


FRIDAY, JANUARY 12, 1912

Revenue. 1908-1910 1910-1911
et April to 1st April to
1st March. 31st March.Dominion of Canada- 

Annual payment of Interest...............................
Subsidy .....................................
Grant per capita ...................
for lands conveyed .
special grant B. N. A. Act,

1907.......................................
Land sales ......................................... . .........’**
Land revenue .............„...................!.'!!******** ***
Survey fees .................... ..
Rents, exclusive of land ........................ 1 .!!!!*****
Timber leases ................................*;*;*’****................
Tlml»er royalty and licences

miners’ certificates .. j............... .............!!!."’[*[
Mining receipts, general .........................
Licence», trade and liquor...........
Licences, game
Licences, commercial travellers
Tines and fees of court................................... /.*.!!**
Probate fees ..  *.!.*.*..".**
Succession duty ...............................................
Law stamps ...................,e..............
Registry fees .. ...............]’]**’
Sa*c of government property ......................................... *
Marriage licenses ...............................................
Revenue tax ............................................. ......
Real property tax ...................................................
Personal property tax ............
Wild land tax (including coal and timber lands) ..
Income tax ...................................".....................„............. ..
Mineral tax /.........]
Royalty and tax on coal ................................................. ..
Revenue service refunds ................................................
Tax sale deeds................................................................. ..
Tax on un worked Crown-granted mineral claims...
Prlpting office .................... ...........................................
Registered taxes (all denominations) .............. ..
Bureau of Mine-r ............................................................
Hospital for Insane ...........................................................
Provinca! Home........ .................... . ..........................
Reimbursements for keep of prisoners .................... ..
Chinese restriction (Act, 1884. Dominion Statutes)
Traffic tolls, New Westminster bridge............ ..
Interest............................... . .........
Dykes Assessment Act, 1905 (tax on lands against

capital charge) ................... ....................................
Boiler inspection fees .......... ...........................................
Log-scaling fees .................................................................
Fishing and cannery licences.........................................
Miscellaneous receipts ....................................

29,151.06
150,000.00
142,926.60
100,000.00

29,151.06
150,000.00
142,925.60
100,000.90'

ARGER INCREASE IN
OUTLAY THAN INCOME

100,000.00
2,618,188.75

176,788.11
16.871.85 
' 109.00

85,876.29
2,234,099.31

53,095.07
91,263.75
68,961.49
7,280.00

700.00
30,734.60
19.463.86 

108.496.39
24,600.20

408.826.16 
2,068.67

17,490.00
260,682.00
336,744.26
161,692.88
260,904.71
190.984.16 
102,608.93 
222,722.91

1,735.25 
610.00 

39,869.65 
65.194.44 

204.72 
687.00 

24,064.67 
3 895.83 
1,286.20 

356,200.00 
29,901.35 

157,493.13

100,000.00
2,431,231.36

321,586.9»
18.052.97

230.00
108,857.75

2,357,951.32
68.937.86

105,319.56
92,498.00
7,816.90

200.00
46.203.69
37,294.41

200,459.88
30,992.30

613,092.22
7.820.82

17,580.00
313,338.00
352,372.44
179,052.70
316,130.83
192,924.78

91,038.48.
248,382.86

1.483.32
560.00

42,020.84
127,776.49

38.91
917.00

26,274.07
308.30
793.45

1,066,000.00
23,817.81

248,772.40

Revenue Increase Largely From 
Chinese—Outlay Greater 

on Reads and Bridges

Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. 11.
The public accounts for the fiscal 

ft sir ending Marsh 31" last are the7flrst' , 
since the change in that period which 
permit of a comparison being made be­
tween 1**0 complete years under the 

Sessions'sLastnew arrangement, 
biuebook had to be compared wlth-the 
nine-month period from July 1, 1908, 
following the last day of the last year

■-------miold system, to March 31, 
1*09. the closing day of the fiscal year 
as . it Is now reckoned here and gener­
ally throughout the Dominion. The ac­
counts fbr the fiscal year which were 
brought down to-day are comparable 
with those for the year 1909-10, the first 
full year of the new system.

The net revenue for the year was $10,- 
492.892.27, as compared with 38,874,741.94 
in the previous year.

The het expenditure for the year 
showed an Increase of about tw’o hun­
dred thousand more than the Increases 
In the revenue, the figures being for the 
year under review' 38,194,802.95, as con­
trasted with 36,382,993.27 In the year 
1900-10.

Of the increase of 31.618,000 in the 
year’s revenue the bulk is accounted 
for by the province’s share o* the Chi­
nese head

19,080.07
20,827.04
27,618.64
82,667.79
62,751.48

19,080.07 
19,614 62 
21,698.76 
*1,340.00 
45,632.70

310,430,968.4238,818.596.28mmm tax and legal fees- - -The 
former jumped up from 3356.200 to 31.- 
066,000, an increase of 3710.000. Regis-

61,923.85Interest on investment of sinking funds 56,145.66

310,492,892.2738,874,741.94try office fees are 3206,000 greater than 
in 1909-10. probate fee* 318.000 more, 
succession duties 392,000. fines and -fees 
generally 316,000. The revenue tax < 
brought In 353.000 more, personal prop- * 

i erty tax 318.000 more and real property :
tax SI7.000. '

| Gther large. Increases were 3147,000 In * 
land revenue (although the revenue ^ 
from land tax safes was 3180.000 less), ; 
3123.000 in mining royalties, 3140,000 in 7 
general miplng receipts. 391,000 in 
interest. 362,000 in printing office in- - 
come, $34.000 In trading and liquor It- ^ 

j cvnges. and 326,000 in royalty and tax 
*“ Apart from the decrease 4>h .

683,021 40
288,820 21

1,673,264 80
66,496 26

6.670,979 49
2,798,776 25

611 18

56,173 95
227 31

112,245 00 
15,525 S3 

647,072 00bind sales the only other Item in which 
there was a decrease of note was in 
the mining tax, 311,600 less, 

j. Greater- part of the increase of 3L- 
R11.000 in expenditure Is Under the 

i head of public works and the sub-head 
of reads, streets, bridgea and wharves,

! which called for an expenditure of 31.- 
! OtlQ.COO more, than the yéa» before. There 
i Wa>\*n • Itidrtiape

Nakusp and Slocan Railway, mortgage account .............. v
Shuswap and Okanagan Railway Cq. (amount paid for interest on 

bonds, etc., in excess of Dominion subsidy and net earnings).. 
Nakusp and Sioc&n Railway Go. (amount paid for interest on 

bonds, etc., in excess of Dominion subsidy and net earnings).. 
Security Investment in B. C. 3 per cent Stock for B. C, Plate Glass

387,771 07

181,163 13

970 00

of 3249.000 In the 
RHUl&rKn ah!* buildings 

l ive education department spent $102.000 
more and .other Increases were $114,000 
one civil government. $95.000 on hos­
pitals and charities. 344.600 on the 

ranee of public Institutions and 
.♦>0*00 on the administration of justice. 
Mb ^expenditure op. legislation shows 
;• dccr.'asr* of 343,000. due to the elec- 
ti-yi expanses haying swelled the fig-

50,000 00
( Imperial Bank of Canada, Vancouver (cash deposited by the 

Western Fire Insurance Co.^as security under section 6 of the
1 Company's Act of Incorporation, 1910) ............ .....................
‘ Comox Creamery Association ( Loan, “Dairy Association AjCt")...

Abbotsford Creamery Association (Loan, "Dah-y Associations 
1 Act’*-) • ...............

Salt Spring Island Creamery Association (Loan,
tions. Act") .......... .......................................................................................

' Okanagan Creamery Association (Loan. ‘ Dairy Associations Act”) 
White Valley Creamery Association (Loan. "Dairy Associations

Act") .......... ........... t...............................
; Co.vtchan Creamery Association (Loan,

Dewdney Municipality (Loan, "Dewdne

15,000 00 
1,500 00

400 00
“Dairy Associa-

1,000 00
1.000 00

■pHl&fw
try Associations A<$t’,)‘ 2,000 00
mlcipality Relief Act, 
........................................... 13.369 271906”)

Zinc Company (Loan. "Canada Zlnz



Thos. H. McKay, late Collector. Vancouver :
City of Prince Rupert, Advances for Sewers, Water-works, and ;

Fire Protection .....................................  .................... ».
538.90*2 « city of Prince Rupei t, Advance for Compilation of Assess'ent Rdlt !
503.876 U Rural Districts School Tax (advance tb schools) ........................ ;

Chilliwack Dyking District. Capital charge against Lands, under 
**' the “Dyking Assesments Adjustment Act, ISOS'*............

Coquitlam Dyking District, do., do., ................. "
Maple Ridge Dyking District do., do., ........
Massqul Dyking District do., do., ........
Pitt Meadows Dyking District. Tract No. 1, do., do.......................

do do., Tract No. 2, do., do., .......................
Coquitlam Dyking District, Interest account ........................
Chilliwack Dyking District, Interest account ........................
Maple Ridge -Dyking District. Interest account- . .............t.*.
Matsqul Dyking District, Interest account ...............
Chilliwack Dyking District, Maintenance of Dykes . A',\...........
^ôquitlam Dyking District'.*Màlntenâricè of Dykes .7.AViV.A*. 
Maple Ridge Dyking District. Maintenance of Dykes ...........,
Matsqui Dyking DlUrict, Maintenance of Dykes ....................
Pitt Meadows Dyking District. Tract No. 1, Maintenance of Dykes 
Pitt Meadows Dyking District. Tract No. 2, Maintenance of Dykes 
Advances to Departments, vis. :— WÊÊIÊÈKÊÊÊÊÊM

Hon. Provincial Secretary ....
Hon. C. O. Lands .......................j
Hon. Attorney -General ..............
Public Works Engineer ............

do Assist ...................
Surveyor of Taxes . .................
Superintendent of Polie • .........
Agent-deneral. London .............
Department of Agriculture ...
Assessors ..................... .. ........... .
S. Baxter. Inspector of Boilers 
Inspectors of Offices ..........

The summary of expenditure by ser­
vices for the year was as follows: yv r
public -i- in ................................... $
Civil government (salaries) .... 
Ai|*n?ni«trntlon of justice (sal­

aries) ...........................................
I, kislatlon .........< ......................
Public institutions .................
Hospitals aud charities ...... .
Administration of justice (other

l>an wdaries) ........................... |
i:iV:< :iUvn ......................................
T ans port ......................................
K v-mr service .........................
Public Works- 

Works and Build- 
*• Inge . '. .•........81.060.5*""» 74

•>6
4.438 41

199.968 30;
67,182 71 

127.318 13 
166,000 00

17.816 31 
17,061 88] 

881 20 
888 87 
687 I»

71.600 87

304.605 01

2M.»t >
689.141 75

54.251 90

USUAL2,471 82
88

18.348 76 \ll 47

82 27.3.072.696 90 160 36
473.267 W

7,700 00Mls^ellnn.-O'ia
700 00

$8.396,275 5S 1,400 00
The following items, not in 

clud>l in tlic above expend ttiiw. 
have been paid out of the ordin­
ary revenir' of the province : 
Nsk'isn A- Slocnn Rail­

way. ir excss of
oum nys ........................ $20.(19 ?4

Vh tnrin & Sidney Kail- 
wnv. 2 jr r cent, guav- 
ariec of intérêt on 
bonds .............. ............  8.3WW

600 00
ISO 00

.) 360 60 LegLslati 
The o] 

the last 
lature, t 

• the cust 
i in spirit 
form ai 

j ceremor

4.892 42
300 00
150 00
260 00

11.844 40 
266,398 71 

4,663 00
Cash balancés in hands of District Agents 
Cash balance on hand at Treasury ............ .S::.TV. U

Less vir|<tu$ from 8bw* 
s«;iv ft Okanagan 
Railway over and 
aliov.- payment of in-
trrest ...........................

$13,550,021 26.Liabilities. i
British Columbia Ixaut (Act, 1887) bearing 4 Vi per cent interest.

payable in London ........................ .............................
British Columbia Loan (Act. 1801) bearing .T per cent interest,

payable.in London ............... .................................. .............................
British Columbia Loan (Act. 1893) bearing 3 per cent, interest.

payable .in London ........................................................................... * » •
British Columbia Loan (Act. 1895) bearing 3 per cent, interest,

payable in London ...............................................................................
British Columbia I-oan (Act, 1899) bearing 3 per cent. Interest,

payable in London ............ ..
British Columbia Loan (Act. 1902)

payable .in London .......... .v,..
British Columbia Loan (Act. 1903)

payable.at Victoria ..... « —-----v
British Columbia Loan (Dyking Debenture Acts, 1897, 1898, and

1399), payable at Victoria ...................................................................
Railway Guarantee Bonds (Nakuep and Slocan Ry. Aid Act, 1894) 
Deposits (Intestate Estates, etc.) ..... .........................
Deposits (Suitors* Funds. “Suitors* Fund Act ”) ...................................
Deposits (surplus moneys from tax sales) ...........................................
British Columbia Plate Glass Insurance Co. (Security Deposit,

section 3 of the Company's Incorporation Act, 1901)...................
Royal Trust Co. (Security Deposit, section 2 of the Company’s In­

corporation Act, 1906> ........... ..................................... ...........
Western Union Fire Insurance Co. (security deposit-section^ 9 of

the Company's Act of Incorporation. 1910) ...................................
Real Estate Mining Claims (sec. 152, “Placer Mining Act")..........
Chilliwack Dyking District. Sinking Fund Account .......................
Coquitlam Dyking District, Sinking Fund Account ...........................
Maple Ridge Diking District. Sinking Fund Account .......................
«■faut pykin» District. Slnklfi* Fttnd Account .... i&ft Wf. ;

chambe

watch 
represei 

On tl 
Invited 
friends 
the rose! 
greater 
absence 
Nanaln:

4.167 31
22.3.Î 23

2,138,141 68
.$8.(14.825 Cl. Total expenditure

For llie first time In the twenty 
years that the province bn* been pay­
ing Interest on the bonds of the Shu­

ra p & Okanagan railway, it received

699.945 00

2,087,606 00

1,649,000 00swap & Okanagan railway, it received 
from the C. P. Tl no 40 per cent of the 
gross earnings some four thousand dol­
lars more than it paid out. The ac­
count still stands, however, $387,771 
more paid nut by the province than it 
has received since 1892.

