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Rent-Purchase Plai
jgspi,Home Gift To Reach

$300 Peak
1 -, tUr> rrnvnrnmnntPremier Bennett said Monday the government 

i is “studying” a rent-purchase plan for persons 
! unable to raise a down payment to purchase their 1 

own houses, and that the homeowner grant would.
| he increased to $150. to $200 and to $300.

The remarks came while the
1 e g islature was considering jp 
second reading of a bill to | 
increase the homeowners grant | 
by $10 to S110.

The bill passed second read-1 
ing by unanimous consent of the i-

OTHERS ADVANCE
Three other bills also passed p§ 

[second reading but resulted in a M 
concerted opposition attack on I 
the government and at one point | 

“yes” reply from the premier | 
that he was electioneering.

The other bills were to pay off | 
the B.C. Ferry Authority debt. |j 

| to increase by $4 the provincial I 
per-capita grant to municipal!-1 
ties, and increased subsidies fori 

[the provincial medical care| 
[scheme.

Mr. Bennett, after several!
Ü opposition ML As called fori 
some aid to renters, told the|

I House :
“I'm making no promises. I| 

lam only reporting to the House|
| it (rent-purchase plan) is being |
I studied.'

He said under such a scheme |
] more people would be eligible to P|
| receive the homeowner grant.
NOT ENOUGH

Opposition leader Strachan b 
agreed the grant helps but it is fej 
not enough to meet rising 
assessment rates in many |

Liberal leader Ray Parrault | 
and Alex Macdonald (NDP-[ 
Vancouver East) said giving thefl 
grant only to homeowners “dis-1 
criminates” against the growing | 
population of renters.

Alan Macfarlane (L, Oak jj 
Bay) said the government's I 
refusal to extend the grant to| 
renters could only be construed | 
to mean that the government 1 
was “not prepared to help the! 
little man who rents.”
POLICY FLEXIBLE 

While discussing the raise of | 
$4 in provincial per capita | 
grants, Mr. Bennett, denied 
statement by Mr. Strachan that I 
tlie government had earmarked I 
sales tax money for municipals |

Government policy, he said, is I 
flexible with regard to financial ] 
aid to municipalities.

“We live in a changing]
|world,” the premier said.

“You must have dynamic| 
[policies for a dynamic society.

’Municipalities and the people! 
of thi» province can always | 
expect more every year.”

§*3*1
i’CAMl’AIN SPEECH?’

Mr. Perrault interjected : *'Is 
|that a campaign speech?”

“Yes,” the premier shot back. |
Mr. Perrault termed the 

9 grant principle "penny ante1 
[jand “penny-pinching."

He charged that the gov 
Hmcnt has "a collective guilty,
B complex in its treatment 
^municipalities. "

Dr. Pat McGeer tL. Vancou- 
Ivor - Point Grey i said there H 
Iwould be no solution without &g39gg 
'“complete new approach to 
j[j(municipal) financing."

“Fixed grants, like per capita 
g grants,” said Mr. Macfarlane.

“will never solve the problem.” 
Municipal Affairs Minister 

| Campbell issued a challenge 
rj that the Union of B.C. Munici­
palities or any other municipal 
! ! group offer a better financing 
§ formula than is now in use.

Mr. Strachan answered with 
|j another challenge : that the 
Rj government include in the bill 
|the $12,000,000 more coming to 
I municipalities if the previous 
j formula—denied by Mr. Bennett 
I—were used.

Mr. Strachan said under that 
B? formula, a combination of sales 
gw tax and car licence money, the 

I government would be giving 
1 $35.000,000 to municipalities and 
| not the $23,000,000 in this year's 
g budget .

Dudley Little (SC. Skeena)
B cast the only dissenting vote 
I when the debate ended. He did 
ij not speak in the debate to 
* explain his position.

An opening statement that the 
bill providing for $37.000,000 to 
pay off the ferry debt would 
mean rates would not go up: 
came in for attack by opposition! 
speakers.

* * *
Mr. Strachan complained that 

“we are not allowed access to 
the accounts of the ferry 
authority” and that the premier 
had said many times the crown 
corporation was self-supporting, i

It is now obvious, Mr. Stra- 
g chan said, that the claims j
“weiV untrue.”

He .charged that government 
management of the fleet "deli- 
[berately destroyed” the workers 
as a bargaining unit by bringing 
[them under civil service legisla- 
Stion.
j The premier answered the 
[charges with one of his own — 
thé opposition is “trying to 
mislead.”

He said a 1961 Public Bodies

fr- Act provides that such corpora- 
lions must make full financial
reports and “never once did 1 
say . .. public money would not 
go into the ferry authority.”

Mr. Bennett said a two and a 
half per cent subsidy is included 

the act establishing the 
authority and that the lump! 

Bffl sum payment does the some 
H? subsidizing job but in only one 
«year.

f, To charges that ferry workers ; 
P work odd hours and get few : 

weekends off, he said :
“Nowhere else are conditions 

so good as in our ferry fleet. ■ 
“Every single person sleeps in; 

their own bed every night — or; 
at least I hope they do.”

He recovered from the ensu­
ing laughter by saying those 

I who don't sleep in their own 
beds are likely in hotels while 
going about their business and 
Canada's business.

There wrere increased costs, 
he said, basically increased 
wages for ferry employees who 
could see the manager at any 
time — “the door is always 
open.”

Welfare Minister and Provin­
cial Secretary Black told the 
house that increased aid in the 
Medical G”,r>t Act would in- 

. volve about 04.000 persons cov- 
4 cred by tlv B.C. medical plan.

The bill provides a subsidy of 
; 90 per cent subsidy who are not p 
Ijnble to pay income tax.

It gives a 50 per cent subsidy 
for those who originally got a 25 
per cent subsidy and whose 

, itaxable income was less than 
$1.000.

Mr. Black said there are 
95.944 subscribers to the plan 
which covers 198.244 persons 
including dependents.

The 90 per cent subsidy will 
wJbc given to 51,716 persons and

?|;rs

gthe 50 per cent subsidy to] .;r«, 
112.646.

However. M r . Macdonald 
i thought the government was nol| j 
I going lar enough

*• * *
'T only wish we could drag j ;

4 this government, kicking and 
; screaming as they may be, into- i 

Jinational medicare,” he said.
“Why should we divide people]

| into classes?”
He predicted that unless 

] government came up with aRgj 
1 universal plan and premiums 
B were removed that “premiums |
|will pull this government down!
I at the i
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* Jf.C. Plans Step

■■■ \v Y, M.- ;

Pension Boost Due 
For Sonie Servants

| The B.C. government intends A bill to amend the Civil Ser- r 
I to boost pensions for former vants Superannuation Act pro-f; 
| civil servants who don't qualify vides that ex-civil servants who | 
I for Canada Pension Plan bene- retired before March 31. 1953.1 
1ti,s- , will get an extra SI a month tor I
1 The legislature gave first each year of service.
: rcad,ny Monday lo hills inlro- <;raI)VATKD DOWN 
■ duced by Provincial Secretary ....
I Wesley Black, which will into- . Th“c *ho 7''rcd holw'’™l 

grate I ho Canada Pen,,on Plan “nd Mi,rrh ::1 '*■ I
so that monthly deductions for . sc1 ^ ecn,s a mon,h f’,r * 
civil servants, teachers and J car °* SPrv*ce < widows I
municipal employees will be no C01ll,,sol : ^,,nl l9^7 l0 March ^

■ higher than they were before i1, ’ 79 ccnts 149 centsi.(^
mthe plan came into effect Jan 1 „J,n ' 9,8 fo March 31, 1950. 
BBHMnugnümBwW 60 cents (42 cents) and April

U-: *$£>’* "• • 1959' ,0 March 31. 1960. 50 cents !
" (35 cents)SI m-

! V&M.;'
- «k-.o
SB,

NA • ■ -• 'jgji n ,. .A ■frit.i... • b I ,

^ % <'•■'y,'"-' * << .1

Civil servants who retired be-1 
; tween April 1. I960, and March H 
|:!1- 'MB. will get 50 cents foil 

each year of service 1.15 cents S 
|for widows).
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[ Heated Debate Runs On v Electoral Redistribution jZ

Major Split Runn ing 
Throu

Premier Bennett paced the .
1 members’ corridor outside 

I Legislative Chamber Tuesday||
•r niqht as. inside. Dr Pat Me-■

(;cer (L. Vancouver-Pomt 9Ty 
decried the premier's unwilling-Igj 

, ness to lake part in heated dr-BM 
jbate on electoral redistribution, t» 

Earlier. J. R. Chabot IlSC, 
Columbia I told the House:

, “I ask the government to rc- 
j Store the existing ridings in the 

Kootenays. Unless the govem- 
i ment can do this. I cannot sup- 
1 jiort this bill." I

It was an indication of a 
severe split forming in the 
nousc S pariy ranks over the 
thorny question of adding eight 
seats to the legislature in areas 
that opposition members feel 
strongly favor the government's 
security.

Dr. McGeer called the pro- 
I vincial cabinet and government 
backbenchers who support the 

I bill "cracker-barrel politicians 
and slammed the premier i 

! particular for being absent for 
I "most of the debate.”
PACING CORRIDOR 

At that very moment, the pre­
mier was passing the corridor 
outside the chambers, occasion­
ally looking through the glass 
doors.

Dr. McGeer challenged the 
premier to take part—at which 
several government members! 
rose from their seats and loft | 
the chamber. œæg

The premier entered a few^§Fi 
njiinutes later.
NEW WORLD

"There’s a new world in our 
| politcal lexicon," said Dr. Mc­
Geer, expressing his contempt 
for the cabinet.

"It’s Bennett - mandering, 
which is quite different froml 

| gerrymandering.
j "fTs taking a report like the*
| Angus commission report on re- 
J distribution, and using it for his 8 

own political ends."
Q FIVE-HOUR DEBATE (j

The five-hour debate was ad­
journed at 10:33 p.m. by High-g 
ways Minister Gaglardi, 
charged that the opposition 
fillibustering the royal commis- 

1 sion report which had been ac- 
Ma cepted "in principle” by the 

government.
During the heated debate 

Ralph Loffmark — minister 
development, trade and com­
merce, supported the govern­
ment’s Bill 32—vehemently.

Another supporter of the bill— 
this time from the opposition 
side—was Frank Calder (NDP, 
Atlin).
LOUD AqpLALSE

" |nt members greeted.

fit®
La his choice with thunderous a;>- gkfc 
E plause, praising him as the only 

wise man seated on the opposi- fi 
F tion benches.

Mr. Loffmark defended the: f 
K bill on the grounds of what hel.t 

termed the inequality of'repre-tf 
M sentation in Saskatchewan. H 
I There, he said, the CCF and $£

!.:| Liberals had been in power {
[1 since the end of the Second :

World War — and still distri- 
button was anything but equal.

He questioned the sincerity off 
dissention voiced by members | 
of the NDP and Liberal parties fi 
in the House.

Mr. Calder explained that he! 
favored the government’s bill j. 
"because of the size of thej

TWO SEATS
The government bill proposes 

an increase of two seats over 
and above the number recom­
mended by the Angus commis­
sion. The north of the province |

B presently has seven memberske - - 
while the Angus commission re- w 
commended five. In fact, the | 

y government lull proixxses no .| 
change in the north's present 

t status.
The bill provides for an in-jBs9E 

crease of four scats in Greater 
Vancouver, three in Fraser 
Valley and one in North Van- 
couver.
DISCRIMINATION

Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan said he felt the bill 
was "discrimination against the 
whole of the interior of British 
Columbia."

He said the government is 
“using the redistribution of 
seats to its own ends—which is 
discrimination of the rankest 
kind.

'■I

r -

WhoB 
i was ■ 
nmis-H

RISE I P
"I hope the people of the in- ] 

terior rise up in their wrath | 
and destroy the people who 1 
tried so hard to discriminate jj 
against the interior," he said, 

y Ray Perrault, Liberal leader. I 
told the House the government | 
had "crippled democracy."

( At this juncture, Premier!
I Bennett rose from his seat andg 
sauntered out of the chamber.

"That’s right," cried Mr. Per-g 
rault. "The premier can walk fl 
out. It’s par for the course."

"There's no need to be rude," 
called back one of the govern-1 
ment members.

Mr. Perrault said the govern-1 
ment had failed to exercise I 
democratic judgment—at which Si 
point several government mem-||| 
hers leaped out of their seats I845- 
and shouted at him to sit down. | 
COURAGE

Asked by the speaker to re-1 
tract his statement, Mr. Per-1 
rault conceded, adding that re-1

j distribution is a question gov 
‘ ernments should tackle with 8 
|courage.
1 "And courage is what this j|| 

government has not got . . Ji 
he concluded.

Attorney-General Robert Bon- jb 
ner told the House that while he ; 
regrets to see the disappear-' 
ance of some of the historic rid- m 
ings which will be merged by B 
redistribution, he will support '■■■ 
the government bill.

"It must be a matter of con­
science and responsibility of the ! 
ministry, whether it has the# 
approval of government mem- m 
hers or not, to bring our best 

lj judgment into the House," he j

POLITICAL POWER
One of the most eloquent j 

B arguments against the bill wash 
j presented by Dave Barrett ' • 
| i NDP, Dewdney » who told the i 
| House "the whole thing’s a mat- y 

ter of political power."
He continued

'! "People will be confused—and 1 
|thousands throughout the prov- 
kince will he denied their vote. 

We know you'll ram this, 
; through. That's Social Credit 

i policy."
i During the night sitting,
'j Harr y McKay (L, Fernie)
I charged that cabinet ministers

Iliad tacitly admitted in earlier' 
debate .hat the terms of refer-

Is cnee for the royal commission | 
were wrong and that British ; 

i Columbia is ruled by a "one- . 
i man government.”
| lie said the government 

should have kept its "gerry- 
1 mqndering fingers" out of the 

mM report because "politicians can-1: 
not be trusted—we’re all biased, 
let's face it."
OPEN TERMS

Mr. McKay told the House the £ 
commission’s results "would | 
liave been entirely different and

I not one boundary would have re­
mained the same" if the com­
mission had been given open 
terms of reference on its study.

"VVe are all proud of the 
north but what about the south­
eastern part of the province 
(which is to lose a number of 
seats), he asked. The Fernie 
Liberal said the government is 
merely attempting to set itself 
up to carry on in perpetuity. 
EVERY RESPECT 

Recreation and Conservation 
Minister Kieinan said, "the 
principle of this bill carries out 

| the recommendations of tiie 
royal commission in virtually 
every respect.”

He said the opposition was 
guilty of "charging madly for­
ward, holus bolus to acçept the 
recommendations of the com­
mission” without giving thought I 
to what was being proposed.
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Federation Claims 
Bill Curbs 

t’s Freedom
three groups Monday 

tacked a proposed bill which 
some said would deny engineer­
ing technologists and tech­
nicians a right to choose which 
union they join.

mmmm
WOULD «DOMINATE*

William Lowe, ■ vice-president [

their"'disputes settled by coiii-
pplsory arbitration.
EMPLOYEE’S RIGHT |0f the Office and Professional

B.C. Federation of Labor 'as- Employees International Union, 
sistânt secretary John McNevin said the association's proposals 
told the committee that under would allow employers or their 

The complaints were aired the ^abor Relations Act the representatives to dominate the 
during a hearing by the legis- empjoycPS have the right to say professional employees, 
lature's private bills committee iwh0 will represent them and The Vancouver Board of 
of a bill proposed by 1lie ”r<>l whether they want to strike. Trade asked that the proposed

............... i don t think you can have bill not be passed at this ses-
any true collective bargaining sion because of certain ambigui- 
if you arc going to limit the ties in it. 
employees' freedom of associa­

is saiT

Ifessional Engineers Association1 
I of B.C.

The association proposed that 
[instead of being allowed to 
[strike, employees should have

Home-Buying Aid

Young Couples, Needy 
Receive Grants

Premier Bennett said Tuesday

I the government is thinking of 
giving grants to help low-income j 
people and young married! 
couples to buy their own homes.1 

He explained in a corridor 
B interview about his plan, an- 
Inounced in the legislature Mon- 
Iday for providing assistance to 
] hard-pressed families.

“We hope it will be a grant

[like the homeowner grant." said 
the premier. But he stressed

that it would be premature to form of financial assistance fori 
give a firm commitment at this people who wanted to make y 
tlme- down payments on homes.
ALTERNATIVES «NO PROMISES’

“Whether it should be an out- "A person who is struggling! 
right grant, a non-interest loan to raise his family and whop 
or a low-interest-rate loan is doesn't have the money to buy I 
under active study," Mr. Ben-his own home—that’s the group! 
nett said in an interview. we're giving thought to." hejf 

The premier said earlier dur-i tbe House, 
ing debate on a bill to raise the <Tm makin8 no promises at| 
homeowner grant from $100 to this time~I’m Just tellin& th<‘I 
$110 this year that the govern- House that this i$ b e ‘n 5
ment was considering some studied.'

All Ferry Workers 
Promised Raises

Payment of the B.C. Ferry Authority’s $37,000,000 debt 
will enable the government to give the employees • pay 
increase this year, says Premier Bennett.

He made the announcement during debate In the legis­
lature Monday on the government’s bill which would pay off 
the debt.

The premier said outside the House that while details of

I
 the pay boosts would be announced later, “everyone will get 
an increase."
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Revolt Raging

eiv Ridings 
Socreds

By JACK FRY 
Legislative Reporter

Saanich MLA John Tis- 
|i dalle confirmed Wednesday 

that a revolt is raging in 
the Socred ranks about tlie 
government’s redistribution 
bill.

He said he thinks Uie only 
way the party rift can be 
patched is for the government 
to amend its own bill.

"That is the only hope for

fyWSBSB-’’ 11mise* lie r’oulri "not support*?] 
unless three seats were

MM. restored to the Kootcnays.
SIÉE The bill could still pass- by a 

27 to 2.» majority if it 
supported by 26 Socreds and 

EgFiy": New Democrat MLA Frank 
Hr. Cakler, and opposed by l.'i New 
F;' Democrats, five Liberals and 
H five Socreds.

a But it would represent the 
most serious party split ever 
faced by Premier Bennett since 

, be came to [lower in 1952. And 
«Up ,.3^|^||Mr. Gaglardi’s àdjour n m e n t

getting harmony back in the rj 
House," the Socred MLA said ini 
a corridor interview.

* * *
Mr. Tisdalle declined to say 

how many backbenchers are 
against the bill.

But he was one of five ; -y
backbenchers who had ap- 'M _
plauded opposition charges Bj 
Tuesday that the government ■ 
was discriminating against the 
Kbotenays.

The othci-s were Arvid Lun- 
dell (Revclstokel, Donald jc* 
Robinson (LillooHI, Ernie Le- 
Cours (Delta) and James Chabot 
(Columbia >.

* * *
A five-hour del>ate had l>een 

adjourned by Highways Minister 
Gaglai'til Tuesday after Mr. ' 
Chabot—the first of the above

members to speak—told thcjO|Kv 
-------------------

! was seen as a means of headin; 
Kg off the revolt until such time as 

K I the problem could be settled in 
BSpthe Socred caucus room.

| Stands of the other Socreds 
|| who indicated opposition to the 
il bill will not be known until 
|jyj debate is resumed on the second 
El reading of Ihe bill.
' i But Mr. Tisclalle said Wednes- 
U day that the government could 
F amend its bill during third 
|y‘ reading in the House and that 
i he was hopeful the amendment.- 
P would be made.

“I hope the government will 
1 yield to the obvious dissatisfac- 

I ! tion with the bill by some of its 
H own members, as well as the 
psi opposition," he said.

* * *
? The Saanich MLA had earlier 

!ÿ indicated his dissatisfaction with 
lathe way his riding was to 
HBTTTTTn nnrrrriniiiirnwii r

PGE Share-Purchase Bill 
Sparks Lively House Debate
•rizmg Ifie govern-1 

ment to buy $25,282,000 worth of g 
unissued shares of the Pacific I 
Great Eastern Railway was giv-l 

j en unanimous second reading in | 
the legislature Wednesday, after |

I «parking a lively debate in the | 
House.

Opposition Leader Sira chan I 
told the House he agreed with I 
providing the money to offset! 
PGE losses, but disagreed with! 
management policies of the! 
government.

He complained that $20,000,0001 
"’as borrowed in 1962 to lay 85- f 
pound steel rail and "now wet] 
are ripping up the 85-pound rail! 
which we haven’t paid for and ft 
are Proceeding to toy down 100-1

IMMMMW
^Liberal leader Ray Perrault 

1 charged that the premier was 
h deliberately ‘‘cheating” the peo­

ple of the provincel>y not getting 
j federal subsidies for the PGE.

Gordon Gibson (L, North Van-j 
| couver) suggested that instead] 
jof investing the money provided 

the bill, the government. | 
I should sell the railway at a pro-| 
u fit and invest its capital in 
[j another area.
|‘WE’LL NEVER SELL*

Premier Bennett answered the 
5 criticism.

The ripped-up rail was not, 
| lost but was being used on|
I sidings and on extensions where 
I there was less traffic, and “as 
I long as I’m premier of this 
I province, we will never sell the 
| PGE,

' t ’y 
by the gicarved 

bill.
He suggested yesterday it wi 

still possible to return Victoria 
West to the new two-member 
Victoria riding, leave the Saan- 
ich-Victoria IxxindnTy where it 
is now and turn Saanich into a I 
two-member riding.

A dual-member riding would j 
l)e better for Saancih than what 
is proposed now.” he said

government

* *

Oak Bay Liberal MLA Alan 
Macfarlane had charged Tues­
day that the government 

H§0changed the Angus commis- 
sion’s recommendations to avert 

lH a rebellion by its northern 
rtj® members

I ‘‘That's why we've got this 
Hil^Smbill before us now. It was to 

stem rebellion on the back 
benches. It was to save the 

HEgasBta government.’ ’ he told the House 
He said it was possible the ;

- , j government could have toppled, 
À^if the bill had been opixjsed by

EiMl
northern Socred MLAs as well 
as those from the eastern part 1 
of the province.

The dilemma api*arervl!yj 
facing the government i 
whether to push through its bill 
and risk an open split in its own 
ranks, or to amend the kill and 
reopen the festering redistribu- 

pvoblem.

m
He answered Mr. Perrault’s 
arge with one of his own— 

he has repeated several 
times—that B.C. is not getting 
fair treatment from the federal 
government.

He said B.C. went to the then 
prime minister St. Laurent arid 
asked for a subsidy when it was 
planned to extend the PGE north 
of Prince George.

But the federal government 
said the railway should be ex 
tended only 50 miles and would 
pay a construction subsidy only 
cm that amount.

This 50 miles ended in mus­
keg,” Mr. Bennett said, ‘‘and 
that’s where the Liberals have 
been ever since.

Second reading (approval in 
principle) was also given to 
nine other government bills
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Perrault Demands Action

i •
Socreds iEvade

JK9M1
B.C. Liberal leader Ray Per­

rault told the legislature Wed­
nesday the government was 
evading its responsibility on the 
problem of pollution control. j

He also launched an attack 
on Premier Bennett, saying that ■ 
he had refused to answer letters 
from citizens about the pollution 
control problem.

“No premier should be soj 
busy that he can ignore the citi­
zens,” Mr. Perrault continued. 

“When the leader of a prov- 
fjince begins to believe he rules 
|instead of represents, he has 
1 outlived his usefulness.”

The Liberal leader was sup­
porting one of six opposition 

! bills which were sidetracked 
Wednesday before receiving sec-' 

gond reading.
The bill brought in by Tony,

.Gar grave (NDP, MacKenzie) j 
| would give the pollution control 
I board broader powers and ex-1 
itend the board's authority to in­
i'elude air and soil pollution as 
I well as water pollution.

Mr. Perrault said that every 
I time pollution was mentioned 
!1 in the House during the past two 

years, a government member 
I jumps up and asks for more 
| time to think about it, but all 
■they’ve come up with so far is 
| political film flam.

Mr. Gargrave said that while 
Ihe did not expect the pollution 

I problem to be solved overnight, 
he felt the pollution control 

i board should be given more 
(personnel and more money.

He told the House that up to|
| now, “the government has 
j shrugged off their responsibili- 
! ties in this area.”
|b.c. leading

Lands and Forests Minister |
3 Wffliston replied that at the II 
I moment there is no effective! 
g pollution control legislation in II 
|Canada and that B.C. is leading!
[the way in this field.

He said he is chairman of a| 
jjnation-wide pollution control! 
j conference which will be held|
I this fall and which has already |j 
I cost B.C. 512,000 in the prépara-1 
|ti°|^Mechnical papers during I

Pollution
,] the past 18 months.

The minister moved adjourn­
ment of the debate because the 

. results of this conference would 
not be known until fall. 
OPPOSITION

Mr. Gargrave called for a 
division, in \ ich Mr. Williston’s 
motion was t arried by a vote of 

127 to 17, with the New Demo- 
| crats and Liberals in opposition.

The only opposition bill which 
i brought sympathy, but not sup- 

jj port, from the government 
1 benches was one brought in by 
|i Leo Nimsick (NDP, Cranbrook)
|| which would give people a 

“cooling-off period” in which to 
| reject agreements they had 
|l signed with “fly-by-night” door- 
I toKloor salesmen.

This bill, in the form of an f| 
j] amendment to the Sale of Goods ' ; 
|j Act, would give the buyer seven :
| days in which to cancel agree-1 , j 
j ments signed “anywhere outside ;
I trona fmtmlcAo **I trade premises.
] MINDS CHANGE

"Too many times salesmen 
I come to the door and make you 
j feel that if you don’t sign it now 
| you ar going to lose a bargain,1 
| said Mr. Nimsick.

And too many times, people 
| sign agreements at the door and 
| later “found they shouldn’t have 
j done it, couldn't afford It or 
| didn’t need it.”

Alex Macdonald (NDP, Van- 
| couver East) told the House he 
jlknew of a man in Vancouver 
ijwho was taken for $750 by a ; 
1 door-to-door salesman who sub­
it sequently disappeared without 
I delivering the goods.
] SOURED SYMPATHY

The unsuspecting buyer lost 
| his savings in the deal, even- 
I tually lost his house and was 

“reduced to Skid Row” because 
lof the activity of this salesman, 
Ihe said.

Attorney-General Bonner, who 
8 moved adjournment of debate 
I on this bill, said, “The govem- 
Iment has sympathy for the ob- 
Ijects sought to be protected . . . 
Band are giving thought to legis- 
| lation of this sort.”

He said the

wanted to find out how similar 
laws operate elsewhere before 
it brought down its version.

Dave Barrett (NDP, Dewd- 
ney) presented a bill that would 
prevent the sentencing of chil­
dren less than 12 years old to 
schools such as Brannen Lake 

| near Nanaimo.
During the debate, he said 

Jjl there were 31 youngsters be­
tween the ages of nine and 12 
in the school last year.

However, the bill was ruled 
out of order by Speaker William 
Murray (SC, Prince Rupert) 
because it dealt with matters 
involving the expenditure of 
public money—a government 
prerogative.
OUT AGAIN

A bill presented by Mr, Gar- 
grave suffered the same death' 
because it would require money 
to set up a legal aid system 
proposed in the bill.

Alan Macfarlane (L, Oak 
Bay) spoke for the fourth suc­
cessive year on his bill which 
would allow persons to sue the 
government. It was ruled out of 
order because only the govern­
ment can introduce such a law.

Mr. Macfarlane said that in 
British Columbia, the govern­
ment was “judge and jury on 
its own cases” and that no one 
could sue for wrongs done by 
the government unless the gov­
ernment agreed to be sued. 
‘DETRIMENT’

The government “should be 
the first to ask that the citi­
zens be free to sue the govern­
ment if they feel something is 
wrong,” he said.

Labor Minister Peterson 
moved adjournment of debate 

I on a bill debate aimed at elim­
inating discrimination against 

j women in the labor force.
I He said that while he agreed 
in principle with the bill brought 
in by Alex Macdonald (NDP, 
Vancouver East), the proposed 
amendment to the Fair Employ- 
|ment Practices Act “could work 
| to the detriment of those it was 
intended to assist.”

The rest of the day’s sitting 
was devoted to second reading 
of government * “



THURSDAY, -MAltCHTTgr;

jBonner Defends 
! Licence-Lifting 
By Police Officers

; ( Attorney-General Bonner an-.passed because careful study j swered criticism Wednesday was required on the civil liberty 
: t that has come from outside the ' questions.
!] legislature against proposed!

laws to curb drinking drivers 
I and those who leave the scene 
1 of an accident.
! He defended the proposals in 
; moving second reading of a 
| bill which sets out requirements 
that empower a policeman to 

j issue 24-hour roadside suspen- 
| sions for suspected drinking 
j drivers and make police stick­
ers mandatory on vehicles with 

I more than $100 damage before 
1 they can be repaired.

He said questions of civil 
liberty have been raised by 

j several persons.
QUESTIONS COMPETENCE

But the roadside suspension 
provisions only questioned the 
“physical competence” of a 
driver as is done in driving 
tests when applying for a 
licence.

“A licence is not a right but 
a privilege to be obtained upon 

■j examination.” he said.
! ENDS THERE

The suspension data would 
: not be used in any other action ! 
-j against the driver.
! The sticker-before-repair pro- 
I vision was an effort to reduce 
| the “unbelievable” rise in leav­
ing the scene situations.
I Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­

couver East) adjourned debate 
before second reading was

No Charges | 
Laid j 

By Board
No charges were laid in 1965 

by the newly-organized provin­
cial pollution control board, says1 
Lands, Forests and Water Re-! 
sources Minister Williston.

This was the reply given to a 
question placed on the order 
paper by Tony Gargrave (NDP, 
Mackenzie).

Mr. Williston reported that 
“the efforts of the responsible 
officials dealing with pollution 
control have been toward en­
couraging industrial and com­
munity installations to abate 
pollution.”

:

:
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Big Laugh to Premiers Family, People of B.C.|

Name-Calling ‘Never Hurts
_________

‘ ' Premier Bennett told the 
legislature last night that Jiis 
jdmily and the people of British 

iÿ Columbia laugh at the taunts of 
,.tne opposition that he is a 

, Tgreat dictator.” 
vf/ • "My friend (Opposition 
f. Leader Strachan) is always 

’ saying the premier is a great 
l|& dictator, he rules the govern- 
-V^ment.” then turns around and 

i says the premier doesn't answer 
ïô mis letters . . . which are turned 
H^)ver *° the ca^inet ministers 

He chided the opiosition for 
gjf calling him a dictator and 

Hj charging at the same time that 
r- an outside Super Government 
! reigns over the provincial cab­

ote inet.
■ ‘NAMES, NAMES'

"The people of this province 
H|laugh, laugh, laugh. They are 
HR laughing at the opposition be-

I political battle, he said. “Theyi . 
can do nothing but call names, . 
names, names.”

■campaigning?
Social Credit government is! 

g||the government of the people,
! continued the premier, in what m 

was beginning to sound like a ;
I campaign speech, 
v! It is not run by "old line ; 
gj parties, socialists, newspaper, 
jf. barons, labor bosses, industrial 
n tycoons
| “How long have you felt this, 
•way?" called a loud, curious-.voice of Dave Barrett (NDP, 
Dewdney).
TEAM

Sipping frequently

B cause they know,” said the 1 
J premier.

He recalled that his old f 
f Scottish grandmother in New [ 
I Brunswick used to tell him
| “Sticks and^stones may break Î :
I my bones but names never hurt ; < 
j me.”

The opposition can't win aæSSSfeBfi
.

arms to stress his points, Mr. 
Bennett looked up at the 
crowded public galleries and 
press box and said:

“I do not deny I’m the leader, 
the captain of this group 
past 14 years. As a captain, 
take tite blame for failures, but 
these people (motioning to the 
Socred benches) will take the 
credit for success because they 
are a team.”

This is natural gas?

Ponton " DowcSng (NDP. Bum-] 
a by), calling the premier’s 
attention to the fact he was 
supposed to bo replying to 
comments made earlier by NDP 
leader Robert Strachan. 
WILLIAMSON

"Funny how my friends don’t 
like the truth.” said Mr. Ben- 

11 nett as he turned back to the 
subject of natural gas.

|m Mr. Strachan told the House 
R that “after that campaign
^ speech” Tie felt he should reply 
■raj that all the old line parties and 

■■the iieople the premier was 
^decrying had simply “moved 
Bjainto the Social Credit party."

And that’s why you took that 
§|1 trip to Japan, so you wouldn't
jjy have to appear at that court
^9 case in which A1 Williamson 

lutiuci. i - testified how they collected
for the T.RBh their campaign funds from the
un. I'llg ] . same people that used to

contribute to the Liberal and 
i Conservative campaign funds.” I 

j! Mr. Strachan reiterated his I 
|§ charge that “the people of this 1 

province are being gouged forj 
the gas they buy from the B.C.ji 
Hydro which they own."

■

, WmM.ii
■HB s- :

mm
I
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Post-Natal Time Off j* 
May Bring Hardship \

A numlicr of MLAs expressed need the wages they would he: lion of mothers," and that the jl 
doubts Thursday about a gov- denied under this act time limit was chosen after hiaifl

jeniment taü which would com- Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP. department had received medi-Ml 
i *** . emP|uy''re to Siw women Grand Forks - Greenwood ) told : cal advice from doctors.

her hahv •• f— !k have been amended to include gBBher baby, ^nd for th.^ reason, j t,he words -.passed ™■ hu
Ik

couver East) said 
mothers, especially those who 
had been deserted, might face 
serioug financial problems and

Sales Tax 
On Books 

May Vanish
Premier Bennett said in the

some consideration must be'h^tc'.’. ' grcat
given to these mothers.

Emie LeCours (SC. Delta) ■. TWO OR THREE DAYS 
•said this legislation could somc-i ,,, , , . ..,
times cause hardship. He re- , 1 wander why it s necessary 
called that women living on the!'"th,s lcg,sla,l<?n al> 
Prairies occasionally had to go ma ‘*nod °f two or
to work two weeks after child-! thre* d ys' ^ ae,kcd-

Premier Bennett replied : “We 
generally leave legislation until 
the last and it gets rushed. This

birth.
FINAL READING

year we’re trying to beI* ‘ttniici uriuicu ntuu in uin
legislature Thursday the gov .The bil* wa5 given third and
ernment would include library j Pna* wading after Labor Min- model session. We haven’t tried 

g|ij books among articles to be ex- lster Peterson said the measure j to rush things through—just do 
Tlj empted from the five per cent tor the protec- ] business with dispatch/'

j *ales tax, and hinted It might 
| be extended to all books.

The bill to lift the tax from 
| c o n f e c tions, non-alcoholic 

“soft” drinks, school supplies, 
j newspapers, magazines

meals was gtvi
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Gas Rate Cut 
Supported 
By Bennett

By JACK FRV 
Legislative Reporter

Premier Bennett announced in the legislature last 
night that he will “strongly recommend" that natural 
gas rates be reduced by B.C. Hydro.

He made the announcement 
j in reply to a charge from Oppo­
sition Leader Strachan that gas 
prices are too high.

| The premiesr said he will 
meet with Hydro directors in 

I! Vancouver March 21 “whether 
|the House is sitting or not.” at 
I which time he will recommend 
|the reduction.

“I would expect that if there 
1 are going to pe any rate reduo 
Itions they would be made by 
[March 31. the end of the fiscal 

year.” he said.
Mr. Bennett also said hr 

ivould recommend a reduction 
|for propane users on Vancouver 
[Island but that it would not 

^necessarily mean rates would be

brought down to equal Vancou-1 
ver prices.

"But I am going to be very § 
frank with you and say I ami 
not going to recommend further 1 
reductions this year in electric!-p 
ty rates.”

The B.C. Hydro issue came up | 
during debate of the $76,269 es-1 
timates for the premier’s office B 

i for the fiscal year starting April ^

! Mr. Strachan told the House 
the crown agency paid Frank 

(McMahon's Westsoast Trans- 
j mission Company $11,602.000 
[Iasi year for gas which was I 
Isold to Hydro’s 153,000 custo-1 
mers for nearly $30.000.000.

‘Charging Too Much’
"It's obvious we're charging 

|the gas consumer far too much 
gmoney ... we can afford to re-

Transit
Plans

Queried
A. J. Turner (NDP, Vancou­

ver East) asked in vain in the 
legislature Thursday whether 
the government planned any 

I meetings with lower Island and 
Vancouver municipalities to dis- 

Icuss the future of Hydro-owned 
j public transit.

“I wish the government would 
j at least let us know what it has 
I in mind,” he said in the debate 

the premier’s estimates. 
I “The people of Vancouver and 
the lower island are very con- 

| cemed.”
Premier Bennett was silent.

duce the rates unless gas rates | 
are being kept at a high price j - 
to force people into using elec- jj 
tricity so all the hydro poten-1 
liai will be used.” he said.

I The opposition leader also | 
I complained that British Colum-1 
Ibians pay 32 to 35 cents for j[ 

natural gas while it has been ex- js 
| iported to the United States fori 

122 cents.
“It's all right for Frank Mc-jj j Mahon to get his share of the| 

^pie. but I think it's time the peo-| 
pie of B.C., who own the natural | 
gas. get more of their share out jj 
of it.”

Premier Bennett replied that 
the Hydro profit, which was| 
$13.000.000 last year, will be., 
down $5.000,000 this year to 
"around $8.000,000” because of 
the rate reductions which were 
made in electricity.

He said electricity rates have 
been reduced by more than $20,- 
000.000 a year since the govern­
ment took over the old B.C. elec­
tric Company and that “these 
reductions we asked them to 
make feave the profit quite 
thin.”

“Never in all history has there 
ever been a deal so good for 
the people.” he said, adding that 
“our great utility must not be 
allowed to operate at a loss.

Medicare 
Stand 
Kept 

in Dark
Provincial secretary Wesley [ 

Black refused to say in the legis-j 
| lature Thursday whether the!

B.C. government favors a uni- 
$ versai Canadian medicare plan. 

The legislature gave third 
reading to a bill to change the 
Medical Grants Act.

The government was accused 
by Alex Macdonald (NDP, Van­
couver East) of “twisting the 
federal government’s arm” and 
“trying to break the federal 

j plan” and turn it into a pre- : 
mium plan.

Terming the matter “a great 
issue of principle that is divid­
ing this country.” Mr. Mac­
donald challenged the minister 

I to "rise and tell the House”

I whether the Socreds favor the 
Ottawa scheme.

■ Said Mr. Black: “We are dis-; 
'cussing the principle of this bill; • 
and I am not going to answer 
this question.”

Almost simultaneously, bills 
committee chairman Herbert 
| Bruch fSC. Esquimalt) said the 

question was not in order as the 
house was discussing only prim

! INCREASES
i The bill would increase the|

| government’s share of pre- 
I miums for persons with non- 
laxahle income from 50 to 90 
percent; for those with taxable ! 
incomes up to $1,000 from 25; 
to 59 per cent.

Liberal leader Ray Perrault • 
then quoted from a letter on filer 
with the government from fed-| 

eral Health Minister McEachen I 
in which he said the minister £ 

says the B.C. plan does not con- 
form to the Hall Commission | 
recommendations.

He quoted Mr. McEachen asj 
saying the federal government | 
has been unable to get a reply ; 
from B.C. as to the terms on| 
which the province wanted tog 
participate in a federal plan. 1 
•SUSPICIOUS’

"This doesn’t indicate a very 
deep interest in participating in 
a national plan,” Mr. Perrault 
charged. “The federal govern­

ment is protesting that it can’t 
!'get an answer.

11 "It is a suspicious and shoddy | 
| situation.
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Government’s PGE Plans 
Face ‘Moment of Truth’

Opposition Loader Strachan [the
I called Premier Bennett the the

premier was referring to j owner grant, making it $110, and 
opposition when he men- j removal of sajes tax from meals. |

| lioned the word mischievous.H. -1 "personal dictator of the 
jfljB House" Thursday during discus-1 FINAL READING 
|m sion on a hill to provide $25, ^ *>111. "ith 11 others

000.000 in government invest- 
BgfiF ment in the PGE.

Mr. Strachan made the state­
ment during an exchange in 
which the premier said there 
were "mischievous" attempts 

[ ‘Jto plant in, the minds of the 
|/ vi public the idea that something 

is wrong with the PGE.

candies, school supplies and I 
clothing for youngsters 15 years ( 
of age or less.

In discussion preceding the • 
passed third and final reading. ! final reading of a bill increasing!

Gordon Dowding, NDP mem- the provincial grant to home-1 
ber for Burnaby, agreed with Mr. mvnerSi Premier Bennett said 
Strachan that the government is ..,h;rp ^ bc a broader" ap-I 
facing a moment of truth in proach to the question at thef
the $25,000,000 investment.

Mr. Dowding said the premier I
had never been realistic in mak-

next sitting of the legislature.”
I RENT-PURCHASE PLAN

I ing up the PGE balance sheet. I He hinted at what that ap- > 
He said the premier had always1 proach might be last Monday |

I Mr. Strachan made the charge under-estimated depreeiation. . w hen he mentioned a rent-pur- 
BEI when the premier refused toi The other bills included a $10ichase Plan” for persons unable |g when the 

1 answer question of whether i addition to tlie provincial home-1 *p raise a down payment to buy

mm

-VMm

â

■m

their own homes.
He believed through such a 

scheme more persons now rent-1 
Hi ing accommodation would quali-^ 

fy for the homeowner grant.
The bill increased the grant by 

$10 for a total of $110 annually. 
TAX EXEMPTIONS

Mr. Bennett said study will be| 
i ' given ‘‘next session” to further 

sales tax exemptions and that is I 
why a bill that passed third read- 
ing Thursday was left partly 
open.

The bill removes sales tax 
from meals, school books, news-] 
papers and clothing for young­
sters 15 years of age or less.

Abolition of Premiums 
For Medicare Urged

A hill which would extend B.C. ] The bill, one of two opposition 
| Medical Plan coverage to all measures given first reading 
S B.C. residents, abolish pre- durinK the afternoon sitting, was 
I miums and provide for payment * T'Tr* am™dmenl to 
ifor prescription drugs was intro-j A bm brought in by Mrs ^ 
jduced in the legislature Thurs-|Haggcn INDP, Grand Forks- 
| day by Opposition Leader 
1 Robert Strachan.

Greenwood) would amend the 
Fireworks Regulation Act to 
prohibit the s^le or setting off of 
fireworks except for public dis­
plays authorized by the fire 
marshal or one of his local 
assistants.
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ÏMLÀ Cites Butane Grant Change Sought

Gas Rate Equalization Urged
Victoria Socred ML A 

Donald Smith complained in 
the legislature Friday that 
Vancouver Island users of 
B.C. Hydro’s butane gas are 
paying 50 per cent more for 
this fuel than people on the 
mainland.

* ★ *
He told the House that 

municipalities benefitted from 
equilization of assessment, 
that rural residents benefitted 
from equalization of electri­
cal rates and that it is time 
for gas rates to be equalized 
between the Island and the 
mainland.

Mr. Smith suggested the 
premier should ask Hydro

■pw*e*eipeip*officials to consider this prol
lem, when he presents a 
request for lower natural gas 
rates during Hydro directors’ 
meeting in Vancouver March 
21.

* ★ *
Mr. Smith also asked the 

government to consider 
making the homeowner grant 
apply to persons who own and 
live in duplexes.

The premier advised him he 
should bring this item up 
when the homeowner grant 
vote comes before the House 
at a later date.

* * *

The Victoria MLA said that, 
at the present time, persons 
who buy lifetime apartment

S

■ ■

City Too Slow 
On Offer 

Bennett Hints
The city of Victoria waited too long to take 

up a government offer to pay half the cost of build­
ing a convention centre, Premier Bennett indicated 
in the legislature Friday.

suites are eligible for the 
grants.

He also pointed out that if 
two families who jointly own 
and occupy a duplex want to 
take the trouble of forming 
under the Companies Act, at a 
legal cost of about $.550 each, 
each family then becomes 
eligible for the grant.

. 1

; Mr. Smith said outside the 
I legislature it is a shame that 

people ha\c to go to so much 
trouble and expense to obtain 
the grant. He believes legisla-

! lion should be amended to 
1 make them eligible for the 

grant.

1

■

a Hi

‘Nothing 
To Add’

Victoria MLA Donald Smith 
I (SC) asked the premier whether 
■ any further coasideration is be- 
! ing given to an offer made by 
! the government several years I 
3 ago that it would pay 50 per 
I cent of the cost if the city pro* 
gceeded with the project.

The offer was not accepted at 
| that time.

Mr. Bennett replied : “I think ! 
B the city of Victoria is very well | 
I treated, by this government.”

The premier explained that 
the government is now spending! 
millions of dollars along with the: 
federal government on construc­
tion of the new provincial mu­
seum and archives complex.

He said the government is 
also spending “hundreds of 
thousands of dollars” through 
the Capital Improvement Dis-, 
trict Commission to beautify 
British Columbia's capital city.

On Span

m
Bennett Backed 
On Procedure

Premier Bennett was proved right Friday about his I 
I stand on a procedural wrangle two weeks ago which brought j 
| the threat of an election.

Shortly after the estimates for the premier's olficc were g 
I passed in the House, Speaker William Murray (SC, Prince 3 
1 Rupert) told the legislature that the premier’s stand had I 
I been supported by Sir Barnett Cocks, clerk of the House of J 
j Commons in England.

Disagreement between the premier and the Speaker on | 
I what procedure should be followed after time ran out without |
■ official adjournment of debate on the afternoon of Feb. 18 £
■ resulted in tthe premier threatening to call an election. !
■ according to Opposition Leader Robert Strachan.
I But Mr. Bennett yielded to the Speaker’s ruling, the I 
I legislature ground back into action and the incident was |
I temporarily forgotten, 
j The Speaker informed the House yesterday that he had I 
[ referred the matter to Sir Barnett and received a reply j 

Lmeant, in effect, that he was in error in his decia

, SpSB:
T it■syH
mIr, A

_ Liberal leader Ray Perrault 
Brisked Premier Bennett in the 
I legislature Thursday whether 
| any plans are in the air for a 
Û new First Narrows Crossing and 
S u as rewarded with a curt : "I 
‘g have nothing to add.'’
$ Speaking in the debate on the 
i premier's estimates, Mr. Per- 
J vault reported a Vancouver 

_ V, dderman told him the premier 
>aid to the alderman he “would 

•:?§; be glad to tell him what a BpSjMMflaaj 
bridge is and what approaches SHBfil 

■ «re."
Mr Perrault asked whether 
ip hiehwavs department had $ Ij the highways department had!

I submitted a plan to the Pre-jL^™ 
I inier, if any proposals havc$|
5 been made and it the premier 
^ intended to enter negotiationseftiP6 
Iwith Ottawa. 

rejection

But when the premier rose to| 
answer his questions he said: “Ig 
have nothing further to add to I 
what has already been said.” |

“We do not accept" Mr.l 
Perrault’s recommendations g 
that the Public Utilities Com-1 

I mission be expanded and study]
I Hydro rates, said the premier inf 
reply to another question. I 

Mr. Perrault assaulted the]
! government for announcing Hy-S 
jdro rate reductions “preceded | 
by a political message paid fori 
by public funds.”

r'Ks

ii

1 fi
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‘Premier Plots 
To Dominate’

want—you needn’t kid me.”
I ‘‘If you stood up right now 
and said you want four times 
the salary and if you would 
start working for the people in- 

[ stead of yourself, I would gladly 
Mr. Gibson

By JACK FRY j When order was restored, Mr. 
f Gibson continued: "I am very 

É concerned, Mr. Premier, about!
your attitude, your planning,| 

^ your scheming, your thoughts to! 
rÿ dominate, not govern.”

He told the premier he should ! 
not go to the people for rc-elec- 

‘ tion until he takes care of the 
H problems faced by the Lower 

Mainland.
CALMER

“The people in B.C. know they 
11 (Liberals) are talking out of both I 
■£. sides of their mouth at once . . . 
p they try to condemn the govern­

ment, then say, ‘Don't bring on I 
an election because he's doing1 
a good job there’,” said thel! 

É premier.
Mr. Bennett apologized to Mr. i: 

|! Gibson, explaining that he pre-i 
^ fers to attack politics ratheri 
j| than people. “If I hurt your feel-1 
p ings a few minutes ago, I a polo-1 

gize.”
The tension on the floor eased | 

H and Mr. Gibson, in a friendlier| 
g tone called back: “It's no won-jj 
[der you get elected.” I

Legislative Reporter
Personalities were dragged 

through the dirt in the legisla­
te Friday when ex-logger 
iGordon Gibson assailed Premier 
I Bennett for ignoring problems 
in the Lower Mainland area.

The towering Liberal member 
from North Vancouver said that 
unless the premier starts pay- ! 

ling attention to these problems, : 
[‘‘you are going to .do down in 
[disgrace because you are get­
ting too high for this world and 
you should move on to the 
next.”

Mr. Bennett retorted that he 
saw Mr. Gibson on television 
recently and that he looked a 
little high, too.
‘POWER*

| Mr. Gibson unleashed a bitter 
! tirade against the premier.
| He said it is not the money 

Bennett wants (the

: d give it to you,

| ‘ASHAMED*
yj He then told the House he $ 
Hwants some assurance from the | 

premier that he is not only | 
®jphysically fit but that “mentally | 
ÿq you’re all right.”
4 “Order!” Order!” rapped! 

kj deputy speaker William Speare f- 
p (SC. Cariboo).

I1! “I'm sick of personalities.” i 
IIshouted Donald Smith (SC, Vic-1 
gloria), jumping to challenge| 
HMr. Gibson. “You should be | 

ashamed of yourself. I'm B 
Pashamed of your attitude!'*
1 ATTITUDE
y Harry McKay (L. Femic) | 
g| joined the fray. Jumping up and® 
m wagging a finger towards thel 
Uj Socred ML A, he said: “You sit fe 
S df>wn. Did you hear the prcm-l 

: id 's remark five minutes ago?”I

that Mr.
House was debating the $76,269 
estimates for the premier's 
office), “it’s the power you

premieri wasn’t prepared to tell i 
[the truth about Mr. Gunderson 
| to the Senate.1'
! Premier Bennett replied that 
it is time for the Liberals to 

[“clean things up right at home. 
[The prime minister of Canada 
[said recently that he appointed| 
I senior men to the Senate 
because they collected funds for 
the Liberal party.”

These men, he continued, are I 
“directors of chartered banks” 

land the ones who blocked B.C.’s 
application for a chartered

For Grits

20' Year dolph Harding (NDP, Kaslo-j 
Slocan i told the legislature 
Thursday.

Mr. Harding, speaking in the 
debate on the premier’s esti­
mates, was hammering at his 
familiar theme of fair treat-! 
ment for the Arrow Lakes! 
settlers whose property is being 

He said Hydro

same as farm clearing.
OTHER ClJTS

“No it isn’t,
Harding. “Up 1 
Arrow' Lakes) they just cut the! 
trees dowm and burn them.” |

Earlier Mr. Harding rdferreq 
to a scheduled March 21 meet­
ing between the premier, as] 
Hydro fiscal agent, and thel 
power company, at which Mr. 
Bennett said he would reconw 
mend natural and manufactured! 
gas rate reductions.

“If you can make those! 
reductions, „ I have severra 
others you can make at the 
same time,” Mr. Harding sakM

Sleep
Forecast

said Mr.

expropriated, 
pays contractors upwards of 
S400 an acre for clearing land 
and pays settlers only $100 an 
acre for cleared land.
CURRENT COST

The settlers are entitled to the 
value of cleared land for all 
their holdings, he said. That is, 
the cost of clearing, plus the 
land’s initial cost.

Premier Bennett then rose to 
quote from a document handed 
to him by Agriculture Minister 
Frank Richter.

He said the agriculture de­
partment is clearing land in the 
Kootenays at a cost of ^38.10 an

‘RIDICULOUS*
“You'd better come up to the 

people of the Arrow Lakes and 
tell them that,” Mr. Harding 
said. “If the department can do 
it for $38, whey do we pay $400 
or $500?”

Some clearing goes as high as 
$1,400 an acre, he said.

“Hydro is getting sold down 
the river.”

Changing his tack, the pre- 
Irhier then said : “To compare 
! the two is just ridiculous. “The 
1 Arrow Lakes clearing is not tile

Bennett predictedPremier
Friday the Liberal government | 

I will be defeated in the next 
federal election..

The Liberal party “will be j 
defeated and it won’t rise again 
for 20 years,” he said in the 
legislature in reply to a verbal 
attack on Einar Gunderson by 

iB.C. Liberal leader Ray Per- 
[rault.
I Mr. Perrault told the House 
I that Mr. Bennett must ask 
I Einar Gunderson to resign his 
(directorships on the B.C. Hydro 
land other Crown agencies or 
(give up his job as custodian of 
I funds for the Social Credit 
I party.
I‘MORALITY*
I “This is a most serious 
I situation, at stake is the whole 
I government standard of moral- 
lily. He has not only failed to 
I resolve this serious conflict of 
I interest but

Columbia

expropriât

he actually told 
[the Senate he didn’t know the 
man was a member of the 
Social Credit party.”

| The Liberal leader said that 
“one of the reasons the Bank of 
B.C. application was rejected by

By BARRY JOHNSON
B.C. Hydro is being sold down 

the river by contractors clear­
ing land to make way for the

we will live tn

k- ,' ,
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No More Redistribution Concessions?

Measure of Discontent
•ÜirfllIS■HMIK

Observers at the legislature
■ - v ■ ■ > say the government can make

>■ MSi no more concessions to its dis­
contented back-benchers about

1 the redistribution bill which is
before the House.

H Some political pundits say I 
J that in bringing in a bill which 
S| soothed the Throne Speech pro-| 

tests of' its northern members,L 
the government has already ' 
modified ' the Angus Commis- , 
sion’s report to the point where| 
there can be no excuse for ! 
further changes.

There js a very good chance 
K the bill will be pushed through 
Hr the way it was introduced, on an 

Kb* odd - man - out basis in which 
B some faces will disappear from
■ the government benches as well 

Bgg as from the opposition side of 
Æ&'l the House.

I Obviously. politicians on both
■ sides of the House disagree on 

| what changes should he made 
1 to give citizens better repre-|pj

sentation in the legislature.
But a Jose look at the lineup HI 

will show that changes must be

i restriefed Terms ot rcierertcel 
il laid down for his commission,!
| was based on a conclusion that® 
j in this mountainous province it II 
j is impossible to use either 
I population formula, or an urban-fl 
| rural formula anywhere outside| 
j of the Lower Mainland.

So the commission drew up a ,1 
H compromise, single - member | 
j riding plan in which Greater § 
j Vancouver would get four ne\v| 
j seals, the Lower Mainland and ?i 
I Fraser Valley three more and!
I North Vancouver and Coast one |

These eight seats were to be 1 
8 found by eliminating three § 
I ridings in the Kootenays, two in p 
8 northern B.C. and one each ini 
^Greater Victoria, the Okanagan | 
land West Central B.C.

There would then be 16 mem-1 
[1 hers for Greater Vancouver,!

even for the Lower Mainland! 
|and Fraser Valley and three fori 
I North Vancouver and Coast, [ 
1 while in the far north the former| 
869,700 square mile Allin riding | 
I w ould be merged into a new i 
S Northland riding 128,830 square | 
Emiles in kize.

For example, Saanich ML AI 
| John Tisdalle represents 29,719 m 
3 voters while each of the three |
I Victoria members — Public- :
| Works Minister W. N. Chant, L. .... 
j Waldo Skillings anrl Dona Id ■ 

Smilh — each speak for only 
■ 10,927.

Allin MLA Frank Caldcrl 
represents 1,974 \ olers in north- 
western B.C. while DrwdncyHI 
MLA David Barrett is the voice Ml 

HU for 98.K18 registered voters.
Thus, there can tie no doubt Eg 

that redistribution is needed atl_ 
_ this time.

* *
I The approach taken liy Dr.lR 
1 Henrv F. Angus, under thej

Northern Socred MI.As im-g 
Imeditely protested and when the:- . 
Igovcrnmcnt's redistribution bill '
■ was introduced in the legislature |
|Premier Bennett announced the|
* government had decided tog
■ leave the northern ridings as|
I they are, and to make up fori 
a the deficiency by adding two g 
| more scats to the House.

This action weakened the men- p 
|acing rebellion which is still |
| raging in the Socrcd hack-1 
I benches. But it is considered |
| highly unlikely that the govern-1 
y ment would further alter the£
I Angus report by amending ils |
{j owrn .bill to please a handful of I 
|disgruntled backbenchers.

& .; , ’ •*' 
Hk - -

-Mi" : Le?
i. ■
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‘ TEk ;



i - . M "• i^l'%

-k»' TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1966^ -
Fis €1«y

Wof Authorized'-Strachan 6Under Study -Premier]

Why Tax Trees? Bennett Asked
! The government is studying 
| the question of whether trees 
, should be ignored when 
; assessment is be in.: made on 
[ land. Premier Bennett said

He was replying in the 
? legislature to a charge by 
Î Opposition Leader Robert 
i Strachan that the Taxation

■
had shed

„ debate on* e> 
for the department of 

B why trees growing on prix ate 
SM property are assessed, when a 

W famer is not asses>ed for the 
crops he is growing.

One assessor, he said, had 
been quoted as saying, “You 
keep upping the assessment, 
and as long as no one 
complains you keep upping 
the assessment.”

Ti ' premier asked the NDP 
lear .*r. “Would you give me 
that assessor’s name? That is 
against all government in- 
tructions.*'

Mr. Strachan told the House 
that people on Vancouver 
Island are being forced to 
have their trees cut down by 
this assessment iwlicy which 
is destroying the beauty of thé 
Island and is causing “irra­
tional and excessive jumps'' 
in assessment rates.

Liberal leader Ray Perrault 
told the House that B.C. has 
the highest provincial capita 
debt, according to the Cana­
dian Tax Foundation tax 
report released in February.

B.C.’s per capita tax debt is 
$812, while Alberta’s per 
capita debt of $273 is the 

, lowest in Canada, he said.
* * *

Mr. Bennett replied that 
some of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics figures were in 
error, and said, “They were 
so wrong they didn’t credit 
B.C. with setting up a sinking 
fund for its direct debt -and 
we are the only province 
which has (such a fundi.’’

Alex Macdonald (NDP —

Wffü

Vanc ouver Fast i asked the I 
finance minister to consider I 
bringing in legislation which 
would put a limit on election I 
campaign funds and require 1 
public disclosure of funds | 
above a certain amount.

* ★ *
“The answer is no,” said I 

Mr. Bennett. “I’m in favor of I 
the federal Parliament | 
dealing with this matter on i 
broad basis.”

The premier explained that I 
provincial legislation would be I 
ineffective because unless it I 
were contrplled on a nation- I 
wide basis, campaigning could J 
be done across the border by I 
radio stations in Alberta or | 
Seattle. m

■ .

Party Leaders 
Honor De Beck

The 83rd birthday Monday of E. K. DeBeck, 
clerk of the legislative assembly, was acknowledged 
in the House by all three political leaders.

Premier Bennett said, “There,
I > a lot of talk these days about Similar sentiments were ex- 
Ithe age of people and how young pressed by Opposition Leader ] 
■ they should retire. But it isn't Robert Strachan and Liberal | 
| the age of a person, k’s the leader Ray Perrault.
I spirit" that counts. The premier urged Mr. De- j

He said Mr. DeBeck had Beck to “go ahead” and say “
8 served British Columbia well, something in reply. The elderly j 
I *nd that “we hope he has many, clerk pulled a microphone to- j
| many more (birthdays) to ward him and protested : “But |

I have no voice here."

Insurance
Bill

Introduced
A bill which would put the 

I B.C. government in the auto- 
■ mobile insurance business was 
[given first reading in the legis-

It was introduced By Opposi-f] 
tion Leader Robert Strachan.

The bill calls for establish-L 
ment of a universal, govern-1 
ment - administered insurance | 
plan for personal injury and| 
property loss compensation.

However, the opposition is I 
not allowed to bring in legisla- ti 
tion which would involve the g 
expenditure of money, and the I 
bill may be ruled out of order 1 
when it comes up for second | 
reading.

I Sport Fishing

‘Lenient’ 
Laws 

Criticized
/ commercial fisherman from lî 

6 Sidney complained Monday that I 
B B.C.’s sport fishing laws are tool 
I lenient on fishermen irom tlie|
| United States.

Richard Larson told a special § 
I legislative fisheries committee 1 
1 he knew of one American sports | 
I fisherman who, along with 
I friend, took 67 coho and Chinook [ 
I salmon at Stewart Island.

He said the American told 1 
I him their two-day fishing trip a 
j had not cost him a cent in Can- [ 
I ada, because he had loaded | 
I enough fuel and provisions 
j Seattle for the whole trip.
| BUY ICE HERE

Mr. Larson said some Ameri-1 
I can yachts buy ice here for 500 K
5 to 700 pounds of salmon which | 
[they have in their boats.

A B.C. Wildlife Federation 
I brief advised the committee A 
[that a study should be made tog
■ evaluate the competition be-1
■ tween commercial and sports I 
1 fisheries interests, to decide 1
6 how their activities should be § 
I limited.

The federation also supported | 
I earlier proposals by the Fish-f 
I eries Association, the Trollers’ | 
I Association and the Fishermen’s | 
! Union that a commercial fish-1; 
I eries department should be [ 
I established by the provincial h 
1 government
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1SDP Demands Probe Did Suppliers Pay?

Jones’ Ghost Shows
%eghost of the 3ones Idfair \ 

was revived Monday when i 
Dewdney MLA David Barrett | 
asked for an inquiry into whether 
successful bidders for govern-1 

j ment contacts were Inter ap-1 
jproached to donate to the So- 5 
jcial Credit campaign fund.

.3 The NDP member read to the ' 
legislature excerpts of a radio !! 
interview last July, in which ^ 
former purchasing commission 1 
chairman George E. P. Jones ? 
purportedly said Einar Gundar- 
son wanted to know who was 
being awarded certain contracts. I

Earlier in this session, the op- 6 
position called on Premier Ben­
nett to force- Mr. Gundarson, ! 
former finance minister, to give | 
up his job as “Social Credit 1 
bagman” if he wanted to retain , 
his directorships on several J 
Crown agencies.
TRANSCRIPT

Mr. Barrett told the House J 
that according to the radio tran­
script Mr. Jones “saw nothing | 
remiss” in drawing certain files jt 
and informing Mr. Gunderson of rj 

; the awards. '
The newsman, Roy Jacques of 

radio CFUN, was quoted as say­
ing: "... In subsequent months, 
officials for companies who had 
been bitten for slush fund con­
tributions contacted him to ask 
if he could help in calling off the 
dogs.”

Mr. Jones allegedly said the| 
8 situation reached the point where |

one man wno nacT contributed 
$25,000 to the “Socred bairel” 
complained he had been brushed 
off by “some young buyer punk 
wet behind the ears” and that 
Mr. Jones had better “do some­
thing about it.”
NO PERMISSION 

Mr. Barrett asked the premier 
I whose permission Mr. Gunderson! 
| had to snoop around the files of 
g the purchasing commission.

“No one’s,” snapped the pre- 
j mier.

M V.. _ _ _concerned .
'"’t - enough.”

There was a “deplorable si- 
i lencc ' ’ from the government ben- 

m ches on this question, said Mr.
| Maefarlane. “It leads the people

I to suspect there's something very 
seriously wi*ong with Mi*. Gunder- 
son being connected with the ' 

; government and a member of 
various Crown agencies.”

"It is disgraceful and typical 
, of what we are trying to deal1 "c «te uyuig io

The Dewdney MLA said that U ? ' u'ith in this House and this
if Mr. Jones' statements were 
lies, he should be taken to 
court by the attorney-general.
INVESTIGATION

Oak Bay Liberal MLA Alan 
Maefarlane wanted to know if 
Premier Bennett had asked the 
attorney-general to investigate 
the charges made in the inter­
view.

Mr. Bennett replied the “alter-1 
ney-general is responsible fort 
law enforcement... the premier 
doesn't interfere in any way.”

"Well, I would like to say I 
think this is a disgraceful situa-; 
don.” continued Mr. Maefarlane. . 
"The premier is the leader of 
this government and he is res-- 
ponsible to see that important^ 
matters are taken care of by j 
his departments.” 
‘DEPLORABLE*

He said it is “obvious to every- ! 
one the minister of finance 
knows or mu$t know about alle-

i gov-
; emment — the people in this 
province can do nothing but be- 

‘ lieve thé worst about Mr. Gun- 
Ip.; dereon, the premier and the 
p- attorney-general when they re- 
11 fuse to stand up and say somc-

NO MEMO
The radio transcript, which 

j indicated that a memorandum 
about Mr. Gunderson’s access 
to the files was sent to the attor*

\ 1 ney-general. was tabled in the 
tv *House by Mr. Barrett.

Attorney-General Bonner said : 
“This is the first information I 
have that a suggestion has been 
made about my receipt of a me­
mo from the former chairman of 
the purchasing commission. ;

“I have no recollection of 
having received such a memo­
randum. ... the girls are sear­
ching the records now and they 
advise me there is no such 
memorandum in the files.”

mi

“—

E V ' " < &



TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1966

HFjVot Authorized’-Strachan 6Under Study-Premier]

Why Tax Trees? Bennett Asked
fj The government is studying 

m the question of whether trees 
Ë should be igno r e cl when 

assessment is being made on 
land, Premier Bennett said 

i Monday.
| He was replying in the 

V legislature to a charge by 
Opposition Lea dji_r .Robert 

• 1 Strachan that the Taxation 
Act does not authorize the 

, placement of a tax on ti;ei’s.

Mr-
$$! during

Strachan had asked 
debate on estimates, 

for the department of finance 
why trees growing on private 
property are assessed, when a 
tamer is not assessed for the 
crops he is growing.

One assessor, he said, had 
been quoted as saying, “You 
keep lipping the assessment, 
and as long as no one 
complains you keep upping 
the assessment."

Ti 2 premier asked the NDP 
leader. “Would you give me 
that assessor’s name? That is 
against all government in­
trusions.”

Mr. Strachan tqld the House 
that people on Vancouver 
Island" are being forced to 
have their trees cut down by 
this assessment policy which 
is destroying the beauty of the 
Island and is causing “irra­
tional and excessive jumps’’ 
in assessment rates.

Liberal leader Ray Perrault 
told the House that B.C. has 
the highest provincial capita 
debt, according to the Cana­
dian Tax Foundation tax 
report released in February.

B.C.'s per capita tax debt is 
$812, while Alberta’s per­
ça pita debt of S27:i is the 
lowest in Canada, he said.

* * *
Mr, Bennett replied that 

some of the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics figures were in 
error, and said, “They were 
so" wrong they didn't credit 
B.C. with setting up a sinking 
fund for its direct debt and 
we are the only province 
which has (such a fund)."

Alex Macdonald (N D P —

Vancouver East ) asked the | 
finance minister. to consider 
bringing in legislation which j 
would put a limit on election I 
campaign funds and require 1 
public disclosure of funds | 
above a certain amount.

★ ★ *
“The -answer is no,” said I 

Mr. Bennett. “I’m in favor of 
the federal Parliament 
dealing with this matter on a | 
broad basis.'

The premier explained that I 
provincial legislation would be I 
ineffective because unless it I 
were controlled on a nation- I 
wide basis, campaigning could 
be done across the border by
radio stations 
Seattle.

in Alberta or

_______________________ HÜ

Party Leaders 
Honor De Beck

The 83rd birthday Monday of E. K. DeBeck, 
clerk of the legislative assembly, was acknowledged 
in the House by all three political leaders.

Premier Bennett said, “There ;
I is a lot of talk these days about Similar sentiments were ex- g| 
■ the age of people and how young pressed by Opposition Leader ?
1 they should retire. But it isn't Robert Strachan - and Liberal |
I the age of a person, it's the! leader Ray Perrault, 
j spirit” that counts. The premier urged Mr. De-
1 He said Mr. DeBeck had ; Beck to “go ahead” and say H 
| served British Columbia well, something in reply. The elderly j 
land that "we hope he has many, j clerk pulled a microphone to-

more (birthdays) to|ward him and protested: 
11 have no voice here.’

‘But

Insurance
Bill

Introduced
A bill which would put the 

I B.C. government in the auto- 
I mobile insurance business was 
I given first reading in the legis-

;onday
It was introduced By Opposi- \l 

tion Leader Robert Strachan.
The bill calls for establish- [ 

ment of a universal, govern­
ment - administered insurance | 
plan for personal injury and 
property loss compensation.

However, the opposition is F 
not allowed to bring in legisla-1 
tion which would involve the | 
expenditure of money, and the | 
bill may be ruled out of order I 
when it comes up for second I 
reading.

Sport Fishing

‘Lenient’ 
Laws 

Criticized
/ commercial fisherman from $ 

jj Sidney complained Monday that| 
BB.C.’s sport fishing laws are tool 
I lenient on fishermen irom thc| 
[United States.

Richard Larson told a special | 
I legislative fisheries committees 
I he knew of one American sports | 
I fisherman who, along with 
I friend, took 67 coho and chinook| 
I salmon at Stewart Island.

He said the American told 1 
I him their two-day fishing tripïj 
I had not cost him a cent in Can- [ 
| ada, because he had loaded | 
I enough fuel and provisions 
I Seattle for the whole trip, 
g BUY ICE HERE

Mr. Larson said some Ameri-1 
I can yachts buy ice here for 5001 
Ito 700 pounds of salmon which | 
I they have in their boats.

A B.C. Wildlife Federation E 
[brief advised the committee* 
[that a study should be made to I 
[evaluate the competition be-1 
[tween commercial and sports I 
[ fisheries interests, to decide I 
|how their activities should beg 
| limited.

The federation also supported | 
I earlier proposals by the Fish- ft 
I cries Association, the Trollers’ [ 
I Association and the Fishermen’s [ 
■ Union that a commercial fish-1 
I cries department should be [ 
I established by the provincial L 
1 government
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NDP Demands Probe Did Suppliers Pay?

Jones’ Ghost Shows
„ The^i(iSKPffi?3^5s^affair j
P was revived Monday when jj 
i Dewdney MLA David Barrett j 
j' asked for an inquiry into whether - 
! j successful bidders for govern- ■ 
p ment contacts were later ap- [ 
S proached to donate to the So- |
! : cial Credit campaign fund.
„ The NDP member read to the i! 
J legislature excerpts of a radio 'I 
1 interview last July, in which 1 
| former purchasing commission | 
1 chairman George E. P. Jones jj 

purportedly said Elnar Gundar- 
son wanted to know who was | 

s being awarded certain contracts. |
Earlier in this session, the op- « 

position called on Premier Ben-1 
nett to force Mr. Gundarson. | 
former finance minister, to give | 
up his job as “Social Credit ?j 
bagman” if he wanted to retain | 
his directorships on several $ 
Crown agencies.

Î TRANSCRIPT 
. Mr. Barrett told the House! 
r that according to the radio Iran- jj 
I script Mr. Jones “saw nothing I 
j- remiss” in drawing certain files! 
j and informing Mr. Gunderson of| 
I the awards.

The newsman, Roy Jacques of| 
radio CFUN, was quoted as say-1 
ing: . . In subsequent months, f
officials for companies who had| 
been bitten for slush fund con-| 
tributions contacted him to askg 
if he could help in calling off the § 
dogs.”

Mr. Jones allegedly said the I 
| situation reached the i>oint where |j

in who* âad contributed■
one man
$25,000 to the “Socred barrel” 
complained he had been brushed 
off by “some young buyer punk|$ 
wet behind the ears” and that 
Mr. Jones had better “do some­
thing about it.”
NO PERMISSION 

Mr. Barrett asked the premier

I whose permission Mr. Gunderson 
liad to snoop around the files of h 
the purchasing commission.

“No one's,” snapped the pre-

Thc Dewdney MLA said that 
if Mr. Jones’ statements were 
lies, he should be taken to 
court by the attorney-general. 
INVESTIGATION 

Oak Bay Liberal MLA Alan 
Macfarlane wanted to know if 
Premier Bennett had asked the 
attorney-general to investigate 
the charges made in the inter­
view.

Mr. Bennett replied the ‘‘attor­
ney-general is responsible for 
law enforcement... the premier • ' 
doesn’t interfere in any way.” « 

“Well, I would like to say I y 
think this is a disgraceful situa-1 
tion,” continued Mr. Macfarlane. , 
"The premier is the leader of 
this government and he is res-' 
ponsible to see that important ut; 
matters are taken care of by j 
his departments.”
‘DEPLORABLE*

He said it is “obvious to every­
one the minister of finance 
knows or must know about alle-

' concerned . , . that’s not good^j 
I enough.”
| There was a “deplorable si*
- lencc” from the government ben­

ches on this question, said Mr. 
Macfarlane. “It leads the people 

.1 to suspect there's something very 
1 | seriously wrong with Mr. Gunder­

son being connec ted with the 
j government and a member of 
various Crown agencies.”

1 “It is disgraceful and typical 
of what we are trying to deal

j..' ivtrtr in Uaub» -------

i of this kind . . he’s not*

with in this House and this gov­
ernment — the people in this 
province can do nothing but be­
lieve the worst about Mr. Gun- 

, derson, the premier and the 
N attorney-general when they re­

fuse to stand up and say some- 
H thing.”

NO MEMO
j The radio transcript, which 

, (indicated that a memorandum 
about Mr. Gunderson’s access 

. to the files was sent to the attor- 
: Jney-general, was tabled in tlie 

‘House by Mr. Barrett.
Attorney-General Bonner said : 

“This is the first information I 
have that a suggestion has been 
made about my receipt of a me­
mo from the former chairman erf 
the purchasing commission.

“I have no recollection of 
i having received such a memo- 
j randum. ... the girls are sear­
ching the records now and they 
advise me there is no such 
memorandum in the files.”

m
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isdalle ApplaudeSocred Trio New Democrat, and Liberal 
members when he said he 
thought the government’s deci­
sion to add two scats to the 
House nullified the purpose of 
the Angus commission’s public 
hearings.

"I want to make it clear the 
submission I made would never 
have been made on the basis of 
54 members. Any submission] 

I anyone made at that time is] 
'ultra vires,” the Socred said. I

By JACK FRY 
Legislative Reporter

Three Social Credit backbenchers voted against 
the government’s controversial redistribution bill 
when a showdown was called Tuesday after a 
tense, two-hour debate in the legislature.

A fourth backbencher. Suan-1 nounccd that another redistrit 
,lch MLA John Tisdallc, deliver- (jon would ^ hold in 1971, fi 
;ed a blistering attack against [rom ^
the bill but supported it during„e defended the “courage" 
second reading — approval in y)e guvcrnmenl ,n bringing 
principle - because hr'believes M| and ^a^ed that in 1
redistribution is needed in B.C. npxt election, Social Cre 

Second reading of Bill 32, j Would win “every seat in i 
called at 4:25 p.m,, after seven Kootenays.” 
hours of bitter debate in the] Revoit 0f the backbench! 
House (five of them during ] bc„an a week ago, when I

emment, when an election i 
comes, will win every seat (four: 
after redistribution) in the] 
Kootenays.”
‘YOUR DUTY*

“You can talk here as long; 
as you like, and you have the | 
right to talk. It is the duty of, 
the government to lead and the| 
duty of the opposition to oppose.1

“I say that again, it is your 
duty to oppose us here today,” 
said the premier, wagging his i 

i hand toward the opposition 
benches.

I Vancouver and the Lower 
I Mainland regions of British Co- 
j lumbia need greater represent­
ation, but 'out of 54 members, 
if the whole northern half of 

i the province is not entitled to 
I seven members then let them 
(the opposition) tell that to the 
people.”

“This government is not go­
ing to wait 20 years for another 
redistribution. We will have an­
other redistribution in five 

| years, Mr. Speaker.”

Chabot of Columbia. in 1871 and is now 95 years old.
Premier Bennett, in the clos-.was to be torn up and split into 

ing minutes of the debate, an- 'three parts.

One of Oldest
we are premature in going for 
redistribution now . . . Lillooet 
boundaries should not be 
changed, and until we get some­
thing clear-cut on it, I have to 
vote against the bill,” Mr. Rob­
inson said.

He was followed immediately

richest, he said, “and now they 
wipe my constituency right off' 
the face of the map.”

I He said his voters wanted the 
boundaries to remain as they 
were, or at least for the old 

I name to be retained as “Lil- 
ilooet-Yale,” and they wanted 
I “assurance the government has 
! respect for this constituency.”

“Pussyfoot!” called Liberal 
leader Ray Perrault. “So, you’re

think this is one time when the 
government should utilize to 
good advantage the proverbial 
■second îook’,” Mr. Lundell said,“My decision, Mr. Speaker quietly but firmly.
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lore a division was cal 
and the vote taken. Ernie Le*
Cours (SC, Delta) said. I am 
happy to support the legislation 
as it is now."

Earlier in the debate. Alex 
Macdonald (NDP. Vancouver 
East) charged the government 
with "tampering" with the 
Angus report to gain an ad- j$j 
vantage over the NDP in north- 
era B.C. and the heavily popu- p 
lated Vancouver area. |w|
COLD REALISM *

| “We are debating the cold‘
| I political realism of the Social 
| ! Credit movement who’ve looked;
||| at this to see where they could 

Bp* get the most political advan- 
tage," he said.

Û/} Mr. Bennett called out : "This 
fi i is the first election ever con- 
• ’ ceded before it was called."

Victoria MLA Donald Smith 
roused the wrath of the op­
position when he said that 
apart from ridings in northern 

. B.C., the Angus recommenda- 
y jtions were kept intact ‘‘except 
p: : for a few (boundary) lines."
' “Bill 32 has been greatly im­

proved in accordance with the 
H report that was brought in,” he 

continued.

Farms 
4First’

By JACK FRY 
Legislative Reporter

B.C. Hydro should give pref- ] 
erence to farmers in rural areas j 
when restoring power lines 
broken by snow storms, says 
Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan.

* * *
Many farmers on the Island 

found themselves witliout power 
for “four or five days and even 
more'* during a heavy snowfall 

| a few months ago, he said Tues­
day during debate of estimates! 
tor the agriculture department. I 

! Farmers. . and particularly 
1 dairy farmers, rely on electri-j 
I city for their milking machines,!

Ii.iilk cooking processes, and 
dec freezes, said Mr. Strachan. 

“If this government, takes the 
1 credit when the sun shines, it 
i will also have to take the blame 
I for bad weather,” he told Agri 
] culture Minister Richter.

Widow's
Share
BoostedJ|

®§| A bill which wil
i| widow’s share ol her husband’s

E estate in the hands of an ad- ‘ 
Hj ministratov was given first 

i tpl reading in the legislature Tues- WÊ 
Jfjj day.

;| Attorney-General Robert Bon-® 
|3 her introduced the amendment ||f 
jll to the Administration Actptt-^ 
f.:i which will increase a w idow’s ffer 
jv ! automatic sharing of an estate Sllg 
! / from $10,000 to $20,000 where ;

■ j there is no will.
The bill will also give ad- 

! ministrators the authority to ar­
range for funerals and make 

I other arrangements in connec- 
| lion with a deceased person's 
j estate before letters of admini­

stration are issued.

piV

Ü

section would allow non- 
I residents selected by the cabi- 
I net, on recommendation of Rec- 
1 reation and Conservation Minis- 
I ter Kiernan, to hunt without 
j guides.
j WAIVE SECTION

The provision was also criti­
cized by Cyril Shelford (SCI 
a Omineca) who noted the minis-1 
81er will have the jx>wer to desig- 
! nate any area of the province; 
I or any person he chooses, and! 
J waive the section of the act) 
i stipulates no non-resident 
j may hunt without a licenced 
\ guide.

"Marty people today are sit- 
I tin6 rW across the border 
1 waiting tor this change," h*
I said. “This is like an open book. I 
j NOT SUCCESSOR 
■ ^ Î tr¥l* this minister, but 
1 don t trust his successor. .

Legislative Roundup

Section of Act. 
On Wildlife 

Open to Abuses’
A section of a proposed new wildlife act giving the 

cabinet power to waive terms and conditions of hunting 
licences is “open to all kinds of abuses," Randolph 
Harding (NDP, Kaslo-SIovanI said in the legislature 1 

Tuesday.———■

I to Tweedsmuir Park and was";; 
allowed to go hunting 
a guide there would be nothing, 
in the world to stop him taking 

potshot at a mountain goat.j 
r sheep, or moose or any-) 

thing," he said.
“X don't want to see this ,de-j 

l partment changed from a de-| 
partment of game management |

I‘ io a department of game har-Pi 
vest, and when you let in non-i. 

il residents, tills is a game har-f; 
OKÿvest. ’
IS I'SE OF AIRCRAFT

Tight controls on using air-1 
'[i craft in hunting were urged by I 
y Leo Nimsick -NDP. Cranbrook)| 
fl who said jusi prohibiting hunt-jp 
Sing from aircraft is not enough.j;
; He said aircraft should only;, 
Sbe able to transport hunters to| 
| where the aircraft normally op-| 
I crate from.

“Certain areas of the province|

mmæemm

■’vA-.
*

i

MukjIcI l* liilxxj to aircraft.” he 
said and warned that game herefe - j 
could "become like the buffalo." 1.

* * *
I .i lierai leader Ray Perrault Sj 

told ilie legislature the provin-|g 
j cial government has faiJe '
; keej> trust with residents of 
Fraser Valley alter making £

! flood control promises.
-He quoted Premier Bennett > 

\ saying in 1964 that the premier 
1 had a vision of a multi-million - 
dollar flood control program, 

j ' “Is this government waiting 
I for another 1948 disaster on the 
Fraser before doing anything?” 
Mr. Perrault asked in the de-1 
bate on agriculture estimates. [ 

He charged the government | 
has told municipalities they § 
must share flood control costs, t 
but said according to the Water I 
Resources Act, only federal- f 
provincial participation is need- £j 
ed.
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DRAMATIC 8TEPH
Mr. Perrault also wondered 

“Where are the drastic steps”' 
in irrigation, envisioned by At-; 
tomey-Genera I Bonner in a re­
port made 11 years ago to a 
royal commission on agricul­
ture

He said Mr. Bonner said in 
his report the government for- 
saw expenditures totalling $87,- 
000,000 on irrigation between 
1955 and 1975. The report said 
there are 500.000 acres of ir­
rigable land in the province.

The government said there are 
124,000 to 35,000 irrigable acres 
in Kamloops alone, he said.

“More than half that 20 years 
has now elapsed,” he said. 
"Where are the dramatic steps?
KNOR MO I S SURPLUS

“I call for some expenditures 
from the government's enor­
mous surplus for this kind of 
profitable investment.

“In the Fraser Valley, it is 
nut only crops, but life and limb 

J that is endangered," he said, j

Mr. Stupich i>ointed out the 
education department, tlie gov­
ernment's biggest spender, last 
year had a difference between 
estimates and expenditures of 
one-quarter of one per cent on 
a budget of more than $100,000,- 
000. The agriculture department,

I he said was 20 per cent out on 
u budget of less than $4,000.000.

.'V''

D. D. Stupich (NDP. N’anai- 
mo-lslands) charged agriculture 
minister Frank Richter “does 
not know how to spend his

MURK

1 V- i.
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iDPers Spray Richter, Charge:

Pesticide Threat Shunned
t
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• Agriculture Minister Richter! 
was bitterly criticized in the | 
legislature Wednesday for not jj! 
taking comprehensive counter | 
measures against the threat of | 
pesticide contamination in B.C. | 

The attack was launched by I 
Mrs. Lois Haggen < NDP, Grand I 
Forks-Greemvood ) who accused 1 
the minister of being more con-1 
cerned with "glorifying” his I 
own position in the cabinet than 
in assisting the owners of three ï 
farms in her riding which were L 
temporarily closed because of | 
contamination.

Leo Nimsick (NDP. • Cran- g 
brook) said that if there was 
danger of contamination else­
where in the province, "we 
should stop using pesticides 
until we know where we stand.” 
WANT ‘FAIR DEAL’

In the debate which raged 
most of the afternoon before the 
agriculture minister’s salary 
vote was finally approved. Lib­
eral leader Perrault said, 'What 
the opposition is fighting for to­
day is merely a fair deal for 
these farmers.”

Randolph Harding I NDP. Kas- 
lo-Slocan) repeatedly hammer­
ed the minister with questions 
about who was studying 1h< 
pesticide problem, how many 
were at work on it and where 
they were conducting research.

David Stupich l NDP. Nanai- 
mo-The Islands) told the House| 
that all the minister had done 
in the l irand Forks agricultural 
crisis uas lo "urge lhe member 
IMrs. Haggen I ... not to say 
anything and maybe the prob­
lem would go away."

Mr. 'Richter shouted into Ins 
microphone: "There is no place 
in the world where (here is 
knowledge of hmv lo dissipate 

H this [com the soil
m

::l

yi ITTAOi. hack, hack
I 'This is a far bigger problem 

|||to me than to you. because 
s' / have the responsibility. And all 

■j^Eyuu'v1 done is hack, hack,
Is hack at me for th« past 24

p The minister said there was 
wj not a great deal ol mlormation 
r j about how the pesticide eon- 

lamination, which affect’s an
■ animal’s fat tissues, could be 

dissipated from the soil
| RESEARCH t NDERWAV

Trade Minister I »f I mark told 
the House that the euntamina- 

i^pntion problem "has to he at-S 
tacked on a continental basis” J 

^■and that the I'nited State» had . 
Ipp given a grant toward pesticide! 

Ill research being carried out by I 
[U the B.C. Research Council.

ÉÊÈË Opposition Leader Strachan | 
charged Mr. Richter was "be- 

l-fe; ing hamstrung into taking no 
action by the pinchpenny artti- 

HH tide of the minister of finance.” 
f *A MATTRESS'

. He said the department of | 
R^| agriculture “has been used for 
PUg* years and years as a mattress 

into which to stuff surplus | 
H;': funds."

I Recreation Minister Kieman. 
IX a former minister of agricul-
■ ttire. rebuked the opposition:
Wt *Tm not going to sit here 
j® quietly and see this type of mis-
■ informed abuse heaped upon the 
MB minister.”

MB FARMERS ‘VICTIMS’
I Dr. Pat McGeer iL. Van- 

S^B couver Point Grey) said the 
ill Grand Forks dairy farmers
■ were "victims of incomplete! 

knowledge and inexact science" j
Band were entitled to compensa-
■ tion.

d Mrs. Haggen told the House 
that the information which she 

■■presented and which touched 
off the fiery debate could be I 
found in the* agriculture depart-k 

Kg " meat’s files as well as her own.*

■

hem

------ --------

i



FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 1966

1

End of Water Dispute 
Aim of Provincial Bill

By JACK FRY 
1-ninlativ- Reiiortrr

k.

H»'I Vi

J The provincial govern mem 
■ii took siens Thursday to break 

up a water dispute which has'
!>een raging for several years 

| between the city ot Victoria and w 
the municipality of Central Saan-1 >.4^ 
ich.

A bill which will return owner- VvT 1 
SSSSag® ship of all water in this region f 
■B to the Crown was given first 

■ reading Thursday night in the 
legislature.

When this amendment to the 
* | Water Act is passed, the Greater 

| Victoria Water Board and Cen­
tral Saanich alike will have to 
start buying their water from 

Ï the provincial government, 
jj ROW BLAMED

Water Resources Minister Ray 
Williston, who introduced the 
bill, confirmed in a corridor in­
terview that the new legislation 
would not have come about if 
Victoria had quietly settled its 
water price dispute with Central 
Saanich.

He said the issue would never

I have arisen if the Greater Vic­
toria Water District had “taken 
the initiative to service the pen­
insula."

The bill, he said, is only an 
|interim measure because there 

not enough water in Elk- 
I Beaver Lake to supply the grow­
ling needs of the Saanich Penin- 
1 sula.
I ttl MPIXU LATER

Eventually, the water district 
I may have to pump water into 
I the lake to maintain the lake 
I level, said the minister.

Mr. Williston met with a dele­
gation from city council at the 
I legislature last night to explain 
I the intent of the new legislation. 

Deputy water resources min­
ister Arthur Paget estimated 
that the water district, which 
up to now has been getting its 
water free, will have to pay 
the government about three 
cents per customer per year 
for water.
Major lakes in this area af-

I
fected. by the change will be 
Sooke, Elk-Beaver, Thetis, 
Langford, Prospect and Glen 
Lakes.

LICENCE NEEDED 
Nominal fee charged for wa-

Iter. after a water rights licence 
is obtained, is two cents per 

100,OOd gallons for domestic pur- 
i,,and two cents per acre-

Ifoot (about 250,000 gallons) for 
irrigation purposes.

Central Saanich will have to 
pay about $110 for its licence, 
while Greater Victoria Water 
District will be given a free 
licence under terms of the bill, 

provincial water officials ex- 
plained.

i who up to

now have been pumping water 
at no charge from the lakes in 
the capital region will also have 
to obtain water rights licences 
when tliis water reverts to the 
Crown, Mi\ Williston said.
TAKES jt'REDIT 

Saanich MLA John Tisdalle

I
 took credit for bringing the mai­
ler to the attention of the gov­
ernment. on hehall of people in 
the northern part of the Saanich 
Peninsula.

He said he was asked to take 
action during a meeting at the 
.Central Saanich- municipal hall 
in January, which was attended 
by representatives from Central 
Saanich, North Saanich. Sidney 
council. Sidney water board, the 
Deep CovC water district, the 
North and South Saanich Agri­
cultural Association, the B.C. 
Ferry Authority and the (edcral 
Experimental Farm at Saanich- 
ton.

The city of Victoria. Mr. Tis- 
I dalle said, "had five years to 
a make up its minds whether it 
I wanted to deal with Central Saa- 
|nich in good faith and its hasn’t 
I done so."

I ‘CITY'S WHIMS’
“In my opinion, the domestic

I
 water consumers on the north­
ern Saanich Peninsula deserve 
some consideration’* on the 
question of water rights, he said. 
“They shouldn’t be left to the

I
 whims of a city of Victoria 
council which change every few 
years."
Mr. Williston said the Water 
Act amendment “places water 
rights in the region under 
licence similar conditions which 
exist in every other part of 
British Columbia.” „ ,

TECHNICAL
“Insofar as Victoria is con­
cerned, it will be in fact a' 

technical difference because! 
Victoria will have, through" 
licence, access to all the watqr 
it requires either for domestic 
purposes or for recreational

‘The matter was brought ad­
ministratively to the fore be­
cause of the squabble" between 
Victoria, and Central Saanich, 
the water resources minister

"In analyzing the situation,
■ there was absolutely no reason 
■ to continue an arrangement 
■ which was abolished in all other | 
■ parts of the province in 1944.
| RESEARCH
“John Tisdale did some re-1 
search on the water administra-1 
tion in this’area and posed the I 
question as to why Victoria was! 
treated differently than all other [ 
parts of the province, and of I 
epurse, there is not satisfactory! 

answer. **
_Mr, Williston explained that|

in 1944, the Coalition government 
under the late Liberal premier1 
John Hart voided 55 water | 
rights acts similar to the Ac l y 
of 1873 which gave Victoria all! 
the water rights in a 20-mile 
radius.

The government at that time£ 
pulled back the legislation! 
which would have voided tfie| 

(Victoria Act. and rescinded 
similar amendment to the Water| 
Act in 1945, he said.

The matter then remained I 
3 dormant until it was revived! 
because of the Elk-Lake Beaver| 
Lake dispute.

I Dollar 
To
Cents

Central Saanich will soon have 
to pay only two cents for the 
same amount of water for which 
it was willing to pay Victoria 
$1.25.

For the past four years the 
city of Victoria has refused to 
accept the cheques being sent 
them by Central Saanich, for 
water drawn from Elk-Beaver 
Lake at the rate of \\i cents 
per 1,000 gallons—or $1.25 per 
100,000 gallons.

But under terms of a bill 
3 introduced in the legislature 
j Thursday, Central Saanich will 
■ soon be able to buy Elk-Beaver 
1 Lake water from the govem- 
| ment at the rate of two cents 
I per 100,000 gallons.

I ‘SATISFIED'
Reeve R. Gordon Lee said 

Thursday night: “Naturally. 
Central Saanich is very satis­
fied this matter has finally been 
dealt with to the satisfaction of 
not only Central Saanich but 
North Saanich, Sidney and other 
users outside, including the toll 
authority, airport and experi­
mental farm.

"For four years, I have been 
trying to negotiate to get a 
renewal of the expired water 
contract. My only regret is that 
there had not been an early 
settlement between Central 
Saanich and Victoria whteh 
would not' have nécessitai
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c Cordon Gibson, never a man 

for half measures, said in the 
legislature Thursday drunken 

H drivers and habitual lushes 
should get the lash.

First “I’d hit their pocket- 
books real hard.” said the North 
Vancouver Liberal. ‘‘Then when | 
fines are no good any more. I'd 
go back to the old system of [t 

lH six lashes.”
“Keep them in jail for a week. | 

then let them out, then bring 
'them back and give them six 
more.”

i He would also treble the tax j| 
m liquor to cut down on’j 

'drunkenness but would leave 1 
11 ; beer, the workingman’s drink, |

I alone, he said.
★ * *

Appointments
Oak Bay Liberal Alan Mac- 

1 tarlane charged that appoint- 
Iment of Queen's Councel in 
■British Columbia is “politically 
I motivated.”

He said the judges of the 
I province and the Law Society 
a submit recommendations to the 
I attorney-general about the 
appointment of a Queens Coun­

sel.
“But he knows as well as he’s 

| sitting there that he does not 
[Jaccept these recommendations.

“It’s not good enough that 
jthese appointments are made 
|for political purpose. It 
I disgrace that a large number 
lot Queen’s Counsel appointments 
I are politically motivated.”

* * *

Insurance
Attorney-General Bonner told 

0 the legislature he expects to 
y have “something before the 
I House” this sitting on a can- 
I collation of car insurance clause.

Members had complained car 
|Insurance companies can cancel 
| a policy 14 days after delivery 
I of a letter to the clients’ resi- 
|dence. They saicj they have files 
a of complaints that persons were 
I away from home, had an acci- 
! dent only to find their insurance 
u had been cancelled by letter. 

★ ★ ★

David Barrett (NDP. Dewdney) 
I blasted government stalling on 
I closing Colquitz Jail and said 
[the matter, plus a cleanup
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egfjlalurp Roundup

ash Demanded
To Curb 
Drunk Drivers

1

No Change

Colquitz

|f

^^
tiieJaw on the malter and studj 
interpretations and past alii 
tudes.

However, he added 
T would have to have very! 

compelling reasons given to me1 
to suggest that Crown prosecii 
tors depart from past practice.’

* * *

:. < •. : i ■ ■ \

Missing Memo
of the Missing 

Ji Memo became a subject of de- 
=| bate in the legislature Thurs- \ 
’ day.

Gordon Dowding (NDP, Burn-j 
aby) gave the matter the title [ 
and demanded to know why the | 
memo—from dismissed purchas 
ing agent George E. P. Tones 
was missing from Attorney 
General Bonner’s files 

The memorandum was first 1 
mentioned in the legislature In 
David Barrett (NDP. Dewdney) 
earlier this week when he read I 

transcript of a radio broadcast 
involving Mr. Jones 

The memo was dictated by 
Mr. Jones, then chairman of the 
purchasing commission who was 
subsequently fired by an act of 
the legislature, to Mr. Bonner 

It dealt with a contractor’s | 
complaint of not getting nroper 
consideration after giving 
000 to the Social Credit Educa­
tion Fund- termed by the oppo­
sition the Social Credit “slush 
fund” for campaign funds 

Discussion cf the rms»m 
memo and destroyed files spi!-| 
led briefly into the night sit-1 
ting when Mr. Bonner told the) 
legislature

‘The documents were destroy 
ed under the Public Documents | 
Disposal Act.

I am advised the files were 
destroyed in 1963.’

Opposition leader Strachnn 
later asked Mr. Bonner to file 
in the House the documents giv 
ing approval for the files to be j 
destroyed

Mr. Strachan said the public 1 
Mr. Strachan said the Public 9 

Document Disposal Act pro-j 
habits any important paper from 
being destroyed in less than 10 
years.

He said the document Mr. 
Dowding was referring to was] 
made in 1965 and would not be | 
10 year’s old in 1963.

The act was amended in 1964 
to provide for destroying docu 
menLs less than 10 years old if 
they were put on microfilm be­
fore the papers were burned.

Iscience’
I Benner.
I fie said the government gave - ,

1 "the first of its standard ex-1 j 
ileuses in 1959’’ for

Colquitz, saying it would tear 
:'i the ancient "snake pit” down in 

10 years.
Then you said you weren’t 

H bringing criminal offenders 
Æ there.” he said. ‘Then, when 
v you admitted you were, you said 
if il was only for six months.

“That was twro years ago,”
Hg Mr. Barrett also said B.C. g>v- 

<•. eminent “through the attovney- 
Jj! general’s neglect,” is running a 
’i school for crime at Oakalla.

Speaking in the debate on the 
at tomey - general’s e sti mates. |
Mr. Barrett said the “school” 
is the old jail's west wing, where 
persons awaiting trial or appeals 
are held.

Of the unit’s average popula­
tion of 175 to 200, 15 to 20 are 
in the 15-to-17-year age group, 
he said. The majority are young­
er than 21, the rest range in age 
to 65.

•j During their average two- 
ê month stay there, young accused 
3 persons experience their intro-1^11 
* dnotion to drugs and homosexu- 

ality. he said.

Social Security
A bill was introduced in the 

ji legislature Thursday which E 
would make workmen’s compen­
sation part of the provincial so- ■ 

F cial security scheme.
“ The bill, introduced by Alex r 

Macdonald (NDP, Vancouver L 
East) is called the Sickness and ■ 
Injury Benefit Iinvestigations 8? 
Act and calls for a commission 
of inquiry to* hold hearings and * 
formulate legislation on what 
would then become a phase of ® 
social security.

It would provide Joss-of-in- 
come insurance in cases of sick­
ness or accident not covered 
by workmen’s compensation, | 
which should be part of the *j 

• |social security scheme, Mr. § 
jTO Macdonald said.

* * *

Attorney - General Bonner 
hinted in the legislature Thurs­
day heysees no change in 
Tunngs prohibiting press cover­
age of juvenile court actions.

He said that, because the 
question has been raised, he has 

review
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Bennett Adds 
One More 
B.C. Riding

SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 1966

Seiners Ask 
Opening 
Of Inlets

By JACK FRY 
Legislative Reporter

Premier Bennett surprised the entire legisla­
ture Friday by announcing he will add another 
seat for the Kootenays—boosting total membership 
in the House from 52 to 55.

______It was one oftwo last-miriute y 
1 concessions apparentiy aimed $Ej 
iat silencing a string of protests "
■ against the redistribution bill 
■Which would have eliminated 
1 three seats by the merging of 
I ridings in the Kootenays.

Provincial Secretary Wesley 
' Black had announced at the 
! opening of debate on third and;

Ifj final reading that the name of; 
y the new Yale constituency 

would be amended to become!

Yale-Lillooet.

V;r i ‘
______

*'3 GOOD SUGGESTION

-,Mr. Bennett told the House!

I A provincial department of] 
i commercial fisheries is needed 
! to help put seiner fishing on a .

I proper basis, a special legida-H 
tive committee was told Friday. --- -- - 

| Frank Buble, president of the 
I Salmon Seine Vessel Owners 

Association, said gillnetters and 
trailers now hold a great advan­
tage over seine fishermen.

Seiners are not allowed to fish 
seven inlets where the best spe­
cies of salmon are caught and 
have only partial access to five 
other areas, he said.

Mr. Buble asked that half a 
dozen areas on the coast be set 
aside for exclusive use by seine 
fishermen.

that the member from Femie

HHH m

(Liberal MLA Harry McKay) i [ .

’ f >v;

jDEBATE DRAGGED
This move apparently was! 

| made to appease the objections ti 
Got Lillooet Socred MLA Don j 
a Robinson, who later announced n 
She still intends to vote againstj| 
| tiie government bill.

A score of members, includ-| 
Bing Saanich Socred MLA John"! 
STisdalle who said he will vote;! 
|! against third reading, had drag- 
fj ged the debate on for V/a hours i | 
ij before Premier Bennett pulled V 

: ’back the bill for the two amend-1 
j ments.

The unexpected climax camejj 
| when the premier stood up andli
■ casually but firmly, said: “We|
■ live in a democracy. It is the J;
■ duty of the government to lead j 
I and it is also the duty of the| 
1 government to listen.”

i:
w gr û

had a good suggestion in his | 
argument that the new Colum­
bia River riding would be too { 
large for a single member.

The premier said the govern-cj 
ment “proposes to divide thatfH 
riding, so we will withdraw the, Vi 
bill today and make two ridings ! 
of what is now Columbia!

He confirmed outside the 1 
; House that the government bill I 
H which would have provided for| 

two new members in the House, | 
will now be amended to pro-g 

I vide for three new members.
He said in the corridor hél 

■ changed his mind because of! 
I the government’s two-river de-| 
|velopment policy.

“Because of the Peace River! 
I development in the north we I 
«added two seats there, and be-1 
;] cause of the Columbia River de-f 
tJvelopment we’re adding an ex-1 
|tra seat in the Kootenays,” Mr.g 
gBènnet said.

Harry McKay, 15th MLÀ tol 
| speak on the bill during the af-’l 
ntemoon, said. “This may be the! 
I last chance I have to speak for| 
jjthe Kootenays in the House.’

He asked that if the govern-!
R ment does nothing else to the |

bill it should at least split, the 
Columbia River riding (formed 
by merging the present Colum­
bia, Revelstoke and Kaslo-SIo 
can ridings) because it is 

H large.
Mr. Tisdale, who six>ke about 

the same time, said he regrets 
that the area called Saanich 
has lost its “centre of influence” 
in the legislature.

He said that while redistribu­
tion is a forward step “. . . It 
doesn’t go far enough, and for 
that reason I’m not prepared to 
support section three (the re­
alignment of boundaries) of this 
bill.”

Mr. Robinson told the HouseS 
“we should never have gone® 
for redistribution in British B 
Columbia this year.”
‘WORTH THREE*

He read a telegram from a V 
1 voter in the Lillooet riding, |; 
1 which he said expressed the 'l 
P opinions of many people in the ^ 
iirural areas.

The sender of the telegram 
p said he considers that “oneti 
p vote out here is worth three ofg 
$ the bloodsucker, welfare 
Stists” who live in the larger!
I cities in this province.

The Socred backbencher con-|
I eluded: “As it stands, I’m I 
I afraid I’ve still got to votefy 

gainst it.”
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Higher Grants to Simon Fraser

University Too
- . ■

Education Minister Peterson' government should pay off the! But 
said Monday the University of remaining debt left on the Gor-[ House:

Mr. Caldcr told thefjpfl 
„ : ‘‘As an integrationistJ|||

| Victoria does not receive per' don Head '-campus and equalizejl must oppose any separate^, J » 3 
I capita capital grants as high the c:»i . il grant ratio paid to building that would create seg-BMIMH 
s as Simon Fraser University b> bo .1 universities, 

cause it was establ.shed some l i.irlier in the ilthiitp Mryears ago. Pc.mon mid Mrs. l-ois Ilngum; sl'vcn h,:Ur8’ 10 minules in ,hc8

ution in this province." 
Alter discussion raged for3

Forks—Green-JÈpfj He said in reply to a ques- (NDP, Grand 
y^fjtion from Alan Macfarlane (L,j wood) he agreed with her thatj 

‘ ‘ ~ ' during debate on the!the pupil-teacher ratio
1$ minister's salary vote that SFU high and that there is a 1 

“completely new and in- ; shortage in the province 
I slant university. " r KCRUITING

It is not accurate to compare j But the minister said steps 
ithe two sites because build no are bcme taken to reduce thc'i*** ln lhc ajri called 
; costs at SFL are h-her ind unlialanccd ratio, and that "aLcross Ulc House t0 Mr Peter. 
< Simon 1 raser is a completnly very active recruitment cam-json.
| new plant, starting from palgn” is now taking place.

Lcg.slaturc. Monday, over Mr.H 
Peterson's salary estimates, the tS 
vote was withdrawn by Premiers# 
Bennett at adjournment, for|J 
further discussion starting at|
2 p.m. today.

Earlier. David Barrett (NDP. 
Dewdney), waved a little red|

jscratch.”
JUST AS NEW 

Mr. Macfarlane

NO “CANADIAN"
Indian MLA Frank Odder( • tion t think our school

(NDP. Atlin) jays he would he i)00};S are being screened closely ' 
against establishment of a vota- cnough ••
lional school for Indians inj Ile was complaining that the!argued that

the University of Victoria’s Gor- northcrn b.C. - because he 
don Head campus is just as js against segregation, 
new as Simon Fraser, and that Cyril Shelford (SC. Omineca) 
while the latter did not have to i0id the legislature there should 
pay for the land if is situated j he some type of industrial 
on, Victoria is still faced with ! school which could teach In- 
operating a split campus .and dian students with a Grade 6 
paving for its new land. - education how to work in a

He told the legislature the pulp mill.

Ill
Winston New Canadian Diction- ft
ary his nine-year-old son, Joe. $
I had had to buy did not contain ' 
the word Canadian.

"It has ‘American.’ An Ameri-i 
can is defined. But If you turn 
further on. you don’t see the-,/
[word Canadian at_all." dw'l

-MiïmlËÊÊiÈm ' ém

y' I f | ’

Second-Class Awards Up 1,000

More Scholarships
fern ; ■ i

m
5 e c o n d -class scholarships 

awarded by the provincial gov­
ernment, amounting to one-third 
of a university student’s tuition 
costs, are to be made to 3,500 
students this coming year — up 
1,000 from the number of 
present grants.

Replying to questions by Alexk 
dacdonald (NDP. Vancouver f 
East) on his education esti­
mates, Education Minister! 
Peterson said that between the 
systems of first- and second- 
class scholarships, bursaries 
and loans available at universi­
ties, “no one need go without a 
university education.”

He also assured John Squire | 
(NDP, Albemi) that boarding j 
allowances for children attend­
ing schools away from home 
would be Increased this coming 
year from $30 to $40.
NOT ENOUGH

Mr. Squire received the news

I gladly, but said It was still not 
sufficient. He had asked ear] 
for a $90 allowance.

On university funds, I 
I Peterson said he hoped bu 
lies would be increased and that.j

this regard, the federal^’ 
>'• j program of granting bursaries

* 8*1 l- ' n clwtl/t intocrvnto intn tho nrnvin.’■ should integrate into the provin- 
■' cial scheme.

i 1 - Last year’s loan assistance 
was of benefit to 6,751 univer­
sity students, Mr. Peterson said, 
and totalled “somewhere in the 
region of $4,000,000.”
RESEARCH CRITICIZED 

Much of this was a federal fc 
loan program, but provincial ( 
loans were also being continued 
and encouraged, he said.
David Barrett (NDP.i 

Dewdney) specifically critized I 
the minister for what he termed r 
inadequate financing of educa-| 
tional research.

He pointed out that of the 
total provincial educational 
budget of $166,000,000, only 
$35,000 had been set aside for 
research, and that there were 
only three research officers in 
the province.
SCHOOLS HELPED 

"I would like to see at least fi 
25 research officers,” he said.

Mr. Peterson replied that Mr.E 
Barrett had failed to take iritefj 
account the money granted by| 
the provincial government

>] "other research agencies” such t 
the school districts them- 

Jselves.
Mr. Barrett commented to the 

minister that “one only needs toja® 
look across the border” to see 
that a university education can 
be obtained cheaper.
“EXAMPLE”

“I’m an example myself,” he

[quipped, “and now I'm back in^ 
B.C. to see if I can't do 
something about reforming our| 
own educational system here.'
Mr. Squire told the minister |

4 he was concerned that education g 
gat university should be 
| expensive, where it had been^ 

“free” up to grade 12 or 13. 
“Apparently we can afford to|

I look after aU those youngsters as | 
far as Grade 12 or 13. The onus ^ 
is on government.

ABILITY — MONEY 
“But suddenly, once they've |

I reached that point, the onus! 
reverts to the student himself - 

somehow to find $500 or so 
year to pay his tuition fees.

“Up to Grade 12 or 13, it's a|

I question of a student's ability tog 
get ahead ; after Grade 13, it's a ÿ 
ution of money," he said.

m

■ ?
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‘Politicians Mistrusted
miÊÊÊÊm

! Young people of today have!
la poor image of people in pub-j 
lie life, and it’s scaring them ]

Making a plea for a broader 
base for social studies in 
schools, Ray Perrault (L, North] 
Vancouver) told the House1 
there is general mistrust by 
youngsters in schools and un­
iversities today of all poli­
ticians.

“I think it would be dread­
ful indeed if we were to lose | 

I young people of capacity simply! 
| because they believe public life 
lis sordid and unworthy of

Mr. Peterson turned this away]
with the comment that provin­
cial schools should not be made 
responsible for “upholding the 
image of members.”

In debate ranging around edu­
cation estimates, Cyril Shelford 
(SC, Omineca) told members he 
felt students living in outlying 
areas stood a smaller chance of 
going on to universities than 
those living m urban areas.

Checking over the list of grad­
uates from University of B.C. 
from his own riding in 1964, Mr. 
Shelford saiid he had found only

;Janfem^’ he said?"
At this juncture, an unidenti- 

■pfied New Democratic Party 
member asked :

1 "I wonder what brought this

t It was an obvious reference
DsHBüÛt; to the political fracas raging in

0tt,lwa between the Liberals
and Progressive Conservatives 
over the Munsinger sex-security 1

- I

rL.? 1 scandal.
j We 'i Mr- Perrault urged Education

Minister Peterson to try to set
j j ; “P a " idsf range of social stud-

lies, with particular emphasis on
if I political education.



In the Legislature

Compensation
es

Not Indicated
Labor minister Peterson held out no hope in 

the legislature Tuesday for any amendments to 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act.

-

JM ..% i
$

F, :-MÜ

Replying to sharp opposition 
criticism of the act, Mr. Peter­
son brought calls of “shame" 
when he announced: “We can’t 
promise legislation immediate­
ly .. . but are most anxious to 
see it some time in the future. 
It is a matter of serious and 
urgent study."

Leo Nimsick (NDP Cran- 
brook) angrily charged that 
“all (the government) did with 
that report was make a few 
measly increases."

He referred to the Tysoe 
royal commission on workmen's 
compensation benefits tabled 
this session.

“You didn’t need a commis­
sion if you didn’t intend to 
bring in a bill this session," 
he said.

Said the minister: “A lot of 
the recommendations of the 
Tysoe royal commission have 
already been implemented and

the WCB benefits in this pro­
vince lead all Canada.

Premier Bennett popped in 
and out of the legislature about 
8 p.m. and again about 11:20 
p.m.

“Maybe the premier would 
like to adjourn," said Mr. Nim­
sick at the premier's second 
appearance.

Mr. Bennett promptly got up 
and walked out, leaving the de­
bate to drag on.

Alex Macdonald (NDP, Van­
couver East) moments before: 
had told Mr. Peterson the oppo­
sition sees no reason why the 
government will not give some 
assurance that more recommen­
dations of the Tysoe report will 
be brought before the House.

Debate was adjourned at 11.40 
p.m. on a motion by Attorney- > 
General Robert Bonner and is 
to resume today.

ip

Uproar on Labor
Mr. Peterson shot the legis-

I
lature into an uproar when he 
worked the “checkoff" into an 
answer on labor laws.

Replying to a question by 
| Mr. Macdonald, Mr. Peterson 

said: “I am surprised they 
j(the NDP) are still looking for 
i ways to get their hands in the 
-j workingmen’s pockets without 

1 their consent."
“If you want this to be quiet

(evening, you better take that 
back," roared John Squire 
(NDP, Albemi) as he leaped to 
his feet, flushed with rage.

“I will not take that back," 
| replied the minister.

“You take that back too, at-

I
tomey-general," Mr. Squire 
shouted to a comment by Mr. 
Bonner unheard in the press 

gallery.
“I won’t take that back," said 

yjtfie attorney-general.
Deputy speaker William

-

:

Speare who throughout had j.; 
gavelled relentlessly and with- ij 
out effect, then also leaped tog 
his feet and ordered both men i 
to sit down.

Taking their time, they sat. ,
Mr. Speare then ruled Mr.
Squire did not have a point of 
personal privilege and allowed 
the minister to continue. jr - .

Mr. Peterson was replying to 
Mr. Macdonald's charge that, > 
“trade unions can’t make polit­
ical contributions, but compan-ly 
ies can give as much as they L. „ 
like and as secretly as they 
like."

“Any government that treats 
companies with a generous hand 
and unions with an iron hand 
is not going to last long," he 
said. “The seeds of its own des­
truction are there."

Mr. Peterson replied that con­
tributions are the concern of 
the individual union member.

Merger Ratification|
A bill to ratify the merger of 

|the B.C. Power Commission 
with the B.C. Electric Company, 
which was taken over by the 
government five years ago, was 

I given first reading in the legis-
___ llature Tuesday.

•' *" \ . Ü The measure was introduced
by Attorney-General Bonner 

• after lawyer Gordon Dowding 
(NDP, Burnaby) had pointed 
out to the House that the new 
agency, B.C. Power and Hydro 
and Power Authority, had been 

j operating illegally for more 
•than a year, prior to July HO,
1965.

• The attorney-general said the :
‘bill was “a precautionary piece 

- of legislation" which approved 
the formal merger agreement 
signed last August “and events 
surrounding it."

I Mr. Doiwding had earlier told 
the House during budget debates 
that the government would have 
to bring in a validating bill / 
which would clean up details ot 

takeover.

Doctors Control Doctors
Greater professional control 

will be imposed on British 
Columbia’s 2,400 practising phy­
sicians under an amendment to 
the Medicail Act which was 
given first reading in the legis­
lature Tuesday.

The act, introduced by Health 
Minister Martin, gives the Col­
lege ot Physicians and Surgeons 
responsibility for regulating the 
physicians.

A doctor can be suspended for | 
■emotional disturbance or ad-1 
diction to alcohol or drugs. The 
scope of a physician’s practice 

jag can be limited if he is “found 
; wanting” in skill or knowledge.

Iy The college council will also 
r.lf have the right to demand that 

;7’ a physician submit to an ex- 
| -, ; amination, and can remove a

m ixfl

doctor's name from the regis4er| 
for infamous or unprofessional \ 
conduct, or other traits which' r d—^ could endanger the public.

Maximum fine for second of-;
| fences of unlawful practice will | 

be $1,000 up from $250, and man- 
ditory jai-l terms for third and \ 
fourth offences will be boosted 

^to six months from three months.
First reading was also given 

to a bill Tuesday which will 
give the government power to 
place regulations for safety and 
sanitation control of public 

g swimming pools and tent and 
trailer camps.
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‘Grants Big Enough 
To Offset Fee Hike’

jzÈÜL
Premier Beit

veiled threat that B.C/s three 
universities had better not in­
crease fees this year as debate 
on a S25.000.J00 university grant 
bogged down in charges of sec­
recy in the legislature Tuesday.

Mr. Bennett commented as op­
position members charged , the 
government with operating un- 

gfder a "veil of secrecy” In re­
fusing to disclose how the $25,-

] Several opposition speakers 
demanded to know whether the, ' 

. : grant would he sufficient to ob-i 
viate a fee increase, but Edu- 

".« «A cation Minister Peterson wasn't 
talking.

But the premier interjected :

a ■ Alan Macfarlane (L., Oak Bay) I
| who asked Mr. Peterson whether 

|the budget had been filed with

V?:'- r $ ;

: -

000.000 figure was arrived at
NOT TALKING

gglpl

“I don’t think there will be 
fee increase tills year.”

Alex Macdonald (NDP, Van­
couver East i snapped : “I am 
not interested in the opinions of 
the premier
LARGE ENOUGH

"The grants are large enough 
that there should not be a fee 
increase this year," said Mr 
Bennett in what sounded like a 
warning to the universities.

The issue began with a ques­
tion in the estimates debate by

I

The B.C. legislature is no 
: match for Ottawa on headlines 
this year, says Opposition Lead
er Robert Strachan 

In the absence of any scandal 
teg enough to compete with the 
Munsinger case, legislators here 
are quietly grinding through the 
seventh week of the session.

If there is any crisis on the 
local scene, it does not show.

Tlie session is going along 
quite normally—no major prob­
lem,” the NDP leader observed 
Tuesday.

‘‘It’s certainly much prefer­
able to what’s happening in 
Ottawa, and I think most ofS-'i

WB ' | ,=

with a legislative committee 
studying the Dental Meehan- 
ics Act.

Dr. Wesley P. Munsie, past 
president of the B.C. College 
of Dental Surgeons, said in 
the affidavit that prosecutions 
were undertaken only when 
both a dentist and a dental 
mechanic were accused of 
violating the law.

iVo Dentists 
Disciplined
Am affidavit denying that 

were disciplined
tor cooperating with dental 

who were selling to

m ■ :■■

El

HA the legislature.
He said it is essential for the 

/ ■ house to have this information 
before whether the grant would 
be enough. "Is the grant de-j 
signed to avoid an increase this: 
year? Have there been any con-> 

’■'£* sultations with university offi­
cials to ensure this? What at- 

■ tempts have been made by the 
government to cover this prob­
lem?”

Mr. Peterson did not reply.
breach claimed

The cry was taken up by Gor­
don Dowdmg (NDP. Burnaby) 
who charged the government 
with a "breach of every rule 
of parliament by coming before 
the house and asking approval 
of a money vote "without justi­
fying the expenditure or even 
disclosing what tt’g tor.”

Amid opposition calls of 
"blank cheque," Mr. Dowding 
said this is the custom of 400 

I y*»” of parliament, but with 
this government it would have 
to be writtèn into law.
arrogance

"That shows the arrogance of 
- Jjthis government.” he said. "It’s 

I time we had an accounting with

-

the people on tUs^T^
penddture.

"Expenditures of tax money 
should be an open book.”
REFUSES ANSWER

Mr. Peterson refused to an­
swer whether the grant is more 
or less than the total estimate 
of the three universities.

"I’m still waiting for the min­
ister to answer my question,” 
said Mr. Macfarlane.

Said Mr. Peterson: "The an­
swer is no.”
NOT GOING TO TELL

"You're not going to tell us," 
asked Mr. Macfarlane.

"No,” repeatded the minister,
! Opposition leader Strachan - 
rose to remind the house that ■■ 
"with much smaller sums of 
money involved, the budget re­
quests and needs are public."

Mr. Dawdling rose again to 
add: "The government doesn’t 
want them to be public knowl- v 
edge, because if they were the

f, %

m:

government would be under F 
1 pressure to increase the grant.” tj 

Said Mr. Macfarlane : "If I 
there Is a fee increase this year, « 
the responsibility will rest solely i;j 

. and fully on the shoulders of | 
> the government and the min- ,1 

ister of education.” fl
’ ’, z

■Kfr#"''
p • •.* a-- JS v ■ W'iA'- i ■/»m,',

No Match for Ottawa Noise-Straeban ____ _____________________________ — .

House: Quiet Grind
tlie people would agree with 
me.”

Mr. Strachan estimated the 
House was slightly ahead of last 
year, considering the legislation 
brought in early by the govern­
ment.

He ventured no guess, how­
ever, as to why the government

measures were being pushed 
through instead of being left to 
the last minute, as often hap­
pened in past years.

"Tins is the first time I’ve 
seen the legislation as far ahead 
—that’s up to the premier—but 
there’s nothing against it,” said 
Mr. Strachan.

• , m
Wr ■ , 4- ."- -, M•AV -A ' -fcj

m

Education Estimates 
Quarter of Budget

The legislature passed the department of 
[education’s 1966-67 estimates Tuesday, after 1114 
‘hours had gone into debate for this department’! 
I budget of $166,949,421, which represents one- 
IquarteT of the entire provincial budget.
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Green Light 
Favors 

Victoria Bill
A bill which will give Victoria the gi-een light J 

on five projects ranging from reconstruction 
Royal Athletic Park to the Central Staditim on 
the University of Victoria campus was given first
reading in the legislature Tuesday 

The bill, an amendment to the '
Municipalities Enabling and 
Validating Act, was introduced 
by Municipal Affairs Minister 
Campbell.

When passed by the legisla­
ture it will:

• Validate the agreement 
reached by municipalities here 
for construction of the Centen­
nial Stadium cn Gordon Head 
campus.

• Double the amount of 
money, from $750,000 to $1,500 
000, which the city can borrow 
on the will of the late philan­
thropist Thomas S. McPherson, 
for repayment not later than 
May 15, 1968.

• Facilitate reconstructton of 
Royal Athletic Park by allow­
ing the city to proceed before 
it actually possesses some extra 
land on Caledonia Avenue.

• Remove a 19th - Century 
esplanade restriction on eight 
city-owned lots west of the CPR 
terminal on Belleville Street 
fA new restriction will require 
Capital Improvement District | 
Commission and provincial pub- pi 
lie works department approval 
of any project started there, be 
cause of its proximity to the 
legislative precinct)
• Permit the city to build 

and maintain sidewalk canopies 
on a local improvement basis. 
ALL REQUESTED

(A section of the bill also pro-1 
vides that if any of these cano­
pies are removed by the city 
at a later date, cost of their re­
moval would have to be borne 
by the city.)

Mr. Campbell said outside 
the House that all these mea­
sures were requested by the 
city of Victoria 

The new bill will also validate 
the taxes which were levied by 
the village of Sidney in 1965, 
and vaidate municipal elections 
which were held prematurely 
last December at Invermere 
and titasset, B.C.

Extra-Seat 
Bill
Introduced

Provincial Secretary Black in­
troduced in the legislature 
Tuesday an amendment to the 
government redistribution bill 

The amendment splits the a 
proposed Columbia River rid 
ing to give the Kootenays one 
extra seat in the House, 
promised by Premier Bennett 
last Friday.
MORE SEATS

Mr. Black’s amendment in­
creases the membership of the 

j legislature to 55 seats from the 
present 52

The amendment calls for a 
I new riding—Revelstoke - Slocan.

Under the proposed redistri-j 
bution bill the ridings of Kaslo-j 

| Slocan, Revelstoke and Colum- 
S bia were placed into one large jj 
riding to be called Columbia 
River.
CUT IN IIALI-

Mr. Black’s amendment 
roughly cuts in half the pro-] 

■j posed Columbia River riding 
The amendment was promised 

HH after the redistribution faced 
H strong opposition from Kootenay [ 
^0 MI. As on both sides of the 

House.

"vm ;
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‘Grants Big Enough 
To Offset Fee Hike’

Premier Bennett dropped a 
veiled threat that B.C.'s three 
universities had better not in- 

I crease fees this year as debate1 
! on a $25,000,000 university grant 
bogged down in charges of sec­
recy in the legislature Tuesday.- 

Mr. Bennett commented as op- 
• position members charged the 

government with operating un­
der a “veil of secrecy” in re­
fusing to disclose how the $25,- 
000,000 figure was arrived at. . H
NOT TALKING

Several opposition

- \ ‘

muBi h 1 #^$6
■ Alan Macfarlane (L., Oak Bay) 
who asked Mr. Peterson whether I 
the budget had been filed with] 

^the legislature.
He said it is essential for the 

’house to have this information 
1 before whether the grant would 
| be enough. "Is the grant de-!

speakers
demanded to know whether the 
grant would be sufficient to ob­
viate a fee increase, but Edu­
cation Minister Peterson wasn’t 
talking.

But the premier interjected : 
“I don’t think there will be a 
fee increase this year.”

Alex Macdonald (NDP, Van­
couver East) snapped : “I am 
not interested in the opinions of 
the premier.”
LARGE ENOUGH 

“The grants are large enough 
that there should not be a fee 
increase this year,” said Mr. 
Bennett In what sounded like a 
warning to the universities.

The issue began with a ques­
tion in the estimates debate bywmmm

signed to avoid an increase this 
year? Have there been any con­
sultations with university offi­
cials to ensure this? What at­
tempts have been made by the 
government to cover this prob­
lem?”

Mr. Peterson did not reply. 
BREACH CLAIMED

The cry was taken up by Gor­
don Dowding (NDP, Burnaby) 
who charged the government 
with a "breach of every rule 
of parliament by coming before 
the house and asking approval 
of a money vote "without justi­
fying the expenditure or even 
disclosing what it’s for.”

Amid opposition calls of 
“blank cheque,” Mr. Dowding 
9aid this is the custom of 400 
years of parliament, but with 
this government it would have 
to be written into law.
arrogance

I time we had an accounting with
; ‘ Æ*4||j

Ü» ;;

No Match for Ottawa Noise-Strachan ;

on this
pendiiture.

“Expenditures of tax money [j 
should be an open book.” 
REFUSES ANSWER 

Mr. Peterson refused to an-! 
swer whether the grant is more j Î 
or less than the total estimate] 
of the three universities.

‘I’m still waiting for the min-[ 
ister to answer my question,” p
said Mr. Macfarlane.

Said Mr. Peterson: 
swer is no.”

"The an-

NOT GOING TO TELL
“You’re not going to tell us,”

"1 asked Mr. Macfarlane.
“No,” repeatried the minister, j 
Opposition leader Strachan 

rose to remind the house that 
“with much smaller sums of! .i 
money involved, the budget re­
quests and needs are public."

Mr. Dowding rose again to 
add: “The government doesn’t h 
want them to be public knowl- | 
edge, because if they were the 
government would be under | 

;] pressure to increase the grant.’
Said Mr. Macfarlane: 

there is a fee increase this year, t,j 
the responsibility will rest solely | 
and fully on the shoulders

"That shows the arrogance of : |the government and the min-
l'ki* nwpmmon,* " u» ister of education.”

B.C. House: Quiet Grind
The B.C. legislature is no] 

| match for Ottawa on headlines 
I this year, says Opposition Read­
ier Robert Strachan.

In the absence of any scandal 
I big enough to compete with the 
| Munsinger case, legislators here 

ore quietly grinding through the 
! seventh week of the session.

If there is any crisis on the 
local scene, it does not show.

"The session is going along 
quite normally—no major prob­
lem,” the NDP leader observed 
Tuesday.

"It’s certainly much prefer­
able to what’s happening in 
Ottawa, and I think most of

the people would agree with 
me.”

Mr. Strachan estimated the 
House was slightly ahead of last 
year, considering the legislation 
brought in early by the govern­
ment.

He ventured no guess, how­
ever, as to why the government

measures were being pushed 
through instead of being left to 
the last minute, as often hap-1 
pened in past years.

“This is the first time I’ve I 
seen the legislation as far ahead I 
—-that’s up to the premier—but 
there’s nothing against it,” said 
Mr. Strachan.

No Dentists 
Disciplined
An affidavit denying that 

J any dentists were disciplined 
I for co operating with dental 
1 mechanics who were selling to 
l the public was

with a legislative committee 
studying the Dental Mechan­
ics Act.

Dr. Wesley P. Munsie, past 
president of the B.C, College 
of Dental Surgeons, said in 
the affidavit that prosecutions 
were undertaken only when 
both a dentist and a dental 
mechanic were accused of 
violating the law.

Education Estimates 
Quarter of Budget

The legislature passed the department of 
education’s 1966-67 estimates Tuesday, after HM 
hours had gone into debate for this department’s 
budget of $166,949,421, which represents one- 

er of the entire provincial budget.
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Green Light 
Favors 

Victoria Bill
A bill which will give Victoria the green light 

on five projects ranging from reconstruction 
Royal Athletic Park to the Central Stadium on 
the University of Victoria campus was given first 
reading in the legislature Tuesday. -

| The biH, an cpnendment to the f” 
j Municipalities Enabling and i 
Validating Act, was introduced I 
by Municipal Affairs Minister 3 
Campbell.

When passed by the lcgisla- f 
ture it will:

! • Validate the agreement j
reached by municipalities here 
for construction of the Centen-} 
niai Stadium on Gordon Headti 
campus.

• Double the amount of 1 
money, from $750,000 to $1,590,- 
000, which the city can borrow 
on the will of the late philan-1 
thropist Thomas S. McPherson, 
for repayment not later than 
May 15, 1968.
• Facilitate reconstruction of 

Royal Athletic Park by allow­
ing the city to proceed before 
it actually possesses some extra 
land on Caledonia Avenue.

• Remove a 19 th-Century 
esplanade restriction on eight 
city-owned lots west of the CPR| 
terminal on Belleville Street, j 
(A new restriction will require ’
Capital Improvement District j 
Commission and provincial pula- j 
lie works department approval!

I of any project started there, be-j 
I cause of its proximity to the 
| legislative precinct.)
| • Permit the city to build
I and maintain sidewalk canopies 
Ion a local improvement basis. I 
I ALL REQUESTED 
1 (A section of the bill also pro- 
8 vides that if any of these cano- 
i pies are removed by the city 
1 at a later date, cost of their re- 
jgmoval would have to be borne 
S by the city.)
I Mr. Campbell sa'd outside

\ 'if*

Extra-Seat

Introduced
Provincial Secretary Black in­

troduced in the legislature ! 
Tuesday an amendment, to the 
government redistribution bill.

The amendment splits the 
proposed Columbia River rid­
ing to give the Kootenays one 

the House, as.| extra seat 
| promised by Premier Bennett : 
I last Friday.
* MORE SEATS •
| Mr. Black’s amendment in- J 
|j creases the membership of the | 
I legislature to 55 seats from the ? 
P present 52.
I The amendment calls for a : 
| new riding—Revelstoke - Slocan. | 

Under the proposed redistri- £ 
§ bution bill the ridings of Kaslo-1' 
I Slocan, Revelstoke and Colum-1 
I bia were placed into one large! 
| riding to be called Columbia ;: 
I River.
I CUT IN HALF
p Mr. Black’s amendment 
| roughly cuts in half the pro- I posed Columbia River riding.
| The amendment was promised 
1 after the redistribution faced 
M strong opposition from Kootenay 

sides of the =ML As on both
pushed 

Î left to I 
en hap-1

ne I've 
r ahead 
ier—but 
t,” said

and Nlasset, B.C.

’lit of

mm
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Labor Estimates Bring Out 
Name-Calling Orgy in House

By BARRY JOHNSON
. Election fever, with another

I dark hint from Premier Ben­
nett and a wild round of name 
calling hit the legislature at the 
witching hour Wednesday. 

During an orgy of name call-

||ing over labor unrest, Premier 
Bennett yelled across the floor 
to Opposition Leader Strachan : 
“You are going to hear a lot 
about that general strike in the 
next election.”

The outburst came as Labor 
Minister Leslie Peterson called 

> Mr. Strachan "an anarchist and 
supporter of general strikes.” 
WORK STOPPAGE 

They referred to a threatened 
B.C.-wide Iwo-day work stop­
page last full.

As Mr. Strachan retorted that 
the premier is “ruthlessly and 
arrogantly again threatening

this house with an election," 
Mr. Bennett called o him to 
lake his hands out of his pock­
ets.

"With you, Mr. Premier, and 
with all of you, I keep my hands 
in my pockets,” Mr. Strachan

As the rhubarb roared into 
full blast, John Squire (NDP, 
Alberni) accused Mr. Peterson 
of telling “an outright lie” when 
the minister stated in the house 
he had not blamed the NDP for 
fomenting the strike threat.

Government members shrilled 
for Mr. Squire to withdraw. He 
replied that he would withdraw 
when Mr. Peterson admitted the 
statement.

Still on the strike, Mr. Squire 
said Mr. Bennett was “the only 
premier in Canada who sup- 
ported Ross Thatcher in su;

porting the doctors' strike in| 
Saskatchewan.”

That's not true,” said Mr.| 
Bennett, flushing.

“Look at the premier blush,"I 
said Mr. Squire. “He knows it.”|

As Socred heckling reached I 
a crescendo, Mr. Squire yelled :] 
“Oh shut up ... go roll yourl 
hoop,” and plunked into his g

The labor department esti-1 
mates were finally bulled| 
through at 12:10 a.m.

When the last vote passed,| 
Premier Bennett rose to say: 
“There is no finer minister of I 

I labor on the whole continent! 
of North America."

“To show there’s no ill feel-1 
; ing,” he added, in a reference| 
to today being St. Patrick's ; 
Day. “the top of the morning jig 
to all of you.”

Slow Rise 
Collapses 
Filibuster

B) JACK FRY 
Legislative Reporter

A nine-hour legislative fili­
buster fell apart at the seams 
at 10:40 p.m. Wednesday when 
an opposition member didn’t ! 
get up in t ime to block" passage : 
of Labor Minister Leslie Peter­
son’s office estimates. / ______

The marathon debate about an : 
$8,068 office expense vote be­
gan Tuesday night. It resumed 
in the Wednesday afternoon sit­
ting and carried on into the 
night.

It was sparked by opposition 
charges that the government is 
dragging its feet in implement­
ing recommendations which 
were made by Mr. Justice 
Charles Tysoe in his royal com­
mission report on the Work­
men's Compensation Act. 
HAMMERING ,

Countless speakers had ham­
mered away at the government 
during the debate and three di­
visions had been called before 
it ended dramatically and unex­
pectedly.

William Hartley (NDP, Yale); 
had asked the labor minister 
when the government received 
the Tysoe report, and Mr. Peter­
son replied simply that he did 
not know.

^airman William Speare |

I (SC, Cariboo) called out fori 
probably the 100th time: “Shall g 
Vote 176 pass?”

A chorus of ayes was heard!

ITvonl Oie Socred benches and jj 
Mr. Hartley was still on his feet. ! j 
There was no word from the op- y 
position benches.
Mr. Speare then went on to the 

| next vote in the labor depart- 
§ ment estimates and a startled 
§ Opposition Leader Robert Stra- 
! chan called out, “Hold it! Hold 

git!”
But it was too late.

The last division in the de-

Ibate. defeated by a vote of 271 
to 16, was a motion by Gordon | 
Dowding (NDP. Burnaby) that* 

“the vote of office be reduced | 
| by the sum of one dollar." 
Premier Bennett told the I

I House : “We oppose this, and | 
from this night on the opposi­
tion party will be known as 
the one-dollar party.”
Opposition members called for 
the first of two divisions during 
the evening sitting when Robert 
Strachan challenged a ruling of 
chairman William Speare (SC 
Cariboo) declaring an opposi­

tion motion out of order.
JThé motion, made by Mr.

Tachan, was to report prog­
ress and adjourn the debate 
“to give the minister time to 
frame amendments” that had 
been the basis of the oppo­

sition filibuster.
Speaker William Murray was I

I called to the chair, and the gov-f 
emment won the division 28 to| 

16.
At one point Mr. Nimsick by-1 
passed the chairman and ap-| 
pealed directly to Premier Ben-1 
nett who, during his fleeting ap-| 
pearances during the debate,! 
sat with his back turned to op-1 

position spakers.
Told by Mr. Speare to address 1 

I the chairman, Mr. Nimsick re-|

Itorted: “This debate is too ir 
portant to bother about ruli 
of order.”

The beleaguered Mr. Pete

Ison surrendered a point wht 
he admitted one type ot indu 
trial disease not covered by tl 
Workmen's Compensation A 
was unknown to him. 
Randolph Harding (ND!

IKaslo-Slocam) said men wor 
ing in tunnels under highT a 
pressure were subjected 
“caisson disease” (the bendi 

| and are not covered.
The Opposition and goven

I ment became deadlocked earl 
in the day on whether change 
would be made in the Worl 
men’s Compensation Act.

Mr. Peterson refused to pron 
ise any amendments durin 
the present session, and Joh 
Squire (NDP, Alberni) told th 
House he would not vote th 
minister’s salary until som 

changes were made.

(Opposition Leader Stracha 
forced a showdown when th 
Opposition outnumbered goven 

ment members in the House 1 
to 14.
But when a division xva 

called and the Socreds hurrie 
back into the House, the ND! 
leader's motion to withdraw 
Mr. Peterson's salary vote unt 
workmen’s compensation mea: 
ures were introduced was d< 

feated by a vote of 24 to 18. 
While the votes were beir

I counted, Opposition membei 
called out: “Against the woi 

kers!”
"Cheap politics,” retortg 

Highways Minister Gaglardi.
-mi MLA Squire told til 

House that current rates shoul 
be paid for disability pension! 
regardless of how many y( 
ago the injury might have 
curred.
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Mine Tailings 
Threaten Lake

I

7 !-rm
Fish and plant life in Buttle] "At this point, none of us ^ 

BLake at Strathcona Park could knows exactly what effect these- rag 
I be destroyed by mine tailings pollutants may have on life in| || 
Ifrom Western Mines' operation ; the entire Campbell Lake water ^ 
|at Myra Creek, a legislative i system,” tlie students’ brief pi 

g committee was told Wednesday. ! stated.
Fears about poison from the i "We do know, however, that 

|'mine were contained in a brief even trace amounts of Cyanide, j 
: submitted by a group of biology | or as little as .04 perts per mil- ; 
i students from the University of j lion of copper sulphate, will kill - 
Victoria. | living things.”

i'f

v m

•-Ÿ -t it'

S, ; j&ém.

m

Robert Hearst, spokesman for 
I the group, said they decided to 
appear before the committee 

i after discussing the question of

THREE POISONS
Mr. Hearst said mining activ-: 

ity could produce three kinds 
of poison which are highly toxic ^

pollution in their biology^ minute quantities - sodium
| classes.
3 LITTLE KNOWN

Their main argument was

cyanide, copper sulphate and ^ 
zinc sulphate.

"Until a 100 per cent guar an-
that there was inadequate in- : tee is given that these poisons || 
formation about what effects will not be permitted to enter 
copper mine wastes dumped the water, it must be assumed 
inlo Buttle Lake would have on!that they will accumulate in the- 
fish and plant organisms there.; lake,” he said.
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Skillings 
Scorched 

Over Skirt
Victoria ML A Waldo Skillings had to rise in the 

legislature Thursday night and'withdraw a remark that 
the only woman ML A in the House was hiding behind ; 
her skirts.

, The argument evolved from I reKuL.iK>ns to fit the needs of 
^ Premier Bennett s statement 
! earlier in the day that Agricul- 
h lure Minister Richter had been 
I unfairly criticized by the oppo-
B sitton.

Mrs. Lois Haggen fNDP, Hanley (NDP, Yale», xvho spoke] .

I Grand Forks-Grcenwood > told 
the House the premier "re-

‘Basketl

■

the province," Mr- Strachan 
said.

Earlier, chairman William, 
Speare tried to keep the debate 
moving by reminding William 
Hartley (NDP. Yale*, who spoke 
for nearly an hour, that this was 
not an occasion for "major 

minded me of a mother lien speeches" hy each member 
with her chirks or a mother Mr. Hartley stressed the need 
whose children ran do no for a province-wide, land-air 
wrong.1* ambulance plan financed by B.C.

Hospital Insurance Service.
Chronic care should be ex- she noted that since a ma,or w aH ^ jn the

debate on the agriculture min- mvjnc, h,™, car, and out- 
isterj estimates was held In ^ carf ^ under
me Hctise thegovernment ha, RCH[S ^ (h, emm(,m

by pesticide. f” B™15* 5a,d j
“If the minister felt that what MLA.

I
I said was wrong ... why has Dr- Patnck ^ 1
he done exactly whal we plead- couver Point Greyl ^ld the 
ed for him to do before?” Mrs. House there was a ^ serious 
Haggen asked. medical crisis in B.C.” because
She said she doubled that Mr. <* government's "pinch-
Richter would have been a I- penny" politics, 
lowed to buy the cattle if the Hospital emergency facilities I 
farms affected in that area had are "overloaded beyond all |.j 
not been included in the new I tolerance" and British Colum- | 
riding where the minister would bra's medical standards are ini 

be running. jeopardy, he said.
Conservation Minister Kier- LONGER LIST 

nan and Municipal Affairs Min- Dr. McGeer told the House I 
ister Campbell protested that that a list of patients waitings 
Mrs. Haggen was out of order, for elective surgery at Vancou-jj 
speaking on this subject during ver General Hospital had grown 1
debate of Health Minister Mar- from 700 names last year to| 

tin s office estimates. 776 nam„ as ^ Feb 22. 1966.

(
 Mr. Skillings railed out: «And 1,500 in Victoria”
skirts'" 1”mg ^chinrl your chimed in Alan Macfarlane (L,| 

Oak Bay
J1*’’”''’ »• McGeer. chief healthlaikcd Mrs HaroüT!'° criUc in 11x1 early af|ernoon

land then turned »Uh’» i d,lwte* ,old a
Z voice to the Victoria MLA braln «Pecmlnt that a patient
Kuwait --------- 'suffering a brain tumor has to

wait "two or three weeks" be­
fore being admitted to hospital 
for surgery.
MORE SPENDING 

He urged the government to 
start spending for hospital pur-' 
poses some of the $91,000,000 
which the Liberals estimate will 
have accumulated by the end 
of this fiscal year from the two 
per cent sales tax increaa 
made in 1954,

He asked Health Minister | 
Martin to undertake a compre-1 
hensive study of B.C.'s acute,! 
chronic and mental health care I 
facilities and other medical! 
institutions.

H^^lr^fartin did not reply. |

■ _______________V-/ _■

Chronic
V person has to be "pracucal-| 

Ely a basket case" to qualify forj

1B.C. Hospital Insurance Ser­
vice chronic care coverage, I 
Saanioh MLA John Tisdalle said I 

. stinging attack in the legis-g 
gature Thursday night.

He asked the government toil

(ease up on its qualification re-u 
strictions àncT to extend its $f-T 
a-day c,overage to the masses g 
who need it.

The Soorod MLA said theg 
9 government's regulations had!

"unfortunately created two!
| classes of people: Those fortun-| 

ate enough to get into line to| 
reach a bed that qualifies, and| 

those who don’t make it."
He told the House abouit a 67-g

1 year-old man paralyzed by 
stroke, who is rapidly losing I 

last few hundred dollars ini 
$9-a-day Victoria nursing g 
j home.

The man does not qualify forj 
| BCHIS coverage because he is 

in a non-profit nursing home.
He also asked the government 

to either extend $l-a-day cover­
age to include private hospitals 
or to "lease, rent or take over" 
the ohrcnic-care private hospi­
tals for which the government 
approved licences.

| REGULATIONS
*T ask you to rise and with­

draw that remark." he said.
Mr. Skillings popped up quick­

ly from his chair and said, "I 
will if you request."

Opposition leader Strachan 
carried an earlier debate about 
chronic care a step further by 
telling the health minister that 
if he did not agree with Ottawa's 
regulations, he should have had 
them changed.
LONQ SPEEC H

"Even if Ottawa made the 
1 written regulations, you aie the 
Irnw-*— of health of this prov- 

1 xf you don't agree with 
........ .......r is to write
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\Xo Wonder We’re Going to Country.7)

BENNETT BRINK
HIE OF ELECTION

By JACK FRY, Legislative Reporter
Premier Bennett nudged British Columbia closer to a 1966 elec- ! 

tion Thursday, when he told the opposition the government would I 
not stand for the insults which have been hurled toward cabinet- 
ministers. ________ ________________________ __ I

**1 i -fprn ,hcn*| (and
■ u was the second consec-B 
^ utive day that the premier||f 

had taunted Uie opposition 
fc «'ith a threat of an election.

■'ll Is no wonder we are 
gttiiiK to the country — we’re 
not going to longer stand for 
this kind of insult to the Ê 
ministers of a duly elected

continued the premier, 
r. gainst one minister, 
against another."
SUCH ATTACKS 

"In all the years I've been 
ji here. I’ve never seen and never 

.-.heard such personal attacks 
IliiPa Î against the ministers as I have 

at thio session." he said.
It was first the minister of

m

i

government," Mr. Bennett { gg agriculture (Frank Richter), the
said, In the midst of debate on 
estimates for Health Minister 

j Martin’s office.
"This is a deliberate cam- 

Ipaign of the opposition in the 
k House — I hesitated to speak 
| until now,” the premier 
jj stormed.

ï ~ s! "You haven’t been here." 
C®M®<1 someone from tlie opposi- 
tion benches.

^ “A de liberate | campaign.

best minister of agriculture B.C. 
ja1 h$s e*ver had. They attacked our 

| 1 J attorney-g eneral (Robert
Bonner ). charging he should 
resign. Then they attacked the 

r ,1 best minister of education and 
j labor (Leslie Peterson)."

Opposition Leader Robert 
B I Strachan replied, "It is obvious 

the ministers are living in fear 
V and trembling.”

CHINKS IN ARMOR 
"The ministers 

—-------------- -----------------

\%l

and the !

premier would not be so ragged [ 
jumpy if we were not | 

getting through the chinks in pE 
: the armor they put on so well ; ‘fc 
•j. ... it's obvious they are on thej|8 

defensive.”
He told the House the gov- 7 ; 

jernment was "indulging .inJ9 
' every cheap political trick 

j| learned during the days when ; 7 
the premier was in the coali- 
tion."
CONTINUE TO EXPOSE

“He can threaten the opposi-M 
tion but not intimidate us. r-tj 
because we will continue to 
expose the shallowness of this £ 
government."

Late Wednesday, the premier 
warned that the election issue 
would be last year’s threatened 
two-day general strike to back 
striking oil workers.

jfm

.... Opposition Attacks Martin

ironic Care Definition 
Brings ‘Resignation’
h 1   «iiimfflHH *' .......nHiiMTI treatme
rinnn. BE .-ÜJ Mr. Martin insisted the defini. 1 ( .u_  _ PPosition memb ersj 

I demanded the resignation of, 
I Health Minister Martin in the 
I' legislature Thursday after read- 
ling his department’s definition 
I of a chronic-care patient.

They accused the minister of| 
1 using the federal definition for 
B qualification for disability pen- 
ision as a definition for qualif­
ication for $l-a-day chronic care 
I in B.C.

Tlie definition says the patient j
■ must be "unable to walk or use! 
B a wheelchair without assistance! 
land be completely or substan-$ 
ItiaUy unable to care for himself. | 
■He will need the use of trained! 
■staff m washing and bathing 1 
■and using the toilet, bedpan orl 
lurmaJ, and in getting into and|
■ out of bed. He may also be| 
■unable to feed himself or move! 
|indei>endently jn bed.”

Mr. Martin insisted the defini- ■ 
|tion "was drawn up to conform f ,. 5 
|lo federal requirements" and {F*® 
gadded : "I’m sure tlie interpre-| 
g ta tion is quite liberal.’

The definition was mailed!
19, 1965, by the BCHIS to|

I the province’s welfare offices by I 
W. Muinguy, director ofl 

hospital constniction.
Said David Barrett (NDP 

ijDewdney) : "You’d have to be|
I an Egyptian mummy to qualify, |
I and even then, an Egyptian!
1 mummy is standing up and I 
I wrapped in bandages and might | 
ijnot qualify."
I‘NOT ELIGIBLE’

The definition also says: "AI 
I patient who can walk without I 
I assistance, or who can get into! 
land out of a wheelchair and|
I operate it independently, will I 
8 not be eligible unies» the g

_ fcœàta
: treatment he needs necessitates . ;;:! 
the continuing availability of 

! graduate nunse.
"In other words, the func-8 

tional ability of the patient is off._■! 
paramount importance in deter-g 
mining medical eligibility, F 
although diagnosis, medication 
and treatment must, of course, f 
be taken into account.’

"This is a disability pension 
I definition and you are using it|
I for chronic care,” said £ 
a Randolph Harding (NDP—Kaslo; 
jsiocan).

"We know what chronic care;
Ji cases are, and there anejjj 
I [hundreds of them walking | 
ij around in this province right |

Said Alex Macdonald (NDP—|
I Vancouver East) "You’ve had 
I to bring out this definition j 
1 because you don’t have any| 
jchronic care beds avatiati
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Mad Little World
: AT THE BUD of last week Mr. John Tisdalle 
J*• sought to rally the voters of his constituency to 
his side in his fight against the changes in the bound- 

11 aries of the riding proposed in the provincial redis- 
E 1 ribution bill. He called on them to bombard the pre- | 

I mier’s office with petitions and telegrams. He wanted
fan enlarged Saanich territory including the Gulf 

Islands but with two MLAs.
As far as his constituents were concerned, he 

I might as well have saved his breath and energy. The 
premier's office, as of yesterday, was still waiting for 

?. . a small bang, let alone a bombardment.
Should Mr. Tisdalle be pondering the whys and 

t' wherefores of this lack of response to his battle cry,
4 he might get a clue from The Ottawa Journal of a 

recent date. The Journal wasn't commenting on his 
. case, of course, but on the plan of Mr. Real Caouette 
y to introduce a bill which would completely upset the 

% impartial and independent redistribution in the fed- 
; oral field.

“Politicians,” it said, “live in a mad little world |

Bennett ‘Scores’ 
On Perrault 
From Gallery

Premier Bennett had a brief
news the 
Thursday

chance to write the 
I £! way he wanted it 

•; night.
,:-v,, The premier, an honorary 
¥ member of the legislative press 
X gallery, slipped quietly up into 

the press gallery.

On the floor below,

side the House described the bill I 
as an "equitable principle” and! 
said it would be of particular in-J 
terest to householders.

Under the amended act, the as-1 
sessed value of land and im-| 
provements could not be in-1 
creased more than five per cent! 
over the assessment: of the pre-1 

Health1 vious >’ear when use of the land!
! of their own when they discuss constituency bound- I Minister Martin was engaged inlhad not ehanged. 
i a ries. They think everyone is disturbed by the i a debate on how a person could1 * *

thought of boundaries being changed by the indepen­
dent commissions set up by Parliament.

“Voters, on the other hand, are bored. They 
believe redistribution to remove anomalies in constit­
uencies is essential. .

Quod, as Euclid was wont to say. erat demon­
strandum—in Saanich.

> i
«! ,

Chronic Care 
Complainers 

‘Angry Heirs ’

Health Minister Martin said in the legislature Thursday !
| most of the complaints about the province’s chronic care ?
6 t ome from relatives who see inheritances going down the 1 
| drain in private hospital costs. (See also Pages 14, 24, 39.) ij 

"That is the most terrible statement issued by a minister jj 
I of health in my experience," said David Barrett (NDP, ;
B Dewdney). "If anything should happen here, this minister j 
j should resign.

"This is absolutely despicable,’’ he said.
* ★ ★

Mr. Martin had said that "if chronic care patients were 1 
fi not in private hospitals, many of them would be in boarding || 
r homes where they would still have to pay, although it would j 
[1 be less.

"But many ol them choose and prefer a room in a private j 
I hospital even though at higher rates.

"They really belong in boarding homes, but many of \ 
a them are in private hospitals,’’ he said. "But their next of 1 
I kin don’t like it.

* * *
"The next of kin get very angry because they 

I inheritances disappearing.’’
Said an angry Mr. Barrett : "The minister has been j 

la total failure in this area. It is no longer a joke.
I “I m fed up with having you get up in this House, avoid- j 
I'ng answering questions and telling giggling little stories.’

qualify for chronic care cover- An amendment to the Liquor I 
^ age, as outlined under a federal Act introduced Thursday would I 

PH government policy. put minors, waiters and drinking F
j B.C. Liberal leader Ray Per- establishment owners on the! 
’ reault called out: "You don’t samp footing if the minor U 

's$ Believe everything Ottawa tells nabbed. 
m you?" j All would be subject to a max-

Premier Bennett, not one to »mum fine of $150 on a first con-1 
miss a political gain, picked up vic,ion- The amendment would! 

this pencil and began scribbling eliminate minimum fines.
jj away on a reporter's note pad.

Mr Perrault, looking up at 
\ the broadly smiling premier,

Currently r t he guilty minor I 
faces a maximum fine of $50,| 
while the waiter who unwittim

antically waved his hands] served him can be fined up to I 
(j back and forth that he didn’t $1,000, with a minimum of $300.I 
I want to be quoted on his last re- Establishment itself is subject tol 
I mark. a mjnjmum fine of $1,000 and|

Mr. Bennett then quietly maximum of $4,000.
| slipped out of the House.

★ ★ ★
The premier dropped into the 

Iter back Mr. Martin through a 
:i Back Mr. Martin through a 
j tough line of questioning and 
I Barter for passing of his salary 
| vote.

Mr. Bennett entered the House |
| as Opposition Leader Slrachan p 
| was relentlessly questioning the|
| minister on how many persons I 
jare enrolled at $1 a day in|
| chronic-care beds.

The minister said, just as re-1 
I lentlessly, there was no way Ij 
|<>f knowing, the a i tu a ti on B 
| changed daily, the information |
| could be diig up.

As Mr. Straohan drummed |
I away at the question, Premier g 
|Bennett, who sits directly 
tfronf. of Mr. Martin, quietly I 

Icoached : "Don’t answer him. | 
g Don’t answer him.”

* * *
Property assessment increases I 

■ would be controlled by 
3 amendment to the Assessment!
I Equalization Act introduced in|
I the legislature Thursday.

Attorney-General Bonner out-1
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election, which they claim is not and Prince Edward Island. Wcilg 
necessary at this time. | should push out that wall behind |1

In the Socred backbenches,ilhe Speaker’s chair and make® 
Esquimau NILA Herb Bruch ! room for expansion m future* 
said the chamber should be [years.”
enlarged and more than 55 j John Squire (NDP Alberm,g 
members seated, while Saanich didI).t Unow whether to call it# 
MLA John Tisdalle announced ,|ie Auction Bill or the Bingo K 

! lie will now vote for Bill 32 gpi.

scribed the bill 
>nnciple” and I 
^ particular in-

p(i act, the as- 
and and im- 

not be in- 
five per cent! 
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|ML4 Fights Water Bill\

‘Drain Beaver, 
Reclaim Land’

\o Reason Given
h> jack Yrv ■JH

ft 1'5

in I

"i

Oak Bay Liberal Alan Macfarlane made a 
lone, unsuccessful bid Monday to block second 
reading of a bill under which water rights 
Greater Victoria will revert to the Crown.

He suggested in the legislu- nor,hern part of the Saanich 
» lure that the city of Victoria Peninsula.
1 could drain Beaver Lake. He said the only way to solve |
reclaim SO acres of land and lh" dun’»slic waler problem ink 

. ,,-a rvws .t . , . irus area was through 1 consulta-1,I make $1.2j0.00U luough sale of , „ . , . Ilion and negotiation over a b
ijthis land at Sa.000 an acre. ! period of time” by the muniei-r 

“Beaver Lake is not a lake at pa lilies involved, 
all, it is an impounded body of “It cannot be handled any 1 
water. The land under that better with this legislation than | 
water is owned by the city of j without it. and what this would l 
Victoria, which has a perfect j do is force these municipalities || 
right to drain that land, reclaim, apart said the Liberal MLA.
it and put it to any use it likes.” j John Tisdalle (SC, Saanich)8 

Mr. Macfarlane estimated it | interjected 
would cost $2,500,000 or more to 
install a pipeline to seixice the lwant a contract.

;

Resourc es Minister Willistonl 
SB told the House the member 

from Oak Bay had given no K 
,'J£i reason why the act should by I 
m pulled back at this time. i

“It is the intent of thefe^j 
iSQm government before this actB proclaimed that all the prol> to™ 

9 iems and licensing and needs of 
B Victoria will be fully taken care jjjgM 

: àm of-” he said.
I “I want to assure the House 6 

and the people of Victoria that 1 
B rights to use water will bel 

IH^H^B safeguarded to an even greater | 
extent under this legislation I 

B than they were formerly.’ 
*^HB The minister said that under M 

Elk-Beaver gr“’'tl'lu-m6 S a /n Cy l!l'!)‘ildcnls present legislation,>>'"> a „Ch PCTmwuli"^^^HBB^BLake were no' safeguarded
isssujsks. for either recreational or water

and nobody had ever

■i
:

I
■M B ■He said people in the northern bMPsihM 

pai*t of the Saanich Peninsula
._, _ . . . ... would “rest peacefully" onceIcentral Saanich is now gettmg ^ |egislaliun was passed. g

Victoria S o c r e d MLA J EvfejS 
Donald Smith told the House
that any further delay in __
bringing in this legislation would 
only add more confusion to thaï 
which has already been in 

for

‘Hon Will it Help?’
“Is the government going loi Mr. Tisdalle said this a mend- 

force onto the other municipal i- ment of the Water Act would be 
ties in this area a contract that the “swan song” to the Act of 
is unfair . . . that people in 1873 which gave Victoria control 
other parts will have to pay for j of water sources in this area, 
water to Central Saanich?”

I replied Mr. Macfarlane.
He told the House that

II its water free how is it going I 
I to help to ha\e them charged)

If or the water?"
I , Mr. Macfarlane asked the I

I ■government to postpone its bill I 
■until next year, so the munici- 
I palities concerned could have)

I more time to discuss theirieitisten]
| problems.______________ ' yèa rs. J

■■■■«I
tv \-v vy . v ■ .4: S- i. .'-1 

- S SS ^ ■

■

Speculators Benefit’ g

Inumber of ■

'kàiàm.

v).?; ft"-

use,___
determined how much water I 
could be removed from there \ 
while safeguarding it for rec- 5 
reational use.j It appeared that recreational 

j values were far more important 
| than water use at Elk-Beaver

I Lake, and Central Saanich 
might be mistaken in assuming 
the lake was an answer to its water problem. Mr. Williston^B 

continued.
■ The answer to the water H

needs in the rapidly expanding fl
northern Saanich Peninsula lay i ^l
in the extension of water pipes
running from the Sooke hills, '' |s
but it might take a year orjtM
more to resolve this problem, IF

said. J
————

uinst Polie*

Oak Bay to AightTax Assessment Pla
ml \ .J f- IT——r- ^—        'iTT‘ilgBIbHaHHI rv. 1. n ... ... W.    . , ■■■ HpIi. »/M » 1 rl Ka ^Oak Bay council prepared

I Monday to fight legislation 
introduced in the legislature 
last week that would limit tax 
assessment increases to five 
per cent or less a year. 

Council authorized Reeve

I Allan Cox to take the matter 
to an inter-municipal meeting 
today and to explore fighting 
the measure through the 
executive of the Union of B.C. 
Municipalities.
“Taxes are based on market

I value of the land,” Mr. Cox 
said. “If it goes up, the owner 

be making fantastic 
1 speculation, but he

rwould not be contributing pro- [ 
portionately to municipal rev­
enue.”

He said the situation could I 
| create an artificially low as- j 

I sessmen*.
He pointed out that the I 

I value of land in some areas I 
lot a municipality increases |
I more’ rapidly than that 
|other areas.

Covmcillors charged the act!

I runs contrary to the govern-1 
mentis homeowner grant! 
philosophy and to the prin-l 
cipies of the equaiization act. 1 
Reexe Cox said land specu-| 

llatora would not be

fair
| taxes.

“This is going to fly right! 
i the teeth of taxes bc.ng I

(based on market values,” he | 
said.

“This is not the sort of tiling 1 
I that should be dubbed in at the [ 
| last mmole of the session.”
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Amendment Fails

Bad Name
I Police arc getting a bud name 
i'j in B.C. because this province is 
, I too hard on its citizens, Attor- 
] ney-Gencral Robert Bonner told

I the legislature Monday.
B.C.’s chief law enforcement 

officer told the House : “I do be­
lieve we are giving too many 

records in

for furtherlLast phase of the redistribu­
tion battle were fought in the 
legislature Monday night when 
controversial Bill 32

royal commission 
study went down in overwhelm-! 
ing defeat.
NEW REPORT

moved an..
was given I 

third and firjal reading.
Bill 32 will become law when 

royal assent is given by Lieu­
tenant-Governor Pearkes on the 
day the House prorogues, and 
the next provincial election will 
he fought along the new riding 
boundaries.

A last-ditch effort by Opposi­
tion Leader Strachan to turn 
the bill back to the Angus

Mr. Strachan 
amendment to third reading, for 
the bill to be withdrawn and 
sent back to the commission i 
along with instructions that at 
new report should be returned | 
to the House within the next g 
:;o days.

He explained it was “unfair” I 
tied the commission's! 
th restrictive terms of g 

which wrere later f

people too 
this country 

“Our rate of prosecutions in 
B.C. or Canada is. really very 
high."
SECOND HEADING 

The attorney-general spoke 
shortly lx?fore the House gave! 
second

hands wit 
reference 

! ignored by the government and 
I said that “in all fairness we 
should have some non-partisan 
advice.”

But when a division was j 
called the NDP leader's amend-j 
ment was defeated by 26 to 13,

I with Frank Calder ( NDP, 
Atlin > supposing the Socrcds 

: and the NDP and Liberals join- 
ling forces in opposition.
NO SOCRED8

When

voted against the government 
(bill, although a number of

approval in 
principle, to a bill which pro­
vides for compulsory motor veh­
icle testing and 24-hour licence 

for drinking driv-

B.C. Hyd
Best Gem9 1 suspensions

t It was time for legislators to; 
; find other means of securing 
j public order instead of just pre- 
\ scribing offences for the police 
j to enforce, said Mr. Bonner.

“WAV OF LIFE” 
i “I am concerned with the way 
| charging has become part of 
I the Canadian way of life,” he I 
I said, adding that it is far too 
l| easy for a young person to be
I charged with hitch-hiking or fori
II a young person to get a record 
I as a juvenile delinquent because

The Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway Is the shining jewel 
of the Socred government but 
B.C. Hydro Is “the great dia­
mond,“ Premier Bennett told 
the legislature Monday night.

Mr. Bennett told the House 
that a “great highway pro­
gram, great railway,” ferries, 
energy development and edu­
cational system “are the fac­
tors that build a great nation, 
a great country.”

rcadinj

This vote was 26 to 15, with 
Frank Calder again supporting
the Socrcds
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meroial and govern men 
accounts (bringing increased 
costs to the public).
• That the government 

should operate a refinery.

Morrow Report

• That there should be a 
single dealer tank wagon price 
in all parts of the province ("It 
would result in one area subsi 
dizing another.”
• That the price of gasoline 

1 should be tied to cost of

May Set 
Gasoline 
Prices

Gasoline prices need regulating and the gov­
ernment should intervene if the oil industry is 
unwilling to bring about the changes, says a long- 
awaited royal commission report tabled in the 
legislature Tuesday.

_ , He said no more service |
The 164-page report of Judge; stations should be constructed^.! 

Charles W. Morrow, which took; in BC for al least the next five] 
1'* years of hearings andjyearS| an(j operators who! 
1.800,000 words of testimony in wcre buying their stations! 
its preparation, was tabled by | ghould be allowed to repay their § 
Provincial Secretary XV e s 1 c y j ^bt in full any time after five I 
^ac'c- ! years so they could become ^

It concluded that unless1
drastic changes were made 
"within a reasonable time,” the 
government should move to 
regulate gasoline prices, either 
under the Petroleum Sales Act 

i passed in 1940 or under the 
j Public Utilities Act.
NOT JUSTIFIED

more independent.
CASH PAYMENT

Consideration should be given I 
to customers who paid cash fori 
their gasoline rather than those 1 
who used credit cards, the| 
report recommended.

This could be accomplished by 8 
allowing a discount to cash! 

Judge Morrow said the five- customers, abolishing the credit| 
cent difference between the cost card system, or by adding 
of premium and regular gaso- surcharge to credit card users, j 
line "is not justified,” and that it stated.

g the tank wagon price of 
j premium should be dropped two 
[cents a gallon — even though it

Consignment selling Is 8 
"unfair.” the judge reported,! 
and "all companies should with-1

I may cost the oil companies a draw the consignment agree-
|$2,000,000-a-year loss of revenue, 

Tank wagon price to inde- 
| pendent, major-brand dealers 
j should be two cents less a 
I gallon than the tank wagon 
j price to lessee operators, he

I MARKUP CITED
The judge said the retail 

(markup on gasoline should be 
"about the same” throughout 

I the province and that "the 
S present high retail markup in 
■some areas is unfair.1

merits, immediately.”
POINTS REJECTED 

The f o 11 0 w ing submissions! 
were rejected by the royals 
commission :

S That sales promotions! 
should be restricted.
• That hours of operation! 

should be more closely regu-| 
lated.
• That discounts should bel 

iated to industrial, com- j

'production ("There is no known

t method of calculating product 
costs”).

• That pricing should lx? on j 
a freight - on - board basis (This ! 
would be contrary to normal 

development of market ( 
?. economy, Judge Morrow sug-| 
* ' gested).
• That discounts should not I 

be given to non-brand service 
station operators, including f-j 

department stores, to obtain r! 
their gasoline supplies at prices! 
lower than their competitors, f 
the major brand dealers, 

i ("In some instances these! 
discounts do, in effect, amount j 
to a lower supply price to 
retailers, since no jobbing func-lj 
tion of any consequence 
performed.”)
EARLY START 

The gas price squabble 
B.C. started back in the mid-1 
1930s. Complaints of high prices, 
similar to those voiced today, 
led to appointment of the! 
(McDonald royal commission | 
which recommended in 1937 that | 
prices should be lowered.

A board was appointed and§ 
ceiling prices were placed 
gasoline, but the oil industry | 

retaliated with a 10-day strike in§ 
1940, in which no deliveries! 
were made to B.C.
I SPECIAL SESSION

In the face of this emergency, I 
I the government called a special! 
1 session of the legislature to pass H 
I the Petroleum Sales Act, which § 

I was so broad that the govern- \i 
I ment had the power to enter the § 
Soil business and to seize opera- 
gting companies.

But this act to this day has! 
■never been proclaimed by 6. 
11 he Lieutenant - Governor - in -1 
I Council.