The statements -of revenue expendi­
ture. assets and liabilities are as fo!-

beartng 3 per cent, interest.
3,496,150 00

bearing 3 per cent, .interest,. ils away 
before 1 

Üng the 
deputy 
called 1 
the clot 
intimât» 
appears 
his inti 
he has 
is yet p 
the scs 
legislatl 

Amor 
ceived

Mrs. li 
f and Mi 
* Mr. Ju

Mr. Jw 
Mr. Jut
em!Ai

475,000 00
•47,07» 00
267,466 36
216.128 11
12,487 18

•70 00

■50.000 OO

16.000 0*
*62 04’' 

18,405 10
5.040 00 

11.241 04 
5.001 10 
1.647 «

... 161.786.80

... 114,480.80
11L—Administration of justice (salaries)
IV.—Legislation............................................. ..

V.—Public Institutions (maintenance)—
Printing office...........................»...
Hospital for Insane.........................
Museum............. .........................
Provincial Home .............................
Bureau of Mines...............................
Fisheries (hatcheries and administration).

VI. —Hospital and Charities .......................................
VII. —Administration of Justice (other than sal

VIII.—Education ............................................................
IX.—Transport..................................... ............................
X.-- Rent................... ;............ ......................................

XI.—Revenue services.....................................................
XIL—Public Works—

Works and buildings.......................................
Government House, Victoria .......................
Roads, streets, bridges and wharves.........
Surveys .......................................... ......................

XHL—Miscellaneous......... .. ............................. .

1.590 66Pitt Meadows Dyking District, Tract No. 2, Sinking Fund Account.
Gold Bar Account (bullion deposit from Assay Office).........,;,w.
Dyking Debentures, accrued Interest on investments .....................
Deposits‘under “Plans Cancellation Act” ...............................................
Deposits under section 86, Land Clauses Consolidation Act.............
Stumping Powder Purchase Account...........Ay'.....................................

(being balance of Assets over

7r.600.87
611 IS

6.632 60 188,81565>0.016.68
120.605.69

5,224.47
15.016.18

4,201.44
21,718.08

208,448.14

498 00 131,329.73 Temple;
I Right • 

Rev. th 
Doull, 1 
Scriven 
sneaker 
Hon. H 
Seralin, 
vlncc; ( 
8Û1; He 
sail, am 
Yada a 
Paterae 
Young, 
Taylor.

i McPhll 
Rodowi 
Crease, 
Duncan 
and Mr 
Major 
Currie.

and Mr
wernhch 
W. A. 1 
«ton hmi 
ami Mr 
Mrs. an 
Mrs.
Ker. M 
Mrs. R.
J. Stan 
.1er Ma

2,602 60
6.623.7283 80

16,721.68
4.421.03Province of British Columbia 

Liabilities) ........................... 17,608861,417,804 36
804,606.01

013,660,021 28 
288.749.42 
270,607.84 

4,926.68 
66,325.56 

6,709.81

282,239.36Deposits on account of Intestate Estates (receipts).
Do. Suitors' Fund (receipts) ...
Do. Tax Sales surplus (receipts)

Shuswap ft Okanagan Railway receipts (Act, 1896) 
Nakusp ft Slocan Railway recelas (Act, 1894) ....

Expenditure.

ltUf6J4 218,286.61
687,936.91

60,104.43
•89.141.7690,697.23

64,161.00•494.79
44,808.45

6,191.92 67,007.4897,268.80

1,060445.74
18,348.76 

8,072.69690 
473,267.06 
•81,693.25

811,163.701909-1910 
1st April to 
list March. 
I 836,213.43

1910-1011 
|st April to 
Slat March. 
$ 833.112.62

22.106.83
2,012.103.48L—Public Debt 688,463.86Interest 854.462.86Sinking Funds (chargeable to Investment

account) as follows:
•47742 8,67748

9,298.08Do. Interest invested. “Loan Act, 1887” 
Do. “Loan Acts, 1891, *91, *06, '99 and

1002” .....................................................
Do. Interest invested, “Loan Act, 1891,

'93. '96. '99 and 1N2” \...................
Premium and exchange............)...................

Discount and commission . . . ................
Redemption of debentures (Loan Act,

1003) ...............................................................
Redemption of dyking debenturee,r||hir - 

chssed before maturity at .93, #71,000 
Redemption of dyking debentures (pur­

chased before maturity at .96, $26,909 
IL—Civic government (salaries) ..............................

8.796.74 168.720.43to Investment account
9941946 99,81946 128,662.8686,462.998.

Leas redemption of debentures as above, charge-47,368.92 62.626.77
2,968.82
6,441.94

17,760.9079,930.99able against loans2,677.1$
6,980.94

Net expenditure.......................................

Deposits or. account of Intestate Estates (repaid) 
Do. ; Suitors' Fund (repaid) ....

4,999.99 4,999.99 168,400.771474SS.11
96,980.00 1.86163

50468.99£T^As.::Shuswap ft Okanagan Ry.23.769.99
28.275.76U9.799.87 698,676.44 Nakusp ft Slocan Ry.

reap*'



lS«»«.«T
ir,500.|l7

1M.815.65
131,318.73

«,613.72 
16,711.6* 

4,411.63 
17,668.86 

804,«66.01

«1,*39.36 
«88.H1.75 

«4,261.00

67,607.68

1,«66.166.76 
16,368.76 

«,071,696.96 
471,16766

‘ >«âl,693.35

m ■ *7,750.60

111,400.77 
IS* ,261.1* 

1,86163 
■168.» 

|Mt
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THE LEGISLATURE
USUAL CEREMONIES AT

OPENliJG YESTERDAY

Naval and Military Staff At­
tended the Lieutenant- 

Governor

Legislative Press Gallery, January llr 
The opening1 of what Is certain to be 

the last session of the present legis­
lature, this afternoon, was marked by' 

;the customary ceremonies, democratic 
I in spirit although with a touch of the 
form and glitter attending the same 
ceremony in the mother of parlla- 
iqfnts. It waa witnessed by hardly as 
lafîge an audiènee as usual in the 

, chamber, but outside there was a, 
greater crowd of citizens assembled to 
watch the arrival of His Majesty's 

'.representative than for some years.
On the floor of the House sat the 

Invited guests and the families and 
friends of the members. Of members 
themselves there were present the 
greater number. Prominent by his 
tbsence, however, was the member for 

imo, J. H. Hawthornthwaite, who ;
away In England and who has never 

before since his election mjssed enterai 
ing the House as soon as the King's 
deputy had retired. This naturally re­
called to many minds his words at 
the closing of the last session, when he 
intimated that that might be his last 
appearance in the House. Whatever 
his intentions may be in that regard, 
he has not resigned at any rate, so it 
is yet possible that at a later stage of 
the session he will reappear In the 
legislative arena.

Among those present or who hnd re­
ceived invitations were: Chief Justice 
and Mrs. Hunter, Chief Justice and 
Mrs. Macdonald, Mr. Justice Irving.

( and Mrs. Irving, Mr. Justice Galllher, 
v Mr. Justice Martin and Mrs. 'Martin, 

Mr. Justice Clement and Mrs. Clement, 
Mr. Justice Murphy and Mrs. Murphy. 
Mr. Justice Gregory, Hon. E. G. Prior

Temple.man and Mrs. Tcmpleman, j 
Right Rev. Bishop Macdonald, Very] 
Rev. the Dean of Columbia and Mrs. 
Doull. Von Archdeacon and Mrs* 
Scriven, Hon. J. 8. Helmckcn, first 
speaker of the old legislative assembly: 
Hon. Robert Bvaven and Hon. Charles 
SemlUi, former premiers of the pro- 
viucc'. Çarl Loewenburg, German con­
sul; Hon. Abraham Smith, V. S. <*on- 
aul, and Mrs. Smith; Japanese Consul 
Yada and Mrs. Yada, Vancouver; Mrs. ;>. 
Paterson, Mrs. R. McBride. Mrs. H. B.]< 
Young, Mrs. W. R. Ross, Mrs. Thomas 
Taylor. Mrs. Price Ellison, Mrs A. E.( f* 
McPhlllips, Mrs. W. J. Bowser, Baron 
Rodowitz. Lady Cream? and Misai 
Crease, Colonel ami Mrs. Peters. Mrs. j 
Duncan Ross, Mrs.. W. E. Scott, Mr. j 
and Mrs. Lay, Capt. and Mrs. Leeder, | 
Major and Mrs. Mutter, Mrs.
Currie, Captain and Mrs. Combe, Mrs. [ 
,WaUmore, -Mj^oind Mtag JVU.,Captain

wumhclm. Mr. and. Mrs. E. V. Bodwcll,! 
W. A. Wright, Mr. and Mrs. Feather-1 
stonhjtugh, Mr. and Mrs. L. Tait, Mr. I 
and Mrs. Matson, Mr. and Mrs. Croft,' 
Mrs. and Miss G. A. Fraser, Mr. and 
Mrs. J E. Watson, Mr. and Mrs. D. R.! 
Her, Mr. and Mrs. Beasley, Mr. and 

R. Marpole. Vancouver; Rev. A.
J. Stanley Ard, Mr. and Mrs. Alexân-K 
«1er MacMillan. Mrs. H. H. Wolllson,' 
George Hibbard, James Hughes, XV.P 
Jerome. Mr and Mrs. O. Howard,' 
Mrs. Rlthet, Mrs. Reid, Mrs. Mans­
field, Mrs Monk, Sheriff and Mrs.
~ ' Rev. Dr. and

: V. .

f

Jackson and Staff-Sergt. Smythe, H. 
M. C. S. “Rainbow,’' Cel. Wadroore, D. 
O. C., Lt.-Col. A. W. Currie, C. G. A., 
Capt. Foulkes, Lieut. Malcahy, Capt. 
Clarke, Capt. XVolUson, Capt. Long- 
staff e, Lieut. Selfe and Lieut. Smith.

The members of the staff formed a 
lane down the centre aisle of the 
chamber and between them the 
Lieutenant-governor walked to the 
dais, where he took his seat and read 
the speech from the throne, as pub­
lished In yesterday’s Issue. After his 
withdrawal Mr. Speaker Eberts took 
the chair, Sergeant-at-arms Charles L. 
Cullin placed the mace on the table 
and the House was called to order.

The premier had a committee ap­
pointed to strike the standing com­
mittees for the session, the attorney- 
general introduce*' a Will respecting 
the estates of insane persona and, the 
Jtoyse basing thus declared its inhee- 

[c'ftT fight to enact* régbSaàoh without 
any- mandate from the drown, it; waa 
decided to take up the consideration- 
of the fipeech, from the throne to-; 
morrow.

The minister of finance laid th< pub­
lic accounts for the last fiscal year on1 
the table and the provincial secretary 
tabled reports on education, provin­
cial health, sanitary inspection and the 
hospital tor the insane, which endetl 
the business for the day.

The new sergeant-at-arms looked 
well In the sober and dignified ginrb 
of his office and acquitted himself well 
as bearer of the mace. In addition, 
to this the fact that all the seating 
arrangements and ushering were with­
out a hitch was due to his foresight\ 
and careful planning.

The public galleries were crowded. 
There was a large number In the 
ladles' gallery, which was not full.

THE HOUSE OPENS.

The opening of the twelfth legisla­
ture for the third session yesterday 
lacked somewhat In ite interest as a 
public attraction, due, no doubt, to the 
simultaneous civic election. Moreover, 
it is no longer the pomp and 
splendor of such functions which in- 

so much as theterests the public 
actual work of the session. The legis­
lation outlined for this session is not 
extensive and only two or three meas­
ures will greatly concern the public.
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rn win make It coinpuleory for «11 camp* 
or to keep on hand a compléta Brat-aid 
it- equipment, with simple directions for 
FC- Its use.
ry 4 conetderable number of Inquiries 
it hare reached me In connection with 
*■ this newly formed department, and hi 
rt- addition to this there baa been a con­

siderable amount of general conre-

I

New that this branch of the service
OFFICIAL MAKES 

HIS INITIAL REPORT
baa bean organised It will, X hope, be

camps throughout the province, and 
advertised In newspapers throughout 
the province. A form containing ques­
tions relative to the conditions existing 
In individual camps has also been dis­
tributed. Copies of both these papers 
are annexed hereto.