The gas dispute died down and I 
B was forgotten until five years! 

lago, when it was revived by§ 
J Cyril Shelford (SC, Omineca).

Mr. Shelford’s opinion of| 
■ Judge Morrow’s report:
"I was disappointed that thel 

■ judge did not recognize there § 
■ should be one wholesale price g 

■throughout British Columbia, so| 
Ball gas stations would have the| 
I same start.”

He was pleased, however, that 1 
I the judge had "put the onus oh I 
■industry for it to clean up its! 
■own house or the government 1 
I will do it f
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For Years-Nothing Bennett: "Don't Ans icer’

Mental Health ‘Shell Game
By BARRY JOHNSON

Ï After some of the sea- 
! son's crustiest debate, three 
! Socred backbenchers leaned 
hardest on Health Minister 

| Eric Martin in the legisla- 
| lure Tuesday.
j Donald S mi til (Victoria), John 
9Tisdalle (Saanich) and Ernie months and years of trying to 
'l-eCours (Delta) made emotion- pin down what they could or 
j a| appeals for action on estab- should do.
' lishment of a treatment centre Mr. Tisdalle, who has a men- 

1 ior emotionally disturbed and tally retarded son, said he had 
é retarded children. ''»Ped he would hear the minis-

. ter say something encouragingt: Protxxsins a department oi . . . ° ,, ru»iA»u„ omi1h this session and recalled the InstI human relations, Mr. Sm.Lh ............ ..........

Back-Bench Socreds 
Attack Inaction

the bitterness will have left my j
voice."

He accused the minister- ofj 
meeting all questions cn the 
i-sue by standing firmly “with I 
both feet in mid air and going

, , , -into a lengthy song and dance.am,y and society is lo help avojd ^v, 
the sick and the motherless and 
fatherless, yet we lack the abil­
ity to say: ‘It shall be done.’ "

“It is no salve on a broken of being treated th.s 
body when we say they don't do 
it in Ontario.

“We’ve got the land, wo ve 
got the know-how. we've got 
the materials, we’ve got the 
technicians and we've got the 
money.

“Surely we can tell the par­
ents: 'This will be done.’ ”

Refering to Highway Minister 
Gaglardi’s new turbine snow­
plow he taunted : “We can send 
snow flying a mile with a new 
machine but this doesn’t do 
one thing for me. We can't solve ! 
the simple problem of provid­
ing an institution that can care 
for humanity.”

An angry Mr. I^eCours began 
his speech by saying he was

an answer."*
SICK AND TIRED*
"I for one am sick and tired |

He charged: “The minister|j 
knows full well that every vokzn- & 
tary organization that i> c:r- 0 
cemed with the health of ourl 
emotionally :-.od mentally handt-i 
capped children is cry ing out U 
for help."

Members of this house are I 
! entitled to answers, he said.

As has been the pattern, Mr. II 
Martin sat through questions ir. if 
determined silence or answered! 
erreumventiy, sometimes btam-| 
ing the department’s His on “the 1 
.previous administration"’ 141 
■ years ago.
| When questioning became^ 
tough, Premier Bennett quar.er- 
backed the minister’s ansvxvrs. 
or quietly counselled him : | 

j “Don’t answer him. Don’t
bench contingent, but left all 
cabinet ministers staring stonily 
in all directions.

Backing his proposal for a 
human relations portfolio, Mr. 
Smith pointed out persons seek­
ing help for emotionally dis­

regarded childrenturbed
could have to fight their way i 
through the labyrinths of six de­
partments — health, education, ! 
[public works, welfare, attomey- 
Igeneral and finance.

“Many members on this side, 
are certainly not satisfied,” he 
said. “We are doing more than | 

[other provinces, but that's not 
good enough."

“It is obvious to anyone whoj 
has listened to this debate that! 
ihere’s a great deal to lie de­
sired. The minister just hasn’t ] 
the time required to do the job. I

“We’ve built lots of highways ! 
and ferries. If we can be criti-: 
cized it is in the area of human 
relations."

He compared the pro’ 
mental health machine 
“the old shell game" an 

[“people are distressed

*Sleepy Lagoon ’ Setvage 
Safe or Health Threat?

sewage lagoons in the province and that tfcrr 
were “a very serious menace to health.” » 

Dr. Pat McGeer (L. Vancouver Point 
Grey) wanted to know whether the health 
minister considered the sleepy lagoons a tern- 

measure for sewage treatment, .or

liow big a health threat are the “sleepy 
[lagoon" type of open sewage disposal sys­
tems? Opposition members wanted to know- 
in the legislature Monday night.

Health Minister Martin said, “Our health
porary i _
whether they were here to stay.

Mr. Martin replied that so far as Sis 
department was concerned, they were per­
fectly safe.

alter
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Martin Under Attack

‘City of Mental Illness’
Health Minister Martin was 

accused of creating a “city of 
: mental illness” as stubborn 
debate of his estimates confined 
in the legislature Tuesday.

NDP members David Barrett 
of Dewdney and Gordon Dowd- 
ing of Burnaby criticized the 

? government for planning to
l build a residential clinic for
i; emotionally disturbed children.
| adding to it the Vancouver 

Gen-ral Hospital forensic clinic 
near the Willingdon School for 

' girls.
Mr. Barrett said mixing the

three would create a potentially 
dangerous situation.

“You are creating a city of 
mental illness,” he said.

He asked the government to 
reconsider and experiment with 
other systems of handling emo­
tionally disturbed children.

He urged the government to 
turn to decentralized units, 
buying up old houses for just a 
few children at a time and 
investing the money in staff 
rather than “monunients.”

“The light bill alone at 
Essondale has been as high as 
$22,500 a month,” he said, “and

gg——

B.C. Offers 
To Share

once you turn the lights on in an 
institution like this, you can 
never turn them off.”
LOVE, TRUST

“It is impossible to take 50 or 
60 children, even in the cottage 
system, and stir them together 
and expect them to come out

“Love and trust are factors 
that can be evident in a bam 
just as well as a million-dollar 
building,” he said. “Walls can­
not reach out and love a child. 
Clean hallways don't mean a 
rapport between staff and chil-

Suggesting the minister call a 
halt to the plan, he said, “I you 
want to build a monument, build 
it for something else.”

He urged a limit of six toj 
eight children per house, where| 
they could receive treatment! 
“as part of continual participa-( 
tioi. in the real world, rather] 
than the institutional.

“Institutions teach them onlyj 
how to live in an institution.”

Replied Mr. Martin: “Nos 
matter what is done, it will bel 
criticized. So there is nothing! 
left to do but go ahead and do­
it. And that is what we are!

As he has done previously, 
Premier Bennett entered the ; 
legislature during Mr. Martin’s] 
estimates debate, and coached j 
the minister with “Don’t answer i 
him,” as opposition members 
asked questions.

Freeway Aid " .■> Why Not Answer?
Premier Bennett told the 

| legislature Wednesday the pvo-|
(, vincial government will pay | 
jj one-third the cost of freeways|
I through Vancouver if the jl 
I federal and city governments y 
I shared the rest.

Saying his offer is based on i 
j each government paying one- 
* third the construction costs, hep 
I explained later that Vancouver t 
' must take the initiative with | 
i the federal government.

< TN the legislature this week three Scored member 
: sought to draw from the health minister som
■ assurance of positive action with respect to th 
j establishment of a treatment centre for emotionall-

disturbed and retarded children.
] This was not the kind of question voiced b’ 
| Opposition members patently for political reasons 
abut an earnest plea for humanitarian attention t< 
jia much needed aspect of human welfare.
| And all it got was a studied silence or the iyrx 
I of evasive reply that runs round in circles and mean- 
« nothing.

When the questioning became acute, according tc 
§ press gallery report, the premier buttressed hi< 
J minister or said to him: “Don’t answer him Don’i 
1 answer.”
■ , .XYhy should a minister of the crown not answei 
I straight-forward questions when these are advanced 
I with honest intent and in the public interest?

There is far too much of this negative reactior 
I to questions, both here and at Ottawa, put to cabinet 
I ministers on subjects that vitally concern'the public 
I Governments are becoming increasingly arrogant in 
I this respect, and forgetting they are the guardian» 
l ot a public trust and answerable for all their acts ol 
I both commission and emission.

Ease Trade Barriers]
For B.C.’s I Sake-Grit j

Liberal leader Ray Perraultp 
I Suggested in the legislature! 
I Wednesday night trade barriers^ 
1 should be lowered with the| 
I Western United States.

He said that even with abso-| 
I lute equality of freight rates | 
I between Eastern and Western I 
I Canada, B.C.’s secondary in-1 
Idustry would have a tough time! 
I competing with well-established I 
I industry in Ontario and Quebec. I 
I "It might take years to bring 1 
I Eastern politicians around to I 
lour way of thinking.” he said I

fdur^g debate on Trade Minis-0!
Iter Ralph Loffmark’s salary I 
|estimates. ° ;

Mr. Loffmark later said he I 
I advocates a careful examination! 
Hof Canada’s trade policies to I 
I see whether the five regional I 
I areas of the nation could grad-1 
lualiy bring about tariff reduc-l 
Itions with a view to selling in g 
j the bigger markets in the U.S.T 

“The present system they’re I 
■using in Ottawa hasn’t brought!
■ Canada together and it hasn’t!
■ developed Canada,” he told the| 
I House.
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Strachan Charges:

Kiernan Opened Park
tjpposmon U> a dcr 

Strachan Thursday accused 
Kenneth Kiernan, first as mines 
minister and later as recreation 
and conservation minister, of 
personally piloting the owning 
f>f Strathcona Park to mining 
interests

He told the legislature that.
! records for 162 claims staked utlL 
the southwestern end of Buttle 

.I,ake were issued between 1959 
land 196.1. while Mr. Kiernan was 
I mines minister.

These claims, when consoli­
dated with 23 mineral claims 

■granted by the Crown in 1924 
and held by Western Mines 

' Limited, were large enough to 
guarantee that development of a 
mine at Myra Creek would be 
profitable, said the NDP leader.
RECLASSIFIED

Mr. Kiernan was named rcc-i 
reation and conservation minis-1 
ter in 1964, and on May 13, 1965, r 
the cabinet approved his recom-| 
mendation that the Class A parkfi 
be broken into three conser-h 
vane y areas and two Class Be 
areas, he said.

The reclassification put Wes-1 
tern Mines' holdings in a Classe 
B area, where mining is permit-1 
ted. And on the same day the[j 
order-in-council was issued, 
park use permit was given to| 
the company — they could | 
hardly wait to get their hot I 
litt le hands on it," Mr. Strachan § 
said.

"Every action of the minister!

I since his appointment, has been i; 
directed toward giving the| 
people with whom he dealt as| 
minister of mines, everything a 

Tey need to utilize the property| 
I he gave them as minister ofj

1 'ANYTHING*
"The whole purpose of crea­

ting Class B section is the park 
was to allow the minister, step 
by step, to give this company 

1 the right to do anything they 
pleased in this park —• and 
that's why the park was gut-! 
ted.'

Mr. Strachan told the House 1 
I the Socreds were "prepared to 
1 leave no stone unturned to help 

some company make a dollar" 
land that all the while develop- 
Jment was being encouraged in 
I the park the government was 
| "operating behind a facade of 

earing reasonable and ra- 
■■

tional" about the" smianon.
He said the government had 

shown it was willing to "give 
them what they want, how they IS 
want and when they want it." mT 
while the people of B.C. and 
members of the House were pi 
being "led down the garden i- | 
path ... never knowing whatW 
was going on."
POLLUTION

The opposition leader also 
pointed out that after Western H 
Mines issued a prospectus of its™ 
holdings in Strathcona Park in 
1962. a provincial cabinet order-. _ 
in-council was passed in De- 
cember of that year placing 

ji Buttle Lake outside the jurisdic-r | 
Jtion of the provincial Pollution. .. 

Control Board.
Earlier. Leo Nimsick (NDP,|i”

I Cran brook > told the House that N 
‘‘0|>eration Chop Up" started ingsi 
Strathcona Park shortly after p ; 
the new Parks Act was passed sjj|

I in 1965.
Industrial interests see BvBritish

Columbia's provincial parks as f ia 
a "veritable paradise for e.xploi i 1

Itation if they could over get 
their hands on them," ' :J B

are putting j

I ‘PRESSURE*
"Big mining companies 

I tim ber com pa ni es 
| the pressure on ... and the g|
1 minister of parks today 
I was minister of mines before. ; 
1 knows the pressure is on." ™ 

Mr. Nimsick wanted the min-

Iister to tell the House "how he 
is going to control f dilution |p; 
from the mine."

going to make • 
into proper Class A category I 
and we were going to weed out! 
from Class A parks those areas! 
where alienation already exis-l 
ted," Mr. Kiernan stormed.
BRIEF

"How can you sit there and a 
say this government is not very j 
much park-minded when 
have created over 180 newku 
parks since we came to power, 
including eight marine parks.! 
which never existed before?"

? minister pointed out thaï ^

1 Western Mines' development in i 
the park was based on claims* 
which were Crown granted in'/-! 
1924 and that these claims | 
represented up to 1.150 acres — 1 

much as the Kimberley|
!] mine occupies."

Mr. Kiernan also advised the I 
House that his stand was made F 
dear in a brief which was t 
submitted earlier to a special E 
legislative committee studying! 
the advisibility of allowing al 
mining town to lie built innidc Hj 
«K park, and that this informa­
tion had been available to the8 
opposition members.
PURCHASE 1

| His brief pointed out that ill 
Hwould probably cost B.C. S30.-1 

whn BMBif000,000 or $4tUKN.00O ,0 olimi-l 
I-_ inate Western Mines' alienation■ 

in the park by buying them out. I
"If the province were in a -J 

IKwition to sjjend this kind of, 
money for park acquisition!

. , m. purixjses, in my opinion!
Mr. Kiernan angrily re,,lied. 'T°y ra,uld sl*nl mo'^

• I have listened lor an hour and IB •dvanlageously elsewhere, for
10 minutes to nonsense, niistn- IB IT.tn5 _T'ra ’|H^k ”nd rec'L 
formation, misrepresentation j:.' .;| 'h0IMl »"*-•« «wkl be bought|

___ f (n„tc •• ! ' j If>i much less than it would cost |land distortion of tlie facts."
‘MALARKY*

He said his new Parks Act |
|was passed last year to clear up|

"40 years of contradiction, f

I procrastinations and lack of 1 
direction" in management of 0} 
the parks network.

. "While they called some of 7.
\ these large [«arks Class A parks 
I where there could be no aliéna-* 
Ition of land, this was the»

I greatest bunch of malarky ever F 
foisted on an unsuspecting pub-1 

tic.
'•Last year, I told you I would!

I have no part of -a continuingE 
policy of confusion. I said we|

to buy the mineral claims o 
I# Western Mines," it stated.

"In some cases it is practica 
to eliminate the alienations infl 
the large parks by a variety of^ 
means, which include purchase! 

' por trade for alternate land;j 
I where it is practical to do so. 

"Where the private holdings!

I” of timber land or mineral rightsB 
are on the border of a park, it jj 
is in some cases j>os.sible, by a| 

g simple boundary amendment, to| 
| remove the alienation from the (J 
y park and. in some ' instances, 
a this is the best course to take," !
| Mr. Kiernan s brief stated.

Of I

111
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Liberal AdmitsSnares [‘’Dastardly’ Attack"

Strachan, McGeer Clash 
in Battle of Buttle

maÊÊÊBÊÊÊÊKÊÊÊÊm
By JACK FRY 

Lrgislatixe Reporter
One of the wildest scenes in j 

I the current session of the le- 
I gis I attire erupted Thursday 
[night when Opposition Leader & 
I Strachan chained that I jh- 
leral MLA Dr. Pat McGeer È 
■ was involved in the Western ,
I Mines operation at Strachcona j 
I Park.

Dr. McGeer i Vancouver I 
| Point Grey», challenging Mr. j 
I Strachan s suggestion earlier |
I in the afternoon that 2501 
I jxxinds of copper sulphate 
I which would be needed daily [ 
[would find Its way into the j|
| lake, said the NDP leader whs | 

"guilty of misleading the 6 
| House by suggesting this."

He said the chemical would 8 
| he entirely consumed in the 8 ] mining process and that none j 
I of it would enter the lake.

The hassle occurred shortly I 
I before the end of a six-hour a 
■debate when Recreation and ( 
I Conservation Minister Kier-| 
1 nan's salary vote was finally

| passed by the Hou'-c.
The House exploded w hen 

[ Mr. Strachan retorted : "I am 
t surprised that the member for 
I Point Grey participated in ! 
] this debate because, accord-, 
|ing to reemtis of the com- "
’ pany. he is not a 'disinterested j

Liberal leader- Ra> Per-1 
E rault shouted : “That’s a dis- r 
* graceful thing to say . .

Premier Bennett jumped f: 
I into the fray : "I am rising as I 
| the leader of the government 
Î. . . the member for Point 1 
3 Grey has been attacked b> 

the leader of the opposition in 
I a dastardly way.”

Mr. Strachan replied that I 
| the premier was “deliberately t 
I trying to create chaos in the 1 
I House, so the chaos will draw j 
| public attention" away from p 
| the government’s ‘‘bankrupt Î 
| parks' pblicy."

The recreation minister then | 
l threatened that “if there is \‘ 
I any further criticism of the [ 

overall parks policy of this j 
I province, I am going to take | 

the next two hours to outline J

tithe parks policy frqjn the year £ 
11952 to 1966."

He reiterated his stand that 
I copper sulphate will not enter I
■ the lake, if any does get into! 
1 the lake it will not harm tlu ^ 
I fish and if any gets into the fi 
I lake "and we found it detri-1 
I mental then the method would® 
I have to be changed.”

Dr. McGeer. who has oj>-| 
I posed the idea of allowing!
■ mining inside B.C.’s provincial |
■ parks and w ho voted against y 
I the new Parks Act last year, | 
I said outside the House he as-j 
Isumed that what Mr. Stra-[" 
I chan was referring to was the j
fact that. "I am a very minor! 

I shareholder” in W estern|

He said in the House ‘Tin I 
| opposed to mining in parks, j 
I When I rose to defend the gov- 
I emment allowing tailings in | 

the lake it was on a point of j 
1 scientific information, n o t j 
: opinion.1

‘Buttle 
Won’t Be 
Poisoned’
Recreation and Conscnationl 

1 Minister Kicman wras unable! 
I Thursday to placate opposition I 
I members who said they were g 
I not satisfied he had taken!
■ enough steps to ensure Buttle!
■ Lake would not be destroyed by! 
I mine tailings.

And Liberal Gordon Gibson I
■ crossed his party’s line and!
■ ittged Mr. Kieman to stand upg
■ Cor profitable mining opérai ions g 
I mside park boundaries.

Western MT ne s Ltd.,
1 government permission loi 

chemical-loaded tailings! 
u; lake. 1

gONLY LAKE
Opposition Leader Strachan |

I warned that tailings w ould .a 
I include 250 pounds a day. of I 
| copper sulphate in solution and| 
lsaid it takes only .14 parts peris 
I million of copper sulphate log 
g destroy life in a body of water. I

“No matter where you dispose |
I of the tailings, there is only one I 
1 place to get rid of the water I 
I (containing the copper sol-1 
gphatei. and that is in the lake,’* |
3 he said.

Gordon Dowding ( NDP, Bum- I 
| aby> added that tailings dumped | 
I anywhere in the lake’s- basin, j 
B even on the ground, would I 
1 eventually find its way into the j 
B lake.
| LAND

Replied Mr. Kieman: “We I 
| don’t want to tell you it’s I 
I absolutely 100 per cent (safe) [ 
I until we know'.

“If it isn’t, the tailings will go | 
| on the land.”

Mr. Gibson said that if, in die I 
I minister’s judgment, there! 
I would be a greater return to the I 
■ people from mining than from I 
I park use, the minister should I 
I “stand up in the cabinet and tell I 
| Mr. Premier that’s what you’re |

I going to do.
I “Western Mines is doing |
I nothing but good for the people 1 
iof this province.” said Mr.r
| Gibson. ______ I

“I’m tired of people going all?
|haywire about the sacredness of*.
| park boundaries, when 20 feetî 
I away they don't care. /'

“The whole of B.C. is a park| 
land I want you to do your| 
j housekeeping on the whole 
1 province as you would a park,"
I he said to the minister.

A Socred backbencher, at one! 
I point, called out: “Is this ^ 
I Liberal policy?” Liberal leader ’ 
g Ray Perrault replied : “No.”

Said Mr. Gibson: “I am not!
I speaking for the group because |
II have no right to. I haven’t! 
| made any friends making this • 
I speech, but it's my honest ^ 
g opinion."

“Not one peison in 1,000 has | 
I ever walked two miles in any j 
| park in B.C.,” he said.

Replying to Mr. Gibson's I 
Island, David Barrett (NDP,
1 Dewdney) said it is easier to! 
■ attack the government than “a; 
| member like that member, who 
J is loved by every member in 
Ithis House.”
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Ottawa Funds 
Welcome 

For Parkland
Recreation and Conservation.Minister Kiernan'

I6said in the legislature Thursday that he would wcl- 
come federal money in a joint development of .

must remain under 1

ii> said the province had al­
ready begun "an orderly and I 
well-planned'' development of 
the park, costing more than j, 
$1,000,000, and has spent! 
$33,000,000 on a road to Pern-j 
berton to provide access. 
EXCELLENT PROPERTIES 

"If the federal government ii 
wants to develop a park on the j 
Pacific Coast, I can direct them 
to a number of excellent prop­
erties on tidewater which they 
could aquiro," he said.

"Garibaldi is not substantial!) | 
different from the 1,000.000 fj 
acres of parks already in exist­
ence in B.C."
SEASIDE PARK 

A seaside park would be more ||

I worthwhile to the federal gov­
ernment, he said.
The minister denied a charge 
by Liberal leader Ray Perrault 
that he had steadfastly refused 
to negotiate with Ottawa on its 
proposal to invest $10,000,000 in 
Garibaldi development over 
five-year period.

VERY NÉBVLOVS
Besides, he said, "the $10.- ' 

very, very S1000.000 offer was 
nebulous."

Mr. Perrault argued that • na-Sjjl 
ftional parks ere "protected t. '
1 against violation and exploita- ! •-/*.. 
It ion by an act of Parliament. j 
I NOT FLEXIBLE

"It wouldn't have the flexible SE 
| park policy vve see in B.C."

He |jointed out that Banff and# 
l Jasper bring $50,000,000 a year®
Î into Alberta, and estimated gwl 
| Garibaldi would l>e worth 
; $70.000.000 a year to B.C.
:MINERAL CLAIMS

He said the federal govern- ^ 
Intent had already undertakenpF" 
] to leave mineral claims and 
I timber lots as they we* by *
I altering park boundaries, and ; 
i quoted Northern Affaiis MinJ| 0 
) istcr Laing as having wnttiy:

Happily, Garihald is «1-,:

I most devoid of resuorces except g||3$ 
for beauty."
Said Mr. Perrault : "Hie cost jaga 
| to B.C. would be almost nothing, mpflil

I and the benefit to B.C. a 1 mostly 
incalculable." __ 7$;*
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Bill to Protect Grant 
Nearer Final Reading

Premier Bennett, said Friday : municipalities if taxes are in-! using it to calculate their own! 
a bill limiting property assess-creased. jtaxes. The result was die
ment increases to five |>er cent “No longer do we want homeowner grant was being | 
a year is aimed at preventing municipalities or anyone else to eaten up for purposes other• 
municipalities taking the home- take the homeowner grant away,than school taxes, 
owner grant, from the people, from the people,” he said. ONE OPPOSED

He l„ld the B.C. Legislature! "If they want to raise higher j Th(, bj|| passed ^ romm,tt^;-
standing vote

?•> v

that the hill, which passed assessments for other 
! committee stage prior to formal!school purposes that's their
|«Wni and final reading, is a responsibility' notours”/ . (Mackenzie! was the only MLAf
6 government attempt to prevent Mr. Bennett said many mum- , 8
Îincreases in.school taxes. fripalities "hid behind

j which Ant hony Gargrave (NDP.g

_______ to "I to oppose it
• _ • ,. . t , Mr. Gargrave said he was

■ He ..aid It w.H pul Hie onus on Assessment Equalisation Act by , ,lanrt t„km by
A i ‘àÀÆ& ® Powell River, the largest popu-j

lation centre in his riding, tiiat | 
a the five |>er cent limit would 1 

cause the community hardship.
The House moved into com-1 

niittee of supply at 4 p.m. when îj 
Recreation and Conservation U 

r Minister Kieman's estimates § 
I were finally passed.

The House rose at. 5:45 p.i 
with the final vote of Mr. j 
Kieman's estimate getting little y 
debate.

Enumeration 
Of Voters 

‘Needed Now’
An Opposition MLA Friday i 

called for a complete new, 
proviinoi'a! voters' enumeration 
which he said is necessary 
because of constituency boun­
dary revisions.

Gordon Dowding, (NDP, Bur-, 
naby) said the enumeration is 
needed immediately, before any, 
irovincial election is called.

“We have an elastic-band 
premier; he loves to call snap 
elections,” quipped Mr. Dow­
ding.
NOT ENOUGH TIME

He pointed out that only seven 
days are allowed for registra­
tion of voters under the Elec­
tions Act.

This won’t allow enough time 
for the large number of revi- 
[sions on the voters’ lists, he 
said.

There have been “wholesale 
boundary changes” in the gov­
ernment’s redistribution bill, 
said Mr. Dowding. People who 

I were in Vancouver East riding 
are now in Vancouver South.

]no answer

“And there is no procedure as y 
| yet for validating the trans- 
Ifers.”

The mobility of BMC.'s popu-I 
i lation is another factor requir-| 
i ing a new enumeration, he said. | 
I Mr. Dowding called on the! 
I premier for an answer to hisl 
|Plea, but got none. Provincial 1 
|secretary Wesley Black told Mr.fl 
«Dowding: “I will certainly take! 
ait under advisement if and when§ 
j an election is called.”

Salvage of Driftwood 

Urged on Legislature
Commercial driftwood salvage 

end processing was advocated 
Friday in a report to the Legis­
lature tabled by the house com-j 
mittee on forestry.

The report suggests that the 
Crown sell driftwood after the 
original owners of logs have been 
given time to recover them.

An*estimated 300,000.000 board! 
feet of lumber has accumulated ! 
along B.C.’s 15.000 miles of1 
shoreline. Until now lumber and 
pulp mill operators have 
shunned driftwood because of 
sand and gravel embedded m 
the beached logs.

MLA Cyril Shelford, chairman 
of the forestry- committee, has 
|said that industry should be en­
couraged to harvest the waste 
[wood, possibly with mobile chi] 
ping plants that would rove the

The committee's report said 
that strict regulations should be 
drawn up to prevent log pirating.

The report also proposed in­
creased pulp mill capacity and 
new mills for better utilization of 
smallwood, timber unsuitable for] 
lumber.

It advocated that there be no! 
more sales of pulp timber in the 
coastal area until there is a mar­
ket for smallwood now being left 

ield units.



TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 1966

gÈO- '

Pull Up Socks, Shelford Advises:

Give Oil Finns 
MA YeartM

h : ■

Oil companies should be given one year "to 
up their socks and clean house" before the governn 
forces them to equalize gasoline prices, the Sorted 
man said Monday. 3

government vehicles, he s;iid. 
["Only that way can you find' 
out what the real problems of 

I the industry are.”
I He also told the House, "It 

i-" 'r:: r (.,• i t|ii,i!ization of hink- 
I wagon prices across the prov-

llic OmemcaI Cyril Shcllprd.
I member w ho sparked tlie Mm- 
row royal commission, said in 

I the legislature that would he 
itime enough before the gownr 
! ment “steps m ?'td takes >tr*>ni i 
action and quits fooling around-" 

He also suggested the govern-1 
ment-owned Red Star Petroleum 
Products Company - acquired 
with B.C. Electric—buy gasvî.ne 
ifrorn the major com|-amo and

Alex Macdonald (NDP. Van- 
|couver East» told the House; 
that gasoline trade nam* s didn’t; 
mean a thing hwause the pr>i 
duct was the same.

The motoring public had to 
[pay for the "thousands and 
I thousands of dollais" of adver- 
Itisinr which says that one gaso-| 
I line is 1 letter than another, he

I royaj commission 
gasoline prices in its hands for 

I only a tew days, but that "it; 
lis under most active considéra-j 
lion."
PEOPLE INDEBTED

Alex Matthew (SC—Vancouttar 
[Centre* told the House that tlrk 
‘ people of B.C. are under a debt, 
of gratitude” to Mr. ShelforrJ, 
for his pressure which led to the j 
appointment of the royal com- ! 
mission.

He said Mr. Shelford should j 
be reimbursed for some of the' 
expenses which he incurred in I 
connection with appearances be­
fore the commission. But no 
action was indicated by the gov-i 
ernment.

TANKSAME
This type of iverlisitng was j 

id Mr. Mac- 
Ttiey know dam well! 

romes out of the same!
[tank."

“It is a total —te of money.j 
Commercialization is paid for! 
by the motorist, and I don't; 
think it is necessary."

Mr. Macdonald advised the! 
government to set up a small j 
refinery as a pilot project “to! 
keep the oil companies honest., 
in terms of the cost of their 
product to the motoring pub-

IsiPPLY

dona Id.

MAKE IP BONDS
“They can make up their: 

[minds in a week whether they 
differ with the recommvndatiote- 
• of the Morrow ‘report

JOBBERS
Such a refinery could supply 

[jobbers and produce fuel for

B.C. Movie Mecca
MLA Saxs Monev Only Draw

Macdonald said the 
should makeColumbia could heBritish

the Hollywood of Canada if 
the provincial government 
would start helping independ­
ent film producers. Alex Mac­
donald (NDP. Vancouver 

I East)' told the legislature

government 
some money available to 
encourage this industry. 
"There should be a chance for 
R C. to get into this most 
important field and become 
one of the major producers.

Trade and Commerre Min­
cer Loffmark replied that 
«he Government would wait a 
lew months to see what 
became of a federal proposal 
for establishment of a na- 
itonal filmfilm making, he said.

v El]

______ —
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Enumeration Rouses Members

Bennett Called 
‘Little Hitler ’

mmm
j Premier Bennett was called a 
j Hitler Monday night and he in 
turn called the NDP members 
Communists as the Liberals 

I backed the NDP in an attack on 
jthe government for failing tot 
conduct a province-wide enu­
meration based on new electoral 
riding boundaries, 

j The attack started when At­
torney - General Bonner intro- 
iduced an amendment to the 
j Elections Act in which post-re- 
! distribution voters’ lists are to 
I be compiled by transferring 
I names from existing voters’ 
lists.

I Opposition members pressed 
/| the attorney - general to give

j After nearly two hours of| 
[heated debate, the government! 
amendment was approved by a I 
vote of 28 to 18.

Earlier, Mr. Dowdiing told the; 
House that the fact there were 
fewer names on the 1963 voters’ ; 
list than in 1960 shows there is h 
a "serious defeat'

"Before we have an election | 
there should be a most thorough­
going enumeration of voters 1 
than B.C. has ever had.” 
‘NEVER IN HISTORY’

Lois Haggen (NDP, Grand 
Forks-Greemvood) said : "I too 
must say, as a member without 

j a constituency in the next elec- 
I t'ion, I believe there should be 
a complete and full enumeration 

[before the next election.
[ "Never before in history were 
voters' lists more incomplete

in the list, • 
which can only be corrected by 1 
an enumeration process similar j 
to that held by the federal gov-! 
eminent.
THOUSANDS UNLISTED

Randolph Harding (NDP. Kas-j 
lo-Slooan) said there are "hun-| 
dreds of thousands of people in! 
B.C. who are off the lists right 
now."

Arthur Turner (NDP, Van­
couver East) called the govern-1 
ment move "simply a device to

in the 1963 election,” she said.
Harry McKay (L, Femie) ask­

ed the government to at least 
[have some voter’s registration 
cards available for the next 
election—-"Don’t pull what you 
pulled the last time.”

Mr. Dowding said, "there 
hasn’t been a proper enumer­
ation in this province for years 
land this government is derelict 
| in its duty."

Dave Barrett (NDP, Dewd-j 
Iney) was ruled out of order 
when he suggested debate on 
the amendment be adjourned 
until the next sitting of the

"What does this government 
fear from enumeration? What 
does the government hope to| 
gain from not getting everyone; 

Ion the list?" he asked.
1 Alan Macfarlane (L, Oak) 
jBay) said that after the House 
j rises there should be "a mas-1 
Isive campaign" to tell the j 
I people how and where they canj 
| get on the voters’ list,_____ _ I

‘Money Needed For Good Ideas’
Research Council to help put! 
the ideas into action, he said.

After two or1 three years of 
concentrated assistance from 
the government, operators of 
the new businesses could go to a 
bank for financial backing.

"It would help these little1 
j fellows with ideas produce new 
[products,” Mr. Bruch told the

I Esquimali MLA Herbert 
Bruch would like to see the 
government give some bucking 
to new secondary industries in 

| me province.
!, outlined his plan to thei 
legislature Monday during 
debate on Trade and Commerce 
Munster Ixrffmark’s salary

I Mr. Bruch wants ‘‘some form] 
of assistance for these people 

[who have a good idea" but not 
enough money to put it into 
practise.

The government could "find 
an old building somewhere with | 
space for 10 to 15 different I 
operations," move in some! 

| equipment and call on the B.C. !

.______

;



TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 1966

mm

All Sides Hail MLAj 
Premier Hails WAC

There was so much well-wishing flouting around the legis­
lature Monday that Premier Bennett just couldn't stand it 
any longer without grabbing a slice for himself.

The real object ot the back-slapping was Cyril Shclford 
(SC, Omineca) who conducted an arduous, one-man fight 
that resulted in the recently-issued Morrow report on gasoline 
industry.

Members on all sides ol the House congratulated Mr. 
Shclford for his uphill five-year struggle, and Gordon Gibson 
(L, North Vancouver) told Mr. Bennett the farmer member 
should be made a minister without |x>rtfolio "but with pay."

"I am very proud that Mr. Shclford did something that 
no one else did and that the cabinet didn't do," Mr. Gibson

He also said Mr. Shclford had been "a very fine chair­
man of our forestry committee."

"I wouldn't have him up there running a trapline or 
running a few cattle. Make him a minister without portfolio."

* * *
Several members urged the government to Compensate 

Mr. Shclford for the considerable expense of the fight.
But in the long run, it was the premier who took die

"I appreciate the member's remarks," Mr. Bennett 
said, "but he's 14 years late.

too m

were
plete

said.
ask-
least
ation
next
you

"In the 19â2 session I noticed this brilliant young man, 
and urged him to seek the Social Credit nomination up there.

"I'm so happy that members on all sides of the House 
agree that the premier’s judgment was right again."

here 1 
mer- 8 
ears g 
•elict 1
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Wind-Up aturda

Forests Fiery
In Long Session

mmm
dealt with. j purchase, expropriation and 

| compensation, and simple can­
cellation of tree farm licences. 
SALARY USED 

Gordon Gibson (L, North 
Vancouver) told the House that 
the government should pay the 
chairman

ACK FRY I David Stupich (NDP, Na- 
I naimo-Thc Islands) warned the 
House that British Columbia is 
falling behind more every year 
on the job of reforestation.

He said during debate that: 
"instead of gaining on the' 
backlog we are getting farther 
behind every year."

Mr. Stupich told the House it 
is estimated some 26,000,000 
acres have been insufficiently 

[planted after being logged and 
that the B.C. Forest Service 
planted only 6,000 acres in 1964.
FALLING DOWN

"The government is falling 
down badly on this job of! 
reforestation. Extremely little is 
being done by the Forest 
Service because we have not 
given them enough money to do 
the job," he said.

He suggested the overall

Legislative Reporter 
F The departmental estimates! 

V-. of Lands, Forests and Water! 
IB Resources Minister WillistonI 

■HeMedrew strong fire from thee 
jwsopposition benches Tuesday! 
r despite the fact that the legisla- 

«4*sflBjturc is now running a week 
Kpongor than normal.

A number of MI.As have 
■already started thinking about 

* Sr; ^returning to their homes and
■ 'planning post-session vacations
■ but there has been no tendency 
Jigin tiie House to rubber-stamp 
ij||estimates to hurry things along.

*• The legislature is now in its 
ggj^ninth week and its third eonsec- 
^Sjutive week of daily night 
■sittings. Members are nowl 
H talking in the corridors of the 
■«possibility of a special sitting! 
1|§ being called Saturday to wind it

of the legislature's 
I select standing committee on 
I forestry $10,000 to $15,000 a yearj 
I "to be a roving commission to 
go anywhere there are problems 
which will come before our 
committee."

He also urged the government 
to show leadership in encourag­
ing salvage firms to fèmove 
logs and driftwood from the 
beaches and debris which is 
floating on the water, posing a 
threat to small boats.

Mr. Williston advised the 
members that the E & N land 
belt on Vancouver Island is 
about the only privately-owned 
forest land in the province and 
that 95 per cent of the woods 
are Crown owned.

"You can’t harvest to 
optimvm until there is a market 
for the material you bring off 
toe land," he said.

ONE HURDLE
After entering the second day1 

of debate, lands and forests 
estimates had cleared the last 
hurdle by the time the House 
rose for dinner, but water 
resources estimates were 'et to

bush

TownsiteReimbursement 
For Shelford Allowed

Premier Bennett Introduced a bill Monday that would j 
give Cyril Shelford (SC, Omonecn) $3,000 reimbursement 
for his expenses attending hearings of the royal commission 
on gasoline prices.

The premier introduced a special hill that would grant 
Mr. Shelford the money out of consolidated revenue.

Mr. Shelford, who hammered at the government to set 
up the commission, said he was at one point forced to borrow 
$2,000 to see his campaign for a proper investigation of 
gasoline prices result In the report of Judge Charles Morrow.

Mr. Shelford travelled through most of British Columbia, 
attending hearings of the commission wherever they were 
held.

"I was the most surprised person in the world, 
outside the legislature Tuesday.

“I expected nothing—It'

he said

just part of an MLA's job.” 
The bill followed requests Monday by MLAs from both 

sides of the legislature for some reimbursement for Mr.
Shelford.

Western Mines Limited should 
be allowed totouild a townsite in­
side Stratocona Park, a special 
legislative committee recom­
mended in a report tabled in the 
House Tuesday.

Leader R o b e j tj

• ;

_____



Strâchan tried unsuccessfully toi 
block acceptance of the report in| 
the House. His bid, supported by | 
only the New Democrats, was I 
easily outvoted by the govern-1 
ment and Liberal benches. /

The NDP leader later 
plained outside the House he con-1 
sidered the report nothing morel 
than a public relations job on be-f 
half of the government's parks | 

[policy.
The report recommended :

• The townsite should be as mg 
I close as possible to the com­
pany's mine on Myra Creek at || 
the southwestern end of Buttle |§ 
Lake.
• The minister of recreation I

I and conservation should main-g 
lain "rigid control" on construe-f 
tion and maintenance of the g 
townsite.

+ Conditions for construction!

I Inside the park should include! 
provision for removal of thep 
townsite and mine buildings I 
"upon termination of the oper-i'

1 a tion of the mine.”

• "It must be the response!

Ibility of Western Mines Ltd. tog 
prevent any pollution of waters! 
of Buttle Lake as a consequence! 
of any operation connected with ji 
the mine or townsite."
The report also recommended | 
that the provincial pollution con-| 
trol board exercise "most string-1 
ent pollution control require-f 
ments with a continuing survey! 
and inspection of Buttle Lake! 
waters.”

The special committee ad­
vised the legislature that its 
findings should not be in­
terpreted as a precedent for fu­
ture government policy in the 
“multi-use concept of park 
! lands.”
Committee chairman William| 
Speare (SC, Cariboo) concluded j 
the report, however, with theg 
suggestions that the govern-1 
ment try to acquire existing pri-f 
vate holdings within Class A g 
parks, and that Forbidden Pla-| 
teau be acquired and added to! 
Strathcona Park.

Public Access
iVo Clear-Cul Underslanding PpobleilV

|

B.C. and Ottawa
No serious problem refatingiS® 

to public access to privately 1/ : 
operated roads was turned upM 

• by a special legislative com- ■■■jf 
mittee appointed to review theTjfc 
situation.

The committee reported to » V 
the legislature Tuesday that a 
"spirit of co-operation exists he-ggjSjS , 
tween industry, recreation . j 
groups and government.”

It recommended that "pres- 
ent voluntary access programs 

| he encouraged to continue and 
-I that; a further review by a legis- 

lative committee take place in 
P two years’ time, with speci- 

tied reference to access prob- 
i le ms in the BvC. Interior." j

British Columbia's fishing industry is in a mess* m .T“0m 
special legislative committee implied in a îepoit riled with the public, the legislature
-------------- HI , | in the legislature Tuesday. , . was advised Tuesday by a com-j-’

f- mittee on the Dental Technici-'
|The committee headed by ans Act.

William S;K*are tSC. Cariboo11 |
noted that jurisdictional andvillli

Water

regulation matters in the indus- 
try were "confused by lack of 
clear-cut understanding between 
federal and provincial authori-;

If recommended that the pro- ; 
vincial government should hold 
negotiations with the federal 
government to "clarify the re­
sponsibilities' relating to: j

ofl&Sj• Limiting the number 
commercial licences issued ;
• Control of quasi-sport com *

Qmercial fishing activities:
• Unregulated exploitation of !

R.C. coast, fisheries hv non-resi- J 
dent sport fishermen:

• The licensing of tidal s|x»ri ',*•
| fishing.

In the event that negotiations 
led to establishment of provin- : y -| 

SWcial jurisdiction over the indus- ’SSL "a *■» 
Qgp try. a minister of commercial jj

I fisheries should l>e appointed 
and money should lie provided $1 

J for establishment of a provincial " 
[3 fish culture branch, the report ^

J It called for an evaluation fl 
-, study of the sport fishing 

dustry to determine its f-eiative I 
, ! importance to the provincial g 
i economy.

■ PRIME CONCERN
„ "Your committee further re-8

(commends that pollution control I 
should become a prime matter I 
of concern to the provincial! 
fisheries department and that|

I it should develop close contact [] 
ewith the pollution control board!

to protect provincial fish-1 
| Cries,” the report said.

It also suggested to the legis-I 
lature that “studies and develop-[j 
ment of the shellfish and oyster | 
industry be continued and en-1 
couraged.’

Dental mechanics should be},
| i licensed to work directly with i 
$ .the public in taking impressions •
' and making and fitting wholenW 

and partial dentures, stated the }-|| 
committee’s report which was I 
filed in the House.
TWO AMENDMENTS

It recommended two amend- f / 
ments to the Dentistry Act tor ' 
permit co-operation between *>n 
professional and non-prof es- P- 
sional groups.

The present working arrange-
5 menl: between dentists, dental | 
r mechanics and dental techni-j 

eians and the public is "unsat­
isfactory and prevents the pub-( 

|lie from enjoying to the fullest} 
the benefits of tliese essential} 

y services,” the report concluded. 6
ON REQUISITION 

The committee, headed by 
James Chabot (SC, Columbia), 
proposed that dental laboratory 
technicians be licenced to work 
only an requisitions from dentits.

It recommended. that in the 
case of "immediate full or im­
mediate partial dentures" 
dental mechanic be limited to 
taking the impression and mak-j 

, lng the denture.
ES In this situation, the fitting 
, and subsequent care of the oral 
■^i cavity would have to be carried 

j oui by a dentist or a physician.
No answer to the shortage of 

“'^farm labor was found thi- year 
by the legislature’s select stand-p 
ing committee on agriculture.

The report was tabled in the 
legislature Tuesday by chairman 
Willis Jefcoat (SC, Salmon 
Arm).

r j CONTINUING PROBLEM
It stated simply that "as long 

as farm wages cannot meet the..; 
competition of other industries, >' 
a continuing problem of unde-J 
fined magnitude will undoubted-1 
ly exist.”

The question of the availability | 
of farm labor in B.C. is "far■} 
too complex to bring in a de-j 
tailed report at this time,” Mr. | 
Jefcoat’s report stated.
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These Signs Indicate 
Lateness of Session
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mmm.

THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 1966

■
JOHNSON

•■'V- ;

By BARRY

To the astute observer, tiny signs indicate 
the lateness of both the session and the hour 

I as the government pushes to grind its esti- 
j mates through before the end of the fiscal
] As the tuckered members of the opposi- 

■ tion harried Provincial Secretary Wesley 
i Black, supply votes moved faster and faster 

and members grew restive.
At one point late Wednesday night, the 

I cabinet forces were down to three menv 
, hers: W'esley Black, who pretty much had 

to be there; Attorney-General Bonner, like- 
, wise being house leader in the premier’s

absence ; and Agriculture Minister Frank 
Richter, who was loyally there but not in it.

There was a scattering of Socred back­
benchers. They were busily engaged in 
watching an impressive display of arm 
wrestling between Cyril Shelford (Omineca) 
and Don Robinson (Lillooetl.

Mr. Shelford, after a stiff fight, took the 
right arm; Mr. Robinson rallied on the left.

Called out of the house by the challenge 
of a press gallery member (things weren't 
what they could have been in the gallery 
either) Mr. Robinson handily shamed the 
much younger (Vancouver Sun) man.

B.C. ‘Courting Trouble’ 
From Ferry Workers

Opposition members warned I workers filed a petition of 
the legislature Wednesday night protest on March 23 with Dr. 
the B.C. Ferries labor problem Hugh Morrison, chairman of the 

l may deteriorate unless the | commission.
| government appoints a board of | Dr. Morrison at that time 

reference soon to hear the i w'ould say only, “no comment," 
| workers’ grievances. ! when asked about when a board

Provincial Secretary Wesley 
Black replied that the cabinet 
will consider the appointment 
when he places the request 
before them — but he gave no 
indication of when this might 
be.

Ferry workers dissatisfied 
with a Civil Service Commission 

! finding that no change should be 
made this year in their shift of 

112 days on and three days off 
during the four-month summer 
season, filed an appeal against 
the ruling last Feb. 21.

I When no action was taken on 
their request for appointment of 
la board of reference, the

would be appointed 
The issue was brought up in 

the House Wednesday night by 
Alex Macdonald (NDP, Van­
couver East) who said there 
was “great unrest" among the 
ferry employees.
NO MINIMIZING 

“Can the minister assure me 
a board of reference will be 
appointed immediately?” h e 
asked, during debate on esti­
mates for the minister’s office.

Mr. Black replied : “I realize 
problems are taking place in the 
ferry service of a serious nature 
and I don’t want to minimize

William Thomas McLaughlin, 
who will become personnel 
officer for B.C. Ferries on April £ 
1.

Mr. Macdonald warned : “You| 
are courting trouble when you | 
deny the limited appeal these I 
people have ... If labor rela-l 
tions deteriorate further the | 
sole responsibility will be on the | 
government’s shoulder.’’





~*CAS~H FOR DOWN PAYMENT

Loans for Home Purchase 
Part of Bennett Platform

MMilnfiblivjr .1 i By JOHN MIKA
-..JWU__He has ordered a depart-

I
 mental study to evolve a 
program which would enable

Times Legislative Reporter Opposition Leader Robert] 
Strachan said the amendment] 

0 Mondav revealed he plans to top -undoubtedly brings surcease tolPremier Bennett Monday1hn govern------ 1- ...u. ------------ 1

>Interest, low-instalment loans 
persons nc°ding cash for a loan 
‘down payment’ on a home.

The revelation came within | v

1 minutes of another debate in 
which the premier dropped 
another big hint of an impend­
ing election.
It came as he wound up a 
lengthy boast of his administra­
tion’s financial assistance to 
people and municipalities, in­
cluding the SI per capita 
increase in municipal grants 

that was under discussion.
“Is this a campaign speech?”

I queried Liberal Leader Ray 
Perrault.

“Yes,” grinned Mr. Bennett 
|and promptly sat down.
The premier gave the first 
inkling of the new idea during a 
debate in the legislature in 
which he also declared that the 
homeowner grant will go as 
high as $300 if he stays in power 
long enough.

SECOND READING
The legislature gave unani-1

Ps second reading — ap-J 
ral in principle — to a bill I 
:h would boost”the home-1 
er grant $10 to $110 this |

V-
The premier recalled that he I

I was the first to introduce thc| 
homeownnv grant anywhere 
the world and it now is gaining | 

acceptance in other provinces j 
and areas.

He said it will keep pace with | 
g rising taxes.

‘‘This amount will go to $150,1

I it will go to $200 and, if we are jj 
government long enough, it will I 
to $300,” Mr. Bennett de-f 

| dared.
Then he dropped his surprise. 
“We’re looking to see if we 
can find a formula that would 
enable a man to enter a rent- 
purchase plan and thereby 

secure the homeowner grant 
immediately.

“That is being studied now. I 
Bl’m making no promise, at this I 
1 time. I’m only reporting to thej 
"use that tills is under study.

“A person who is struggling 
raise his family and who 

■doesn’t have the money to buy 
I his own home - that’s the 
■group we’re giving thought to.

|We want to help people to help 
(themselves.” Ll>

, Later' he told Tt*‘Timei'
Jan interview:

("This shows you, how youngl 
this government is. It always 
has new ideas.

"We expect this to be

rnext'move but t cant make any1 
promise yet when it will be| 
Unto effect.”

lmiglttH. vvmvu -----------------------------the government io advance low- his home-owner grant plan by being the first govern- po l , - ?------- — ~to ment leader anywhere to introduce a home-purchasing {ies m municipali-

i "But ,herp is doubt as to
l!iat he g .ve the first inkling ofFv assessments are going up as
Ihe homeowner grant by mform-PRj>,'|BH |we" as fhe homeowner grant.”

the legislature it was underi6 Also, those people who live in

study and it was implemented 
matter of months, “cer- 

|tainly within the year.’
Mr. Bennett said his plan is tol 

help persons who wish to buy a 
home but have to rent because 
they have difficulty raising the| 
initial $500 or $1,000 down 
payment in cash.

“Take an ordinary family that 
| has to rent now,” he said, 

“Suppose they’re paying $40 a 
I month —- it would have to be 
■ something like that because 
j we’re talking about people with 
I modest incomes.
I LOW INCOMES

"That’s $480 a year but ifj

I
 they were able to buy that 
house they would immediately 
get $110 a year in homeowner 
grant which would help with the 
payments, see the point?

“People who have the money 
§now have the choice whether 
I they.rent or buy but I’m talking! 
■ about those who don’t have the 
I choice because they don’t have 
I the down payment.1

The premier said his plan is 
to advance a down payment to 
such a man — “which may be 

’through the government 
I could be a guarantee for 
private lending agency but it 
would have to be low-interest

He said the down payment

(
level might go up “to $500 or 
$1,000, we don’t know yet.

“And then he could pay, say, 
$75 a month until the down 
payment was paid off and then 
go down to $40 a month again 
(on the regular mortgage).

- After all, he could go higher for 
.a while because he would be 
j buying something but the 
amount would have to be kept 
within his earning power to 
make it possible for him to take 

this up.”
“And he would qualify imme-

I
diately for the homeowner grant 
to help him.”

RENT PURCHASE 
Mr. Bennett said his plan 
would enable homeowners to 
apply rental money towards the 
purchase of a home and he 
called it a “rental-purchase” 
scheme. The name was sug­
gested by the British “hire- 

purchase” expression tor instal­
ment buying of consumer goods. 
Although the opposition voted

I
 for the homeowner increase, it 
criticized the methods of apply- 
i being too restrictive.

* v.

rural areas are at a disadvan­
tage to city dwellers because of 
the imbalance of grant increase 
to assessment increase, Mr. 
Strachan said.

He pointed to Ladysmith area 
as an example of the way 
residential owners have been] 
saddled with sharply rising | 
assessments because there has 
been no pulp mill development 
or sawmill expansion to widen 
tlte tax base in that school 
district.

Residents of Yellow Point 
have experienced as much as a 
900 per cent increase in assess­
ments, he said.
ASSESSMENTS

“This $10 will help, but it 
certainly won’t allow them to 
pay their taxes under increased 
assessments.” the leader said.

Some homeowners are being 
forced into liquidating timbered 
sections of land. “It is a bad 
policy to tax people on income 
before they receive that income. 
They are being taxed because 
they have some trees on their

“It means they have to log off 
their land. It will mean only the 
very wealthy edn afford to live 
in a rural setting,” Mr. 
Strachan said.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East) said the fact that 
homeowner grants are not ex­
tended toward apartment dwell­
ers who rent is a “lasting 
discrimination.”

He noted that under strata 
titles legislation an apartment 
owner may receive the grant,1 
but these persons are likely to 
be only the very wealthy by 
Vancouver standards where 
apartment sales are in the 
$40,000-$50,000 range.

“If the homeowner grant is a 
dividend from our natural re­
sources, then it is a discrimina­
tion to deny renters . . . who 
make a distinct contribution to 
our economy,” said Liberal 
Leader Ray Perrault.

Randolph Harding (NDP— 
Kaslo-Slocan) said the best long­
term relief for increased taxa­
tion at the local level would be 
for the municipal affairs de- 
partment to “change the stupid 

! policies you’ve laid down,” 
addressing Municipal Affairs 
Minister Dan Campbell.

He urged the minister to call 
a municipal-provincial confer-
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NKRUMAH MEN r 
j VISIT LONDON
fi LONDON (AP) — Eight jj 
H members of the entourage of I __ _
P ousted President Kuame Nkrn 

■ niah of (ihanu flew here unev- 
J |M*etedly today from Moscou.
I They were headed liy Kwesi ( ^
Ï Arm:tli. former <5liana trade .i 
Ü minister.

all

Socred Rebels 
On Grant Plan

Municipalities Need More,
Insists MLA From Skeena
Only one member of the legislature Monday voted 

I against the government’s $4 increase in per capita 
[grants to municipalities—Social Creditor Dudley Little 
of Skeena.

'Declaring War' on Districts
i “You’re declaring xvar on the! He challenged the minister of 
municipalities.” Mr. Macfarlane j finance to put in the bill for per 

; said. i capita distribution the money
ja Mr. Campbell said the gov-[that could be raised under the 
■ ernment didn’t want "half-j old formula of grants to muni-

IL hearted support — calling the jcipalities, which would be $35.9 
bill picayune and penny ante — [million compared with $2.1.95 
vote against it." he challenged, million total per capita aid 

"Haof a loaf is better than no under the proposed amendment. ■ 
I grant," said Randolph Harding Mr. Bennett noted the same 1 
| (NDP — Kaslo-Slocant. He also problem of municipal financing | 
| urged a conference with the [came up under the old Pattullol 
I municipalities to work out ! government and coalition gov- 8 
| something better. emments. But this aid would |

Opposition Leader Robert "not be the last increase g 
Strachan said the problem municipalities would get from 

I facing municipalities is "much |this government. Each year 
| greater than this bill." I they can expect more." ho said.

HHÉMBMHïiSSSI

CO-INSURANCE

I He said later it was because 
per capita grants are not high 
enough in what he called the 
critical growth period of muni­
cipalities — the population 
range from 6,000-12.500 persons. 

He did not speak to the bill in

Inecond reading but said he 
would do so when it comes up 
for final reading.

i.500 persons : $20 for those i 
between .1,500 and 8,000; $16 for; 
those between 8,000 and 50,000, 
and $14.50 for those communi­
ties of 50,000 or more persons. , 

Mr. Little said the 8.00-12,500 
range is the most critical time 
for financing in any community 
because it is when things like 
street and sewer improvements

Coalition Ghost 

Tied to Socreds

The bill is to increase per, take place. ra
capita grants by $4 according toi Such communities should getH 
a schedule that would see $24;$20 per capita instead of $16, her 
given to municipalities of up to said.

j Grants Slanted, Says Bennett
\ I apartments such as Vancouver j| 

I get more benefit than other! !

The premium system ut 
medicare will destroy the Social 
Credit government, an opposi­
tion member of the legislature 
predicted Monday to hoots of; 
laughter from* government 
benches.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver Hast i was speaking on 
second reading of a bill to

The $4 increase last year cost 
the treasury $5,350,000, Premier ,
Bennett said and this proposal 
will cost $5.5 mdlion for a total 
$10.85 million in the one year.

The premier said ne had 
heard criticism that the 
creased grants are not fair to 
the large cities. "I would like to
say they are slanted more ...... ,. ..
toward the larger centres than [The grants "don’t break 
smaller ones,” he said. [skin of the problem."

This was because there are Patrick McGcer (Lib. - Point 
more people i>er block and i>cr ,Grcy) said he would support the 
mile than in the “extended I bill because "when a person is ig 
municipalities.” he felt and gasping for breath you don’t 
therefore cities with high-rise|deny him air."

Reshuffle of Financing Urged
But “voting for $4 here and $4 ----- 1 1«-c ai

I parts of B.C. gi
1 Arthur Turner (NDP — Van- i couver East) called the increase|| 
I a small api>easement to the I 
• problem of local financing.

A complete revamp of the[
/ municipal-provincial financial i 
? relationship is needed, he said, fl;

*---- *' they

plan for Canada." he said. It j 
could mean a national medicare 
plan for the Canadian centenary 
next year, he felt.
NATIONAL PIAN 

But this bill probably would 
defer a national plan a full year 
— “An act to delay and 
frustrate a national medicare 
plan for Canada" — Mr. $1 

expand coverage to persons of j Macdonald said. 
limited income by paying for 90 wa$ |mtorhlnat, ,hal B c 8
per cent of medical expenses of uh|ch ^ M |hp na|jon in|
those who pay no income tax social schemes, would bel
and 50 per cent of costs tor ils feet this time.
those earning up to $1.000. | David BaITett (NDp. „Dnvd.|

Why shou >o lhi Jney) said the bill meant people 
people into classes on a thing| medicare most are!
like medicare?" Mr. Macdonald I not g(,mng |t ^ were|

, ru.(on, employable welfare cases not® 
“Unless the prenuu JV. (entitled to a free medical card 

iiocs it will pull this gov amj persons of such limited
down at the pol s. rom a|Kjj income that they could not
destroyed 
they’ll 
ment.

Boss Johnson [afford to pay the premiums to
cover them — like pensioners

there is a pathetic way to 
Approach the future,” he said, 
suggesting a completely new 
Approach to municipal-provin-1 
cial financing.

Liveral leader Ray Perrault 
Said it is up to the provincial 
government to negotiate a new 
with the federal government 
over the possibility of getting 
local taxes claimed as an 
Income tax deduction.

He also said that only B.C. 
and Prince Edward Island had 
failed to initiate royal commis­
sion studies of local-provincial 
financing.

Charles MacSorley (SC — 
Burnaby) said studies in other 
provinces had been “a farce” 
and would do no better here.

Government MLAs

j municipal leaders all across the 
(province, said Alan Macfarlane 
(Lib. — Oak Bay). They had 
turned clown a bid for local 

, representatives to meet with the 
legislative committee on muni­
cipal matters, he said.

“Fixed per capita grants will 
never be a solution to increased 

I costs at the local level,” he 
said, suggesting it was time the 
province paid full taxes for its 

I municipal properties.
Municipal Affairs Minister, 

I Dan Campbell said Mr. Mac- 
(farlane suggested that a better 
Ideal was to be found elsewhere 
in Canada.

There is still no formula any 
better than that of B.C., the 
minister said, challenging the 

(Union of B.C. Municipalities to 
bring bcfçre the government 
'any formula that i^etter

wipe out this govern- 
tent." he said.The member referred to the already on a subsistence level.

1 Second reading passed the§ 
House by an unopposed voice ?. 
vote but Premier Bennett called1 
for a division to make the ; 
record indisputable. The stand- j 
ing vote was unanimous.

system of hospital insurance 
brought in by the coalition 
government prior to 1952, which 
required annual premiums to be 
paid by adult persons. Byron 
Johnson was premier to Aug. 1, 
1952.
SALES TAX

When the Social Credit gov­
ernment was elected compul- 

replaccd

|

’

SUBSIDIES
Welfare Minister Wesley | 

Black reported to the House 
that a total of 64,362 persons area 
subsidized on the existing

m

Isory premiums were repiacm ........... .. .....
by a sales tax levy as exists scheme that pays for 50 
oday. cent of medical expenses

I There should be one law for (hose not paying income tax and 
all the iieoplc, Mr. Macdonald 125 per cent of expenses for 
said. The system of medicare those earning up to $1,000. 
adopted by B.C. "flies in the There are 95.944 subscribers 
face of the Hall Report,” he to the plan or 198,244 persons 

to the royal,actually covered. Of these 51,716 
| subscribers or 53.9 per cent get 
i half their expenses paid, and

said, referring
commission on health services.

“I only wish we could drag 
this government, kicking and 
screaming though they may be, 
into national medicare,” Mr. 
Macdonald said.

"The Hall Report is

12,646 or 18 per cent get a 
quarter of their expenses paid.

Mr. Black said 58.171 or 29.341 
per cent are over 65 years offi 
age^
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Promise of Pay Hike 
Given Ferry Workers

.

Premier Bennett Monday said! 
paying off the $37 million debt 
of the B.C. Ferry Authority will ! 
enable the service to give a 
general pay increase to all ferry 
workers this year.

He made the statement in the j 
legislature during a debate on a! 
government bill to plough part 

k of the surplus into paying off 
the authority’s debt.

Outside the legislature, he 
g said that the amount and timing 

of the raises will be announced 
later but “everyone will get an 
increase."

The coming raise for ferry j 
authority employees was not' 

—J included in the $4.3 million j 
m l estimate for increasing govem- 
‘3$;' ment employees’ pay, he said.

The civil service increases —
• on a sliding scale but averaging 
te slightly over 5 per cent ~ 
r become effective April 1 and the 

indications pointed to a similar 
effective date for the ferry 

5 workers.
| The premier told the legisla- 

Iflture that the B.C. ferry fleet 
has long waiting lists of appli

cants for work because it si 
conditions are the “best any-)

“Nowhere else in the world do! 
sailors ... go home every night 
to sleep. Every person (in the! 
B.C. fleet) sleeps in his own 
bed -- at least I hope so."

The aside prompted a burst of j 
laughter. r 
UNSATISFACTORY

Earlier opposition members' 
from both the NDP and Liberal I 
parties said the ferry workers j 
should have bargaining rights 
because present management- 
labor relations were unsatisfdc-l 
tory.

“You would think we were 
living in the days of Rome, the j 
way they treat these galley | 
slaves,” Gordon Dowding (NDP 
— Burnaby) criticized the ferry 
management.

Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan said the government 
“deliberately destroyed” the 
ferry workers’ rights to bargain 
collectively and the authority 
“needs complete re-examination 
of its employee relations” more

than it needs $37 million sub- n 
sidy.

“The employees can talk to!/ ' 
the general manager of the ^5 
ferry fleet at any time."™ 
countered Premier Bennett. !~
“The doors are always open." rffl

“But he’s never in his office," !'C 
shouted Mr. Dowding.

Mr. Strachan said the subsidy ■ 
should result in lower fares forl9i . g 
ferry patrons.

“If you can give this kind of » 
gift from the taxpayers to the if - 
authority and still not reduce § 
fares, then something is really | 
wrong,” he added. t;. .

The premier’s response was; 
that costs are rising and the E| 
largest of these was 
which would be increased i 
NOT ONE NICKEL

Leo Nimsick (NDP — Gran-" 
brook) said the ferries should 
be regarded as much a part of 
the highway system as bridges 
so “not a nickel" should be 
charged people using them. 
However, he said fees for| 
vehicles were legitimate.

wages M 
I soon. j||
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Lake Dump of Tailings from Minef

Than on Shore'
Dumping mine tailings into 

| the bottom of Buttle Lake would 1

II be less dangerous to fish than!
stockpiling them on land near-6 

■s by. a special legislative com-g 
S| niittee was told Monday.

• In a surprise development, i 
K comn-iittee also learned that the I 
ra water resources department and I 

gnot the parks branch would I 
Shave the final say on whether I 
I tailings could be dumped into| 
J the lake by Western Mines.

The committee wound up its I 
I hearings on western Mines’ [ 
I proposal to build a townsite in-| 
1 s‘de Strathcona Park near its f 
■ mine. It will hold a night sit-1 
I ling to consider its recom-| 
j hiendation to the legislature.

I. L. Withler, fisheries biolo-l 
I Risl with the provincial fish and I 
■ game branch, said that dump-g 
I mg 300 tons daily of fine tail-1 
■ mgs into the 180-foot deep lake! 
■ was not expected to harm fish I 
■ biit a study should be made of I 
■ the movement of the lake’s! 
I water.
m£u il stays below 100 feet, u«
I effects certainly would be ver 

“ ” he said.

He pointed out that stockpiling 
11he tailings on land could re- 
I suit in run-off carrying the fine 
h silt into the upper layers of the 
I lake's water and create a 
£ greater hazard to fish, as it has 
j in other mining operations.

“I don’t know which system 
I would be ideal but I think the 
I lake system is the more satis- 
jfactory," he said.

Howard Paish, manager of 
I the B.C. Wildlife Association, 
I made the same point more 
] strongly. He said it was a 
j choice of the lesser of two evils 
I but the choice was clearly in 
g favor of lake dumping, j INTERNAL LINKS

“There’s no use being emo- 
| tional about this," he said.

“We would favor these fine 
I tailings going K into the lake 
Bunder controlled conditions j rather than take the risk of un- 
8 controlled breakaway (of land 
I stockpiling) that has been ex- 
j perienced in the past whioh'can 
| cause really serious problems," 
I he said.

Mr. Paish said he was par- 
| ticularly disturbed about tlie 
1 lack of internal government!

liaison in processing applica-P 
tions like Western Mines’ re-f 
quest for developing a mine ing 
Strathcona Park. F 

He was referring to deputy 1 
water resources minister A. F.g 
Paget’s testimony that under | 
the law his department would | 
decide whether Western Mines 1 
would be permitted to dump! 
tailings into the lake, rather 1 
than the parks branch as every-1 
one had assumed.

He said one positive benefit | 
of the committee hearings was! 
that he had learned through : 
newspaper reports that lakef 
dumping was being proposed.

Asked by committee chairman j 
William Speare (SC—Cariboo) j 
if ft was possible that he might | 
never have been officially noti-1 
fied of the situation but for the g 
hearings, Mr. Paget replied :

“We would have found out! 
about it sooner or later—and we I 
would have been writing somej 
nasty letters."
DUMP TAILINGS 

He said whether a lake was I 
in a park or not, his department I 
was the licencing authority fori 
dumping of tailings, specific- f 
ally, and such licences have j 
been refused on occasion in the | 

;t.
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PENSION INTEGRATION 
TO INCLUDE TEACHERS

Bills to ‘integrate" civil service, teachers’ and civic 
workers' pensions with the Canada Pension Plan were intro­
duced in the legislature Monday.

The provincial government administers all three super­
annuation plans.

The Civil Service Superannuation Act amendment, accord­
ing to an explanatory note in the bill, “would integrate con­
tributions to the fund with contributions required under the 
CCP so that the total employee contributions would remain 
at approximately their present percentage level."

A bill to amend the Milk Industry Act also was introduced 
which Agriculture Minister Frank Richter said would permit 
his department to approve of pasteurization of milk by infra­
red rays,

r v.Y:
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CRACK APPEARS IN SOCRED WALL DURING HEATED RIDING DEBATE

Bennett Gives MLAs 
Time to Cool Off

| By JOHN MIKA and Alt KENT j
Both Social Credit and NDP 

I caucuses were licking their p 
|wounds today during a break ini 

marathon battle that de- 
I veloped Tuesday ovei the gov-| 
8 eminent's redistribution bill.

I But for a while Thursday night ,
| it appeared that at least three ^ 
land possibly five would take the!
|step — more than oflsetting the|
| Socred glee at Mr. Caldvr 
w breaking step with his NDPLf i 
p caucus.

Several MLAs later said tlie E
Each party saw one of 'Is j j£Sj£| turning point came during a f 

,j members rebel - Frank Calderk’B^^^I severe attack on the bill b> j 
j iNDP — Atlini announcing bel Alan Macfarlane iL OakL
j would vote for the bill andfe JuRayi. He said the Angus royal E 
8 James Chalx>t <SC Col urn- [ commission report was altered I
Wbia) declaring he would vote. bv the premier in an effort to|
I against it. . ’ ' ; . ; stem even larger revolt of I

But there had been signs that !* HHhhS northern Soereds which would, ; 
■ more government ML\s would ['•e»35. j have resulted in defeat of thef 
|follow Mr. Chabot in his rebel-ijgovernment on the floor of there

G house.
He lashed at the main targetjij 

I of opposition attacks - the p 
| government bill's retention of I 
| the existing seven northern |

The government request for ||
| second reading of the bill 

approval in principle touched I 
| off five hours of debate that I 
1 spilled over into the evening I 
g sitting. Thirteen speakers|
I attacked the bill and ninel 
I defended it before a surprise | 
|halt called by the government.

It was generally expected the I 
I government would allow debate I 
I to go until a vote was held bull 
| at 10:35 p.m., after prompting I 
jby the premier, Highways Mini-f 
lster Gaglardi adjourned it as| 
I opposition attacks became morel 
I ferocious and Mr. Chabot — the! 
1 only backbencher to get the! 
I floor for a speech revealed F 
à the first crack in the Socred |

The unexpected development! 
|gave rise to speculation the! 
I government wanted a cooling! 
I off period to prevent Mr. I 
IChabots rebellion spreading too§

_J other Socred back-1
■ benchers had joined Mr. Chabot8 
I earlier in applauding opposition!
■ charges of discrimination I 
| against the Kootcnays where | 
1 several seats would be wiped | 
I out. Their turns to speak were I

expected to produce more anti-| 
| government votes.

The four were John Tisdallel 
I (SC — Saanich), Arvid LundellI 
j (SC —- Revelstoke), Donald 1 
I Robinson (SC — Lillooet) and!
■ Ernie LeCours (SC — Delta).!
■ Both Mr. Lundell and Mr. | 
I Robinson represent seats that!
■ would be wiped out by the bill I
■ anu both have given strong § 
j indication they would oppose it.B

Mi'. Chabot, whose riding!
■ would be merged with two! 
I others but would retain its! 
I name, was known to be waver-1 
ling before the debate but htsg
■ straightforward opposition when I
■ he spoke foreshadowed the I 
I largest rebellion the premier! 
I would have suffered in his 14| 
I years at the helm.

. Socred MLAs have voted I
■ against the government only! 

* four times and never!
k time 1

I ridings despite the Angus com-l 
|mission’s recommendations they g 
g be cut to five.

The premier "did some quick | 
!-'mal hematics” and realized that | 
1. six of the seven northern MLAs | 
|would vote against the Angus | 
| plan, Mr. Macfarlane said.

(This number includes Mr. I 
iCalder but not Speaker William I 
jij Murray (SC - - Prince Rupert) | 
I who has no vote in the house).

Likely Three
"There are at least two men | 

p sitting on the government side I 
I who are going to vote against I 
1 the bill as it is, and I think it E 
I likely there will be three,” he| 
p said, speaking before Mr. g 
I Chabot.

"So the vote would have been| 
126 against the government and! 
125 for and the government I 
I would have fallen,” he said,[ 
I allowing for only two interior I 
y dissidents instead of the prob-1 
g able three.

"Every one of the cabinet I
■ ministers knows that is true,” I
■ he shouted over heckling that | 
I came predominantly from gov-| 
gemment front benchers.

"That’s why we have this bill! 
I before us in this form. It was to! 
I stem this rebellion. It was g 
1 ]K)liti-cal expediency. It was to E 
B save the premier’s political!

"Don’t get up on the floor of 11 
I this house and make vacuous|| 
I excuses about why this bill was|
■ brought in. We know why.

\ Disgrace
"This bill is a disgrace. It’s a | 

I disgrace to the province and it’s 
I a disgrace to this legislature.” 

Mr. Macfarlaine also charged |
■ that even after altering the!
■ Angus commission’s report to|
■ satisfy the northern Soereds, the I
■ government was trying to stifle I 
| another revolt from the interior |

. ...pH
| Soereds.

He pointed out that the 
■ number of cabinet speakers 
B entered in the debate (all seven 
1 Soereds who had spoken at that 
9point were ministers) showed f? 
g the government was trying to 
$ squeeze out its own back- 
|benchers "a tip-off of trouble
[in-the government ranks.”

Mr. Macfarlane also scored 
| the bill on the opposition’s 
I secondary complaint - the 
B decision to create dual-member 
” ridings in Vancouver and Vic­
toria cities.

He said this was a govern- 
Jment plot to win seats for

I "weak candidates riding in on 
cabinet ministers’ coattails.”

Send It Back
The Oak Bay MLA wound up j 

|saying if the government was | 
Nnot happy with the Angus | 
g report, it should send it back to| 
[the commission with expanded | 
Storms of referenee for a further| 
■report and thus retain the! 
■principle of non-political re-| 
|distribution.

Election talk also entered the I 
[debate.

Trade and Commerce Mini-1 
|sler Ralph Loffmark threatened | 
11 he opposition : "If you vote | 
| against this, we’re prepared to I 
intake this thing to the people of | 
|the province.”

"I don’t blame them for being | 
Ipfraid to face an election but | 
[don't try to blame all your| 
apolitical misfortunes on redistri-1 
I but ion.” added Mr. Peterson.

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault I 
isaid the government should ask 1 
gibe commission to recommend | 
B boundary changes giving more | 
«seats to the Kootenay s by 1 
lenlarging the house beyond the | 
154 proposed in the bill.

"Do this before you go to the j 
|country,” he urged.

Ready For Vote
"I know the government’s! 

|advertising agency is getting its 1 
Bads up and organizers are | 
I running around the country | 
a getting ready for an election.” 1
■ The premier, towards the end I
■ of five hours, began shouting I 
["fillibustor” at the opposition g 
land Randolph Harding (NDP — 1 
i KasloSlocan) indie» ted even 1 
Ififler second reading was com-1 
! pleted he would fight the bill on |
■ its clause-by-clause stage ini 
I third reading.

Mr. Bonner said he was| 
1 occepting the commission’!
■ recommendations to cut the I
■ Kootenays* ridings from seven I
■to four "against my better I 
[judgment. I

"I would rather see these I 
[historic ridings retained ... but |



syou can't change them without 
I changing every brick in the 

J| chimney." 
pi He said the north was dif- 
. forent because boundary lines 
I permitted some change and
| conscience dictated that it^§ 

would be unfair to create 
riding "literally 10 times the| 
size of the Netherlands" 
recommended by t he I 
commission.

Mr. Bonner maintained, over SB 
opposition catcalls, that unless : 
the norl'hern ladings were left || 

|H unchanged. they would.he under- fafa 
J represented by 1975 when popu- 1 

lation projections showed the -M 
javerage of the seven ridings 

' 1 would rise from 17,560 now to 
-54.142.

If the seven were cut to five,
|their average population in 1975 
■ would be 47,800 against the 
j projected average of 46,400 for 
gj all 52 ridings, which would 
J "create an under-representation 
| of 1,000 to 2,000 for the northern 
|ridings.’

Pat McGeer fL — Vancouver- 
|Point Grey) said the bill added 

new word to the political

Ilexican — "Bennett-
mandering."
"How many in this house 
think that we would have had 
this bill ... if six of the seven 
northern seats were held by the 
opposition and the Kootenay s^§ 
were held by the government

He pointed out that 11 of the | 
i l 14 NDP members, four of thejvfa . 
! J five Liberals and only 20 of the . , 
lid .13 Socreds made représenta- «§1S 
Il tions to the Angus commission.

"You made your submissions

Î1 :on this matter behind closed 
doors down the hall," lie 
accused the Socreds. 

fa "The insinuation is uncalled 
IIfor." stormed Waldo Skillings 
iS (SC — Victoria i. That state- 
11 ment Is not true and I demand 
|it be withdrawn."

Mr. Murray told Mr. Perrault

\Self-Interest
"The bill reflects only the 

blatant self-interest of those 
who hold political power. Giving 
the north more seats serves 
only your interests, not the 
people's interests," he shouted 
at the Socreds.

"The political power in this 
I province is behind the double
■ oak doors (of the cabinet
■ chamber) and the 110,000
■ phantom Socred voters," he
■ charged. '

Liberal leader Ray Perrault 
said the least the government 
could do now is to ask the 
Angus commission to bring in 
further recommendations to in­
crease the number of ridnigs in 
other parts of the province.

His comment drew opposition 
applause and approval from 
some Socrcd members too.

Mr. Perrault said that the 
government should introduce 
legislation rnimedteibefly to pro­
vide for statutory redistribution 
every 10 years as in Manitoba 
or even every seven or eight

Contemptible ■
He ran into trouble with I

I Speaker William Murray twice | 
as he accused the government | 
of rigging the distribution bill | 
behind closed doors.
(He was referring to weight-

Iing of voter-MLA registration 
that would be created in favor 
of non-urban areas by the bill.) 
Mr. McGeer blasted Mr.

I Bonner's population projections 
for northern ridings as spurious 
"He wouldn’t dare present

I them to' the scrutiny of the 
commission — it’s contempt-

V':

|t0 accept the denial by Mr.'M 
jg Skillings when the two began |
H arguing. H
fa! Mr. Perrault then called the 

government bill "this dishonor­
able action" but withdrew it 
j when Mr. Murray sternly told 

him it was an unparliamentary 
U reference to legislation.
, Mr. Perrault sard. "It may 
U be necessary to increase the|g|p^fa 
fa number of seaf.s in rhe legisla- j$H 
H hire ... to martitain electoral [i 
| balance." he said, contending It Si 

P" that if the northern ndings weir ,-fl 
fa to lie retained then there was no 

reason for Victoria or the Kobl- 
i enays to lose seats.

Mr. Perrault- criticized the 
) premier for not consulting the 

leaders of the opiiosition parties 
. about the terms of reference for 

fa the commission or the govern- 
nient bill in an attempt to 

' obtain a non-partisan agree-

Ü "He may have had one 
consultation with the minister of 
finance (also Mr. Bennett) but 
that’s the only person lie 
consulted," Mr. Perrault said.

Education Minister Leslie 
Peterson said "this bill repre­
sents a sincere attempt to give 
equitable representation to all 
parts of the province.”

"The axe has fallen evenly on 
both sides of the house.” he said 
in |>ointing to the bill's élimina-^- - w. 
lion of three seals held by*^1 - -
up|»osi!ion members and three 
held by Socreds.

He said représentai ion-by- 
population works well in a 
compact and densely populated 
country like England but not as 

Jwell in a sparsely settled and 
fa huge area like B.C.

Donald Robinson as hel 
demanded the same treatment! 
for the Kootenay* as would brV: < 
given the northern ridings.

"You should lx* on your feet 
fighting against this bill," he v 
stormed at Provincial Secretary 
Wesley Black and Mines Minis­
ter Donald Brothers who come 
from the interior. "We’re going , 
to.tell the country about you."

He said the cabinet commit- 
1 ted "a major blunder” when it 
restricted the commission to/;

; proposing a legislature of no i 
; more than the present 52 seats -• j 
"and then they broke their own 

i terms of reference.
"If we are to have a common j 

denominator in B.C. i deciding fa 
new ridings on population basis) >/• 
then we have just as much right >:'] 
in the Kootenay country to yM 
dehiand and receive additional j 
representation as any other j 
section of the province," he

"This government has demon- .-/j 
strated it is just as bad orfefa 
[worse than any previous gov-.' 
eminent, and has used thef 
authority of government to try. 
to perpetuate themselves in fa 

j office." Op|H»sition Leader^
• Strachan said.
i
Rise In Wrath

"I hope the people rise up Ini
|fa,7; their wrath.

Accepting the Angus report |1: would have been the govern- jj
ment’s chance to decide thejl 
matter of distribution free of j 
politics, he said. __

- "We agreed to accept the | 
recommendations of the Angus
commission," t li e opposition |
leader said. “This was a golden

Accusation
H Mr. Peterson accuses thejl 
| opposition of hiding behind a | 
iroyal commission by refusing to 
ironie to grips with the problem 
g created by the Angus commis­
si sion’s recommendation of a 
8Northland riding which would 
g involve "an area one-third the 
isize of the province 10 times 
: j the size of this Island - as 
I large as the state of Washington 
g— to be represented by one 
j member."
-, Randolph Harding (NDP — 
Kaslo-Slocan) assailed Mr. 
Peterson’s argument that the 
axe had fallen evenly.

"Is this the measure the 
government takes?” he de­
manded. "That if the axe 
knocks off three government 
seats you knock off three 
opposition seats?”He brought waves of opposi­
tion applause - - joined by 
Socred backbenchers John Tis- 
dalle, Arvid Lundell, James 

labot, Ernie LeCouis «nd

opportunity to try to restore 
honor to the reputation of 
politics, despite the fact that it 
would hurt many people on this 
side of the house.”

The bill, in changing the 
Angus report, upset the balance 

"iit tried to achieve, reduced tliOp 
j effectiveness of the lower main-y| 
land area and “discriminated ™ 

.against the whole interior of 
I B.C." by taking seats from it. 

Arthur Turner (NDP Y;m-

l'couvé? East) called tho bill "a 
violation of democracy” and 
suggested the British system ofB 

] redistribution- appointment o ftr 
an independent. non-political 
[group that is not res|)onsible to 
j parliament but whose recom­
mendations are accepted by the 
government.

|Hangs Well

[Municipal Affairs Minister I 
Dan Campbell said the bill is an g 
exercise in judgment. Taken alii 

together, it "hangs together § 
very well,” he said.

David Barrett (NDP Dowd-! 
neyi said the government is 
fooling no one by altering the 
terms of reference that were 
handed to the royal commission 

a reference to the predicted 
populations o f constituencies 
and the maximum number of 
seats to be distributed.

The member called for an 
amendment to make a com­
pletely new enumeration of 
voters mandatory, in order to 
give every qualified person a
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Create Our 
Own Steels

"Fooling around 
I boundaries is just a 
J of the problem,” he said. People 
I will be confused by the new 
|boundaries and not vote.

"Thousands of people won’t 
I get a chance, to vote apd that’s 
! Social Credit policy and you 
Ican't shut that off,” Mr. Barrett 
3 said.

Lands and Forests Minister 
pH Ray Willis!on argued that ac- BUffi 
p|coptance of the Angus report 
HI would mean disenfranchising a 
IHtremendous number of people.

' He said the terms of refer- 
|||ence were designed as an 
jSobjective solution to the redis* 

tribut ion problem.

after a quick look at the figures, | 
came up with "a better study| 
than he has.” It was "an insult j 
to his intelligence” that the! 
government changed the term si 
of reference and altered his| 
recommendations.

Bgpif it were 
HH accessibility to 

' ridi

Purpose
Gordon Dowd in g (NDP- 

| Burnaby) said it seemed to be 
& forgotten that the purpose of 

; setting up a royal commission 
p was to take the problem out of 
lithe political field, outside of the 
I legislature where it is implied 
g that self-interest is at stake.

Harry McKay (Lib.—Fernic)
| said if anything had come out of 
I the debate, it was a "tacit 
l* admission by government mem- 
gbers that the terms of reference 
Swore wrong.” It was evidence 
Hof one-man government, he

lie also deplored the govern- 
1 ement’s preservation of Atlin 
| riding, which would have been 
I eliminated if the bill followed 
lithe Angus reportait-is held by 
I NDP Frank Calder, the only 
| native t Indian member of the 
| legislature.

The government’s explanation 
| of why the seat was protected 

-because it ensured a voice for 
’ the I n d i a n u a s "mcaly- 
mouthed,” Mr. McKay said. 

"You set up a royal commis- 
lésion to keep your gerrymander­
ing fingers out of it,” he 

I admonished the government.
1 There could be no proper 
■ dealing with the matter politi- 
jcally- "we're all biased,” he 
8 declared.

Recreation and Conservation 
1 Minister Kenneth Kiernan said 
I the opposition members showed 
a their lack of knowledge of the 
g north by their arguments.

It is not so much a matter of j 
| looking at reports, but more] 
B important to go out and look 
1 over the country, he said.

question of I 
the northern I 

I ridings, redistribution is not the I
.. J answer, but planes, boat s, time I

j and money are what are! 
■ required to get members in an* 

out, Mr. Squire said.
I Tony Gargrave <NDP Mac-| 

-iSkenzie) said redistribution is ‘ 
tt struggle f o r power” which I 
ydj would not become apparent| 
aC until voting night, when

equalities in the division of I 
|lower among voters of thel

I province would cast the political | 
future of the province for the g 
| next four years.

Opposite
The opposition’s premature! 

I acceptance of the Angus report! 
I demonstrated their willingness! 
Ito "accept someone else’s think-1 
jing, so they don’t have to think| 

their own and have 
] responsibility for it. That’s the| 
I exact opposite of democracy. [ 
| That’s rule by royal commis-1 
I sion,” Mr. Kiernan said.

"You can always tell when I 
I the cabinet is in quicksand,”! 
B said John Squire (NDP—Al-1 
Ijjemi).

In his 15 years in the! 
|legislature, he said, he had! 
J “never seen so many red I 
I herrings dragged back and! 
I forth, up and down, sideways I 
land every way to avoid the| 
I main issue.”

e said it was an insult to Dr.| 
men

[He'll Run 
| for Us 
.. Hopes 

| Premier
Frank Calder (NDP — AÎI 

I may have guaranteed himself | 
|an acclamation victory at the j 
§ next election when he broke I 

; ranks with his party Tuesday I 
night to support the government! 

^ redistribution bill.
J Premier Bennett earlier said I 
I his first reason for altering the I 
I Angus Commission’s r e c o m- [ 
fl mandations to retain the exist-1 
Bing northern ridings was 
S distaste for wiping out the Atlin | 
| seat held by the only Indian | 
|MLA in the House.

Both he and other cabinet I 
1 ministers privately hinted that 1 
I if Mr. Calder supported reten-g 
|tion of the northern seats, the| 
I Socreds would not run1 a candi-1 
I date against him at the next| 
I election.

Tuesday Mr. Calder told the I 
I House : "I am a northerner . . .1 
! about a minute after I saw tliis| 
I bill I said to myself there is| 
only one way I arn going to vote!

that is why lam going "loi 
| support this bill,”

As government MLAs ap-| 
j plauded him loudly, David Bar-f 
Irett (NDP — Dewdney) shot atl 
I the premier : "You going to run| 
B someone against him now?” \
1 “He’ll run for us, we hope,”
| Premier Bglnett shot back.

Industry'
A chance to combine the 

resources of government, labor 
and private capital to create a 
secondary steel industry for 
B.C. awaits an "imaginative” 
government.

David Barrett (NDP—Dewd­
ney) told the legislature Tues­
day there is no reason why the 
government shouldn’t stimulate 
a native steel industry in the 
province.

He noted that Consolidated 
Mining and Smelting Co. is 
paid a $100,000 a year bounty to 
produce a limited amount of 
steel at Kimberley; that B.C. 
iron ore and coal is shipped to 
Japan, and that B.C. buys back 
finished steel.

"There is no reason why we 
can’t start our own proper st< 
industry in the province,” Mj 
Barrett said.

He was speaking to a bill tin 
would permit conditional cancell 
la t ion of crown coal reserves b; 
the minister of mines.

He said the government could 
go to the trade unions and ask 
them to put up a share in a- 
steel industry along with the 
government and private capital. 
OPEN NEW MARKETS

"There is nothing wrong with 
that,” he said. It is done in 
Sweden,” he pointed out.

"Here we are putting our vast 
coal reserves to the use of 
another country.”

His suggestion, if followed, 
would create industry, expand 
employment and open new 
markets.

“Will we continue to be 
supplier of raw materials, or 
use some Imagination?” he

Harry McKay (Lib.—Femie) 
[Said the coal is of no use 
“sitting in the mountains.” To 
sell it to Japan is good for 
Canada’s imbalance of trade, 
and it may be many years 
before there is a steel industry 
in B.C.

Coal may be shipped abroad 
for the next 50 years at 10 times 
today’s production, the reserves 
are so great, he said
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Tree Planting Mission 
Nets Dividend

JÊÊÊÊÊKÊÊÊÊÊIÊÊ
ands and Forests Minister!}

jj Ray Williston's arrival 
R Tokyo last week ended a 44-1 
I day drought and added good-.
I will to B.C.-Japai friendship.1

He was welcomed back tog 
| the legislature Tuesday after | 

four-day visit to Japan 
I which he took dogwood trees f! 
ij for the Imperial Palace gar- jL 
I dens.

* * *
He told the legislature his | 

Itree* mission attracted wide- (j 
I spread publicity and showed j 

the people of Japan to be “far R 
k more interested in trees than j; 
I we are and they consider this , ! 
•j as cement for the friendship j; 
|between the two countries.” ,| 

Mr. Williston said there had ti 
I been a drought for 44 days 1 
1 when he arrived Saturday to 
ij face 20 to 30 television and j 
};!! news cameramen at Tokyo ! 

airport.
★ * *

“I don't know whether it jjj I had anything to do with my }i 
I arrival, but on Sunday tliere j, 
I was a small typhoon, and the?! 
| crown prince and princess | 
I picked out a place for the ; 
I trees in the rain,” the mint-| 
gjster said.

He brought back personal y 
I greetings from the royal 
I household and the Canadian j 
I ambassador in Tokyo and 
| reported on latest plans for al 
I pulp mill at Skookumchuk, a j 
Sjoint venture of Honshu Pulps 
laud Paper Co. and Crestbrook 
1 Timber Co.
- Mr. Williston said equip-1
- ment is being moved into the f 
I East Kootenay mill site^ andj

£ construction is slated to start 1 
i] when frost is out of the j 

ground. It will be a 700-ton I 
| daily production mill and its I 
| total cost will be between $50 ,j 
g and $60 million.

The minister called it a 
“tremendous breakth rough" *

Bthat companies arc being 1 
B allowed to proceed without ;

performance bond. The fact of i]
I mill construction is itself |
I evidence of performance, he £

■k + +
While in Japan, Mr. Willis-1 

R ton noticed the continuing |
I impact of last year's cabinet 1 
| visit to the country when the jj 
I dogwoods were promised, and 1 
I recalled there had been criti-i 
jclsm that the premier and!
I five ministers had made the i

* “The impact on our trade 1 
1 situation is out of all propor-1 
I tion to all other visits which !j 
l\ have taken place,” Mr. Wil-1 
l liston said.

¥ ¥ ¥
He said he was given the §

| honor of being first to sign the J 
I register at the formal opening $
|of Honshu Paper Co.’s new 
p office building in the Ginza of |||
| Tokyo.

Souvenir paper satchels | 
j bearing a large dogwood motif ||j 
| were handed to guests at the jr 
S opening, he said.

Finally, Mr. Williston noted mË 
Bthe “profound Japanese sense -me-. 
i of humor." He was often 111 
I introduced with a chuckle asp§ 
“the man who brought the!

. Da'4woods to Japan." lie said."

}No Charges 
Laid In 1965 
For Pollution

The provincial pollution control | 
1 board didn’t lay a charge lasts 
I year, Lands Forests and Water | 
1 Resources Minister Ray Willis-1 
I ton admitted today.
| His printed answ er to questions g 
| by pollution critic Tony Gargrave | 
I (NDP—Mackenzie) came in the tj 
I vote and proceedings journal of g 
1 the legislature. . .1
| The board was re-organized D 
I last year by the government for g 
la sharpened program of corn-8 
I batting water pollution and Mr.E 
■ Gargrave had asked if any! 
I charges were laid in 1965 under! 
I the Pollution Control Act.
| Mr. Williston answered no, I 
a “however, the efforts of the re-| 
I sponsible officials dealing withl 
I pollution control hav®,1b 1^*11 
I toward encouraging industrial! 
1 and community installations to | 
| abate pollution.
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AND WI LUST ON CHUCKLES

MLA Knocked' Out of His Seat

'i'4

Bill ConsidersUNHAPPY RECORD

Speaker Again Alcoholism
As SicknessKills Two Bills

Recognition of chronic alco-, 
holism as an illness is embodied 
in an amendment of the Sum-j 
mary Convictions Act, Attorney- 
General Robert Bonner said1 
Wednesday in the legislature, i 

If the amendment passes the! 
house it will enable courts to' 
exercise the option, “at the 
discretion of probation officers, 
to require a man to undertake a 
variety of regimens to break j 
him of his chronic alcoholism.”!

Mr. Bonner was referring toj 
the “profitless cycle” of drunks j 
who go before police magis-; 
trates, are sentenced for being j 
intoxicated in a public place, 
arc sent jail, serve their time 
and return to their haunts to 
repeat the process.

He said such agencies as the 
Salvation Army, Alcoholics 
Anonymous and the govern-

is little or no chance ofThere
a younger boy improving when 
he is placed in contact with 
others who may have an 
emotional problem, and the 
older ones have a negative 
influence, Mr. Barrett said.

Mr. Murray ruled against Mr. j 
Macfarlane’s Crown Proceed­
ings Act because it involves 
royal perogatives in which 
permission to sue must be

I Two private members’ bills 
| with an unhappy record in the : 
j legislature were again ruled out I 
I of order Wednesday by speaker < 
| of the House William Murray i
I (SC — Prince Rupert). 1
J For Alan Macfarlane (Lib. —

Oak Bay) it was the fourth time 
U his bill to permit actions against 
• the government had failed.
| The same number of rebuffs 
Ijhave also been faced by David
■ Barrett (NDP — Dewdney), 
■who tried to have the Training 
U Schools Act amended to prohibit 
lithe sentencing of children to an 
Hadult jail without certain condl- 
Btions, to prohibit the mixing of 
H children over 12 with younger
II offenders, and to require physi- 
|| cal and psychological examina­
is tion of sentenced children.
1 Mr. Murray ruled against the! 
H amendment bill on the same ! 
B grounds as on previous! 
H occasions, that it requires ex-
■ penditure of public funds. The 
g ruling was upheld by a voice

Barrett

He said as it stands, thet 
government is in the position of 
being “judge and jury in its 
own case,” and it should be the 
first to ask for a change. Jvote after Mr. 

challenged it 
'Later, f~the member said he} 

[intends to reintroduce a simpll-| 
tied amendment that will seek! 
to prohibit sentencing of chil­
dren 12 and under to institutions 
with older persons.
130 SENTENCED 

Up to 1964 he said there were 
more than 130 children aged 9,

110, 11 and 12 sentenced to 
IBrannen Lake training school. 
■Last year there were 31 boys 
j under the age of 12 sent there, I 
Ithe highest in the history of the 
| place.

| couver as it effects “the 
[unhappy inhabitants of what is 
[called the Skid Road district.” 
j The bill would permit a 
“departure from the old convic­
tion and incarceration pro­
cedure,” the attorney-general

Debate was adjourned by

Burnaby), who said the bill 
requires “considerable study.”

I The legislature also gave 
second reading with little or no 
discussion to government bills 
intended to protect the job 
rights of pregnant female 
employees, provide’ eight statu­
tory holidays for most workers ! 

| and improve the Factories Act. I

vSF
■ •
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LEGISLATION UNDER CONSIDERATION

Early Action Promised 
On Fly-By-Night Pedlars

private bill that would Ü 
0curtail fly-by-night pedlars and 
I fast-talking salesmen will get 
| early government attention, the 
I legislature was told Wednesday.

The bill brought in by Leo 
^Nims ick (NDP—Cranbrook)
Hwould amend the Sales of Goodsj 

Act to give a buyer the right
t 1 whhm seven days to cancel an 

agreement to purchase signed

ioum debate on the bill indef­
initely.
RULE OCT FAST-TALKER

He said the crux of the bill 
was “to rule out the fast-talking 
door-to-door salesman/' the 
leffect of which has been incor- 

| iporated into British and Saskat­
chewan legislation.

In Ontario, too, he said, there
o u tside tradeanywhere 

premises.
Such agreement also would be 

cancelled automatically if the 
buyer did not receive a copy by

Attorney-General Robert Bon- 
said the government 

sympathetic with the victims of 
high-pressure salesmen. “The 
government is considering legis­
lation of this sort/’ Mr. Bonner 
said.

But before it is introduced the 
experience of other jurisdictions 
will be sought, he said.

lr. Nimsick agreed to

is investigation into a “cooling
Js off" or “decompression time" 

for sales agreements.
The Saskatchewan system 

provides for a refund to dis­
satisfied customers out of a 
fund built up from bonds posted 

/ by the salesmen, Mr. Nimsick 
said. And there is no indication 
that the law has been hard on 
business, he added, pointing to j 
an increase in bonded salesmen.

Agreements are “often signed 
by the wife” and it is realized 
later they couldn’t afford or 
didn’t need the item, be it 
new freezer, refrigerator, roofrig&HI

sidfns^Krifie Tfooft'. Jve said. 
“People seem to fall for the F 

pitch that if they don't sign now l 
they'll lose a bargain,” Mr. / j 
Nimsick said.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East) cited the case of a 
man who was ruined by an 
unscrupulous salesman who sold ggg 

-’j. him a home improvement 
scheme for $750. The contract 
was on paper of Inter provincial i 

T - (Building Credits. Mr. Mac-, 
idonald said.

*< The salesman took It to the 
company, was paid $500 of $600.

.. and disappeared
The home owner was sued for 

l.v the money by the company, lost 
% the case and his savings and 
X/ : eventually his house, lie said. 1 

• Finally, the man reached skid 
byroad, Mr. Macdonald said. 
i\Xl-j “He was ruined by a flv-bv- 

. night door-to-door salesman who [ 
• 'I didn’t do a tap off wwrtç on the 

house. A cooling-off period 
would have at least saved his j 
savings, and In this case his 
life,” the member said.
ggggflHjgJggggg
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Closer and Closer

'Gibson s Blasts 
All Election Talk

Mr. Gibson laughed sheep­
ishly as the premier and .. 
Socred members laughed up- 
roariously.

Are we near an election 9 
then?” called out an opposi­
tion member.

By JOHN MIKA 
Times Legislative Reporter 
Premier Bennett Wednesday 

neatly turned back the violent 
outburst by Gordon Gibson 
(L —North Vancouver) 
tjjdch he had accused the 
premier of using Hitler, Ca­
pone. Huey Long and Castro 
tactics

The premier pointed out 
that Mr. Gibson had con­
trasted his feelings this year 
with those of last year when 
he praised the premier ex­
travagantly.

Mr. Bennett also recalled 
t&t Mr. Gibson himself in his 
1965 speéch told the House 
that he would be bound to 
stop praising and start criti 
cizing the premier in the 
event of an election campaign

EVERY DAY
You’re always near 

election,” laughed the pre­
mier. “We get nearer every 
day, my friend.

Later, the premier touched 
off more tumult in the House 
when, contending that most 
British Columbians are united 
with him in wishing to develop ii1 
the province, he made

It’s at least 65 per cent 
the people — and 
surveys show it.”

As opposition members

recent

began accusing the premier of 
That’s the reason and the throwjng another election 

only reason that he criticized scar6f the premier grinned
the other day — not 

because he believes in it but 
because he fears an election! 
cried the premier triumph-

and repeated emphatically 
and a recent survey shows 

It”

^•■He was telling the truth a 
year ago and, I won’t say he 
wasn't telling the truth the 
other day, but he was politick­
ing.

friSX
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PULL THE PLUG 
SAYS BENNETT

Premier Bennett Wednesday told the five federal Social 
^ Credit MPs to pull the plug on the Liberal government if it 
I doesn't raise the old age pension to $100.

The premier; considered by many to have reasserted 
| himself as the mastermind of the national Soared parlia- 
“ mentary group, switched dramatically and unexpectedly in 
I his position that Robert Thompson was right in voting to 
I keep the government in office .to avoid an early election.

“I don’t speak for them (the Soared MPs) but if I was 
| in the House of Commons on budget day if that $100 isn’t 
| there for the old age pensioners the Social Creditors should 
| vote them out of office,” he told the legislature.

‘‘They kept them in office only lo give them an oppor­
tunity to perform and if they don’t perform I hope they 

É have the intestinal fortitude to throw them out.”
The premier's gratuitous advice was prompted by an 

opposition jibe at the Socred support for Liberal government 
in Ottawa in contrast to Premier Bennett’s criticism of the 
federal government.

The premier has met the same jibe almost daily through 
-this session and, up until Wednesday, has staunchly main- 
stained it was statesmanlike for the federal Socreds to keep 
the government in power rather than precipitate another 
unwanted national election.

temporary driving competence. 
TRAIN POLICE

He said the new porvisions [ ; 
would not be implemented for t 
some time because police would || 
have to be trained as to “the; J 
limits to which they may use” : ; 
jthe legislation and also would || 
j have to be trained and equipped 
with breathalyzers.

‘‘I think no one is morel 
conscious of the need . . . of ^ 
civil liberty than I,” said Mr.fi 

j Bonner in referring to some M 
i public criticism of the bill, 
j ''Frankly, I am particularly || 
sensitive about this subject and p 

lit is one of the reasons that Ij| 
J have objected to the use of§§ 
j breathalyzers for the purpose of|r | 
| adducing evidence” (as is doneLjj 
jin Saskatchewan).
\ “This legislation is a question p 
| of physical competence (to|| 
j drive) and not of civil liberty, p 
j Mr. Bonner said in the pasted 
1 couple years there has been anjpl 
j alarming increase in the p 
j number of hit-run accidents || 
which probably are “tied-in”|l 

jwith the increase in liquor @ 
j consumption.
I “Therefore we have moved || 
I with some regret with legis-] 
llation against that trend in] 
I regard to reportable accidents] 
land the repair of damage.”

Not Violated
Says Bonner

A11 o r n e y-general Robert! 
Bonner Wednesday argued thali 
his proposed Motor Vehicle Act! 
amendments do not violate civil N 
liberties.

He took the stand in seeking j 
second reading for the bill 
which includes provisions allow­
ing police to make 24-hour j 
“roadside suspensions” of 
driving licences and requiring! 
police stickers on cars needing ! 
accident repairs.

Alex Macdonald (NDP —\ 
Vanco uver-East) adjourned j 

I debate before the bill could j 
| receive second reading because i 
[he said the civil liberties 1 
aspects needed close scrutiny, g 

j “A licence is not a right but at 
privilege to be obtained upon!, 
examination,” said Mr. Bonner.j 
He said roadside suspension of i 
drivers who have been drinking [ 

1 involves onh the question of!

mm
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LAUGH, LAUGH, LAUGH

GLEEFUL RESPONSE' 
TO DICTATOR CHARGE

The more people call Premier Bennett 
names, the more his family laughs about it, 
he told members of the legislature Thursday.

He referred to recent accusations that 
he is a “dictator.” which brought gales of 
gleeful response from his children and grand­
children, he said.

“They laughed and laughed and laughed 
.just as the people of the province laugh, 
laugh, laugh."

The premier recalled an old Scottish 
saying his New Brunswick mother used to 
say:

“Sticks and stones may hurt my bones, 
but names will never hurt me.”

People who can’t fight fairly resort to 
name-calling as they would kick and scratch 
in a fight, the premier said.
HIGH SPIRITS

He was in a mood of high spirits and one- 
upmanship, touching on a variety of sübjëcts 
in debate over estimates for his own office.

Opposition Leader Robert Strachan re­
referred to it in a remark across the floor of 
the House as an election speech." Earlier he 
had called the premier the “dictator of the

The premier said he didn’t care what the 
old parties, the socialists, newspaper barons 
and industrial tycoons called him :

“We are the government of the people."
, Several members of the opposition cried, 
"Gunderson, Gunderson,” „ the man who is

■' .!<,!!.
SIXTH BID 
TO BAN 
FIREWORKS

Mrs. Lois Hagegn (NDP 
G rand forks - G reemvood) 
Thursday opened her sixth 
annual attempt to ban fire 
works except for public dis

She introduced a bill In the 
legislature which would re 
peal the Fireworks Regulation 
Act and prohibit both the sale 
and discharge of fireworks by 
anyone except for public dis­
plays approved in writing by 
the fire marshal.

The same bill has died on 
the order paper In each of
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By AB KENT

Model Session' Handles 
22 Bills in One Sitting

|||| Premier Bennett said Thurs- 
|l§day he is trying to make a 
■"model session” out of the 
Beurrent legislature by getting 

Jmost bills through the house 
■well before the end of the

Vancouver East). There was 
little chance for opi>osition 
members to move amendments! 
with chairman of committee 

'Herbert Bruch (SC—Esquimalt) 
calling the shot.

Mr. Bennett said, “In the 
I we have been criticized

the premier’s friend, counsel and director of 
sever ad Crown agencies, a former finance 
minister and now adviser to the govem-

“You say we are dictators. Well, I say 
this : we are the people who were elected 
by the people.
•CAPTAIN OF GROW

"I do not deny that I am the leader, that 
I am the captain of this group for 14 years 
. . . but others have done the work. I 
don’t lake thé credit. I take the blame for 
failures,” the premier said.

He went into the type of government that 
existed in B.C. prior to his office in 1952 and 
was critical of the tight control over public 
affairs by political machines.

“You didn’t break the stranglehold of poli­
tics in this province," Mr. Strachan hurled 
hack, recalling that, the premier had himself 
been a coalitionist prior to becoming an In­
dependent member.

“You just joined the Social Credit Party,” 
Mr. Strachan said. He referred to influential 
persons who had had a voice in government. 
“You hugged them to your breast just as the 
Liberals did in the past.”

“And that’s why you went to Japan so 
you wouldn’t have to appear in that court case 
where the evidence came out,” the opposi­
tion leader said, referring to the trial last 
summer of A1 Williamson, public relations 
counsel, who worked closely with the premier.

Rarely has there been such ;holding legislation until the end| 
, , !of the session when members™acceleration of the process of ^ tjmj Thjs time VVP arc

introducing bills and putting trvin£: to hold a model session__ il___I Urn'Mimrc ÎI c * °them through their readings as, - t0 rush

bllls- „ Among the bills passed were
One 21-page bill with 6.3 < 

sections zipped through in about 
five minutes including ques­
tions, for an average of more 
than 12 sections per minute. It

I lilt- I--------
amendments to the Regional 
Parks Act, Social Services Tax 
Act and Annual Holidays Act; 
revision of the Factories Act; a 
new Maternity Protection Act,than u sections per iumuic._u new Maternity Protection act, 

was the re-written Factories |Crop Insurance Act and Pacific | 
Act. !/->__v„ <-(-zsr-n Pailwnv f*nm-1

"Is it necessary 
asked Alex Macdonald (NDP

jGreat Eastern Railway Com-1 
to rush ? ’ ’ |pany Share Capital Act- ..... ..
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ANNOUNCEMENT SEEN BY MONTH'S END

Lower Gas Rates Pledged!
. BH B.C. Hydro rate cuts for gasb The rate cuts would beP : : MPS1/■»-“»__«, #:.*.♦ itHydro rate cuts for gas g 

| users were virtually assured! 
Thursday night in the logis-[ | lature but electricity rates will g 

g remain unchanged.
Premier Bennett, fiscal agent H 

| for B.C. Hydro, said he will | 
Hi meet with directors March 21 top 

:*recommend reductions in! 
'i natural gas rates.

® He said he would recommend | 
5|a cut in the rate for propane I 
I gas sold on Vancouver Island |

HE "And bring it in line with| 
| V a n c o u ver (natural gas) 
g rates?” asked John Squire | 

(NDP -- Alberni).
"I didn't say that," replied I 

g the i/remier.
The premier did not specify I 

| the size of the cuts he would |
‘ strongly recommend." He said I 

I they would be announced by I 
I B.C. Hydro March 31 and put I 
J into effect April 1, when the |
I fiscal year starts.
1 J tSC AL YEAR

He said he would "strongly I 
I recommend reduction in the I 
8 3 ales for natural gas” and that I 
| if accepted, lower rates likely F 
$ would take effect March 31, the g 
I end of the fiscal year.

Later, he said "I will be frank I 
Bwith you, I'm not going to! 
I recommend a reduction this |
I year" in electricity rates.
' The statements came in re-1 
| sponse to remarks of opposition I 
|leader Robert Strachan, who! 
Isaid the people of B.C. are I 
1 being "gouged by prices |
I charged by B.C. Hydro."

__UMBOMMI
rate cuts woulc 

B effective in Vancouver andfê 
I Victoria, where Hydro has do-|
I mcstic gas distribution systems, f
S ELECTRICITY

"We don’t set the rates but Hggg 
! we do recommend reductions," 
the premier said. They were putE?| 
in effect first on electricity f 
because more people are

• reached this way, he said.
Hydro in the current year is

• expected to show an $8 million 
a profit, down about $5 million
II rom the $13 million of the 
§ previous fiscal year.

"The profit this year is quite 
Jthin," Mr. Bennett, said. Partly 
11li rough increased operating 
| costs such as higher wages 
I there is not the same oppor- v 
|tunity for making reductions.

But lie pointed to the average'
|j$20 million a year reduction in' 
srates, "a great dividend to the 
1 people so soon” after govern- 
! ment, takeover of B.C. Electric 
I operations.

It is hecessary for the crown h 
-]company to guarantee its suc-|
| cess, to "ensure that this great | 
j utility will not be operating at a[i 
gloss," the premier said.

Hydro is financing ‘‘the| 
largest development takings

■ place anywhere in the world |
!| today." Mr. Bennett said, point-[ 
ling to the more than $300$
« million capital expenditure ear-j 
| marked for this year.

He recalled the criticism g 
{directed toward B.C. when |
■ export of natural gas was I 
J permitted at a price of 22 cents |

thousand cubic feet. But k

rB.C. was the first province toi 
j; get into gas export and now [' 
| otdiers want more of it.

A newly-negotiated price of 27 K 
J cents U.S., or nearly 30 cents inf* 
| Canadian funds, will be retro-1 
Ï active, he said. TJie deal 
" between West Coast Trans-1 
| mission Ltd. and El Paso Gas.

It would have a "a tremen-E 
1 dous effect on the economy oft 

■ this province and the future of L 
the great northland,” Mr. Ben-|

*| nett said.
More industry, more employ-1 

I ment, development of the petro-F 
alchemical industry would follow,| 
s he said, 
j HIGH LEVEL

Mr. Strachan had said it Is 8 
I obvious B.C. Hydro is charging! 
Sits gas consumers “exhorbitant I 
| prices." and suggested prices I 
I were being "kept at an arti-j 
ijficially high level to forcef 
g customers into using electricity I 

order to use the hydro | 
J potential coming up.”

Hydro showed a 4 per cent net I 
learnings increase, a 10 per centj/' 
y gross increase to $153 million, ^
; and gas sales of $29.9 million,, 
i while it paid $11.6 million toir 
1 Westcoast Transmission Co. for g 
Jthe gas, Mr. Strachan said.

British Columbians pay 32-358 
1 cents for gas, Mr. Strachan!^ 
isaid. “Whether or not it’s okaye 
I for Frank McMahon (head of;
1 Westcoast Transmission) to get 
•t his slice of the pie, I think it is| 
«time the people of B.C. got,;
| more,” he said.

$150
MILLION 
MORE?

Opposition Leader Robert I 
I Strachan Thursday said the [ 
I government has miscalculated I 
I financing of the Columbia River I 
I power project and will be forced I 
I to borrow between $150 and $2001 
I million to complete it.

He made the charge during I 
I consideration of Premier Ben-1 
I nett’s salary estimates.
I The premier, fiscal agent fori 
I B.C. Hydro, maintained that the I 
| $501» million Columbia project! 
I will be financed by a $2731 
I million advance payment from| 
1 the U.S. for downstream bene-1

million compensa- 
j lion for flooding.

He said an international com- 
i mittee had worked out a 
j mathematical equation indicat-1 

ing that the two sums, invested I 
I at 5 per cent compounded I 
j interest until 1973 when the! 
| project is to be completed, |
\ would cover the bill.

Mr. Strachan said compound-1 
\ Ing the capital at 5 per cent in-1 
{ terest annually would only pro-1 
I duce a total of $379 million with-1 

out touching any of the capital |
I until 1973.
5 SALES TAX

But the province already is I 
| drawing on the capital and! 
I knows that the Columbia billll 
j will rise at least $10 million as all 
j result of the 11 per cent sales!

tax on construction materials, f 
| he said.

“The money just isn’t there to| 
I finance the Columbia as you! 
I told the people a year ago," Mr.|
] Strachan said.

“The premier hasn’t refuted I 
{ my figures and he is not telling |

nepeoplc just where money is L 
| coming from for the Columbia, t 

"We will have to borrow at|
? least $150 million and perhaps | 
j $200 million to finish the Colum-1 
J bia while the cheap downstream f 
I benefit power is going to the I 
I United States and our rates will | 
I go up.’

Premier Bennett insisted that (•> 
I the advance payments would fc 
| produce a total of $501 million | 
I but “I’m not going to suggest | 
I now that with inflation it may | 
I or maiy not meet (the Columbia | 
I cost's) because credit and monA-g 
B tary policies arc not ir^the hands | 
| of the province."

Mr. Strachan noted that the g 
I first $5 million loan to B.C. g 
I from the Canada Pension Planu 
has been allocated and the| 
premier said it and possibly the | 
remainder of the $80 million | 
B.C. hopes to borrow from the! 
CPP fund will be invested in[j 

I B.C. Hydro.
"For the Columbia?” queried| 

| Mr. Strachan.
“No, for the Peace and other g 

transmission lines in the sys-1 
I tern,” replied the premier.
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That Press Conference'

Explained by Mr. Bennett

New /deos
At the same interview in 

j which lie explained his so- 
]■ called press conference, the 
| premier proudly noted that 
I his surprise home-purchaser 
I loan idea “shows you how 
[ young this government is. It 

always has new ideas.”
Both aspects of the inter­

view probably are linked by a 
« ommon objective to ward 

I off two counterattacks on 
, fronts lie had opened up for 
! the coming political cam-

; An argument w ith the press 
is not feared by the premier 

| because he has used it in the 
: past to win votes. But that 
i was done on the basis that the 

press was trying "torsuppress 
the achievements and poten­
tial exhibited by himself and 
his party.

An Underdog
He claimed to be an under­

dog which the press was 
trying to muzzle because he 
spoke for the ordinary people 
and. no matter how vehement­
ly the newspaper editorials 
denied the assertion, there is 
no doubt that some people 
believed him in the past.

But a $657 million budgeleer 
rant use the same old 
argument, especially when lie 
is being chided for locking out 
the press from a press 
conference. So this time, it 
looked as though the shoe was 
on the other foot with an 
impression gaining ground 
that it was the premier who 
was trying to manage the

brought in. he gave him a | 
statement and “I asked him 6 
at the end if he understood it & 
and he said ‘yes’ so I did ? 
not stop him from asking g 
questions." the premier main $

He also insisted that the 
reporter subsequently dis- -i 
associated himself from the ? 
interpretations of the unusual 
event, which saw five other ^ 
newsmen answering the press ja 
conference s u m m o n s and 
being turned away.

"But I don't want to get in ^ 
an argument with the press 
gallery." he concluded. “After v] 
all. I am an honorary! 
member of the gallery."

I rejiort this interview to | 
give the other side but also $ 
because it seems connected to | 
another subject of joshing ;<i 
which appears to hax e '] 
brought a much quicker re- j 
spouse from the premier

At the end of last week . ^ 
NDP members Alex Mac- | 
dona Id and David Stupich j 
wound up the budget debate 
for their side with needles ?j 
that seemed to make the 
premier jump in his seat. * |

They derided his handling of 
the record budget as a sign of 
old age (political hardening of | 
the arteries. Mr. Macdonald ,j 
said with telling effect on the § 
premier's disposition) because 
there was not a single, new, | 
radical or imaginative pro- | 
gram in it as there was in the 1 
smaller budgets of the early § 
Bennett ad ministration, a 
stretching hack 14 years now.

i-ily the prel „lka 
c e d ing Fri­
day on his now-famous snap 
election threat in the speak­
er's office, nor did he seek a 
full-scale press conference the 
following Monday morning to 

of the inci-give his version

He said that he was very 
busy that morning and he just 
asked his staff to call in 
whatever press representa­
tives were handy so he could 
issue a statement and it 
wasn't his fault that only one 
radio reporter was available 
at that moment

It added that ‘NowH| foreman 
\ project.

, “He claims violations of the 
|g electrical code, Workmen's 
K Compensation Board safety 
E regulations and even the union 
| agreement were so flagrant and 
” extensive that he subsequently

I asked for demotion to journey­
man status." the letter said.

The request was denied as 
was a second request for 
demotion.
RESIGNED IN JANUARY

“Finally, in the closing days 
of January he resigned from the 
job entirely and 15 members of 
his crew quit with him.

“He wrote me: 'My attempts 
(to resign) were rejected. In­
stead. an attempt was made to

the Columbia River]

I all suspected of attempting an 
illegal walkoff. We are black­
listed from all B.C. Hydro 
power schemes for the next 10

Mr. Strachan said the letter | 
was an example of poor em­
ployee relations attributable to 
government policies.

“A man has a right to live 
like a human being. You can’t 
settle everything with money.” 
said Mr. Strachan.

"You’ve got the union leaders 
beat into line. They’ll obey 
legislation no matter how bad it

Worker
'Offered

Bribe
Premier Bennett Thursday 

night promised to investigate 
immediately whether a B.C. 
Hydro electrician was offered a 
bribe to keep quiet about unsafe 
working conditions on the Mica 
Dam project.

The allegation was revealed 
bv Onnosition Leader Robert "But not all the union agree­

ments and laws in the world 
will keep a man from making 
protest when they don't like 
what you’re doing to them. You 
can’t push workers around this 
way.”

‘buy’ my co-operation (a $1,500- 
a-month position).’ Mr. Priest's 
letter said he was offered a 
salary bonus.

MSN
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ALL BOOKS NEXT YEAR?

Gov t to Drop Sales Tax 
On Books for Libraries
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1 She was surprised the govern-1 
jSment was lifting the tax from | 

candies and soft drinks. “I think!

■■MM
■ Premier Bennett Thursday 
8 sa id the c o \ ernment has 
mdecided to lift the sales tax 
“ from public Itbrajy lx>oks and 
; will consider extending the 
‘7 exemption to all books next 
j year.

I He made the revelations 
under questioning and urging by 
opposition members during con- 
|sidération of the bill to remove 
(the 5 per cent tax from meals 
magazines, newspapers, periodi­
cals, school supllies, candies, 
confections and soft drinks.

Lois Haggen (NDP Grand 
Forks-Greenwood ) urged the 

| premier to add the exemption to 
all books.

He replied that it will be 
removed from library purchases 

_ and will he considered for all 
books in the next .budget.

, FREE
(The book tax elimination 

I would free about $2.500 annually 
1 in the Victoria Public Library's 
|book purchase funds.)

The premier revealed the tax 
| would be removed from 
8 libraries by cabinet regulation

ather than the amendment hill 
before the House 

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 
V pointed out that the Kelowna 

Public Library board in thei 
premier's own constituency was!

' complaining that the tax ate up!
1 $2.000 of its book purchase [r 
f] budget.

iThe B.C. Library Association! 
y recently requested the removal | 
g of the tax. >
F The premier said the section]
I’on school supplies lifts the taxi 
*on such items as pens. jiencils.
|. nibs. ink. erasers, boxes, pro-1
ij tractors, compasses, diction- 
paries, atlases, satchels and]
S zipper binders.
^ Mrs. Haggen said she uasH
It glad the restaurant tax wasBJ™-^

j removed. "Hundreds of thou-S|
Uands of dollars must have been!

■ collected on $1 meals (which upl 
Sto now had been exempti. The]
■ government did well on that.

Mrs. Haggen agreed generally!
|that: the tax should not apply to]
Imost magazines and periodicals, I 
^7but there are others on which!
I tax should be high entfugh ' to|P 

"tax them out of existence.”

these are luxuries.” she said.
It is not fair to children tofp 

make these sugary things more jgg 
attainable to youngsters than^® 
they are now.

"Many grandparents are cul- 
prits at giving children the.sera 
teeth-destroying foods,” Mrs. M 
Haggen said.

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 
wanted to know whether tax 
was going to be lifted on soaps, FI 
detergents, toothpaste and hath- ky 
room tissue, but got no reply H 
from the premier.

When he asked how much tax jV 
is involved in each exemption jSm 
category, the premier replied : pi 
|"I have no idea. The depart-M 
ment doesn't keep track by Wt 
categories.”

The premier said the intention IP-1 
is to define "soft .drinks” as all | 
non-alcolholic beverages and g 
told MLAs that if they runl 
across any non-alcoholic drink | 
that is not included in the! 
exemption list "they should telllj 
me about it.'

Meeting Soon 
On Medicare

hciai Secretary Wesley 
| Black Thursday told the legis- 
! laturc that a federal-provincial 
| meeting on medicare will be 
j held soon to negotiate the terms 
| of a national scheme.

But he refused twice to say 
| whether he will agree to a 
I universal plan. He was bad- 
Igered by opposition members 
| during debate on third reading
■ to a bill raising B.C. Medical 
I Plan premium subsidies.

Ray Perrault pointed out that 
8 federal Health Minister Alan 
iMcEachen has written B.C. to 
I ask for its views on the four 
I principles proposed for a 
I national scheme by Prime Min­
ister Pearson but no reply has 
I been sent.

It doesn't seem to indicate a 
I very deep interest by this
■ government,” he said. "It's a
■ very suspicious and shoddy
■ situation if we don't even! 

our mail in such an
latter as tl

Blacl

the four principes so 
doing is go step-by-step and go§ 
slow.

"We (provinces) are going to§j 
meet Mr. McEachen relatively d 
soon, I understand. This is 
period of negotiations.”

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van-1 
couver East) said Mr. Black! 
was just "shadow boxing.” The! 
Socreds in B.C., Alberta and! 
Ottawa oppose the federal pro-1 
posai for universal medicare | 
because they want premiums I 
charged for coverage.

"Do you favor a single i 
universal plan according to the! 
recommendation of the Halil 
royal commission?” he de-§ 
manded.

‘‘That has nothing to do with! 
this bill and I’m not going to| 
answer,” replied M*;. Black.

"That confirms there is 
tussle and that this government I 
is trying to twist the arm of the! 
federal government and water! 
down its universal plan," saidf 
Mr. Macdonald.

Later, Arthur Tuner (NDP—I 
Vancouver East) asked the! 
same question on universality! 
and Mr. Black replied : "I’m not! 
required to answer that type of!

APPRECIATED

August 
Holiday 
Urged

Victoria MLA Donald Smith 
Thursday suggested in the legis­
lature that a civic and provin­
cial "bank holiday” be declared 
for July or August.

The Social Credit member 
said some weeks ago he would ! 
bring the matter up this session, 
and chose debate on an amend­
ment to the Annual Holidays i 
Act to present the idea.

He noted there are no statu- 
rory holidays during July or 
August, affording no opportunity 
to parents to get away for a 
long weekend. Other provinces 
declare such a holiday, he said.

"I think this would be well 
received,” he said, asking Labor! 
Minister Leslie Peterson to 
consider it in the bill, or 
another one of his choice.

Legislation should declare a 
civic and provincial holiday, 
which "would be very much 
appreciated by people who are 
jtied to their work during the 
summer months."

There was no response from 
the minister.F^
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jCVERY LAW-RESPECTING
citizen must sympathize with 

police authorities in their efforts to 
meet the challenge of modern-day 
crime. It is to the citizen’s advan­
tage to make his life safer from the 
hazards of dtunken drivers, confi­
dence men and bank robbers, and 
he will support police measures to 
curb and punish lawbreakers.

But he will not do this beyond 
the point where his rights and lib­
erties are infringed. And it is this 
borderline which law authorities 
lately have been encroaching upon.

There was the quickly squelched 
attempt in Ontario some months 
ago to introduce Star Chamber 
methods into the taking of evidence. 
There have been the urgings of vari­
ous police chiefs, including Vic­
toria’s, for more freedom for police 
action in such fields as the right of 
search. And now Attorney-General 
Bonner, in a well-meant attempt to 
make motor vehicle driving safer, 
asks the legislature to approve two 
measures which must arouse the 
defensive instincts of all who cher­
ish human rights that have been 
won by struggle down through the 
centuries.

The new bill to permit police to 
gauge the blood alcohol content of 
drivers in curb-side tests opens up 
a very questionable assault on per­
sonal freedom. While the results of 
the test—refusal to submit to it. or 
evidence of a breathalyzer reading 
of .08 per cent or more will result 
in suspension of the driver’s licence 
for 24 hours—may not be used in 
any subsequent court action, the 
fact remains that the law will give 
a constable the power on the spot 
to act as both judge and jury.

And while Mr. Bonner assures 
us that the law will be exercised 
only under certain conditions and 
not as a continuing, widespread im­
position, the power will be there to 
do far more than this. Apparently, 
with no more reason than a police­
man’s hunch, a driver may be

stopped and asked to undergo a 
test, or lose the use of his car for 
24 hours. This surely is an infringe­
ment on the principle that a man 
is innocent until proved guilty, and 
that police interference must have 
a sound basis of cause before a citi­
zen may be halted in his lawful use 
of the streets.

There is the added fault in Mr. 
Bonner’s legislation that its applica­
tion for some time to come would 
be regional. Drivers in Victoria and 
on the lower mainland would be sub­
ject to the law; those in other areas 
of the province would not be, until 
such time as equipment and train­
ing of personnel made a wider use 
possible. It would be a denial of 
the basic principle of equality that 
some British Columbia drivers 
should be subject to a law and 
others escape it merely through the j 
chance of geography.

The legislation which will re­
quire a motorist to obtain police i 
permission before he may have I 
damage of more than $100 value 
repaired likewise makes serious in­
roads on personal liberty. The meas­
ure is designed to help the police K 
catch hit-and-run drivers—a laud- 1 
able enough end but a very ques- S 
tionable means.

Here again the innocent person 3 
must suffer or be inconvenienced is 
because of the guilty. And he pre- 
sumably will be under the necessity 
of proving himself innocent of a 8 
traffic crime before he can get his S 
damaged car repaired. This is an B 
obvious departure from our long- BH 
recognized rules of justice. It rep- M 
resents one more step in a trend B 
which cannot fail to cause mote and |p 
more infringement of our rights.
This trend should be resisted and « 
fought

There will be no gain if we can ■ 
defeat crime only by imposing po- ■ 
lice shackles on the law-abiding ||

PSp■.

■ /.p: ;

■

public. History shows that rights 
and liberties lost little by little can , 
lead to just as disastrous a result 
as when they are all lost at once.



FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 1966 j

ilN NEXT LEGISLATURE

Loans for Home Purchase Coming
------------- ———————  ̂:   W

Premier Bennett Thursday

I told the legislature he will 
introduce legislation for a home- 
purchase loan program in the 
next legislature.

The program will involve 
leither government loans or 
|government guaranteed loans, 
at low interest rates, for 
down payments on homes, he 

^indicated Monday.

Opposition Leader Robert § 
Strachan pointed out that 
some cases it was possible [ 
where a person paid his tax bill j 
to a mortgage firm in advance. L™ 

r . :]that the home-owner grant form .>!
/ * ,>‘- v|0Mwas not filled out by error and 3 

EB the benefit lost.
"The other day I gave what 1 ■ 

Mj thought was a broad hint that ! JUS 
■ then. will be a broader, con- 
jfVjstructive approach to this whole — 

question at the next sitting off'
| the legislature," replied Mr.

- „ I

Bennett. (He had linked the! 
grants with a proposal for a| 
system of low cost, 'down-1 
payment’ loans for would-be | 
home-owners.

"At the next session (of the ]

I present legislature)" asked Mr. 
Strachan.

"The next legislature," said | 
| the premier.

MLA SPINS 
A NEAT WEB

By JOHN MIKA
Randolph Harding (NDP 

Kaslo-Slocan) spun a neat web 
around Premier Bennett 
Thursday night.

The Kootenay champion re­
peated his demands that the 
government give an itemized 
account of their payments to 
farmers being moved from 
the shores of the Arrow Lakes 
which will be flooded by the 
Columbia project.

He charged farmers were 
being paid only $100 an acre 
for cleared land when they 
had to pay an average of $500 
to have it cleared.

Premier Bennett, admitting 
he was no expert in the field, 
said the department estimated 
its farm land clearing costs at 
$38.10 an acre.

But Mr. Harding shattered | 
that riposte quickly.

"You're sure getting taken 
by the contractors then." he 
said, pointing out B.C. Hydro 
was paying up to $1,400 an

a ere for land clearing along 
the projected shoreline.

"To compare the two is j 
ridiculous." shot back Pro- j 
mier Bennett. He said B.C. 
Hydro had to clear rocky land 
that, was not suitable for 

j agriculture.
j Mr. Harding popped up 
* gleefully again.

"All they do is lake a chain| 
saw. cut down the trees and 
burn them. They don't have to 
pull out stumps like the 
farmers have to do," he said.

In any event, he said, if it 
costs B.C. Hydro an average 
of $500 to clear land along the 
shoreline "then by golly the 
farmer is entitled to that sum 
of money plus the original 
purchase price of the land."

Premier Bennett promised 
he would take Mr. Harding’s 
complaints before Hydro 
directors but pointed out that j 
600 properties have been 
purchased by negotiation and 
only five so far have had to 
lie expropriated because 
agreement on price could not 
he reached.
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Dramatic Verbal Slugfest 
Pits Gibson vs. Bennett

PvomiiT Bonnett and Gordon 
Gibson verbally slugged it out 
toe-to-toe in a dramatic row 
Friday that sucked both gasps 
and chuckles out of veteran 
MLAs and visitors in the 
galleries.

Both men, the most volatile 
personalities in the House and 
long-time ]>olitical opponents, 
alternated between blunt insults 
and praise for each other.

The tensely-watched clash

• Premier Bennett hurl 
more „ elect ion threats at the 
opposition and another threat of 
a floor-defeat for the federal 
Liberal government:
• Mr. Gibson suggest the 

premier was mentally ill and 
should drop dead;
• The premier counter with 

a suggestion that Mr. Gibson 
was intoxicated in a television 
appearance.

“This is the first time in a 
month here that I’ve had the 
pleasure of seeing the premier 
in his scat when I speak,” Mr. 
Gibson said as the House 
considered the premier's office 
estimates including his $20,000 
salary.

The Liberal MLA repeated his 
eartfc-r vitriolic attack that the 
premier was bullying North 
Vancouver residents into voting 
Socred by denying a second 
bridge to the area and refusing 
to answer a Vancouver Board of 
Trade letter on the subject. 
DISGRACE

“It’s a disgrace,” he stormed 
| after committee chairman Wil­

liam Speare told him several 
times to avoid personal refer­
ences to the premier.

“You’re getting too high for 
this world,” Mr. Gibson roared 
at Mr. Bennett. “You should be 
getting on to the next one.”

I saw you on TV the other 
night and you were pretty high 
yourself,” the premier shot 
back in his only interruption.

Over Mr. Spcare’s objections, 
Mr. Gibson continued that the 
legislature has only one hold 
over the premier and that was 
withholding his salary (which 
would bring down the gov­
ernment).

“He doesn't need it — it's just 
peanuts —' but it’s the power he 
wants,” said Mr. Gibson.
‘WORK FOR PEOPLE’

“If you would just work for 
the people I would gladly give it 
to you because you are an able 
man.

"But I would like an assur­
ance that you are not only 
feeling all right physically but 
that mentally you’re all right.”

Attorney-General Robert Bon­
ner leaped to his feet and 
bitterly criticized the attack as 

iamentary. David Barrett I

fNDP—Dewdncy) shouted into 
the growing din “The premier 
was pretty low too” in reference 
lo the earlier play on the word 
“high.”

J. Donald Smith (SC—Vic­
toria) hotly denounced Mr. 
Gibson’s attack, while Mr. 1 
Speare tried to restore ordef. 
standing up himself at one point jr 
as he pounded his gavel.

“I have the right to criticize,” ih 
maintained Mr. Gibson.

“Hear, hear,” applauded Pre-i? 
mier Bennett.

J SURPRISE
'} "Thank you,” responded Mr. ; 

II GiBson with some surprise.
“I give you credit for being a 

bigger man than I thought.
_____ | : Right now the attorney-general

sitting beside you looks a little \ 
^ smaller man," he added.

“I still want to discuss your.
. attitude but I'll put it in a 
/ ' kinder way . . . your planning, 

your scheming ... to dominate < 
the people, not govern.”

Mr. Gibson said he resented 
all the election hints thrown out 
by the premier at the session 
because he was only half-way 
through his term.

“You've got a job to do before 
you have a right to call an 
election and you haven't done it 
yet, especially for the lower 
mainland.”

-■ He said the premier’s refusal 
; ; to meet the Vancouver trake 

;“-j§r group to discuss a second 
crossing was “an absolutely 

gv indecent threat.
M* STALL ELECTION

V , “I hope you will stall this 
until you have made

■■ ■-elect Gibson.
“Look at it, it’s heavy card- b ' ‘ 

boa I'd ... it must be the most l 
expensive campaign poster ever ’ 
seen in B.C.," cried"Mr. Bennett ! 
triumphantly.

“I paid my own dollars for reB 
it,” roared Mr. Gilison, who >*$ 
became a millionaire in theftl 
logging business.

"I know you did and you 
earned them,” said Mr. Bennett 
in a soft tone. “And I admire 
you for it.

"I never criticize individuals.
I just criticize policies.”

Then the premier apologized 
for his earlier heckle.

‘If I hurt your feelings a few [j 
minutes ago, I apologize, my 
friend, and I mean my friend,

“Thank you,” said Mr. 
Kgy Gibson, then with a sigh he

added : “No wonder you get re-..Si elected."
Suddenly switching tone and • I 

[Volume again, the premier h1 
! picked up his attack on the l u , 
[Liberal party.
! He said both the provincial ÉÊ 
and federal Liberals are afraid | 
of facing the voters again, and 
made a double-edged allusion to. g 
a provincial election and a ‘ 
federal one that could be forced j 

gjgjif the federal Socreds vote -J 
against the government.

"ivi election
arrangements with (the board 
and Greater Vancouver civic 
leaders) to discuss this.”

Premier Bennett, rising to 
reply, said he always liked to 

__ listen to Mr. Gibson "because 
| he’s one of the best business­

men in this House.”
He said the Liberals were so 

jittery with “election-itis” that | 
they were inconsistent.

"If I took the stand that a 
premier of this province was 
losing his grip and was con­
trolled by an outside group, I’d 
want election tomorrow,” he 
shouted waving his arm at the 
Liberals.

“I’d want it at once!
“But the Liberals are talking 

out of both sides of the mouth 
at the same time.” j

He said he was accused of 
trykiTto bribe and Ixilly people j 

Ito vote for the Socrcds, then 
dived under his desk to brings
out a large, election poster used j
by Mr. Gibson several electrons |

1 Tie waved it around 
lit up for the press 8alJ,<H7‘°I 
I IT the words: "More Govern-j 
Intent Dollars Were SP" "]

FEAR GRIPS GIUTS
“Fear grips the Liberals,” h« 

shouted.
"I know that there ave T j 

Liberal ministers here tfor thejHfl 
provincial wing’s convention in! 
Victoria) and my advice to T ' 
them is to get back to Ottawa ! J. | 
quickly because defeat faces. 
them soon, too.

I "I make a prediction that in- « 
the next federal election the ;£*,;■ .* 
Liberal party • will be defeated 
and it won’t rise again for ther"i',-.f 
next 20 years,” he stormed.

This was part of his answer to&yj 
Liberal Leader Ray Perrault *SHf® 
demands that the premier end a 09 
"scandalous situation.” He re-ti 
quested Kinar Gunderson ta ; 29? fr 
Socred party fund raiser and 
ioffical of several Crown cor- ; i 
iporations), to drop one role orf ■ 
the other to eliminate a conflict ; - j 
of interest.
MOONLIGHTING

"I ask the premier, would her 
sit idly by if the head of TCA,f 
or the CNR or the J3ank of| 
Canada collected funds for the®
Liberal Party on a moonlight j , 
basis?” asked Mr. Perrault.

“The time to clean things up g 
is right at home,” Mr. Bennett | 
charged back.

‘The Prime Minister of Can-j 
ada said recently that he I 
appointed certain men to theg 
Senate because they collected | 
funds for the Liberal party.

“In the Senate appointed byg 
the Liberals it was senators who| 
collect money for the Liberal | 
party and who are directors of | 
chartered banks who vetoed the |
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|Bank of B.C.
“If you want to clean up ■

|start with the Liberal party."
____ Alan Mac f aria ne (L — Oak
HBay) wouldn't let the Gunderson 

B issue die.
He said every time the 

3 premier is asked about the 
j; matter, he makes a political 
| speech and doesn't answer.

"I will. Mr. Gunderson is 
|going to stay," the premier said 
| emphatically.

David Barrett (NDP Dewd- 
Jney) jeered both Liberals and 
BSocreds over the Gunderson

“It's always interesting to 
watch these lovers' quarrels,

| lie laughed. He said both parties 
if were jealous about the use of 

the same "bagmen” and 
f “political machines."

“They collect money f r o m £
| certain sources for the federal 
; Liberals and from the same 
t sources for the provi .ial 
j’ Socreds. You know, if you keep 
i subjecting them to this strain 
| you will give them a nervous I breakdown."

As backbenchers heckled him, j? : 
|Mr. Barrett responded:

“I'm not jealous of your! B| v 
J bagmen but I hate this because M 

' it corrupts politicians."
The legislature finally passed u «Eggc ! 

Ey the premier's estimates after 
Nalmost five hours of debatcifflffil 
r| Thursday night and Friday!
I afternoon. They totalled $76,2691 
| for his salary, office staff, 
ij supplies and expenses.

Fisheries Minister 
Necessary in B.C.
A provincial department of 

fisheries headed by its own 
cabinet minister was advocated 
Friday as a necessary first step 
towards revitalizing the industry 
in B.C.

The submission was made by 
a 30-strong delegation from the 
United Fishermen and Allied 
Workers Union at a special 
legislative committee meeting. 

$ .@| The brief, presented by Sec- 
glretary-Trea surer Homer 
PI Stevens, said that the 1966-67 

! estimates of such a department 
should be at least $2 million. 

‘I The estimates proposed in the 
provincial budget provide only 
$32,872 for the commercial 
fisheries branch of the Recrea­
tion and Conservation Depart-

Among the objectives of 
fisheries department, the union 
listed :

Development of an offshore 
fishing fleet capable of compet­
ing with all foreign nations 
operating in the Pacific Ocean 

A training program for future

v

. fishermen

•-> - • ' • • '

and re-training
■

program for present-day fisher-j 
men;

Development of spawning pro-f] 
jeots and other programs aimed | 
at raising the salmon potential! 
catch to 300 million pounds if 
instead of the present 95 million | 
pounds;

Licensing of both sport and 11 
commercial salt water fisher-(j 
men.

HYDRO BANS 

CIGARETTE ' 
DISPLAYS

B.C. Hydro will stop adver­
tising cigarettes on its transit 
buses as soon as the current 
display contracts run out.

Premier Bennett told the 
legislature that he had taken 
up the suggestion at the last 
session and asked B.C. Hydro B 
directors to discontinue they1 
advertisement cards but was 
told existing contracts could 
not be broken.

However, they will not 
renewed, he said.

Bennett Right 
On House Rules

: -

Sweet vindication was tasted 
I by Premier Bennett Friday who 
: J had been accused ot trying to 
I change the parliamentary rules 
| two weeks earlier.

It turned out that he just 
I knew the rules better than the 
I legal experts here.

Speaker William Murray in- 
Iformed the legislature that the 
■world’s foremost authority on 
| parliamentary procedure agreed 
■with the premier’s interpréta­
is tion of the rules when he made 
| his famous snap election threat.

Sir Barnett Cocks, clerk of 
I the British House of Commons, 
Iwas asked to review the dispute 
I over the rules and his judgment 
I paralleled the premier’s in-
■ terpretation, the speaker 
| announced.

The procedural wrangle began
■ when Premier Bennett cut off 
1 Man Macfarlane (L — Oak 
S Bay) by drawing the speaker’s 
jg attention to the clock which was 
Bat automatic 6 p-m. adjoum- 
I ment time.

Opposition members and the 
| speaker's staff agreed that the

budget debate itself had died on 
the order paper because no one 
had adjourned it before the 
recess.

Technically, this meant that 
the cue for resuming debate — 
an order putting “Adjourned 
debate on the (budget) motion 
• • — was not on the Friday
night order paper when the 
house resumed after 8 p.m.

In between, the premier had 
told the speaker that it should 
be on the order paper because 
the budget debate continued 
“until disposed of" according to 
the wording of its own motion.

Mr. Murray said the crucial 
words “until disposed of" 
troubled him and he wrote to 
Sir Barnett who said this 
situation was well known to the 
mother of parliaments and the 
wording prevented the budget 
debate motion from dying on 
the order paper — just as the 
premier had contended.

Mr. Murray said he was 
drawing the judgment to the 
legislature’s attention because it 
was important to remove the 
erroneous precedent.

Hard-Of-Hearing 
May Save $25 
On Phone Costs

About 700 hard-of-hearing tele­
phone subscribers may be saved 
$25 a year as a result of dis­
cussion in the legislature Friday.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East) said that number 
of B.C. residents pay a monthly 
$1.25 surcharge for either volume 
controls or flashing lights on 
their telephones because of their 
handicap.

| He asked if this charge could 
be abolished as it had been in 
Manitoba.

Premier Bennett said he had 
been advised by Attorney-general 
Robert Bonner that the request 
will he made through the federal 
board of transport commission­
ers which sets telephone rales.
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HYDRO DENIES BRIBE

Suspicions
Strengthened

Opposition Leader Robert Strachan Friday said a 
B.C. Hydro denial strengthened suspicions that there
was an attempt to “buy" off, then blacklist an elec- 
trivian.

hfs continued refusal to olicy lS 
structions regarding the parking 
of his automobile.

| “The firing of the foreman! 
was not at any time used as an I 
explanation for the subsequent 
refusal of the men to continue 

! their work.
| “As the men in question had 

themselves unreliable

| He made the charge after a 
W letter by B.C. Jlydro co-chair- ; 
■ man Hugh Keenleyside was filed! 
Win the legislature by Premier] 
jgvi Bennett.

d The letter was written in reply j 
|S to reports of allegations read j 

to the House the previous day] 
H| by Mr. Strachan. In it a “Mr.

Priest” wrote that his son wasl 
r%j offered a $l,500-a-month job] 
y*, when he complained that work- ] 

ing conditions on the Mica Creek j 
Jg dam were not safe.

\. Mr. Priest claimed his son 
■8 i twice tried to he demoted from 
H ! foreman and finally quit over 

; ,v ■ the complaints along with' 15 
-others in his crew. He then wasl 
• blacklisted from work on any 
! B.C. Hydro job for 10 years.

I" Dr. Keenleyside’s letter, read] 
B. by the premier, said:

workers

proved
and had violated their agree-1 
ment they will not. for the 
present time at least, be re­
considered for re-employment.

I There was no mention of 10 
years or any other length of

TEMPORARY BASIS
Dr. Keenleyside also quoted 

a letter front the provincial in­
spector of electrical energy i 

I staling electrical installations in 
tJie tunnel “have been judged to 

I l>e acceptable on a temjjorary 
basis" and “at this lime we 
do not have any record of un­
satisfactory installations" at 
the site.

Mr. Strachan said the B.C. 
Hydro reply did not make any 
point-blank denial that working 
conditions were unsafe or that: 
an employment blacklist exist-1

j “The 15 electrical 
I quit without warning on Jan. 28.

! They complained about the toilet I 
j conditions at the tunnel entrance 

7 and this the resident manager 
j undertook to correct at once.

“They also demanded sub- 
j sidies for living in trailers. This 
was not provided in the agree­
ment under which they were 

-1 hired and was refused.
'j “They said nothing at the time | 

S about safety conditions.
•CAUSE FOR DISMISSAL 

*1 “In addition to the 15 elec- i 
;1 trical workers, a foreman, a Mr. h

mk <■-

f • v

mmif

il t : - -

a- . ÿ ‘



MONDAY, MARCH 7, 1966 I

SHBHbBb

Salmon Bootleggers 
Rapped by Troller 
At Fishing Hearing

A Sidney trailer today told a fishing bonanza on the west 
_jMLAs that “game hog" sports;coast of Vancouver Island and 
B? fishermen sell their catches as take home as much as 700 

8 : a bootleg o|ieration duringjpounds of salmon.
.’«closure periods affecting com- "I have talked to a Yank who 

PPM mercial fishermen. . stated he really enjoyed his
■1 : • TU. i„n nmrfe hv visit 10 <*» country •« he and

■n The accusation was made by . . . . . . ,;n,inn„n,inn(lone other man on his yacht had Richard Larson, an independent : . . , , . ,, u v • l tvhn’caught 67 coho and Chinook; fisherman living in Sidney, who 6
appeared before a special legis­
lative committee inquiring into 

&, the fishing industry.
Mr. Larson said commercial 

( fishermen are policed closely to 
■'.' ensure they observe the 

closures but any sports fisher- 
11$; man can sell his catch by 

■ obtaining a licence at nominal 
cost.sSpHr

SEySjSapft- true sportsman 
■f i lot who should 

S. 1 hogs,” he said.

‘T have no quan*el with the 
but there is a 

be called game

' ; He also told the committee — 
r,-.-I- which is looking into a sug­

gestion that licences be required 
i for salt water sport fishing, 
t particularly by Americans — 
V jlihat many U.S. yachtsmen reap 

"/p:

ialmon in two days at Stewart 
Isle,” he said.

He added that the visitor told 
him the trip hardly cost him 
anything as he had a diesel 
engine enabling him to fuel and 
provision in Seattle for the 
foray deep into Canadian fishing 
waters.

Mr. Larson also criticized 
local sports fishermen.

He said a Victorian bragged 
to him of catching 55 pink 
salmon in one day in Saanich 
Inlet.

‘T asked him what he did 
with them," he recounted.

‘‘His reply was: ‘I gave a 
couple of the better ones away 
and buried the rest in tin 
garden’.”

City Council 
'Too Slow' For 
Centre Aid

Victoria was too slow on a I 
government offer to pay Half ^ 
the cost of a convention centre, | 
Premier Bennett indicated Fri-|

He was asked by Donald | 
Smith. Victoria Socred MLA, 
whether any further considera­
tion is being given to an offer | 
several years ago by the gov-| 
emment to pay half the cost if| 
the city went ahead with the| 
convention centre.

The offer was not accepted! 
at that time. The premier said | 
Victoria is well treated by the | 
government, pointing out the| 
new museum and money spent | 
through the Capital Improve-1 
ment District Commission.

i— ■:.... ------------------------
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AUTOMATION 
NOT CUTTING 

PUBLIC JOBS
Computers and labor-saving 

machines working for the pro­
em vincial government have so 

& far meant more employees to 
gtü handle the work turned out. 

Premier Bennett said Monday 
m he legislature.

‘‘People say they cut down 
staff. As minister of finance 
I say it’s not true. They do 
the work with more dispatch.

"We're not reducing any 
men; we’re increasing.

In all the years we have 
been in government we have 
never had more computers or 
machines, and last year we 
had a bigger increase in staff 
than any previous year,” the 
premier said.
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Socred Bagman Follow-Up 
Alleged in Purchase Fray
By JOHN MIKA 

Times Legislative Reporter
The Jones case burst again in§ 

the legislature Monday with 
new' twist—a suggestion that it| 
involved E i n a r Gunderson, 
Social Credit party fund chair­
man and top government 
officer.

Premier Bennett ignored re­
peated demands for an inquiry Pjpj 
or a full explanation of why the | ■
government left unchallenged G.
E. P. Jones’ claims that Mr. 
Gunderson kept tabs on govern­
ment contracts.

Mr. Jones was fired last 
session without explanation 
after nine years as chairman of 

jthe government purchasing K ] 
commission.

His discharge came 
government bill passed by the 
Socred majority against the five f- ' 
Liberal ML As after the NDP Ü1L 
walked out in a body. It was an 
unprecedented protest against 
the refusal to hold a legislative 
hearing as requested by Mr. | 
Jones.

Subsequently, Mr. Jones! 
launched an unsuccessful civil | 
suit against the premier.
SLUSH FUND

8 David Barrett (NDP—Dewd-I 
ney) revived the controversy B 
during finance department esti-I 
mates by reading excerpts from I 
a radio interview last July ini 
which Mr. Jones said Mr. I 
Gunderson asked for informa-1 
tion about companies bidding on I 
government contracts "to get I 
money for the Social Credit | 
slush fund.’

Gordon Doweling (NDP— I 
Burnaby) recalled that it was!
Mr. Gunderson who screened! 
and recommended Mr. Jones | 
for the job 10 years ago.

"I'd like to know just what I 
were the reasons for Mr. Jones | 
disappearing from the scene 1 
and his abrupt retirement,” he| 
said.

"Was it due to he and Mr. I 
Gunderson having a falling out I 
over campaign funds or some-| 
thing?

"It Is time we had a little! 
more inquiry into the whole $ 
field between government busi­
ness and political contribu-1 
lions,” Mr. Doweling said.

! Alan Macfarlanc (L —O a k | 
Bay) hammered repeatedly at 1 
the premier to order an inquiry I 

| or give an explanation but he j 
j was met by silent glares.

"This can't be allowed to be I 
I laid to rest,” Mr. Macfarlane | 
j warned.
] "At this point of time, there is I 
j no denial of the allegations and I 
I we can have nothing but have!
I the province believe the allega-|
| lions when the premier and the I 
|attorney-general beside him site 
tj in their seats and do nothing, 
j "I think it’s disgraceful. Bull 
jit's typical of this government I 
that they should fail to com-F

fg "The people of this province

I can do nothing but believe the ijj 
worst about this government, 
the worst about Mr. Gunderson 

/ 'and the worst about the premier j 
k ! and attorney-general."
| Then Mr. Macfarlane de-Up 
|jj manded to know what orders Wg '.

Ifor an investigation the premier Ff* 
gave Attorney-General Robert p": 
Bonner when he heard about the ;• >.. 

™ broadcasts.
I Mr. Bennett’s only reply to^.-Wj 
Mr. Macfarlanc was that Mr. «Brel 
Bonner took an oath of office asx • 
a 11 orney-general "and he's ! 
responsible for law enforce- OK- 

: | ment. The premier doesn’t . '
: I interfere in any way . . . and;:.,
H doesn’t order anything of the 
kj attorney-general."

TURN HIS BACK
"That 's a very unsatisfactory MBS! 

answer." replied Mr. Macfar-j- g 
lane. "The premier is the leader j. 3 
of this government and he'spk- 
responsible to see to it that all||jg 
these important matters are 
taken care of."

The premier spun his seat 
away from Mr. Macfarlane. 1 
bringing a taunt that "it's notœg 
good enough for the premier tofraBj 
turn his back."

Mr. Barrett quoted a radio 
interview between Vancouver 
broadcaster Roy Jacques and 
former purchasing commission 
chairman G. E. Jones, at 8:10 
a.m. July 7. 1965. He filed a 
copy with the clerk of the

Mr. Jones was asked about 
things he and government ad­
visor Einar Gunderson are 
alleged to have discussed, par-

Iticularly the names and bids of * 
persons or companies involved 
I with the commission.

Mr. Gunderson, who heads the J 
«Social Credit campaign fund,
! asked for the information "to 
j get money for the Social Credit 
j slush fund.” according to Mr.
|Jones.
; Mr. Barrett read from the 
| transcript and quoted Mr.
|Jacques as saying the fund 
referred to is the B.C. Free 
Enterprise Education Fund.

Mr. Jacques asked if Jones 
had evidence that certain com­
panies had been approached and 
had in fact contributed.

"Yes." the former purchasing 
agent was quoted.

"On several occasions I was 
called and asked if certain 
awards were made and if so to 
whom."

| NOTHING WRONG
He said that this information! 

-was public after awards were|
| made and he could see nothing | 
i wrong with divulging it.

Later, callers asked Jones if|
| he was aware of the Free!
1 Enterprise Education F un d . 1 
E Some were “outraged, he |

"Some companies have asked!
I me if there was anything II j could do to have the dogs called |

Off" Jonefsarn.
I Mr Barren v ent on :

« "These things hat e been said IMB 
lover the air.

"If they are not true I wouldH 
expect the government to deny 
them and launch a suit against’ --M 
Jones.

“If they are true, they are, Æ 
very serious allegations.

"If they are not denied thisjjfsHi 
House should call together 
commission to investigate just 
what happened.

"How does a person like 
Gunderson get in a position 
where he can get information of 
the purchasing commission?
Does information like this leave 
doubts in the public mind? Is 
Gunderson a member of the 
purchasing commission?" Mr.
Barrett asked.

F

.

BACKFIRED
The member then described|

I another part of the radio ]
H program, in which Jones told of j 

a man who complained that his f 
$25,000 contribution to the fundj 
had "backfired."

He said the man was badger- 
ing a junior buyer and asked to -- ■
speak to Jones in private. The! 
man said he did not "contribute yjjf 
$25,000 to the Socred barrel justttj 
to be brushed off by some jj$| 
young buyer punk wet behind 
the ears."

Jones said the man asked him I
to do something about it. ‘If H 
you can t help me I’m going to ^ 
see Bob." he was quoted.

Jones said he elicited from 1 
the man that he meant Attorney- d 
General Robert Bonner, to 
whom he offered to take the

The ex-purchasing commis- 
sioner said he wrote to Mr k 
Bonner telling him what had| 
happened, but had never 
ceived acknowledgment.

Mr. Barrett asked the House! 
if the memo actually exists. ® 
were the statements made and 
what action did the government H

Later. Mr. Bonner denied any XJ 
knowledge of the matter until jjgl 
Mr. Barrett brought it up. Hervij 
said there was no record of any 
such memo as Jones suggested 
he wrote, that his files had been •> 
searched and his staff was X 
unable to find a trace of it.

In questions on the finance1̂ 
minister’s estimates Mr. Bar-T 
rett asked the premier if he did g 
not feel it incumbent upon 
cabinet minister, having | 
received such information, tog 
inform the premier of it.
FULL CONFIDENCE 

Mr. Bennett said he could not| 
speak for his cabinet ministers, | 
but added, "I have full confi-| 

jdence in the ministers."
In his first response to Mr. I 

Barrett’s questioning, Premier|
Bennett said that one would! 
have thought if there was any9 
complaint by Mr. Jones he| 
would have gone to the premier!
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Ihance minister response 
for the purchasing commission.

••In all the years, Mr. Jones 
never made any complaint to 
me at any time.", he said, 
adding that deputy finance 
minister Gerald Bryson had not 
received any complaints either. 
OPEN BIDDING

Mr. Bennett recounted his 
orders when he became premier 
that had led to establishment of 
open bidding records on govern­
ment contracts which he said 
had saved the province millions 

\ of dollars.
“That’s my answer," he said 

to Mr. Barrett.
The next few minutes saw 

Mr. Bennett popping up to 
answer a rapid series of 
questions from Mr. Barrett as 
they came.

Q — Did the premier receive 
any memo from Jones?

A — “No memo at any time 
was brought to my attention."

Q — Did he know of Gunder­
son's discussions with Jones. 
about government contracts? | 

A — “I have no understanding
' ‘ any

persons having discussions.”
Q — Did Gunderson have any j 

special rights with respect to ] 
the purchasing commission?

A — “He has no special rights ] 
with respect to the purchasing;] 
commission?

A — "He has no special right 1 
over Tom Jones or Bill Henry” if 
(apparently another way of If 

■■'.■■.'J? saying Tom. Dick or Harryt.
Q — What does the premier | 

jkït'ÿî think of Mr. Jones’ public |
| assertions of a serious situation a 

in government policy and if 1 
untrue why didn’t he take him gj 
to court ?

A — “I think any person in a \ 
free society should be able to! 
make any statement."

Q — Is Mr. Jones slandering j 
the government?

A — “I’m not a ns we ring | 
about Mr. Jones."

Q — Does Mr. Gunderson J 
have the premier’s permission* 
to sniff around the purchasing | 
commission?

A — “The answer is no."
Q — Then whose permission | 

did Mr. Gunderson have?

A — “Nobody's that I know!
| of.'

Mr. Bennett finally com-1 
I plained of the cross-examination I 
I atmosphere and said ‘this isn't | 

i courtroom, surely.'
“The premier has often saidS 

8 the legislature is the courtroom i>;
| of the people," shot back Mr.1 
I Barrett. “If these allegations^
I are not tested in a courtroom I 
| then certainly they must be^
8 tested here.”

Highways Minister P. A. j 
I Gaglardi also objected to the I 
I tone of the questioning as “dirty |
8 politics” only to have Mr. [ 
j Barrett recall that, "his name is|
] not free from the allegations."

“We’ve had enough attacks on£ | 
]the minister of highways."
] responded Premier Bennett. 
"We had them three years ago 

3 and they ended in nothing.”
Mr. Barrett filed a copy of 

I the broadcast transcript after a 
parting shot at the Socred 

] backbenchers whom he do­
ji scribed as “a sea of nameless 
] faces that refuses to recognize 
|what is going on

'Let Safety 
Begin 
At House'

: The B.C. government was g 
| urged Monday to insist on ex-1 
jj tensive safety devices in auto-1 
| mobiles ordered for official use, j 
I forcing manufacturers to pro- h 
I duce safer cars for everyone.

David Barrett (NDP-Dewd-I 
l cited the U.S. government's rj 
i auto safety policy, which forces ^ 
} manufacturers to build in a | 
| number of safety features such § 
i]as scat belts and roll bars.

Makers have complied he-B 
I cause they are competing with I 
| other car builders, he said. If P 
I the B.C. government insisted on! 
I hydraulic bumpers, roll bars, ji 
■ shoulder-lap belts, complete in-1 
I temal padding, collapsible steer-1 
14ng columns, recessed knobs and 6 
P door handles, it would be a | 
|*!stepfonvard for everybody.’

PREMIER 
\ TOASTS 

)LD NED
B.C. patriarch of the legis-l 

lature Monday .received theft 
best wishes of the premier jj 
and opposition leaders in ai 
desk-thumping happy birthday 1 
salute.

Ned DeBeck was 83 years I 
old and in his 18th year as! 
clerk of the legislature.

Premier Bennett said at the I 
opening of the house there 1 
Is much talk these days of I 
the age at which people in | 
high office should retire. » «

“It’s not the age that I 
counts; It’s the spirit,” he|

Driftwood Pulp Plans 
Unveiled by 2 Firms

Two companies revealed plans 
| Monday for clearing beachwood 
land floating driftwood from 
;] Vancouver Island’s coastline 
is and parts of the mainland

Both made their submissions 
| to the legislature’s forestry 
| committee which has been 
J holding hearings on feasibility 
I of salvaging driftwood for pulp 
I processing.

The two companies suggested 
■they might need some amend­
ement of the present wood
■ salvaging regulations to enable
■ them to dispose of “marked" 
Slogs owned by logging com- 
I panics that would be picked up 
lin their operations.

Beachwood Recovery Com­
pany Ltd., largest of the two 
groups, said it was willing to 
invest $2.75 million in a ship 
which would pick up the salvage 
material, run it through chip- 
pers and dump the chips into 
barges for transport to pulp 
mills.

Canadian Wood Reclamation 
proposed to operate a chipper 
on a barge which would not be 
able to go out into rough waters 
as the BRCL ship would.

Bruce Irvine, of Canadian! 
Wood Reclamation, said that his I 
firm intended to operate along 
the east coast of Vancouver 
Island and the Gulf Islands. He 
estimated it would cover some 
500 miles of shoreline.

Gordon Gibson, committee 
member and millionaire logger, 
pointed out that B.C. has some 
15,800 miles of coastline and 
both firms could operate with­
out undermining each other.

The proposals were discussed

|BCE TIDYING-UP BILL I 

IINTED BY PREMIER
Two statutes dealing with takeover of B.C. Electric In 

1961 may be joined on the province’s law books by a third, 
Premier Bennett indicated Monday.

Gordon Doweling (NDP—Burnaby) told the legislature 
that despite the two bills passed by the House, before and 
after a court judgment dealing with the action, there still 
is doubt about the status of B.C. Hydro.

“There never has been a proper clearing up of the take­
over," he said.

‘‘There may be a bill this session,” interrupted Mr. 
Bennett.
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'NOTHING TO PERMIT THE TAXING OF CROPS' j

Strachan Slams Tree Tax 
As Beyond Present Laws

A call to bring "sanity" to thelj 
courts, of revision and appeal| 
for property assessments 
B.C. was issued in the lcgis-l 
la turc Monday by Opposition )9 
Leader Robert Strachan.

He said current ix>licy 
"beyond the law there 
nothing in the law to permit 1ho|->J 
taxing of crops."

That • is what is hapiteninu(^^^5 
with lands that have timber 

| stands, even though they a re ppp 
I not being exploited by the 
■ owners, who simply prefer to 
I live on treed land for the 
|atmosphere and henuty, he said.

He asked tfie premier what 
I qualifications an assessment re- 
I vision hoard must have, how the 

members are appointed and 
who appoints them.

"The court of revision and

Iprojx'rty taxes generally are 
causing a great deal of concern 

my constituency,” Mr.
|Strachan said.

Some land owners had had as 
much as a nine-fold increase in 
assessment, he said, challenging 
the right of an assessor to 
increase assessment liecause of 
the trees on the land.

"This is a growing crop. You

don't assess a farmer for tïïêj 
crop growing on the land." A j 
farmer doesn't know whether hej 
ever will harvest his crop, 
which may be overcome by I 
natural disaster, storm or fire [ 
Mr. Strachan said.
BEATTY SPOTS

The leader said he feared the 
desolation of I «entity spots on I 
the Island because of policies| 
that are forcing owners tol 
harvest their trees. The! 
"assessment ijolicy is destroy-! 
ing the beauty," he said.

The complaints come fromf

(parcels of anywhere from 5-50jj 
acres, he said.

"As long as no one complains,

I you keep upping the assess-1 
ment," he told the premier. | 

"When you do get complaints.
|you ease off a hit."

"Give me the name of the v

I individual assessor." Premier 
Bennett said. "That is against| 
all government instructions.1 

Mr. Strachan said courts off

I revision do an inadequate job| 
throughout the province.

He felt there would be manyj 
B more appeals "if the general |

I public felt they could get; a| 
fairer hearing.”
Vancouver had some of the I 
biggesi volume of assessment | 
appeals, he said — 500-600 a li 
year.On one occasion the city of|L__ 
Vancouver appealed 176 assess- 
ments and won 175 of them.HSH 
against "fairly wealthy and® 
large land - holders like thetT 
CPK." he said.

"This indicates that the courtH|

Iuf appeal system is wrongH8™ 
somewhere," Mr. Strachan said.[7|

The premier replied thatBH| 
timber taxing is under active 

study now and that somejffl| 
changes may be made.
He noted that all the Provin"L™KlB 
studying the

Ices arc 
system.

BENNETT CLAIM:

Tax Experts Red-Faced 
After Misrepresentation

People from the Canadian, fund and they were not applying 
Tax Foundation went away (the home-owner grant to either 
from the premier’s office re- education or to aid to munici- 
cently with red faces.

They appear to be using the 
wrong figures to representto

IB.C.’s financing, Premier Ben­
nett said Monday in the legis­
lature.
He was challenged by Liberal 
leader Ray Perrault to explain 
why total per capita debt in 
B.C. is the highest in Canada, 
a c c ording to just-published 
figures of the foundation,

"The foundation may get their

I figures from the dominion 
bureau of statistics,” Mr. Ben­
nett said.

*1 don’t say they try to get

I wrong figures, but when they 
were in the office the other day, 
to put it mildly their faces were 

a bit red.”
The premier said the CTFj

I men did not know that direct 
debt is balanced by a ginkinj

palities.
GROSS AND NET

And he said figures represent­
ing the gross budget of all other 
provinces were used in the 
tables prepared by the found­
ation, but those for net budget 
were used for B.C.

"I’m glad they came out here 
and got educated a bit,” the 
premier said.

Mr. Perrault, who had pointed 
out that B.C. has $812 per 
capita total debt according to 
the foundation, and provides 
less aid to municipalities than 
other provinces, asked the 
premier to commit himself to 
writing the foundation to correct 
its figures.

"We gave it to them directly, 
with pages of reports, and they 
still got it wrong,” the premier 
replied.

I He said it was "completely | 
wrong" to say that B.C. 1su 
setting up no sinking funds.

Mr. Perrault compared liquor 
revenues with what is done for^ 
alcoholism rehabilitation. He ■: 
asked the premier to justify 
getting $19 per capita liquor 
revenue against 10 cents per 
person spent on rehabilitation. 
"I think it constitutes 
scandal.”

The Liberal leader also said 
sales tax reductions should have 
been larger. He suggested the 
premier was ashamed of the 
amounts by categories. That 
was why he has not disclosed 
the numerical savings to the 
people of B.C., he suggested.
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Riding Reform in Five Years 
Bennett Promises House

By JOHN MIKA 
and AB KENT

Another redistribution of cleo!
I total districts in five years was| 
■promised by Premier Bennett $ 
| Tuesday.

“This government, will not ü 
Iwait 10 years or 20 years forg 
1 another redistribution.

“We will have another redis- ^ 
Btribution in five years,” he told ^ 
I the legislature.

His remarks came minutes | 
| before the House gave the| 
g crucial second reading to the I 
leurrent bill which redrafts | 
gprovincial constituencies.

The bill was approved in | 
|principle, 29 to 19, with three * ij 
g.Socred backbenchers v o ti n g | 
|j against, the government and one g 
|NDP member voting with it.