Prom the reports received from the 
outside camps, as well sub my personal 
experience, I find that, with very few 
exceptions, the water supply Is first- 
rate, the water being plontlfuL^and. 
good. In s number of what may\ be 
called permanent camps there have 
usually been erected a number of cow 
tages which have been built and aye 
occupied by the men themselves. Tlïese 
buildings are usually well built, com­
plete, and fairly sanitary. Except In

possible In the future te maintain a
better supervision over camps and to
ameliorate the conditions under which
a large and Important body of workers

Dr, Davis is Able to Say, How 
ever, That the Conditions 

Are Being Improved
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In addition to the regular routine 
work of this office, I have, under your 
direction, made four trips to the fol­
lowing places upon official duty:

1. Blubber Bay, Texada Island, inves­
tigating a case of smallpox.

2. Investigation of the buildings and 
sanitary conditions at the farm colony

ther, the atmosphere becomes very 
close.

This department proposes to enforce 
the rules and regulations referred to 
above in every respect. While It Is not 
Intended to bring about any necessary 
Changes In such a manner that hard­
ship will be entailed, yet the depart­
ment believes that the health of the 
men Is the first consideration. I pro­
pose to make It clearly understood that 
ho wanton breach of the departmental 
rules and regulations win be permitted.

Contractors are, generally speaking, 
tor too careless about the treatment of 
an Injured man. The department doee 
hot believe that there is any reason 
why an Injured man should be kept for 
hours without medical attendance. The 
larger contractors are perfectly able to 
pay for the services of physicians, and' 
there seems to be considerable laxity 
In this regard. It Is dearly impossible 
for one medical man to properly attend 
to the men In half a dosen camps sit­
uated several miles apart.

I have now under consideration the 
question of forming a regulation which

at Coquitlam.
3. Inspection of railroad construction 

camps In the vicinity of Savona, and 
investigating a reported outbreak of 
typhoid.

4. Inspection of mining, logging and 
other camps in the Crow's Meet. Koot­
enay, Boundary and Okanagan dis­
tricts. During this latter trip the wea­
ther was so bed that it was not possi­
ble for me to extend my Investigation 
to far-outlying camps.

Judging from my limited experience 
dering the put few moathe. It ap- 
pears that the sanitary conditions, in 
railroad, logging, mining and other 
camps throughout the province are not, 
upon the whole satisfactory. I have 
found a number of cases where proper 
attention has not been paid to ventlla-

..;
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DEBATE ON ADDRESS 
MAY LAST SEVERAL DAYS

Committees Will Organize and 
Be Ready for Consideration 

of Bills at Once

The coming week In the Legislature 
is likely to be, as usual, a compara­
tively quiet one, members getting into 
the routine of the session by gradual 
degrees and slow.

The debate on the address will be 
resumed on Monday by the leader of 
the Liberal opposition, H. C. Brewster, 
who is expected to review the record 
of the government and point out where­
in it has failed in its duty to the peo­
ple. Later in the week a speech may 
be looked for from the member for 
Ladysmith. Parker Williams, who will 
speak for the Socialists of the prov­
ince. Mr. Williams is the raciest speak­
er in the House, is popular with his; 
fellow-members, and is listened to with 
interest by all no matter how much 
they may disagree with hie views. The 
debate is likely to last for the greater 
part of the week.

By Wednesday It is probable that the 
standing committees will have been 
named, and these will immediately pro­
ceed to organization and the appoint­
ment of chairmen and secretaries. The 
committee on private bills and stand­
ing orders will have work waiting for 
it under the latter half of its designa­
tion, and early the following week It 
will begin the heating of applicants for 
and objectors to private legislation. 
The Vancouver amendments, the de­
bate on which will be of interest to all 
municipalities, are likely to be among 
the first matters taken up, as C. E. 
Tisdall introduced the city’s bill yes­
terday afternoon. The railway com­
mittee will not have as much to do this 
session as last,' so far as can be seen, 
but will have one bill at least ready for 
It next week.

The first government measure to be 
ready, as 1t might well be, is that re­
specting the revision of the statutes. 
This will, no doubt, be given Its second 
reading during the week, and later on 
In committee any changes the com­
missioners, Charles Wilson, K.C., and
A. P. Luxton, K.C., have made in the 
statutes as they stood before the re­
vision will be explained to the House.

It le too early yet to say when the 
budget speech will be delivered or the 
estimates be brought down. It is un­
derstood that the estimates are well 
advanced, but are not likely to be down 
before the end of the month at the 
earliest. '

' ■*
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MURE NOT 1 
ill IT OUGHT TO BE

PROVINCE STILL HAS
TO IMPORT LARGELY

jConservative Members Voice 
the Complaint in the House 

—Debâte on Address

Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. 12. 
The House got down to business this 

afternoon, without any fuss or feath- 
and although the sitting lasted but 

little over an hour a start at least was 
made on the work of the session. 
There were only about half the mem 
bers in attendance, many having gone I 

* home for the week-end, but the open- j 
tog of the week will see a fairly com- : 
plete muster.

The bulk of the time was taken up 
with the opening stage of the debate 
on the address, the speeches of the 
mover and seconder of a motion “that 
an humble address be presented to his 
honor the lieutenant-governor in reply 
to the speech from the throne.” The 
tnover was H. H. Watson, second 
inember for Vancouver, and the sec­
onder was Alexander Lucas, who was 
plected to represent Yale when the 
premier decided to sit for his Victoria 
peat as senior member for the capital.

f
Neither spoke for as long as members 
n discharge of that duty often do. 
|Mr. Watson occupied just three-quar­
ters of an hour and Mr.. Lucas but a 
Jbrief twelve minutes.

I The tenor of their speeches was, of 
course, congratulation and compliment 
If or the government in respect of all its 
(acts and of the condition of provincial 
'affairs generally. It is noteworthy, 
Ihowever, that both—the one a city 
Iman and the other from a rural con­
stituency—were by no means satisfied 
with the position of the prime indus­
try, agriculture. Mr. Watson pointed 
out that the province is still importing ' 
foodstuffs, which could be produced at 
home, to the extent of twelve million 
dollars yearly, while. Mr. Lucas 
ferred to what he considered were 
isoipe of the reasons for the back­
wardness of the industry. More Will

undoubtedly be heard on this M"v® 
kopic during the session.

H. H. Watson.
Mr. Watson voiced the feelings of 

imembers of all parties in expressing, 
at ihe opening of his speech, pleasure 
at seeing in the chair in renewed 
health Speaker Eberts. He dwelt on 
the loss the province had sustained in 
the death of the late king's printer, 
“that loyal and devoted servant of the 
crown, Lt-Col. Richard Wolfenden. 
whose faithful services will long be 
remembered by this province and to 
whbse relatives the deep sympathy of j 
this House can be extended.” |

Mr. Watson waxed enthusiastic in 
dealing wjth what he described as the 
results of.- wise administration and 
stable government, without which he
believed. that, affairs would bjtve Jgg 
from bad to worse and that capital 
would have shunned the province. He 
went over the subjects mentioned in 
the speech from the throne and com- 
nlimented the government on.
In each particular. He repeated the 
threadbare old assertion that BritlsS 
tiolumbla had never got decent treat­
ment at the hands of the Ottawa gov- 
rnment, “hut now. thank heaven, he 
Jaculated, "those dark day, are over 
inà British Columbia Is now a part of 
■enada, and I think, too, that Mr. Bor- 
len will go down In hi,tory as a pre­
fer who keeps his promise.______



LEGISLATIVE PROGRAMME.

It is not because there is a paucity 
of matters requiring legislative at­
tention that the speech from the; 
throne promises so meagre a bill for 
the attention of the legislature during 
the present season. If the Speech is to j 
be taken as an indication of the mind 
of the government, it is clever only in 
that it reveals what the administration 
Is determined to evade rather than a 
purpose to attack vital problems with 
a determination to legislate in the 
interest of the country. It is obvious 
that the concern of the government 
is to have the session over that It may 
the more early appeal to the country 
for a further term of office.

L The amendments to the Land Act

the sale of lands have materially de­
creased in comparison with previous 
years. Under the present system this 
is but the beginning of such sorrows. 
The receipts from land sales will con­
tinue to decrease, because the only 
desirable lands—those within reach 
of transpôrtation facilities—have al-.j 
ready been disposed of to the friends; 
df the government. They are held at
speculative prices, and these are be- 

- -- ' ■* - *---- -» ...yond the reach of the class of settlers! 
who are ordinarily available for this’ 
country. Unless new territories arej 
opened up with transportation pros-j 
'pects the sale of lands must decrease 
4n inverse ratio to its rapid advance 
jduring the several years of the crim­
inal spoliation .of the public domain. 
If it is for the rehabilitation of the 
sale of lands that new railways are, 
to be projected, the public of British,

beforeColumbia may well hesitate 
setting their seal to such 
There Is nothing In the record of the! 
government to give the people any 
assurance that the policy of graft and] 
disposition of the public domain to 

j those who have no Interest in the pro-j 
vince, other than to make fortunes 

‘out of Its golden opportunities, will 
J not be continued.

RAILWAY -POLIClEa.*

The McBride government ^fcai 
kept in power by a succession ol 
oeuvres which—while appearlW

public Interest—have proved

The second member for Vancçyver 
expressed ht, gratification a ; the great 
Increase In the revenue an» 
that this Justified the gov«>n»*s«l * 
brlnfilng down the very substantial 
programme mentioned In the aPeceh. 
He applaud.-d the proposal to estab''1* 
a department of fnreatry-to *»*« f®" 
of the forest wealth ot tne 
and sungeetcd that In the -taking of button, against 

made of the telephone and ot ”lr* 
stations to report fires. To his min

re“ It of th, visit ot the premie, 
his colleagues to Ottawa last fall fgS «tinted In the federal estim-des 

■lottiv tabled. Victoria was well look* ed^iftbr and while it did not get th|ee 

unions for harbor Improvements, the 
appropriation o, half 
toihata.tisl start tor what promised <o ÎHn important work. He eoMratu- 

toe premier and Victoria onthe 
—111.ment of the Songheea reserve 
question, and In this MnneC‘l0"

-I believe In generous and sympa-

L hae taster down and out

(
man than the weak can run with the 
strong.”

The capital, with the minister of 
lands, was also congratulated on the 
opening of Stratheona Park, which 
was predicted as attracting thousands 
of tourists here. The mover recom- 
mended the government to see that} 
British Columbia gets "all that Is! 
coming to It" in the shape of more 
senators and members, and in a ' urst 
of civic patriotism he gave the House 
a quantity of figures tending to show 
the greatness of Vancouver.

-Mr. Watson reminded the House and l 
the government that foodstuffs to the ' 
value of $14,000,000 annually were still 
being Imported into the province, and 
he hoped this condition would not 
exist longer. He urged railway con­
struction to open up and develop the 
agricultural and other resources of the 
province and claimed that present rail­
way work was producing marvellous 
results

Alexander Lucas.
l' Mr. Lucas joined In Mr. Watson's 
congratulations and regrets, and added. 
|o them congratulations to the mover of] 
the address. He welcomed a spread of 
the imperialistic sentiment which he 
{considered to have been an effect of 

I the coronation of last year, and be­
lieved this would end in Imperial fed­
eration. He could not conceive of ; 
Britain being at war with any nation 
and any of the Dominions remaining 
neutral. While granting growth and 
development generally Mr. Lucas in­
sisted that agriculture did not h*ow 
the advancement it should have done. 
This was due. he considered, to a lack 

of scientific methods to farming, to 
{.lack of financial facilities and to lack 
|of co-operation in the markets the 
[producers of the province had got 
With these three supplied he was sat- I 
tolled that this industry would become 
the forem st In the province.
. Mr. Lucas pledged hie support to 
any railway policy which would open 
up the Interior of the country and de­
velop mining and agricultural sec­

tions ot the province.
Mr. Brewster moved the adjourn­

ment of the debate until Monday af- 
Itemoon.

The premier moved and Mr. Brew­
ster seconded the election of w- H., 
Hayward, member for Cowichan, as 
deputy speaker of the House for the 
session, and the motion was unanl- 

j mous!y adopted after both gentlemen 
had referred in kindly manner to Mr. j 
Hayward's dignified and courteous I 
tenure of the chair during Mr. Speaker 
Eberts' ill ne* last session.

The appointment ot A. H. B. Mac- ; 
go wan. third member for Vancouver, 
as deputy chairman and chairman ot 
ways and means, was also moved by 
the premier and leader of the opposi­
tion and agreed to.

The attorney-general Introduced, by 
message, the bill respecting the Re­
vised Statutes of British Columbia,' 
1SJ1, by which the recent revision and 
consolidation ot the statutes wilt be 
approved and declared to be law. Mr* 
Macgowan presided over the House in » 

committee for the few moments neces- 
to put the message and blU 
gh the formal stag*. _

At the opening of the sitting C-Jtoj 
-------  (Vancouver) toliniMHl| y jg

1
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amending the Vancouver Incorporation 
Act and J. A. Fraser (Cariboo) a bill 
to amend certain ‘powers of the British 
Columbia and Alaska Railway Com-! 
pany.