Arvid L u n d e 11 (SC—Revel-1 
| stoke) and Donald Robinson': 
Î (SC—Lillooett), whose seats < i 
I would disappear, combined with |
ÎJames Chabot (SC—Columbia) j: 
|whose riding would be merged^! 
I with two opposition-held areas, [ 
I to produce the biggest back- p 
| bench rebellion in the 14-year | 
g history of the Bennett admini-f 
| stration.

But their stand was offset by I 
iFrank Calder's (NDP—Atlin)| 
I support for the government and! 
I the absence of Lois Haggc-nfe 
|(NDP —G rand Forks-Green-1 
|wood) and Gordon Gibson (L—| 
| North Vancouver) in giving the g 
| government a comfortable mar-§ 
I gin of 10 yeas.

John Tisdalle (SC—Saanich) 1 
F was the only MLA who tried to| 
|ride both horses. He told the! 
a House he would vote against"! 
Isome specific boundary defini-K 
I fi005 when third reading on the If
■ details comes ui>-but he voted! 
[ for the government on the all-1 
8 imjrortant second reading.
I The vote came after seven I 
s hours of debate on second! 
| reading, five last week and two I 
ghouiR Tuesday, for the govern-I 
I ment bill which modifies the! 
1 Angus commission's recommen-l 
g dations and increases the 52-1 
I member legislature by two| 
1 seats.

Premier Bennett slammed!
| back at opposition cries that the 8 
I Kootenay area—which will lose! 
I three seats—will punish the| 
I government at the polls.
j WIN EVER!' SEAT

"It is my opinion that the I 
* Social Credit government, when I 
I the next election comes, will! 
8 win every seat in the Koote-1 
|nays,” he shouted over (he g 
| jeering.

The premier, shouting!
■ throughout his speech, said I
■ previous governments allowed! 
■the Kootenays to "wither on the | 
|vine” and it was only the I

«red government that opened! 
lit up with highways, power! 
projects and other develop-! 
I menu.

He defended the government’s!;
| decision to retain the existing!
■ seven northern seats—instead of g
■ cutting them to five as rccom-f 
I mended by the commission—as |
I the minimum representation I 
gthat an entire half of the g 
I province deserved.

Mr.' Bennett also declared [;
| that eight more MLAs for the I 
«lower mainland proposed by the!
I bill showed that, “no (other) |
| government has been so fair to|
| the lower mainland and the city g 
|of Vancouver in all history."

His final declaration of 
0 further electoral shake-up
■ five years was a surprise and|
| the first reference by a goven-jrj 
B ment minister to future redis- j 
I tribut ion.
I COMPLAINS

Mr. Tisdalle complained bit-| 
Iterly that the government bill| 
Shad undercut all submissions tog 
a the Angus commission because! 
pit enlarged the House to 54|
I members.

“My submission was voided byl 
I the powers that be and I had no|
I chance to read their minds,” hel 
|said, contending he would have| 
■made a n entirely different|
I recommendation if he hadjl 
I known the number of seats!
|would be increased.

He quarrelled with Waldo|
I Skillings (SC — Victoria), who|
| said that the government bill H 
1 "upgraded” the ,commissîon’s[ 
| report.

“I say that if you upgrade I 
I something you downgrade some-| 
U thing else — and that would be| 
! the commission.”

Mr. Tisdalle said “a principle 1 
|has been abdicated (in redraw-! 
ling Saanich constituency into! 
1 Saanich and The Islands) be-g 
|câuse the community centre ofl 
I interest has been shattered and! 
g cast asunder,"

He said he would oppose somel
■ sections of bill’s specific boun-0 
Idary changes but he would 1
I approve of the principle of| 
| redistribution for B.C.

"I would like sometimes to|
■ break from my principles, but l| 
■cannot, even though this is
B tough decision,” he said, a
■ opposition members hooted with| 
g laughter.

“I am in favor of redistribu-l 
jtion, but not in the manner ini 
I which it was carried out.’

Mr. Lundell said the Socredl
■ opponents of the bill were not| 
I acting from selfish motives.

“I am opposing this bill!
■ because the majority of my| 
I riding are opposing it," he said. I

“I am one of that majority! 
land I express the voice of that!
■ majority in this house.”

Leo Nimsick (NDP — Cran-|
■ brook) said the cabinet set!
■ terms of reference that obvi-f 
lously required abolition of! 
I sparsely-populated ridings such! 
Bas Atlin but when northern! 
ISSocreds rebelled “the cabinet!

| broke its own guidelines.”
“This bill is nothing but a| 

6 political manoeuvre to wipe outjj 
I certain opposition seats.

“Just as sure as the prefer-1 
Irential ballot did not save the! 
p (coalition) Liberals and Conser-f 
fvatives in 1952, this bill of f;; 
^gerrymandering will not save! 
ftyou either,” he warned the§ 
9 government.

RETAIN NAME
Don Robinson (SC — Lillooet) 1 

■said the people of his constitu-j 
ency want the boundaries left as

■ they are, or at least to retain! 
| the historic name of Lillooet in| 
I a new constituency.

In a period of balanced! 
| growth in population and indus-1 
•‘trial development in B.C., “why! 
I was it necessary to redistri-i 
I bute?” he asked, agreeing with! 
|a speech of the attorney-general | 
'that said redistribution wasp 
lijmore necessary in 1965 that F 
|today.

“My people say the con-1 
Jjstituency should not be changed | 
|]and until we get something k 
«clear cut on this one, I’m going I 
|to vote against the bill,” Mr. 
gRobinson said.

He said the people of Lillooet! 
iwant some assurance that re-1 
.sources are developed and that! 

•] the legislature has some respect § 
|for the constituency.

“They want the constituency! 
| the way it was, or the way It is § 
|now. Or they want the name| 
|retained," Mr. Robinson said.

“Tell him,” Mr. Squire urged, | 
■indicating the premier.
"'DON’T TELL ME*

“I’ll tell him. I don’t tell youl
■ how to debate, don’t you tell8 
|me," Mr. Robinson said| 
I heatedly.

“Throw some more marsh-1 
I mallows,” Liberal leader Ray| 
3 Perrault called.

The Member for Lillooet |
■ objected that under the bill, the! 
«constituency as an economic | 
I unit would be split up, part! 
Kgoing to West Vancouver, part| 
|to Cariboo and part to Yale.

He noted there had always! 
been a LiMooef constituency, r 

|ever since 1871, and that it|
■ contains generous mineral andl
■ forest wealth and water | 
1 resources.

“Now, in 1966, they wipe my I 
|constituency right off the map! 

one of the richest ml
■ natural resources in the prov-F 
|ince,” Mr. Robinson said.

He quoted from a protesta 
| letter written by constituents, r
■ asking for preservation ofl
■ Lillooet identity, at least byl
■ linking the name with Yale, I
■ adjoining it to the east andl
■ which would absorb part ofl 
[Lillooet “They are not asking| 
[too much,” the member said.
I TAMPERING

Alex Macdonald (NDP —I 
| Vancouver East) said the! 

Sition could have accepted!
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• Angus report, but wo cant ,, j from
along with that kind of g .
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he said, referring
I go
[tampering,
1 to the bill.
8 "We're debating the cold 
l political realism of the Social 
$ Credit movement who've looked 

Jgi to see where they could get the 
Jpfmost political advantage . . • 
withe government was frightened 
rain its boots of the NDP . . .
S they have tried to gerrymander.
Bbut the people have the last I 
B word, and they will be defeated 6 
Eat the polls." Mr. Macdonald* 
H said.

J Donald Smith (SC — 
Victoria) told the members it 
was the opposition that was 
playing politics, that they had 
joined to support the redistribu­
tion report, "blatting like little 

I sheep."
In any case, he suggested, the^ 

redistribution "only affects ther^jg 
northern third of the province™

"Oh, no it doesn’t," someoneH 
on the opposition side sang out.

. . except for a few lines,"® 
Mr. Smith finished.
OPPOSITION HOWLS

rk brought howlsgff

■

5E

the opposition.
'That's what the Kaiser sald| 

about Belgium," an opposition; 
member chortled.

David Stupich (NDP — Na­
naimo and the Islands) ob­
served that all cabinet ministers 
except those for mines and u; 
provincial secretary’s depart- n 
ments had spoken on the [*? 
redistribution bill.

"And the minister otll 
finance," added Finance Minis-1 f| 
ter Premier Bennett.

'I’m expecting him too. I’m 
expecting him to whip the boys 
into line," Mr. Stupich said.

He said the NDP feared 
"political snow joh" was in the 
offing when it was noticed that 
two civil servants were mem­
bers of the royal commission on R|| 
redistribution, but when it wasy§’ 
delivered within the terms of|£^ 
reference the opposition ac-Fgj 
cepted it.

Then when the bill was ' 
introduced, the NDP decided it jl> 
was a "political snow job . . . ||- 
not a proper job of redesigning |s 
the political boundaries of jj& 
B.C.," Mf. gtTjgich.s^id.

LONG LIST

GUARANTEES
DUALITY

il

• ;

Sportsmen 
Ask Fishing 
Preserve

A three-mile offshore reserve 1 
[for sports fishermen in the I 
[Strait of Juan de Fuca and Haro I 
[Strait was urged today before! 
*a special committee of the leg-| 
| islature.

The proposal to restrict opera-1 
Etions of commercial salmon* 
I fishermen here was advanced! 
| by Robert Wright, manager of| 
I Oak Bay Marina and represen-1 
Itative of the Amalgamated Con-i 
Iservation Society. This includes | 
312 organizations interested infj 
1 sport fishing from Sooke to| 
| Cowichan Bay.

Mr. Wright said commercial!

I"net fishermen operating in the! 
Strait of Juan de Fuca have be-g 
come so efficient that they are! 
blamed for the decline in sports | 
fishing catches of salmon.

He conceded barring 
from a three-mile corridor aloi 
the shoreline would cut com-| 
merci al catches here.

But he pointed out it would! 
improve the sports fishing all I 
along the southern Vancouver! 
Island coastline and eommer-g 
oial fishermen could offset local! 
losses by picking up the, in-[ 
creased streams of salmon that! 
would reach the Fraser River | 
area.

"We can harvest in harmony! 
If we manage this fishery re-1 

I source properly," Mr. Wright! 
ltold the committee.

BV

T
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FARMERS: 
GET INTO 
THE CHIPS!

Premier Bennett Tuesday | 
saw no contradiction between L 
a waiting list of applicants J 
and B.C. Ferry Authority's | 
advertisements for help.

"We are always advertising g 
for men even if we have a , 
waiting list," he said in an $ 
interview.

"We want to keep that wait- Ü 
ing list up so we have a good 
selection choice."

Last week, while announc- > 
I ing there would he a general .

Wage increase, he told the leg- 
I islature that working condi- 

tiens were so favorable on the 
( -ferries there was a waiting 
I list for jobs.

' Pli.

A chance for farmers In get 
^ into the chips was seen in the We 
0 legislature Tuesday by Arthur*] 

Tumor (NDP — Vancouver* 
East).

Producing a hag of potato 
chips during debate on Agri-*«^ 
culture Minister Frank Rich-1 
ter's estimates, Mr. Tumor j 
noted that a farmer gets be-1 
tween 150 and $100 a ton for 
potatoes.

As opposition loader Robert BB 
Strachan tasted the chips, Mr. g3*' 
Turner pointed out that the| 
3.5-ounce bag cost 25 cents.

That would make a tc 
worth $2,666, he said.

1

; ft : ;;

Mechanics, 
Technicians 
Needed

jh Dr. Gordon Shrum. ro-chair- [ 
a man of the B.C. Hydro and t 
t/ Power Authority, was a witness 
^•Tuesday before a special legis-%
‘,".;lative committee investigating g 
gE the Dental Technicians Act.

Dr. Shrum was chairman of 
the hoard of examiners of the;1 
act from 1958 to 1965. b

He said the shortage of den- J# 
lists has created a situation 

'... which might be corrected by 
■ 1 supplying more dental nurses, 
l, hygienists, technicians and me- 
& chanics to relieve some of the

Fill !-■ 
SHEIbéB

them!
HIKE SHARE 
FOR WIDOW

A government bill intro- j 
duccd in the legislature Tues- | 
day indicated a rising afflu- [ 
ence or inflation.

It would amend the Admin- I 
istration Act to double the j 
automatic share of a widow j 
to $20,000 in estates where a f 
husband has left no will.

Attorney - General Robert I 
Bonner said the increase is I 
intended to keep pace with 1 
the constantly rising value ofj 

. estates in B.C.

I

>r

burden of technical work.
■ CAN DO WORK

"The making of dentures Is 
|j one important area where it has
■ been demonstrated that techni­
cians can do work which satis- 
|j fies a great number of people," 
1 he said.
1 He suggested legislation he 

implemented tn permit dental 
laboratory technicians and me­
chanics to take impressions and 
make dentures from them. They 
can now only make dentures 
from impressions supplied by 
dentists.

"Very stringent regulations 
and penalties should be set out 
in the act to prevent technicians 
from extracting teeth or per­
forming other dental work," he 
said

Wh
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Surplus Eastern Labor 
Eyed for Farms in

MSI
np.xt M-pe-k to discuss 
problem, he said.

And the minister the 
Stupich for his "er

Liberal leader Ray

nnimo and the Is,amis.... ntini
! the minister in budget debate as 

I . ; saying he thought there was a 
Ej problem in the area of farm 
B labor, said it is tin 
V; minister did more than '

. i think there is a problem
"I think it is time we had a B minister over there who knew 

how to sj>end money,” Mr. 
Stupich said.
'Mr. Richter had let down the 

< agriculture industry, does not 
know its requirements, how to 

: i estimate costs or how to spend 
?£v money, Mr. Stupich charged.

S He pointed to nearly 20 per 
cent underspending of the de- 

apartment’s last budgCt, or 
i||jj $555,137.

| Why then, he asked, should 
there be a shortage of district

Perraultcalled on the government to 
spend some of its "enormous 
surplus—S125 million by 1967” 
—on Fraser Valley flood control ! 
measures as a means of. pro­
tecting crops and property.

Agriculture Minister Frank 
Richter told the legislature 
Tuesday he had considered 
using imported Jamaican farm; 
labor, but he observed there had 
been ‘‘bitter experience" in 
other areas that had imported 
foreign labor.

He said that of 160,00 farm 
workers in Quebec there, was a 
foreseeable requirement up tui 
1980 for only 140.000.

Federal authorities had been ■ 
told by B.C. that some incentive j 

I to farm labor could be provided : 
by offering compensation and f 
unemployment insurance bene­
fits available in other industries, 
he said.

David Stupich (NDP—Na- f

$10,000 Lost to B.C. Economy 
By Farmer Shooting 20 Moose

Mr. Shelford drew^ttentmrTm 
a period in which wolves 
running in packs killed off all 
the game in an area, sometimes 
just for the "fun of killing.”

Randolph Harding (NDP—, 
Kaslo-Slocan) agreed that per­
mitting non-residents to hunt! 
without a guide would be 
opening the door to a lot of j

Recreation and Conservation 
Minister Kenneth Kieman said 
the provision for waiving a 
guide was intended to allow

bag and fly mît, wTiïïe the 
poorer hunter would just have 
to take what he could get.

He said he did not want to see 
a change from a department of 
game management to a depart­
ment of game harvest.
COYOTES BIO GAME?

But he objected to the inclu­
sion of cougar, coyotes and 
wolves in the definition of big 
game, because he felt this 
interferes with the department’s 
predator control porgram, one 
of the most important of its 
functions and one

Â B.C. farmer who shoots 20 
moose on a special permit to 
reduce crop damage deprives 
the economy of $10,000, said 
Cyril Shelford (SC—Omineca) 
Tuesday in the legislature.

He said during debate on a 
new wildlife bill that moose are 
worth $1 a pound if hunted.

Suoh permits, as provided for 
In the bill, should be "held down 
lo a very minimum.” He knew 
of one farmer who shot 18 
moose because they were get­
ting into his hay stacks.
NOT SPORTSMEN

"Unfortunately, a lot of 
people who hunt are not good 
sportsmen,” Mr. Shelford said, 
and suggested that all licensed 
hunting guides be made honor­
ary conservation officers.

The northern member also was 
critical of a provision that 
would allow non-resident hunt-

not being
carried out full he felt.

Board Can Ask 
For Sewer Lines

An omnibus bill amending thcj 
Municipal Act introduced in the 
legislature Tuesday would allow 
municipal councils to build 

without ratepayer ap­
proval under certain 
[stances.

Municipal Affairs 
Dan Campbell said wherever 
the Pollution Control Board!

However, be said such proj­
ects could not be railroaded 
against public wish because a 
vote would be mandatory if 10 
per cent of the affected prop­
erty owners petition for one 

The bill also includes some
sewers

circum-

i i nif would be an unfair ! 
advantage for the rich hunter 
[from across the border, too, he 
jsaid. He could fly to where the

KismiismTi
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HAGGEN vs: RICHTER

Once-in-Lifetime Blast1 

Makes Minister Squirm
i»ha* been made in discovering at 
' way of cleansing the affected •
^Hsoil In Grand Forks.
to “It’s all very well to lambaste
fgjthc minister for this lack of >

; knowledge but I would point out 'Jj 
ûto you that the control of these 

à .chemicals comes under the jSssj 
(federal) food ami drug branch g 

8*. . . it was not the minister's' ^ 
responsibility."

T Later, as the attack con- 
gfa tinued. Industrial Development.

Trade and Commerce Minister '.',v 
fS Ralph Loffmark also rose to !
#4 deny he was trying to defend jg 

Mr. Richter.
R “I only want to assist the 
m House with information,” Mr.
^ Loffmark said.
I He argued that the B.C. 

y» Research Council rs carrying
■ out basic research on soil •/.'£
■ pollution with a U.S. govern- ' 
m ment grant.

S This {minted up the fact that ^
I the problem was a continental ;

■I dilemma which went beyomi | ?!•
■ provincial jurisdiction and re-kÿ; 
Hqulred a co-0|>erative scientific
■ approach.

I Mr. Loffmark also pointed out j. 11
■ that while some problems haveR* ’
■ developed, the modern pesti- H
■ tides have led to huge increases MfljL
■ in agricultural crops.
H Mrs. Haggen held Agriculture 
i ‘ j Minister Richter solely response.;- 
_ * ible for the "Grand Forks ^
■ disaster" about which farmers^
■ have sizzled mutely for a year. ^

I Kept Quiet
SS "Since last February they S 

have kept quiet,” she told the»;*! 
^legislature. She said the closing ;j 

down of dairy farms and ;. | 
quarantine due to pesticide! 152 

fv infestation "might have gotteni eS 
P, adverse publicity” If people had ^ 
p J spoken out.

[I The member repeated an.
1 earlier speech protesting the ijW;

■ lark of ro-o|>eration between MB 
federal ami provincial aRri jiSjfl

H cultural and food and drug j'*
H authorities to solve the problem. M|
M Nothing had been accom-K  ̂
fcgl plished and the farmers wereR’j^ 
M being used as guinea pigs. sheK, 
m said.
'j The tolerable limits of theRg

■ pesticide still are unknown. HE
■ farmers were not compensated H 

for their loss of business during ■
■ J a 36-day shutdown, and although 

Ha provincial agriculture depart-■
MB ment official assured both Mrs.
Bra Haggen and a B.C. Federation EH 
*>jof Agriculture officer that hayfcfj 

bills would be paid, bothH 
[%||| governments refused, the MLAgH

I Farmers followed

By JOHN MIKA 
Times Legislative Reporter

Opposition MLAs pinned Agri­
culture Minister Frank Richter 
to the wall and made him

I
 squirm during an attack they’ve 
never made before on him and 
likely never will again.

It took almost seven hours 
and the help of two other 
ministers to complete his 
$6,026,574 estimates by adjourn­
ment time Wednesday — in 

| sharp contrast to the usual one 
or two hours it has taken in

I
 past years.

The long battle began Tues- 
■day night and was renewed the 
«following afternoon when Mrs.

f
nLois Haggen (NDP — Grand 
JForks-Groenwood) blasted Mr.

I
 Richter for leaving farmers in 
her area in the lurch.

3Round One
The lashing criticism from thej 

legislature’s demure woman 
MLA was unusual and some 
saw it as the opening gun of a| 
fight between her and Mr. ; 
Richter for the seat which theF 
redistribution bill will create as: 
B o u n d a r y-Similkameen by ! 

Emerging their two conatitu- j 
Senties.
3 Several Socred backbenchersj 
«accused the opposition of "start­
ling the election campaign too 
rgearly” as they tried to counter- 

heckle the critics.
8 Opposition spokesmen main-

S
taincd they were tired of seeing 
Mr. Richter

Mrs. Haggen blasted 
jthat he was a "flop" 
'minister because he d: 
provide compensate

do nothing for 
[farmers except underspend his 
estimates to help build the 
provincial surplus account.

The full-scale clash over the 
agricultural department's oper­
ations may be the last seen by 
the B.C. legislature.

Salary Vote
The general redistribution of 

reverse theB.C. scats 
historic balance by giving urban 
areas a majority of seats in 
future and it is not likely that 
so much time will be devôted to 
less than 1 per cent of the 
budget.

Most of the seven-hour fire 
was directed at Mr. Richter’s 
salary vote of $20,000. The 
minister, unused to such grill-

portfolio, interceded in the 
debate.

"While I don't pretend to! 
carry the ball for the minister, 
I am not going to sit quietly by 
and see this type of mis­
informed abuse heaped on the 
minister," he snapped at the

directions
of the government represents-1 

| tive*
Is hack, hack at me,” he burst’ 
out at one point.

Mr. Richter said no one knew 
how to cleanse the soil of 
pesticide pollution at Grand 
Forks and he has turned the 
problem over to a soils advisory 
committee for study. He said it 
would

----- ‘explicitly." one man'
doubling his milk production 
and on the verge of tripling it 

j when he was shut down. Told 
(that his quota would be pro­
jected he later found himself in 
i the position of cutting his^ffijl

;in after the spring

"••Vislsvi

m
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‘You may think the farmers] 
Mrs. Haggen said.]

MODERN LAMENT
are bitter,'
"They have every reason to be 
bitter by the treatment they: 
have received from both the 
provincial and federal govern-! Being Buried 

Under BottlesCruel Things
! Mr. Richter had said cruel 
I things about the farmers, she 
said, blaming them for not 
making an effort to obtain 
"clean feed."

Residual pesticide has been in 
[the ground for years, she said.
I It is likely to remain for many 
more years before farmers may] 
replant feed crops, the member!

"Farmers are in a very sad1 
state now.” They can't get' 
credit at the banks or anywhere\ 
else,” Mrs. Haggen said. 1

| People are in dang 
disappearing under the 
|volume of empty bottles that: 
have been used to bring beer.; 
pop, jam, and pickles into their: 
homes — and cars.

tr of! effect of bottle surplus — 
sheer tossing the empties from mov- 

j.jing cars to shatter on streets 
land sidewalks.

'] He said the question being 
turned over in Washington today 
is whether bottles should be | 

. returnable or disposable, and 
- suggested the fact that many 
• bottles are returnable is causing 
: so many to accumulate.

Agriculture Minister Frank 
Richter replied there was "not 
much I can do about the 

i accumulation of bottles. That’s 
the prerogative of the person I 

(who acquires them." 
you” But he suggested there may I 

jbe a whole new field off

Outdoorsmen 
To Show Film 
In Park Fray

A special legislative commit­
tee will begin drafting its recom­
mendations regarding a pro- 

I posed townsite in Strathcona 
Park after a final hearing Fri­
day.

A delegation of outdoorsmen 
from all parts of the province 
will oppose the Western Mines 

| proposal and a color slide show 
i of the arei will be presented to 
I the committee at the final hear-
I ins-

Thun
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Facing the Hard Facts 

Of the Distribution Bill

Mika

>j The student of provincial 
K affairs can spend many ab- 
| sorbing hours turning the 
' ; redistribution issue over like a 

Bj diamond with 
|îî many facets,
B'; e a ch worth 
jlj examination.

This week, 
the jewel was 

; fitted into its 
if, place firmly 
iv ‘ by a c o m- 

fortable vote 
|y of 29 to 19 on 
hi second read- 
ihj ing. It would 
H seem to be a tactical victory 
jlj for Premier Bennett, but it 
IImay be a strategic defeat.
| There seems little doubt 
I that the premier genuinely 
P wanted a non-partisan redis- 
pjtribution that would once and 
I ' for all take this thorny

I political question out of the 
hands of the politicians. Yet 
igj lie was forced to meddle and 

h! the golden opportunity for a 
h' precedent — and the lustre of

_i "statesmanship” for his de-
flj dining years — was lost.

Eight Against
It was immediately ap- 

H parent that the Angus com- 
Jm i ssion’s recommendations 
■ would put up to eight Socred 
ji backbenchers — five in the 
H north, two in the Interior and 
I possibly one in Victoria — 
j] against its adoption in a 
I government bill.

These, added to the 19 
I opposition votes, would have 
I produced a 27 to 23 defeat for 
| the government on the floor of 
I the House, perhaps a closer 
I margin if one or two rebels 
y could be dissuaded from vot- 
|jing, but defeat nevertheless.

The opposition realized this, 
|too, and that’s why the 14- 
l member NDP caucus — in an 
j] unusual step — announced 
I soon after . the report came 
11 down and before government 

BÏ policy had hardened into a bill 
HBthat it would support adoption 

aï of the Angus report even 
Ithough three of its members

By JOHN MIKA
Times Legislative Reporter

would lose their present seats 
at a stroke of the pen.

It was a clear signal to 
Premier Bennett that the 
NDP could help him stave off 
a rebellion within his own 
party if he still wanted to 
adopt the Angus report.

It was obvious that for 
several days the premier 
hesitated over this offer, but 
finally decided he couldn't 
risk accepting it.

Doubtless he realized what 
a tremendous temptation it 
would have been to the 
opposition to renege. If he had 
pressed through the Angus 
report in the expectation that 
the opposition would support 
him, the likelihood that Socred 
backbenchers would revolt (in 
peace and security! would 
have become a certainty.

And what would have been 
the situation at that dramatic 
roll call?

For the first time, not 
enough Socred MLAs would 
have risen in support of the 
gov ernment to guarantee 
victory.

And for a moment or two, 
the opposition members would 
have had the chance of a 
lifetime — the dreamed-of 
thrill -- of defeating Premier 
Bennett on the floor of the 
House, thus deciding them­
selves the date of the next 
election and giving themselves 
their best chance for gaining 
seats by precipitating a 
campaign which the Socreds 
would enter publicly as a 
divided and outsmarted party.

Thought Ahead
The premier must have 

thought ahead to that moment 
when his governments life 
would be suspended on the 
single thread of the NDP 
d e claration. Obviously, he 
came to the conclusion he 
could not trust the opposition 
in the face of such great 
temptation.

Instead, he irxik the altrr-
mmm

native of appeasing enough-V 
Socred rebels to avert defeat $ 
by the simple expedient of 
retaining the existing northernf,; 
ridings. This was done, with-. « 
out upsetting the rest of the m 
Angus jigsaw of constituency £ 
boundaries, by enlarging the 
House to 54 seats.

So he gave in to the t 
northern rebels which tipped 
the scales back in his favor — | 
including the consolation of t 
breaking the NDP front by J 
forcing Frank Calder into a 
hopeless situation unless he ^ 
supported the government.

The refusal to go all the ,, 
way in pacifying his dissident ; 
backbenchers in the Interior 
testifies to the premier's 
desire to salvage as much of 4 
the non-partisan report as he 
could. The same holds for hisi l. 
promise to hold another redis- 
tribution in five years.

But even the minor rebel-. t 
lion of three Socreds has ifsj&g 
tactical advantage because itj^ 
successfully blunts opposition y* 
cries that the government bill ,v| 
is a one-sided effort at ■ ' 
gerrymandering.

Not So Easy
■ There was a great deal of, 
tightrope walking behind 
closed doors at the Socred. 
caucus but. the public strad-. 
dling act of John Tisdalle may . 1: 
perplex some persons. After . 
all, he appears perfectly safe 
with the extension of his r: 
riding to the reliably-Sorred 
Gulf Islands.

Yet he seems terribly upset™ 
by the boundary change.

Could it have anything to do rag 
with the fact that Mrs. Beth 
Wood — a close friend ofp| 
Premier Bennett's in sharp.,■ 
contrast to the relations be­
tween the premier and Mr., 
Tisdalle -- now lives on Salt 
Spring Island?

The former mayor of Newr| 
Westminster is a formidable'^ 
politician and and ideally | 
situated to make the long-i| 
expected jump into provincial 
politics — by winning the : 
Socred nomination for Saanich y,. 
and The Islands.__________ - U

Wife

j FOR IMPAIRED DRIVER?

'Six Strokes of Lash'

I -m

Si
etrokgr^5^on ftibson (D-N^rth'v^-' n^ «id Hflfrr taxes would 

of tiie lash” were advocated couver) also said hard liquorjO^y encourage clandestine pro- 
Thursday in the legislature as taxes should be trebled to cutjduction of "moonshine” liquor, 
an alternative to jail sentences down drunk driving but "the He said this is already true in
for Impaired driving._________(working man’s drink —beer—Ithe U.S. and eastern Canada

j should be left as it is,
Attorney-general Robert Bon-j

where more c 
is being funnelled into the regu- Jj! 
lar market now than in pro- j 
hibition days.

He made no comment on the f 
estion of lashes.

im I
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'POLITICAL HACKS' CHARGED

Two MLAs Join Forces 
To Attack QC Awards

A Liberal and a New Demo­
crat joined forces Thursdad to 
attack the government’s policy 

| of awarding the honor of 
I Queen's Counsel for political 
I reasons.

Lawyers Alex Macdonald 
P (NDP—Vancouver East) and 
I Alan Macfarlane (L i b .—0 a k 
, Bay) were scathing in their 
| criticism of the attorney- 
Igeneral, and Mr. Macfarlane 

amid government backbencher’s 
heckling, was pushed to the 

if brink of naming one political 
f appointee.

“Political hacks,” Mr. Mac- 
■ farlane called members of the 
legal profession who had been 

il appointed.
r "Name one. Name one,” the 

§||backbenchers shouted.
"It would be too embarras- 

Ising to the attorney-general and 
■members," Mr. Macfarlane re- 
|plied.

"Tell us how the judges are 
I appointed by the Liberals,”
[ Trade and Industry Minister 
I'Ralph Loffmark heckled.

"By and large, judicial ap- 
|pointments in this province havei

WHAT ABOUT SAANICH?

been good,” the Liberal mem­
ber said, mentioning that num­
ber of Conservative appoint­
ments had Peen made along 
with others. There were cries 
of derision from the Social 
Credit side.
RECOGNIZE ABILITY

"There is a great difference 
with Queen's Counsel because it 
is supposed to recognize 
ability,” Mr. Macfarlane said.

He had previously called the 
B.C. appointment situation "dis­
graceful . . . when so many 
supporters of the government 
are named.”

"What about the senate?” 
government members asked.

“What they are doing in the 
senate is no better,” Mr. 
Macfarlane agreed.

"You can do better than 
that,” Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner chided.

“We need reform In the 
senate and we need reform in 
these appointments,” the Oak 
Bay member said, recalling his 
own earlier reference to an 
elected senate.

City Court Facilities
Already Too Small'

I Victoria » Centennial Square magistrat 
| traffic and magistrate’s courts they are

Square magistrate's court facilities, 
already too small.

UMr. Macfarlane said.| are already too small though]
| just a few months old, members' He also was unsatisfied by the
I of the legislature were toldiCOmparison U convictions & 

Thursday hv ai™ i Victoria courts with the number4 Ihursday by Alan Macfarlane [^ charges laid, 
jp'Bay). "Because, frankly, we in

He challenged the attorney- Victoria, and the citizens of 
J general to give a statement on Victoria, are not satisfied at 
I the now unused Saanich court all,” Mr. Macfarlane said with- 
I facility and its use in the next:0Uf elaboration.
■ ew years. The attorney-general made no

"As much as I admire t lie reply to any part of the 
|Fisgard Street facilities and! member’s quest

“I understand you're getting | 
one,” Premier Bennett called | 
across the floor.

"The onYy political appoint-1 
ment I’d favor is the appoint- f 
ment of W. A. C. Bennett (to| 
the senate)” Mr. Macfarlane §

He challenged Mr. Bonner top 
compare the list of suggested [j 
appointees from the B.C. Barr 
Association with the actual list 
of lawyers given the honor.

He said it would be "just too| 
embarrassing” to do that on the | 
floor of the House.
DOWN G RADE LAWYERS

"You downgrade the lawyers § 
of this province and you down-1 
grade the Queen’s Counsel,” the| 
member charged.

“A large number of QC| 
appointments in this province | 
are politically motivated,” he I 
went on. He emphasized his | 
point by saying one deserving! 
lawyer "didn't make it because | 
he was a strong critic of the!; 
government on the floor of the| 
legislature.

„ Mr. Macdonald called the! 
appointment of QCs "an honor I 
interlarded with political con-| 
sidération,” which had fallen [ 
into disrepute in B.C. and other 
provinces. It was “a rather g 
empty honor,” about the only[ 
advantage of which 
position some 15 feet closer toj 
the presiding judge when I 
appearing in the Supreme Court j 
of Canada.

"I’m not bucking for QCj 
myself,” the NCP member said, j 
"Under the present system Ij 
wouldn’t accept one in any 
case.” He noted that it meant 
the recipient must buy a silk] 
gown.

Mr. Bonner replied that B.C. ] 
probably has the lowest ratio of] 
QC appointments in Canada and | 
the number is limited to 10 a[ 
year by statute.

Re-Register Voters 
Government Aske<

Enumeration of ail provincial
■ voters should be held before the
■ next general election because of 
I "distribution c< leats, the legis-
glature was told.
I NDR lawyer-MLAs Gordon
■ Dowding and Alex Macdonald
■ both advanced the theory on the
■ grounds that all voter are
. - t»>der the present
indmgs and would have to be re-
■ registered under the new one*.

be legal to hold a general! 
election on a redistributed rid-1 
ing basis without enumeration,! 
Attorney-general Robert Borner! 
replied with a smile :

"I don't think I could offert 
legal opinion on that hut ties I 
time next year I hope to.”

His comment prompted an I 
outburst of laughter amoj^ I 
MLAs who expect an election! 
**— veer. 1
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Jones Affair 
Back in House

i
i

I Smith Case 
Revived 
By MLA

I Premier Bennett and High- 
M ways Minister Gaglardi Thurs- 
I day denied they were guests in 
’'I Phoenix, Ariz., of a Calgary 
S businessman connected in the 
m. legislature with the Jones- 

Gunderson case.
ë But Attorney-General Robert 
S Bonner remained silent on the 

same point.
I The denials were part of a 
Hrunning series of questions and 

accusations by Gordon Dowding 
y (NDP—Burnaby) and Opposi­
tion Leader Robert Strachan

I about a mysterious destroyed 
file and "missing memo.”

They raised the question at 
| Intervals often through the Vk 
v. hours spent on the attorney- 
f, general’e estimates Thursday 
I afternoon and night.

Mr. Dowding recalled that G. 
E. P. Jones, fired without 
explanation by a controversial 
bill last session as head of the 
government purchasing com- 

Emission, had claimed in a July 
broadcast, he sent a memo to 
Mr. Bonner.

COMPLAINT MADE 
Mr. Jones said a man claimed 

he would complain to Mr. 
Bonner because he had given 
525,000 to the Socred party fund 
and was not satisfied with 
treatment he was receiving 
from the purchasing commis-

Mr. Dowding identified the 
man as Louis Wener, a director 
of Concrete Constructors Ltd., 
Con-Force Construction Ltd., 
Pre-Cast Concrete Ltd. and 
Hercules Co. Ltd., which be-] 
tween 1956 and 1965 sold more 
than 512 million worth of 
supplies to the government.

The MLA said Mr. Wener

I claimed he knew Mr. Bonner, 
Premier Bennett and Mr. Gag­
lardi quite well.
“He may just be name- 

dropping but he claims they 
were his guests at Phoenix,” 
r. Dowding said.

‘‘I was never a guest in 
SPhoenix,” snapped Mr. Bennett.

"I've never been to Phoenix,” 
said Mr. Gaglardi.

Mr. Bonner said he doubted 
the Jones menlo on Wener’s 
complaints existed. He could not 
recall receiving It and his staff 
could not trace any record of it.

Mr. Dowding said he asked |o| 
see purchasing commission rec­
ords to check a copy of the 
memo only to be told it had 
been destroyed.

He said this was done 
illegally.
FILES GONE

Mr. Dowding asked if he could 
see the commission's files on 
the Wener companies’ trans­
actions with the government.

“I am advised that documents 
of the purchasing commission 
are destroyed on a, five-year 
basis.” Mr. Bonner said. He 
said he didn't know under what 
authority it was done.

Mr. Dowding said under the 
Public Documents Disposal Act 
no documents of the commis­
sion, a branch of the finance 
department, could be destroyed 
sooner than 10 years without 
permission of an official 
committee.

He said there should be an 
investigation of the affair "and 
whoever is responsible should 
be prosecuted.”

Later, Mr. Dowding raised the 
subject again to say he had 
information the files in question 
were intact up to the time Jones 
was suspended by the cabinet in 
1964.
WHAT HAPPENED?

Mr. Strachan also raised the 
question twice and demanded to 
know what happened to the 
documents.

"In the period under question, 
the files have been destroyed 
under the Public Documents 
Disposal Act,” replied Mr. 
Bonner.

Mr. Strachan said that the 
law requires a specific applb 
cation to be made to the 
committee for destruction of 
documents less than 10 years 
old (Jones said he sent his 
memo in 1956).

EB

{COMPELLING REASONS' 
rO OPEN COURT DOOR

Attorney-General Robert Bonner said Thursday in the 
legislature he would need "compelling reasons” to depart 
from the practice of giving no publicity to juvenile court 
cases.

He was asked to comment on his department’s survey 
of a suggestion that reporters be admitted to juvenile courts, 
even though the Criminal Code forbids any publicity being 
given to juvenile court matters.

Certain magistrates are being canvassed for their views, 
Mr. Bonner said.

If there is no great discrepancy in the views forwarded,
| then the department may consider instructing prosecutors

' admit reporters to court in a test.

Alex Macdonald (NDP — 
| Vancouver Fast) Thursday 
| night revived the J. 1 Stewart 
I Smith ‘case in the legislature,

Mr. Macdonald repeated ear-s 
1 Her statements that Mr. Smith 
j should have been charged with 
ti at least two criminal offences 
1 before he left his office as chief 
5 of the B.C. securities com-i 
J mission in 1962 to live in New] 
| Zealand.

He said Mr. Smith had I

I accepted Northern Ont ario § 
Natural Gas Company stock at 
substantially reduced price of jj 

i| $2i a share shortly before it ÿ 
went to 538.

He also said that Mr. Smith 
accepted 100 shares of Inter­
national American-African Cor­
poration stock worth 512,500 

J without paying anything at a 
' time when he allowed the 

“ j company to sell its stock in B.C!
■ without requiring registration. 

VIOIATED CODE?
Mr. Macdonald said both 1 

■ transaction violated the Crimi­
nal Code and he demanded 
Attorney-general Robert Bonner 
explain why no charges were 

jj laid.
Mr. Bonner said the situation 

had been aired numerous times 
before.

"It’s my view, on departmen­
tal advice, that prosecution was 
not warranted on the evidence 
we had prior to the time 
(Smith) left his office,” he said.

Mr. Bonner said the IA AC 
transaction involved a trade of L 
stock by Mr. Smith.

"We were deeply distressed ! 
that the superintendent of j 
brokers should engage in any - 
stock transaction and quite i ; 
frankly it led to a parting of the g 
ways for which I was grateful." :■

■E■
OF CAR INSURANCE

WËB6

New Law to Requin 
Cancellation Notice

, ^Iaw to curb the cancellation '"T7,T""-T??weeeE—'• ... . tl stance, would be living in aof aulo insurance without notice),paradUe_ Mr Mitftew
to the holder probabjy will be j said, If his Insurance was 
introduced at this session of the-cancelled while he was away 
I e g islature, Attorney-General ^rom Ilome- 
Robert Bonner said Thursday. attorney-general also said

his department is taking a look
He was replying to protests

I by Alan Macfarlane (L—Oak 
Bay) and Alex Matthew (SC—

at the discrepancy between high I 
fixed fines for beer waiters I 
convicted for serving minors

Vancouver Centre) that called T*” ,inM tol
the minors themselves.

the ability of a company to

■arbitrarily cut off a person’s 
insurance as "dangerous.”

A

T may be able to recommend P 
an amendment to the (liquor) 1 
act before we rise,” Mr. Bonner| 
said.
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TV ads for ''lion-hearted 
lager,” together with the in­
viting sound of a beer being! 

! poured, have a bad influence on, 
youth, besides losing $750.000 a 
year to U.S^ broadcast media,

P Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 
said.

; “The attorney-general has the 
. power to say (to the liquor and 

| ^ beer producers) ‘We put you on
__ J ' ; the shelf or we don’t put you on
■■■the shelf.’ He has the power to 

,, HHcontrol advertising,” Mr. Per- 
• rault said.
. Plot s POUCY

He pointed to the "pious 
policy” of the LCB, forbidding 
the use of radio and TV for; 
liquor ads in B.C., but which! 

■[overlooks the fact that pro-ij 
producers, distillers or brewers! 

may advertise without restric-1 
tion using U.S. stations readily | 

p \ received in B.C.
; Using a tape recorder Wed-1 
nesday night, he copied a I 

|| | number of TV ads for beer, $
I Which he quoted in the House.
II One "lion-hearted lager —I 
Ü because it’s nothing like those | 
I tame beers — has more bite, g 
y more authority, with old-1 
Kfashioned beer flavor” is the!
I "lager beer for men who like to I 
j drink, drink, drink beer,” Mr [ 
y Perrault said.

, “This wouldn't be allowed in I 
j Quebec or Ontario,” he claimed,! 
| where new regulations for liquor j 

y advertising are restrictive, but! 
| have stopped the flow of ads to|

; nearby American stations.
•BEAL MAN WHEN . . .»

| ‘Another commercial sug-i

TV Beer Ads 
Mockery of Law

'Unregulated Messages' in U.S. 
Affecting Youngsters in B.C.

By AB KKNT
Liquor advertising broadcast in B.C. is a mockery y 

g# of Liquor Control Board regulations and could bey 
stopped immediately by the attorney-general, a Liberal” 
member said Thursday in the legislature.

mmm
' Jested a drinker is "a real man l 

when you drink our beer,” Mr| 
Perrault said.
; “Those unregulated messages p 
are affecting the young people j * 
of B.C.,” the member said.

“We continue the righteous.
, hypocrisy of no liquor adver-l ; 

tising. when in fact millions of I 
Canadian dollars are spent over r 
the years . . . encouraging P 

• people to have a roaring good r 
^; drunken time.”

Mr. Perrault said the attorney-1 
£ ' general knows that liquor is 

big factor in crime. He quoted I 
Vancouver prosecutor Stewart r 

| McMorran as saying that 85 per 
cent of crime in Vancouver ; 
comes from the bottle. And the h 

y alcohol factor in accidents ls| 
i Well-known, he said.

EXPLAIN LOGIC . ,
■ The Liberal leader drew at-1 

Itention to the fact that LCBg 
[ policy permits newspaper and I 
| magazine advertising of liquor, | 
[and challenged the attorney-1 
general to explain the logic of |

I that when broadcasting is Q 
I denied.

" He recommended a govern-1 
| ment advertising campaign urg-g 
ling moderation; and that the! 
|A-G and LCB influence pro-| 

ducers to promote and advertise B 
, moderation, and that the A-G|
■ bring “sense and sanity to!

1 advertising” by allowing broad-1 
I casting rather than the abuses |
1 there are now.

Opposition Leader Robert!
IStrachan said it would be “the!
| rankest hypocrisy on the part of I 
I those who manufacture and| 

produce alcohol to jpdulg

5 programs urging moderation 
; BAN ADVERTISING

“No advertising of liquor of 
|any kind should be allowed,” he 
I said. And if anyone is going to 
lurge moderation, let it be the 
| government, not the producers.

“Tell any producer if he 
I circumvents B.C. liquor adver- 
3 tising regulations that he simply 
fl won’t be allowed to sell his 
I products to the Liquor Control 
J Board of B.C.” Mr. Strachan 
| said.

David Bar rett (NDP— 
iDewdney) suggested producers 
iof alcoholic beverage be made
■ to match their advertising 
J budgets with research grants 
| into alcoholism.

Gordon D o w d i n g (NDP— 
[J Burnaby) said the advertising of 
| moderation in drinking was 
•# “hypocritical” because it would 
b * n crease advertisements by 

liquor interests using brand 
$ names.

He also attacked Mr. Per- 
;; rault’s criticism of liquor adver- I tising by the Bellingham tele­

vision station beamed at B.C. as 
] “deploring it and then saying 
I we should have some of it too.”
' Mr- Bonner took the same
■ stand, saying the Channel 12 
à liquor advertising was “in 
I extraordinary bad taste” but
■ there was little B.C. could do 
| about it.

He also said the moderation 
1 advertising would probably be 
I welcomed mainly by advertising 
1 firms which would increase 
I their accounts.

Crime Victim s Fund 
Has Merit: Bonner

A compensation fund for 
I victims of criminal attack la an 
j idea of some merit, Attorney- 
1 General Robert Bonner agreed 
I Thursday In the legislature.
I Alex Macdonald (NDP— 
I Vancouver East) made the 
I suggestion that such a fund be 
S administered by a board like
■ the Workmen’s Compensation 
| Board.

Thousands art spent on re­
habilitation of criminals, he
■ said, but “we spend nothing on
■ the victim,” who often suffers
1 great loss.

A criminal Is judgment-proof 
“d has no assets, although civil 
“ " i liWhid,

An application of the ideal 
could be In compensating per. g 
sons injured when going to the I 
aid of a policeman, as it is their I 
legal duty to do when requested, fe 
Mr. Macdonald said.

“My own view is that If the I 
suggestion has merit it should | 
be done on a national acale," 
said Mr, Bonner. It would not I 
be fair in one part of the! 
country and not In another, he I 
said.

Mr. Macdonald said he would I 
like to see the idea expanded to| 
cover persons who help firemen, g 
rescue persons at their own! 
peril and look for lost hunters | 
for extended periods.

HIGHWAY ACCIDENTS 
'WILL ‘SQUASH 1,000’

Highway accidents in B.C. will “squash to death” 1,000 
persons a year by 1971, Liberal leader Ray Perrault pre­
dicted in the legislature Thursday.

“Unless the government launches a major program of 
highway and traffic safety . . . that’s what we’re headed 
for,” he said.

His prediction of highway deaths a year ago came close 
to the nearly 500 killed last year, the member noted, urging 
a program of high school driver training in the province. I

Attorney-General Robert Bonner said there are 15-17 
centres in the province which have high school driver train­
ing programs, conducted at the expense of the students, not 
from public funds.

“I am not in a position to announce any departure from
existing policy,” Mr. Bonner said.
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Rules of the Game Certificate
Requirement
Protested

An organization representing 
about 100.000 elderly British 
Columbians protested Thursday 
against a medical certificate

-THREE members of the
A legislature have drawn govern­

ment attention to loopholes in pro­
posed wildlife legislation which could 
have serious influences on the con­
servation of game in this province.

Mr. Randolph Harding notes the 
abuses which might occur if non­
residents were permitted to hunt 
without licensed guides, provided 
such peimission were granted to 
special individuals by the cabinet 
on the recommendation of the mini­
ster of conservation. Mr. Cyril Shel- 
ford supports the Harding stand 
with the pronouncement that while 
he trusts the present minister he 
has misgivings about some unknown 
successor in that office. And Mr. 
Leo Nimsick calls for closer control 
over the use of aircraft to fly hun­
ters in and out of wilderness ai-eas.

All arc impressed by the fact 
that, as one of them phrased it, 
game martagement could be con­

verted to game harvest by the im-1 
proper application of proposed 5 
legislation.

The point is Well taken. Only the 
other day a commercial troller was 
objecting to the impropriety of so- 
called spoils fishermen moving into : 
the commercial market. He men­
tioned two Americans who reported- f 
ly caught 67 coho and chinook sal-1 
mon in two days—more than four; 
times the legal limit. He also re- ' 
fen-ed to some local fishermen j 
whom he called “game hogs”.

These are exceptions in the ranks j 
of sportsmen, but they may have ; 
their counterparts among the hunt­
ing fraternity. The need for control 
to enforce management—the point 
made by the three legislators — 
seems abundantly clear. The fate 
of the buffalo indicates what can 
happen to apparently inexhaustible 
supplies of game.

Oiuncil, formed b.v 14 senior® 
citizens groups in the province,I 
made the protest before a com-1 
mittee of the legislature study-i 
ing the Dei.tal Technicians Act. ^

The submission hit at the act's 
requirement that a certificate® 
of oral health signed by a den- 
list or doctor must lie obtained I 
first before anyone can deals 

|directly with a dental technician, p
The council claimed that in J, 

most cases, there is no examina-(j 
tion and the dentist charges any-1 

I where from $5 to $25 simply ■ 
for his signature on a form. Ï

This raises the cost of den- L 
tures unnecesarily and hurts g 
low income persons who seek El

The Fiat Is Still Inviolate
TT is probably less svr-
J- prising than disappointing that 

; British Columbia has again declined 
to move into modern times insofar 
as certain legal actions against the 
Crown are concerned.

Once more Mr. Alan Macfar- 
lane's bill seeking to eliminate the 
need for a fiat in specific claims 
against the government has been 
rejected — again on the l-uling by

deal directly Kill] the oublie.
chronism. It has been abandoned 
not only by Britain but by other 
provinces in Canada as an outworn 
apix-ndage of medieval law.

For no good reason, British 
Columbia clings to a restriction 
relinquished by fair-minded govern­
ments elsewhere. In the process the 
administration seems to admit that 
a sensible measure cannot be enter­
tained when it comes from a mrm- 

losition.her of the o]

Citizens' Delegation 
Here to Save Strathcona

1av5™l5mfl[straight line on tSe" mà
entered the battle to keep a 
town out of Strathcona Park.

A delegation of 25 persons 
from up-island points appealed 
before a special committee of 
the legislature studying the 
Western Mines townsite pro­
posal.

They were backed by a 120- 
name petition from Courtenay 
and a 20-minute colored slide 
show of the park area.

The presentations were a 
change of pace from the flurry 
"of official Diyersf presented ~by 
opposing organizations.

O. Keith Morton, Courtenay

exparicîîng ÏÏs" destructive

I influence to the wilderness 
beauty by adding a townsite 
should not be permitted.

“The establishment of a town- 
site in Strathcona Park would 
set a precedent for further 
development in this or any 
other park in B.C.," he warned.

“The mine will have a limited 
life,” he added.

“Even if the town is nazed to 
the ground, upon termination of

,|one on the scene would be able 
I to tell where the park started or 
1 ended. *

[ MYRA CREEK FALLS
| The second gasp came when 

beautiful Myra Creek Falls was 
shown tumbling through a syl­
van glade at the edge of Buttle 
Lake.

Mr. Merriman said it was the 
best trout stream in the park 
but the mine was being estab­
lished upstream, the company 
fuel dock was only 200 yards 
from the falls and there were 
fears that pollution and silt 
from the mine would destroy 
the recreational and aesthetic 
values of both creek and falls.

Despite questioning. Mr. Mor­
ton declined to attack the 
mining operation itself because

•««- luiu uic

I "We have terrific support up 
1 there. People certainly are 
worked up about it.”

Alec Merriman, Victoria out­
doors writer, showed the, 
colored slides, twice bringing! 
gasps f-r o m the committee i

I hiking routes in Strathcona! 
[Park, led the delegation and! 
presented the petition, which hel I said was collected within eight|

before![hours Thursday dary was >rting to the legislaturejust an artificial jit was a fait aecomi



i FRIDAY, MARCH 11, 1966

DISTRICT ASSURED 
OF WATER RIGHTS!

ÿater Resources Minister 
I Ray Williston has told Victoria 
I representatives he would assure 
I Greater Victoria Water District 
! of water rights despite a bill he 
I Introduced to the legislature 
I Thursday to claim rights for the 
I Crown.

The suggestion came out of a 
E meeting between the minister 
Band a delegation from Victoria 
I city council, and it prompted 
I Oak Bay MLA Alan Macfarlane 
I to say he would seek this 

assurance from Mr. Williston in 
S the legislature.
| Greater Victoria Water Dis- 
gtrict is made up of lands within 

20-mile radius of the city, 
j mostly in the Sooke Hills.
| Victoria. Oak Bay, Saanich and 
I Ksquimalt as co-owners send 
| representatives to its adminis- 
| trative board, but two water- 
| shed areas within the circle are 
8 wholly owned by Victoria —
|Thetis and Beaver-Elk Lakes.

Mr. Will is ton's move;
I prompted by a dispute between | 
■ the city and northern Sannich " 
I Peninsula water users, was
I greeted with alarm and indig-
II nation at city hall, where the 
(original water rights were 
(vested in 187:t and remained for

22 years after similar water 
lacis in all other parts of B.C.
|were cancelled.

Mr. Williston said the Greater 
| Victoria situation would be 
j*'regularized” by the bill which

mmmmmsmaimgiven first reading in

This means the water district 
will have to apply to the 
provincial water resources 
branch for a water licence 
entitling it to administer the 

H district as it is now 
j But the act also will allow 
Central Sannich and other 
northern peninsula users to 
apply for water rights, for 
example at Elk Lake where 

B Central Sannich has a pumping 
station that draws water not 
only for users within its boun­
daries. but for North Saanich,
Deep Cove and Sidney areas.

Central Saanich has JBjed to 
maintain an old nominal whole­
sale rate emanating from a
previous federal agreement that _____
gave it Elk Lake water for $1,000 , 
a year.

Victoria refused to accept 
these payments because it 
wanted to negotiate a new rate 
and suggested five cents per 
thousand gallons.

That was flatly rejected by 
[ Central Saanich on grounds that 

it would make water rates to 
^ some users about three times 
| what Victoria customers pay. It 
simply was not fair, the council 
protested.

John Tisdalle (SC—Saanich) 
took up the protest with the 
government and the Water Act 
amendment bill resulted.

Mr. Williston said the bill

would do nothing to solve 
long-term problem of supplying 1 
water to Saanich Peninsula, the I 
fast-growing suburban sprawl f 
area that is rapidly shrinking! 
agricultural lands.

Elk Lake Is not large enough | 
to meet the domestic water and !] 
recreational demands that face |

I it in the next 10 or 15 years, Mr. j 
I Williston acknowledged.

As an interim measure the! 
bill ensures that people on thej 
peninsula have water at 
reasonable rate.

But as the area grows it 1 
probably will mean that ... 
order to keep the lake system 6 
at a recreational level, Greater} 
Victoria Water District will! 
have to pump water in from the | 
Sooke Hills.

The bill subjects the water toi 
licence regulation, but has no| 
bearing on land title, Mr. | 
Williston said.

Seats for seven city council | 
members were reserved in the || 
Speaker’s gallery at the legis-1 

Jlature Thursday night.
Aid. Robert Baird and Aid. f 

j Cecil Parrott sat with ex-city E 
clerk Frank Hunter and solicitor B 
T. P. O'Grady, who arrived 1 

| later was seated nearby.
Mr. Williston earlier obtained | 

special permission of the House}] 
to introduce his bill without the f 
usual notice.

ianning Under War 
For Saltair Prison

Ianning" Is in (he “active 
stage now” for development of 

| a major Vancouver Island 
I prison at Saltair, south of| 
I Ladysmith, the legislature was 
Itold Thursday.
I Attorney-General Robert Bon- 
jner said a problem in ensuring 
an adequate water supply held 
up the project for the past two 

[years but is now solved.
He said this was the reason 

that Colquitz Jail here has been 
I in operation for two years 
instead of the six months 
originally promised.

He was replying to criticism 
from Dave Barrett (NDP— 
Dewdneyi who recalled that 
Health Minister Martin had 
boasted t h e grim Colquitz 
mental hospital building would 
be closed forever when It was 
shut dowm by his department. 
OPENED BACK DOOR 

But “while they were closing 
L" the,

_ ung the back door”
I establish the provincial jail in 6 
I the same building, 
p ‘‘They said it would be only! 
|for six months,” Mr. Barrett! 
Slaughed. ‘‘That was two years |
■ ago—anil tfiëÿnïave just spTnff 
fall kinds of money on a new| 
I gate and fence.”

Mr. Bonner said the Saltair! 
B prison, when completed, and a I 
I variety of other prison facilities! 
Jnow under construction or| 
8planned will help decentralize!
■ the province’s prison establish-!
I ments and relieve the pressure I 
I on Oakalla. ,

This was his answer to Mr.L
■ Barrett’s charge that the pn>|
■ vincial government involuntarily!
■ was operating a "school f0r|
|crime” at Oakalla.

Mr. Barrett referred to «,
■ holding unit for persons await-i 
ling trial, where men aged 15-1 
16**T“f!rst offenders and hardened |
| criminals—mingle together

Some of th> 175-200 mei

here have already been con-L^ 
3 victed and await appeals to be | '' 
I heard he said.

Some are children who havefi 
| been government wards fori 
| years, shifting from foster home|
I to foster home, heading fori.
| Brannen Lake industrial school^ 
I or another part of Oakalla.

The majority of inmates arel 
| under 21; some persons would |
■ not be there at all if they had! 
(the money fqr bail; they are sex I 
I offenders, homosexuals, drug!
I addicts, safe crackers and!
■ criminals of every description, |
|Mr. Barrett said.

A man could be put into! 
(solitary confinement at Oakalla! 
(for breaking a jail regulation!
| while in the holding unit, Mr. g 
(Barrett said. Yet, he could beg 
(acquitted of the original charge!
| against him.

The department of corrections!
I annual report backs up all his|
! statements, Mr. Barrett said.
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BOTH SIDES

Extra Seat 
Applauded

By AB KENT
Without warning, Premier Bennett Friday gave 

j notice of a third new seat for the provincial legislature 
and won applause from both sides of the House.

beHe rose during debate on, suggestion that a seat 
[jlhird reading of the govern-1 restored to the Kootcnays. 
iment’s controversial redistri-j Mr. McKay had said the 
«bution bill after sharp opposition jKootenays would be well- 
Ï criticism of political imbalance represented in the redistributed 
? between northern and southern i House, with the exception of 
|constituencies proposed to give Columbia River, the new name 
|the House 54 seats. for a large riding that lumps

The premier’s announcement together three existing constitu- 
jjwould give the House 55 seats in eneies.
g place of 52 as it stands today. "The government proposes to 

"We live in a democracy." divide Columbia riding and 
|the "premier said. proposes to make two ridings of

"We live in a legislature ! what is now Columbia River,"» 
[representing all the people andj the premier said, 
gall the parts of British Columbia | Mr. McKay said it probably j rj 
J. . was the last time he would l>e - v -
E 'It is the duty of the govern- ! speaking in the legislature but

Iment to lead and to listen." he he wanted to voice the demands;.V 
said, accrediting Harry McKayiof the Kootcnays to fair treat-, 
(Lib. — Fernie) with the'ment.

IWill Not Seek Retention of Seat

sup|)ort th- bill," Mr. 
said.

Opposition Leader Robert 1 
Strachan said he wondered Sf| 
the minister had read the bill! 
because he had answered 
questions put by the opposition,! 
“didn't exphin or comment on y 

E the bill; hn hasn't said anything! 
about the bill."

• : Liberal Leader Ray Perrault, | 
ifl noting a display of daffodils on| 

jj| g|--. each member's desk, said •
REPORT ‘COFFIN*

"We should take all the 
flowers in the ‘chamber this 
afternoon and put them on the 
coffin of the Angus report."

He called the premier’s redis- 
trihution hil*. "patently a politi- 
cal balance ” The non-political 

,1 Angus reiwt had been sneri-ragj 
; ficed on "the altar of politicaljj 
;i expedience."

Tile government had do- 
! stroyed the political balance of 

■ the rejiort. a balance which the 
government had stated would be 

I sought. Mr. Perrault said, 
j Arthur Turner (NDP Van- 
: couver East) observed :
J "If the bill passes 
1 present form it will be one

m

■ of ||r

He said he would not seek 
Iretention of his riding of Fernie 
U because lie acknowledged it 
^ should be merged with Cran- 
j|brook.

"But the least the government 
Scan do is take that huge 
^Columbia River riding and cut 
hit in half to give the Kootenays 
gone more seat." he said.

Noting t h e premier had 
[promised another redistribution 
Bin five years’ time, he wound up 
[with a demand that "next time. 
[Mr. Premier, you keep your 
[political fingers out of it.”

Mr. Bennett jumped up and 
[thanked him for implying his 
|)wn political demise while an­
il iripating the premier would 
ftstill he head of the government 
gfive years from now.

Debate on the bill took a

| lively turn when earlier Ran-)
; dolph Harding (NDP — Kaslo-| 
ISlocani scored Kootenay cabinet 
ministers Provincial Secretary I 
Wesley Black and Mines Mini­
ster Dona I Brothers for not 
opposing the realigned Kootenay 
ridings.

"You should be with us," Mr. 
Harding called across the floor. 
"It is not too late. We can still 

j change them (boundaries) if we 
put enough pressure on."

"If the premier can add two 
seats to the north, it's not too 
late to add to the Kootenays and 
lower mainland," the member 
went on.

"We are not asking for an 
advantageous position. We are 
asking for equal treatment. 
We’re demanding equal treat­
ment," he cried.

\'Afraid of Cold Water,' Charged
Mr. Harding said the provin-j 

Icial secretary was "afraid of 
■cold water" or he would lie onj 
■his feet fighting the bill. Hej 
I called the new lines a "foolish
■ alignment of boundaries" creat- 
|ing an unwieldy area.

He was "amazed that a 
[ member from the Kootenays, 
Band indeed a minister, could say 
I this redistribution is good,”) 
| referring to Mr. Black.

The premier had restored to 
I seven the northern seats, al
■ though the Angus report had,
■ recommended five, and he took!^
■ four seats from the Kootenay

area, Mr. Harding said.
"Our ixipulation is exactly the! 

same as in the north. Nobody | 
can come into this legislatures 
and say the northern part is any P 
more important than the east-g 
ern part." Mr Harding said.

Mr. Black hfid said he felt he! 
had discharged his responsi-f 
bility and avoided commenting | 
on the bill while he was g 
carrying it. ,

"I agree wholeheartedly with! 
the premier in outlining policy! 
on the bill, and particularly in fi 
respect to the ,Kootenays Ifi

the black days of this! 
government. • ■B

"It has been well said the[$5| 
premier proceeded with a I Q68 ;

_ ! carrot in ont- hand and a stick 
| in the other.”

This was in reference to tty? 
premier's promise of another 
redistribution in five years’

} 'AFRAID'

fi He suggested the government t 
P was afraid of something, and , 

deprecated the lack of any 
’ effort to justify provisions ofjj|||
Bthe bill; "not a fraction of a<&9 
p good reason" had been given.
P Bert Price (SC Vancouver-gB 

Burrard) was the first govern» 
ment frontbencher to rise in Bfc- 

R9 response :
"Very few members in this 

House have any right to vote 
against th's bill." he said.

It was a “great disgrace" 
that members were opjxising an 
attempt to give better repvesen-

I-Te said individuals don't 
| count, even though a member 

could see his seat "going up in 
smoke.” HHH

P The north was being favored 
I because of its growth, he 
| suggested.

"What about the Kootenay| 
country? We've grown, too,"
Mr. Harding said.

"You haven’t grown fast 
H enough," Mr. Price replied.

David Bar rett (NDP— 
Dew’dney) said the member for 
Burrard didn’t understand what 
the sections of the bill were 
about.

"Once a member is elected to 
the House he has the right to 
say anything he wants," Mr.
Barrett declared.

But he got an idea of the 
government’s attitude on re­
distribution from a remark:
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fSnffifiI earlier in the week by J. Dona 
Smith (SC—Victoria) who re­
ferred to the changes involved 
as "a few lines."

“What's a few lines? What's a

I few lines between friends?” he 
said as members responded. 
Then he turned the blade:
‘Til tell you. The cynicism

I and psuedo-sanctimonious atti­
tude displayed by those 

benches.” Mr. Barrett said.
‘‘If anyone in this province is

I against freedom it is the 
premier, who is against the 
principle of one man. one vote,” 

he said.
Dr. Pat McGeer (L—Point 

3 Grey) called the effect of giving 
H three more seats to the city of 
|j Vancouver and two to the north 
>Jwas a ••despicable game of 
I iiolitics self-interest at its

He brought a gale of govern-

Iment laughter with his next 
remark, an obvious misstate-, 
ment which he did not trouble 

to correct:
‘‘It is a double or nothing 

game (of political advantage) 
and I hope it doesn’t backfire on 
them in the next election.”

Gordon Dowding (NDP — 
Burnaby) said he regarded Mr. 
Price’s remarks as an insult to 
all members for suggesting that 

.they should bot be interested in 
\ laws that would provide balance 
;°f power on election day rather 
than immediate self-interest.

___ J p p o s 11 ! on Leader^

I
Strachan and Socred back-i 
bencher Donald Robinson (SC - 
Lillooet) blasted Mr. Price.

BIGHT TO COMPLAIN
“The opposition has the right 

to complain in this house." Mr. 
'Strachan stormed. He said the 
1 right to object to government 
■g policies is one of the corner­
stones of parliamentary democ-

Mr. Robinson angrily said he 
would like to put Mr. Price in 

i the position of a rural MLA 
whose riding would disappear. 
“Every member is entitled to 

a, say what he thinks.” he snapped 
| i at the Socred whip.

1 Mr. Perrault said “I think we 
; have had enough of the colossal 
i arrogance of this government

1 “They sit in that corner B 
laughing the way people laughed | 

Waiting for the Guillotine to? 
drop in the French revolution-]

"It’s not high humor in the, 
Kootenay country to see the | 
minister sitting there laughing.' 
RKTAIX Rimxt.s 

Mr. Strachan also hammered 
the government’s decision to 

« change the Angus commission 
F- by retaining existing northern 

ridings.
i "You're still being unfair to 
Vancouver Island and the lower 
mainland as well as the Koot- 
enays by not treating them the 

% 4 • slime as the north.” he said.

_________* (SC — Saanich)1 said the premier's promise of 
I another redistribution in five 
1 years “bodes well” and he said
1 he hoped that his riding would 

be reinstated then with two
IMLAs to represent it. $
a "Nevertheless, there has beenlj
2 a forward step” in enlarging the I 

legislature and next time it 8
I ; should be increased in size 

again.
“I appreciate all this bill sets:] 

out to do but it doesn’t go far? 
enough and that is why I am 
not prepared to support Section 

\:Z (boundary changes).”
Provincial Secretary Black 

introduced a minor amendment!1 
[ to rename the new Yale con-1 
\ stituency as Yale-Lillooct. in 

recognition of the merger of the 
present separate Yale and Lil­
looet constituencies.

Both Mr. Robinson and Wil­
liam Hartley (NDP — Yalei g 
praised the move.

“But I’m still not satisfied." j 
said Mr. Robinson.

He said he would vote against 
third reading because it would', 
wipe out Lillooet constituency. ;

Mr. Robinson read a telegram 
from one of his constituents who 
claimed that one voter 
Lillooet was as good as “three 
bloodsucker welfare artists an 
big shot millionaires in 
cities.”

While the language might

I rough, “you can appreciate th 
temper of the people in thel 
constituencies that are beingà 
eliminated,” said Mr. Robinson.fj

'PUBLIC RESENTMENT CAN BE EXPECTED „ „

LA Lashes Instant Justicel
i SfiïtA Sert Price ( SC—Vancouver-g necessary out T don t minimizeBv *I6$TSv SffkÂ Sert

5 A sharp attack on the govern'- Curran 
^■ment's proposal to increase

■ police power against drinking 
land hit-run drivers was;
■ launched Friday in the Iegis 
llature.

Hie debate was adjourned for |
: jpgi another day after several MLAs 

slapped at the principle of 
1 Motor Vehicle Act amendments 
las infringements of civil liberty.
| Alex Macdonald (XDP"-:
■ Vancouver East) opened the 
attack by singling out the 
provision which would allow 
police to make "roadside sus­
pensions" of drivers' licences 
for a 24-hour period on suspicion 
they had been drinking.

“TTiis is the first time the 6 
police have been able to ad­
minister instant justice without 
right of appeal and outside the 
realm of thé court," he said.

Mr. Macdonald said the gov-
■ eminent should have tried the 
I other tack to curb impaired 
I driving by making breathalyzer
■ tests of blood-alcohol com- 
I pulsory.

“You may say this (policel

I suspensions) is a very small! 
Infringement of civil libertie 
but I really think it is the fin 
time that there has

Burrard) said he reluctantly 
would go along with the road­
side suspensions hut opposed the 
other controversial measure — 
a requirement that no one 
repair any car in an accident 
unless it bears a police auth­
orization sticker.

‘The load of decision as to 
whether a car has been in an 
accident is going to fall on the 
slroulders of a man operating a 
business and trying to make aj 
living,” said Mr. Price.

“I know what will happen — 
you’re going to lead to boot-1 
legging of auto repairs . . . and 
there is nothing worse than 
encouraging businesses operat-j 
ing outside the law."

Alan Macfarlane (L-Oan 
Bay) said he would support the 
bill but it should be regarded 
purely a n experiment that 
should be reviewed by the 
[legislature next year and re­
pealed if it does not work.

“I suppose you can say that it 
(roadside suspensions) 

[infringement of civil liberties 
almdst every law or rule we 

:ve is an infringement if you 
to look at it that way,” Mr. 

[acfarlane said. <
said drastic steps are 

to stop the traffic toil

experiment is

[necessary but 1 don t minimize 
the possibilities of great trouble 
in (its) enforcement.
EDUCATE POUCE

He said great care should he 
taken to educate police in 
proper administration of ttv* law 
because “a great deal of 
resentment by I he public” could 
[be expected.

Mr. Macfarlane also argued 
the roadside suspensions should 
not he Tv»rr*,V,tid until the nolie» 
had been trained and equipped 
to introduce it on a province­
wide basis.

He said that probably one of 
th-' greatest advantages of the 
bill and its publicity “is to 
convince the public that the 
authorities are serious in keep- 
!in" drinking drivers off the 
ro*d.”

Gordon Dowding (NDP — 
Burnaby) said the suspension 

(provision would excaberate
existing public distrust and 
dislike of the police.
BI1J, OF RIGHTS

“Remember, it isn’t just thej 
drunken driver that is con-j 
cemed in certain sections of[ 
this bill but ordinary citizens. 
I’m all in favor of road safety] 
but I’m also in favor of the 
princinles set down in the bill of 
Iriehts.”

Dowdingsaid th» govern-[

violate traefi-j 
fional safeguards “that arefc 
there not for the guilty but to^ 
pro#»ct the innocent.’’

“This idea of pro-judging andj; 
[of delegating judicial power tol 
the police . . tends towards L 
he nolice state which is known i, 
n Eastern Europe where the !* 

leourts . . . and the legislatures r 
are unable to nm*eet the $ 
citizens” from police abuses.

Mr. Dowding said instead of j 
[giving police more power the- 
legislature should give courts I

Fioro power to curb drunk 3 
riving by establishing an auto-j 
matic one-year licence suspen-| 

sion on conviction.
Leo Nimsick (NDP-Cran-1 

(brook) said it “is terrible wheni 
have to experiment with | 

[justice in order to stive 
[problem.

“This goes beyond what we I 
[know of as justice and it is| 
going to leave a bitterness 
[the public towards the police." I 

He said autonlatic licence 
suspensions by the courts would 
be a better alternative. Mr. 
Nimsick also said the police 
repair sticker will encourage 
establishment of “bootlegging 
body shops.”

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault! 
adjourned debate on second! 

ting of the bill, ensuring that! 
will come under further!
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Next Time Perhaps?
iTTOPES THAT THE ANGUS 

A commission report on redistri­
bution of provincial legislative seats 
would put the whole matter per­
manently on a non-political basis 

\ have now been destroyed.
In departing from the commis- 

I sion's recommendations in regard to 
i the northern constituencies, Mr. 
^Bennett broke away from the scien­
tific or expert’s approach and in- 
'-ijetted political and geographical 
« factors into the system. While some 
argument could be made for his 

j action—about one-third of the prov­
ince would have been included in 
the most northerly riding and still 
have held only a normal number of 

1 voters—the chief criticism against 
It was that it weakened the prin- 

Jciple.
That weakness has now been 

j demonstrated in a further amend­
ement to the Angus recommenda­
tions. The Columbia riding will be 
f split into two, to meet the protests 
•|of members concerned with the

(Seine Fishermen Demand 
iMore Inlets Be Opened

Kootenay area. With these prece-ï 
dents there is little defence left 
against still more tampering with 
the original constituency plan. An 
excellent chance to take redistribu­
tion out of the politicians’ hands 
has been lost.

It is recognized, of course, that 
strong pressures have been brought 
to bear by members who face the 
elimination or depreciation of con­
stituencies in which they have built 
up support. That is only a human 
response to the threat of political 
oblivion. But the representation of 
the province as a whole is of greater 
importance than the political con­
venience of individual members.

A systematic, non-partisan, 
equalized division of voting districts 
should be established, free from the 
dangers of tampering and persona­
lized readjustment. We had a chance 
to achieve this at the present ses­
sion, but Mr. Bennett weakened and 
we must wait for a more courageous 
moment.

; ■ ;-H ;-v

I.

A provincial department of 
I commercial fisheries is needed 
I to help put seine fishing on a 
■proper basis, a legislative com­

mittee was told Friday.
Gillnetters and trailers now 

hold a great advantage 
seine fishermen, said Frank 
Buble, president of the Salmon 
Seine Vessel Owners Associa-

Seiners are not allowed to 
fish seven inlets where the best 
si ecies of salmon are caught 
and have only partial access to 
five other areas, he said.

He asked that half a dozen 
areas on the coast be set aside 
for exclusive use by seine fish­
ermen.

§ESv i. $3
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\ACFARLANE ECHOES CHARGES

Education Minister Denies 
Uvic Treated Unfairly'

By JOHN MIKA 
Legislative Reporter 

Education Minister Leslie 
Peterson Monday denied that 
the University of Victoria has 

| been or will be treated unfairly 
lb y government construction 
; grant policies.

He was replying in the i legislature to questions raised 
(by Alan Macfarlane (L—Oak 
Bay) based on a speech made 

I by Uvic development board 
official Floyd Fairclough sev­
eral weeks ago.

Mr. Macfarlane said Uvic had 
to put up more than $800,000 for 
acquisition of property while 
Simon Fraser University re­
ceived its land free.

Mr. Peterson replied that 
Burnaby municipality gave SFU 
its $2 million campus as a civic 
gift. Hé also pointed out that 
Uvic borrowed its $800,000 
against the multi-million-dollar 
Thomas McPherson bequest.
HELD BACK (iRANT

Mr. Macfarlane said the gov- 
| eminent had held back $500,000 
I of its promised $2.5 million

Schools Blamed 
For Bad Image'

By AB KENT
British Columbia's politically 

sterile schoolrooms Monday 
I night took some of the blame 
for the bad image of Canadian 

j politics.
Liberal leader Ray Perrault 

| told fellow members of the 
; legislature a growing mistrust 
of public life "touches all of 
us," no matter where in Canada 

jit derives.
And it touches on education,

| he said.
The occasion was debate on 

|Education Minister Leslie 
1 Peterson’s salary estimate. Mr.
} Perrault took the opportunity to 
g criticize the lack of political 
I expression — as part of the 
| social studies curriculum — in 
| public schools.
I NO MAN AN ISLAND

"When it comes to general 
I mistrust of politicians, legis- 
I latures and parliaments, no 
| man is an island," Mr. Perrault 
3 said.

"If there is general public 
1 cynicism toward public life, we 
[can’t say it is a problem that 
I belongs to some other part of 
I Canada.

“A la Cardin," Mines Minister 
[Donald Brothers said.

"It is a problem that deeply 
| involves every member of this j legislature and it touches on 
I education," Mr. Perrault con- 
[tinued.

An opposition member took up 
1 the minister’s hint. "Gunder- 
Json," he said.

But Mr. Perrault went on :
"I am not pointing the finger 

I at any individual but I think we 
I have a duty to improve our

'No party-in this house has a 
monopoly on virtue."

He said he would admit freely 
that the people who are elected 
to the legislature try to do 
"their best for their province 
and their country.”

Being a member is "a high- 
minded vocation," he said.

"I’ve heard more young 
people in this past year say 
they don’t want anything to do 
with politics because it’s a dirty 
business.”

The attitude needs correcting 
through education, Mr. Perrault

"I am sick and tired of school 
boards who think that to have 
politics in the classroom is just 
slightly worse than bubonic 
plague or hepatitis.

"Every graduating class in 
B.C. should be able to hear the 
political viewpoints. I think it 
would help the elected members 
— MPs and MLAs — to meet 
more students. I put forth this 
view in all sincerity," the 
Liberal said.

"It would be dreadful to lose 
young people of capacity simply 
because they believe public life 
to be sordid," Mr. Perrault

Mr. Peterson told the member 
the public schools "should not 
be held responsible for the 
public image of politicians . . . 
especially the harm politicians 
bring to this image in another 
house.

"They teach that public life is 
an honorable profession," the 
minister said.

"I’m afraid we have some 
responsibilities ourselves in this 
respect, responsibilities that un­
fortunately are being ignored in 
other places," Mr. Peterson

matching grant for Uvic con-| 
struct ion.

Mr. Peterson said Uvic fell f: 
behind its construction schedule! 
so it had only drawn $2 million| 
in progressive government pay-| 
ment s when the Tri-University J 
Building Fund was set up.

The minister said the govern-1 
ment gave a special commit-l 
ment to the Tri-U fund which) 
was more generous than 
matching grant but on the| 
understanding that it super-T 
seded all previous matching! 
grant arrangements which both! 
Uvic and the University of B.C.iJ 
had.

Mr. Macfarlane said that byl 
1970 Uvic will need $17.5 million, | 
including the $500,000 matching | 
grant that has been withheld, tog 
meet its building needs for a| 
projected student population of g 
5,000.
DEFICIT

He said it will receive only! 
$10.9 million from the Tri-U j 
fund, leaving it with a deficit in [ 
1970 of $6.4 million.

Mr. Macfarlane said SFU’sl 
per student capital grants byf 
1970 would equal $2,571 against f 
$1,551 for Uric.

"The difference between the! 
two is $1,020 per student, andt 
when you multiply that by 5,000 [ 
students you get $5.1 million or 
almost the whole of the building 
deficit which will accrue by j 
1970," he said.

"So it becomes apparent that! 
Uvic is not being treated fairly 
in comparison With Simon j 
Fraser."

Mr. Peterson said there was I 
no discrimination. He said the! 
government grants were based I 
on actual requirements of the[ 
universities.
CAM PITS FREE

He added that the provincial! 
government gave the Lans-| 
downe campus for free to Uvic! 
when it achieved university! 
status although it was worth 
large sum of money which! 
sooner or later would bef 
realized by the university.

He also said direct compari-1 
sons between Uvic and SFU 
were not fair because all of 
SFU’s buildings are being con­
structed during a high-cost 
period whereas Uric is using the 
Lansdowne campus which was I 
built a t relatively cheaper 
prices.

Mr. Macfarlane insisted, how­
ever, that operating a split 
campus is more expensive "and 
this at a time when it has the 
saipe problem as Simon Fraser 
in developing its new Gordon
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5,000 Indian Pupils Integrated
___ . „» „ 1,11,1™ ittfiiMi «1 in- Ho aereed with Frank Calder (NDP—Atlm) th«y \.A increasing number of Indian children living on re 

serves are being integrated into the regular provincial school 
] system, the legislature was told Monday night.

Education Minister Leslie Peterson said 5.000 children 
C from reserves were enrolled last year in regular elementary 
* and secondary schools.

He said about 300 are in various vocational schools, a 
S substantial increase from the previous yeai*.
1 Mr. Peterson said also there were 18 Indians in univer- 

I sity courses.

He agreed with Frank Calder (NDP—Atlin) 
tegration is the ideal.”

Earlier, Mr. Calder opposed a suggestion by Cyril Shel-j* 
ford (NDP—Omineca) that a special vocational school be’ 
built in the North for Indians to tram them for work in pulp,' 
mills, mining operations and similar jobs that are opening; 
up in the North.

‘‘A great many of our students have entered vocational., 
schools and are doing very well,” he said.

- As an integrationlst. I must oppose any separate build-| 
ings or segregation of Indian children.”

•: 4 / J / >. --4 ;

IT'S TIME WE CONCENTRATED 
ON ELEMENTARY EDUCATION’

The B.C. education depart­
ment is neglecting primary and 
elementary classes, said Lois 
Haggen (NDP — Grand Forks- 
Greenwood) Monday in the 
legislature.

With the proper emphasis on 
these formative grades, she 
said, much of the need for later 
retraining might be eliminated.

“Elementary classes are 
much too large,” Mrs. Haggen 
said.

In addition, teachers are not 
being granted the help nor the 
salaries their jobs require, and 
“are not being shown as a 
professional body as they should 
be.

“It is high time we concen­
trated more on primary and 
elementary grades,” Mrs. 
Haggen said.

also
the

The teaclier shortage 
came under fire from 
opposition member :

We have been living off the 
programs and training facilities 
of other countries for many 
years. It is time we had 
sufficient facilities of our own.”

Mrs. Haggen asked whether 
teacher training clubs in the 
schools have provided satisfac­
tory numbers of teacher re­
cruitment material, and why 
more people generally were not 
being attracted to teaching as a 
profession. _________ ' '

She felt too much time wasp 
being spent on the parts of 
teaching staffs performing non- V 
teaching duties such as lunch-; ? 
room supervision.

Education Minister Leslie 
Peterson said special efforts are i ' 
made to increase the number of k '• 
teachers and 20 per cent of B.C. | ; 
university students enter thei : 
field of education — the highest ! 
ratio in Canada.

V :

Govt May Lift Ban 
On Exporting Pulp

Forests Minister Ray Williston 
suggested Monday that export 
of pulp wood logs may be per­
mitted for a limited period to 
help the industry deal with an 
over-supply situation.

I He made the suggestion at 
the end of a review of the 
government’s proposed “full 
utilization” policy for the B.C. 
forest industry which he de­
livered at a meeting of the 
legislature’s forestry commit­
tee.

i A chief factor in the “full 
utilization” policy is the in­
sistence that present uneconomic 
trees and waste wood be fun-i 
ne lied into the pulp plants that 
are proliferating across the pro­
vince.

The government has been un­
der fire from some quarters in| 
the industry for permitting eo 
many firms to build or plan 
construction of pulp mills that 
there will be a glut_____

The government response has.

“While I agree that the pupil 
teacher ratio still is too high, it 
is being reduced,” he added■

ooes Pinned 
On Talks 

With Ottawa
An upcoming federal-provin 

dal education conference may 
hold the key to Improved uni­
versity financing through gov 
eminent grants, Education 
Minister Leslie Peterson told 
the legislature Monday, 

lie was replying to criticism 
8by Put McCïeer (L—Point 

Grey) that politicians have 
yet to grasp the fact that 
excellence in post-secondary 
education relies heavily on the 
drawing power of monej 

We won't have our share 
of outstanding men until we 
can offer the best education 
in Canada, and one of the 
better in North America,” the 
member said.

Mr. Peterson said the forth­
coming education meeting of 
premiers and prime minister 
will deal with university finan­
cing, subject of Bladen royal 
commission report last year.

He hoped the federal govern 
ment would come through with 
more financial assistance as 
the province has done to pay 
for capital projects. The minis 
ter observed that the Bladen 
report recommends a $5 per 
day student grant.

been that any over-supply will 
be temporary only.

Mr. Williston told the com­
mittee that he would appreciate 
it making a study of the situa 
tion with a view to making 
recommendations on the con­
ditions of export of pulp wood 
logs during the over - supply 
period.

Until now, there has been a 
strict ban on such exports and 
special permission has been re­
quired from the government to
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Another 1,000 
To Get Gov't 
Scholarships

The top 3,500 second class honors students entering! 
B.C. universities this fall will receive provincial govern-| 

: ment scholarships—1,000 more than at present, Edua 
cation Minister Leslie Peterson announced Monday.

Compromise 
Plan In11 *

Townsite Row|
MM ____

I A special legislative com-u 
mittee on Monday warmed to an 
compromise prot>osal to solve! 
the Western Mines townsite | 
controversy.

The compromise was sug-L 
gested by two real estate firms ; 
which said they would develop a 
townsite at Comox Lake, be-j _ 
tween the park and Courtenay. !

This would require construe-’ ! 
tion of a 16-mile road from V 
Buittle Lake inside the park to J 
Comox Lake, which is nows 
connected to Courtenay by 

^ logging road.
| The proposed new route would $ 

j enable the Western Mines ore| 
trucks to haul minerals from! 
the minesite to Union Bay! 
where a deep-sea loading dock! 
exists, instead of going through! 
the park to a road leading toi 
Campbell River where new l 
waterfront facilities would havejl 
to be built.
SERIOUS LOOK

j The committee indicated it I 
LJ will take a serious look at thep 
I suggestion made by Rockland g 
b Agencies of Nanaimo an^h 
fe A r n e 11 and Wensley of|
| Courtenay.

Both Industrial Deveopment, ;
| Trade and Commerce Minister!
' Ralph Loffmark and Leo Nim-P 

j sick (NDP—Tranbrook) were|
-i enthusiastic after the meeting\\
I — about the first time theyrj 
ij have appeared in agreement!-;

since hearings began on West- i 
|em Mines' request for permis-!
H lion to build a 1,000-population | 
f town on Buttle Lake.
| Mr. Loffmark said the real!
I estate firms’ suggestion would|
| eliminate the need for a wide!
I corridor cutting Class A sec-|
I tions of the park in two to|
| permit ore trucks to drivel 
I through to ihe Campbell River|
| road.
I Both he and Mr. Nimsick!
| agreed that Western Mines®
| would have to be compensated |
I for an access road now nearing |
I completion alongside Buttle!
| Lake if the alternative route I 
Pi was required by the govern-1 
I ment.
I The Western Mines road than|
| could become a public roadi 
1 giving all persons access to the|
I eastern shore of Buttle Lake,I 
■ chief attraction of Strathconal 
| Park until now accessible only® 
a by boat.

■
He also announced that burg­

laries for university students will 
|be increased and possibly 

weighted to help out-of-town 
Students more.

| And Mr. Peterson said that 
ginning April 1. the boarding 

Allowance for elementary and 
^secondary school pupils will be 

boosted by $10 to $40 a month. 
He made the announcements 

: in the legislature during 
; scrutiny of his estimates.
$1 MILLION 

tfSg All government aid to univer- 
KaB jsity students and teachers in 

entraining will be raise<l from 
Vl'. $780,000 in the current year to 

■ $1 million in 1966-67.

achievement.*'
The fund for bursaries will be| 

raised by $50,000 to a new total i 
of $290.000 in the coming year. M
DOVETAILED gfl

Mr. Peterson said he hoped 
that provincial and federal 
studént-aid bursary programs 
could be dovetailed to provide 
extra assistance for students '] 
who have to go out of town toy 
attend a B.C. University.

Mr. Peterson made the an- jl 
nouncements after several NDP 
members attached the $56 in­
crease in university fees this |

“I think universities are be-| 
coming the sanctuary of chil-| 
(iron of the privileged families,’

Mr. Peterson said the govern- declared Alex Mncdonaldh 
ment will continue its program]] < NDP—Vancouver East). "It is B 
of paying half the . tuition? no longer possible for a child of |
through every university year] 

! for all students who graduate 
with first-class honors from all 

I high schools-, junior colleges and 
JŒjSM I the Institute of Technology and 
BSE; ' maintain their standing.

First-class honors start at 80 
per cent.

°1UP 1,000
But the present limit to the 

|first 2,500 graduates with second- 
I class honors — who receive 
g one-third tuition scholarship on 
| entering university — will be 
jji raised by 1,000.

1| This will cost about $150,000 
and will cover almost all 

J students in the 70 to 80 per cent 
| category. Second-class honors 

start at 65 per cent and few if 
.-any in the 65 to 70 per cent 

j, range are expected to be within 
the 3,500 group.

“These scholarships are based 
| not on need by on achieve- 
|ment,’’ Mr. Peterson pointed 
| out. “But bursaries will be 
1 increased as well . . . and here 
| we consider need as well as

any ordinary working family tow 
go through for even a general H.„ 
degree.
‘ESSENTIAL STEP'

“Abolition Of all fees is an 
essential step if we are to have 
equality of opportunity for our 
children."

John Squire (NDP—Alberni) 
said that the present education 
system advances a pupil on 
ability up to Grade 12 “and then 
they change the goal posts and 
the question no longer is ability 
but money."

He also read several letters 
from parents in Zeballos whose 
children had to board out-of- 
town to attend high schools at a 
cost of $90 a month with the 
school district providing only a 
$30 subsidy.

Mr. Peterson said he could 
announce that the provincial 
government will pay up to $40 a 
month towards the board of 
children required by school 
districts to live away from 
home while at elementary or 
secondary schools.



'DAGGER OVER OUR HEAD?

Water Bill 
Goes Ahead

_ -phe provincial government has turned thumbs®
Ë£ down on Victoria’s bid to delay legislation on Elk-,

Beaver Lake water rights for onyeg^ ^

4 '• ■ ■ " ■■ 1 *—1—— 4U-\vater District■' »«»r Resources Minister b(, hrin^„g in the
|Ray Williston said he is anxious ,v, , .j# loKislation ias, Tuesday and 
Ito get the legislation through as \ “» • •---»**-—
I quickly as possible. It strips y J'- ,■
I Victoria of historic water rights 1 -1
I In the district.

He did however promise not; 
to proclaim the legislation law |||

| until Victoria and the Greater I ^
I Victoria Water District had had 
full opportunity to. present their 
case to the government.
‘DAGGER OVER HEADS

Mayor A. W. Toone said such 
a move would be like arguing 
with a “dagger over our 
heads.”

Once the legislation is ap­
proved by the legislature Mr. 
Williston could proclaim the bill 
law any time he wished.

“He assured us that he would 
not make a proclamation until 
every aspect had been discussed 
fully,” Mayor Toone said, ‘even 
if it takes 18 months to 
straighen things out. Mr. Wil­
liston felt that an early 
decision was required to enable 
his department to spend public 
Eunds on surveys and studies.”

Asked if the minister gave 
any reason for the suddenness 
of his actions last week, Mayor 
Toone answered “no.”

Mr. Williston warned Victoria

I within 48 hours had the as then; 
, imprinted bill introduced to thej

} house.
Monday’s discussion in Mr. 

B Williston*s office was friendly 
j enough according to Mayor 
fj Toone.

> M “It was a good discussion 
J ": lasting about l1* hours.” he 
XH said. “But I suppose the
_ ;i lasiuig tiuvui i x K'TWnl 111 1

1 said. “But I supi»ose the only him that I
tvf] thing we fully agreed on was to attend.

ljjyjSraH3 that a great deal of discussion \\\

city solicitor
P. O’Grady, water commi 

, . . : a sinner Ronald Upward, < 
Mj water commissioner J a m _ 

*“™*ïHv,Garn<?tt, city manager Denn 
| Young and Aid. Michael Griffi

PREMIER TOO BUSY
Mayor Toone had original 

\ asked for a meeting w 
- Premier Bennett and the min 
^ter but the premier inform 
| him that he would be too bi

1 was needed. We did not agree|lB
I on when the discussion should .. ' .i4'5" the assurance that there
I take place. We feel the discus-be no precipitous action.

• before the hill xvc

Mr. Williston said he 
‘offered every help and gi\ 

the assurance that there wo

sion should take place 
the bill is voted on." « m

Mr. Wllliston's decision means 
that Victoria and the GreatcrjE®

He stressed the bill would )t 
; become law until it was p 
claimed by order-in-council «

I Victoria Water District will be 
able to bring any lxiints they 

■ wish forward after the bill has 
H received the assent of the „ 

house.
H STALL ONLY E

But their arguments will only i fflu *"• ““*“r Vik Rmv
be able to stall proclamation ofgg > -68 issues such as the Elk Be. v

üK, the bill, not prevent it from Rv';
|v eventually becoming law.

Jthat before that happened th( 
iwould be plenty of time to ii 
lout any misunderstandings. 

“As we move we will 
i operate and deal with 
Î problems as they come along 
rthe minister said.

He said he was sure that si<

Present with Mayor Toone for l 
Jthe discussion were Reeve Hugh| 

Curtis of Saanich, vice-chair-f 
man of the Greater Victoria)

Lake problem could be resolvi 
Mr. Williston also repeated 

earlier statement that “there 
no question of the provinci 
government taxing water boa- 
lands

STEADY GRIND 
AHEAD FOR MLA<

Premier Bennett began pouring on the coal Monday toi? 
H finish up the legislative session in a hurry, 
n '*• He ordered a night sitting Monday but despite seven hours.
5j through the afternoon and evening, Education Minister Leslie: ; 
8 Peterson still had not received approval of his salar vote.

Indications are there will be night sittings every day of 
j the week for the balance of the session.

This probably will ensure prorogation sometime next | 
j week and possibly will see a record number of night sittings J; 
h racked up for a session.

They began the earliest ever this year when twice weekly yj 
I night sittings were instituted at the outset and 14 have been [| 
ti held so far.

The steady grind will—if past performance is a guide- 
I soon tell on the opposition MLAs as they grow tired and offer j/j 
! few arguments.

From here on, some of them can look forward to a tread-j 
I mill existence starting in the morning with committee meet- a 
I ings from 9:30 a.m. to noon, afternoon sittings from 2 to 6 |
| p.m., another committee meeting from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., and j 
I finishing with a night sitting starting at 8:30 and going to j 
1 about 11:30 p.m.
I Then, next morning, committee meetings at 9:30 a.m.
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PREMIER ABSENT PERRAULT PROPOSAL

Bonner Frees Plant Education 
In TV Wasteland'To Land of Nod

sat almost

| same motion by Attorney- 
! General Robert Bonner who 
agreed that members need their

Leo Nimsick (NDP — Cran- 
brook) remarked at 11:40 p.m. 
that opposition pressure on 
Labor Minister Leslie Peterson 
to promise Workmens' Compen­
sation amendments at the cur­
rent session were getting littlej 
attention due to lateness of the

He moved the committee of 
supply rise and report progress 
on the minister’s salary vote —j 
a government perogative — 
which would put the debate over 
to the next sitting.
PROTESTS

The speaker ruled him out of 
order, which drew a chorus of 
protest from the opposition 
benches.

Arthur Turner (NDP — Van­
couver East) lodged a personal 
protest that he had not only 
been at a committee meeting at 
9:30 a.m. lasting until noon, but 
also at the afternoon sitting of 
the house and went with two 
others to a 7 p.m. committee

Northern Student 
PaysDoublePrice'

debate while the labor minister 
was present and there was still 
business before the committee. 
He therefore ruled Mr. Nim- 
sick’s motion out of order. dents living near universities.

___
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Emphasis on Primary Classes

if"

| ^jRS. LOIS HAGGEN MAKES A 

useful contribution to the 
debate on education with her sug­
gestion that more time, money and 
consideration should be given to 
primary and elementary grades in 
school. She feels that they arc 

I being neglected and that the price 
I of this neglect could be costly in 
I years to come.

Her words are supported by the 
' opinion of experts who in recent

I months have pointed to the neces­
sity of developing the attitudes and 

j encouraging the basic skills of very 
small children to avoid frustration 
and apathy when they move into 
the higher grades of elementary, or 
junior high schools.

The demand for competency 
I among teachers in this stage of 

S schooling is obvious. An older child,

I1 properly taught in primary and 
early grades, may have the skill and 
determination to overcome the de-

TEACHER

SHORTAGE

ADMITTED

.

ficiency of a poor teacher in later 
school years. If that skill and deter­
mination have not been nourished, 
the chances are that the child's 
ability to learn by his own efforts 
will remain dormant.

The ideal, of course, is to have K 
excellent teachers in every grade— : 
but until the supply of excellent 
teachei-s is expanded, that remains 
an ideal.

Mrs. Haggcn wants to know,I 
also, why we are not producing | 
enough teachers of our own, with­
out depending on the graduates of 
schools outside this country. The 
answer, as the minister indicates, is 
that so many professions are mak­
ing their demands on high school 
graduates that we have not enough 
to go round. As it is, teaching 
attracts a large segment of the 
graduating classes — probably as 
many as it can expect to attract 
in competition with other vocations.

SCHOOL TAXES 
SHOULD BE CUT'

Between .‘>5,000 and 40,000 
children will begin grade 
school in B.C. next term and 
to date the education depart­
ment still faces a teacher 
shortage, the legislature was 
told Tuesday.

Education Minister Leslie 
Peterson admitted “we are 
short (of teachers)” after 
questions by opposition leader 
Robert Strachan.

Te said the department can 
use help in finding enough 
teachers to properly staff all 
classrooms, but said he is not 
aware of an independent com­
mittee’s list of about 1,000 
applications from abroadfrom 
persons who would like to 
teach in B.C., which was men­
tioned by Mr. Strachan.

Education Minister Leslie Peterkon Tuesday said B.C.’s 
I 83 school districts will receive a higher rate of provincial 
] help this year but how much won't be known until mid-April.

He made the statement while explaining increases in 
two factors used in the complicated provincial aid formula 

j which he announced in the legislature.
Exact effects of the changes on each school district |HH99

I won't be known until April 15 when all school board budgets 
will have been analyzed, but the general effect will Ik* to 90 

I increase the province's share of basic school costs above Æmssxv.ïÆfcHf 
| last year's average of 52 per cent.

He said the combination of the $8.3 million increase in

[school grants and the $10 increase in the homeowner grant 
_ should lower taxes this year.

“Many homeowners should be paying less in school taxes 
| in 1966 than they did in 1965 and many will be paying only 
i the residual $1 for school taxes,” he said.

1

The grant scale for helping school boards pay the salaries , 
of teachers will be raised for the first time since 1960 to J 
bring it up to 90 per cent of current salaries.

The new grants will range from $2,800 to $8,460, including jj 
I six pay categories—a boost of $200 at the low end and $500 j 
I at the high end.

In addition, the basic opebating grant—computed on 
I per-teacher basis to help with administration, maintenance | 
[ and supply costs—will be raised by $50 to $2,610.

■

Strachan Raps Paper Local' of IBËV/1
By JOHN MIKA 

Legislative Reporter
Opposition Leader Robert 

Strachan Tuesday night sharply 
attacked a "paper local” of the 
International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers which he 
said was acting as a “protection 
agency” for B.C. Hydro.

He slammed Local 344 of the 
IBEW and its business agent 
listed as Les Cranipton in

nual labor ^department reports.
The local has jurisdiction over 

all electrical workers on the 
Peace River Dam project but 
its agent ignores workers’ 
grievances and signe one agree­
ment without reference to an­
other, local that was involved, 
Mr. Strachan charged.

The NDP leader said Local 
344 was given the jurisdiction 
before the project was under 

on the grounds that it was

located in Prince Rupert and 
was closer to the work site than 
Vancouver locals.

He demanded an “independent 
inquiry so that the men can 
speak freely about working 

'conditions on both hydro pro­
jects (Peace and Columbia 
rivers) without fear of losing 

! their jobs.”
1 Mr. Strachan said that bè- 
Icàuse of a 10-ycar no-stnike 
agreement between the clectri-

! cal unions involved in the 
projects and B.C. Hydro, all 

I men who quit when working 
conditions are not improved go 
on a blacklist and can’t be 
rehired.

Labor Minister Peterson de­
fended Local 344 and said a 
grievance procedure now is in 
progress but “unfortunately the 
leader of the opposition is not 
content to let it go forward 

[without his interference.”
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DEBATE CONTINUES

Compensation! 
■ Reform Lack 

Snarls House
By AB KENT

Failure of the government to bring in enough 
' Workmen's Compensation Act amendments to satisfy 
! the opposition stalled business of the legislature for 

three hours Tuesday.
It resulted in the longest 

I season. SP * '>$, , i
Labor Minister Leslie Peter- 

|son was target of opposition 
!?;demands for a commitment that 
I more Tysoe commission recom- 
|mendations would be acted upon 
[at the current session.

Mr. Peterson refused to give i 
Bthat assurance despite heavy 
^pressure from all quarters of|i 
lopposition benches and his §| 
|salary vote was pulled back affiÊ 
111:40 p.m. for further debate Ü

Pleas were made by Leo® 
|Nimsick (NDP — Cranbrook)
I who said that aside from 
v.4‘Measly increases” in widow’s 
sand children’s pensions the 
| government had not acted on 
Bother aspects that would 

broaden application of the act. 
i'i He guessed that $75,000 had 1 
I been spent on the royal com- 
Emission appointed in 1962 which 
g finally reported last year.

“All you’ve done with that;
| report you could have done four.j 
$ years ago . . . You didn’t need!
|a royal commission.”

Randolph Harding (NDP —] 
IjKaslo-Slocan) continued the de-f 
[jbate after Mr. Peterson said he|
|couldn’t promise anything this |
! Session.

“I am bitterly disappointed in §
I the minister's answer,” he said, j

Nonsense
It was “sheer nonsense to say rj 

|there hadn’t been time,” he said|j 
gaffer the minister said he felt |
* the government had acted “with I j 
B great dispatch” on the matter |
I of pensions.

“It didn’t take long to bring in|
| changes when there was 
jLglgg*i°n last fall,” Mr. Harding j|

Courts Said 
Too Active 
|ln Strikes

B.C. courts are being turned 
| into participants in labor dis- 
a putes by the growing number 
J of ex parte injunctions used by 
1 employers to stop picketing, the 
I legislature was warned Tuesday I night.

Rae Eddie (NDP—New West- 
«•), chief opposition 

on 1;

night sitting of the

Many re.com mendationsj 
■j should still be brought forward 

even though the session is 
> ' nearing an en<i.

^ “I doubt if it will last another 
two weeks. It is just about time 

' . . we had a labor minister in this 
province that

mm lend labor unionists,” he; 
; shouted.

“You should be on your feet I 
fighting for them . . . You] 
Should be standing up against( 
your colleagues in the cabinet.

“And what do you do? Youl 
ere an apologist for the cabinet| 
In this legislature,

Two Portfolios
Mr. Harding said the labor | 

| minister, who also is education I 
| minister, cannot handle two| 
I port folios property.
1 He said the labor portfolio | 

["‘shouldn’t be a hobby, that’s 
g What it looks like to me.

“If you treated the industrial-1 
lists the same way you treat the| 
|working man we’d have 
| complaint.

“We don’t have to tie down! 
|these people,” he said, referring | 
| to labor legislation that pro-| 
|hibits political dues checkoff. I 
j'They are responsible people, I 
Must as responsible as the people | 
IwVp hine them.”

■ General Strike
He referred to the “trouble”

|that arose last fall (a reference! 
|to a proposed general strike).

“I lay most of the trouble at8 
I your doorstep,” he told Mr. F 
!jPeterson. It was because he is ai

BILL AIMED 
1 AT LOOPHOLES

The government introduced a| 
Ibill in the legislature Tuesday! 
laimed at plugging all legal | 
|loopholes in its takeover of B.C. | 
| Electric.

The power measures bill 1 
1 would validate and confirm ,thc| 
I final agreement, dated last! 
|Aug. 20. which amalgamated! 
| the B.C. Hydro and Power Au-1 
slhority. B.C. Power Commission! 
y and B.C. Electric Company I 
n Limited.

_ “You can’t possibly do a job i 
I In education and labor too. Tell, 
|the premier tonight, T want toi' 

be relieved of my labor port- Ij 
1 folio.' Go down to his office and!', 
I tell him. If you’re afraid I’ll go| 
I With you.

“It would be your biggest 
icontribution to labor in this | 
I;province,” Mr. Harding said, jj 
F Opposition Leader Robert 
IStrachan called Mr. Peterson’s [] 
^attention to labor a “half day i 
g week” job.

“I don’t know if he spends| 
I that much time on it,” Mr.| 
I Harding said.

“Nonsense,” the minister re-| 
| plied. “How do you know?”

Was an Insult
The pressure was kept up by | 

I Liberal Leader Ray Perrault, f, 
| who said it was an insult to the fcj 
I house that no action had been [1 
| taken this session.

Alex Macdonald (NDP 
| Vancouver East) noted the f] 
| government has had the Tysoe £
|recommendations since Novem-| 
|ber without acting.

“They don’t deserve to holdl 
|office,” he said.

“This is our last chance fori 
lassurance this session,” he said, !
I explaining that once the mini-1 !
| ster’s salary passes further 
I debate on the subject will bejj 
| ruled out of order.

He said a great deal of labor Lj 
| unrest in the province is due to| 
restrictive legislation, especially!

I on financial contributions by|
I unionists to a political party. |
S But the government allows 1 
| freedom of companies to makeg 
I political contributions.

cussion of 
Peterson’s estimates.

He said the ex parte injunc­
tions were intended to fill a 
special purpose where instant 
court orders were provided tem­
porarily t9 prevent an irrepar­
able harm.

“As such they should be a 
rarity rather than the rule 
they’ve become,” he said, con­
tending that B.C. has more ex 
parte injunctions in labor dis­
putes than tiie rest of Canada.

“TTiis abuse is reducing the 
status of the courts to that of 
a participant in these labor 
disputes and I think we should

■ewer 
Dropouts 
In B.C.

British Columbia has the 
best rate in Canada of stu­
dents who remain in school 
beyond the age of 15, Educa­
tion Minister Peterson told the 
legislature Tuesday.

“The dropout rate has de­
clined In B.C. and the reten­
tion rate has increased to the 
best in Canada,” he said.

to scl

leaving age, he added. It is 
based on total numbers of 
children starting school com­
pared with those who com­
plete their schooling.

The minister was comment­
ing on a suggestion by Leo 
Nimslck (NDP — Cranbrook) 
that minimum school leaving 
age be raised from 15 because 
of the greater importance of 
education today.

The age limit was set arbi­
trarily years ago, he said, 
and today needs upgrading.

“Certainly I would be the 
first to encourage students to 
attend school well beyond the
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)OWNTOWN CANOPIES APPROVED

m ÉWi&iï ■ ■

Uvic Centennial Stadium 
Gets Legislature s Nod ■ MV

a

____ ‘-:r
.vTumcipal Affairs Minister I * 

a Dan Campbell Tuesday cleared |
| the way for a number off1 
g changes on the Victoria scene.

The projects include:
• Construction of a centen-F 

3nlal stadium on the Gordon!
I Head campus;

• Canopies over downtown!
I sidewalks where groups of mer-| 
fichants a ne willing to pay for 
i them; !

• Freeing eight waterfront 
g lots on Belleville between the 
fjB.A. Paint Company and CPR 
] : terminal as building sites for ant]
| observation tower planned by |
|private interests;

• Construction of a new and!
B expanded Royal Athletic Park!;
P stadium to start this spring at r 
| cost of about $700.000.

All projects were involved in 
an annual omnibus bill toll 
amend the Municipalities Vali-| 

à dating and Enabling Act—a! 
p catch-all statute giving indi- 
gvidual legislation to specific ji,
I municipalities which can’t fits 
jjinto the general Municipalities!
|| Act.
‘ One section cites the March I 
I agreement between the four |
I Greater Victoria municipalities, | 

the Greater Victoria centennial |

I committee and the Umversity of 
B.C. and says it “is declared to 

ij be lawful. . . and binding on all 
;! the parties . . * ”

This meets a condition of the 
agreement that legislative ap­
proval and certification be 

; obtained.
Two sections are involved in 

| the Royal Athletic Park stadium 
| project.
I The first doubles the city’s 
I borrowing limit against the T. 
Is. McPherson estate to $1.5 
}\ million to provide the money for 
|j construction.

The other gives the city a 
[Iguarantee of immediate posscs- 
! sion if it expropriates 1002 and 
jj 1036 Caledonia for the stadium 

site’s expansion.
Under present legislation, the 

k city could have been delayed 
t; until after expropriation pro- 
Dceedings were completed— 
1 sometimes taking a year— 
jg before it could move into the 
I properties.
* But it needed immediate 

[^possession on rights in order to 
beat the May 1 dealinc for 

I claiming the $22,000 balance in 
1 the fire insurance payment on 
si the destroyed stadium.
I TRUST PROVISION

ier section
trust provision on eight lots on 
Belleville in which a crown 
grant stipulated they must bc, v 
used only as a waterfront V 
esplanade.

| Twice the city was frustrated 
by the trust when it wanted to 
sell the land for a federal 
marine dejx>t and an expansionHH8 
of the paint comjwny plant.

It now is considering 
proposal by a private firm HP 
Wishing to build an observation
tower, and the bill would permit_^
sale of the land for any purpose# I 
approved by the Capital Im-Im­
provement District Commission fl 
which would weigh the impact 
on the legislative precinct.

The sidewalk canopy legis- 
lation was sought as a result of 
a proposal to establish a canopy 
on the north side of the 700 
block Yates Street, complement­
ing one erected on the south 
side several years ago on a co­
operative basis by merchants.

It would permit the city to 
bu ild canopies, who ne requested 
by a group, and maintain 
them—charging the costs back 

:i to the property owners on a 
local Improvement basis as Is 
done with sidewalks, roads and

{

IUAL ARGUMENT

'm:,- • NDP Tiffs With Socreds 
On Union Political Bars
The annual argument over the 

B government’s legislation forbid- 
B ding use of union dues for 
I political donations cropped up 
I Tuesday night in the legislature 
| during Labor Minister Leslie 
I Peterson’s departmental esti- 
g mates.

Mr. Peterson noted that the 
i legislation had been upheld by 
I the Supreme Court of Canada 
I but Alex Macdonald (NDP — 
fl Vancouver East) advised unions 
| there were technical ways of 
| circumventing it.

(Mr. Macdonald told a union 
group in Victoria recently that

the law docs not forbid use of 
union funds other than dues for 
donations to political panties 
and also that it could spend 
dues income on “political edu­
cation” if not political action.)

"I’m rather surprised that 
they're still looking for ways to 
get their hands in the pockets of 
the working man for political 
purposes,” said Mr. Peterson.
ACCUSATION

John Squire (NDP — Alberni) 
demanded the minister retnact 
the remark because it amounted 
to an accusation that “some­
one's trying to steal money.”

His objection was ruled out of 
order and-Mr. Peterson main­
tained his statement was 
correct.

He added that the law merely 
ensured union funds were not 
diverted foe political purposes.

“Do the same to companies 
and we won't object,” called 
Mr. Macdonald.

As heckling broke out on both G 
sides of the house, Mr. Peterson | 
said current labor unrest is§ 
largely “caused by this unholy! 
wedlock of the New Democratic! 
Party and organized labor.

“The ordinary working man is I 
concerned about this and even it! 
you obtain millions in political p 
donations you won’t get the| 
union man's or the working § 
man’s vote in the next elec- y 
tion,” shouted Mr. Peterson. 
UNHOLY WEDLOCK

Opposition Leader Robert I 
Strachan accused Mr. Peterson I 
of hypocrisy in decrying the! 
NDP as an “unholy wedlock” | 
with unions.

“He himself has attended 1 
meetings in Vancouver of hotel-1 
men who wanted political action | 
and they contributed to the :.| 
Socned political campaign funds. | 
The minister knows what I’m| 
talking about.”
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00-Foot Space Needle 
To Tower Above Victoria
._________ ___Hnsj

Victoria's ever-changing sky*!
| line will make a dramatic lean Os 
j into the space-age in 1967 with H 
I the completion of a proposed 
| 300-foot-high space needle.

First step towards construc­
tion of the tower was made in 
J the legislature Tuesday night 
I when the government approved 
J the removal of restrictions on 
I four lots between Pend ray and 
| Oswego Streets giving the city 
j full title to the property.

The city has held the lots in 
i trust for many years but restric- 
I live legislation had insisted that 
j they be used only for an espla-

With full title to the property 
I the city can dispose of the prop- 
| erty as it sees fit.

The space needle, to he con- 
| structed by Skydeck Interna-1 
S tional, Toronto, will be built 
I with aluminum.

ALL ALUMINUM
! Anthony Bristowe, a partner |
| in Yorkshire Securities, and !
| Douglas Gage, associated with |
I Pemberton Holmes Ltd., sayl 
ü that Victoria will be the first iH 
j city in the world to have an all-1:,
| aluminum tower.

The $450,000 tower will be |
1 built along the lines of the’space I 
b noodle in Seattle, although only i 
I half the height of the 600-foot iv 
| World’s Fair effort. M

In addition to the tower and&H 
r its soaring observation deck the If 

base and surrounding area willy} 
r be landscaped with lawns andl 
i, gardens plus pools containing 

*. marine life.
At the top of the single-column II 

ji tower there will be two circu-[j 
!,l lar decks. The lower deck will [
; ; contain a coffee shop and souve- [j 
jjnir shop. The upper deck will If 
V be an open observation platform jj 
I equipped with high-powered bi-1

inoculars for close-u^ewing <3 
I distant landmarks.

The core of the tower will 1 
Blwuse a high-speed elevator | 
S with a 500-feet-a-minute speed I 
land a top capacity of 600 pas-1 
g sengers an hour.

While the project still needs | 
I city council approval no diffi- 
| cuHies are anticipated in obtain- 
Jjing a unanimous vole to let con- 
gstruction go ahead.

Studies made of visitor pot en- r 
1 Hal by the builders show, the I 
J tower can expect a visitor po-f 
gtential of 500.0Q0 people a year. |
I WATER TOWER

When constnictcd the tower P 
I will be almost level with the! 
I familiar water tower landmark! 
Ivvhich has long dominated thef 
| high Rockland Avenue area.

The water tower stands 3501 
I feet above sea level.

Grants sa/d large ïnougï

No Need for Fee Hike

Bennett
By JOHN MIKA 

Legislative Reporter
Premier Bennett Tuesday told I 

I the legislature that a $25 million I
■ provincial grant to the three I
■ universities this year should I
■ head off any further fee in-| 
|creases.

He made the statement after I 
■prolonged questioning by opposi-f 
Ition members angered by Edu-| 
■cation Minister Leslie Peter-f 
1 son’s refusal to give a break-1
■ down of the grant which will be | 
J shared by Universities of B.C.,| 
I Victoria and Simon Fraser.

He also declined to say 1
■ whether the grant was more or I
■ less than the total requested by| 
1 the universities.

Alex Macdonald (NDP — |
■ Vancouver East) noted last I 
fl year’s $56 increase in university | 
I fees shortly after the legislature I 
I prorogued and said “We are ini
■ great danger of the same thing I 
I again.”

“As premier and minister of 1 
I finance, I don’t think there willl 
I be any increase in fees this| 
I year,” responded Mr. Bennett.

Alan Macfarlane (L —Oakj 
I Bay) demanded to know if the! 
I grant is more or less than the!
■ amount sought by the universal 
I ties.

“I know what their requests I 
| were, as president of treasury I 
I board, and that’s why I say in I 
I my considered opinion there will I 
I not be a fee Increase this year,” I

Mr. Macfarlane insisted that 
g an opinion is not good enough 
land the legislature should be] 
| given an assurance.

“I can give you this assurance I 
3— the grants are large enough
■ this year that there should not 
I be any increase in fees this |
year,” Mr. Bennett said.

Last year the government
■ grant was $18.5 million for 
I operating grants. This year the
■ estimates provide $25 million but 
Ido not say how much will go to 
I each of the three universities.

In addition, the estimates 
| provide capital grants of $3 
8million for UBC, $4 million for, 
gSFL and $1 million for Uvic —j 
I the same as last year.



IN AME-CALLING ERUPTS IN HOUSE

Bennetf Lights Election Fuse
By TERRY IZZARD

With gunpowder already in 
H the air, Premier Bennett 
I] decided to set ofi his ovvn 
Ij election fever time fuse in the 
|1 legislature Wednesday night.

!j During a bitter crossfire 
slanging match with Opposi- 

|j tion Leader Robert Strachan.
Id "the premier said:

I “You aie going to hear a lot 
about that general strike in 

■ the next, general election.” 
j He was sparked into making 

M the comment after Mr.
| Strachan called him a “poli- 
f I tical opportunist of the worst

j The name - calling erupted 
_| during opposition criticism of 

i L a b or Minister Peterson’s

[WATCHDOG UR(

handling of last year’s threat­
ened two-day strike.

Said Mr. Peterson : “You’re 
going to hear a lot about that 
general dr ike.”

In a ,'urthcr outburst Mr. 
Peterson accused Mr. Stra­
chan of being an “anarchist 
and supporter of general

Replying to Mr. Bennett’s 
comment on an election, Mr. 
Strachan said of the premier 
he was "ruthless, arrogant 
and without principle” and 
“continually threatening us 
with a general election every 
time we try to fulfill our role 
as the opposition."

Referring to last year's 
near general strike, Mr. Stra­

chan challenged Mr. Peter­
son: “You said it was an NDP 
plot and the National Demo­
cratic Party knew nothing 
al>out it.”

Replied Mr. Peterson : “I 
did not nil an untruth. I said 
it was instituted by jiolitical 
bedfellows of the NDP. And I 
stand by that.”

At this ix>int of the foray, 
John Squire (NDP — Alberni! 
called on Mr. Peterson to 
resign “ï'ou’re not fit to 
hold the portfolio.”

Although morning was fast 
approaching, Mr. Strachan 
still found time to come back 
with a fast remark when the 
premier shouted across to him 
to take his hands out of his 
pocket.

Quipped Mr. Strachan : With ^ 
you, Mr. Premier, and with '?û 
all of you, I keep my hands in >4 
my pockets.”

While mem’rers continued to 
bandy words back and forth 
across the floor, Mr. Squire M 
introduced the present discon- M 
tent by B.C. Ferries employ- J 
ees against working hours. g|

He said: “I'll warrant you, fl 
Mr. Premier, that unless you | 
change the rules on those ? 
ferries they’ll be down this 
summer.”

As further outbursts came a 
from the government benches, ; 
Mr. Squire plonked down in ■ 
his seat with the final com- .# 
ment to the premier : “Oh : 
shut up go roll your jf
hoop.”

Review Set 
On Aid Cut 
To Painter
Labor Minister Leslie Peterson indicated in the 

legislature Wednesday he would look into a two-year- 
old fight by a former Victoiia painter for Workmen’s 
Compensation Board recognition.

Mr. Peterson asked Alan I
Macfarlane (L -Oak Bay) for! ed to England in order to obtain
the man’s claim number so he ; treatment for an injury received 
could have the case re-exam- while at work here. Mr. Macfar- 
inod. lane said the man went back to

‘I’ll give you the number; I’ll) Britain in ortiei to get away 
give you my whole file on this! from WCB influence, 
matter.” Mr. Macfarlane said' “I’m glad to hear tire case 
following a review of the case in ! will get the minister's personal

Right Shoulder Was Injured

debate on Mr. Peterson's salary 
vote.

He was referring to the case

intervention and give confidence 
to other workmen in the prov­
ince they will get proper

of William Dickinson, a married j attention for their claims,” Mr 
“man with daughter who return- Macfarlane said.

Evidence He Needed Treatment
Mr. Dickinson was on com-1 of doubt “in all instances.” 

Bpensation for a time, then was! “I think the board should 
cut off even though there j adopt a different philosophy in 
appeared substantial evidence dealing with these claims,” Mr
that he still needed treatment

“I think the board is wrong in 
this case,” Mr. Macfarlane said, 
“but they are not prepared to 
make any change in their 
decision.

“The doctor in Enlgand ex­
presses absolute amazement in 
Workmen’s Compensation Board 
handling of this case. 
t He said “any doubt at all 
should be resolved in favor of 
the workman” when there is 
dispute over compensation 
claims.

Mr. Macfarlane suggested the 
appointment of a legally-trained 
“permanent watchdog” to en­
sure no slipping back by the
b j. Donald Smith (SC—Vic­
toria) agreed that the working

Smith said.
This, in brief, is what hap­

pened to Mr. Dickinson :

“The right shoulder was in- specialist who “told me he could j 
jtired. He fried to carry on. find nothing wrong with my p 
couldn't, was off for four days, .-bowlder and that in his opinion! 
went back, had to quit after a I was quite capable of returning! 
fexv days. 1 to work as a painter.”

'He consulted me and 1 Dr. Scott Wallace wrote the I 
referred him to a specialist in board disagreeing with this I 
Victoria. Foi sonne time iie and finding, stating the man was in- j 

worked together to improve, capable of moving his arm Li 
the situation. He was treated; through a complete range vol-1 
iioth in and out of hospital. untarily.

"The basis of the whole The board doctor then said he | 
problem is that the shoulder j agreed with the Vancouver | 

t improve. A painter \\ :h a ; specialist, although Mr. Dick-| 
bum shoulder isn't much good.",inson says the board doctor!

In correspondence from Eng-jwrote on an X-ray slip: “Twist- 
iland. Mr. Dickinson said the ed shoulder,, limited mobility.” 
board wrote Dr. Scott Wallace! Mr. Dickinson said the board | 
in March, 19G5, expressing dis-11 hen decided to terminate hisg 
satisfaction with the lack of! compensation payments, with | 
progress and suggesting he see;half-benefit ending on May 25. 
another doctor,. “Unfortunately nobody seem- i

He went to Vancouver and ; ed very keen to oppose the h 
was examined by a board I compensation board and a fur- % 
doctor who suggested further j ther suggestion w as made that 1 i 
p h y : iotherapy. supplemented j should go to the U.S. for i 
with some extra exercises. j treatment and another opinion,” | 

He went downtown to visit a he said.

'We Returned to England'
“After careful consideration I j change in its previous decision, 

decided to raise what mon y I ' For the rest of last year he 
could and neturn to England;con!'nued to receive tneatment 

ith mV wife and five-year-old! in Li\ c .'pool, 
daughter.” j Last November the Liverpool

• In July, 1964. he injured 
his shoulder at work;
• His family physician, Dr. 

G..Scott Wallace, diagnosed the 
injury and recommended treat­
ments;
• The Workmen’s Compen­

sation Board paid him compen­
sation until May, 1965, when 
payments ended;
• A British orthopaedic 

surgeon confirmed the findings 
of Dr. Scott Wallace;
• The WCB rejected two 

appeals claiming he was not 
suffering the injury.

‘There is no question but that 
the accident took place at 

said Dr. Scott Wallace-

Whilc the board decision hms ^,l^1
bring made, he was en route to

rave a written report 
upported Dr. Scott Wal-

Liverpool and, when he hoard Pace *n beginning, 
the decision, he appealed. I Tl^ «-Port was sert to the 

board with a letter from Mr.The notice of appeal contained Dickinson asking foq a review of!
,UVerPlM' his case. For the second time. I 

orthopaedist Who stated: an appea, was tlmled down ^|
“You had a capsulitis of the board maintained the injury I 

shoulder and movement under;wasn’t caused by the accident, 
anaesthesia was considerably j £>r. Scott Wallace said the* 
resfrirred. In fact, in order, to I basic jxiint is that the man| 
get full movement, I had to; couldn’t move his shoulder prop-1
break down adhesions by mani­
pulation.”

The doctor said he had no 
doubt the condition would have 
prevented the painter from 
working in Canada.

The appeal failed and the 
board notified him there was

erly and when forced to it gives | 
him pain.

He said the board is "unalter-1 
ably” taking the opinion of one| 
surgeon while several 
disagree.

“I know he's not a 
;eren,” he said.
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'TOP OF THE MORNING TO YOU ALL'

Accident' Ends Filibuster
By JOHN MIKA

Times Legislative lie porter
The legislature ushered in St. ; ;

(Patrick s Day early this morn­
ing with a row that saw an 
immovable government break | 
nn irresislablc opposition.

“The top of tlie morning to 
you all," grinned Premier Ben­
nett as the house adjourned at 
32:12 a.m. following the end of a ... 
11-hour, ban le over labor de 
partment estimates that began j 
Tuesday night and continued i 
through Wednesday afternoon] 
and night.

The opposition mounted - 
massive filibuster that ran more 
than nine hours in an effort to] 
force the government to" promise i 
it would amend the Workmen's „ 

iCompensation Act at this ses-1 
sion by improving benefits and - 
procedures.
The filibuster, apparently*.

1 ended by accident, was followed i 
by an hour-long pre-election 
political fight over last: fall's 
general strike threat anti then] 
was resumed a final hour.

Throughout, the government| 
refused to agree to any commit­
ment that it would introduce at 
this session any legislation to 
increase further, WCB pension 
raises prov ided by the budget or 
amendments suggested by Mr. 
Justice Charles Tysoe in a royal 
commission survey that began |

| more than four years ago.
T1IRLE MOTIONS 

The opposition threw three 
separate motions at the govern­
ment - including a rare ;oinl 
NDP - Liberal non - confidence 
amendment — but tailed to 
budge Labor Minister Leslie 

* Peterson from his declaration 
that he will not rush a major 
revision just to beat the end of 

this session.
More than 25 speakers enter- 

pod the debate. Many of them 
||spoke numerous times, led by 
dchief opposition critic Leo Nim- 
jjsick (NDP — Cranbrook) who 
■ made lengthy speeches and read 
I sections of the 441-page Tysoe 
I Royal Commission report on the 
| WCB six or seven times.
Ï WARNING

Tlve treadmill succession of 
opposition speakers followed a 
warning by Mr. Nimsick that 
the attack on Mr. Peterson's 
office expewe vote of $8,068— 
first item in the labon depart­
ment estimates — would be 
maintained “until you promise 
you will bring in some sort of 
legislation at this session."

But the debate expired sud- 
denly a few minutes after the

__________________  m
lie no-confidence amendment.
The government made one of 

its many attempts to have the 
question on the office expenses 
put and, for the first time, no 
opposition member rose to 
intervene with another speech. 
•HOLD IT!’

As the Socred "ayes" rang 
out, Opposition Leader, Robert 

tSfrarhan jumped to his feet 
with a start and called out:

^ |"Hold it. wait a minute."
. He whirled around to ask 

' i several of his backbenchers if 
j they had any more to say but 
(during the hesitation Premier 
Bennett quickly introduced the 
next money vote and the 
(filibuster was over.

The non-confidence amend­
ment was made by Gordon 
Dowding (NDP — Burnaby) and 
(Harny McKay (L — Fernie), 
calling for a reduction of the 
minister’s office expenses to $1.

"We oppose this motion and 
from this night on, the opposi­
tion will be known as the one- 

(dollar party," shouted Premier 
Bennett.
-10 C ENT PARTY’

"You just gave some of the 
T (compensation) pensioners 69 
q cents a month raise — so you’re 

j|; -the 10-cent party," Mr. Nimsick 
I shouted back as the division 
'•bells rang and the government 
‘jmajority rejected the motion.

Earlier, the government side| 
factually was out-voted 
^voice vote on a motion bv Mr.|
! Strachan that the minister’s

I estimates be tabled until he| 
introduced legislation to up-J 
grade the WCB — but it didn’t | 
count.
Randolph Harding (NDP —I 

|Kaslo-Slocan) protested that! 
there were 17 opposition mem-f 
bors in the chamber against the 
14 Socreds still in their seats 
but committee char,man William 
Speare (SC — Cariboo) said “I 
didn't lake time to count" and 
ordered ringing of division bells 
for a formal roll call vote.

MLAs, summoned by the 
bells, hurried back to the 
chamber from coffee, naps and 
conferences and when the stand­
ing vote was taken the govern­
ment beat down the motion 28- 

16.
Mr. Strachan asked that the 
vote be Recorded in the journals 
of the house but later Speaker 
William Murray ruled it not 
only could not be recorded, the 
motion was out of order bee use 
the opposition had to vote for or 
against the government money 
vote but not postpone considera­

tion.
About half an hour after the!

I marathon debate resumed fol-l 
lowing the supper break. Mr. I

■ Strachan tried again 'with 51 
|motion to adjourn discussion! 
[land "report progress."
j OUT OF ORDER

Mr. Speare ruled this out of 
|t order as "an abuse of the 
y house" but his decision was 
I challenged so the Speaker, was 
F called back in. He ordered a 
| division on the challenge, Mr.
] Speare’s ruling was sustained 28 
[ to 16, and the debate resumed.

The same arguments broke 
| out again as midnight ap­

proached and the legislature 
reached the final items of the 
$6,198,473 labor department esti­
mates, including $2.5 million as 
first installment on a $10 million 
government subsidy to the WCB 
and $500 for hiring temporary 
assistance.

Mr. Nimsick said the subsidy 
represented the first time that 
taxpayers had been tabbed for 
such payments and it should 
have been added to normal 
assessments on industry which 
supports the WCB fund.

Mr. Strachan said the amount 
should be raised to S7.5 million 
this year to enable the board to 
grant furiher pension increases 
bu Mr. Speare pointed out he 
was not empowered to make 
such a motion.

I "So if this sum is not 
adequate, the responsibility 
rests squarely on the govern­
ment," Mr. Strachan empha­
sized.

TEMPORARY ASSISTANCE
Mr. Harding said the tempor-l 

ary assistance vote should be 
raised by $10,000 so a specialist 
could be hired to draft quickly 
legislation to improve the WCB 
“because it’s obvious the minis­
ter, who has two portfolios, is 
too busy to look after compen­
sation matters."

When the sums finally were 
approved by voice vote, Pre­
mier Bennett demanded a for­
mal roll call division even 
though there had not be a single 
nay.

All MLAs were recorded In 
favor, of the $2.5 million subsidy 
in the formal vote which ended 
the longest debate of the 
current session and first one to 
go beyond midnight.

During the debate, the opposi­
tion made a single small gain. I 

Mr. Harding said the WCB 
doesn’t even cover one of the 
deep miner’s illnesses — known 
as "caisson disease" — which is 
similiar to the bends that strike 
deep-sea divers at times.

Mr. Peterson said he would 
look into the . situation and 
rectify it if thene was 

1 inadvertent ommission.



art in Roasted for Making! 
Despicable' Statement

MIKA
And AB KENT

Severn oppostion ML As Thurs-B 
flay demanded the resignation ; 
lot Health Minister Eric Martinr 
lover his handling of chronie fI

Socrcd backbenchers re-| 
|mained silent except for two| 
|who added to the criticism.

Mr. Martin withstood a blis-| 
itering attack for 6’,a hours | 
^before receiving his salary votefi 
|at 11.20 p.m

He, declined to reveal the$ 
inumber of, persons actuallyh 
|oecupying some 3.000 beds heg 
^claimed were “available” now!:) 
"for $l-a -day extended care *i 
a under B.C. Hospital Insurance! 
■Service.

Angry Cries

■■fprovision' of some^OOÔ^iadi-g 
■ tional B.C.H.I.S.-covered beds 
y for chronically ill persons.

,'Too Restrictive'

And he touched off an angry| 
[outburst when he claimed that! 
■much of the criticism of the| 
[chronic care programs is raised! 
|by people who see their inherit-1 

ances disappearing in private| 
|hospital bills for relatives.

"The next-of-kin get angry I 
|because they see an inheritance $ 
gjdisappearing,” he said.

Cries of “shocking,” “despic-|
I able” rose from furious oposl- 
|tion MLAs.

"I’ve experienced it per-1 
|eonally,” the minister persisted. | 

He said many people who dofcj 
|not need supervision could stay! 
I in cheaper boarding homes but| 
fl prefer to spend more money in| 
|order to have more luxurious! 
1 rooms, service and meals.

jjRelatives Unhappy
“But it costs more and their 1 

|next-of-kin don’t like it,” he| 
I said.

“That’s the most despicable | 
I tiling I’ve ever heard from 
I minister of health,” stormed I 
I David Barrett (NDP — Dewd-| 
|ney). “It’s a terrible statement!

- that the next-of-kin are trying | 
I to dodge their responsibility tog 
|protect their inheritance.”

He challenged the minister to| 
"say it outside the house” — |

■ where there is no privileged! 
J immunity from libel suits.

He said even the back-§
■ benchers were disappointed and!
■ angered with Mr. Martin’s! 
B chronic care programs and he| 
| should resign.

iSocrecfs Critical
Two of the most telling blows! 

I were struck by Herbert Bruch § 
I (SC — Esquimalt) and John! 
HTisdalle (SC — Saanich) al-1
■ though both said they were sure! 
I the minister was doing his best§ 
gin a difficult situation.

Mr. Bruch said Mr. Martini 
■should increase hie offer of 501 
I per cent grants to non-profit!
■ private hospitals 25
■ them so the beds would qualify | 
| for $l-a-day coverage.

He said this would encourage |

Mr. Tisdalle said the medical 
qualifications for coverage “are 
too rigid and restrictive.” He 
added it obviously was designed 
to keep the number low because 

I there are insufficient beds in 
[non-profit institutions to handle 
the numbers who need the help.

He also said is was unjustly 
cruel to play a game of 
“musical beds” by moving 
elderly people out of non-profit 
institutions because they did not 
fit the new program's quali­
fications.

“W e h a v e u nfortunately 
created two classes of people — 
those who are able to get in line 
and qualify and those who can’t 
so they are not able to get $l-a- 
day coverage,” he said.

jLease Proposal
Mr. Tisalle said the govern-J 

; I ment should at least lease!
H private hospitals so the beds | 

would be covered by B.C.H.I.S.j 
j“and these people put on

■ equal footing with those in non-1 
I profit homes” until enough! 
[public beds are built to handle|

^ the volume of cases.
Oppostion leader Robert jj 

| Strachan said Mr. Martin should |
1 resign for misleading the legis­
lature on the definition off 
['chronic care cases and fori; 
[refusing to say how many now 
tactually receive $l-a-day |
| coverage.

Mr. Strachan read a definition!
■ circulated to provincial welfare [j 
I offices by B.C.H.I.S. Dec. 19, 
j 1965, which Mr. Martin referred |
| to as based on federal govern-jj 
kjment policy.

Later, he quoted from a letter!
| he received from former federal \ 
jj health minister Judy LaMarshl 
[which referred to chronic cares 
[basis outlined by Mr. Martin inj 
[a letter to her as “sound.”

“You’ve been telling us ati g 
[afternoon that Ottawa laid downj 
| the regulations,” Mr. Strachan|
| came back. “Now he reads a 
1 letter that indicates he laid ;; 
jdown tiie regulations.

“Read the one you wrote tojj 
| Miss LaMarsh and file both j 
I with the house.” he said to the!
I minister. “You’ve been mislead- [
] ing this house all afternoon
■ you are now hoist on your ownj 
[petard.” Mr. Strachan said.

“Author, author,” cried Lib-!; 
[eral leader Ray Perrault.

Mr. Martin said he would jj 
[produce the first letter later as| 
!he ctid not have it with him. 1

j Qualifications
According to the definition of g 

[chronic care circulated, a pa-g 
[tient must:

Not be in need of acute ory 
|rehabilitation care;

by illness or^

ability skilled nursing services 
available 24 hours daily with 
continuing medical supervision:

Be unable to walk or use a 
wheelchair without assistance;

Be completely or substantially 
unable to care for himself, 
needing staff assistance getting 

:4| in and out of 6Ü9. washing?
U bathing, using the toilet, bedpan 

or urinal, eating or moving in 
bed.

i A patient will not be eligible 
$ who can walk without help, get 

™ in and out of a wheelchair and 
operate it independently, unless 
the treatment needed necessi­
tates continuing attendance of a 
graduate nurse.

“In other word s,” Mr.
■I Strachan quoted, “the functional 
lability of the patient is of 
paramount importance in deter­
mining medical eligibility al­
though diagnosis, medication 
and treatment must of course 
be taken into account.”

„ He said, “If a patient has any 
4; functional ability at all he can’t 

-’get covered.”

Not Even Mummies
Mr. Barrett said the definition 1 j 

was so restrictive that “even an .i 
Egyptian mummy couldn't % 
qualify if he was all wrapped up| 
in bandages but still standing on ,- 
his feet.”

Social Credit considers! 
chronic care facilities like soap I 
flakes — the best for those who : 
can pay the most, said William 1 
Hartley (NDP — Yale).

He said Mr. Martin should! 
resign if he could not take| 
action to buy out or expropriate^ 

HHapproved private care facilities^
’ to put ti

m,
i put them under B.C. Hospital 

Insurance Service.

'No Alternative'
Alex Macdonald (NDP

- : Vancouver East) said Mr. Mar-| 
•W; tin had “no alternative but to»?

[resign” because his failure toH 
là / ‘ • ; start a chronic care program 1 

j years ago had resulted ini 
| ! proliferation of private hospi-1]
" tals which now will cast at least $

, j $37 million to buy back — more|] 
jthan double their cost because?

!j compensation would have to be| 
[paid for lost profit.
I Randolph Harding (NDP 

I Kaslo-Slocan i and Gordo nt 
jDowdii* (NDP — Burnaby Fl 
8 repeatedly accused the minister |
- of failing in his duty andj 
? peppered him with demands he|

™ resign.
*" Liberal leader Ray Perrault | 

j confronted Mr. Martin with a| 
statement made by the minister [ 
in 1955, promising a Social | 
[Credit convention 50 per cent| 
financial aid to chronic care| 
hospital construction.

He suggested 600 persons ing 
the province may be receivings 
[chronic care coverage today —8 
“It’s not good .enough,” he g 
stormed. ’ % . I

Throughout, Mr. Martin mam- §



tdffordc care program in Canada 
«but it was hampered by the: 
ifederal government s rœusai to 
Iprovid 
1 assistance.

y^v . -

'.URBS ASSESSMENT RISES
)vemmen*'s rrfusil 
e auftyent financial

laximum

Reduced
'] Attorney-General Robert Bon- 

finer Thursday night introduced a 
bill to put both minors and 

j bartenders on the same scale of 
fines for infractions of the Et; 

| ‘ Liquor Act.
3 It would eliminate minimums! 
and alter the maximums in ail 
cases of convictions involving 

|f serving of liquor to minors.
Minors breaking the law now 

' jare subject to a maximum fine 
I] of $50 but the waiters who serve | 

them must pay at least 5300 and 
up to 51,000.

Both would be subject to a 
maximum of $150 under the 
proposed schedule.

In addition, the owner of the 
licensed premises involved 
would be subject to $150 for a 
first offence and a $2,000 fine 
for a subsequent offence instead 
of the present $1,000 to $4,000 
scale.

Mr. Bonner said the change 
was being made as as result of 
considerable criticism that the 
present situation is inequitable..

HIDING

Bennett Nails 
Down Planks 
For Election

H§

V

Skillings
Withdraws
Comment

Waldo Skillings (SC —- Vic­
toria) made a personal crack 

Sat the legislature’s lady mem-1 
a her Thursday night and drew! 
Ian instant order for withdrawal! 
■from deputy speaker William 
gSpeare (SC-Cariboo).

Lois Haggen (NDP —Grand 
1Forks-Greenwood) was on her 
| feet during debate on health 
g ministry estimates and having 
g her own trouble with the chair- 
Iman for trying to work in com- 
|ment on an agricultural matter 
«raised earlier by Premier Ben- 
h nett and replied to by the leader 
I of the opposition.
I DIFFICULT

She was saying it was diffi- 
cult to be denied privileges ac- 

| corded to other members of the 
Mouse, when Waldo cracked: , 

You’re hiding behind your;
skirts.”

There was a second of shock-1 
ed silence before opposition fi 
members growled their disgust! 
and Mr. Speare rose to his feet, I 
B^sping the microphone toe 
order the member for Victoria! 
|to withdraw in apology to Mrs.j 
’Haggen. I

“If you order me, Mr. Speak-1

By JOHN MIKA 
Legislative Reporter

Premier Bennett Thursday night indicated he is 
ifeffifror Plannin8 an election now and it will feature an outright j 

grant to home-buyers needing a modest down paymentR 
as one of the government planks.

üpfl

.
.

- m

He underlined his intentions 
by introducing another plank of, 
tiie platform—a bill which would 
slam the brakes on rapidly 
climbing property assessments 
attributable solely to market 
demand.

All three moves were made 
separately in and outside the 
legislature.

No wonder we're going to 
the country !” he shouted during 

floor debate, the first time he 
has admitted election planning 
already is under way.

Later he drew special atten­
tion to the new bill which would 
put a five per cent ceiling on

from being driven out of their 
homes by rising taxes.

He said the government had 
the limit under study for the 
past two years because the 12-1 
year-old Assessment Equaliza­
tion Aot had brought school j 
district assessments into equi­
librium and there was no 
further need for major fluctua­
tion in general assessment

It was just a question of
property assessment increases what the limit would be and I 
to be permitted in any one as minister of finance decided 
year—where there are no al- five per cent. But that doesn’t 
terations—as a major boon to mean the assessors have to 
all property owners. increase assessments

And he told The Times in the much,” he said, 
corridor that he now is con-j “They don’t have to increase 
s i d e r i n g a “non-repayablc them at all, but if they do they 
g'rarrt” rather Sian a low- can’t go higher than five per 
interest loan for families on cent.”
modest income who can’t raise Mr. Bennett agreed that the 
the down payment for a home, limitation could be construed as 

The announcement might a solid election clue “but there 
come next month or in the next, have been lots of others too.” 
few weeks,” he said, whether orj He volunteered the observa­
it legislation would be needed! tion that a newspaper report 
at the next session. j had predicted the polling date

When asked for more details, would be May 6.

and Education am 
ter Leslie Peterson, the premier j 
shouted :

“No wonder we’re going to| 
the country.

“We’re not going to stand any I 
__ longer these insults and per-1 

that | sonal attacks on the duly-elected | 
"ministers of the province.”

Opposition M L A s shouted I 
back that he was trying to| 
threaten the legislature.

'I make no threats,” cried 1 
Mr. Bennett. “I make only! 
commitments and announce-f 
merits.”

It was the first time thel 
premier did not play coy while 1 
taunting the opposition with thel

lie said he could not say more 
but insisted lie was not floating 
a trial balloon.

3 MANY LETTERS
“We already have had a great 

Ideal of interest—many letters, 
Jail favorable,” in response to 
I his hint in the legislature 
I several weeks ago that some 
| method of lending tenants a 
| down payment to buy a home 
| was being considered.

Mr. Bennett said the five per 
I cent annual ceiling on assess- 
: j ment increases would prevent 
I annual homeowner grant in- 

ises “from being eaten up” 
would help prevent people

Asked if it were correct, he 
only grinned puckishly.

He ended the interview with 
the request: “Don’t quote me 
too much.”

Earlier, he tipped off_the
legislature^ that he is planning
an election while trying to draw 
blistering opposition fire away 
from Health Minister Eric Mar­
tin’s handling of chronic care,
THREATS 

But Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan slammed back that 
election threats would not stop 
the bombardment of cabinet 
policies.

Waving his arms and shower­
ing the opposition with accusa­
tions of deliberately personal 
attacks on Mr. Martin, Agricul­
ture Minister Frank Richter, 

ttomey-General Robert Bonner

withdraw,” the Socredg

possibility of an election. He has y 
met repeated predictions of an| 
early election with the assertion | 
it could be called this year, nextg 
year or in 1968. Q

Later, outside the house, heB 
told The Times, “I have nothings 
to add to my statement,” whenj.j 
asked if it would be possible tog 
call an election in 1967 or 19f 
on the grounds of alleged ins lilts gj 
to the cabinet in this session.

“The premier can resent allfj 
he likes,” Mr. Strachan an-i^ 
swered the premier. “He cant] 
threaten us but he’ll nevexf 
intimidate us.

“We are going to continue to Lj 
expose the shallowness of thisU 
government and its hoaxes on| 
the people year after year.”

He said the premier was g 
afraid of “any critical examina-1 
tion of the ministers he ap-S 
pointed and stand exposed with | 
using a very cheap political | 
trick the premier learned wheng 
he was in the coalition.

“Obviously the ministers andti 
the premier are now living in g 
fear and trembling, otherwise! 
they would not be so jumpyJJI 
we were not getting throughtheM 
chinks in the armor they put ong 

said Mr. Sti

:
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The Pre-Election Pattern 
Discerned in Legislature

The legislature takes tonight 
| off by royal dispensation—a 
8 welcome bneak in the steady 
| grind towards dissolution 
kjw h i c h the 
Bg o v ernmentj 
i|hopes is only]
|a week away.

The Queen] 
ijMother’s side 
f, trip here for 
1 a few hours 
I while on her] 
i !way to Aus-i 
j tralia is far!

slrort of Pre- 
|m 1er B en-
| j nett's earlier hopes that the 

Ejmonapch herself would come 
: for a formal visit to help kick 
Joff British Columbia’s jump 
Son the nation in the centennial 
g celebration business.

But it still will be a 
^highlight of the current ses- 
] sion and many an MLA’s wife 

will be dazzled by the oppor-

Mika

By JOHN MIKA
Times Legislative Reporter

tunity to speak with royalty.
However, their politician 

husbands inevitably will give 
a stray thought to the impact 
the Queen Mother’s presence 
alongside Premier Bennett 
will have on the spectators 
wlio—ver«y soon apparently— 
will be voters.

Events in and outside the 
legislature seem to be settling 
into a smooth pre-election 
pattern.

Numerous opposition mem­
bers expect a general election 
to be called soon after proro­
gation although a few still

people generally feel a bit 
hung-over as they pack away 
summer camping gean and 
boats and start worrying 
about winter unemployment.

However, there are ML As 
who stick to the opposite 
theory. They hold that 
autumn the season of har­
vests— is the best climate in 
which to approach the voters 
for support in a political 
campaign.

The argument, of course, 
Devolves entirely around per­
sonal opinion and preferences 
and Premier Bennett tra­
ditionally has been a Septem­
ber booster when it comes to 
elections.

There has been a story 
circulating in the background _ 
that the Socred braintrusterssuspect that the premier will uiav UIC uvvtcvl 

seek to dissolve the house made an interesting conelu-
----- sion In the 1963 fall election

post-mor,tem when the party^^ppvt 
racked up 33 seats. It appears 
they decided ttiat had the *’• . ’ 
election been held the follow- jfRrarjra 
ing spring, the party would 
have substantially increased V" 
its majority.

'-.v-

1

larching
Backward? 
Fluoridation

British Columbia is marching | 
backwards while the world « 
pushes on with water fluorida-1 
tion to protect childfcn’s teeth. 1 
the legislature was told Thurs-j

"We're moving in the- opposite 1 
direction to the world in this | 
important health measure,’ 
said Pat McGcer (L—Van-| 
couver-Point Grey).

"At the present time, one out I 
of three Americans drinks! 
fluoridated water, one out of six! 
Canadians, and one out of 25 j 
British Columbians," he said.

New York, Detroit and Dallas! 
have fluoridated their water! 
supplies since the legislature! 
opened Jan. 27. The United I 
Kingdom ‘‘is totally behind I 
fluoridation," Connecticut state I 
has a law compelling muni-1 
cipalities to fluoridate their |

I water and New Zealand 
| committed to fluoridation, he| 
said.

"With all this going on, in! 
Britixh Columbia six muni-1 
cipalities have rejected fluorida-1 
tion this year and last year it I 
was rejected by eight muni-1 
cipalities."

Health Minister Eric Martin! 
gave no answer when he asked! 
what the plans the department | 
had "to speed this healtin

before its business 
pleted.

Even prominent Socred 
members are betting on 
whether polling day will be 
May 9. 16 or 30, all Mondays. 
May 23 is ruled out because it 

j^gis part of the Victoria Day 
weekend holiday.

Æ The merits of a spring 
J election versus fall are being 

lût sec iously debated—in the 
MLA’s hotel rooms, not the 
legislative chamber of course.

It would be the first provin­
cial spring election in B.C. 
since the run-off vote called 
iby the premier in 1953.

Like Idea
Most seem to like the idea. 

Phe world is fresh, aw akening 
from the long sleep of winter 

B snows and dark, and people 
! are in a happy frame of mind 
ti looking fonward towards sum- 
timer holidays. The politicians 

feel this atmosphere would 
g make for an easier campaign.

September elections are 
i always chancey, coming after 
i the uncertainties of the grow­
ling season in rural areas and 
Bfire season in the woods and

toUi

'COMPEL DOCTORS'
ÏÏO REPORT BEATINGS

Legislation to compel doctors to report all cases of child J 
beatings and abuse by parents was proposed in the icgisla- g 
ture Thursday by Alex Macdonald (NDP—Vancouver East).

He added that doctors at the same time should be pro- J 
tecled from slander and libel suits when they do report \ 
suspicious cases.

He asked Health Minister Eric Martin if he was contem- f 
plating introducing a bill requiring disclosure of such cases. !

"I have no comment at the moment." Mr. Martin said j 
after a quick conference with Premier Bennett. "All these | 
things are under study day by day

Many Clues
Ever since, there have bpen?|g 

clues filtering down that next;T 
time a June vote would beg] . 
considered. 1

Hie latest ha id due point- 
ing towards a spring election 
came -, this week when the 
premier spent most of 
day—and luncheon In the 
Union Club-with two execu-,^; 
tives of the firm that' nor,-g§ 
mally handles Socred cam-j 
paign advertising and Danny| 
Ekman.

Mr. Ekman, formerly 
ecutive assistant to the pre-i 
mier and now employed by® 
Frank McMahon of WestcoastF 
Transmission, has been loaned ^ 
to the premier to help plan! 
campaign strategy in past! 
elections—according to the g 
testimony of A1 Williamson y 
last summer.
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Lot of Court Cases'* 
If Riding Bill Passes

"the government s redistri­
bution bill passes without! 
amendments to the Elections] 
Act, B.C. courts will be faced 
with a "flock of cases" opposi­
tion MLAs warned in the 
legislature Friday.

They were referring to 
previous argument pointing out 
that the Elections Act is based 
on existing electoral districts, 
most of which would disappear 
under redistribution.

Controversial Bill ?>2 passed 
committee reading vvith amend­
ments providing for 55 members 
qf the legislature instead of 52 
as at present.

Opposition members resisted 
the bill all the way, urging the 
whole matter be returned to the |. 
Angus royal commission whose

HHH restoitne province, he stated, 
i The leader said instead of 1 

nüHfurther amendments, the gov-b 
ernment had so mixed up the g 
matter and strayed so far from n 
the terms of reference it had no I 
alternative but to refer redistri­
bution back to the commission 

| g «isp if it want to avoid the label ofg 
gerrymander.

E Government "tapi|)ering wHhl 
blithe bill had upset the balanceK 

( between rural and urban! 
areas) still further," said Alexr 

;lMacdonald (NDP Vancouver! 
8 East >

•HARD RATE OPERA’
Liberal leader Ray Perrault 

said "redistribution has become 
more like a third rate comic 
opera rather than an exercise inreport was tabled at the opemnK iud , lampcrrd

of the legislative session. l.mlr.mHlegislativ
The non-political report was 

]accepted by the opposition, but 
| the government’s bill made 
i significant, changes in the Angus 
i recommendations, drawing 
■ opposition charges of political 
j( gerrymandering.
THIRD READING NEXT

Before the bill passes the 
| legislature it must be given the 
I formality of third reading, 
g without further debate, and 
|when the 27th legislature is 
j dissolved it becomes law.

That makes it law before the 
j next provincial election, opposi­
tion members pointed out.

The more amendments there 
| are introduced, the further] 
|away from the Angus commis­

sion s terms of reference the 
| matter goes, Opposition Leader 
I Robert Strachan said. And the 
j more the bill moves away, the 
| more changes are required, he

j OUT OF BALANCE
Restoration of a Kootenay B 

I seat merely makes the lower! 
| mainland and Vancouver Island jf 
| further out of balance with the! 
rural areas of the province, he I 

[said.
If it is mandatory that there 1 

be seven scats in the north, as 
opposed to the commission's 

| recommended five, this should | 
-the reference point for

tinkered vvith three times."
Randolph Harding (NDP 

Kaslo-Slocan) said he still was! 
unsatisfied with the amendment| 
giving the Kootenays another lj 
seat. "On the basis of popula-1 
tion our area is entitled tog 
another two seats." he said. I 
urging the two cabinet members 1 
for the Kootenays to stand up§ 
and fight for them.

Attorney-General Robert Bon-1 
ner said no legislative body | 
could avoid its responsibility! 
entirely by turning a matter?:

H such as distribution over to an£j 
independent body.

Gordon Dowding (NDP 
Burnaby) said the government | 
is playing off one area against! 
another with its changes to the I 
bill.

g NEW VOTER'S LIST
He tried to introduce 

| amendment that would ensure a | 
anew voter’s list, but he was! 
g ruled out of order by chairman | 
1 William Speare (SC — Cariboo),
I who pointed to 'a standing rule | 
i that gives the government per-t 
logative to amend the ConStitu-§ 
|tion Act.

Mr. Harding asked Provincial | 
I Secretary Wesley Black whether 1 
S there would be legislation to I 
I cover discrepancies as a result! 
a of the bill "You’ll have to havef 
| them" he said.

Mr. Black said he hadn’t 1

: n.
Mr. Harding predicted 

"whole flock of court cases 
I from one end of the province to 
I the other" if the bill passes 
I without Elections Act amend- 
1 ment.

J. Donald Smith (SC - 
| Victoria i said llir opposition 
I was playing politics with redis- 
! tribu tion. Hr said it had been 
I obvious that in fairness the 
I Angus Commission’s reronv 
I mendations of huge northern 
I ridings would have to be 
I modified.
I AGAINST CHANGES

"That’s why the oppositions 
I decided they would insist on the§
1 Angus recommendations be-F 

cause they are against the!
I changes and they had their 1 
a sticky political fingers in llieref 
Ifrom the start." he said.

John Tisdalle (SC - Saanich),]
I who previously had announced P 
| he would vote against third |
Ij reading, said he would support I 
I it in deference to public opinion.]

He recalled that last weekend |
I he appealed for Saanich voters I 
1 to bombard the premier's officeB 
I for demands that the proposed |
| Saanich and The Islands riding|
9 be altered hut in fact no one g 
I had bothered to write.

"They have clearly indicated|
| they are not interested." he I 
I said. "If they feel this is a good!
:] thing,, then who am I to fly in g 
| the face of their opinion.
1 SUPPORT BILL

"And the opinion of the public 1 
| through the press has been 1o§ 
■ applaud this bill. Therefore you g 
g must support the .bill.”

Alan Macfarlane (L Oak I 
I Bay) said he would not sit in his I 
I seat merely because some edi- ]
I torials approved of the bill.

"I'm sorry the member fori 
I Saanich feels he has to knuckle g 
J under to one editorial writer.’
I he said, contending the redistri-l 
gbution issue should be sent back! 
I to the Angus Commission with 1 
I new and wider terms, of | 
8 reference.
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COLLEGE CHIEF SAYS:

$140 Top Price Set 
For Dental Plates

jj The president of the College | Dr. Munsie said that there 

—- of Dental Surgions of B.C. said j have been only a few applica- 
Friday no one need pay more ; lions for refunds over the years 
than $140 for false teeth 9nd “because the average’fee is just

: anyone who has could apply for
H|ia refund from his organization. 

But Dr. E. P. Munsie of 
Vancouver ad<k*d one important 

1 qualification — if the higher 
price was paid as a result of an 
agreement between dentist and 

Impatient then there can be no

•/j Dr. Munsie explained tn an 
j. .1^' 1 interview a submission he made 

Bs Thursday to a special legislative

I' committee studying dental 
mechanics and technicians regu­
lations.

He said the dental college’s 
K schedule of fees provides for a 
M standard charge of $140 for 

set of dentures, 
h Anyone who was charged 

.yaBmore is entitled to the extra 
H money back “unless the dentist 
«has tokl them beforehand” that 
Km his price was higher. 

rA He said refund applications 
shoul<i be made to the college’s 

■ registrar. Payments are made 
‘out of a sPccial assessment 
all dentists, 

f. Members of the committee 
H predicted there would be a run 

Mite 071 refunds because they knew 
jÿg of many persons who paid more 
$ than $140 for their plates.

about $140 or $150.”
Cyril Shelford (SC — 

Omineca) said the public was 
unaware that the college had} 
set a scale and would refund I 
excess charges and that was 
why there were few applica- '•

He said he knew a person who | 
had paid $1,250 for a set of 
dentures. Dr. Munsie said if 
there had been no prior under­
standing or agreed estimate 
before the work was done, then 
that person could apply for 
return of $1,110. ______4.- „return
m

Government Bends 
jTo WCTU Wishes 
On Liquor Laws

'I VANCOUVER (CP) The pro-1 
vincial government refuses to 
relax B.C. liquor laws because 
it's afraid of the Women’s Chris-! 
tian Temperance Union,” Ernie 
Le Cours, Social Credit mem-;

! said Thursday.
] Le Cours, in a speech to 
group of students at the Unive

posing its wishes on 2,000,00( 
j people in the province, 
j "They cause all the trouble, 
Its cowardly of the govemmen 
to bend to the WCTU’s demand: 
And it’s hypocritical becaus

He said lots of people who o[

J “liquor makes people feel goo< 
and they can't stand that."

Le Cours said the Social Credi : 
cabinet sits in an ivory tower 
but if the members got out and 
rubbed elbows with the people 

the streets, maybe there', 
would be some changes.”

Vandalism Serious 
In Access Program; j

I More than 100,000 Vancouver] In another incident, . ■lnr T.1nllml
I*Islander, were admitted' t»j]in River, a Isilt was placed in'?»
■ private logging roads owned byi|he gears of a shovel M

five forest companies last year|loa||er an(1 lf the operator had"1 
-,rwi thn ctpndilv mounting use is I, Wore starling tl

at Frank- 4

■ |

-
■We have experienced 

massive direct loss from fire,’ 
the company added.

It said a 1.700-ai-re fire at 
Kelsey Bay last September cos] 
$15.000 to suppress 
destroyed 27 million board I eel 
of timber. It was caused by 
hunter

The above incidents are

ton is

SPC A

tools, fire extinguishers

ave i

operated the wire could
parted and employees 
have been hilled

and die steadily mounting use is Lot rollced tt before starting |||M| ... ... .
serious vandalism! machjnpr), £|ying bite of gearW 

teeth could have <loWn
bystantlers.
MASSIVE I.OSS -CTmrerore».

corhmittee

creating
problems.

This was the gist of submis- 
sions by MacMillan ploedel and 
Powell River Ltd.. Crown Zel- 
lerbach (Canada I Ltd., ami 
Canadian Forest Products Ltd.
Among several other B.C. firms 
that presented briefs to 
special legislative 

I Friday.
: in general, the public access 
program launched in I960 is 
working reasonably well but its
very popularity with recreation- ^ __ ______
ists is creating some problems^ ^ tQ indicatP the continu- 
from an abusive minority, tnei nee{j f0r public education 
committee was told. I regarding responsibilities that

However, none of the sybm.:s"I accepted when entering
sions advocated c losing the I Ianllt for recreational
roads to the public again. purpose5.” M.B.P.R. said.

MB PR reported 56,861 ner-n ■-----
sons used its .1.016 foil” °f 
private road, most of It on themn KjgHff 

- There wereHH 
saws.

line and other equipment 
■■A much more serious result 

is vandalism whirl, could 
danger the lives of loggers, the 

! brief said.
! it reported a hunters bullet 
kicked a spar Ivor guy line M 
Northwest Bay and d 

amage had not been 
covered before the tree

Island, last year, 
cases of theft of
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New Deal Asked 
For Farm Hands
There would be no shortage of days, workmen’s compensation 

farm laborers if they were given an(* unemployment insurance.
, x . .. ___ Tliey are excluded at presenta decent wage and w-uvking con- 1from these programs by law 

ditions, a legislative committee -po help farmers operate on a 
was told today. more businesslike basis so the>

The B.C. Federation of Labor could afford to provide decent 
presented a brief opposing the pay and working conditions, the 
B.C. Federation of Agriculture’s labor federation proposed sweep- 
reguest that harvest laborers be ing provincial government as- 
tcmporarily imported from other sistance.
countries each year. This should include encourage-

The labor organization pro- menl- though legislation and 
posed that farm laborers be!low-interest loans, establishment 
given the same protection ofjco-operatives both for culti 
the law as other workers vation and of adequate acreages 

apd purchases of modern ma­
chinery; more research on both 
machinery and crops; establish­
ment of all necessary market­
ing boards; and more agricul­
tural vocational training similar 
to that provided fishermen.

The brief said that other seg­
ments of the work force have j. 
progressed as a result of legis-j 
lation intended to ensure them 

decent standard of living.

matters as minimum 
hours of work and holi-

RKAL CAUSE
“And yet, when we look at the 

agricultural industry, we find 
time and again that farm labor 
ers are specifically excluded 
from the operation erf almost all 
beneficial legislation.

“Here, we believe, lies the 
real cause of labor shortages in 
agriculture.

“For many years now, B.C. 
has had a high rate of unemploy­
ment and yet one major seg 
ment of the economy suffers 
from underemployment.

“The simple reason is that the

mm
MM

economic returns are not sub- Ü
stantial enough, the security not 
high enough and the protection 
against personal injury not 
strong enough to attract the 
average person into farm work 

matter how long he has been 
unemployed.

ns*



TUESDAY. MARCH 22, 1966

Major Hike Due 
In Water Rates

Costly Hookup With Victoria
Required Soon on Peninsula

By JOHN MIKA 
Legislative Reporter

Saanich Peninsula water boards — which fought 
against a Victoria proposal to charge a wholesale price 
of five cents per 1,000 gallons—were warned Monday r»: 
they soon will face more than double that rate.

The warning came as the,
I legislature gave second reading I*-0 sl,PPly a11 the jieninsula.

,,-iHv Ale,» Meeferle.J 1531(1 Elk Lake ObviOUSlywith Alan Macfarlane ... . . . . ... .will be insufficient to meet their 
J (L—Oak Bay) casting the only needs and they soon will have to 
jjdissenting vote — to a bill that!connect to the Greater Victoria 
■ would transfer Victoria's water Water District’s Sooke Lake 
| lights over Elk and Thetis lakes 
a to the provincial water rights 
8 branch.

W a t e r Resources Minister 
| Ray WilHston denied the bill is 

manoeuvre in the current 
I controversy between Victoria 
iinnd Central Saanich over the 
latter's use of Elk Lake water

i Recreational Values Stressed

Reservoir system.
(This inevitably will involve a| 

costly pipeline extension. Theig|
GVWD, a co-operative wholesale1 fggjgggBiiMBa
agency operated by the Greater^
Victoria municipalities, already, p**SÜ3Ëi 
has to charge 13 cents per 1,000 
gallons for its Sooke Lake jnggyL 
water.)

Mr. WilHston also warned tiiat 
I the recreational values of Elk 
lend Thetis lakes overshadow 
| their limited potential as water­
sheds and would be protected 
I for the general public good by 
| the provincial government.

He said a complete study of 
■ all aspects, and agreement of 
■the municipalities, will be 
| undertaken before the bill is 
I Implemented.

This could take a year, he 
|said.

He gave repeated assurances 
| the recreational values of Elk 
land Thetis lakes and the water 
| supply value of Sooke Lake 
“will be safeguarded even to a 

y greater extent than formerly."

Mr. Williston said the current! 
controversy had led to the I 
discovery tiiat only Greater: 
Victoria in all of the province! 
was exempted from control by| 
the water rights branch under| 
provincial legislation. The bill à 
was brought, forward only to4 
rectify this situation.

"The legislation has nothing^ 
to do with land owned by the y 
city and in a no way abrogates,; 
the rights over land, easements^ 
and pipelines which has been,1! 
referred to in general comments| 
to the press." he said.

Because of tlie current con-' 
troversy, it had been "mistaken- ' 
ly" thought of as a lever in the< 
present situation," he said.

Proper Study for First Time
He said the Victoria Water 

|Act of 1873 — which would be 
| repealed by the bill — did not 
^safeguard the recreational 
lvalues of Elk and Thetis lakes. 

“No one really knows yet how
■ much water can be remdVed 
I from Elk Lake and still retain
■ the recreational amenities of 
5that body of water," he aid.

"And these are more valuable 
llhan using the lake for drinking 
I water purposes.

“A real study will now be
■ taking place for the first time 
|with officials of my department 
E participating ... and this may 
gtake a year.

“There is a feeling in North 
I Saanich that Elk Lake provides 
g the answer for the water needs 

that vast region but anyone 
ho gives this even a little

Major Expansion on Peninsula
Mr. Tisdalle observed that a 

$ properly based water supply 
a system, would quickly bring 

|5 sewers in its wake and. create a 
g major expansion of development 
|in the peninsula.

He added that his constituents 
[/!had felt that the provincial 
^government was not dealing 

iwith the problem properly while 
''the city was reluctant to agree 

8| -Éi ° continu*nK an arrangement 
V'under which the federal govern- 
H ment had obtained water from 

XM SlKlk Lake.
Mr. Macfarlane said that the 

^fifigarrangement with die federal 
NHfcovcmment virtually gave away 

|Fj water "as a patriotic gesture in 
wartime" for a nominal $1.000 a 

l year.
Central Saanich wanted to | 

continue this 20 years 
while reselling the water to 
other districts and declining toj 
join the Greater Victoria Water 
District, he said.

Mv- Macfarlane decried the 
“unnecessary haste" of the 
government in introducing the 
bill.