Prayers were read this afternoon bJL 
Rev W. Leslie Clay. 1

Visitors who had a seat on the floor 
of the House during the proceedings 
were T. C. Norris. M. P. P. for Lans- 
downe and leader of the Manitoba 
Liberals, and V. A. Walker, Fort Sas­
katchewan. Alta., M. P. P. for Victoria 
riding and government whip In the 
Alberta legislature.



icompetency to juggle with the re­
sources of the province to the undoing 
of the people who own them. This was 
Particularly the case when the fran-i 
jChl.se was given to the Canadian 
iNorthern Railway. The bargain with 
this enterprising and not over scrupul-. 
ous corporation was made ostensibly1 
to Induce the Canadian Northern to

announcedter of fact the company 
years before this deal its intention of 
reaching tide-water on the Pacific 
seaboard. There was no need to employ 
either artifice or bribery to accomplish 
this. The Times has shown that the 
bargain with the Canadian Northern 
was wholly in the interests of the cor- 

ipor&tlon and without regard to. the 
i welfare of the people of the province.

I
 Shrewd as were the bargains driven by 
this company in other provinces the 
►one perpetrated in British Columbia is 
jnow conceded to have eclipsed them all 
in the ease and faculty with which 
the company secured an unwarranted 

'guarantee and other notable free gifts 
[of the public domain. At the time this

was projected therailway
wanted railways. They did not know 
i where nor did they much care. They

safeguards. The trust thus reposed 
was unquestionably betrayed. The 
government has not only alienated as i 
many townsltes as tïie company may 
choose to select within the province, 
but it has guaranteed the company’s 
stock and bonds with a cast Iron 
agreement which will levy tribute from 
our children’s children.

It Is that they may do this again 
that the legislature Is to be dissolved 
and a half-matured scheme—stout with 
promises and prospects of marvellous 
advantage to the country—will be 
made the basis of appeal for the con­
fidence of the country. The details will, ;

: of course, be left to the government,
I and they are not to be trusted wltn 
' such responsibility. The record of the 

Canadian Northern deals should for 
! ever make It Impossible for the Mc- 
i Bride administration to be entrusted

I
 with power to negotiate further agree­
ments involving so much of the land 
of the people. With knowledge that 
the malodorous nature of these deals 
cannot much longer be hidden from 
the people, the administration is 
making ready for another coup in
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Order,

\cv.

"A, the Ijfiéràl opposition ti repre- 
eented on/ftu- floor of the lest stature 
by only one member, I am not going 

! to Inflict any very lengthy speech on 
the House, seeing that I will have to 
speak frequently during the session, 
and I do not desire to render myself 
tedious. Among the great events of 
the year Just past we have spoken of 
those of Importance to the Great Bri­
tish empire, we know many of these 
are of Importance to Canada, and one 
of these Is the appointment of his 
Royal tilghnese the Duke of Con­
naught as governor-general of Can-

CLOSE CRITICISM OF
GOVERNMENT POLICY ada. It la very flitting that this House 

should present an address to him.
Extension of B. A N.

“A matter of no great note possibly 
to the empire, of some to the Domin­
ion, of greater Importance to the pro-

Member for Alberni Notes 
Omissions From Speech From 

Throne—Premier Replies vince and almost paramount Import­
ance tp the district I have the honor to 
represent, has taken place during 1011 
In Alberni we have been waiting these 

♦many years for railway copawntattlMl 
‘and last year we saw the extension of 
the B. A N- out through the portions 
of Vancouver Island, hitherto not en-, 
joying such facilttltes. and on to the 
terminal of Alberni. on the west coast 
of the Island. This, as 'we know. Is an 
extension of the C. P. R,. system, and 
was subsidized by the Dominion gov­
ernment. We need other means of 
keeping up with the tremendous strides

Legislature Press Gallery. Jan. 15.
For just one hour this afternoon the 

leader of the Liberal opposition, H. C. 
Brewster, member for Alberni, poured 

itelling broadsides of criticism into the 
^government with such effect that when 
• the premier rose to reply he was obvi­
ously annoyed by the attack which

L.    J 4V» — ndmlnt.tm .had been made upon the administra­
tion of public affairs by his govern­
ment, and what he said had been In­
tended to be a short speech lengthen­
ed out Into one of an hour and a half 
duration.

Mr. Brewster spoke ably and well, mak-1 
Ing his points clearly and concisely, i 
and touching pretty well on all the)

that the district Is making, and I take-
this opportunity of warning the first 
minister and the minister of public 
works that heavy demands will be 
made on them for roads and other 
facilities to permit these people to 
keep up with the natural growth. One 
of these roads, I believe, has been; 
brought to the attention of the gov­
ernment many tunes, and je that one 
which should run along Sproat lake

weak spots of the McBride record. He] 
exposed its lack of a land policy. Its) 
disregard of the Interests of the actual. 
settler, the unfairness of some of its 
smaller hources of tax revenue, the 
use by the government of railway 
promises as election bait, the Song- 
heee reserve settlement and other mat­
ters of moment. He was attentively 
listened to by tfie House throughout

luntalne

his speech, although it probably did 
not make the Impression on the aV8r* 
age Conservative member that it will 
when read by the hard-headed farmers 
and other taxpayers of the province.

Mr. Brewster congratulated the 
mover and seconder on their speeches out fttr storms.
and added his expressions of pleasure 
to theirs at the restoration to health 
of his honor the Speaker. Continuing, 
he said:

“I would wish to comment on that 
great event which had so far reaching 
effect on the empire, the coronation 
of the King and Queen, and In common 
with all loyal Canadians I trust they

Revenue Tax.
"Coming to the speech, I canont help 

but think it will go down In history 
as more notable for itp omissions than 
for the subjects it has presented. One 
of the first subjects mentioned Is that 
of finance. We find that the province 
Is credited with having a great sur­
plus: there is considerable -blowing of 
horns igout this fgçt. We find that,
the revt-i ntrtbuted nearly a
third of a million to the income of the 
province. The revenue tax has been 
attacked on the floor of this House not 
once but many umee. It has been de­
nounced as an unscientific tax, and as 
one not taxing the wealthy and the 
poor in proportion for the running of 
the machine, but as one of those arbi­
trary taxes for which theme Is no Just 

| reason, which takes the poor man and 
! the wealthy alike by the throat and 
makes him disgorge $8. This was pro­
nounced against by at least one mem­
ber of the Conservative party, a formVr 
member of the government (Mr. Carter

^ Cotton), who is admitted by all parties 
to be a very able and astute financier; 
yet we find the government taking 
credit tp itself for having obtained a 
large sum from this source.

"Another item is that of land sales 
and that brings us to the consideration 
of an important matter that should be 
in the speech, that of the land policy. 
But we find no land policy In the 
speech. Last year members were loud 
In their praise of the new minister who 
was, they said, to bring to bear upon 
his department a wonderful fund~ ofUlu.n-1^-------- A ___ ...__ iA. —,knowledge and of mental weight, 
who was to give to the province a 
policy which would make for the to 
fit not only, of the province but of
people at large. I look In



of «*y in the speech. As a matter 
fin/f prese reports are correct, we
j, _ instead of a land policy we
1i«„ *u y t0 dr,,t into a worse condi- 
r uan before- 1 notice that certain, 

nmk titlçd, persons In the old coun- 
i L are ,lke,y t» purchase large terri- 
ones in B. C. with a view to establish 
ne tenant-farmer and landlord sys­

tem in this province. If that is the 
ense. alTfl I see it given a prominent 
Place In the press, it surely is a great 
recommendation of the premier’s 
astuteness, far-sightedness, and clear 
and thoughtful statesmanship that he 
will allow to be placed on this province, ' 
Ihe one province of Canada where the t 
land should be free, where there should 
be no such thing, this system; that 
with all the evidence of history before 
him and the cries of the people even 
to this day rising up against this very 
system he will permit such a thing to 
take place in B. C. is almost unbelieve- 
able. The history of landlordism In the 
old country is a sorry story indeed. We 
find in many cases it has led to rebel­
lion, we find it is a cause of oppression 
and that it is out of date, not belong­
ing to this country at all. But we have 
experience of our honorable friend the 
premier for a long time now and we 
find that Instead of looking ahead and 
shaping a policy for the province to 
build Itself Into the premier province, 
the jingle of the dollar that falls into 
the provincial treasury blinds-the gov­
ernment to what may result from Its 
policy or often from its want of policy. 
It has no land policy; there Is no such 
thing in B. C. as a land policy and for 
a very good reason. If a proper land 
policy were put on the statute books 
my hon. friend's government would not 
have an opportunity of peddling out 
to the inside ring, those who help elect 
him and his party, certain choice por­
tions of the province. They fear that 
some of the men who are to-day shout­
ing for the Conservative party might 
lose their ardor and that the govern­
ment might lose some members on the 
floor of this House if thpy did not di­
vide these spoils.

Liberal Policy Only One. 
“Another reason is that when all is 

said and done there is no policy to de­
bate except that which the Liberal

—-----—lain
legislation by order-ln-council, for there 
has not been, and I do not question 
there will not be. any strong objection 
to anything that emanates from the 
mind of the Napoleon of- the Conserva­
tive party, who site across the floor 
from me. It is a fact that such propo­
sitions are put through by order-ln- 
council Instead of after thorough dis­
cussion. It is true that practically all 
the House sits behind the government 
blit there are a few of us Who have the 
right to demand that all these things
shall be put before us gnd a decent 
hearing given to all objections which 
may be raised.

“The second member for Vancouver 
(Mr. Watson) tells us that in ten years 
..here will not be any free land. I won­
der that he supports a government that 
handles the heritage of the people in 
such an extravagant way as the Mc­
Bride government does. But the next 
minute he turned around and said-that 
the minister had any amount of land 
for the pre-emptor and purchaser. Per­
haps ho has, but let me assure the. see-, 
ond member for Vancouver that these 
lands are not the choicest. The very 
choicest has long since passed Into the 
hands of those who can do the best 
work politically and what is left to go 
to the genuine settler will not amount 
to a great deal. I do not mean that 
all the good land is taken up—British 
Columbia is a vast province and there 
is land not now available—but all that 
is readily to be got at now has been 
give- away. That which is left for the 
settler to get will raise blisters and 
cause backache to those who under­
take to cultivate it.

Speculator Steps Between.
' Right on top of this the second 

member for Vancouver mentioned the 
amount of agricultural products Im­
ported into this province. It was the 
only appearance of a groan that I 
heard from him when he mentioned 
that in this province, with such mag­
nificent areas for development, the 
amount of agricultural products 
brought in from outside which we 
should be the producers of ourselves 
was fourteen million dollars annually. 
It Is an amazing thing that a Conser­
vative follower of the government 
would bring that fact to the notice of 
the people. The people will ask why 
that Is so and the answer does not re­
flect credit on the premier or his gov­
ernment. Why it it so? What condi­
tions are there ,in a province so admir­
ably adapted in parts for settlement 
that makes It necessary for those sec*-land was considered by the minister of lions to import such an immense quan-lahds and he had either to adopt It or tity of products? There is one condi­
tion. and one which the Liberal party 
would eliminate, which is the cause of 
this, that by the action of my hon. 
friend’s government he has allowed a 
condition of affairs where the specu­
lator steps In between the actual set­
tler and the land, demanding not only 
what he has paid for the land but his 
profit and Interest on his money and 
orofll before the settler can put a spade 

Vet Mr. Watson sitsinto the ground, 
behind the man who brought that con­
dition about. I.do not blame the spec­
ulator; he wants to make the greatest 
sum possible and he finds that In Brit­
ish Columbia he will be allowed tb take 
hold of sufficient of the natural heri­
tage of the people to make a bigger 
profit than elsewhere. Hé comes In and 
the government allows-hlm to go on 
with the result that to-day we have 
to Import $14,000.000 worth of argicul- 
tural produce.”

Silent as to Agriculture.
"In this connection there Is one 

notable omission in the speech and j 
that Is that the backbone industry of', 
agriculture, the Industry without-! 
which we would become a weak! 
nation indeed, is not even mentioned > 
in the speech from the throne. P09- 
sibly the premier would not like to 
have too much agriculture going on- 
because In the well-settled agricultural 
district the speculator does not thrive . 
as in the comparatively unsettled 
country B. C. has been until the pre-

tbose who *àd applied for lands but 
had not yet received théhi. What was 
the cause? Was It that the friends of 
the minister had secured all they need­
ed of the public domain? Was It that 
all that was really good, the very 
choicest pickings, were taken and now
the government raises the i>rlce and en­
hances the value of the holdings of ; 
their friends? Or what other reason 
was there for the change which had to j 
be reconsidered later when the pro­
tests began to come in?

Orderrln-CouncU Legislation. J 
is a fact that as far as the f<*!-,> 

xJkers of the government .are concern-



mm “The tax cojnmlselon Is referred to 
as an example of the government's ! 
solicitude for the people. The report 
of that commission is not before the 
House and I wait It with anxiety. I 
was not able to attend the meetings) 
of the commission as, I was far front; 
the city at the time but naturally I j 
believe that the commissioners have* 
given the matter careful thought, gone 
over the incidence of taxation and that} 
one of the recommendations we can 
aurmtse will be the abolition of the 
unrighteous and unjust revenue tax. 

,That we should look for without ques­
tion. Another reform we should look 
for Is a reform In the land tax and we 
can confidently expect that the com­
mission will recommend the total 
abolition of the awsement of Im­
provements, especially on agricultural 
land»- I remember the first reeolu- 

JUon I had the honor of moving In 
I this House.was one alone thow !««*■ 
What Is the condition we find? We 
have to import agricultural products 
and yet the moment a man went on! 
land, cleared away the stumps and! 

.grubbed up the roots, put up a small 
l building and put In a crop along came 
'the provincial assessor and said: "You 
have done splendidly, my boy, and the 

.province will Just fine you by raising 
your assessment so much.” I brought 
in a resolution asking that $1.600, 
$1.600 and then $2,000 of this man’s 
Improvements be exempt from tax­
ation. It cannot be too much to ask 
a government with the surplus It has 
to take from the back of the settler 
the burden It has laid on hrtn and re­
move entirely the taxation on 1m 
provements.

Burden of Protection.
•T do not doubt that the commis­

sion has, however, overlooked one of 
the greatest burdens of taxation oni 
the people, by which I mean the policy! 
of the Conservative party to makef 
those who bear the heaviest burdens, 
and perform the biggest share of the 
world's work pay the largest portion 
of the taxation, the Conservative policy 
of protection, which Is to-day the 
most grievous burden on this western 
country. This will always be the 
policy of the Conservative government. 
You might say you would tax each 
person according to wealth and pros­
perity but that would not suit the 
friends of the Tory party. They would 
say: “See here, we are men of means 
and this won’t do; It will mean we 
will be paying the great burden of 
the taxes and the man working down 
there will be paying less than we.” 
If I have one thousand dollars and 
another man has ten thousand he 
should pay ten times as much as I do. 
But that does not flt In with the pre­
mier’s scheme because so many of; 
his friends and supporters are of the 
bigger class he has to protect them. 
So the Hamilton idea of protection Is 
Invoked by the Tory party anB that 
Involves tariff taxes. They do not call 
U taxe» but protection, and the fact 
that this costs a man fifty cents where 
ordinarily taxation would coet him 
only twenty-five cents does not seem 
to have worried the taxpayer, because 
it was not called a tax. therefore I 

j presume the commission Will not re­
port on this incidence of taxation} 
which, as a matter of fact. Is the 
greatest burden on the people. But 
there will be a time come when there 
will be a demand made' by the people 
that a more equitable system of tax­
ation be adopted.”

Hon. A. B. McPbllllpe—"How about 
. the people’s decision on September I 
!«str*

Mr. Brewster—"That decision was 
due not to any question of tariff but 
jto the blinding of the people by a 
| sentiment created by the Tory party, 
not backed by aay argument of state- 
,ment of fact. The reference does noli

■

:

sit well with the president of the 
council and We will find that It will 
not sit well with the people, the great 

] majority of whom will see through thq 
scheme. After all, what Is the tax 
commission but an opportunity such 
as the university commission was to 
throw a disagreeable task off the 
shoulders of the government on tv 
those of the commission.

Better Terms. 1
"The second member for Vancouver 

waxed more eloquent than usual over 
the pilgrimage to Ottawa. I am «mat­
ed at the number of members of the 
party who have been making pilgrim­
age to Ottawa. Of course I know they 
may have some doubts as to Mr. Bor-, 
den’s wisdom being sufficient, and they 
have gone from B. C. to give him the 
benefit of their superior knowledge 
and wisdom. Mr. Watson says the re- j 
suit of their pilgrimage was satisfac­
tory. I wonder what he means by 
that. In the speech thereAIs mentloi 
of some adjustments but he says there 
Is a satisfactory arrangement. You 
remember In the last parliament al . 
number of Conservatives had got thei 
rooted conviction that we stood In the 
way or getting out the Orientals. Once 

i Attorney-General Bowser had a Natal 
Act to spring at the approach of an 
election. If the pilgrimage to Ottawa 
was satisfactory, and the Natal Act Is 
the cure-all, all I have to do Is wait 
and it will be passed, and as there are.! 
no bad Grits at Ottawa we will have, 
a country which we can easily keep" 
free from Oriental Immigration.

“There are vague recollections of 
pre-election talk of better terms, in-' 
creased subsidy, the handing over of 
things It was said we could betted 
manage. You heard these better 
terms on every- platform. And now 
we are to have better terms, I suppose;
I suppose we tile to have the Natal 
Act; I suppose we are to have ad- 

}ministration of fisheries; we will havo 
no doubt administration of the lands 
in the Peace river and railway belts, 
and we will help the Tory government 
ta spend the surplus which the Liberal 
government Atorked so laboriously to 
gather. The only thing said In the 
speech Is'that some papers will be 
produced, and that there Is some ir* 
rangement' about the administration of. 
water rights. I cannot anticipate whit 
the papers may say but while Hits 
will be of greater benefit to the pro­
vince than while there Is a division of 
administration and conflict of owner­
ship when the order-!n-counc!l Is laid 
before us, I fancy ws will find that- 
if there should be any monies over

and above the expenses of adminis­
tration these will go back to Ottawa 
and not Into the provincial treasury. 
Bo It does not seem that the pilgrim­
age amounted to such a very great 
deal after alL

"The order has gone forth that there 
is to be an election and all through the 
province the great army of the offi­
cials will be proclaiming not only the 
good of the McBtlde government bût 
of the whole Conservative party. This' 
drill be proclaimed by everyone from) 
the head of the machine down to the] 
small cogs—the road foreman, game 
wardens and fire wardens—all will} 
proclaim that at last Canada has come 
Into Its own, that the Dominion gov­
ernment is to rise from the mire and 
that the Provincial government will I 
see that the province Is getting what 
It should get because of the change! 
of politics..

« StiSB $.



RaUway Policy Balt.
“All we have In this speech is the 

railway policy bait which the premier 
intends to p»jt out as just before last 
election to catch the voter and ensure 
another term of office. I cannot cri­
ticize that policy because I do not 
■know what it is—nor does anyone else. 
When It Is placed before the House I 

|will discuss Its merits or demerits. 
Mean white, of one thing we can be 
iure, that the government will again 

11 this province by placing its créait 
t the disposal of some corporate" in- 
erests to obtain what might be ob- 

[t&ined at any other time.
“In the matter of the Songhees re­

serve it seems to me the premier chbfeo 
Uie psychological moment for the set­
tlement of this question; just the mlh-* 
ute he was ready it was settled. In 
1908 Mr. Pedley found that in order 
:o deal with the Indians It Was neces­
sary to have a clean slate in regard to 
he reversionary rights so that there 
Srould be no trouble. I believe cor­
respondence passed allowing the Do- 
ninlon to administer that reversionary 
•ight. The Dominion wanted an 
>rder-in-councll but the government

lid pass an order-ln-councll giving ' 
Victoria forty-three acres. At that! 
time the land was of no particular, 
wtiue with the question unsettled Vut> 
now with the value which the land! 
acquires as the result of the settlement * 
of the long-vexed question we find ! 
there was a string on the gold-brick ; 
and now It is gently pulled back. If j 
the city of Victoria wants any part of, 
the reserve It must pay for It. How-, 
ever, if there is any congratulation 
going the government is entitled to; 
what there is in It.

We should look to other countries 
for examples, and see how they are* 
solving tbelr problems. To-day we 
find throughout the world there is a 
novement which will reach here 
eventually wherein he who has borne 
he toil and the burden demands that 
ie shall have a share of the reward, 
n Great Britain we see that they are 
enacting more democratic legislation 
than ever before. In Germany the 
lemocracy Is practically forcing the 
>ther classes Into a corner, and If there 
è no drastic action against them they ; 
rill take charge. Even away over In I 
he egat we find that old China, which ] 
ms been sleeping these thousands of 
'ears, bound up in her old civil i*a- 

• ion, Is shaking herself awake. After 
ooking at the change In China, so long 
lead to all the Interests of the modem 
world, I can even have hope that the. 
Conservative party, themselves as dead j 
jolltlcally as is China commercially,.} 
will waken up and realise It 
or some purpose.

“To sum up the speech, de 
my assistance for those who are 
ng to Improve the land, any policy ~ 
isslet the pdople as a whole, any pdllcy 1 
or those who are trying to work out , 

, heir salvation on a plot of land, any '; 
xope for those unjustly taxed? Do we : 
ind any hope of relief for the work- j 
ngman from competition with the Orl- 
ntal? I have looked in vain for any 
f these. I have looked for something 

woiild touch the whole people, en- 
buse them Mid cause them to say that 
ie leader of this government was a 
urn of broad statesmanship who was 
ringing measures for the benefit of 
le province at large. But I find noth- 
ig for the benefit of the majority, 
he sum of the whole system la the 
sual disappointing one, that the few 

1 have and that the messes shall 
ork. The creed of the Tory party

■v

E
ms to be summed up in the follow- 
lines:

b people don’t make; any fuse,
I They seem to like the plan;
No doubt they think *tfe heaven’s behest 
That some should toil to keep the rest:

; ’Twas so since earth began.

Bo let them toil and let them sweat,
For *tis their nature to.
And let us play our merry game 
And laws and institutions frame /

To suit the cunning few.

Deader of the Government 
Premier McBride, rising Immediate- ! 

ly after the leader of the opposition,; 
remarked that considering the strength 
of the Conservative following in that. 
House and the happenings of Septem­
ber 21 last the member for Alberni had 
indeed acquitted himself as a Jiero 
that afternoon. After complimenting 
Messrs. Watson and Lucas the pre­
mier returned to Mr. Brewster and 
stated that the government had listen­
ed to "the time-worn indictment” of a 
lack of i&na policy and of legislation 
in the Interests of the settler. At the 
end of nine years the member for Al­
berni should have rather come In and 
congratulated the government on the 
success of its'administration, especial­
ly in the settlement of the lands. 
British Columbia was not a proxince 
with the large prairie lands of Alberta, 
jlbuf had much to contend with, and 
offered many difficulties which a 
prairie province did not 

j The premier, at this point, harked 
back to thp exceedingly "time-worn" 
Conservative “reply" that In Dominion 

I affairs there had been vast land specu­
lation and he mentioned the Sas­
katchewan Valley Land Company: On 
the coast, he asserted, a complement to 

this would be found in the way in 
which the Dominion had farmed out 
the fisheries of British Columbia. Get­
ting back to the land question, he de­
clared that British Columbia had 
land policy and one that prohibited 
'unwise speculation or trading. . The 

number of people who cgme In to settle 
had increased by fifty per cent, in the 
and as quickly as roads- and 
railways were opened up there would 
be further progress m of pre-emption. 
The government was "proud of its deal­
ing with the lands of the province, and 
Its land laws had been generally fol­
lowed. Thé carrying out of a policy 
which had led to the careful and 
steady opening up of the country, the 
provision of roads, the finding of mar­
kets and the construction of public 
schools was a creditable one. Consid­
ering the sise of the province, its geo­
graphical characteristics and the 
heavy expense of development, the 
government had managed the settle­
ment of the land in a way not only 
profitable to British Columbia but 
creditable to the Dominion.

Denies Speculation.
Dealing with what he considered a 

personal reference, that to the order- 
ln-councll raising the price of lands, 
the premier got comparatively ' warm 
and declared with emphasis that no 
individual or individuals, no corpora­
tions, no aggregation of persons what­
ever had hafr-any-Tecngsttipn from the 
government in connection with any 
public business that was not strictly in 
accordance with law and right The 
hardest terme- in the dictionary would 

not be too hard to brand this. Liberal, 
Socialist or Conservatives, all had an 
’ equal chance. The premier went on to 
declare that "We do not know what it 
is to have an inside ring," which drew 
a broad smile to the faces of his sup­
porters, and enunciated the principle 
of the party as "favors to none; equal 
rights to all." ~

The premier paid a graceful tribute 
to the late Colonel Wolfenden and his 
services to the province. On the sub­
ject of the tax commission he as­
sured the House tint good, sound, 

useful legislation would folldw the 
presentation of the tax commission, 

which the House would see in a short 
time. Incidentally he expressed his 

belief that the farmers of British Co­
lumbia were not complaining of the 
amount of their taxation. DWlingi 
with the famiHar topic of better terms 
Mr. McBride said that one result of his 
former trips W Ottawa and London 
was the additional grant to the pro­
vince of one million dollars. That 
grant the government of British Co­
lumbia bad refused to accept aa 

final settlement and had protected Its 
refusal by an apifeal to the Imperial 
authorities which was not In vain. 
The question was joet as much aliye 
to-day as ever and the government 
was trying to act consistently in the 
matter. In pressing upon the present 

government a settlement, of these 
questions It was with the firm deter- 
to leave nothing undone to

h

ÉÜPHB
■ "'A

EL



■aid they would not ctoee the 
unless we gave them a free- 
west, and they held ue up and 
i them a freehold Interest be­

set tie ment was necessary, 
r, I say with fairness to the 
les at Ottawa, especially 8lr 
himself, that the matter was 
up. The old reserve Is the .pro- 
l the province and we «re en- 
ag: to deal with It creditably 
ifltably to the province. We 
n Investment of thousands of 
there, but we expect to get It 
k. But It has always been In 
hat the general good of the 
should bê regarded, and It was 
tuated the government.

the matter of the administration Of 
the water rights In the railway belt 
the government had hot been moved 
by material considerations of dollars 
and cents but by more Important con­
siderations. It was felt that thé proper 
place for the administration of these 
water rights was British Columbia, 
but when this was purged on the late 
government It was ' refused and the 
then minister of the interior (Hon. 
Flank Oliver) introduced a bill re­
garding the administration of water 
rights at Ottawa. When Mr. Roes and 
himself had held a conference with 
Hon. Robert Rogers the question was 
settled in a few hours and a bill was 
In course of preparation for adminis­
tration here.