"It shouldn't be passed at this 
session because it frustrates 

1 w"hat might have been an early 
|agreement" among the munici­

palities themselves resolving the 
I problem.
I "The problem of giving 

adequate water to North Sean-BlS 
ich must be solved by negotia-iu 
tions on a regional basis underf 
G r eater Vic toria Water!
District." he said. "This act is il 
not going to bring that about.

He said if the government 
intends to force GVWB "into an 
unconscionable contract, then it 
(government) is in real trouble.

“Does tlie minister want to 
liold an axe over someone's 
head? Is that the reason for the 
legislation?" .

Mr. Williston did not reply.
Mr. Macfarlane also said 

Victoria could drain Beaver 
Lake and reclaim 250 acres.
Sale of the land at $5,000 an 
acre would bring in $1,250.000.

"Beaver Lake is not a lake at 
all," said Mr. Macfarlane. "It is 
an impounded body of water.
The land under the water is 
owned by the city of Victoria, 
which has a perfect right tou 

that land, reclaim it and i
it likes." feaegfi *#■

-

m

. ».

i

t to I
study will find out very, very® 
rapidly that Elk Lake answers g 
their problem scarcely at all."

He said the Sooke Lake F 
system is the only practical \ 
answer and added that both the 
study and negotiations with the 4 
municipalities involved will be— r-t • I j*

co"gatr,he lcKS,aton ror Reconsideration
T give the House and the

SPCA Bill Leashed

Criticism from both sides ofpeople of Victoria an assurance
tiiat this will be done before the the legislature Monday night 
act becomes law," he said. sent a bill that would give (he 

John Tisdalle (SC—Saanich) $;ocjety for the Prevention of 
said peninsula residents realize 
that Elk Lake “can only be a 
temporary stop-gap of meeting
their needs."

Cruelty to Animals wide powers 
to a committee for more 
discussion,

A section that would give theThey too tock Witt )«teres» SPCA the i»wer lo sell 1 
oo a plan y w n bt in dispose of an animal after

quickly a. P“-- • giving only three daye notice to
auppbr from the same source as j^ ^ ^ h',vlest
Victoria, he said. Berts Price (SC-Vancouver

[Burrard) said an ovVher could 
Ibè away ftohi hômè and Would 
[island to lose his animal.

“It will bè à rêal shàttiè ïnd

disgrace if any organization is§ 
given such power," he said.

Gordon Dowding (NDP —| 
Burnaby) objected to the SPCAJ 
being given powers to draw up| 
regulations and laws.

"The idea that the SPCA 
should act as is own lawmaker! 
and law enforcer is to 
distasteful," he said.

However, before Attomey-| 
General Bonner could refer thi 
bill to a select standing com-J 
mlttêe, the législature gavé iff 
approval in principal.

The bill cohsoldiàtêd existing! 
laws hoW scattered in other aCti] 
into one piece of legislation.
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NEW LAW APPROVED

Police to Act 
Cautiously'

On Suspension

He .vas supported by John E 
Squire (NDP—Albemi) whoil 

S' added that the suspension files K 
■ ; should not be opened to insirr- 'jfl 

ance company officials or else 
M rates would be raised for ■ 
H| persons merely suspected of | 

[having taken a drink. ®

■B

moderation posters 
He urged 5 per cent of

provincial liquor profits be 
spent to promote moderatio.i by 
posters and other means.

He regretted a problem re­
lating to impaired driving has 
not been touched by the bill —

By JOHN MIKA and AB KENT
The “roadside suspensions” bill Monday v ,s given 

approval in principle by the legislature after Attorney- ™
General Robert Bonner said-it would be usd cautiously.

1 I Generally approving sj>eëcfiês 
■ were made from both sides ofi 

the house, in contrast to an 
earlier debate when it was 
criticized as an invasion of civil 
liberties.

Mr. Bonner maintained civil 
liberties are not at issue in the 
bill but police will be carefully
Instructed to use its provisions j ^ drjver who ]eaves the scme 
cautionIsy when suspending a q[ afi accident t0 avoid an 
driver's licence for 24 tours on j ^ ,lriving charge. 
suspicion of drinking. -*\ve siiould consider a oom-

' “The purpose of this legisla- puisory six months' jail sen- 
tion is to give some means of fence for hit-run driving," he 
clearing the highways of doubt- saL[± 
ful drivers during the duration! 
of that doubt,” he said.

I If a sober passenger is able to 
drive the car, he can take over 

I after the driver had given up 
his licence, he said.

Mr. Bonner said he could not 
agree that a provincial licensing 

I law should be used to make 
breath tests compulsory, in 
contradiction to the present 
Criminal Code.

OIL INDUSTRY 
TAKEOVER

CONFIDENTIAL
He promised that, suspensions 

»vjll be kept confidential and not 
open to view by insurance 
company officials.

The attorney-general said 
much disrespect, for police 
today springs from the fact that 
too many problems are settled 
by laying of charges, unlike the 
United Kingdom practice of 
persuasion.

“For instance, it is far too 
easy to have a juvenile record 
because one doesn't have 

: licence for a bicycle.
“It seems to me we should 

deliberately seek to keep public 
order short of charging.

“This explains why I was 
anxious to see this legislation in 
a form that was not an 
offence.”

Mr. Bonner pointed out 
licences now are suspended on a 
major scale by the motor 
vehicles branch. He said 141,974 
traffic convictions were ’ re­
viewed last year, resulting in 
8,243 warning letters, 2,789 
interviews, 2,013 probation 
periods and 3,279 suspensions 

During the debate Ernie Le- 
ÏÏ&aÊttÊÊm 12-hour 

mate.!
said thcf’Siemed legisla- 

aerve to 
drinking driver

'INTERIM MEASURE'
"I view the present proposals 

as an interim measure,” Liberal 
Leader Ray Perrault said.

Adoption of the bill could 
mean a 15 per cent improve­
ment in tlie death and accident 
toll on B.C. highways this year, 
he said.

”1 don’t think it is asking too 
much that people who take their 
autos on to highways have their 
blood reasonably free of alco­
holic impairment,” he said.
IMPLIED CONSENT

He pointed out that in 41 
American states the issuance of 
a driver’s licence contains the 
implied consent of the holder to 
submit to chemical testing of 
his blood. Previous bar associa­
tion resistance to this, on 
grounds of encroachment on 
civil liberties, had been "cast 
aside” because of “absolutely 
dramatic decrease in highway 
deaths,” he said.

Compulsory motor 
testing immediately in Victoria,

JTEMPTED BY
R*****e*eeeeee|

OPPOSITION
■■■■■■■

T--------- r—■■■■■■■■■■■■
A move to nationalize the petroleum in-!,! 

dustry by means of a 26-year-old provincial ;J 
statute was among five opposition members' 
bills introduced in the B.C. House Monday, j§j

Opposition Leader Robert Strachan §SP 
brought an amendment to a 1940 Petroleum |g 
Sales Act that would remove the need for itS 
to be made law by cabinet proclamation. ItaK 
has lain dormant on the books since its pas-111 
sage.

The act allows the government to takepj 
over pipelines and refineries and to retail oil ||L 
and gas products, a wartime measure taken i/l 
after oil companies staged a 10-day block- 
ade. The Supreme Court of Canada ruled M 
it legal for the province to regulate oil and 8 
gas prices.

A second bill introduced by Mr. Strachan 8 
would force disclosure of all interest rates ■ 
and charges on any credit sale of more than 8 
$50.

The NDP introduced a similar bill in 1963 
and withdrew it when the attorney-general j|||

| said the government would consider its own ;i||

testing imninuwm m mïw», ■ 
New Westminster, Burnaby and ... $ 
North Vancouver, with mobile 
units to test cars elsewhere, 
would cut the highway death 
toll by up to 10 per cent, he 
said.

David Barrett (NDP — 
Dewdney) said he supported the 
legislation but the government 
should require liquor interests 
to advertise the harmful effects 
as well as pleasures of drinking. [ 
The government should also I 
advertise which cars it buys fori 
government service after] 
making safety inspections, 7

Harry McKay (L-Femie) 
said he does not feel civil 1 
liberties are violated by the bill l 
but urged a review next year tol

H legislation. -
8|LONGER HOLIDAYS

Leo Nimsick (NDP—Cranbrook) proposedH 
bill to give workers three weeks’ holidays 

after five years’ employment. Legislation ^ 
now provides for two weeks after one year. || 

vehicle David Stupich (NDP—Nanaimo and The g

B"
8 no

■ islands) introduced a bill to require dealers® 
g to maintain an adequate supply of farm ma- Ç 
I cbinery parts.

And Patrick McGeer (L—Point Grey) jj 
brought in an amendment to the Municipal | 
Act that would allow a straight majority to 3 
pass a fluoridation referendum instead of 60 g 
per cent as now required.

Opposition bills rarely survive to become g
law.

that there were



TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 1966

Redistribution Bill 
Gets Final Passage

gri

the'#.,

By AB KENT
The government's redistribu­

tion bill passed the legislature 
| Monday night despite a last- 
minute attempt by New Detyio-| 
era tic Party and Liberal mem­
bers to have it referred back to|V 

| the Angus royal commission.
It requires only royal assentj 

I to become law before the next 
provincial election.

Opposition Leader Robert 
I Strachan sought an amendment 
that would return the bill to the 
commission for a report to 

I house within r>0 days.
His amendment went to 

I division, with T’> opposition and! 
Liberal votes in favor and 26j 

j against. Frank Calder (NDP- 
i Atlin > voted with 25 Social1 
I Creditors. Two members were! 
j paired.

Mr. Strachan said the royal 
commission report, which had 
been supported by the opposi­
tion, resulted from restricted 
terms of reference that put a 52- 

[seat limit on redistribution and 
the size of constituencies at 

| no lett than 7,500 voters by 1975.
As the bill had untied the 

I commission’s hands by increas-j 
I ing house membership to 55, he 
said redistribution should go 
back to the commission.

Opposition members fought 
the bill on grounds that 
amendments were made to the 

||K)litical advantage of the gov-

i

NEW BILL RECOGNIZES 
MUNK AS A SICK MAN

A bill to give magistrates discretion to treat chronic jij 
drunkenness as an illness rather than a crime was praised | 
by opposition spokesmen in the legislature Monday.

The amendment to the Summary Convictions Act passed § 
second reading—approval in principle.

It would enable a magistrate to sentence a chronic alco-l 
holic to an institution for treatment or rehabilitation or | 
suspend sentence in the case of those who voluntarily agreed § 
to enter such institutions.

Gordon Dowding (NDP—Burnaby) said this should reduce | 
the present “drunk parade” of 60 to 90 cases each morning g 
in Vancouver magistrate's court where drunk cases “are | 
processed in squads.”

He said present policy virtually imposes “life prison sen- j 
tences on the instalment plan” to men who are in and out of I 
jail continually because they drink to escape a severe per-1 
sonality problem.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Vancouver East) said the same I 
type of legislation should be introduced for narcotics addicts j 
but not traffickers.

flTc biir "creaTnf ' jflMWR! 
imbalance between the northern 

;1 Tidings and other parts The ^
| province, it was argued.

Patrick McGcer (L -- Point 
| Grey) said the bill should tie 1 
I withdrawn for resubmission to' jj 
| the commission.

“There’s no need for it now,”
3 he said, “this is not an election 
|ye '• next year will be . .

He was ruled out of order by i . ' ^ 
the speaker.

Leo Nimsick (NDP — Cran- 
| brook) said the Kootenay.s are 
I still being discriminated against 
1 and being “given the short end 
Hof the stick

Alex Macdonald (NDP — fcfc&flgj 
I Vancouver East) protested the 
i| government’s “political tamper- 
j ing with the report of a non- 
;] partisan commission.”
;| Gordon Dowding (NDP —; 
ii Burnaby) opposed what he first 
| referred to as “patent dis­
honest y ” then described as 

J5 “unwitting ignorance" in the 
1 bill's extension of time limit in 
I calling a hyelection. which he ^
| said would cause trouble.
9 This was “political flim-flam, 
y just as the rest of it is.” Mr.
I Dowding said before he was MM 
I ruled out of order.

The vote went to a division 
3 called by the premier. Twenty-- 
■ six voted in favor, including Mr.
1 Calder of the NDP, and 15 
j against. Six members were 
I paired.

53%
Less

Cavities
Fluoridation is rapidly be- !

| coming a necessary part of p 
K Northern life because there | 
^ are 10.0(H) persons for every | 
I dentist, the legislature was ÿ 
I told Monday.

Cyril Shelford (SC—Oml-
I neca) said Prince George, 

Burns Lake. Fort St. John,
II Kitimat, Prince Rupert and I 
I! Smithers now have fluorida-1 
| tlon.

Prince George, the first 
M community to fluoridate it» | 

water supply six years ago, j 
I j already has reported that S 
rj tooth decay has dropped 53 
U per cent among children be- 
B tween the ages of six and | 
I eight.

“I think all the towns In the I 
I North will go eventually to a j 
H fluoridation program,” Mr. f 
I Shelford said.
. “Of course we have only one j 
B dentist for every 10,000 people, 1 
8 so we have to do something | 
I else to —ve our teeth.”
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OUSE IN UPROAR OVER MARTIN 'WAFFLING

Socreds Join Opposition 
In Blitzing of Minister

The roof fell in on Health Minister Eric Martin 
Tuesday.

In the afternoon he was hammered into red-faced i 
anger by opposition members questioning his handling | 
of mental health services.

He charged back after the supper break with an - 
arm-swinging political attack on Alan Macfarlane (L— 
Oak Bay)—and promptly was hammered into red- | 
faced silence by his own party’s backbenchers.

It was the most scathing attack directed on a minister by the » 
legislature in years and saw numerous bursts of applause by Soc- ^ 
red backbenchers—when they weren't delivering the blows them- £ 
selves.

J. Donald Smith (SC—Victoria) led the backbench assault 
with John Tisdalle (SC—Saanich) addin;

; j tion and Inaction by government and many cannot bear the crush-1 
! " ing burden much longer of trying to care for retarded children at

Mr. Tisdalle recalled his speech three years ago describing ! 
his personal ordeal as a parent of a handicapped child in a prov-j 

! ince that had insufficient facilities and Mr. Martin’s promise of a 
1 400-bed hospital at Royal Oak for retarded children.

“I had hoped with earnest expectation a pronouncement from I 
the* minister tonight that the citizens, especially the parents of 

!" these children, would not have to wait longer,” he said.
1 O
No Problem on Jet-Power Snow Plow

He said the government had developed a jet-powered snow 
■ plow “but we can’t solve, apparently, the problem of providing 
! an institution for humanity.”

“These children need (help) now and their parents need it? 
now. It doesn’t help to say they don’t do it in Ontario or they: 

i- \ don't do it across the line.
“I’m tired of waiting.”
Mr. Tisdalle said he knew of children who had passed be- 

| yond the point of rehabilitation during the two years of delay ; 
Hsince Mr. Martin made his promise.
m “It’s too late for them but why can’t we say we’re going to! 
I^do the job immediately?

“Surely we can give an answer to these parents tonight that! 
'v It won’t be another year before we turn the first sod.”

During the afternoon, Mr. Macfarlane set the scene by mak-j 
ping Mr. Martin flush and Premier Bennett shout under a relent- 

• less hammering.
He spent most of an hour repeatedly badgering Mr. Martin j 

|| to say when promised facilities for mental patients and retarded j 
g children wild be built on southern Vancouver Island, 
jy Most of the time Mr. Martin heeded Mr. Bennett’s whispered j 
y instructions not to answer but even the premier was goaded into 
IS listing for a retort by Mr. Macfarlane’s persistence.

“I’m soon going to get a new member for Oak Bay,” snapped 
!Mr. Bennett, who lives in Mr. Macfarlane’s constituency.

“I have no right to answer questions (about construction 
HI plans) which come under jurisdiction of the public works min- 

aster,” Mr. Martin said, declining Mr. MacFarlane’s suggestion 
he lean over to Public Works Minister Chant and find out.

to the punch but the 
most crushing blow was swung by Ernie LeCours (SC—Delta).

“I have cooled off considerably since I first tried to enter this 
debate and I’m thankful for that because I hope the bitterness 
will have left my voice,” he said.

“But in regard to the mental health services in this province 
this minister stands firmly on both feet planted solidly in mid­
air and goes into a lengthy song and dance to avoid giving 
answers.”

'Sick, Tired of Martin Treatment'
Applause broke out on both sides of the House as he added :
“And I for one am sick and tired of being treated this way.”
As Mr. Martin staved grimly at the floor between his feet and 

Premier Bennett began coloring, Mr. LeCours went on to say that 
all groups involved with disturbed, handicapped or mentally ill 
children and adults are in an uproar over the minister's pro­
crastinations, empty promises and refusal to answer questions.

“I don’t think we as responsible officers of this House should 
have to take the type of treatment we too are taking from this 
minister,” Mr. LeCours stormed.

“It’s all right to waffle now and then, but we must have an­
swers once in a while and most of all we must have action.”

The backbench patience broke after listening to hours of ques­
tioning by opposition members about promised facilities far men-' 
tal patients and retarded children, particularly in the Victoria j 
area, which were met by studied silence or bombast from Mr. ; 
Martin.

“I agree with some of the observations of the opposition,” 
said Mr. Smith. ‘They’re disappointed and so are some mem­
bers on this side.”

He said it was obvious that in present programs for emotion­
ally disturbed children, “with all respect to the minister,” there 
is a great deal to be desired.

“I don’t hold that the minister is incapable but he doesn’t 
have the time required to do a good job.”

Mr. Smith said parents and organizations involved with handi­
capped or disturbed children are “shuffled” among the ministers 
of health, education, welfare, finance, public works and the attor­
ney-general because their problems range from legal to educa-

'Gov't Bankrupt' on the Problem
“I say shame to you because it should be the first concern of 

a minister of health to know where and when mental hospital | 
facilities will be provided, cried Mr. Macfarlane.

“For 10 years, the people of Vancouver Island have been I 
waiting for construction of a facility for mentally retarded chil-j 
dren.

“But this government is bankrupt in its outlook and its policy| 
on this particular problem.

“For many years the people of Vancouver Island have des­
perately needed these facilities and they have been promised and! 
promised and promised until they are sick and tired of promises.

“The only answer is that this government is not prepared toj 
provide these facilities for southern Vancouver Island.”

Mr. Martin replied that the Soared governments of the past 
14 years has been hampered in developing facilities here “be­
cause previous administrations—particularly Liberal ones—never 
did a thing.

“They left such a backlog in all of the province that we have 
to work hard just to catch up.

“This government has done things that have brought about a 
great economic expansion on Vancouver Island and as a conse­
quence a need for even more facilities. 1

tional.

'Department of Human Relations'
T suggest we set up a department of human relations and 

appoint a full-time minister to carry on this sort of work,” Mr. 
Smith said as MLAs from all sides pounded their approval.

“Then if you have problems with emotionally disturbed chil­
dren, or with the Indian question or whatever, you have a min­
ister who has the authority to deal with the other departments 
and find solutions.”

He said a single minister with responsibility for co-ordinating 
j efforts is needed “to take care of the members of our society who 
bave not had the best treatment

“We’re very interested in the grass national product We 
musrtbe equally concerned with the human product”

• c/vx bas.1)66,1 estimated that Greater Victoria alone has
600 emotionally disturbed children, “and there must be thousands'-----UUÜ1C UttOL UtJ UKAOaiMS
!*r”trutour province, and they are entitled to more considera-

eaid tie Hated the exchange because Mr.of fcuatra- [uestben
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[Martin claimed that the hospital was under way.
But he sat in silence when Mr. Macfarlane asked him what I 

[contracts had been let and what work was done. '
After the supper break, Mr. Martin resumed the attack with- 

[out waiting for questions.
“This afternoon we were given a most peculiar exhibition of 

| what not to do and say," he said.
He said the Socred administration had spent $30 million on 

| mental hospital facilities, increased staff at Essondale by 1,200 
I and cut the patient load.

“But past Liberal administrations in this province have done 
| almost nothing for mental patients."

He said Royal Jubilee Hospital’s psychiatric wing had been 
I developed into the finest in the province as a result of his prod- 
I ding “and then came the Black Day—the day which, as Roosevelt,
I said, will live in infamy.

Construction Brought to Halt
“Under the leadership of the member for Oak Bay and his 

I cohorts out there, he brought to a stop all the hospital construc- 
Jtion m this area," he shouted.

As opposition members protested, Mr. Martin continued to 
1 lambaste Mr. Macfarlane for the defeat of the hospital tax vote in 
É Greater Victoria last December. On the government side, only 
| Public Works Minister Chant encouraged him.

Mr. Martin said St. Joseph’s Hospital had been an the point 
I of adding psychiatric beds, “but these will not be built now be- 
j cause of the type of leadership given by the Liberals."

“We see our duty in this province and we’re doing it despite 
| the member from Oak Bay."

"Your own members are disgusted with you," replied Harry < 
| McKay (L—Femie).

Mr. Martin replied :
"The delay could be disastrous for hospitals In this area and ;| 

| we can lay the blame an the doorstep of the member far Oak 
J Bay without a doubt whatever."

David Barrett (NDP—Dewdney ) repeated earlier demands,
I Mr. Martin resign because he had conducted a personal attack on'
| Mr. Macfarlane instead of answering his specific questions about 'f‘ 
y the proposed mental and retarded children hospitals.
I- “To stand up and blame the deficiencies on the Liberals is 
] a signal admission of failure by the minister." said Opposition -f. 
| Leader Robert Strachan. “You’ve been in power 14 years."

Mr. Macfarlane replied that it was ridiculous to accuse himt | 
I of masterminding the campaign against the hospital tax vote 
I “because I was out of the country on vacation then."

Both Sides 'Disgusted'

BENNETT RELENTS, 
MLAs GO TO BED

The legislature was adjourned by Premier Bennett at 12.25 
I this morning after relenting on a thir.it to keep the MLAs in 
■session until dawn.

It was the longest sitting so far and meant a number of MLAs 
8 had lieen hard at work for 15 consecutive hours except for lunch 

and supper breaks.
“We ll be here at 5 o’clock,'' he told the opposition MLAs at 

midnight as they continued to grill Health Minister Eric Martin.
All told, the house spent about 14 hours in several periods 

■beginning Thursday on the health department's $125.2 million 
.estimates.

Much of the time was taken up with speeches by Mr. Martin, 
alternated with repetitious questions by opposition members 
angered by his refusal to answer

Premier Bennett forced continuation of the n.ght sitting even 
.after Mr. Martin's final estimate was passed at 12.10 this morning.

He immediately called for consideration of Highways Minister 
P A. Gaglardi's salary voir one of the major items in the 

■ estimates debate.
* * *

"You're just doing this for spite,"' called I^eo Nimsick (NDP— 
■Cranhrook).

“Come on. this is foolish." said Gordon Gibson iL—North 
8Vancouver). “Starting a new vote at this time is nuts."

"AH the members are disgusted with your tactics.'" shouted 
ERandolph Harding ( NDP—Kaslo-Slooan i.

“I’m disgusted with you." Mr. Bennett shouted back
“Any premier who would bring a vote of this importance in 

jit 12.10 in the morning when die members have been working

I since early yesterday 16. 17 and even 18 hours is disgusting." 
Mr. Harding stormed back.

a Premier Bennett said he was not asking the opposition to pass 
■ Mr Gaglardi's salary just giving them the op;>ortuni1y to pose 
SquC'lions so he could have answers later in the day.

But 15 minutes later, he withdrew rhe vote so the MLAs could 
I go to bed after David Stupich (NDP Nanaimo and The Islands) 

pointed out “some of us have a committee meeting at 9 30 a m. 
I today and I hope we'll be able to leave for it."
| "On that basis, I'll withdraw the vote," said the premier.

m1 W

|*| Martin Blames 
■i Ottawa For 
Ambulance Impasse
I Health Minister Eric MarBnBHrespecFT buFthe federal gov-ljL i

Road Suspension 
Bill Approved

Health Minister 
B Tuesday told the legislature 
| he favors hospital-based am-j 
I bulance service, but the fed- 
ieral government refuses to 
I allow B.C. to adopt it under 
I hospital insurance coverage.
I Answering a question by
■ John Squire (NDP - Albemi)
■ the minister said such service
■ "is going to be tremendously|
■ costly.

•
I "So costly that 11
■ approached the health minis-g 
Iter’s conference with the ideal
■ of them taking the matter up I 
■with the federal government. I
■ “I was astonished at the I 
I almost complete silence," Mr.| 
■Martin said.

He said federal regulations f. 
lore very restrictive in this y

ipectT but the federal gov-g 
eminent controls the situation! 
because it contributes to B.C.| 
Hospital Insurance Service.

Mr. Squire said ambulance | 
iservice is a legitimate chargefi 
on BCHIS when directed by a| 
doctor, and he protested the g 
[exhorbitant ambulance bills 
patients are often faced with| 
in such areas as his own.

•
Because of the distances! 

I involved in taking patients toi 
I Victoria and Vancouver hos-f 
Jpitals for specialized treat-1 
Iment, the bill may be $125 or| 
|more, he said.

The community would beg 
I willing to pay its share of the I 
■ cost of a hospital-based | 
I service, Mr. Squire said.

The legislature gave final He said the important question: 
(approval to the roadside sus-, is not whether there would beg 

, ... , „ 'more or fewer prosecutions,pensions b.U Tuesday as an qm,stion „ ^lher wi
effort to cut down the hazards | arfl bejng effective in dis- y; 
of drinking drivers. couraging people from drinking :

Leo Nimsick (NDP — Cran- while driving.” 
brook) took a last swing at the He said the new law should be* 
bill by suggesting it “may give, tried because other efforts to, 
.people a feeling they can have | discourage drinking-and-driving S 
an extra drink” ljecause they had failed.
[will only lose their car keys for The legislation was givenj 
24 hours if caught. third reading, clearing it-

But most MLAs thought through the house but it still 
otherwise. I must go through two more

“I think it will result in less 
I prosecutions for impairment," 
1 said Tony Gargrave (NDP r- 
1 Mackenzie). “A lot of people 
■will say ‘Thank God that’s all 
I that's happened to me’ and 
I stagger off and get into a taxi.”

A 11 o r n e y-General Robert 
|Bonner agreed.

stages before becoming g 
effective.

It requires royal assent and| 
then cabinet proclamation 
which Mr. Bonner indicated willp 
be some months away to gSve| 
police departments time tofe 
obtain breath-testing machines | 
and learn how to operate them, itj
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ÎOVER MARTIN REFUSAL TO ANSWER QUESTIONS

Spirited Shouting Match Erupts
-̂---------------------------_■

charge that Premier 
| nett has instructed his ministers 
r not to answer opposition ques­
tions on estimates sparked a 
à spirited voca l melee Tuesday on 
| tlie floor of the legislature.

Opposition Leader Robert ■&5| 
$ Strachan mad»' the statement.
3 calling the premier and cabinet 7' 
(ministers “s n i v e 11 i ng 
I crybabies.”

Furious reaction came from

I Bonner, acting as house leader 
in the absence of the premier. 

Both stood shouting and 
k, shaking their fingers at each 
I other amid a roiling babel 
I erupting from both sides of the 
I house.

"The member has no right to 
^ abuse the ministers," Mr. 
I Bonner cried.

"Your own ministers are™
I r 0 mplaining." an opposition ri 
I member shouted.

Mr. Strachun had been trying 
I to get an answer from Health |
J Minister Eric Martin on how

I many extended care pztients 
were eligible for $1 a day 
Hospital coverage since the plan 
began.
Mr. Martin sat in his chair

I and said he did not have the 
information. Mr. Strachan per-

“The minister has answered

I the quest ion .” committee 
chairman William S pea re said. 

"The minister has not

answered the question.1 
Strachan reiterated, raising his |

"He’s sat there and refused to 
answer.”

Several Social Credit mem- 
ben: complained of "abuse" by 
the opposition leader.

"He deserves abuse,” Mr. 
Strachan cried.

"I’m now of the opinion the 
vr-. ^ ministers have had orders from 

I the premier not to answer 
~~ questions. A pattern has de­

veloped this session . . . cry­
baby ministers . . . snivelling, 
whimpering government," he

At this point Mr. Bonner shot 
to his feet to protest.

When the shouting died down,
. Mr. Martin arose and com- 

plained of "constant complaints, 
E® session after session.” over his 

estimates.
I "I ti*y to .answ er questions, but 

VHHlhis is the typo of information 
that requires research," he 

ISSSsaid.
; . ' Mi

m

Municipal Affairs Minister 
(Dan xmpbell got up to protest 
SMix Strachan’s "unparlia- 
] mentary language. I object to

I‘his use of the word ‘snivelling’ 
and ask him to show his respect 
for parliament by withdrawing."
Opposition members growled 
their protest at the protest and 
Mr. Campbell added :

"I also ask him to withdraw-1

fthe word ‘crybaby.’
Chairman Speare asked theR

I opposition leader to withdraw g 
and Mr. Strachan, referring I 
again to the words "whimper-g 
ing. snivelling and crybaby," 
said :
"If you ask me to take back

I the word ‘snivelling’ I’ll take it
back." ____________

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 
‘jsaid ht was protesting "in the 
I most vehement terms" the 
j minister’s refusal to answer.
1 He reminded the house of Mr.I

(Martin’s promise of last week 1 
that he would try to bring 
figures.

"I’m not going to sit here andjjj

I be insulted by the minister. I 
He’s weasel ing and waffling and | 
objuscating.

"It looks like Operation! 
CoverUp by the premier and 5 
minister of health on whether | 
we have a satisfactory chronic | 
care program in the province."

Alex Macdonald (NDP -g 
' Vancouver East) said the ques-| 
tion appeared on the order i 
paper for the day’s proceedings, f 
and there was a reason for not| 

answering.
"The whole program is com-fl 

I pletcly a myth." lie said.
"No new beds have been!

Êned up. The same patient isl 
the same bed — he hasn't! 
n turned over. You’ve simply | 
lassified Mm.”

ALL-PARTY 
ATTACK 
ON POLICY

Health Minister Eric Martini 
was shaken and subdued: : 
early this morning when the! 
legislature finally approved! 
his estimates after an all-1 
party attack on liis mental | 
healtli policy.

While trying to duck ... 
verbal pummelling from op-1 
position MLAs, he was lilt I 
w ith a stunning rabbit punch I 
by three Socreds who were! 
cheered by other haekbench-

The attacks followed de-1 
mauds by seven MLAs last I 
week Unit he resign from his | 
cabinet post.



!

■*: ' ,i8

| WM
I MOTHER CECILIA:

Blackest Crime 
In The World

I See Also Page 29)
Mother Mary Cecilia was! 

I back in her role as an em-1 
I battled defender of animals to-|

She blasted the University of B 
I B.C. as "sinful" for using vivi-I 
I section, and she defended her I 

relocated animal shelter at Mill I 
I Bay from an at tack by her new | 
I neighbors.

The controversial nun, .whoI 
| has split with the Vatican over| 
I her determination to operate | 
| the Good Shepherd Animal| 
I Shelter, appeared before a legis-1 
I lative committee this morning | 

considering a proposed new act | 
g governing the. Society of Pre-j 
g vent ion of Cruelty to Animals. | 

Gordon Dowding ( NDP-Bur- 
| nab.v) suggested to the SPC A of-1 
I ficials that it was a pity animal g 
I carcasses "are thrown 
1 clump in Victoria and probably I 
1 other communities" because | 
I there was no incinerator for| 
| them.

He said it would be better | 
o turn the bodies over fori 

| medical research in such cases. | 
Victoria SPCA manager David I 

j Beeching said the organization 8 
g would not agree to turn over I 
I dead animal bodies for research I 
I because it would undermine con-1 
Ifidence in the SPCA and serious-1 
lly affect public contributions. j 

Mother Cecilia,
| the hearing

who attended | 
spectator, |

mm,' -f ■ -V;
p® hh ■ 11a
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Basked to be heard tiv the 
Imittee.

"I am very happy that Mr. jngjgj 
I Beeching has taken this stand." MRBtH 
tishe said.
CLIVE ANIMALS

I "If you don’t refuse to give | 
up dead animals for research 1 
"■you soon will be giving up live | 

g animals for research.
"I look upon vivisection as|

I the blackest crime in the whole |
I world," the nun said.

"Those doing it. will have to|
| suffer for what they are doing.

"To breed animals and tor-1 
1 turn them as they appear to do|
| at the university is a sinful |

The committee adjourned its 8 
3hearing to give the SPCA coun-1 
B'sel time to meet with the com- j 
■ mittee's /'.ounsel to redraft sev-l 
■oral sections of the proposed |
■act, particularly to extend 
Jsuggestcd three"- day waiting 1 
■period after trying to notify ani 
■owner of an impounded animal, $ 
g before destrox ing or selling it.

Mother Cecilia Wednesday |
I was criticized by some neigh- § 
gbors at her new Mill Bay estab-1 
H lishment who claimed accom- 
! modal ion for the animals was |
I very poor, they were not proper- |S 
lly tended and were fed steaksg 
|and chocolates.

in an interview alter the com-1 
Imittee meeting, she denied ; ;
J most of the charges but ad-| 
Imitted that accommodation jsf

"But we have been there only 3 
| two weeks and we are working j 
Ion plans now for new build-! 
lings." she said. "It will take!
I several months before we are|
|properly settled.

"I do not feed the dogs -steaks | 
land chocolate. They receive|
I regular dog meal, stews andg 
I things like that.

"I haven’t heard one word § 
Sagainst us until now."

Traffic
Hinders
Work

Highways Minister P. A. Gag-|| 
llardi said his department will -t 
^keep plugging away at widen-1 
| ing of Patricia Bay Highway | 
I but work will be slow because |
I there is so much traffic.

"I’m glad the minister real-1 
|izes that traffic is heavy on| 
Ithat road." said John Tisdalle 1
II (SC-Saanich) in the legislature | 
] Wednesday.

He said the traffic volume | 
I more than justifies a four-lane § 
| highway and suggested that its 
I narrowness is at least partly tb| 
| blame for two recent deaths.

"Let’s not go over that." said! 
j Mr. Gaglardi. "We know about § 
| that."

"Yes, well that’s why we want 1 
| it." replied Mr. Tisdalle.

Herbert Bruch (SC-Esquimalt) | 
j said the Trans-Canada Highway I 
, and Old Island Highway also » 
.1 should be widened to four lanes 1 
! as far as Colwood and Langford1 
jj to handle heavy streams of sight-jf 
j seeing traffic.

j I | Æmâ. 
s

I 1 ' H /" 'z t: I .

Sooke River 
Bridge Set 
This Year

Ï A new Sooke River bridges 
1 will be built this year, Highways | 
I Minister P. A. Gaglardi said | 
I Wednesday.
1 He was answering questions | 
I in the legislature posed by Her-1 
Ibert Bruch (SC-Esquimalt).
I Mr. Gaglardi, in an interview, | 
I added that the new bridge will I 
I be built at a slightly different | 
| point across the river than theE 
| present crossing so that no traf-l 
Sfic interruptions will be involved.! 
j "We should be starting almost | 
j right away - — in early spring," g 
] he said.
| He gave no cost estimate or I 
j construction time, 
j Mr. Gaglardi added his de-1 
I partment currently is co-opert- g 
ling with various logging com-a 
I panies to reconstruct a series of ft 
j wooden bridges along the Jor-s 
I dan River - Shawnigan Lake I 
[road.

Paving of some sections of the fc 
I Sooke-Jordan River road is also! 
| under study.

Colleagues Rapped 
By Teacher Loffmark'
For the second time this ses­

sion, Industrial Development,
I Trade and Commerce Minister 
Ralph Loffmark reverted to his 
professional manner to repri­
mand colleagues chatting while 
he expounded his economic 
theories.

"Pardon me, but would you 
please go outside,” he snapped 
with asperity at Public Works 
Minister W. N. Chant and J., 
Donald Smith (SC — Victoria) 
who were conversing beside 
him.

A startled hush fell over the 
legislature. Mr. Chant grinned!

weakly and waved his hand -...n 
soothingly.

But Mr. Loffmark remained p" j 
indignant.

"Mr. Chairman, it is rare l^jf 
when one makes adverse com-1$| 
ments about one’s colleagues, 
but this is most unseemly.”

It took almost 20 minutes for 
the normal buzz of gossip 
return to the chamber while Mr. jgj 
Loffmark explained his esti-

-r- . i-'&L



Cost Split Three Ways) 
New Highway Plan B ■

|H

m

_ 'rcmier LSenneît” Wednesi 
announced an offer .that could 
set a precedent for through 
h i g h w ay construction cost- 

I sharing by local, provincial and 
I federal governments.
I He said in the legislature a 
plan that would split such costs 
equally among the three gov-j 

8 emments had been set as a 
matter of government policy 
after long study of the Vancou-J. : 

Hiver situation, to which his 
gmremarks were applied.

But other cities such asjf 
Victoria, and New Westminster 

Hi are responsible for major higli- 
Ifl way construction within their ! 
■ boundaries, for which provincial!! 
|IÉ grants may be sought

I The three-way equal cost) 
fHi sharing conceivably could apply 

to such work as the Victoria 
West freeway proposed in a 1965 
transportation study of the 
Capital Region Planning Board.

| MOUTH OF GORGF.
Among its principal

(HHHB
mendations are bridges over 
Selkirk Water at the mouth of 
the Gorge and over the Innerj 
Harbor to James Bay.

Total cost of all traffic 
recommendations contained 
the report was estimated at $44| 
million.

Earlier, Alex Macdonald 
(NDP—Vancouver East) drew 

“ attention in debate on highway| 
estimates to the fact that there 
was no increase Jiis year in the! 
$500,000 grant to cities of more ! 
than .'10,000 population to assist 
in arterial road maintenance. 

Vancouver would get about 
Ü $355,000 of this amount, Mr. 

Macdonald said.
1 ‘Freeways stop, bingo, at city 

limits,” he complained. “We 
have been short-changed in 
|highways budgets for 14 years,” 
he said, pointing out that 
Toronto gets half the cost of its 
arterials paid for by the prov-| 
ince of Ontario.

You are the spanner in the

Minister P.

*1 ■

a question fromH 
John Squire (NDP—Alberni). 
Mr. Gaglardi told the House Ü 
that red reflector driveway 
markers along highways are 
illegal.

“They are all up and down 
the Island,” Mr. Squire said. At 
night appearing suddenly in the 
headlights of a car they can 
appear tp be twin reflectors of a 
parked car and pose a threat to 
the oncoming driver, he said.

“I’m sure this is taking place 
’ in many places in B.C.,” Mr. 

Squire said.
;j IIOTDOG STANDS

“They are illegal,” the minis- 
|ter said.

Mr. Squire objected also to 
| spotlights often focused on 
1 roadside hotdog stand signs that
1 “hit you right in the eye if you| 
a come around a curve. Thei'
2 minister said he would look into!
3 both matters.

A.

>m
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FLYING PHIL REPLIES1 WÊÊÊm

I Sometimes Su

hways Minister P.

1 Gaglardi Wednesday said he 
does not set highway speed 
limits, but sometimes “sug­
gests” what they should be.
He was replying in the

I legislature to Liberal Leader 
Ray Perrault’s question : 
f,On what grounds are speed

I limit laws in the province of 
B.C. being revised upward these 
days?”
He observed the minister’s 

l statement that fast driving is 
I safer.

Mr. Perrault noted that ex-

Isuperint endent of motor 
vehicles George Lindsay pub­
licly disagreed with this and

(speeds than those posted for 
daylight driving.

“Limits are being increased | 
■at random without consulting 
■with the motor vehicle branch 

land automobile associai

Mr. Perrault
He pointed out the Patricia 

Bay highway limit has been

LOFFMARK EXPLAINS HIS THFDPYl
IAUIH -------------------

pf Minister
Limits | 'XAici inrJ^rcfnnrT. Ailâ lYllbUI IUbI dlUV/U

increased in places from 50 to 
GOT miles an hour with | 
not iceable improvement in 
safety measures. There are 100 
level intersections up to the 
ferry terminal at Swartz Bay. 
he said.

M r . Gaglardi’s high-speed 
thesis “is correct only if we 
engineer these roads to safe 
high-speed standards.”

“Speeds are not set by me,” 
the minister replied. They are 
set in conjunction with the 
police, traffic department and 
engineers. I OK them and 

[authorize them.” recommended lower nighttime^ ^DtTywi suggest any?” Mr. 
(speeds than those oosted for In------^ - • -Perrault asked.

“The only time I suggest! 
them is where the road ill 
properly engineered,” Mr.| 
Gaglardi said.

Industrial Development,I 
Trade and Commerce Minister 
Ralph Loffmark Wednesday told 
the legislature he was not a 
separatist.

“I am as loyal a Canadian asi 
any and I have never done 
anything even indirectly that 
would prejudice Canada’s 
sovereignty and independence."

Mr. Loffmark said his calls 
for economic integration be­
tween B.C. and the U.S. were 
misunderstood.

He said the danger this would, 
result in political domination by | 
the U.S. was so remote "as to 
be impractical "

Meanwhile, present national 
tariff policies are not developing 
Canada’s potential fully nor 
retaining its economic In­
dependence so a new course 
should be tried by lowering 
tariffs applying to B.C. exports 
[item by item.

That might achieve a

■

greater independence for 
ada,” he said.

Mr. Loffmark pictured him­
self as a champion of Sir) 
Wilfrid Laurier's free 
philosophy as the best 
for developing Canada.

He conceded that Laurier was 
defeated in the crucial 1911 
election on his reciprocity issue 
'but that doesn’t mean he B 

wasn't right.” ■
Liberal Leader Ray P< 

seemed to agree although 
criticized Mr. Loffmark 
“lacking inventiveness” by < 
stantly belaboring the federal 
government and eastern estab-l 
lishment over unfair freight | 
rates.

B.C.’s younger secondary in*I 
dustry would not be able “ 
compete effectively in Eai 
Canada even if freight 
were equalized and 
efforts should be directed 
lowering tariffs to g 
entry for B.C. into the
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ÏSTRACHAN CHARGES:

Park Gutted to Give
Minin'

Tin1 blame fur opening Strath-1 
Bcona Park to mining interests! 
I was laid squarely on the! 
8 shoulders of Recreation Minis-| 
I ter Kiernan on Thursday.

The minister was accused by I 
Fi Opposit ion Leader Strachan of I 
I using his present job to help the I 
| people he associated with in his I 
I former post of mines minister.

Mr. Strachan said 162 claims I 
§ were staked at the southwestern S 
lend of Buttle Lake between 19591 
|an:l 196'! when Mr. Kiernan was | 
I mines minister.

He said these claims 
fjconsolidated With 23 granted ini 
B1924 and held by Western Mines 1 
8Ltd. were enough to guaran-1 
|tee that development of a mines 

Myra Creek would be profit-f 
| able.

The Opposition leader said I 
| Mr. Kiernan was made récréa-f 
|jlion minister in 1964 and 
I May 13, 1965, the cabinet I
I approved his recommendation I 
I that the Class A park be broken I 
ginto three conservancy areas! 

and two Class B areas.
This move put Western Mines I 

| holdings in a Class B area| 
|where mining is permitted.

On the same day the order-in-1 
| council was issued “a park use! 
I permit was given to the com-| 
Spany they could hardly wait [ 
■ to get their hot little hands on| 
|it."

Said Mr. Strachan : "Every | 
|action of the minister since his| 
I appointment (in 1964) has been!

)YCOTT CALLED OF?

Firm Its Way
Mr. Kiernan re 

g™™ and never heard 
sense, misinforms 

H# resent at ion and di 
SOB farts."

■direcYed towards giving the 
■ people with whom we dealt with 
|as minister of mines everything 
I they need to utilize the property 
Bhe gave them as minister of

“The whole purpose of creut- 
I lng Class B sections in the park 
0 vas to allow the minister . . .
| step by step ... to give this 
I company (Western Mines) the 
| right to do anything they please 
| in this park. WÊM

"And that's why the park was 
I gutted we think there’s some- 

Mr. Strachan . suggested the 
^government is willing to leave 
8no stone unturned to help some 

company make money 
“They believe the parks are 

secondary.

“But we think there s some- 
Ithing more than the almighty 
gdollar bill."

Referring to the staking of 
| cl aims in the park, Mr. Strachan 
Hsaid : "Step by step, the people 
lof B.C. and members of this 
B House have been led down the|
| garden path.’

Mr. Strachan pointed out that j 
in order-in-council had bcenf 

Bpassed in 1962 bringing large!
1 areas of B.C. under control off 
I the Pollution Control Board.

But. he said, another act was©
| passed later leaving Buttle Lake j 
1 outside control of the board.

"The policy of this minister|
I blows nothing but ill for the I 
I future of parks in this prov- j

* Mr. Kiernan replied that heffl 
TO had never heard "such non-U 

ntion, misrep-M 
distortion of the g

He said a new parks act was 
|PpasSe.d last year to clear up "40;'-] 
P|years of contradiction, procras- 

t ination and lack of direction" 
^jjin park management.

Certain parks, he said, were M 
termed Class A where thci*e j | 
w as not supposed to be indus-1 j 
trial development, but “this was 
the greatest bunch of malarkey 0 
ever foisted on an unsuspecting p 

I public."
He said the new act allows p 

him to "weed out" from the k 
original Class A areas parts | 
where land had already been ju 
alienated.

"We are trying to straighten ; 
up this situation to make every | 
classification mean what it;; 
says,” Mr. Kiernan said.

Strathcona was one park in 
that situation because there had gj 
been 1924 Crown grants for 
mining claims.

Surprise support came for Mr. i; 
Kiernan from Gordon Gibson I 
(L—North Vancouver).

Mr. Gibson told the recreation | 
minister : "I want you to give | 
the people all the co-operation ! -, 
you can in developing Western L / 
Mines and any other mines.

“. . . You have my complete 
support." ____ JIM

H !

;

Park Development 
Sharing Proposed

Recreation and Conservation 
I Minister Kenneth Kiernan 
Thursday told the legislature he 
had resumed talking to Nor-j 

| them Affairs Minister Arthur 
jLaing.

He wrote the federal minister 
I the previous day offering to 
I share development costs for 
I Garibaldi Park near Vancouver 
I but not if it involved turning 
| over the provincial title to
■ Ottawa.

He also indicated that he 
| thought the federal government
■ would be better advised to 
I purchase private land to estab- 
I lish a national seashore park 
land suggested one parcel of 400
■ acres with 3,000 feet of water- 
I front on the Sechelt Peninsula 
| could be bought for $250,000.

The letter reversed Mr. Kier- 
| nan’s statement to the legisla-: 
Iture several weeks ago. He said 
| then he would never talk or 

gain until

the federal government gave | 
B.C. a copy of the legal brief it g 
will present to the Supreme 1 
Court of Canada reference on| 
its claims to jurisdiction over| 
off-shore mineral rights.
BREECH OF FAITH

Mr. Kiernan said Mr. Laingg 
gave him a commitment more| 
than two years ago that hep 
would forward a copy but it was g 
never fulfilled. He said it was a| 
breach of faith he would not g 
forgive.

In his letter, Mr. Kiernan I 
repeated the charge of a broken! 
promise but added "there is no! 
point in belaboring this matter I 
and as far as I’m concerned, g 
the episode is closed.”

The remainder of the letter j 
was a reply to Mr. Laing’sJ 
public offer last fall of $101 
million for Garibaldi develop-! 
ment if it was turned over to beg 
a national park.

Examination 
Asked Before 
Pets Killed
Mandatory veterinary exam­

ination and advertising should 
I be required in each instance be- 
I fore animals are destroyed by 
■ the SPCA, a legislative commit- 
I tee was told Thursday.
I Mr. and Mrs. James Barr, 
1965 Trans - Canada Highway, 
J made the submission to the 
I committee on behalf of the Cats 
I Protection League.
I They recounted one incident 
I in which a one-eyed pet cat 
I became lost from a temporary 
| home while its owners were on

vacation. It was picked up and 1 
destroyed by the SPCA.

Harry McKay (L — Fcrnie) fegggj 
said the requirement of a vet- 
erinarian's certificate and wide 1 
advertising would be impravti-1 
cal and exorbitant for a volun-

$300 for advertising last year.
He said he would be willing 

to meet the mandat»îy suggos- 
lion “if someone would donate | 
the extra money needed .for! 
this.”

Mr. Beeching added a peace | 
officer and an SPCA official 
must concur before any animal j 
is destroyed.

And advertising is used to try j 
to locate an owner wherever | 

iible, he said.
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■premier jumped back into the] 
tight:

“As leader of the government 
i»nd this House I must accept 
iresponsibility tor the individual 
[integrity of all the members of 
this House.

‘The member for Point Grey 
I has been attacked by the leader 
• of the Opposition in a dastardly 
way and he was not here to 

[defend himself.
"As leader of the government 

I do not want this house to be 
1 brought down to the same state 
;as Ottawa which the leader of

I the Opposition has been trying 
to do at this session.”

Mr. Strachan stormed back!

Attack
Sparks
Uproar

a the lake itT will be after] 
reasonable certainty tliat no! 

I harm will result, or, if it is; 
; dumped and found detrimental j 
| to lake life the company will 

have to find another method of 
1 disposing of mine tailings carry-1 
! ing it.
MAKE TESTS

t Water Rcrsouces Minister 
Ray WilHston said his pollution j 

; control board would make tests, 
in the lake before copper j 
sulphate is used or mine tailings

♦ are permitted to be dumped in 
■, the lake.
g Randolph Harding 
F Kaslo-Slocan) said 

year the legislature 
j informed that a road would be j 

. needed throught the park to 
J service the mine "but now we
* are told tliat it is logical and! 
I you add this and you add that' 
| — retreating step by step - j 
$ until we wind up dumping] 
| tailings into tlie lake."
ICHANGED HANDS
i Alex Macdonald fNDP—Van-1 
| couver East) said

Strachan Remark 
Held Disgraceful

By JOHN MIKA 
Legislative Reporter 

The legislature exploded 
like a pressure cooker 
Thursday night after five 
hours of increasingly heat­
ed debate over the West-1 
ern Mines development in] 
Strathcona Park.

The argument boiled over into I 
a flood of bitter shouting with j 

Opposition

y Perrault 
the MLAsI

[CREATING CHAOS
"The premier is deliberately 

! trying to create chaos in thin 
house so that public attention 

I will be directed towufd tlie 
chaos instead of the bfhkrupt 

! park policies of this govern*
] ment." he said.

Tie is trying to create a| 
[great big ' uproar to point

(NDP-

I Premier Bennett 
Leader Robert Strachan 

: Liberal Leader Raj 
While tlie rest of 
hooted and catcalled.

For a few moments tlie House i 
j was out of control but the| 
! immediate target of the fury — g 
| Pat McGeer (L—Vancouver-! 
Point Grey) — was absent.
DEADLY THRUST

The uproar began as Liberals | 
joined Socreds to decry Mr.| 
Strachan’s contention that up toB 
250 iiounds of poisonous copper 1 

: sulphate would go into Buttle d 
' Lake from the mining operation^ 
each day. posing a deadly 4 
threat to tlie game fish.

Mr. McGeer-. pointing out lie!

[tion that lie was not a "disinter- 
jested party" and entered the 
I debate improperly.
OWNS SHARES

Mr. McGeer (who later told | 
reporters he owned some shares | 
in Western Mines) said he had[ 
earlier put himself on record as 1 
opposed to any mines in provin-j 
Icial parks.

“When I rose to defend thei 
government, tlie point I made 
was a point of scientific infer-! 
mation,” he said 

j "The leader of the Opposition.
I in my opinion, misled the house : 
land when 1 closed my remarks 
j I said there were better reasons 
[for opposing mining in the!

"The leader of the Opposition, ] 
by his imputation, has not! 
added to the dignity and dec-i 
orum of this house.”

All through the debate, MLAs 
I snapped angrily at each other j

Western

for 5193,000, which "would have 
been a trifling sum to save 

I St rathcona as a wilderness

Mr. Macdonald accused Mr 
Kiernan of misleading the legis­
lature at the last session that I 
huge sums would be needed to 
buy out Western Mines in order 
to stop the development.

"We lost our chance to save I 
Strathcona last session by not 
spending what amounts to a 

govem-accused Mr. Strachan of "mis­
leading the House” because all 
the copper sulphate would be: 
consumed by the mining process 
and could not enter the lake.

A few minutes later, after Mr. 
McGeer had left the chamber, 
Mr. Strachan rose again to 
attack the Liberals and Socreds; 
for combining to try

piddling sum 
ment’s budget and future gen-' 
erations will rue the day,” he 
said.

Tlie debate was sidetracked 
numerous times into shouting 
matches, arguments over pro-

H__  _ ‘to cover
! up a plan to destroy a public 
ipark” by private development.
[‘NOT DISINTERESTED*
i "I was surprised that ; 
(McGeer) participated in this 

(debate because according to the 
j records of the companies office, j 
;he is not a disinterested party,” | 
I Mr. Strachan said.
I Premier Bennett and Mr. j 
Perrault immediately erupted | 
and all three shouted at each! 
other.

î “That's a disgraceful thing to! 
I say.” yelled Mr. Perrault, 
i “It was a personal attack on 
la member of the House,” called
|Mr. Bennett.
WITHDRAWAL ASKED 

] Attorney-General Robert Bon 
[ne£ demanded a withdrawal 0!
Ithe_ imputation while Mr 
1 MeGeer was absent and coni- 
|n\4ftee chairman William Speavc 
I ordered Mr. Straclian to make a

KIERNAN.land at onepointMr. Strachan| 
said the government "is sol 
jumpy and so nervous about! 
this because we’ve cut close to j 
tlie bone.”

David Barrett (NDP—Dewd- 
ney) and Recreation and Con-1 
servation Minister Kenneth 
Kiernan angrily berated each 
other as Mr. Barrett demanded 
to know if scientific testing of 
copper sulphate’s potential 
harm to the lake had been or 
would be undertaken.
BADGERED

Mr. Kiernan protested he wa« 
being repeatedly badgered on 
tlie same points.

He said the fish and gamp 
branch and pollution contro1 
branch would first have to 
approve dumping of mine tail­
ings into the lake before the 
parks branch would even con-

|LagoonPrice 
Tag Too High

^The provincial government 
would like to bring Witty’s 
Lagoon into the regional parks 
fold but the price of the

alter negmations started;

$1«0,000 APPRAISAL 
“We had the pro|>erty ap­

praised and the value was set at I 
$160,000," Mr. Kiernan said. 
"We were prepared to go asj 
high as $175,000 but not higher. 
All the talks were held in the 
friendliest of circumstances. ’̂ 

Mr. Kiernan said he still had 
hopes negotiations could be 
resumed some time in the 
future and that an agreement 

reached. But he 
private offer meet-] 

ing the Witty asking price could j 
;see the possible park k>stj

property
Recreation Minister Ken Kier­
nan.

Mr. Kiernan told the legisla­
ture Thursday night that nego­
tiations between the government 
and the Witty family had 
broken down and there is little 
possibility of a settlement.

Questioned later, he said the c(>uld be 
Witty family had originally admitted 1 
asked $300,000 for their seashore 
property but had agreed to dropStrachan begi

to $250,000
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Only 403 
Covered 

Plan'
The four-month-old government plan to transfer) 

jchronic care patients from private hospital to Sl-per- 
day BCHIS wards is still lagging.

According to figures released Friday by Opposi-.J 
tion Leader Robert Strachan only 403 patients have | 

| so far obtained beds under the plan, throughout the

Mr. Strachan said :
"The minister of health (Eric|

1 Martin) has consistently 
I fused to give the figures as toi 
1 the actual number of patients | 
| receiving coverage at SI per day | 
I under the chronic care plan .

"The minister has said it I 
1 would be impossible to get the I 
| figures and he maintained this I 
I position all during his esti-1

"During the debate I indi-l 
| cated that I felt the minister’s | 
I constant evasion . . . was be-1 
| cause lie wanted the public to I 
I believe that the 571 beds he told 1 
5 us about were covered effective | 
I Dec. 1 . . .
1 CONFIRMED FIGURE

"I have now confirmed .
| as of yesterday only 403 pa-j 
I tients in the 571 beds were cov-1 
iered at $1 a day. The balance |

4 of 1G8 either \v.*:r p.-iying ;.ri-
| vate fees or were there as wel- ï 
I fare patients on a means test f

•The 571 beds made available h 
I for chronics are mostly on the 1
5 mainland but in Victoria 131§ 
I beds at Mount St. Mary Hospi-1 
s tal have been earmarked under | 
|BCHIS for care of persons who! 
I previously were paying several | 
| hundred dollars a month fori 
| care in private institutions.
I Col wood 24 beds were made jf 
Fj available at the Priory.

To date, says Mr. Strachan, I 
186 patients have been moved t] 
Jinto the $1 per day beds atl 
a Mount St. Mary, while all 24 
I beds at the Priory now hold SI § 
i per day patients.
J ELSEWHERE . .

Elsewhere the situation is asg 
B follows :

Mount St. Joseph's, Vancou-| 
| ver, 63 beds, 41 patients ; Mount | 
j St. Francis. Nelson, 98 beds. 601

Bam_____ _
| patients; Menno, Abbotsford, 
a beds. 55 patients; Valley Haven| 
p Chilliwack, 38 beds, 23 patients,
| and Pearson. Vancouver. 142® 
| beds, 114 patients.

Mr. Strachan added, "thej 
| minister of health had the staff, f 
j the authority and (he duty to 8 
ij obtain these figures . . . any 
I time he t hose.

"Instead, he preferred de­
liberately to mislead the public J 
f! and the legislature by maintain- 
|| ing the figures could not be ob- f 
I tained."
|HEAVY ATTAC K

The chronic care plan came t 
t| under heavy fire in tlie legisla- 
I ture. The attack was high- 
3 lighted by John Squire (NDP- 
I Albcmi) who said the qualifica-1 
J tions for persons wishing to |
I come under the $l-a-day plan j 
i were so restrictive very few |
I patients could look forward to | 
this relief.

Patients must be so ill they |
] require skilled nursing 24 hours I 

day

m

Vote List Proposal 
Under Consideration

. .ovoncial Secretary Wesley I 
lack Friday told the legisla-1 
ire he will consider instituting I 
i enumeration system to com-1 
le a voters' list when the next | 
ection is called.
He was responding to opposi- 
on demands that the Elections I 
ct be changed as a result of I 
•e redistribution which goes! 
to effect the day an election | 

1 is made.

have what you might ci 
! an elastic band premier,” com- 
; mented Gordon Dowding (NDP j 

-Burnaby). “He likes to call 
j snap elections."

But if the premier calls an 
| early election, the present pro­

vision of seven days for persons ! 
! to apply for registration on the 
j voters' list will be insufficient 
j for the wholesale changes in-1 
I volved in new ridings and an

Increase from 
i he said.
, Therefore, the Elections Act 6 
N should be changed to provideh 
I government - paid enumeration | 
| as is done for federal elections, jj 
j Mr. Dowding argued, 
j -I will certainlv take that un-| 
| der advisement if and when | 
| an election is called,” said Mr. | 
| Black.' the minister responsible J 

electoral machinery in the d
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inly One MLA 
Votes Against 
Assessment Bill

Only one opposition mem- 
jber took Premier Bennett’s 
| urging Friday and voted 
against legislation that 
would put a 5 per cent ceil­
ing on assessment increases 
in any one year.

Tony Gargrave (NDP — 
[Mackenzie) voted against the 47 
iother Socreds, NDP and Lib- 
f era Is in the house at the time.

He said Powell River, the 
j largest community in his con- 
stituency which has a major| 

I pulp mill complex on its tax 
j roll, is opposed to the bill.

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 
slammed the legislation on the 
grounds that it would subsidize 
land speculators at the expense 
of homeowners.

He also said B.C. assessors 
[are opposed to it “to a man”
I and were not consulted about its 
(ramifications.

But Mr. Pwrrault and his 
coleagues voted in favor on a 
division called by Premier 
Bennett after Opposition Leader 
Robert Strachan said, with a 
laugh :
APPRECIATE ADVICE . . .

“I appreciate the premier’s 
I advice, but the premier will 
[have a great difficulty in 
persuading me to vote against 
[this bill.

“The Liberals can be opposed 
[to the limitation of assessments 
if they want to but I'm not 

(going to be, especially after 
session and

Fjpg;

I complaining as Î did about I 
assessment increases of uo to| 
900 per cent not on pulp mills or J 
business but on ordlnaryj 
homes.”

Premier Bennett dared thel

(opposition to vote against the! 
bill.

He said he would not try to I 
I convince the opposition it should I 
; be passed because “this is I 
| government policy and thel 
^opposition is elected to oppose, | 
|not support the government.” 

ICEILING

I He said the 5 per cent 
assessment increase that would 
be allowed, beginning next year, 
would be a ceiling and muni­
cipal assessors would have to 
justify any increase at all.
The limitation only applies I

I under the Assessment Equaliza-1 
tion Act which controls school | 

district assessments.
“The municipalities in their 1

I wisdom have used this (school I 
district assessment rolls) fori 
their own purpose but it is nota 
required by legislation,” he| 

said.
“If these municipalities want I 
Bto raise their assessments I 
S higher they can but that’s their | 
| responsibility, not ours.”

He said the limit would not 
1 apply to land values changed by 

zoning or new construction. The 
provincial assessment commis­

sion also would be empowered 
to order general re-assessment 
of areas “to protect the prin-1 
ci pie of assessment “equaliza-1

Mr. Bennett said the limit

I would protect the homeowner’s 
grant from “taxes that go up 
and up” and would make it 

easier for all British Colum-

I
bians to own their own homes 
by assuring them spiralling 
market values would not 
jeopardize their ability to pay- 

taxes.

BACK WAGES 
PAYMENTS 

$347,185
Arrears in payment of 

wages amounting to more than 
one-third of a million dollars 
was made by the Board of In­
dustrial Relations Vast year.

The bulk of the back wages 
paid involved the Payment of 
Wages Act.

Industrial relations officers 
made 39,489 investigations last; 
year compared with 36,082 in | 
1964. These covered the An­
nual Holidays Act, the Maiej 
and Female Minimum Wage 
Acts and the Payment of 
Wages Act.

Total adjustments amounted 
to $347,185 compared with 
$340.596 in 1964.

Tl>e annual report of the 
labor department said “it may 
be presumed” the amount 
actually paid to employees is 
much higher because of civil 
court action by. individuals.

Arrears paid under the Pay­
ment of Wages Act were $190,- 
234 involving 1,558 companies 
and 2,879 employees.



No Doubt' 
Election 

Coming Soon
By JOHN MIKA 

Legislative Reporter
A snap spring election is a certainty, opposition || 

, 'MLAs claimed Monday night after the government 
^■introduced a bill to automatically re-register all présenta 

voters into the 55 new ridings provided by redistribu-

Ir

fiey mounted an unsuccessful 
Jj two-hour floor fight in an effort 

to force the government to /• ;
^promise a complété house-by- 
! house enumeration of eligible 
1 voters before the next vente.

The government's refusal 
I brought repeated charges of “a 
g denial of democracy'’ and, at 
Bone heated point, John Squire 
liNDP—Atbernii and Premier 
iBenrvett traded epithets of "Hit- 
lie r” and “Communist.”

CLEAR DECKS 
Numerous opposition speakers 

;aid the government move 
| obviously is intended to clear 
I the decks for a snap election 
t and one even suggested It 
1 meant a rare dissolution of a 
| legislature while in session 
I could be expected this week 

“With this amendment, there 
lis no doubt about it — there is 
I going to be an election in the 
B spring of this year,” said Frank 
I Calder (NDP-AUin).

“I would go further and say 
I this definitely means we are not 
a going to prorogue as wc normal- 
gly have done in the past.

“It looks to me now as if the 
I premier is going to dissolve the 
I House and call an immediate 
I election. "

Mr. Calder. who was the first 
IMLA this session to call for full
■ enumeration of voters if there 
J was to be redistribution, said a !
I snap election would be wrong j 
J because it would disfranchise 
| thousands of voters who could »
4 not register within the seven- 
jjday deadline.

"It’s absolutely impossible in 
| the northern ridings,” he said.

"If the government calls a snap]
I election even 14 days is not I 
I enough. I couldn't even get into!
I my riding until May.”
I PUNISH GOV'T.,

He said {^distribution de-1 
Imands a complete enumeration j 
|and if it is not carried out, the j 
I voters would punish the govern-1 
I ment at the polls.

John Squire (NDP—Albemi) I 
I said Premier Bennett could I 
| have avoided the whole debate |
■ by merely assuring the house 
I there would be enumeration.

“But just look at him,” he
■ cried. “There he sits like 
I Hitler.”

“I'm not having any of these 
I Communists call me a Hitler,
I snapped Mr. Bennett.

William Hartley (NPP-Yj

y

demanded the premier with­
draw his suggestion that opposi­
tion members were Communists 
but Mr. Bennett said he would 
but only after Mr. Squire 
retracted his statement.

Ernie LeCours (SC—Delta) ! 
said “people shouldn't be spoon­
fed. LiWWfMW

“If they haven't the intelli-1 ' t 
gence to go out and register 
they haven’t the intelligence to ' u : i yv 
be on the voters’ list.”

Mr. Hartley responded that 
“Hitler said the right to vote is sy 
not important and that is what I y 
this government is saying in 
this amendment.”

David Barrett (NDP—De w- 
dney) accused the government.^, 
of a “devious reason” for 
refusing enumeration.

He said if there was no snap | 
election in the offing, there 
would be plenty of time for 
enumeration.

Mr. Squire said Premier B 
Bennett did not want to be 
bound by a compulsory 
enumeration “because then he | 
can’t bounce a snap election on 
the people because the minute 
he ordered enumeration every­
body .would know an election 
was coming.”

Attorney-General Robert Bon-jB 
ner was asked to give an 
assurance that the government 

t would use its cabinet powers to 
H order an enumeration before the 

next vote.
He did not answer at first but 

when the question was repeated 
he rose and replied with one 
word: “No.”

Later, he said the amendment!
“does not preclude” 
enumeration which would in­
volve adding new names to 
existing voters’ lists.

He said it would be “im­
practical of fulfilment” 
the minimum statutory 39-day 
election campaign would require 
complete enumeration of the

É& ;

teams should be undertaken to 
find all eligible voters.

Mr. Dowding said the govern-111 
ment move went only part way5 p 
to meet his earlier warning that i 
unless some legal method of-I 
transferring voters’ names from 
present ridings to the new : 
ridings was found, no early1 
election could bo undertaken 
legally because many of the - | 
redefined ridings would notj 
have any registered voters.
DO JOB PROPERLY.

“But I also said that you,, | 
should have complete enumera- j % 
tion to do the job properly yet £r 
you did one and not the other, v 
The government still is looking 

sohhi for political advantage,” he 
P stormed.

i , Ml “You’ve tampered with re- $£•• 
distribution. Okay, that was | 
politics, but don’t tamper with la 
the right of free citizens over y» 
the age of ... 19 to vote!”

Mr. Dowding introduced a sub- 
amendment ordering complete > 
enumeration “to make it clear — ;] 
once and for all where thés * / 
house stands on the right to V y 
vote.”
OUT OF ORDER

Giairman William S pea re 
(SC—Cariboo) ruled the sub- | 
amendment out of order on the ') 
grounds it involved expenditure • 
of public money. His ruling was 
challenged but upheld by the ■ " 
Socred majority in a formal 
division.

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault iemm 
said a systematic enumeration ft15 
is vital because so many young 5 
persons have come of voting 'V 
age and others have moved to l] 
new ridings or entered the;< 
province since the last election | 
that thousands would be disen- £ 
franchised without it.

■

[entire population within about g
■ four weeks.
ICAN BE DONE

Gordon Dowding (NDP—I 
1 Burnaby) said Burrard riding g
■ was completely enumerated 1 
I within the election campaign in| 
11963, proving it could be done.

He said the present procedure | 
I putting the onus on voters tog
■ have themselves registered | 
I within a limited period was not! 
I good enough and house-to-house g

oration by "

PUBLICITY DRIVE
Both he and Alan Macfarlane j. 

(L—Oak Bay) said the very : ; 
least the government could do i' 
would be to launch a massive | 
publicity campaign as soon as 6 
the session ended urging people | 
to register and telling them how | 
to get on the voters’ lists.

Harry McKay (L—Femie) I 
added that the government also 1 
should print enough registration È 
forms, recalling that in the last | 
election the trade unions printed § 
10,000 forms and distributed j 
them because the government | 
did not supply the <
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■ FOR OIL FIRM IMPROVEMENTS

One Year Deadline Urged
■i

The government should buy 
gasoline in bulk and re-sell it to 
independent service station 
operators if the oil industry 

, doesn't “pull up its socks’ 
within a year, the legislature^ 
was told Monday.

Cyril Shelford (SC — Omi- 
neca) — the man credited with 
pushing the government into 
ordering the Morrow Royal 
Commission study of gasoline 
prices — said it was unfortunate 
no deadline was suggested for 
implementation of the report. I

“I think one year,” he said.
“The government should step 

in in one year’s time and not 
fool around any longer.”

Mr. Shelford said Red Star 
Petroleum — a subsidiary of 
B.C. Electric Company which 
now is operated by B.C. Hydro 
to buy bulk gasoline and oil 
supplies — could be used “to 
break the oil companies’ hold on 
this province.

“Red Star could be used In 
many ways,” he said.

'It could buy gas from any 
company by bidding cheaply.
The department stores can get 
gas for 14 cents a gallon. I’m 
convinced we could do betterp 
than this.
CHEAP BIDS

“Then Red Star could sell to 
independent gas stations across 
the province.

“Believe me, I think the£ 
companies would start to talk 
turkey then and motorists would 
start to get the break theyj 
deserve.”

IS Industrial Development, 
Trade and Commerce Minister] 
Ralph Loffmark said the 

! government “intends to give 
this (Morrow report) the closest

He said it will be given "very 
high priority” in his own 
department.

Alex Macdonald (NDP —| 
ancouver East), son of Mr. 

Justice M. A. Macdonald who 
produced an exhaustive royal, 
commission report on the oil 
industry 30 years ago, said 
Judge Charles Morrow was 
hampered by his terms of 
reference.

He claimed Judge Morrow |-V 
couldn’t arrive at the cost of a‘ 
single gallon of gasoline because 
his authority did not permit 
examination of advertising 
costs, head office expenses and, 
crude oil production costs.

Mr. Macdonald said the 
government should start a pilot 
oil company as a crown cor-| 
poration on a small scale, 
including wells, a refinery and a 
wholesale distribution system.

“In that way, and that way 
only, will you really find out1 
what the profits of this insustry 
are,” said Mr. Macdonald.

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 
accused Mr. Macdonald of ad­
vocating “socialization of in­
dustry.”

He said judgment of the 
Morrow report should be re­
served for study by all parties 
but he condemned the first 
recommendation of the report 
which called for a five-year 
“rest” in construction of new 
service stations.

“I don’t think we can possibl

m

accept, in an expanding prov^j 
ince like B.C., the straight- 
jacket proposed by this first 
recommendation of the Morrow : 
report,” said Mr. Perrault.

Opposition Leader Robert | 
Strachan said most of the 
Morrow recommendations could 
be implemented “within 
week” and 12 months is far loo 
long to give the oil companies to 
decide whether or not they will 
fulfill the recommendations.” / 

Leo Nimsick (NDP — Cran- 
brook) said if the government 
diesn’t. act within a year should 
the companies ignore the re­
port, it would confirm the belief 
it only appointed thé royal 
commission to appease Mr. 
Shelford.

Both Mr. Shelford and Mr. 
Macdonald specifically called 
for equalization of basic whole­
sale gasoline provinces across 
the province — r ' :ng Judge 

| Morrow did not l mend.
Mr. Macdonald said the prin-fl 

I oiple of equal prices was F

IN followed by B.C. Hydro, gpvern-jj 
ment liquor stores, department} 
stores and many other concerns! 
"and the time has come to do it g

I for gasoline because it 
important public utility.”
Mr. Shelford pointed out that

160 per cent of all energy 
production involves gasoline or 
oil, while electricity accounts for 

H only 40 per cent.
“Why do we have 40 per cent 

l of our energy equalized — as it 
is with B.C. Hydro — and yet 
we let the other 60 per cent run 
wild?” he demanded. “It just 

1 doesn’t make sense.’’

B.C. TALKING 
FILM INDUSTRY

Trade Minister Loffmark said Monday he has had a “pro­
longed meeting” with the chairman of the National Film Board 
about the production of motion pictures in British Columbia.

Mr. Loffmark was answering a request in the legislature 
from Alex Macdonald (NDP—Vancouver East) who called 
for direct government action in helping to set up such an in­
dustry in the province.

Mr, Loffmark said he had also met with a representative 
of the Bank of America in Los Angeles, which is one of the 
prime financiers of movies.

In a corridor interview later, Mr. Loffmark said, however, 
that government investment in motion pictures would be open 
to the same criticism levelled at the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation.

He said if the provincial government was to consider any 
type of aid it would be in the form of a loan fund set up for 
all secondary industry—films included.

Mr. Macdonald said the federal government has started 
to move to help producers by setting up a $10,000 fund, but 
Mr. Loffmark said the money had not yet materialized.
• He said he preferred to wait for that money to come 
forward before British Columbia’s position was considered.
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'■ULL-SCALE DEPARTMENT

New Deal Asked 
For Fisheries
A legislative committee Tues- 

I (lay night recommended the 
I commercial fisheries branch be 
S elevated to a full-scale riepari- 
|ment with its own.minister.

But first, the committee Tr­
ipoli said, the provincial govem- 
Iment should widen its authority 
lln the field by assuming some 
I of the responsibilities held by 
1 Ottawa.

Both recommandations follow 
I the suggestion of about a dozen 
| submissions.

The committee also fecom- 
Imended that an evaluation of. 
î»the sports fishing be undertaken 
| to establish its relative import- 
•j a nee. It recommended that 
F studies on the developing shell 

fish industry be continued.
“Yèur committee f u r t h e r

recommends that pollution ron-H^^^^_ 
trol should become a prime 
matter of concern to theg^ 
provincial fisheries department S 
and that it should develop close 0 
contact with the pollution con-^ 
trol board as well as with I 
provincial and federal depart-8 
ments to protect provincial 'i 
fisheries." it said.

Also r ecommended were 0 
negotiations with federal auth- 
critics to clarify the response I 
bilities between the two govern-1 
ments in relation to:

Limiting the number of com-§ 
mercial licences: control of I 
quasi sport-commercial fishing I 
activities; unregulated exploita-1 

j tion of B.C. coast fisheries by I 
non-resident sport fishermen; I 
and the licensing of tidal sport| 
fishing. jL™,

The same committee 
reported that it had studied 
present voluntary arrangements; 
for giving the public access to 
private logging roads during non-’ 
working hours and found them 
satisfactory.

It urged present programs 
continue and that a further 
review he undertaken in two

Why Only 
Vancouver? 
Asks Smith

J. Donald Smith Tuesday 
opposed a government 
amendment to a hill which 

• would alter the Vancouver 
; City charter so that non- 

property owners could run for >; 
j council.
j The projHisal to allow tenant- t,,
: electors to stand for civic " 

office was made by Van­
couver city council hut it was ’ 
deleted by the private hills I 

8 committee of the legislature.
However, a government 

, amendment made by Attorney- 
! (General Robert Bonner put 

4 the proposal hack Into tlm l" 
legislation w h e n It was 
brought before the house.

Mr. Smith argued against 
i the government action on the 

grounds it was discriminatory.
He said there is no reason 

;! why Vancouver city alone 
should enjoy the relaxation of 
t h e candidate qualification 

1 requirements.
>lr. Smith said it should he 

r extended to all municipalities 
nr none hut the amendment 

fj passed despite his objection.

■m

Farm Wages Shouldj
—— .

Be Competitive
Farm worker should be

■ brought under the protection of
■ the Minimum Wage Act.
I legislative committee on agri­
culture said Tuesday.

The committee reported it 
■could not see an end to the 
■farm labor problems in B.C 
■until wages are competitive 
■with those in industry.

H said the problem is far loo 
I complex for detailed study in 
J the time available but made ** 
■following1 recommendations for 
■consideration at future federal-

provincial conferences :
• Farm laborers be allowed! 

to participate in the unemplby-| 
ment insurance scheme 
voluntary basis. ■’
• T h c jrrovinciaf agricul-l 

turaT manpower committee 
should compte i an . inventory of j 
available farm labor.

S Determine the immediate 
and long-range farm labor j 
needs on the province.

The report to the legislature I 
said the committee should 

sit again at the next session to 
continue its studies.

the a!so

Easing Urged 
| On Dental 
Mechanics

Legislative restrictions on den- 
l tal mechanics dealing directly : 
| with the public should be re- - 
, taxed, a legislative committee 
i reported Tuesday night.

The committee findings were 
| tabled in the legislature after a 
l series of hearings.

The report said the present ! 
I working agreement between 
| dentists and dental mechanics 
jj Is unsatisfactory and it recoin- 
|j mended licensing of mechanics) 

to take impressions, make 
I, plates and fit them should be 
I considered under certain condi-j 
g tions.

It also recommended legisla- 
5 tion to :

Permit mechanics to work di-|
\ rectiy with the public; license 
)' technicians to work only on re-|
Î quisitions from dentists; limit- 
| ing mechanics to making dent- 
p ures but not fitting them in cases! 
j where plates are to be inserted]
I immediately after teeth are e: 
Itracted; special education)
I qualifications for mechanics;) 
Band strict inspection of me-|
I chanics* working premises.

: --

V; ,

6k--.
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j'TAKE MY WIFE ON A VISIT TO OLD BATTLEFIELDs]

Shelford Gets $5,000 
for Gas Probe Efforts

I All members of the legislature® 
■ except Cyril Shelfprd (SC - || 
lOmirteca) applauded vigorously® 

Tuesday when Premier Bonnctl fl 
! introduced a new bill.
$ The legislation would give ™ 
I S5.000 In Mr. Shrlforri In re-0

I imburse him for personel ex-H 
I penses in appearing before the|| 
I royal commission on gasoline® 
I prices.
I Mr. Shelford badgered the® 
I government for two years until H 
| it created the commission and p 
I then he attended most of the 69 H 
B hearings across the province ■ 
1 over a two-year period in a one-®

■ man crusade against large oil I;
■ company delegations.
■ The bill follows compliments gti 
Son his efforts from all parties. B 
HMonday. Alex Matthew (SC
BVancouver Centre) proposed inly
■ the legislature that Mr. ShelfordB
■ be recompensed for his ex- F5
■ penses and Gordon Gibson (L — f| 
■J North Vancouver) said the® 
y;1 government should make him a j .

minister without portfolio. "*|É 
I Mr. Shelford said he was Pi 
ij surprised by the move but he II 
V quickly figured out a use for the p 
If money.

lie will lake his wife on a tour®

■ of Europe to visit battle-grounds I 
Hover which fought as a Bofors I
■ gunner in the Canadian Army I 
g during the Second World War. |

1 “My' wife deserves it. more | 
H than 1 do for looking after the 11 
K farm and family" while l*]j 
M attended the commission he#*-§ 
slings, he said.
SI ATI told, he estimated, he I 
H spent about $6.000 in making 
j* appearances and preparing sub-(
11 missions. -J

SAME LOGS AROUND
| Gordon Gibson (L—North Vancouver) Tuesday told the ; 
| legislature he still recognizes driftwood in these waters that f 
I he knew as a youth 40 years ago.
B Thp one-time logger and fish packer who became a I 
I millionaire said the provincial government should encourage I 
y; a clean-up of the strait with a subsidy if necessary. j]

He said a barge could be fitted out to scoop up drift- E 
| wood and grind it into chips for pulping or burning “so the 1 
| little ‘boats can travel with some sort of safety. ti

“I’ve been around this coast .10 to 40 years now and 1 
I some logs I knew as a boy are still around. These logs. I 
I particularly the ones with iron bolts in them which nobody I 
I salvages, float forever."

$140,000 FOR SEED COLLECTION

Starving' Charge Denied
Vancouver) said«*£_____ ■■S®®®®®)

; Forests Minister Ray Willi s- 
ton Tuesday told the legislature 
he can draw up to $140,000 from 
a special fund if there is a good 
seed crop in the forests this 

j year.
Replying to criticism in the 

I legislature that the government 
8 was “starving" , the reforesta- 
Btion budget, Mr. Williston said 
B no seedlings could be grown in
■ government nurseries for trans- 
I Panting unless there was a seed] 
lilrop to be collected In the! 
I woods. '

“We have just gone through a
■ period of eight years without a 
I seed drop," he said, but if there

f this year money will be 
Ho collect it.

BACKLOG
David Stupich (NDP — Na-I 

naimo and The Islands) criti-g 
cized the department for only! 
replanting 6,000 acres of logged I 
land each year when there is a I 
backlog of 26 million acres | 
needing reforestation.

He said the private companies I 
are doing a better job than the| 
government.

But Mr. Williston said the I 
government gave tree farm! 
licence operators first call on its! 
seedling stocks because they! 
had obligations to fill. Last I 
year, it supplied 17.8 million I 
trees to the companies and | 
planted 6.4 million itsejf.
PAID BY PEOPLE

Gordon Gibson (L —- North I

Vancouver) said that private 
companies should not be given 
the credit lor their transplant- 

ling programs “because every 
j tree they plant on crown land is 
I generously paid for by the 
I people of B.C.”

Mr. Gibson maintained that 
government stumpage rates — 
royalties charged on a per-tree 
basis — are deliberately set low 
to ensure the companies can 
pay for transplanting, building 
logging roads and meeting other 
expenses "and still make a good! 
profit."

This meant that the public 
and not the companies is 
actually paying for the roads 
and transplanting and the credit 
should not be given to thej 
companies.
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•pending 
I Authority 
(Ends Tonight

The provincial government f, 
runs out of its current spend-1 
ing authority at midnight to-| 
night.

Tlie deadline faces tha legls- 
lature with two possibilities—! 
complete tlie estimates or pass | 
an interim supply motion.

Tlie B.C. government has not jj 
had to ask for interim supply | 
since the 1953 fiscal year was| 
broken up by a run-off elec-1

Interim supply would author- s 
ize the government to meet its ra 
bills, including civil service 5* 
salaries, falling due from April | 
1, the start of the new fiscal 
year, if the 1966-67 budget esti-1 
mates are not fully approved || 
in time.

The MLAs ran through two I 
departmental estimates—Mines | 
and Municipal Affairs totalling | 
more than $7.2 million—in about | 
five hours Wednesday.

But they hogged down on I 
Provincial Secretary Wesley I' 
Black’s estimates and, after 1 
2H hours, it was withdrawn | 
shortly after midnight this 1 
morning by house leader Attor-| 
ney-General Robert Bonner.

“I would invite the house to 8 
finish the estimates before mid- i 
night (tonight), if that werekj 
possible, to avoid any unneces- r 
sary legislation,” said Mr. f 
Bonner.

‘‘You want the whole thing I 
wound up tomorrow night, is I 
that what you arc saying?” I 
asked Opposition Leader Robert I 
Strachan.

Mr. Bonner did not answer, g 
but several opposition members I 
were heard asking "what abouti 
private members’ day?”

They were referring to 211 
bills and 32 resolutions put onl 
the order paper by opposition 1 
members. All have to lie dis- E 
posed of before prorogation. g

Besides finishing the provin-| 
cial secretary’s estimates, the! 
legislature still had the usually! 
controversial social welfare | 
budget and public works esti-| 
mates facing it at the start of| 
today’s sitting.

Hearing Set 
! For October

Attorney-General Robert Bon-1 
| ner Wednesday said the Su-r 
] preme Court of Canada refer-1 
I ence on off-shore mineral rights | 
| will be heard in October.

He said a tentative date has| 
| been set for that month.

Mr. Bonner was replying ini 
Ithe legislature to questions by! 
I Liberal Leader Ray Perrault! 
I regarding the constitutional ref-1 
lerence ordered to decide the! 
I jurisdictional dispute between!

3.C. and the federal govern-1 
I ment.

MLA URGES:

Protect Public 
On Mining Stock
Two opposition MLAs locked I share at less than $1 is buying a 

I horns Wednesday over whether; sweepstake ticket." he said. . E 
the government should protect But Mr. Gibson said the 
investors from speculating in government should not try to

mm

[>enny mining stocks.
Gordon Dowd ing (NDP — 

Burnaby) said the mines de­
partment should take steps to 
insure that drill core assays and 
stock promoters' claims co­
incided.

‘‘The public seems to be going 
mad about buying shares in 
moose pastures," he said.

Gordon Gibson (L — North 
Vancouver) countered that no 
one knows when 
pasture will produce a mine

"Anybody who buys a mining

interfere with the hazards of 
stock speculation because it 
would only stultify mining ex­
ploration and development.

Mines Minister Donald 
Brothers steered a middle 
course between the two posi

He said his department has no 
intention of becoming a policing 
agency but mines department 
engineers who see suspicious 
circumstances in the field do 

moose report to the superintendent of 
brokers in the attorney 
general’s department.musr* ~ 1 “***

■ Grievances 
On Ferries

t ï-if. .jffâ

VOTER REGISTRATION

May Be Heard^ Câbinct

May Study 
osai

•w

The provincial cabinet will 
consider appointing a board to 
hear grievances of B.C. Ferry 
Authority employees, the legis­
lature was told Wednesday

But Provincial Secretary Wes­
ley Black would not say when 
he will take tlie matter to the 
cabinet.

"Can the minister assure me 
a board of reference will be *•. 
appointed immediately?" asked 
Alex Macdonald (NDP—Vancou­
ver East)

Mr. Black would only reply 
that he realized "problems are 
taking place in the ferry service 
of a serious nature and I don’t 
want to minimize this at all.

"I had hoped some of the 
dissatisfaction which exists 
there can be ironed out” by 
William T. McLaughlin who as­
sumes the post of personnel 
officer for the authority Friday. 
LONG HOURS

Ferry workers have petitioned 
for a board of reference to hear| 
their complaints against a new 
shift system involving long 
hours during the summer sea­
son.

Mr. Macdonald said it ap­
peared the cabinet was trying 
to ignore the request

"You are courting trouble 
when you deny the limited ap­
peal these people have/’ he 
warned.

"If labor relations deteriorate] 
further, the sole responsibility 
will be on the government’s 
shoulders.”

Provincial Secretary Wesley I 
... Black Wednesday said he was,' 

certain the cabinet will consider 
' the desirability of a full-scale .

enumeration of provincial 
voters.

He was replying to criti-l 
cisms by Gordon Dowding f.

I (NDP — Burnaby) and David _ 
ij Barrett (NDP — Dewdney)

Mr. Dowding said the present 
Is y s t e m requiring provincial[
I voters to register themselves 
1 creates a considerable amount 
of confusion and frustration, 
resulting in thousands being |

] disfranchised.
Mr. Barrett said a recent I 

| purvey of Vancouver showed t 
j that a1 large number of Greater l 
.1 Vancouver residents c h a n g e |
<1 their residence each year.

“That would seem to indicate E 
j that hundreds of thousands oft 
, people will not have the vote I 
simply because they have L 

! moved since these registration j 
cards will not be forwarded to| 

j their new addresses," he said.
Both said enumeration — as|

' is done for federal elections 
k must be undertaken before the g 
| next provincial election.

"As far as I’m concerned, the I 
1 cabinet will certainly consider!. 
l" enumeration,” Mr. Black re-|
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The Parking Lot
l-yilE LEGISLATIVE COMMIT- 

tee considering the establish­
ment of a mining townsite within 
Strathcona Park—the mine itself is 
already conceded — has come up 
with some nice recommendations 

i for the future. It would like to see 
Forbidden Plateau added to. the 
parklands of the province. It wants 
the company to be careful about 
polluting Buttle Lake with its mine 
operation. It wants the pollution 
control board to keep an eye on 
things. And it hopes that what it 
has decided will not, of course, be 
considered as a precedent for simi­
lar decisions in the future.

And whàt did it decide? It de­
cided to recommend that the min­
ing company be allowed to build its 
town within Strathcona Park.

This decision is a shabby be­
trayal of the whole parks concept. 
To pretend that it will not be held 
up as a precedent by the next appji; 
cant for indust rial exploitation 
within a park is poppycock.

To worry about safeguards 
against pollution and to insist that

the townsite must be removed some f
day when the mine is abandoned— i 
these are just decorative gestures to ; 
try to obscure the fact that one of 
the finest natural wonderlands in I 
the province has been thrown open 1 
to industrial development. It’s like j 
insisting that only a doctor of the, 
highest qualifications shall be called 1 
to attend a rape case. It does noth- j 
ing to stop the crime.

It is now up to the legislature > 
to deal with the committee’s report, j

The government can claim, of !; 
course, that it is only a Class B ! 
park that is being commercialized. \ 
It can claim this because it had f 
already reduced the area from Class ' 
A to B for this purpose. Under | 
existing legislation, any park boun- p 
dary can be re-drawn for any rea- ! 
son. any park can be eliminated J 
almost overnight, any park or a û 
part of it can be re-classified to f 
remove its protective category.

All this adds up to w’hat the | 
provincial government calls a parks £ 
policy. But our parks are not sane-1

One NDP-e 
Against 
5% Ceiling

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van- 
•ouver East) opposed the meas-

tuaries. They're sitting ducks.

Dangers of Ma rijuanShould Be Told Student
The provincial Government,t j ■ I V<government i student faced a mandatory 

education seven-year jail sentence because 
id high he received some marijuana in 
dangers the mail from Mexico.

f “I always hate to see students 
get into trouble because their 
whole careers are blasted by 
some folly in their youth,” he 
said.

“The provincial secretary and 
attorney-general should give 
some thought to the use of the 
Narcotic Foundation for educa­
ting university and high schoo' 
students of the dangers of
<T£>d-tir*-r * — -----' -

fl should
■among ----- - ~
vschool students of the 
• involved in taking marijuana for|

I^kicks, the legislature was told 
Wednesday.

Gordon Dowdin'g (NDP— 
Burnaby) said that at the same 
time the attitude towards mari­
juana by society should be 

i changed so it was not classed as 
| a drug as dangerous as cocaine 
or heroin.

Mr. Dowding said the govern­
ment should ask the Narcotics : 
Foundation to pursue both mat­
ters.

i He said more 
ally are taking 
facing stiff pen

[ But he said the law should V» 
more severe on drug pushers. \

I "I'm for capital pundshmei* 
I for these people. They are th« 
lowest form of animal Mfe that 
crawls upon the face of the i

Park Mining Revenue
Urged for Recreation

department of recreation and 
conservation. It seems to me 
that that department has little 
enough revenue.”

Mr. Price was secretary of 
the special legislative com­
mittee which recommended that 
Western Mines Ltd. be given 
permission to build a townsite 
inside Strathcona Park.

___ _____wijj £>cil rr
Wednesday said any gave, 
ment revenue from mining 
provincial parks should 
turned over to the recreati 
end conservation department.

Mines Minister Donald Bra 
ers made no comment on t 
proposal.

"It appears there will 
some mining in the parks and 
hope it will be as little 
possible,” Mr. Price said in ti
legislature.

“Any revenue from mini] 
roperaritione within a park aix 
phouM become available to ti

Wesley jBlack said he agreed.
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Rent-purchase plan

Home buyer help 
studied for

B rjqp ,.,, -.-sr. mrm«m-- -■ -'fflfjffj

Grant
‘cheap’

A $4 increase in the provincial 
per capita grant to municipal! 

[ties, approved in the legisla­
ture Monday, was described as 
cheap and picayune by Dr. Pat 
McGeer (Lib., Point Grey).

The Liberals and NDP voted 
for second reading of the bill,

! saying they did so on the prin- 
! ciple that every little bit helps.
|Second reading gives approval 
jin principle.

Said McGeer: “I support this 
bill. If a person is gasping for 
air, you don’t deny him 
breath.”

He said it is depressing year 
after year to rise and vote for 

| “picayune measures such as 
(this measure when we really 
should be thinking about what 

| our cities will be like 10 years 
from now.”

He charged that a $4 increase 
| is a pathetic way to approach 
the future and the challenge it 
will create.

wmm

NEW APPROACH 
“Our cities are strangling. 

We have the heaviest municipal 
debt. The solution is a com­
pletely new approach to financ­
ing between the provincial gov­
ernment and the municipalities. 
A committee would do. Almost 
any start would do but certain­
ly this is not satisfactory.”

He claimed cities which have 
the highest cost per capita get 
the lower awards. Vancouver 
has the worst traffic jams yet 
it receives the lowest grants foi1 
streets and roads.

“We don’t ask for special 
privileges, only equality,” he 
said. “We want a complete 
overhaul of the whole relation­
ship. When the cities ask for; 
help, you throw them a bone—-I 
and a small bone at that.”

Liberal Leader Perrault said 
the provincial government can 
move at the end of the present: 
calendar year to negotiate 
new arrangement with the 
federal government to allow 
homeowners to deduct property 
taxes from income tax

NOT POSSIBLE 
He read a letter from federal 

Minister Sharp saying 
are not

gppSgfl

HSpx®
possible underpu3a.uiC ------ We present-
arrangements between Ottawa 1 
and the provinces. But Sharp | 
said this agreement runs out atk 
the end of the present calendar 

I year.
Said Perrault: “If this (pro-1 

|vincial) government means1» 
what it says, let it move top 
negotiate arrangements thatj 
will let people take property tax j 
from income taxes.”

Perrault said the B.C. govem- 
, ment should be the first to Wel­
lcome a study of its treatment 
of the municipalities if it claims 
it treats them better than any 
other government.

tiharles MacSorley (Socred 
Burnaby) got into a hassle with 
opposition members after he 
charged that royal commissions 
on taxation have proved 
farce in other provinces.

There were cries of shame 
from the Opposition benches 
when MacSorley said: “Of 16 
mayors and reeves who ran in 
the last election, only two got 
elected and this shows how 
much regard the people of B.C. 
have for mayors and reeves.’

Opposition Leader Strachan | 
said MacSorley should recon­
sider his remarks. “He is cast- jj 
ing a slur on mayors and! 
reeves of this province.”

MacSorley: “Only the ones 
who got defeated.”

In defending the increase, f 
Premier Bennett said-the aid | 
to municipalities formula is I 
changing all the time. (Munici­
pal Affairs Minister Campbell 
had told the House the formula 
has been changed 27 times 
since the Socreds took power in 
1952.)

Said Bennett: “We live in a 
changing world. The only things 
that don’t change are the Lib­
erals and the NDP.

“You must have dynamic 
policies for a dynamic society.
I have said many times that 
this isn’t the last increase the 
municipalities will receive from 
this government. From this gov­
ernment the municipalities and 
the people can always expect 
more each and every year. This 
is not a commitment for any 
particular grant.”

The only member to vote 
against the bill was Dudley 
Little (Socred, Skeena). Outside 
the House, he said he voted 
against it on principle because 
he felt some consideration 
should be given to cities in the 
8,000 to 12,000 population 
bracket.

cities between 3,500 and 8,000 
get a $20 per capita grant. He 
felt this should be extended to 
3,500 to 12,500 because these 
cities have special growth prob- 
lems.

|Lake deposits
lesser of two 

\ pollution evils!
!lA Pollution experts agreed 

Monday that pumping of fine 
tailings from Western Mines to 
the bottom of Buttle Lake in 

- Strathcona Park would be the 
lesser of two evils.

Arthur Paget, deputy minis­
ter of water resources, told the 
h legislative committee studying 

the question that the mine’s 
daily output of 300 tons of fine 
tailings was an insignificant 
amount to dispose of in the 

; manner proposed.
“If it became 3,000 or 30,000 

tons daily then we would have 
> to take another look,” said 
Paget.

He suggested the mining com 
pany lose no time in applying 
for a water rights licence which 
would grant the necessary au­
thority to pump finely-ground 
rock from the mill operation 

ji into the lake.
Provincial fisheries biologist 

I. L. Withler told the commit­
tee the alternative of numnine 
fine tailings onto land seemed 
more dangerous.

High rainfall, with the possi­
bility of erosion, greatly in­
creases the pollution danger, 
Withler said.

“If the fine tailings are 
pumped into the lake at depth 
and stay below 100 feet, the ef­
fect upon fish and other flora 
and fauna in the lake would be 
very small,” he said.

Earlier, mine manager 
Charles Campbell said the com­
pany had sounded Buttle Lake 
and found a large section near 
the mine where the depth 
reached 180 feet. He said the 
fine tailings contain no toxic 
substances and could be pumped 
into this deep section for “100 
years and still not come within 
100 feet of the surface.”

Howard Paish, secretary 
manager of the B.C. Wildlife 
Federation, said he accepted 
Paget’s assurance that the gov­
ernment had sufficient powers 
to control any pollution threat
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le premier said he has had prepared to help the little mm.Former civil] 
servantsto get 

boost

There is no reason why people 
I who live in residential units,
! whether owner or rented, should 
not be entitled to a share of the 
funds coming from natural re­
sources.”

Ran. Harding (NDP, Kaslo- 
Slocan) called on Municipalpension BAffairs Minister Campbell to; 
convene a meeting with munici- * 
pallties to see where provincial 

• relief can best be provided.
I ‘‘It is amusing to me to hear 

the Socreds in this House ham 
• d mering Ottawa for not giving 

B.C. a fair deal.” said Harding.

I "You are not giving the muni­
cipalities a fair deal.”

Replying to the debate, Pre 
mier Bennett said the home- 
owner grant has had discussion 
all over the world following its 
introduction in B.C.

He said it is not assessments

^TKe^govemment pi{^j^TTuTgovernment plans to in- 
r , crease pensions for former B.C. 
|Hcivil servants who don’t quali- 
f i fy for benefits under the Can- 
; ada Pension Plan.

H Provincial Secretary Black 
: 3 Monday introduced three bills 
j ! in the legislature to integrate 

pensions contributions by civil 
. servants, teachers and munici- 

Up pal employees. A fourth bill 
1-ti authorizes the government to 
[•$ enter into an agreement on 

pensions with the federal gov- 
emment.

( M Integration means contribu­
ai; lions to the joint pensions 

schemes will remain at the 
£.>< same levels as before the na-

(the premier himself) has been
■ giving thought, 
j1 “We are out to help the peo- 
|ple who help themselves.”

UNANIMOUS VOTE 
! The House voted unanimously
to give second reading—agree­
ment in principle—to the home­
owner’s grant bill after opposl-

that send taxes up, but in­
creases in costs and higher 
wages.

He said: ‘We looked very 
^thoroughly for a way to help

[pensioners and people on low 
fixed incomes. We came up with 
the homeowner grant and it has 
helped them. This year it is $110! 

!! and this grant will go up to $150 
and $200 and if we are here long

tax assessments.
He said some rural areas 

have had assessment increases 
"of 900 per cent and people are 
being forced to liquidate timber 
sections on their land. He said

|j there is little inducement for i 
people to try to preserve the « i 
rural atmosphere of their areas. Î1

He said: “ I suggest to the j 
premier there must be a re­
examination of the assessment 
policy because we are going to 
destroy the countryside.”

Alex Macdonald (NDP, Van­
couver East) made a plea for 
government assistance for ten­
ants who now receive no benefit 
from the homeowner grant.

J The majority of apartment l 
dwellers get no relief under the ij 

j j grant legislation and an apart- i 
J ment surely is as much a home ti 
| ■ as something' sitting on a plot j 
| of ground, said Macdonald. | 
bj “Tenants are every bit as 
) j good as homeowners as people 
!" | owning their own homes,” he 
’said. “The bill should be 
amended to allow tenants who 
have a yearly lease to receive 
benefit of the homeowner grant. 
They are keeping a home and 
bringing up families just like 
homeowners.”

Liberal Leader Perrault said 
j if, as the government has said, 
the homeowner grant is a

■ dividend from natural re­
sources, then it is a gross dis-

Worker rights 
denied.claim 

bill’s opponents
The Professional Engineers’

; Association of B.C. was accused 
l Monday of proposing a new bill 
j to deny engineering tech- J 
§ nologists and technicians the I 

union of their]Outlined 
in House

right to join a 
choice.

John McNevin, assistant] 
secretary of the B.C. Federa-j 
tion of Labor, told the private] 
bills committee of the legisla-i 
ture he objected to a proposal

""" Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The provincial 
government is studying the pos­
sibility of a rent-purchase plan 
to help more people buy their 
own homes. /

In the legislature Monday, 
Premier Bennett claimed his 
homeowner grant system is be­
ing studied the world over and 
is already being emulated in 

! other parts of Canada.
‘there is a

that would give the engineers’ 
association the right to approve 
what was called an ancillary 
body to provide collective 
bargaining for professional em­
ployees.

“But,” he said, 
group of people who find it dif-j 
ificult to get the down payment McNevin said that under the 

Labor Relations Act employees 
have the right to decide which 
association will represent then) 
and whether they want to have 

: the right to strike.
“I don’t think you can have 

any true collective bargaining 
if you are going to limit the 
employees’ freedom of associa­
tion,” he said.

“This act is not designed to 
protect the engineering profes- 

I sion. It is an attempt to get 
around the Labor Relations Act 
when these people are showing I 
signs of wanting to get into aj

to buy a home. We are looking 
I to see if we can find a formula] 
[where we can enter into a rent-1 
purchase plan and thereby help
these people to secure a home- 
owner grant.”

ANSWERS CRITICS 
The premier was answering 

criticism that the homeowner 
grant discriminates against 
tenants in apartments or 
homes. The opposition voted 
for the bill to increase the 
grant from the present $100 to 
$110, but said the government 
should consider extending the *■*----- -

relief from very heavy taxa-1 
tion at the local level.But the $10 increase thifoyearl 
is not going to give as much 
help as municipal needs require, 
he claimed.

“The government is against 
helping tenants,” said Macfar- 
lane. “It is the policy of this

[benefit to tenants.

SSriv.-
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M union.’1
William Lowe, vice-president 

of the Office and Professional 
M Employees International Union.
P opposed the proposal on the 
k ground that the professional em- 
■f ployees* organization defined in 

the act could be dominated or 
r influenced by employers or em- 
: : ployers representatives, 

j. He said a section of the act 
: ‘.igives the council of the engi- 
! V I neers’ association authority to 

. ( limit or extend membership in 
H ; the association, and it could 

■ determine what groups could 
jibe classed as professional em- 
| ployees.

Lowe said the engineers* pro- 
I posai is like the B.C. Medical 
1 Association asking for the right jj 
Ij to supervise collective bargain- 
ling for the Registered Nurses’I j 
| Association as well as to licence | ;j 
| doctors.

The Vancouver Board of >.
| Trade objected to the collective 
j? bargaining proposal because the 
f definition of a professional 
I member of the engineers’ asso- 
I, ciation is not adequately spelled 
: out. This could lead to jurisdic- 
• tional disputes.

It said the proposed act 
! should not be implemented at1 
i this session until ambiguities ■ 
I are cleared up.

Does end justify means;
1

V.

By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA - There is no
experience more frustrating, ___
according to Attorney-General 
Bonner, than attempting to 
pinpoint the major cause of 

V traffic accidents.
1 So the government has ",

• . chosen, perhaps because there 
is an election in the offing, to 
try to satisfy both sides in the . 
perennial wrangle over alcohol ‘ 
versus mechanical defects.

Bonner told the House earlier 
that in some parts of B.C. the • 
percentage of accidents caused *. 
by mechanical defects could run 
as high as 10 per cent. \ tegs

In Vancouver, which has!
, y compulsory testing, the figure is!- ^ 

between one and two per cent, 
he said.

Compulsory motor vehicle 
‘testing introduced throughout 

B.C. can be expected to reduce 
this factor in the rising highway 
toll.

: But, though Bonner carefully || 
avoided assessing this factor in; 
his speech, another section of I.: 
the same bill, permitting police j

, to lift licences of motorists who : 
have been drinking, is almost 
certain to have greater impact.-;

; The 24-hour licence suspen- l 
sions, according to Bonner, are'^ 
designed to remove the doubtful ft 
driver from the road.

Opposition critics have

fivately voiced concern over 
I powers granted to police. They| 
(point out a driver who has!
I taken a single drink can have| 
I his licence suspended on! 
I strength of the smell on his I 
I breath. It is up to the motorist" 
1 to prove that his ability to drive | 
I isn’t impaired.

Highways Minister Gaglardil 
| makes it clear that he thinks | 
| the drinking driving section! 
I doesn’t go far enough. He would j] 
| like to see compulsory blood b
I alcohol tests. However, this l, 
fjwould require federal legislation! 
[«because it is covered by the1 
| Criminal Code of Canada.

Bonner was careful to stress 8
II the new licence suspension law! 
I would not create a new offence. [!

Clearly the government, like y 
|everyone else concerned.
|j alarmed at the soaring toll on| 
I the highways.

It’s difficult to make com-1 
Iparisons of accident statistics! 
fl from one year to the next I 
^because the growing congestionH 
B °n our highways increases bothjf 
j exposure and risk. But 
I amount of juggling of figures B 
I makes the 1965 death toll of 5001 
.1 less horrifying.

Tougher enforcement andl 
[iistricter licence suspensions ' ] 
|don’t appear to be getting | 

results, according to Bonner. So p 
|the government is trying some-1 
g thing new. The question re- l\ 
ij mains: does the end justify the j

Socred defeat on medicare predicted
MBKRHMMM

An opposition member charg-l 
|ed in the legislature Monday L 
|that increased subsidies underl 
I the B.C. Medical Plan would -i 
| delay national medicare in§ 
■Canada.

Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van-|
1 couver East) also said that y 
I unless the premiums were re-y 
È moved, Social Credit would bel 
[(defeated at the polls in the| 
| next election.

He made the charge during! 
I debate on the principle of the! 
I bill, which would increase sub-j 
Isidies from 50 to 90 per cent|
■ of premiums for subscribers fj
■ with no taxable income and| 
I from the present 25 per cent to j 
150 per cent for those with less! 
I than $1,000 taxable income.

Provincial Secretary Black! 
Itold the House latest available! 
■figures show that just over 67 § 
Iper cent of the 95,944 sub-5 

iers receive the government ^ 
isidies.

More than 51.700-53.5 per 
cent of subscribers—get the 50 
per cent subsidy which is to be , 

[increased to 90 per cent, Black! 
said. Another 12,646—13.18 per 
cent—get the 25 per cent grant B 
which is to be doubled.

Black said 29.34 per cent oft 
the 198,434, including depen-1 
dents, who are covered by the! 

[plan are over 65.
Macdonald reminded the gov-L 

eminent that former premier! 
Byron Johnson was defeated in ft 
1952 over the issue of hospital ft 
insurance premiums.

I He said: “Unless the premi-| 
|um system goes, it will destroy! 
this government as well. Youf 
will never be elected again.”

The NDP favors free medical! 
treatment for all, Macdonald| 
said.

"A nationaVmedicare scheme | 
should be the greatest centen-| 

[niai gift to the people of Can-1 
ada. But this picayune legisla-f 
lion, while it improves the B.C. 
plan in some little particulars,! 

delaying and frustrati

jthe national medicare scheme.” j 
Passage of this act will prob- j 

jably mean the national medi-| 
Icare plan can’t become oper-l 
1 ational by the July 1, 1967, dead-1 
|line, said Macdonald.

Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdney ) I 
Ssaid answers to questions filed|
■ in the legislature show only* 
I about 42,500 of the more than!
■ 60,000 social welfare recipients! 
I last November qualified for free I
■ medical services.

These are the people who need j
■ coverage most, said Barrett, yet j 
I the government is denying them, f 
| “They will be able to get cov- L 
lerage (under the B.C. Medical g
■ Plan) for $1 a month,” retorted!
■ Premier Bennett.
- Barrett replied that welfare!
■ recipients can’t afford even that!
■ small sum because allowances!
■ paid to them are 25 per cent!
■ below the accepted minimum! 
1 living standard.
I The vote on second reading! 
I of the bill was approved unani-[
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Morale low, House told

‘Galley slaves’ on 
ferries, says NDP

negotiating force on behalf of the em­
ployees of this government. Ferry 
employees, along with other govern­
ment employees, no longer have even 
a semblance of bargaining force or 
procedures so that they can hold their 

some-

Province ictoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The provincial govern­
ment was accused Monday of treat- ; 
in g its ferry employees like galley i 
slaves.

During debate on second reading 
of a bill to give the government 
authority to pay the outstanding $37 
million debt of the BC. Ferry Author­
ity, opposition members claimed the - 
government has allowed its relations 
with ferry workers to fall to low ... 
ebb. They claimed morale is low j§J 
among workers.

Said Gordon Dowding '. NDP, Bur- ! 
naby): “This government has Very E 
little concern for human beings. 
When you examine the work sche- > 
dules of the ferry service employees, /> 
you find them working 12 days with ; " 
three off.

“You find this government com- m 
fpTetely ignoring the standards set by v 
the Canada Labor Code of 1904.-65 in 
hours of work. You may think you 
are living in the days of Rome when ’ 
you look at the way they treat these ^ 
galley slaves,” he told the legisla- -

Crews recently protested sailing y 
schedules for 1966, complaining that ^ 
they cut down ihe number of week- .

| ends employees can spend at home. -V 
j The Civil Service Commission ruled 
against any change in the schedules 
because it is too late in the year 

I and there is no guarantee that a new 
I schedule would be an improvement. & 
| Opposition Leader Strachan ac- 
I cused the government of denying j» 
ferry workers the protection of bar- gj 

I gaining rights.
I He said: “You deliberately de- ; 
I stroyed the B.C. Government Em- S

heads up high without fear that 
thing may happen.”

These attacks stung Premier Ben­
nett into one of his typical thunder­
ing defences of government policy.

“We have the finest staff in any 
ferry fleet in the whole world,” he 
shouted. ‘We have more applications 
to enter our fleet because no place 
else in the world are the conditions 
so good. We have applications from 
every other ferry fleet.

“And the reason is that in our fer- 
ries every single person sleeps on 
his own bed every night—or at least 
I hope so.”

The premier said if they were not • 
in their own beds they would be stay­
ing in hotels going about their busi- | 
ness.

This raised roars of laughter and •) 
I it was several seconds before the “ 
premier could continue.

He rejected opposition charges that 
he had misled the people by claim­
ing Crown agencies were debt free.

From the time the government 
ferry was started the government has 
been paying a subsidy of 2Va per cent 
of the capital of the ferry authority.

“All over the province, the Op­
position leader and the Liberal leader 

' have been trying to mislead the prov- 
: ince on this matter,” he said.

given second readmg (agreer 
principle) by unanimous vote.----- 3----

Election speech

CAT LET OUT?
Did Premier Bennett let the cat out of the bag Monday 

I when he admitted in the legislature to making an election 
speech?

He was giving a spirited defence of the $4 increase in 
the provincial per capita grant to municipalities when 
Liberal Leader Perrault interjected: “Is this a campaign 
speech?”

“Yes,” retorted the premier sharply, with a broad 
smile on his face.

Questioned later by reporters on the possible date for 
an election, he merely smiled again and declined to
comment.

dBm
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Socreds 
revolt

“It is the essence of de- 
^ mocracy when we as members 
J of the legislature accept our 
| responsibility to do what is fair 
:] and right and equitable to the 
| people,” Peterson said. /

He said the Angus Commission 
i was limited by the terms of 
| reference but the government 
| has no such limitations. (The

on seats
I terms were set by the Social 
I Credit government last year.)

_ “We can’t use cold and 
bloodless mathematics to divide 

■M the country.” the minister said. 
“The government is not dis- 

; criminating against any area. It

CRITICIZES PREMIER)
Gordon Dowding (NDP-Burn-I 

aby) said Premier Bennett wflll 
go down in history as the man] 
who was prepared to inter! 
with recommendations of al 
purely impartial com mission L 
when his own party was af-| 
fected.

unfair political

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—A debate on the government’s redis-» 
tribution bill was surprisingly adjourned Tuesday night«5 
after indications of the biggest revolt ever staged by' 
Socred backbenchers on a government bill.

No explanation was given when Highways Minister 1 
Gaglardi adjourned the five-hour debate at 10:30 p.m.,

But earlier James Chabot (SC-Columbia) said he| 
would vote against the bill unless changes were made 
in the Kootenays. At least three other government: 
backbenchers were expected to oppose the bill in its 
present form.

At no other time since Pre­
mier Bennett came to power 
have more than two socreds 
voted against a government 
bill.

Opposition Leader Strachan 
charged the government with 
“discrimination of the rankest 
kind” against voters in the in-

“This government has demon- 
I strated it is just as bad or 
worse than any previous gov­
ernment in deliberately using 

| the power of government to 
perpetuate itself in office,” he 
said.

“I hope the people of the j] 
interior will rise in wrath and $ 
destroy this government.”

Liberal Leader Perrault urged l 
the government to turn the i 
redistribution bill over to the V 
Angus Royal Commission for i 
immediate study and further | 
recommendations.

“I’m happy the north has j 
been given seven seats,” Per­
rault said. “But let us maintain | 
the principle of electoral bal-jj 
anpe by adding seats to other | 
areas of B.C.”

Will lose seat
Since the commission has 

[done all the basic work its new 
j recommendations could be de- 
i livered within 10 days, he said.
| Ran Harding (NDP-Kaslo 
h Sloe an) said he is one of the 
I members who will lose their 
I riding but he added he didn’t 
3 object so long as all the 
I impartial recommendations of! 
I the Angus Commission were 
| accepted.

“But when you increase the 
| number of ridings in the north 
land take away seats from the 
I Kootenays, I protest this 
Id i s c r i m ination,” Harding 
1 charged.

“There should be no différ­
ai ence in the way various regions 
I are treated, and we are going to 
I tell the people what you have 
3 done.”

Attorney-General Bonner said 
I the suggestion the government 
lis discriminating against the 
| Kootenays is ridiculous. He 
I added: “I'm accepting the 
1 commission’s recommendations 
Ion this score against .my own 
| better judgment.”

‘But I could not in all| 
conscience support the type of j! 
recommendation — and I don’t” 
care who makes it — that 4 
proposes a riding of 28,000 ^ 
square miles, 10 times the areajj 
of The Netherlands.”

Bonner said it was the respon-j 
sibility of the cabinet, “whether ‘4 
it has the support of government j| 
members or not,” to bring be-| 
fore the House what it judges to| 
be the best redistribution pro-f 
gram.

With seven members in the 1 
northern region the average! 
number of voters will be 17,000}) 
per riding, rising to 34,000 j 
average by 1975.”

Bonner said unless these I 
additional seats are retained ini 
the north “you will be redress- j 
ing an imbalance in the south | 
while maintaining an imbalance x 
in the north.”

Unlike the opposition, said g 
Education Minister Peterson, I 
the government isn’t prepared I 
to hide behind the recommenda- 
tions of a royal commission.

The NDP was prepared 1 
take its losses under the i 
report, but not the government,! 
Dowding said.

Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP-1 
Grand Forks-Greenwood) said I 
she felt the commission did a I 
very good job within its terms! 
of reference. She would have! 
preferred to see her riding! 
maintained in its present form,! 
but did not quarrel with the! 
commission’s decision that it! 
should be made part of a larger! 
riding.

Harry McKay (Lib.—Femie)| 
accused the government of leav-| 
ing alone ridings where it felt! 
it was not hurt.

He said: “It’s easy to talk! 
electoral boundaries, Calder about the growth in the north.! 
said, the tremendous size of the I a^ou^ the southeastern!
northern section of the province |Par* °* the province. You forget! 
must be taken into considéra- ahout it because it doesn’t suit! 
tion. your political purpose.

Tony Gargrave (NDP- Mac- "It is an insult to the member 
kenzie) said the principle estab- for Atlin (Frank Calder—NDP) 
lished in the Angus Commission to say you are, going to preserve] 
report is that each voter has a his riding, 
vote which should carry the 
same amount of political power.

is taking 
, advantage.

“The government has made a 
|y sincere attempt to bring about a 

4 xj more equitable distribution of 
- ' seats than B.C. has ever had 

before.”
Frank Calder (NDP-Atlin) 

was applauded by members on 
both sides of the House when he 
said “I’m going to show some 
strength and support this bill.”

No matter what commission 
was given the job of redrawing

“You should not gerrymander 
I or Benneltmander the recom- 
1 mendations of this commis- 
j] sion,” he said.

Arthur Turner (NDP-Vancou- 
|ver East) said it isn’t possible 
S to have fair redistribution “with 
: a commission directly under the 
^influence of the government.

"When the election comes — 
land I believe one isn’t needed 
■ this year — these pigeons will 
| come home to roost to the 
I detriment and elimination of 
phis government,” Turner said.

pave Barrett (NDP-Dewdney) 
| said the redistribution bill 
jj should be amended to require a 
| complete enumeration of all 
a votes on the provincial lists 
I starting immediately.

PREDICTION

“I agree royal commissions 
are no more than recommenda­
tions except when they are set 
up to keep gerrymandering 
fingers out.”

McKay and Recreation Min­
ister Kieman became involved 
in some personal crossfire when 
McKay accused the government 
of using Calder and his race 
(he is a native Indian) as a poli­
tical gimmick.

Retorted Kieman: '“I have! 
said nothing in relation to the! 
race or any other characteriM 
tics of the member. As far as II 
am concerend he is a member! 
of the legislative assembly jot! 
the same as I, and on that basis! 
we are on an equal footing and]
on every other basis we are on! 
an equal footing.” I

Alan Macfarlane (Lib., Oak I 
„ .Bay) accused the government!
He predicted the government of insulting the intelligence ofSwill pull apart the old voters 

I lists poll by poll and reassemble 
jthem to fit the new ridings. 
“We know very well that this 

[3 way thousands and thousands 
I will be denied the right to vote, 
I but that Is Social Credit,” he 
| said.

Resources Minister Williston 
I said the government had made 
Ithe only logical move by 
d deciding to leave the northern 
I boundaries untouched in their 
I present form.

If you move one boundary
■ line you’ve got to consider
■ moving them all,” he said.

I Jtart juggling with these lines
3S^.T9 in serious trouble.”

Dr. Angus by setting the com-1 
mission restrictive terms of I 
reference and then ignoring I 
those terms itself in the bill. I 
It was just as important when! 
the terms were made in Au-1 
gust, 1965, as it is now to have! 
seven ridings in the north.

‘‘But you did not tell the com-1 
mission there were to be seven! 
ridings in the north,” Macfarl 
l^ne told the government. / J

He charged that two member I 
ridings were in the govern-1 
ment’s mind from the begin* I 
ning because it felt a strong! 
cabinet minister could drag ini 
a weak sister by his coat tails. I 
That is why it is politically I 
suitable for the government to| 
have two-member ridings.



m

Victoria comment

Local control favored
By IAN STREET 

Province Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA—Province-wide standards 
I and regulations are often suggested as 

the solution to B.C.’s air pollution prob-

It’s surprising therefore to hear Trade
Minister Loffmark, who seems to have 

m assumed the role of spokesman for a 
$ special cabinet committee set up to 
S study the problem, champion the re- 
Vi gional approach.

Why not establish levels of air pollu- 
" tion that are equal across the province?

These would have to be average in 
Vji order to be fair, argues Loffmark. and 

would not take into account varying geo- 
|j graphic conditions.

Air pollution standards which might 
'V';i be adequate in Kamloops, according to 
H Loffmark, might not be high enough for 
||| Port Albemi.

He explains Kamloops has generally 
Vjj high winds and a very high cloud ceiling 

so that pulp mill odors or llyash are dis- 
y pelled efficiently by the natural move* 

\ ment of air.
Pollution is a far more serious prob­

lem in a place like the Albemis where 
dirty air is trapped by a low cloud ceil­
ing and hemmed in by mountains. Winds 
in the area, particularly early in the 
day, are extremely light, says Loffmark.

The minister claims the government 
feels the people of the area affected 
should have a major say in what con­
trols are imposed through local authori­
ties.

That is why the government to date 
has not undertaken to bring in province­
wide air pollution control legislation, ac­
cording to Loffmark.

What the government is saying, if this 
is to be taken at face value, is that by 
imposing standards of air pollution in­
dustries are being put to an expense 
which runs into hundred of thousands.

In these circumstances the argument 
goes, the people directly affected should 
have a say in how far they’re willing to 
go in risking their pay cheques.

Loffmark stresses he’s not suggesting 
MacMillan Bloedel and Powell River Co. 
would close down their Albemi opcra-

But he does claim the probability that 
air pollution controls will continue to be 
a costly factor in future Albemi opera­

tions and may have contributed to the 
company’s decision to expand their Pow- p? 
ell River operation.

The opposition parties in the legis- 
lature. predictably enough, greeted the V 
announcement of formation of a cabinet 
committee with cries that <he govern- :é 
ment was sweeping what could be an ^ 
embarrassing election issue under the r 
rug.

Loffmark vigorously defends tne cabi- V; 
net action and says the committee (other I, 
members Resources Minister Williston, \ 
Municipal Affairs Minister Campbell> 
will quickly appoint technical advisors 
and probably hold public hearings dur­
ing the current session.

The government is trying to fix the 
blame for its failure with a somewhat 
half-hearted attempt to bring air pollu­
tion problems before a legislative stand­
ing committee on what it terms opposi­
tion “obstructionist” tactics.

It seems to have been a purely po­
litical manoeuvre, however. The gov- jj 
emment probably feels the fracas in the f 
House will give the opposition a claim | 
to having forced its hand if deliberations 
result in effective controls or be able to 
claim “bulldozer tactics” if results are 
unsatisfactory.

Pollution control: One policy for B.C.
I The question of air pollution con- 
|trol in B.C. remains as murky as 

ever after its latest airing in tire 
legislature.

Municipal Affairs Minister Dan 
Campbell proposed a complex plan 
to put the control problem in the 
hands of new “regional districts." 
The plan included study by a 
House committee of classification 
of harmful pollution, establishment 
of bylaws and an outline of provin­
cial pollution control.

The proposal was sidelined by a 
technicality, but since then a gov­
ernment MLA — Bert Price, Van­
couver Burrard — has asked for 
provincial pollution controls. And

Mr. Campbell's plan is expected to 
again come up for discussion later 
in the session.

Perhaps Mr. Campbell’s idea 
could lead to (lie kind of broad cov­
erage necessary to take out the 
^ubbiguities and put the teeth in 
anti-pollution legislation. If so — 
and if the second debate reveals it 
—the minister should have support 
from both sides of the House.

Anthony Gargrave (NDP. Mac­
kenzie) said in the House recently 
that the only way to control pollu­
tion is on a province-wide basis. 
Anything else will lead to regional 
conflicts and might leave some 
areas without effective controls.

The Union of B.C. Municipalities | 
for several years has sought pro-1 
vincial pollution control, urging the 1 
provincial government to take the F 
lead and the responsibility. Greater I 
Vancouver, often subjected to air j 
pollution from outside areas, has I 
repeatedly urged the government j 
to act. So has Victoria.

Perhaps Mr. Campbell can- sim-1 
plifv his formula and make it .clear I 
just how wide the effects of his j 
proposed legislation would be.

The sooner B.C. is protected by Î 
a provincial-wide anti-pollution 
policy, the better.

Wednesday, March 1966
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Loggers grumble, 
Big 6 talks back
The complaint

Province Victoria Bureau
E VICTORIA—The Big Six forest corn- 
j panics in B.C. were accused Tuesday of 
I price-fixing in the purchase of pulp logs.

Pat Brennan, president of independent 
| Squamish Logging Operators Ltd., told the 
1 legislative forestry committee there is no 
I fair supply and demand system operating 
f, in the pulp industry in B.C. now.

“I don’t see why we should be subjected 
| to the whims of a few gentlemen to decide 
I what to do with me,” he said.

The committee chairman, Cyril Shelford, 
1 told him that if he thinks price-fixing is go- 
| mg on. he should take the question to the 
1 combines branch for an investigation.

1 Said Brennan: “Well, all I know is you 
§j can call any one of the six and you will 
j| get the same price quoted to you.”

Brennan said the independent loggers 
| should be given the same rights of export 
| as their counterparts in Washington who 
| are allowed to export.

Companies vague
If the markets of the world were opened 

| up to the loggers, there would then be a 
| true free enterprise system, he said.
I Under present export regulations logs 
Û that have been in the water for 30 days 
^ may be exported if at least three mills 
| have refused to take up offered sales.

» But Brennan told the committee it is 
1 almost impossible to get companies to give 
! unequivocal refusals.

F. S. McKinnon, deputy minister of 
| forests, told the committee that if it had 
| not been for the export regulations there 
S would have been no pulp and sawmill in- 
| dustry in B.C.

Shelford told Brennan '.here is a strong 
1 move in the Pacific northwest states to 
I stop export of logs to Japan.

Brennan said there is a glut of pulp logs 
j on the market now and selling prices have 
| dropped $52.50 per thousand to $40 per 
! thousand. He said there are few logs being 
| traded even at this price.

Smallwood logs cannot be sold and con- 
B tracts arranged in 19G5 are being cancelled.

Brennan said there is no market for pulp 
S wood in B.C. and ‘it’s just what the pulp 
| mills want to pay you ” He said no pulp 
| sales should be given to anyone until all 
l| the salvage is off the ground.

It doesn’t pay
He claimed it becomes uneconomical to 

log pulp logs at $40 a thousand and while 
| this situation prevails in B.C., Washington 
I loggers are able to export logs to Japan at 
| $77.50 a thousand.

Brennan referred to the $10 increase in 
the price of pulp recently announced by 
Crown Zellerbach and asked: “How can you 
put on an increase like this, when the price 
of logs has dropped $12.50?”

He asked that any measure contem­
plated to force the logger to remove small- 
wood (under the government’s new small- 
wood policy) should be counterbalanced by 
a similar force applied to the pulp mills to 
pay a minimum selling price and use a 

: guaranteed minimum volume.
McKinnon told the committee that in 

view of the present surplus of pulp logs, it 
is the feeling of the forestry department 
that anybody applying for pulp timber must 
demonstrate need.

He said the government's close utiliza­
tion program is purely voluntary. “There 
is nothing compulsory about it,” he î

The defence
By BOB McMURRAY I

B.C.’s major forestry companies Tuesday f: 
denied categorically that there was any i 
price-fixing in the buying of pulp wood logs ' 
and explained that the recent drop in prices ' 
was because firms had large inventories on j 
hand.

Officials of the companies gave various • 
reasons, but they all add up to the law of 
supply and demand. And some of them | 
suggest that Pat Brennan, president of the ; 
Independent Squamish Logging Operators 
Ltd., has made a dramatic accusation 
which doesn’t get to the bottom of the 
problem. (See story alongside.)

“If we were fixing prices as Mr. Brennan 
claims, then why would we let them get 
up to $52.50 per thousand last year?” asked ; 
one official.

“It's like buying shares,” said another. 
“You can phone six brokers and get the 
same market price quote.” He said Bren­
nan could phone 30 mills on the coast and 
get the same prices for logs.

In addition to the large inventory of logs 
on hand, it was pointed out that there is a 
bigger supply of chips, produced as waste- 
wood from sawmills available. Also there 
has been some logs bought in U.S., although 
this is declining, and some extra logs 
forced on the market as a result of liquida­
tion of timber licences at government insist­
ence.

A Rayonier Canada (B.C.) Ltd. spokes­
man said the company hasn’t been buying 
pulp logs for three months because of high 
inventory. The supply built up when delays 
developed in the expansion of its Woodfibre 
mill.

Loggers cautioned
Canadian Forest Products Ltd. official 

said part of the situation had resulted from 
over-anxiety on the part of some companies 
who feared a material supply shortage 
caused by expansion of pulp mills on the 
coast. He pointed out that his company is | 
now a net supplier of pulp logs.

He said CFP has always cautioned j 
logging operators against being too optimis­
tic about the immediate economics of \ 
smallwood. “Until all the new capacity <■ 
comes in, this will be the least economic 1 
source of supply.”

He said there was a substantial volume j 
of interior chips being marketed on the ! 
coast and pointed out it made sense to use [ 
the chip waste from coastal sawmills as ; 
the first step in complete utilization.

A Crown Zellerbach spokesman said that j 
JJp to the last three months of 1965 there | 
had been a shortage of pulp logs, brought 
on partly by the cold weather in the early 
months of the year.

A MacMillan, Bloedei & Powell River 
Ltd. official said when a threat to supply 
appeared last year that some companies 
started curbing their chip exports to the 
U.S. With more chips, less pulp logs are 
needed.

He said that some firms had purchased 
logs in the U.S.

He said the log market in B.C. is any­
thing but stable and pointed out that prices 
had increased 44 per cent since 1961,

A B.C. Forest Products Ltd. official «aid 
the price had been driven up last year by 
a brisk market for hemlock sawlbgs. He 
also said that log production lpst year had 
been high. Present sawlog prices are about 
$70 for No. 1 hemlock, $65 for No. 2 and $60 
for No. 3.
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Pulp mill assured 
for East Kootenays

Work will start in April on 
construction of a 350-ton per 
day pulp mill at Skookum- 
chuck in the East Kootenays 
with production scheduled for 
January of 1968.

The project is being built un­
der the name of Canal Devel­
opment Co. Ltd., a wholly- 
owned subsidiary of Crestbrook 
Timber Ltd. of Cranbrook, 
which has as partners the Hon­
shu Pulp and Paper Co. and 
Mitsubishi Co. of Japan.

A ,new joint venture name 
has not yet been chosen.

Progress on the mill was 
described in the legislature on 
Tuesday by Lands and Forests 
Minister Williston- who has just 
returned from a five-day visit 
to Japan.

He said the Japanese part­

ners have yet to secure approv­
al of the Japanese government 
before they participate. “I had 
a session with the minister 
of foreign affairs and he indi­
cated that tight money poli­
cies in Japan and on the North 
American continent are mak­
ing these projects more diffi­
cult.

“On the other hand, he indi­
cated great interest on the part 
of the Japanese government and 
he assured me of their complete 
co-operation.”

The mill will eventually be 
700 tons per day with an in­
vestment of $60 million. The 
second stage is expected to be 
completed by 1971. The Skoo- 
kumchuk site is 34 miles north 
of Cranbrook.

Williston described the mill as 
a “tremendous breakthrough” 
in the B.C. forest industry.

He said the government had 
insisted on a performance bond 
in the past but in this case the 
performance is being estab­
lished by the mill.

The company has been 
awarded no secured timber 
rights as in the form of a pulp- 
wood harvesting licence or tree 
farm for the mill but plans to 
use its existing holdings and 
apply for pulp timber sales.

Williston, who took two B.C, 
dogwood trees to the Japanese 
royal family, said the visit last 
June of six B.C. cabinet min­
isters to Japan had a greater 
impact than any similar visits 
from other countries. I
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Fly-by-night 
sales muzzle 
eyed for B. C.

••
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The provincial government is con­
sidering legislation to protect citizens from what have 
been called fast-talking, fly-by-night, door-to-door sales- 

i men.
Attorney-General Bonner told the legislature Wed-j 

! ncsday the government wants to have the benefit of 
experience of similar legislation in other jurisdictions! 

. before introducing such a law here.
He said this was the reason the government is not 

'.prepared to support a private member’s bill proposed 
,by Leo Nimsick (NDP-Cranbrook).

Nimsick said his bill is de­
signed to give a person seven

mmÿ:

''days to consider whether he 
! wants to go ahead with an 

agreement he signs with a door- 
to-door salesman. He described 

[it this as a cooling-off period. 
Bonner said the government 

| has sympathy for the objective 
! sought by Nimsick’s bill and 
has been giving thought to legis- 

; lation of this sort.
But he said there is legisla­

tion now which protects people 
! who feel the cost of loans ex- 

:• cessive and a transaction harsh 
| and unconscionable. But people 
; do not seem to want to rely on 
lit.

“The cures are apparent and 
I very often effective but they 
$ are often not relied upon. We 
jjt have not completed our own 
| view on these questions and if 
| the member would leave it for 
5 the moment and not press it to

vote, 
8 ment.”

His 
L which

I would move adjourn-

motion was adopted, 
Nimsick’s bill

probably will die on the orderj

In supporting Nimsick, Alex I 
MacDonald ( NDP — Vancouver 
East) told of a man called Ted 
Salonyka who, he claimed, had) 
been reduced to skidroad by a j 
fly-by-night salesman.

MacDonald said the man I 
signed an agreement with the [ 
salesman to have his house stuc-h, 
coed for $750, the contract toijj 
be performed by a firm called (5 
Inter - Provincial B uildingfe 
Credits.

Said MacDonald: “The sales-[J 
man took the contract to the| 
firm, sold the contract and M 
walked away with something ^ 
like $500.

“Inter-Provincial sued the man| 
for the money and the company F 
garnisheed his bank account, h 
He has lost his house, he has I 
been charged as being in a state j| 
of intoxication in a public place. '?j 
This is a case of a citizen being [1 
ruined by a fly-by-night sales- ^ 
man who did not do a tap of t

NDP taunts premier 
over Socred MP vote

Premier Bennett said Wed- 
! nesday the federal Socred 
jj MPs should vote the Liberal 
I government out of office if it 
I doesn’t raise the old age 
| pension to $100.
J He was being taunted in the 
I legislature by the opposition 
laboutthe fact that the five

federal Socreds have voted | 
with the Liberals.

Said Bennett: “I cannot | 
speak for them, but I hope \ 
they keep the Liberals in rope J 
long enough to give them a ! 
chance to perform and if they | 
don’t perform I hope they will l 
have the intestinal fortitude to f 
kick them out.”

Three bills 
ruled out 
of order
Private members bills to seÛ 

$ up a legal aid system in B.C. 
jj and ensure that very young! 
I children are not sent to indus-i^ 
| triil training schools died in the| 
1 legislature Wednesday whenjj 
j they were ruled out of order.

Speaker William Murray ruled;] 
| that because they involved 
f expenditure of public money! 
j thev could not proceed.

Under House standing orders 
51 and the Constitutional Act only i 
I the government can bring injj 
I bills involving spending from v 
I the public purse.

The legal aid bill, proposed by! 
| Tony Gargrave (NDP-Mac-[ 
$ krnzie) would have given legal p 

: aid a statutory basis and <. 
j extended it to civil as well as? 
I criminal cases.

SAFEGUARDS
The other bill, proposed by f 

I Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdney) j. 
: would have prohibited sending j; 

[i children under 12 to industrial | 
p training schools and set up whatE 

he called safeguards for chil-fi 
dren sent to such institutions.

Another attempt by Alan| 
’Macfarlane (Lib.-Oak Bay) — j 
j the fourth in as many years —p 
| to make it possible by statute tog 
j sue the Crown fell by the* 
I wayside.

The Speaker ruled it out off 
| order in a private member’s | 
I hands.

Two other private members 6 
j bills were adjourned on second I 
I reading on motions by cabinet | 
j ministers.

EXTEND POWER
These were designed to en-1 

| sure that job discrimination by I 
| sex is eliminated by including a fc 
I new section in the Fair Em-1 
| ployment Practices Act and to I 
1 extend the powers of the ! 
9 provincial pollution control j 
I board to cover air pollution.

Labor Minister Peterson said I 
She wanted to study existing I 
j statutes dealing with fair em-j 
I ployment to ensure there would I 
I be no conflict arising from the jj 
| proposed bill.

Lands and Forests Minister |j 
j Williston indicated the govern-[ 
I ment prefers to wait for more g 
I comprehensive studies on poilu-1 
I tion problems and said a a 
j national conference in Montreal | 
Jin October would provide* a lot § 
I of useful material.
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Discontent hurting force, 
private lulls committee told
Vancouver policemen are 

I being treated as second-class 
[citizens and discontent is under­
mining efficiency, the legislative 
private hills committee was told 
Wednesday.

The police union is asking for 
a new procedure to appeal 
dismissals and demotions, and 
has proposed that appeals be 
directed to the Labor Relations 
Board rather than to a Supreme 
Court judge.

H. A. D. Oliver, counsel for 
the union, told the committee: 
“What we are asking for is not 
to have policemen treated as 
second-class citizens. They are 
citizens like everybody else and 
they ask to be treated like othei4 
workers.”

Oliver said the policemen feel 
the Labor Relations Board, set 
up by the legislature to deal 
with questions of industrial 
relations, is a proper body to 
which they can appeal.

“Vancouver does not have a 
contented police force, and a 
discontented police- force is not 
an efficient force,” he said. 
“This proposal would remove 
one of the main bones of 
contention worrying members 
of the force at the present time.

“Not too many chief con 
| stables in recent years have left 

circumstances of honorable 
retirement. Over the past 20 
years there is ample justifica­
tion for the desire of members 
of the force for protection

gainst the exercise of arbitrai

power. This is not an attack oniconstable, the police commis- f 
the present chief constable, and sioners and a judge, 
it is not intended as such.” Baker s'aid it is not considered |j

Russell Baker, corporation conducive to good discipline if I 
counsel for the city of Vancou-jthe opinion of a judge is to be| 
ver, denied Oliver’s a 

Said Baker: “The i 
is not discontented.
be a few people who have been i „
dismissed or demoted or disci-, constable I would have acted ; 
plined who may be discontented. ! differently. ’
The force generally is con-; Baker said the policemen areR 
lente(j •- in a preferred position because G

0-iv.r said he didn't imp,y thefcX ‘3^^
force is in a state of rebellion,

A G defends 1
regulations
Attorney-General Bonner has L 

answered complaints that civil 
liberties are being infringed by 
new legislation to curb border- 
line drinking drivers and those 
who leave the scene of 
accident.

Bonner told the legislature I 
Wednesday the requirement for B 
a police sticker before garages |]

Police powers queried

WAIT A MINUTE!
Vancouver's corporation counsel, Russell Baker, has 5 

| promised to define limitations to a city proposal to give £

I policemen authority to enter any premises with a licence | 
, inspector.

Baker told the legislative private bills committee the

I purpose is to allow a policeman to accompany an inspec­
tor in situations where his protection might be needed.

But committee member Gordon Dowding (NDP, Bur- 
I naby) said the proposal would give a policeman authority 
I to enter a private house without a search warrant. He 
j said this could lead to an infringemenT of the rights of 
| citizens on their private property.

Another committee member, Bert Price (Social Credit,
I Burrard), said the measure would give the city powers 
I against all citizens to get authority to deal with only a few 
I situations.
Baker said he would be prepared to meet later -with 

I the committee to discuss possible restrictions.

but members are unhappy about ot^cr c'v*c employee has an 
certain aspects of their employ- 
ment and especially about their Si 
inability properly to appeal.

He said they’ve given up the 
right to strike or picket, and it 
would be unthinkable for the 
force to strike. But they “must 
look to their elected representa­
tives to do their striking for 
them.”

Oliver argued that legislation 
permitting an appeal to the 
Supreme Court is ineffective 
because it is restricted. The 
court cannot review the evi­
dence on which the chief 
constable bases his decision, 
although it can hear new 
evidence.

Committee member Gordon can jawfuny repair damage to 
Dowding (NDP, Burnaby) sug- vehjcie was added “with 
gested that the union's proposal some regret •• 
would give a man three bites at „M is , fact bowever, that in 
the same pie by allowing what lhc ,as| tw0 vears has
would be in effect, three bcen an a[most unbelievable 
separate. «il £hJif, rise in the number of hit and-

. run accidents," he said. “In 
I Vancouver alone this has run | 

into more than 2,000 cases | 
| during the period under study.”

He said he found the situation | 
I shocking but could offer 
| explanation.

The question of civil liberties, I 
^ Bonner said, was a major H J reason for his opposition tofj 

compulsory breathalyzer tests. [ 
There is a section in the new! 

3 act which specifically bans | 
jl evidence gathered by voluntary S 
|‘ testing from being used if | 
I charges are to be laid.
~ Bonner added: "It is no parti 
(j of anyone’s civil liberties, how-[ 
! ever, to endanger the lives of g 
£ others by careless driving hab-1 
| its.”

V'v',
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PGE not for sale, 
premier tells Gibson
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Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Premier Bennett Wednesday

I rejected a suggestion by Liberal Gordon 
Gibson that he sell the Pacific Great East­
ern railway to the CPR or CNR.
He told the legislature: “As long as I 
am premier of the province I will never 

fj sell this railroad to the CNR or the CPR 
or any other railroad.”

He made the comment during the debate 
on second reading—agreement in principle 
—of the bill to give the government author­
ity to purchase outstanding shares of the 
PGE for $25.2 million. The bill was ap­
proved unanimously.

Gibson (Lib.—North Vancouver) had sug­
gested that now the government has got 
the PGE going it should sell it, recover its 
capital investment and use the money for 
other things.

Don Robinson (Socred—Lillooet) angrily 
i condemned Gibson’s suggestion.

He said the people of B.C. got behind the 
PGE to develop the northern areas of the 
province.

______
“If we ever sold the PGE we would lose I 

control of the development of our prov- j 
fj ince,” he said.

Liberal leader Perrault accused the gov- 
| ernment of losing millions of dollars in 

federal grants for the PGE by fumbling j1 
and bumbling.

“I charge the premier with deliberately j 
cheating the taxpayers on such federal !

1 grants by refusing to follow the established |j 
procedures,” he said.

He said the government never admiits !

(that between 1949 and 1958 the federal gov­
ernment gave $2.4 million to the PGE.

Premier Bennett said the provincial gov­
ernment went to the federal government g 
when the Socreds took power to try to get [i 
some assistance for the PGE. The govern-[ 
ment discussed it fully with Ottawa andg 
all Ottawa would do was provide a subsidy | 

for a 50-mile extension from Prince George. [’ 
“And that took the line straight intoE 
I muskeg,” he said. “The federal Liberal) 

government has treated this province worse if 
^ than any other by saying we are in good}] 
| financial shape in B.C.”

No delay 
in ridings 
bill seen

The government’s controver- 
| sial bill to redistribute B.C.
I legislature seats is expected to 
j come to a vote in the legisla- 
I ture today.

Despite a revolt among a few I 
Social Credit backbenchers, [ 
Education Minister Peterson j 
said there is no plan to delay j 
the bill.

Debate on second reading was 6

I adjourned abruptly after five | 
hours Tuesday.
Peterson told a Vancouver 1 
Centre Social Credit meeting § 
Wednesday night the govern-jf 
ment hopes to start debate on| 
departmental estimates at a| 
night sitting tonight.

SURE INDICATION
considered a sure,

I indication" that the government 
[ intends to push ahead with its|
| redistribution bill today andt 
I bring it to a vote.

Peterson was asked why the 
| government doesn’t delay it to 2 

more opportune time—and

I bring it up when the question \ 
of redistribution could be used 

benefit to the govem-
| ment?

“There is no benefit to the | 
government one way or the | 
other,” Peterson said. “Redis-i 
tribution, whenever it comes up, { 
will be controversial. But I j! 
don’t see anything to be gained ij 
by delay on this type of legis-1 
lation.

SEES PROBLEMS 
“Action is the best thing, | 

come what may. Even though | 
it will create problems on alii 
sides of the. House, we’re bet-1 
ter off to tackle it now.

“I think Vancouver and the I 
Lower Mainland have been un- § 
der-represented. I’m against 1 

a postponement. The sooner we 1 
go ahead the better, and let | 
the chips fall where they may.’ 

His only reference to elec-1 
liions was this: He said he felt I 
I the federal government did the

wrong thing when it set up a| 
redistribution commission, then I 
went ahead and held an elec- I 
tion before the proposals could J 
be put into effect.

He defended the B.C. govern-1 
ment’s plan to reapportion seats I 
and said there were not many I 
changes from the plan proposed | 
by the Angus Commission.

BELIEVES IT FAIR 
“If I were doing it myself, 11

Iw o u 1 d make many more | 
changes, but I think this is a | 
fair distribution of seats.”
He said that in the large | 
northern areas where there are | 
few people, it is hard to apply | 

! the principle of representation | 
by population.

“We came to the conclusion 
that it was impossible for one 
person to give adequate repre­
sentation for one large North­
land constituency, so we had 
to take into account the area 
as well as the population.”
He said it was natural that 
those whose ridings were being 
eliminated didn’t think the re­
distribution was fair. But there 
are three ridings held by Social 
Credit and three held by the 
opposition that were being elim­
inated, he said.
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Upsetting B.C.’s voting balance
A whole field of philosophy is 

opened up by debate on whether a 
i government is morally bound by 
the recommendations of a royal 

i commission it appointed. On bal­
ance it is likely that governments 
have adapted or ignored at least as 
many commission recommenda­
tions as they have adopted un­
changed.

Basically, of course, it is the 
business of a government to gov­
ern; that of a royal commission is 
to gather information and make a 

| judgment on it. Other judgments,
I better or worse, are always pos- 
] sible.

The provincial government made 
i an initial mistake in the restric- 
' tions it set on the Angus royal 
I commission study of electoral 
boundaries. The government’s ac­
tions and statements sir e the re­

port came in show that the gov­
ernment itself felt wider latitude 
had to be provided in allotting 
rural seats.

It may well be that the north 
will grow so fast that it will need 
more seats than it was allotted by 
Dr. Henry Angus and his col­
leagues. It may even be coincidence 
that the extra northern seats es­
tablished by the government are 
virtually certain to be government 
seats.

But the government made a sec­
ond mistake when it changed the 
northern boundaries. It says it 
left untouched all of B.C. south of 
Dr. Angus’s proposed Northland 
riding. That is true. But the gov­
ernment’s changes have automati­
cally disturbed the balance of the 
province.

If special provision is to be made 
because of some potential giov. h

formula beyond what Dr. Angus 
was allowed to consider, then other 
parts of the province can reason­
ably ask why they were not simi­
larly treated. Government MLAs 
for the Kootenays, where three 
major dams on the Columbia seem 
to ensure long-term growth, did 
ask.

As a result the government fa 
a back-bench revolt bigger than 
any since 1952. The backbenchers, : 
it is true, objected basically to the 
recommendations of Dr. Angus. 
But the cabinet changes in the 
north armed these objectors well.

Discussion now is academic. But ' 
surely the government would have ! 
gained in stature by telling the 
royal commissioners it had 
changed its mind about the ground 
rules and asking them to make the 
changes impartially within the 
new framework.

Tax will come off 
books for libraries
Premier Bennett said Thurs- 

I day the purchase of books for 
I libraries will be exempted from 
J the five per cent sales tax.

Miss Enid Bearing, vice- 
j president of the B.C. Library 
jj Association, said her group had 
| been pressing for this so more 
j money would be available for 
3 books.

The premier said the govem- 
J ment will also consider lifting 
I the tax from all books.

He made the statements dûr- 
| ing the debate in the committee 

stage on the bill to lift the tax 
ij from candies, confections, all 

non-alcoholic drinks, school 
] supplies, newspapers, maga- 
| zines and periodicals and res- 
j taurant meals.

The tax now is paid on all 
| meals over $1.

Bennett said he will include 
8 library books in the schedule]
| of articles to be exempted from 
l the sales tax.

Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP)i 
| Grand Forks, Greenwood) had j 
| made a plea for removal of the j 
I tax from books.

! She said: “In the days ahead, 
with the leisure that will come £ 

! with automation, we should en-1 
courage our people to readj 
more and more. There are I 
some magazines and periodicals jjj 
which should be taxed right out fj 
of existence. But I should like I 
very much to see the tax taken (j 
off books.”

Mrs. Haggen was critical of I 
the exemption of candies and| 
soft drinks.

“I don’t want anyone to say | 
that I am against children but • 
I do not think it much of a ! 
kindness to give children more ! ! 
candies and soft drinks than at ,( 
the present time,” she said, ij 
“Children having their teeth jj 
destroyed by these so-called g 
foods is not kind.’

The bill was given third read-1 
ing.

Crop plan 
termed just 
political tool
The government’s new crop I 

insurance legislation is designed ! 
to make B.C. look as if it is 
going to do something without! 
saying what or when, says Dave§ 
Barrett (NDP-Dewdney).

He described it as a political Ij 
tool because it puts the govern-'1 
ment in a position of being able, 
to enter into a crop insurance H 
agreement with Ottawa when1 

I federal legislation is amended to'
I allow provincial participation.

Agriculture Minister Richter I 
1 said B.C. has to wait for federal 
I changes before introducing an 
I insurance plan.

Barrett charged that, if the 
I government was sincere in its 
I intent, it need not wait forj 
j Ottawa.
j “Set up your own plan and 
|| when Ottawa wants to share wej 
ij can take their money.1

Dave Stupich (NDP-Nanaimo) 
ijsaid all the bill does is enable 
[ the province to enter into an 
| agreement with Ottawa. This 
[j could have been done when 
I Richter was appointed minister 
I of agriculture five years ago, he 
I said. The bill was given unan­
imous third and final reading 
1 despite criticism from opposi- 
I tion MLAs.
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Gov’t accused of bid 
to sabotage medicare

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA - Alex Macdonald 
(NDP, Vancouver East) Thurs- 

provincial

with our plan we would have' 
had exactly no place to start,”! 
he said. “At least we have a 
place to start.”

Liberal Leader Perrault said h 
he had filed with the House a! 
letter from federal Health Min­
ister MacEachen in which the 
B.C. plan does not conform tol 
the proposed federal medicare ? 
program.

Pearrault quoted MacEachen ■ 
as saying B.C. has not replied 
to a federal request as to what 
terms it wanted to participate 
in a federal plan.

Perrault said B.C. is being 
dragged, kicking and struggling, | 
into the federal scheme.

Premier Bennett charged that 
by wanting to treat everybody 
the same in its idea of a 
medicare program the opposi­
tion has shown itself to be 
against the poor people.

BILL WOULD 
SCRAP PLAN

day accused 
government of stalling in an 
attempt to break the federal 
government’s plan for a univer­
sal medicare program.

In the legislature, he chal­
lenged Welfare Minister Black 
to say categorically whether the 
government will participate in 
a federal medicare plan paid 
for out of general revenue 
rather than by the premium 
system operating in the B.C. 
plan.

Black refused to be drawn. He 
told Macdonald: "In discussing 
this bill, I am not going to 
answer this question.”

He resisted further challenges 
on the same question by other 
MLAs by saying: “I am not 
required to answer that type of 
question.”

The House gave third reading 
to changes in the provincial 
Medical Grants Act, increasing 
the government share of pre­
miums for those with no taxable 
income from 50 to 90 per cent 
and for those with a taxable 
income up to $1,000 from 25 to 
50 per cent.

But before the changes were 
passed, Macdonald accused the 
government of shadow-boxing 
with Ottawa.

He said: "The minister 
knows perfectly well the federal 
position, and that is that 
medicare must be universal,

The New Democratic Party 
proposed legislation Thurs­
day which would scrap the 
existing B.C. Medical Plan 
in favor of comprehensive 
medicare.

Opposition Leader Stra- 
chan introduced the bill to 
amend the Medical Grants 
Act. It would abolish pre­
miums and cover all medic? 1 
services, including prescrip­
tion drugs, for everyone in 
the province.

Strachan said later thî 
plan would be financed out 
of general revenues.

“The minister is merely try­
ing to twist the arm of the 
federal government to try to 
persuade it to the view of 
Premier Manning of Alberta, of 
this province and of the Socred 
national leader Robert Thomp-

Black said Ottawa has not 
definitely decided on the basic 
rules of its medicare programs. 
But B.C. could not wait until it 
did before going ahead with its 
own plan.

He said a provincial plan 
must be in operation before the 
province could go into a federal 
plan. There are some provinces 
which do not yet have a basic 
plan and they are interesting 
themselves in the B.C. plan.

Curb proposed 
on fireworks 
once again

Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP- 
Grand Forks, Greenwood) re­
introduced in the legislature 
Thursday the same fireworks 
regulation bill she has 
brought in for the last three 
years.

It would require written 
permission from the fire 
marshal for sale or discharge 
of fireworks anywhere in the 
province.

"If we had not tone aloni
* - ;

Support payments urged ] 
for needy new mothers \

acted on the best available! 
medical advice.

Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP-1 
Grand Forks, Greenwood) said 
the only reason a mother would 
wish to return to work while her 
baby was inder six weeks of age 
age was lack of money.

Arthur Turner (NDP-Vancou- 
ver East) suggested an amend­
ment which would allow 
mothers to return to work] 
earlier if their doctor issued a 
certificate.

Despite the objections by 
NDP members, the section and 
the bill were given unanimous 
approval on third, and final

I he protested one section of a 
| new law that prevents mothers 
I from returning to work for a 
period of six weeks after the 
birth of a child.

Labor Minister Peterson said 
I the provision does not apply to 
those employed in agriculture or

tion of women in commerce and 
industry, Peterson said.

I He added that >vemment

ü
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Bennett to reduce 
natural gas rates?

■
a ride iiv'land-cléàrmi costs inti 
[the Arrow Lakes area, Ranfl 
Harding (NDP-Kaslo Sloe an )L 

I charged in the legislature 
^Thursday night.
i He said Hydro was being un-1 
fair by only offering farmers j 
$100 an acre for their cleared 
land when Hydro has to pay an . 
average of $400 to $500 an acre 
for clearing.

Premier Bennett jumped to ! 
his feet and produced a figure ; 
from a department of agricul- Ï 
lure report saying land clearing j 
cost in the Kootenays is $38.10 
an acre.

Bennett said he didn’t want 
to mislead the people. The rea-g 
son Hydjco has to pay $400 to 1 
$500 is that is is clearing land} 
of a difficult nature with rockr 
and such like. He said Hydro kj 

not clearing land that might g

BEING FRANK

Blacklist
claimed
The government will investi­

gate charges by opposition 
Leader Strachan that 16 workers 
who quit their jobs on the Mica 
Creek damsite have been black­
listed on all B.C. Hydro projects 
for the next 10 years.

Strachan claimed the men left 
the damsites in protest of lack 
of safety procedures on the job.

He read a letter from William 
H. Priest of Williams Lake whoj 
said his son, a member of thei 
International Brotherhood of'

is !
be suitable for agriculture.

were violations of the electrical 
code, the Workmen’s Compensa­
tion Board safety regulations 
and his union agreement that 
were “so flagarant and exces­
sive” that he had asked for a 
demotion to journeyman sta­
tus.”

Priest said in his letter the 
application was refused twice 
and finally his son resigned and 
15 members of his crew quit 
with him.

in power

government—more jobs, more 
industries like petro-chem- 
icals.”

Strachan challenged the pre­
mier to tell the legislature how 
the government now plans to 
finance the Columbia River 

[power project.
The Opposition leader claimed 

I at least $150 million would have 
| to be borrowed to complete the 
1 three dams.

Arrow area 
issue raised

Province Victoria Bureau

B.C. Hydro is being taken for
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Vancouver park plan 
unfair, CPR protests

mProvince Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA—The city of Van-] 
■ couver was accused Thursday 
a of trying to impose a 10 per cent 
I surtax on Canadian Pacific 
S Railway property within the 
Icily.

The company, in a brief to

I the legislative private bills 
committee, strenuously opposed 
amendment to the city charter 
requiring land developers with 
parcels of more than 20 acres 
to turn over as much as 10 per 
cent to the city without com- 

-iPensation. The aim of the pro­
posal is to provide park areas. 

CPR lawyer N. C. Norton said 
JUie_amendment was aimed di­

rectly at the CPR because it i 
the only owner of land in the j 
city with parcels of the size j 
stipulated.

COULD INTERFERE
He called the proposed amend­

ment discriminatory and con­
fiscatory.

Norton said the proposal 
raises a constitutional question 
because the amendment, if en­
acted, could interfere with a 
national railway.

He claimed that in the pro­
visions of the proposed amend­
ment, the city was setting itself 
up as judge and jury in its 
own cause.

“We haven't passed laws like 
this since the barons met King

John at Runnymede/’^slua]

NOT FAR APART
He said the true interests of 

I the city and the CPR are not 
| far apart because each con- 
| tributes to the health of the 
| other.

He stressed the CPR is vital-

Ily interested in beautification 
of the city.
But he claimed the provision 
of parks by the means proposed 
by thé city is wrong and is 
prohibited by the Clyne Royal 
Commission report on expro­
priation procedures.
Norton said this report should 
J be studied before any action 

taken on the city’s proposal.

■
Mid-summer weekend

HOLIDAY BID
J. Donald Smith (SC-Victoria) wants a provincial and k

I civic holiday declared to provide a long weekend some- j 
time during the months of July and August.

The people who would benefit most are those who

I must work during these fine summer months, he told the 
legislature Thursday.

Indians accuse city 
of illegally taxing land
The Musqueam Indian band : for

I has accused Vancouver of ille- so. 
gaily taxing leased land on its 
reserve since 1939.
Willard Sparrow', spokesman

I for the band, told the legislative 
private bills committee Thurs­
day the city has taken $173,000 

■ in taxes since 1939 and nothing 
| has gone back to the band.

He said: “Notwithstanding the 
handsome revenue received by 
the city, the band has been 
forced to pay charges for 
scavenging, water rates, fire 
fighting, street lighting, drain­
age, oiling of roads, mainten­
ance of parks and playgrounds, 
dyking costs and educational 
costs. Certainly this appears to 
be taxation without representa­

tion.
“The band proposes to peti-

Ition the city for remuneration 
for taxes collected since 1939 or 
for an equitable portion there­
of.”

He said that in view of “these

I Injustices” the band wants to 
exercise its own rights to assess

and tax its lessees and is ai

federal permission to do ■

Sparrow was opposing 
measure, proposed by the city, | 
to clarify the meaning of 
section of the Vancouver char-1 
ter dealing with taxation of | 
Crown tenants.

But Sparrow argued that the 
laws of the country apply to 
Indians only if they are consis­
tent with the federal Indian Act. 
He said the Musqueam band has 
never surrendered its aboriginal 
rights or title to its land.

He said the band proposes 
60-açre development and it will 
cost $519,000 to put in the 
services. If the city taxes the 
lessees in the development, the 
Indians never would be able to 
recover the cost of putting in 
those services.

“It would be ludicrous to I 
suggest that upon lease being I 
entered into, the band would not I 
be entitled to tax for that which | 
it has provided.’
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By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — British Columbians can 
eat and drink in beer parlors and cocktail 
lounges. But the question that has been 
asked of the government this session is: 
why can’t they also be merry?

Suggestions offered by MLAs from 
both sides of the House range from com­
plete revision of the liquor act introduc­
tion of English-style pubs and barmaids.

The government has remained silent on 
the issue in the legislature. But Attorney- 
General Bonner says the way people drink, 
generally, is determined by the way people 
are rather than by the places where they 
congregate to drink.

Among those who disagree with this view 
are Opposition leader Strachan, Liberal 
Harry McKay from Femie and Dudley 
Little, the Socred backbencher from 
Skeena.

McKay argues that B.C. wouldn't have 
its first class restaurants today if they 
were not allowed to serve liquor. And he 
adds that fears expressed some years ago 
when drinking laws were made more lib­
eral for cocktail and dining lounges have 
proved baseless.

So why not bring about a similar revolu­
tion in the cold, austere and dull beer 
parlors?

Allow beer parlors more latitude to com­
pete among themselves and they will 
quickly make their establishments more 
pleasant, more relaxing and more enter­
taining, according to McKay’s theory.

Bonner says the government doesn’t 
rule out the possibility of any reasonable

HH

Bennett backs Gunderson
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Premier Bennett 
rejected an opposition challenge 

jin the legislature Friday to 
make Einar M. Gunderson’s 
dual role of public official and 
controller of Social Credit cam­
paign funds the central issue in 
the next election.

“We’ll go to the people on'

I the full record of the govern­
ment,” the premier snapped.
Liberal leader Ray Perrault I 
had earlier renewed charges' 
that a conflict of interest ex­
isted in Gunderson’s functions I 
as director of provincial Crown! 
corporations while he was, by 
his own admission, the “bag- 
man” for the Socred party. 
Perrault said Gunderson must

I resign his Socred job or his 
public posts.
But it was some time later in 
the debate on estimates that 
the premier, in response to a 
question from Alan Macfarlane 
(L-Oak Bay), gave a direct 
answer to demands for Gunder­
son’s resignation.

LEGISLATIVE

‘Mr. Gunderson is going to 
stay,” said Bennett.

Macfarlane retorted: “If you 
want an election issue in this 
province, that is it. But the 
premier wouldn’t have the 
nerve.”

Perrault said Gunderson’s 
positions make possible misuses 
of political influence.

“I ask the premier would he 
sit by idly if the head of TCA 
or the CNR or the Bank of 
Canada collected funds for the

No to new terminal

FERRY TO STAY
The B.C. Ferry Authority should move its present 

Horseshoe Bay terminal to Iona Island at the mouth of 
the Fraser River, says Dr. Pat McGeer (L-Point Grey).

He told the Legislature a ferry route from Iona to 
Cabriola Island would cut the present two-hour crossing ; 
from Horseshoe Bay to Nanaimo to one hour.

This would mean the same number ferries could carry 
more passengers and the growing congestion at Horse­
shoe Bay with the attendant dangers to small craft would 
be reduced.

Premier Bennett said a change of this kind is not 
being considered at this time.

merry:
development which would improve drinking 
establishments.

But it has no intention of encouraging 
more competition between beer parlors for 
customers. Bonner says this was the reason f 
for B.C.’s refusal to introduce Ontario- 
style taverns here.

Tavern operators back east provided en­
tertainment to lure customers and soon 
found their overhead so high they had to jM 
push drinks, to make ends meet.

Bonner admits privately that barmaids 
would probably be popular with customers 
in drinking establishments. But officially 
he doesn’t commit himself.

L,ittle has two arguments in favor of 
women being able to serve drinks.

First, he claims, the present system is 
based on discrimination because any 
woman who has enough money to buy a 
bar can serve drinks in her own estab­
lishment.

Then there’s a purely practical side, says 
Little, who thinks that the presence of 
bouncers in drinking places has led to un­
necessary fights and several deaths.

“It is a well known fact, however, that 
women can lead a man who is intoxicated 
through a door without trouble,” says Little.

Strachan wants to do away with beer 
parlors as we know them and create a new 
kind of establishment with lounge areas 
for those who want quiet conversation and 
“public areas” with piano and games like 
cribbage.

His philosophy : “If people want quiet 
they can go to the lounge; if they want 
to play the piano and sing, they should be 
allowed to do so. When people are singing, 
they are not drinking.”

Liberal Party on a moonlight 
basis?” Perrault said.

“If you want to clean up­
start with the Liberal Party,” 
said Bennett.

“The prime minister said he 
recommended the appointment 
of certain men to the senate 
because they collected funds 
for the Liberal Party.

“In the Senate appointed by 
the Liberals it was the senators 
who collected funds for the Lib-—ISar

eral Party and who are direc­
tors of the chartered banks who 
vetoed the Bank of B.C.”

I Bennett predicted the defeat 
[ of the Liberals in the next fed­
eral election and said the na­
tional party will “not rise again 
for 20 years.”

The premier was also in­
volved in a heated exchange 

.with Gordon Gibson (L—North 
(Vancouver) who repeated his 
earlier demands that the gov­

ernment announce a new Bur- 
rard Inlet crossing before the 
next election.

"People don’t want an elec­
tion,” said Gibson. “We don’t 
need one this year and if we 
have one it will be a sign of 
weakness on the part of the 
(government rather than 
strength.

, “The government has an un- 
] finished job to do, particularly 
on the Lower Mainland.”

“The Liberals have got elec- 
tionitis,” retorted Bennett. "I 
think fear is gripping the Lib­
eral Party. If the premier is a 
dictator, as they claim, con­
trolled by an outside group, 
they should want an election 

, tomorrow. Why should it be 
I postponed?”
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Lower gas prices - five years late .
Last November Premier Bennett 

said he “hoped” B.C. Hydro would 
soon reduce its rates for natural 
gas. At that time Hydro co-chair­
man Dr. Gordon Shrum declined 
to make any price forecasts and 
said if anything were done it would 
not be until March, the customary 
time for rate reviews.

This week the premier's “hope" 
of last November had hardened 
into a “strong recommendation” 
for lower rates, a recommendation 
he is formally entitled to make as 
the fiscal agent for the Crown cor­
poration.

There can be little doubt that 
Hydro management will get the 
message and that gas prices will go 
.dowm. How big a reduction will be 
made is something else. During the 
last fiscal year Hydro showed a 
$13 million profit (an increase of 
48 per cent over the previous year). 
Most of the profit was from gas 
sales.

Hydro’s 150,000-odd gas custom­
ers in the Lower Mainland expect 
a meaningful cut in their gas bills 
for they were entitled to lower 
rates several years ago. There have 
been three successive power rate

reductions to which Hydro points I 
with pride but no substantial re- j 
ductions in gas prices, although I 
Hydro sold a record amount of gas j 
last year.

It may be recalled that when the > 
old B.C. Electric established Its jj 
price structure for natural gaS its 
explained that the rates were “in- ^ 
troductory” and that when gas was |j 
sold in greater volume lower prices jj 
W'ould be possible.

Use of gas is so widespread now j 
that considerably lower prices are i 
warranted, particularly since pub- • 
lie ownership is supposed to pro- Î 
vide service at cost, not for profit. |

The many images of Premier W. A. C. Bennett
The public’s image of a leader is 

usually doubtful as a guide and difficult 
i to change.

Political history is full of men who 
| worshipped rectitude in public and 

wenched riotously in private. On a dif- 
: ferent scale, few have yet realized that 

“dear Uncle Louis” St. Laurent was, at 
I his peak, one of Canada’s strongest 

prime ministers, with a mind of steel.
1 Nearer home, the changing face of 

Premier Bennett over the years would 
make a good case-history for a student 

j of the public image. Recent years have 
; been full of deliberate changes on his 
j own part, and attempts by his opposition 

to project even more, 
i There was, for example, the image the 
;; public derived as a result of the Colum- 
| bia River battles, culminating in the B.C. 
I Electric takeover. The composite visage, 
■; built block by block from intransigent 

word and deed, was one of ruthless and 
; dominant arrogance.
, But before the 1963 election, Mr. Ben- 
I nett went far out of his way to change 
j this. He bridled his tongue, fixed his 
l smile and at times became positively 
jj avuncular.