Mr. McBride paid a few minutes' at­
tention to the criticism that this pro­
vince Imports agricultural products to 
the extent of 114,000,000 annually, and 
maintained that for the most part 
.these were due to economic circum­
stances. The sum of $6,000,000 he put 
down as due to the demands of new­
comers to the province, whose wants 
could not be kept up with, and other 
Imports he pointed out came In at a 
time when similar products were not 
grown locally. Continuing, the pre­
mier took up the.question of railways,: 
in which connection he said: — 

Railway Policy.
**The member for Albernl spoke of | 

our railway policy as he spoke of <mr 
policy before last election, as a bait. . 
Liberal papers speak of anything thoj

mence and complete it on a different' 
baste.”

Mr. Brewster: "I had It In mind that 
part of this forty-three acres was 
waterfront”

Premier McBride: **1 cannot recall 
that specifically. I know there was a 
recognition of certain rights the city" 
had at that time, but we have a dif­
ferent city now from what we had 
then, and I say It would be bad busi­
ness to have a park of this city in the 
centre of the city. If I am hot deal-

govemment dpes which to popular as 
a bait, I hope as long as I am in office 
I will be justified In presenting similar 
halt in the building of railways, settle-

homes by thousands of good, honest I 
people in BMtieh Columbia. I am not! 
any fonder of general elections than; 
other people. This government has! 
been in office for upwards of nine! 
years, and In that time there have 
been three general elections. I have 
never attempted anything In the way: 
of general policy unless I felt the peo-i 
pie were behind me. If we find any-: 
thing further necessary we will not 

: hesitate to move, and if we are not! 
deserving of support in It our fate is 
in the hands of the electorate. This 
party could leave the right hand of 
the speaker with the firm conviction: 
that while In office we had endeavored; 
to give the people honest and efficient 
administration. Bait! Does It look,:

: when a general election brings us back 
here with nearly the entire House be­
hind ue, that we have to have bolt? I 
think if we had an election to-morrow;

I We are not here to occupy office or;

with the

it Is In

of the support of the i 
say in language as cl< 

it In submitting the n 
the House in a few we 
! I am strong In my fa 
ice and because, too, I 
rvative party has cc

to the It »ro-

eryLrspx

of the

Just and
of the;

■aid tbs pi

an opportune time.

to settle the

to' bring

it is fair to say in

of the authorities at Ot-j
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An OU Inquiry.
Another resource which should 1 

quired Into, the fourth member 
Vancouver said, was that of oil. 
appeared to him that It would be a 
very good thing If the government 
would employ the best experts to be 
had to entirely prospect the province 
and see If there were any Indications 
of oil. to-the end that If there were 
It might be developed. To show what 
an extensive Industry oil production is 
Mr. Tindall gave the United States 

0f «I»* which was
7.269,000,000 gallons, of which 1,163.000 - 
000 gallons were exported.

The Hindu Problem, 
i Dealing with the Hindu problem, 
Mr. Ttsdall commended the govern- 
ment for continued opposition to Ori­
ental Immigration, especially In view 
of the. recent Hindu deputation to Ot­
tawa. The experience of other parts 
of the empire wtfh thfs class of Im­
migration had not been satisfactory 
In the early seventies It was found 
that sugar could be grown in Natal 
and large numbers of Hindus ware im­
ported to work In the plantations In 
time these men brought In their -wives 
and families, and to-day, from Cape- 
town to the Lambezi, there were hun­
dreds of thousands of Hindus, engaged 
not only as coolies, but In trades and

(
commerce. The small trades were en­
tirely in their hands. Theirs was a 
race which never assimilated with the 
Anglo-Saxon, and the government of 
British Columbia should, as in the 
past, keep a stiff upper Up and strenu­
ously urge upon the federal govern­
ment that these people should be rig­
orously excluded,

; ~~ Vancouver’s Requirements.
■Mr. Tisdall sketched the great, pros­

perity of the province and of Vancou 
ver, and summarized some of the 
things that city required. Putting these 
tWo together it would seem that pros 
perity meant to Vancouver that the 
asylums are full, the jails are full, the 
orphanages are full and homes are 
needed for fallen women. In the lat­
ter connection Mr. Tisdall asked that 
the government give aid to thé private 
individuals who- have contributed to­
wards the erection of such homes. The 
cWt need of Vancouver he put down 
as railway communication with the 
interior via Hope Mountains atid with 
the north, in order that the trade of 
British Columbia may be saved to the 
Terminal City.

Parker Williams Adjourns Debate. 
Parker Williams (Newcastle) moved 

the adjournment of the debate until 
to-morrow.

Vancouver’s Bill.
The House then went into commit­

tee on a, bill to validate the election of 
Thursday list in. Vancouver and the 
collection of taxes in Wards 7 and 8 
of that city, L. W. Shatford (Stm- 
Ukameen) in the chair. *

Attorney-General Explains. 
Attorney-General Bowser again ex­

plained that owing to errors In the 
Vancouver charter amendments bill of 
last session—for which ex-Mayor Tay­
lor blamed him—it had been impossible 
to prepare an assessment roll or voters' 
lists for Wards 7 and 8, added to the 
city during the year, legally. The 
errors had been discovered a couple of 
days after the House prorogued last 
session, and the people of Vancouver 
had then been promised a validating 
act for any assessment roll or voters’ 
lists that might be prepared for the 
new wards. The lists and roll had 
been prepared and an election held In 
these wards. It was. now necessary to 
validate the election of their aldermen 
—the mayor had a majority outside of 
these ward«c-and certain money by­
laws which had not the necessary i 
three-fifths majority without the vote! 
In the new wards.

One clause enacted that If any com- - 
mlttees had been appointed this year 
prior to the passing of the act they 
should be considered as dissolved by
the i i of the act.

VANCOUVER CETS

BILL BEING RUSHED
TO VALIDATE ELECTION

Omission in Act Last Session 
Was Fatal—Debate on 

Address Continues

Legislative Press-Gallery, Jan. 16. \ 
Vancouver promises to figure to a 

considerable extent In the private leg- ; 
tslation of the session, and has already ! 
got into the limelight with a rush bill 
to validate last Thursday’s civic elec- i 
tion, to give the royal assent to which 
the lieutenant-governor Is to be 
brought down specially to-morrow af­
ternoon.

The trouble has arisen out of omis- ! 
slons In last session's annual bill 
amending the Vancouver Incorporation 
Act. Incidental to .the discussion on 
this urgent order of legislation which 
the favored city gets It was. again 
shown how unwilling the attorney- 
general Is to alter a word In a bill 
with which his name is connected, 
even though In this case he disclaims 
the authorship of the bill, and f the 
words he was asked to strike out were 
only placed In the draft for an eventu­
ality which has not arisen. One short 
speech constituted the day’s contribu­
tion to the debate on the addrhss, 
which will go on for the rest of the 
week in all likelihood. This was from 
one of the Terminal City’s representa­
tives.

C. E. Tisdall.
C. E. Tisdall (Vancouver), continu­

ing the debate, voiced the customary 
congratulations on such an occasion. 
He included in his gratulatory re­
marks Victoria, apropos of the settle­
ment of the Songhees question, and 
appealed to the government for an 
equally satisfactory' closing up of the 
False Creek reserve sore, which was 
as acute In Vancouver as the Songhees 

•serve had been here. Another settle- 
ent which he acclaimed as an “ex- 
tedingly and essentially satisfactory 
ie” was that under which the pro­

vince was to administer the water 
rights In the railway belt, any surplus 
revenue to go to the Dominion treas­
ury.

Mr. Ttsdall added his regret to that 
of others that such a large proportion 
of farm products that should be grown 
here were being Imported, but con­
sidered that this would be overcotne 
before many years. He recalled that 
last session he had been able to con­
gratulate the province on the success 
of Us apples, and this year he was 
able to point to the success of British 
Columbia potatoes against the world 
at Madison Square Garden, New York, 
last November. . / , . i

The Timber Bill
The government was exceedingly 
tee, he considered, in bringing down 

a timber bill, which would contain 
provisions for the conserving of the 
forest resources of British Columbia 
and still further protecting the stand­
ing timber. He commended the ex­
penditure of $213,000 last year in fire­
fighting and reminded the House that 
up to the present more timber was 
being burned than was cut.H
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Parker Williams Wants Light. 
Parker Williams wanted to know 

what good this section was. The 
House had been told the day before 
that the Mil was an urgent one. as 
the council could not be sworn In or 
act until it was given the royal assent 
Now It appeared that the mayor and 
aldermen for the six old wards had] 
been sworn in, but it was not likely 
that they would appoint committees 

j until their colleagues from Wards 7 
! and 8 were able to be w ith them.

The attorney-general explained that» 
the bill had been drawn before thefc 
election took place, and this section 
was Inserted to provide tor the eventu- 

I allty of a candidate being elected by 
the majority In the old wards, being 
sworn to and appointing committee, 
but the aggregate vote of the eight 
wardp electing,his opponent As it hap­
pened. the successful condidate’s ma­
jority In the old wards was unassail­
able.

Mr. Williams could not see the force 
of this, nor could Mr. Brewster. ^They 
pointed out that the mayor, knoWlng 
this bill was before the House, woulrl | 
not appoint any committees till it was- 
law. And as to the mayor’s majority, I 
it was known Thursday night, before! 
the bill had been presented to the- 
House, what It was. Mr. Williams; 
suggested that the section had been 

.intended to strike at the late mayor.
Mr. Bowser assured him that It was; 

directed against no one, and he placed 
the authorship of the bill on the 
shoulders of the city solicitor of Van­
couver.

••Politics seem to be entering into 
eiVt* affairs In Vancouver and Vic­
toria nowadays," said Mr. Williams. 
“You can’t elect âny one from lieu 
tenant-governor to dog-catcher in 
either city without bringing in politics. 
A hide bound Tory is now In the chair 
hi both cities."

As the attorney-general did not seem 
Inclined to strike out a section which 
was now useless, the two branches of 
Uie opposition dropped their criticism 
of it, and,the measure was rushed 
through, to be given the royal assent 
to-morrow.

6. B. Thomson presented a petition 
from the Victoria Harbor Hallway Co., 
praying 1er thq passage of a bill ex­
tending the ,Ump within which It may 
commence operations.

Parker Williams Intends to ask whs*, 
the expenses of the premier were on 
his trip to attend the coronation, and 
also what those of the attorney-gen­
eral were. : ,v.

\ Mr. Williams put the following ques ­
tion to the minister of public works*
; Tn what electoral districts was the 
tX sncouver Island trunk road vote of 

1911 expended? What amount was ex­
pended In each district respectively ?"

Hon. Thomas Taylor replied: "Es­
quimau. M.00S.90."

Rev. T. EL HolUng read prayers at 
the ^opening of the silting this after-

When C. E. Ttsdall hoped that the 
government wbuld solve the False 
Creek Indian reserve question In the 
same happy way that they had that 
of the Bonghees reserve did he mean 
that It should play v 1th the question 
until the Liberals showed them how 1o 
dc It, then stealing .-he Lloeril policy 
and hurrahing for years afterwards as 
to how clever they were?

OOP
Does Mr. Tisdall ih.nk that the sell­

ing of the picked agricultural lands of 
the province at *hroe dollars per acre 
to speculators, who demand from the 
prospective settler $11 to $30 per acre 
before he Is allowed to cultivate audit 
lands, the best way to encourage ‘he 

, production In B. C. of the farm pro­
duce which he professes to deplore has j 
now to be Imported from Alberta and 
Washington. j

O O O
WUI Mr. Tisdall kindly Inform the 

people of Delta when it was that the 
j municipality of Deltat voted a sum of 

money towards the construction of a • 
bridge across the Fraser river? No f 
one In Delta seems to know about such 
à vote being made.

o O O
It. Tisdall might have enlightened 

the people of B. C. by telling them 
what proportion of the $100,000 al­
legedly spent In fighting fires was, 
really paid to Conservative organisers 
who, under the guise of fire wardens,! 
devoted a large portion of their time 
to cafivasstng for the Conservative 
party.

o o o
Will Mr. Tisdall tell the province 

what became of that plank of the Con­
servative platform which provided for 
the reservation of coal areas, so that 
state mines might be opened.? If the 
Conservative party has no further use 
for It, it might be suggested that It be 
donated to some charitable Institution, 
and thus in a measure relieve the bur­
den caused by the high price of coal.

o o o !
Of course. Mr. Tisdall believes that 

another bill framed by *‘Bfll" Bow­
ser to prevent the entraioe into B 
of Asiatics who cannot read and write 
English is overdue. •.‘ii 

o o o
C< rtalnly It ta x. good time to bring 

on another election, and Mr. Tlsdai: 
knows that It pays the railway com­
panies to see that the right men are 
elected.

o o o
Does Mr. Tisdall know «hat the Mc­

Bride government has been In powei 
for over eight years and that the peo­
ple of Nelson. Ro-Mtiio-i. <trank Forks 
and the whole of southern B. C. are 

iMlil anxious, but unable, to trade with 
Vancouver? What Is Mr. Tisdall go­
ing to do about it?