The pattern continued as he reached 
his record tenure in office last year 

l relaxed, affable, magnanimous in many 
I ways.

By PADDY SHERMAN 
Editor of The Province

Inside the Legislature and out, people 
saw in the broken pieces a pattern of 
petulance.

There was nothing contrived about his 
anger. It stayed with him for most of a 
week. Many watching him closely said 
they had never seen him so disturbed. To 
them, this was the real Bennett — a 
man who would brook no interference.

Like every man who exposes raw 
nerve ends, the premier became vulner­
able to his foes. The NDP leaped in.

Being premier was a tremendous job, 
they said solicitously. The premier was 
working too hard. He needed a deputy.

In words of silk they tried to tell the 
public that the premier was at the end of 
his rope; he was over the hill. This couid 
be a devastating ploy. It is the sort of 
thing that can quietly seep into a voter’s 
subconscious and influence his judgment.

Earlier this week, it was obvious that 
the message had got through to the 
premier. He was once more relaxed and 
affable. No more tantrums took wing.

From his own point of view, it wasn’t 
a moment too soon. The fundamcn'.al 
dignity and stature of our legislatures 
and parliament make up a subject that 
is shapeless in the minds of voters and 
rarely articulated by them.

But the defeat of the Liberals at

rather frightens or disgusts people — J 
even those who have little idea how the tj 
system really works.

There is little doubt that the govern- | 
ment's contempt for the rights of Parlia- Î 
ment in the pipeline debate was the issue § 
that finally broke the Liberals’ long rule.

Premier Bennett stepped angrily into 
this same nebulous zone when he crossed 
with Speaker Murray, a quiet man not 
lacking in courage.

Had he forced the issue and called the 
election he threatened, he would have | 
been fighting not his enemies, but the | 
Legislature itself as represented by the jj 
Speaker.

I for one suspect the premier would | 
have been disagreeably surprised by the | 
enmity this would have engendered | 
among his own MLAs and the voters.

However, the brooding anger — occa- | 
sioned mainly by the fact that his pet $ 
aversion in the House, Liberal MLA Alan 
Macfarlane, had scored off him again — 
has gone.

The push is on once more to show that 
he is really a firm but friendly chap jj 
whose main aim is to protect everybody 
and everything.

It will be interesting, if he calls an 
early election, to see if the new image -
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B.C. bank 
first, then 
skyscraper

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Premier Bennett 
Isays nothing will be done about 
|the government’s proposed 55- 
1storey skyscraper for down- 
jtown Vancouver until a charter! 
; is approved for the Bank of B.C.
| The premier said during the 
debate on estimates in the legis­
lature Friday he was sincere in 
expressing the hope that Ottawa 
would speedily approve the 
charter application.

“The government is anxious 
to get on with this building,” 

[said Bennett.
“The whole concept is based 

I upon needs of the bank. The 
I architects can’t go ahead now. 
We must wait until the Dank 

| charter is received.”
Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van- 

j couver East) described the 
project as “a political castle in 
the air” and said the downtown 
block reserved for the govern­
ment building was an eyesore in 
the heart of the city.

“Why should a bank charter 
ihold up plans for a 55-storey 
building?” said MacDonald. “It 
will take at least two years to 
construct. Is this a government 

jof action or isn’t it?”
Premier Bennett earlier told 

| another questioner the govern­
ment “greatly regrets” Ot- 

jtawa’s decision not to permit 
B.C. to buy shares in the new 

| bank.
Alan Macfarlane (L-Oak Bay)

| said he wanted to know if a 
j single group of trust companies 
i was to sell shares for the new 
qbank when a federal charter 
| is received.

“I hate to hear insidious re- 
I marks which are putting poison 
I into the minds of the people,” 
I said Bennett.
I The premier said although 
| the government has no direct 
3 control he was assured by the 
| provisional directors of the bank 
I that shares would be offered 
a “to the whole investment fra- 
jternity” in Canada. “Shares 
I won’t be offered to any little 
I group but all over Canada,” the 
Ipremier said.

g$i

Budget 
boner 
admitted
Speaker William Murray told ; ; 

the legislature Friday he was i 
in error in ruling the budget ' 1 
debate* had been talked out 1 
two weeks earlier.

He went to the highest au­
thority, Sir Barnett Cocks, clerk 
of the House of Commons at 
Westminster, and was advised 
that the budget debate takes 
precedence over all other busi­
ness until disposed of.

The budget debate was not - 
formally adjourned by 6 p.m. 
closure on Feb. 18 and after 
a two-hour recess it was re­
stored to the order paper by 
unanimous consent of the House.

It was during the adjourn­
ment that Premier Bennett 
threatened to call an immediate 
election if the Speaker did not 
bow to Bennett’s interpretation 
of the rules.

B.C. Hydro 
rejects ads 
for smokes
Premier Bennett says he has | 

been assured that B.C. Hydro | 
won’t renew contracts for cigar-1 
cigarete advertising carried on| 
its buses.

He said during debate on es-1 
timates in the legislature Fri-F 
day that transit authorities ad-} 
vised him some time ago that 
existing contracts could not be ^ 
broken.

^jj These contracts won’t be re­
newed in future, Bennett toldjj 
the House.

The premier wasn’t in the| 
House some time later whenjJ 
Alan Macfarlane (L-Oak Bay)! 
asked what the government .* 
plans to do with its transit [■ 
service when the franchises | 
run out in Greater Vancouver! 
at the end of this year.

Resources Minister Williston, [ 
a Hydro director, said he j 
couldn’t supply a direct answer I 
to a question “which hasn’t y 
been resolved yet at the di-f 
rectors' level.”

Referring to recent reports | 
_J that Lower Mainland municipal- if 
% ities are willing to give upi 
1 : franchise rights if the govern- f 

• ment continue to operate the g 
; buses, Williston said so far as g

She was concerned this was “still| 
a paper offer.”

He added, however, “It | 
HH makes no sense for Hydro to I 

u make franchise payments toi 
|. municipalities if the transit sys- [ 
tem, despite increased fares, | 
I continues to operate at a yearly | 
deficit of some millions of dol-g 
lars.”

Dr. Pat McGeer (L-Point* 
iGrey) asked the government to I 

remove the ugly B.C. Hydro| 
H freight spurline which runstj 
through his riding.
He called it “a revolting slash ] 

through the loveliest residential, 
area in Vancouver.”

Premier Bennett said if the P 
member made his request in| 
a letter he would see it was 

forwarded to Hydro directors.f
RÜ

1
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New Gunderson attack by NDP
S i Province Victoria Bureau ; the transcript in which Jones Barrett asked Premier Ben-

VICTORIA — The opposition 
i launched a new attack on Einar 

M. Gunderson in the legislature ! 
I Monday, using a statement from 
j former B.C. purchasing com- 
I mission chairman G. E. P. 
i Jones.

Dave Barrett (NDP—Dewd- 
jney) read the House sections 
I of the transcript of a radio in- 
1 terviews with Jones, broadcast 
lover a Vancouver station last 
I July.

In it, Jones allgeed Gunder 
j son made inquiries about sue- 
I cessful bidders on government 
\ contracts.

There had been complaints 
j about Gunderson"s inquiries and 
| Jones said, according to the 

jt transcript, the complainants had 
asked him “to call the dogs 

| off ”
Barrett also read a portion of

launch a suit against Jones fot 
making these statements. HP 
they are true these are very 
serious allegations."’

Bennett said he had already^ 
denied the statement, and adde< 
that Gunderson had no special! 
rights.

Alan Macfarlane i L—Oakl 
Bay) asked whether the pre-1 
mier had ordered Attorney! 
General Bonner to investigate! 
the allegations by Jones so that! 
the Government could “lay the! 
matter to rest.”

The premier replied Bonner! 
had taken the oath of office and! 
was responsible for law enforce-] 

i ment in the province.
Bennett said: “The premier] 

j does not interfere in any way! 
nor does he give instructions! 

j to the attorney-general.'
1 “This is a disgraçe,” said

A Victoria sports fisherman enabling him to fuel and pro- Macfarlane. “The premier 
once bragged about catching 55 vision up in Seattle for thejjeader of the government. It 
pink salmon, giving a couple whole trip and he said he didn’t *s "is responsibility to see all 
away and burying the rest in have to spend a cent in Canada, important matters are taken 
his garden, according to a wit “The same thing can be seen | care of, yet he turns his back.;

told of an unidentified man who nett: “How does a person like 
complained that he had con- Gunderson, who has admitted 
tributed $25.000 to the Social publicly he is chairman of the 
Credit education fund only to be Social Credit Education Fund, 
brushed off by “some young get himself into a position where 
buyer punk still wet behind the he can get information out of 
cars."’ the purchasing commission?

Jones told the man the pur “These things have been said 
chasing commission was not over the air. If they .are false 
guided by such contributions I would expect the government 
according to the transcript. to deny them and immediately

LEGISLATOR

Stricter sport fishing 
control urged for B.C.

Premier Bennett has promised 
1 to study an opposition proposal 
I for establishment of a B.C. 
^commission on urban renewal 
*jand redevelopment.

The suggestion was made 
j Monday by Alex Macdonald 
k(NDP, Vancouver East) who 
K| said progress in the field has 
j been slow here compared with 
§ Manitoba and Alberta.

Businessmen and architects 
8 on the commission would put 
l imagination into low - rental 

housing projects to make them 
| more attractive, Macdonald 
[said.

ness at special legislative fish- at Banfield where American 
cries committee hearing Mon- yachts buy ice to take home 500 
day. to 700 pounds of salmon with

Richard Larson of Sidney, an them. I question whether these 
>r-1 fish ever * 1

man, charged that a lot of statistics, 
sports fishermen are game hogs Although he said he has no 

quarrel with what he called the

Opposition
Wins promise independent commercial fisher- fish ever see the sport fishing [and connected with the Crown

___ -i_____i a.t - l-i .t!ctaticHf* ** appnfips

It leaves me to suspect that! 
there is something seriously! 
wrong with Gunderson beingf 
connected with this government!

who take some of the best salm 
on. He said some even sell their 
fish on commercial licence.

Larson said the Victoria man 
bragged about taking his 55 
fish in one day in Saanich inlet.

He told of talking to an 
American sport fisherman who, 
with a friend, took 67 Coho and 
Chinook salmon at Stewart Isle.

Said Larson: “He told me he 
really enjoyed his visit to our 
country. They took their salmon 
in two days and he said it had 
hardly cost him anything as he 
had a diesel power in his boat,

true sports fishermen, he called 
for stricter control of sports 
fisheries in B.C.

The B.C. Wildlife Federation, 
in a brief to the committee, 
supported earlier proposals that 
a commercial fisheries depart­
ment should be established with­
in the provincial government." 
The purpose would be to ensure 
the adequate reprensetation ofj 
the fishery interests in inter- 
resource conflicts arising from 
mining, forestry, industrial and 
domestic pollution, river basin 
development and other alloca­
tions of water resources.

agencies.
“As things stand, the people! 

of this province can do no lessT 
than believe these serious alle-| 
gâtions.'

Jones was forced to resign! 
last year from the post of chair-[ 
man of the purchasing commis-1 
sion after the government said I 
it had lost confidence in him!

83rd birthday

CLERK HONORED
- -

House weÏTuThe h"?1,!; ‘'Not only has h= «rved this 
, government and people <rf B C £TonfambaSSad0r f°r 1,16 

world in the Parliamentary AssocSrw/’h ar°Td ?”
I many more birthdays to go” ‘ “ W h°Pe he has 

rWu“tatteWbutre!Chan and LibCTal L=a"« Pe,

Computers add to staff
, The idea that computers]they get more work fed to| 
| reduce staff is completely false I them,” he said, 
fl says Premier Bennett.

During debate on a $345,2641 
■ vote for data processing in the! 
I provincial finance department! 
1 the premier said that far from I 
B decreasing staff through com-1 
Iputers, the department is in-1 
g creasing its number of workers. I
B “The Computers do the work! 
[with more dispatch and perhaps!

Tree tax st
Premier Bennett said Monday I 

| the provincial government is I 
studying the possibility of re-1 
moving property taxes froml 
timber. He made the statement | 
after Opposition Leader Strach-I 
an complained people are being! 
assessed taxes on trees, wlucû| 
are a growing crop.



Chew up, 
log plan

clean up 
aired

Up St radian 
submits auto 
insurance bill

Province Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The Beachwood Re- 

1 covery Company Ltd. Monday un- 
| veiled a scheme incorporating a 
.| floating chipper to use driftwood and 
\ logs abandoned along B.C.’s beaches. 

gn| The company told the legislative 
I forestry committee: “The principals 
I of the company believe that a major 
| operation could substantially solve 
tithe problem of beachwood and drift­
-wood, and feasibility studies have 
gsubstantiated this belief.”

The estimated total cost of the

fcheme would be $2.75 million, in­
cluding chippers, barkers and all the 
machinery necessary.
' The committee was told the floating 
chipper would pick up the logs, pro­
cess them to chips and then load 
them onto barges to be transported 

to the market.
Alex Fisher, counsel for the com­
pany, told the committee the Forest 
Act would have to be changed to al­
low the company to process all the 
logs it takes, including those bearing 
the markings of specific companies. 
Under present law, marked logs must 
be returned to the original owners,

Fisher said it would not be eco- 
inomic for the company to have to

tsort the salvaged material and re­
turn it. He said the company has 
proposed that the owners be given 30 

jg£j days in which to recover their own 
material after which it would be for-

r,num
k

feited to the Crown.
Forest service counsel Clarence, 

Cooper said the company proposal would require an amendment by the ! 
federal government of the Criminal i 
Code. Fisher argued the change could ! 
be made under the Provincial Forest ! 
Act.

The company also wants the Forest 
8 Act changed to allow operation of a 

combined salvaging and converting i 
scheme. Under present legislation sal­
vaged logs are sold to Gulf Logging 

j Salvage, a co operative, non profit or- 
ganization which distributes the re­
covered logs to the various markets. ( 

The company brief said: “It is! 
economically essential to the success 
of the company’s operation to process i 

I® : all suitable wood material into chips 
i and the necessity for a clear legal 

right to all logs in any given operat- • 
ing area is imperative.”

m 1uiW""W||BMi

Tight money will topple 
Liberals, Bennett claims

Tight money policies will

(defeat the Liberal government 
in Ottawa within two years, 
says Premier Bennett.
He told the legislature Mon-

Iday, during debate on finance 
estimates, that Prime Minister 
Pearson’s administration isn’t 
geared to the 20th Century. 
“They don’t know how to

(distribute abundance,” he said. 
“All they know are their old- 
fashioned Liberal policies of 
scarcity.”
Bennett told the House he has

I received no reply from Pearson 
to hjs letter asking for an 
easing of tight money, which

B.C. claims is hindering expan­
sion of the forest industry.

The premier was asked by 
Liberal Leader Perrault for 
details of B.C. Hydro financ­
ing.

T want to assure every 
citizen in B.C. that as long as 
this government stays in power; 
we will have no difficult financé * 
ing the Peace and Columbia g 
projects,” said Bennett.

He condemned all national' 
governments in the past two* jj 
decades for not taking advan-lj 
tage of the postwar economic^ 
upswing to reduce debt andf 
build up a budgetary reserve.

!

EE

Paper ‘overkill’ scored
Premier Bennett was accused said. Two more reached him at j.

I Monday of employing “overkill” 
in distributing copies of the 
latest $659 million provincial 
budget.
Dr. Pat McGeer ( L—Point 

I Grey) told the legislature he 
I and his wife received six copies 
8 through the mails. Two were 
I mailed to his home, McGeer I

the university laboratory where ^ 
he works, and his wife also| 
received two copies at work.

Instead of wasting govern-1 
ment funds this way, McGeer | 
said, a little of the money now a 
being spent on distributing theff 
budget should go into establish-1 
ment of a Hansard.

Opposition Leader Strachan 
has proposed legislation for a 

:< government administered uni- 
. Jk v versai auto insurance plan.
Sg1 d He introduced the bill Mon-

It would allow the government 
to provide compensation for 

K. personal injuries and property 
' losses arising from accidents, i' 

regardless of fault.
| Dave Barrett (NDP Dewdney)
; also submitted a revised bill to 

’ v jl amend the Training Schools 
.3$ Act.

It would prohibit sending any jj 
m child under 12 to a training 

school where he would mix with ?! 
older children.

■ Barrett's first bill was ruled 
l out of order because it involved 

spending public money. This g 
time the section dealing with 
complete psychological and 
profit from training given in the 
mine whether youngsters can 
physical examinations to deter- 
schools was removed.

HBHMKHIHMHi

Tax appeal 
revision 

1 proposed
jj‘ Opposition Leader Strachan I;

|B Monday called for a complete 
jaP» revision of tax assessment §
'■$0' appeal machinery.

In the legislature, he said that | 
unless this is done, complaints j 
about taxing and assessment jj 
will continue to grow.

He said few people appeal ' | 
assessments because they fecl^-1^. 
they are “bucking a pretty big , m 
thing.”

“There would be more ap- ^ 
peals made if the public felt«»*|iâ 
they would receive a fairer ^ 
hearing before the cqurt of 
revision,” he said.

Strachan said the number of ||| 
appeals is the largest in Van-jj 
couver where there are between jj 

, „ 300 and 600 each year. For jj 
gÿ years the City of Vancouver has jj 

expressed dissatisfaction over 
the attitude and actions of the f 
court of revision.

“Last year when the city. ,J 
appealed 176 cases — decisions •_ 
of the court of revision — it won : ;• t 
175 cases. How can you be ! v 
satisfied with the court of to" 
revision when one group, the H 
City of Vancouver, appeals its |: 
decisions and won that many? L 

“And these were cases involv­
ing fairly wealthy, fairly large I 

' land holders such as the CPR j 
who have the money and | 
lawyers to go to the court of j 
revision.”

Strachan said under present £ 
circumstances, it is almost g 
impossible for' any assessor in| 
B.C. to make a proper classifi- g 
cation. He said each assessor J 
has his own ideas, and dif- J 
fercnces in classifications show!



Some faces red, says premier
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Premier Bennett says : j 
mthe Canadian Tax Foundation must' 

have a red face after producing 
gi figures purporting to show that B.C.,1 
| has the highest provincial debt in Can­

ada.
j^.. Liberal Leader Perrault, in the Leg-j;
' , islature Monday, read a report dated ;
: Feb. 16 this year showing that the,,
-, direct and indirect debt in B.C. is $812 j 

per capita, compared with Alberta’s 
fe $273. the lowest in Canada.

■K The report also showed that B.C.'s m
aid to municipalities was the lowest W? 
in Canada.

J Said the premier: ‘ The Canadian__
/Tax Foundation got their figures from ^jj 
|the Dominion Bureau of Statistics. I 
I don’t want to say they were trying to yHp 

fi------ ------« But in thejpP

last few days they ha

get their figures wrong.
» m

ave been in ; 
and they have been in the office of 1 
the department of finance,

“Their faces must be a little red 
because they did not know that the 
direct debt was completely offset by 
sinking funds and it was frozen that 
way by an act of the legislature. They 
didn't know the interest earnings on 
the sinking funds overbalanced the 
paymenforTthe direct debt.

“They were asked where they show- ‘$1 
ed the homeowner grant and they IM 
didn’t show it at all.

“In a comparison of figures, they ir0 
took the net budget of B.C. and the I 
gross budget of the other provinces.» 
When you compare gross expenditures 
against our net. they are completely B 
wrong. I am glad they came out, they | 
are being educated.”
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I prosperity; the Kootenays are 
I now enjoying, Bennett claimed.
[i Other governments let the area 
p die on the fvine after an earlier 
! period of development at the 
g turn of the century.

Provincial Secretary Black 
Rand Mines Minister Brothers, 
| whose ridings of Nelson-Creston 
: and Rossland-Trail were left 

I virutually intact, came under 
strong opposition fire for re- 

g fusing to speak out on behalf of 
| the Kootenays.

; “These two ministers are 
-. willing to let the Kootenays go 

. down the drain,” Said Leo 
Nimsick (NDP-Cranbrook).

icontroversial bill to redraw. / . ■ "They should have the
BC electoral boundaries. %&&&&&, courase to stand up and say

The bill passed second read «BU something for the people of the 
|mg 29 to 19 after seven hours of Kootenays even if their own
debate over two days. «MMg ndmgs aren t affected.

Voting against the bill with WÊSm Lu"ddl » »*d hc„
I the opposition were backbench- BBS speaking as a disgruntied poll- 
ers Jim Chabot (SC-Columbia),§HMBH tlC.!?n* ... .... .
Arvid Lundell (SC-Revelstoke) [MW;.1 1 am opposing this bill be-
and Don Robinson (SC-Lillooet). " V' ■ cause the majority of the people
Frank Calder (NDP-Atlin) sup- ’{reflgSU- m mY riding oppose the bill. I 

[ported the government. ‘ am one of that majority and the
A fourth backbencher. John f Svoice of that majority in the

I Tisdalle (SC-Saanich) said he House.’’
reluctantly supported the prin- I He urged the government to
ciple of the bill, but later indi- ,v-, I take “one of its proverbial sec-
cated outside the House he f ' ] ond looks” at the merger of

[would vote against the boun- 1three existing ridings into one
jdary changes on third reading. 1 vast new riding of Columbia

Bennett challenged the claim wilgiægN ' River.
\ by Socred rebels that the major- ; .... . . _ , , ,
ity of people in their ridings ÆÊi .. Ll.mt!.<: said Revelstoke,
opposed the bill, and predicted «p \ Kaslo-Slocan and Columbia
a clean sweep by Social Credit bave nothmg in common geo­
in the Kootenays in the next ‘f»§|i S, graphically, socially or econom- 

■^^Mpcally.
Robinson objected to the fact

3 rebels 
vote no 
011 seats

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Premier Ben 
[nett promised another redistri­
bution by 1971 as party lines 
were broken Tuesday when the 
Legislature gave approval in, 
principle to the government's 

hut tn redraw;

However, in an apparent at­
tempt to placate Kootenay resi » 
dents who feel they have been - 
unfairly treated, the premiers 
said his government would not;; 
wait 10 or 20 years for another | 

I redistribution.
“We will have another redis-j 

!tribution in five years,” said^ 
I Bennett.

NONE SO FAIR
The principle of the bill, ac-S 

I cording to the premier, was to 
provide greater representation^ 
for the City of Vancouver and! 
the Lower Mainland, which 
gained about eight new mem-,

But the government is not;,
I willing to sacrifice the north b 
[half of the province to build up| 
[the south, the premier said.

“No government has ever| 
[been so fair to Vancouver and\] 
[the Lower Mainland in all his-J 
! tory.”

Bennett said the north, where § 
the government decided to re-1 
tain seven seats, represents 50 p 
per cent of the province.

ALREADY SOLD
“If the north is not entitled | 

to seven members, then let [j 
the opposition tell the people jjj 
that. We will never sell out the y 
great Peace River.

“Vancouver can only grow g 
because of the great develop- f 
ment in the north. Cut their | 
representation and it will hurt | 
Vancouver.”

The government isn’t selling 1 
[out the Kootenays, he said. J 
His voice was drowned out by 
opposition shouts of “You’ve |

I already sold them out.”
This goverment has bu,

,;his 95-year-old Lillooet riding, 
j which once had two members.

I] and is still among the richest 
[Jin natural resources and indus- 
j trial potential, is being wiped 
I off the map.

“This government has done 
I more to open up access into 

j) Lillooet and encourage indus- 
[ ?try there than any otner gov- 
jjemmtn in its who history,” he 
|said.

“Why tear it apart, now that 
pit is starting to grow? My j 
[I people in Lillooet want an an­
swer.”

Chabot, who spoke against the 1 
I bill when debate was adjourned !
1 j March 1, said he couldn’t sup- 
I port any measure to reduce | 
I Kootenay representation by ii 
I three MLAs.

Tisdalle said he agreed with 3 
I the principle of redistribution I 
ri but not the manner in which |
I the government is carrying it |

J. Donald Smith (SC—Vic- i 
I toria) said he didn’t agree with ^ 
j some aspects of the bill.

“I don’t think anyone could I 
I ever agree with all the details |
I of a redistribution bill,” Smith I 
B said. “But the bill has upgraded g 
i the (Angus) report and it takes| 
ji courage for a government to do |
I this sort of thing.”

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van-1 
j couver East) accused the Social I 
I Credit ministers of being judges 1 
I in their own cause when they 3 9 seek to tamper with the Angus |
3 commission recommendations.

“They are not impartial ob-I 
I servers giving a second detach- r 
I ed look at this problem. They | 

whose ow

ltures are at stake, and the 
1 people have every right to be 
I suspicious of that kind of inter-

Richter 1 
attacked 
on policy
Dave Stupich (NDP-Nanai­

mo) Tuesday called for the re­
signation of Agriculture Minis­
ter Richter.

During debate on agriculture 
estimates in the legislature, 
Stupich accused the minister of 
letting down the industry by 
failure to act on many fronts.

Said Stupich: “I think the 
minister doesn’t know what ser­
vices the agricultural industry 
requires. I think he gives fig­
ures and estimates and he does­
n’t know how to spend this 
money to the benefit of the 
agricultural industry. We need 
a new minister of agriculture.” 

SICK INDUSTRY 
He claimed agriculture in 

B.C. is a sick industry. He re­
ferred to a comment made earl­
ier by Richter that there are 
failures in other professions and 
industries. But Stupich claimed 
that failures were in the min­
ority in these other areas, 
whereas in agriculture the num­
ber of people who fail are in 
the majority.

He said in 19M the agriculture 
y; h department underspent it«= esti- 

“ mate by more than $500 000 in 
a budget of $3.4 million. This 
was an error of 20 per cent.

He compared this to the edu­
cation department, where the 
amount underspent was one 
quarter of one per cent 

“Why are we short of district 
[agriculturists when we have a 
saving of $500,000?” Asked Stu­
pich.

MORE SERVICE 
In his reply, Richter said: “l| 

want to thank the member for 
Nanaimo for his critical re­
marks. If we are not giving 
services today, then we have 
never given service. We have 
[more staff for a far greater 
I amount of work and more spec­
ialists giving a greater amount 
of service.”

Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewd- 
ney) suggested a novel solution 
to the labor problems of small J 
fruit growers in the Lower j 
Mainland. He said all it would 1 
take was a little bit of imagin­
ation on the part of Richter | 

[and some government money. |
! The government should hire I 
buses to take women and their 1 
young children from urban cen-| 
très to the small farms in the | 
Fraser Valley, Barrett said. | 

He suggested church halls be 
[hired to set up day care centres 
for the children while their| 
mothers worked at picking 
fruits,



otes not mandatory 
on sewer work orders

H ;

Changes in the Municipal Act Iricts 
introduced in the legislature 
Tuesday eliminate the need for 

- ;. municipalities to hold a vote on 
sewer programs ordered by the 
Pollution Control Board or dyk- 

ijing measures ordered by the 
|inspector of dykes.

Municipal Affairs Minister 
| Campbell said later the change 
I'; doesn’t prevent the municipal­
ity from holding a vote, but 
j makes it no longer mandatory.

There is provision in the act 
j to force a vote if 10 per cent 
j ‘ of the ratepayers in the munici- 
[ipality petition for one.
' Other proposed changes clari- 
jfy the functions of regional dis-

Dental
college 
criticized

specifically provide 
that any municipality which 
opts out of a joint service shall 
not have to share in direct 
administration costs.

The bill also requires that any 
revenues from a joint service 
like water be retained for use 
in connection with the function.

It will allow forest land with- „ dlscl 
in municipal boundaries to be llU1 co-operated with dental 
treated for tax purposes in the 2» mechanics

? “If there is an act set up to

Dr. Gordon Shrum, former 
chairman of the dental tech­
nicians board, has criticized the 
College of Dental Surgeons for 

' disciplining dentists who law-

same manner as farmland and 
makes it easier for a munici­
pality to extend its boundaries 
to take in outlying industries 
for the purpose of broadening 
its tax base.

govern dental technicians and 
mechanics, I don’t think the 
legislature should be overruled 
by a group disciplining den­
tists,” he told a special legis­
lative committee Tuesday.

Under the Dental Technicians

Hunting guide warning
A government and an NDP 

| MLA Tuesday joined in wam- 
jing the government against al- 
| lowing non-resident hunters to 
I hunt without licenced guides.

Cyril Shelford _(S.C.—Omin- 
I eca) said there are many 
j people across the border wait- 
ling for an opportunity to come 
I to B.C. and hunt without guides.

The Conservation of Wildlife 
| Act, approved in principle Tues- 
|day, allows the recreation min­

ister to waive a 
quiring all non-residents to have 
a guide with them.

Shelford said he thought the 
waiver was à bad move and 
doubted if it could be properly 
enforced. He urged the minister 
to take a second look at the 
section.

Randolph Harding (NDP— 
Kaslo-Slocan) said the section 
should be taken out of the act. 
He claimed it could open the 
door to a lot of abuse.

Estate changes proposed
The rising value of estates in 

| B.C. has prompted the govem- 
jjment to bring in some changes 
I in the covering legislation.

Attorney-General Bonner in- 
I troduced a bill in the legislature
■ Tuesday which will boost the
■ widow’s automatic sharing of an
■ estate where there is no will
■ from $10,000 to $20,000.
■ The bill, given first reading 
[also empowers the official ad­

ministrator to arrange funerals
and take care of other matters 
in connection with the estate^ 
of deceased persons before  ̂any 
letters of administration are is­
sued.

It raises from $1,000 to $2,000 
the amount of an estate which 
can be handled by the official 
administrator without need for 
a court order.

;Act, dental mechanics are en- 
i titled to deal directly with the 
i, public in making and fitting 
| dentures provided the customer 

1 has been given a certificate of 
provision re- y oral health from a physician or 

dentist.

TWO DISCIPLINED 
Dental technicians are entitled 

to do more extensive work, but 
[ only with a prescription from 
the dentist.

“The dentists’ co - operation 
1 with the mechanics was stopped 
because of the disciplining of 
dentists who co-operated, 
Schrum said. “There were two 
cases I know of where dentists 
were singled out because they 

| got caught and they were made 
jan example to the others.” 
j Dentists must be protected 
against this kind of disciplinary 

I action in any amendments to 
the act, he said.

“The work of the board was 
|handicapped almost throughout 
the period of my experience 
(1958 to 1965) by lack of co­
operation between the three 
groups — dentists, dental 
laboratory technicians and 
mechanics.

He felt steps should beta] 
to use all available trained! 
personnel for the most essential! 
tasks to relieve the acute! 

j shortage of professional people.
In Vancouver, Dr. W. Rossi 

Upton, executive secretary of I 
the B.C. College of Dental I 
Surgeons, said the college is I 
annoyed that Shrum has left the! 
impression it acted in a quasi-! 
judicial authority outside the| 
act.

“The case of disciplining that] 
Dr. Shrum refers to concerned] 
a dentist who was found guilty] 
of unprofessional conduct at a] 
college inquiry for co-operatifl 
with a mechanic to extract! 
teeth,” he said.

DECISION UPHELD
“The college decision 

appealed to the Supreme Court! 
of B.C. and also the Appeal] 
Court, and in both cases the| 
college decision was upheld.

“Dr. Shrum’s accusation gives] 
the impression we were acting] 
in some unauthorized way, and] 
we resent this.

Is he attempting to set aside] 
the decisions of the two high] 
court bodies?”

Dr. Upton said the college] 
hopes to be able to present its I 
side of the story to the special] 
legislative committee soon.

j Bill approved 
in principal

A bill enabling people to pur-| 
chase air space was given see-] 
ond reading in the legislature! 
Tuesday.

The act to facilitate the sub-1 
division of land in strata was ap­
proved in principle after Alex 
Macdonald (NDP - Vancouver 
East) said it stressed inequitieil 
in the government’s home-ownerl 
grant legislation.

Macdonald said the Strata! 
Act would give the home owner! 
grant to certain types of tenants] 
but not to tenants generally.

Corbett rules out move

NO YALE APPEAL
Special to The Province

HOPE—Irvine Corbett, defeated Social Credit candi- L 
I date in the Yale riding, has decided not to appeal to the! 
IHF™ Court of Canada the election of NDP candidate! 
| William Hartley.
I JP16 B c- Court of Appeal earlier ruled in favor of i 
| Hartley. Corbett said Tuesday that according to the B.C. I j Election Act, this decision is final.
| “Should I go ahead with the appeal it would have to | 
I be on constitutional grounds, and this could be a long I. 
1 and expensive battle,” he said. “I don’t want to put my| 

supporters to this cost.” |
Corbett said even the judges who ruled against him]

I ÎJE? , . 15 outsiders voted in the Yale riding in the]
II ,,electl0n which Hartley won by six votes.

‘J11® prLesent member has the legal right to sit in] 
the House but he does not have the support of the ma-|

13Qrity of the voters ip this riding,” he said.

MUST COMPLY 
“If an act authorizes a certain! 

|procedure, I think each of these! 
[groups should be compelled to| 
]comply with it. If an act! 
|requires a certificate of oral! 
| health, then the professional! 
11 organization of physicians and| 
jj dentists should not be in 
ijposijjon to discipline any off 

members for complying! 
i the provisions of the act.” 

Shrum said there is a short-] 
I age of dentists, dental school] 
[facilities and applic ants for ] 
[dental training.

But there are more than 100 j 
3mechanics already licenced toi 
[make dentures for the public,§ 
[and probably another 100 or so g 
| technicians who work clandes-j 
] tinely and on a part-time basis.

NEED EVERYONE 
Shrum said there is a demand] 

I for the services of dental] 
I mechanics and there is no well-[ 
| documented evidence that their | 
[work jeopardizes the public’s! 

health.
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Pesticide battle hears 
glory-seeking charge

VICTORIA — Agriculture 
9 Minister Richter was accused 
I Wednesday of being more in- 
| terested in glorifying his posi- 
|tion than in helping farmers.

Richter and Mrs. Lois Haggen 
J (NDP — Grand Forks-Green- 
I wood) exchanged angry words,
| in one of the hottest rows in 
| the legislature this year, over 
| the plight of three farmers in 
B her area whose farms have 
| been closed because of pesticide 
I contamination in the soil.

She accused the minister of 
| doing nothing to help the farm- 
1 ers, who have been left without 
I funds to restore their businesses. 
1 She said: “You tried to pro- 
J tect the government against 
I the farmers and that is where 
I you have failed. You have fail- 
led completely in looking after 
I these farmers. You have been 
I more concerned with glorifying 
i your position as minister ant} 
| showing a good picture to the 
1 cabinet and the premier than 
I you have in looking after the 
| farmers whose problems you 
I should understand.”
I Richter shouted angrily into 
I his microphone : “There is con- 
I tinuing liaison between the fed- 
leral and provincial govem- 
k ments trying to resolve this 
| problem. There is no place in 
I the world where there is 
I knowledge how to dissipate this 
I from the soil. We have records 
I of this in the soil for 13 years.

BIG PROBLEM
| “How can I be a miracle man 
I and resolve this thing over- 
! night? This is a far bigger! 
I problem to me than to you be- 
I cause I have the responsibility. 
I But all you have done is hack, 
I hack, hack at me for the last 
124 hours.”
I The three farms were closed 
Bin February, 1965, after traces 
I of the pesticide Dieldrin were 
I found in milk and fat from the 
E cattle.

Mrs. Haggen said since then 
fthe farmers worked to restore 
j their businesses and followed 
| the directives given by the gov- 
! emment. But last November 
|the farms were shut, down 
B again after contamination was 
I again found.

The pesticide had been re- 
I commended for years by both 
I governments for the control of 
I worms and grubs, she said. It 
S was amazing that the farms 
1 were ordered closed a second 
I time when very little was done 
I to help the farmers other than 
I to tell them to do certain 
I things.

BITTER BLOW 
It was a bitter blow to the 

| farmers to hear the minister

■

____ B

say in an interview that they 
could have eased their plight 
if they had shown more initia- 

I live in acquiring pure feed,
H Mrs. Haggen added.

T._r1 “Where would the farmers' 
have the money to buy pure ;

, feed for their animals after the :
; treatment they have had from 

the federal and provincial gov- ^Wtaa 
emments?”

She said the farmers had 
! asked for money to help them 

carry on, for direction and 
help in getting re-established 
and for some compensation for 

[ loss of income.
She recalled that the federal 

and provincial governments had 
agreed to buy clean hay, but 
this was on a very temporary 
basis and each time the farmers 
ran short they had to reapply.
Mrs. Haggen charged there has 
been no co-operation between 
the two governments in trying 
to solve the problem or help 
the farmers.

P “The crowning insult has 
come this week. A form letter 

f jhas been sent by both govem- 
! ments, asking farmers to sign; 
['these letters which would make 
Ip them responsible for paying for | 
Ethe clean hay which was applied 
[Ifor to replace the contaminated 
Shay. Payment must be made by 
! : the end of June.”

. ■

IMMEDIATE PROBE
She read telegrams from var­

ious trade groups in the Grand 
I Forks area demanding an im- 
Ï mediate investigation of the con- 
! lamination and assistance for 
^ the affected farmers.

Mrs. Haggen said she had 
I discussed the problems private- 
Sly with the minister during the 

||| 1965 legislature session and he 
J had suggested she should not 
lair them at that time. He had 
I felt an airing then would not 
| help.

She said she had kept quiet 
|in the hope something would be 
I done, but nothing had been done.

“Why did the minister tell me 
I by phone that the provincial 
[jgovernment was not going to 
y stick its neck out when the 
g problem of contamination pre- 
avails over the whole province?” 
I] he said. “Are these not our 
| farmers?”

Richter said the federal and 
[j provincial governments are do­
ji ing everything they can but 
| there is not a great deal of in- 
I formation on removing the con- 
| lamination from the soil.

He said: “I don't thing a air- 
ding of it is going to help the 
I farmers in that area one iota. I 
I have my own opinion as to whe- 
Jther these levels of contamina- 
Ition are dangerous but I am not 
9 a technical expert.

“I would have to check with 
I my department officials before 
J answering some of the specific 

■stions raised by the mem-

_
! ber for Grand Forks. But lamp 

not aware of anyone being given 
authority to guarantee compen- K 
sation either at the federal or f. 
the provincial level.”

Dave Stupich (NDP-Nanai-p 
mo), who demanded Richter’s I 
resignation Tuesday, said the 
minister's statement that he is| 
doing everything he can addsf 
up to exactly nothing.

“This minister has failed the| 
agricultural industry because he [' 
has certainly failed the farmers | 
in the Grand Forks area,” 
Stupich said.

If it’s feared that the con-| 
lamination is widespread the 8 
best way to find out would be 
to make the area where it first | 
showed up a research area, he| 
said.

This stung Richter to accuse [ 
the NDP of “hammer, hammer, 1 

! hammering at the poor farmer.”
He said: “There is something 

being done. The farmers are 
not required to pay for this j 
feed. It was a special under­
standing between the federal! 
and provincial governments.”

Opposition Leader Strachan [j 
blamed the whole thing on the y 
/‘pinchpenny attitude” of the|

•1 Premier.
The government isn’t willing |

! to spend some of its surplus I i 
- - ; l millions on finding a solution 1

to what Strachan termed thisf 
, “very human problem."
J Dr. Pat McGeer (LPointl 
jGrey) said as a research chem [

" ist he wanted to know how muchfj 
money, staff and effort the gov-;, 
emment was prepared to putÿj 
into the pesticide war.

He also suggested the Grand*! 
Forks dairy farmers are “vie-1 
tims of incomplete knowledge j 
and inexact science” and there 
fore entitled to compensation 
from the government.

Trade Minister Loffmark said. | 
the problem is a continental one -j 
and added the U.S. government 
has put considerable money in-1 
to general pesticide research byjg 
the B.C. Research Council.

Recreation Minister Kieman, | 
a former minister of agricul­
ture, jumped into the fray but j 
said he wasn’t trying to carry | 
the ball for Richter.

"I’m not going to sit here | 
quietly and see this type of 

, misinformed abuse heaped upon J 
ijthe minister,” Kieman said.

Mrs. Haggen objected that^[ 
any information she presented 
to the House could be verified 
not only in her files but in those 
of the agriculture department, [j 

! “The minister is only telling 
the truth,” said Kieman. “No-jj 
body has the answer to this E 
question.”

The agriculture department j 
estimates, totalling $6,026,574, g 
were approved after a 6Vfc-hour. j
debate.
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Bluntest 
a fellow

31LAs polled 
for position 
on pollution

critic
Socred

>* mu*:

Special to The Province
| PORT ALBERNI - A dele-1 
nation will visit the legislature ; 

[Monday with a 6,798-name peti­
tion protesting pollution.

Meanwhile, the committee be­
hind the pollution protest has 
(sent a letter to each MLA 
! asking his stand on pollution. .
| The letter asks: “Let us know

were a free vote in the 
S legislature to control and 
j eliminate air, water and soil 
! pollution during the 1966 ses­
sion.”

Colin Wilson, committee 
| chairman, said that even failure 
lof a MLA to reply will give an 
(indication of his feelings.
I “We will have to assume that 
jthe problems of ordinary people 
«•eally don’t matter to that 
«articular member,” he said.Appeared to ignore Tisdalle

His reason: The removal of 
one Victoria scat, which seemed 
logical under the 52-seat maxi­
mum rule, now appears un­
necessary and undesirable.

After the vote on second 
reading of the bill was taken 
Tuesday, Premier Bennett 
moved around the chamber

the new federal riding mapj 
(then being drawn up by an I 
independent commission headed] 
by B.C. Supreme Court Justice 
Harold Mclnnis).

He wanted to make each! 
federal riding a dual member 
provincial riding, which as it 
turned out would have made 46 
members, then add two morei 
MLAs in the far north for a 
total of 48.

Bennett

More law
research
proposeddidn’t anticipate, 

however, the general unhap­
piness with the Mclnnis recom­
mendations when they were! 
brought down last spring.

Resources Minister Williston1 
says the limitation of 48 to 52 
seats placed by the cabinet upon

Lawyer MLA Tony Gargrave 
' ’ more money 

should be spent in B.C. on.
Wednesday said

research into law and suggested 
a research institute be estab­
lished.

Gargrave (NDP—Mackenzie), 
during 
General

debate on Attomey- 
Bonner’s estimates, 

said the institute might be run ; 
in connection with the UBC lawi 
school. He said the government 
should provide something like! 
$50,000 to assist the attorney- 
general in research into law.”

He said with the tremendous 
expansion in the province there 
is a chronic shortage of law­
yers, and research into law 
going on now in the U.S. might 
prove of value in B.C.

He appealed for a redesign of 
the Vancouver courthouse. He 
feels the old courthouse would 
be a fine builing if its facilities 
were improved and some more 
facilities were provided close

sums up tne government view: 
“The commission was limited to| 
52 members —- we are not.”

There have been grudging i 
admissions by several other 
cabinet ministers that the terms | 
of reference left much to be, 
desired.

Who knows what changes the 
commission might have recom­
mended if it had been given | 
several more

that, within the limitations 
imposed upon it, the Angus 

I Commission did an impartial 
I and fair job of redistribution.

But the opposition claims that
having set up guidelines the 
government shouldn’t tamper
with the Angus recommenda- seats[tiona at this stage, unless it’

“We can’t get new plumbing 
but we get a new fountain out! 
front,” he commented.



Forest policy 
factors queried

Regulations governing the'
I provincial government’s close 
i utilization policy in the forest

I' industry may impede forest 
production on the coast, accord- 

? ing to the Truck Loggers’
| Association.

The association told the legis- 
I lative forestry committee Wed- 
! nesday it is fully in accord with 
! a policy of improved utilization 
j of trees in the woods, but the 
I regulations will nullify incen- 
! lives contemplated by the 
j government.

Under the government’s close 
J utilization policy operators are 

[*; permitted to take out smaller 
trees than have been permitted 
up to now. Much of it is pulp 
wood and the policy is to make 
more wood available for the 

j expanding pulp industry.
Among the incentives will be 

I increased timber quotas when 
j annual allowable cuts are cal- 

culated in relation to close 
11 utilization.

The truck loggers claimed ^

“If this regulation is imple­
mented, . annual cuts in many 
areas will be maintained at the 
present low level until markets 
develop for the relatively minor ! 
proportion of smallwood,” said 
the loggers. “Maintenance of 
the cut at this low level is 
detrimental to the forest in­
dustry and the province.”

They proposed that the close 
utilization policy on the coast be 
delayed until a committee of 
representatives from the forest 
industry and the forest service 
can consider administrative 
procedures, scaling and stump- : 
age appraisal methods.

■Sr .rfV

If!tt* :

! that much greater areas

I1 usable forest material have 
become accessible because of 
improvements in logging and 
•road building methods and in 
equipment improvements.

These are factors not related 
B to close utilization, yet the 
j government’s proposed regula- 
î lions will limit increased cuts to

I close utilization, said the truck 
j loggers.______ J

.•

CAvilization ‘threatened’

BOTTLE MENACE
Civilization is in danger of being inundated by bottles, 

■says Vancouver-East MLA Alex Macdonald.
During debate on agriculture department estimates;
the legislature Wednesday, Macdonald asked for 

greater use of disposable food containers.
Said Macdonald: “Khrushchev once said he was going 

@ to bury us. I don’t think we are going to be buried by the_ 
l|: Russians but we are going to be buried by bottles—

operators who can undertake L- pop bottles, jam jars, beer bottles, but especially pop
bottles.

“Right now you can’t go to the beaches without , 
stumbling on empty bottles. I hate to see the accumula- 

ggp tion of bottles or glass containers going on in our 
L civilization.”
- i; Said Agriculture Minister Richter: “There isn’t much 

; I can do about the accumulation of bottles.”

mmm

Fishermen protest 
loss of protection
Fishermen in B.C. will be has been brought forward be-

cause the provincial government 
believes fishermen operate | 
under federal jurisdiction.

Stevens said fishermen nowg^pu 
are not classed as employees 
and therefore do not come 
under the terms of the provin­
cial Labor Relations Act.

When Resources Minister 
Williston said the fishermen 
apparently don’t want to come 

said the question 0(:under lhe Labor Relations Act, 
fisheries'] Stevens said they want to have

deprived of mediation or arbi 
tration procedures if a bill 
before the legislature is passed, 
the Fishermen’s Union told a 
legislative committee Wednes- 
day.

The union secretary, Homer

I Stevens, said a section of the 
bill repealing provisions for 
arbitration in the B.C. Fisheries 
Act should be retained.

Stevens
I jurisdiction over B.C.

m : r - : '

has not been settled and until it (their own act until the question 
is fishermen must retain pre- j °f jurisdiction is settled, 
sent protection under the act. j He said the union doesn’t like 

Recreation Minister Kiernan. certain parts of the Labor 
in the House, has said the bill | Relations Act.
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Oakalla unit
‘crime school’

. ■ Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdney ) 
? Thursday described the holding 
j unit in the west wing of Oakalla 

Prison as a school for crime.
’ • “Young men can only be led 

down the path to further crime 
| ; because of contact with other

• criminals in this area," he said 
in the legislature.

Many drug addicts had their 
first experience with narcotics 
while at Oakalla. When they left 

•• ; the prison they simply continued 
to lead a life of drug addiction,

. , he said.
The holding unit, where 

people await trial or appeal 
' from convictions, houses an 
g average of 175 to 200 inmates of 

all age groups and range of 
aBE, crime.

First offenders, homosexuals,

: »j§l$

alcoholics, and drug addicts are 
mixed together indiscriminately 
and the atmosphere cannot be 
anything but negative, said 
Barrett.

He said a separate unit should 
be built away from the main 
jail for people held for trial and 
added that any descriptions he 
had given of conditions 
Oakalla have been surpassed by 
the criticism of conditions con­
tained in this year’s annual 
report by Director of Correc­
tions S. Rocksborough Smith.

Attorney-General Bonner has 
said that Oakalla will be 
replaced but Barrett said he is 
becoming “fed up with ex­
cuses.”

j “The matter rests on the 
i conscience of the attorney- 
general,” he said.

Jail costs outlined
The provincial government Under construction or about!

.;’>y

has spent $2.6 million in the 
past two years on improve­
ments to Oakalla Prison Farm, 

, according to Attorney-General 
Bonner.

During the same period, he 
told the Legislature Thursday, a 
further $6.3 million was spent 
on decentralization of the prison 
system to points throughout the 

; province.
Bonner said this amount 

represents the capital cost of 
new facilities only.

to be constructed - are 
addition to the Prince George p 
jail costing an estimated $978,- jj 
000, a new women’s campjj 
adjoining the Haney Correc-I 
tional Institute costing $135,000, | 
and temporary jail quarters at!1 
Kamloops costing $50,000.

Bonner said a new forest |1 
camp near Prince George is 
awaiting approval and the pro- i 
posed permanent prison for 
Vancouver Island at Saltair is| 
still in the planning stage.

New look at cabarets
The provincial government 

’and Vancouver are moving to 
straighten out t£e tangled ques­

tion of liquor licences for 
6 cabarets, according to Attorney- 
8 General Bonner.

He told the legislature Thurs- 
Bday the city proposes to alter 
I its definition of a cabaret to 

bring it more into line with the 
| Liquor Control Board definition.

Said Bonner: “We are seeking 
I to put a definition into the 
I Liquor Act which I hope will

move us toward a common^ 
ground to enable us to legislate Bi 
on this situation.

“It will thereafter be the 
city’s intention not to license as ! 
cabarets establishments which ; 
cannot be recognized by the;j 
provincial Liquor Control Board. | 

“Vancouver has proposed andtf 
we have welcomed the sugges-| 
tion that it appoint a citizens’ f 
committee to review any appli- [j 
cations which the LCB may not jj 
be prepared to grant.”

'Good news for waiters?!
The provincial government is 
msidering changes in the law 
>r levying fines on beer parlor 
aiters who serve minors. 
Opposition MLAs have been 

critical of the law which places 
the onus of bartenders and 

Iwaiters to decide whether cus- 
Itomers are under age or not.

: Attorney-General Bonner said 
jthe area of most concern seems 
! to be in the heavy fixed fine for 
[waiters and the relatively small 
** on offending minors. The 

wit minimum fine for con- 
çted waiters is <300 but the

fines being levied on minors are L 
much less.

Sid Bonner: “We have been| 
looking into this and we may be 1 
able to deal with it at this! 
session from the standpoint of 1 
removing the fixed fine and i 
leaving the fines to the discre-j 
tion of the courts.

"There has been a marked | 
reluctance to levy fines against 1 
juveniles and indeed to find! 
them guilty of the offence. But 11 
may be able to recommend anf 
amendment to the House before I 
we rise.”

Crime victim, 
aid urged]
Lawyer MLA Alex Macdonald,1]

| has proposed establishment of a I 
r] criminal injury compensation I 
l board to provide compensation j 
y for people hurt in criminal | 
l attacks.

“I don’t think this should wait I 
[for another session,” he told the j 
House Thursday. “It should be [i 
| done now.”

He said thousands of dollars |
I are spent by government in the |
|jrehabilitation of criminals, but j 
J nothing is spent in providing B 
0 financial compensation for the|
I victims of crime.

Macdonald (NDP, Vancouver | 
IjEast) said injuries to such |
; ! victims can often be a very to 
j serious matter. In Vancouver fj J corner grocery stores are often |

I attacked several times and may |
! ; result in injury and sometimes 1 

death to the person in the | 
B store.

Sexual attacks may lead to a fl 
p loss of mental as well as e 

physical health in the victim.
Macdonald said the criminals E 

can be sued but it is impossible |
,j to recover judgments against y 
1 these people. Any money they p 
j have usually goes for their |

; defence against the criminal | 
I charge.

He said Britain has recently I 
|j set up a criminal compensation | 

board and has supplied it | 
I initially with $300,000 in funds.

“We have this model to work| 
i from, let’s get on with it now,” 
i said Macdonald.

Bingo tax 
proposed 
by Price
Laws governing bingo games I 

| are unfair, said Bert Price (SC-| 
|Burrard).

He told the House it is not! 
[Jgood enough for Attorney-Gen-1 
jgeral Bonner to say that bingo is I 
| gambling and comes under theg
8 federal criminal code.

“Bingo is really entertainment!
| rather than gambling andf 
1 should be treated differently,” 
|he said.

He said the Mount Pleasant! 
branch of. the Canadian Legion I 
has been operating bingo games | 

1 25 years and people played 1 
here for amusement and as a I 

Ipast-time. The gambling aspect! 
|is secondary.
1 Yet this group has been! 
I subjected to a great deal of| 
I litigation and was closed by I 
■ police action.
I Price said ttye attorney-1 
S general should do something fori 
I the game. He said some years I 
I ago he had suggested a tax on I
9 games and he believes this 1 
I would be a good way of bringing | 
I such games under some sort of | 
I control by the provincial | 
| government.
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Bennett was right
■Hi

By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Call it knowledge of proce­
dure or simply instinct born of 25 years of 

; parliamentary experience but Premier 
Bennett has been proved technically cor- 

ï rect in the battle over the budget debate.
This was confirmed by Speaker William 

, Murray’s ruling on a procedural point re- 
I versing the stand he took on Feb. 18, when 
1 for a short while it seemed the province 
{tottered on the brink of an election.

Now, on no less authority than that of the 
j; clerk of the House of Commons in West- 
] minster, it has been established that the 
\ budget debate in the legislature can’t be 

talked out by a member who is still on his 
j feet at the closing hour of 6 p.m.

The point is a technical one but, apart 
from underlining the premier’s skill as a 
parliamentarian, it indicates the need for 
a complete revision of the rules of the pro- 

! cedure in the legislature.
The B.C. House takes its authority on 

1 matters of procedures not from Ottawa but 
| directly from London.

That is why Sir Barnett Cocks, the 
| highest authority on British parliamentary 

procedure, was consulted by the Speaker 
] on this occasion.

According to the advice received, a 
j simple* change in wording would remove all 

ambiguity from the standing order which 
had been questioned. This was done, for 
the same reason, by the British Parliament 

j in 1948, the Speaker advised.
There are apparently no immediate plans 

I to make the suggested change here, but

■■■■■
those seeking procedural reform point out 
that many other ambiguities exist in the 
orders which were last revised in 1930.

The conduct of the legislature is governed k 
by 40 pages of standing orders in conjunc­
tion with local precedents established by 
speakers’ rulings and references to the 
British parliamentary authority.

Murray points out that the Speaker’s job 
is made more difficult by the fact that 
while our orders have remained static for 
36 years those of the Mother Parliament 
are being constantly revised.

He personally believes the legislature 
should stick with the British system but 
agrees with the suggestion that .full-scale 
revision of procedures is probably overdue.

The job would be a big one to carry out 
in the space of an average eight-week ses­
sion. ,

According to Murray, however, when the 
job is done it should be handled by a select 
standing committee of the House. He says:
“Parliament should make its own laws 
through its own parliamentarians with ad­
vice from its own clerks.”

Among the perennial issues which could ^ 
be ironed out by such a study is the matter * 
of oral questions in the House. At present ! 
two standing orders touch on this subject, f._± jte - * 
and apparently contradict, so speakers in ^ 
the past have held that all questions and 
answers must be written.

Keeping in mind what happened here ,|
Feb. 18, a committee set up to make 
needed revisions could also give consid­
eration to adopting the system followed 
elsewhere in the Commonwealth of not per­
mitting direct challenge of the Speaker* 1 
ruling.

v Gibson wants lash

Cat-o '-nine next?
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Gordon Gibson | 
Jj(L-North Vancouver) demanded| 
jin the legislature Thursday that 
S the lash be brought back for v 
] drunken drivers and habitual | 
I drunks.

He said during discussion of B 
| the attorney-general’s depart- 
|ment estimates that those whoa 
|use liquor to excess should be!4] 
I hit first in the pocketbook.

But if that doesn’t work, | 
| Gibson said, “I think we should | 
1 bring back six lashes.”

Persistent offenders should bel 
I given the lash and jailed, if |
■ necessary repeating the dose, l
I Gibson said.

“Pm willing to say liquor does | 
| a lot of harm,” he said.

Gibson added that prohibition 1 
I proved a failure but he sug-j 
Igested a lot of the troubles 1
■ caused by alcohol today arise I
■ from people not knowing how to I

i proposed that the fax on i 
hard liquor be tripled to reduce | 

S the amount of drinking.
Beer, which he termed “the- 

| poor man’s drink, the working 
; man’s drink, the social drink,” [

; should not be included
■ proposed tax increases, Gibson g 
3 said.

“I believe 90 per cent of those | 
11 who really get into trouble | 
[J driving cars and so on are on§ 
[jhard liquor,” Gibson said.

Attorney-General Bonner re-| 
|plied that raising the price of; 
| liquor, judging by past experi f 
I] ence, was unlikely to have the ^ 
ÿ desired effect, _ j_______ I

Instead, he suggested, it jjj 
II would probably result in in-g 
g creased activity by illegal | 

“moonshiners” who are already§ 
| flourishing as never before on j 
I other parts of the continent.

“In the U.S. today it is a fact | 
jthat there has never been a| 
j larger volume of liquor illicitly | 
I produced and a good deal of the|
■ liquor in legitimate American I 
I outlets originates through this! 
I clandestine commerce,” Bonner 1

r 1
■

Lady MLA

parlor
lament

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The only woman 
a MLA in the legislature told all 

H|the men in the chamber Thurs 
iday she doesn't think much of 
beer parlors.

p After listening to some of the 
Ilmen plead for relaxations in 

the law to make beer parlors 
more interesting places to g» 
to, she rose and said: “I don’t 
think anything can be done to 
improve beer parlors

‘The last time I was in one 
was with a former member of 
this legislature and it was 
scene I shall never forget.”

The scene she described was 
of a man falling out of his 
chair. When he was replaced in 
the chair, she said, he was still 
“emitting noises” and mum­
bling about not having enough 
beer, even though he had seven 
glasses in front of him.
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game hogNobody likes
ous and active that coastal waters 
may soon be barren.

It would be hard to dismiss the 
examples, however — a Victoria 
“sportsman” bragging about 
catching 55 pink salmon in Saan- 
inch Inlet in one day; two tourists 
who took 67 coho and springs at 
Stuart Island in two days; pleas­
ure craft calling at Bamfield for 
ice to carry home 500 to 700 
pounds of salmon.

We leave to the experts the 
longstanding controversy between

commercial and sports fishermen 
over which side is the greater 
menace to the fishery.

But the practice of game-hog­
ging is hard to swallow, whether 
it involves deer, pheasants or fish. 
Anyone who deliberately exceeds 
the legal game limit forfeits the 
title of “sportsman” and deserves 
a penalty.

The legislative committee 
should recommend that all pos­
sible measures be taken to catch 
the game hogs and persuade them 
to change their ways.

Richard Larson of Sidney, a 
commercial fisherman, has asked 
for stricter control of sports fish­
ing in B.C. He gave the legislative 
fisheries committee some shock­
ing examples of “game-hogging" 
by people supposed to be angling 
for s jort.

Since his livelihood depends on 
an abundance of salmon, it could 
be expected that Mr. Larson is 
prejudiced against sports fishing. 
And often the shoe is on the other 
foot — sports fishermen claim 
commercial boats are so numer­

Pensioners 
rap oral 
test law

Fountain
inspires
letters denies charge 

y Indian bamAttorney-General Bonner 
says he has been getting 
letters about the new foun­
tain for in front of the 
.Vancouver courthouse, but he 
won’t say whether the public 
reaction was good or bad.

He was asKed for details of 
the fountain during discus­
sion of the attorney-general’s 
department estimates in the 
Legislature.

“How is that fountain 
coming along — I understand 
it is pretty schmaltzy?” said 
Tony Gargrave (NDP-Mac- 
kenzie).

Bonner replied he had 
some correspondence on the 
question but the government 
plan is yet to be heard.

Works Minister Chant, 
whose department is building 
the fountain, has so far 
refused all requests for a 
sketch of the fountain on 
grounds that to show it to the 
public now might attract 
undue criticism.

Old age pensioners’ groups 
; Thursday protested a goverp- 
I ment regulation requiring a 

medical certificate from a den- 
;i tist or a doctor before they can 

have dentures made by a dental 
! mechanic.

The Federated Legislative 
I Council representing 14 old age 
? groups, told a special commit­

tee of the legislature a certifi- 
jcate of oral health can cost 

between $5 and $25. It said this 
is a lot of money to people on 

J low fixed incomes.
« The legislature committee is! 
| studying the operation of the 
I Dental Technicians Act to see if 
I any amendments are necessary. 
| Under the act, dental mech-i 
| antes are permitted to work 
] directly for the public but

Vancouver’s corporation cot 
sel, Russell Baker, said Thui 
[day a proposed amendment
the city charter would allotl 
Vancouver to continue taxes on I 
Indian land leased to outsiders!

During a hearing by the legis-l 
llative private bills committeel 
(Baker denied a charge by the! 
• Indian band that the city is! 
trying to take away rights of
the band to tax land it has not 
(surrendered.
j He said the Indians are al- 
(ready getting large sums of 
money for the land they have 
leased.

Musqueam Development Ui, 
] now planning a subdivision on

jorfpositi<
| a copy c 
mént m< 

ipaign fu 
I Gordoi 
naby) s; 

j to acep j that the

s matter 
I He sa 
! serious 
Iby the 
[of docur 
[posed t( 
| this legi 
| The n 
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I with fo 
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I Jones, v 
Ithe atto 
lago.
I In th 
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■ in whic 
I ment si
■ he had
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■ fund to 
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I Bonner
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I Dowd
■ Louis
■ the m

the reserve, will pay the band! 
$60,000 through the federal dfrl 

j zenship minister, plus an annual 1 
fee of $27,000, he said. J

Alex Macdonald, an NDP 
member of the committee, won­
dered where this money went 
to. He said he could not unteM 
stand how there could be na- 
down homes on the reserves 
if this money is available to 
the Indians.

Baker also said the city is 
prepared to fight the Canadian]

Legal aid fees 
for year cost 
B.C. $50,000

VICTORIA — Attorney-Gen­
eral Bonner says the govern­
ment will have spent approxi­
mately $50,000 in the fiscal 
year ending March 31 on legal 
aid for more than 400 persons 
charged with criminal of­
fences.

He was answering Alex i 
Macdonald (NDP-Vancouver j 
East) who said in the legisla- j 
ture Thursday he supported I 
the earlier plea by fellow New 
Democrat Tony Gargrave for 
a comprehensive system of 
legal aid in the

cription.
The old age groups’ legislative 

council recommended abolition 
, of the certificate requirement, j 
lit told the committee these 
certificates often amount to no 
more than a signature by a 
dentist or doctor and yet they 
increase the cost of dentures for 

[old people.
The council said It U not 

aware of any health problem 
arising out of the work of the 
dental mechanics, who can I 
make full dentures for $50. J

Pacific Railway through the 
courts over a proposed amend­
ment to the charter requiring 
subdividers of more than 20 
acres to donate 10 per cent of 
thç land to the city for park 
purposes.

The CPR has claimed the pro-j 
posai is aimed at the company! 
because it is the largest private! 
land holder in the city. Utj*™ 
ed the amendment would be 
extra tax on the railmtt^isl

frovince.

| Tax continues]

(Cil[y 1lawyer]



House urged to abolish
ai

Hn,'M VICTORIA—Alex 
(NDP Vancouver 1 

; day called for the abolition of 
| the appointment of lawyers to 
] become Queen’s Counsel.

He told the legislature the 
present system is interlarded 
with political considerations in 

t*;’ appointments and the QC sys-| 
left has fallen into disrepute.

I "lie said appointment to be- 
Scome a QC is an empty honor 
1 any way., and does not affect 
| the disposition of cases.

The only advantage is when 
i case goes to the Supreme 

I Court of Canada where a QC 
I stands about 15 feet closer to 
i the array of judges hearing 
I the case, said Macdonald.
1 The only acceptable system 3 of appointments would be 
| through a committee of legal

Lysterious memo 
brings Opposition 

] demand for probe
Atforney-Getterai tforfWf was he had paid $25,000 into tin

position of political considéra-1 
lions.

Macdonald made it clear he [ 
isn’t bucking for such an ap­
pointment. “Under the present | 
system I wouldn’t accept one,’ 
he said.

Attorney-General Bonner said | 
change in legislation will I 

permit the annual cumulative | 
growth in the number of QCs | 
to increase from five to 10. P 

He said he hopes by the end ; 
of this year to be able to, 
recommend a list of new QCs, 
for the province.

Compared with other juris- g 
dictions, B.C. has fewer QCs.

The subject provoked a shout- \j 
ing match later in the House I 
when Alan Macfarlane (L-Oak J 
Bay) rose to support Macdon­
ald’s plea.

Government 
shouted: “How

m

backbenchers| 
about the Lib-!

—MBi ___
I oral appointments to the sen 
I ate?”
I Macfarlane: “We do no bet 
j ter in the senate than this proV &

vincial‘government does in the 
j appointment of QCs. As far as ^
II am concerned the Senate 
j Canada should be an elective
body and not an appointed |"- 

™ ’body.''

he would approve would be that pS 
of Premier Bennett.

Macfarlane: “Let him rest in || 
the haven of worn out old poli- K§î 
ticians.”

Premier Bennett: “Would you r 
take an appointment to the Uuÿ- 1 
bench.”

Macfarlane: “I have -- *' 
pirations to the bench at theP 
age of 42, or the senate.” I ; 
want to stay right here.” ■■

i accused in the legislature 
ITmirsday of trying to fob off 
| Opposition attempts to obtain 
I a eopy of a mysterious govem- 
gment memo about Socred cam- 
f paign funds.

Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur- 
Pnaby) said he wasn’t prepared 
& to acept Bonner’s explanation 
[that the memo, if it ever exist- 
|ed, had been destroyed as a 
I matter of routine.

He said there should be a 
I serious investigation launched
■ by the House into destruction 
I of documents which were “sup- 
I posed to be retained by act of 
I this legislature.

The memo, according to the 
I transcript of a radio interview 
1 with former B.C. purchasing
■ commission chairman G. E. P 
I Jones, was written by Jones to 
Ithe attorney-general some years 
j ago.

In the interview, Jones de 
I scribed an incident in his office 
lin which a prospective govern 
I ment supplier complained that
■ he had not contributed $25,000
■ to the Social Credit education 
(fund to be “pushed around.”

Jones said the supplier threat- 
lened to take the matter up with
■ Bonner and said^his was why 
| he wrote the memo.

Dowding told the House that 
I Louis Wener of Calgary was 

* who allegedly «aid

Thel
Socred campaign fund and! 
claimed he was entitled to I 
“some consideration” in return. I

He said Wener was connected I 
with companies which had done 6 
$1.2 million worth of business B 
with this government since | 
1956.

Bonner said he had received 1
note covering the activities 8 

of one of these companies, Con- 8 
Force Construction Ltd.. 19551 
to 1957. Jones was appointed 
chairman of the purchasing | 
commission in 1956.

But the attorney-general told I 
the House he didn’t recall everjg 
receiving the memo referred 1 
by Jones in the interview. He0 
added: “I doubt frankly that itfl 
exists.”

Bonner said his secretary re-p 
members no such memo and a|j 
search of his files failed to tum| 
it up.

“I’m advised the document of | 
the purchasing commission are J 
destroyed on a five-year basis,” | 
Bonner said.

Dowding asked by what I 
authority such files could be de-1 
stroyed.

“I don’t know. That is the I 
only information I have,” said| 
Bonner.

Dowding said the government 1 
should find out who was re-1 
sponsible for this action and | 
take action against them.

ieer plugs
under attack 

1 lin liquor
advertising flare-up

j: Proposals by Liberal Leader Bonner added, however, that | 
j Perrault for campaigns by thej the liquor ads he had seen on 
j provincial government and the' the Bellingham television sta-r 
[ liquor interests quickly ran into1 tion were “in the most extra-1 

trouble in the legislature. ordinary bad taste.”
Perrault condemned liquorj Opposition Leader Strachan : 

advertising on radio and tele ! said it would be the rankest v 
j vision beamed to B.C. from the! hypocrisy for the people who » 
jiU.S., when such advertising is, produce alcohol to undertake 1 
1 prohibited by law here. any programs advertising mod- #
j He said the government eration. 1
I should launch a major cam- He said: “No advertising of ,
I paign urging moderation in the liquor of any kind should be jj 
1 use of alcohoi. The Liquor Con- allowed, whether we are advo- 
! t.ro.1 Board and the attorney- eating moderation or anything plii 
1 general should “bring every in- else.”
j fluence on the Canadian distil- perrault said he had tape* 
l lers and brewers to have them recor(jed some of the ads 8 
| encourage advertising and pro- beamed from the U S. and |
3 m°Hon of moderation.” quoted from them. One said (j

Attorney-General Bonner said is the lion-hearted beer]
1 because it is not like all those I| he is aware of certain conflicts 

jin the legislative approval of 
I liquor ads in newspapers when 
I advertising isn’t permitted in 
Bother' media.

But he said any suggestion 
Ithe government should launch 
3 an advertising campaign to pro- 
8 mote moderate drinking could 
I only bé regarded “as a rather 
3 refined boax on the public.”

tame beers.” Another said I 
“You are à real man when you j 
drink our beer. Our beer is one | 
of the few things in the world | 
that won’t be tamed.”

Perrault said some of the | 
people hearing this kind of ad 
vertising would be tame tabbies B 
the day after drinking the beer, j
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Pesticide pall 
hangs heavy

By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

I VICTORIA — The flowering Minister Richter admitted "we 
■Iplum trees outside the legisla don’t know where we’re going” 
B^tive buildings here are bios- on the matter of pesticide
w^soming. The sun shines brightly, controls. It seems that even
g most days, but in the stuffy those who sajd nothing, mainly 

chamber where the lawmakers 4U . ,
■v : meet there are nagging doubts :on the government side, must

about the spring that will soon have felt a twinge of concern.
® be coming to other parts of the It was the plight of three 

@1 Province. Grand Forks dairy farmers that
The concern is over what sparked the debate in the

appears to be virtually uncon- legislature this week. But this
aBMK trolled use of pesticides in some purcly iocal issue became

V- areas an^ affect that this secondary to the real question:
Hcan , ve ?n , birds, jf pesticides have been im-

?nimals, and foodstuffs for pr0perly used there on the
:v human consumption. advice of provincial and federal

Some MLAs showed undis- authorities, what of the rest of 
H8 guised alarm when Agriculture the province?

Compensation urged
Point Grey Liberal Dr. Pat 

jjMcGeer said the Grand Forks 
farmers were the victims of 
ncomplete knowledge and in­

exact science and therefore 
should receive compensation 
^from the government.

As 6 research chemist Mc- 
Seertassured the House that the 
best [brains in the world don’t 
know1' the answer to the pesti- 

pcide problem. But he wanted to 
y know in" exact terms how much 

money, staff and effort this 
government is throwing into 

| pesticide research.
The answers provided by the 

J government failed to satisfy the 
B critics of the agriculture min- 
| ister.

Richter himself said soil tests 
I will be made in the Grand 
I Forks area as soon as the snow 
[is off the ground. According to

the minister, at some unspeci-L 
|fied date in the future this! 
program will be extended to j 

j cover the whole province.
Trade Minister Loffmark toldp 

: the House the U.S. government I 
has provided funds for general | 
research into pesticide use and | 

' control by the B.C. Research | 
! Council.

But Loffmark didn’t contra-1 
! diet an earlier statement by 1 
; Richter that there isn’t any if 
! useful information available on g 
I pesticide residue in the prov­
ince.

“We’ve still got to explore, do B 
the basic research,” Richter | 
said.

Meanwhile no one knows how | 
widespread the bad effects of | 
pesticide use are, though there | 
are indications that appear fl 
disquieting.

Fish also affected
The new Bull River fish 

1 hatcheries in the East Koot- 
J enays had no fish in its first 
[year of operation because pes­
ticides were sprayed onto trees 
| in the watershed area. This led 
I Leo Nimsick New Democratic 
[from Cranbrook, to ask the 
[ government to ban all use of 
! pesticides until the effects of 
I their use can be accurately 
I predicted.

Another NDP member, Wil- 
I lia m Hartley, told the House he 
■.had found no fish in a favorite 
| interior fishing stream since the
■ area was sprayed with pesti- 
Ï tides.

Charges of indiscriminate use
■ of aerial pesticed sprays by the

forest biologist, which is now|
| being studied by a special [ 
j legislative committee.

An industry spokesman later | 
I told the committee that in 19651 
I only 95 acres of the 118 million j 
acres of commercial forest ini 

jthe province were sprayed. The! 
five-year average for spraying | 
is 2,600 acres according to this | 
source.

It was left to Mrs. Lois I 
Haggen, NDP member for I 
Grand Forks, to sum up fori 
critics of the government. She! 
says: “We’re attacking the I 
minister not on his lack of I 
knowledge but on the lack off 
work being done to determine | 
the effects of pesticides.”

,awyer- 
idecries 
curbside”

VICTORIA — The proposed system of I 
I roadside suspensions for borderline drink-1 
ling drivers was called a move toward 
I police state by one opposition critic in the | 
® legislature Friday.

Lawyer Gordon Dowding (NDP-Burnaby )| 
said the government, by this section of the | 
proposed highway safety legislation, 
saying in effect to police: “Do what you | 
will to get these people off the roads.”

“Another lawyer, Alan Macfarlane (L-Oak | 
Bay) said he would support the principle of I 
the bill but added the government would be jjj 
wise to admit that at this stage the whole | 
thing was an experiment.

“Something must be done to stop people8 
from driving on our highways when they’vej 
had too much to drink,” Macfarlane said.

“This is the time when we do need 
drastic step if the number of highway! 
fatalities is to be reduced, and this proposal| 
isn’t as drastic as might be.”

Alex Macdonald (NDP-Vancouver East)| 
also a lawyer, felt the roadside suspensions! 
are a very dangerous infringement of civil | 
liberties.

“I would much rather hâve seen the! 
attorney-general go the other way and § 
made breathalyzer tests compulsory,” he| 
said.

He called the proposed system of 24-hour I 
licence suspensions “instant curbside jus-j 
ticc,” outside the realm of the courts ana 

! with no appeal.
! “It may be a little thing but it is very| 
important,” said Macdonald.

“For the first time a police officer is I 
judge, jury and prosecutor. He has usurped j 
the role of the courts. The person involved! 
has no appeal against the lifting of hisj 

| licence, which even for the short period onT 
! 24 hours certainly constitute a conviction.’!

! Bert Price (SC-Burrard) said he objected j 
| to another section of the bill which required « 
I garage operators not to repair automobiles a 
1 with more than $100 damage unless then 
I police have placed an “under investigation”! 
[sticker on the windshield.

This practice puts too much responsibility! 
[on the businessman who is trying to operate g 
[a garage, Price said.

He predicted it would lead to clandestine | 
| businesses which “bootleg” auto repairs.

Dowding said he supported the bill inj 
j principle but had to object to the section I 
I dealing with roadside suspensions because it | 
1 appeared to violate the Canadian Bill of | 
| Rights.

He asked the government to try “the! 
[ middle approach” before going into the field I 
| of a police state, by automatically I 
[suspending licences for one year fori 
1 impaired driving. He said this was the | 
I modern yet stiff approach.
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Townsite 
‘will set in park 

[precedent’
Spokesmen for outdoors 

groups on Vancouver Island [ 5 ‘ ' 
warned Friday that establish­
ment of a proposed townsite in 
Strathcona Park would set a 
precedent for all other provin­
cial parks.

Edward Mankelow of Che- 
mainus told a special legislative $|$j| 
committee studying the problemSHnwafl 
its decision would greatly in-L 
fluence future decisions 
Recreation Minister Kiernan.

“It’s unlikely future requests 
for townsites in parks will be ■ 
referred to committee,” said:,
Mankelow. “The minister will ; v 
probably take your findings on 
this study as the reflection of 
the views of the public."

Keith Morton of Courtenay 
said a townsite anywhere in the 
park would be detrimental to 
park values.

Resources Minister Williston, 
a member of the committee, 
told the outdoors group: “We’re 
all emotionally charged in the 
same direction but we’ve got a 
practical problem to face up 
to.”

A “fact of life” that cannot be 
ignored, Williston said, is that 

! whatever the committee recom­
mends Western Mines will go 
into operation this summer at 
Myra Creek on the south end of 
Buttle Lake, inside the park.

This means ore trucks will 
use 25 miles of access highway 
through the park and eventually 
three shifts of workers would 
travel back and forth daily to 
the mine.

Morton replied : “Evils will 
occur, we know, because the 
mine is there but we don’t want 
to add to these evils

’ r

under fire
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The govern-close utilization any reduction in 
ment’s new policy of close! stumpage on small trees and 
utilization of wobd from the chunks they have been recover- 
forests, aimed at helping pulp ing. Why penalize a logger who 
industry expansion, is going to picks up all the small trees and 
reduce the timber available to chunks in one-pass logging, 
the established logging, sawmill, “We believe that until close 
plywood and shingle industry, utilization procedures are de- 
says the Council of Forest veloped and proven, no change 

—.Industries of B.C. to existing salvage logging
I A brief by the council to the provisions should be under- 
Legislature forestry committee taken.”
on Friday said the government The saiVage rate is 20 cents 

j] could increase the annual cut of per 100 cubic feet.saw timber in Crown forests on ' . _ . _ . „
.the B.C. coast by one-third with , 4Present f0™»1 Servlce Te&ü 
absolute safety at present latlons sUte that an operator 
standards of utUization. aPPlymg for increased quota

This could be done instead of must have a contract for sale of 
the reduction of one-third which sma“wo°d or chips, 
will be the consequence of new NO DEDUCTIONS
control policies established by Under the new smallwood 
the B.C. Forest Service, the rules, there will be no deduc- 
brief said. tions from the scaled total for,

BACK POLICY defects other than decay. Stump-
The council supported the age charges will be pro-rated 

close utilization policy but said cover both the sawtimber and 
that government efforts to en- e smallwood.

The council brief said it felt 
the reduction in annual cut 
would come with the approved 
allowable. The council said in 
many coastal forests, total 
timber logged has been over the 
allowable for some years.

The council recommended a
------------------ joint industry-Forest Service
The council recalled that the slud-v team be appointed to 

government’s announced policy develop data basic for the 
is to include as incentives formation of administrative 
enlarged annual allowable cuts P°bcy on close utilization. This 
and reduced stumpage charges was als0 recommended by the . I 
for operators who go in forjTruck Loggers Association.

courage plup expansion should 
not be at the cost of established 
operators.

“We believe the government 
policies (on allowable cuts of 
timber) result from an incor­
rect estimate of the increased 
timber harvest available under 
close utilization.”

mother Kootenay sea
iromised by Bennett

close utilization.
Said the council: “We deplore 

the fact that while making close 
utilization optional, the present 
and long-established salvage 
rates are being withdrawn on 
ordinary timber sales and cut­
ting permits.

“This denies operators not 
electing to experiment with

DRïÀ~^~PFémîëF"Bên- 
nett bowed a little to demands 
from both sides of the House! 
Friday and promised to create 
a new legislature seat for the 
Kootenays, boosting the seat 
total to 55.

The debate on the govern­
ment’s controversial redistribu­
tion bill was droning along in 
committee when the premier 
jumped to his feet to announce 
the change.

“We live in a democracy,”

I Bennett told the House. “It is 
the duty of the government to 
lead, but it is also the duty of] 
the government to listen.
Bennett said he was particu-

I
larly impressed by views ex­
pressed earlier by Harry 
McKay (L-Femie). McKay |

called for better representation 
which

to lose Three existing seats 1 
under ther original government^ 
bill.

The premier promised to splitl 
the huge new Columbia River j 
riding in two. It contained large j 
chunks of three existing ridings, | 
Revelstoke, Kaslo-Slocan and| 
Columbia.

Earlier, McKay had said this! 
might be the last chance he had j 
to speak for the Kootenays.

“I an not even speaking of the I 
new riding into which rmne will I 
be merged,” he sakL/T think I 
that new riding can be serviced. [ 

“But the new Columbia River I 
riding is just too big, it is I 
ridiculous. That particular rid-[ 
ing can be cut in half and give! 
the Kootenays one more riding. [ 

“If the government will dog 
nothing else, it should at least |

STUDY URGED
Matters to be studied should' 

include how muSh additional :, 
volume is made available by 
moving from present standards 
to close utilization, development; 
of scaling procedures to handle '' 
depletion and study of stumpage h 
appraisal procedures.

The council also urged that j 
the Forest Service be directed j 
to publish its calculations of the 
allowable cuts in public sus­
tained yield units on the basis of « 
13-inch trees and, after making 
allowances for decay, waste and ■ 
breakage, establish this as the | 
new allowable cut for 
timber.

It recommended that this cut : 
be shared by present operators f 
proportionately.

Later, when further data Is 
available that revised allow­
ables on the close utilization 
basis be established and that 
this further increase by shared 
between established operators 
and new quota holders.

m\

Willi

Halls-”!
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ieine group requests 
separate fisheries dept.
A special Legislative com-1 salmon are caught and have 

mittee was asked Friday to!only partial access to five other 
Kg&lg establish a full-scale provincial'areas, Ruble said, 

department of fisheries.
Frank Ruble, president of the 

Sj Salmon Seine Vessel Owners 
Association. said one of the first 

H jobs of the new department
1 should be to correct the over-\

He told the committee these 
laws date back to the days 
when trolling and gillnetting 
was done by row boats and sail 
boats.

Ruble said he didn’t want to 
turn the clock back but he 

seven areas onwhelming advantage gillnetters . . , -
and .rollers now enjoy _over| t0 ^ set „lde for the

e use of seine fisher-y i seine fishermen in West Coast “xclusivi 
> waters.

He told the committee some I The committee was told that 
3,000 seine fishermen must u.S. studies have shown that 27 
operate under deplorable condi- per cent of fish taken by gillnet 
tions which don’t affect the 0r troll can be lost under 
4,000 gillnetters and 2,000 trol-1 certain conditions, 
lers on the coast. j This doesn’t happen with

Seiners are prohibited from i seiners, Ruble said, so increased 
fishing seven inlets where the seine fishing would mean better 
most \_aluabU varieties of1 conservation.

Shares fiddle charged 
on eve of federal probe;
The case of former R.C.

IISuperintendent of Rrokers. J. 
h Stewart Smith had been raised 
| in the Legislature a few days 
I before federal hearings into 

Northern Ontario Natural Gas 
a Company share transactions are 
| due to open in Vancouver.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van- 
| couver East) said Smith ob­
tained NONG shares at below 
I market value while hè was 
j superintendent.

In addition, Macdonald said, 
| he has documentary proof! 
I Smith granted a favor by 
1 allowing the sale of Interna 
itional African American Cor­
poration shares here while the 
I company was not registered in 
1B.C.

These two cases indicate 1 
criminal charges should have rj 
been laid against Smith fori 
accepting a benefit while a| 
public official, Macdonald said.1

Attorney General Ronner saidl 
he decided on the evidence! 
available at the time that! 
charges were not warranted.! 
Rut he told the House knowl-[ 
edge that Spiith was engaged ini 
private market transactions was|

; deeply distressing.
Quite frankly this led to 

! parting of the ways for which l| 
jwas personally grateful,” Ron-| 
j ner said.

Smith left R.C. in 1962 and at j 
last report was living in New| 
Zealand.
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Smoke screenOttawa scandals 
echo in Victoria charged
'The political scandals in Ot­

tawa echoed in the B.C. Legis- 
x ; lature Monday night when 

là LAs said politics are being 
hurt by public cynicism.

. Liberal Leader Perrault said 
3 a] disturbing cynicism is growing 
1 toward public life in general, 
j] politics and the institution of 
|] Parliament itself.

He said: “I say when it 
| comes to general public mis-

and high-minded of our young 
people. I have talked to many 
young people who say they don’t 
want any part of politics be­
cause they think it is a dirty 
business.”

He said there is room in the 
schools for a far more detailed 
examination and instruction in 
the workings of political parties, 
But lie said in the school sys 
tern now the thought of bring-«trust of politics and politicians, ing jn a politlcll speaker talk 

I legislatures and Parliament, no it0 studcnts is considered
iman is an island. ‘‘slightly worse than the bu-"If there is general public bon? f 
|cynicism toward those m public,
y life, we can’t say it is a prob-i Perrault said he secs no rea­
lism that belongs to some other j son why the graduating classes 
I part of Canada. It is a problem in the schools should not be al- 
'that deeply involves every,lowed to hear speakers from 
I member of this legislature and the various parties.
5 it touches on education.

“I am not satisfied with the 
Ij general public attitude ex- 
I j pressed in open-line radio pro- 
}\ grams. I am not pointing the 
i finger at any one party. But we 
| have a lot to do as public
I servants to improve our image.
II think in many respects we 
I are doing a terrible job.

“No party in Canada has a 
1 monopoly on virtue. I am freely 
O willing to adm it that the repre­
sentatives that govern this 
|législature are trying to do the 
[j best they can for their province.
I But we have a positive respon­
sibility to demonstrate that 
I public life is worthy to be con- 
f-jsidered by the most idealistic

M-

Education Mmister Peterson ;..
said the schools should not be 
blamed for the political situa- 8 
lion.

He said: “Our schools should 
not be responsible for the pub­
lic image of politicians, espe- j 
daily the harm that politicians | 
in another House are doing to L 
the image of people in public i 
life at this moment.

“I don’t think it is fair to sug 
gest that schools have this en­
tire responsibility. They teachj 
that public life is an honorable 
profession. We have the re­
sponsibility ourselves in this re 
spect which I think is being 
completely ignored in other 
places today.”

S&jl IpSâS:&mû

mmsmMtmi
l A spokesman for the Alberni 

Citizens Committee on Pollu­
tion. which met three cabinet 
ministers in Victoria Monday, 
said later he didn’t expect the 

W government to enact legislation 
j at the current session to deal 

. I with the problem.
Andrew Bigg of Port Alberni ^ 

said his pessimistic outlook was f- 
based upon a comment by He- 
sources Minister Williston that. 
pollution control enforcement 
was up to the municipalities.

“This leaves me in no doubt 
that the government intends to 
put up a heavier smoke screen 
than the fog of pollution we are 
now battling in the Alberni Val­
ley,” said Bigg.

| “I feel the provincial govern- ;v J 
i ment doesn’t intend to enact 
legislation to control this prob- 

• lem within the foreseeable fu- 
lure.”

The brief—supported by a 
petition signed by 6.841 Vesi- §5§.
dents of the Alberni Valley _ ^
asked the government to set up 
an independent commission with 
the authority to shut down of : ,
fending plants when climatic \ 
conditions promoted air poilu-' i 
lion.

■ ■ ■
'
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A-blast to open road urged
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—A controlled atomic explo- 
| sion has ben suggested as a means of 
solving the question of road access to 

j Western Mines Ltd. properties in Strath- 
1 con a Park.

The shortest route would link the mine 
I on Myra Creek at the south end of 
j Buttle Lake to Courtenay—but the pro- 
1 posed 15-mile road from the mine to the 
1 head of Comox Lake would have to sur- 
] mount a 4,000-foot rock barrier.

Courtenay real estate man D. W. 
| Wensley, in a letter read to the special 
j legislative committee studying the prob- 
I lem Monday, said there is a possibility 
1 an atomic blast could be used to shear 
I off the top of the barrier so the road 
I could be pushed through.

Wensley claimed the proposed tovvn- 
| site for mine employees could be located 
I outside the park at the head of Comox 
I Lake. He said this location would make

it necessary for workers to travel 15 
miles to work and the same distance 
home again each day. The proposed 
townsite would be only 11 miles from 
Courtenay and within the existing school 
district, the committee was told.

Western Mines is now planning to 
spend approximately $1 million on new 
bulk loading facilities at Campbell River 
60 miles from the mine.

Wensley said existing bulk loading 
facilities at Union Bay would be suit­
able for loading concentrates from the 
mine and the road haul would be only 
half the distance to and from Campbell 
River.

The committee was also told, how­
ever, that mine manager Charles Camp­
bell had rejected the Courtenay road 
link proposal after turning it over ot 
consulting engineers.

Campbell said in a letter also read to 
the committee his engineers suggested

only two feasible routes, one down to I 
the east shore of Buttle Lake and the 
other on the west shore, and his com- j 
pany had already undertaken to pay fj 
$2.5 million towards the cost of building | 
the access road within park boundaries. J 

Committee members agreed, however, |) 
that the provincial highways department I 
should be asked to report on the pro-f 
posed Courtenay to Myra Lake route.

Trade Minister Loffmark said he felt B 
the committee shouldn’t be put off by pj 
the suggestion that the rock barrier !| 
could be removed by the peaceful appli-g 
cation of atomic energy.

“Let’s not turn our back on Colum-S 
bus,” Loffmark said. “The suggested | 
shorter route is perfect in every respect § 
but one—the rock barrier.”

The minister said he would gather j 
the necessary data from the highways g 
department engineers and the aerial sur-1 
vey branch before reporting back to the g 
committee Wednesday.
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Salmon '‘sports’ flourish
fisheries resource is far less 
likely to occur in B.C. rivers 
and lakes largely because of 
stricter regulations.

Saltwater fisheries, both com­
mercial and sport, are a federal 
r'espo nsibility. Freshwater 
fisheries have been delegated by 
Ottawa to the provincial 
government.

Recreation Minister Kiernan 
admits the fisheries situation on 
the west coast is “just a little 
short of chaotic” but he indi­
cates the province won’t make 
any new move at present.

Recreationists are perhaps too 
inclined to blame this do-nothing 
for-the-present attitude on the 
government’s desire to attract 
more tourist dollars.

B.C. fisheries are greatly in 
uuiuous. need of improved conservation

There is a daily catch limit 0f Practices, but it cannot seri- 
four fish. Paish arfiues, how-!0"5'* be ,tha‘ lh=
ever, this can be easily cir- resou(rcc >• be.in« depleted to a 

■ cumvented by spreading the S'Smficant extent by the fish- 
| catch around among members ! nogs-
J of his family. There are now an estimated

Much more serious, he 100,000 saltwater sports fisher- 
claims,, is the lack of any limit j men in B.C. waters. According

By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

Î VICTORIA—He’s a so-called 
e sport fisherman, although those 
| who truly fish for sport decry 
fi; his activities the loudest. Com- 
i ; mercial fishermen regard him 

: as a moonlighter.
The fish-hog often boasts he 

rj| has paid for his expensive 
i ; camper, boat, motor and other 
^.gear out of profits from his 
if fishing. He is frequently, though 

not always, a non-resident, 
j Howard Paish, spokesman for 
fB.C. Wildlife Federation, claim's 

this kind of sham saltwater 
[i sportsman can and does take up 
I to 600 pounds of salmon in the 
I space of a few days when! 
I fishing is hot.
4 For this privilege he requires 

|p no licence and is beset by few 
'0$ regulationsm "

Bp on the number of saltwater fish 
in an angler’s possession, which

to various estimates given to 
the special legislative commit-

Eti means a fish-hog is able to can tee this session, perhaps one in 
—gi or smoke literally dozens of 10,000, conservatively, is a fish- 

j choice B.C. salmon for sale hog.
S later. It must be remembered how-

This kind of abuse of the ever, that salt water fishermen

are increasing at the rate of 
approximately 10 per cent per 
year. So the problem of fish- 
hogs, if left unchecked could 
become serious.

Paish would like to see B.C. 
salmon given the same status 
as big game trophies such as 
Rocky Mountain sheep and 
moose.

He points out that a visitor 
who comes to B.C. to collect a 
big game trophy has to pay 
something like $1,500 in ac-1 
commodation costs, trophy fees, | 
and fees for hiring a licensed 
guide.

“A 15 pound coho or a 50 j 
pound chinook salmon provides [ 
a recreational experience that’s 
every bit as valid but the visitor 
has little or nothing to pay i. 
because there are no fees and! 
he probably lives in his own! 
camper and carries his own ‘ 
boat and gear,” Paish argues. |

Kiernan admits the growing j? 
popularity of B.C. fishing! 
waters is creating a problem £ 
that didn’t exist 10 years ago.

But the federal jurisdiction 
over fisheries is clear-cut, Kier­
nan says.

For the province to assume 
more responsibilities in this 
field without being delegated the 
necessary authority by Ottawa, 
according to Kiernan, would be 
asking to be made the whipping 
boy.

:

p^HHi

Ottawa education talks
coming, says minister

ity of Vic- fl
J , A national conference will be 
Ityeld in Ottawa within the next 
j few months to discuss imple- 
I mentation of the Bladen Report 
Ion higher education financing. 
[ , This was announced in the 
I B.C. Legislature Monday by Ed- 
I ucation Minister Peterson dur- 
I ing debate on education depart- 
g ment estimates.

“‘I am hopeful that action will 
| be taken this year providing 
I additional money for university 
I capital expansion,” he said.
1 * The Bladen Report recom- 
! mended capital grants to uni- 
I Varsities on a basis of $5 per 
I student.

“If this recommendation 
| implemented I think we will be 
Gable to do even more than we 
I have on capital expansion,” he 
| said.

Alan Macfarlane (Lib, Oak 
I Bay) charged that the govern 
Bment’s university capital grants 
Iformula discriminates against 

he University of Victoria,

He said the University < 
toria gets $1,551 per student | 
while Simon Fraser University | 
gets $2,571 per student. Calcu-g 
lated on the number of stu-f 
dents at Victoria University, j 
this means that Simon Fraser | 
gets $5 million more.

Peterson denied there is any| 
discrimination. He said Simon fj 
Fraser, as an instant university, f 
has to biuld from the ground up |j 
while Victoria University had! 
existing building and campus. |

He said Simon Fraser capital ! 
costs are higher, even though | 
there may be many reasons fori 
that.

Macfarlane countered that I 
Victoria University faces theg 
same kind of basic costs at its! 
new Gordon Head campus that| 
Simon Fraser faces.

He said they are both com-1 
pletely new and the only fair g 
way is for the government tog 
treat them the same.

Bigger
bursaries
bandied

VICTORIA—Education Minis­
ter Peterson told the legislature 
Monday bursaries may be in- 

-’TTinnimT— creased shortly to cover a por-
■ tion of the living costs incurred g 

is8e*e!ti*^y out-of-town students attend 
ing universities in B.C.

(Other legislature news on 
Kg Pages 8 and 9.)

He said the change is still 
under consideration and indicat­
ed it may depend upon the wil 
ligness of the federal govern 
ment to contribute a share of 
the increased bursaries.

The minister was answering 
opposition criticism during de­
bate on his salary estimates 
that rising tuition fees are mak­
ing it more difficult for young­
sters from ordinary homes to 
reach university.

The government has also in­
creased the number of scholar­
ships available to university 
students with second class 

| standing, the minister told the 
House.



VICTORIA — Resources J 
Minister Williston said Monday I 
that a plan for temporary I 

gl export of surplus pulp logs | 
H might be considered.

He made it clear, however, at I 
a hearing of the legislature’s [j 
forestry committee that he was | 
not enunciating government 
policy.

“I am talking completely off^ 
the top of my head but I throw j 
it out as a suggestion which the I 
committee might consider in j 
helping me with some of my 
problems.”

Some groups which earlier [i 
presented briefs to the commit-[ 
tee complained they cannot | 
economically log pulp timber | 
when there is no market for itlj 
in B.C., and said regulations I 
prevent them from exporting as 
operators in Washington do.

Under present regulations, 1 
operators must offer their logs I 
to three pulp companies and be j 
rejected before they can go to B 

jHH the export advisory board for 
iSSnatll an export permit.

The independent Squamish 
| Logging Operators Ltd. told the 
! committee it has been impos- 
| sible to get the big companies to 

- put refusals in writing so that 
' _ j applications for^xport can be 
j made.
| Williston suggested export

E36fr£&ai/:-. '
mightne “allowed for a year or 

j|a year and a half to ease the

>

surfeit of pulp logs. He said it 
would have to be restricted to p 
those who cannot dispose of 
their logs in B.C. rather than 
throw the whole export market 
open.

‘‘You could give some thought 
to this.” said Williston. ‘‘Mind 
you, this is a very explosive 
question but under the present 
circumstances we are penalizing 
the small loggers who are 
dependent on a market for this 
material. I don’t even know 
whether this is even practical 
but it might be considered.”

Williston rejected pleas by 
some groups appearing before 

flflthe committee for a delay in the 
introduction of the close utiliza­
tion policy until a joint industry- 
forest service committee has 
made a thorough study to 
develop what is called ‘‘data 

i basic to the formation of!
administrative policy.”

Said Williston: “Even though 
there has been such a commit­
tee, there have been numerous 
long discussions between the 
industry association, and my 
department over 18 months. We 

1 have not tried to evolve this 
program in a vacuum. As a 
result of these talks, various 
revisions to the original draft

re made arid circulated. But 
each association represents 
regional interests and it is 
impossible to accept all the 
suggestions from each group.

“The Crown has to initiate _ 
policy as a starting point and

I then after experience changes, 
if necessary, must be made. We 
; are attempting to do this in as 

“ fair and open a method as 
possible. But I don’t accept the 
proposition that we have to stop 
and have somebody look at this r 
very thoroughly before we try H 
anything. We have to have 
definite experience on which to 
base policy. Unless we do this 
we are not going to be in a 
position to analyze what is going 
on and make changes. This 
committee would be a further $ 
delay in the implementation of 
the policy.”

He also rejected a suggestion r; "J 
that close utilization — where ■ 
much smaller wood is allowed rajç 
to be taken out of the woods) | 
than before — would be detri- jj 
mental to es 
plywood and

-established sawlop. M 
id shingle opera- m

Some groups had complainedB 
j that close utilization would! 
j favor those going in f6r the new! 
! policy and the amount of timber ; 
J available for sawlogs would be 
I reduced.

■■■

ÜMore tuition considère 
for school counsellors!
education Minister Peterson (unities tôr unaradinc counsel Hr*P[f Education Minister Peterson 

1^1 said Monday consideration is 
p&beirig given to extending train- 
feeing programs for school coun- 

sellers.
S But he rejected the idea they 

should work full-time at counsel- 
■•«j ling.

During debate oneduca tion 
| estimates in the legislature, 
I Peterson said: “My department 
| believes counsellors should also 
8 teach and never lose touch with 
[the actual act of teaching. We 
I favor the position of half-time 
I counselling and half-time teach 
I ing.

“It is my feeling they should 
[keep their hands in and be in 
I close coptact with students. 
I Counselling is more important 
| today than it has ever been 
I before because of the com- 
g plexity of the programs and the 
I diversity of choices available to g the students.”

He said school districts have 
I always had the right to employ 
I full-time counsellors and some 
H do. But the policy of the 
[ department is against that at 
| the moment.

He admitted, however, that it 
I la difficult for counsellors to 
Ikep pace with events and he 
I added the department is always

(unities for upgrading counsel 
ling services.

Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP _ 
Grand Forks-Greenwood ), said : ^ 
counselling was of such impor­
tance in this complex world it 
should be done on a full-time 
basis.

Mrs. Haggen was also critical m 
of what she considered a lack of® 
emphasis on the elementary 
level education.

She said: “Our lower grades 
have been neglected for years. igpE 
am not critical of the elemen­
tary teachers, I think they are 
doing a tremendous job. But 
their classes are much too 
large.

“They are not being granted 
the salaries, they should be. I 
think it’s high time we did 
concentrate a great deal more 
on the primary and elementary 
grades.”

She accused the department 
of living off the training pro­
grams of other countries in its 
teacher recruitment programs.

According to Dominion | 
Bureau of Statistics reports, 
B.C. elementary teachers are 
better qualified than anywhere 
else in Canada. There are more 
elementary teachers with uni- 

„ versity degrees in B.C. than 
•- elsewhere, Peterson counter*

What’s a Canadian?

V '

JOE IN THE DARK
Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdney) complained in the ^ 

legislature Monday that his nine-year-old son Joe must ,, 
use a dictionary which doesn't even tell him what a Ca- g 
nadian is.

Barrett said the book is called the Winston Canadian 1 
Dictionary. It duly describes an American as a citizen of 1 
America and particularly the U.S., he said.

But there is no reference to Canada or Canadians. .] 
“What is the point of all this expense if we haven’t got j 
some kind of national identity?” Barrett said.

_ He told the legislature it would be easy to be facetious ,

I and claim this indicates separatist leanings on the part 
of the government.

“But I’m afraid it really means people just aren’t j 
paying enough attention to what these books contain.”
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No boost in fees, 
maybe - Bemiett
Premier Bennett said Tues- 

Iday there won’t be any univer­
sity fee increase this year— 
|maybe.

He ihtervened in a row in the 
| legislature over university oper- 
[ating grants to say: “As pre- 
i] mier and minister of finance, I 
3 want to say I don’t think there 
j will be a fee increase this 

year.”
Although pressed by opposi- 

y tion MLAs, the premier refused 
^ to say by how much the univer­
sities’ requests exceeded the 
y government’s grants, or to say 
1 categorically that there would 
I be no fee increase.

The education department’s 
^estimates—at $166.9 million the | 
'■largest of any department in 
[j the current session—were final­
ly passed after 11 Vi hours of 
| debate.

The premier’s intervention 
I came after the opposition ac- 
Jcused the government of work- 
;-iing under a veil of secrecy in 
■■deciding to give the three uni- 
| versities $25 million in operating 
j grants this year. There was no 
1 breakdown of how much each 
| university will receive.

Both NDP and Liberal MLAs 
9 mounted a determined attack on 
| Education Minister Peterson for 
| refusing to tell the House just 
,jhow much each university had 
I requested.

Said Alan Macfarlane (Lib— 
jOak Bay): “This is information 
\ which the House must have to 
| consider whether the amounts 
jj granted by the legislature are 
\ adequate or not.

“We were told last year the 
B amounts from the government”

were not sufficient and the h 
universities had to increase § 
fees.

We had fee increases two I 
years in a row. I want to | 
know whether the government! 
is paying any attention to this | 
problem.”

Said Gordon Dowding .(NDP-J 
Burnaby): “I think it 
breach of every rule of Parlia-L^ 
ment that you come before this yl 
housç and ask it to spend $25, 1 
million of the taxpayers’ money |§§ 
and not justify that expenditure.1 ; 
This is a cloaking or hiding of N 
the basic justification of this § 
expenditure.

“Before the universities get! 
this money they should present | 
to this House what they want'; 
the money for. Then we would1, 
be able to determine whether § 
we are giving them enough. | 
This is a completely mysterious | 
method of disbursing public | 
money.”

Peterson said the govern- ^ 
ment’s responsibility is only to| 
assist the universities. The gov-| 
ernment doesn’t set fees or the! 
size of the universities’ budgets.!

“It would not be proper for 9 
this legislature to encroach on| 
the freedom of the universities! 
in this manner,” he said.

Peterson refused to divulge | 
what the universities had re-| 
quested as assistance.

This prompted Macfarance to 8 
rise and point his finger at I 
Peterson, saying: “If there is g 
a fee increase, the responsibility I 
will rest fully on the shoulders B 
of this government and the min-1 
ister of education.”

Bill tightens 
control over 
B.C. doctors
The B.C. College of Physi- B 

cians and Surgeons will have | 
tighter control over the 2,3i 
practising physicians in B.C-

Health Minister Martin intro-j 
I duced a bill in the legislature | 
1 Tuesday which represents the rj 
I first full-scale revision in 201 
! years of the statute governing | 
|the medical profession here.

The new act will allow the j 
■college to declare a doctor un- 
rijfit to practise if he is found | 
lio be suffering from a mental [ 
Bailment, emotional disturbance, j 
I or addicted to alcohol or drugs. |

The college can order the I 
ij doctor struck off the register 1 
lor merely suspend him for a | 
I period.

Another new provision would 1 
| compel a doctor to take an I 
examination on the order of the I 

l college and allow the régula-j 
9 ting body to restrict the scope | 
h of his practice if the results [ 
gare unsatisfactory.

The maximum penalty for | 
|fraudulent registration with thel 

college and unregistered per-1 
j! sons who practice medicine, [ 
| surgery or midwifery is raised jj 
flfrom $100 to $500.

A second offence of unlawful 
1 practice carries a maximum 
I fine that is to be increased 
I from $250 to $1,000.

For third and subsequent of- 
Bfences the present mandatory 
■jail term is lengthened from 
■three to six months.

Educational

'tcioria^prôjëcî-----------------"g TV Urged

PINNACLE OF SIGHTSEEING br Perrault
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — A small group of local 
| businessmen is planning to build a 300-foot 
J observation tower on Victoria’s inner 
g harbor near the legislative buildings.

Tony Bristowe, spokesman for the group, 
[said Tuesday the $500,000 tower will be 
[twice the height of the gold-plated statue 
lof Captain Vancouver on top of the dome 
I of the buildings.
1 Municipal Affairs Minister Campbell
■ introduced a bill in the House Tuesday
■ which permits the city of Victoria to lease 
I waterfront land on Belleville Street, near

CPR ferry terminal to the privaté
■ developers.

The proposed legislation allows the gov­
ernment’s capital improvement district I 
commission to approve any structure put g 
on the harbor property.

Bristowe and his partner, Douglas Gage, | 
say they have already shown rough plans | 
for their project to Works Minister Chant, | 
who liked it.

Plans call for a tower of fabricated! 
aluminum, with a central enclosed elevator! 
to the top observation deck and a view| 
of the harbor, Esquimalt naval base and| 
scenery as far away as Mount Baker.

A second deck will contain a coffee shopl 
and souvenir stand, Bristowe said.

Hé hopes the tower will be built and in| 
operation early in 1967.

Liberal Leader Perrault Tues-f 
day urged the government toi 

J study the feasibility of educa­
tional television in B.C.

In the legislature he said! 
«television, the greatest means of y 
I communication the world has y 
lever known, is not being used| 
i adequately or even in the best! 
Sway. It is a vast cultural desert[ 
| now, he said.

Perrault said the medium 1 
8 would hold out hope for thou-L 
I sands of youngsters hungry fori 
■ education. He suggested there is I 
I ample scope for assistance from | 
I commercial television stations [ 
land a program could be worked| 
lout in conjunction with the three| 
I universities in B.C.
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Dentists opposing 
mechanic changes
The College of Dental Sur­

geons has called for repeal of 
legislation allowing dental 
mechanics to work directly for 
the public.

In a presentation to a special 
legislative committee Tuesday, 
the college made it clear that 
any further co-operation with 
the mechanics is unlikely.

Wesley P. Munsie, former 
president of the college, said the 
dentists believe the dental 
health of the public is not 
negotiable.

In its brief, the college said 
I changes proposed by the me­
chanics for further co-operation 
would place the dentists in an 

I untenable position.

It said: “The calculated effect 
I of proposed changes would 
place dentists, whose training 
and ethics require them to 

1 accept total responsibility for 
the health of their patients, in a 

jpsoition which they would not be 
I able to accept responsibility 
I They would be put in a position 
I of accepting instructions from a 
I mechanic as to the nature and 
] degree of surgery to be per- 
I formed on the jaws or teèth of 

patient in order to permit 
| insertion by the mechanic of an 
j immediate or partial denture;

To suggest that a member of
i dental team who is the most 

Î] skilled can accept the dictation 
a of surgical procedures from an 
i unqualified person is clearly a 
5 complete breakdown of the most 
«important principles of public 
I health service, said the college.

Munsie said the question of 
I the extent to which mechanics 
lean provide dentures is a very 
|bitter problem. He recalled that 
I when it was suggested in 1962 
y that mechanics be allowed to do

■T
HOWARD GREEN

UBC Senate 
j appointment j 

for Green
Education Minister Peter-1 

j son announced Tuesday that I 
former Conservative Ex-1 
ternal Affairs Minister I 
Howard Green has been S 
appointed to the Senate of | 
the University of B.C. The | 
appointment is for three |

I years.
Green, who represented 1 

I Vancouver ridings in the \ 
S Commons from 1935 to 1963, 

native of this province.
I He was bom and attended j 

school at Kaslo, attended the a 
I University of Toronto and r 
I Osgoode Hall Law School,
I and was called to the Bar in j 
I B.C. in 1922.

immediate dentures and pre­
cluded from doing partial den­
tures, he rejected the idea.

Said Munsie: “My view is 
consistent. The dental health Tof 
the public is not negotiable. Yet 
the mechanics’ proposals wogld 
allow them to act for the public 
without having the responsi­
bility.”

Under present legislation, 
mechanics are permitted to 
make only full dentures and 
must receive a certificate of 
oral health from either a dentist 
or doctor. They are not allowed 
to do immediate or partial 
dentures.

For immediate dentures 
mechanics take impressions of fc 
the teeth of a patient who then 
goes to a dentist to have his : 
teeth extracted and his mouth 
treated in preparation for inser- [ 
tion of the dentures made by ; 
the mechanic.

Said the college: “Legislationj 
permitting mechanics to deal: 
directly with the public has 
been tried and found wanting in 
many countries and jurisdic­
tions. The mechanics of this 
province have already en­
croached, without either ade­
quate training or safeguards to 
the public, on a field which 
demands the highest order of 
professional competence. In the 
public interest they should not 
be permitted any further en­
croachment.”

Discipline 
is denied
A former president of the 

College of Dental Surgeons has 
denied a charge that dentists 

1 have been disciplined for law- 
Hfully co-operating with dental 

mechanics.

*: The charge was made at a 
"hearing of a special legislative 
committee last week by Dr. 
Gordon Shrum, former chair- 

P. man of the Dental Technicians’ 
Board.

t:..,

Wesley P. Munsie filed a 
[sworn affidavit with the com­
mittee Tuesday, categorically 

■ [denying the accusation.
Shrum was board chairman 

from 1958 to 1965. Munsie said 
he was college president be- 

: tween 1961 and 1965.
j In his affidavit, he said no 
!dentist was ever disciplined or!’ 
prosecuted for lawfully co-e 

A ; operating with a mechanic, I 
: whether by signing a certificate |

1 I of oral health or in any other W

He said prosecutions were 
only made when allegations1 

; were made that both a dentist 
and a mechanic or technician 
were in breach of the Dentistry ft- 
Act and the Dental Technicians’ | 
Act.ï?

•‘ .... v s
Shrum claimed he knew 

two cases where dentists had 
been disciplined.

of,„)

ompensation

Hint of delay 
provokes row

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — An indication by î ject of urgent and continuing 

tahor Minister Peterson that] studies by members of my de ,
I the government may not have partment and the WCB."
•Inew workmen’s compensation Leo Nimsick (NDP, Cran-1 
'legislation ready for this ses- brook), a doged critic of the! 
;,ion provoked a bitter row in government on compensation ^ 

■ the legislature Tuesday night, matters, bitterly condemned the . 
b4'1 The comment was greeted government for what he called! 

... .'shame" from the lack of action,
bwlt*1 t:,nef h 'h„s I "What you have done out of|
A 0PsïïdtlPeterson "A lot of the!the compensation report, youj 

Said PnfiMii„ns of the Tvsoc could have done four years Ia Roya'l Commission have already ago," he shouted. "You put in| 
a ttoyai vumi , few measly increases in benelPibcen .mpemented and he ms ^ (oughl ,1
I benefits m B.C. are »|yMr|. Yol, don’t need a myall
|lh"The report was nearly four commission to bring in legisla j 
Sve.rs .n the making and lt.on at this seasiom 1
I think we have acted with dis-1 
I patch. We are looking into un i 
] touched areas. I

T don’t know if we will have t 
■(legislation this session. 1 want!
|il at the earliest moment. The g 
t remaining features are the suh-t



$8.3 million increase 
in school aidr.

.
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The provincial 
government is to increase oper­
ating grants to school districts 
by $8.3 million.

| Education Minister Peterson 
; said in the legislature Tuesday 

the overall cost of what is called 
the basic program, on which the 

| goverment is committed to pay 
} up to 50 percent, is to be re- 
$§§ vised upward.

The teacher salary grant 
I schedule, one factor on which 
j - the program is calculated, is to 

be increased from a range of 
:$2,600-$7,960 to $2.800-$8.460. It 
I will cover the six teacher cer- 
gtificate classifications.

Peterson said the new range 
h:is approximately 90 per cent of 

actual teacher salaries,in 1965. 
(The previous range was based 

I on 95 per cent of the actual 
gsalaries of 1960).

The minister said the govern- 
| ment believes that since school 
j districts have a responsibility 

l°r operating the schools m 'Æ

wmmm

■—..... .... ,
their districts they should also l
bear some of the financial res-1 

' ponsibility.
J V ‘ In additic

will increase the allowance forP 
. ; administrative and other opérât I

ing costs by $50 from $2,560 to I 
! $2.610 per approved teacher. 
This is also the first revision in|! 

‘this grant since 1960.
The basic program which the II 

government is committed to [ 
share is based on a complicated |

.. formula comprising the grants; 
under the salary grant schedule, [ 
the $2,610 grant and a $5 per 
pupil administration g r a n 1.1 
From this is deducted revenue^ 
from a fixed mill rate set an-| 
nually by the government.

This rate is not set until | 
April when school district bud- • i 
gets are received by the de-| 
partment of education.

“I hope we will be able to fi 
strike a basic mill rate so that!, 
we will be paying even morel 
than the half of the basic pro-; ] 
gram,” said the minister. ™g El—..

Peterson told the House direct | 
1 grants to school districts 'arejj 
I being increased by $8.3 million .^ 
jor 19.7 per cent. The home-i: 
| owner grant, which by legis-| 
Elation is to be used for school! 
rj taxes, is being increased by $10 I 
j to $110.

"The $86 million in direct [; 
(1 grants and $33.6 million 
|jhomeowner grants should mean!, 
I that many homeowners will!!

pay less in school taxes in 1966 [1 
3 than in 1965," he said.

Arthur Guttman, assistant^ 
<| general secretary of the B.C. F 
; School Trustees Association,1! 
;who was in the public gallery.] 

■jwhen the announcements were;] 
Mmade, said the improvements^ 
-]]are welcome.

“But we don’t know yet| 
[whether they will go far j. 
|j enough,” he said. "We hope ri 
I this is the signal that there will |j 
a be periodic reviews, as the as-[ 
jsociation has requested fori 
Imany years.”

Bill to ratify merger 
of BCE and B.C. Power!

Five years after the B.C. i 
1 Electric takeover the govern- j 
| ment has brought in a bill to j 
B ratify the merging of the pri- 
lvate utility with the former | 
§B.C. Power Commission.

The move followed charges by I 
| Gordon Dowding (NDP-Bur-1 
gnaby) that due to an oversight, I 
I the B.C. Hydro and Power! 
[Authority had been operating il-1 
| legally for more than a year up j 
g to last July 30.

Attorney - General Bonner l 
$ would only say Tuesday, after | 
« the bill was given first reading I 
Bin the House, that it places the
■ effect of the formal merger I 
I agreement signed last August |
■ beyond question.

Bonner said the legislation is | 
3 purely precautionary and added !j 
|the merger was made in the t] 
^belief the government had all| 
necessary authority.

Dowding earlier charged the! 
I government had proclaimed the | 
,| 1964 act granting powers to B.C. I 
jj Hydro on March 23, 1964, but 1 
i failed to make one key section | 
I operative.

This section, giving the | 
I authority power to generate and h 
u supply electricity and fulfil all j 
I its other services, was pro-1 
I claimed only on July 30, 1965, [ 
] according to Dowding.

"The interesting question 1 
[arises as to what happens to all I 
|the powers exercised by B.C. I

| Hydro during the interim be-y 
I tween March 23, 1964, and July | 

10, 1965,” he said.
Dowding told the House dur-1 

[ing the budget debate that the g 
j government would be forced to j 
I bring in a validating statute.

Premier Bennett said at the I 
| time the government was look-1 
! ing into the possibility that this [ 
| would be necessary.

Dowding argued it was neces-1 
Isary because the B.C. Hydro | 
n and Power Authority Act of 19621 
,] and the Power Development Act I 
a of 1961 were both declared ultra | 
] vires by the courts.

The bill contains a schedule I 
| which sets out the formal merg- F 
I er agreement signed last Aug. | 

20.
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■ '•hot rowotters s
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“The minister had no right to Peterson: “It certainly was.’’ 
send a copy to the defeated premier Bennett intervened ! 
candidate.” on what he called a point of j

Peterson jumped to. *11S,^ personal privilege and shouted| 
and accused Hartley of publish- jn^Q mjCrophone: “When a 
ing his original letter to the person irrites an open letter toi 
minister. any person, the answer is open1

“My letter to you was an open as welj -» 
letter and it stated so at the top
of the sheet,” shouted Hartley. Opposition Leader Strachan 
“I see nowhere on your reply called the minister’s action a

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — An exchange of 
! letters between Labor Minister 
| Peterson and William Hartley 
(NDP—Yale) led to one of the
bitterest hassles in the legisla­
ture this session.

The letters arose out of the 
Craigmont Mines labor dispute 
where the Steelworkers Union 
has been on strike for several 

J months.
Hartley, in the House Wed- 

jnesday, charged that Peterson 
! had overstepped the mark by 
\ sending a copy of his own reply

that yours was an open letter.” “cheap political manoeuvre.
“In that case I won’t bother 

sending you any more letters,” 
said Peterson.

Hartley: “ 
the premier, 
my letters 
electioneering*

Peterson: —— . .
graceful conduct to publish such Hartley had the last word. He 
an open letter. Trying to play said: “The nervousness of this 
politics with the strike.” government indicates their

Hartley: “The letter the min- shame at their failure to have a 
ister wrote was not an open policy in the department of

John Squire (NDP-Alberni) j 
said: “How can we other MLAs! 
be sure you won’t do the same

^_________ to us. You should be ashamed of
He doesn’t answer yourself.” 
either. Are you, Peterson: “I will do the same 
?” I if you send an open letter to
T think it’s dis-! me.”

to the letter to the defeated 
j Socred candidate in Yale, Irvine 
Corbett.

I “This letter in reply to mine 
was published in a newspaper 

; and I ask the ministèr now if it 
is government policy to send 

! copies of letters to an MLA to 
| a defeated Socred candidate,”

letter.I he said.
miitiitiSMi

Gerda hard Buttle. protest

Chemical
killers
queried

Chemicals used in ir

W JfHp

to match
By IAN STREET 

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Nothing in this legislature can take the 
headlines from Gerda Munsinger. This session has be­
come deadly dull.

When a member complained about slow irom a western Mines opera-i ‘ 
&. tions in Strathcona Park onte’ 
| Vancouver Island, a special 
: . legislative committee was told I® 

Wednesday.
A group of biology students te 

from Victoria University said 
I they are concerned that fish and ^ i’ 

other life in Buttle Lake ande$|jj 
other nearby lakes may be 

6 ruined by poisons in waste frohilfl 
£ the mine.

Western Mines is preparing a 
mine for production . and is v | 

i seeking authority to build a ;! 
ÿ townsite within the park.
“ It has said it plans to divert «Ml 
V tailings from the mine into the Ml 
; lake but has given assurances Eps 
fi there will be no pollution. 
i Bob Hearst, spokesman forgfl 

the student group, said poisons 
| may be contained in the waste H 

or tailings from the mine. He H 
said there has been no proper g| 
biological study of the lake or B 
the effects of pollution.

He said mine wastes contain ■
I three chemicals used in separat- V I 
ling ore from mine material: H 
Copper sulphate, sodium cyan- 88 
ide and zinc sulphate.

He said it is known that even |f| 
trace amounts of cyanide or H 
copper sulphate would kill living H 
things. He claimed the algae on g 
which other life feeds could be ■ 
killed off.

I “Until a 100 per cent guaran-^B 
tee is given that these poisons EH 
will not be permitted to enter ^B 
the water, it must be assumed H| 
that they will accumulate in theHj 
lake,” said Hearst. _________Hfl

progress
on estimates Tuesday, Premier Bennett told ‘Ue House: 
“Stay until June if you like. I live here.’’

It’s a long-standing joke that those from up-country 
don’t want to leave Victoria’s balmy climate until the 
snow has gone from their ridings. This year they had a 
head start with the session opening Jan. 27, about a week■ ----- ------- V..V. vvouiu.i U dll. U I , (U1UIH O WCCIk

■ later than usual.
I But after the throne speech debate and the budget 
| which lasted the allotted two weeks each, Bennett chose 
I to break the usual pattern by putting legislation before 
I the House.

After a week of bills as a steady diet the jaded MLAs
got down to departmental estimates.

No one knows why the premier ordered the change. 
Usually he mixes up bills and estimates to break the 
monotony.

The House bogged down on criticism of Agriculture 
Minister Frank Richter’s handling of pesticides and seems 
never to have recovered.

The same process was repeated on aid to universities. l. 
When Education Minister Peterson’s estimates were done | 
and the House moved on to labor the principal issue be- I 
came Workmen’s Compensation Board pensions.

Hours of debate were expended on each of these if 
topics but the opposition produced little if anything that \i 
was new.

The optimists among MLAs are hoping for proroga- | 
tion around March 31.

Some super-optimists feel that if all goes well the | 
closing date could be March 26.

But the premier seems to be quite content to let the I 
session run its course until April 6 or 7 if necessary.

. Bennett’s theory a pears to be let the oposition talk I 
Itself out. Little that’s new and damaging to the govern-1 
ment’s position which has been brought out this session, j| 
so why not let the opposition have every opportunity to « 
express its views?

The government obviously feels secure in its position E 
on most of the topics that have come in for the longest K 
debate this session.

This kind of game—with the opposition doing all the f 
talking but the government apparently holding all the jy

mm
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Back benchers 
urged to force
WCB changes .

The Opposition Wednesday 
„ night challenged the govern- 

L- ' B ment back benches to force the 
government to bring in Com- 

yv . pensation Act amendments in 
raj* the same way that they helped 

force Premier Bennett to re- 
| consider redistribution.

During an attack on the gov- 
I emment for failure to bring in 
a improvements in compensation, 
f Randolph Harding (NDP—Kas- 
ilo Slocan) charged that govern­
ment backbenchers fought for

I their ridings out of what he 
called self-preservation.

“But compensation is just as 
| Important as the Constitution 
pAct, under which the redistri- 
| button bill was drawn, and more 
j important,” he shouted, waving 
a his finger at the government 

I side.
During debate on the redis-,

I
tribution bill, three Socred 
backbenchers voted against the i 
government and joined the op­
position in attacking it. 1

Premier Bennett later with­
drew the bill and said he would 
split the proposed Columbia 
riding and add another seat, 
increasing the proposed number 
of ridings to 55.

Harding said Wednesday 
night: “We forced the govern­
ment to change on redistribu­
tion and we can do the same 
with compensation.

“The minister of labor is : 
derelict in his duty and I don’t 
blame him directly. He is over­
loaded with his double portfolio 
and he is unable to handle 
labor. This is the reason for| 
the delay in bringing in labor 
legislation.”

Peterson, who is education 
minister as well as labor mini­
ster, has told the House he 
cannot give any assurance that 
amendments to the Compensa­
tion Act can be introduced at 
this session.

Tedious repetition
Throughout the debate on la- 

bor department estimates, the 
1 opposition has conducted a con­
tinuing campaign to try to force 
changes now. It has been ac­
cused by the government bench­
es of tedious repetition.

Said Harding: “There is noth- 
Jjing more repetitious than people 
having trouble with the WCB, 

^receiving letter after letter ten­
ding them the board cannot see 
its way to handling their claim. 
When your seats were at stake 
(on redistribution) you were 
screaming your heads off. Com­
pensation is just as important."

Opposition members suggest­
ed the government introduce 
some kind of legislation now 
that would permit it to intro­
duce changes between sessions.

But Peterson jumped to his 
feet and declined to accept what 
he called this kind of blanket 
authority to act. He said he was 
amazed it should even be 
offered.

He said the legislation now 
being considered involved cer­
tain “gray areas” arising from 
recommendations in the Tysoe 
Royal Commission report.

Last year the legislature gave 
Peterson authority to put into

force pension increases between! 
sessions in line with recom-1 
mendations in the Tysoe report. [

Peterson earlier told the legis-l 
lature the increased pensions Lj 
may cost a lot more than the | 
estimated $20 million.

He said the figure could reach | 
$70 million, but added his [j 
department still has officials | 
working on estimates.

Peterson said later the cost of y 
living is responsible for the | 
sharp increase.

The government set up 
special fund to meet the pension j 
increases recommended by thel] 
Tysoe Royal Commission on thel 
Workmen’s Compensation Act.

It agreed to contribute $10 [ 
million over the next five years! 
to the fund, provided industry | 
did the same.

Peterson said outside the 
House there is no provision in 
the present scheme for the 
government to pick up a share 
of any increased cost if the 
special fund proves inadequate 
to the need of the pension 
scheme.

He gave the $70 million cost 
estimate in answer to opposition 
pleas for further increases in 
pensit

Won't be satisfied

Leo Nimsick (NDP - Cran-| 
brook) earlier told the govern-1 
ment: “Until we get a com-! 
mitment out of the government! 
that it is going to bring 
legislation to deal with com-1 
pensation problems, I’m not| 
| going to be satisfied.”

He reminded the government |
■ that at the last session thel 

§| House had given the govern-j

I" ment rights to introduce benefit j 
increases between sessions.
The government had done so|

I but in his opinion had done 
bad job, Nimsick said.
Nimsick said Mr. Justice 
Tysoe had recognized some of 
the inequities in present legisla­
tion. Nimsick quoted him as 
saying in his report that he 
sympathized with those who 
must depend upon pensions but 
could not feel the extra cost 

should be loaded onto industry.-:
“Sympathy is no good,” said | 
Nimsick. “It won’t buy milk, 
bread or butter to be put on the 1 
table. And why shouldn’t the L 
cost be put upon industry? It is Jj 
the workers who make the F 
wealth of industry in this | 

province.”
Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdney)l

I said the iron gate at thel! 
entrance to the WCB offices is | 
mute testimony to the attitude [ 

adopted by the board.
Workmen have to go through I

I this and past a commissionaire I 
before they can get in to the g 

board, Barrett said.
“I know of no other public |

I place except prisons where they | 
have a guard and an iron gatek 
to act as barriers to the g 

people,” he said.
At 10:30 p.m. a motion by |

I the Opposition to reduce expen-f 
diture of the office of the min-tj 
ister of labor to $1 was defeat- [] 

ed by a vote of 27-16.
The motion was put after

I Gordon Dowding (NDP-Bum- 
aby) said it was difficult to 
vote disapproval of the minis­

ter of labor since he receives 
salary as labor minister.

I Peterson receives his salary as 
minister of education.



Northern lumbermen voice 
fears for sawlog supplies
The Northern Interior Lumber! mend that pulpwood sales can- 

| Manufacturers Association is not contain more than 20 per 
1 alarmed over the possibility cent sawlog timber,” said the
that regulations under the 
government’s close utilization 
forest policy will cut down 
sawlog supplies.

In a brief to the legislative 
forestry committee, it criticized 

ruling that sales of pulp

association.
R. G. Caine, chairman of the 

association's forestry commit­
tee, agreed with a suggestion by 
Gordon Gibson (L-North Van­
couver), a member of the 

timber must not contain more j legislative committee, that saw- 
than 40 per cent of material |og operators are afraid the 
suitable for sawlogs. pulp complexes eventually |sales.

The association said this might seek permission to put in|5 y .

to the sawmill industry.
A forest service official told 

the committee the government 
doesn’t feel it practical to ask 
pulp operators to leave small 
stands of saw timber. In any 
case, regulations provide that 
pulp sales must be advertised 
for 30 days so that sawlog 
operators can protest if they 
consider there are too many 

stands in the pulpwood

regulation means pulp sales can 
contain significant and attrac­
tive sawlog stands of up to 39.9 
per cent.

‘‘Our membership is alarmed 
and frightened by the possibili­
ties that exist for swallowing 

| such stands. These volumes, 
while comprising less than 40 
per cent of high pulpwood sale, 
could be of critical importance 
to the plans of the sawlog 

I operation in the area. We 
1 strongly urge you to recom-

a sawmill.
If the economic conditions are g 

ripe for it, pulp operators-; 
might considérât profitable toy 
put in a sawmill to use sawlogsR 
in their sales, he said. The g 
sawlog operators want some ; 
protection unless they get as-g 
surance the pulp operators don’t!; 
intend to put in sawmills at J 
some future date.

. ' -

The association also suggested - , 
lat sawlog stands of more than 
» arres within * , j

„ SLd
■+

General strike threat 
seen as election issue
Premier Bennett said Wed-;he is not devoting enough 

|nesday night last year’s gen- tention to labor affairs, 
feral strike threat will be the ^ added that Strachan was; 
... , , .. an anarchist for supporting theb,g issue In the next elect,on. lthrealened tw0.d^° general®

He made the comment in the strike last fall in support ol m

Æ
■ middle of a shouting match in 
■the legislature as the govern- 
| ment was being attacked for 
Bits handling of labor relations 
|problems.

Opposition Leader Strachan 
I accused the premier of ruth- 
llessly and arrogantly threaten- 
|mg the House with an election.

Labor Minister Peterson 
I shouted that he was getting fed
■ up with opposition charges that

striking oil workers. The plan ' 
was dropped when the govern­
ment introduced a settlement | 
formula.

Opposition politicians have B 
predicted Bennett will call an | 
election late this spring.
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Resign, howls opposition

Greedy next-of-kin at centre 
of chronic care fuss—Mart»

MPMBi their responsibilityProvince Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Health Minister 

Martin charged Thursday that 
; much of the criticism of chronic 

%jcare in private hospitals comes 
• from people who see inherit- 
iances disappearing, 

sj) The remark, during debate on 
V ; health department estimates in 

the legislature, provoked a 
stormy controversy and led to. 
opposition demands for Martin'st 

■resignation.
» Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdnev) 

yf called the remark “absolutely 
• despicable.”

-TOTAL FAILURE'
■■ Said Martin: “If chronic care 

■ patients were not in private

agamst îe ministerspaign 
personally.

NO WONDER
“No wonder we are going to- 

the country and we are no, 
longer going to stand for this! 
kind of insult of ministers of a 
duly-elected government.”

Opposition Leader Strachan 
! said the premier would not be 
i getting so jumpy if the opposi­
tion were not getting through 
! chinks in the armor the mini- 
jsters “put on so well."
| He accused the premier of j 
'saying the opposition has no 
|right to criticize ministers for; 
! their lack of policies and their ' 
| inability to do the job. 
j “I can understand the pre- 
; mier wanting to protect the 
; ministers,” said Strachan. j 
“After all, he appointed them. 

iThey stand exposed as political 
I opportunists, indulging every !

Barrett: “This is the most 
absurd, ridiculous statement 
and if nothing else should 
happen, this minister should 

• resign. I am fed up with having 
; you get up in this House, avoid 
’ ; answering questions and giving 

giggling little stories that are 
absolutely meaningless.”

Randolph Harding (NDP— 
| j Kaslo Slocan) launched a bitier 

attack on the government for 
the definition it is using to 
qualify people for care under its; 

M extended care program, 
j He quoted from the definition:

• “An eligible patient will be 
"4 unable to walk or use a 
-'wheelchair without assistance 

; and be completely unable or 
substantially unable to care for 

! *., himself.”
â Said Harding: “The reason we 

have so many chronic sufferers

hospitals, many of them would!
be in boarding homes where! 
they would still have to pay —
although it would be less, .of 

But many of them'course.
choose and prefer a room in a g 
'.private hospital, even at higher h 
.rates. They really belong ini 
(boarding homes but many of 8 
:them are very happy in privates 
'hospitals.

“But their next-of-kin don’t; 
like it. The next-of-kin get very! 
angry because they see inherit-jj, 
ances disappearing.”

Said Barrett: “The ministers 
has been a total failure in this!

! area in his department. It is not 
! longer a joke. It is not good! 
I enough for the minister to get I 
iup telling funny stories.

BIG SIGNS
l “I have seen campaign 
lposters with big signs saying 

‘chronic care for all.’ But the 
j most terrible statement by the 
-’minister of health in my
.ihearing was the statement that 
jthe next-of-kin, were trying to 
jdodge their responsibility.”

Martin: “I did not say 
^anybody was trying to dodge]

! in shame. Your department] 
! should draft a different defini-j 
tion. If, you say everybody can 
have chronic care, then draft 
material to give it to them.”

; Martin said the definition was 
laid down by the federal 
government and if the province 
did not accept it, there would be | 

[no contribution from Ottawa. 
i The mounting opposition at­
tack prompted Premier Bennett 
to accuse the opposition of 
conducting a deliberate cam­

Meanwhile, back at the ranch
In politics, fortunately, some- 

I thing is always changing. A few 
years ago there was constant criti- 

! cisra of the perforrhance of B.C.'s 
legislature. It was held up as an 

I example of the kind of behavior 
that legislators should never in­
dulge in—petty, bad tempered, vio­
lent, even vicious.

I Ottawa was then held up as an 
example of a better way of han­
dling things. No more. Recent 

I events in Parliament have shaken

or at least in the people who pres­
ently compose it 

But its antics have been so fasci­
nating, in a sick sort of way, that 
it is almost a surprise to realize 
that the legislature still grinds 
away in Victoria.

It had its moments of attention 
early in the sitting. There was a 
gigantic budget; and occasionally 
there were moments when Premier 
Bennett seeme^bout to pull an 
election. W 

The rest has Been, if not silence,

that an election call would depend ! 
on what happened during the sit- ( 
ting. There has been no sign of l 
anything remotely approaching aj 
genuine election issue.

Nothing that has happened ink 
the last couple of months in Vic-| 
toria merits consideration as the! 
sort of issue that only the public! 
can resolve. Therefore the premier I 
should forget such notions and go I 
quietly about his business, which is I 
administration of the province’s I 

it growth and development. ____ Jith in that institution duress. The premier did
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Victoria comment

Wilderness to spare?

Mechanics

By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — What price the preservation 
of our wilderness?

In this province with its huge park areas, 
according to recreation Minister Kiernan, 
the price shouldn’t run too high.

By this he means the government isn’t 
anxious to spend large sums of money on 
the purchase of Crown-granted mineral 
claims and timber berths just for the sake 
of preserving wilderness.

Kiernan doesn’t place too much stock on 
the total park acreage in the province.

Nevertheless he did review our situation 
this week in relation to other provinces.

B.C. now has more wildnemess within 
provincial boundaries than any province 
except Quebec. Add to this the federal 
parks in the province and we have 73 
square miles of park for each 100,000 
population. No other province comes close 
to matching this, Kiernan claims.

The minister was asked whether this 
meant he was advocating that nothing 
further be done to preserve wilderness. His 
reply: “I do say we don’t need to pay a big 
price to preserve wilderness.”

In making this claim, Keman is challeng­
ing the conservation-minded groups who 
argue that the government would be 
justified in buying up all alienations within 
park boundaries.

First of all, Kiernan argues, alienations 
only exist in half a dozen of the largest 
parks.

There are practical problems involved in 
setting a fair value on rights granted by the 
Crown in the past, he claims.

Timber berths are relatively easy to put a
rice on. But what about mineral claims?
jThe difference between a geologically

interesting mineral showing and an ore 
body worth mining can be hundreds of 
thousands or even millions of dollars, 
Kiernan says.

And until an ore body is proven the value 
remains matter of opinion.

Kiernan hazarded a guess as to what the 
Myra Creek claims owned by Western 
Mines Ltd. in Strathcona Park might be 
worth if the government had to buy them 
out.

Mining company officials appearing be­
fore a special legislative committee which 
is currently studying the problem said 
approximately $11 million had gone into 
development work so far.

But Kiernan said he thought an appraisal 
of the value of these claims could run 
between $30 and $40 million.

If the province had this kind of money to 
spend on park acquisition, and Kiernan 
made it clear that it doesn’t, he told the 
committee “In my opinion it could be spent 
more advantageously elsewhere.”

Kiernan claims several smaller and more 
strategically located park and recreational 
areas could be acquired for what it would 
cost to buy out Western Mines.

There are some pretty strong indications, 
however, that the government would like to 
trade Western Mines the property around 
the mine for a section of a new parkland on 
Forbidden Plateau.

The government has been eyeing 25,000 
acres of this choice land adjoining the park 
for some time and there have even been 
some negotiations with the CPR for its 
purchase.

Western Mines could hardly be expected 
to buy the whole amount but even a section 
could increase the recreational value of 
Strathcona Park.

Dentists
termed
afraid

Conner eases flow of liquor 
to more Vancouver cabarets
Province Victoria Bnrean 

VICTORIA—The government 
I » going to amend the Liquor 
I Act to permit licensing of
■ more cabarets and help solve
■ Vttcouvcr’s trouble with illegal 
■bottle-under-the-table nightspots.
I Atomey - General Bonner 
| Thursday night brought in 

idments to the act which 
create a new cabaret li- 

The bill, given first 
ung, gives a t>road defini- 

I . °* a cabaret as a place
■ «were liquor, food and entér­
inent are provided for the

mer said details of the 
; cabaret licence will be 
Med by regulation after 
-Ver has had a chance

to draw up its new bylaw.
(Socred MLA attacks liquor 

policy. See Page 2. Legislature 
news on page 6).

City council has agreed to 
co-operate, the attorney-general 
said, by not granting civic 
cabaret licences to any estab­
lishment which doesn’t meet 
standards set out in the Liquor 
Control Board regulations.

This would eliminate overlap- 
pign definitions of a cabaret 
which now are causing most 
of the enforcement troubles, 
Bonner said.

Now city council licenses a 
total of 35 cabarets but only 
14 of these sell liquor.

Bonner said 14 of the civic- 
licensed cabarets have never 
applied to the Liquor Control

Board. Seven others have ap-1 
plied but were turned down.

The government has suggest­
ed to city council that an im- ! 
partial citizens’ committee be j 
set up to review the operations I 
of the seven cabarets which j 
have been turned down. This | 
would enable the board to give 
the best among them another 
chance to satisfy regulations.

Proposed amendments would 
also raise the maximum fine 
for minors found in licensed 
premises to $150. It reduces 
the maximum fine for waiters 
and licencees On first offence 
from $300 to $150.

A licencee is liable to a maxi­
mum fine of $2,000 on second 
and subsequent infractions. |

1 The Public Denturists Society i! 
Thursday accused dentists of 

j opposing public dental mech- 
anics because they fear com-1 
petition.

Under present legislation, j 
dental mechanics — or dentur-1 
ists, as they call themselves —

| are permitted to deal directly 
;with the public in making 
| dentures. But they must first

[receive a certificate of oral 
health from the patient, sup­
plied by a dentist or a doctor.

In a brief presented earlier to 
a special legislative committee, 
the society said mechanics 

^should be allowed to do certain j 
other work.

REPEAL ASKED 
The College of Dental Sur- ;; 

geons, in a later brief, called 
for repeal of the legislation and; 
said the dental health of the 
public is not negotiable. If the 
law is not repealed, it wants | 
present restrictions rigidly en­
forced and no new licences ■ 
issued to mechanics.

In rebuttal, the mechanics; 
told the committee Wednesday 
there is no evidence the public’s; 
dental health is being impaired; 
under the present set up. It; 
went on:

“If the public interest is best?, 
served under the present legis­
lation, and if there is a true 

; ji economic benefit by reason of : 
independent competition, and if 
there is no evidence on which 
the committee could conclude 

that the public health has been 
g endangered, then we ask why 

the college so vigorously op- 
| poses our right to serve the 
® public.

‘VERY SIMPLE’
“Our answer is very simple. 

|lt is the risk of economic 
competition and no other. We 
do not consider this a proper 
reason to protect the profession 
from the competence of other 
persons rendering a service to 
the public.”

College officials at the com- 
; mittee hearing objected to the 
extent of the mechanics’ re­
buttal and asked permission to 
submit another f)rief. But they 
agreed instead to send a letter 
to the committee after mem­
bers objected that^i new brief 
would allow the argument to go 
on ad infinitum.

'
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activity
blamed in the legislature Thurs- in the province — where 
day for what an opposition, authorities have been forced to 
member termed a serious medi- make some unprecedented 

Hj^Hcal crisis in B.C. moves.
B Dr. Pat McGeer (L-Point Doctors were asked to get 

■ Grey) made the charge during their patients out of VGH 
■■I debate on health department soon as possible to free beds for 

estimates. those on the long waiting list.
“The chain of events has been This didn't work, McGeer said,

“ Be

■just like! 
‘lien with!

“The —____________ -
H clearly laid before the minister because sick people can't 

CKIZSffiES year after vear in this House." moved until they are well.

m

■ é

■ • said McGeer. “Anyone would be i General practitioners on the 
foolish to deny" that medical hospital’s visiting list have also 
care has been seriously jeopar- been warned by VGH authori- 
dized as a result of this man ties that they may be denied the 
being minister.” use of emergency facilities in

McGeer said a deplorable future for seriously ill patients 
hospital situation is illustrated | tvho can’t get a regular bed, he 
by Vancouver General Hospital said..

chicks’
Mfi M9I

Warnings ignored
$5

mt

McGeer said he quoted hos-,300 beds after spending 
pital authorities and doctors! million/'.the minister said, 
because in past years the! Martin toW the House this): 
government had chosen to të" I was an example of the “great i 

„nore opposition warnings that c|oak o{ apathy that hangs over[
Sethis situation was developing.;the hospilal sitliation in V»n-|

—^■5 “Do you believe us now, Mr. -
HPl'Minister?" the Liberal member .

1 asked | The growth of VGH into the
t, ,. . . . . . : largest general hospital in the

• ve . ‘i i, 'T'le .crms lsJ.no Commonwealth is due to the..____ _______
in hospital beds but in medical ,act ,hal Vancouver city council 
care. Medical standards in this unti| rcccnUy denied eight other* 

city hospitals a share of money ■
1 Kulnur funrlc fne hncnitnl non

guard our health are im­
paired in that function by the

?i province are in jeopardy.
issu d.uü ««“«rszu

struction, said Martin.

Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP— j 
Grand Forks—Greenwood), only 
woman MLA in the legislature, 
had a running battle Thursday ^ 
night with Deputy Speaker |jl 
Speare and opposition MLAs i f 
over charges by Premier Ben- r 
nett that Agriculture Minister j âp 
Richter was unfairly attacked, 

Earlier in the day, the pre-1 
] mier had accused the opposi-1 

. ;, jtion of conducting personal cam-1 
i-' paigns against cabinet minis-1 

■pens.
.j Mrs. Haggen said the premier j 

" i was behaving like a mother |!
• j ben with her chicks, thinking haj 

her children could do no harm Hgjg 
feor wrong.

She recalled her criticism of|
Richter for what she called it!_
failure to act to help farmers jr| 
whose farms have been closed 
because of pesticide contamina- f 
"tion.

:ïineptitude of the minister and ,, He,.den^d McGeer’s charge 
i this government ” that lhere 15 stlU a long waitmg
I Martin replied: “The doctor for elective surSery 
h member (McGeer) is out of the
It main stream of hospital life 

“He comes down out of his 
■S ivory tower at the university 

and mills around among people
■ who don’t know what they are
■ talking about and dumps the 
^■information he has gathered in

your laps — gentlemen, be ver;
■ careful."

McGeer said the

Baalrwhat 
1 ■■^■■||do?” she

I (The provincii

1
If the minister felt that what 1_. 

I said was wrong, why did he 
go into my area and do exactly j 

‘ we were asking him to|

r

---------  «—x. x..x, minister
doesn’t need initiative to correct 

S the situation. “He just has to 
have the wits to take good 
atjvlce,” he said.

The government must lose no 
time in ordering a comprehen­
sive report on acute, chronic, 
mental and other hospital needs 
throughout the province over 
the next 10 years, said McGeer.

It should also set up a 
hospital financing corporation — 
using the $91 million which 
Liberals claim it has short­
changed the hospital system on 
sales tax revenues since 1954.

Martin said in his reply the 
government’s biggest mistake 
was to give too much leadership 
to local hospital boards.

“You get so far ahead they 
lose sight of you, and that is 
exactly what has happened,” 
the minister said.

The government criticised 
VGH authorities for cutting 
back the Centennial Pavilion 
from the original 900 beds to 500 
beds, Martin said. Then the 
hospital decided when the Cen-

I its 200 beds.

VGH.
The minister insisted the list 

was negligible but the ’ Liberal fl 
member rose to give the House 
figures showing that on Feb. 22 
there were 776 names on the 
list.

I have discussed the situa­
tion with hospital administra­
tors and I can report that none 
of them seem alarmed," said ■■LM-__M 
Marlin.

provincial government

Homeowners 
protected 
under bill
A bill protecting property 

owners against sharp increases 
.-in assessments was introduced 
in the législature Thursday 
night.

Attorney-General Bonner said 
later the bill has widespread 
application but is of general in­
terest to homeowners.

It would limit assessment in- 
reases in any one year to a 

maximum of five per cent.
Another section of the bill I 

amending statute laws gives B 
the attorney-general’s depart-1 
ment wider powers to investi-1 

trading in securities. j 
The rate of interest on Paci­

fic Great Eastern

B bought 400 head of cattle in
■■■■the

^ Speare ruled her out of order 
because she was making her 
comments during health depart­
ment estimates. But Mrs. Hag- 

|gen persisted against the gavel­
banging of the deputy speaker 
and the shouts of the govern­
ment backbenchers.

Recreation Minister Kiernan 
said her remarks were a viola­
tion of the rules of the House 
and “there was a limit to the 
special dispensation she could 

Ejppjmgg expect.r "
I ■

■ i«i'3*5® v

I m

— -----——----—-----  _---rn- - ——- Railway
tennial block opened to close sinking funds is to be increas- 
down the Laurel Pavilion with fd fro“ four to five per cent

to counter the
per cent I 

current tight I
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Don 7 you dare have fun !
The provincial government refuses to 

relax B.C.’s liquor laws because it is 
afraid of the Women’s Christian Tem­
perance Union, says Social Credit MLA 
Ernie LeCours.

“The WCTU has only 1,000 members 
in B.C., but it ignores the wishes of al­
most two million people to impose its 
own wishes,” he told an audience of 19 
students at UBC Thursday.

WCTU members “cause all the 
trouble,” he said. “It is cowardly of the 

to bend to the WCTU's de­

mands. And it’s hypocritical because 
Victoria derives considerable revenue 
from liquor.

“Lots of people who oppose liquor 
do so because liquor makes people feel 
good—and they can’t stand that.”

The Socrcd cabinet sits in an ivory 
tower, he said. “If they got out and rub­
bed elbows with people in the streets, 
maybe there would be some changes.”

LeCours advocated selling beer and 
wine in corner stores, “so the husband

few with the boys at a pub, only to 
end up staying all evening and being 
rolled out of the door.”

He said a bill to be proposed in the 
legislature for compulsory breathalyzer 
tests of impaired drivers would make 
policemen both judge and jury.

“There’s a great danger that over-en­
thusiastic young policeman—about whom 
I have received many complaints— 
would throw their weight around, par-

coming home isn’t tempted to have a ticularly with young people.j government

mMÊÊÊÊMÊÊM



forests

Saturday, March 19, I96fi

What plug 
— and when? Problems

VICTORIA — The corridor 
; gossips have been enjoying a 

i|heyday around the legislature 
I for the past week. They 
^whisper conspiratorially : 

“The premier says he’s going 
to pull the plug tonight. ' But 
ask what that means and they 
look blank and drift away.

What Premier Bennett has 
done on a couple of occasions 
is to make one of his arm- 
waving attacks on the opposi­
tion which include dark 
threats of an election.

This is his count of possible 
election issues as it now

By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

stands: opposition obstruction 
(little has been said on this as 
the session progresses); the 
threat of a general strike last 
fall (outdated but still capable 
of arousing some resent­
ments); and vicious and un­
fair attacks on cabinet min-

“No wonder we’re going to 
the country,” storms the 
premier, which immediately 
makes some opposition mem- Kp 
hers seriously wonder whether 
there is going to be an 
election in the near future 
after all.

d ■ ■ I par­adise

Socred popularity down 
— but NDP can't prove if

■ -

m j■; 'iXv $6,

•> V. ;

Opposition Leader Strachan 
has a theory that the govern­
ment’s public opinion polls 
show that the popularity of 
Social Credit is slipping. It 

t must remain only a theory, he 
%says, because the NDP has no 

money to carry out its own 
ig; polls.
P*: But this is the reason 

behind the premier’s ap­
parently unmotivated out­
bursts, Strachan claims. The 
opposition is deliberately, 
though not without some 
trepidation, sitting back to 

| wait and see what comes of it 
all.

Is the government more 
vulnerable to opposition criti­
cism this session? Strachan 
claims that it is, pointing to 
the holes torn by critics in the 
gov ernment’s agriculture, 
labor and health programs in 
the debate on estimates.

These apparent gains, how­
ever, have been rendered less 
effective by the refusal of 
various ministers to answer 
key questions. Still, Strachan 
feels that time is on the side 
of the opposition because the 
facts will come to light in 
time, then, presumably, to be 
used against the government.

When opposition opposes, 
Bennett found to be touchy

The premier’s recent out­
bursts in the House have been 
| nothing more than an attempt 
I to gloss over this vulnerability 
| on the part of the govern- 
gment. according to Strachan.

He points out that Bennett 
*is fond of saying it is the duty 
I of the government to lead and 
g the opposition to oppose. But 
I when faced with opposition to 
I government policies in the 
■ legislature this becomes ob­

struction and a vicious per- 
I sonal attack on ministers.

premier either 
democracy

“The

doesn’t.” says Strachan, “and 
it’s obvious from his be­
haviour in the House that he
doesn’t.”

Liberal Leader Ray Per­
rault says he believes the 
premier’s outbursts this week 
have been entirely spurious. 
But the Liberals have a hunch 
that the government is casting 
around for an excuse to 
dissolve the House and call an 
immediate election.

Forest areas opened up by 
slogging roads are becoming a 

great new recreational paradise, 
according to figures produced 
before a legislative committee 
Friday.

Statistics presented by Mac- 
jMillan, Bloedel & Powell River 
Ltd., Crown Zellerbach 
(Canada) Ltd. and Canadian 
Forests Products Ltd. showed 

; that last year more than 111,000| 
BE] people used the newly opened 

" * * areas.
MacMillan, Bloedel alone has 

3.016 miles of roads which it has 
opened to the general public 
under certain regulations de­
signed to protect the forests 

-against fire and workmen 
I against injury. The company 
last year issued 56,861 road 
access permits for people want­
ing to hunt, fish, boat or simply

GATES LIFTED
Crown Zellerbach issued 30.- 

000 permits for people wanting] 
to use the 600 miles of roads in 
timberlands under its control. 
Canadian Forest Products gave 
out 24,500.

All companies said opening 
the roads represented a cost 
item for them.

Said the Crown Zellerbach 
brief: “While we are continuing 
to grant access to private lands 
as a convenience to the public, 
It is only fair to state that it is 
being done at considerable 
expense and inconvenience to 
{the company and in the face of 
constant threat of large scale 
|fires, mounting irresponsibility 
by a small minority and the 
lever-present legal and statutory 
[liabilities.”

SOME SNAGS
MacMillan, Bloedel said its 

access program has not been 
achieved without some problems 
and listed thefts of power saws, 
operators’ tools, fire extinguish­
ers, gasoline and other equip­
ment.

The brief recalled one incident 
where a hunter’s rifle shot 
[partly severed a guy-line on a 
tree. Had it not been noticed, 
[the guy-line could have parted 
and killed workers. In another 
incident a bolt had been placed 

the swing gears of a shovel 
tader. If the operator had not 
ioticed it and started the 
achine there could have been 
serious hazard.
A fire in the Kelsey Bay 

_jvision, in which 27 million! 
board feet of timber was des­
troyed, was attributed to an un-j 

iwn hunter, the company 
aid.
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Vote 
jitters 
grow
Redistribution 

debate over
Province Victoria* Bureau

VICTORIA—MLAs on both F 
sides of the House succumbed [| 
to electionitis Friday as the p 
legislature completed the com- ; 
mittee stage of debate on the I ; 
government’s controversial re-| 
distribution bill.

The opposition tried to pin |] 
down Socred election plans dur-1 
ing discussion of a section of | 
the bill which allows extension | 
of the normal six months’ time I 
limit on calling a byelection to fj 
fill the vacant North Okanagan | 
seat.

Opposition leader Strachan | 
wanted to know why the gov-1 
ernment was willing to allow fj

people of North Okanagan |
I to go unrepresented until after j 
I Oct. 1 if there is no general |g 
>1 election in the meantime.

NO COMMENT 
Provincial Secretary Black 

refused to be drawn into hint- |j 
ing at the government’s elec- ' 
tion plans. He said the section 
was merely to cover any even­
tuality which might arise in the ; 
next few months. " 

h “I administer the Election 1*
: " Act,” Black told the House. “I j 

fjgj assure you that if there was ji* 
to be an election I would be 
the first to know.”

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van- - 
: couver East) said the whole ;

; ! session has been a case of the j 
j government trying to goad the 

Mil opposition into providing some ,
• good reason for an election ; 

call.
OLD CON GAME 

Black retorted that it was the 
j opposition that was playing the .
| old ctin game and said that if 
wlegislative sessions had names' 
il this one would be called ‘‘the 
jj abuse session.”

The redistribution bill was jfj 
|reported complete with amend-]
[i ment, ruling out all but a re-g 
>1 mote possibility of any further 
J changes. It comes up for third! ; 
l and final reading at a later |
| sitting of the House.

It went through Friday de-1 
J spite .opposition demands that!

recom- !

f - changes proposed by the gov 
ernment adding two seats to' 
the north and one extra for the 
Kootcnays for a total of 55.

I should he referred to the Angus 1 
jT royal commission for further 

^MBptudy.
n Both l iberal and NDP mem- 
jbers said the Lower Mainland 
should now get more seats to '

- redress the balance contained ii 
the original Angus 

v mendations.
The Angus report recom­

mended redistribution based on % 
52 seats.

, The government bill included ( ;
154 seats and gave more seats,1 1 
i to the north than were recom-1 
mended. During committee V;1 
stage debate on the govern- 

jment bill, Harry McKay (Lib.-; ! 
IFernie) said that if the govern- - 
ment did nothing else it should : 
cut in half the massive pro- ■ 
posed riding of Columbia.

Premier Bennett accepted: 
that suggestion and withdrew 
the bill to redraft the riding.

NOT FAIR
Macdonald charged the Socred 

government considers the 
people of the Lower Mainland 
expendable politically.

‘‘You are not treating thetn j 
fairly by giving two more seats i A 
to the north, one more to the i 

‘jKootenays and then leaving the 
iLower Mainland with no more,” ‘ 
Fme said.

■W:

% , ^
W&’M

1 M »•-'
.w-M-m

Emergency ban fights 
woolly balsam aphid

■ .

The potential threat of 
| Balsam Woolly Aphid to 260 
I billion board feet of timber 
| B.C. has led to a province-wide 
| ban on the sale and shipment of 
gbalsam trees.

Announcement of the ban was 
Jmade by Resources Minister 
I Williston Friday.

The pest, prevalent in Wash­
ington and Oregon and in the 
B Maritimes, has only recently 
ibeen found in parts of lower 
| Vancouver Island and the Lower 
I Mainland.

Williston said a crash pro- 
| gram was mounted by the 
g forest service to prevent the 
I spread of the pest to extensive 
8 natural stands of balsam in the 
| Interior and along the north 
I coast. Registered nurserymen in 
| the seriously infected areas, 
Shave co-operated by not selling 
Ithe tree.

m
the Williston said the public is 

urged to assist the campaign 
against the Woolly Aphid by not 
purchasing balsam.

In addition to banning sales 
the new regulation prohibits 
transport or shipment of any 
living balsam fir tree species. 
Williston said this is necessary 
because the Aphid is spread ( 
primarily by moving of live| 
trees.

Provision is also made for the§ 
destruction of balsam nursery I 
stock. Compensation will be I 
made for destroyed stock. De- , 
tails of this aspect of the control! 
program will be announced.

Inspectors are being appoint-1 
ed under the Plant Protection L 
Act and will immediately startEj 
checking sales outlets to enforce! 
the regulation, Williston said.
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Victoria comment

McGeer gamesmanship
By IAN STREET 

Province Victoria Bureau
l VICTORIA—Physical fitness has been 

a favorite topic during the current ses- 
: sion of the Legislature.
1 It cropped up first in the form of an 

accusation that most MLAs were 4F— 
flabby, fatigable, fubsy (meaning soft 
and well-stuffed) and fossiliferous.

This and other remarks in similar vein 
were pounced on with glee by reporters 
—little knowing that in doing so they 

| were laying a trap for themselves.
Liberal Dr. Pat McGeer, fitness buff 

and chief accuser of his fellow legisla- 
Ê tors, provided the bait for the trap.
1 The YMCA is doing the best it can 

to take up some of the slack, by holding 
special fitness classes for MLAs during 
the session, according to McGeer.

“But the odds are impossible,’’ he 
said. “The new YM-YWCA building in 

|| Victoria is two long blocks from the 
ÿ Legislature. Who is going to walk that 
? far these days?”
i;: McGeer even suggested the parliamen- 

: tary dining room should be replaced by 
an exercise room. _____

lA • tiaF., 1 if®:
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Lulled into a false sense of security 
the members of the Press Gallery com­
mitted a cardinal sin for any reporter. 
They didn’t check for themselves.

They found out. too late, that besides 
talking about physical fitness half a 
dozen or so of the hardcore MLAs were 
doing something about it by regular at­
tendance at the Y.

The occasion was the annual volley­
ball contest between the Press and the 
Legislature. The end was mercifully 
quick. Three games, three victories for 
the MLAs and the Legislature had, for 
the second successive year, retained the 
sprains and strains trophy.

The score was such that not even the 
diehards among the losers wanted a 
judicial recount.

There was nothing left but to take 
refuge behind the retort of Attorney- 
General Bonner in the Legislature when 
he was being taunted as one of the 
“starch-raving mad” cabinet ministers. 
Said Bonner: “Beware of the flab that 
doesn’t show.”

McGeer’s attack on flabby legislators 
and the general lack of physical fitness 
among Canadians was designed to bol­

I

ster his contention that governments 
should promote athletics.

He proposed the holding of the first an­
nual Canadian summer games in B.C. as 
a centennial project.

Canada is to have its first winter 
games in Quebec City in February, 1967. 
McGeer noted that the federal govern­
ment was underwriting the venture to 
the extent of $367,000.

The summer games would also qualify 
for aid from Ottawa as an annual event, 
McGeer claimed, but it is up to this 
government to start the ball rolling.

B.C. has a bad reputation for isolation­
ism, said McGeer. He added: “This is 
one tangible way in which we could con­
tribute to a sense of national identity.”

McGeer didn’t go so far as to suggest 
there be an event in the annual summer 
games for members of provincial legis­
latures, much less for Press Gallery 
members.

Perhaps, for them, the answer lies in 
another suggestion made during the cur­
rent session.

Alex Macdonald (NDP-Vancouver 
East) wants to see a program in B.C. 
modelled on Britain’s rugged Outward 
Bound course.

hihhhbbuhh

Martin criticizes release 
of report on mental health

, "

I; V? v5

Province Victoria Bureau 
™ VICTORIA — Health Minister 
H Martin said Monday the Cana- 
|kj dian Mental Health Association 
K never bothered to consult him 

before criticizing the lack of 
gS, treatment facilities for emotion- 
R ally-disturbed children in B.C.
! He said the association should 

gjhave let him see the results of 
R its two-year study before mak- 
||| ing the report public.

I Community mental health 
? m | centres in Burnaby, Victoria,

I Nanaimo, Kelowna and Trail 
8are all providing important 
J treatment facilities for the emo- 

tionally-disturbed youngster and 
jjhis family, Martin said.

The minister added that his 
I department is currently plan- 
1 facilities costing an estimated 
Jning three new mental health 
I $18 million which will contain 
1 generous provision for the care 
I of the emotionally disturb 
I child.

In the advanced planning I 
J stage is a residential centre! 
I for adolescents in Burnaby and Q 
Ltenders for this $1,7 million S

project will probably be 
awarded in the fall, Martin said.

‘In addition we are develop­
ing a treatment program at 
Riverview hospital which will 
provide care for adolescents in 
a separate clinical setting,” he 
said.

A new mental health facility 
on which construction is about 
to begin,1 adjoining Royal Jubi­
lee Hospital in Victoria, will 
provide in-patient care for 20 
emotionally disturbed young­
sters and out-patient services 
for others, the minister said.

A new school for retarded 
children is also being planned, 
said Martin.

Later he claimed sewage la­
goons pose no health threat.

He was replying to a question

by Dr. Pat McGeer (L.-Vancou-f 
ver Point Grey) about the gov­
ernment’s long-term plans for 
getting rid of the lagoons and 
making B.C. communities re­
place them with regular sewer 
systems.

MtiGeer said it didn’t follow 
cause there is no scientific 
that lagoons were safe just be-1 
proof at present that mosquitoes j 
breeding in them carry diseases) 
like encephalitis..

“Our health advisors recom-| 
mend that sewage lagoons are| 
perfectly safe,” said the minis-jg 
ter.

Gordon Dowding (NDP-Buma-1 
by) said it appears the U.S.l 
Public Health Service isn’t quite! 
sure this holds true any longer.!
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Too many charges laid, 
says Bonner

""Tumr------------n——m mlii , _______ ___
VICTORIA — Attorney-General Bonner^people too manv records. I have every duce highway fatalities by 25 per cent. If it 

I says too many B.C. people arc being given j sympathy with the view that police officers succeeds, the new law will be well worth 
1 police records. 1 find their reputations lowered in the eyes of while.

In the legislature Monday he said: "Ourjlhe public simply because they have been .-Tbcse mPasures deserve a fair test "
rate of prosecution in B.C. or Canada is I made instruments of so much direction in sajd Perrault "It may be that defects
really very high and out of line with com- < this matter of offences. I have felt that wU1 bp (ound and amendments mav have 
parable experience in the U K. It seems to' efforts should be directed at permitting l0 bc made
me we should deliberately seek methods of i police officers to exercise greater jurisdic ..Bu( ,ast' vcar 50(| ,c in B c wcrc
securing public order short Of the easy lion short of charging. killed in car'accidents and had their civil -
methods which are available by prescnbtng - I am concerned with the extent to liberties removed permanently In drink- 
offences. f which charging has become part of the -jnR drivers."

Bonner was winding up debate on amend 
1 ments to the Motor Vehicle Act.

The bill, given approval in principle on 
second reading, empowers a policeman to 
take away a driver’s licence for 24 hours 
unless the driver agrees to take a blood 
alcohol test.

This section has been attacked as an !?

Canadian way of life. It is far too easy to ' . , „ „ , _ , , «jtake up a young person by charging him Ern‘e Court (Socred-Delta) also sup- *
with hitchhiking or to cause a young per- r®rt<^ th* hl11 but. *,,d ,h* pm°d during . 
son to have a record as a juvenile delin Icb a driver m,"ht he deprived of his j, 
.quent because he mav not have a licence ;bccnce sboidd be reduced from 24 to 12;

8 hours.
for his bicycle.

This is setting too many people off on 
the wrong direction and as legislators we

David Barrett (NDP—Dowdney) said the ” 
government should take the lead in in­
ducing automobile manufacturers to put

should be turning our mind to some new proven safety designs in their cars.
approaches in this thing. He said it should insist on these designs jg

I infringement of civil liberties, but 
supported by most speakers during the de 

I bate.
Another section makes mechanical testing ■ “This is why I was anxious to see this j jn cars it purchases officially and then ad-

of motor vehicles compulsory. The bill also \ legislation introduced not in the form of an : vertise these makes.
offence but in the form of permitting police .-Every olher company would soon whip *'• 
officers to be judicially firm with people | jnlo ljnc •- be saidwhom they wish not to see fall into trouble fin ,he ,ion of civil ,ibtrti„. Barrett f

or disrepute. |said: ..How do vou tell the parents of a .
Liberal Leader Perrault produced figures chjld kiHed bv a car that you are pro-

d--.r-.ag------------- ------ flnH .u. J•• £!S

I prohibits a garage from repairing a car 
I with more than $100 damage unless it has 
H a sticker signifying the accident has been 
I investigated by police 

Said Bonner We are giving too many j indicating compulsory vehicle testing and Meeting the driver's civil liberties '' 
the temporary licence suspensions tnayr^gv. BflBK&jflflHKlSKKHiHra

fore^tudy for bill

POWER PROTEST
A bill which could affect every pet owner in B.C. was

I referred to committee for further study by the legislature 
Monday.

Several MLAs objected to the far-reaching powers 
the proposed legislation would give to the Society for the 

I Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.
Gordon Dowding (NDP—Burnaby) said he opposed 

giving the society power to seize and destroy animals 
and to charge with obstruction anyone attempting to in­
terfere.

“The idea that the SPCA should act as its own law

■maker and law enforcer to me is distasteful,” said : 
Dowding.

Bert Price (SC—Vancouver Burrard) said he object-?' 
• ed to another section which gives the society power to 
sell or dispose of an animal within three days of sending ]

1 written notice to the owner, if known.
Attorney-General Bonner said the powers that mem- , 

jt bers were objecting to already exist in law but are spread 
lover six statutes. However, he agreed to send the ' 
bill to the select committee on private bills for further j 
study.

Before this could be done under standing orders of 
the House, members had to give the bill approval in 
principle.