V
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MPTINESS OF CLAIMS 
OF SAVING PROVINCE

Subsidizing of the Party Press 
—Failure of the Primary 

School System

Legislative Press Gallery» January IT.
The lieutenant-governor came down 

this afternoon and gave the royal as­
sent to a bill which will enable the 
city council of Vancouver to meet and 
transact business without fear of any 
legal consequences. Should any error 
be found in this bill, as there was after 
prorogation last session in the bill 
which tills is designed to remedy, there 
will be time to correct It at the present 

Anyway, Vanoôuver civic bills 
seem made to be amended.

The debate on thé address wAs con­
tinued this afternoon by the member 
for Newcastle, Parker Williams, who 
got in some hard raps at the govern^ 
ment and the premier and exposed the 
weakness of their position on the land 
question, while he also drew attention 
to. the lamentable state of primary 
education in British Columbia.
U Several petitions for private legis­
lation were introduced and referred to 
the committee on standing orders. ii 

Parker Williams.
Parker Williams, resuming the debate 

on- the address, said that as time went 
on he found himself more anxious to 
speak on the matters of general policy 
which came up under the head of this 
ddbate. He found a great deal to criti­
cise In the McBride polcy: more and 
more as the years advanced. His col­
league the member for Nânàlmo, was 
away but he was glad to inform the 
House that he would soon be back and, 
whatever the House might think, he 
was bound to say that thq chamber 
would be a great deal the better for 
his presence In It. The honorable 
gentleman went on to say that as 
things were he could not analyze the 
speech from the standpoint of Social­
ism but he could from the standpoint 
Of common sense, decency and present- 
day economy.

j The making of. a McBride speech 
tronf the throne-irresistibly reminded 
one of the Israelitish making, of bricks 
without straw, and in this effort the 
government acquitted itself well and 
deserved credit for the way In which 
it dealt with a speech which had noth­
ing in Itself. T6e first three clauses 
(Coronation, Duke pf Connaught and 
Earl Grey) might be described a? pad-1 
ditig pure and simple, which had 
neither meaning nor reason. Para­

phs 6, 7, ». >2, H apd 15 (Songhees 
reserve,' consolidation of statùiés, 
Strathcona Park, Parliament Buildings 
extension, university lah^-plearlng. 
and university opening) merely stated!, 
that the government hàd carried out 
the Instructions wh|ch the legislature 
had issued to It Paragraphs 4, 6. 10, 
and 16 (prosperity -of the provtnc* tax* 
commission, conference with Ottawa, 

public accoudai and estimated) 
told the house .that pertain 

■ouId be submitted which bf. 
nactment the government 
lied to submit The 
therefore, be given 

presuming on its majority 
to submit reports which It 
to lay before the House.

A

This left but the three paragraphs 
waling with the creation of a forestry 
lepartment, the administration of the­
ater rights in the railway belt, and, 
îe railway policy,, as disclosing any 
irogramme or as a policy, so-called, of 
;he government. He trusted the ad­

ministration of the water rights in the.

Eway belt would be a little better 
n it was outside the belt- As for

_I railway policy little was said.
jtHowever, it seemed to be enough for 
the members from Vancouver. They • 
lid not know what it was but they] 
/ere prepared to take the premier on 
rust and endorse the policy. If the- 

Colonist was tç be taken for .gospel the I 
(rentier had disclosed a great deal 
ire About his railway policy to the 
lvfentton of job-hunters than "he had 
the .House. . ; . .

The Old, Old Story, 
j .Great credit was taken for the; 
îfinances of the province, finances; 
which would be no credit to a fourth-1 
"rate municipal politician. It was the 
old story Of thé province having been 

<on the rocks and of ihe premier having 
nobly stepped in and saved it. He had 
heard this yarn now so often that he 
could start in the middle or at the end

End work; out the time-worn phrases 
bout how the McBride government 
ad rescued the province from bank­
ruptcy. All this repetition vof an in­
correct statement indicated a lack of 

anything solid on which to appeal to 
the people. The facts as they stood 
ion the record gave justification for no 
such language as was used. Mr. Mc­
Bride and his government would have 
'had to manifest a skill they had not 
yet manifested to effect any change in 
the province's finances since 1902.

Mr. Williams declared that as long 
as the financial Moses was going to be 
trotted out he was going to remind the 
Horse and the people that the differ­
ence in the financial condition of B. C. 
now as compared with. 1902 was due to 
the increase in the timber and land 
values, and remind them, too, that 
there was a limitation to these re­
sources. It was imblushingly said that; 
the difference was due to something 
that Premier McBride had done, blit 
this was" only a fairy‘ale.
- Thé tax commission, they had been 
told, was an evidence of the govern­
ment's solicitude- for the people, but 
there was no evidence that that com­
mission would, recommend the remis­
sion of the direct taxation which bore 
Isn heavily on the working classes. In- 
identaliy it. might be pointed out that 
ie British practice In appointing 
jyal commissions was to name mem- 

?rs of the opposition as well as of the 
rovernment, but it would be contrary 
:o the McBride spoils system to recog- 
lize its opponents. I

JVtr.William^jreCjSrxed to the way inj
which, he said, reports of what mem­
bers opposite said were primed before 

appearing in the Colonist Usually the 
reports of the House proceedings in the 
press were all .they should be. but in 
the Colonist, where Indiscreet remarks ; 
had been made which showed the true ' 
opinions of members but did not suit 
the government these did not appear. 
Th$ hand-picked press was worked to 
the limit and the record of the band of 
spoon-fed papers reaching across the 
province, headed by the Colonist 
showed that they took every advantage 
of the Land Act and that a large por- f 
tloo of their revenue came from the’ 
publication of notices demanded by 

the Land Act and the advertising sup- : 
plied by the government The bulk of 
these papers did not maintain a re­
porter here for the session but took 
what was supplied them by the gov­
ernment's friends and in favor of the 
government "}

w
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Colonist and Spoils System.

“As for the Colonist," continued Mr, 
Williams, 'It puts on a sanctimonious1 
and hypocritical pretence of aspiring 
to nigh ideals and pure journalism» and 
it is never tired of expressing that In 
as many words as it can. Its whole 
action is marked by lechery and graft 
of the worst kind, and a type of lechery 
that Is a disgrace to B. C. journalism at 
the present time. From the public ac- 

\ counts we find that no less than $5,747 
was fed into the unscrupulous maw of 
this publication. . But this was not all; 
this was the very innocent duty of 
publishing sundry advertising notices, 
but we find the Colonist figuring in re­
spect of other matters. The year be­
fore last the Colonist practically clean­
ed up about the same amount, that 
being the only Word to describe 
process. In Victoria there Is another 
paper—I do not" make much difference 
between, the Times and the Colonist as 
to party politics—and the same year 
the Times gets the magnificent sum of 
$38.40. There is some other motive be- 

that of reaching the people by the 
publication of these advertisements, 
and I make no mistake In saying that 
the purpose to be served is to give the 
key-note to the party publications 
throughout the province. The Colonist 
does it well and is well paid for It, but 
It Is paid from the public treasury In­
stead of the party purse.

"One reason given for not publishing 
these advertisements in the evening 
paper is that the morning paper Is the 
better one to put them In. The same 
firm that publishes the Colonist en­
deavored to build up an evening paper 
which received, during the brief few 
weeks before It went where unscrupu­
lous publications of that sort belong .to, 
out of the public treasury. $8.842. This 
amount Mr. McBride drew from the 
public treasury and handed oyer In the 
endeavor to float a party publication. 
In one year $14,000.00 went Into 
the Colonist office. Is there 

,a more rotten example of the 
spoils system than this very incident? 
jlf there was any occasion for the pub­
lication of . $8,842 worth of sundry ad­
vertising tii this evening paper how 
did It stop when that paper stopped 
and went to where a paper of that 

should go? It was a bald, 
bare-faced admission that the govern­
ment dipped into the treasury for. the 
benefit of its party friends. .I draw no 
lines between the morals of the gov­
ernment and the morals of its friends 
that received such m Vney."

‘ • • • • ■ ; Bush Fires.
Discussing bush fires Mr? Williams 

declared that there were more bush 
fires with the- Bush Fires Act than 
without it The act was an encour­
agement to set fires contrary to the 
law. The farmer having § bush to 
fire would prefer to fire It without 

permit than with one. seeing that 
► permits were obtainable at the 

time of year when It could be done. 
The only way to burn a bush-was to 
cut it down, leave It for a year and 
then set fire when It was dry. and sow 
grass which would prevent the»second 
growth coming up. But men who knew 
nothing about setting fires were se­
lected as fire wardens by the spoils 
committee, and thés» men gave permits 
only when it was impossible to set fire. 
The Bush Fires Act was so beautifully 
arranged, by the Conservatives—or the ; 
Russians, maybe—that If a man was! 
charged with setting n fire be had toi 
prove that' be É8 not Mght it and if! 
he failed to prove this, even though2 
he .had not lit it, the penalty fell on* 
him. This was Contran' to all prln- 

Of logte. but then logic and Con- 
principles did not run 10- 

The principle of asking a man 
„► prove himself Innocent originated In 
Spain, passed on to Russia and never 

.advanced any further till It got tolpn | 
tsh Columtyft. * ' [

Williams pointed out that the., 
of living had Increased 37 per 
in ten years, practically the pe­

riod of the so-called McBride pros­
perity in British Columbia. Hew had 
wages fared? These were ten per cent, 
tower than at the beginning of that 
\^tod; the workers were that much

mm
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Worse off~ tô-day than when the l|c 
Bride government came into office. A 
good nature and an Intensely good 
memory for faces was all there was 
to the premier, Mr. Williams averred. 

«Some one was credited with having 
4 said that no one could be as wise as 
Mr. McBride looked.

Ho Land for Settlers.
Taking up the question of the land 

the member for*Newcastle remarked 
that the references made by the mem­
ber for Alberoi to this matter seemed 

I to Irritate the premier and some of 
the Vancouver men too. He admitted 
that the premier looked like a states­
man but what he was trying to find 
out was whether he acted like one. The 
one outstanding fact of the treatment 
of the land question would show that 
the premier's Statesmanship consisted 
in carving up the province for the 
benefit of his part)' friends. There 
were railways enough but where were 
the pre-emptors? Where was there 
land available for the pre-emptors If 
they wefe here? It was all very well 
to color maps red and mark them 
open for pre-emption but as a matter 
of fact where was the land open to 
pre-emption within reach of the rail­
way? Take the Colonist, the Week 
and the Albernl Pioneer and they were 
full of land notices, showing that the 
speculator had plotted everything that 
was open. There was no shortage of 

‘men to go Into the bush and make 
homes for themselves; the shortage 
was in the land. Tfco land department 

I had evço yent men up to the north end 
ef Vancouver Island to seek pre-emp­
tions gn<$ the. men had, Touhd no IS no 
where they had been directed, to by the 
land department. This was, the Typd 
policy of the McBride government. The 
Colonist endorsed this policy of giv- 
ihg the J#nd to the speculators, and 
also the Week, a personal organ bf 
Mr. McBride, brought Into existence 
tor the purpose of eulogising him and 
publishing his photograph at least once 
every tour months. The Week did not 
suffer, either; It made about $4,800 a 
year Jn government advertising. That! 
paper recently published an article 
about some lands in the Naas Valley 
and spoke of the 'little band of 
pioneers” which opened them up— 

iree hired men—in a valley of which 
ere had»been photograph» ten years 
ifore these "adventurous spirits" 

went in there. ; < >r ' |
Where In his ancestry did the pre­

mier get his love for the Curse of Ire­
land. landlordism? He had carried the 
seed and planted the poisonous weed « 
In the soil of British Columbia, aa4j| 
this planting of the seed of landlord­
ism here was the one thing by which 
future generations would know that 
there had been such a man as Richard 
McBride. . V;"r' -j

At this point the Speaker called the 
hon- gentleman to order tor the unpar­
liamentary use of member's names in 
referring to them. j

Mr. Williams went on to( say that 
while he was from a class which had 
been chased off their holdings, If he 
were not a Welshn\an he would be 
proud to be an Irishman If for nothing 
ejse than to fight landlordism, and yet 
It remained tor the son of-Irish parents 
to plant that Accursed thing In this 
free soil. The premier told them there 
was no favorlteism shown by the gov­
ernment. that Conservative, Socialist 
and Liberal were all treated alike. If 
this was so how came it that there 
were at least three publications sCMB*
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notices in COhkervtillVF papers to evety.
°ne in Liberal papers. Going on .from 
this to deal with education Mr. Wil­
liams said:

> Primary Education. ; C. j. ;
"In 1903, when Mr. McBride came to 

save B. C„ there was on average actual 
dally attendance of 16.357 children in 
the public schools of the province, and 
in 1910 the dally attendance was 28,094,
Î0 per cent Increase. During that 
pêçiod _ the revenue increased 400 per 
cent, the expenditure increased 800 per ; 
ceijt, but the amount spent on educa- 
*’~n only increased by 52 per cent, from 

ft.000 to $612,000. The expenditure on 
education lias not kept pace with tjie 
school population, and this is most no­
ticeable in the bush schools. I know a 
case where a-boy who at twelcve was 
ready to try for the High School when] 
in the city was further away at fifteen^ 
after going to bush school, with Rfl _ 
characteristic of continually changing 
téacnèrs. What Is true there is tnTe 
qf the system throughout the province.
The rural school system is such that 
not one in forty, ever tries for the High 
school, and of those who do few get 
there. And ybt the rural schdol is real­
ly the foundation .of. the system ot 
which the university Is the apex.- The 
whole system Is a subject for radical 
change. Tho province wQch' ttta'ÿsàt "V 
mler rescued when on the verge of 
bankruptcy, eight years ago was able 
to spenefmore onJts elementary schools 
than it is to-day with a surplus. The 
statesmanship of' the' government is 
shown in the establishment of a uni­
versity and the continuance_pf- an in- 
effleient and inadaquate primary school 
system. The old government spent-*24 
per child on education, but to-daÿ, with 
everything for which the goverpnrent 
has to pay increased in costi this 

j statesmanlike government of ours 
spends only $21 per child, even in suite . 

let the revenue Of IHè did Dankrupr 
nays having increased from a million 
and a half to ten millions.’'