NDP fails
bin 30 days.

ns™
The bill increases the number 

of seats from the present 52 [
to 55.

seat vote

Thc commiflsion’s redistribu 
LlC/ld y lion was on the basis of 52 [

J seats as provided in the terms
|of reference given it. The origi­
nal bill allocated 54 ridings but 
after strong opposition, some of 
it from the Socred back bench-

I Last-ditch attempts by the op- Ws, Premier Bennett later gave 
position to delay the govern- !the Kootenays one more scat by ° 
ment’s bill on redistribution of ’dividing the proposed Columbia 
constituencies in B.C. were Viding in half, 
brushed aside by Monday night. Neither James Chabot (SC- 

A motion by Opposition Lead- Columbia) nor Don Robinson 
Her Strachan that the whole (SC-Lillooet), who voted against 
|question be referred back to the the original government bill,
|royal commission on redistribu- were in the House for Monday’s 
|tion was defeated 26 to 13. vote. Arvid Lundell (SC-Revel- 

Strachan s motion was that *lok')- who °PP°scd the original 
Bthe bill not be read a third hul- voled w,th the government 
=:time and that the commission M°nda> night, 

j should reconsider redistribution The bill was later given third 
g and report back to the House Reading by a vote of 26 to 15
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House supports police bid 
for right to legal counsel
Vancouver policemen should 

S .'4 have the right to legal counsel 
[ when they appear at discipline 

1 hearings and appeals against 
|B dismissal, the legislature de- 

E cided Monday.
Otherwise, the House was 

told by the private bills com- 
mittee. present appeal proce- 

?• dures for the Vancouver force 
f are adequate.

MLAs accepted the commit­
'll.’..'tee report which recommended 

4‘v that the city police commission 
■T provide by regulation the right 

; I of policemen to be represented 
|by counsel at hearings.

It said no charter amendment 
! was necessary to bring this in- 

to force.
The committee rejected a 

| Vancouver Police Union bid to 
jj amend the city charter so that 
:] appeals against dismissal would 
| go to the Provincial Labor Re- 
I lations Board as well as a 
j judge.

Alex Macdonald (NDP-rVan- 
| couver-East), one of 13 MLAs 

the committee, told the 
I House that in his view city 
i] policemen now don't have a 
S genuine right of appeal to the

can’t bring in a new finding.
“A policeman should have a 

full and untrammelled right- df ! 
appeal to a judge,” said Mac­
donald. “The judge should be 
able, if he so decides, to re­
verse the findings of the police 
commission and chief con­
stable.”
.Committee Chairman Alex 

M a 11 h e w (SC - Vancouver 
Centre) said he agreed with 
Macdonald but had to abide by 
the majority decision in com­
mittee.

Gordon Dowding (NDP-Burn-1 
aby) said some other commit-1 
tee members also felt there | 
should be a more adequate N 
method of appeal in discipline | 
cases.

But, he added, the committee 1 
was powerless to change the I 
charter amendment proposed | 
by the union.

The committee did rw„.,- : 
mend, however, that the police 
union be refunded the $300 fee j]

it paid when submitting the I 
charter amendment.

The private bills committee j 
also rejected two other bills I 
which would have given profes- f 
sional status to professional en­
gineers in B.C. and to radiolo- i 
gists.

Alcoholic treatment bill

He said at present a judge 
| can only review whether the 
i police commission acted in 
] proper manner, but the court

A bill giving magistrates au­
thority to order treatment for 
chronic alcoholics appearing be- 

j fore them was given speedy ap- 
I proval in principle in the legis­
lature Monday.

| The bill defines a chronic al- 
j coholic as a person convicted of 
j three or more offences of being 

state of intoxication in a 
I public place.

It gives a magistrate the op-

| tion of suspending sentence, if I 
the person agrees to go to an j 
institution for treatment, or of 8 
ordering an indeterminate term I 
of one to 12 months in an insti- j 
tution for treatment and reha­
bilitation.

The opposition welcomed the I 
bill as a social advance in that I 
it regards alcoholism as an ill-1 
ness rather than a crime.



‘City of madness’ plan 
criticized by Barrett■

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The provincial!

I government was accused Tues 
ïjday of building a city of'; 
ji madness by putting four mental| 
i-j health institutions in one area in y 
I Burnaby.

David Barrett (NDP—Dewd-jci 
|ney) said that when theyj 
I j government builds a residence y 
I for emotionally - disturbed chil-< 
l':dren and transfers the forensic H 
|clinic from Vancouver General?, 
g Hospital to the Burnaby mental 0 
I health centre, it will have!] 
|bunched them close to the ' 
IWillingdon school for girls in 
lone area.

“You are creating a city of| 
Hmental illness,” he said.

During debate on health de-1; 
Spartment estimates, Barrettt] 
,1 and Gordon Dowding (NDP—1 
I Burnaby) appealed to the {j 
t government not to go ahead! 
fiwith the residence for emotion-] 
J ally disturbed children.

NOT BEST WAY
Both said it is not the best way | 

8 of helping these children and y 
1 would be perpetuating errors of | 
[i the past.

They said decentralization of| 
|| services and treatment provides jj 
I the best, hope of doing some-| 
I thing for the emotionally dis-1 
j j turbed, and claimed the money | 
Bfor the building could better beg 
5 used in providing more staff.

“Walls cannot reach out and§ 
| love a child, Mr. Minister,”

told Health Minister!SpBarrett 
5 -r- i Martin.

Hc sa*d *s impossible to 
B" gather under one roof 15 to 20 

children and “in one community 
of madness expect to stir them 

^ around and hope they will come 
iout sane.”

LOVE AND TRUST£-\'i
■ Services needed cannot be 
rendered in one big institution, 

,he said. Love and trust between 
psychiatrist or social worker 

I and the disturbed child are 
; among the best means of ] 
I help'

“There is no reason why the 
I money for the residence should 
j not be used for the purchase of 
lold houses in a community area, | 
1 where the number could be 

limited to six or eight children,” 
said Barrett. “These children 

I could then receive treatment as 
I part of a continual participation 

in the real world rather than in 
Î the institutional world.'

Dowding said there should bel! 
i system of day school or | ■ 

| nursery schools where children '; 
' could be screened so emotional r] 
p disturbance could be traced'?' 
Nearly and preventive treatment?! 
^ started before serious trouble of| 
1 adolescence is reached.

DISHEARTENING
He said between 5 and 10 perfi 

jjjcent of children in school are]' 
| emotionally disturbed to someji 
■degree and added it’s disheart- [ 
gening to find the government] 
|doing so little about the |

ki
ip

Martin replied that emotion ]
|îally-disturbed children present a 
■very complex problem difficult I r 
Ito define, let alone solve.

’KarlrHrciSaid Martin: “There is 
H consensus on treatment or^™"7"; 

treatment facilities There is no ;
■ common agreement as to what. •; 

should be done. Society is f.
■ moving forward with expert- 

mental programs and we have /•
,:^jthe most competent people in : { 

yV 4;the world of psychiatry advising ;•
us t f

GOING AHEAD _____
I ; “No matter what is done, it! S 

< uill be criticized. So there 
. nothing left to do but to go g 
ahead and do it. And that 
what we are doing Are the [ 
children deserving of broken- 
down old homes or the best that |

L society can give them?”
Barrett: “The minister isB 

| either voluntarily or deliber- 
ately misconstruing my re­
marks. I said the use of an 
older home does not exclude the 

; use of the therapy of love.”
Martin: “We want things to befi 

[ even better, good facilities along 
“gwith love that these children j 

lidefinitely require.''
After Martin declined to 

■answer several questions posed 
|by Alan Macfarlane (Lib.—OakiS 

Bay) about mental health facili- 
ties on Vancouver Island. Mac- J,'

! farlane accused the government : 
l of being bankrupt in its policy 
“toward these very serious* |

I problems."

NDP fears boost
■

in
The government’s proposed 

|new law to curb drinking 
j driving may in fact increase it, 
according to opposition MLAs 

i Three NDP members in the 
| legislature Tuesday voiced fears 
that the law permitting police to 

j suspend a driver’s licence if he 
j suspects the driver has been 
j drinking, may give drivers a 
certain sense of security.

Gordon Dowding (NDP-Bur- 
naby) said the new law may! 
widen the incidence of drinking 
driving because a policeman, 

(who might otherwise have con­
sidered charging a man with 
impaired driving, might simply 
decide to take away his licence.

Tony Gargrave (NDP-Mac 
kenzie) said a lot of people 
would say “Thank God that’s all 
that happened to me," if a 
policeman simply removed their 
licence for 24 hours, as pro- 
posted in the bill.

“This will result in fewer

prosecutions for impaired driv-k| 
ing,” he said.

Leo Nimsick (NDP-Cran-S 
brook) said the legislation might' 
induce a feeling among some! 
people that they can have an ' 
extra drink, thinking that the 
worst that can happen to them I 
is removal of their licence fort!
24 hours.

Attorney-General Bonner re-1 
plied: “From a practical point® 
of view, it seems to me the 
question of interest to the*] 
general public is not whether^ 
.prosecutions should go forward]! 
but whether we are being! 
effective in discouraging peoples 
who drink and drive.”

The bill was given third and! 
final reading, but Bonner in-| 
dicated it would not be put intoS 
effect until police are ade-| 
quately equipped to carry out! 
the tests prescribed in the bill.j 
There was no indication when| 
this would be.

Election expenses bill

150,000 LIMIT
A bill aimed at limiting election expenses was 1 

! introduced in the legislature Tuesday by Gordon Dowding 
I (NDP, Burnaby). . . 1

The private member’s bill proposes amendments tor 
j the Elections Act which would put a $50,000 ceiling on a -, 
I political party’s election spending.
I It would also limit candidates to spending not more 
| than 10 cents per voter in ridings of more than 20,000 i 
| electors. It makes no mention of limitations in ridings of ^ 
* less than 20,000. a

The bill would also require a party to disclose the,, 
|! source of all contributions for election purposes and a . 
ij candidate would have to do the same for contributions 
I above $25.
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Socreds Iiit Martin 
for ’song and dance'

■■■i*iP*P****|
! dance to avoid giving answers j’ 
land I, for one, am sick $nd£ 
tired of being treated in this!
way.”

As responsible officers of the ^ 
House, Le Cours said members | 

answers and \

V.iciety and Christianity is to help 
|5the sick and motherless and Uj 
, vj fathertess. Yet we lack the abil- ji 

HI ity to say ‘it shall be done.'
]' “We can send snow flying a | 

$£‘mile with a new machine and-'-J 
X this doesn’t do one thing for me. ^ 

gj And we can't solve the simple.« 
iy problem of providing an institu-j^ 

tion that can care for humanity, j,.J 
^iSurely we can tell these imfpr- 

Sjjtunate parents it won’t bevan- J 
;>.jother year before something is

I Tisdale's apparent reference ms 
Xf was to a machine developed by|| 

the highways department for [I 
«■snow clearing and which was 
j® referred to earlier in the session fa 
S^by Highways Minister Gaglardi. J 

I Don Smith (Socred-Victoria) 3 
proposed the establishment of a «3 

, j minister of human relations to JÏ 
|||deal with many of the problems |1 
-XA arising in mental health affairs M 
ligand other fields.

He said there is "a great deal 11 
Xfjto be desired in the treatment ^ 
l^of emotionally disturbed chil- 
|||dren in B.C. The minister, he || 
fcf'-lsaid, just hasn’t had the time to||| 
jffig'ivc to this particular problem.

jj are entitled to 
l should not have to take the 
I type of treatment they have 
I been getting from the minister.
I Throughout the attack Martin 
1 remained seated and did not 
I reply to the criticisms.

John Tisdale (Socred, Saan- 
ich), who has a mentally re- 

^ tarded son, recalled that three 
years ago he made a plea for 

> help for the mentally ill. At j 
l that time, he said, the emotion-1 
I ally-charged atmosphere of the : 
| House could have been cut with j 
la knife.
j He went on: “I had hoped» 
I after three years that the min- ■ 
sister would have some positive; 
I pronouncement to make. Surely , 
Iwe don’t have to have to set! 
|up organizations (of parents! 

of such children and others in- [ 
terested) to talk about these 
matters.

“The first obligation of so-1

ment knows its responsibility 
because we already have the 
minister of education accepting 

; responsibility for setting up
! special classes for these chil-; 
jdren.
j “But all questions on mental ^ 
jhealth and related affairs have j. 
,been met the same way.
! “The minister stands firmly; 
i on both feet in mid-air and 
goes into a lengthy song and;

■ m

efficient
By IAN STREET 

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The most effective commit­

tee in the legislature, as the opposition is 
fond of pointing out, is a committee of two 
— the premier and the finance minister.

Since both posts are held by Premier 
Bennett, this is obvously just another way 
of saying that the premier seems on 
occasion to snatch ideas out of the air 
apparently without bothering to discuss 
them first with his cabinet.

A classic case of this kind, according to 
the opposition, was Bennett’s broad hint to 
legislature earlier in the session that the 
government was planning new assistance to 
homebuyers requiring a modest down 
payment.

Critics hailed this as one of those vote­
getting flashes of inspiration that seem to 
come to the premier while he’s making a 
speech.

But appearances can be deceptive. 
Bennett makes no secret of the fact that he 
will borrow any good idea from anywhere 
and adapt it to the purposes of the 
government.

While doing this, however, he gives the 
appearance of wanting to avoid if possible 
giving credit where credit is due.

The premier was asked Tuesday how the 
plans for assistance to prospective home- 
buyers were coming along.

“Studies are proceeding,’’ said Bennett.
It will be another first for B.C.”
There appears to be every chance, 

however, that Britain’s Labor government

The Daily Mirror of Sept. 28, 1965, carried 
a large front-page headline which said: 
“Mortgage relief for low income families — 
Crossman’s ‘fair to all’ plan for home- 
buyers.”

The accompanying story began: “A fair 
deal for all plan to help lower paid people 
buy their own homes is being considered by 
Housing Minister Crossman.

“The plan would compensate homebuyers 
who don’t pay enough income tax to get 
relief on mortgage interest.

It was on March 1, 1966, that Premier 
Bennett told the legislature: “A person 
struggling to raise a family has not got the 
money to get a down payment to buy a 
home and it is to this group that premier 
and the minister of finance has been giving 
thought.

“We are out to help the people who help 
themselves.”

At that time the premier said he was 
looking around for a formula so that the 
government could enter a tax rental 
agreement with people who now find it 
difficult to find the down payment on a 
home.

The latest indication of Bennett’s thinking 
as set out in a corridor interview last 
Thursday is that the government is now 
considering an outright grant to cover a 
modest down payment.

The premier insists that his hint to the 
legislature wasn’t a trial balloon. But he 
admits there have been many letters in 
response to it. All the interest shown so far 
has been in favor of the move, sayswill achieve this aim first. Bennetj
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xpressway green
sou

■■W— _______
Vancouver will apply to Ottawa at; 

|once for the go-ahead on a proposed $26] 
1 million elevated waterfront expressway, 
I Mayor Rathie said Wednesday.

His statement followed Premier Ben- 
Inett’s announcement in Victoria that thej
■ provincial government is prepared to) 
I pay a third of the cost of any majoi 
IVancouver throughway construction 
['Vancouver and Ottawa will match its| 
E! contribution.
|l Rathie told The Province he considers) 
Ijthe lack of a waterfront expressway the! 
femajor block to Vancouver’s downtown 
gjdevelopment.

Compared with this, a new First Nar- 
irows crossing and an east-west through- 
I way linking with the Port Mann freeway) 
pare secondary considerations, he said.

The mayor added he will fly to Ot- 
Itawa next week if necessary to secure) 
I federal co-operation.

Rathie said the city is prepared to payl 
lits share of the expressway, which would]
■ work out to about $9 million. He said thej
■ project as a whole would cost no more 
I than the Granville Bridge would if it] 
I were built today.

The waterfront route would run from) 
■the vicinity of the Bayshore Inn, over thej 
■CPR tracks and east to about Carrall. 
lit might be designed to tie in with the 
I new Georgia Viaduct.

Premier Bennett’s announcement in

Her to any; . __
Victoria did 
particular plan.

He told the legislature this overall M 
! question of government policy had been 
! under consideration for some time, and > 
he could now announce that B.C. would p 
pay a third of throughway costs provided j 
Ottawa and the municipalities would 
match this contribution. fc

Later, outside the House, Bennett saidj 
it would be up to the city to take the' 
initiative in obtaining Ottawa’s con­
tribution of “at least” one-third.

The three-way split would apply, as; 
far as B.C. was concerned, on any suit-j 
able arrangement that Vancouver could \ 
make with the federal government, the j 
premier said.

Bennett was asked if this meant thej! 
provincial government was now pre- * 
pared to make application to Ottawa 
for re-routing of the Trans-Canada High- > 
way through Vancouver. He replied: ; 
“The answer is no.”

He refused to comment on Mayor 
Rathie’s recent $145 million bridge-free- 
way plan which includes a new First 
Narrows crossing, a waterfront freeway, 
and an east-west freeway linking with • 
the Trans-Canada Highway at Cassiar.: 

The premier made his announcement j

i j after Dr. Pat McGeer (L—Point Grey i- 
jnad pressed Highways Minister Gaglanü 
for a commitment on government con­
tributions to Vancouver freeway con­
struction programs in the next decade. 
(House discusses new narrows crossing 

ion Page 18.)
McGeer said he wanted to know what 

percentage the government was pre­
pared to contribute.

Later he told the House it was be­
yond the financial resources of local 

f authorities to contribute one-third of the 
cost of any freeway construction pro-

-1 gram. _____  _______ I
McGeer said this could go as high as 

$113 million if Bennett’s formula was ap­
plied to the Stanford Research Institute 
findings which set out a 20-year freeway 
construction program which would cost I 

I $340 million.
Premier Bennett replied: “You are 

two reports behind.” (Several freeway 
; plans, including Rathie’s. have been pro­
posed since the Stanford report came out 
in 1964.)

“You are 20 years behind the times, 
,Mr. Premier, because the money pot 
isn't available,” retorted McGeer.

->• ' ' *7*- '

Macdonald accuses Socreds 
of holding up city progress

Province Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Alex Macdonald 
| (NDP. Vancouver East) ac- 
9 cuscd the government of throw- 
I mg a sPanner into the wheels of 
I progress in Vancouver by fail- 
ling to give enough financial] 
| assistance for roads.

In the legislature Wednesday.
■ he charged that Highways Min- 
|?ster Gaglardi is passing the
■ buck to the federal government
■ on highway financing.

He told the minister: “You 
I are not the solution to the urban 
I problem. You are the problem."
I Macdonald pleaded for more
■ provincial money to be spent on 
|roads tn urban areas, particu- 
glarly Vancouver.

He said freeways go right up 
to Vancouver’s boundaries and 
then stop; “Bingo."

He said: “Traffic moves off 
the Port Mann Freeway at 70, 
miles an hour and then on city 
streets it has to crawl along at 
30 miles an hour. We have 
congestion and traffic snarls 
building up because it takes] 
three lanes of city streets to 
take traffic coming off one lane 
of freeway.’’

Through fuel taxes and 
licence fees Vancouver contri­
butes 28 per cent or $14 million 
of the revenue raised by the 
province, yet it gets in grants 
only $355,000. And, Macdonald 
said, this has been going tin for 
14 years.

“Vancouver should be the San 
Francisco of the West. It should

outpace San Francisco because 
we have the rich resources of 
the province behind "us and this 
is one of the great seaports of 
the world.

“But the city has been 
throttled and we have been 
short-change’d for 14 years."

Macdonald said he docs not 
suggest that expressways should 

• be routed through the city but 
! freeways could be suitably 
! located, designated Trans- 
Canada Highway and qualify for 
federal aid.

An east-west freeway has 
been estimated to cost $56 
million and Macdonald sug­
gested the federal share could 
be $14 million.

Gaglardi said former city 
commissioner John Oliver had 
told him he (Oliver) would have

a hard time in finding sufficient^ 
areas to spend the $350.000 in| 
grants provided by Victoria

“Why doesn't the federal 
government come up w ith a j 
policy for urban areas*” Gag-! 
lardi asked. "I have said if the| 
federal government will develop j 
such a policy, the provincial and | 
municipal-governments can then ij 
do their share We don't even g 
have to break precedent to dog 
this.

Twenty-six million dollars 
have been spent on the Second 
Narrows Bridge and Ottawa 
contributed not one five cent 
piece. Yet there are all kinds of 
precedents for their doing so. If 
Ottawa wants to participate in af 
freeway system through X an~ 
couver. let it write me a letter 
and say it will do it.”
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Socreds hit Martin 
for ‘song and dance’j

VICTORIA — Three govern- 
i ment backbenchers Tuesday 
jjnight joined opposition mem-, 
I bers in a bitter attack on Health § 
1 Minister Martin over his han-j 
Idling of mental health affairs.!

With tempers in the legisla- | 
lure rising, Ernie Le Cours, 

|(Socred, Delta) accused the 
minister of indulging in a long 

:v song and dance without answer- 
ling questions.

Said Le Cours: “The minister 
I knows full well that every vol- 
luntary organization that is con- 
Icemed with tlie health of our 
I emotionally and mentally handi­
capped children Ls crying out 
I for help. I am sure this govern- 
I ment knows its responsibility 
[’because we already have the 
ik minister of education accepting 
1 responsibility for setting up 
| special classes for these chil­
li dren.

“But all questions on mental 
I health and related affairs have 
fbeen met the same way.

“The minister stands firmly 
| on both feet in mid-air and 
: goes into a lengthy song and

Jdety and Christianity is to help j] 
!1 the sick and motherless and |j 
| fatherless. Yet we lack the abil- j 
I ity to say ‘it shall be done.’

We can send snow flying a| 
j mile with a new machine and* 

this doesn't do one thing for me.i, 
v .tAnd we can't solve the simple 

g problem of providing an institu-| 
tion that can care for humanity. J 
Surely we can tell these unfor-; 
tunate parents it won’t be an-f 
other year before something is j 
done.’’

Tisdale’s apparent references 
was to a machine developed by h 

BHüBthe highways department for 
snow clearing and which wash 
referred to earlier in the session ! 

gp3gjby Highways Minister Gaglardi. j 
£ Don Smith (Socred-Victoria)ti 

proposed the establishment of a j 
minister of human relations to | 

IS deal with many of the problems y 
; , arising in mental health affairs y 
^ "and other fields.

He said there is a great deall 
to be desired in the treatment! 
of emotionally disturbed chil-| 
dren in B.C. The minister, he| 
said, just hasn’t had the time to I 
live to this particular problem, if

dance to avoid giving answers 
|and I, for one, am sick and 
| tired of being treated in this | 
| way.”

As responsible officers of the: 
| House, Le Cours said'members 
j are entitled to answers and 
! should not have to take the 
I type of treatment they have 
| been getting from the minister.

Throughout the attack Martin 
I remained seated and did not 
I reply to the criticisms.

John Tisdale (Socred, Saan- j 
|ich), who has a mentally re­
garded son, recalled that three i 
|j years ago he made a plea for 
1 help for the mentally ill. At 
| that time, he said, the emotion- 
fl ally-charged atmosphere of the ; 
! House could have been cut with | 
I a knife.

He went on: “I had hoped « 
j after three years that the min-; 
I ister would have some positive ; 
1 pronouncement to make. Surely j 
I we don’t have to have to set j 
jup organizations (of parents j 
1 of such children and others in- ; 
Iterested) to talk about these j 
| matters.

“The first obligation of so-j

Victoria comment

'They is very efficient\
By IAN STREET 

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The most effective commit­

tee in the legislature, as the opposition is 
fond of pointing out, is a committee of two 
— the premier and the finance minister.

Since both posts are held by Premier 
Bennett, this is obvously just another way 
of saying that the premier seems on 
occasion to snatch ideas out of the air 
apparently without bothering to discuss 
them first with his cabinet.

A classic case of this kind, according to 
the opposition, was Bennett’s broad hint to 
legislature earlier in the session that the 
government was planning new assistance to 
homebuyers requiring a modest down 
payment.

Critics hailed this as one of those vote­
getting flashes of inspiration that seem to 

i come to the premier while he’s making a 
speech.

But appearances can be deceptive. 
Bennett makes no secret of the’fact that he 
will borrow any good idea from anywhere 
and adapt it to the purposes of the 
government.

While doing this, however, he gives the 
appearance of wanting to avoid if possible 
giving credit where credit is due.

The premier was asked Tuesday how the 
plans for assistance to prospective home- 

1 buyers were coming along.
“Studies are proceeding," said Bennett. 

“It will be another first for B.C."
There appears to be every chance, 

however, that Britain’s Labor government 
will achieve this aim first.

The Daily Mirror of Sept. 28, 1965, carried i 
a large front-page headline which said: 
“Mortgage relief for low income families — 
Crossman’s ‘fair to all’ plan for home- 
buyers.”

The accompanying story began: “A fair 
deal for all plan to help lower paid people 
buy their own homes is being considered by 
Housing Minister Crossman.

“The plan would compensate homebuyers 
who don’t pay enough income tax to get 
relief on mortgage interest.

It was on March 1, 1966, that Premier 
Bennett told the legislature: “A person I 
struggling to raise a family has not got the 
money to get a down payment to buy a 
home and it is to this group that premier 
and the minister of finance has been giving 
thought.

“We are out to help the people who help I 
themselves.”

At that time the premier said he was j 
looking around for a formula so that the 
government could enter a tax rental | 
agreement with people who now find it 
difficult to find the down payment on a 
home.

The latest indication of Bennett’s thinking 
as set out in a corridor interview last 
Thursday is that the government is now 
considering an outright grant to cover a 
modest down payment.

The premier insists that his hint to the 
legislature wasn’t a trial balloon. But he 
admits there have been many letters in 
response to it. All the interest shown so far 
has been in favor of the move, says 
Bennetj.
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Vancouver will apply to Ottawa at* 
Bonce for the go-ahead on a proposed $26*- 
8million elevated waterfront expressway,! 
[ Mayor Rathie said Wednesday.

His statement followed Premier Ben-1 
| nett’s announcement in Victoria that the| 
I provincial government is prepared tog] 
| pay a third of the cost of any major]
I Vancouver through way construction 
[’Vancouver arid Ottawa will match itsg 
Bl contribution.

Rathie told The Province he considers! 
F the lack of a waterfront expressway the! 
f major block to Vancouver’s downtown| 
[[development.

Compared with this, a new First Nar-I 
■rows crossing and an east-west through-!
■ way linking with the Port Mann freeway| 
|are secondary considerations, he said.

The mayor added he will fly to Ot-I 
Itawa next week if necessary to secureg 
I federal co-operation.

Rathie said the city is prepared to payl
■ its share of the expressway, which would! 
I work out to about $9 million. He said thejg
■ project as a whole would cost no morel
■ than the Granville Bridge would if it| 
I were built today.

The waterfront route would run from! 
I the vicinity of the Bayshore Inn, over the|
■ CPR tracks and east to about Can-all! 
lit might be designed to tie in with the| 
|new Georgia Viaduct.

Premier Bennett’s announcement in g

SOU;
limit his offer to any

WBÊÊÊÊM
| Victoria did a 
^particular plan.

He told the legislature this overall1, 
question of government policy had been 

! under consideration for some time, and g
■ he could now announce that B.C. would _

■ pay a third of throughway costs provided 1 ,
Ottawa and the municipalities would 

1 match this contribution.
Later, outside the House, Bennett saidr 

Bit would be up to the city to take ther 
■initiative in obtaining Ottawa’s con- 
I tribution of “at least” one-third.

The three-way split would apply, as- 
I far as B .C. was concerned, on any suit- j 
|able arrangement that Vancouver could]

>, make with the federal government, the ;
?] premier said.

Bennett was asked if this meant the :
-j provincial government was now pre- ;
] pared to make application to Ottawa 

ll: for re-routing of the Trans-Canada High­
ly way through Vancouver. He replied: . 
“The answer is no.”

He refused to comment on Mayor 
iRathie’s recent $145 million bridge-frle- 
gway plan which includes a new First 
I;Narrows crossing, a waterfront freeway. 
Hand an east-west freeway linking with 
g the Trans-Canada Highway at Cassiar. 

The premier made his announcement

* -M . ;
» —after Dr. Pat McGeer (L—Point Grey) 
'had pressed Highways Minister Gaglardi 
for a commitment on government con­
tributions to Vancouver freeway con­
struction programs in the next decade. 
(House discusses new narrows crossing 

i on Page 18.)
McGeer said he wanted to know what 

percentage the government was pre­
pared to contribute.

Later he told the House it was be­
yond the financial resources of local 

; authorities to contribute one-third of the 
cost of any freeway construction pro­
gram. ___ . __

McGeer said this could go as high as 
1$113 million if Bennett’s formula was ap­
plied to the Stanford Research Institute 
findings which set out a 20-year freeway 
construction program which would cost > 

I $340 million.
Premier Bennett replied: “You are 

, two reports behind.” (Several freeway 
| plans, including Rathie’s, have been pro­
posed since the Stanford report came out 
in 1964.)

“You are 20 years behind the times, 
,Mr. Premier, because the money just 

ri isn’t available,” retorted McGeer.
sii " ---------

Macdonald accuses Socreds 
of holding up city progress

Province Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Alex Macdonald 
S (NDP, Vancouver East) ac- 
I cused the government of throw- 
I mg a spanner into the wheels of 
I progress in Vancouver by fail 
ling to give enough financial 
| assistance for roads.

In the legislature Wednesdav.
■ he charged that Highways Min- 
lî? V .Gaÿardi is passing the
■ buck to the federal government 
Ion highway financing.

He told the minister: “You
■ are not the solution to the urban
■ problem. You are the problem.” 
I Macdonald pleaded for more
■ provincial money to be spent on
■ roads m urban areas, partira- 
glarly Vancouver

He said freeways go right up outpace San Francisco because 
to Vancouver’s boundaries and we have the rich resources of 
then stop,' “Bingo." the province behind*us and this

He said: “Traffic moves off is one of the great seaports of 
the Port Mann Freeway at 70 the world, 
miles an hour and then on city “But the city has been, 
streets it has to crawl along at throttled and we have been 
30 miles an hour. We have short-change’d for 14 years." 
congestion and traffic snarls Macdonald said he does not 
building up because it takes suggest that expressways should 
three lanes of city streets to be routed through the city but 
take traffic coming off one lane freeways could be suitably 
of freeway." ! located, designated Trans-

Through fuel taxes and Canada Highway and qualify for) 
licence fees Vancouver contri- federal aid.
butes 28 per cent or $14 million 
of the revenue raised by the 
province, yet it gets in grants 
only $355,000. And, Macdonald 
said, this has been going on for 
14 years.

Vancouver should be the San

An east-west freeway has 
been estimated to cost $56 
million and Macdonald sug-| 
gested the federal share could 
be $14 million. i

Gaglardi said former city; 
commissioner John Oliver had

Francisco of the West. It should I told him he (Oliver) would have]

a hard time in finding sufficients 
areas to spend the $350,000 in g 
grants provided by Victoria.

“Why doesn’t the federal | 
government come up with 
policy for urban areas?” Gag-1 
lardi asked. “I have said if the| 
federal government will develop | 
such a policy, the provincial and $ 
municinal governments can then 
do their share. We don’t even 
have to break precedent to do|: 
this.

Twenty-six million dollars | 
have been spent on the Seconds 
Narrows Bridge and Ottawa je, 
contributed not one five cent| 
piece. Yet there are all kinds of| 
precedents for their doing so. If S 
Ottawa wants to participate in a | 
freeway system through Van-0 
couver, let it write me a letter| 
and say it will do it.”
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New span approaches crossing

Gaglardi told build 
bridg

’t be defined yet
And there is boundHighways Minister Gaglardi 

said Wednesday the govern­
ment can’t define approaches 
to a new First Narrows bridge 
until plans for the span are 
more definite.

Premier Bennett has said the 
provincial government will 
build a new bridge but munici­
palities must build the ap­
proaches. He has said the gov- 

liberal

construed.
to be confusion when there is I 
no real policy on what we are! 
going to do, and it is impos- jj 
sible to arrive at a definite I; 
policy until you have some-1 
thing in your hand that is ac-1 
cepted by everybody.”

He said about 40 different | 
submissions on the bridge arch 
being studied by an engineer-1 
ing firm and. until this study ^ 
is complete, his department 
can do nothing.

He repeated his stand that;1 
congestion on the present!: 
bridge at First Narrows is not f| 
comparable to that in other y 
areas on the continent.

The bridge is highly utilized P 
only for four hours of each day ! 
now, but according to engineers 

I there will be intolerable con- H 
gestion within five years, he jj

‘‘We are trying to do what 1 
we can to have that problem 
eliminated by that time," said! 
Gaglardi.

e or resign
get. the support of his cabinet colleagues for construction 
of a new Burrard Inlet crossing, the legislature was told 
Wednesday.

Gordon Gibson (L-North Vancouver) said during the 
debate on highways estimates he believes the minister 
knows a bridge is needed now to serve the people of the 
Lower Mainland.

"When you believe a thing is right you must stand up 
said Gibson.

ernment will take a 
view of what constitutes ap­
proaches.

In the legislature Wednesday. 
Liberal Leader Perrault asked 
Gaglardi to define the govern­
ment’s view of approaches and 
what it means by “liberal.”

“If the government wants 
the municipalities to share in 
the cost of the bridge system, 
it is logical for them to ask the 
government to define its 
terms,” he said.

Said Gaglardi: “Everybody 
has added to the confusion over 
the bridge, me included. Some 
^ my words have been mis-

ior resign,
<■ done."

Premier Bennett told the House he was shocked to 
learn when the government purchased the Lions Gate 
bridge that the former owners had spent $997,000 on 
promotion.

“That was a terrible blunder,” Bennett said. “It was 
to have been a four-lane bridge (instead of three) and this 

| money could have gone towards providing a fourth 
, lane.”

Gaglardi said the new epoxy resin surface on the spar 
\ has prevented hundreds of accidents.
I “That’s why we put it in.” he said. “We have cut rear-1

That’s how big things

were approved after just over five hours of debate.
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battles at homeJ/H| 
■WÊÊand at House
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Special to The Province chocolate bars, saying: “That's i hearing redrafting new legisla-,stand the SPCA may be re-1

luctant to get into a can of 
worms by giving live animals 
to the university. Yet we have 
this ridiculous situation where 
you are destroying cats and 
then throwing them away on a 
municipal dump."

David Beeching, manager of 
the Victoria branch of the 
SPCA, said the society is pre­
vented by its constitution from 
giving dead animals to a uni­
versity for experiment.

Cameron Webster, provincial 
president of the SPCA, said that 
If the society turned over dead 
animals for research, public 
confidence In its ability to look 
after all animals would be de­
stroyed. This would affect the 
society's ability to raise funds 
to keep operating and look after

ridiculous. Everyone should 
know we don't have the money 
to feed our animals food like 
that.

"I don't think I’ll take these 
few complaints seriously. We've 
only been here a short time and 
I think those who have com­
plained are being used by some­
one else. Perhaps some day I’ll 
find out who is behind it."

A spokesman for RCMP who 
police the area said: “We’ve 
had no complaints about the 
shelter and it’s not an eyesore 
u far as we are concerned."

Later, Mother Cecilia ap­
peared before a legislative com­
mittee In Victoria to speak

tion dealing with regulations 
governing the operation of the 
SPCA.

She told the committee: “If 
the SPCA gives up dead animals 
for research, you will soon be 
giving up live animals. To breed 
animals and torture them, as 
they seem to be doing at the 
university, is sinful. I look upon 
vivisection as the blackest crime 
in the whole world and those 
doing it will have to suffer for 
what they are doing."

A committee member, Harry 
McKay (Liberal, Femle) said 
UBC uses dead and live cats 
for experimentation and must 
spend a fair amount of money 
In raising cats.

MILL BAY HMotherCecilia : 
Mary, B.C.’s animal-loving nun, ’ 
battled on two fronts Thursday 
—at home and at the B.C. 
legislature.

The day started with com- I 
plaints from neighbors that her 
Good Shepherd Animal Shelter 
—moved here from Victoria less 
than two weeks ago—looks like 
a shack town, the animals are 

. not getting proper exercise and 
the dogs are not getting a bal­
anced diet.

Mother Cecilia said: "Of 
coursa the place doesn't look 
nice. We’ve just moved in and 
haven't had time to clean up or 
erect our permanent buildings."

She brushed aside a claim by 
dog trainer Hunter Smith that 
bar dogs are fed steak and! live animals.T can under-

y-ÿ:

____
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By IAN STREET 
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Echoes of the 1911 
S federal election campaign, fought on 
3 the issue of reciprocity with the U.S.
I were heard in the Legislature this 
\ week.

Trade Minister Loffmark accused 
[the Opposition of raising the same ; 
I old bogeyman that led to the defeat ) ‘
| of Sir Wilfred Laurier in that cam-1 
| paign nearly 55 years ago.

The Tories won with a slogan: “No3 
|truck or trade with the Yankees.”

But this didn’t mean, Loffmark 
| argued, that Laurier was wrong I 
I when he said there should be closer 
3 economic ties with our neighbors to 
y the south.

New Democrat Arthur Turner, 
|MLA for Vancouver East, had taken 

! the minister to task for claiming in 
an earlier speech, outside the l*j 

. lature that closer economic integra-; 
jtion was worth the risk of further)
| domination.

“This is a frightfully dangerous 
|thing to say,” Turner claimed.
| But Loffmark said the chance that 
the kind of economic integration he 

I was talking about would lead to! 
j political union between the two coun-j...

Tries was so remote a 
probable.

He argued that the mere fact such f i 
a chance does exist should not be 
allowed to overshadow the foresee- b;. 
able advantages of a reduction oft 

j tariffs between Canada and the U.S. *
8 It’s much more likely, the min- 
; ister claimed, that a stronger and 
! more mature Canada would emerge 
ilfrom this closer relationship, with 
| more independence than we now: 
enjoy.

, Any tariff deal with the U.S. should \ 
be on a regional basis, according to 

i Loffmark.
He claims it's impossible to arrive 

i at a uniform tariff agreement that 3 
will serve all five of the economic 
regions of Canada.

The regional tariff policies should) 
begin on an experimental basis with , 
the elimination of tariffs on one 
specific item on each side, he said.

Integration, in the sense Loffmark i 
uses the term, occurs the moment^ ! 
the U.S. government reduces the ! 
tariff on one wood product and we ■! 
allow into B.C. one machine that ': j 

|isn’t made here.
This isn’t a new theory but it did ^ 

Bsurprise some people to hear the !
| response in the Legislature by Lib­
eral Leader Ray Perrault.

He said he was tired of listening!- 
to the minister complain about un-M 
fair freight rates in Canada.

Even if we did have absolutely £ 
equal freight rates, Perrault claimed F 
it would be difficult for B.C. secon-l 
dary industry to compete with Quebec® 
and Ontario products in the eastern v 
market.

B.C.’s biggest trading advantage is 
in its proximity to the huge market,® 
jin California and the other Western 
states, he said.

« Perrault said it might take years H!| 
'to convince eastern politicians that v i 
B.C. should get a better deal on > 
freight rates.

“So why don’t we bring some of ^
: our inventive genius to bear on mar-j 

keting goods in California and the 111 
0 West Coast?” he said.

It seems there is a growing ac- ■ 
ceptance here of closer economic 
ties with abroad as a solution to the i * 
problems of establishing secondary IB 

y industry in B.C.
Premier Bennett, perhaps to calm M L 

ithose who fear the bogeyman o^/ ^ 
|American domination, is careful to t|§
! point out, however, that we are seek- 
iing integration with Japan and 

•| European countries as well as the]

Wmjk
[B.C. hanging on to Garibaldi

VICTORIA — Recreation Minister!
■ Kiernan says he has informed the! 

federal government that B.C. would™ 
[welcome joint development of Gjari-f 
gbaldi Park.

But he told the Legislature Tburs-1 
|day a condition of this proposal was! 
I that the province must retain title to| 
I the 600,000-acre park.

The offer was made in a letter to| 
[Northern Affairs Minister Laing dated [i 
|March 23.

Kiernan said later the provincial pj 
■government has always favored a
■ joint development program with B.C. I 
I and Ottawa agreeing on a plan of i
■ action..

In his letter to Laing the minister jj
■ reviewed the provincial government’s []
■ “orderly and well-planned” program j
■ for Garibaldi development.
I He said if the federal government 
■insists upon owning The Tland Tog 
B establish a national park on the Wesll 
E Coast he could suggest several y
■ suitable privately - owned parcels on | 
I tidewater.

One of these, 400 acres on the 1 
■Sechelt Peninsula, had 3,000 feet off 

waterfront and could be purchased jj

fnow for S250[000, Kiernan said.
He was answering criticism by b 

I Liberal Leader Perrault of the |
■ province’s refusal to negotiate with b 
« Ottawa on Laing’s offer to spend $101 
| million on Garibaldi over five years to J 
I develop it as a national park.

One of the main advantages of such | 
I a move, Perrault said, was the j 
I guarantee of protection it entailed for g 
| one of the great alpine paradises ofi 
I North America.

He said the tough Federal Parks| 
I Act would protect Garibaldi far better ^ 
| against commercial exploitation than| 

be present flexible B.C. parks policy.
The federal government was willing| 

■to adjust the park boundaries so all! 
[existing mineral claims and timber| 
|berths could be removed from | 
I Garibaldi, Perrault said, but it must| 
ghave clear title to the park land. 1

The Liberal leader said Jasper and jj
■ Banff National Parks are worth anjj
■estimated $50 million a year to the! 
1 economy of Alberta. I
1 He estimated that Garibaldi could | 
I bring in an additional $70 million in| 
itourist revenue for B.C., attracting | 
I many thousands of tourists from the| 
I Western U.S. and beyond.

Pt do the kind of develop

ment job needed in Garibaldi ônaH» 
• peanuts” park budget which this 

-,year amounts in total to $2.6 million,
I Perrault said.

Premier Bennett told the House he figj 
! received a letter from Laing some Hi 
| time ago on the subject of Garibaldi.

“We saicflBs government would be'
| glad to co-operate with federal 
ii engineers on a joint survey of 
I Garibaldi — we would appoint the 
Isame number of provincial èngineers.
|We never heard any more,” the 
[premier said.

Kiernan said his department had 
i spent well over $1 million on multiple- 
Irecreational-use development in the 
I Golden Ears section of the park 
I around Alouette Lake.

Access problems on the west side of 1 
■Garibaldi have been eased by the 
| spending of $30 million on a highway ft 
|link from North Vancouver to Pem-| 
iberton.

This made possible a substantial! 
«recreational complex constructed with! 
[private capital just outside the!

ndaries of the park near Whistler| 
j Mountain, he said.
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Strachan charges parks carve by Kierni
wstttKtmmm. ■BWIIIIIIMIon the table.le putOpposition Leader Strachan 

«■accused Recreation Minister, 
Mi Kieman of carving up provincial; 

park areas to allow mining^ 
Pjinterests to develop properties* 
? !he gave them as minister of* 
?>>. mines.
- , In the Legislature, he charged!

that a section of Strathconajj 
S Park on Vancouver Island was'; 
I* reclassified last year as a Class • 

’ > . B area simply to allow Western»* 
'.r Mines Ltd. to start an operationr 
§£*.’ there.

Said Strachan: “Step by step] 
Rift the people of B.C. and the ; 
.^1 members of this House have 
W-1been led down the garden path.;

The public of this province!
' ‘didn’t know what was going onf 

1 and the members of this House!' 
Ill were never told what was going; 

jgi ion.” fi
I The Opposition leader claimed, 

Eyjthat between 1959 and 1963 — jj 
S'J during which time Kieman was 
lamines minister — 162 mining;'

leases were granted in the 
III Buttle Lake area around a tract 
||f ; j of land covering 23 claims 
*.• ,staked in 1924. These 162 leases.; 
Egiihe said, have been taken up by 
^Western Mines and associated ! 
IB companies.

He said an order in council of I 
f .j May 13 last issued by the 

cabinet. established three con | 
■y|servancy areas and two Class B| 

01 park areas in Strathcona Park] 
and one of the Class B areas 

gsmcovered the Buttle Lake prop- ; 
liberties.

BaB On the same day, he claimed,]

Is cat
|But I am going to have toE 
I revise that estimate because the'' 
Beards were not put on the table® 
I about Buttle Lake.

“The B.C. and Yukon!

I
!Chamber of Mines has said that! 

there should be no restrictions! 
on development of mining prop- ] 
erties in parks. This government 
has the same policy, except 
that the Chamber of Mines is 
quite open about it.

I “The continuation of the! 
|jpresent policies of this govern-;

minister bode

the government issued a park! 
use permit to the company, ■ 

j permitting it to work theK 
I claims.

“They couldn’t wait to get £ 
their grubby little fingers on | 
lit," he said.

“The whole purpose of creat­
ing that Class B section was to 
allow the minister, step by step, 
to give this company the right 

jto anything he pleases in the 
park and that is why the park 

: has been gutted as it has been * 
■been.
j “Every action of the minister 
[has been directed toward giving 
j the people with whom he dealt 
as minister of mines everything 

; they needed to

ment and this 
nothing but ill for the future of j 
parks in B.C.”

called ’park boundaries when 20 feet | 
.away they don’t care about it f 
:at all." he said.
i If in the minister’s judgment! 
]there would be a greater return! 
ito the people of B.C. from| 
j mining development within park I 
boundaries, he should not hesi-| 
tale to give the green light.

“Not one out of one million^ 
[acres in B.C. can be mined pro-|| 
jfitably," said Gibson. “In returnS 
ifor the loss of this acreage,* 
there will be many millions ofQ 
dollars returned to the economy Eg

Strachan’sKieman
charges nonsense, misrepresen t 
tation and distortion.

He recalled that last year the I 
new park act was passed to 
clear up 40 years of contradic­
tions. procrastinations and lack 
of direction in the operation of! 
the province’s parks.

“While they called some of 
these large park» Class A parks

utilize the , 
properties he gave them as 
mines minister.”

Strachan said that the Class B ? 
area at Buttle Lake is the area &1 

|that would have been used for ^ 
recreational purposes by the ’

where there could be no aliena­
tion of land, this was the 
greatest bunch of malarky ever 
foisted on an unsuspecting 
public,” he said.

“Last year I said I would 
have no part of continuing a 
policy of confusion. I said we

existed.

McGeer 
centre 
of storm

[ “But the premier is deliber-1 
ately trying to create chaos in 
this House so that public atten-£ 

[tion will be directed toward the l 
j chaos instead of the bankrupt j 
I park policies of this govern-1 
j ment.
I “He is trying to create a I 
| great big uproar to point atten- j 
ition away from the terrible,! 
terrible policies of this govern-1 
ment to destroy parks in B.C.” I 

‘MISLED THE HOUSE’ 
i The House quieted when Mc-1 
Geer rose to speak. He said: | 
“An imputation has been made| 
regarding remarks I made I 
earlier in this House. As far as | 
mining in the parks is con-1 
cerned, I am opposed. I said sol 
last year and I oppose the! 
present park policy.

“When I rose to defend the 
government, the point I made 
was a point of scientific infor­
mation. The leader of the Oppo- 

I sition, in my opinion, misled the 
I House and when I closed my 
I remarks I said there were bet-1 
Iter reasons for opposing mining] 
I in the parks.
I “The leader of the opposition,
I by his imputation, has not added 
Ito the dignity and decorum of 
I this House.”
I Interviewed later outside the 
I House. McGeer said he is a 
I minor shareholder in the com-

Said the premier: “As leader ! 
|of the government and this! 
I House I must accept responsi-1 
I bility for the individual in-1 
|tegrity of all the members of] 
this House.

j “The member for Point Grey j 
]has been attacked by the leader I 
of the Opposition in a dastardly 
way and he was not here to j 
defend himself. As leader of the 
government I do not want this 

I House to be brought down to 
the same state as Ottawa.”

(McGeer had left the chamber 
when Strachan made his re-1 

I mark but returned later).
‘WITHDRAWS* CALL 

j Deputy Speaker William 
ISpeare called on Strachan to 
j withdraw the statement.
5 Said Strachan: “What am I 
I being asked to withdraw? I am] 
I telling you, Mr. Chairman 
l(Speare) that you have allowed ] 
Ithe premier to break the rules 
■of this House. It Is the rule that 
■only the person who feels im- 
Ipugned can rise on a point of

j The legislature broke into the | 
wildest and angriest scene of I 
the session when Opposition I 
Leader Strachan charged that I 
Dr. Pat McGeer (L-Point Grey)! 
is an interested party in the g 
proposed mine development in-j 

(side Strathcona Park on Van-S 
couver Island.

McGeer had accused Strachan | 
of earlier misleading the House I 
when he said 250 pounds of cop- g 
per sulphate would be dumped | 
into Buttle Lake from the mine | 
to be operated by Western | 

[Mines Ltd.
I Said Strachan: “I am sur-1 
[prised that the member for] 
■Point Grey participated in this 
■debate because, according to] 
■records in the registrar of com- 
■panies’ office, he is not a dis- 
| interested party.”
| The House exploded in a ! 
| cacophony of shouting with 
■ premier Bennett and Liberal

pany.

—
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artin—minister with lockjaw
By IAN STREET 

Province Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — The legislature was 
treated this week to the spectacle of 
the premier telling one of his cabinet 

not to answer questions

tin doesn’t answer questions like this; Criticis m increased

Martin can’t be blamed entirely for , 
the lack of action on such programs; 
as expansion of Vancouver General 
Hospital, according to McGecr.

Hospital authorities must accept 
part of the blame, but he argues that

Only make it worse

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault says . 
Bennett is aware that any attempt. ,by 
Martin to answer questions on con­
tentious subjects can only make the 
government look worse.

It’s all part of a deliberate govern 
ment strategy, according to Strachan. 
He claims the premier hopes to goad 
the members across the floor into the 
kind of angry scene that has taken | 
place on several occasions in the past;1 
few days.

j Bennett is politically astute enough, 
■says Strachan, to know that the re- 
| suiting headlines will take some of 
I the edge off opposition criticism of, 
I government policy weaknesses.
| Dr. Pat McGeer, Liberal from Point 
I Grey, believes the opposition reaction, 
alto Martin’s performance in the House!
I merely mirrors the state of frustra-g
II ion which besets hospital administra 
I tors throughout the province.
I He claims that the minister, over, 
I the years, has shown a consistent in- 
lability to give a straight answer to 
m any question put to him in or out of 
■ the House.

$ ministers 
9 from the opposition.

On one occasion, Opposition Leader 
Strachan asked how many chronic 
care patients had come under BCHIS 
dollar-a-day care since the extended 
program began in December.

Health Minister Martin didn’t an­
swer that one or a couple of other 
follow-up questions on the same topic, i 
Premier Bennett, who sits in front of 
Martin, turned to his minister with an 

‘Don’t an-

'the minister’s procrastination is at- 
|the root of all these troubles.

Over the 14 years that Martin has 
I been minister of health the clamor of 
; |criticism directed at his shortcomings .

has increased steadily. This week 
| three Socred backbenchers led the 

| attack on the minister. Demands that ;
increased in fre-|Martin resign also 

quency.audible stage whisper:
.v sxver. don’t answer.”

Information produced
Fierce loyalty

Premier\ It’s apparent, however,
Bennett has a fierce loyalty for his 

v j colleague. Martin- is fond of recalling, 
A f usually on party anniversaries, that 

he was once a Socred voice in the 
V l B.C. wilderness and played a major 
&v role in setting up Bennett for toe 
M leadership in 1952.

The information requested, despite 
Martin's earlier protestations that it 

I was unobtainable, has now been pro­
duced by Strachan who says he 
Slearned~403 out of original 570 beds] 
tare occupied by dollar-a-day patients, j 
I How did he find out? Strachan says 
a member of his staff called the hos­
pitals and asked for the information.; 
It took roughly half an hour to get. I 

There Is some difference of opinion 
[among opposition parties on why Mar-1

ana

Laws to speed salvage
of beach wood Enumeration urged 

before any election
o- — ------ - icptui diau icuum menaça

beaches. i that log exports be speeded up
is report suggested original | within the framework of present 

jog owners be given a specified j regulations to prevent economic 
rime to retrieve logs accumu- loss through log deterioration. 

Wh • shoreUne But it added this should he a
wnen this time-limit expires, temporary measure only, 

ne report said, drift logs should The committee approved a 
re.vert j® ^e crown for re-sale, forest service recommendation 

added that strict régula- for the establishment of a pub- 
. ons should be drawn up by the lie sustained yield unit north 
rarest service to prevent log of the Fraser River from Harri :

son Lake to the Gulf of Georgia, j 
r m w 3 cleànuP program Reforestation in public sus 
ou a be launched on a large tained yield units should be

Opposition MLAs Friday. He suggested present voters’ 
I called for a complete enumer-1 lists should be cancelled and 

ation of voters before any pro-1 machinery set up to draw new 
Ij vincial election is called. ones under the new boundaries.

They fear many voters may chief Electoral Officer Fred 
be denied a vote if an elect10" 1S Hurl said „ter hc has „0 

Icaiied this year because it more idea 0, when a provincial 
Iwouid bé fought on the basis election will ^ calIed than
I “n.th',.rcCently »P" one else-but he's getting readv
jhprnved redistribution. anvho;.,
I Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur
Snaky said: "We have what you „ re making preparations 
Smight call an elastic band Hurley said Friday. T Jo" 
.(premier He likes to call a snap wh“ " 15 •* b" I
■election. But under redistrihu I d be rather remiss if I wasn t 
Ition there would have to be a rcad-Vl
içomplete revision of voters’ Hurley said he has to have t 
j lists." 'maps of 55 new electoral dis-1
;j He said the Elections Act al- ; tricts printed, polling divisions t. 
Slows only seven days for régis- set up, and registrars of voters J

ippointed in each district.
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Property tax 
limit approved

because it would create hard- iproven,” said the premier. “We 
ships in the area. ‘don’t want the municipalities

The other 47 members in the or anyone else* to take away 
House voted for it. even though the homeowners^ grant from the 

‘Liberal Leader Perrault said it people.”
1 would cause inequities in taxa- Bennett said a lot of munici- 
tion. y palities have hidden behind the

Perrault quoted municipal Equalization of Assessment Act. 
assessors as saying speculative which is only for school pur- 
purchasers of property will be ; poses, 
subsidized by the homeowners municipalities
and charging that the Bill was have seen fit to use the same 
conceived without adequate re- j assessments for their general 
search or consultation by ; taxes and this was never re­search or consultation by'taxes and this 
(Premier Bennett. ;quired by the government.

He said land in the north end 
of the premier’s own riding of 
Kelowna was zoned for indus­
trial purposes and until two 

I years ago there was little de- 
imand for it. But interest in the 
land increased and speculation 
sales jumped from $1,000 to 
$10,000 an acre, said Perrault.

The premier said the bill is

He went on: “We want to 
encourage people to own their 
own homes and we want to 
give people some assurance 
that they won’t see their taxes 
going up.

“We want the homeowner 
grant to be of great benefit to 
these people because a lot of 
the trouble in countries where 

! straight government policy and i there is instability is because 
>cople don’t own anything.’’he isn’t going to try to convince

j$6.4 million were passed as me 
House adjourned shortly be­
fore 6 p.m. Friday.

I Kiernan leaves Sunday on a 
J tourist promotion trip to the 
I Los Angeles area where he will' 
3 make several speeches and pre­
ssent an Indian mouse mask to

situation fully.
said there was great concern in 
said their was great concern in 
his area over the redaction of 
the game population since 
game reserves at Fording River 
and Morrisey were thrown open 
to hunting.

He complained that this ac­
tion was taken without con­
sulting local conservationists. 
He pleaded with the minister 
to consider closing at least one 
of the reserves again. McKay 
said he had 600 signatures on 
a petition to back his request.

Recreation and conservation 
department estimates totalling

TPlie "government’s community f 
pasture program to aid farmers 
in northern B.C. is in danger 
of failing because predators are 

many cattle, thekilling too 
legislature heard Friday.

Stan Carnell (SC — South 
Peace River) said unless the 
predator control division takes 
action against marauding wolves 
and bears farmer are going to 
remove their cattle from com­
munity pastures.

Recreation Minister Kiernan 
said if the MLA would provide ! 
copies of complaints by indi­
viduals and livestock associa- 
tions he would investigate the

Wolves, 1bears, endlanger
pasture jcommunity | program]
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Tenant amendment promised
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The government 
Indicated Monday it would re­
store a section of a private bill 
tn amend the Vancouver City 
Charter so tenants can run for 
civic office.

The section of the bill had 
been removed by the private i 
bills committee over the objec­
tions of some of its members.

Alex Macdonald fNDP—Van­
couver East) said the commit-!

. jfice should have come from a ' PPyjffTVïjB «ty council which is regarded
^JJLILLLvP in some quarters as represent-

ing the wealthy property inter- ; 
committee had taken upon itselfiests in Vancouver, 
the responsibility of striking out Attorney-General Bonner saidf! 
this section, he said. he was pleased the subject had!

Arthur Turner (NDP—Van-i been raised and added that as| 
couver East) said he agreed a representative of the city he 
with this §tand. favored the original council !

It^-^Lthe more interesting, j recommendation.
Turner said, that the proposal! Bonner indicated the govern- 
to allow tenants to run for of- ! ment would bring in an amend­

ment to the private bill when it j 
comes up for committee discus-1 
sion later this week.

In Vancouver, Aid. Bob Wil-i : 
liams. who first proposed in' 
council the amendment to give 
non-owners the right to run for, 
office, said he was flabbergast- M 
ed by the private bills commit- f 
tee action.

He said that only one alder- i 
Earle Adams — opposed [ ;

tee's action violated one of the 
first principles of democracy, 
which calls for free elections.

Vancouver is becoming more 
and more a city of apartment 
dwellers, Macdonald said.

City council had decided 
tenants should be allowed to 
run for municipal office, yet the!

Skyscraper, UBC project 
hinge on bank application

govern- present one—one in the Interior, the amendment and the com- i 
, one in the North and another on j mittee's decisioti was “another | 

to nro Vancouver Island. example of Victoria's lack of
li Coun- Loffmark repeated his earlier concern (nr the city s wishes. , 
„ . , , He said all people, ownersB11 open statement that the government and non.owners, have , demo-!
techno- is now negotiating with the uni- eratic right to run for office.ç 
e bene- versity to shift the research1 There is no property require-1 
lid Me- council from its present one- • ment for federal or provincial | 

| acre site in the middle of the candidates.
00 hud- Point Grey campus to nine The committee also turned, i 
h coun- acres at a new location at UBCidown the city’s request for an; ■ 
I times, which has been earmarked for amendment requiring a deposit® 
>e three | development as a research and for civic elections of $200 for?.' 
'es the technology park. mayor and $100 for aldermen. 1

j As the B.C. Bank charter ap­
plication goes, so goes the gov- 

I ernment’s downtown skyscraper 
project and the proposed re- 

I search and technology park at 
the University of B.C.

Trade Minister Loffmark told 
the legislature Monday that 
with the progress being made 
on the bank charter application 
in Ottawa he was hopeful the 
government would soon be able 
to proceed with both its down­
town and UBC endowment 
lands projects.

Last session legislation was 
passed to create a new crown 
corporation to development real 
estate projects, beginning with 
the bank building, and pour the 
profits, if any, into expansion of 
the public universities in the 
province. So far nothing 
further has been done. _ .

T ,, , , . . Province Victoria BureauLoffmark was replying lo a
plea by Dr. Pat McGeer (L— VICTORIA—It was Cyril She!

Shelf or d efforts praised 
on both sides of House

Tm so happyBennett, added
the members are now agreed 
the premier’s judgment was 

I right again.”
I Shelford said he was well paid; 
1 in experience for his part in 

Instead he told the House he the inquiry. But he added: “If 
had recognized this “brilliant i anybody is to be paid for the 
young man” 14 years ago, at j gas probe perhaps it should be 
which time, he recalled, he had)my wife—she did more work

I ford Day in the legislature Mon Premier 
day as MLAs on both sides of minutes 1 
the House paid tribute to his, direct rcf< 
part in the Morrow Royal Com-'suggestion.

| mission inquiry into gasoline 
prices.

Gordon Gibson ( L—North j 
Vancouver) said a man of Shel-i 
ford’s energy and ability should I , ... « •
be taken into the provincial ^ ”°">mition >" °mmeca. 
cabinet as minister without 
portfolio.

Alex Matthew (SC—Vancou­
ver Centre) said the people of 
B.C. owe Shelford a debt of 
gratitude. He suggested the,

SUP OF FIST?
hint in thePremier Bennett may have dropped 

legislature Monday on the government’s feelings towards 
some of the major recommendations of the Morrow Royal 
Commission report on gasoline prices.

Liberal Leader Perrault was telling the House that 
in an expanding province no government could accept 
the Morrow recommendation that no further service sta­
tions he built for five years anywhere in B.C.

The premier startled some of his own members when 
he thumbed his desk several times (a traditional sign of! 
approval) as Perrault said: ”We can’t aecépt a straight- 
jacket on expansion. We should not impose any. unneces-

both sides!

legislature:
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VICTORIA — The government 
H should lower the boom on B.C. 
j oil companies if they don’t 

comply with the recommenda- 
; tions of the royal commission 

I on gasoline prices within 12 
■ months, says the man who 
started it all.

(See also Page 14)
Cyril Shelford (SC—Omineca), 

jj who prompted the investigation 
j of the industry, told the Legis- 
B lature Monday he would be 
“mighty surprised” if govem- 

| ment intervention of some kind 
jj isn’t required to achieve the 
| aims set out by Judge Morrow £i 
gin his royal commission report.

Shelford told the House he is 
§ quite certain there is a way to 
jj break the hold the oil com- 
! panics have over motorists in 
jjthis province.

The government, through Red j 
j Star Petroleum, a gasoline dis­

tributing company acquired by 
I B.C. Hydro at the time of the 
ti B.C. Electric takeover, could 
!•] purchase gasoline in bulk from 
I oil companies and sell it at a 
Slower wholesale rate to inde- 
1 pendent service stations!
9 throughout the province, Shel- 
Jford said.

“It’s unfortunate the commis-l 
I sioner didn’t say what he con-] 
Rsidered a reasonable length of 
B time in which the industry could 
j act on the recommendations 
| contained in his report,” he 
\ said-

“But if the oil companies 
| don’t give a break to the mo-

Shelford urges one-year 
ultimatum for gas firms

mi

Province Victoria Bureau

torists of this province I think | 
the government should step inti 
in 12 months time and take real R 
strong action and not fool :

HI around any longer.”
Shelford said some depart-0 

ment stores now buy gas at

[wholesale rate of 14 cents a 
gallon while some service sta- j 
tions pay 25 cents a gallon. He IQ 

. ,siiggested the government could 1 
get an even better price and 
pass some of the savings along " 

j ; to the motorists.
‘MOST POWERFUL*

Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van-ji 
couver East) urged the govern-f 
ment to set up a pilot public pj 
industry starting from the well ] 
and ranging through a small Ij 

j government refinery to the level | 
of the wholesale jobber.

This would keep the oil com-1 
panics honest in the prices f 
charged to the motorist, said [j 
Macdonald.

He said price controls reéom-l 
mended by Judge Morrow were! 
the wrong approach to an indus-1 
try which he described as “the! 
[greatest and most powerful! 
cartel that exists in the world | 
today.”

j The oil industry remains mo-| 
nopolistic, Macdonald said, even!
|though companies compete in| 
sales and service, because 0 
prices are non-competitive.

He claimed the commissioner! 
should have criticized the indus-£ 
try for its advertising policies.

“Thousands and thousands of I 
dollars are spent an ads saying j 
this gas is better than that gas ! 
—it’s ridiculous. You know darn |j

‘DOESN’T MAKE SENSE*
He said the time has come 

| to equalize the wholesale price 
B of gasoline throughout B.C. He 
l said this was desirable although 
I it would mean Vancouver was 
| subsidizing other parts of the 
^province.

B.C. Hydro follows this prin­
ciple for power and natural gas, 
|jhe said, and this is justified by 
j the fact that it is building a 
|strong provincial economy.

Shelford said 40 per cent of 
p!all energy used in the province 
Icame from hydro sources while 
•the remaining 60 per cent was 

§petroleum energy.
“Why do we allow the equal­

ization of hydro costs while the 
[j government is willing to sit 
I back and let the petroleum in- 
r’dustry, which supplies a much 
I greater proportion of our en- 
|ergy needs, run wild? It just 
^doesn’t make sense to me.”

Opposition Leader Strachan 
Bsaid the government should be 
I able to decide within a few 
b weeks whether it is willing to 
I support the recommendations of 
|the report.

It is simply a question of 
| whether the government has 
B confidence in the judgment of 
[the commission, Strachan said.

He added that the NDP sees 
■little possibility of the oil mono- 
Ipoly being broken until the 
Igovernment moves into the in- 
Idustry “up to and including 
■the wholesale level.”

LOFFMARK 
BACKS B.C. 
FILMLAND

Trade Minister Loffmark| 
| says he has been trying to I 
"help the struggling B.C. filmf 
;; industry.

He told the legislature! 
| Monday he has held discus-fl 
gsions with the chairman of| 
i the National Film Board in 8 
jj Ottawa and some bankers in | 
j Los Angeles.

Loffmark said he couldn’t I 
I say what the results might I 
| be but he indicated film! 

makers couldn’t expect morel 
[aid than any other type of|

| secondary industry the gov-.L 
I emment is trying to attract. f 
j Asked if the proposed Bank ij 
p of B.C. would consider fi- jj 
j nancing films, Loffmark said jj 
I outside the House: “Being a j 
| show business angel is a 1 
I risky business. I won’t say 1 
I any more.”

Earlier Alex Macdonald l 
I (NDP-Vancouver East) told I 
I the House the government I 
I should consider subsidizing I 
I film companies just as Spain | 
| did to attract the multi-mil-g 
I lion dollar production of “Dr.|
| Zhivago”.

This movie was made ini
■ Spain although Canada is far!
■ closer in geography to Rus-| 
Isia where the story is set,
■ Macdonald said.
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Reds can’t call me 
Hitler, says Bennett

'§m S

VICTORIA — Premier Bennett| 
was called a little Hitler in the 

$1 legislature Monday night when,: 
iSithe government and opposition- 

clashed over re-enumeration for 
i ? provincial voters’ lists. *

At one point in the debate ; 
John Squire (NDP - Albemi) 
pointed across the floor at the 

■premier and said: “Look at him 
jsitting there like a little Hitler.”

Bennett jumped to his feet to 
rjprotest: “I’m not having any of ! 
■these Communists calling me a 
■Hitler.’

The row started when Attor-J 
Limey-General Bonner introduced Ei

Çjone voters’ list to another in 11 
| the new ridings created by re* j

I of what was necessary to en- 
jj sure that everyone who quali- 
jjfied would be on the voters’

|j by complete re-enumeration, j

| would order enumeration of all l]
! voters before the next election, j 
|] as it now has power to do by \

9 basic democratic rights of a 111

Province Victoria Bureau

•v-V - t
citizens of the province.

Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur­
naby) proposed an amendmerit 
to the govemmetn’s amend­
ment which would have re­
quired the holding of a complete 
re-enumeration of provincial 
voters’ lists “forthwith,” but1 

j he was ruled out of order. 
Chairman William Speare’s 

ruling was challenged but it ; 
was upheld by a 27 to 18 vote.

Bonner told the House he 
would give no assurance that he 
could not guarantee.

“Any time a minister stands 
in his place to give an assur­
ance that he cannot absolutely 
guarantee, it is time that min­
ister was out of this House,”

The opposition interpreted the
ffmropnmonf'c omonrlmorit no •>

further and much stronger sign 
that the government plans an •

couver East), filling in for ab- 

an, said the NDP believes that.

! general election. He said the

“““ MVIUCOljr UUC3 VUC gUVClll- g
H ment not sav clearlv and fairlv 2

tion. But he noted there were 
no commercials telling people [ 
how to get onto the voters’ lists, f . É

Alan Macfarlane (L—Oakl-L 
Bay) earlier told the House’- 
that the only alternative toi / 
enumeration, if the government 
felt there wasn’t time before i ... 
the election is called, is a mas- ; ' 
sive campaign to publicize ways i 
in which people can get their M 
names on the voters’ list.

Dowding said the govemmen ; -L 
had seized upon one of his sug- ,, , 
gestions in bringing in the 
amendment to allow transfer ■ 
of names on the list. But it had L 
deliberately refrained from car-l- v^ 
rying out the other which dn- j T

| amendment to the Elections 
Act by a vote of 28 to 18 after 
nearly two hours of stormy de- :L

The Hitler accusation came in 
the closing minutes of the de-

William Hartley (NDP-Yale) 
said Hitler always maintained 
the right to vote wasn’t impor 
tant. He added: “That is what 
this government is saying with 
this amendment.”

Hartley earlier asked that 
Bennett be made to withdraw 
his remark about Communists 
on the other side of the House 
The premier replied: “If my i 
friend (Squire) will withdraw 
his remark, I certainly will."

Squire retorted: “Considering 
i where the remark comes from,
I could care less.”WÉÊSÊKÊM

and cleanly that there will be a
complete enumeration before 
the next election is held?” Tur 
ner asked.

Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 
I said there is a super-saturation 
of television messages by Pro­
vincial Secretary Black which 
are another prelude to an elec-



PP

■ V

f Wednesday, March 30, t96fi $0 '

Victoria comment

Away with deadheads 1f
By IAN STREET 

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Gordon Gibson was at the 
' wheel of the 130-foot Norsal. He slowed 
; engines and jabbed the air with his cigar 
| as a big piece of driftwood passed close 
| to the bow. The waters of Victoria har­

bor and off Clover Point were littered 
a with floating and. more dangerous, semi- 
! submerged logs.
| Gibson, who made his money in log- 

ging, was emphatic about the need for 
a clean-up. “Articles should be written 

: about this," he said. “It’s a public duty.”
Federal responsibility, according to 

the North Vancouver Liberal MLA, is 
I clearly defined in such trouble spots as 
I Vancouver Harbor and the navigable 
-j portion of the Fraser River. But he 
îj claims sole responsibility must lie with 

the province owning the resource.
I The clean-up should therefore be a 
j joint effort, says Gibson, with Resources 
Minister Williston taking the initiative. 
He made it sound as if he did not really 

! expect any action.
! Williston, however, seems to have lost 
] no time in attacking the problem at the 
j source. Since the legislature’s forestry

: ■

committee reported last Friday that log 
salvage from beaches should be pro­
moted. there has been a good deal of 
behind-the-scenes activity.

The reason for the present lack of 
effective steps to clean up driftwood on 
beaches, according to Williston. lies in 
criminal law. Once the owner of a log 
puts his mark on it that ownership re­
mains in force.

This law was passed to prevent log 
hijackers, says Williston. But this has 
created the more widespread problem 
of driftwood both on and off beaches.

The minister says he would have liked 
to bring in legislation to promote beach 
clearing this session. But the task proved 
too complicated. He will try some ex­
perimental project in the year ahead 
with legislation, if needed, brought in at 
the 1967 session.

Trial areas will be set up, according 
to Williston, in which log owners will 
probably be given a specified period of 
30 or 60 days to claim their logs.

The special forestry committee recom­
mended that after this any unclaimed 
logs should revert to the Crown for re-

Williston can foresee some difficulties.

; ' 
Æ ‘ Aj

5*-;- * 4®;

He underlines the committee’s warning ; 
that strict regulations will have to be’ 
framed to prevent log theft. The minister | 
says “very severe” penalties will be | 
levied on anyone bringing hijacked logs ; 
into the experimental clearance areas, j

If the beach clearing program works -4 
out, inroads will be made into the drift- ^ 
wood problem.

But harbors like Vancouver and Vic- m 
toria and river mouths, particularly theÉjj 
Fraser and Skcena, must be swept clean ; 
as well. There seems to be general 
agreement that this is largely a federal j 
matter.

In the past federal authorities haven’t! 
agreed, pointing out the root of the prob­
lem lies in a provincial resource. This j 
has prompted provincial spokesmen to 
argue that Ottawa collects huge sums | 
in income tax from the forest industry 
in B.C. and gives precious little in I 
return.

Gibson says B.C. is quick to criticize : 
Ottawa for inaction but in this case has 
never made a firm request for federal 
aid. The fellow that gets the most, ac­
cording to Gibson, is the one that aske 
the oftenest.

Right to seek election 
given Vancouver tenants

: U

The government has overruled 
the private bills committee and 
granted Vancouver tenants the 

j right to stand for municipal 
| office.

„ Attorney-General Bonner in- 
itroduced an amendment to the 
8 private bill making changes in 
I the Vancouver city charter 
1 which allows tenants with at 
I least 12 months continuous 
I residence in the city to qualify 
I for civic office.

The private bills committee 
Shad earlier reported to the 
I legislature that it delayed a

of B.C. Municipalities wanted 
more time to study the ques­
tion.

e city sent a wire to the 
government earlier Tuesday 
asking for this action.

However, the government de­
leted another request by council 
that the city charter be 
amended to establish a $200 
deposit for all civic candidates.

J. Donald Smith (SC-Victoria) 
objected to the change in status 
of tenant electors on the 
grounds that it granted special 
privileges to Vancouver .resi­
dents. He said the same right1

■

Bennett coy] 
on election

legislature uiai it ucm^cu a uçuu».
[request from city council that should be extended to tenants m 
[this be done bejywsrttie Union oth~TutL

Province Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA—Premier Bennett | 

said Tuesday night he hasn’t I 
made up his mind whether to| 
call a provincial election this |

| year or next.
Would he make the decision j 

while the session is in progress? [ 
“Not during the session, the! 

premier said. “That is liable | 
to last only a few days more.” | 

Bennett added, however, 1 
there would be no quick trips E 

I to Government House to seel 
Lieutenant - Governor Pearkes, I 
presumably about dissolving the! 
27th legislative assembly so| 
that an election could be called. | 

I He told reporters: “You| 
won’t have to hang around on| 
Saturday.”

vi
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mm aids
speculators, 
claims MLA

The government was charged 
by an opposition MLA Tuesday 
night with helping promoters, 
speculators and industrial in­
terests at the expense of the 
homeowner.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East) tried unsuccess­
fully to have debate adjourned 
on third reading of the bill 
limiting assessment increases 
on all property to five per cent 
annually starting in 1967.

He said the delay would 
allow Vancouver city council to 
put its opposition to the Bill be 
fore the government.

Any such measure should be 
restricted to helping the home- 
owner, Macdonald said.

SHIFTS BURDEN
Instead the bill in its present 

form would seem to help 
promoters, speculators and in 
dustrial properties by shifting 
some of their tax burden onto 
the homeowner, he said.

Macdonald was the only MLA 
to vote against the bill on third, 
reading, final approval before 
the formality of royal assent 
at the session’s end.

Earlier, Attorney • General 
Bonner, in an interview, de­
fended the government's new 
assessment legislation.

He said the change doesn't 
take effect until 1967 and won’t 
effect municipal plans for the

commg year
CAN BE IGNORED

It doesn’t prevent local 
assessors from making assess- 
ment changes if the use to 

!H which the property is put 
changes, Bonner said.

There is a further provision, 
he added, that allows local 
assessors to ignore the five per 
cent ceiling when it is found un­
justified inequalities exist. If 

Bonner said the measure isffl 
designed to fight inflation u! 
where it affects the average ||. 
citizen in extraordinary jumps H 
in property assessments. If’ 

He said the effect of the i ^ 
change will probably be to in-|| 
crease provincial contributions jp 
towards education costs thus Ik 
relieving the property owner of $ 
some of the burden.

STABLE LEVEL 
This is due to the fadt assess- '6 

ments will now be kept at what 
Bonner termed a fairly stable 
level while school costs are 
expected to rise.

In Vancouver, city council

üpro
...

H Tuesday urged the government 
Hto withdraw or at least post­

pone the new legislation.
Aldermen said it appeared 

the government had brought in 
the legislation without giving 

$ sufficient study to its ramifica­
tions, though Socred MLA Bert 
Price said later in a phone call 
to a city official that a great j 
deal of study had gone into it.

Aid. Bob Williams said the 
new regulation was the result 
of pressure applied on the gov­
ernment by Vancouver real es­
tate interests. He said the only 
people who will benefit from the 
proposal will be speculators. 

HELPS BIG MAN 
The government once more■"“■■I*

--««■ -««■■■■■■II**HJçitries to cloak an act as some-, 
fHk'dthing to help the little man, but 
'this will help only the big 

man,** Williams said, 
i City assessment and legal of­
ficials say the legislation could 
upset the purpose of assess­
ments in B.C., which is equit­
ableness on taxable property. 
Assessments, as dictated by 
provincial regulations, are bas-|»a«w 

; ed on 50 per cent of market 
M value.
j But the proposed legislation 

Wmcould destroy this.
“There will be distortions in 

B* assessments." Hector Urquhart,
! the city’s chief land valuator 
j.; told council, “there will be dis- 

- tortions lot-by-lot and block by- 
#5&>. block."

AIDS SPECULATORS 
| A report to council pointed 

Ejj out that when the city rezones 
land to a higher use, the value 

|pj could jump by 100 per cent ov 
|0 night. But until that land 
I f( actually developed to its higher 

use, the maximum annual as- 
' scssment hike would be five per

IHh cent.

I Once the land is developed to 
Its new use, the five per cent 
restriction does not apply. How­
ever, it does apply as long as 
the land remains in its former 

[H state. Williams says this will 
encourage speculators to ob­
tain large tracts of land and 
sit with them until they get the 
price they want.

Burnaby Reeve Emmott Tues­
day urged the provincial gov­
ernment to confer with the 
Union of B.C. Municipalities be­
fore proceeding with the legisla-1 
tion. . .

Reeve Emmott, who is presi-l 
1 dent of the UBCM, endorsed g 
I Vancouver's stand in opposing y

1 • - - !

x;".,. -2)

,1 '
1 -.*i/11 I

heeesi

Fisheries 
minister 
proposed
A provincial minister of fish-j

Ieries was recommended Tues-[ 
day by a special legislative | 
committee.

The report filed in the House 1 
said the creation of the new| 
cabinet post would depend uponB 
establishment of satisfactory! 
provincial authority and juris- B 
diction over commercial fish-1 
eries in B.C. coast waters.
It urged negotiation of an 
agreement with Ottawa to grant 
B.C. greater jurisdiction in this 
field because of what the report 
termed the interlocking nature 
of resources, solely under pro­

vincial control, and fisheries,

■

I which is partly pro vinciaTf fresh 
water and oysters) and partly| 
federal.

As things now stand, the! 
report said, jurisdiction and[ 

■ regulation of the important west| 
coast fishing industry is con-1 
fused by the lack of clear cut| 
understanding between federal i| 
and provincial authorities.

It recommended provincial |

I representation on the federal! 
fisheries board and at federal! 
conferences and listed areas injj 
which jurisdictional guidelines! 
should be clarified.
These include: Limiting the g 
number of commercial 
licences; control of quasi-sport I 
commercial fishing activities;! 
unregulated exploitation of fish-■ 
eries by non-resident sport! 
fishermen; licencing of tidal| 
sport fishing.

If B.C. is given more jurisdic-l 
tion, the committee suggested,! 
funds should be provided for! 
establishment of a provincial! 
culture branch to promote |

I better spawning.

*7» -

Farm labor 
ills complex
The select committee on agri-

I culture said Tuesday it can’t 
see an end to farm labor prob­
lems in B.C. until wages are 
competitive with those in in­
dustry.
Its report to the legislature 
said the problem was far too 
complex for detailed study in 
the time available, but it made S3 
the following recommendations 
for consideration at future fed-„ 
eral-provincial conferences.
The committee said consld-

Ieration should be given to bring­
ing farm workers under the 
Minimum Wage Act.
It also suggested that farm

I labor be allowed to participate 
in the unemployment insurance 

scheme on a voluntary basis.
The provincial agricultural 
manpower committee should 
compile an inventory of avail­
able farm labor and try to find 
out what immediate and long 
term farm labor needs are in 

B.C.
The report said the commit-

Itee should sit again at the next 
session to continue its studies.

k ; ' ' '
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Town in park

Strachan calls report 
a ‘class A snowjob’

Opposition Leader Strachan 
branded as a “class A snowjob" 
the report of a special legis- 
" tive committee which recom­
mended establishment of a 
townsite in Strathcona Park.

The report, filed in the 
[legislature Tuesday, said West­
ern Mines Ltd., should be 
allowed to locate a townsite 
.lose to the mine on Myra 

Creek at the south end of Buttle 
Lake within, the Vancouver 
Island provincial park.

The application by the com­
pany was opposed by parks 
planners and outdoors groups 
during hearings held by the 
special committee on the con­
tentious townsite issue.

Strachan, a member of the 
committee, tried unsuccessful 
to block filing of the report with 
the House.

He said: “I’m opposed to this 
report even being received and 
read." But in the vote that 
[followed the Liberals supported 
the government against this 
[NDP stand and the report was 
read.

Later Strachan said outside 
the House he considered the 
committee’s report was nothing 
more than a public relations 
campaign on behalf of the 
government’s park policy.

The report said the site of the 
proposed town for mining com­
pany employees should be as 
close as is practicable to the 
mine.

Conditions under which the

townsite is built and main­
tained, it added, must be within 
rigid controls determined by 
Recreation Minister Kieman,

It is the responsibility of 
Western Mines, the report said, 
to prevent pollution of Buttle 
Lake either through operations1 
of the mine or townsite.

The Pollution Control Board 
should exercise the most strin­
gent controls with a continuing 
survey and inspection of Buttle 
Lake waters, it added.

The committee said its recom 
mendation should not be 
interpreted as a precedent for 
future government policy in the 
multi-use concept of park lands.

It urged the government to 
try and negotiate the purchase 
of other existing mineral claims 
and timber berths in class A 
parks. The committee added the 
government should try to get: 
more recreational land in the 
Forbidden Plateau area ad­
jacent to Strathcona Park.

The report said: “Your com­
mittee recognizes the difficulty 
of administering a provincial 
parks policy which in the past 
permitted indiscriminate 
staking of mineral claims and 
allowance of timber berths 
within park boundaries.

‘It concurs with the govern­
ment policy which introduces a 
new concept preventing any 
further alienations of class A 
parklands and establishes 
totally inviolate conservancy 
areas.”

Voluntary access] 
program expansion 

urged in future
Voluntary access programs :,v; 

which allow recreation seek- U;-, 
ers to use logging roads and rÿ:.

. other forest industry facilities ffl 
I during non-working hours are 
J functioning well, the legisla­
te ture was told Tuesday.
% The special committee rei 
| viewing the access program, |
1 said a spirit of co-operation | 
y exists between industry, re- 
| creation groups and the gov- i 

|j emment.
f It recommended present 
I voluntary access programs 
I be encouraged to continue 
[j and said a further review 
ji should be undertaken by a 
I legislative committee in two 
| years time. The new study 
| should have specific refer- 
| ence to access problems in 
ü the interior of the province,
I the report said.

Special bill for Shelford
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The15 government has 
I introduced a bill to reimburse 

Omineca MLA Cyril Shelford for 
$5,000 of his personal expenses while 
rendering “extensive and excep­
tional services" in Connection with 
the royal commission on gasoline 

| prices.
Shelford was credited with getting 

[the government to set up the com- 
I mission late in 1963 and spent much 
I of his time in the more than 18

months of hearings that followed. 
The commission report was tabled 
in the legislature last week.

Premier Bennett introduced the bill 
at the start of the Tuesday afternoon 
silting and the legislature gave it first 
reading.

Shelford said later outside the 
House the government’s action came 
as a complete surprise.

“I was amazed. I never dreamed 
of such a thing," he said. He added 
he would use the money to pay off 
some $2,000 in accumulated debts and

would like to take his wife on a Euro- ! 
pean vacation sometime in the near g 
future.

Would he participate as fully in the I 
recently-established royal commission j 
on auto insurance which begins hear- j 
ings in Victoria May 2.

Shelford replied that there were | 
several MLAs more qualified to| 
handle this subject. But he said he f 
would try and convince some organi­
zations he belonged to that they J 
should make submissions.



Campbell under heavy fire 
in Coquitlam land scandal PTj?"'

trounce Victoria Barca*

, VICTORIA — Coquitlam coun­
ty was instructed to straighten 
out a situation caused by a land 
scandal last year, the legisla­
ture was told Wednesday.

Municipal Affairs Minister 
Campbell, under heavy opposi 

rtion criticism for his handling 
Lf the affair which resulted in 
|a government inquiry, indicated 
that so far council hasn’t seen
fit to act. • t «

I Municipal Clerk Francis Le- 
| land Pohst and Assessor William 
I James Jovce were suspended as 
a result "of the inquiry later, 
after visiting the minister in 
[Victoria, the* were reinstated 
without loss of pay by a cabinet |y 
order-in-council.

Campbell denied opposition 
charges that the cabinet order 
was designed to “whitewash” 
the actions of the officials be

cause one was a prominent So-; 
cial Credit party member. • j

Opposition Leader Strachan, j| 
renewing charges he made dur- ■ ] 
ing the throne debate at the ! ; 
start of the current session. | 
said Campbell’s action is proof i 
that B C. citizens don't have j 
any recourse if they are ; 
wronged.

| “There isn't much use of any 1 
citizen in this province com-1 
plaining about any action by j 
municipal employees no matter < j 
what they do because the minis-1 j 
ter will cover it up,” Strachan J 
said.

Campbell said the government -1 
took the view that the officials ,> 
were guilty only of technical in­
fractions of the Municipal Act.
He added that an elected coun- 
cil was responsible for its own , | 
actions.

“We took the position that 
this was quite improper conduct |

.

, and the municipality was so in- 
! formed and the ' municipality 
| was in fact instructed to correct 
1 this situation,” the minister 

said.
Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdnev) 

said if an error was made 
j someone is-suffering from that 

yi error and in this case the in- 
: jured party was the original 
§| complainants.
i “If ever there was a case 

for an ombudsman, this is It," 
said Barrett.

Attorney^General Bonner said 
it must first he determined 
whether damage had been suf­
fered by any of the parties. ; 
how much, and at what level | 
of government the damages 

} should be discharged, 
j He said Campbell had indi- i 
Seated he would be quite willing j. 

-j to discuss the matter further j 
, with the original complainants.

—

Old power play
By IAN STREET 

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Events the past few days in 
li the legislature have led to renewed charges 
j that Vancouver plans are being thwarted by 
j a handful of minor provincial figures in the 
| private bills committee.

Dr. Pat McGeer, MLA for Point Grey, 
Ü claims the committee treats city council, 
i1 which governs more than 400,000 people, 
[j like a group of juvenile delinquents.

He argues the long list of trivial requests 
j] that, must come before the committee in 
11 the form of amendments to the city charter 
|! demeans the status of city council.

It’s time the government gave some con- 
j] sidération to what might be termed re- 
| patriation of Vancouver’s constitution, ac- 
J cording to McGeer.

He wants broader powers for council and 
j complete authority to govern within these 
I powers.

A government spokesman, who asked that 
I his name not be used because he doesn’t 
I want to be drawn into a slanging match 
| with the opposition, said this is nonsense.

The city already has broad powers and 
j complete authority, he argues, and if any 
broader powers are required then Vancou- 

I ver should ask for them.
What brought the issue to a head this 

I week was the government’s action in re­
storing a section of the private bill contain­
ing city charter amendments which grants 
tenants the right to run for municipal of- 

I fice.
This section had previously been removed 

| by the private bills committee.
In the eyes of critics like McGeer the 

I trouble in private bills committee is largely 
due to the influence of two long-time Socred 

I backbenchers—Secretary Bert Price, MLA

for Burrard, and the chairman, Alex Mat­
thew, MLA for Vancouver Centre.

Price, as the senior Vancouver member, 
for years has acted as sponsor for the city’s 
private bills containing charter amend- 
ments.

He claims that Vancouver has in all im­
portant respects got the charter amend­
ments it has requested, though he admits ? 
not always without some delays. Any hold­
up, according to Price, has usually been 
due to the fact the city, proposal would '. 
have "too much effect on the Municipal 
Act."

“It’s the fact that Vancouver has its own 
charter, with some special powers to meet 
big city needs while the rest of the cities 
and municipalities in the province come 
under general legislation, that gives rise 
to complaints about special status.

The cry was taken up in the legislature 
again Tuesday by J. Donald Smith, MLA 
for Victoria. He argued that Vancouver / 
tenants shouldn’t enjoy the privilege of 
being able to run for council if those in 
other cities are denied.

Price says he is bothered by the kind of 
rural smalltown thinking that some “out­
side" MLAs apply to Vancouver problems.

But he admits a major factor in the com­
mittee’s decision to reject the Vancouver 
charter request for tenant office-holders 
was the current province-wide study of this 
question by the Union of B.C. Munic­
ipalities.

Says McGeer: "I’m very resentful of the 
rurally-dominated legislature which tries to j 
impose simple rural verities on policies of | 
a metropolitan area."

Few would argue that there Is room for ? 
improvement. But the government claims { 
the notion of a civic authority that is law j 
unto itself is basically a proposal to take 
Vancouver out of the province of B.C.

W



VICTORIA — All revenue re- 
jj reived by the government from 

mines inside provincial parks 
' should be used to improve the 

park system in B.C.. the legis- 
: lature was told Wednesday.
1 Bert Price (SC - Vancouver 

,4 ^ Burrard) said there is going to 
he some mining in provincial 
parks under park use permits 

I granted by the department of 
; recreation and conservation.

He suggested all revenue re- 
| ceived from these operations. 
I even if it is only the portion of 

the income tax returned to B.C.

by Ottawa, should be used toi 
swell the budget of the parks! 
branch.

Mines Minister Brothers fi 
earlier told the House he . 
couldn’t answer a question from |
Opposition Leader Strachan L 

, about the number of mining ! 
claims staked in provincial I 

C£‘ parks during the past year. I 
' Brothers didn't comment on r 

, ^ the idea put forward by the £
Socred backbencher. J

■ 1 Randolph Harding (NDP-Kas- ' 
lo Slocan) called on the govern­
ment to do something about idle j 

■■

Stewart - Cassiar road 
aid sought from Ottawa!

I province. f
Some have laid idle for upj 

I to 60 years. Harding said, and] 
J i-s possible under existing I 
| regulations to keep title to these j 
I claims by paying the govern 
| ment as little as 25 cents an 
| acre a year.

Harding said he had a claim 
| on which he had done some I 
j work and wasn't particularly! 
j anxious to lose it, but felt some-1 
j thing should be done to cfl^èct j 
1 the situation.

B.C. will seek further federal 
aid shortly for completion of 
the Stewart-Cassiar Highway.

! Mines Minister Brothers told | 
| the legislature Wednesday.

Brothers said he will meet 
! federal Resources Minister Pe- 
i pin in May or June to ask for 
! aid on Stewart-Cassiar and 

other mining roads in B.C. 
j He was answering opposition! 

complaints that little has been

done by the provincial govern ! 
ment on the road in the past|

The road was started under| 
the federally-sponsored Roads l1 
to Resources program, but the! 
Liberal government ended thisr' 
cost sharing agreement. Pre-| 
mier Bennett has promised thatfc 
if no further aid is forthcom- JR 
ing B.C. will finish the project^

Further study later

PET BILL LOST
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The legislature's private hills committee has recom­
mended no action be taken now on a controversial bill 
for operation of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals.

It reported to the legislature that provisions contained 
in the bill require further study and should not be pro­
ceeded with.

MPs on both sides of the House had criticized the 
bill when it was introduced by the government earlier ly 
in the session. IjiBHMStPS

The main points of criticism dealt with wide powers £3 
it gave the SPCA to seize and destroy animals and charge jjj 
anyone who attempted to interfere with obstruction.

Attorney-General Bonner said the powers members £c|j 
objected to were already contained in other provincial BHlr®8 
statutes and were simply being consolidated into this one g 
act. However, he said the government agreed to further | 
study of the bill in committee.

jjjjjpjfll
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Arbitration powers kept
The government has decided, 

! on the advice of a special legis- 
I latjve committee, to retain 
1 powers of arbitration in fish 

g price disputes.
A bill introduced earlier in 

I the current session proposed 
repeal of the section of the 
provincial Fisheries Act cover­
ing arbitration. The reason giv­
en for this action was that B.C. 
felt the matter came within 

[federal jurisdiction.

The repeal proposal, however, 
was withdrawn by Attorney- 
General Bonner during com­
mittee debate on the bill in the 
House Wednesday.

During public hearings, the 
special committee on commer­
cial fisheries was urged by 
fishermen to hang onto the law 
and ask Ottawa for wider con­
trol over the fishing industry 
on the west coast.
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Judgment at the Curb-Side
Now that Attorney-General Bonner 

has spelled out his legislation to im­
mobilize suspected borderline drinking 
drivers, initial reservations are con­
firmed.

Policemen are to be granted judge and 
jury power to rule off the road drivers 
whom they suspect may be impaired but 
not sufficiently so as to be convicted in 
proper courts under the proper law of 
the land.

Because blood alcohol testing devices 
are not universally available, the kan­
garoo curb-side courts at first will be 
held only in the Lower Mainland and on 
Vancouver Island, thus making hardware 
inventory and geography the arbiter in 
determing two levels of justice, two de­
grees of police powers and civil rights.

Debate in the legislature when the 
amendments come up later this week is 
expected to be spirited. No one is likely 
to champion the impaired driver. But 
this is not the issue. What is at issue 
is the usurption of court powers by the 
police, and what, in British jurisprudence, 
is the abhorrent principle that a man is 
guilty until proven innocent Whether or 
not the wrong means are to be employed 
to gain the right end, however, it is ex­
pected that the amendments will become 
law.

It is well, then, to ask again what we 
are getting into.

The principal objection remains, of 
course, the transfer from the courts to 
the individual policeman of the author­
ity to suspend a citizen’s privileges. This 
is a dangerous path, as was recognized 
by Vancouver city prosecutor Stewart 
McMorran last week in his criticism of 
Victoria police chief Jack Gregory’s re­
quest for wider police powers.

Pension 
| Benefits 
Introduced

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The provincial t 

| government will pay supplemen- H 
Itary allowances to retired civil 
U servants who cannot qualify for 
I the Canada Pension Plan, it was 
| disclosed here Monday.

The extra pension benefits 
| were provided in amendments 
| to the Civil Service Superannua­
tion Act, introduced to the 
I legislature by Provincial Secre­
tary Wesley Black.

Black also introduced bills to,
I integrate future pensions for 
I civil servants, teachers and 
I municipal employees with the 
I Canada Pension Plan.

First of all, Mr. McMorran reaffirmed 
his belief in the role of the courts to 
judge guilt and innocence—a testimonial 
novel enough these days, it sometimes 
seems, to be downright refreshing. “We ’ 
have to believe this,” said Mr. McMor­
ran, "if the law is to mean anything." »

Then Mr. McMorran turned to Chief “ 
Gregory’s request for easily obtainable 
search warrants. He thought this could 
get out of hand, "and some policemen 
might abuse this right." He said further, j 
“we cannot allow the law authority to ;’S 
walk into a person’s residence for no 5 
other reason than a hunch or whim."

Exactly. If the law is to mean any­
thing, it is the courts which must judge 
guilt or innocence, not policemen who 
could abuse their power on a hunch or 
a whim. For householders simply read •! 
drivers.

One imagines the Bonner law will get 
an early test in the courts. Legal con­
sensus now would indicate that it may ' 
prove hard to upset. There are precedents 
—not least of which is the arbitrary 
power of our own Motor Vehicles Branch 
to suspend drivers’ licences even though 
the driver already has paid the penalties 
laid down by the courts.

But whatever the technical cleverness 
of the new legislation, the price to be i 
paid, in erosion of liberty, deserves ser- 
ious reckoning before these amendments !; 
become law. The public might indeed 
prefer trusting its fate to an over-zealous t - 
policeman than to a borderline impaired. 
driver. Many will remain unconvinced, 
however, that within the framework of 
Anglo-Saxon judicial practice there is no 3| 
better choice than this. •

MEDICARE ISSUE

Gov't Ruin Seen
By FRANK RUTTER Macdonald was speaking dur- 
Sun Victoria Bureau ing the second reading of a bill 

VICTORIA — History will he boosting subsidies to low wage

■*#*
I repeated and the Socred gov
■ eminent will be defeated be­
lt cause it charges premiums for 
I medicare, an opposition ML A 
g predicted Monday.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van- 
Icouver East) recalled in the 
I legislature that the coalition 
I government, headed by Premier
■ Byron (“Boss”) Johnson was 
I ousted in 1952, and, he said, the 
■reason was the premium it 
I charged for hospital insurance.

Now the present government
■ is perpetuating health care 
I through premiums in the B.C. 
| Medical Plan, Macdonald said.

“Unless the premium system
■ goes, it will pull down this 
[government at the polls as it 
[pulled down Boss Johnson," he 
| said.

He charged that B.C. is 
I holding back national medicare
■ by pursuing its own course — 
[not the type of plan envisaged 
| by the Hall royal commission or

govern!

earners for medicare.
It increases subsidies from 50 

to 90 per cent of premiums for 
people with no taxable income 
and from 25 to 50 per cent for 
those with $1.000 or less taxable, 
income.

Provincial Secretary Wesley 
Black said more than 67 per 
cent, or 64,362 of the plan’s 
95,944 subscribers qualify for 
the subsidies.

At present. 51,716. more than 
half, get a 50 per cent subsidy, 
he said.

The total number, he said, 
represent 198.434 people, when j 
their dependents are counted.

Liberal leader Ray Perrault I 
said B.C.’s plan does not meet 
the requirements laid down by j 
Ottawa for provinces to join 
national medicare scheme by] 
July 1, 1967, because it is notj 
universal.

The bill was given ? second j 
lading unanimously.
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inwlNTEREST LOANS STUDIED

Plans Considered to Help 
'Hard-Pressed' Buy Home

have to be worked out. but he eism centered on the payment 
guessed that some organization of the grant only to home 
would be set up to make loans, owners..
It might be a government

Bt IAS MacALMNE 
See Victoria Bureaa 

VICTORIA — A plan to help 
hard-pressed families buy 
homes b being considered by 
the provincial 
Premier W. A

Liberal leader Ray Perrault^ 
said that if the grant is to be a 
divident from B.C.’s natural® 
resources it is rank discrimina-« 
tion to give it only to a segment;^ 
of the population.
‘ANY RELIEF*

“But any tax relief, even if it1| 
on low month!) payments so is imperfect, must be.v 
that the total home payment accepted.” he said, 
would not be much more than Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van-J 
the people were paying as coiiver East) said the grant| 
renters. Bennett explained. should be paid to all apartment!

For example, he said people dwellers. He said an apartment j 
paying $40 a month rent might is just as much a home as ant 
be able to move into a new ordinary dwelling, 
house for $75 a month, if it was Macdonald said that peoplep 
w ithin their earning power. who buy apartments get the|

• We expect this to be our grant, but these are only the| 
next move but I'm not making a wealthy who can afford the;, 
promise when it will come into $30.000 to $50,000 units, 
effect,” said the premier. “Why neglect the tenant?” he^

“This shows you how young said, urging an amendment toi 
this government is. always the bill to encompass apartment

government. 
C. Bennett

revealed Monday.
It would involve giving low 

interest loans enabling people to 
make down payments and at 
the same time would qualify 
them immediately for the home 

i owner grant, he said.
Bennett disclosed during de 

bate on a bill to rabe the home 
.owner grant from $100 to $110 
thb year that the finance 
department has begun a study-

renters.

- '.:y

rgrave Urges
[Change in Law
f Sun Victoria Bureau 
I VICTORIA — An opposition 
MLA pressed ahead Monday 
with his own bid for laws

first reading.

MPs CLASH 
OVER MAYORSNOBODY TOLD BOSS

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Burnaby 

Socred MLA Charles Mac- 
Sorley said Monday the people 
of B.C. didn’t think much of 
their mayors and reeves.

He drew cries of “shame” 
m. the legislature when he 
said: “Of 16 mayors and 
reeves who ran in the last 
(provincial) election only two 
were elected — that shows 
you the regard the people of 
B.C. have for them.”

Opposition leader Robert 
Strachan, potesting, said:

Sen Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—The man in charge of the gov­

ernment department that has to decide if a mine 
on dump tailings into Buttle Lake said Monday 
that he found out about the waste disposal plan 
by reading a newspaper.

Deputy Water Resources Minister A. F. Paget 
rode the disclosure during a special legislative 
committee hearing on the location of Western 
Mmes within Strathcona Park and its proposed 
waste plan.

Paget said the water resources department has 
***■ «wipany’s plan. He said he learned 

«toe scheme to dump tailings into the lake by 
"jjdmg a newspaper report about an earlier com-
"**“ meeting.

the ones who got defeated.
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The Liberals used to vote 
against it, but have now 
changed their minds.

They have come to realize 
these grants are extremely 
popular with the people who 
receive them, and any MLA 
who votes against them is 
liable to face defeat in the 
polling booths.

NDP Leo Nimsick of Cran- 
brook does a slow burn 
whenever he writes to the 
premier, and, for his pains, is 
ignored from on high. The 
premier is famous for not 
answering letters.

Mr. Nimsick complained in 
the legislature this week 
about this seeming lack of 
good manners, and then he 
received a double affront.

The liquor profits are now paying for the home- 
owner grants, if you care to look at it that way.

Cabinet ministers say our natural resources pay t 
grants. It’s all a matter of opinion.

The liquor profits are now 
ning about $3? million a year, ai 
that is the total of the homi 
owner grants, now that they*' 
gone up to $110 this session.

So, even- time you buy a bob 
tlè you may feel you are helping B 
the home owners, though if you 3 
rent you’ll not be helping your- ^ 

| self, only the other fellow. This is 
" ■Social Credit, special privileges to 3

none- fairaess 10 aH*
* The premier this week had the ||

unalloyed political joy of seeing A 
Liberal and New Democratic % 
oppositionists stand shoulder-to- 1 
shoulder with Social Credit for ^ 

NESBITT these grants. Premier Bennett s
% riream-cosie-lrue. pie in-the sky. a Social Credit dividend, a j 

political gimmick of the fir-*, magnitude
MHW—fc i < m
e complained, the pre , Si

mier turned his back on Mr |
Nimsick and began to talk to j 
cabinet ministers in the row ; 
behind.

This caused Mr. Nimsick to 
yell that it was bad enough to 
have his letter ignored, but * 
when the premier would not j 
listen to him in the legislature 
it was ten times worse.

The premier, hearing the } f 
yell, swung around, rose up L 
and said, oh so politely, that I 
while his back may have been 
turned, and he was talking, he 
was also listening to every­
thing Mr. Nimsick was say­
ing. and paying the greatest 
attention

He said he had received Mr.
Nimsick's letter, and had read 

with the greatest interet

Such attention from on high . 
placated the wrathy Mr Nim­
sick a little

Iers s 

live 1

Oppositionists wept Monday
1 for the municipalities, which 

now lake the place of farm- 
when it comes to legLsla- 
tear=.

Oppositionists say the muni- 
•T; cipalities are most shabbily 

, treated by this government, 
v which insists that B.C. muni- , 
-cipalities are the best treated 

in all Canada. Neither side 
i will give in an inch.

The legislature can never 
reach a conclusion on this 
subject. It seems to be a 
matter of political opinion.

The municipalities. of 
course, agree with the opposi-

iPBSF:S
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r Ferry Hike Given
lu

Sun Victoria Bureau discuss it with ferry manager 
VICTORIA — A wage boost Monty Aldous 

j*for every employee of the B C Bennett said the raises will be 
Ferry Authority was announced effective this year.

^Monday by Premier W. A C. It was later understood they 
§Bennett. will be from April 1 or

He said it will be made retroactive to that date.
►ossible by the government Bennett said the raise will be 

ipaying off the authority’s $37 separate from the general civil 
|million debts. service boost announced ir. his
ti Bennett made his announce- budget.
Ement shortly before the legisla The premier in the legislature^ 
fjture gave second reading — also told MLAs that present 
^approval in principle — to a bill federal shipbuilding subsidies of 
Hauthorizing the debt payoff from 25 per cent should be returned 
^government funds or invest- to 40 per cent, the amount of- 
ImentS in the current budget fered by the previous Conserva- 
|year. Itive government.

Later, outside the House. He defended the terry author- 
lennett said he could not give ity against opposition charges of 

1 details of the boost, but would slave labor.

■ nil

!

r m



m
1966TUESDAY, MARCH

'Election' Speech ! 
Offers Cash Help

By FRANK RITTER word in twice, but wasn't
Sun Victoria Bureau recognized by the speaker be-

VICTORIA — Premier W A. fore Bennett formally closed the 
jc. Bennett Monday promised debate.
I more increases in provincial | Little said he did not object to 
! grants to municipalities in what more aid to municipalities, but 
, he admitted was an election felt the per capita grants should 
1 campaign speech. be higher for areas with a

It was the latest of many population between 3.500 and 
| hints, threats and suggestions in 12.500. Little said the grants 
| the legislature that a 1966 should be boosted to $20, not 
i provincial election is planned. $4.
■ Bennett was in full oratorical This »s because municipalities 
flight about government aid to are at their toughest period of 
municipalities. expansion when their population

He was defending existing is around I2-500- he said 
j grants during second reading of Although all opposition MLAs 
a bill boosting per capital supported the bill, many of 

j payments to municipalities by I them attacked the government 
j $4. for not doing enough for muni- |

“Certainly this isn't the final ; ciPalities.
I formula." he said. ONE SUGGESTION
j “This isn t the last increase Liberal leader Rav Perrault 
i municipalities will receive by offered the government one 
|this government. From this suggestion for more aid.

1 government to the municipal!- „ ., ,, , , .
ties and people of Ihe province He sald “ cou'd he dona ^ 
we will expend more each and!exem<’llnS Pr0Perl>- tax« from 
pvprv vpflr provincial income tax levies. .,

j Perrault quoted a letter he I 
MORE MONEY received from federal Finance

Bennett said he would give no I Minister Mitchell Sharp Feb. 18 ; 
I commitment to increase any, which said this would bel 
particular grant every year, but!possible when existing federal-j; 

smore money would be forthcom- provincial tax sharing agree-: 
j ing. ments expire at the end of the
j “Is this a campaign speech?” year and have to be renegoti- ■: 
shouted Liberal leader Ray ated. j Perrault. Pat McGeer (L—Point Grey)

j “Yes.” Bennett replied, and said the $4 per capita boost was s 
! sat down grinning hugely. j “picayune” and “pathetic.”
5 Later, he would only smile | “If a person is gasping for 

I when asked by The Sun to air you don t deny him breath,” ;* 
t elaborate. ! McGeer said.
I The increased per capital >
; grants were approved in prin-H»
J ciple by all MLAs but one.

Skeena Socred Dudley Little ^09 
t was the lone opponent in a 46-1 pgBB|
I vote.
TRIED TWICE

Little didn’t speak during the 
debate on second reading of the 
bill. But he told reporters 
afterwards he had tried to cet a

j v’ 4 **< ’ V
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VICTORIA — The premier and his cabinet min­
isters, says Liberal leader Ray Perrault, show a con­
tempt for democracy.

The premier, and his cabinet ministers, said. the NDP’s 
Arthur Turner of Vancouver East, violate all the true prin­

ciples of democracy.
The premier and his cabinet min­

isters, hearing this, feigned shock 
and they uttered words which 
meant they are not the enemies of 
democracy, but in very truth its 
defenders. And with this sentiment 
the government's backbenchers, or 
most of them, wore in full agree-

Thus the legislature Tuesday got 
itself all involved, right up to its 
neck in politics, as the redistribu­
tion of legislative seats bill was 
banged around and tossed hither 
and thither with much shouting and 
pounding of Mr. Speaker's gavel.

All the big gun’s were in full action, barking away. Re­
distribution. of course, always causes legislative uproar and 
bad feelings, name-calling and anguished howls. It always 
has and always will.

ir*

M
NESBITT
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■h '|. suspicious of a government's M 
fj motives, and a government is jMM 
0 determined to do what it sees Bj 
S ; fit. and ride roughshod over jUgf 
E the opposition, which, after 
Hi all. is the only way to get 
j||i things done.

? This is a government re- 
sponsibility and it’s quite S __
right.

E The government, not the ^^^Bf
■ Opposition, was elected to do H
■ the governing, and that hard. H 
■ cold fact of politics should not ■
B be forgotten by anybody. B 
|P whether inside or outside the

Sure, there's some political 
Bj hanky-panky in the premier's 

Redistribution Bill.
Under the watchful, sharp 

I eye of that man Bennett, as 
I the oppositionists call him, the |
I government is looking after 

J itself as best it can.
I That is not dishonorable, as 

K Mr. Perrault said:
| It is only being* politically 

E sensible, and down-to-the-poll- 
ing-booths practical, 

h The Opposition would do the 
same if it had power equal to 

W the government.
| The Liberals need not feel |

Si so pure about redistribution.
i All we have to do is look I 

^ into redistributions of the past I 
to learn that Liberal premiers [ 

jj engaged in political hanky- 
panky, too. and looked after |

[ themselves.
NDPcrs have never had 

| chance, in this province, or in I 
I Ottawa, to do any redistribut­

ing. If they had. I’d say they 
look after themselves quite |

1 adequately

* * *
i ' The premier's on quite a f 
IS spot, I can hardly wait to see C 

how he’s going to get off it.
You see, he said he didn't | 

||| wipe out Allin constituency t 
because it's represented by a L 

H native Indian. Frank Calder. | 
| To wipe out Allin. said the ti 

§|§ premier, tears in his political 
II eyes at the mere possibility, 

would be an insult to all the 
Bj natives, our first citizens, 
B those people we have so 
Ej shamefully neglected, and 

EB w hom some people would now 
0 rob of their most precious 

|||?i heritage their own native 
Indian MLA.

gyp Disgraceful! The very nega- 
Bk*! tion of democracy' 
jRtj Mr. Calder. naturally, is all 

fe;' for Atlin remaining a separate 
riding, though the Angus 
commission said it should be 
split up. and form part of a L 
new an much bigger conslitu-

" suppose Mr. Calder feels’ 
eternally grateful to the pre 
inter hut as yet I see no sign 

■ 0f these two playing political 
footsie, though the premier is 
evidently casting goo-goo eyes 
up Atlin way.

When Mr. Calder said he s 
| for redistribution as the pre- 

mier sees it. as far as Atlin s 
concerned anyway, the pre­
mier, naturally, pounded his 
desk and beamed upon Mr. 
Calder. and someone in the 
opposition wanted to know if 
the premier would run a 
Social Créditer against NDP 
Mr. Calder.

Up hopped the premier and 
said, quirk

■

that

■ coaxing charm, that he's j 
Bj hopeful Mr. Calder will see ‘

illtP thc 2reat üRht, that it will j 
bask upon him. that he will - 

|jgS foresake those Socialists, and 
run under the Social Credit ] 

«Bn banner.
1 Please now. Mr Calder. j

■ Please walk into our cozy 
parlor!

* + *
j Hearing this invitation from

BBS legislature's top man. i.
^ quiet Mr. Calder looked some- j 

ppHl; what stunned, and gave no ,3|
Bj indication what he'll do. 

k Such a thought as going | 
Social Credit had never before 

ÊÊB-j popped into his head.
But the premier, of course. *

L toys with all sorts of ideas, j# 
and he had it figured out that 
if only Mr ( aider would turn | 

BMI Social Credit and run in Atlin. . 
the premier would he off that i 

p- hot spot, in grace and victory, .u 
to.- and all our true natives would 
H love him forever more

I'd say Mr. Calder won't be |
I jumping out of the Strachan |
J ranks, and so the premier will 1 

have to let him capture Atlin | 
by acclamation.

| The premier won't like 
I» doing that, hut what else can Bj 

■I he do '
I However, you know our jB 

premier, when comes to SS 
3SHBE3 taking a Social Credit second 

look, has no hesitation if he 
thinks it will work out to his ijSfl 
own political advantage.

That’s why it’ll soon be 14 
years since that fateful 
August evening in 1952. when, 
to his astonishment, he w-as 
plummeted into the province’s 
No. 1 seat.



Gov't Faces 
Socred Revolt

Clamps Lid on Fight 
Over New Riding Plan

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — A new Socred redistribution rëbëf- 
lion rumbled in the legislature Tuesday.

It was prevented from flaring wide open, though, 
when the government yanked the mg, halting debate 

; on its controversial bill to reapportion seats in the legis­
lature.

Gaglardi Halts Debate
The move came when High­

ways Minister Phil Gaglardi,
: prompted by Premier W. A. C. 
Bennett, adjourned a five-hour 
debate on second reading of the 

i bill.
It came only moments after 

| Socred backbencher Jim Chabot 
| of Columbia declared he would 
1 not support the bill unless it 
I was changed to give more 
| MLAs to the Kootenays.

At least three other back- 
I benchers who indicated they

backed Chabot’s stand were i| 
trying to get the floor to speak il 
when the adjournment came.

One opposition MLA bucked j 
an otherwise united front ^ 
against the bill when Frank | 
Calder (NDP—Atlin) said hejj 
would support it. The bill | 
preserves his riding.

Twenty-two MLAs took parti 
in the marathon debate, longest* 
so far in the session, which i 
spread over two sittings until | 
10:30 p.m.

| Eight Ministers Speak
Eight of them were cabinet 

I ministers, bringing the charge 
8 by Oak Bay Liberal Alan 

Macfarlane that the government 
jwas trying to stave off object­

as ions from its own backbenchers.
Backbenchers whose applause 

I for Chabot and for opposition 
| speakers indicated they, too, 
| oppose the bill, include Arvid 
^ Lundell of Revelstoke, Don 

Robinson of Lillooet and John 
g Tisdalle of Saanich.

No .reason was given for the 
| sudden cut-off. Some opposition

MLAs later said hopefully iti 
could be because the govern-1 
ment intends to give in andh 
change the bill, boosting Koot-| 
enay representation.

Others suggested it was to Q 
give cabinet ministers time to I 
talk their backbenchers out of | 
voting against the bill.

Never before in the Socred I 
government's reign has the l 
possibility of so many back- [ 
benchers opposing a bill arisen. | 
The previous high was twol 
rebels in a 1961 bill boosting the | 
gasoline tax.

Threat of Election
The hot debate Tuesday was 

I peppered with election talk and 
1 yet another cabinet threat, 
I Vrhen Trade Minister Ralph 
8 Lotfmark told the opposition: 
I “K y°u vote against this, we're 
| prepared to take this thing as 
Ian issue to the people of the 
I province.”

The opposition’s attack on the 
bill was based on two major
<*«ges:

That the government was 
I gerrymandering by altering the 
I recommendations of the redis- 
I J^hution royal commission 
I headed by Dr. Henry Angus.

That the government was I 
discriminating against the Koot- [ 
enays, whose representation I 
would be cut from seven to four | 
MLAs, while Northern B.C., _ 
Socred stronghold, is being! 
allowed to retain its present | 
seven MLAs.

The opposition coined new! 
phrases such as “Bennett-1 
mandering” and “Bennett-bor-l 
oughs” to describe the bill.

Cabinet ministers, led byl 
Education Minister Leslie! 
Peterson, claimed the bill was I 
perfectly fair and non-political, f

Gov't Defeat Envisaged
Macfarlane charged the gov- bets, who hid protested a 

ernment had changed the Angus: comra“sion Proposal to trim 
| Commission’s recommendations strength fr°m seven to
1 to Ward mandations

^threatened He calculated that this oppo-1 
mem- sition. nlu« that of- 1

| eastern Socred MLAs, could| 
possibly have ioppied the gov-1 
emment by a vote of 26 to 25 on| 
the Angus recommendations. < 
That was also assuming all the! 
opposition MLAs except Calder@ 

[voted against the Angus plan. 
“That’s why we’ve got this I 

bill before us now,” Macfarlane.! 
j said. “It was to stem rebellion [ 

on the back benches. It was Uh 
save the government. It wasp 
political expediency. It was I 

| the premier’s neck that was ini 
j jeopardy.”
| The government bill also de-£
I parts from the Angus plan by ÿ, 
f proposing six two-member rid- 
|ings for the city of Vancouver’ g 
| instead of the 12 single member vM 
Ü ridings the commission recom- 
[ mended.

I “Nowhere in the province did ; 
anyone^ recommend dual mem­
bers,” Macfarlane said. ‘‘This I 

| was in the back of the mind of |
| the government because strong g 
I cabinet ministers can drag in 

weak sisters on their coattails.”
Macfarlane said if the gov-1 

ernment did not like the Angus i 
report it could have suggested 1 
changes and referred them | 
back to the commission instead | 
of making redistribution 

H political thing.
Opposition Leader Robert I 

Strachan said the Socreds had| 
followed the same course 

j every previous administration! 
by bending redistribution to suit | 
their own ends.

“To many people the honor-1 
able profession of politics is not I 
considered honorable because 9 
politicians in office have con-f 
tinually used that office for | 
their own aggrandizement 
their own security,” Strachan

■ OPPORTUNITY
“Here was an opportunity- 

golden opportunity— to try to 
help restore the honorable pro-| 
fession of politics to a higher J 
level in the eye of the people.” [ 

Yet, the Socreds had rejected 1 
an impartial commission report. I 

“I hope the people in the next! 
election rise up in their wrath g 
and destroy thé people who | 
tried to discriminate against | 
them.”

Liberal leader Ray Perrault 1 
said the bill was “trampling J 
democracy.”

He said not one Vancouver | 
cabinet minister had appeared I 
before the commission and| 
charged this was because they I 
knew the real redistribution 8 
would be decided behind the i 
doors of the cabinet room | 
afterward.

This was denied by Waldo | 
Skillings (SC—Victoria).
HAS TO RETRACT 

Then, when Perrault called I 
the bill “dishonorable,” he was fi 
made to retract by Speaker j 
William Murray.

Perrault said he would bel 
perfectly happy if Northern B.C. [ 
even got eight seats as long as I 
the balance of representation | 
proposed by Angus was retained B 
and more seats were given thej 
Lower Mainland.

Peterson denied the bill was| 
discriminatory or political.



WEDNESDAY. MAR. 2, 1966

is a sincere attempt by 
the government." he said. ‘It 
will give more equitable distri­
bution of seats both in regard to 
people and areas than B.C. has 
ever had before. "

Peterson said he had not 6 
appeared at royal com mission § 
hearings “because if I had in ^ 
any way. they'd be saying 1| 
tried to influence the commis- ! 
sion."

Randolph Harding <XDP—
! Kaslo Slocan ) charged the bill 
; was rank discrimination against 
the Kootenay s.
PLAY FAIR’
“I'm not against giving any

I seats to the north, but. boy. 
when you start handing out 
additional ridings in one section 
of the province, play fair with 
the rest of us."

Attorney-General Robert Boo 
ner said if the north were $ 
reduced to five MLAs. as the ■; 
commission proposed, by 1975§ 

' the average population 
riding there would be 47.890— ! 
1 200 higher than the average | 
for the rest of the ridings. 
Resources Minister Ray Wfl-I

I liston, who represents northern | 
Fort George, said the north I 
'would have been disenfran-L 

jchised by the Angus com mission 6 
| plan.
Harry McKay (Lib.-Feraie 1I

(charged the redistribution bill! 
was evidence of one-man gov-] 
emment of B.C. by Bennett. 
“Those areas where you are I 

| strong you have preserved." be| 
f said. "*111056 areas where you’re I 
r not being hurt, where the! 
\ opposition will be hurt, you've § 
| left alone."
Recreation Minister Kenneth 1

IKieman said all the opposition's 1 
arguments were based on lack| 
of knowledge.
Chabot made a brief but I 

ij eloquent plea for the govern ] 
g ment to reconsider hs bill.

"The bill neglects the rights! 
Sand fair representation of the I 
j people of the Kootenays,” be| 

y said.
“I ask the government toi

I restore the existing ridings 
the Kootenays in view of this] 

being done in the north.
“Unless the bill is amended to 
| reflect this, I cannot support 
L“
Dr. Pat McGeer (Lib. —

I Point Grey) rapped the premier 
for being absent through much 
of the debate.

Mamie
MOLONEY

Occasional Diary:
. A' ” ‘■rr ’=* le Q» Legfebtnre „ Vic

•ona. a i, -toret-*- to w -j*
____ ****** cf what we eupfcemisti-

eal the Senant> of the 
«A» engenden in 

*** the provin 
f 'j2 L ^ -^verraient in action for

■■SU k tie hizh school
wHL r*"1*8<s. fcrmgte frr-m ail over 

■fcY *** t» see Democracy
be actum. who are appalled by 

-- à™ 6* tcemâir? mrfenevs of rhe pn>
£ « ««edeets, Adairs toe. watching

tie premier of the province turn 
1 X if^. JippfH t» back and enzage in laughter
* ,*■* pevriilage wffh has attorney
■ V4 geseraL even when it is one of 

MOLONEY has- wen cabinet members who Li
adAressag the House, find this 

lack off basic good mamers hard to stomach.
While deliberaleBy seem iag He pay m heed to what is 

going cm may be am cM gmrîianerâary tradéion. perhaps it's 
time to scrap a teamm thaï senes eniy to instil in the 
spectators a sense off collage and a belt of respect for their 
elected representative*.

Democracy could do w*fc a better nnare than the one 
sometimes presented n Victoria asm Ottawa.

★ if
Jim Nesbitt. The Sun’s Begtstoture columnist 

is forever chiding the pubBc for calhng politics 
“dirty-

Well? Let’s hope we're sut s» corrupt we can condone 
the scandals, like the Dear HaT case, or the “Rivard" 
affair, that have besmirched <w federal and provincial 
politics over the past few years.

However. I dow't think it s the scandals, any more than 
the chiSdisfanesf. shat disgust the layman. With the world 
moving so rapkEy cas all frees*. the poMfe jest wishes the 
politicians would drop the fcwrkranz. the oam-actnig and the 
time-wastmg. and get down to the business of governing. 
While such important matter* as peilnt«B. and*lance sen- 
ices. hospitals, divorce reform and vital welfare matters 
are stalled, our politician* cam spend weeks on a Gag debate.

This is not to say that asœt potitieiaos are not conscien­
tious and that they don't work hard When they are not 
engaged in amateur theatricals on the floor of the House 
the good ones keep up with their homework which includes 
reading voluminous report*, .-reifying the budget and keep­
ing themselves generally scS-icfenuff

Bot ü"s bread mot rinses, we want.

* *
Perhaps what our legislative boefies need is a 

professional time-motion study to bring the business 
of governing more in line with the 20th century.

Oer parliamentary teeferipars were devised la deal with 
vastly different condnsoro lhaa the* prevailed today Trade 
tine is all very well, toe whew it delays the bostoeas aI 
head perhaps a stnamlnag of pence*»» nmld be a good 
Una*

Are all those long ended speeches really «cessai 
Does every backbencher have to describe ■ detail the beau- 
ties et Ihe flora and turns to to eathe nrftog-

The late Adlai Steven** had toil to say ce the subject 
of political oratory. Aatoricae style: "Hait of the speeches 
rrmied toe of that facet wey evffwttoe of the weed ’an* 
tor**" It is said the weed comes from two Latia words, 
•and*- and Him' -And»" toes* 1 hear- and •tames' of

we say. these. Ihat's p*t i

ao
w

sia
w

w
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Bill Termed 
Bid to Deny 
Labor Rights-iy.t£Sf

Sun Victoria Bureau
' VICTORIA - The legisla 
'lure’s private bills committee 
was told Monday that a bill put 
before it bv

Police Beef Aired
the Professional 

| Engineers Association of B.C. is 
Ian attempt to deny engineering! 
I technicians the right to join a I 
t union.

The claim was made by John y 
l McNevin. assistant secretary of: 
the B.C. Federation of Labor. j 

i The engineers, in seeking a I 
anew statute to replace the old! 
y engineering Profession Act.

Sun Victoria Bureau 
; VICTORIA — Discontent 
among members of Vancouver’s 
police force is impairing its 
efficiency, a lawyer told MLAs 

I here today.
H. A. D. Oliver was appearing 

before the legislature’s private 
bills committee to seek a new 
appeal procedure for officers 
who are fired or demoted.

Oliver, representing the Van­
couver Police Union, said: “An 
efficient police force is a

(contented police force. This is 
something which the City of 
Vancouver does not have at the 
present time."

This is because the men are 
unhappy about lack of a fair 
hearing on disciplinary charges, 
he said.

Corporation counsel Russ 
Baker denied the force is i 
discontented.

“There may be a few people! 
dismissed or demoted who may 
be discontented,” he said.

Baker, in answer to a ques-1 
tion by lawyer Gordon Dowding 
(NDP-Bumaby), agreed to seek!

the police jinstructions from 
commission On the possibility of 
allowing policemen to be repre­
sented by lawyers at depart­
mental hearings. J
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Williston Denies 
'Deal' With Mills

UNDER 12

'No Jail
For Child'

No Secret Agreements to Stop 
Pollution Legislation, He Says

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Forests Minister Ray Williston Wed-| 

nesdav denied a suggestion in the legislature that com-L 
pulp mills have won secret jj

Bill Lost
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA An opposition! 
bill for a law to prevent courts 
sending children under the age 
of 12 to jails or institutions was 
thrown out of the legislature 
Wednesday.

The bill, proposed by Dave 
Barrett (NDP — Dewdney ) was 
ruled out of order by Speaker 
William

panies building new 
agreements that the government will not legislate) 
against air pollution.

Liberal leader RayThe suggestion was made in a 
speech by Tony Gargrave (NDP 
Mackenzie > who proposed 
amendment of the Pollution 
Control Act to establish govern­
ment controls.

laying the pulp

Perrault 
predicted the move meant the 
government will delay action for 
another year because the debate 

reopened by

Murray because it 
would have involved spending 
public funds.

Ï Only the government, after 
approval by the lieutenant-gov­
ernor. can bring in “monev 
bills ”

When Barrett asked the gov­
ernment if it would bring in a 
, similar bill, there was no 
answer, and Murray ruled that 

* the question was not in order.
Barrett said that last year 

; there were 31 boys under 12 in; 
Brannan Lake Industrial School. 
The youngest inmates have been 
nine years old in the past, ht

‘‘Many people do not believe 
it possible that boys of nine to 
10 would go to such an ‘ 
institution.” he said.

Yet not only has it happened, 
but it is also possible that such 

could be sent to j

will never 
Williston.

Williston
ernment has spent S12.000 as its! 
share of the cost of a federal- 
provincial study and conference| 
on pollution.

The conference, composed of 
resource ministers, will recon-1 
vene in October in Montreal. j

“People are 
industry of this province has 
been given secret understand­
ings in the matter of air 
pollution.” Gargrave told the 
legislature.

He did not elaborate in the 
house, but later told The Sun: 
“It has been suggested, and it is 
only a rumor, and cannot he 
substantiated, that the new pulp 
mills have been assured that 
they will not be saddled with 
expensive anti-pollution devices 
by legislation."
NOT RIGHT

Williston told MLAs this is not 
the case.

“The latest pulp mill agree­
ments issued have a clause that 
wherever equipment is found 
that can do the job better, that 
equipment must be made part 
of that operation,” he said.

He said this means pulp mills 
must install the latest type of 
odor-abatement equipment avail­
able.

Williston adjourned debate on 
bill over objections

mendations enabling cross-Can- j 
ada laws on pollution.
MORE DUMPING

Two myre opposition bills 
were dumped in the house 
Wednesday.

One was Gargrave's plan for) 
government-subsidized legal aid | 
for both criminal and civil 
cases, ruled out of order j

children 
Oakalla jail as well, he added.

Barrett said this could happen 
in the case of a boy who 

1 escaped from Brannan Lake. 
4 the pcnalt. for which would be 
‘ jail.

He said he knew of cases 
I where boys had been transfer 
red to Oakalla without their 
parents’ knowledge.

Barrett’s bill would have 
prohibited any child under 12 
from being sent to an institution ; 
where there were older chil­
dren

It would also have provided!
and psychiatric

Gargrave’s — _ 
of Liberal and NDP members 
who demanded immediate gov­
ernment actio on air pollution.

“This is a form of closure.”| 
complained Opposition leader

for medical 
examinations before any child 
was committed to an institution, 
notification of parents on any I 

' transfer and rehabilitation serv­
ices after release. I

Robert Strachan

Dumping Plan OK'd
EVILSen Victoria Bureau

B.C. wildlife federation man­
ager Howard Paish said the 

£ lake'system appears to he the | 
lessor of two evfls.

If a choice has to be made it 
would be better to dump the 
waste into the lake under 
controlled conditions, he said.

The special committee is to 
report to the legislature after 
reaching a decision on whether 
the company should be allowed 
to establish a townsite within 
the park and on how waste' 
disposal should be handled

VICTORIA water!
resources department has ap­
proved a plan of a mine in 
Strathcona Park to dump tail­
ings into Buttle Lake.

Deputy water resources min­
ister A. F. Paget made this 
clear to a committee of the 
legislature this week.

The committee was told that 
dumping of Western Mine tail­
ings into the bottom of Buttle 
Ijdce would be less dangerous to 
fish than stockpiling the waste

! Fisheries biologist 1. l. 
Withler said that dumping 300 
tons of fine tailings daily into 
the bottom of the 180-foot deep 
lake would have very small 
effect on fish.

But if the waste was stock­
piled on land, runoff of silt into 
upper layers of water would 
probably create a much greater 
hazard to fish.

“I don't know which system I would be ideal but I think the I 
lakh system is the meet satis-J

he said.

>•' 2
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CPR Charges Discrimination! 
In Vancouver Land Proposal

__________   i i mi in   —1——M——WB
,,,, __________m
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The Canadian | 
Pacific Railway today voiced j 

[strong opposition to a Vancou- < 
iver proposal that would require I 
major land developers to donate j

_____10 per cent of theif property ;
•5. for park purposes.

CPR lawyer N. C. Norton, in 
a brief to the legislature’s pri­
vate bills committee, called the 
city’s charter amendment dis­
criminatory. arbitrary and con- 

[fiscatory,
I The amendment would re- 
J quire owners of land parcels 
{exceeding 20 acres to turn over 
up to 10 per cent of the land. £

when__JMBiü.without compensation, 
subdividing.

This would be over and above : 
the land required for streets, 

i Norton said the amendment 
j is aimed directly at the CPR 
because it is the only land 

i owner in the city with land par- 
! cels of that size that could be 
affected.

I He called it a 10 per cent sur­
tax on railway property.

Norton said the CPR is vitally V- 
, interested in the development gj 
and beautification of the city 

After all. the true interests g 
of the city and those of Cana 
dian Pacific are not far apart.

as each contributes to the health 
of the other,” he said.

| “My submission, therefore.
S; simply that this propelled l 

• amendment is not a jfoperl 
g means to further the true in i 
interests of cither the city or| 
to Canadian Pacific," he said.
8 Norton also referred to the!

| Clvne royal commission report I 
on expropriation which said I 
confiscation of land should bek 
prohibited.

He said contents of that re-, 
port should be carefully studied $ 
in relation to the city's appliç 
tion

Bonner Defends 
New Road Laws

No Right Exists to Endanger 
Lives of Others, He Argues

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Attorney-General Robert Bonner||
J Wednesday said proposed new laws cracking down onj 
\ hit-run and drinking drivers do not violate civil"? 
; liberties.

“I think it is no part of 
; anyone’s civil liberty to en- 
p danger the lives of others,” 
HBonner told the legislature,

the reasons for the increase, but ■ J 
there was a connection between | 
hit-runs and alcohol.

Bonner also said that on the I
A licence is not a right but a basis of reliable studies it can 

privilege to be obtained upon be assumed that between 50 and
; examination.” he added.

Bonner was defending amend­
ments to the Motor Vehicle Act 

I which came up for second 
1 reading in the House.

The major new laws would 
' for police to make 

| 24-hour roadside suspensions of 
of suspected drinking 

cvers and would require police 
[ seekers cm vehicles with more 

$100 worth of damage in 
dents.

| CRITICISM
Both these proposals have 

1 criticized on grounds they 
civil rights, and 

s «a the motor vehicle bill 
adjourned by Alex Mac 

ikl (NDP—Vancouver East) 
I Mho said they require careful 

a that issue.
____ said the government

I tegrets having ta propose the 
I requiring police stickers on 

vehicles, but it was 
r because of an alarm 
■sc hi hit-ed-run acci

; explain

60 per cent of fatal accidents 0 
involve people who have been| 
drinking.
BIG PART
J Alcohol plays a role in 15 per| 
cent of all types of accidents, § 
Bonner said.

He said the law which would I 
allow police to suspend licences I 
was a question of physical | 
competence to drive, rather | 
than one of civil liberty.

I think no one is more g 
conscious of the need of civil | 
liberty,” Bonner said.

“Frankly I am particularly! 
sensitive about this subject i 
it is one of the reasons that l| 
have obejeted to the use 
breathalyzers for the purpose of| 
adducing evidence.”

However a motorist could I 
take a breathalyzer test if he! 
wished to challenge a police-1 
man’s decision to suspend his I 
licence. Bonner said such equip-j 
ment is in short supply and I 
will mean it will be some time| 
before the new law can go into I 
effect.

Gov't Spurns 
Reference 
To Fair Sex

San Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — They were just 3 

three little words- but the I 
government wouldn’t accept K 
them Wednesday.

New Democrat Alex Macdon-I 
aid of Vancouver East wanted! 
the legislature to approve 
three-word amendment to the| 
Fair Employment Practices g 
Act.

The words: or sex or.
The insertion of the words 8 

would have prohibited any em-i 
ployer from discriminating | 
against an employee on grounds f 
of sex as well as other grounds,] 
Macdonald explained.

Macdonald said this would I 
“end second class citizen status| 
for women.”

But Labor Minister Leslie! 
Peterson, who adjourned debate! 
on the amendment, said he| 
feared it might prove a detri-F 
ment rather than a help tog 
women.

The reason, he suggested, was! 
possible conflict between federal! 
and provincial laws covering the! 
same principle. This had hap-E 
pened in the U.S., he said.L 
where some state laws werep 
found to be in conflict with the] 
Civil Rights Act.
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Kick Out Gov't,
mSocred MPs Told

——
By IAN MacALPINE 
Son Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Premier W A 
C Bennett said Wednesday 
federal Socreds should vote the 
Liberal government out of office 
-if the next budget doesn't 
^contain $100-a-month pensions 
lor the aged.

* He made the statement in the

■I railway’s financial structure, an) 
opposition MLA asked why the 

v Socreds voted for the federal 
government when B.C. Socreds 
claim they are getting an unfair 

ideal from Ottawa 
subsidies.

defiberately cheating the ax-! 
payers of British Columbia out 
of federal government grants to 
the PGE,’’ Perrault said.

ne iiiaut i»»'- ------------
legislature during discussion. l_i. (ixlprallegisiaiuie «««...b —
.about the lack of federal

PGE

-3 DO Ul uie ---
'Subsidies for the B.C.-owned 
‘"parifir Great Eastern Railway.

; ^BUUaiuica iu> .... __
Pacific Great Eastern Railway.

The five Socred MPs in' 
Ottawa saved Prime Minister 

;<i-. Lester Pearson’s government 
several weeks ago on a Tory 
non - confidence motion over 
present $75 a month pensions.
RECEIVED PRAISE

T Bennett then praised his
Ottawa colleagues for saving f 

I ë the nation from another elec !
lion

| He said the federal Socreds
acted responsibly in keeping 

L - Pearson’s government in office 
until the federal government’s 
fiscal policies are revealed.

During a debate on a bill to 
pay $25.2 million for unsold 
PGE shares, to strengthen the

m

‘VOTE THEM OUT
f. “I don’t speak for them.” 
f replied Bennett. “But if that 
j $100 isn’t in there on budget day 
^ for pensions the Social Creditors 
' should vote them out of office.”

He added: “I hope they’ve[ 
just kept them (the Liberals ) on: 
the ropes long enough to let 
them perform. If they don’t 
they (tiie Socreds ) should kick 
them out.”

Liberal leader Ray Perrault, 
said the reason B.C. isn’t 
getting federal subsidies for the 
PGE is because the railway 

;does not adhere to regulations 
! followed by the two national ; 
'railways.

He said that $2.4 million in 
construction grants was paid to 
the PGE by Ottawa between 
1949 and 1958 but since then 

' jB.C. has not followed pro­
cedures to qualify the railway 
for grants.

“I charge the premier of!

1PÊH1MF __

Gov't Considers 
Door Sales Curb

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Attorney-Gen­

eral Robert Bonner announced 
Wednesday the provincial gov­
ernment is considering a law to 
curb unscrupulous door-to-door 
salesmen.

But he pleaded for more time 
to study the idea when New 
Democrat Leo Nimsick of Cran- 
brook proposed a bill to take 
action now.

Nimsick agreed to Bonner 
adjourning debate during second 
reading of the bill. This means 
it could come up again later in 
the current session, although 
frequently such a tactic means 
the bill simply dies.
•COOLING OFF’

Nimsick’s bill would allow a 
seven-day “cooling off’ period 
in which a person who signed 
up for a contract with a door-to- 
door salesman would have a 
chance to cancel.

The bill also would invalidate 
any such contract that was not

copy of the deal being mailed to 
the customer.

Nimsick said similar laws are 
already proving effective in 
England and in Saskatchewan. 
In the first six months of the 
Saskatchewan law. passed last 
summer, he said, 69 people had 
received refunds on such con­
tracts worth a total of $42.791.
LOST EVERYTHING

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East) told MLAs he 
knew of a man who had lost 
everything through signing a 
contract offered by a salesman 
for putting stucco on his house.

The contract was for a $750 
job to be performed by a firm 
called Interprovincial Building 
Credits, Macdonald said. He 

| identified the Vancouver cus­
tomer as a Ted Salonyka.

Macdonald said the salesman 
sold the stucco contract to the 
building firm, then disappeared. 
The firm then sued Salonyka for 
the $750 plus interest and won 
Macdonald said

COMMENT WITHDRAWN
He withdrew the comment on 

j instructions of Speaker William: 
1 Murray.

Perrault said the government |

I would not have to bolster the. 
PGE with $25.2 million if 
federal grants were received.

“But you have to follow the 
\ regulations to get the aid,” he 

! said.
Perrault did not explain what 
the regulations are, and the 
premier said later he would like, 

!to know what they are.
I’d like to hear the guide 
lines we didn't follow,” he said. 

Gordon Gibson (L—North 
EVancouver) said the govern-: 
iment should consider selling the 
| PGE to either the Canadian 
j National Railways or the Cana- 
jdian Pacific Railway.

He said the government might

I get $100 million for the railway 
to use for other projects.

“As long as I’m premier of’

I this province I’ll never sell this 
railway to the CNR, the CPR, 
or any other railroad,” Bennett 
replied. _____ J

Forest Firms
Fixing Prices'

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The legislature’s forestry commit­

tee was told Tuesday that B.C.’s big forest companies

1 appear to be fixing prices on pulp logs.---. ■■ 1 1
The claim was made by Pat

Brennan, president of the inde 
pendent Squamish Logging 
Operators Ltd.

Brennan did not name the 
companies, but referred to them 
as the big six.
DECIDE PRICE 

He said the big companies 
pay what they want for pulp 
logs because there isn’t any 
proper supply and demand 

[system in B.C.’s pulp industry 
“I don’t see why we should be| 

subjected to the whims of a few 
gentlemen to decide what to do 
with me,” said Brennan.

Committee chairman Cyril | 
Shelford (SC-Omineca) said 
Brennan should take his allega-l1 

to the federal combines! 
investigation branch, if he feels \

Well, all I know is you can\M 
call any one of the six and you ■ 
will have the same price quoted 
to you,” Brennan replied.
EXPORT FREELY 

Brennan also said that B.C. 
loggers should be able to export 
freely to world markets to put 
the industry on a true free 
enterprise basis.

Deputy Forests Minister F. S. 
McKinnon disagreed. He said 
that if logs could be exported 
the pulp and sawmill industries 
of the province would not have 
been established here.

Instead logs would be ex­
ported to those plants in other 
areas, like the Puget Sound 
area of W;
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Éxpert to Probe 
Port Alberni Air

Crop Plan 
Called Tool

Stm Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The prov 

government s new crop 
ance bill was described i

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—A B.C. Research Council expert «ill 

be sent Monday to Port Alberni to investigate pulp mill 
pollution, a special cabinet commit 
Thursday.

The announcement was made between 
to a delegation from the Port and ajr !
Alberni and District Labor , ,
Council, headed by president ... =
Dan Connell, which met the . .

took tike the government Ls 
going to do something without 
raving what or when.

The bill was given unanimous 
third and final reading despite 
criticism from opposition MLAs.

It puts the government in a 
position of being able to enter 
into a crop insurance scheme 
with Ottawa when federal legis­
lation is amended tc 
provincial participation.

Minister
UBC. and Dr John Smith, 
director of the division of 
occupational health in the B.C. FrankAgriculture 

Richter said B.C. has to wait 
for federal changes before in­
troducing an insurance plan, but 
he promised the program will 

* ■ soon as

three-year investigation last 
year into the health status of 
Alberni Valiev residents.

“No conclusions have yet been 
formulated/' said the brief. : 
“but there is substantial evi­
dence from other studies con­
ducted in the United Stales and 
Great Britain to show that air! 
pollution aggravates the condi­
tion of those people afflicted 
with chronic bronchial condi­
tions/'

In addition there are other

be implemented as
humanly

Grants Urged 
For Mothers

Sen Vkteria Bureau
VICTORLA — Special govern­

ment cash allowances fori 
mothers forced to take time off | 
from work were urged by New 
Democrat Alex Macdonald ini 
the legislature Thursday.

The Vancouver East MLA 
pointed out a new B.C. law, 
given final reading by the 
House, prohibits women from 
returning to work for six weeks 

; after their children are bora.
I The law also says they may| 
be given up to six weeks off 
before the birth of their babies.

1 “A mother may require those 
wages,” Macdonald said. “If a 
doctor says she can return to 

; work, depending on the type of 
work, employment should be 
allowed."

Labor Minister Leslie Peter-1 
son replied the new law wasj 
drawn up after consultation]

mit at Nanaimo, as saying: lalkmgiving the existing Poilu ] 
'The Alberni Valley has four to tion Control Board power to 
ive times as many hospital handle air pollution. At present 
Emissions for acute bronchitis the board deals with water, 
is do other comparable areas in Squire said the cabinet trio 
B.C." would not promise any im-
[N DE FINITE mediate legislation

u„ .v .. “But we have been assured!**■ ““ ,c^ m. P°Uu, ,thH any further occurrences of 
«n problem the principal lodiscnmma„ disregart for u,e
TiTjTT residents of the Alberni Valley

Ufr«. *• ” will re*dt in immediate investi- 
“^j2ÏÏ£j£*“*S,gation by highly teamed technt

with doctors.

MLA URGES 
NEW HOLIDAY

Sm Victoria Bareaa
VICTORIA — A near prov­

incial summer holiday ans 
advocated in the legislature 
Thursday by Victoria Socred 

i J Donald Smith.
Smith said the holiday 

would give wotting people a 
long weekend in either July or 

f August.
“It would be very much 

appreciated by the people who 
arc tied to “ ' - - -
these fine

cal engtneet he added

Smith



ramy. makcm t uses

Sales Tax Lifted Ottawa Eyes 
PGE GrantsFor Library Books

Bennett Says Gov't Considering 
Bill to Exempt All Volumes

fj Sun Victoria Bureau
r\i VICTORIA — The federal 
1. government is reexamining 
f B.C.’s request lor S25.000 a mile 
[ construction grants to the B.C 
I owned Pacific Great Eastern 
b Railway, the legislature was 
f told Thursday.

Ih making the announcement. 
IH Premier W. A. C. Bennett also 
| ‘ said he is optimistic that 

-Ottawa will pay its share of the 
| ; Second Narrows bridge in Van- 
I couver.

The premier, speaking during 
| l hia estimates, did not give a 

reason tor his optimism on 
! getting a bridge contribution.

i But he produced a letter from 
1 ifhe federal deputy finance min- 
j ‘ister, R. B. Wright, saying his 
|. jdepartment would take another 
•’ look at the provinces request

«te nit ariTmJ
Ktdormg lifting 13» 1,-ax fmmn aWl Hjmk*.

itUmumt watf amwening: qn®^ jj 
rttons for irtitf fflaggKir i NTDV’- 
(Grandi Pmrlk+i' a» tit» lkgndlaruinF" 

tihntd iruartinif to a hdli 
momwiinj "It» flaw ftrmm nrcatlb. 
ntRpttaims'.. rrewspapetw, 8anv 
fiass *»ffh <tinnk» amt whnnt 
«Hflphtw

Kerawin sstud tit» flaw ow 
fomk» <taro he* lifted] hy 

rotpiÜHtinmf wtiithmui amending. 
IbitiHitaiinm

Me sllw rairtl tit» gnvgimmient
r- • —«———_______ _ __ 'vüll (tnnwrtkr miatiamt atil hook»
p»ct that he doetmrt aiwvtvr ih» tos-ffera». whinH. would! require’ a 
mail proves he iis mot a (mutator.. 1(1 kanpe im IkepsHattumi,. titmigtt) mit 

The premier gaw<e a Eiv»- ad tit» (uumemt .«etmmr, 
minute unsolicited -teHtümomtil an retwnt% BfonneW re- ;
the legislature do answer long * Heritor flrmm Beam BBajB j
standing opposition (uharpes the wtïL puesirthnti off ttlhf EC 
is a dictator, aitthoutih mo <oi» Lihnar.' .AswaiHtiwm adtieng: flop 
had accused -him tif rtfti» ad ttihe houlk tevx to he- removed:

MAIL TALE

for PGE grants.

LOAN PLAN
SEEN IN '67

VICTORIA Premier W. 
A. C. Bennett promised 
Thursday his government will 
put forward at the 1967 
session of the legislature a 
new low-interest loan plan to 
help people buy homes 

He made the pledge during 
debate on a hill to boost the 
provincial homeowner grant 
from $100 to $110. The bill was 
given third and final reading.

Bennett hinted at the loan 
scheme during an earlier 
debate on this hill last Mon­
day.

STRACHAN'S 
OWN MEDICARE

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Opposition 

leader Robert Strachan 
Thursday proposed his own 
medicare bill in the legisla­
ture.

Introduced for first reading, 
Strachan s bill would replace 
the existing B.C. Medical 
Plan, which provides govern­
ment subsidies for low wage- 
earners.

Strachan s medicare would 
be comprehensive, universal 
and without premiums.

ft would cover prescribed 
drugs as well as medical 
services and would be fin­
anced out of the province’s 
general tax revenue.

paired to tatke mgaomdtolity and 
blame, foul credit -belongs to torn

pnonwir saud

fnneft Mum
On Plan for idk&QitihiD off tit»

New Bridge llwiill 6» tit» iresgaiifflbiiitfp off tite |

Sun Victoria f dfeailw» wfettimr Highway* Mm-
VICTORIA Pmentier W, A.

tkfd fktnrfg» pian» tb> hint and:Bennett
[wlhflfiber tike- praniinr mcemfis tocomment Thursday -on rtfoe pea- 

-emmentc plans tor a new 
Burra rd inlet crossing in Vam-i

arik (tittnaiwaj fiber ffimumiai! ftefot
“1 fodbe»» fittowa i»

une mtotimfe to lbriti» . budd
tihtf (OTtoffing..'" Bunrauill «aift.He told Liberal! Header Bay.

Be «til titeme stautid 6»
‘Trams Onudb name
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Columbia 
Clearing 
Cost Hit

B.C. Medical Plan 
Subsidies Boosted

Black, the minister in charge of 
I the B.C. Medical Plan, said the 
federal government is moving 

I slowly toward introduction of a

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — A government! 

| bill boosting subsidies paid for

I low-income subscribers to the 
B.C. Medical Plan was given 
| third and final reading in the 

ij legislature Thursday.
Under the amendment to the 

l Medical Grants Act. people with 
: no taxable incomes will pay 
Ï only 10 per cent of the regular

I premium and those with taxable 
incomes under $1,000 will pay 
| half.

fi The bill raises the subsidies 
b from 50 per cent and 25 per

Sun Victoria Bureau 
! VICTORIA — B.C. Hydro and 

Power Authority is being sold 
■ down the river on land clearing 
| cost along the Arrow Lakes, an 
5.; MLA charged in the legislature 
,. Thursday.

Randolph Harding (NDP— 
4 Kaslo Slocan) made the charge 

after Premier W. A. C. Bennett 
'M disclosed government estimates 

- place the cost of clearing an 
Kootenay land at

national health scheme but he Ij 
; said he does not yet know what 
the plan will be.

Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van- j 
couver-East) countered that | 
Black is aware it will be a 

I universal plan without prem- |i 
1 iums.

The B.C. plan should also be ! 
universal," he said.

“It should be 100 per rentj: 
instead of 50 per cent and 90 
per cent," he said.

The minister is just trying top 
twist the arm of the federal i 
government to get them to L1 
follow the B.C. plan and the one fj 
in Alberta and Robert Thomp- jj 

Ison’s idea," he added, 
j “I think this government is |

'$38.10.

I Harding said that farmers 
spend $400 or $500 to clear an 
acre for agriculture and con­
tractors clearing bush for B.C. 
Hydro for the Columbia River 
projects are being paid up to 
$1,400 an acre.

“You’re sure getting taken by 
the contractors,

cent respectively.
During debate on the legis- 

tion before it was passed, the 
government was accused of 
trying to break down the federal 
medicare program to a prem­
ium plan.

Provincial Secretary Wesley said Harding, j 
TREES AND ROCKS

Bennett said it costs Hydro 
more to clear the bushland 
because the country is treed 
and rocky-

“To compare the two Is 
ridiculous,” he said.

Harding bounced back, point­
ing out that the Hydro contrac­
tors simply chop down trees and 
burn them, while farmers have 
to clear the land completely and 
grub out roots.

“B.C. Hydro 
down the river.

The MLA also complained 
that farmers along the Arrow

j being dragged into the federal 
plan kicking and struggling.” 
said Liberal leader Ray Per- 

j. rault. *

Pension Plan Funds 
Aid Peace Power

being sold

will have to be 
relocated when flooding behind 
the dams begins are being paid 
only $100 an acre

Sun Victoria Bureau avai
VICTORIA - The provincial I B.C. 

government has invested $51 twee 
million worth of Canada Pension] li°n- 
Plan funds in B.C. Hydro to St 
aid the Peace River Project. mon 

Announcing this Thursday. ?ut 
Premier W. A. C. Bcnneit also jecv 
told the legislature the govern- m°r 
ment may invest in Hydro all ,B< 
the money it gets from Ottawa :ne 
from this fund. .7*rc_ .the

The premier was answermg n 
questions by Opposition leader swe 
Robert Strachan during debate ^g 
on his departmental estimates. ^ t 

Strachan said he had noticed Col 
B.C.’s first instalment from 
Ottawa of pension funds will * 
amount to $5 million.

Bennett said Ottawa has 1» 
agreed to return the money Km 
collected for the pension planffl 
to the provinces in which it Jig 
was raised.

The money is being loaned by ■

for their

been bought by the crown 
agency.

He also urged the government 
to spend money now to clear the 
reservoir basins before flooding 
begins so they will become 
useful recreation areas.

| Ottawa for provincial invest­
ments.

“The first $5 million is in- 
Ivested in Hydro," Bennett said. 
[“Perhaps the majority will be
invested, perhaps all of it" 

Exact amount which will be

h •

■ .



Bennett Forecasts

. ...

FRIDAY, MARCH 4, 1966

.. ■=-Ur-

iut in Gas Rates
By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Premier W. A. 
G.- Bennett said Thursday he 
would recommend to the B.C. 
Uÿdro a reduction in natural 
gas rates this year.

At the same time, Bennett 
told the legislature he will 
recommend no cuts in electri- 
icity rates this year.

Ben nett’s announcements 
came after Opposition leader 
Robert Strachan charged: “The 
people of this province are 
being gouged for the natural gas 
they own.”

Strachan said B.C. Hydro 
customers last year paid almost 
$30 million for gas which cost

;of $13 million; This 
- ’profit is expected to 
I million, the premier said.

He also said that Hydro \ Bennett said he had urged[

I estimates its profits will drop ! ; Hydro to reduce its electrical ;
by $5 million in the current year > t rates first so everyone would j 
and this will make general rate ^ ; benefit. All gas users consume R 
reductions difficult. electricity as well, he said

H Last year Hydro had a profit* ! g Strachan also renewed « long-g 
vear the standing opposition complaint,

be $8 ■ I that U.S. purchasers of B.C. gas 
, V'' ( pay lower rates than B.C.I 
Hnl 'customers for their own re-:*’ 

RATES CUT .'V • source.
Electricity rates have been^ggjj Strachan said the export price 

reduced by a total of $20 million.SMT to the U.S is 22 cents at the 
a year since the government gjj* border while B.C. Hydro 
took over the B.C. Electric Co-BBg i charges its customers between 

jand set vp B.C. Hydro. Strachan * 32 and 35 cents per thousand 
1 said gas rates have never been 1381 j cubic feet. L
cut since the 1961 takeover. . "We were never satisfied with g

Bennett said Hydro’s reduc-Kg. f the. 22 cents at the border,” 
tion in profit is the result ofpgy j Bennett replied, 
previous electrical rate cuts and ff 

i increased labor costs.
“If the profit is $5 million less|LhLCnr0Wn age”Cy °nly $11'6 .his yea, in -all honesty as

Bennett said he will mee,: > ,
I‘yd™ dlrectors in Vancouver| B| ^ ”.g ereat utllity and further 
March 21 ' responsibility to protect the_

I'll strongly recommend a> credit of this great province of&Î; j
B.C. — we must keep

NO CONTROL
But, he said, 

Transmission Co.

________ recommend ar -
reduction in the rates of natural, -,
gas,” he told the legislature.

Bennett is fiscal agent for 
Hydro, and it is considered 
certain the directors will accept 
his recommendation.

The premier said any rate 
cuts would be announced March 
31, when Hydro’s budget year 
ends.

»guarantees good positionautev-o an ** O'-”” r----- .-- ■
therefore our great utility

: ; must not operate 
; Bennett said.

Strachan had asked if gas 
rates were being kept at 

: artificially high levels to try to 
‘: force gas consumers 

more electricit:

westcoast 
the firm 

which exports the gas. is under 
federal jurisdiction “and we 
didn’t have control in setting 
the rate.”

Now Westcoast has negotiated 
a new gas export agreement 
with El Paso Natural Gas Co., 
Bennett said, which will mean ^

all B.C. gas.
He said he has been advised 

that using the same sales 
formula this will mean B.C 
Hydro pays less for the gas it 
buys from Westcoast than the 
Americans.

.Spr

Tax Rights Claimed
San Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — A spokesman 
a for the Musqueam Indian band 
] said Thursday the group is 
attempting to take over the 
taxing of lessees on Musqueam 
reserve lands from Vancouver.

Willard Sparrow, in a submis­
sion to the legislature’s private 
bills committee, opposed an 
amendment to the Vancouver 
charter that would give the city 
express rights to tax lessees of 
Crown property.

He said the Musqueam lands 
j do not come within that classifi- 
cation because the Indians have 
never surrendered their aborigi­
nal rights, including power to 
tax with federal approval.

Sparrow said the city has 
been taxing leased reserve

. _________ HK-j
lands since 1939 without having 
authority, and that the Indian 
band has not benefited from 
revenue received by the city

“Notwithstanding the hand 
some revenues received by the 
city (estimated at $173.000), the 
band has been forced tth-^ay 
charges for scavenging, water 
rates, fire fighting, street light 
ing, drainage, oiling of roads, 
maintenance of parks and play 
grounds, diking costs, and edu­
cation costs,” Sparrow said.

‘^Certainly this appears to be 
taxation without representation 
from the benefit point of 
view.”

Because of this situation the 
band has applied to federal 
authorities for approval to exer­
cise its rights to assess and tax 
lessees, under provisions of the 
Indian Act.



Hydro Man Claims
Bid to 'Buy' H

Offered Better Post When He 
Tried to Leave 'Unsafe' Job

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—A B.C. Hydro electrician claims an 
attempt was made to “buy” him with a $l,500-a-month 
job when he and 15 members of his crew tried to quit 
because of unsafe working conditions.

*

| CHARGES BLACKLISTING 
I Strachan said the father also 
1 quoted the son as writing:, 
i “Now we are all suspected of 
! attempting an illegal walk-off.
: We are blacklisted from all B.C. 
j Hydro Power scheme for the 
next 10 years.

“I have attempted to have 
this taken to arbitration but as ! 
the days go by I feel I won’t 
even get the privilege of a fair! 

i hearing. The publicity would be 
i too embarrassing to too many 
j parties, it seems.” 
j The father’s letter said he, 
j later visited his son.
I ‘‘He tells me an electrical 
I control room at the site which (= 
| he describes as definitely unsafe 
4has never been entered by the- 
| visiting safety inspector, for* 
3 when he arrives the door kev^ 
lean never be located,” the 
I letter related.

‘SCRUBBERS RARITY’
‘ He claims the use of scrub- * 

•= bers on internal combustion :
* equipment working at the dam 
| is a rarity. He visited the Hydro l 
1 safety man at Vancouver who isf- 

! also an acquaintance of his, and | 
j gave him a list of unsafe ! 
e]practices which the man wrote; 
|down and planned to take off f 
I immediately for Mica. He never t
* showed up. I wonder why?”
1 Strachan quoted the father as p 
«saying his son’s termination oft 
j employment slip was endorsed t 
|‘‘Not suitable for re-hire.” This I 
| was despite an excellent recom- g 
■ mendation from the electrical! 
^contractor on the job. Th/I 
Ifather said he believed life | 
^firm’s name was Perriniilec-i

Opposition leader Robert 
Strachan made this disclosure! 
in the legislature Thursday 

[when he read extracts from a 
letter '-he received from the 
electrician's father.

Premier W. Bennett j 
said it was the first he had!* 
heard of it, and promised an!} 
immediate investigation.

Strachan said the letter wasjf 
[from a Mr. Priest. He did not;: 
identify the man further, nor : 
did he name the son.

1 MICA DAM SITE
i The letter said the son was ajj 
i member of the Kamloops local] 
iof the International Brotherhood! 
,of Electrical Workers, and was] 
j hired as a foreman on the Mica] 
Creek dam site, part of the 
Columbia River power project.

‘‘He claims violations of thei 
electrical code, Workmen’s! 

! Compensation Board safety 
3 regulations and even the union 
j agreement were so flagrant and 
\ extensive that he subsequently 
I asked for demotion to journey- 

the letter said.man status,
‘‘This request was denied. AÜ 

second application was made] 
shortly after and again he was] 
refused. Finally, in the closing | 
days of January, he resigned! 
from the job entirely and 15] 
members of his crew quit with 
him.”

The letter added the son had 
j written the father, saying: “My 
I attempts (to resign) were re­
jected. Instead, an attempt wasl 

j made to ‘buy* my co-operation1 
(a $l,500-a-month position).”
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Liberal Challenges Bennett 
To Call Vote on Gunderson

“Mr. Gunderson is going to;being a director of the Bank of 
stay.” ;

Macfarlane replied: “If you 
want an election issue in this 
province I say that’s it.”

Son Victoria Bureau
i VICTORIA — An opposition 
1ILA has challenged Premier 
|W. A. C. Bennett to call an 
election and make Einar Gun

“I opposed the bank in the 
first place because people like „ 
Mr. Gunderson were directors - 
and that’s wrong,” he said, 

arlane. adding: “The BANK FINANCING 
wouldn’t have the „We want a bank with head g 
go to the people on; -
and keep it through : °«>ces. “ B.C. and we could I . 

campaign.” ;have haad,one ,!fay°U had behen
o to the people on the P"Pa"d to withdraw ownership;
I of the government,” m that bank 
torted ; Macfarlane asked the premier I- i
asked if Macfarlane, i who was going to finance the ,7 
nan for the Liberals, bank now that the government 
election. had withdrawn participation, t.

he answered Deputy And how are the shares going to | 
William Speare in- be offered.
he opponents to get Bennett said the bank direc- J 
the matter at hand — tors “have given me to under- ; 
r’s estimates. stand” that the shares would be t
; again, Macfarlane offered to investors all over 
ibjects to Gunderson Canada.

i derson the issue.
The challenge was made 

-Friday in the legislature by 
[Alan Macfarlane (L-Oak Bay) 
■ after he accused Bennett of 
S failing to face up to Gunder- 
i son's “conflict of interest” and 
• followed an attack on Gunder- 
[son by Liberal leader Ray

[of the premier, director of 
[Crown agencies, head of the 
party’s election fund, and a 
director of the Bank of B.C.

| proposed bÿ Bennett. )
| In the exchange with Per­
rault, Bennett said the Liberal 
[party would be defeated in the 
next federal election. “It will 
[not rise again for 20 years,” he 
declared.

Macfarlane said the premier 
'had not yet come up with an 
| adequate anwer on what he 
[intended to do about Gunderson.
! ISSUE SIDESTEPPED 
; “I’m sorry one man has to be 
mentioned so many times but 

(this has become a matter of 
he said.

GOVT TO INVESTIGATE 
SPECIAL PHONE CHARGE

Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The legislature was told Friday 
the government will try to have a special telephone 
charge for the hard-of-hearing eliminated in B.C.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Vancouver East ) said 
during debate on estimates of Premier W. A. C. 
Bennett's office that about 700 people in the prov­
ince have to pay an extra $1.25 a month for either 
hand volume sets or flashing-light telephones.

Bennett said a request to eliminate the charge 
will be made through the federal board of transport 
commisisoners, which is responsible for rate setting.

MLAs Friday passed the premier's 1966-67 
estimates of $76,269, which includes Bennett’s

public interest,
| He said that every time the 
premier was asked about the 
matter he made a political 
speech and did not answer.

[" "I will,” snapped Bennett.

$20,000 salary

City Scheme ps now a suggestion the govem- 
j ment will grant the city a five- 
jyear lease to use for parking, 
J Macdonald said.
I “Not that I know of,” Bennett! 
| replied.

Bennett said the block wasj 
originally bought from the city! 
as the bank site and architect 
tural designs will not be started! 
until the bank charter is ap­
proved.

The bank will occupy the; 
main lower portion, with gov- £ 
emment offices above, the pre-| 
mier said.

Bennett said he hopes Ottawa | 
gives speedy approval to ar 
charter.

“We’re anxious to get on with® 
it,” he said.

“Surely you can make a start® 
M action-1-1

B.C. ELECTION 
'NOW, LATER'

OK for Bank Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Premier W. 

A. C. Bennett was asked point- 
blank in the legislature Friday 
if there will be a provincial 
election this year.

But the answer to the ques­
tion put by Dave Barrett 
(NDP—Dewdney) wasn’t as 
direct.

Said Bennett: “There’ll 
either be an election this 
year, next year or the next 
year.”

I VICTORS - Premier W. A.
£n^ümelt ,,aid Friday ,here
1 win be no development of the 
government’» downtown block in 
Vancouver until Ottawa am 
prove» a charter for a new 

|Bank of B.C.
|He told the legislature this is 
Becattte the bank’» head offices 
wffl be there and the 55-storey 

aroundthe bank.
on the building now,’ 
aid said. “We get a little bitl 
concerned about all this passing 
the buck to Ottawa. I say the 
holdup is right here in Vic-j 
toria.”

He was answering questions[by Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East).

The downtown Hock has been
Ivncunt for two and there
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HYDRO REPLIES

'Buy-Off' Denied
N By FRANK RUTTER 

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Opposition 

ÿ leader Robert Strachan Friday 
; ) dismissed as unsatisfactory 
'^ B.C. Hydro answers to charges 

SB; that an attempt was made to 
HP “buy” off and to blacklist an 

* • electrician who criticized safety 
H! measures.

Premier W. A. C. Bennett 
.read the legislature a statement 
on the charges from Hydro co- 

£ chairman Dr. Hugh Keenley- 
side.

||| The charges were contained in 
a letter from the father of an 

Vs‘electrician foreman who was 
V working on the Mica Creek dam 

site.
Strachan said the letter, read 

!É!to MLAs on Thursday, was 
from a Mr. Priest. He did not 
identify the man further, or 
name the son.
STRACHAN PUZZLED 

Strachan said he was puzzled 
; by Dr. Keenleyside’s statement 

since it referred to a “Mr. R. 
Froese” a different name from 
the person involved in his 
letter.

Dr. Keenleyside said an im­
mediate inquiry was made into 
a newspaper report about 16 
men who quit the Mica Creek 
Dam project near Revelstoke. 

“The 15 electrical workers 
Ijquit without warning on Jan. 

28,” Dr. Keenleyside’s state­
ment said.

“They complained about the 
itoilet conditions at the tunnel 
entrance and this the resident 
manager undertook to correct 
at once. They also demanded 
subsidies for living m trailers

FERRY DOCK

SAYS AUTHORITY

Berth
Plan
Killed

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Four little Ë 

words Friday shattered 
MLA’s plan for relocating the! 
provincial government’s Horse-" 
shoe Bay ferry terminal.

Dr. Patrick McGeer (Lib -I 
Point Grey) told the legislature! 
the ferry authority terminal at I 
Horseshoe Bay is taking up I 
more and more space in an | 
area heavily used for recreation!

J and sport fishing.
As a means of getting the big I 
mes away from small plea-f 

[sure craft in the area, he* 
suggested the terminal could be! 
relocated on Iona Island at the I 
mouth of the Fraser River.

premier W. A.L 
thought hadI

This was not provided in the 
agreement under yvhich they 
were hired and was refused. 
They said nothing at the time 
about safety conditions.

“In addition to the 15 electri-!. 
cal workers, a foreman, a Mr.: 
R. Froese, was fired on Jan. ji 
27.

“The cause of his dismissal;! 
was his continued refusal to 
obey instructions regarding the 
parking of his automobile.

“The firing of the foreman 
was not at any time used as an 
explanation for the subsequent 
refusal of the men to continue 
their work.

“As the men in question had 
proved themselves unreliable 

and had violated their agree­
ment they will not, for the 
present time at least, be 
considered for re-employment.”
‘NO MENTION’

Dr. Keenleyside said no men-| 
tion had been made of a 10-year | 
period for this situation.

(The letter said the men had[ 
been blacklisted for 10 years).

Dr. Keenleyside said the Mica | 
Creek project has been inspect-1 
ed by the provincial inspector of 1 
electrical energy and there is no | 
record of unsatisfactory instal-fj 
lations.

The Hydro co-chairman also| 
said the Workmen’s Compensa-1 
tion Board accident prevention j- 
supervisor had told Hydro the| 
Mica job is well controlled. I

The International Brotherhood | 
of Electrical Workers Local 9331 
representative told Hydro Fri-| 
day no grievances had been put! 
on his desk up to the time the! 
men quit, Dr. Keenleyside said.|

reroute ternes to G abri-h 
l ola Island instead of Nanaimo.

Vehicles would have to gets: 
h across to Vancouver Island, | 
I presumably by a new bridge-1 
I linking Cabriola and the main! : 
I island, or smaller short-distance^ 
I ferries.
j CUT TIME

This would cut the crossing 1 
1 distance from 36 miles to 141 
|miles and the time from two! 
I hours to one.

The same number of ferries |j 
I could carry more passengers ini 
| a day and make the service K 
| more economical, McGeer said. I

“It’s not being considered,”! 
| replied Bennett.

McGeer had more luck when? 
I he asked the premier if he had g 
| had any success in persuading | 
a B.C. Hydro to discontinue cigar-1 
Jette advertising on transit 1 
I buses, a step Bennett promised g 
I last year.

Bennett, who like McGeer is 9 
I against smoking, said he hadB 
g taken the matter up with Hydro 0 
Sand had been assured that when! 
present advertising contracts | 
jj expire, they will not be re-| 
jjnewed.

McGeer also asked the pre-g

*

Speaker's 
Rule 'Wrong'

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The foremost 

authority on parliamentary law 
and procedure says the Speaker i, 
of the B.C. legislature was! 
wrong in ruling two weeks ago 
that the budget debate had been 
talked out.

The error was admitted in the 
legislature Friday by Speaker 0. 
William Murray, who sought 
higher opinion on his own rul­
ing.

He referred the matter to Sir 
Barnett Cocks, clerk of the 
House of Commons at Westmin-

Cocks is editor of Erskine 
May’s treatise of The Law, Pri­
vileges, Proceedings and Usage j 
of Parliament, and as such is j 
considered the top-ranking 
authority on parliamentary law 
and procedure.

Murray said the clerk of the 
British Commons advised him 
the budget debate takes prece­
dence over all other business 
until it is disposed of.

Ej mier to get rid of 
; ; Hydro railway’s spur line 
jj through Point Grey. He called it 
tj a revolting slash through the 
| loveliest residential area in 
1 Vancouver.

Bennett asked McGeer to give 
1 him a letter on the subject and 
I promised to turn it over to 
1 Hydro, of which he is fiscal 
I agent.
j NOT DECIDED

Bennett was asked by Alan I 
I Macfarlane (Lib - Oak Bay)
I whether B.C. Hydro will con- 
Itinue to operate the transit 
system in Vancouver and Vie­

il toria when the franchises expire) 
| this year and next in the twoj 
\ cities.

The question was answered byjj 
J Resources Minister Ray Willis-J 
I ton, a Hydro director, who saidjj 
I the transit system’s future hasj 
I not been decided by the direc-f 
I tors.

“Certainly I can say as a I 
I director that from the stand-1 
[point of B.C. Hydro, you’re not| 
I going to pay to municipalities a| 
I franchise payment to operate a| 
■ transit system which even withj 
I changed rate schedules is going I 
I to lose a lot of money,” | 

Willis ton said.
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Fiat Justifia
The Queen can do no wrong. But her 

servants, from ministers of the Crown 
right down to truck drivers for public 
works, can and frequently do. And when 
this happens in Britain, and in most 

, parts of Canada and the Commonwealth,
! an injured citizen (injured in person or 
a purse) can sue the government just as if 
, it were another citizen.

But not in British Columbia. Why not?
This "why not” is something that has 

. never been explained by the Social Credit 
government. It obstinately refuses to 
budge from the ancient system by which 

: anyone wishing to sue the Crown must 
first secure a “fiat” from the attomey- 

j general.
j Such fiats are very rarely given.

The government had its chance to 
S modernize itself in this session of the 
legislature when Liberal MLA Alan Mac- 
farlane introduced—for the fourth time 

‘ in five years—a bill to abolish the fiat 
• system.

It was ruled out of order by Speaker 
,j Murray on what appear to be excellent 

! constitutional grounds. A bill in the 
hands of a private member (which Mr. 
Macfarlane is) purporting to interfere 
with the Crown's prerogatives must have 

. the sanction of the Crown.
In other words, Mr. Macfarlane should 

: first have obtained a "fiat” for his bill.
Crown prerogative is important. It no 

■longer belongs exclusively, if at all, to 
the monarch, but is exercised by the min- 

5 isters in the monarch's name — usually

for the government's interest or to mask 
undemocratic procedures.

Most royal prerogatives have been 
abolished. It is time this one was.

Speaker Murray's words read almost 
like an appeal to the government to 
abolish it by adopting Mr. Macfarlane’s 
bill.

Nearly 400 years ago the English 
lawyer, William Watson, proclaimed: 
“Fiat justitia et ruant eoeli” — "Let 
justice be done though the heavens fall." 
This is what a fiat means in effect. "Let 
it (justice) be done.” It should no longer 
be necessary to go up cap in hand for 
this, only to have it refused. Surely 
B.C.’s government is not afraid the 
heavens will fall upon it?

The Sun has been urging this reform 
for years. So have the B.C. Law Society, 
Vancouver Board of Trade, the opposi­
tion parties, and numerous others.

Two sessions ago, the whole legislature 
unanimously approved a resolution urg­
ing abolition of fiats, offered by NDP 
MLA Gordon Dowding. When the gov­
ernment agreed to consider the matter 
reformers rejoiced.

The government has been silent since. 
Hardest to understand is the attitude of 
Attorney-General Bonner. He is no 
medievalist. Surely he can take Mr. 
Macfarlane’s bill and convert it into a 
government measure, even now.

It would be assured of unanimous pas­
sage in the House and unanimous ap­
proval in the province.

T

immhi



Jones Firing Revived as 
Opposition Lashes Gov't

By FRANK RUTTER 
San Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—An inquiry into allegations that people 
who won government contracts have been dunned for 
Social Credit campaign funds was demanded Monday 
in the legislature.

miff demand: was made By 
Interne Btmrett ( NDP’-Bewdney ) 
im æ dbairratic revival of the 
ease' of George EL P. Jones, 
ousted! By the internment last 
yea«r as afrairman of the provin­
cial! puimttamna commission.

Hinted By Barrett with the 
aiiegscums was Social Credit 
saiinoatun Burnt chief Einar St. 
(Gunderson. *
rium (Dir

An one- sttaoe. Gordon Dowding m 
«NEHE-BUrnaby : asked: if Jones > 
was ousted: Because of » falling , m 
out with Gunderson over cam- >M 
gmgEfiumfe.

Tfflff allegations about a con- § 
mctum Between, campaign funds 
amt government purchasing « 
award}* were made, Barrett jr 
saut im a- series of radin H 
Bmadhastc* By Jones last sum-!

BSamrefctJ demanded a denial 
«iinfimnatinm of the information; [li 
or am impiiijy By the govern- 1

Sflciui! worker Barrett donned 
1 $ lawyer's mantle as he cross- 
; examined! B’ennett during debate j 

am Bis departmental estimates.
36t amt stage Bennett pro-j] 
rtteft: “Tntts- imft » courtroom,

Amt Emmett replied: “The 
I fegiMbtnrff is the courtroom ef| 
the ganpftt-.”"
ÜR1» tEWWID

Jbmas was removed feoml 
offine- ftw am act off the légiste-1 
ttme- test year dhsptte furious 

* bratiims 6mm the opposition.
The- anUr reason given By 
government was that it had 
CiMffiifiume- in James.
Jtonratft said Jones was 

itewedi in a series of Vancouvi 
™®œdkasts last July ff and T.

Bed tflff interviews, Jones 
httafl Bnw Gunderson called him j 
b> Bis offline Juiiy 
tomate sauf

®ffadintç 6ram what Be
] at transcript of the _
t- views;. torattUi quoted Jones 
B saying:: “The suggestion

should be relayed or cleared^ 
through his office.”
SUPPLIERS ANGRY 

Then Barrett quoted Jones as I 
saying: Subsequently I was!
phoned and contacted in person 1 
by people — suppliers — who | 
were somewhat outraged. They I 
asked if 1 was aware of the 1 
Social Credit Free Enterprise | 
Education Fund It didn’t take! 
too long to find ... it was! 
applied to the extent that some! 
companies asked me what II 
could do about having the dogs! 
called off.”

Barrett read another quote I 
from Jones concerning a man! 
who appeared in his office ini 
Victoria and badgered a junior I 
buyer. |

“He said he had not contrib-l 
uted $25.000 to the Social Credit 1 
fund just to be brushed off bv| 
some young punk wet behind E 
the ears and I better do |j 
something about it.”
WRITTEN BONNER 

Jones told his interviewer he I 
had written a memorandum to I 
Attorney - General Robert Bon i 
ner about his incident, Barrett [ 
said.

But Bonner told the house hejj 
could not recall having received | 
such a memo.

Bennett said Jones had never [j 
complained either to him, as his I 
chief, or to the deputy finance g 
minister about any incidents.

“Are you aware of Mr. I 
Gunderson having conversations ft 
with -Mr. Jones?” asked Bar-j 
rett

“I have no understanding and j, 
no knowledge that any person j 
had a discussion with the ; 
purchasing commission at anyj 
time,” Bennett replied.

Barrett asked if Gunderson j 
had any special privileges to| 
review the business of the 6 
commission.

“No special rights over Tom 6 
Jones or Bill Henry,”,Bennett| 
said.

Barrett said if Jones’s radio] 
statements were untrue the| 
government should have taken! 
legal action against him.

mter-

: 159

i-NOT SAYING’
“I think every person in al 

free society can make any j 
statements he wishes,” Bennett j 
said.

“Is he telling the truth 
Isn’t he?" Barrett asked.

“I’m not saying,” Bennett f] 
replied.

“These are serious allega­
tions,” Barrett said. “Do you'll 
: think it is a good thing that Mr.
: Gunderson Is involved in these : j 
Lkind of things? Is he permitted ; 
j to sniff around these files? Have 
[you given Mr. Gunderson this ] 
permission?”

“The answer is no,” snapped^ 
Be nett.

Barrett said if Jones’s allega-Ll 
lions are false, the government -] 

[should deny them all immedi- | 
ately and sue Jones.

Said Bennett: “If these alle-fi 
gâtions are not denied this;! 
house should call a commission! 
to investigate just exactly what j 
happened.”

| Dowding said Jones made| 
[other allegations, one of which. : 
concerned interference by High-I 

[ways Minister Phil Gaglardi in| 
[government purchasing of high-; I 
way guard rails.

He did not elaborate.
“Surely you must set the| 

fears of the public at rest,’ 
Dowding said.
CALLED 'BAGMAN*

Dowding said Gunderson should^
I not ke allowed to carry on his| 
activity as a Socred “bagman” 
as well as his public duties as a| 
director of Crown corporations.!

| Bennett, earlier in the session, f 
jhad refused to accept opposition ! 
demands that Gunderson quitj 
one or the other.

Dowding recalled that Jones! 
had got his government job asjj 
a result of Gunderson’s recoin-1 
mendation almost 10 years |j 
ago.

‘‘I’d like to know just what I 
this Mr. Jones’s reasons were for I 
disappearing from the scene | 
and his abrupt retirement. Was| 
it due to he and Mr. Gunderson! 
having a falling out over! 
campaign funds or something?”! 
Dowding

TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 1966

Campaign Fund 
Probe Demanded
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'Game Hogs' Under Fire 
For Raids on B.C. Salmon

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — “Game hog” 

sportsmen are skimming 
some of the cream off B.C.’s 
valuable salmon harvest, an 
independent Vancouver Island 
fisherman charged Monday.

Richard Larson of Sidney 
made the charge before the 
legislature’s special commit­
tee on fisheries.

Larson said some so-called 
sportsmen sell their catch 
under terms of a cheaply- 
obtained commercial licence. 
Others throw fish away, or 
bear them off to the U.S.

Larson said he believes 
commercial fishermen are 
adequately policed, but 
tougher policing of sportsmen 
is needed.

He did not recommend any 
specific action.

Larson said sportsmen take 
advantage of commercial 
closures to gather fish that 
might otherwise be conserved

Larson charged that U.S. 
yachts which come to Barn- 
field on the west coast of the 
island take home as many as 
700 pounds of “free” salmon.

“I have also talked to a 
Yank who stated he really 
enjoyed his visit to our 
country as he and one other 
man on his yacht had caught 
67 coho and chinook salmon in 
two days at Stewart Isle and 
also that it had hardly cost 
him anything as he had diesel 
fuel power in his boat enab­
ling him to fuel and provision 
up in Seattle for the whole 
trip.”

Larson said he also had 
talked recently to a Victoria 
man who bragged about 
catching 55 pink salmon in one 
day in Saanich Inlet.

Larson's brief was followed 
by a submission from the B.C. 
Wildlife Federation, which 
urged the committee to

Home Board Urged
virSTnnrX to ^ Bureau emment should bring in legisla- 

i 1V1UK1A — Creation of anjtion to provide funds for social 
? urban renewal and housing and cultural centres.
I commission and more provincial ! The government money would 
6 mo,'ey f°r social and cultural ! help groups like the Vancouver 

centres were urged in the j Chinese community to build I legislature Monday. social centres, he said,
j Ale* Macdonald (NDP-Van- Premier and Finance Minister 

couver East) said that some low- j W. A. C. Bennett said he would 
rental housing projects are not-study Macdonald’s observations, 
satisfactory.

He cited as an example the 
jl Skeena terrace development as 
I 3 disgraceful feat of imagina­
is lion.*’
g Some 350 children live there 
g but there are practically no 
I recreation facilities, he said.
B Macdonald said that develop* 
| ment of that kind should have 
I recreation areas and be located 
I dose to shopping facilities.
I He said a housing commis- 
f sion, composed of architects, 
jj planners and businessmen,
S would be able to plan housing 
! projects properly.

Macdonald also said the gov- j

ommend a proper provincial 
fisheries department, earlier 
suggested by representatives 
of both the Fisheries Associa­
tion and the United Fishermen 
and Allied Workers’ Union.

The federation also suggest­
ed some form of licensing for 
sports fishermen, possibly 
through boat registration.

However, the federation, 
represented by secretary- 
manager Howard Paish, said 
it felt conservation and man­
agement are the key to proper 
regulation.

The licensing of sport 
anglers should be only to 
obtain information, not to 
restrict their activities, Paish

SÉ • •’ > . - c .. ' ,

Tree Taxes 
Under Study

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The provincial g 

I government is studying élimina-f ï

I lion of property taxes from ||| 
trees, Premier W. A. C. Bennett l 
said Monday.

Thé announcement came in^
| j answer to a complaint in thel 

1 legislature by Opposition leader®
1 Robert Strachan

Strachan said people are . **
J being charged taxes for lrpes HHS£ 
as a growing crop, when B C ■ -to 
laws make no provision for such 
charges.

• The question of limber 
i under study now." Bennett §H
& replied. _________

• There may be some enanges*™™™» 
made, I can’t say. The matter 
is under study.”

I'SCANDALOUS/ 

PERRAULT SAYSi
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The B.C. 
government’s attitude to alco­
hol is scandalous. Liberal 
leader Ray Perrault charged 
Monday.

Perrault said in the legisla­
ture the provincial govern­
ment raises taxes worth $19 
per person from alcohol.

Yet the government spends 
only 10 cents per capita on 
alcoholic rehabilitation, he 
said.

Bill Urges 
Insurance

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Opposition 

J leader Robert Stachan Monday 
!; introduced his own bill to set up 
1 government auto insurance in 
SBC.

The bill gives broad powers to 
kthe government to set up a 
I comprehensive system of public 
I insurance.

It provides for the cabinet to 
■ appoint one of its ministers 
J and one other person to 
h administer an insurance 
I scheme.

It would allow a government 
| insurance office to set policies 
j and premiums and to provide 
y compensation for accident vie-
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Federal Tax Men 
'Leave Red-Faced'

j VTKCTOEIA — Premier W 
j C Bennett said Monday a group 
' off Camaciami tax experts are red-,

: faeed because their pohtished: 
figures oil B..C were wrong.

Bennett was answering t 
fions ia the legtoliatiiuire from j 

, Liberal! leader Bay Perrault.,!
: who> cpotied; the Fetormairy pubh-1 

cation of the Camadou Taxi;] 
Foundjatien as saying B.C.’s .per | 
capita debt was the highest ,

| ' Canada: and.1 that B..C. gwver 
... ! ment aid to mumeipafitiies was 1 

well behind! Ontarin. which fed i 
the country with 38 per cent flf| 

" its budget
Bennett said that in the 

few days officials of the fotrada- § 
ttnon had been touring B.C 

“Th put it mildly their faces |
! must have1 been a Biittte red."
| the- premier said.'

"They didn't know our direct | 
jj debt was ewmptetely nfflset byf 
[j stoking; funds."

They also didn't take rm«| 
|j account B.C . 's homeowner grant 1 
I in computing add: to rmmicipaEi-1 
I ties, the premier said.

They also, hadi been comparing I 
I B.C.."s net: budget., escbrofive of |

: fedktradi add. with other pro 
1 tore's gross budgets, whit 
I; toeliudie1 Ottawa comtribntiiems.
I Bennett said.

Clerk, 83, Given 
Gov't Tribute

ViCTOiffiM — The tegdslature | 
Monday paiid a special tribute t® 1 

■ ids veteran clerk E. K. iNed. Î 
l Itefieck on his 83rd birthday.
I Tb always refreshed seeing i 
- the' smaSng face and spirit «fl 
| my friend Mir. BeBeck, "" saiiri| 
| Premier W. A. C. Bennett.

1 Libérai leader Bay! 
t. ““We haven't 
ras on very many i

ASSESSMENTS

Revision 
Courts 
Rapped

Stun Vmttoumi Kuneain
Xi1ICÏÏlO)BRttA — ®Brgnsiffimn| 

| Ikuitier fl&ritertt Storaeitei® Mkimdaiy 
|(dbarggd tttfadt grnigartiy

appeal] grooeediure- to|
|at imtiKfv.

""Finr year* Wammireeir ciffy 
Ecinmrail [has (espntssed dtosattto-l 
É tiraiîtiiem wifflb nlhe tofflütodh' and! 
| ratitirriffites off tflte comm off revii-| 
| sitm." Iht'. ttiitil tflte Itegtoffathune..

Latdt yæar.. Sttrailbam said.. the; 
|(riffy worn 1E5> off HT® ap^eald id! 
I miatie tko tlhe attmtssunrac appeal! i 
I ibuuurd agyüimîl (tituisiitins off 
5 oranttæ off ctEvtoiiim.

“Tlhe ctnintl to wrong; somm 
[ where iff' tilted ptmeunflage car- 
5; rites om."“ lis* sawd.

StrariteMi ailboi satill tfltefl many 
mæunibæirf off tithe tmtiite aime 
aifirmfl till) omikie assessment j

Tlhe miunheir off a®fleait* im|| 
ÏWancouweir ranges finirai 3flll> 1 
IIB06 a year., lot satiil.

'“Theme would! lie1 many ., mauyjl 
I imime iff ttihe pulWïie received | 
I what tthey Mit wats a fladnemjg

______ _ ______ tflhe count
|j mvtoiiim.'"" Stiradtem addled.

Hfe siaM iff to mteihi|y: ttheji 
|j wuealtihry amt Qaurge Bamilho lifers. ! 
p .-Hiuih ms tflhe Cimaftani P’aeifiie j 
I Banfiwaiy.. whin appeal]
I tiltey cran adffiond tUte Eegailjj 

esprame..
Stradfaun asked Phenniter W..J 

l| A. €.. ffitamuttti tin review 
|| ifiippnintimrenffs ranfl <
I iiff pHipplke tin tlhe counts off | 
I mevtoiinn and assessment! aipçeall 
llhraards. Tlhe agnpoinffnnenffs

alSitd: "T d fete* to> j 
tii) tflhe1 gntoaffe'l 

jiciffaBtins whin wonlk am tflte «
I Ibimrds.

; ælbm saiid hits flhnanee dapmrtl- :e 
E murait meceiiwfes very few prottaste | 
I alhiutt mssessnnralt aygeaito.
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Bill Raises 
Automatic 
Will Share

ON FARM LABORO'Neal Raps
Drink-Drive
Legislation

Spend More 
In Valley, 
Gov't Urged Sea tr-wia Bureau

I VUCTOffiLA ' CP) — E-
kD'ÎSeaà, secret ary-treasurer -etf 
(the B.C. FedETStimi of Labor.. 
{Tuesday termed proposed gor-' 
ernment legislation on drinking 

| dowers an infringement '«if 
l civil liberties..
[; Under the law ,a polie emam

VTCTlDiaA Legihkmtra that
wül double widow's sham* of'

■film likttomut Bure-aro
j âmnnOKllA — Dû Annicittture' 
IMimisiier Ftnanlk ffitiidtiutr wouitil] 
w inf nmnoigiimltimn amd ‘tpemii a g 

■ Ifiitttlke imtimey the «tmikfi soilce: tthe*| 
Ifamm Uælhoir pmibikun ini the'] 
I; Friser" Vælflkej-.. MRA Barer Blanr- 

imttn -Kuril THiasrilare..
; Baunrettn,, whn> n^nrsmto tf&r 
j QLimtir Maumlkraril irufiing effi 
'flfttwdtawi’y.. ewem ttlhmw ouf a:

her imsbamd'
hands- of
amn»dmied Tuesday by AttHrary-
(&enerail Bdbert. Bonner

i lstrataion Act will boost a 1 
I widow's automaitik sharing of an j 
j estate where there m no wiS * 
from a mas.iimn.in of SlilUWti ie a 
maixamiuim of X2W.1HW 

■ Bonner laser explained that 
| the chance if being made jn| 
irreoenidtHMi of the nsrag valnae j 
of estâmes in B . C 

The hill guv en first reading. I 
j also empowers the official ad-1 
! manoHtoamor to arrange fer fn-1 
l aerails and make other arrange- j 

mentis in eonmeetinn wish the * 
i estate of a deceased person ii 
: before any letters of adumnuF- 5 
f i.ratann are issued,

Anri hi raises from S1..WW 1o| 
jjSll.iNM» the amount of an estate I 

handled by the

drinking low much. The licencie J 
would be returned ü the .tirâuHr | 
registered less than i6B iper .cent I 

! blood- alcohol content wn a x<eil-1 
untary tereathailyaer test.

Befusal to hand ow-er the S 
j licence would anteanaticaiBy im-1 
j validate il for 2# hours, 
j Q'Tfteal said in an mherniew I
the “most compeEhmg" mrgw- J
ment, against the Law is than it j 

j is contrary 1® the basic premise* i 
|of British law that a man is 
I presumed innocent until prwoen

I Support for the Haw was ! 
j expressed by president "Waiter 
h Owen of the B...C. ILaw Society..
I who said “cars are dangeroxns 
t! implements.” and Presadent 
Ü Earle Maims of 'the B.C Aiuto-

I3k1D)1P* MILA .saorii an the*] 
art* nibs* geMeinranaEj 
suppnnt a pumugraan ttoJ 

Vaamromweir hmiHewiree»] 
wontk grerikang henries out i 

.■allky..

; off hrauHewirees aunt1 bored!
saidl ffi'aunretm, •"Thm,| 

be* a ralhef" heir a IritL <ifj 
wlhoi wtguuUnB ltike* to» get 

limit otf theur home»."""
I B&amrutttt iKiuifi the* gowerniungnt.! 
Ltnudril ten up) temporally dlare-aamej 
feemüra* aiadl gnrottirib* tupem*iBmm| 
pur (cifadriben) wttiils* tilbtiir nmtfher$
Ijparibtid hrnnriicK.
! On canfid alls») hire* buses tknj 
Ithnauttgoonii the* itiity woman) baulk 
j amd Sorfllh.
j Eadtattir tuiiril the* flamm Labor 
lowroMt'im in B.C. is being inreesifi- 
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Three Socred MLAs Revolt 
Against Redistribution Bill

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - Three Socred 
rebels voted against the govern­
ment Tuesday despite a last- 
rainute promise by Premier W. 
A. C. Bennett that there will be 
another redistribution of seats 
in the B.C. legislature in five

| The government’s controver- 
A sial redistribution bill was given 

second reading — approval in 
principle — by a 29 to 19 vote.

The vote came after a fierce 
two-hour debate In which oppo­
sition members predicted gov­
ernment gerrymandering would 
come home to defeat Social 
Credit in the next election.

TTie three Socred rebels were 
Jim Chabot of Columbia, Arvid 
Lundell of Revelstoke and Don 
Robinson of Lillooet.

A fourth Socred, John Tisdalle 
of Saanich, said he was in favor 
of the principle of redistribu­
tion, but opposed the govern­
ment's method of achieving it. 
He said he would vote against 
the riding changes on third 

i reeding later in the session. 
COLDER IN FAVOR 

$ lone opposition defector was 
Frank Calder of the New 
Democratic Party, who sided 
with the government. The bill 

’ will preserve his far-north rid­
ing of Atlin.

The break-up of party lines 
|| came over the government’s 
I decision to alter a redistribution 

plan proposed by a royal 
commission headed by Dr. 

I Henry Angus.
The Socreds have preserved 

| seven northern ridings which the 
^commission would have cut to 
[five; they have boosted mem- 

> in the legislature from

the commission’s 52 to 54, am 
they have created six dual 
member ridings in Vancouver 
instead of 12 separate seats.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East) charged the gov­
ernment made the changes in 
Vancouver to prevent losing 
seats to his party.
‘FRIGHTENED*

“They are frightened in their 
boots of the NDP," he said.

Macdonald said that under the 
redistribution proposed by Dr. 
Angus the NDP would have 

i gained three seats in new city 
n ridings. The doubling up will 
tend to preserve Socred teams 

: in two-member ridings.
In the north, Macdonald said, 

the government altered the 
Angus plan to save the Socred 
seats of Skeena and Prince 
Rupert, which would have been 
merged with Atlin and which 
the NDP would have won.

“It is only for politics you^ 
interfered with this report and- 
if you go ahead you will be 
punished at the polls,** he | 
predicted.

The rebellious Socreds com-1 
’plained the government had! 
added two northern seats but j 

.was prepared to allow the g 
Kootenays to lose three MLAs,| 
giving that region only four! 
members.

Opposition MLAs renewed 
challenge to Mines Minister Don I 
Brothers and Provincial Secre­
tary Wesley Black, who repre-

Isent the Kootenay ridings of 
Trail and Nelson, to stand upljf 
_ for their area.

Neither minister spoke, not| 
Seven Black, who as pilot of the| 
*bill was expected to wind up*] 
y debate.

Bennett's answer was that the! 
people of the Kootenays would!

-endorse his government 
fnext election, returning Socred?! 
i- members in all four Kootenay |j 
I ridings.

Lundell's riding of Revelstoke E 
Swill be eliminated by the bill, p 
1 which lumps it into a huge new 
;i constituency to be called] 
1 Columbia River.

“I for one am not laboring I 
Hunder any illusion that .we own! 

F]these seats, but I can assure! 
Byou when we speak against this!
; bill we are not doing it for 

| y personal reasons,” Lundell]

“I’m opposing it because 
majority of my people oppose it | 
and I am the voice of that| 
majority.”

Lundell said the combined E 
Kootenay areas have nothing in| 
common, g eographically, jj 
socially or economically.
abolished too

Robinson’s Lillooet riding will! 
Halso be abolished by the redis- jg 
J tribution.

He said the riding is 85 years I 
I old, and wealthy in such natural i 
| resources as minerals, timber, | 
|hydro power and coal. It will?! 
•jjhave 20,000 people by 1975, he|

“When w’e have a constitu­
ency that’s starting to growfe 
iwith people going in andp 
3 developing it, why tear it| 
I apart?” Robinson asked.

Bennett insisted the govern ! 
g ment was doing the right | 
jj thing.

“If this government didn’t fl 
I have courage it wouldn’t come!
| in with a redistribution bill at| 
gall,” he said.

Bennett maintained the majorI 
| purpose of the government bill ! 
§is to give Vancouver and the!
| Lower Mainland more MLAs —1 
lit adds eight.

•un Victoria Bureau
,JiCT?»IA — Tlle fishermen's 
l™°L today «sked the B.C. 
IE!Jmm<!nt f0 withdraw a bill 
9, °.r.e ,^e legislature which
I*aUonnfl?mi,ate prov™ci«i arbi- 
gtration of fishing disputes. ,
ith?°UnI!tffeVffi *ecr6ta^ of
lAIII.HUm du ^‘shermen’s and.g Allied Workers’ Union told *1lbflHlatiVe mmmittee that if the I 
flf ta*pp"2| fishermen wiu| 
■ oe left without any leealI cèSures06 "“«"*» p™
I REPEAL SECTION
1. bin W°uld repeal ani 

section of the B.C. I 
A which provides I

[Withdraw Bill, 
Fishermen Plead

____
«should be retained and strength-- 
gened to include provision for fl 
*3 conciliation procedures as well. I 
I When the bill was introduced, g 
I Recreation Minister Kenneth!
■ Kieraan said the reason wasE 
I that B.C. considers fishermen! 
g fall under federal jurisdiction

Stevens told the committee | 
today the-question of jurisdic- 

gtion has not been settled.
He said fishermen cannot use! 

I the provincial labor relations! 
I act because it does not classify 8
■ them as employees.
I Their only legal status at the! 
|moment is under the Fisheries]
■ Act, he said.
T AVOID ACT’

8 liston suggested the fishermen § 
8 want to avoid the Labor Relay 

lions Act.
“Do you want the best of both| 

I worlds?” committee member 1 
j Harry McKay (Lib. — Fernie)! 
| asked Stevens. “You’re in thel 
| position of taking anything thati 
8 suits you in the Labor Relations jj 
| Act but anything that restricts J 
|you, you don’t want it.’

Stevens admitted his union | 
! does not like certain elements of I 
I the Labor Relations Act. But, heg 
| said, the fishermen want their I 
| own act until someone decides I 
| the whole question of jurisdic-| 
| tion.

The committee agreed to I 
| consider the union’s request, but| 
I made no commitment.
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Dentists Punished 
'For Obeying Law'

ARMERS MISS GRAVY 
VITH POTATO CHIPS

Sob Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—B.C. farmers are getting gypped 

on chips, according to a city MLA.
Arthur Turner. New Democratic Party mem­

ber for Vancouver East, complained to the legis­
lature that farmers get a very small share of the 
profits on sale of potato chips.

A Fraser Valley farmer gets between $80 and 
$100 per ton for potato crops used for the chips. 
Turner said. The chips sell in stores for 25 cents 
per 3 -ounce bag. Turner calculated that this 
works out to $2,666 per ton.

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A special legislative committee was 

told Tuesday the College of Dental Surgeons Is taking 
disciplinary action against members for obeying the 
law relating to dental mechanics. 1

the statement was made by 
Dr. Gordon Shrum. co-chairman! 
of B.C. Hydro and Power

dentists.
But Shrum told the committee ] 

that co-operation between theji 
I groups has been halted because 
the college took disciplinary i| 
action against dentists comply-1 
ing with the law.

He said that in two cases | 
dentists were singled out from J 

, their colleagues because they co­
operated with technicians and j 

; mechanics. They were set out 
' as examples.
I OBEY ACT

I “If an act of the legislature 
authorizes a certain procedure I 
think each of these groups 
should be compelled to comply 
with it," Shrum said.

* “If an act requires a certifi­
cate of oral health then the 
professional organization of

Authority, chancellor of Simon 
Fraser University, and for 
seven years chairman of the 
dental technicians’ board.

Shrum criticized the college's- 
actions in an appearance before ; 
the committee which is review-[ 

j ing the operations of the board. | 
set up by the Dental Techni- ; 
cian’s Act.

The statute allows mechanics 
to make full upper and lower 

obtain a

added ' ll there is an 'act set 
up to govern the dental techni­
cians and mechanics. I don't
think the legislature should be 
o\ erruled by a group of discip 
lining dentists '*
•USE SERVICES*

He said the present shortage 
of dentists in B.C.

dentures 
certificate of oral health from a 
doctor or dentist 
WIDER RANGE 

They can deal directly with 
the public.

Technicians work through the 
dentists and with presrrmtinne

another • 
reason why the professional and 
the non professional groups 
should get along.

Even- effort should be made. ' 
he said, to use the services of 
the technicians and mechanics 
so that dentists can perform 

| their essential tasks.

not be in a position to discipline 
any members for complying 

I with the provisions of the
caHpenorrn r«r range of1 
dental work.

Both mechanics and techni­
cians work in co-operation with ShrumIn stronger terms.

failed to come to grips with a 
pressing manpower shortage on 
B.C. farms.

The whole industry' is sliding | 
with the majority of B.C. 
farmers having trouble making 

i a living, Stupich added. 
BARELY MARGINAL 

‘The majority of people oper 
ate at sub-marginal or barely 
marginal levels." he added.

! “This government has not 
| taken the problem seriously 

government has

government's proposed new 
wildlife act that gives the 
minister of recreation and con­
servation authority to let non­
residents hunt without guides
was criticized Tuesday in the 11.,:-.-*—

VICTORIA — B.C. needs a 
new minister of agriculture 
because the present one, Frank 

j Richter, isn't doing his job. the 
Opposition's chief farm spokes­
man said Tuesday.

“I think the minister has let 
down the agricultural industry,” 
Dave Stupich (XDP-Nanaimo) 
told the legislature.

“I’m getting just a little fed 
up with the minister.” he 
said.
ssw.eoo UNSPENT

Stupich said the provincial 
agriculture budget last year was 
$3.4 million. Yet Richter spent 
only $2.9 million of his alloca­
tion. This left over $500.000 
unspent—an error of 20 per cent 
in estimating.

“I think the minister just 
doesn’t know how to spend the 
money for the bent 
agriculture industry, 
said. “We need a i

because the 
assumed the problem does not 
exist.” he said.

Richter replied that his de­
partment is providing a service 
to farmers never equalled in 
B.C.’s history.

“We have more staff doing a 
greater amount of work and 
more specialists than ever 
before,” he said.

ment of game harvest, and 
when you let in non-residents 
like this it is game harvest.”

Harding also said the depart­
ment of recreation and conser­
vation should sharply increase j 
its staff of game biologists and 
others skilled in wildlife.

Leo Nimsick (NDP — Cran- 
j brook) said there should be 
stringent controls over the use 

I of aircraft for hunting.__

Stupich !

farm labor.

»••

Non-Resident Replace Richter,
[Hunt Law Hit
t ictoria Bureau «483H|,"A '•3

11 a A _____ . . can waive that law.
Farm Critic Urges
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HE'S HACKED, HACKED, HACKED

[Pesticide Bomb 
Sprays Richter!

v - forced to revert to contami-j 
nated supplies when imports I . 
ran out.

She said the farmers wcreKi 
promised compensation by^fl 

; ■ provincial officials, but noth-pv 
ing has been forthcoming. 1

: 'Nothing Done'
To Aid Farmers
She said Richter told her a 

year ago to “keep quiet”; | 
about the pesticide scare* 

I because publicity might harm 
thew hole farming community.

’ But as nothing had been done 
either to solve the problem or SR 
help the farmers, she said,; 
she had decided to speak up 
now.

' Mrs. Haggen said Richter, < 
personally told her later thaV 
•'he was not going to stick his* 

rX; Tieck out because it was a \ 
^province-wide problem.”

, / Now the farmers involvedra 
yjag are going broke, she added.
B" “I can only hold the minis-K . 
,•* ter fully responsible for what® 

has happened,” Mrs. Haggen| [

N “You have tried to protect L: 
tie government against the I 

î/J jfariners. You have been more pi 
™<3ncemed with glorifying your 

. own position in the cabinet"-; 

. than with the plight of theft] 
>.J farmers.”

She read a handful of:
, ; telegrams from people andp‘ 

; organizations in her riding 
' pleading for government aid. ^ 

« Amid opposition cries of IS 
“answer, answer,” Richter at*

Efirst sat still, head bowed.
When he did get up, he K 

[ said: “We are doing every- P

♦u:ng we can jQ assisting at •

e said the pesticide ques- 
was really a federal f

have an opinion but I’m 
a technical person and no jf'v 
needs to pay attention to i

s promised to consult with 1$ 
departmental officials and 
r to give Mrs. Haggen ÉJ& 
ten answers to her ques- ||p

»ve Stupich (NDP — foi 
aimo) who Tuesday had ij* 

Richter should be re- ■ 
ed, commented: “You e* 
• said you have done Bj 
Tthing you could — this®

By FRANK RUTTER 
Son Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — B.C.’s lone 
woman MIA Wednesday led a 
splashing opposition attack on 
Agriculture Minister Frank 
Richter for failing to grapple 
with the problem of poison 
pesticides.

Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP- 
Grand Forks-Greenwood) de­
manded provincial govern­
ment compensation for 
farmers in her area who, she 
said, have been ruined by 
pesticide contamination of 
dairy herds.

Leo Nimsick (NDP-Cran- 
bfook) called for a complete 
halt on use of agricultural 
pesticides until the govern­
ment finds out how dangerous 
they are.

Richter, who lost his tem­
per, and shouted, “I’m not a 
miracle man,” admitted he 
Knew nothing about pesticides.

He said the plight of the 
Grand Forks farmers was 
Ottawa’s responsibility.

'Rare Display 
Of Violence'
But this only brought him 

more scorn from the opposi-

i Richter’s $6 million depart- 
estimates, including 

sa>ap'. Were finally passed 
Matter 6Mi hours of debate. Thei

suffering in B.C. “You have 
; been in touch with the federal 
government — but you 

1 haven’t been in touch with the 
j farmers,” she said.

“You have failed.”
As pressure mounted with 

opposition demands to know 
what research is being carried 
on, Richter replied that a soil 
conservation committee was 
set up last fall but hasn’t been 
able to start tests until the 

| frost thaws in Grand Forks.
“We don't know where 

I we’re going on this thing,” he 
confessed.

“If you were in my boots 
you wouldn’t know either.”

Richter Rapped 
: For Inaction
j Randolph Harding (NDP — 
Kaslo-Slocan) said the opposi­
tion has been warning about 
pesticide pollution for years 
and Richter had been derelict 
in his duty.

i This brought Kiernan into 
the fray.

“I’m not going to carry the 
ball for the minister of 
agriculture,” he said, “but 
I’m not going to sit here and 
see this kind of misinformed 
abuse heaped on the minister. 
Much of what has been 
offered is not only mis»-

» . .. re­
distribution will merge much 
« their present ridings.
►Mrs. Haggen triggered the 

jpgry debate by relating the 
«“Is of three Grand Forks 
"nners who lost their stock a 
3**r ago when it was found to 
^contaminated by the pesti-

The government has been 
aware of a “remorseless 
buildup" of pesticide pohni 
since 1857, when the problem 
became generally known ■ 
the public, he said.

"It’s no use trying to gets" 
the hook,” he said. ..

Haggen, —- said the
1 faithfully followed the 
nent orders to use non- 
hated imported hay

Wsnotj

mil



lire?»
tailed information on the B 

.number of scientists working) 
pollution for the govern-’: 

•M. the minister said be, 
[didn't know exactl?. but some 

being done at they 
[University of B.C.

'Dark Cloud'
Cast Over Area
Luffmait added that the 

ÏB C- Research Council was 
looking into pesticides, and it.

( was receiving some financial
rwnttnnnf

mer Soviet leader Nikita i 
Khrushchev once warned the 
West that Russia was going to.: 
bury it.

‘'But we are going to be; 
buried by bottles,” he added.

The state of Washington has.j 
recognized the threat, Mac- [ 
dona Id said, and is conducting a | 
plebiscite on whether all bottles 
should be returned to stores for| 
a refund or not.

I WORLD LOADED

Bottles 
Bug MLA

Sen Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The world is in^ 

[danger of being buried by ij 
bottles, Vancouver East New,;

: Democrat Alex Macdonald said y
II Wednesday.

Beer bottles, pop bottles and!.; 
]jam jars are piling up in 

aid from the US. government. basements and on back porches
Richter then accused Sirs. - --/à everywhere. Macdonald warned 

Hageen of “casting a dark ’ the legislature,
cloud on the Grand Forks' : > Macdonald recalled that for-; 
area/"

But Stupkrh pointed out that 
people are afraid to buy farm 

! products from the area 
already because of the pesti- 
cide scare. The only way to 

* avoid this was lor the govcrn- 
t to clear up the problem.

Said Nimsick: "The premier 
s glibly about this wonder- 
movement looking after 
poor people—you've got 

s of dollars surplus and 
m’t look after these

“If there’s any danger at 
e should stop the use 

l pesticide until we know 
1 about R."

Richter again said it is 
to Ottawa to act, because 

federal onk
; closed down Grand Forksj 
1 dairy farms.

“I can do nothing,” be said.
“I have been pressing it for]

| two years.
“It’s all right to laugh 

[ me. I admit I don't have tl 
. technical knowledge ”
The Real Issue 
'Being Dodged'
That was not good enough!

| replied Opposition leader!
Robert Strachan “If Ottawa! 
von’l accept its responsibility | 
re must.

“Obviously this department! 
bas not been doing its job."

“It has been a shocking I 
display today by the minis- 

! at stake and if* disgraceful."
Perrault said the opposition]

| wants a better deal 
, farmers and that is why I 
' MLAs were pressing the min-1 
u istcr of agricnUnre concerning I 
| the Grand Forks pesticides | 
j problem.

“What we are concerned!
^ about is the economic devas-J 
g talion wrought on a group .

the Grand Forks |
| area." he said.

Perrault said he realizes |
|that a scientific problem 

nvolved.
“But compensation 1 

is the issue 
| stake," he said.

The liberal leader noted the I 
I provincial government teamed!
I tip with Ottawa to provide aid I 
I to Okanagan fruit j 
I hard hit by frost.

"Tris Act of God in the I 
I Okanagan is tolly equal to the I 
1 situation m Grand Forks,"

MLA URGES 
LAW REVIEW

Sun Victoria Bureau j
VICTORIA — An institute j 

of law reform should be j 
established in the University [ 
of B.C. law faculty to review | 
laws in B.C. and elsewhere, a j 
lawyer-MLA said Wednesday.

Tony Gargrave (NDP-Mac- 
kenzie) told the legislature | 
B.C. laws should be studied | 
and statutes in other parts of j 
the world should also be . 
looked at so the government 
knows what is going on 
elsewhere.

The MLA also called for a 
complete legal aid program 
for civil and criminal cases, 
and urged better facilities for 
Vancouver Courthouse.

i. j ' ‘

B.C. CARROTS WANTED
Son Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—A government MLA said Wednes­
day something is wrong when B.C. consumers have 
to buy carrots grown in California and Mexico.

Bert Price (SC—Vancouver-Burrard) told the 
legislature during examination of agriculture de­
partment estimates that carrots and other imported 
vegetables grow just as well in the province.

He said the department’s markets and statistics 
branch should be trying to create more markets for É8SE|®j|Si 
home-grown foods.___________

■■■■■-------

■■■I
it
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QC Honor Tied to Politics,
Lawyer Macdonald Charges

mended lists for the honor of I 
QC from judges and the Law I 
Society.

“I challenge you to get out I 
the last list of recommendations ? 
which came from the Bench and | 
Law Society, and compare it j 
with the list of appointments j 
you actually made,” Macfarlane ;

‘TOO EMBARRASSING*
Attorney-General Robert Bon- < 

ner made no reply.
‘T know he won’t do it,” I 

Macfarlane said. ‘‘It's just too : 
embarrassing.”

He said too many QCs were | 
just “political hacks.”

“Name one.” government * 
backbenchers asked.

“It would rather embarrass 1 
some members of the house and | 
cabinet if I did,"- Macfarlane |

“The person in question | 
| knows who I mean.” he added, ji 
looking at the cabinet benches. |

But he refused to name the j 
man.

to the bench,before going i 
Macdonald said.

He said he was referring to 
Mr. Justice George Gregory.

Macdonald also said the gov­
ernment should not use the 
Queen's Counsel Act until the 
appointments are made on a 
proper basis.

The act allows the appoint­
ment of five QCs in any 
calendar year. In B.C., how­
ever, the titles are bestowed 
every two or three years.

Anyone appointed attorney- 
general automatically receives 
the title.

Other appointees are recom­
mended by the attorney-general 
after he consults with the chief 
justices of the Appeal Court and 
B.C. Supreme Court and two 
members of the Law Society of 
B.C.

interlarded The cabinet bestows the title.
The lawyers concerned must 

have at least five years’ mem- 
There was one recent ap- bership in the B.C. bar.

Sun Victoria Bureau
The Queen's 
bestowed onCounsel honor 

certain lawyers has fallen into 
disrepute in B.C. because politi­
cal considerations are involved, 
a lawyer-MLA told the legisla­
ture Thursday.

“Until this institution is put

I
on a proper footing it should be 
abolished.” said Alex Mac­
donald (NDP -Vancouver East). 
I He brought up the subject 
during review of the attorney- 
general's department estimates 

| for the coming fiscal year.
He said the title of QC was 

intended as an honor for 
outstanding members of the

‘HEAVILY LARDED’
i But it has beomc heavily. 
‘ though not wholly 
with political considerations, he

Crime Victims' Fund Urged
Sun Victoria Bureau 

I VICTORIA — The provincial 
government was urged Thurs­
day to set up a fund for 
compensating crime victims.

“We spend thousands of dol­
lars on the rehabilitation of 
criminals, and no one objects to 
that, but we don’t give anything 
to victims of crimes,” said Alex 
Macdonald (NDP - Vancouver

offenders in civil actions but | this session,” Mai 
this seldom results in financial Attorney-General 
recovery. I ner.

Criminals, if they have any i “It wouldn’t b 
money, usually use it all for We have the 

i their defence, he said. English legislatic
Macdonald said Great Britain hc addcd

has established a five-man „ ”arcad“na'<'1,s/i!
i program could 1 

criminal injuries compensation provide compens 
board which administers a who suffer jnjur] 
$300,000 fund. taking part in re«

“You should bring in legisla- like searches for 
i tion to help victims of crime at The city fo ’

Water Feud Peace Sought
Sun Victoria Bureau , over lakes in i 

VICTORIA - The legislature 1873. 
i Thursday gave first reading to The dispute 

a bill aimed at settling a water Saanich began 
feud between the city of years ago when the city an- 
Victoria and Central Sbanich nounced it would negotiate a

I
 municipality. new price schedule with the

The bill will return ownership municipality, 
of water in the region to the Williston said the bill would

area since

The city has held jurisdiction1 Saanich Peninsula. from another.

ELECTED SENATE URGED
VICTORIA — A Liberal MLa Thursday said 

federal Senate appointments are disgraceful and 
the Senate should be elected.

Alan Macfarlane (Oak Bay) told the legisla­
ture: “I’m the first to advocate Senate appoint­
ments in this country should be reformed.”

He made the comments when he attacked the 
provincial govemrhent for appointing political 
friends to the status of Queen’s Counsel, an honor­
ary legal accolade.

“The only Senate appointment I could be in

deiSfààÉili



onner Forecasts 
aba ret Solution
Talks With Vancouver Result 
In Plan to Change Liquor Act

n

F Sun Victoria bureau
VICTORIA — Attorney-General Robert Bonner r | 

announced Thursday he hopes to introduce legislation! 
at the current session to end the cabaret licensing con- g 
troversy in Vancouver. i ~

The city also plans to set up a Liberal Pat McGeer of Point nj 
“blue ribbon committee” of Grey who said the existing 
impartial citizens to screen confused situation in Vancouver 
cabaret licence applications, is ridiculous and impossible to. | 
Bonner told the legislature. police. ... V

Bonner said his announce Dr. McGeer said patrons of so- £|l 
ments follow discussions he has called cabarets have been j fft, 
held during the session with forced to buy bottles of liquor j J 
Corporation Counsel Russell and smuggle them onto the f\ |

' Baker. premises in brown paper bags.
. The legislation will be an Bonner replied that recent | j

[
amendment to the Liquor Act negotiations, which began last k 
defining a cabaret, Bonner fall, between the city, LCB and j | 
said. himself should soon resolve all t ■

| It will be an alteration or problems.

I
 addition to existing Liquor Con- The city proposes to alter its ihj| 
trol Board definitions. definition of cabarets,” Bonner r

CITY TO COOPERATE sa,i‘J;, ... . , . , .... !
_ “We will introduce a defmi-
The city, in turn ivil license on f c,airetl ,hc Liquor 

lonly cabarets which fall within d r„ hopelul to have.
■the new definition said Bonner. su(ficient coromon eround toggl

. Thls ls ''ba* *hp cll>,.ha.s introduce the legislation at this If 
Sjbeen asking for. Bonner added.

Bonner said he has also urged sessl° *
|the LCB to review rejection of 
|previous cabaret licences.
•The attorney general said at 

I present there are 47 city-Ilicensed cabarets. 
‘RIDICULOUS’

Fourteen of these arc approv

REVIEW PLANNED
Bonner said the citizens’ 

committee to be set up by 
Vancouver will review cabaret 
applications which the LCB may 
not be prepared to accept.

He said the city has already |;ruuuciTi vi meat: eii u euuiu' ... _ Hcd cabarets under existing LCB suggested that the LCB.take a 
standards; another 14 have second look at its |
.never applied for an LCB six «baret aPP jeatwns j
licence: seven have been re- I said I would urge the LCBF 
fused LCB approval, and the;to review applications at the r 
I rest, including such places as city’s request, Bonner added, 
jthe Stanley Park tearoom, could “We are anxious to move to 
.'not ever be intended to be fuller recognition of the point of 
(cabarets. view expressed in Vancouver. 11

Bonner’s announcements don’t think we will have a great 
tame in mmiX questions by ■■en™

$300 Fine Doomed
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The provincial
■ government is about to do away 
S with a law that calls for an 
I automatic $300 fine for waiters 
J who serve beer to minors, 
E Attorney-General Robert Bonner 
| hinted Thursday.

The law that puts the onus for
■ determining a customer’s age 
Ion beer waiters has been fre-
■ quently criticized by beer parlor 
I employees and opposition 
|MLAs.

The minimum fine for such an 
■offence is $300, while the minors 
I involved are usually fined only a 
Ismail amount.

John Squire (NDP-Albemi) 
I told the legislature it is not 
1 right that employees should be 
j held responsible. If anybody has 

bear the responsibility it 
be their employers, he

| his department has been study- 
| ing the situation.

“We may be able to deal with 
it at this session from the 
standpoint of removing the fixed 
fine and leaving the fines fo the 

(discretion of the courts,” he 
said.

He added: “There has been a 
- marked reluctance to levy fines 
against juveniles and indeed to 
find them guilty of the offence. 
But I may be able to recom- 

j mend an amendment to the 
House before we rise.”

Mrs. Lois Haggen (NDP- 
Grand Forks-Greenwood) called 
beer parlors “dens of iniquity” 
and said that nothing can be 
done to improve them.

She said she is opposed to 
suggestions that pubs be allow­
ed to employ barmaids?

After the men have a few 
drinks under their belts 
would forget to go home to 
wiv

Law Halting 
Insurance 
Cut-Off Due

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Attorney- 

General Robert Bonner said 
Thursday he expects to intro- ' 
duce a law curbing cancellation |? 
of auto insurance policies with- B 
out notice.

Bonner said the law would B 
probably come before the cur- ÉT ‘ 

j rent session of the legislature.

I
I He was answering questions® 
from MLAs who complained pjk 
that insurance firms are unfair ® 

jly cancelling policies, some-ll 
■ times when clients are away on jpg 
holiday.

Alex Matthew (SC.—Yancou fc 
jver Centre) said he withdrew a ®
; private member s amendment 6 

g to the Insurance Act to halt this y 
parctice last year because Bon- ^ 
ner assured him he would take » 
action.

“Since then I haven't heard |
; anything.” Matthew said, 
j Alan Macfarlane (Lib.—Oak 
Bay) added that it was not right;

I
 to let insurance firms have the.. 
power to cancel without notice.® 

• “I expect to have something j 
in the House before we rise,” 
Bonner replied.

A-G SPENDING 
GIVEN OKAY

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The $19 4 

million estimates of the attor- 
n e y - general’s department 
were approved by the legis­
lature Thursday night.

MLAs also whistled through 
the commercial transport de­
partment s votes totalling 
$715.408.

The money is for operation 
of the departments in the 
fiscal year which starts April 
1.
Education department 

spending is scheduled to come 
' up for consideration next.

GOV'T GIVES 

TO LEGAL AID
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — The provin- |ij 
_ cial government has contrib- , - 

uted approximately $50,000 |i:-j 
toward more than 400 cases of (iife 
legal aid in the current budget *

U/ year. Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner said Thursday.

2 Bonner said the Law Society ! 
p administers the present legal I 
H aid system, helped by a I 
1 government grant toward 

criminal cases.
The society itself provided 

I aid for 494 civil cases last [ 
year, he said.

i\
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Forest Industry 
Raps New Controls

Council Claims Available Timber 
Would Be Cut One-Third

< mmm
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ill trees
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Supply
By PAT CARNEY 

Sun Business Columnist
VICTORIA—The annual cut of sawtimber in the 

coastal crown forests can be increased by more than 
■-third with absolute safety at present standards ol 

utilization, the forest industry claimed today.
Instead new cut control’poli-] Policy may nullify the incentives 

Scies initiated by the Forest joffered to encourage operators, 
s Service. will reduce the supply ? to move toward close utilization.

a

!of sawtimber available annually 
‘to established operators by 
about one-third, the industry 
said.

The points were made by the 
W Council of Forest Industries of 

B.C. appearing before the 
standing committee on forestry.

The council supported the 
principles of close utilization 
aimed at increasing recovery of 
wood from each forest acre.

But it argued that government 
| efforts to encourage pulp mill 
expansion should not, and need 

| not, be at the expense of the 
, established wood products in- 
Idustry.

The council said any increase 
in the amount of sawtimber 
available annually should be 
distributed to established opera­
tors before allocations are made 
to new pulp mills.
JOINT STUDY

It suggested that a joint 
industry-Forest Service study 
team be appointed to develop 
the data needed to formulate 
close utilization policies. 

m The study would determine 
the amount of extra wood
generated by moving to close al,ocated to the pulp in 
utilization, the scaling pro- held Forest Service 
cedures required and the stum- 

;'page appraisal methods most 
likely to provide incentive for 
close utilization.

The call for a study team 
backed

It was also concerned over the 
proposal that only operators 
who adopt close utilization may 
share in the increased amount 
of wood available annually.

The incentives offered by the 
Forest Service include: a low 
flat rate stumpage charge for 
smallwood; provision for small- 
wood logging costs in appraising 
timber sales; and increased 
quotas for operators in crown 
forests when the new allowable 
annual cuts have been com­
pleted.

The regulations proposed by 
the Forest Service state that: 
operators applying for increased 
quota must have a contract for 
the sale of smallwood or chips; 
no deductions for defects other 
than decay will be made in 
scaling smallwood; and stump- 
age charges will be pro-rated to 
cover both the sawtimber and 
the smallwood on a sale.

In addition, an increase in an 
operator’s quota will be limited 
to one-third of his present | 
quota. The balance of the 
additional quota made available 
by increased annual cuts will be 
allocated_to the pulp industry or| 

reserve.
The council also opposed the) 

Forest Service proposal to with-1 
draw the present salvage rate 
on ordinary timber sales, except! 
where the operator relogs the 

. claim after prime logging has

up chunks and small trees along 
with the prime logs. It also 
discriminates against operators 
who “prelog”, removing small, 
trees before prime logging to I 
prevent breakage.

“We believe that until close j 
utilization procedures are devel-1 
oped and proven, no change to j 
existing salvage logging provi-; 
sions should be undertaken,” 
the brief said.

The council said that close 
utilization, by itself, is not 
significant factor in narrowing 
the gap between the theoretical 
and the practical volume of 
wood available in the forest.

This gap is estimated to be r 
about 88 per cent. However, the * 
indicated increase in recover­
able wood resulting from mov­
ing from present standards to

\.

close utilization is about five to
i ; eight per cent.

NEW RULES
While close utilization is

optional, the council added, 
there is nothing optional about
the new cut control rules which

j accompany the program.
■ It claimed the cut control; 
j policies will: decrease the tim­
ber supply available to the 
established logging, sawmilling, 
plywood and shingle industry |plywood and
relying on the crown forests; Ej 
impose a serious and unneces­
sary economic burden on them 
and allocate timber which “in ? 
reasonable logic and in equity” 3 
should go to them to pulpmüls 
instead.

The council said it believed! £ 
the policies resulted from an: 
incorrect estimate by the Forest j 
Service of the increased timber 1 
harvest available under closed; 
utilization.

e under closed ;
■

m:

\T TELESIGN?

backed up a similar request : pnme loggm« ”as
Thursday by the Truck Loggers’ °ecn . comPlcted- The salvage 
Association. The TLA suggested!:! [atc is 20 c™ts per 100 cubic

y that the Forest Service’s small- 
Swood policy be deferred unti 
| the work of the committee ha, 
H been completed.

The TLA said the

ïOV'T WILL 
WY CLAIMS

Son Victoria Bureau . 
VICTORIA — The provin- 

I cial government will pay i 
$50 0°° to buy up gold claims 

I at Barkerville, Recreation and \ 
1 Conservation Minister Ken 
I luernan announced Thursday i 

The purchase of placer j

feet.
‘ONE PASS’ SYSTEM 

The withdrawal of the rate!* 
penalizes operators who adopt ù 

system, picking!

| reservations in and adjacent I 
| to the old mining town, now a j 
I major tourist attraction, will I 
| protect the park from damage | j by commercial mining opera- 
1 lions, he said.

Kieman also said Beaumont I 
I Park on Fraser Lake, 801 
I miles west of Prince George, [ 
] will be enlarged by 37 acres I 
I to provide space for a water I 
| reservoir and an improved I

Bonner Not 
Keeping Up 
With News

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Critics of the I 

■government’s proposed fountain! 
loutside the Vancouver court-! 
«house might do well to turn! 
|their fire on The Sun’s telesign! 
gjon the nearby Hotel Vancouver, 

Attorney-General Robert Bonnei
onnerradmitted in the legis-E 

|lature he has been getting! 
1 letters about the fountain.

“How is that fountain coming| 
«along? I understand it is pretty 1 
I schmaltzy,” said Tony Gargravel 
I (NDP-Mackenzie).

Bonner replied that the public | 
I works department has yet to| 
| unveil the actual design.

“I understand the Hotel Van-|
■ couver is quite concerned,’
] Gargrave said.

Replied Bonner: “They might| 
I start by removing that Sun sign! 
I which is quite inappropriate.”
I (The Sun telesign was 
I moved from Hotel Vancouver!
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VICTORIA—Only three present New Democrat 
ridings are affected by this session's legislative re­
distribution — Kaslo-Slocan, Cranbrook and Grand 
Forks-Greenwood.

Each one of these will disappear into much larger ridings.
New Democrats are reasonably certain Leo Nimsick of Cran­
brook and Randolph Harding of Kaslo-Slocan will be able to 

hold their own in the increased 
flood of ballots.

They are worried, however, about 
the chances of Mrs. Lois -Haggen 
of Grand Forks-Greenwood. who’ll 
have to fight the Social Credit min­
ister of agriculture, Hon. Frank 
Richter of Similkameen. one of the 
least spectacular of the cabinet 
ministers, but a cabinet minister 
nonetheless.

Cabinet ministers are supposed to 
get lots done for their constituents, v’ 
whereas an oppositionist is almost 
entirely helpless when it comes to 
getting government plums.

A woman running for the legis- 
NESB1TT lature has a rough enough time

being elcclcd under the most favorable of circumstances: but « 
when she's in opposition, and up against a cabinet minister, 
it’s almost an impossible task. .

No woman MLA in our history ever beat a cabinet min- —
"^Opposition political parties take good care to keep women

huit they tiacf” 
the voters, but they had.

They were heaving a sprat, 
you might say, in the hope of 
catching a mackerel. What 
fatter. more succulent | 
mackerel for them than Mr. 
Richter out next time and 
Mrs. Haggen still in? What 
sweet victory!

L' A sample of the delaying I 
Bb tactics was perfectly typified I 

gby NDP Alex Macdonald of '

I; out of cabinet ministers’ ridings.

Next election, willy-nilly, be-|
| cause of redistribution, Mrs.I 
| Haggen must face Frank |
I Richter, assuming, that 
■' they get their party nomina-1 
I tions, which they will.

The NDP will stand by Mrs.
F Haggen. and if she wants the 8 
i nomination in the new riding | 
l of Boundarv-Similkameen shej 
j can have it, and she does | 
j want it.

The Angus report recom-1 
I mended this new riding be| 
j called Boundary, but the I 
I premier made it Boundary-!
I Similkameen, so that Mr. I 
I Richter wouldn’t lose too g 
( much of his identity.

This is called looking after |
I your own, and this the| 
premier knows how to do, j-j 

J defiantly, stubbornly.
I know, of course, they| 

j weren’t thinking of politics, f 
but a mighty battle raged this g 

| week in the legislature be-jj 
I tween Mrs. Haggen and Mr.| 
Richter. It was as if they|

I were out on the hustings.
Mrs. Haggen has been de-1 

I pressed of late, having con-[ 
vinced herself she won’t bel 

! hack after the next election. I 
Now she has changed her I 
mind. She’ll fight for it, f 
anyway, and in this week’s 
battle she showed surprising \

| punch, for her.
She started quietly enough, I 

j saying the agriculture minis-1 
ter lets the farmers down, but I 
the minister couldn’t see it I 
that way, insisting he’s doing J 

j all he can for the farmers.
This was one of the rare! 

j times I have heard Mrs. I 
Haggen raise her voice and! 
speak off-the-cuff. She got! 
real mad, and in so doing! 
must have quite shocked I 
herself, for she’s not the mad|

1 type._

______WUÊËÊÊHÈtÊL
She actually trembled, and 

doubled up her fist; for a 
moment I feared she might 
cry in her rage at what she 
thought the minister’s injus­
tices to the poor farmers.

I might add the thought that 
she might lose her scat gave 
her no comfort at all, such 
thought only causing her to 
throw another log on her fire 
of indignation.

The good lady’s socialist 
colleagues rallied right around 
her. They fought for her, with 
her, and they gave her 
strength, and she beamed her 
thanks at “the boys,” as she 
calls them.

* * *
It seemed as if they were 

serving notice on Mr. Richter 
that they’re not going to 
sleep, are not going to permit 
him to snow under Mrs. 
Haggen.

Mr. Richter at first was 
more or less silent, so silent 
that a_ Jew of his cabjnet 
ministers rushed to his res­
cue. He doesn’t like fighting 
with ladies, not even lady 
politicians.

The socialists, full of admir­
ation for the new-found fight 
in Mrs. Haggen, goaded the 
minister, scolded him, wal­
lowed in his misery.

They engaged in delaying 
tactics, wanting to put the 
minister right on the political 
hot spot, so that all the 
farmers in the new riding of
Boundary-Similkameen might 
get the impression he’s the 
worst minister of agriculture 
British Columbia ever had, 
that he’s allowing farmers to 
be ruined.

I’m not saying the socialists 
were not sincere about the 
farmers. They gave no broad

BP;u> iNur Aiex .Macdonald 
Bg ; Vancouver East. What it had I 
B do with agriculture no one 

knew, but in the midst of the 
! Haggen-Richter fray, he made 

a speech about the glut of 
Ü bottles in today’s, civilization. || 

Mr. Macdonald said we are “ 
in danger of being crushed ' 
and cut to pieces by 

I avalanche of bottles. They \
!» clutter lawns and beaches and 
I the woods, and back porches, j 
I said he. and cupboards, and in \ 
f sheer desperation some people jj 
I take to throwing bottles out of \
1 cars.

Something should be done j 
I about bottles, said Mr. Mac- j! 
Idonald; drinks from milk to 1 
I beer, and jellies and jams and j 
| things like that should come ;!
| in disposable containers.

His fellow socialists, having j 
|rested during this pleasant j 
I little homily, delivered in 
| whimsical Macdonald style,
N found themselves refreshed, 

i and they got up pgain to ]
. whale the tar out of Mr.
I Richter who, poor fellow, j 

~ ; scratched his head and mildly j 
l'ifâsaid he did not know what he j 
' L „i " could do about the threat of £ 

-™Jgbottles that so worries Mr. j 
Macdonald.

Well, there we saw it: the |
| opening round in the coming !<| 
^electoral battle between Lois |
| Haggen, with her new and jj 

surprising ferocity, and Frank 
^■.i Richter, who didn't quite . 

know what to make of it all.

MLA URGES 6 LASHES 
FOR DRINKING DRIVERS

VICTORIA—Six strokes of the lash were pro- ; 
posed Thursday as a cure for habitual drunks and : 
impaired drivers by North Vancouver Liberal [ 
MLA Gordon Gibson.

“I’d give them six lashes and keep them in jail ; 
for a week.” Gibson said.

“If that didn’t do any good after you'd let è 
them out for a week. I’d put them back and give, 
them six more.”

Gibson also suggested in the legislature i 
tripling provincial taxes on hard liquor, which he ! 
said causes most of the trouble for motorists.

“I’d leave the poor man’s drink—beer—as it j 
is,” he said.

Attorney-General Robert Bonner predicted itlj 
would only lead to massive illicit production of 5 
moonshine.
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e records still don’t showr

LAs Grill A-G 
n Missing Memo

an application was made toi 
destroy the files . . . under 
Section Five of the act there 
must be an application 
■When he challenged «mme^n 
produce such an application, the| 
attorney-general madel 
swer.■ -,------

"ThP b......

ACT HIT

Denturist 
Changes 
Urged

Kf-.'.V/V

Bonner Denies Seeing Note 
From Ex-Purchasing Boss

By FRANK RUTTER 
San Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — MLAs played political ping-pong 
gThursday with the _ mystery, oj. the missing^ memo-i

fiëlnèmo allegedly contained^ “He ‘ may just be name-) 
fan account of a clash between idropping but he claims he had; 
[former government purchasing-you as his guests at Phoenix,”! 
^commission chairman GeorgefDowding went on.
|E. P. Jones and a Calgary man “I was never his guest,'
I who expected consideration for 
I giving $25,000 to a Socred 
^campaign fund.

Opposition leader Robert

Bennett said.
“I’ve never been to Phoenix,” y 

added Gaglardi.
Bonner said his secretary did';:

IStrachan
1 Gordon Dowding of Burnaby 
tasked Attorney-General Robert 
|Bonner to produce the memo, 
|which they said Jones sent to 
y Bonner in 1956.
1 FILES DESTROYED 

Bonner said he had

Democrat [not recall ever seeing the Jones
imemo, nor did he. A search of 
his files also failed to turn it up, (| 
he said.

“I doubt frankly that it| 
exists,” Bonner added.

Dowding then asked if Bonner E!
| knew anything about purchasing jj 

n^er commission files on the com-j 
seen the memo and files panjes with which Wener was1 
concerning the Calgary man’s, involved
companies had been destroyed. ,msdvlMd th>t docume„ts I 

The New Democrats challeng- 0r tde purchasing commission I 
ed Bonner to produce proof of are destroyed on a five-year j 
the destruction of the files. basis," Bonner replied.

Bonner refused to answer.
Dowding maintained the files 

were destroyed illegally and 
: demanded an inquiry with 
^prosecution of the person re­
sponsible.

The exchange continued 
| throughout afternoon and night 
I sittings of the legislature, which 

discussing Bonner’s esti- 
| mates.

The memo was first referred 
I to on Monday when Dave 
|Barrett (NDP-Dewdney) read
I from a transcript of a radio 
| interview given by Jones last 
g summer.

In the interview Jones told of 
la visit from a prospective 
[supplier of government pur­
chases who complained he had 
[not given $25,000 to the cam- 
Ipaign fund to be “pushed 
1 around
|MEMO SENT

When the buyer threatened to 
[go to see Bonner, Jones said he 
[sent a memo to the attomey- 
|general.

Dowding identified the sup­
plier as Louis Wener of Cal­
gary.

He said Wener was associated 
with several companies, includ­
ing Concrete Constructors Ltd., 
Coy-Force Construction Ltd., 
Pre-Cast Concrete Ltd. and 

[Hercules Co. Ltd., which be­
tween 1856 and 1965 did more 
■than $1.2 million worth of 
[business With the B.C. govern-
[ment.
I Dowding said Wener, accord-

A. C. Bennett and 
Minister Phil Gag-

Dowding asked on whose I 
authority the files were destroy-1 
cd.

“I don’t know. That’s the only! 
information I have,” Bonner |! 
said.

Dowding said government!; 
documents could not be de- [ 
stroyed until they were 10 years I 
old and until approval had beto k 
given either by the legislature’s ! 
public accounts committee or h 
the public documents disposait; 
committee composed of civil E
servants.
NO RECORD

Dowding said he had checked | 
with both and there was no | 
record of any purchasing com-1 
mission documents being de- f 
stroyed with their approval.

He said he was also informed I 
that the files in question, which [ 
would contain a copy of the I 
memo, were intact up to the | 
time Jones was suspended from [ 
office by the government in| 
November 1964. 1 

When Strachan raised the| 
question again at a night sitting, I 
Bonner replied that the files | 
were destroyed in 1963 by I 
authority of the public docu- f 
ments disposal committee.

The rules for destruction of| 
government documents are con-[ 
tained in an act of the legisla-1 
ture.

Strachan and Dowding both| 
pointed out the act was specific | 
in ruling documents must be 101 

.««c t> I years old before being destroy-!
L A «*• and “>e missing memo was|

only seven years old m 1963.
"This is a ping-pong game of|

Sun Victoria Bureau 
I VICTORIA — Removal of 
artificial and unjustified bar­
riers that prevent direct deal­
ings between the public and 
dental mechanics was urged 
Thursday on a legislative com­
mittee.

"These inhibitions are design­
ed not for the public benefit but 
for professional protection” the 
Dental Mechanics and Public 
Denturists Society of B.C. 
charged before the committee 
reviewing operation of the Den­
tal Technicians’ Act.

The group said a requirement | 
that people obtain a certificate 
of oral health from a dentist 
before going to a dental me­
chanic should be eliminated.

"It is our belief that the 
certificate was included in the 
present act as a direct result of 
representations on the part of 
the College of Dental Surgeons 
to frustrate public denturists in 
their services to the public,” 
said the society’s brief.

It also sought a change to 
allow mechanics to fit and 
construct partial dentures, 
rather than just full upper and 
lower plates, asked that they be 
allowed to perform denture 
services for social assistance 
cases, and the right to advertise 
their services.

The group also wants to 
change its official name from 
dental mechanics to public 
denturists.

With a continuing serious 
shortage of qualified dentists in 
B.C., the committee should 
ensure that an authorized group 
of skilled persons be encouraged 
to perform intermediate dental 
tasks, the brief stated.

These’ should include taking 
impressions, construction and 
fitting dentures.

“Our major proposition is that 
anything that prevents the: 
public denturists from dealing) 
directly and effectively with the 
public which that group has 
served for many years, is 
artificial and contrary to the 
intent of the original legisla­
tion” said the brief.
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NONG Securities 
Case Raised Again

No Ground for Charges Prior 
To Smith Quitting—Bonner

Sun Victoria Bureau

I VICTORIA—Attorney-General Robert Bonner told,
the legislature Thursday he was deeply disturbed bySH 
the private transactions of former B.C. superintendent 
of brokers J. Stewart Smith.

I
 But there was no basis lor 1 without being registered in the 
charging Smith with a criminal 1 province, 
offence, Bonner said. j Macdonald raised the subject

Bonner made the statement Pn noting that federal hearings r,

I
 after Alex Macdonald (NDP- jinto NONG transactions arc to 
Vancouver-East) accused him ofj;°Pen i*1 Vancouver shortly.

I allowing a criminal offence to 
I take place without doing any- 
| thing about it.

I
 Smith resigned his post in 
June, 1962, at the height of a 
police probe into his personal 
I securities holdings.

Smith left B.C. to reside in 
; New Zealand.
BOUGHT SHARES

m It was learned that Smith had 
1 bought shares in Northern On- 
litario Natural Gas for $2.50 each 
I at a time when they were worth 
c l about $12. The shares later rose 
Ito about $38. *

. Macdonald said he has proof 
| Smith granted a special favor to

I
 International African-American 
Corporation by permitting the I no _ 
company to sell shares in B.C. [time/]

NOT WARRANTED
He said that Smith should . f 

have been charged under Sec- " L 
jtion 102 of the Criminal Code, ^
J which deals with acceptance of 
benefits by public officials.

Bonner replied that prosecu­
tion was not warranted prior to 
(the time that Smith left the 
department.

I “When this matter came to 
lour attention we were deeply 
disturbed that he would be 

i involved in these private trans­
lations and this came to a 
| parting of the ways for which I 

I was personally grateful,” he 
said.,

But he added: “There werer 
grounds for a charge at the

■ w ®

Time to Act 
On Oakalla, 
Bonner Told

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Attorney-Gen-1 

eral Robert Bonner was warned 
Thursday that time is running i 
out on his 1959 promise toi 
replace Oakalla jail within 10

Bonner has already defaulted i 
on a pledge to 'pull out of j 
Colquitz jail near Victoria with­
in six months, Dave Barrett, 
(NDP - Dewdney) told the | 
legislature.

The Colquitz promise was 
made in 1964, Barrett said.

“Now I see they’ve just 
finished building a new gate and

Barret renewed perennial

I
 charges that the government, * 
through inaction, is running a 
school for crime at Oakalla, 
where young first offenders 
learn unpleasant tricks from 
hardened inmates.

“I'm fed up with excuses,”8 
Barrett said. “The matter rests £ 
on your conscience.”

Bonner replied that the gov- j 
ernment is taking steps to| 
decentralize B.C.'s prison sys-| 
tern.

It has spent $6.3 million ini 
| capital costs for new facilities, f 
| which have stemmed the growth i 
of the Oakalla jail population, | 
he said.

Bonner said he had hoped to I 
be able to vacate Colquitz, as 
turn-of-the-century former men-f 
tal hospital, but had run into| 
difficulties in obtaining the sites 
for a replacement unit on thel 
Island.

'

... i

BEAMED FROM U.S.

Beer Ads
Rap

-

By IAN Mac ALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau

; VICTORIA — Liquor Control 
■ Board regulations are being 
I circumvented in the bombard­

ment of B.C by beer commer- ; 
cials carried on U.S. television r -, % 
channels. Liberal leader Ray [fl 
Perrault said Thursday.

Eighty per cent of the prov §| 
ince’s people are exposed to the 
advertising campaigns, he told ;

. the legislature.
To argue that beer ads on, j

• U.S. TV arc intended to encour- ; l
age Americans to drink Cana 
dian beer is an insult to public 
intelligence, he said.

The intensive commercial 
campaign is a deliberate flout­
ing of B.C, regulations, he said. %
“A mockery is being made of 4 
all the rules and regulations. £ 
established by the board."
LAWS ATTACKED

• Perrault’s criticism came dur- |
I ing an attack in the legislature [

on B.C. laws that permit beer I 
and liquor advertising in news- \ 
papers and magazines but not t 
on radio and television.

The Liberal leader said the > 
law should be changed to allow | 

brand advertising” on B.C. 
stations.

Perrault noted that severely 
controlled liquor advertising on 
radio and television is now jtig -, 
permitted in Montreal and 
Toronto.

Stations in those cities can 
^ show “label identification,” he

The Liberal leader said also 
that because alcohol is largely „ 
responsible for traffic accident! 
the government should lfiunch a 
major advertising campaign 
urging moderation in the use of
alcohol. I___

And he said Attorney-General .
Robert Bonner and the Liquor 
Control Board should influence 
breweries and distilleries to [•! 
advertise moderation.
STRACHAN COMMENTS

■■ : - Opposition leader Robert | 
Strachan agreed with Perrault 5 
that liquor is a major cause of ; 
accidents.

But he disagreed with the jj 
Liberal leader's proposal to * 
have breweries advocate mod­
eration.

“No advertising of liquor of I 
any kind should be allowed, I 
whether it advertises modéra-1 
tion or anything else,” said | 
Strachan.

Bonner, replying later to the 3 
Ml,As, said he is aware that! 
certain anomalies exist in the j 
liquor advertising laws.

Bonner said he intends tog 
watch American TV to see what g
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Hoffmeister 
Calls Bluff 
On Charges

Bonner Blamed 
For Bingo Law

Sun Staff Reporter
Operators whoSun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — A Socred MLA 1 
Thursday refused to accept j? 
Attorney-General Robert Bon- w 
ner's claim that the bingo law is ) 
a federal matter.

Bonner said during discussion 
iof his department's estimates** 
that the law governing bingo is 
'‘a vexing section of the Crimi- § 
nal Code."

But he said he understands - 
the federal government is con j 
sidcring amending the section. £ 

(SC—Vancouver 5

VICTORIA

B. M. Hoffmeister, president 
of the Council of Forest Indus­
tries of B.C., said he is not 

; aware of a single shred of
. . 1 1-2------ * n
the forest industry, 

fixing were
mauv. — __ committee
earlier this year by Sguamish 
operator Patrick Brennan.

Hoffmeister, former head of 
I MacMillan, Bloedel & Powell 
River Ltd., said, "if in fact 
people think there is price 
fixing, my advice is to contact

said he is not I 
awaiC ~ single shred off
evidence to support claims of a 
cartel in tL~ L. 1 
Charges of price 
made before thi

Bert Price 
Burrard) called the law unfair. ^ 

He said the Canadian Legion 
branch in his riding operated - 

| bingo games for the amusement 
I of citizens for 25 years and then 
was closed by the police.

"They were not running a 
gambling establishment, they 

entertainment,".selling
Price said.

He said games of that kind 
should be treated on a different 
basis.

"I think the chief law en­
forcement officer (Bonner) 
must take upon himself the 
responsibility of deciding what 
is a public benefit and what is a 
game of chance, and I’d suggest 
he do something about it," said

When Bonner jokingly refer­
red to the Legion branch, Mount 
Pleasant No. 177. as "a little 
Las Vegas." Price got even 
more huffy.

I "Be serious," he asked.
Bonner replied that his de-1 

partment had tried to indicate 
to the Legion that it would bel 
allowed to promote "occa-' 
sional” bingo games.

But the Legion was operating^; 
games "occasionally every ^ 
afternoon, and evening except»» 
Sunday."

Asked to define occasional 
games, Bonner replied: Ba 
"Twenty-five times a year."
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Seiners Seek Rules
tneZ'to titie ieglslali trailers and gillnetters which 

have longer seasons and can 
fish wider areas, he said.

Buble said more than half the 
sports catch consists of grilse, 
which if protected would grow 
into mature salmon for com­
mercial harvesting.

He also said the federal 
government, snarled by policy 
decisions having to be made 
thousands of miles away in 
Ottawa, is failing to exercise

la Bureau ture's
fisheries committee, Buble also 
asked for a permanent fisheries 
arbitration board.

He said there must be ma­
chinery to prevent strikes from 
tying up the industry at the 
height of the annual salmon 
season.

"The fish can’t wait,” he said.
Buble said present restrictions 

are so rigid seiners can fish 
only 32 days of the year and are 
forced to take only less valuable

VICTORIA — B.C. salmon 
seiners Friday appealed to the 
provincial government to halt a 
major waste of fish for which 
they blame strikes, sportsmen 
and rival commercial fisher­
men.

Frank Buble, president of the 
salmon section of the B.C. 
Vessel Owners* Association, said
the provincial government 

set up its own depart- 
I fisheries to regulate all

;r fisheries manaj

«Si
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[the cabinet." said Harding
Harding .«aid the Kootenavs 

[have a comparable population 
I to the north.
i "There is absolutely no stand- 
i3rd the provincial secretary or 
the government can set up 

I anywhere to tell us the eastern i 
Ipart of B.C. is less important 
I than the north or any other 
Ipart. We’re demanding equal 
treatment." he said, 

j Harding’s riding. Columbia 
I and Revelstoke, were to be 
lumped together to form the 

ihuge riding of Columbia River, j 
I Liberal leader Ray Perrault 
! said the government has sacri­
ficed the Angus commission on 
the altar of political expediency.

"This is cowardly and totally 
unworthy of the government if j 
you want to preserve the 
democratic process." he said. 
FIVE EXTRA SEATS

Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdney ) ' 
accused the government of 
adopting a pseudo-sanctimonious 
attitude about redistribution.

"If you believed in an impar­
tial inquiry, you wouldn’t have 
changed one single boundary,"

Dr. Pat McGeer (Lib.—Point 
Grey) said the bill ensured the 
Socreds of winning five extra 
seats in the legislature—three in 
Vancouver by doubling up single 

I ridings and two in the north.
“It’s a despicable game of 

I politics." he said.
“I understand why they: 

! changed Vancouver’s bound­
aries.’ said Gordon Dowding 
[(NDP-Burnaby). "They were 
not prepared to lose three 
ridings which they undoubtedly 
would have done if the Angus, 
report had been followed." J

Bennett Gives In 
Adds 55th Seat

Government Splits Kootenay 
Riding After Sharp Debate

By IAN MseALPINE and FRANK RITTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Premier W. A. C. Bennett capitulated 
to Social Credit rebels and a persistent opposition by 
agreeing Friday to change the government s redistri-

Columbia River riding, which 
lumps together three existing 
constituencies, will be cut in 
half to create another seat in 
;the legislature

The amendment will bring the 
[total of seats to 55. three more 
[than at present.

drafted by the Angus Royal 
, Commission.

XDP Opposition leader Robert 
Strachan demanded an explana­
tion from Black of why the 
government had upset the bal­
ance of representation recom- 

Bennett's action is certain to mended in the report by adding 
head off any further opposition two northern seats

"Government policy was 
clearly enunciated in previous 
debate." Black said 

“The minister gave us no 
explanation of anything at any 
time." Strachan protested.

Black is responsible for the

to the plan by his Kootenay 
backbenchers. Jim Chabot of 
Columbia, and Arvid Lundell of 
Revelstoke.
LOUD APPLAUSE 

i The House thundered with 
: applause when the premier

the the explanation, he added.
Black replied he was in a 

III.A peculiar situation. As minister 
for responsible for the Constitution 

he said, he was a hero

He credited Liberal 
[Harry McKay, of Femie.
! giving him the advice that led Act. 
ito the sudden decision.

"We live in a democracy, we ,h* 
hive in a legislature representing v he 
all the people and all the parts NO 
of British Columbia." the 
premier said, rising midway prc,
[through the debate. said
i "It is the duty of the iresj 
[government to lead and the ! no comment, 
duty of the government to But. he s, 
[listen. We have heard some happy with tl 
-good advice today, especially strachan !

Trip Costs
$11,516

lince $11.516,. it was disclosed 
\ Wednesday.

The cost of the trip for 13 
1 businessmen. Trade Minister 
(Ralph Loffmark. an economist 
?and an official in the depart- 
! ment was given in answer to a 
■question by Liberal leader Rayj 
| Perrault.

Perrault's question seeking in­
formation about overseas trade 
missions last year did not pro­
duce any details about cost of 
the cabinet trip to Japan last! 
spring.

That jaunt was described as a j 
goodwill mission rather than a I

In an apparent effort to win 
[Over rebel Don Robinson (SC 
[Lillooet) Black changed the 
kame of the new Yale riding to 
Yalo-LillooeL

But Robinson, speaking later neck and boot

V-:

.
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ticker Law.Would Create
BooteggerAuto Repair
iiTiBertle?[observé such a law. They are| 

not connected with the accident 
or the driver or victim involved,! 
he said.

“This is going to lead to 
bootlegging in auto repairs," 
Price told the legislature.

"There is nothing worse than 
business that will

By FRANK RUTTER Gordon Dowding (NDP- 
Burnaby) suggested stiffening 
the penalty for impaired driving 
to a year's licence suspension.!

of present fines and!

Sun Victoria Bureau
. VICTORIA - A Socred Fri 
day accused the Rdvernment o( 
creating a new type of criminal 
in b.C. — the auto repair 
bootlegger.

Bert Price of Vancouver 
Burrard asked Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner to reconsider a 
new law requiring police

instead 
often brief suspensions.

He said the roadside suspen- 
move towards thesion was 

police state as it is known in 
eastern Europe.

Alan Macfarlane "(L.—Oak 
Bay) disagreed.

He said he did not regard the 
roadside suspension law as a 
violation of civil liberties.

However, the government 
might do well to regard it as an 
experiment in justice, he said. 
If it did not work after a year, 
he suggested, the government 
should review its legislation.

“We have come to the point 
where we do have to take 

; drastic steps,” Macfarlane said. ]

creating a
operate outside the law.”

His request came during 
1 debate on second reading of a 
i number of changes in the act. 

[stickers on damaged cars taken! The debate was adjourned by 
' _ ..... . Liberal leader Ray Perrault
0 Kar ® . before Bonner had a chance tn

I The new law. an amendment:, . 
to the Motor Vehicle Act, would! *• .
make it an offence to repair at But other opposition MLAs 
vehicle without a sticker i„; criticized other proposed 
cases where damage exceeded amendments.

[the onus on j;arage convict impaired drivers,

.been accepted by the Forest 
J Service because industry re-1 

jeovery includes trees not; 
^presently on the sawtimber 

^•inventory and because allow- 
,fable cuts were calculated on 
‘Ipreliminarv data.

I
Hoffmeister also noted the 
fact that the Forest Service 
understates the data produced; 
by the inventory division ini 
setting allowable cuts. In the 

Dean forest, he said, the] 
i allowable cut is set at 50 per 
cent of the inventory calcula-1 
tion, while the allowable cuts! 

i?in the Redonda and Yalej 
^forests understate the inven­
tory by 30 and 43 per cent] 
respectively.

In suggesting that increased 
sawtimber be made available j 
to the established operators, 
Hoffmester said he was talk­
ing about present inventory 
data and current industry 
standards, not the ultimate ( 
yield.

“The inventory is available j 
to the Forest Service,” hel 
said. “They do not have tog 
deal with hazardous guesses j 
about the future. They can I 
rely on facts as these exist!

; i sawtimber should go to estab-i 
lished operators in the crown 

^forests.
Hoffmeister told the com- 

i mittee that a major part of

Sun Business Columnist 
3 VICTORIA — Two top 
Iforestry executives Friday
I supported a proposal to ex- . ■ _____ ____ __ M
pedite exports of low grader ally is supporting the principle the increase will have nothing 
3pulp logs to ease the current of close utilization of wood in -to do 
[glut on the log market.
I B. M. Hoffmeister, presi­
dent of the Council of Forest 
llndustries of B.C., told the 
|standing committee op 
sforestry: “If there are logs in 
Èthe water that can’t be used.
Sin our mills, then by all!
|means export.”
8 Asked to comment, Mac-; 
aMillan, Bloedel & Powell 
I River Ltd.’s chief forester 
■Angus MacBean said: “Fair 
I enough.”
lie YEARS NEEDED
| Council vice-president Ian 
iMahood estimated it would be 
Stive to 10 years before all the 
[wood in the coastal forests.

I
— — with utilization, but 
involves improved inventory, 
iis uyyuauiB me mcmuua piv-|and modernized technical' 
posed by the ForestService toj data.

achieve higher recovery otf “The established operator is 
wood from each forest acre. to be denied any share of this 

The industry is arguing that increase whatsoever, unless 
Forest Service estimates of he volunteers to harvest to

standards,”close utilization 
he said.

He said that past Forest 
Service principles have im­
plied an understanding that 
increases in the approved 
annual cut would be shared 
among established quota 
holders and new operators as 
fast as technical data war­
ranted it.
CUT SURPASSED

He cited the fact that the 
actual cut in the crown 
forests in the Vancouver 
Forest District has been per­
mitted to exceed the approved 
allowable cut by 15 to 23 per 
cent in recent years.

[including small wood and 
idrift wood, is requered by the

He denied a suggestion by 
Gordon Gibson (Lib. North 

! Vancouver) that the pulp glut
^ad been caused

This rate of overcut has today.

mm

ForestrÿTxecutives lJrge
Slow Grade Log 1:xportfj



TRIAL PERIOD>ursaries Boosted 
At Universities

Education Minister Announces 
Extra Aid for B.C. Students

By IAN MacALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — More financial help for university 
Wstudents was announced in the legislature Monday by 

.-Education Minister Leslie Peterson.
He said the value of bursaries 

will be boosted by $50,000 and 
the one-third tuition fee grant 
will be extended to another 1,000 
students.

Peterson disclosed the extra 
aid during consideration of his 
departmental estimates and 
after Alex Macdonald (NDP—

M
Vancouver East) said the chil­
dren from average families are 
having a tough time paying for 
higher education.

Peterson said later, outside 
the house, that the increase in 

3bursaries will raise the total 
amount in the next fiscal year 
to $290,000.
niiTm.- town ! Macdonald, a lawyer, saidOUT Ol- TOWN that it is becoming harder for

He said he hopes the increase children from working families 
will be of particular help to out- t0 gel degrees because of high 
of-town students who have to j tuition fees, 
pay accommodation costs.

The provincial government 
now pays half the university 
tuition fees for students who 
graduate from high school with 
first-class standings. The aid 
was given to 1,041 students last

It also pays a third of tuition

H i
■ ■, -/I 

■ .

costs for the top 2,500 students 
who get second-class standings.

Peterson said this will be 
extended to cover the top 3.500 j 
students who achieve second- 
class marks.

But not all second-class stand­
ing students will benefit, how­
ever.
CLAIM REJECTED

The minister rejected Mac­
donald’s claim that the prov­
ince’s universities are becom­
ing. to a greater extent, sanc­
tuaries for children of privileged | 

1 families.

Ï

5

Boarding 
Grants Up

Sun Victoria Bureau

“The only people who can 
graduate in law are kids of well- 
to-do families, and we’re not 
drawing on the best talent," he

University fees should be 
abolished, he said, if there are 
to be equal educational oppor­
tunities for all.

“We subscribe to the principle 
of equal educational opportuni­
ties and the extension of that 
principle to higher education, 
and I don’t think anyone here 
would want to see a university 

j education denied for lack of
VICTORIA — A $10-a-month j funds,” Peterson said.

it in government grants for 
lublic school students who have 

board away from home was 
announced Monday by Educa­
tion Minister Leslie Peterson.

Anybody can afford to 
through university in B.C., 
said. If he really wants to.

There are scholarships, bur-1 
aries and loans available tog

Peterson told the legislature ! students who can’t afford higher| 
oarding grants will be increas-1 education on their own.

ed to $40 a month this year.
Peterson was answering com­

plaints by John Squire (NDP— 
Alberni) that the government 
does not provide enough for the 
keep of students who are forced

In the current fiscal year, he[ 
said, 6,751 students have gov-1 
emment loans totalling more y 
than $4 million.

Peterson said his records | 
refute Macdonald’s claim that!

to pay board because they live I most law graduates are from , 
too far from school for daily j wealthy families. But he did not | 
transportation. ___________ I give details. ■^■ ■nnn

Indian Help Urged
VICTORIA — The standard of! needed.VICTORIA — The standard of |

I
 living for B.C. Indians 
disgrace, Socred MLA Cyril 
Shelford said Monday.

One area where the provincial

I
 govern ment could help, the 
member for Omineca told the 
legislature, is in education. 
Shelford proposed a northern

I
 industrial school to be establish­
ed by co-operation between the 
provincial and federal govern­
ments and industry.
He said the school could teach 
| Indians bow to be pulp-mill

“If given the chance, these I 
people can be equal or better | 
than anyone in the province,” r 
Shelford said.

Shelford said during the Sec-1 
end World War he had three 3 
Fort St. James Indians on his I 
Bofors gun team in Italy. They 6 
had only Grade 2 education, yets 
were the equal of any man.

One of the three who had 
training course after the war i 
now a top man on / 
equipment at the Peace River |

'Eliminate 
Report 
Cards'
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Elimination of 1 
public school report cards on an 
experimental basis was advo­
cated in the legislature Monday ! 
by Dewdney New Democrat ' 
Dave Barrett.

“I wonder about report I 
cards,” Barrett said. “I wonder 
if they’re really valid.”

Barrett suggested a trial j
t program where report cards) 
would be eliminated for a group i 
of students.

He said it was worth trying as 
: long as the students involved | 
were not penalized if they 
moved to another area.

Barrett suggested this sort of 
project should be part of an 
increased research program in 
the education department.

“Let’s be daring,” he said.
Barrett said Education Minis­

ter Leslie Peterson’s budget 
estimates showed only $135,000 
allocated for research by three 
officers.

“When we’re spending $166 | 
million on education, we should jy 
have at least 25 officers. We 
should be constantly evaluating 
our education system.”

Barrett also complained 
“hundreds” of young Canadians 
are attending Western Washing­
ton College at Bellingham be­
cause the fees are cheaper than 
B.C. university rates.

“I’d like to find out why they 
are going and if they’re staying 
there.” he said. “We are losing 
the cream of the crop.”

. w

S;sv.

tNOTRE DAME 

'RECOGNIZED'
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Sympathetic 
consideration will be given to | 
Notre Dame private univer- i 
sity graduates seeking ad­
vanced teaching certificates, ]

| Education Minister Leslie f 
j Peterson promised Monday.

He was answering Lois K3 
I Haggen (NDP-Grand Forks) 

who told the legislature there 
! appears to be discrimination 1 

recognition of graduates |
J from other universities.

Peterson said Notre Dame B 
| graduates from a three-year I 

course arc currently recog- ’ 
nized for an “Elementary A”

I certificate.
He said he was not aware of I 

other Notre Dame| 
teacher applications

werj >ject.
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oney Needed, J 
Peterson Agrees

Sun Victoria Bureau i He said more aid to univers!i 
„ VICTORIA - Education Min- ‘«s would enable them to offer, 
lister Leslie Peterson said Mon-1 higher salaries to pro essors 
|day the government will give and instal up in date facilities, 
■consideration to boosting capital Together, these measures; 
I grants to B.C. universities — would encourage more out,stand-; 
1 but he made no promises. ing people to come to the'
I “More money is going to be province.
[required for expenditures of the, “We've got an important job 
[universities," Peterson told the:jn bringing outstanding men to; 
I legislature. B.C.,” said McGeer.
S “We’U have to give continuing To illustrate his point. Me- 
I consideration to the capital Geer said that a Nobel prize- 
! needs.” winning scientist recently had a

Peterson noted that the : choice of coming to University 
|Bladen Commission earlier rec- 0f r c. or going to a Chicago 

? ommended increased federal aid university.
Kto higher education, including a 

J|$5 per capita grant for capital CHOSE CHICAGO
8costs. He chose the Chicago posting.

- A national conference to dis- ..Had we been able to offer 
cuss the report of the commis- him the facilities, had we 
sion will be held next month, he started our building program [ 
added. isix months earlier, he would

;•< "We’re hopeful action will be havc come l0 r.C.,” McGeer 
taken this year,” Peterson said

ï Peterson made the statement .Th®. sa^ j. ÎJt*|
I after Dr. Pat McGeer (L- «Snificant formula - graduate

^Vancouver-Point Grey, said the

p McGeer claimed that the per Politicians have failed to 
£ capita investment in higher grasp the meaning of this 
t education in B.C. lags woefully equation but it has been grasped 
behind other areas of the *c™st? th<L line a.nd recognized 

by the Economic Council of 
. Canada, . . . and it hasn’t been

Rural Socred 
Urges Help 
For Students

translated into political action,'

àipi
B continent.

The figure here is $10.60 per,
- person, compared to $24.30 in jransiau 

; Hawaii, $24 in Alaska. $22.40 in ne sal° , , ^
~ ; Arizona, and $11.60 in Alabama, McGeer said that in Califor- 

; be said. nia, where the formula is
n t ! recognized, universities are

| ‘FAR BEHIND’ | attracting top educators and
“We are far, far behind these scientists, 

j areas that are competing with, As a result industry is setting 
usJ?r tha Iulure ." 5aid McGeer up there and most of the big

Istudent grant to universities last dc,e"c= contracta are be,ng 
j iyear was $777, while in neigh- j awarded to California com- 

boring Alberta the grant this‘Panies-
1 year will be $1,600. "In Califronia they realize

B.C. ranks fifth among the j that for every dollar put into 
J Canadian provinces in per-stu-j research, it gains back several 
|j dent grants, JdoHars m. industry,” he said.

Class Size Rapped

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Socred Cyril 

Shelford Monday called on the 
government to do something to 
give rural children a better ^ 
chance of getting a university 
education.

gg B.C.’s rural youngsters havejj 
m to battle two major problems, || 

the Omineca MLA told the j: 
legislature: low standards and 
-travel expenses.

The rancher-MLA said he 
checked a recent University of 
B.C. list of graduates and found 
only two came from his home 
riding.

™ He also quoted a university 
È study which found only three in 

1,000 rural B.C. children get to 
i university, compared to a na­

tional average of 20 per thou­
sand.

The survey, conducted by the 
University of Victoria Alma 
Mater Society, also showed 76 

* per cent of UBC students come 
from the Lower Mainland and 
68 per cent of Victoria’s stu­
dents come from this city.

The same survey showed a 
hometown student paid $800 a 
year while an out-of-towner had 
to pay $1,500, Shelford said.

"If this is true then it’s an 
extremely bad situation,” Shel-1 
ford said.

B™ "If it’s only half as bad as 
this, it’s still bad.”

Shelford also said rural secon­
dary school graduates are lost 
when they get to the big cities 
to attend university. Many who 
have taken Grade 13 or junior 
college courses at home find 
they are far behind the city 
students who have started uni­
versity earlier, he said.

Shelford asked Education Min­
ister Leslie Peterson to make a 
study of his information and 
report to the next session of the 
legislature.
WÊÊÊÊÊKÊÊÊÊÊÊ

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — B.C.’s primary 

^.and elementary school children 
w*re being neglected, Lois Hag- 
jjgen, the opposition’s education 
| critic, charged Monday.
1 "I’m not criticizing elemen 
[tary teachers,” the Grand 
[Forks New Democrat told the 
g legislature.

“But I feel the classes are 
I much too large.”
| Mrs. Haggen said teachers of 
ithe lower grades are not paid 
» enough and do not have suffi- 
I cient professional status.
| “Our lower grades are being 
I negleeted,” she said, 
j Mrs. Haggen said she was 
■ also concerned about the short- 
gage of

"We’ve been living off the I 
training programs and facilities 1 
of other countries for too many I 
years,” she added.

The government, she said, is I 
not paying enough attention tog 
teacher recruitment within B.C.f 

Education Minister Leslie I 
Peterson, answering Mrs. Hag-1 
gen during debate on his l 
estimates, said he thinks B.C. is [ 
devoting "major attention” to I 
elementary and primary educa-1 
tion, but all levels deserve f 
consideration.

He agreed that the pupil-1 
teacher ratio is too high, and! 
said some steps have been I 
taken to correct the situation, I 
though he did not promise 1 
further action.

School Boundary 
J Change Debated

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Education Min 

jister Leslie Peterson said Mon 
iday his department is consider 
Wing a change in school districl 
g boundaries sought by Skeena 
B Socred Dudley Little.
I Little complained that a new 
I $150 million pulp mill project is 
H mealed at Port Edward, in 
| Prince Rupert school district, 
I but 65 per cent of its workers 
I live and send their children to
■ school in Terrace.
I The tax revenue from the mill
■ goes to Prince Rupert, he said,
■ but Terrace district has to pay 
[the school costs.
8 Peterson said discussions 
|have already been held with the
■ school districts involved and 
| change is being considered.
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Pitted Door Knob 
Pollution Exhibit

VICTORIA —• Paintless pieces 
of boards and gutters and 
pitted bronze door knob were': 
lugged into Resources Minister 
Ray Williston’s office Monday to 
dramatize the Alberni Valley’s 
air pollution problem.

A nine-member delegation 
from the Valley’s Citizens’ 
Committee on Pollution also 
brought in a 6,841-name petition 
demanding government action.

The group spent an hour with 
Williston, Municipal Affairs 
Minister Dan Campbell and 
Industry Minister Ralph Loff-:

| mark, members of a cabinet" 
i committee set up to probe

would ask Dr. Murray to 
r jlconsult the citizens’ committee î| 

next time he is in the area. Dr. 
Murray has filed a preliminary- 
report to Loffmark and Willis­
ton but it is being kept 
confidential until it has been 
shown to the cabinet, 

j The committee’s brief saidlj 
'“personal property including! 

i homes, automobiles, boats, floor! 
covering, household linen, paint-f: 
work on houses and business 1 
premises, chrome, brass and k 
metal hardware, equipment, | 
gutters, drain tile and clothing 

! have all been subject to gross 
I deterioration in the heavy ‘fall- 
1 out’ areas of this community. 

“Many people in the Alberni
pollution. I Valley are aware of these facts, jjjg

They said they are tired of| and no longer are they prepared ; 
the constant string of “18th| to accept the excuses which 
century excuses that flow from' have been trotted out with 
various administrative officials I monotonous repetition that! 
and industrial organizations" ; : ‘everything is being done locally 
that always side-step the prob-. I to correct the problem of 
lem. ' v | pollution, by the industrial |

1,3organizations concerned’,’’ the Vf- 
11 brief stated.

Industry elsewhere on the 
continent, including Pittsburgh," 
has largely overcome pollution! 
so why not the big Macmillan, 
Bloedel and Powell River Com­
pany complex at Alberni, the 
delegation asked.

The group asked for legisla­
tion to give municipalities 
power to enact and enforce air 
and water pollution control 
measures, to prevent pollution 
by industry on Crown lands, and 
creation of an independent 
research council to intensify 
research into new methods of 
curbing pollution.
BLACK PLAGUE

Their chief concern is a fly 
ash problem in the twin cities of 
Alberni and Port Alberni which 
residents call the Black Plague.

Colin Wilson, chairman of the 
citizen’s committee, described 
an investigation of the problem 
last week by Dr. Frank Murray, 
chief chemist for the B.C. 
Research Council, as a white­
wash job.

He complained Dr. Murray, 
who made his investigation at 
the request of the cabinet 
committee, had not even called 
on the citizens’ organization 
while he was in Port Alberni.

Dr. Murray said after his visit 
the fly-ash problem had been 
alleviated and he felt the 
MacMillan, Bloedel firm was 
doing everything that could be 
[reasonably expected to combat 
pollution generally.

Loffmark told the delegation

elPITTED KNOB
The delegates produced the 

■ pitted door knob, the result of 
fumes in the air, and a letter 

; from the manufacturer saying 
; ; that the company could not 
!j guarantee its hardware against 

“unusual conditions” found in 
| the Alberni area

They also produced a two-by-l 
four taken from a porch and 
told the ministers that it was 

; given two coats of paint last 
Ij September.

There was hardly any painl 
$left on the board.

Williston told the group that 
! legislation will be drafted to| 

cope with the pollution problem 
generally in B.C.

~ But he said the legislation will 
' not be brought in this year 
; because the government is still 

fact-finding.
Williston took exception to the 

group's statement that B.C.Î& ! 
should grab on to a new pulp r \ j

GOVT AID

SFU Getting
Lion's Share

. Sun Victoria Bureau
J VICTORIA — Simon Fraser 

jjjjl**;University is getting an unfair 
K*share of provincial government///

* aid. Oak Bay Liberal MLA Alan 
. Macfarlane charged Monday.

Macfarlane said the Univer- SB 
! sity of Victoria is getting 
jr. considerably less proportionally*
I and as a result faces a $•> 5 i ] 

million shortage in building 
^ funds by 1970.

The government's aid to - 
'< 'Simon Fraser. Macfarlane told : jj 
f • the legislature, will work out to .£9| 

$2,571 per student by 1970. The.^ ' 
a projected comparison for the™ 
^Victoria University is $1,551 per‘%
■ student, he said.

Victoria's building require-1|
1 ments by 1970 will total $16.2 M 

''million. ________ » ..

A-Blast Road 
Plan Favored 
By Loffmark

I

| Corporation.
He said he is aware of the 

| waste treatment plan but said 
| that much more advanced tech- 
| niques have already been in- 
Istalled by three B.C. pulp 
fmills.

Williston said that oxidation 
| lagoons and draining pits at two 
! Prince George mills and a new 
■ Kamloops mill are “the most] 
ladv,

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - Trade and 

Industry Minister Ralph Loff­
mark said Monday a proposal to! , 
use a peaceful atom bomb to 
blast a new road on Vancouver 
Island deserves consideration.

Loffmark was commenting onj " 
a suggestion in a letter from ; : 
Courtenay realty man D. W. 
Wenseley to the legislature’s 
special committee on a Strath- 
con a Park mining townsite.

Earlier the committee was 
told a Western Mines townsite 
could be located at Comox 
Lake, 16 miles east of the park, 
and its mine, if a new road link 
were builtJ B . «CIC uuuuand paper mil! rofrpoUuUonKj-»* « But ,he road wmlld have ,0 

measure used m the United circumvent a 4.000.foot barrier
States by the Kimberly-Clark yrofk

^COUNSELLORS' 
TRAINING PLAI

VICTORIA — Education j 
Minister Leslie Peterson an- » 
nounced Monday his depart- s 
ment is considering expanding 

I training programs for school j 
counsellors.

Peterson was answering a l
plea by Lois Haggen (NDP_I
Grand Forks) for additional [ 
counselling services in B.C. I 
schools. However, he said he 
did not agree with Mrs. 
Haggen that counselling 
should be a full-time job.
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MLAs TOLD 'PUBLIC DISTURBED[

Scandal-mongering 
MPs Flayed

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA - B.C. politicians “
I Monday denounced scandal- 
I mongering Ottawa colleagues 
I for degrading the honor qf their 
| profession.

Indignation at the current 
j sordid state of federal politics 
1 was expressed in the legislature 
jby Liberal Leader Ray Perrault 

and Education Minister Leslie 
I Peterson.

The trouble is, Perrault said, 
lall politicians—both federal and 
I provincial—have become tainted 
p and victims of general public 
| mistrust and cynicism.

“There is a disturbing public 
a cynicism with some justification 
$ with respect to public life and 
| politics and Parliament itself,”
| Perrault said.

“When it comes to general i
B public mistrust of politicians, in-----—

--------
■■■■■I | ■ ■

PULP SURPLUS

Sa _
legislature and in Parlia-^ 

ment, no man is an island.
“It i» a problem which deeply' 

involves every member in this 
legislature.

“We've a lot to do to improve L4 ÿ 
our public image—and in many 
respects we’re doing a dreadful

“A la Cardin,” chipped in 
Mines Minister Don Brothers.

“No party in this house, no 
party in Canada has a monopoly 
on virtue,” Perrault replied.

Perrault said young people ; 
have told him they won’t go into Jj 
politics because “it's a dirty • j.-

He said he was concerned to 
hear from one youngster that i 
social studies are being cut by 
one hour a week at school.

The education department, 
Perrault said, should ensure1 
there are good courses

1 government and talks at schools,
H .; by politicians.

Peterson replied there has| 
been no specific reduction 
social studies. The department! 
sets a maximum and minimum | 
requirement.

The present curriculum 
‘under revision, he added.

“The school should not be 
« held responsible for the public J 
g image of politicians — especi- jj 

ally the politicians in another j 
|house,” Peterson said.

“Certainly they (schools) |g 
teach public life is an honorable ff 

gprofession, but we have somefj 
I responsibilities ourselves,
■ sponsibilities, I suggest, that arel 
d being completely ignored in| 
gother places today.”

Gordon Dowding (NDP—|
IjBurnaby), calling for sex educa-J 
|tion in public schools, said: 
“After all if Parliament can VI: 
have it, why can’t we?”

Export Possible
Sun Victoria Bureau i 

VICTORIA — Resources Min- 
| ister Ray Willis ton said Monday 
? he is willing to consider recom- 
! mendations for export of pulp 
g logs to ease a current surplus of 
I pulp material in B.C.

Williston said during an ap- 
Ipearance before the legisla- 
Iture’s forestry committee that 
| the committee itself might give 
| some thought to the idea to 
| determine if it is practical.

“I don’t know if this 
practical but it might 
considered,” he said.
DEFENDS POLICY 

The minister, in a review of 
departmental policy, also de­
fended the government’s early 
start on a close utilization 
program.

“The crown has to initiate 
policy as a starting point and 
then after gaining some experi
ence changes must be made, if 

T m talking right from I necessary,” he said.
Williston said his forestryhe said, patting hisI here,

I head, “right off the top of my 
I head, but I’d like the committee 
I to give thought to a recommen- 
I dation that might help me.”
| NO MARKETS

The committee was told dur- 
iing earlier meetings that some 
I operators can’t find markets for 
■ pulp timber, nor can they 
| export the material freely.

They have to offer the timber 
| to three companies and obtain 
I refusals before they can apply 
I to the export advisory board. 
I But some companies won’t sign 
I refusals, b 1 o c k i ng export 
| chances.

Williston said he realizes that 
I small loggers are being penal­
ised because they can’t find 
| markets for their material.

The situation might be cor- 
I reeled by permitting exports for 
I between a year and 18 months, 
I he said.

department is trying to imple­
ment the scheme as openly and 
fairly as possible.

“I don’t accept the proposition 
that we have to stop and have 
somebody look at this thorough­
ly before we try anything,” he 
said. “We have to have definite 
experience on which to base 
policy.”

The Vancouver section of the 
Canadian Institute of Forestry, 
in a brief to the committee 
Monday, called for increased 
restocking in the six public 
sustained yield units in the 
Vancouver forest district.

The group’s brief said the 
forest service now plants only 
about 7,000 of the 50,000 acres 
cut each year.

It said that 15,000 acres 
should be planted and a backlog 
of 160,000 acres denuded by past 
logging and fires should be 
stocked.

O CANADA,
I NO CANADA

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - An MLA | 

I complained Monday that 
dictionary his son has to buy I 
for school doesn’t contain the g 

I word Canada.
Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewd- 

I ney) told the legislature the I 
only mention of this country is I 
in the title — the Winston 6 
Canadian dictionary for I 
schools. He said his son [ 

| Joseph, 9, a grade four! 
student, was told to buy the | 
dictionary for class.



U WEDNESDAY, MARCH;*•

■■R
New Legislation 
To Curb Doctors

By IAN MacALPINE setting up of sa temporary!
Sun Victoria Bureau register and temporary certifi-l

VICTORIA — B.C.’s 2.400 cales ,hal can be granted toi 
practising physicians will be 'doctors to solve the problem ofr 
subject to greater professional availability of medical servicesf 

™control and tougher disciplinary ,in remotc arcas-
I action when new laws come into — 

effect May 1.
The measures were contained 

in legislation introduced Tues-1
II day by Health Minister Eric
Martin to amend the province’s 

J Medical Act for the first time in 
B 20 years.

The act is the statute govern- 
^ing the medical profession in 
T||b.C. and places the responsihil- 
Eity of regulating the profession 

lip in the hands of the College of 
K Physicians and Surgeons, 

ji ORDER EXAMINATIONS 
■t New provisions contained in 
gpl.;the amending bill will give the 

college council power to compel 
member to submit to an 

examination and to restrict the 
doctor’s scope of practice if his 

Bid skill or knowledge is “found 
|||| wanting.’’
MM The bill also makes emotional 
JB disturbance and addiction to 

alcohol or drugs grounds for 
| suspending doctors and

/ broadens the penalties that can 
if? be imposed.
y Besides removing a doctor’s 
'name from the register for 

% infamous or unprofessional con 
H duct, or because of

OTTAWA PAYS 

$27 MILLION
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA - The federal 
government will contribute 
$27,419,150 towards B.C.’s 
$166.9 million education bud­
get this year, Education Min­
ister Leslie Peterson said 
Tuesday.

Peterson gave the figure in 
answer to a question by
Opposition leader Robert j___
Strachan in the Legislature.

Peterson said $21 million of0-.?; 
the federal aid will be capital 
grants toward building techni- Hj 
cal and vocational schools.

Bill Seeks 
To Legalize 
B.C. Hydro

mental government is trying to legalize Jj

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The provincial!

]ailment, emotional disturbance;four years of illegal activity by 
I , or addiction that might consti- B.C. Hydro.

tute a danger to the public, the Premier W. A. C. Bennett 
>icollege will be able to impose a Tuesday introduced a bill to the; 
I* fine up to $1,000 or place the I legislature which makes every- j 
|j doctor on probation on the thing the Crown corporation has j 
H council’s terms. 'done quite legal,
ipnii ciTGPFNtunv Nobody is challenging the

I I LL SUSPENSION legality of Hydro’s operations in
4 Another amendment provides court *bul the possibility exists : 
1 for the immediate suspension of i until Bennctt’s clean-up bill is 

a doctor pending outcome of a i appr0VC(i 
| council inquiry into his conduct.; It is lhe fourth attempt the 
^ Members suspended from Prac-|governmenl has made to legal- 
I tice will not be allowed, without|ize its takeover of the B.C.

written approval, to maintain ani Eleclric Co in i%i and the 
t office or clinic, or display theirjsubsequenl creation of B.C.

names in connection with the j Hydro.
Ü practice of medicine. ; -pbe nevv bill is retroactive to

[I; The maximum penalty for a I the creation of B.C. Hydro in 
person who by fraud tries to be i%2.

1:^1 registered with the college is) It says that everything Hydro 
M|raised from $100 to $500, and)has done—issuing bonds, buying 

top fines for unregistered per- j property and building projects

---------------------------- -------------------------------------

Greater Aid 
Urged for 
Handicapped

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA - A Socred MLA 

. j Tuesday criticized the govern­
ment for being too tight to take 
proper care of handicapped 

; children.
“I can’t understand how any jjfr 

j . government would go on feeding J»' 
Skid Road bums, sometimes iff 

; ^buying them wine, I suppose, 
and spending large sums ofêf:

? j money on keeping people in ry-~ 
Imprison who perhaps shouldn’t® 

|V;be, while it is overlooking its f/ 
^ responsibility as far as handi- 

capped children are concerned,’’ ; 
Ernie LeCours of Delta told the .-p 
legislature.

Lecours said the government 
should provide all necessary 
facilities for care and training 
of emotionally disturbed, blind . 
and deaf children.

The necessary facilities would 
i cpSt only “a few measly dol- 
> liars,” which would be “pea- 

v nuts” compared with overall 
education spending, he said.

Education Minister Leslie 
v Peterson said his department is 

prepared to assume its full 
responsibility for educating 

i‘handicapped children, but Le- 
k -Cours should realize that 
t; treatment is another matter, 

and does not come within this 
rcsponsibilit;.. lu- cyl

- IsÊBÊÊÈBm* i 
s
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I

!

sons who practice medicine, 
SI surgery or midwifery are simi­

li larly increased.
The maximum fine for a 

second offence of unlawful 
practice will go up from $250 to 
$1,000, and for third and subse­
quent offence the mandatory 

j jail term is lengthened from 
j three to six months.

The bill also provides for the

shall be deemed to be legal.
The legal doubt about Hydro’s I 

status has been in question I 
since the B.C. Supreme Court I 
declared in 1963 that the statute | 
setting it up was ultra vires.

An attempt was made the I 
following year to clear up the I 
status but part of that legisla-r 
tion was left without official! 
proclamation until July 30,1965.

Dropouts
Defended

Sun Victoria Bureau 
I VICTORIA — Education 
jister Leslie Peterson Tuesday! 

!’defended B.C.’s school leavingF 
lage of 15. He said he’d rather] 
see students with desire 

5jFi“seat-warmers” in high school. S 
.'"r : Leo Nimsick (NDP-Cran-li 
W brook) objected to the present!

'option for children to quit school 
r%at 15.
• "«■ “We have parents in this || 

j province anxious that a boy get |1 
'to 15 so he won’t have to go ton 
school any longer,” he said. “we| 
should see that boy continue! 
[some form of education.’

Peterson said he would like to I 
[encourage young people to stay| 
in school beyond 15.

But, he added: “If a student 1 
I isn’t properly motivated per-f 
lhaps he is better off going out! 
into a mine or something and! 
perhaps later on returning toj
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Deadlock on Labor Policy 
Keeps House Sitting Late

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The latest sit 
’ting this year of the B.C.
| legislature was called off short- 
, ly before midnight in a govern­

ment-opposition deadlock on 
3 labor policy.

A fiery debate was cut off by] 
Attorney-General Robert Bonner, 
the government house leader, at! \ 11:40 p.m.

The opposition’s target was 
Labor-Education Minister Leslie 

• Peterson, who failed to get his 
i labor department estimates ap­
proved after a 3*/4-hour night 

; debate.
! Opposition members demand­
ed Peterson take action on new

workmen's compensation laws! 
recommended by a royal com­
mission.

Peterson refused to say if 
action would be taken.

Peterson was also accused of 
being unable to handle the two 
big cabinet portfolios of labor 
and education.

Randolph Harding (NDP- 
Kaslo-Slocan) said labor was 
just "a hobby” for Peterson and 
challenged the minister to get > 
up and tell Premier W. A. C.j 
Bennett he wanted to be reliev­
ed of the labor job.

Rae Eddie (NDP—New West­
minster) said labor unrest is 
growing and one of the reasons 
is that Peterson is unable to

'Unholy Wedlock'
Sun Victoria Bureau “The companies are free to

VICTORIA - Labor Ministcr,Sive secretly." Macdonald said.
‘ Leslie Peterson Tuesday “This is an underlying and 
;i charged labor unrest is caused i festering cause of unrest. Any 
Sbv an “unholy wedlock” of' government that treats the 
I trade unions and the New i companies with a generous hand 
!- Democratic Party in B.C. an^ uses an iron Tist as far as

Peterson predicted working lrade ,uni™= a,r,« „con"r"ed * 
g men will vote against the NDP "«t gorng to last, he added, 
in the next election because , P.clerson 5ald PoliUca! contre 

* they are disturbed about this! ,u>-ons ar',' "ol the cause of 
„ political alliance. labor unrest.
% ... Unrest is caused by this
I The labor minister was hittingjunholy wedlock between the 
nback in the legislature at NDP and the unions,” he said, 
«opposition criticism of a B.C., ..you won.t get the union 
llaw which prohibits union con- ml6., vote and working man's 
Itnbutions being used for PohU- vote in the next election." 
fcal purposes. Peterson said he was sur-
i Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van- prised that the Opposition is 
couver East) said it was only still trying to “get its hands in 
fair play to make business i the pockets of the working 

^subject to a similar law. I men.”

Election Challenge 
Allowed by Bill

Defeated Candidate Protests 
Coquitlam School Board Ballot

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Legislation enabling a defeated can­

didate to challenge the validity of last year’s election 
lof school trustees in Coquitlam was introduced Tuesda: 
lin the legislature.

devote his full time to the job.
Bonner cut off debate by 

withdrawing the labor depart­
ment estimates as member; 
after member pressed for* 1 
action on the recommendations 
of the Tysoe Royal Commission] 
on Compensation.

The commission was appoint 
ed four years ago and its! 
recommendations turned in last 
year, and there was no excuse 
for government delay in emple- 
menting them, the opposition 
contended.

“I cannot honestly give you 
an answer at this time,” 
Peterson said when asked about 
the recommendations.

“I can’t promise anything.”
“Some of the recommenda­

tions are pretty far-reaching. As 
far as we are concerned the 
remaining recommendations are 
under serious and urgent

47 RECOMMENDATIONS
The government last year 

announced increases in compen­
sation pensions on the basis of] 
the Tysoe report. But there are] 
still 47 recommendations 
which the government has not 
acted, including those concern­
ing appeals and definitions of 
industrial accidents.

The opposition itself tried to 
call off the late debate, but an 
adjournment motion by Leo 
Nimsick (NDP—Cranbrook) was 
ruled out of order by Deputy 
Speaker William Speare. <

Moments later, however, 
Speare accepted Bonner’s with­
drawal of the estimates 
today.

The legislation, introduced by 
I Municipal Affairs Minister Dan 
I Campbell follows a complaint 
I by Mrs. Eileen Ripley that 
j incorrect ballots were used in 
I the election.

It would allow her to file a
■ petition within 10 days of
1 passage of the bill asking the
■ courts to declare the election
■ invalid. Ordinarily the period 
I for such a petition expires 10

ter the election.

Mrs. Ripley, of 1528 Marine 
Crescent, Coquitlam, ran third 
in the election with 2,775 votes. 
Henry Monk', now chairman of 
the school board, and Mrs. 
Doreen York were elected with 
3,975 and 3,011 votes respec­
tively.

The legislation, an amend­
ment to the Municipalities 
Enabling and Validating Act, 
was given first reading in the 
House Tuesday.

Campbell told The Sun toi 
it was sought by Mrs. Ripley 
and followed the use of ballots 
which stated that only one i 
school trustee was to be elected, 
instead of two.

He said there were delays 
wheih resulted in Mrs. Ripley j 
being unable to file a petition in | 
the original 10-day period.

In an Interview today Coquit-j 
lam municipal clerk Francis] 
Pobst said the time elapsed ] 
during discussions about what 
action should be taken.

Mrs. Ripley, however, said 
Pobst told her the day after the 
election he would seek a judicial 
ruling on its validity.

Pobst, returning officer for 
the election, said the ballot was 
incorrect because printers fol­
lowed the wording of a speci­
men ballot he sent them from 
the previous year, when only 
one trustee was elected. À,

When the arror was discover­
ed, he instructed the deputy 
returning officer to place 
placards in each polling booth 
telling voters two trustees were 
to be elected.
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DROs were also told toi 
p change the ballots to read I 

“two” instead of “one” and to|

(
inform voters verbally of the 
change if they did not want j 
their ballots altered.
Mrs. Ripley said about 260 [j 

fballots were rejected in thql 
election, and this was an? 

;.;unusually high number for they 
| district.
She said she saw about eight J 

i different versions of the cor- 
[ reeled ballot, with the word I 
|“two” misspelled in some of g

“I wasn't concerned about the ! 
[results.” she said. “But there is]

«j no need for the public or candi­
dates to he faced with an 
hincorrect ballot, 

j “If every ballot had been j 
['changed to read the same. I'd j

TV URGED

University Grants 
'Secrecy' Rapped

Bennett Gives Assurance 
Fees Won't Be Boosted

through grants." he said 
“I can understand why the . 

government doesn’t w an', the £ 
budgets to be published.” said ?

Bv IAS MacALPINE Dol,dm" "Becaufc Ihc p»vern
„ . . „ ment would oe under pressure e
hun Victoria Bureau l0 increase funds to universities 8

VICTORIA — The government ran into strong and so it is done in silence, 
criticism Tuesday over its refusal to disclose how a $25 ,TE,, house* 
million grant is to be allocated to B.C.’s three public minjst5r doesn-,
universities. délai the amounts that will be what |he bud.„ls ,re hc.s|

A prolonged attack on Educa- p ‘d,l0,?,ach m capilal Srar.ts. completely der?iict in his duty ;
tion Minister Leslie Peterson,; Put. !.hc °Pcralln- grants of and j{ bc does knev he should
led by Gordon Dowding (NDP—m,ll,on aTe shown as a :"mP toll this House."
Burnaby) and Alan Macfarlane su™' . . ... . , . “Were not here to issue blank i
(Lib.—Oak Bay) finally brought 1 1 ,k ,l a. breach cheques.” said Mac fa-lane. • 

statement from Premier W.|f'er^_™let __Pî5!!aJÜ_cn? 1 ,ai “This Is information which\
theA. C. Bennett that university

think it is a breach of 
every rule of Parliament that 

«t >ou come before this House andfees will not have to be boosted!ask us to spend $25 million of lh.e HousJf ,™usl *ave 10 con'I 
'the taxpayers’ monev and not 51<*er whether the amounts 
justify that expenditure" D>wd Slanted by iho legislature are; 
ing said. adequate or n>t.

_ “If there is a fee increase this
WRITTEN INTO I AH' year, the responsibility will rest,

“It should be written into the fully on the shoulders of the; 
law' that budgets be presented government and on the minister:

Sun Victoria Bureau this year.
VICTORIA — A government- But it did not produce an- 

•>,1'financed university television, swers to questions about how 
channel for B.C. was advo-'the money will be shared, or 

Sj cated Tuesday by Liberals whether it is enough to meet the
Leader Ray Perrault. universities' requests (__ _______ . . „

Perrault suggested in the Macfarlane accused the gov to this House before they get °„ in#>d lhp Hphate
legislature that the three pub- emment of asking MLAs to vote their money. . ... there ll

I lie universities combine their for a blank cheque, and Dowd- “You want to control l*1-in(.rpase t»,;s vear.”
'• academic resources to pro- mg charged that university universities,” government MLAs n__._itinn Mr * asked him 

duce adult higher education spending is being conducted shouted. f„?T?«urance
I programs. [under a veil of secrecy “You want to run them i i m considered opinion

secret," Dowdbg retorted. there will „ot be a fee increase 
Peterson said ,ne umvcrsii.es .. Bennelt said

, can^publish their budgets if they ^ ^llraii„„ He,

“The responsibility of the

Perrault said the govern- OPERATING GRANTS 
ment could negotiate with thej The opposition protests

Board of Broadcast,over the allocation of operating c 
m'r'grants to University of B.C..''

federal Board of 
Governors for an unused TV 

[j channel and it could call on 
^technical assistance and ad- 
ji vice from existing TV stations
ViB.fi1

Simon Fraser University, and 
University of Victoria.

Education estimates set out m ]
;o\ emment is lo assist them

Predicts 
Cut in School Tax

The education department 
estimates totalling $166.9 million 
were approved after 11" 2 houhs.
h i-: ' - '-WMfMi w

M- ' t-

«

By FRANK BUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Education

the mill rale which school per cent of actual salaries paid - 
[districts must raise before they last year.

entitled to government “The grants should be some-!
Minister^* Leslie Petei^n|operatinggr^ts whal less than acluaI cosls
o?n°in^ref 2?GSday detail! SovcmmenT’ sharing ’a greater financial responsibility on the 
f increased government proportion of school budgets. P^ri of the school districts, he §

pnhnnl «tkinU Un 1
The minister said the 

creases are an attempt to put 
grants on a more realistic basis 1 
compared with actual costs. The 1 
previous formula was based on 1 
1960 costs.
TEACHER GRANT

The increased grants will; straight graDt f°r Cach

! school grants which he said 
will cut taxes for many 
B.C. homeowners.

He told the legislature the

I
 grant boost will mean the 
government this year will pay- 
more than half the total cost of 
operating schools.

I
 come from an $8.3 million boost 
in the government’s allocation 
for public school aid, which 
totals $86 million.
Peterson said the exact,

I
 amount will not be known until 
school board budgets are re­
viewed April 15.

NEW FORMULA 
The grants are being boosted 
by two changes in the financing 
formula: An increase of $50 in 
the flat rate paid to school 
boards for every teacher; and a 

revision of teacher salary scales 
on which additional aid is based. 

Peterson also indicated there 
l be a third change—a cut in

teacher will be boosted to $2,610 
from $2,560. This money is to

Peterson said there will be mn 
change in the government’s 501 
per cent grants toward school | 
capital costs, for which $13 jj 
million has been allocated this |

APPLIES TO BUDGET 
The operating grant formula 1 

used to apply to school |
pay for administration, supplies. ! budgets after deduction of a j 
operation and maintenance of : fixed mill rate which all dis-| 
schools. ; tricts must raise on their own.

The grants, which are based 
on teacher salaries will be 
brought into line with 1965 j 
wages, Peterson said.

Grants will now be based on a 
salary range of $2,800 to $8.460 
a year, a range which covers | 
six teaching certificate classifi­
cations.

The range was formerly $2,600 
to $7,960.

Peterson said the new salary i 
range is slightly more than 90

This mill rate was 15.95 last I 
year, but Peterson indicated itl 
will be reduced this year.

At present the government is I 
committed to pay up to half of j 
the total province-wide school- f 
ing cost 

But the new grant formula I 
plus a change in the mill rate 1 
should mean the government j 
will pay more than half, Peter-1 
son said.



THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1966

■ -

BENNETT WARNING

'I'll Fight Next Election 
On General Strike Issue'

vote tabled until Peterson hadjr- 
drawn up changes in the ' 
compensation act.

Strachan also tried to boost ^ 
[the allocation for compensation * 
I benefits from $2.5 million to $7.5 
million. , ,1

\ All three efforts were j: rushed 
| by the government majority 
! vote.
I But on the first move 
j Strachan caught the government 
| with only 14 members in their 
\ seats against 17 opposition 

MLAs.
Socreds came

‘HEAR MORE’
"You'll hear a lot more. | 

We’re going to have lots to say I

By IAN MacALPINE 
and FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Premier W. A. 
C. Bennett announced Wednes­
day he will fight the next 
provincial election on the issue 
of labor’s threat to call a 
general strike in British Colum-

This disclosure—at the climax 
of an 11-hour labor debate in the 
legislature — strengthened re­
ports here that the government 
plans to outlaw general strikes. 
NDP BLAMED

It followed charges by Ben­
nett and Labor Minister Leslie 
Peterson that the New Demo­
cratic Party was behind last 
fall’s threatened two-day prov­
ince-wide walk-out.

The charges and opposition 
counter attacks culminated a1 
day-long battle that took the 
legislature into its first morning 

j sitting of the session.
I During the angry exchanges,
| Peterson was called a fake 
minister and a liar, Bennett was 
branded

about that,” said the premier.
Strachan said the NDP knewj 

absolutely nothing about the 
threatened strike and Peterson | 
had been spreading untruths1, 
about the NDP being involved.

“I did not tell an untruth,”j 
Peterson replied. "I said it was1 
instigated by the political bed­
fellows of the NDP. I stand by 
it and say it’s true.”

"That statement is an out­
right lie.” protested John Squire 
(NDP—Alberni).

“Call yourself a minister of [ 
labor? You should resign right ; ;

However,

■
 scurrying from the parliamen-j 
_tary dining room in time for thet 
| standing vote, which was 24 to; 
I 18 against his motion.

• ; The second time, the vote
IH was 28 to 16.

\ Peterson told the Opposition 
;. he could not definitely say * 

whether there would be com- ; 
È pensation legislation this ses- ‘ 
^ sion.

Pressed again and again for a 
promise to make changes in the ^

J
laws, Peterson said a special'-f 
committee of civil servants is • 
still studying the Tysoe com-;" 
mission report but added:

"The answer is no at this 
|p|s time.”

b. “It doesn’t matter how long'll 
Hi you obstruct the passage of my * 
Hi estimates, it won’t change that ? 
■ no into a yes. The only thing* ^ 
■ that will change that no into a 
■ yes is progress in this commit4% 
■ tee.”
B ‘RUNNING AWAY*
| Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur- 

H|naby) said the government was|. 
St running away from the issue.
| "You’re flying in the face of -• 
|prudence, conscience and com- § 

- J passion," Dowding said.
Leo Nimsick (NDP—Cran- 

■ brook) the most persistent 
Bj pleader for a better compensa-1' 
potion deal, said pension increases^ 

\ granted last fall were inade-: 
$9 quate.

M Nimsick said in some cases : 
i the increases amounted to onlyÉg 

69 cents a month. This was an v 
à extra allowance supposed toC 

jymeet recent increases in the sf 
■ cost of living.

H Harding said government^ 
RMLAs and ministers had beenije 

quick to protect their political;* 
■ survival during earlier debates jj 
jyon redistribution.

B "Why aren’t you up on your;. 
■ feet now? This is more impor- 
■ tant.” Harding said. _

now. You’re not fit to hold 
office,” added Randolph Hard­
ing (NDP—Kaslo-Slocan ).

Squire said it was the Socred 
'government's anti-labor policies 
that led to the strike threat and [ 
predicted they would precipitate | 
more labor unrest this year. 
SHUTDOWN SEEN 

! “Unless you change the rules 
and regulations for the ferries 
those ferries will be shutdown I 
this summer,” Squire predicted, j 

“I'll remember that threat,”! 
i answered Bennett. "You’re in-j) 

1 citing them.”
|| "That’s not a threat. .I'ma 

HI telling you,” shot back Squire. [ 
^ j “You call that strike and we’ll l 
B know who’s responsible,” Ben-1 

inett retorted.
$ The charges of opposition! 

ct obstruction were made by! 
■Peterson, pleading for House j;

approval of his departmental; 
-v estimates, and by House supplyE 

committee chairman Bill Spearei 
III (SC—Cariboo) who said the! 

marathon debate was repetitious E 
and tedious.

* BRANDED DICTATOR
Bennett, who was absent fort 

-/ much of the early wrangling on I 
• compensation benefits, was 
i branded a dictator by Dave 
? Barrett (NDP—Dewdney).
I “You sleep all day then come 
j back and ram things through 

this House,” he said.
I Peterson’s estimates of $6.1 

•.^1 million were finally passed just 
^■4 after midnight and the House 
Hi adjourned at 12:12 a.m. with 
|£:| Bennett wishing everyone happy 

St. Patrick’s Day.
1 The Opposition moved twice 

■ to have the minister’s office!

dictator and his 
government phoney, Opposition

Strachan was 
labelled an anarchist, and the 
entire opposition was accused of 
obstruction.
PETERSON SAVED

The government majority 
saved Peterson in a vote after 
he refused to bring in reforms 
in workmen’s compensation 

, laws.
I It was the government’s fail­
ure to implement further rec- 
j ommendations of the Tysoe 
Royal Commission on Compen-

a part-time minister and unable 
to handle the province’s labor 
problems.

"You’re an advocate of 
anarchy, that’s what you are,”

that strike and the party’s rolej
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3 Farmers Aided
See Stiff Repartir

GRAND FORKS — Agriculture Minister Frank 
t Richter has come to the aid of three Grand Forks 

. farmers following a bitter attack on him by B.C.'s 
lone woman MLA.

LETTER FLAP

Peterson
Criticized

Richter announced Wednesday < 
the provincial government has 
purchased 180 bead of contami­
nated cattle from the farmers 

A year ago the stock 
found to be contaminated by the 

„ „ _ pesticide Dteldnn
s™ victim»™. Mn Low Ha«n, (NDP-.

. VICTORIA — Labor Vlumtir _____ . . „, Leslie Peterson «a, accused tir,nd F o rkM.reen.ood, j 
^Wednesday of playing cheap charged in the legislature |
^politics by using a defeated March 9 that the agriculture 

Socred candidate a« an informa- minister was failing to grapple! 
lion channel with the problem of poison

Peterson and Bill Hartley
(NDP Yale) yelled at each other P******* 
across the floor of the legisla She demanded provincial gov 
ture about a letter which was emment compensation for 
released to a newspaper by farmers to her area who. she 
Ihine Corbett Hartlev > defeat said, have been rained by 
ed Socred rival pesticide contamination of dairy

Hartley said he had written a herds 
letter to Peterson about the Richter and agriculture offi- 
steelworkers* strike at Craig- cials Roy Wilkinson and S. B 
mont Mine Peterson held talks Wednesday

Peterson, he said, sent a copy with the three farmers — Ricky 
of his reply to Corbett, who de Vries. Peter de Haan and 
released it to the press John Schiller

Peterson replied that Hart “i can’t disclose what we paid 
ley's original letter had been an for the cattle, but I know the 
open letter which was also farmers were satisfied.” Rich 
published in a new spaper ter said

Hartley said Peterson was Richler also said be had 
guilty of contemptible politics ctmtacted the federal depart 

ment of agriculture ou Monday 
and proposed that Ms represen 
talives meet with the farmers 
to discuss compensât** for 
damages to the farms.

The farms were 
about a year ago when high 

the pesticideconcentrations 
were found in meat and milk 
products from them.

Later they started producing 
shut down a

second time.

Legislation 
Allows Tax 
On PuId Mill

Kindergarten 
Plea Fails

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - Legislation to 

fallow Squamish to tax Rayonier 
I Canada Ltd.’s Woodfibre plup aSara .but *ere 
I mill was introduced in the 
I legislature Tuesday.

Under an amendment to the 
| Municipalities Enabling and 
j Validating Act introduced by 
I Municipal Affairs Minister Dan 
^Campbell, the district Will be 
fable to charge the company up VICTORIA — Education Min- 
jto one mill for diking and flood ister Leslie Peterson said Tues- 
| control day B.C. cannot afford to have]

The amendment also provides compulsory kindergartens be- 
| that if the firm is charged a cause of a teacher shortage.
I business tax. the money will go. Opposition leader Robert 
into a special fund to help paylStrachan pressed m the legisla­
tor construction of a road from’ture for more kindergartens in 

I Squamish to Woodfibre. public schools.
Premature municipal elec- i Peterson said last year 12210 

liions held last year in Inver pupils m 26 school districts went 
mere and Masset are also vali- to public kindergartens This 
dated by provisions in the bill, compares to an estimated 

| Grade 1 enrolment in all schools 
jof up to

However. many children 
I attend private kindergartens,
| Peterson added.

Peterson said providing 
ns m all
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Martin Slammed 
On Chronic Care

'Families Wiped Out Financially/ 
Perrault Accuses Minister

By IAN MacALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA—Much of the criticism of the govern­
ment’s chronic care program comes from people who 
see their inheritance disappearing in private hospital 
bills, Health Minister Eric Martin said Thursday.

WÈÊêKÊêêêêKêKêêkêêkkêm
in the* «TERRIBLE STATEMENT’

‘CRUEL HOAX’
Perrault accused Martin Ï'

conducting a cruel political hoax 
on the public by promising , 
chronic care and not delivering.

“That’s the old political guff . 
and nonsense you’ve been 
peddling since 1952,” PerraulV 
said.

Martin protested that the r 
federal government was a 
major obstacle in the way of 
B.C.’s chronic care program, 
because it wouldn’t include 
extended care in the hospital
insurance scheme.

■
"■••I1-" ■ —— —

■- S:

He made the statement 
legislature at the height of an 
opposition storm of criticism; 
over the high cost of extended 
care in private hospitals and 
the government’s failure to 
make Sl a day care available to 
all.

Several NDP and Liberal 
MLAs charged Martin has done 
nothing but make promises 
during the past 14 years while 
he problem of caring for 
:hronically-ill patients wor­
sened.

“Thousands of families have 
been wiped out financially be­
cause of the callous indifference 
of this government to chronic 
care,” said Liberal leader Ray 
Perrault.
-NO INDICATION’

“There is no indication that 
you are even trying to meet one 
of the most serious problems in 
B.C.”

Dave Barrett (NDP — Dewd- 
ney) said Martin is trying to 
Eool MLAs by saying B.C. has 
one of the best chronic care 
plans in Canada.

Opposition MLAs said they 
have thick files of letters from 
people complaining about costs 
of caring for patients in private 
hospitals.

“The next-of-kin get angry 
because they see an inheritance 
[disappearing,” Martin replied. 
“I’ve experienced it person­
ally.”

His statement brought shouts 
of “shocking” from opposition 
benches.
PAYING THEIR WAY

Martin continued:
“If they weren’t in private 

hospitals they might be in 
boarding homes but they would 
still hate to pay their way.

“But many prefer a room in a 
private hospital, even at higher 
rates, and they’re not even 
[hospital patients. They should 
be in a boarding home,

“Bht their next-of-kin don’t 
like it,” Martin added.

Barrett said Martin has been 
a total failure in dealing with 

| chronic care.
“I don’t agree,” Martin said.
“You’re the only one who 

doesn’t,” said Barrett.
I know of resentment that 

exists in your backbenches.

“That’s the most terrible 
statement ever made in this 
house by a minister that next-of- 
kin are trying to dodge their 
responsibility and protect their 
inheritance.

You are a failure, Mr. 
Minister, and you should hang 
your head in shame/"

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East) said the govern­
ment should have been provid­
ing a program of non-profit 
chronic care beds rather than 
encouraging expansion of pri­
vate hospitals.

Earlier, William Hartley 
(NDP—Yale) said the profit 
motive must be removed from 
chronic care.

The only way to do this, he 
said, is to buy out or expropri­
ate all approved private, profit­
making hospitals and place 
them under B.C. Hospital In­
surance Service.
•DODGING ISSUE’

The minister has been dodg­
ing this issue for years and if he 
can’t take the necessary action] 
then he should resign and admit 
that he is powerless to help the| 
thousands who are paying 
through the nose for chronic 
care,” he said.

He should admit that Social | 
Credit policy is that chronic 
care is a free enterprise busi­
ness.”

Macdonald said It will cost] 
the government about $37 mil­
lion to buy the 3,695 beds in| 
private hospitals, twice what 
they cost to build.

‘I’m sure they welcome your 
offer to buy them out,” he told| 
Martin.
‘RESIGN* CALL

Macdonald said he agreed I 
that Martin has no alternative| 
but to resign.

Randolph Harding (NDP—| 
Kaslo-Slocan) also said Martin 
should resign.

He said the minister an­
nounced that chronic care wasj 
available to all chronically ill.

But the health department’s] 
definition of a chronic patient is 
a person who can’t walk or use 
a wheel chair, and who needs 
the constant aid of a graduate 
nurse.

You’d have to be an Egyp­
tian mummy to qualify for 
extended care,” Barrett inter­
jected.

mm

DRESSED DOWN

Heckler 
Disciplined 
For Insult

.

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Backbench i; 

:-■* Socred sniper Waldo Skillings j 
was disciplined for insulting the I 

! legislature’s only woman mem-fj 
| ber Tuesday.

The Victoria Socred makes 0 
; ? few speeches, but is fond of | 
| heckling from his seat.

He tried it Thursday on Loisjj 
l Haggen (NDP—Grand Forks).

Mrs. Haggen said Premier W.ll 
I A. C. Bennett had been acting h 
| like a mother hen with her jj 
| chicks by an indignant defence w 
I earlier of his cabinet minis-1 
[Iters, one of whom was Agri-| 
j culture Minister Frank Richter, tj 

She recalled Richter hadtf 
| promised help to farmers whojj 
]| were losing money because of B 
[1 pesticide contamination after i ] 
I she had given him a raking in| 
1 the house.

House chairman Bill Speared 
I (SC—Cariboo) ticked her off fori 
I talking about agriculture during [ ] 
1 a debate on health.

Chipped in Skilling: “You are[] 
| hiding behind your skirts.”

There was a moment off] 
jj shocked silence, then Spearef 
I turned on Skillings, jumping to F 
j his feet in anger and ordered 
| the Socred backbencher to with-1 
| draw the remark in apology.

“If you order me, I with- | 
| draw,” Skillings conceded.
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By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

Assessment Curbs Planned, 
Plus Cash for Home-Buying

characteristics the land or]

VICTORIA — The provincial 
government plans to curb soar­
ing assessments and is consider­
ing a special cash grant to 
people who want to buy homes, 

u Premier W. A. C. Bennett 
; : ! announced Thursday.
; v - Limits on annual assessment 

increases are set in a bill 
introduced to the legislature.

Bennett disclosed his radical 
.plan to help people of modest 

P means to buy homes in an 
-interview.

. . The bill would prohibit assess 
ments on land and buildings 
from being boosted more than 

| five per cent a year.
The limit would apply so long 

as there is no change in the owner grantmT

improvements or new construe
“This is one of the most! 

important things of this ses­
sion,” Bennett said. “We’re not 
going to let taxes be raised 50 
per cent and assessments 50 per 
cent. This is to give people a 
little security.”

Bennett also disclosed that 
what started out as an idea to 
offer loans to people who cannot 
afford a down payment now 
may turn into a straight cash 
gift.

The idea, which Bennett float­
ed out earlier in the session was 
to encourage rent-to-purchase 
schemes, so people now forced 
to rent would get a chance to 
benefit from the $110 home-

Bennett said in the interview 
he has been mulling it over in 
an attempt to find a practical 
way to assist such people.

It may be an outright 
grant,” he said.

“Not a loan?” he was asked.
“A non-repayable grant,” the 

premier replied.
Bennett said he had planned 

to take some action on the idea 
next year.

“I shouldn’t say next year,” 
he said Thursday. “The an­
nouncement might come next 
month or in the next few 
weeks.”

Pressed for more details, 
Bennett smiled and said: 
“Don’t quote me too much.”

Then he sped off.

immmm . ■ mm
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Dentists Accused 
Of Profiteering

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Dentists have been making as much 

as $120 profit on false teeth they bought for only $30 
a set, a special legislative committee was told Thursday. 

The statement was made by
George Connolly, of Vancouver, 
president of the Dental Me­
chanics and Public Denturists 
Society.
•An affidavit sworn by Con­

nolly was presented to MLAs on 
a. committee considering the 
'«Sole legal question of me­
chanics and technicians being 
able to fit and make teeth in 
direct dealings with the public. 
•Accompanying the affidavit 

vfcs a brief from Connolly’s 
society which charged that 
dhntists are opposing the me­
chanics because they fear com­
petition.

j LIMITED
m 0' At present mechanics are 
’4 ' jP*rmitted to deal with the 

public only if a dentist or doctor 
pK r4j supplies a patient with r 

certificate. The College of Den 
Surgeons has told the 

- _Jnmitteee it wants this prac- 
r tiCè discontinued and if not, 

tien a freeze on licensing of 
“"I mechanics.
i rConnolly said in his affidavit 
B*» had been employed as a

technician in a major dental 
laboratory in Vancouver be­
tween 1939 and 1954.

He made false teeth for I 
dentists on “an assembly linel

At the time of my leaving I, 
that employment in 1954, I was| 
in receipt of a wage of $75 pert 
week,” Connolly’s affidavit said.f 
50 PER WEEK

“At that time the laboratory 
by which I was employed wasp 
constructing approximately 50 : 
dentures per week.

‘The average paid to the I 
laboratory by the dentists at j 
that time was $30 per complete | 
denture.

‘The average price at which j 
the dentures were sold by the I 
dentists to the public was $1501 
per complete denture.”

Connolly’s affidavit said that! 
since 1963 when the dental! 
college issued new regulations, I 
dentists have only rarely co-g 
operated with mechanics and hel 
believes the reason is threats of j 
discipline and of pressure.

f

B.C. Widens 
Stock Probe 
Ground Rules

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The B.C. gov­

ernment intends to get around a 
court defeat by changing its 
Securities Act to permit wide , 
powers for investigating stock * 
trading.

A change in the act, intro­
duced in the legislature by 
Attorney-General Robert Bonner 
Thursday, allows him to appoint 
any person to make an investi­
gation of any matter relating to 
trading in securities.

Bonner said the move follows ' 
a ruling of the B.C. Court of 
Appeal which said the present 
wording of the act does not 
permit certain types of inquiry.

The ruling was on an appeal 
by International Claim Brokers 
Ltd., against an investigation by 
William Kinsey, as agent for the [ 
attorney-general in 1964.

Bonner said his department 
has not yet decided what to do| 
in this particular case.

Bonner also said, in an ! 
interview, he has asked for! 
copies of a bill introduced to the | 
Ontario legislature this week E 
changing that province’s Securi-1 
ties Act.

, .
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Resignation of Martin 
Demanded by Six MLAs

W8 ■

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sub Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA - Six MLAs 
Thursday demanded the resig­
nation of Health Minister Eric 
Martin.

A seventh charged Martin is 
responsible for a medical crisis 
in B.C. which threatens the: 
health of the public.

Martin was told in the legisla­
ture he is inept and incapable. 
MLAs spent six hours debating 
his salary estimates.

He got his salary at the end 
of a late night sitting — but 
only after promising he would 
do his best to give answers and 
information on more questions 
when the rest of his departmen­
tal estimates come before the 
house, probably next Monday. 
CHRONIC CARE

Martin was attacked for fail­
ing to provide adequate chronic 
care and for refusing to help 
solve an acute hospital bed 
shortage in Vancouver.

The MLAs who demanded his 
resignation were: Opposition 
leader Robert Strachan, Gordon 
Dowding (NDP-Bumaby, Ran­
dolph Harding (NDP-Kaslo- 
Slocan), BUI Hartley (NDP- 
Yale), Dave Barrett (NDP- 
Dewdney) and Alex Macdonald 
(NDP-Vancouver East).

Dr. Pat McGeer (L-Point 
Grey) accused Martin of creat­
ing a medical crisis.

“There's a serious medical 
< crisis in B.C. which is a

-r

spending in line with a 19541 
commitment that two points of 
the five-per-cent sales tax bef 
used for hospitals.

Martin replied that Dr. Mc­
Geer is “out of the main stream 
of hospital life."

“He is a very respected and 
admired research doctor and 
does valuable work and I 
respect him for it,” Martin said. 
“But when he comes down out 
of his ivory tower and gets, 
milling around among people 
who don’t know what they’re 
talking about he brings informa­
tion in here and just dumps it."

Martin said the government 
has tremendous co-operation 
with the medical profession, 

v “It is a mistake to give too 
much leadership because you 
get so far ahead they lose sight 
of you — that's precisely what’s 
happened," Martin said.

He said he realized there had 
(been “a great cloak of apathy" 
over the Vancouver hospital 
situation.

“Why has VGH become such 
a large hospital — the largest in 
Canada, the largest in the 
Commonwealth?

“The answer is disturbing and 
we only found out a short time 
ago. Vancouver council would 
recognize only VGH for grants 
in aid of construction and 
renovation. The eight other 
hospitals in the city were 
deprived.”

; Martin said this situation was [ 
{recognized only 18 months to 

.7] two years ago.

IS

y:- 7:".

. /^consequence of the chain of 
, {events which has been clearly 

laid before the minister year 
g| after year in this house,” Dr. 

McGeer said.
“Anyone would be foolish to 

''deny medical care in this 
province is being jeopardized as 
a result of this man holding the 
position of minister."
BRINGS UP COMPLAINTS 

Dr. McGeer then related 
documented complaints and 
problems at Vancouver General 
Hospital, many of them re­
ported recently in The Sun.

Doctors at VGH have been 
told they must either limit the 
time patients stay in the 

y hospital, cut off use of the 
emergency ward to general 

* practitioners known as “visit­
ing staff’ or close the emer­
gency ward, Dr. McGeer said, 

i Dr. McGeer blamed Martin 
'for the fact that B.C. has 
slipped from No. 1 spender on 
hospital care per patient in 
Canada to seventh in the past 
six years.

“It is the doctors, whose duty 
it is to guard our health, who 
are being impaired in this 
function by the ineptitude of the 
minister and his government," 
Dr. McGeer said.

“He just has to have the wits 
to take advice.”

Dr. McGeer called for 
comprehensive province-wide 

HB§i study of hospital needs for the 
next 10 years; creation of 
provincial hospital financing

■ m
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/Refund' for Anyone Paying 
Over $140 for False Teeth

w»ment|ÿj

Sun Staff Reporter : 
i .VICTORIA — Anyone who 
pays more than $140 for false 
teeth without a prior under­
standing with his dentist is 

\ entitled to a refund, the presi- 
l dent of the College of Dental 
I Surgeons of B.C. said today.

;;D. W. P. Munsie of Vancouver 
I told this to MLAs on a special 
I committee of the legislature 
1 which is studying the right of 
I dental mechanics to deal direct- 
I ly with the public in fitting and 
I supplying teeth.
1 -{The schedule of fees laid 
I down by the college is $140 for a 
I set of dentures, Dr. Munsie
I said.

■Members of the public who

are charged more than this are 
entitled to money back “unless 
the dentist has told them 
beforehand," Dr. Munsie said.
APPLY FOR REFUND

“There must be an under­
standing or an estimate," he 
said.

The public can apply for a 
refund to the registrar of the 
college, Dr. Munsie said.

He said the college has a 
procedure for taxing dentists 
similar to the scheme used by 
the legal profession when fees 
are protested.

MLAs on the committee were 
amazed at Dr. Munsie’s dis­
closure.

“You’d better get your cheque j 
books out,” said Cyril ShelfordQ 
(SC-Omineca).

“I know there are lots ofB 
people who have paid more,”! 
said chairman Jim Chabot CSC- J 
Columbia).
FEW COMPLAIN

Dr. Munsie said there have in| 
fact been only a few applica-| 
tions for refunds.

“That is because the average| 
fee is just about $140 or $150," 
he said.

Shelford said perhaps the I 
public was unaware of the! 
college rule which entitles it to| 
refunds.

He said he knew of someone g 
who had paid $1,250 for a set of g 
false teeth.

Dr. Munsie said that if there 1 
had been no prior agrément, f 
then that person would be| 
entitled to get back $1,110.

IÜ
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VICTORIA—Arthur Turner of Vancouver East, 
who has never changed his political stripes, only his 
label from CCF to NDP, said in the legislature the 
other day this Bennett government that calls itself 
Social Credit is just like the Coalition government 

vm of Liberals and Conservatives from 1941 to 1952.
‘ !

i Mr. Turner ought to know. a hatchet-man for the govern- y
He has been in the House “ment, because he is. Mr *
under both Coalition and 'Turner, you see, is an old
Social Credit. He should have . .hand hereabouts, and he’s 1
a clearer view than the1 ' Aik ■‘quite sure he knows a hatchet- 

' premier, who has been in the : 1 I man when he sees one, and to „
him Mr. Peterson has all the L

«
House as long as Mr. Turner,‘ 
but Mr. Bennett has jumped, 
"^around, changing both his 
political stripes and his label, 
taking second looks, saying 

jone thing and doing the 
opposite.

Mr. Turner has been an 
! observer of both Coalition and 
‘Social Credit. It’s the specta- 
j tor, you know, who really sees 
the game much better than 
the players.

The Social Credit govern­
ment, said Mr. Turner, after 
due thought and much weigh­
ing of the scales, has the 
identical attitudes, the very 
same approach, the wilyj 

a methods and the worn-out 
! techniques of those Liberals 
! ] and Conservatives who form­
ed a coalition because they 
I were afraid of the socialists.

★ ★ ★
, Why, he said, this Social 
Credit government even has a 
hatchet man, just like the 

I Coalition. He recalled, dead­
pan, that he used to see 

I Coalition hatchet men in 
action. He didn’t say who they 
were, but he did name the one 
who, to him, is Social Credit’s 
chief hatchet-man: Education- ‘; 

j Labor Minister Leslie Peter- 
1 son.

Hearing this, himself thus 
| dubbed, Mr. Peterson, a little 
r| pale, because oppositionists 
» were giving him a bad 
j drubbing, looked astonished. 
j-He a hatchet-man? Of all the 
!; nonsense!

He gagged a bit, but said 
I] nothing, because he feels sure 
iihe’s a hatchet-man for 
| nobody, not even himself. A 
hatchet-man? His incredulous 

|! looks did not discourage Mr.
|]Turner. Yes, a hatchet-man,
|that’s what Mr. Peterson is.

I think Mr. Turner meant 
jby this that Mr. Peterson 
takes out his little sharp axe, 
in other words a smooth 
tongue, and tries to chop 

I down oppositionists when they 
I get too noisy and tough. I 
further interpreted Mr. 
Turner’s remarks to mean 
that Mr. Peterson always has 

; that little axe ready, and 
when the premier gives him a 
nod he gets up and swings it, 
making excuses for govern­
ment sins as he does so.

* * *
Well, in Mr. Turner’s view,

I Mr. Peterson need not took 
Ijnnncent and pretend he’s not

signs.
■ Somehow, Mr. Peterson 
! doesn’t look like a hatchet- g 
man, but then, you know, you 

j never can tell. There’s some j 
truth in the old saying that ' 
you can’t judge a book by its ! 
cover. ;

Anyway, as far as Mr., 
Turner’s concerned, the Social i 
Credit government treads, 
stubbornly, sloppily, along the 
same old Liberal-Conservative 
pathway, which statement ;

V- irritated both Liberals and 
Social Créditera.

These two camps have a .
; deadly political hate, the one 

j, for the other, and there was 
that Mr. Turner lumping them 
aU together — in their view a vB* 
most terrible insult, which is 
just what Mr. T. intended.

. ! ,

Ontario are discussing it, and in 
~.C., too,” he said.

Macdonald, speaking during 
review of health department 
estimates, asked Health Minis­
ter Eric Martin if the govern­
ment is considering legislation 

H that would make it mandatory 
for doctors to report cases of i 
child abuse, and laws to protect, 

fl idoctors from libel and slander' 
in making such reports.

I have no comment at the 
. moment." Martin replied.

When pressed for an assur 
I ance that the minister recog­
nizes the problem, Martin re 

'plied: ‘‘All these things art, 
H under study day by day."

The time may come very'
] shortly when we in the legisla­
ture.must act,” said Macdonald, 
a lawyer. I

. ------- i .. ■
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Fluoridate 
Our Water,

I Parental 
Cruelty Seen 

I B.C. Problem
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Parental: 
| cruelty to children is becoming i 
j so common in B.C. that doctors & 
[ and coroners are expressing!; 
0 concern, the legislature was told g 
j Thursday.
I “Child abuse is far more| 
| common than people realize,” 

said Alex Macdonald (NDP-|
1 Vancouver East).
| He said more and morel 
I defenseless youngsters are § 
I being beaten by parents who! 
Bare either mean or mentally g 
I defective.

“Doctors and coroners in |

Gov't Urged
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The provincial 
government should be taking 
steps to provide for fluoridation 
of drinking water, Dr. Pat 
McGeer (L—Vancouver-Point 
Grey) told the legislature 
Thursday night.

The MIA. speaking during 
review of health department 
estimates, said one in three U.S. 
residents and one in six Cana­
dians drink fluoridated water.

But in B.C. only one in 251 
people drinks water that has j 
been treated with fluorides toH 
help prevent dental decay, hej: 
said.

In the state of Connecticut it| 
is mandatory that water befj 
fluoridated, McGeer said.

“The minister (Health Minis-[ 
ter Eric Martin) needs some 
guidance on this," said the[| 
MLA.

McGeer said that 14 B.C.g 
municipalities have rejected | 
fluoridation in the past two| 
years.

“When this kind of thing is g 
going on, we are moving in the| 
opposite direction to the world,” 
he said.

“Nothing but benefit comes I 
from this and we don’t seem| 
able to progress.”

He asked if the government isg 
prepared to do anything. but| 
Martin did not rep
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CABARET PROBLEM
! Bonner Eases 

Liquor Laws
Bill Wipes Out Bennett 
Minimum Fines
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'Personal Attacks'
By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Attorney-General Robert Bonner 
Thursday introduced changes in the Liquor Act to meet 
Vancouver's cabaret problem and to ease fines for 

^ people who serve drinks to minors.

He Hints at B.C. Election 
As He Defends Ministers

By IAN MicALPINE 
Sen Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA Premier W. A. C. Bennett angrily; 
Bonner’s bill, given first reading in the legislature, charged in the legislature Thursday that the opposition

'sets out a definition of cabarets and also wipes out has mounted a deliberate campaign o persona a__c |
. . on his ministers. 1. minimum fines. Durint a sudden outburst

The cabaret definition is a very broad one that Bennett dropped another broad 
allows 
Board
1°nner “ ”’•*’** leeftittontiMI of health depart­

ment spending estimates.
Health Minister Eric Martin 

had been under heavy fire from 
the opposition benches and five 
MLAs had demanded his resig­
nation. A sixth made the 
demand later

ue vauaiei ueiuiiuuii is a very uiuau une mai Bennett dropped anotner nroau 
i for later modification through Liquor Contrôlait that British Columbians are 

retaliations i- not far from a general election.

^the city has agreed to alter its 
cabaret licensing bylaw to con­

iform with the government defi­
nition and the details have still 
to be worked out.

The definition in the bill: 
“Part of an establishment or an 
establishment provided with 
special accommodation, facili-| 
ties and equipment as pre-i 
scribed by the regulations 
where, in consideration of pay­
ment therefore, food and such 
special services as may be pre­
scribed by the regulations are 
regularly furnished to the pub­
lic and liquor is served.* 

Bonner said entertainment

I
will be a key factor in approval 
of cabaret licences.
Entertainment could include 

I dancing, music or a show, he

I’ve noticed a deliberate 
campaign,” said Bennett. “First 
against one minister and then 
against another. In all the years 
I’vè been here I’ve never heard 
such attacks.

Here with the minister of

“Vancouver and ourselves will 
j work it out,” he added.

"We want to establish a fairly

(
widespread public entertain­
ment community that is of 
good and acceptable standard 
not only to local patrons but to 
tourists.”
Bonner said the licensing

I
 move will enable authorities to 
halt what he called “clandestine 
competitors” to bona fide caba-

m
iese are places which cannot

I
get a licence from the LCB but 
are now permitting under-the-

table drinking.
~ 1 said seven Vancouver

refused LCB licences will be 
reviewed by a city committee, 
but some of the 14 clubs now 
joperating which have never 
sought an LCB licence and 
probably don’t want one, could 
be closed down.

The attorney-general said 
fines for offences involving 
serving liquor to minors have 
been sharply criticized and this 
is the reason he is eliminating 
the minimums and reducing 
maximums.

At present, minors caught on 
licensed premises face a fine of 
from $50 to $300. Under the 
change, the fine would be up to 
|*150.

Bartenders or waiters who 
■serve liquor to minors are 
■hirrently liable to a fine from 

|$300 to $1,000.
This will be reduced to a 

maximum of $150.
Fines for owners of premises 

where minors are served liquor 
are now $1,000 to $4,000.

These will be limited to a 
maximum of $150 for a first 

ience and $2,000 for a subse- 
ent offence.

agriculture, the best we’ve ever 
had, then an attack on the 
attorney-general, that he should 
resign, then on the minister of 1 
education and labor, the best 
that any country ever had.

'No wonder we’re going tol 
the country. We’re not going tof 
stand for the insults am 
personal attacks on the duly ] 
elected ministers of the prov 
ince,

Opposition MLAs shouted that] 
Bennett was making 
threats.

I make no threats,” thej 
premier said. “I make commit­
ments.”

Cooling off, Bennett said: 
“And now the leader of th< 
Opposition wants to make a 
speech.”

“The only difference between 
my speech and yours is that my 
speech will be factual,” NDP 
leader Robert Strachan said.

Obviously the ministers and 
the premier are now living in 
fear and trembling. Otherwise 
they would not be so jumpy, if 
we were not getting through the 
chinks in the armor they put on 
so well.”

Strachan charged that Ben­
nett was saying the opposition j 
has no right to criticize the 
ministers — “their policies, 
their lack of policies and their: 
inability to do their jobs.”

But the Opposition leader^ si 
MLAs on his side of the ” 
will continue to point out erroi 
and weaknesses of the govef 
ment.

The premier can resent 
«, likes — he can threaten us, 
but he’ll never intimidate us/j 
Strachan said.

“We are going to continue 
expose the shallowness of thi 
government and its hoaxes m 
the people year after yer- "
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Gov't Stays Mum 
On Election Date

Opposition Goads Ministers 
In Legislature 'Con Game'

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The legislature played election games ^ 
again Friday, with the opposition trying to smoke out 
a date from the government.

rovincial Secretary Wesley
Black called it a con game.

Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van- 
couvcr East) accused the gov­
ernment of trying to goad the 
opposition into giving it an 
excuse for calling a provincial 
election. \

“This election has been plan­
ned all along,” Macdonald said. 
BLAME OPPOSITION

"You want an election this 
year and you want to blame it 
on us.”

The occasion was committee 
debate — clause by clause study 
— on the government’s Redis­
tribution Bill.

The bill was approved in 
committee stage, but still has to 
be given third and final reading. 
A vote will disclose then if 
Socred rebels, who opposed the 
bill earlier, are satisfied with an 
amendment which gives the 
Kootenays an extra seat.

The bill provides for 55 seats 
in the legislature, three more 
than at present.

Opposition MLAs, who have 
charged the government was 
gerrymandering, failed to per­
suade the government to pull 
back the bill and send it to the 

[Angus Royal Commission for 
review.
LLTERED PLAN
The government altered the 

edistribution plan proposed 
arlier by the commission, by 
living northern B.C. two extra 
eats and the Kootenays one 
nore. It also adjusted electoral 
KMindaries in Vancouver to 
reate six two-member ridings 
nstead of 12 one-MLA ridings.

Macdonald suggested that if 
he government insists on call- 
ng an election, it should get 
new recommendations from the 
Angus commission and call a 
special session of the legislature 
to approve them later in the 
year.

Then the election could be) 
based on new boundaries drawn 
up impartially, he said.

Opposition leader Robert! 
Strachan tangled with Black 
over a section of the bill which 
changes the legal rules for a 
by election.

Normally a byelection would 
have to be held early this year 

fill the vacancy caused '

December by the death of North 
Okanagan Socred George Me- ..*? 
Leod. The bill allows the 
government to wait until Nov­
ember or leave the seat vacant , 
until there is a general election, j 
whichever is sooner.

Strachan said this means a 
general election is planned.
NO INFORMATION

“I have no information from 
any source or anyone about an | 
election.” Black replied.

When Strachan pressed the 
point, Black refused to answer.

Black said the opposition 
was playing a con game. He 
said the opposition was pursuing | 
a course of personal abuse at^ 
the session.

Liberal leader Ray Perrault jL 
said the redistribution had be- ; 
come a comic opera because of 
all the changes made by the 
government.

He said Premier W. A. C ; | 
Bennett might suddenly decide 
to add another two or three | 
seats next week.

“It’s like a bingo game.” said |
John Squire (NDP—Albemi).

“It’s like double or nothing,”} 
added Perrault.

Attorney-General Robert Bon-| 
ner said the redistribution plan j 
was as good as could be

100,000 
Use Private 
Forest Roads

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Forest com- ■ 

panics opened their private 
roads to more than 100,0001 
British Columbians last year, a 
legislative committee was told1 
Friday.

The program of allowing the 
general public on to private 
lands worked out well generally, 
but there was a problem of 
theft and vandalism, five firmsi 
said in briefs reviewing the *- 
program, which started in I960.-.

MacMillian, Bloedel and 
Powell River Co. reported that 
56,861 people travelled over its 
3,016 miles of logging roads to 
fish, hunt, pick berries and 
sightsee.

Crown Zellerbach Ltd. said'1 
about 27,000 people used its 
roads, and another 24,000 travel­
led over roads owned by 
Canadian Forest Products Ltd.

Most of the roads are on1 
Vancouver Island.

MB&PR said chain saws, 
tools, fire extinguishers, gaso- >• 
line and other equipment were y 
stolen. t ,v

In one incident, a hunter’s 
bullet struck a guy wire on a 
spar tree. The company said if[; 
the damage had not been 
noticed the wire could have 
snapped, killing workmen.

A 1.700-acre fire at Kelsey 
Bay last fall, started by a 
hunter. cost the company} 
$15,000 to suppress and destroy- j 
ed 27 million board feet of,

$ "
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expected.
NOT BAD DEAL 

I It gives 26 seats to the Lower 
| Mainland, he said — “not a bad 
representation when you have 
much of that whole area also 
served by municipal govern­
ment.”

Dr. Pat McGeer (L.—Point 
I Grey) said adding seats in the 
(North and Kootenays had de­
stroyed the electoral balance 
achieved by the royal commis­
sion.

It had made the new two- 
member riding of Point Grey| 

ï equal in the number of voters to 
| the seven proposed ridings of; 
K a s 1 o - Revelstoke, Columbia 
River, Nortn Peace, Omineca, 
Prince Rupert and Skeena.

John TisdaUe (SC—Saanich), 
who earlier said he would 

| oppose the bill on third reading, 
i did a turnabout. He said he hadj 
decided to support it because 

I the general public did not seem 
I concerned and had not com-

Hydro to Consider 
End of Rail Spur

| Elimination of a B.C. Hydro 
j railway sour through Burnaby’s 
I Central Park will be considered 
J by comoany directors.

Resources Minister Ray Wil-j 
(liston. who is also a director ofi 
I B.C. Hydro, has agreed to raise) 
the matter with the comnany at 

[the request of the park's de­
velopment committee.
; Committee chairman Ebbie 
Bowering reported to a commit- 

jtee meeting Thursday that he, 
has received written agreement I 
(from Williston to raise the! 
matter with B.C. Hydro.

I “This is the first positive 
j progress we have made towards

elimination of this railway,” | 
commented Bowering.

The railway right-of-way, I 
about 150 feet wide, cuts across 1 
the northeast corner of the park! 
which is being developed jointly J 
by Burnaby and Vancouver.

The committee accepted a low I 
bid of $14.690 by Terra Irriga-a 
tion Ltd. of Burnaby for con-j 
struction of an irrigation system! 
in the park’s 18-hole, 24-acre, | 
pitch and putt course now under J 
construction.

Only other bid received was! 
from G. J. Plumbing and I 
Heating Ltd. of Vancouver fori 
$19,412.
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James NESBITT
VICTORIA—when Premier W. A. C. Bennett is 

out of the house for long spells, as he has been of late, 
everyone wonders what he’s dreaming up in the quiet 
of his big office that looks out over the capital’s 
Inner Harbor scene of beauty and bustle.

For instance, one day he went into seclusion, and then 
bobbed back into the house to announce two seats in Colum­
bia riding, so as to placate two of his backbench rebels, 
though he didn't admit the latter, of course.

Mr. Bennett never lets on in public that he ever figures 
out anvthing on a political basis.

As far as he's concerned it’s 
always what's best for the people, 
or that’s what he says for public 
consumption. That’s his theme 
song, and, rigidly, he stays with 
the tunc.

This session is nearing its end, 
but anything could happen before 
prorogation day, anything except 
an announcement by the premier 
of an election date.

The rest of the session depends 
on which of the premier's dreams 
he chooses to make come true, 
and take form in the way of last- 
minute legislation.

It’s this last-minute stuff that really makes a shambles 
of the legislature.

MLAs take opposite views of the premier’s absences.
Oppositionists are sure he’s hatching sinister plots against 
them and the oeople. • v
government men are suret without them British Colum- government jams 

the premier s formulating bia would fall flat on its face, tion to Ae dvine hours ■
wise and statesmanlike poli- The oremier ahvivs savs n v ■ * •„/ug ,rs' llpipe «U., u-m , Jnc Prcmier always sa>s Oppositionists will then prolongCies that Will redound to the li*c fhp government thaï cplç ,l , • « i ., i, ■henefit nf aii m,«n hie 1 5 me -0'ernmeni inai seis the dying hours, and that s all 1benefit of all, even his politi- the legislative opening day, there is to it
w“eKh^»,r/‘7y,f h") ,hal its thc opposilion Perhaps, on the other hand.
!hpP nSr»miir'b d ou,t, °,f which rules when prorogation the Premier stays out of the I
the. premiLer s_ehalr._s° that day will tome. house in the hope of speeding. ’ :

This is true to a very great the session. When he’s there, ' 
extent, but when last-minute oppositionists waste time try- ; j 
legislation comes rolling in, ing to needle him, and he’s 
what’s the poor opposition always up against an almost |

ilacM

NESBITT

v5 ? "kV*;

legisTa*-1*

| British Columbia may be 
saved from Social Credit 
ruination,

I only know, though in no
■ detail, that the premier
I v always dreams his dreams,
■ and plans his plans with one 

definite thought in mind—the 
perpetuation of himself and

| his Social Creditors in office,
because he s convinced that be no opposition silence if the tic a 1.

& f

NEWS TO YOU - Victoria 
Socred Waldo Skillings, who 
got nailed by fellow Socred 
William Speare for shooting 
from the lip in the Legislature 
this week, has been even ' 
more outspoken outside the 

| House. A debate that started 
on TV with Liberal Pat 

1 McGeer ended in a hotel room 
: with Waldo screaming that 
McGeer wanted more money 
for UBC so that he could get ; 
a personal raise in pay. Waldo : 
then blurted, “You were near- i 
ly fired for your political 
activity but (UBC president ) 
Macdonald saved your job.’’ | 
McGeer, who probably takes 
home less pay than any high- 
ly-qualified doctor in B.C. de- i 
spite his job at UBC and his ! 

1 political stipend, blew his 
stack and demanded a written 
apology. The exchange took 

i place in front of at least 10 
1 people. Waldo was slightly 

.J wrong. Not even the govern- 
’ ment would get a UBC prof 
| fired for political activity. But j 
j shortly after McGeer’s sue- ! 

cessful anti-government cam­
paign in a Point Grey byelec­
tion a move was made tor 

I block his promotion from 
assistant to associate profes- 
sor and his appointment as 

* director of the Kinsmen Lab.Igoing to do? Sit in stunned compulsive temptation to ' M 
silince? spring up and make a loud, jj&f* I jror sharne!

The premier hopes so, but political speech — and while 
In this he usually fails. it's always first-class enter-

The opposition rallies when tainment. it’s usuallv time- : W-Wmf- sHMPW 
It deems it necessary; there’ll consuming, and mostlvjûiy

ÊÊÊÊÊmÊÈÈt^mmr mat
Time to Jump the Traces

The public hearings into mining in 
Istrathcona Park will have been largely 
I meaningless unless the special legislative 
(committee oversteps its terms of refer- 
lence, dares the wrath of Recreation 
■Minister Kiernan, and translates what it 
Ihas learned into some sort of guidelines 
|to control park exploitation in general.

It can, of course, recommend stiff con- 
|trois for the operation at Buttle Lake; 
| it could hardly do less. But it is in a most 
1 frustrating position. It was presented 
I with what amounted to a fait accompli 
land it hardly can do better than make 
|the best of a bad job.

However it can be assumed that the 
I committee has learned a good deal that 
«can and should be applied to the whole 
| park-industry picture.

The first lesson learned, surely, is that 
I the time to curb exploitation is before, 
I not after, private enterprise has spent 
I millions of dollars within a park’s bound- 
Jaries. The second, just as surely, is that 
[pollution, grievous enough when it fouls 
lits own industrial nest, is a tragedy com- 
I pounded when inflicted on parkland 
«supposedly pledged to all people in pér­

ît would, understandably, be painfull 
for this government-dominated commit-1 
tee to tick off its masters. There already! 
are signs that members are torn between! 
what they know is right and what thep 
cabinet clearly expects—a welcome mats 
for parkland industry. Now that Mr. I 
Kiernan has dismissed suggestions that! 
the government buy up timber or min­
eral alienations in remaining parkland, | 
members might even feel the whole sub-ji 
ject to be academic.

It isn’t. Mr. Kieman’s argument is I 
faulty. He cites the $11 million already! 
invested in the Strathcona Park mine, I 
and the probable total appraisal of $301 
to $40 million, as an example of the sort! 
of money the government would have to I 
pay for acquisition. Of course the govern-1 
ment hasn’t got that sort of money toi 
buy up one claim. That is why it should! 
lie told—and from whom better than this! 
legislative committee—to buy up claims I 
and rights before a prohibitive price tag| 
can be put on them.

The real challenge to this committee I 
is to prevent the history of Buttle Lake! 
from repeating itself. Its best recom-f 
mendation would be one guaranteeing it| 
would never sit again.
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MET IN 1940

Shelford 
Catches 
Royal Eye
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - The rugged 
rancher from Wistaria had a 
royal reunion here Saturday.

When Queen Mother Elizabeth 
met MLAs in the flower-be­
decked legislative chamber 
there was one in particular who 
caught her eye.

“Didn’t I meet you before,” 
she asked Cyril Shelford, the 
Socred member for northern 
Omineca riding.

“Yes, in an army hospital,” , 
the 44-year-old Shelford replied. '

• : '

m
wm

Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The legislature 
Monday decided Vancouver city 
policemen have adequate rights 
of appeal against dismissal as 
long as they are granted legal 
counsel

The right to counsel, MLAs 
decided, is provided for 
existing police commission regu­
lations.

The House accepted a report 
to this effect from its private 
bills committee.

The committee threw out a 
Vancouver Police Union bid to 
amend the City Charter, 
ensuring appeals against dis 
missal to the provincial Labor 
Relations Board as well as to a 
judge.

But the committee did vote to 
return to the union the $13000 
deposit it paid when it applied 

the charter change
13 MLAs on the

.V

MARCH 21. 1966

S -
Jpp- . .-'..w-i -..... ... —

■ When they met the royal;

' 9
visitor, MLAs’ wives curtsied, 
and the men shook hands—with i 
one exception. Waldo Skillings,
the Socred from Victoria, did a
little curtsey as well.

Shelford reminded the Queen
Mother they met in 1940 at
Bramshot army hospital near
Aldershot, Eng.

“She had quite a chat with
me then,”- he recalled. “I told
her I was from Wistaria.”

“She said ‘my husband and I
went all across Canada — but 
where’s that?’ ”

Shelford’s home town is the
tiny farm community near ; 
Burns Lake.

The Queen Mother told High­
ways Minister Phil Gaglardi he

•
built “beautiful roads,” she 
joked with Alex Macdonald 
(NDP — Vancouver East) and
she thanked Works Minister W. 
N. Chant for the decorations on 
the Parliament Buildings. /

' j TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 1966

JhibhihbiihR^wR
r't Decides City Police 

Have Full Appeal Rights

II

committee, Alex Macdonald i that policemen were entitled to| 
(NDP-Vancouver East) said he legal counsel under existing 
feels the present appeal system : regulations, although the union 
is inadequate. At present, be ... vl A tha.said, appeals, heard by a judge. told ML~ ** ^
consist only of a review of! members were not given this 
police commission decisions. i consideration.

“The judge can only review The committee also rejected a 
whether the police commission biii wbjch would have set up a 
acted in a proper manner, he1 special act granting professional 
can’t make a new' finding,’’ status to the professional engi- 
M action aid said. neers in B.C.

Alex Matthew (SC-Vancouver The committee said in its t 
Centre) and chairman of the report that there was insuffi- .ç 
committee, said he agreed with Lient support for the bill from 
Macdonald, but he had to abide within the profession and from | 
by the majority decision of the allied gr0Ups. *
committee members. a similar bill giving a pro-

Gordon Dowding (NDP-Bur- feSsinoal status to radiologists 
naby) said other committee was also rejected, 
members had seemed tobein „, TUr\Kl
agreement that existing appeal / A Ll\ A I nUrl 
measures were inadequate, but IZ^
were not in a position to change ÇQ/NG 5 7KUNv
the charter amendment pro­
posed by the union.

However, the committee felt
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — The legisla­
ture went into its eighth week ! 
Monday with no indication i 
that the annual political talk­
athon is about to unwind.

There had been high hopes , 
the current session, which be- 

i gan Jan. 27. would end by 
Friday or Saturday. But ] 
MLAs now are more fre- i 
quenlly predicting proroga­
tion next week, possibly on ] 
Wednesday.



'Too Many Given 
Police Records'

Bonner Defends Bill to Permit 
Lifting Licences Without Charges

By IAN MacALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Attorney-General Robert Bonner told 
the legislature Monday the police should be given 
greater freedom to maintain law and order without for­
mally charging individuals with offences.

| VICTORIA 
Uli balked at

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 1966

He urged Bonner to watch for - 
abuses by the police under the " 
new provincial section.

John Squire (NDP—Alberni) II 
cautioned Bonner, to keep con- •• 
fidential any information about | 
drivers who have their keys 
taken away by police.

“I know the insurance com­
panies,” he said. “This will be 
an excuse for them to raise the 
premiums on someone who has 
had his keys taken away. That 
information should be strictly | 
confidential." -1 1

v.

Sun

Law Gives 
Alcoholics 
Court Break

m.

He made the statement as 
MLAs gave approval in princi­
ple to a bill that will allow 
officers to suspend drivers’ 
licences of motorists suspected 
of being borderline impaired 
drivers for up to 24 hours.'

No charges are to be laid * 
against drivers who have their j 
licences lifted. The intent of the j 
legislation is to get drinking ! 
drivers off the road.

BILL DEFENDED

OUT OF LINE
Bonner said too many people 

In B.C. and in Canada are being 
given police records.

"Our rate of prosecutions is 
very high and really out of line 
with comparable experience ii 
the United Kingdom,’’ he said.

“It seems to me we should 
deliberately seek methods of 
securing public order short of 
the easy methods which are 
available by prescribing 
offences.”

Something should be done to 
permit police officers to exer­
cise greater jurisdiction short 
of charging people, he said. 
WAY OF LIFE 

Bonner added: “I'm con- 
i cerned with the extent to which 
! : charging has become part of 

the Canadian way of life. It’s 
far too easy to take up a young 

g|| person by charging him with 
hitch-hiking or to cause a young 

M person to have a record as a 
juvenile delinquent because he 
may not have a licence for his

' jconsidered 
(liberties, 
j “I don’t

Previous protests that the 
new section, one of several 
Motor Vehicle Act changes, is 
an infringement on civil liber­
ties were shot down by seven 
opposition and government 
iMLAs who spoke on second!
‘ reading of the bill Monday.

Liberal leader Ray Perrault 
said applicants for driver’s® 
licences have to submit to 
physical tests to determine their 
competence and that is not 
considered a violation of civil!

bicycle.
“This is setting too many 

: | people off on the wrong direc-
and as legislators we 

should be turning our minds to 
Mme new approaches in this

“This is why I was anxious to 
see this legislation introduced, 
not in the form of an offence, 
but in a form permitting police 
officers to be judicially firm 
with people whom they wish not 

I to see fall into trouble or 
disrepute.”

Bonner agreed with observa­
it the new law giving 
discretionary powers in 
g driver cases could be 

(abused.
I would anticipate that as 

(breathalyzer equipment is made 
available, road surveillance will 
be in the hands of only those 
iwho have special instructions in 
how this section is to be 

said.

think it is wrong to 
demand that when people take;! 
cars and motorcycles onto the; 
highways that they bé free of! 
alcohol in their blood,” he

EMERGENCY
Perrault said the alarming j 

accident rate in B.C. is an 
emergency that demands im­
mediate action.

"You’re substituting a police­
man for the courts, and that’s I 
wrong,” cut in Gordon Dowdingj 
(NDP—Burnaby).

“I’m not suggesting this is a| 
perfect measure,” replied Per­
rault.” It’s a stopgap measure! 
until we get action at the | 
federal level.”

Ernie LeCours (SC—Delta)! 
said the drinking driver is asj 
dangerous as a person who fires j 
a rifle in a residential area.

He said, however, that the! 
proposed 24-hour suspension; 
period should be changed to 12 ï 
hours.

Randolph Harding (NDP— j 
Kaslo-Slocan) said the breath- \ 
alyzer testing should be compul­
sory.

The bill does not require a 
person to submit to a breath ! 
test. But to get back their ] 
driver’s licences during the 24- 
hour suspension period, people 
will have to take a test to prove 
that their blood alcohol content! 
is under .08 per cent.

Both Harding and Dave Bar-1 
rett (NDP—Dewdney) said the 
government should bring in 
laws requiring safety features] 
on automobiles.

Harry McKay (L—Femie)| 
said the federal government] 
should pass a law making it 
compulsory for drinking drivers 
to take breathalyzer tests and 
the provinces should lift licences 
of offenders for — a good long 
time.”

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A new law 

§ which gives the courts power to 
porder treatment of alcoholics 
^instead of sending them to jail 
»' was given a speedy second 

reading in the legislature Mon- 
; ! day.

An amendment to the Sum- 
| mary Convictions Act allows the 
I courts to sentence chronic alco- 
I holies to from one to 12 months 
[' treatment in an institution, or to 
[ give them a suspended sentence; 
I on condition they obtain treat- 
\ ment.

A chronic alcoholic is defined 
:jin the law as someone guilty of 
J three or more previous offences 
| or anyone who needs treatment 
| in the opinion of a magistrate.

Attorney-General Robert Bon- 
iiner, sponsor of the law, said 

B.C.’s Alouette River treatment 
unit has a very high rate of 
-success in handling alcoholic 
| offenders.

In its first year of operation,: 
he said, a check on a seven- 
month period showed 35 per 

'cent of those released had not 
: I been convicted of another 
offence.
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MARTIN SHIFTS| 
NTO NEUTRALl

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Health Minis-1 

| ter Eric Martin refused to say I 
jj Monday whether he is in favor I g of fluoridation of B.C. drink-| 

ng water.
i non-answer came in re-1 

gsponsVto a plea from Dr. Pat I 
I McGeer (t>^RoinlGrey) for a I 
I clear statementflhtf would! 
I provide leadership iinpn im-( 
| portant health field.

“This is amazing,Mc-| 
| Geer said. “Public 1 
j jficials recommend something I 
Ibut he himself must remain I 
I neutral. How on earth could | 
| we ever get anything done?”

By FRANK Rl/TTE 
Sun Victoria Bureai 

VICTORIA—A united 
I Credit majority rammed 
It ribution through the Iegi: 
I Monday night.

Not a single Socred 
I against the bill reappor 
I seats in the legislator 
I though four previously 
I cated they would do so.

The bill, which boost 
| seats in the house from 
■ 55, was given third anc 
I reading by a vote of 26 

j *Only royal assent froi
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MLAs Want Curb 
On S PC A Powers

Sun Victoria Bureau (NDP—Vancouver East) object-it
| VICTORIA — MLAs Monday ed to blanket power being given 
j balked at a bill giving wide SPCA officials to draw up regu t™

SPCA T.

■ powers to the Society of Pre- lations and bylaws.
1 vention of Cruelty to Animals IDEA DISTASTEFUL 
Band Attorney-General Robert “The idea that the 
if Bonner tossed it to a committee'should act as its own lawmaker!
W to handle. and law enforcer is to me dis-
3 Bonner’s decision came after tasteful.” said Dowding. 
s both government and opposition “Those presently in control)
& members protested the bill would seem to have unlimited ; 
llmade it too easy for the SPC A power to do what they wish! | 
g to destroy animals. w ithout any say for the mem-
j The bill was a consolidation bership.” said Turner.

5jof five existing laws concern- Bonner said the powers MLAs 
* ing the SPCA, dating back to protested were actually already 
11895. scattered through the five ex-
> One of the most contentious isting and overlapping SPCA 

-. sections of the new bill says laws.
the SPCA may sell or “dispose (However a check of the most >

^ of” _ in other words destroy recent one in the 1960 statute Ejajfcj
B— an animal after giving only book showed the society hadj 
511 three days notice to its owner, the power only to destroy ani- 

‘ ^DI1?^rc mais which were diseased be -
PRICE OBJECTS yond cure, injured so badly E

ji Bert Price (SC—Vancouver they coul^ not be led away or'
W?} Burrard ) said he took great ex- for any useful purpose.” )|

ception to that section. Bonner agreed with a sugges t;
|| “It wil be a real shame and tion by Dowding that the whole| 

disgrace if any organization is matter be referred to a legis-j: 
given such power.” Price said. |ativc committee for study and 

Sj The animal’s owner might be hearings attended by SPCA of-;
88 away when the three-day notice facials.

was delivered, he said. The legislature endorsed Bon-
M& Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur- nefs motion to refer the bill to 

and Arthur Turner the private büls committee

BY BENNETT

Socred 
Praises 
Sung

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Premier W. A.
. Bennett kept the provincial . 

election pot boiling Monday with 
a prediction of Social Credit vie- L 
tory.

Bennett praised B.C. Hydro 
and his government’s policies in 
general during second reading ; 
of a bill which is aimed at ^ 
sewing up the Crown agency's 
legal status.

The bill, which was approved • 
in principle, declares that all j 
acts of Hydro in the past four j 
years arc legal, although there!

some doubt about past ; ^ 
legislation being completely j 
correct.

Bennett said only 
to clear up certain legal aspects
nC U n Ilv-Hvr. ”

the

;

the bill is Ml

naby)

of B.C. Hydro
“It is the last round in me v, 

take-over battle,” said Liberal j 
leader Ray Perrault, referring • 
to the court dispute over the t ■ 
government's seizure of the l 
B.C.Electric Co. in 1961.

Then Bennett took off:
“We used to say the shining 

jewel in the Crown was the 
Pacific Great Eastern Rail-1 
way.” he said. “But this) 
(Hydro) is the great diamond of 
this government.

“The people supported us in j : 
twr elections. They’ll continue 
to support us because this 
creates the great development 
of this province.

I i
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Redistribution Bill Passes, 
Three Seats Added to House

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

Gov. George Pearkes b now rc Strachan made a vain attempt StrarKt^ moïioïï was to' 
vtrwiD., . quircd for the bill to become to sidetrack the hill bv refer- rc,er lhc government changes
VICTORIA A united Social law and in effect for the next rj , ;back to the commission with

Credit majority rammed redis- provincial election. s me Angus royal com .instructions for a return with!
tribution through the legislature Three of the four former missIon' bul thls was defeated recommendations within 3oj 
Monday night. Socred rebels were absent when, ^.V 26 to 13. jdays.

Not a single Socred voted the roll was called — Jim Cha- Strachan said the government The latest change — additionl
against the bill reapportioning bot of Columbia, Don Robinson j had made substantial changes of the Kootenay seat — was[f
seats in the legislature, al- of Lillooet and........ H John Tisdalle

I though four previously indi of Saanich 
I cated they would do so. The fourth. Arvid Lundell of

The bill, which boosts the • Revelstoke, voted with the gov 
I seats in the house from 52 to! emment.
155, was given third and final Frank Calder (NDP—Atlin) 
j reading by a vote of 26 to 15. also voted with the government. 

*Only royal assent from Lt.-j Opposition leader Robert

the redistribution plan re- made by Premier W. A. C. 
commended by the commission Bennett last week, 
for 52 seats. What was to have been one

The government added two ,^sl n®w [''ding of Columbia 
seats in the north, one in the , v®r has bcen split into two 
Kootenays and doubled up 12 l°ber' .callfd Kaslo-Revelstoke 
Vancouver city ridings into six -rPium'?ia ^lver- 
two-member constituencies.

■gtôk fi : ..,'1
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Of Oil, Gas Urged
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Opposition leader Robert Strachan 
moved Monday to bring into effect a 1940 act of the 
legislature which would allow the provincial government 
to take over B.C.’s oil and gas industry.

The 1940 law has never been---------------------------------------- -
used. It was passed by the McGeer introduced another 
legislature but one clause said,it!opposition bill, this one amend-! 
would not come into effect until in8 the Municipal Act to allow[

, . , . ., , , . „ . approval of fluoridation votes by •proclaimed by the cabmet. That a straight majority _ over ^
proclamation has not been per cent instead of the present! 
made. 60 per cent.

Strachan introduced a bill He said this would make it| 
Monday which would repeal the easier for municipalities to 
proclamation section. This!flu„orida„‘e their water suPPlies

Petroleum Sales bro°k) proposed an amendment 
to the Holidays Act which would 
ensure that all employees in 
B.C. were eligible for three 
weeks holiday after five years.

the original 
Act into law.

The act allows the govern­
ment to take over refineries, 
pipelines, and to retail oil and 
gas products.

SBÉ
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■ .

would have the effect of making

AFTER BLOCKADE
It was originally passed under 
wartime government shortly 

after oil companies staged a 10- 
day blockade on B.C. by with­
holding supplies to the province. 
At that time the Supreme Court 
of Canada issued a ruling

Replied Martin:consider legislation.
Point Grey Liberal Dr. Patj advisers recommend that sew 

age lagoons are perfectly safe
He said the only way they 

could be wiped out was by 
municipal referendum for new 
sewage systems.

TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 1966

Provincial Control

Leo Nimsick (NDP — Cran-

‘Our health

Sewage
Lagoons
Defended

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Sewage lagoons I

declaring the provincial govern- arc perfectly safe, healthy 
ment had the power to regulate fixtures on the B.C. scene, says j 
gas and oil prices. Health Minister Eric Martin.

Strachan introduced a second There are 40 such lagoons] 
bill Monday which would force scattered across the province, j 
full disclosure of all interest, ■ Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur- 
carrying or other extra charges j naby) informed the legislature ] 
on any credit deal involving al Monday.
sale of more than $50. ! “What does the minister knowji

about sewage lagoons and whatg 
AMEND ACT is he doing about them?"

The New Democratic Party Dowding asked, 
leader pu ta similar bill to the “These sleepy lagoons are al 
house in 1963, but agreed to Permanent fixture," added Dr. ML™ 
witdraw it when Attorney-^at McGeer (L—Point Grey), j HI 
General Robert Bonner prom- “What, are vou doing abouti SSI 
ised the government would ̂ hem?"
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MLA Who Led Gas Battle 
Happy With Probe Findings V" • :>s‘<

vWmSe£ i

____■■■■■■■I
By IAN MacALPINE 

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The man who'

; , went to bat single-handed in a 
. 1 fight for fairer gas prices for 

rj*. motorists, said Tuesday he is‘ 
'^generally pleased with the find- 
5 -f ings of the Morrow Royal 
' Commission on gas prices in

b.c.
“I certainly think it is a step1 

in the right direction," said : 
Cyril Shelford, after County 
Court Judge Charles W. Mor- 

•' v row’s 164-page report was 
tabled in the legislature.

Shelford, the outspoken Social 
fifljCredit MLA for Omineca, had 
; v! long pressed for an inquiry into 

ÜSBftwhat he said were inequitable 
•; gas prices in the province.

His threat to bolt Socred I 
ranks just before the 1963 

IB general election unless action, • 
Ito was taken led to the govern- 

ment’s appointment of the royal 
• ‘5- : commission.

The rugged rancher from 
remote Wistaria then turned his 
full attention to the year and a 
half of hearings, often facing j 
batteries of top city lawyers ; 
representing the big oil com- j 
panics.

He delved deeply into his | 
personal funds to conduct his s j 
crusade and maintained a hectic | 
pace that once put him in bed g 
with pneumonia.

To get to the 40-odd hearings | 
he attended, it was not unusual | 
for Shelford to work his ranch 
during the day, catch a bus for F™ 
Vancouver at supper time, and. : 
ride all night to attend an I 
afternoon hearing in Vancou-1 
ver.

Then he would board a return ! j 
bus in the city at supper time 
after the hearing, ride all night § 

lack to his ranch

time for the next day’s chores.
While he admits he didn’t1;

: score on all points, he considers : 
some of Commissioner Mor­
row’s recommendations a major 
victory.

“One thing I should have liked 
to have seen in the report is one 
wholesale price. This was a: 

«very necessary measure so that: 
all service station operators buy : 
at one price,” said Shelford.

“At the present time Simp- 
jsons-Sears can buy at 14.9 
cents a gallon and across the 
road they have to pay 25.9 : 
cents. This to me is unfair; 
competition where one station l 
has to pay 11 cents more at the 
wholesale level than the other 
station," he said.

But Shelford said he is happy 
that Commissioner Morrow 
urged government intervention _ 
in the industry unless the 
companies take corrective steps 
voluntarily.

“This report is directed 
squarely at the industry and if 
they don’t accept the responsi­
bility of giving the people of. 
British Columbia a fair deal in 
many of the things that he 
recommends then of course it 
will be up to the government to 
step in and either place them 
under the Public Utilities Com­
mission or proclaim the Petro­
leum Sales Act."

The Petroleum Sales Act 
gives the government power to 
engage in the petroleum indus-1 jj 
try, but the statute, passed in 
1940, has never been pro- j 
claimed.

Shelford said the industry j, , 
should be given time to impie-K 1 
ment changes as recommended 
by the commission.

“They argued many times |a 
before the commission that if»* 
there was anything wrong then

JSl

K

K
the machinery was there that § 
they could correct it. So I would j 
suggest they start correcting it 
right now," he said.

NDP leader Robert Strachan 
said the Morrow report makes ÜH8 
recommendations that will bring 
improvement to the gas price 
situation if they are imple- 

j mented.
“The oil industry have in the , 

past shown themselves little 
concerned with public opinion so 
I doubt that any changes 
brought about in the oil industry h: 
will be of lasting duration,” he 
added.

“It is my opinion that only the 
full implementation of the 
Petroleum Sales Act will bring 
real change in the oil industry 
of B.C. and real benefit to the 

; motorist," he said.
Liberal leader Ray Perrault i " 

said his party hopes it will not! > 
be necessary to resort to any ! xf'\ 
enlargement of section three of 
the act, which gives the govern- §9 
ment power to engage in thehgE|l 
petroleum industry, or to any ,’»

__ amendments of the Public Utili- ;yh- 
ties Act.

He said some of the commis- !
I sion’s recommendations are 
| controversial and it will be in­
teresting to see whether the gas __ 

land oil industry is prepared to! :
. ; accept them.

“Our members have not had 
full opportunity to study the 
Morrow report, consequently we 
are unwilling to pronounce 
judgment on it at this early 
time,” Perrault said.

Attorney-General Robert Bon­
ner said the initial onus is on 
the industry to consider their 

| marketing policies.
He would not comment on the 

proposal to implement the 
Petroleum Sales Act.

I Co-operation 
j Urged With 
I Healers

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A Socred MLA 

| Tuesday objected to a bill which 
3 he said prevents doctors from 
I co-operating with naturopaths 
j and chiropractors.

Bert Price, (Vancouver-Bur- 
Irard), told the legislature it was 
I wrong to limit such co-opera- 
! tion.
g He protested a section of 
I bill amending the Medical Act, 
1 which strengthens regulations 
I imposed on doctors by the 
I College of Physicians and Sur- 
I geons of B.C.

section prohibits doctors 
from practising in partnership, I 
contract, or business association g 
with any person not qualified to I 
practise medicine, surgery, orp 
midwifery.

Doctors who violate this are I 
liable to a fine of from $100 to j 
$250 and to lose their licences. j 

•I don’t think this should bei; 
done,” Price said. “If a doctor |j 
sees fit to co-operate with 
chiropractor, naturopath or one I 
of the other trained people ini 
healing, he should be able to dog

««It’s an imposition on the | 
members (of the college) and; 
an imposition on the general gj
public.” „

But Price had no answer tog 
his plea to Health Minister Eric j 
Martin to change the bill and it I 
was approved on a voice vote, y 
Price remaining silent.

Tnew CENTRE 

iMEN NOD
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Health Minis- 
’ ter Eric Martin said Tuesday a 
| he has approved plans for a Î] 

University of B.C. health j 
sciences centre so construe- §

1 tion can meet a summer g 
] deadline.

The Woodward Foundation J 
| has made available a $4.5 \ 
\ million bequest for the centre, j 
| provided construction begins | 
j in July.

The first unit of the centre jj
2 will include psychiatric clini- 
! cal facilities.
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Prober Asks Cuts 
In Gasoline Prices

Gov't Would Enforce Controls 
If Industry Failed to Act

By IAN MacALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The provincial government should |- 
move to regulate the petroleum industry if the com-j 

- panies don’t voluntarily lower gasoline prices and 
■; abandon marketing policies that give them control over j. 
E|j retail outlets, a royal commission recommended p

-Tuesday.
The action was urged in theI

. 164 page report of the commis­
sioner. Judge Charles W. Mor- 

$? row. tabled in the legislature by 
jgt! Provincial Secretary Wesley 

- jÇll Black
>*. CUT DIFFERENTIAL 

; After a year and a half of 
hearings, the commissioner rec­
ommended: ,

The five-cent differential be- * 
| tween the wholesale prices of

1
 premium and regular gas 
should be dropped two cents 
gallon at a cost 
panies of $2 million 
! The mark-up of gas should bel 

| about the same throughout the 
province to eliminate unfair 
high prices that exist in some 
areas

A cash discount for drivers 
h who pay cash for gas, so the 
cost of credit is borne only by;j 
credit card holders.

No more service stations 
Kj should be built for at least fivej 

Jj years.
gsgji An immediate end to consign-^
'I;■<' ment selling, which unfairly*}

: allows the supplier to set the
k. gas price.

•„ Complete separation of the 
1 jobber and retailer.

Sale of tankwagon gas tof 
; independent major brand} 
dealers at two cents a gallon1 
less than to lessee operators.

Provisions to allow service^, 
station operators to repay loans^ 
from suppliers any time after?' 
five years so the operator can| 
buy gas wherever he wants.
CLUB OVER HEADS 

The commissioner’s report! 
places the onus for action | 
squarely on the petroleum in-| 
dustry.

But it also holds a club overg 
the heads of the companies.

“If these changes are notg 
implemented within a reason-1 
able time, I would recommend|| 
that Section 3 of the Petroleum Ij 
Sales Act . . . be enlarged andj 

g the act proclaimed,” the com-| 
mission said.

“Regulations could then 
promulgated td enforce such <___ 
the foregoing as the (cabinet)! 
deems advisable,” he said, I 
adding:

“Alternatively, consideration I 
be given to suitable!

amendments to the Public Utili-| 
ties Act.

The Petroleum Sales Act,| 
passed in 1940 but never pro- 
claimed, would give the govern- f; 
ment power to engage in the! 

|H| petroleum industry-
| In an interview after the! 

Nj report was released, the com-1 
.k 'iT/v? missioner said he is not propos-1

g
gp ing the government should enter! 
£ the gas business.

I (He said he is suggesting it I 
.•0£g* should if necessary pass andg 

fflEgffl enforce regulations.)a*year. ^ ' MARK UP UNFAIR
Morrow found that the pres-1 

ent high retail mark-up of gas| 
in some areas is unfair.

There is little or no reason for| 
this and the mark-up should be| 

ÿ j about the same throughout then 
province, he said.

? He said that consignment sell-1 
Bing also is unfair and those| 

agreements should be with-f 
drawn immediately.

Dealers enjoy the advantagep 
of not having to pay for their | 
bulk supplies until all the gas is y 
'sold.

'The disadvantage to the 
public is that the companies are 

! setting the price in what 
! constitutes a very large area of 
B.C. and regardless of the views 
held by the theorists this fact 
emerge^, that the dealers have 
'no say in what , the price is 
going to be,” the commissioner 
said.

6LOSE INDEPENDENCE
“Also I cannot follow the 

argument that dealers are inde­
pendent under consignment,” he 
padded. “There is no doubt in my 
imind that when they are 
operating under consignment 
there is a loss of independence 
that the ordinary dealer en­
joys.”

The commission report saidl

I
 that B.C. has more gasoline | 
outlets than required.
This results in an excessive! 
quantity of resources being | 
employed in the distribution of| 
gas.

"The oil companies have! 
invested considerable sums of| 
money not only in lessee-1 
operated service stations but! 
also in advances to indepen-| 

dents.
“Bearing in mind the low! 

1 average gas sales of many of|

- •

'
■■ ■

lessee dealers and of

(
independents financed by oil !
companies, my view is that 

[.there is over-investment in 
I retail facilities,” said the com- ; 

missioner.
j FULL DIVORCE

He added that complete . ., 
divorce of the jobber and, 

l/V retailer is something to be 
I desired but will take a long 
I time to accomplish.

Kf “I believe the subsidization of 
the lessee-operated outlets is 

, against the public interest and

I
 constitutes an unfair practice at 
the wholesale level,” he said.

Judge Morrow said the tank­
-wagon price to independent 

major brand dealers should be 
^T. itwo cents less than the price to j 

fj lessee operators.
The effect of this lowering 

f should not be negated by the oil 
^companies lowering rents paid 

I by their lessee dealers or any 
I other measures, he added.

The commissioner said there 
I is no doubt that non-brand 
I outlets have been a significant 
i factor on the Lower Mainland 
I during the period from 1959 to|

1
*1963, the last year on which the 

report computes its findings.

10 PER CENT
He said their sales volume

I
 accounted for about 10 per cent|v 

of the total gas sold in 
{j Metropolitan Vancouver.

“The motorist has benefitted 
from the entrance of non-brand > 
outlets as the major brand jjç* 
companies have had to reduce «F 
their prices in the price war ^ 
areas to meet the price compe- " 

tition of the non-brand outlets,” 
v,he said.

He added: “If consignment 
f-, selling is terminated, as recom- 

; mended, the way would be clear 
for non-brand operators and 
department stores to enter the 
market where dealer markups 
are excessive and provide price 
competition which should reduce 

the (profit) margin to a more 
reasonable amount.”

The commissioner said that 
1 service station operators fi- 
r nanced by oil companies should 
i be able to pay off their loans 
l after five years, even though 
b the mortgage is for a longer 

I period.
I FREE TO CHOOSE

This would allow the operators

I
 independence to select their 
products.

He said operators now sign

I
 product agreements with the 
financing companies that 

usually run for the same period 
as the mortgages.
Consequently it is not in the 

(interest of the oil companies to 
1 accept prepayment of the mort- 
Igage because this would allow 

g the operator to change to other]
I brands.
“While technically a lessee 
dealer is independent, in prac-| 
tice one might wonder how 
independent he really is,” said 
the commissioner. “Some lessee 
dealers are on monthly tenan 
cies while others operate on 
leases that can be terminated 
by either party on 24 hours’
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CREDIT CARDS

He noted that during the 
hearings the Canadian Associa-i 
tion of Consumers attacked 
credit cards on grounds the 
expense was borne by the cash 
-customers as well.
- Hç said the weighted average 
cost of credit cards is about 
half a cent a gallon of total gas 

; sales and about one and a half j 
cents a gallon for credit card 

i sales.
“It would be wrong to singleh 

! out the oil companies, however, I 
as the sole practitioners of what I 

: I call an unfair practice,” he /

.^suggested during hearings,! 
would not be justified because ] 
the government would have to 

i impose regulations on a system jj 
À not developed through ordinary 

^.economic forces. 
zËM He said he could not accept a 
•-■çp submission to discontinue lower 
3". gas prices to non-brand dealers 

and department stores because 
Hal this practice is not unfair.

The commissioner accepted 
industry statements that their 
returns on investments in refin­
ing and marketing facilities 
have declined since 1956.

said. “On the other hand the 
billing costs of gasoline credit 
cards is a high percentage of 
the value of the sale, net ofj 
tax

COMPETITION
This was due mainly to excess 

refinery capacity and to compe­
tition from non-brand stations 
on the Lower Mainland and

___entry of additional major’
“It may well be higher than! brands. t

the cost of credit incurred in; « IM he sa.d .t ^ essential that
______ _____ __ rthe profitability from every part

of a company’s integrated oper! retailing any 
I merchandise.”

other kind

DISCOUNT FOR CASH
“The ideal solution to my way R: 

of thinking, and the one that, 
would be least offensive, would gÿ# 
be to give a discount to those 
who pay cash for their gasoline, jv&j 
but this might be impractical,” 
said the commissioner.

But no matter how his t 
recommendation is imple­
mented, the cost of credit card' 
buying should be borne only by ' 
those who seek credit, he said.

The commissioner, whose Kj 
J assignment was to inquire intoHB 

the fairness of the gasoline j||B 
price structure at the refinery, B 
wholesale and retail levels, saidiV 
he could not recommend ap! 
change in the overall price sys-RV 
tern.

- “I have reached the conclu-Là 
sion that in the petroleum pf 
industry there is no known. . 
method of calculating product, 
costs which would provide anp 
accurate base for establishing ;Jpf 
the selling price of individual 
petroleum products,” he said.
NO COST BASIS

“For this reason I am unable |i§
1 to recommend a change in the !
I price system to one based on 
I costs of production.”

He said also he could not go|
3 along with suggestions that pf 
I there be a single tankwagon 
1 (wholesale) price in all parts of 
J the province.

He rejected several other B 
J submissions as well.

The commissioner said there raj 
| is no need to restrict gasoline 
j sales promotions because they 
I are accepted by the public and|
| are not objectionable.

He said that further control | 
lover service station hours and| 
[sanitation are not necessary.

And he said a proposal for ag 
I government-operated refinery g 
I could not be considered without | 
much greater study.

| COSTS WOULD RISE
Elimination of discounts to I 

I industrial, commercial and gov-| 
ernment accounts would result I 
in increased costs to the public 1 
and would therefore not be in| 
the public interest, he said.

Compulsory f.o.b. pricing, also!

ations be taken into account, 
j including the lucrative crude oil 

t I business.
! “The over all return on the T 
companies’ investment in 1963 : 
would therefore indicate that ! 
although the figures for their | 
refining and marketing opera- j 
tions in B.C. show a minimum 
return, if any, this fact itself is 
not proof that the price of gas 
in B.C. is too low,” he said.

“With that in mind, I am 
satisfied that the companies are 
operating over all to the advan­
tage of their shareholders and 
when the reduction in the price 
of premium gasoline, as indi­
cated in the report, is estab­
lished, the return to the share­

holders will still be considered 
"‘bright’,” said the commis- 
| sioner.
S2 MILLION

He estimated the two-cent a 
gallon cut in the wholesale price 
of premium gas would cost the 
companies about $2 million a 
year.

The royal commission was 
established in the fall of 1963 
and hearings ended last July.

Judge Morrow heard sub­
missions from 134 people and 
organizations, filling 7,473 pages 
of* transcript with 1.8 million 
words.

He delivered his report to the 
: government at the end of last 

liweek and returned to his 
Vernon home to- resume his 
duties on the county court 
bench

jOil Probe 
An Echo 
lOf Past

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The first major 

I investigation of gasoline prices 
J in B.C. in almost 30 years made 
J public its findings Tuesday, and 
| the results were surprisingly 
j similar to those reported in 1937 
I by the late Appeal Court Justice 
| M. A. Macdonald.

Long ago when all cars had

running boards and gear shifts 
on the floor, Mr. Justice Mac­
donald found the oil companies 
had a firm grip on all branches 
of the industry, from refinery to 
retailer.

Judge Charles W. Morrow’s 
report tabled in the legislature 
Tuesday came to the same 

| conclusion, and recommended 
! changes to end this control.

Jj Mr. Justice Macdonald said 
Æ there were five times too many 

Service stations in the province. ] 
NO MORE

Judge Morrow, in more mod­
erate terms, said the province 
now has more than enough 
outlets and shouldn’t build any 
more service stations for at 
least five years.

Mr. Justice Macdonald said 
the price -of gas to consumers 

. at Interior points was excessive 
and unwarranted.

; Judge Morrow said the high 
i mark-up of gas out of major 
consignment areas is unfairly 
high, and proposed a uniform 
mark-up throughout the prov-

11

NOT TRUE
S Judge Macdonald said the

method of cost accounting fol- 
SB9 lowed by the oil companies did 

not reveal true costs of the 
various petroleum products.

Judge Morrow reached the 
conclusion that in the petroleum 
industry there is no known 
method of calculating product 
costs.

The two commissions were ' 
set up with similar terms of 
reference: to determine the cost 
of gasoline at the refinery and! 

t retail levels.
Mr. Justice Macdonald’s re- » 

port filled three volumes, Judge 
Morrow’s one.

The appeal court judge, likep-,!: 
Judge Morrow recommended .

*- gas price reduction^.
_ .. _ •njjr

1 * ■Jm

Æ-Burnaby 
Called* 

Mad City,

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — The provincial Igf 
government is turning Burnaby| 
into Mad City, B.C., the legisla-f 
ture was told Tuesday.

A massive concentration ofP^ 
mental health facilities in the| 
municipality was protested byB 
Dave, Barrett (NDP-Dewdney).f 

The government, he said, isS 
planning a big institution in 1968 fy^ 

care for emotionally dis- !" 
turbed children in Burnaby. It g 

rill loin the existing
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Kscra for Girls, the Burnaby 
7 : Mental Health Centre and a 

.planned forensic clinic for 
L~ : sexual deviates.

like essondale
1 “You have created another 

! a ; city of mental* illness, ’ Barrett 
J/ said. “Just as Essondale was 

!i once the 17th largest city in the 
province, this area will become 

JÊ another city ”
Barrett termed a plan to set 

5 up a provincial forensic clinic at 
the Mental Health Centre a 
potentially dangerous move. j 

A I It would be right beside the | 
institution for emotionally dis- i 

■j turbed children, he said, ercat 
-'loll inp ,he dan"er thal a disturbed 

7child would he molested by a; 
r sexual offender since both would!
L be undergoing treatment in the 8 

same area.
SMALLER UNITS 

Barrett and Gordon Dowdmg 
(NDP-Burnaby ) said Health 
Minister Eric Martin is pursu­
ing the wrong policy in treat­
ment of emotionally disturbed 
children.

Instead of putting them in a 
costly institution, they said, 
Martin should be setting up a 
series of smaller units across 
the province.

Dowding suggested the gov­
ernment could buy up some old 
houses and install homemakers 
and trained psychiatric workers 
to care for small groups of 
children.

Barrett said this would be a 
^ relatively cheap method of 

handling the problem and sug­
gested a maximum of six to 
eight children in each house.

Mm in..r. _______________
Ray Perrault observed that.

T, to him, Messrs. Chant and 
Martin represent what he.

-/ called the muscle - bound 
% democracy that is the Social 

Credit government, I was sure?
* the teen agers would go bur­
ly-,t ling over the gallery railings,
. so hilarious did they consider 

-:r the whole situation. ;
They were not shocked, I ' 

it* was glad to see, only relieved 
that the legislature had sud-

—

m

y'r

\James
NESBITT

1 -y

—

ï M

nuisances of our life—the sales 
tax on restaurant meals, on 
newspapers and magazines

Those who are parents of 
teen-agers will be thankful for 
further exemptions in the sales 
tax on children’s clothing.

For this they can thank NDP i 
Mrs. Lois Haggen of Grand', ... 
Forks-Greenwood, because it 
was her lady-like shouting 
through the years that finally 
got through to premier, and he ■

gallant enough,
• denly come to life after hours j acted.

of quiet plodding, which always j He was, —-, 0——----- 0_ ,
bores the public, though when^ to acknowledge in public it was 
there are shoutings and rude-;, Mrs. Haggen who really did 
nesses the public says MLAs the good work and she was 
should not behave like undis-pfadulv grateful, for oppositionists 
ciplined brats. ‘‘' don’t expect such courtesy

The MLAs did not think this from the Social Credit side, 
little encounter as amusing as: . However, our premier can now 
the teen-agers. Mr. Martin; and then be as courteous as he 
looked sour; the premier js sometimes brusque.

•v .scowled and made some politi- Some members of the opposi- 
v ' cal utterances, which opposi- tion say the premier won’t tell 
■ tionists said were snarly; Mr. .the total loss to the treasury 
^.Macfarlane looked grim in his because of the abolition of 

determination to hang on. 'these nuisance taxes. Ungra- 
NDP David Barrett of Dewd- ciously, they insist the total is 

ney kept yammering “the l s0 small that the premier’s 
• answer is no,” because the ashamed of giving the people 

premier is given to saying that. s0 little, when his government 
Hearing “the answer is no” 'K* js rolling in gold.

1 from Mr. Barrett, Social No matter this political view, 
■ÿ Credit’s Herb Bruch of Esqui- jt’ll be great to buy a meal, or 

malt called out “little sir; a newspaper and magazines 
P echo,” and NDP Gordonl ; without that little extra, not a i 

Dowding of Burnaby said to . great deal in itself, but a con- 
• the government side “you’re1 , stant annoyance, a pesky, daily 
-going down the drain,” to * irritation, 

which the premier replied to j don’t know what the restau- 
y Mr. Dowding: “You ve gone, y rant and newsstand people are 

The teen-agers had a won- going to say to their public 
derful time. when they can’t say: “And two

* * * cents (or whatever) for Mr.
Soon now (April 1) we’U be Bennett.” 

blessing Premier Bennett for It’s the kind of publicity our 
pitching out some of the petty premier can do without.

I VICTORIA—Are the minister of health, the Hon. , a
| Mr. Martin, and the minister of public works, the Hon. j 
I Mr. Chant, not talking to each other any more?
] That’s the way it looks to Liberal Alan Macfarlane of Oak 
[ Bay. That’s what he wanted to know in the legislature. Are 

those two talking to each other'.' He asked the question a dozen 
times, but he did not learn for r 

3 sure.
_ Mr. Macfarlane tried to find 
K out as he asked Mr. Martin when j 
f Victoria’s new mental health I 
i building will be started.
■s Mr. Martin said that’s up to !
| the minister of public works, who, P,
(.however, said nothing about the j 
Ubudding, and he did not, either! 
pay whether he and Mr. Martin 
J are talking or are not on speak^ 
g ing terms.

The way Mr. Martin put it, *
R must say, made it appear that f 
B mental health does not depend |
I upon the minister of health but!
|j upon the minister of public works,

——K which is strange, indeed.
6j«- „e,w,ere catcaUs during tiiis odd interlude, and when
|MLMjc^^ne, sarcastic, asked, with almost a sneer: 

Aren't these two ministers^
I talking to each other?” l|
|thought three teen-age boys inf!
B fbe public galleries would bust, i 
las the saying is. It was, to I 
I them, the best and funniest 1 
| show in town.

■ WÊÊL
leader I

jSocreds, Opposition 
Gang Up on Martin

Debate Rages Past Midnight 
As Health Policies Attacked

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

g VICTORIA — Health Minister Eric Martin was] 
I kicked verbally around the legislature by Socreds and 
I opposition alike as the roughest debate in recent years 
Iraged until_after midnight. j
| Martin's face was alternately Strachan called Bennett a cri 
|bright red and dead white as baby, adding: Il_!îÂ"™v^n.
I attackers pounded him from all 
I sides in the 13-hour battle.

Three Socreds raked him for 
I refusing to answer questions.
| Premier W. A. C. Bennett, 
[who kept whispering to Martin
■ “don’t answer” popped up and
■ down himself, charging the 
B opposition was abusing his
■ cabinet ministers in personal 
1 attacks.

Opposition leader Robert

ing, snivelling, crybaby govern-1 
ment.” |

At one stage Bennett threat-H 
ened to keep MLAs sitting I 
5 a.m. I

The sitting ended at 12:" ■ 
a.m. with approval of Martmsl 
departmental estimates, 
first came before the House la I 
week. But the questions asked I 
by the opposition and the üu I 
Socredswereatmunansw»2j
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g LECOURS ATTACKS
Emie Lecours (SC-Delta) was 

the sharpest critic of his own 
ministers.

“The minister stands firmly 
with both feet in mid-air and 
goes into a song and dance to 
avoid giving an answer," Le- 
Cours said angrily. “I for one 
am sick and tired of being 
treated this way."

LeCours said Martin knows 
full well that one of the most 
pressing problems — and one on 
which he flatly refused to give 
answers — is that of care for 
handicapped children.

“I don’t think we. as respon­
sible elected members of this 

1 house, should have to take this 
'kind of treatment from the 
minister," LeCours said.

| NEW POST URGED
Victoria Socred J. Donald1 

. Smith said Martin obviously' 
could not devote enough time to

■ 4

his job.
He proposed creation of a new 

cabinet post — minister of 
human relations. This ministèr 
would have charge of the 
retarded, emotionally disturbed 
and Indians, he said.

Smith issued a special plea 
for government action to help 
emotionally disturbed children.

“It is obvious there is a great 
deal to be desired," he said. 1 
don’t take the position that the 
minister is incapable. I take the 
position the minister just hasn’t 
time to give attention to this." 

Smith said that there are six 
^different cabinet ministers in­

volved with care of the emo­
tionally disturbed — health, 
welfare. education, public 

. works, finance and attomey- 
mm general.

“We have made tremendous 
advances economically and 
otherwise, but we have not in 
my opinion — and if we can be 
criticized it’s in this area — in 
human relations.

Where is our heart?
But there was no answer from| 

Martin.
Alan Macfarlane (L-Oak Bay)! 

hammered question after ques-' 
lion at Martin for details of his! ' 
policy on mental health and 
some indication of long-prom­
ised action on facilities in the 
Victoria area.

I Martin kept pointing at Works 
Minister W. N. Chant and 
indicating construction of new: 

j facilities was up to him.
A new mental health centre! 

;was promised in 1963 for 
Victoria, Macfarlane recalled.

“Not my^tepartment," Martin 
replied; pointing again at Chant.

“This government and this 
minister is bankrupt on its 
policies and it§ outlooks on 
these problems," Macfarlane 
said.

Martin did reply after a 
supper break. But the reply was 1 
an attack on Macfarlane. accus­
ing him of masterminding the’ 
defeat last December of a 
Greater Victoria hospital con­
struction bylaw.

“He brought a stop to all ; 
hospital construction and expan­
sion in this area," Martin 
charged. “St. Joseph’s Hospital 
was to have psychiatric beds — j 
you’ll not have those beds 
now."

“You're out of your mind," ; 
Macfarlane said.

... . ■

4
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PEOPLE NEED HELP
Smith said there is little or nor 

service available for emotion-1 
ally disturbed children. There: 
are an estimated 600 such 
children in Victoria alone, andg 
thousands more in the rest of| 
B.C. in need of care, he said.

“These people are entitled tog 
more consideration. They are! 
indeed in great trouble. They 
don’t know what to do. It’s upi 
to us as MLAs to propose or|j 
advance solutions."

Smith, to the accompaniment B 
of heavy backbench Socredp 
(applause, added: “We’re inter­
ested in the gross national | 
[product — we must be equally! 
concerned with the human pro-g 

[duct."
John Tisdalle of Saanich wasg 

[the third Socred to tackle! 
Martin.

He said he had been pleading 1 
with Martin for 13 years tol 
[provide facilities on Southern! 
Vancouver Island for the re-[ 
(tarded and emotionally dis-| 
trubed.
NO ANSWER

! “They need it now and the I 
(parents need it now," he said.jl 
“I had hoped the minister | 
tonight would come out with! 
some positive pronouncement. 

Can’t we hear their cry?|

CHARGES DECEIT
He said he had been out of the 

country on a holiday until five 
days before the hospital bylaw 
vote. The reason for its defeat, 
he added, was that the public 
felt it should be the provincial 
government’s responsibility 
provide new hospital 
rather than a tax levy on 
homeowners.

Liberal leader Ray Perrault 
i said Martin’s attack had been 
| disgusting. “This is deceit,
I distortion and outright false­
hood."

Dave Barrett (NDP-Dewdney) 
said Martin’s statement had 
convinced him the minister 
should resign. He, too, asked a 
string of questions about mental: 
health, all of which went 
unanswered.

When the attack switched to 
B.C. Hospital Insurance and 
demands for ambulance service. 
Bennett answered in place of 
Martin.
AMBULANCES COSTLY

“The local municipalities have | 
some responsibility." he said.

John Squire (NDP-Albemi) 
said that wasn't a proper 
answer, and that the question 
was directed at Martin.

“I favor hosoital-based ambu­
lances," Martin replied. “But 
it’s going to be very costly."

He still didn’t say if the 
government would include am­
bulances in BCHIS.

Then Strachan exploded, 
charging Martin deserved all 
the abuse he got. “He doesn’t 
get enough of it,” he added.

“I’m now of the opinion the 
ministers during their estimates 
lave had orders from the 

premier not to answer ques 
tions," he shouted, f 

Then the premier^

c 17 Da by style and complains wep
are abusing the ministers. This' j 

u i is a whimpering, snivelling,* 
™ crybaby government."

“I do my best to answer 
questions," Martin said. “I 
can't possibly have statistical , 

jf '2 information at my fingertips." j \ 
8 :‘"1 “Your own backbenchers arc $5^ 

fed up with you," yelled Bar- 
ïtgjrett.

COMMITMENT DENIED
Perrault said Martin was 0. 

guilty of a breach of faith.
He recalled that last week. . ; 

when the health debate began,! 
Martin was given his salary p, | 
after promising to do his best to||I 
answer questions.

Martin and Bennett both: 
denied the commitment.

Perrault pressed more ques- ' 
tions about chronic care. He , 
said Martin had promised to try 
to find out how many patients 
were occupying the beds avail- / 
able for chronic care coverage 
under BCHIS.

Martin again refused to an- 
! swer.

“This looks to me like opera­
tion cover-up," Perrault said.
The government doesn’t want: 
anyone to know about the: 
chronic care program he p ; 

mcharged.
SMOKESCREEN CHARGED

p > Alex MacDonald (NDP-Van- 
couver East) said Martin’s 

f refusal was deplorable.
_ “The whole extended chronic | 

: care program is completely a 
myth," he said. “No new beds, 
have been opened up for new: 

(^patients in Vancouver."
The patients occupying the so- 

called $l-a-day chronic care 
i beds are just welfare recipients; 

who received such care free- 
before the government plan 
began last December, he j ;

1 added.
“It’s a smokescreen," Mac­

Donald charged.
When Harding protested that 

it was midnight and the MLAs 
were being forced to carry on, 
Bennett replied: “We’ll carry on 
until five o’clock if the opposi­
tion continues."

“You’re bulldozing legislation 
through the House," Harding 
said.

But the questions and Mar­
tin’s non-answers continued 
until, a few minutes later, the 
opposition gave up and approv­
ed the last of Martin’s esti­
mates — 13 hours after the 
whole debate began.

m
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BUTSCm FEARS EXPRESSED

Licence-Suspension Law 
Passed to Curb Drinking
Sun Victoria Bureau Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur-

VICTORIA — Fears that a nab>)- . 
new roadside licence suspension “I think it will result in less 

Bfilaw will result in more drinking prosecutions for impairment.” 
«IBdrivers on B.C. highways were added Tony Gargrave (NDP — 
m expressed in the legislature j Mackenzie).

Despite the fears, however, ; Thank God, that’s all that 
MLAs gave unanimous approval happened to me’ and stagger off j 
to third and final reading of and get into a taxi,” he said. 1 
changes in the Motor Vehicle ‘>1 think the legislation may 

Sgt Act to give police the power to give people a feeling they can 
suspend the licences of suspect- have an extra drink and then 
ed drinking drivers. drive and if they do get stopped

l Attorney-General Robert Bon- you would only take away their 
' ncr questioned whether any keys for 24 hours,” said Leo

» previous efforts to discourage Nimsick (NDP — Cranbrook). 
drinking and driving had been PROSFr,ITinN PAoV effective and said the new law 1 KOStAVTION EASY 

[ should be tried. "From a practical point of
But some MLAs suggested vicw lhc question of information| 

V that instead of charging drivers ^or *be Publ*c is not whether or 
M;| with being impaired, policemen Inot Prosecutions will go for- 

might take the easier course of jwar(* ” Bonner said, 
j' ‘ suspending licences for 24 hours "That is easy. It is easy to 
K as the new law would provide. prosecute. The question

HK ’ WIDEN INCIDENCE ta’StEJK

tern of impaired charges Holder | 
the Criminal Code has ^ot j 
proved effective as a deterreMyi 

Bonner also said he thought fti! 
would be possible to remove J 
some inconvenience by arrang-j

licences returned before 24 
hours as long as they didn’t 
drive until the full day was 
up.
TAKE TEST

If a driver thought there was 
no justification for the suspen­
sion, the new law would include 
a section providing for him to 
take a blood alcohol test. If the 
driver’s blood contains more 
than .08 per cent of alcohol, the 
suspension stands.

However, the law will not 
come into effect, Bonner said, 
until proclaimed by the cabinet. 
One reason for the delay is to 
ensure police are equipped with 
testing equipment and facili­
ties.

Bonner did not indicate 
that proclamation would come

r ’ V.VV-V
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THRUWAY BID DELIGHTS
... ___ _

Rathie Takes to Roadhhui
ft??* Mayor Bill Rathie today 

jumped with delight on an offer 
to- by Premier W. A. C. Bennett! 
|jÉj to pay one-third the cost ofE 

major Vancouver thruway. J

I"- - ' approaching thr fed- ! : 
g inent.

, The mayor said as a result of » ^ 
= the offer the city will start the |v 

: Wheels moving to build the vital, • . .Mini., mmuifi iv uui
j waterfront thruwav.
* In Victoria Bennei

His Pledge 
Not Detailed

Me would not elaborate on the, 
<1 pledge, made in the legislature I 

Bennett said his t He would not sa>’ whether the' 
|oeër wafconditional on the city»? b,cludcs » new Burrard.

and Ottawa matching his one& Inlel crossl"G nor "°u,d hc sa>T
SprcB - ‘ " ” • '

i

third offer.
/ This proviso did not dampen*

Rjrthie’s delight.
tfltl, - He said the city would put up 

. ;itd share of the total cost of 
between $21 and $26 million.J In addition, he said in an

[JggHBSHffl interview he will go to Ottawa 
® shortly to ask for federal 

591, government assistance.
I "We have always received co- 

r g! operation there," he said.
Rathie described the Bennett 

offer made In the legislature j 
« Wednesday as a major break- 

. * , through for the city.
M • |&1 He said it also represents a B mpjor policy change by Vic-

plgHKItoria.
"It shows we have a place in 

B.C.,” he said. "The premier is Him joining us."
f. He said for the first time the 

l® provincial government was 
Ky offering Lid for roads within 

Xincouver.
E "Victoria will say they have 
B spent SI25 million on roads 
HE around Vancouver." he said. 
H "Iji fact, they have done 

practically nothing in Vancou- 
■H vy.”

Brief Stressed 
Aid Needed

involved

But he did appear to rule out { 
any deal including rerouting of 
the Trans-Canada Highway? 
from Second Narrows, by say- £;

• ing the provincial government 
would not apply to Ottawa for 11 

^™gsuch a move.
"Any arrangement the City oi 

■■Vancouver makes with -

type of thruway would bet. r, . i ’an . u 
red — waterfront or cross- 1 1 P°11C>'

' US “,f

|_____ _____ JHSfg
Tony Gargrave (NDP-Macken- 
ziv

"It’s better than nothing,"
McGeer said. "At least we've 
made a start."

Bennett's announcement came 
after Gaglardi made a vaguer 
commitment of provincial help.

Gaglardi told the house B.C., 
would only participate if they 
federal government 

urban highway

lcipate u the ■ 
;nt laid down! 
way building | ;

If the federal government^-’ 
wishes to participate in a 
freeway system through Van­
couver let them write me a •
letter telling me." said Gag-, ,^ 
lardi "They should stop gerry-'e 
mandering around with tKistjfl 
thing."

Aid to City
federal government in a major aa|pgwagai ... ,
city thruway. as far as con ^ ' CntlCIZGQ

Jstruction costs, we will pay one H 
ithird," Bennett said. , J The minister spoke in reply to

questions by Alex Macdonald;
■

It must be thruways not' f 
freeways," he added. ( Bennett j 1 1
did not explain the difference.)1Bennett’s announcement came, §

’after Greater Vancouver New; \ 
^Democrats and Liberals pressed( X | 
«Highways Minister Phil Gag 

; lardi for answers 
problems.

> Gordon Gibson (L-North Van

?. Rathie last Wednesday pre- 
sented to the provincial govern- 

jment a magazine-style brief 
k! entitled Vancouver Has A Place 
A./ ; in B.C. It outlined Vancouver 
ü development possibilities and 

I the need for financial help to 
I push them through.
$ '‘Perhaps I should put in a 
j tybief ever)' week," said Rathie.

• jle said the waterfront thru- 
|Jk|y is the most vital plan for 
I'toicouver’s development.
U 'Jtathie said it would spur 
I downtown development.

He said the waterfront route

(would run from the vicinity of 
the Bayshore Inn, over the CPR 
tracks and east to about Colum­
bia.
Then it would likely link up, 
with a new Georgia Viaduct on 
an eastward route to the Port 
Mann Freeway 

Only last week Rathie said a 
$200 million waterfront develop 
ment was in the making for| 
Vancouver.
Today he said Transport! 
Minister Jack Pickersgill was 
advised of the city’s needs on 
the waterfront when the federal 
minister visited the city.

Bennett told the legislature 
his offer was conditional on the 

taking the itüUatjvcv

(NDP-Vancouver East) who 
said Vancouver is being unfairly! & • 
treated by the province in road l;1 ; 
building grants.

The highways department has
...... inwilir hllilt freeways leading right up,
to traffic. j H to the city’s boundaries but k 

i won’t do anything to help handle 
, - I the traffic that is brought into r-v 
. j the city. Macdonald said, 

ggfl “In rural areas you pay all
highway costs, in small cities ^ * 
and villages you pay 50 per 
cent, in the city of Vancouver ; 
you pay practically nothing," 
said Macdonald.

The MLA said the government > ■ 
gives the city about $350,000 a 
year for roads and gets back 
close to $14 million in gas tax 
and vehicle licence fees from ; 
Vancouver drivers. __

This means that for every 
dollar given to the city, the 
government gets back $25. ? "

“We have been shortchanged
Trnffir Flow ' !§? in highways budgets for 14k
MUIMV 1 ,v p years." said Macdonald.

iTo Increase 1 ■ The MLA said he does not.
favor a number of expressways * 
through the city but the prov­
ince should help build the1 
proposed east - west thruway 
and connecting waterfront link 
over the CPR property.

,couver), pressing for action on 
K another inlet crossing, said j 

Gaglardi should take a strong-! 
stand on the bridge issue.

He said that if Gaglardi j; 
I sincerely believes that another; 

.crossing is not needed now he! 
v‘-$will accept the minister's view.] 

HSU 4 But if Gaglardi realizes a 
third crossing is required and: 
won’t move because he can’t* 
get his colleagues’ support, he; 
should resign, said Gibson.

_ "Let someone else do it," said 
Jj Gibson. "That’s how big jobs »i 

get done."

Gibson told the government to 
take into account the increased 
volume of traffic that will be 
using the inlet crossings due to 
development of mountain re-, 
sorts on the North Shore and 
adjacent to Garibaldi Park.

Point Grey Liberal Dr. Pat ~ 
McGeer said it would be beyond 
the capacity of the city to raise 
$113 million for such a project, 
based on a Stanford research 
team’s estimate that a major 
traffic plan would cost $340 
million.

“Confer with my friend Mr. 
Rathie (Vancouver Mayor Bill 
Rathie) on what’s intended," 
said Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner.

Bennett added that the Stan­
ford report was "two reports; 
behind" current thinking.

Hat offer you just made is 
jve offers behind," comment

Federal Cash 
Available

If the provincial government 
would designate the route part 
of the Trans-Canada Highway 
there would be $14 million in 
federal funds available for the 
$56 million project, Macdonald 
said.

“Why should wc slam the I

Idoor on Ottawa’s help?" Mac-| 
donald asked.

“To date Mr. Minister, you!

I have been the spanner in the| 
wheels of progress," he added. 

Macdonald asked for an| 
ice - that the Trans-Can-1
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j through the city- has
-The time for decision has j

tVamvea," he said. “We want to 
«know if the government is for 
| Vancouver or against it.”

Gaglardi said it is up to*
| Ottawa to come up with a 
k highway policy for urban areas.
P “We spent $26 million on theji 

Second Narrows bridge and the 
federal government won’t give 

nickel,” he said. “They 
said they would pay but they 

! didn’t.”
“You're the minister of high­

ways for this province,” Mac-i 
donald interjected.

Phil Worked 
On Problem

' [ Gaglardi replied that he has ; 
..done a lot of things confiden­
tially concerning a Vancouver 

•\ freeway.
I “I've certainly been working 

on this problem.” he said.
Macdonald accused Gaglardi 

. of passing the buck by not 
fr taking the initiative.

I “I can see further procrasti- 
w. nation and bickering between f 

yourself and Ottawa and no 
»'! action,” he said. “You’re not 
t the solution to the problem, you 

, are the problem.”
* Arthur Turner (NDP—Van- ^ , 

couver East) said the highways * S 
department and Vancouver area | v 
municipalities should get to ; g 
gether to decide where another 
crossing is going to be built.

He said the municipalities 
can’t plan construction of the,, 
approaches until they know| 
where the crossing will be.

Turner said he favors building;, 
a tunnel somewhere between 
the First and Second Narrows ;i 
bridges, possibly from the foot| 
of Nanaimo street.

Gaglardi promised Dave Bar-1 
rett (NDP—Dewdney) that he| 
would look into the possibility of | 
reducing the speed limit on thel 
Pitt River section of Lougheed [Î 
Highway, where 10 people died| 
in traffic accidents last year.

The minister also said he will^ 
see whether reflector lights I 
should be imbedded in the I 
centre line along that portion of| 
the road.

EMPLOYMENT 
f 'NO PROBLEM'

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — B.C. doesn’t I 

I have to worry about unem­
ployment because its economy 
is going to continue expanding f 
for at least another 20 years,

I Trade Minister Ralph Loff- 
: mark said Wednesday.

“The rate of unemployment 
in B.C. is the lowest in I 

I Canada and has been for 
j some time," Loffmark told 
j the legislature.

“I don’t think tight money 
I » going to change the situa- , 

tion either — if it doesn’t get 
much worse than it is now,” he add#l.

Rural Slums 
Developing, 
Says Barrett

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA - Lack of secon­

dary industry is creating “rural ; 
slums” in B.C., Dewdney New 
Democrat Dave Barrett said 
Wednesday.

“In the Fraser Valley we’re i_ 
having a difficult time getting j 
secondary industry,” Barrett 
told the legislature.

He said Mission is an example 
of a fading community.

The trouble began when the 
Eddy Match Co. closed down its 

j factory there a few years ago. 
he said.

“Every’ third or fourth store ; 
on the once-busy main street is i 
now closing up,” Barrett said.

“A very serious problem of ’ 
rural slums is developing.”

Trade Minister Ralph Loff­
mark said B.C. has $395 million 
worth of manufacturing by 
secondary industry — 2Vi times 
as much as Manitoba andf 
Saskatchewan put together.

■Hi

1 BY LOFFMARK

2 Socreds 
Rebuked

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Trade Minister!

I Ralph Loffmark Wednesday I 
[asked two chattering Socred r 
colleagues to leave the legisla-1 

S lure.
Loffmark was nettled by thel 

[distracting chatter as he started 1 
to speak during debate on his | 

[estimates.
Sitting beside him deep in g 

j discussion were Works Minister ! 
W. N. Chant and Victoria MLAfj 

| J. Donald Smith.
“Would you mind going out-[

' side?” Loffmark said.
$ “It is not often one speaks toll 

one’s colleagues like this, but in 
this case it was most unseem-,
iy-”

Chant blinkèd and waved 
hand and Smith departed to the 

; corridor outside the chamber.

•V
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VIVISECTION

UBC Acts 
Sinful,
Says Nun

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Mother Cecilia 

| Mary said today the University 
Iof B.C. is doing a sinful thing by 
I j breeding animals for medical 
j experiments.

The animal-loving nun,Q who 
| operates the Good Shepherd 
a Animal shelter near Duncan 
p made the statement before a 
|legislative committee considér­
ai ing a new bill setting out 
| regulations for the Society For 
g The Prevention of Cruelty to 
I Animals.

“I look upon vivisection as the 
I blackest crime in the whole 
I world,” Mother Cecilia told the 
I MLAs.

“Those doing it will have to 
I suffer for what they are doing, 
i] “To breed animals and tor- 
|ture them as they appear to do 
I at the university is a sinful 
I thing.”

Her statement came after 
| Harry McKay asked SPCA 
I officials if they could turn over 
I the corpses of animals to the 
| university for research.

“You have the ridiculous 
I situation in Vancouver where a 
I fair amount of money is being 
j spent by the university in 
I raising cats,” McKay said.

“They use dead cats and live 
[cats. They have to raise them 
I for experiments.

“I can understand you iriight 
Jbe getting into a can of worms 
J by giving up live cats, but dead 
■ cats are thrown on the dump 
I (city dump),” McKay said.

Bridge Deck 
Damage Cost I 

! $150,000
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The highways! 
j department spent $150,000 to§ 
repair damage to the new deck ! 

I surface on Lions Gate Bridge, !, 
| the legislature was told Wed-1 
|nesday.

The epoxy resin surface, anj 
I anti-skid material, had cost!
■ $250,000 to put down when theg 
I resurfacing was done in 1964.

Highways Minister Phil Gag-j 
ilardi disclosed the figures ini 
d answer to questions from Oppo-J 
Isition leader Robert StrachanJ 
g during review of departmental | 
g spending estimates.

Gaglardi also said he is not| 
! satisfied the faatch job will solve | 
| the problem.

“But ill we’ve saved one life I 
| we’ve spent it well, and we have I 
I saved hundreds of accidents,” | 
| Gaglardi said.

The surface material wasg 
j gouged by tire chains during theg 
1 winter.

Gaglardi also told MLAs that I 
I plans have been prepared for a I 
| new bridge at Mission, but it I
■ will be from seven months to al 
I year before construction begins. |
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pan 'Unbearable' iPerrault| 
In 5 Years—Phil mLooks South

By FRANK RUTTER ! “The bridge is highly used. H 
Sun Victoria Bureau j four hours a day, two in 

VICTORIA — Highways Min-!lhe m0™“lg a"d tw0 in the 
ister Phil Gaglardi admitted Ievenlng' he said- 
Wednesday traffic congestion on!NO PLACE

be “But this is a correct state-1'Lions Gate Bridge will
unbearable within five yean, I meny w^~ f sa"y YhaftheVe Is. but said the government can, , ^ > rth A ,
build a new crossing within four; continent of a like population 

* where you can travel from A to, 
However, Gaglardi refused to b in the same time.

“This doesn’t say there isn’t 
crossing some COngestion, because there

be pinned down to 
commitment on the 
under opposition cross-examina
tion in the legislature. ' . ,, • , ., , , “Engineers tell me that with-The premier has stated very flve , it win bc unbcar.
emphatically he s prepared to aM congested, and we’re doing l 
pay for the bridge.” Gaglardi ; evcrvthing we oan „ avoid
?id. “There will be a definite this.”.proposal at the proper time;
That time, he indicated is still 40 PLANS 

at least a month away. It will j Gaglardi said the Lea firm is || 
come after he presents a special j studying about 40 different | 
engineering report, with recom- j crossing plans. 5™
mandations, to the cabinet, he ««it is no use getting together / 

with any municipalities until we1 
have something concrete to put 

I before them,” he said.
Gordon Gibson (L-North Van- 

0f!couver) suggested a method of;.- ;

I said.
I HELD UP

The engineers’ report is held 
| up until Norm Lea, head of N. 
|D. Lea and Associates

Vancouver, returns from a trip| making .Lions Gate safer for; 
to Bangkok, Gaglardi said. traffic after Liberal leader Ray,-, 

“I haven't anything to present ; Perrault claimed the present® 
to anybody and until I do it is | three nine-foot lanes were below| 
imposible to define approaches!accepted standards, 
or anything else,” Gaglardi Gibson suggested eliminatingi'j 
added. the four-foot six-inch walkways8

Gaglardi said Lions Gate is, on either side of the bridge g 
not really congested at present.!deck.

Phil Straightens 
Snake Hill Kink

Sun Staff Reporter
NORTH VANCOUVER — 

I Highways Minister Phil Gag 
I lardi has finally straightened 
I out the last big kink in plans to 
1 rebuild East Keith Road’s 
I notorious Snake Hill.

Gaglardi, speaking in the B.C. 
| legislature Wednesday during 
I the debate on his department’s 
11966 estimates, said they include 
Ian allocation that will back the 
|offer he made earlier this year 
I to pay 50 per cent of the 
I estimated $875,000 cost of re- 
1 building East Keith’s Snake Hill 
■ section.

He was replying to a question

from North Shore MLA Raj 
Perrault.

Gaglardi repeated his assud 
ance the estimates contained r 
matching amount after thl 
Liberal leader pointed out Nortl 
Vancouver district accepted hij 
offer last month and voted its f 
per cent share.

The provincial - municipall 
agreement, ending negotiations | 
that have dragged on for morefl 
than seven years, will re-align | 
Snake Hill as the first phase of I 
a three-phase project to rebuild I 
East Keith from Dollartonl 
Highway to Mount Seymour I 
Park at a cost of $1.54 million. |

for T rade
WÊÊÊmÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ^mSun Victoria Bureau ;

VICTORIA — B.C. should give ; 
up trying to crack Eastern’
Canada markets and look to 
California for trade, Liberal 
leader Ray Perrault said Wed­
nesday.

“Even if we did have abso­
lutely equal freight rates, would 
you not agree we would still 
have a difficult time competing 
with many, many companies in 
Eastern Canada?” Perrault

“While we are worrying about | 
trying to ship so many B.C. u 
goods back to Ontario and!
Quebec, it may take us years toi# 
persuade the eastern politicians 
to alter freight rates.

“Why doq’t we bring some I] 
inventive genius to bear on 
marketing goods in California! 
and on the West Coast?”
ANSWERSLOFFMARK

Perrault was countering argu­
ments by Trade Minister Ralph 
Loffmark for freight rate reduc­
tions during debate on Loff­
mark’s estimates in the legisla­
ture.

The House was adjourned at 
; 11:30 p.m. without approval of 

the trade vote, but MLAs did 
■ dispose of the $95.6 million 
worth of highways department 

i spending in three hours rapid 
[debate.
I Perrault said B.C. could 
establish a free trade area for 

j lumber products with the U.S.
He suggested establishment ofj 

a B.C. design council which 
would seek out good products 
for trading. The council, he 
said, could be financed by the 

1 provincial government.
TARIFF DEAL

Loffmark agreed that B.C. 
should seek some kind of tariff 
deal with the U.S.

He said it could be done on an 
experimental basis with elimi­
nation of tariffs on one specific 
item on each side.

It could then be extended, if 
| successful, to other items and to 
other regions of Canada.

Premier W. A. C. Bennett 
interjected, juSt before the 
adjournment, that B.C. is look­
ing for integration of trade with 
other areas, such as Europe and 
Japan, as well as the U.S.
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Gargrave a Lone Opponent 
To Tax Increase Rate Bill

ü h VIS
Jv

San Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - A lone New 

i Democrat Friday opposed a bill 
‘ limiting increases in school tax 
I assessments to five per cent a

j The change in the Equaliza- 
3 tion assessment Act was ap­

proved on second reading by a | purposes.

] who insisted on Gargrave’s no­
vote going into the official 
record, said the aim of the bill 
was to prevent big increases in 
school taxes for homeowners.

It will, in effect, put the onus 
on municipalities. If they want 
to raise more taxes they will 
have to boost levies for other

vote of 47-1 in the legislature.
The one holdout was Tony 

Gargrave (NDP—Mackenzie).
Gargrave said the municipal­

ity of Powell River, which is the 
population centre of his riding, 
was opposed to the assessment

Bennett said up to now the 
municipalities have used the 
Equalization ' Assessment Act 
formula, which applies only to 
schools, as the basis for calcu­
lating their own tax levies. 
HOMEOWNER GRANT

“We want to encourage people 
to own their own homes. We 
want to give people some 
assurance.

“We expect to have further 
legislation next session to deal 
with this matter.”
‘THEIR RESPONSIBILITY’

Bennett was referring to a 
plan to make outright grants or 
loans to homebuyers.

Bennett made it clear Friday|| 
that next year, when the 
assessment limit comes into SI 
effect, any major tax increasesH 
should be blamed on the muni­
cipalities.

Eg
I

t »
w

LETTER READ
He read a letter from the 

municipality saying the limit 
would cause it great hardships. 

; Its assessing is done on a five
B year basis and to reflect true 

market values it would have to 
be speeded up, meaning consid 

f**: erable expense in hiring addi 
tional staff.

Premier W. A. C. Bennett,

' PV/OOD GLUT

“A lot of municipalities have “If they want to raise higher
assessments (for other than ' 
school purposes ) that’s their*. Y 
responsibility, not ours,” Ben­
nett said.

He also said the limit on 
school assessments will mean 
the provincial government will 
have to pay higher grants to 
school districts.

“You’ll see in the 
budget,” he said.

;

Bèvst Log 
Exhorts,
Gowt Urged

pctoria Bureau B 
VICTOMA - The legisla-| 

.lure's jffestry commission has $ "• 
recjymnended a temporary 

iteration of log exports from 
B.C. to eliminate a surplus of| 

|pulpwood in the province.
Tlie committee headed byj 

j (Cyril Shelford (SC—Omineca), 
tabled its report Friday in the! 

j legislature following eight weeks;
1 of meetings.

At one stage of the hearings,
| Resources Minister Ray Willis-j 
pton said the committee might 
I consider expanding log exports 
| for a year or up to 18 months so 
I markets could be found for 
| available timber.

The committee said log ex- 
! ports should be speeded up 
Sunder existing regulations to 
[j prevent economic loss from 
j deterioration of the logs.

But it specified this should 
| only be a temporary move.

The committee also agreed 
| with a recommendation that 
a reforestation in public sustained 
fl yield units be stepped up; that a 
I sustained yield unit be estab­
lished north of the Fraser River 
I from Harrison Lake to the Gulf 
I of Georgia if it is in the public 
I interest; and that no pulp 
I timber sales be held in coastal 
I areas until a market is avail- 
j able for smallwood now in 
I public sustained yield units.

The committee also said the 
I government should introduce 
I measures to encourage drift- 
I wood salvage on beaches.

Log owners should be given 
to recover lost logs, but 
that, ownership would' 
to the Crown so they

hid behind this,” Bennett said.
But now the people will know 

their homeowner grant is not 
going to be eaten up by big 
increases in school taxes, he 
said.

“The government does not 
want the municipalities or any­
one else to take away the 
homeowner grant from the) 
people,” Bennett said.
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Wolf, Bear 
Threat to 
Gov't Pasture

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The govern-g 

ment’s community pasture pro­
gram in northern B.C. will 
collapse unless the government 
steps up its predator control 
program, an MLA said Friday 

Stan Carnell (SC—South Peace 
River) said timber wolves and 
black bears are becoming such 
a hazard to livestock pasturized 
in the areas that farmers are 
going to remove their animals 

There are four major com-p 
munity pastures in the constitu-1 
ency, covering thousands of | 
acres. Farmers put their cattle 
in the pastures from May until 
October, while they are at work 
on their grain farms.

Carnell said during considéra- 
tion of recreation and conserva- “ 
tion department estimates in 
the legislature that many people 
have complained to him that the 

(game department is not doing 
enough to control predators.

He urged Recreation and Con­
servation Minister Ken Kieman 
to send in conservation officers 
to set poison traps.

I “If you don’t the farmers will 
I pull their cattle out and com- 
I munity pastures will fail for 
[lack of support,” he said.
I Departmental spending esti­
mates of $6.4 million were 
appro’

S: Vote Lists 
Worry MLA

*k4
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — An opposition : 
MLA expressed fear Friday that | 
many persons will lose their 
vote if Premier W. A. C. Ben- <

I nett calls a sudden election this
Jy Reason for the fears is the 
H redistribution bill awaiting royal 

assent. Once an election is 
T called, redistribution, which 
8j|| boosts seats to 55 from 52, takes 

effect. w
ü Gordon Dowding (NDP-Bur-I 

Eli naby) reminded the house the g 
Eg existing Elections Act gives only j 
® seven days for voter registre-1 
Hr tion. But under redistribution, I 

there would have to be a 8 
complete revision of the voters I 
lists. .1

Dowding said the government | 
could take advance action by | 
cabinet order to cancel existing 1 
voters’ lists and prepare new I 
ones under the new electoral | 
boundaries. I

Provincial Secretary Wesley! 
Black, in charge of 4elec“Jjj!l 
matters, answered: I wuib
certainly take that under ad-8 
visement if and when an| 
ielection is ca
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Two weeks ago everyone messed this fair province, 

expected it would be all over with equal treatment for all 
by now, but cabinet ministers and special favors for none, 
are being a bit stubborn, and as our premier puts it. 
that makes opposition mem- Well, that’s the way it goes 
bers talk and talk. in politics.

General rumor is now that * * ★
•v'!; prorogation will come next Cranbrook New Democrat

Wednesday, but nobody knows Leo Nimsick, scrappy type 
1 for sure. It’s something like a that he is, is quite sure 

! bingo game: Anything can Recreation-Conservation Min 
happen. ister Kenneth Kieman is

When there are three more desecrating our provincial 
members in the House after parks and ignoring our wild 
the next election a session will life, so that one of these fine 

yj last even longer, for give days there’ll be no birds and 
three MLAs each 12 hours to beasts and pretty deer.

«talk and you have three Mr. Nimsick. of course, will 
VJIdavs. never be really happy until

* * * the NDP is the government
jj: It's quite a merry-go- and he's the minister in 
•i round the Legislature gets on charge of wild life and parks. 

«Bleach session Such tactics When that happens, if it ever 
have been going for years. does, which is highly unlikely, 

Premier Bennett and his all will be well, in Mr. 
S|Social Crediters date all pro- Nimsick's opinion, and nobody 

gress in British Columbia will have anything to worry 
* from 1952. when they came to about, parks and wild life 

I# power. Before then, if we are being in such good hands as 
I'; 'to believe them, all was chaos his.
agi and gloom. However that may be, as

B Opposition members say the far as Mr. Kiernan's concern- 
■L premier and his crowd have *d. Mr. Nimsick, not knowing 
■Rheen, and are now. engaged in much, talks nothing but non- 
■putting British Columbia into ««nse. That's what Mr. Kier- 
|||fjthe same state of ruination nan said, Mr. Nimsick, in his 
■the government side says ignorance, talks nothing but 
Pu existed before the Social nonsense and rubbish. In 
Bf Credit light shone down and other words Mr. N. bores Mr.

FRIDAY, MARCH 25, 1966

Campaign Fund
Limit Sought

Sun victoria Bureau6™ 
VICTORIA — A bill limiting 

election c------• , , „ r—"pvuuuig was 1
g*!?* J? 2>e legislature 

New

cents per voter. amendments to the Provincial 
! Elections Act, was given first 
reading, and will come up foricampaign spending wasi

I debate later in the session. * 
Dowding also introduced a bill 

[which would establish 
budsman in B.C,

The ombudsman w 
called the commissioner of 
grievances, and appointed by
rhp pahinnt

^disclosing the source of all 
Selection funds.
I Candidates would have to file 
ja similar declaration showing 
I the source of all amounts over I

The declarations would bel 
given to the provincial chief! 

I electoral officer.
Dowding’s bill in the form of I

, - by Burnaby
I Democrat Gordon Dowding.

Dowding's bill would pn 
a political party from spew* 
more than $50,000 on elections 
each year.

It would limit candidates in 
ridings of 20,000 or more voters 
j^Bgding a maiimnm of i0

% V

■Vv
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Starting a New Ball Game
■

0*

00

Î Premier Bennett’s offer to share the 
B*cost of a Vancouver cross-town arterial 
8- road, as spontaneous and vague and 
^ hedged with cranky conditions as it is, 

; has significance beyond any specific pro- 
ject. It amounts to nothing less than a 
reversal of two of his government's most 
negative and city-crippling policies — the 

>. first restricting government aid to the 
> road-building programs of the province's 
• three largest cities to a set $500,000 a 

year, the second opposing' urban freeways 
in principle.

As usual, Mr. Bennett scatters con- 
~ fusion in his retreat. His government will 

pay one-third of the cost of a thruway, 
: not a freeway—a meaningless, harmless, 

j facesaving bit of semantics that an ap- 
Vj' preciative city can afford to indulge. The 
- : federal government must match the pro- 
ï; vincial contribution, without the device 

of re-routing the Trans-Canada Highway. 
Not a word from the premier on the 
length, the location, or the cost of the 
route which his government would ap­
prove.

It is a grudging about-face. But it must 
be remembered this is the man who in 
1962 said his government was “firmly

vincial purposes, that city property taxes] 
couldn’t and shouldn’t be expected to pay' 
for urban extensions of the province's 
highway system, that adequate access 
was essential if the city was to attract 
business and capital investment. That Mr.
Bennett turned about-face at all is what’s 1. 
important—and he will be respected for- *-13* ,it. wSW*

The one-third cost sharing formula jp 
pledged by Mr. Bennett, revolutionary as BMS&i 
it may seem to British
dwellers, still is considerably ____
50 per cent provincial contribution to'BS 
urban arterial roads that is standard in 
Alberta, and most other provinces. YetjH

r/'-;r ■ . :

; -"1

' 1 opposed to saddling Vancouver with a 
i network of .freeways which not only de- 

prive the city of valuable taxable land 
if' but do nothing to solve the basic prob- 
* lem of traffic congestion.”

This is the man who said “it is stupid 
Ki to take traffic downtown.” This is the 

< man who scoffed at arguments that gov­
ernment has a responsibility toward 
city highways which sene national-pro-

wgi -.c

its improvement over the present set1' 
grant ir so vast that few—and certainly ® ,
not Mayor Rathie—will stop to quibble. 8 

The main thing is that the government .
has admitted at last that movement of 'jm 
traffic through its cities is a joint re-j 1 
sponsibility. 1

Now Mayor Rathie has room to negoti-ïï^si^* 
ate. With the principle conceded, surely 
no obstacles remain that cannot be re- 
solved by the three levels of government, 
meeting in good faith.

We are told that hundreds of millions L 
of dollars of capital investment will fol-al 
low the construction of Mr. Rathie’s pro-p ;ï,‘ 
posed waterfront freeway. If Premier];]
Bennett is sincere — and a government; 
run-around on the freeway similar top 
that on the new First Narrows crossing 
would be incomprehensible — the entire! 
province will benefit.

Mayor Rathie could be right when he 8 
says that Vancouver at last has been ac-| 
cepted as part of B.C.

I mmm

Use Park Wealth,
ffMM

Says MLA É MLAAdmitsShares
fey IAN MacALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — A Liberal MLA 
I told the legislature Thursday 
I the provincial government 
I should ignore park boundaries 
| in the search for minerals and 
I timber stands.

“I’m tired of people going all 
| haywire about the sacredness of 
a (park) boundaries and 20 feet 
|away they don’t care about it 
I at all,” said Gordon Gibson, of 
I North Vancouver.

lie said there are not that 
I many mineral deposits in the 
■ province that can be profitably 
1 mined so those that are eco- 

I nomic should be developed 
| whether inside parks or not.

NOT SACRED
And he added: “Timber in 

I parks is no more sacred than 
I anything else.”

A Socred backbencher asked 
I him if he was stating the 
1 Liberal party’s policy.

“No he Isn’t," said Liber^sajd

leader Ray Perrault.
Gibson said the government! 

certainly should allow develop-1 ! 
ment of all existing mineral | 
claims within parks.

We can’t afford to go out p 
and buy out all those prospec-1:] 
tors. There’s too much money \ 
involved,” he said.
IMAGINERY LINES 

“It’s absolutely absurd,” Gib-g 
son added. “People want all this I 
welfare service and hospitals | 
yet they will stand in the roadjj 
of some company that’s not! 
really a company but a group | 
mainly from B.C.”

Gibson said park boundaries! 
are invisible, just imaginary! 
lines that aren’t even blazed | 
out.

‘I’m not speaking for this I 
group (the Liberal MLAs). 11 
have no right to, but I want! 
every dollar of federal money, f 
This is all one Canada and l| 
want them to pay the bill,” heg

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Opposition lead- 
*r Robert Strachan Thursday 

| challenged a Liberal MLA’s 
| right to take part in a debate on 
$ mining in a park because he has 

interest in a company 
I involved.
3 Strachan’s statement about 
j Point Grey Liberal Dr. Pat 
| McGeer sparked a furious 
B shouting-match in the législa­
ture during discussion of West- 
! era Mines Ltd. development in 
g Strathcona provincial park.

McGeer did not deny the 
j suggestion in the house, but said 
I he was opposed to mining in 
I parks.

Later, outside the legislature, 
I McGeer told The Sun he is a 
J minor shareholder in Western 
S Mines. The company office here 
R shows McGeer as holding . 500 I shares..

The row in the legislature

came over possible pollution of I 
Buttle Lake by activities at the! 
mine. Strachan had claimed an., 
ore processing solution contain h 
ing 250 pounds of poisonous I 
copper sulphate would ber 
dumped into the lake each Ü 
day.

McGeer, a chemist, said this L 
was not correct. He said the 250 • im­
pounds of copper sulphate would |r 
be consumed in the processing.

“I am surprised that the! 
member for Point Grey should ('j 
take part in this debate because ^ 
he is not a disinterested per-p 
son,” Strachan said.

McGeer was out of the house]j 
when Strachan said this, but h 
Premier W. A. C Bennett 
sprang to the Liberal member’s u 
defence.

Bennett said this was a | 
dastardly attack and Strachan H 
should charge McGeer to his | 
face. §

Strachan repeated the charge| 
when the Liberal returned. _

The Oppc 
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Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The go( 

Iment promised Thursday | 
■full pollution tests will be 
■before a mine is allowejg 
8start operations in Stratlf 
SPark.
L The promise came aftei 

ours of debate on Recrelj 
I Minister Kenneth KierT
■ salary vote, almost all
■ about Strathcona. a huge I
■ area on Central Vanc<| 
glsland.

The opposition was deal
■ against any mining in [ 
g park-

Kiernan maintained the I
■ crament couldn’t oust Wef 
I Mines Ltd. from its Cl 
I granted claims inside the| 
I vincial park boundaries.
| ASSURANCE GIVEN

But the Opposition ] 
ce of pollution
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Strachan Slams Kiernan 
For Parkland 'Give-Away'
By FRANK RUTTER ' minister allowed a spate of permit is issued by the récréa 
Sun Victoria Bureau mjne staking to begin all around ü°n minister.

VICTORIA — Oppositionjthe area of the 23 original!./ permit allowing WeeteroF®™™* 
| leader Robert Strachan Thurs- , , said strachan These Mlncs and ‘J* a5soc,lat/ com"\ day accused Recreation Minis- cla,m$; .,aid . 16”e Panics to mine withm the new
Iter Kenneth Kiernan of a new rlalms wcre made under class B area was issued by 

deliberate give-away of mining mining leases, not grants. Kiernan the very same day.
..................... .j rights which has gutted beauti- 162 CLAIMS Strachan said.

P/fî/’ provinciai parkiand. Altogether a total of ,62 ‘HARDLY WAIT'
P'-iBflk strechen lold the leB>s'aturc c|aim, werp staked in the area "They could hardly wait to ■

/ "the sad story of Strathcona hetween 1059 and 1964. when get their hot little hands on it," 
m 8 Hi Park" which he said has set a Kicrnan switched his cabinet he said.I Park” which he said has set a|Kiernan switched his cabinetjhe said.

| precedent that could wreck portfolio to recreation, said the Strachan said of Kiernan:
I more huge areas of parkland. Opposition leader. j "His every action since (1964)

The Opposition leader charged Jn 1962< Westcrn ^jncs Ltd., j has been directed towards:
1 Kiernan had begun e issued a prospectus which (giving the people he dealt with
1 away of Strathcona Park in 9 ; showed it had acquired the ! as minister of mines everything
| when he was mmister of min s,| r.ghts to all the claims, old and they needed to utilize the
1 and had continued when he ook.new cither by ownership orj property he gave them. 

0VEst7bl"hmTntln mining throuRh associated companies. -The whole purpoM of créât-
claims within the park has gone strachan continued. ing a Class B section was to let
on as recently as December 1 1" the same year, the provin-ithe minister, step by step, give 
ions stmehan disclosed cial cabinet passed an order this company the right to do

’ which excluded Strathcona Park;anything it pleases in the
LONG AGO from the jurisdiction of the park.

Kiernan said Strachan’s provincial pollution control “The government has been
charges were nonsense, mis- board. operating behind a facade,"
information, misinterpretation j j strachan said,
and distortion and blamed the SWITCHED Kicman's answer was to
alienation of parkland on last year, Kiernan as'allack,
actions of previous governments rccrcatjon minister, put a new „For lhc past hour and 10

‘S «he»!//8^ .TM ^
A Park$' “"frétât,on and distortion." he 

the park, which was designated But m May 1965- theiSa'We stand h,ad and shoulder,

,, i=f v
/ï ;pÉ

■

aClassApark. .'cabinet passed another orderiabove the rest of Canada in
The claims were never deveL whjch switched the designation terms o( park policy,” he said. | 

of sections of Strathcona Park. **we have created over 180 newI by a number of different people 
| and the area was not big enough 
I for an economically-feasible 
[ mine, he said,

including the mining-claims, parks since we became govem- 
to Class B. ment. We have created eight 

Industrial development is marine parks where there were
But in 1959, Kiernan as mines‘allowed in a Class B park if a I none before."

Pollution Tests 
Promised in Park

••

..

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The govern- 

Iment promised Thursday that 
■full pollution tests will be made 
■before a mine is allowed to 
■start operations in Strathcona 
|Park.

The promise came after six 
lours of debate on Recreation 

■Minister Kenneth Kieman’s
■ salary vote, almost all of it
■ about Strathcona, a huge wild
■ area on Central Vancouver 
■Island.

The opposition was dead set
■ against any mining in ' any
■ park-

Ivincial park boundaries.
I ASSURANCE GIVEN

But the Opposition pressed for 
isurance of pollution controls

inally got it — first from 
Resources Minister Ray Willis- 
ton.

"The lake will not be allowed 
to be polluted,” Williston said.

He said the pollution control 
board, under his department, 
will make tests of every level of 
Buttle Lake before the mine 
starts production.

Kiernan said a firm called 
Wright Engineering is conduct­
ing studies which will be passed 
on to the water comptroller in 
Williston’s department, and then 
to the recreation department

Kiernan also promised that if

Randolph Harding

.. it was found, after the mineKiernan maintained the gov- _ .. .. . •—b,gan operations, that chemi-
cals from it were polluting the 

, , . . ., .. lake, changes would have to be
granted claims inside the pro- made in the mine.

MACDONALD'S CLAIM 
Earlier Alex Macdonald (NDP 

yancouver East) said the ^hole

(NDP—fi
had bought up Western Mines'SKasl° .S1?.c*n) aaid ho waal 
claims. «amazed that the government!

had given wayHe referred to figues given by 
Opposition leader Robert 
Strachan about additional 
claims purchased by Western 
Mines in 1962 which strachan! 
said made the mine venture 
worthwhile. The additional 
claims cost the company $193,- 
000.

'That was a trifling sum 
which would have enabled us to 
clear out the mining claims 
the people of B.C. could have 
claimed the park for their 
own," Macdonald said.
'LOST OUR CHANCE’

He charged that Kiernan a 
year ago said it would have cost 
a great deal to buy up claims in 
the park.

"We lost our chance to save 
Strathcona Park," Macdonald 
said. "What a piddling sum."

to mining |
interests.

“If you let one mine in, 8 
you've got to let all in." he| 
said.

Bert Price (SC—Vancouver! 
Burrard) said the mine 
estimated to produce $100 mil-| 
lion worth of ore in six years.

He suggested an exchange of I 
property to create a park inf 
some other choice area 
Vancouver Island.

John Squire (NDP—Albemi)! 
pointed out: "This (Buttle) is I 
the last lake on Vancouver! 
Island saved from completel 
logging."

Kieman’s salary was finally | 
approved on the understanding! 
that more questions could bel 
asked during later debate on! 
detailed spending by his depart- ! 
ment. -
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B.C. Gives Ottawa 
Garibaldi Okay

lames
NESBITT

Joint Park Scheme Acceptable 
If Title Retained, Says Kiernan

Bv IAN MacALPINE 
Son Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—B.C. is prepared to develop 619,000-; 
acre Garibaldi Park as a federal-provincial park, Rec-i 

; Creation and Conservation Minister Kenneth Kiernan ji-ij
announced Thursday. ; ------------------------ jœgr1

He told the legislature the be propcrlv developed with the ; ' 
provincial government will wel- M„d 0f money offered by the 'if 
come Ottawa s participation in national government, but not on: . 
the park development but B.C. a provincial parks budget of 
must retain title to the land. only $2.3 million, the amount toj, 

Kiernan old MLAs he sent a be spent in the coming year.

VICTORIA—Cabinet ministers arc so used to opj 
_ positionists’ brick-bats that they look astonished and 

simper a little when there’s a compliment for then 
from across the crimson-carpeted floor of the legist 
lative chamber.

They beam, hearing a well-turned compliment, and thci 
they nod their appreciation. But they’re suspicious, too, know-j 
In g that the compliment is mostly followed by a good swif 

kick. The compliment, you seel 
is so often designed as a soften-l

“You can’t do the job on those ; "letter to federal Northern j
Affairs Minister Art Laing kin(i of p'canutV'Te said""
Wednesday advising him of the 
province’s attitude. MOVING AHEAD

The minister was replying to Kiernan. reading from the 
criticism from Liberal leader letter sent to Lang, said the !..
Ray Perrault for failing to act province's overall development ] ; jfj 
on Ottawa’s offer to develop of Garibaldi is moving ahead in}; * ,
Garibaldi as a national park. “an orderly and well-planned] v.-1 Gaglardi have it. Where roads in Vancouver are concerned|]

Laing previously offered $10 manner ’ . • he said, Mr. Gaglardi's nothing but a spanner in the wheels
million to develop Garibaldi The minister said the prov-l : of progress, with a horse-and-buggy mentality. He said Mr.l

Gaglardi neglects Vancouver and passes the buck to the fed- 
& eral government, and he bickers with Ottawa and procrastuvjj 

ates, and Vancouver suffers terribly. He said Mr. Gaglardi]

NESBITT

up process.
It was this way in the house! 

the other day. Alex MacdonaldJ 
(NDP. Vancouver East) lookcdF 
over to Phil Gaglardi, and withii? 
all the manners of a courtly jus-j 
tice, almost bowing, said: “I tak 
off my hat to the minister for the] 
job he’s doing generally on the] 
highways of this province.”

Mr. G. looked mighty pleased! 
but, wise man, he did not wrap! 
himself in a sense of false securj| 
ity. He had a suspicion some-| 
thing was coming—and it did.

*And so Mr. Macdonald let Mr.l

^over a five to 10-year period, if, jnce has established a nature 
the province would relinquish conservation area in the Black 

j, the big park north of Vancou- Tusk - Garabaldi Meadows
j region, a multiple-use i

I FEUD CLAIMED
Perrault accused Kiernan of 

1 inaction on the offer because of 
i a personal fued between the two 
rj ministers.

He said the park should be 
| given over to Ottawa because 
[jthe federal government would 
$ develop it as a major tourist 
I area that eventually could bring 
I in $?0 million a year.

Besides this, Perrault said he

area adjacent to the Golden @1 
Ears section, near Haney, and ! 
is allowing development of a 
commercial complex near 
Whistler Mountain.

Some remote areas of the j , 
park are as yet untouched but^L™ 
they probably would not interest

recreation j has the aud&city to offer $300 million for roads if the Yukon»
will join British Columbia, and at the same time he pretendsfc!

- } Vancouver either doesn’t exist or can get along very well on j 
its own.;., | A- ‘ '

I Mr. Gaglardi didn't feci par- less it is divided, antT*even] 
ticularly sorry for Vancouver then there are idiots who de-f> | 
and blames Ottawa because liberately cause trouble. 1 1
there’s no arterial highway 
through our biggest and richest

the federal government. KemanP* and most exciting and beauti-

However, he added: “We’re 
prepared to welcome joint de-

would rather see the alpine ! velopment propositions for the 
paradise under control of the Pe°Ple pf the province but if this 
tough National Parks Act than ps predicted on giving up title to 
the province’s park policy which the land, we respectfully de­
ls subject to pressure by [dine.’’
commercial exploiters. OTHER CHOICES

Perrault also said that Ottawa Kiernan said that if Ottawa 
is prepared to redraw the wants establish a national 
boundaries of Garibaldi to ehmi- park on the west Coast it 
nate the areas the province should buy some tidewater
believes contain mineral de- property and create a unique
posits. park.
COUNTER ARGUMENT Premier W. A. C. Bennett

This would counter' B.C.’s dcnied thal the provincial gov- 
argument that Ottawa made the i ernment has ignored the Ottawa 
park takeover offer only to get ’ °^er-
jits hands on provincial re- He said that about two years

Iful metropolis.

★ *
Part of the reason fori 

British Columbia’s bad record| 
on the roads is a division of?!

It has a great future, every- opinion, perhaps some kind of$ 
j body says, if: the provincial jeaiousy between the highways!? 
; government will only do its bit an(j attorney-general’s de-a 

'A—which it is doing, say gov- parents, 
emraent supporters, but which There ls ,ome evidence lhatL 
it is not, say the oppositionists. gllch exists. Premier W. A. C.fl 

|Ah! politics! Bennett, as the big boss
* * ★.- both, should bang their head

Liberal leader Ray Perrault, together and tell them to work!
I who, when mad, delivers most 
| telling punches, and NDP 
I David Barrett of Dewdney feel 
Ft highway speed limits should be 
I reduced after dark.

This makes good sense, but 
I Highways Minister Gaglardi, a 
kl stubborn type, won’t listen to

in unison for the good of the|j 
public.

Well, Here’s hoping Messrs.I 
Perrault and Barrett andl 
other - MLAs who agree with! 
them keep pounding away atg 
Mr. Gaglardi until he drops| 
speed limits 10 m.p.h after|

ources, he said.
| Perrault was backed by Gor- 

Gibson (L—North Vancou­
ver) and Dr. Pat McGeer 
|(L—Vancouver-Point Grey). 

McGeer ^aid Garibaldi de- 
lerves the prestige of a national 

Ipark.
Perrault said Garibaldi could

ago Laing said he wanted tog 
send in Federal engineers to| 
survey the park.

“We said we’d be glad to have I 
their engineers make a survey I 
of the park and said wdd give® 
an equal number of provincial I
engineers, but this

g this, and certainly doesn’t dark.
I agree with it, because he has Mr. Barrett also had a good 
■ convinced himself that as long idea of cats’ eyes along the] 
las drivers remain sober they centre line. As he says, yoi 
lean manage in darkness just very often cannot see thosi 
Bas safely and competently as all-important life-saving lines 
Bln daylight. in the rain.
| This cannot be so, because Speaking of rain, I’m not soj 
■darkness in itself is a hazard sure it shouldn’t be an offence 
]—and the blinding lights that to drive full speed in a down- 

arkness requires. The combi- pour—another natural hazard, 
ation makes for pure murder which so many drivers com- 

jand suicide, especially whenpletely ignore.
gh speed is added. When I hear MLAs debating j
If 60 m.p.h. is safe in broad highway problems, and other 

laylight, it definitely is not problems, too, eschewing poli-; 
er dark; the limit should go tics, I am convinced that we 

. have a pretty good system oftown 10 m.p.h. when dark- 
pess falls, except possibly on 
tivided highways.

hway is really safe un-

legislation, even though there] 
are many abuses, and it can] 
become mighty tiresome.

/HEN MINISTER

It's 'Mr.

the

By IAN MacALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Premier W 
E A. C. Bennett strolled into the 
| legislative chamber a few 
j days back as MLAs were 

deliberating spending esti­
mates and an opposition 

l member, noticing his return, 
['cracked: “Well, I see 
[ government is back.”

The.quip was one of many 
H over the years by Socred I critics who believe that Ben 
I nett is a one-man band calling 
p the tune for the entire cabi 
g pet.

Bennett smiled off the re 
^ ; mark and took his seat, but 

| : he has taken exception in th< 
i past to statements that he i: 
n Supreme commander of the 
| cabinet.

★ ★ ★
HE RARELY MISSES 

chance on the public platforn 
to tell his audience how eas; 

[ the premier’s job is — th
I ministers do all the work am 
;!the premier gets all th

II credit.
To hear him tell it, as h 

l1 often has, being premier 
1 like being on a permaner 

i j vacation. He doesn’t have t 
; ! worry about who’s mindin 
j the shop because he’s got 
[j many capable helpers.

But those of us who pec 
[jdown from the press galler 

loft in the legislature thin 
Ü somewhat differently.

From our narrow perc 
I above the Speaker’s di< 
i] we’ve got a birds-eye view 
b the cabinet benches and a 
| frequent witnesses to tl 
I whispered orders issued 
[[Bennett to ministers fencir 
[[with the opposition.

★ ★ ★
SOMETIMES, WHEN 

fj noise level on the floor isi 
y too high, we can hear t 
^premier’s instructions to 1 
| colleagues.

Bennett sits quite at ea 
1 when men like Attorm

Films
By Lo

Sun Viet 
VICTORIA - 

Iter Ralph Loti 
I met with exec 
I industry to ar^ 
| in B.C.

He said in 
I has met with 
I the National 
■ with Americai 
I who are invol



fHEN MINISTERS FALTER

It's Mr. Government' to the Rescue
By IAN Mac ALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Premier W. 
A. C. Bennett strolled into the 
legislative chamber a few 
days back • as MLAs were 
deliberating spending esti­
mates and an opposition 
member, noticing his return, 
cracked : “Well, I see the 
government is back.”

The. quip was one of many 
over the years by Socred 
critics who believe that Ben­
nett is a one-man band calling 
the tune for the entire cabi­
net.

Bennett smiled off the re­
mark and took his seat, but 
he has taken exception in the 
past to statements that he is 
Supreme commander of the 
cabinet.

* * *

HE RARELY MISSES A 
chance on the public platform 
to tell his audience how easy 
the premier’s job is — the 
ministers do all the work and 
the premier gets all the 
credit.

To hear him tell it, as he 
often has, being premier is 
like being on a permanent 
vacation. He doesn’t have to 
worry about who’s minding 
the shop because he’s got so 
many capable helpers.

But those of us who peer 
down from the press gallery 
loft in the legislature think 
somewhat differently.

From our narrow perch 
above the Speaker’s dias 
we’ve got a birds-eye view of 

i the cabinet benches and are 
frequent witnesses to the 
whispered orders issued by 
Bennett to ministers fencing 
with the opposition.

* * *

SOMETIMES, WHEN THE
noise level on the floor isn’t 
too high, we can hear the 
Ipremier’s instructions to his 
colleagues.

Bennett sits quite at ease 
when men like Attorney-

a

General Robert Bonner and 
Labor- Education Minister 
Leslie Peterson have the 
floor.

They are among his strong­
est ministers and are re­
garded by him as completely 
capable. Only occasionally 
does he interfere.

It’s when the weaker mem­
bers of the cabinet find 
themselves in hot water that 
Bennett begins to squirm, and 
swivels around in his padded 
leather chair to coach.

* * *
THE MOST AUDIBLE IN

structions he has issued of 
late were those he gave to 
Health Minister Eric Martin, 
who found himself in very hot 
water not only with the 
opposition but some of the 
government MLAs as well.

Martin has great difficulty 
standing up to public criticism 
— in public — as he was 
forced to do when his departs 
mental estimates came up for 
consideration. _

He usually has a pretty 
tough time of it anyway 
when the House gives exami­
nation to the millions of dol­
lars allocated for health and 
hospitals.

This year the roof caved in, 
and the health minister sat in 
stubborn silence as MLAs on 
both sides of the House 
pressed him for information 
about the government's pro­
gram for emotionally dis­
turbed and retarded children.

As Socred Ernie LeCours 
put it, “the minister stands 
firmly with both feet in mid­
air and goes into a song and 
dance to avoid giving an 
answer.”

If Martin couldn’t take it, 
neither could Bennett.

The premier attempted to 
stave off further assault on 
the minister but finally turned 
and counselled Martin: “Don't 
answer. Don’t answer.”

Martin obediently complied.
Bennett tried to take the

heat off his ministers several 
days ago by accusing the 
opposition of making personal 
attacks against them.

* * *
HE APPARENTLY

wasn’t too pleased, because 
some of the ministers had not 
stood up well to the political 
buffeting.

Usually when a minister ■ 
isn’t measuring up, the pre­
mier turns in his chair and 
tells them what to say and 
what to do. He runs the show.

Or he’ll take the floor 
himself to rescue one of his 
colleagues who, in Bennett’s 
mind at least, isn’t faring too 
well.

He did that recently when 
Peterson was being pressed 
for details about sharing of v 
operating grants to the three 
public universities, to assure 
the opposition there wouldn’t 
be a tuition fee increase this 
year.

And again, when Industry 
Minister Ralph Loffmark was 
trying to explain his theories 
on economic union with the 
United States, Bennett rose to 
straighten out the situation 
lest there be a mistaken 
impression.

* * *
WHEN THE QUESTION OF

Bennett's domineering role 
has been raised in friendly 
and private chats with cabinet 
ministers, they quickly deny 
that they don’t have a chance 
to have their say exactly as 
they choose to say it.

That is probably so, but ; 
Bennett certainly has the last |

The premier recently told 
the legislature: “I do not deny 
I'm the leader, the captain of 
this group for the past 14 
years. As captain. I'll take the 
blame for failures, but these 
people,” he said, motioning to ^ 
the Socreds, “will take the 
credit for success because 
they are a team.”

His statement didn’t do - M 
anything to deflate the widely- ® 
held belief that he is theÿj 
'government.

Films Wooed 
By Loffmark

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Industry Minis 

ter Ralph Loffmark said he has 
met with executives of the film 
industry to arouse their interest 
in B.C.

He said in the legislature he 
has met with the chairman of 
the National Film Board and 
with American banking officials 
who are involved in the indus-

meetmgs IjjjffiS. 
i (NDP-j|g

e:

Loffmark told of the 
after Alex Macdonald 
Vancouver East) asked the 
government to help the indus­
try.

The MLA said B.C. is ideally 
suited for movie-making 
because it has a good climate) 
and varied scenery.

He said the film Dr. Zhivago 
should have been filmed in B.C.j 
rather than Spain because this 
province’s countryside is more 
like Russia’s.

Macdonald said there is 
growing demand for televisj 
films and this aspect 
business could be pursued^ the 
irovince.

■■■Hi
TRADE MISSION

TO WOO ITALY
Sob Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Trade Minis­
ter Ralph Loffmark said 
Monday a mission to Italy is 
in the cards for the provincial 
government this year.

Loffmark told the legisla­
ture: “We’ll spend a little 
more time in Italy in the next 
year or two.”

Later, he told reporters that 
a trade mission to Italy is 
likely this year although de­
tails have not been arranged

IAS

gigE

;



mV-'

' -W

m
m*

:• TUESDAY, MAR
___
29, 1966

' ms

-e
James
NESBITT

NESBITT

PP@|
'■v •

S: >

VICTORIA—Monday saw the start of the last, 
wearying week of the 1966 session for your legis- | 
latuve. Even a weekend out of the legislative j 
chamber didn't make your MLAs feel much fresher, ! 
but back they all came to do their duty by the public.

Lt. - Gov. George Pearkes 
awaits at Government House the! 
call that will go out to him in a | : : 
few days to hurry to the build-fg 
ings to give royal assent to all 
the bills, turning them into laws,.' j 
and then His Honor will read thef ; 
prorogation speech, after which! | 
MLAs are free to do as they'1 
choose.

It will be all over for another i 
year, unless the premier should ' 
decide to call a special session to 
take over something or other,, 
and run it as a government en-i 
terprise.

Monday we heard some of 
the old Socialism vs. Private En- 

i terprise argument, about which we don’t hear so much any 
more, this Social Credit government being almost as socialistic 
as the New Democratic Party.

Some of the Socialists came right out and said the govern- 
i ment should take over the oil companies, but, hearing this, the j 
I Liberals expressed horror, feeling that some competition should j; 

be left Id British Columbia
The Liberals appear to Oppositionists dearly love';, 

be the last bulwark of free reminding this Social Credit 
government how well it looks 
after its own.

Monday, MLAs were de­
bating the department of 
fetrade and industry, with the 
minister, Mr. Loffmark, qp| 
and down answering ques-i! 
lions.

The votes for British Col­
umbia offices in London and - 
San Francisco were approved, | 
whereupon NDP David Bar­
rett, an innocent look upon his 
face, asked the minister who’s 
the agent-general ■ for British 
Columbia in London.

“Mr. Westwood,’’ replied 
Mr. Loffmark.

Who’s the agent-general in 
San Francisco?” asked Mr. 
Barrett.

Mr. Steacey,” said Mr.

enterprise, though 
■I premier, up to his neck in 

socialism, says thcre’d be 
nothing so terrible as the 
state socialism Robert 
Strachan and his crowd would 
give to British Columbia if 
ever the people were foolish ; 
enough to vote them into

However, that won’t stop 
our premier from stealing 
Socialist plank and parading it 
as his very own. That’s called 
taking a Social Credit second 

II look.
In the last week of a session 

you’d think members would 
Bgifp let down a bit. But they 

never do. They may hum­
drum along for hours on end, B

..

‘ and then can come an cxplo- V Loffmark. I
|sion. There’s as much fire and Mr. Barrett knew, of , 
i_ brimstone breathed into it as course, that Messrs. Earle 

HJ into the explosions early in !- Westwood and Newton 
the session, when everyone is ^ Steacey have these positions,
fresh and peppy.

The premier exuded charm 
upon Opposition Leader 
Robert Strachan, who Monday 
evening made a public speech 
outside the House. The 
premier wished Mr. Strachan 
well in his public utterance, 
and also a safe and speedy 
return to the legislature. It 
was most pleasant, and Mr- 
Strachan beamed, for while he 
sometimes roars at the 
premier, he is always happy

I to have the premier’s good 
wishes.

that they had been cabinet ^ 
ministers who were defeated, | 
and that the premier found fl 
good jobs for them.

Thus Mr. Barrett had his 
little joké, and in so doing 
comforted cabinet ministers, 
reminding them, though not in 
words, that should they ever 
be defeated Mr. Bennfctt will 
find them jobs. That is, if he’s 
still Mr. Premier; I can see 
no sign that he’ll be out after 
the next election.

> 'X.

NO OIL CURB

Bennett 
Endorses 
Perrault

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Premier W. A.

C. Bennett thumped his deskH 
enthusiastically Monday when 
Liberal leader Ray Perrault told 
the legislature the government] 
should not place unnecessary 
restrictions on the oil industry.

Perrault was commenting on 
the Morrow royal commission 
report which recommended the 
industry voluntarily give up its 
refinery-to-retail control over 
the gas business. Judge Charles 
W. Morrow also said no more 
service stations should be built 

| for five years.
J Perrault said he is opposed to|§ 
| the proposed holdup of station 
| construction.
] “We shouldn't have to put a

Istraitjacket on industry in this 
expanding province,” he said.
-g He added : “There shouldn't be 
unnecessary government re­
strictions on any phase of 
industry in B.C.”

Bennett pounded his desk at 
Perrault’s last remark 

Industry Minister Ralph Loff­
mark, whose departmental esti­
mates were under review, said 
the report is under active 
consideration and “it has high 
priority on my work schedule.”

Bowl Plan 
/Monstrous 
Blunder7

Sun Victoria Bureau 
| VICTORIA — An MLA 
; accused the government Mon­
day of making a monstrous 
blunder in allowing private 
development of Cypress Bowl in 
West Vancouver.

“It could have been a provin-

I rial park and now we’re throw­
ing it away,” said Dave Barrett 
| (NDP)-Dewdney).

Barrett said the government

I is going to allow the developers 
to create a gravel pit in the 
park, destroying the natural 

y beauty of the area.
“We’re creating a monstrous 

: blunder and I regret it. And 
;; regret it deeply,” he said during 
debate on lands department 

I spending estimates.
Resources Minister Ray Wil- 

liston whose salary vote was 
passed, confirmed that his 
department has received 
application for a gravel pit,- 
although it has not been] 
granted.

He said it must be studied

I also by the highways depart­
ment and approved by West 
Vancouver municipal planners. 

Williston said the developers

I need gravel for road construc­
tion in the area and for a 
parking lot.
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Bennett Branded
Hitler' in Vote Row

By FRANK RUTTER 
San Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Premier W. A.
C. Bennett was branded a Hitler 
and accused o£ denying people 
the right to vote as the 
legislature became an election 
battlefield Monday.

Bennett retaliated by calling j 
the New Democratic Party 
Communists in a two-hour de- L 
bate during which the opposition 
was beaten back on two at- * 
tempts to ensure a full enumer­
ation of voters before the next 
B.C. election.

The cause of it all was what« 
MLAs first thought was 
innocent amendment to the 
Provincial Elections Act. pro­
viding for registration of voters 
in the new constituencies under 
redistribution.
SECOND LOOK

But a second look disclosed 
the amendment only provides 
for transfer of names from 
.voters* lists of existing ridings 
land does not contain any 
procedure for a complete over­
haul.

Arthur Turner (NDP—Van­
couver East) said the amend­
ment was a device to avoid a 

’complete count of voters in the 
new ridings. The existing 
voters* lists are already hope-i 
lessly inadequate, he added.

Alex Macdonald, Turner’s 
|hj Vancouver East partner, said

the move was an indication the .
government plans an early 
election this year.

“They’re more interested in; 
calling a snap election for their 
own purposes than they are in 

' doing the business of the 
j province,*’ he said.

ASSURANCE ASKED
Randolph Harding (NDP — j : 

Kaslo-SIocan) asked government 
house leader Robert Bonner for 
an assurance there would be a 
complete enumeration before, 
the next election.

Bonner said he could not give 
it.

Then Harding pressed Bennett 1 
for an answer.

Bennett sat silent.
“He sits there like a little! ■ 

Hitler, just look at the man,’*! 
said John Squire (NDP—A1 ; 
bemi).

“I’m not having any of these 
Communists calling me a Hit-)' 
1er,” Bennett snorted angrilv.

When BUI Hartley (NDP— 
Yale) called on Bennett toi 
withdraw the remark. Squire | 
said: “Considering where the1 y 
remark came from I could notj 
care less.”

Later when Ernie LeCours <: 
(SC—Delta) said the debate was ,1 
a waste of time, the Soered 
government was again accused 
of being Hitler-like.

LeCours said voters didn't 
need spoon-feeding.

“Anyone with enough intelli- jyj 
gence to vote has enough fry 
intelligence to put their name f&à 
on the voters' list,” he said.

Replied Hartley: “The second 
member for Delta and the * 
members of the government 
think debate on the right of the 
people of B.C. to vote is a waste 
of time. Hitler thought democ­
racy was a waste of time, too. I

“This makes a shame and I , 
shambles of democracy in B.C.!
TWO VOTES

“Hitler said the right to vote - s'; 
was not important and that's 
what this government says in C ..

I this amendment.”
The government majority 

beat back opposition protests 
two votes.

The first vote, 27-18. upheld a 
ruling by chairman Bill Speare 
(SC—Cariboo) that an opposi­
tion amendment calling for 
enumeration by a door-to-door 
count of voters was out of 
order.

The second vote, by. the same, 
margin, approved the transfer! 
of voters' lists over opposition!; 
objections.

Frank Caldcr (NDP—Atlin)[ 
said he had been convinced 
there wouldn’t be an election1 
until next year.

“I've changed my mind.”; 
Caldcr said. “There’s going to I 
be an election this spring. I'll 
even go further and say this —

I don’t think this house is i 
going to be prorogued as j 
normally has been done. It looks j ; 
to me as though the premier is,; 
going to dissolve the house and j 1 
call an immediate election.”

Liberal leader Ray Perrault 11 
said the effect of the simple j ! 
transfer of names would disen-: 
franchise thousands of çligible! 
voters.

Harding said he estimated at 
least 100,000 people who could 

Behave voted were left off the 
existing lists, drawn up for the 
1963 election.

“I’ve never seen a complete 
enumeration since I've been in 
this house (17 years),*' said Leo 
Nimsick (NDP—Cranbrook). 
YOUNG INELIGIBLE 

He said there are many young 
people who have reached the 
voting age of 19 since 1963 who 
wouldn’t be eligible for a vote 

Lhis year by the transfer ofl

!.. ,, . — ■ , :r

[Reward Urged] 
For Shelford

San Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Government

I and opposition MLAs Monday 
both proposed a special reward 
for gasoline price crusader Cyril 
Shelford, but Premier W. A. C. 
Bennett didn’t bite.
The Omineca Soered was 
praised in the legislature for the 
time, effort and expense he 
personally devoted to fighting 
for equalized gas prices and his 
constant appearance during a 
year and a half of public 
hearings by the Morrow royal 
commission.

“The people of B.C. are under- 
a debt of gratitude to our i j 
member.” said Alex Matthew j\:|i 
(SC—Vancouver Centre). “WeH 
should do something to recoup jp-: 
him for the tremendous ex-j.'.'1: : 
pense the inquiry put him [3|
to"

Skeens Soered Dudley Little EM 
agreed, saying Shelford should B 
be reimbursed for his expenses, ghg,

Gordon Gibson (L—North Van- 
couver) said Shelford has been P® 
doing a fine job as well on other || 
subjects, including his role as ” 
chairman of the House commit­
tee on forestry.

“I would make him a Minister 
without Portfolio,” Gibson said.
“This would be the best thing 
for the people of B.C."

■
mm
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Election Change 
Gets Second Look

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—A Vancouver charter amendment that 

•y would give non-property owners the right to run for] 
HH civic office is going to be brought before the legislature 

despite its rejection by the private bills committee.
Attorney-General Robert Bon 

ner told the house Monday the 
section will be re-introduced 
when the bill comes up for 
clause-by-clause study in com­
mittee of the whole house.
THROWN OUT

1 The amendment, which would 
entitle any person resident in 
the city for a year to seek

_................office, was thrown out by the
committee headed bv Alex 
Matthew 

1 Centre).
f S C -Va ncouver

The action was taken because 
the Union of B.C. Municipalities 
thought the move should be 
given further studv 

Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van- 
couver East) criticized the 
committee’s action, pointing out 
that the amendment had city^ 
council’s approval.

“The committee, in turning 
its back on a recommendation 
of the city council, has done a 
great disservice to the city of^ 
Vancouver.” he said 

He said he intended to move 
an amendment later to reinstate 
the section.
FREE TO RUN 

Arthur Turner (NDP-Vancou- 
ver East) said a person who 

\ does not own property is free to 
run for provincial or federal 
seats and theoretically, at least, 

jg*i can become prime minister
This (amendment) came 

from a council accused of being 
council of wealthy people, of 

representing property interests, 
and this makes it all the more 
interesting,” he said.

Bonner said: ‘‘As a represent 
ative from Vancouver I was 

r struck with the desirability of 
the recommendation proposed 
by Vancouver city council as far 
as a tenant having the right to 
run for civic office is concerned. 
We are giving consideration to 
this and more will be raised in 
committee

jf, , ■: . .

1

.
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Gov't Action Urged 
To Push Oil Firms

By FRANK RUTTEl 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Socred Cyril

Tonger.”
Red Star was acquired by 

B.C. Hydro when the govern-

| many ways.” Shelford said.
4 “It could buy gas from any 

. company by bid, cheaply. The 
department stores can get gas 

ÿ for 14 cents (a gallon). I’m 
■ convinced we could do better 

than this. Then Red Star could 
to independent gas stations 

across the province.
BREAK FOR MOTORISTS 

“Believe me, the companies 
would start to talk turkey and 
motorists would start to get the 
break they deserve.”

By selling gas cheaply to 
Independent dealers, the gov 
emment petroleum firm could 
undercut the retail prices 
charged by the big companies, 
which the Morrow commission 
said were unfair.

The commission, in a report 
released last week, said gov 
emment action should be taken 
within a reasonable time if the 
oil firms do not adopt a number 
of recommendations, including a 
two-cent reduction in the price 
of premium gas, a moratorium 
on building new service stations 
and more equitable retail prices 
across the province.

“Unfortunately the commis 
sion (Judge C. W. Morrow) 
didn’t say what he considered a 
reasonable period of time,” 
Shelford said.

Shelford said Monday if the oii| ment look over the B.C. Elec -, 
companies don't act on recom-‘,r'c Co m 19** 11 now,„*’“ys 
mendations of the Morrow royal wholesale cas for use on Hydro 
commission within a year the P™**8 such 38 lhe Prace 
provincial government should ,B,VPr dam — 
step in with “strong action.” Opposition leader Robert

The Omineca MLA, whose Strachan said the Morrow 
crusade against high gasoline recommendations would be fair-’ 
prices led to appointment of the ^ easy *° implement and he ! 
commission, also told the legis- didn’t see why it would be i 
lature how the governmentnecessary to wait a year, 
could step in. The oil companies could make I

It could be done, he said, up thier minds within a week on 
through the government owned such a proposal as the two-cent 
Red Star Petroleum Company, cut in the price of premium gas, • 
a subsidiary of B.C. Hydro. he said.

“Red Star could be used in Leo Nimsick (NDP-Cran- 
brook) said if the government 
doesn’t take any action on the 
Morrow report within a year, it I 
will prove that the commission! 
was only appointed to appease! 
Shelford and public opinion.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van­
couver East), whose father 
headed a B.C. gas price com­
mission 30 years ago, said he 
has high praise for Judge 
Morrow.

But he said the judge was 
unable to determine the cost of 
producing a gallon of gas. This 
wgs because the commission 
wasn’t given wide enough terms 
of reference, Macdonald said. 
ADVERTISING RAPPED 

The MLA said the commission! 
should have criticized gas ad- j 
vertising.
. "To spend thousands and I 
thousands of dollars in adver­
tising that this gas is better 
than that gaà is ridiculous,’’ he 
said. “We know dam well it 
often comes right out of the 
same tank.”

Macdonald said the time has 
come to equalize gas prices 
throughout B.C.

“We accept that principle 
with Hydro and natural gas, and 
the Liquor Control Board andj 

NO NEED TO WAIT department stores. Why not do
“T thinlr nno I 11 witjl g**?” he 3Sked.I thmk one year. Then I °

would say the government Macdonald claimed the o.
year’s companies-, are “the most 

powerful cartel that exists
should step one

not fool around
I today
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Strathcona Townsite Okayed 
By Legislature Committee

*

m.

By FRANK RI TTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - The hjfttle of 
Buttle Lake appeared over 
Tuesday.

3 A special committee of the 
| legislature proposed that a 

mining company should be 
allowed to build a townsite for, 
its employees within Strathcona' 
provincial park in Central 

; Vancouver Island.
! Western Mines Ltd., which 
I has Crown-granted mineral 
(claims within the park. cant 
build its townsite “as close to, 
the mine site as practical’’ the! 

■ committee proposed.
“This is a class A snow-job." 

Opposition 1 e a d er Robert 
F‘Strachan shouted. as the 
Icommittee’s report was re-( 
ceived by the legislature 

Conservationists, outdoorsmen 
and park-lovers fought against

, —mmmrnrn""T 891■BBMBthe townsite through a series of ; j committee headed by Cariboo 
public hearings held by thetpSocred Bill Speare and loaded 
committee. i I with a government majority,
irorrur it Rul the Socreds and LiberalsiruuuHi ii combined against the NDP to

j They warned that beautiful1..1 x ■ •
! Buttle Lake. the choice!;
recreational area of the park, 
would be ruined by the mine 
and its townsite.

Strachan made a vain final a 
attempt to block the committee ii 
report in the House.

vote in the report 32-10.
Speare’s report said Western 

[Mines claims were granted 
before B.C. law's prohibited 
industrial activity within class A 
parks. In order to get around 

| the problem the present 
government had declared por-Âlthough the House only 'lions of Strathcona including the 

received the report, which does I claims a class B park, 
not mean its approval is à “It recognizes that the
required, it is expected a i principals have a previously

; certainty the government will® existing legal right to continue 
follow its recommendations. Mhe proposed mining operation,"
niSAPPROVAl 'lhe committee reP°rt saidI disapproval The townsite and the

Strachan said the only way he conditions under which it is 
and fellow New Democrat - built and maintained should be 
MLAs could register their ■ rigidly controlled by Recreation 
disapproval was to try 10| Minister Kenneth Kiernan,
prevent the House from hearing Speare continued 
and receiving the report from a

Fisheries Minister 
Proposed for B.C.

The provincial government k 
should also consider providing! 
funds for a fish culture branchy 
to improve spawning channels^ 
and access to them, the 
committee said.

Briefs to the committee at I 
‘public hearings almost without’
! exception recommended a full 
I time B.C. fisheries minister. At;;1 
present there is only a sxf 
commercial fisheries divti 

Iwithin the recreation depart^
I ment.

The committee also recam# 
mended that the govemaanf 
withdraw a bill before ttie 
legislature which would repeal | 
section of the B.C. Fisheries 
Act allowing for arbitration o| 
fish price disputes.

Recreation Minister Kennatl 
Kiernan earlier said the repeal 
was sought because B.C. ffelj 
Ottawa was responsible for such || 
matters.

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — A new cabinet^

I post of commercial fisheries t 
minister was proposed Tuesday [j 
by a special legislative! 
committee.

The committee, in its report 
to the House, said B.C. should 
set up the cabinet portfolio after 
establishing a. case with Ottawa 
for proper and satisfactory 
provincial jurisdiction over 
fisheries matters.

The committee, headed by 
Cariboo Socred Bill Speare, also 
proposed B.C. enter negotiations 
with Ottawa on limiting the 
number of commercial fishing 
licences to be issued, ex­
ploitation of B.C. coast fisheries 
by non-resident sports fisher-[ 
men, licensing of tidal sport | 
fishing and control of what it| 
called quasi-sport commercial j 
fishing activities.

Bill Setting 
SPCA Powers 
Needs Study

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — The legiala-1 

HI 1 lure’s private bills committee :
has recommended shelving a[ 
controversial bill setting outi 
powers under which the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals operates.

The committee headed by j 
, Alex Matthew (SC — Vancouver! 
■E Centre) said in a report filed 

Tuesday that the hill requires 
t-.< further study and investigation 
• of the provisions it contains.
;y The bill would consolidate 

j powers given 
protect animals 

I animal laws.
When the principle of the bill |;-v 

was being debated in the house, iSl 
members on both sides objected - ' 
to powers that it would give the 
society.

Among them were rights to 
HH seize and destroy animals 

within a specified time and to 
charge anyone who attempted 
to interfere.

At the time, Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner said the society 
would obtain no new powers and 
the bill would merely consoli­
date into one act the powers 
which it now has under several 
provincial statutes.

the SPCA to 
and police |
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James
NESBITT

>

Tenants

VICTORIA—It i* n very bad principle, and could ■ 
lead to all sorts of abuse, that an VILA should be paid 
more than his sessional indemnity, even though a 
job he does he considered above and beyond the call 
of duty.

Everyone in the legislature agree* that Social Credit Ml.A 
Cyril Shelford of Omlneca worked hard for man\ months.

hoping to trim the wings of the * 
gas companies, so that the people 
of British Columbia might get a 
better deal when it comes to run 
ning their cars He may just sue 
ceed in doing that.

For his good work, for the 
valiant fight he waged, the legis 
lature is voting him a $5,000 
bonus, in addition to his regular j 
$*,000 sessional indemnity.

Sure Mr. Shelford made many g 
sacrifices, and so did his family. | 
As he himself said, if there’s a 
bonus for anyone it should go to 
his wife, for she looked after the 

NESBITT farm when he was away fighting
the oil companies.

When he set out on this job he certainly was not thinking 
of extra money for himself. It was not he who eventually

brought up the matter in the Jjmje stunned by what he toqk 
house Members on all aides, t0 he an insuj1; well. there 
forgetting party differences. hed Rone and prepared a 

.aaid he should receive mon- apeech on forests, and made 
etarv thanks. jt as carefully as he could,

This, however, good as It and the minister didn’t know 
may be in this case, leaves i what it was all about. A fine 

■the way open to give any or situation! Who’s dumb, any- 
all MLAs handouts if special way. 

v jobs are done by them; if this That being the case, said 
.were followed through, MLAs Mr. Stupich, coldly, he could

H would have the edge, could make that speech all over
f ; well be in on the plums. ! again, right then and there. 

Where an MLA is concern-1 The premier looked 
ed. it's difficult to figure out 
what's the daily grind, which 

Ï the extra work. Actually no 
! work should be called extra­

s'it's all part of an MLA's lot.
This bad principle that has 

j been set could also work in

Escape
Deposit

m

reverse; if an MLA did notj 
i see some extra money for 
| himself he might sit down on 

the job, not bestirring him­
self to get out of his * own 
home block, or to take an in­
terest in any but his own con­
stituents.

* * *
David Stupich (NDP-Na­

naimo) specializes in forests. 
Like most members of his 
party he's quite sure the pres­
ent government is ruining 
our forests, but the govern­
ment is sure the NDP would 
really ruin the forests by 
socializing them. It all de­
pends on which side of the 
political fence you hang your 
legs.

Mr. Stupich made a long 
speech on forests this week. 
He went into great detail, 
showing he had been doing 
much homework.

All well and good, until the 
minister of forests, Hon. Ray 
Williston, rose up to say he 

I found it extremely difficult to 
know what Mr. Stupich had 

i been talking about for an hour 
I or so.

Well, said Mr. Stupich, 
luinely surprised and not a

shocked, fearing this could' 
well be so, and so he smiled ! 
upon Mr. Stupich coaxingly 
and said “next year.” The 
premier, you see is anxious to 'j 
get going — he wants the; 
session over as soon as J 
possible, though he would not® 
say so out loud. The premier j : 
makes as if there’s all the1; 
time in the world, and he j 
would not, for worlds, or even ; 
for votes, hurry the opposi- | 
tionists when they think they | 
have something to say that j> 
will redound to tjhe good of ,: 
all.

However, Mr. Stupich, took® 
the hint and didn’t make his Ü 
speech all over again. That;] 
Bennett smile won him over | 
completely. Besides, he hopes § 
to be here again next year, [ 
and by then his speech willE 
sound fresh, whereas if he I 
had made it a second time in g 
a row it would have sounded | 
stale, no matter how good.

Mr. Williston went through I 
such an opposition barrage 1 
that there were times he put I 
his head in his hands, and | 
rested his elbows on the desk, ! 
so thaj he might have some 
surcease from the endless 
voices, which, no matter how 
mellifluous they may be, wear 
thin, become harsh and 
discordant, as they drone on 
and on their monotonous

J

San Victoria Rurean 
1 VICTORIA — Vancouver '

|S residents who don’t own '
property were put hack in the 
running for civic election 

1 Tuesday withbut having to put 
up a deposit.

| The government over ruled a I 
>i* recommendation from the
• ; legislature's private bills com 
Hmittee and proposed an> 
i amendment to the city charter]
11 giving tenants the right to run - 

i for office.
The committee had tossed I.:

By out a city request for the kt 
. amendment on the ground that I 

the Union of B.C. Municipalities ’ 
wanted to study the idea.

Attorney-General Robert Bon . r 
ner not only reversed that 
recommendation, but even went v 
one better than the city’s origi- 
nal proposal. His amendment B 
to the charter, which was ap 4$gV:. 
proved by the House, wiped out ^ 
a city requirement for a $200 ^ - 
deposit by tenant-candidates 

At present only property-3 
owners can run for civic officeL 
in Vancouver

Only one MLA opposed Bon $■ 
ner’s amendment — Victoriaffl 
Socred J. Donald Smith. He ^ 
said it was unfair for Vancouver 
to get a concession which other 
cities and municipalities were. 
not allowed.

“This is discriminating F>‘. 
against other areas of thek^Jjg 
province.” Smith said. “Oncep- 
again the City of Vancouver is* 
getting extra privileges.”

Bonner said the government 
|would not necessarily object to 

all municipalities being allowed 
to have tenants run for office, ]. ^ 
hut it is awaiting an opinion| 
from the Union of B.C. i 
Municipalities.■■■ ■■I
Help Pledged 
On Dike Plan

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Premier W. A. 

C. Bennett Tuesday promised to } 
press for a solution to money 
problems snarling a plan for ; 
protection of the Lower Fraser (j 

| Valley against flooding.
Dave Barrett (NDP — 

Dewdney ) had charged the 
provincial government with 
failing to reach an agreement 
with the municipalities on the 
estimated cost of $4.8 million to 
build the dikes to a safe level.

Barrett said smaller munici­
palities like Pitt Meadows 
cannot afford their proposed 
share and suggested the 
province should pick up the tab 
to expedite the program.

Resources Minister Ray 
Williston said he has been 
negotiating with the munici­
palities.
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'Farm Pay Causes 
Labor Shortage'

Sun Victoria Bureau
l VICTORIA—B.C. will continue to face a farm labor 
shortage as long as wages lag behind those offered by 

t other industries, a legislative committee reported

This was the main finding of 
| (he agriculture committee.
I which admitted it could not 
I come up with a solution.

The committee, headed by

'CONTINUE INQUIRY'
However, the committee said; 

the subject of farm labor is far 
too complex to bring in a 
detailed report at present and j 

8Willis Jefcoat (SC— Salmon committee should be
Arm), was assigned to review 
the availability of farm labor.

It reported that insufficient 
evidence was presented during; 
its four meetings to indicate 
that imported labor is the 
answer to the problem.
CANNOT COMPETE

This had been usggested by 
jithe B.C. Federation of 
Agriculture, the province's main 
farm organization.

The committee said it appears 
that farm wages are not able 
to compete with the higher 
wages paid in other industries, 
especially in times of high 
industrial activity.

“The ways and means of 
improving farm income, while 
beyond the terms of reference 
of this committee, would appear 
to be a necessary approach to 
the basic fact that, as long as 
farm wages cannot -meet the 
competition of other industries, 
a continuing problem 
undefined magnitude will 
doubtedly exist,” it reported

of

reconvened at the next session . 
to continue its inquiry.

It urged that some measures ‘ * 
should be given consideration. I

Among these were suggestions ? 
that the government look into j < 
the possibility of bringing farm J 
labor under the Minimum Wage- 
Act:

That thought be given to; v 
making unemployment i n-1 |
surance available to the T’
agriculture industry on a 

| voluntary basis;
That the provincial agricul- , -j 

tural manpower committee || 
undertake a continuing study £| 
with commodity groups toll 
compile an inventory of farm Mj 
help.

The committee said the ,
manpower committee should 
ascertain labor requirements 
for B.C. farms, both in the|| 
immediate future and on a long J 
term basis, and hand over the | 
findings to the federal j 
agricultural manpower com .J 
mittee in Ottawa. :

ft ?.

MLA Claims Bill 
Aids Speculators

NEW FORESTS

Williston 
Waits for 
Seed-Drop

Sun Victoria Bureau 
■ VICTORIA — The provincial 
government is ready to spend 
$140,000 at the drop of a seed, 
Forests Minister Ray Williston 
said Tuesday.

The problem is waiting for the 
seeds to drop from the trees so 
it can be collected, he told the 
legislature.

Williston was answering jfc,' 
opposition critics who charged p* 
he was not doing a proper job of > 
re-forest at ion in B.C.

Dave Stupich (NDP — 
Nanaimo), said the forest : 
service is planting only 6,000; 
acres of new forest each year,

I while there is a backlog of 26 •
! million acres which need re­
forestation.

“The government is falling 
down badly on this job,” Stupich 
said. “Apparently it is only 
because we have not given it 
enough money.”

i ! Stupich said Williston is 
lotting down the whole economy 
of the province now and in the 

'future by failing to order 
adequate re-forestation.

.} » “Certainly we’d like to expand 
jour program,” Williston said. . 
f* He said the government has a : 
tnumber of nurseries and plans 
■ to open more this year.
|. * “But one of our biggest 
problems is we have to seed 
before the nurseries work,” he; 
said.
* “We have just gone through al 
period of eight years without a | 
seed-drop.”

As soon as the right kind of j ; 
: - seeds drop, Williston said, his [ 

department will spend $140,000 j .

to collect them. 
■

■Mp -ri lm
S/.-

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — A Vancouver 

MLA’s bid to stall a bill limitingI I school tax assessment increases 
until city council has had 
chance to discuss it with the 
government was defeated in the 

| legislature Tuesday
Alex Macdonald (NDP-Van- 

I couver East) was the lone 
;j opponent of the bill as it was 
H given its third and final 
jjj reading, 
j Macdonald said he was acting 
| on a telegram from city clerk 
I Ron Thompson which said 
I Vancouver council was opposed 
I to the bill and wanted it 
I deferred.

The bill limits assessment 
I increases to five per cent a 
I year.

“There is real concern that 
this limitation may hurt rather 
than help the residential 
homeowner,” Macdonald said.

“It will help the promoter, the 
land speculator, and industrial 
land owners and the taxes they 
save will be a new burden on 
the residential homeowner.

Macdonald suggested the bill 
should be amended to ensure 
that it was the homeowner who 
benefitted and that the limit 
would not apply to other 
taxpayers.

At first he tried to adjourn 
debate on the bill, but this was 
defeated on a voice vote. And 
on the third reading, all other! 
MLAs from all parties voted j 
against Macdonald.

VOLUNTARY ACCESS 
TO PARKLAND WORKS

Snn Victoria Bnrean
VICTORIA—Public access to privately-owijed£ 

recreational areas is working well on a voluntary| 
basis, a legislative committee reported Tuesday.

The committee, under Socred Bill Speare, MLAg 
for Cariboo, made no recommendations for change*! 
in the present relationship between industry and! 
the public. Industry is making access available onl 
a voluntary basis.

“A spirit of co-operation exists between in-k 
dustry, recreation groups and government," t(ie| 
committee reported.
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Non-Profit Forests 
Rapped by MLA

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA - An MLA said 

Tuesday that B.C. doesn't have 
enough trees — of the 
merchantable kind.

Ran Harding (NDP—Kaslo 
Rloran) said he is concerned 
over the amount of forest land 
that has not been properly re­
forested.

There are roughly two million 
acres in coastal areas that 
could he returning revenue of $6 
million a year if they were 
restocked, he said during review 
of forestry department spending 
estimates.
INTERIOR ALSO

There are another 6 4 million 
acres in the Interior that are 
not satisfactorily restocked and 
about 18 million acres of non 
commercial forest cover, he

“It seems exceptionally silly 
for any kind of government 
whose economy is based 
growing trees and selling their 
products that we have so much 
forest land not in a position of 
growing trees at this time,” 
said Harding.

“I’m not blaming you. Mr. 
Minister,” he told Resources 
Minister Ray Williston, “but 
this government has a policy 
that won’t give you the kind of 
money ou need.”

Harding said he is not happy 
with the $22.6 million allocated 
to the fores service in the 1966- 
67 fiscal year.
LOSING GROUND

“Service after service under 
the care of the minister is being 
starved by a lack of money,” he 
said, adding: “We cannot afford 
any longer to ignore the fact 
that we are losing ground in 
this particular respect.”

He also asked whether the 
department is looking into the: 
future to determine what 
species of trees should be 
grown to meet the needs of 80 
to 100 years hence.

“Many people in the cropping 
iend of the forestry business are 
concerned that we might not be 
growing the right kind of trees 
on the right land,” he said.

Williston said he can't 
forecast what the favored 
species will be in the future.

»

- •

j GAS PRICE FIGHT

A4L A Given 
$5,000 
'Expenses'

Sun Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA — Premier W. A. 1 

C. Bennett moved Tuesday to,• 
pay Omineca Socred Cyril 
Shelford a $5,000 government j 
grant for the MLA's expenses : 

[during the Morrow Commission ;
! on gasoline prices.

Shelford said be hopes to use 
■ the money to take his wife on a': 

B- trip to Europe.
Bennett introduced a special 

S-- bill to provide the money.
' Both government and opposl- 

; * tion MLAs Monday -urged the
g government to reward Shelford 

& for his efforts and expense, but | 
Bennett gave no hint then that i-5 

j he accepted the idea.
' Bennett’s bill would pay the8 

$5.000 out of the general B 
revenue of the province becauseE 
of the “special circumstances.” I 

At the same time, the billP 
contains a clause protecting [' 
Shelford's position. because | 
MLAs are not normally allowed! 
to accept payments from ther 

ffl public funds except for their j 
annual $8 000 salary. 

m Shelford said his work on the I 
gas prie* hearings over the past 
two years actually cost him^ 
about $6.000.

“But I was well paid Ini ' 
experience,” he added 

He said he plans to go 
Italy, Holland. Belgium and ft 
France to revisit places he sawB 
during war service. Jp

'ÿ| S£.

g 'RISKS' CLAIM REFUTED

Timber Concerns Accused
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Lumberman- 
MLA Gordon Gibson Tuesday 
accused the big timber

I
 companies of making false 
claims about the risks they take 
and public services they 

l perform.
* He read to the legislature 

from a MacMillan, Bloedel and 
Powell River Co. promotion 
pamphlet which said the 
company takes “all the risks” 
in developing the tree farm 
licences it acquires from the 
government

“That is not a true

I
 statement,” the North Van­
couver Liberal said.
Gibson said the company pays

I the government stumpage rates 
—,so much per tree — for the 

r it acquires.

! Included in the calculation, he debate on the spending|
said, is a “very generous estimates of Forests Minister!
allowance” to ensure the IRay wuliston
company can make a profit. 1 . . .

„ , ,. The ministers only answer togHe also attacked the big ......K
companies for claiming they ^™son was: *et the best |
perform such public services as use possible of Crown land!
re forestation, building roads, j under these arrangements.’ 
insect control and fire-1
fighting.

“Make no mistake about it,I 
the people pay for every bit ofL 
this work," said Gibson. “Thel 
stumpage profit includes allow-j 
ances for all these things.”

Gibson said the public should I 
know that the managements of g 
the big companies are in y 
business for one reason only — | 
to make a profit for| 
shareholders.

(0eech came
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VICTORIA—Social Credit MLA Don Id Smith ; 
Vitcoria City doesn’t understand why the govemmé 
permits non-property-owner residents to tin for c‘ 
council in Vancouver but not anywhere else in 1 

y province.

This makes no sense to him, 
and, indeed, it does make no 
sense at all, except to Van- 

. couver city council.
' It’s the same with paid 

- . Sunday entertainment. The 
movies are open in Vancou- 

! ver, but not in Victoria, or 
3 ■ elsewhere in British Colum- 

' bia.
This silly state of affairs 

has to do with a sacred cow 
|. . — the Vancouver city charter.

This places Vancouver apart! 
> from every other area in the . 

"<• province.
If Sunday movies are not 

sinful in Vancouver, how can 
'■* . they be sinful in other places. 

Ask any cabinet minister 
about this and he’ll mumble 

, . something about how nice it is i 
f , that commercialization should : 

. A not be allowed to overrun the 
peace and calm of Sunday.

This government is the 
. ' conscience of everywhere in 

British Columbia but Van- 
|couver. It’s no wonder Vic­

toria’s Mr. Smith is baffled 
where some laws and rules 
are concerned. Vancouver 
doesn’t seem at all part of 
this province. It is a law unto 
itself.

★ ★ ★
It was noted here the other

day the difficulties the cen- mfoihaoe
4nmnid1 n *** n* it t A' TI)tennial committee had in 

a typically British■-------------------finding

—
Ml

-Columbia song. Finally, be­
cause of scarcity of local 
talent, they imported songs 
and singers from the United 
States.

Some wag now sends me 
what he says might be the 
words to a centennial song if 

III only, some composer can be 
found to put them to a lively 
tune that will set us ail 

; singing, humming, whistling 
and tapping our feet, a song 

.so entirely fetching that all of 
California will come running 
to see us, and spending their 
dollars.

The words are:
An election, an election, oh 

goody, an election,
\ You can say an election
\ we’re always expectin’.

But when, he won't say, not 
jg| now, anyway.

This year is good, our Cen- 
■ tennial should
! Stand him in good stead at j 
*' the polls.

; l But next year’s good, too,
1 For there’ll be another 

; ! Centennial ’do’.

And ’68 could be even bet-A 
ter for W. A. C.

yÿ;*^or he says, by thenJjÆ’ll

$u That’ll bring the world to 
\B.C.

■jjpjp
■

'gi- -,

FERRY FLEET

House Prodded
Sun Victoria Bureau 

, VICTORIA — House leader 
Robert Bonner asked the legis­
lature Wednesday to speed 
through approval of the remain­
ing departmental spending esti­
mates so it won’t be necessary 
to call the lieutenant-governor 
into the legislature to approve 

! an interim supply bill.
1 The legislature, now in its 
i ninth week, is about to prorogue

within a day or two, probably 
Friday.

The government’s fiscal year | 
begins April 1.

If the house is not finished its | 
business before the start of the p 
fiscal year, the government 
would invite Lt.-Gov. George 
Pearkes to approve a bill giving I. 
money to the government to| 
finance the start of its year.

The MLAs have yet to give^ 
approval to estimates of the, 
provincial secretary’s depart-1 
ment, the department of wel­
fare and the public works | 
department.

Gov'f Told 
To Avert 
Strife

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The provincial i 

government was warned Wed- : 
nesday to do something to aVèrt j 
serious labor strife in B,C.’s j 
ferry fleet.

Employees failed to win 
action from the civil service 
commission on their complaints 
about working shift conditions, • 
and have requested appointment 

, of a board of reference, to hear 
' an appeal.

Alex Macdonald <NDP Van­
couver East) told the legislature 
it is now up to the Cabinet to 
appoint a chairman of a board.

“There is great unrest among! 
the employees,” he said.

Macdonald said the govern- ; 
ment has procrastinated and 
hesitated about making an 
appointment.

Provincial Secretary Wesley ; 
Black said he realized ferry I 
problems are serious.

But, he said, the civil service | 
commission has appointed | 
former labor department con­
ciliation officer W. T. Mc­
Laughlin as ferry personnel 
officer.

“We’re hoping some of the 
dissatisfaction that exists there 
can be ironed out,” Black said.

He added the Cabinet will j 
consider the board of reference I 
appointment “when I place it 
before them.”

B.C. Seeks 
Road Aid

Sun Victoria Bureau 
A VICTORIA — Mines Minister,! 
i Donald Brothers said Wednes r 
jday he plans to go to Ottawa 

*soon to seek federal aid for| 
^completion of the northern B.C 
1 road between Stewart and 
jCassiar.

He was answering opposition; 
i complaints in the legislature tj 
£ that little was done on the road H 
| last year by the provincial | 
| government.

Brothers said he will meet j 
| federal Resources Minister | 
I Pepin in May or June to ask forB 
laid for the Stewart-Cassiar and y 
I other B.C. mining roads.

The Stewart-Cassiar road was I 
1 launched under a federal-1 
| provincial cost-sharing program
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Campbell Attacked 
Over Land Deal

By IAN MacALPINE 
Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Three Opposi­
tion MLAs rained strong criti­
cism on Municipal Affairs Min­
ister Dan Campbell Wednesday 
for his handling of last year’s 
Coquitlam land deal involving 
municipal officials.

He was accused of absolving 
the officials involved while 
ignoring the ‘plight of a Coquit 
lam couple who suffered 
damages as a result of the land

The attack was mounted by 
Opposition leader Robert 
Strachan and supported by 
Dave Barrett (NDP — Dewd- 
ney) and Gordon Dowding 
(NDP — Burnaby).

During the throne speech 
debate eight weeks ago 
Strachan claimed Campbell had 
smoothed over the case because 
one of the Coquitlam officials 
involved was an active member 
of the Social Credit Party. 
BLOCKED VIEW 

The land deal came to light 
when Mr. and Mrs. W. J. Stepp, 
of 965 Leland, complained that 
municipal assessor William 
James Joyce was erecting 
house that extended onto muni­
cipal property and blocked their 
view of Burrard Inlet.

It was alleged the municipal 
' council later passed a bylaw 

allowing sale of the land to 
]Joyce for about $300, even 
j though the Stepps offered about 

‘ $1,000 for the property.
The case led to appointment 

.of a commission to investigate
tm .\tr, -

the transaction and më com­
missioner ordered that Joyce 
and municipal clerk Francis 
Leland Pobst be suspended.

The cabinet later passed an 
order-in-council reinstating the 
officials. Strachan claimed 
earlier this action was taken 
because Pobst was a Socred.

Pobst admitted he was a|| 
member of the Socred Party, || 
but said this had nothing to do) 
with the reinstatement.
RENEWS ATTACK 

Renewing his attack Wednes-

•Pl Vi -wan.-aI municipality was însti 
correct the situation,” he said. I 

; ‘GUILTY’
( Campbell said its is clear that 

I, ? - the municipal officials were 
guilty of technical infractions of 

L /£ the Municipal Act, but the 
■J$ elected council was responsible 
; for its own actions.

“It was the view of this 
minister that the council should | 

j provide the penalty for what ™ 
was already a stated case of 
indiscretion and a very marked

Renewing his attack weanes- ; display of technical inability,” 1
day, during review of municipal . '^e said.
affairs department spending i • 
stimates, Strachan said the 
action taken by Campbell is 
proof that B.C. citizens do not 
have recourse if they are 
wronged.

‘There isn’t much use any)
i citizen in this province com- 
! plaining about any actions of 
municipal employees in this 

j province, no matter what they 
do, because this minister will 
cover it up.” Strachan charged.

Referring to the Coquitlam 
case, the NDP leader said: 
“Why didn’t the minister take 
some action to compensate the 
people really hurt in this thing? || 
This should have been his prime 
concern.”

Campbell replied that the 
matter was not his responsibil- 

! ity, but the responsibility of the 
1 municipal council.

“We took the position that 
this was quite improper conduct 
and the municipality was so 

•j informed and in fact the 
■■

.

“I say and continue to say to j 
this council that these were 
improper actions and they are 

t in a position to correct these 
improper actions, and there the 
matter rests,” Campbell added.

Strachan repeated that the j 
people hurt by the transaction^ 
were left without compensation, j 
‘NO CONCERN’

“You sit there smug and self-® 
righteous, ignoring the problems 
of the two people who have been ] 
hurt.” said Strachan. “He 
(Campbell) has no concern fori 
the aggrieved citizens of this 
province and when that happens | 
we are in trouble.” i

“Will the minister see Mr.@ 
land Mrs. Stepp in his office and ]
: , explain why he passed the order- f 
! in-council?” Barrett asked.

Attorney-General R o b e r t|
! Bonner, speaking for Campbell, |j_ 
I said the municipal affairs min- 
Mister would be “quite happy to|| 
I see the Stepps in his office.”

JF/SH PRICE 
; POWERS KEPT
\ Sun Victoria Bureau 
| VICTORIA — The provin- 

1 cial government has decided 
to retain powers of arbitration 
in fish price disputes.

The government earlier had 
proposed repeal of a section 
of the Provincial Fisheries 
Act which provided for arbi- 

! tration, because it felt this 
was a matter for federal 
jurisdiction.

I Attorney - General Robert 
Bonner Wednesday withdrew 
the repeal proposal in the 

| legislature after fishermen 
; urged wider provincial juris­

diction over the fishing indus­
try

Too Moderate'
WÈ'jliï Sun Victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA — Liberal leader 
Ray Perrault said Wednesday it 
is a scandal that the B.C. 
government does not spend 
more money on promotion of 
moderation in drinking.

Perrault pointed out to the 
legislature that the government 
is getting about $39 million a 
year in liquor sale profits, yet it I

gives only $200,000 to the B.C. HHP 
Alcoholism Foundation.

“I see an absolute absence of 88M 
any advertising in B.C. that 
promotes moderation. I think 
we should be ashamed of 
ourselves,” Perrault said.

Perrault said other provinces 
are conducting moderation 
campaigns.

Ontario is committed to spend 
$100 million over 10 years on 
such a program, Perrault said.

“There is a moral responsibil­
ity to try to educate people to 
use this lethal weapon of alcohol 
in moderation,” said Perrault.

“It’s reached the stage of a 
scandal in B.C. that we’re not 
doing more about this prob­
lem.”

Perrault said the government 
must grant more money to the 
Alcoholism Foundation.
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B.C. Medical Plan 
Enlists 200,884

Black Claims Gov't Scheme 
Overcoming Growing Pains

Sun Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The provincial government's subsi­

dized medical care plan came under scrutiny of the 
I legislature Wednesday for the first time since it was 

»? established last year.
blamingcoverage,

IbCMP as the main factor.
He also complained that ad- 

]ministration costs of the plan 
'are eight per cent.

He said that is too high and Is 
due to the number of poor risks 
and the cost of advertising.
LOW-INCOME EARNERS 

Black replied the government 
j is giving thought to the number

; w is feeling the effects of growing F 
Eftjpains, but said these are being 
pflovercomc.

The plan now covers 200,884 
persons, he said.

The plan was approved by the 
legislature at the last session 

^ and launched Sept 1
Opposition leader Robert:*® 

*'• Strachan complained it does not - 
. (4* cover prescription drugs, and 

asked when it will be made a. 
P.' comprehensive scheme, 
jg-CAN’T AFFORD PREMIUMS 
R He also said there are about . 
Hk 18,000 unemployed employables 6H 
| in B.C. who can’t afford the ^ 
to; premiums, despite subsidies, 
gj He said many poor risks have^,: 

V*'. transferred to B( MP from'^ 
8 other plans, and claimed that» , 
jg • 15,000 have switched from I 
BJ? Medical Insurance Incorporated k3 

and about 800 from Fraser L 
Valley Medical Plan.

Strachan estimated that close I 
E. to 250,000 have no medical L.

ers come into effect Friday.
From April 1, the government^ 

will pay !»
| premiums for pc 
4taxable incomes 
p premiums u A-- 
»j incomes l 
;; Liberal
{ asked if B.C. was one

er cent of 
sons with no 
and half of 

of those with taxable 
under $1,000. 

leader Ray Perrault 
of the six

• provinces which haveindtcalfiiL 
I they arewllUmUâ^lWale in 
IwelWiememcare plan

Plow Back 
Park Profits 
MLA UrgesBlack was answering ques-j 

tions by Gordon Dowding* (NDP- 
Burnaby) who expressed con-1 
icern about the use of marijuana 
by young people.

“It seems to me something 
should be done about testing [ 
marijuana, and seeing the dif-1 
ference between it and other! 
drugs,” Dowding said.

Dowding said there should be 
a distinction between the 
severity of court sentences for! 
use of marijuana and such j 
drugs as cocaine and heroin.

He said this did not mean he 
felt marijuana was not harmful, j

“The trouble is marijuana is. 
becoming a social problem,” | 
Dowding said.

Dowding said “pot parties” of j 
young people are becoming : 
fashionable.

One of the answers, Dowding ] 
said, would be an education! 
program.

Black said the Narcotic Foun­
dation will be asked to do 

I this. I

Hang 
Pushers 
— Black

Sun Victoria Bureau 
f VICTORIA — A Socred MLA ; 
I Wednesday proposed that any 
government revenue from ' 

i mines inside parks should be 
used to improve other parks in 
the province.

The suggestion was made in 
t;the legislature by Bert Price, j 
“!MLA for Vancouver-Burrard, j 
jwho was a member of a special i 
^committee which recommended '. 
pearlier that Western Mines Ltd. 
Sbe allowed to build a townsite 
iinside Strathcona Park, 
s Price spoke during debate oni| 
|the estimates of Mines Minister^ 
/Donald Brothers.
j “There is going to be someE 
mining under park-use permits E 

!in the province, though I hope|| 
it’s as little as possible,'

By FRANK RUTTER 
Sun Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Provincial Sec-| 
retary Wesley Black said Wed-| 
nesday he favors capital punish- j 
ment for drug pushers. f

“I’m all for capital punish-! 
jment when it comes to these! 
I people, because they are the 
lowest form of animal life that 
crawls upon the face of the 
earth,” Black told the legisla­
ture.

Black also said the provincial 
government will approach 
Ottawa for federal aid toward 
studies on marijuana by the 
B.C. Narcotic Addiction Founda-1 
tion, which operates under a! 

I B.C. grant. ____I

“Any revenue should become 
! available to the parks depart- 
! ment,” he said.
! Brothers did not comment on ! 
the idea.

j However, he told Opposition j 
leader Robert Strachan he did 

I not know how many mining 
claims had been granted within 

| park boundaries last year.

a