Referring to the new chief inspector - 
of mines, Thomas Graham, Mr. 'Wil­
lems stated-that he had only recently 
taken his certfiteate as a mine man­
ager, and thought that the inspector 
-waa too close*toTthe mine operators in­
stead of to the men. He went on to 
de«4 ; t It? ttt, WBtofgove m ment in
this province, which he had figured out 
at $23 pqr. hefd. the .next province be- J 
tug Manitoba, with' a cost of $10 per 
head. “What do we get for this $23 
per head?” asked Mi*. Williams. '«Ab­
solutely nothing. In the last ten years,
Iri this lpc^lod df broad statesmanship, 
the cost of government has..Jr§J?Jçd. 
■while the population Jhas but donhird.
It is time this government at least en­
deavored to justify its existence. Its 
range of vislbft cannot get beyond to- ft 
day.-

The 1 memlber!’T6r Esquimau moved 
the'âdjoufnm^ûl' of the debate.^

The only meaning the Colonist can 
attach to the word “aggressive” when 
applied to a pubUc utterance Is that it 
must be an attack on opposition. The 
complaint of the Times with reference 
to the speech of Premier McBride was 
that It was defensive and apologetic of ; 
the record of the government rather 
than aggressive in its attack upon the j 
many and important problems facing • 
the country- If the Colonist under­
stands “aggressive” government to 
mean only a government which attache 
the opposition we can understand a 
good many of Its recent utterances 
which are otherwise Inexplicable. The 
lofty scorn of the Broad street paper 
for Mr. Brewster and Parker Williams 
Is quite in keeping with its arrogance 
on one hand and its nauseating toady­
ism on the other However, Parker 
Williams proved that it is well paid 
for Its work.
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Rood enough to approve of “the high 
order” of hi* witticisms, but regretted 
that the hon. gentleman had not mol­
lified his remarks about the premier 
and refrained from saying harsh 

I things. Tn fact, Mr. Jardine objected 
to criticism of "those in authority tin­
der our King*» majesty and over us“; 
although he was kind enough to grant 
to everyone the right to wish thAt their 
own particular views might prevail. 
No one could read the signs of the 
time* according to him, but they must 
go on until reforms were brought 
abbot without doing injustice to any-: 
one. As long as he was a member 

■of the Conservative party, he declared, 
he would give his adherence to moder­
ate reforms, which would pave -the way 
of the people of British Columbia to: 
greater things.

Regarding educational matters, Mr. 
Jardine was satisfied, on the whole.

r SPEECHES ON THE 
ADDRESS TO GOVERNOR

Minister-of Lands Defends the 
Administration of That 

Department
___

document is the speech in another; 
tense and form, was concluded this' 
afternoon, somewhat unexpectedly, j 
and the House Is now ready to pro- 
ceed without further delay to the seri­
ous business of the session.

The feature of the day's sitting was 
a rather spirited defence of the admin­
istration of the lands department by 
the present minister In charge of It. 
Hon. W. R. Ross. The lack of a land 
policy by the government has been a 
frequent point of attack by the oppo­
sition, and ns time goes on the force 
of the attack increases. So serious had 
it become at the present session that 
the responsible minister felt called 
upon to defend the manner In which 
the government which he joined not 
long ago hgd dealt with the greatest 
asset the province has, rich as It is In 
natural wealth.

Another feature |s of interest only 
to the electors of Esquimau district, 
who are woefully misrepresented In the 
present parliament. A member who 
was elected in opposcition to the gov­
ernment now in power In this province 
presumed, as he has done for two ses­
sions previously, to speak In the House 
as a supporter of the government, 
which he fulsomely eulogised, quite 
contrary to the wishes of the majority

0C3M

it? smMw*
tiling a higher educatlo 
l ability.
Mr. Jardlue objected to 
Attment that wages 01 
instruction work Were 
hey were ten years ago.
his gave the figures -----ng paid on C. N. R. construction, 
vilhout any comparative figures. He 
$ave the figures paid by Grant, Smith 
& Co., as given in the House by the 
minister of railways in answer te a 
question, and said those of Moore and 
Pethlck were practically the same.

"What constitutes a day in the Es­
quimau district?” was Mr. Williams 
very pertinent question."I have not gut that, but I knot 
that in my own district they are work 
ing the nine-hour day." replied Mi 
Jardine. -, ,v J

Mr. Williams wanted to know if U 
rate of $2.50 for laborers was for 
nine-hour or a ten-hour day. repu

n It n show-

Mr. Williams' 
a the railway 

lower than ' 
, and to prove

of the people who elected him. Noth-i 
lng but superlatives would suit John! 
Jardine ip hie references to a premier- 

land a government which not so long 
jag© were anathema to him. How- he 1 
recvnclles this with his own conscience 
is probably his own business; how he" 
reconciles it with his duty to the elec­
tors of Esquimau the people of that 

\riding will have a chance to express 
fan opinion on before long, according to , 
all Indications.

Jardine Fulsome Praise.
; Mr. Jardhie began with the usual 
congratulations to the various speak­
ers who had preceded himself. In vary­
ing degrees of praise. He confessed 
that when he came td the first min­
ister it was with the utmost deference 
that he approached the subject. How­
ever. he was able to enunciate the 
opinion that the speech the premier 
had delivered had been "one of the most 
brilliant efforts he had ever made, and* 
one which exceeded the.i expectations.

thought It was 
into this matter, j j

------ 66p thought tt
What the Colonist re- 

careful to emit any 
the Times received

: il
m»—>*- H|.J nothing to 
•that Ottawa doe* la that

the < oftditioF of j 

... the member far
Will admit we often take a 

higher In authority, 
would be unwise for us to 

• good In the dletrihu- 
Wlth 79ur permission.

[ «111 give ypu thp
............................ the year 1886 to 1101
(Evidently Mr. Jardine was sllplpng a 
cog in hie date* just here, to Judg< 
from hi* further remark»). T got thli 
1l*t prepared for me. tn the year end 
in* June 30. 110$. the Colonist got no 
a sou; thn Time* received 11.485.16. I 
U» JTMr ending June in. leo*. the.Co,

yesterday, and I .1* 
only right i ,hon Id go 
The member for Newcastle 
right to go into x. : ■ - t
"Wed. hat he vu 
reference to what 
from Ottawa."

Wr. Williams- We have 
do here with <>•- —

Mr. Jardine—Take 
affaire there, and 
Newcaetle _J 
lead from those 
though It v--" 
look to them for 
Mon of ofll*. «
Mr. Speaker, I 
amount* from I

of the gentlemen on the floor of thlr 
House.” Continuing, the member for 
Esquimau informed the House that 
the premier had great gifts and at­
tainments which were not easily fol­
lowed by any oi his supporters, and 
that "he has the ability which few pos- 

i sew of putting the affairs of the coun­
try In such shape that any person who:

of following correctly the 
of events in British Colum­

bia must feel delighted Indeed/’ - ; -,
The only note in a lower key fn this 

hlgh-Htrung poean of praise was when 
he offered sympathy to the leader of 
the opposition—a position which, by- 
the-way, he was at one time very am­
bitious to fill—on the ground that he 
knew the disadvantages of the posl- 

|tl#b,- A» fill'' llhi igffgu-'

Is desli

for New-
jj castle, the member for



Jf- ' ; v

T™1* not a cant, the Time* Jl.693.e0. 
For the nine months ending the 31st 
March. 1907. the Colonist received $6.25 
and the Times received $1.18&f0. In the 
year ending March 1. 1FW. the Colon­
ist got nothing and the Times received 
$8?5.50. for the year ending March 31. 
1909, the Colonist not a cent, the Times 
—they are Increasing now: there must 
be something in sigh*—$1,920. The total 
the Colonist received during all these 
years was $6.25 and the Times received 
$7,123.05. Now. sir. that would give you 
an opportunity to judge as to the re­
lative merits of the two governments 
in the matter of disposing of patron­
age. I thought it onlv right this should 
be done as the member for Newcastle 
did not mean to mislead and probably 
did not-think It worth while to go Into 
this thing and take up this aide of the 
Question.

Dealing with matters which he 
thought of interest to his own district, 
Mr. Jardine said that he had support-

mm

ed the government railway policy two 
years ago. and from that time there 
had been a steady growth of confidence 
In his district that transcended any­
thing in the memory of tne oldest in­
habitant. The railway was practically 
built from the boundary of the city to 
Sooke Lake, and from men not Identi­
fied with the government nor with the 
contractors he was able to say that 
the grade was of the highest clas% the 
filling in of the best description and 
the curvatures all any railway expert 
might expect. As a result of the con­
struction of this line, he expected to 
s€e along the west côast the greatest 
development in the history of British 
Columbia. Two-thirds of the navigable , 
waters of the harbor of Victoria were 
in the district of Esquimau, and there 
was buoyancy, hope and expectation 
In his riding.

The hon. gentleman ended up with 
the rather trite prophecy that "we 
were on the eve of great things, and 
this part of the province was coming 
into its own."

Skeena's Demands.
William Manson (Skeena) followed 

and expressed gratification at the gen- j 
er&l prosperity which he found abound­
ing to-day. Whatever, diffidence the 
opposition might have in admitting that 
any good thing could be done by à gov-, 
eminent at the head of which was the 
Hon. Richard McBride, he believed that 
all must agree that, thanks to railway 
development, there was a considerable 
amount of real prosperity brought 
about. The land policy was one re­
garding which much criticism was 
heard, but It was forgotten that large 
areas of land had been reserved for 
the settler in the Naas valley, the Klt- 
dumkalum valley, Graham island and 
Porcher island. The difficulties of ad­
ministration of the land department 
were many but the minister should 
make better provision for dealing with 
the complex questions existing in the 
Skeena district as between settlers and 
holders of coal prospecting and mining 

I permits.
Lack of transportation was another 

j thing which hampered settlement in 
the outlying districts. This was being 
removed to some extent by the con­
struction of the Grand Trunk Pacific, 
but still there was urgent need for 
roads, trails, bridges, etc. It seemed 
Impossible to impress on the public 
works department the great needs of 
the north country, which required much 
more thin the settled districts of the 
south. The government might, too. 
well afford to furnish facilities for 
clearing land, furnishing powder, or, 
perhaps, taking a leading part in the 
work. With the amount of money avail­
able the government could well devote 
seme of its surplus in that way.

Mr. Manson asked that In the Inter­
ests of the administration of justice 
assizes be held in Prince Rupert and a 
jail established there. He hoped that 
better terms should shortly be granted 
to the province and enable generous 
appropriations to be made for the 
needs of the Skeena district.

.. ... Progress in Comox. ________ |

.

Michael Manson (Comox) spoke at 
length on the paragraph of the speech 
from the throne which dealt with pro­
posed forestry legislation, and stated 
that this matter was of far-reaching 
tmportahce to his constituency. One- 
ttyrd of all the timber In the province 
was found in Comox constituency and 
any measure dealing with the timber 
wealth of British Columbia was of par­
amount ! importance to it. Within the 
last year 350,000,060 feet of timber had 
been cut there. Mr. Manson said he 
had read the report of the timber and 
forestry commission carefully and in 
the main its recommendations appealed 
to him. Legislation along the lines 
suggested would materially improve 
conditions, but he trusted the govern­
ment would not follow, the recommend­
ation to abolish hand-loggers* licenses. 
When the commission sat It bad apfci 
heard any of the hand-loggers and bad 
not been placed in .possession of all the 
facts in regard to their position. These 
men were among the finest pioneers of 
the province and the reason given for 
abolishing their licensee—that some of 
them had taken logs belonging to tim­
ber-owners—was a weak one.

The member for Comox detailed the 
growth of prosperity in his riding, as 
in the completion of the Bowel river 
pulp mills, which would shortly be 
turning out 190 tons of pulp daily, and I 
the great extension of the operations j 
of the Canadian Collieries Company's I 
mines. He promised support to the) 
enveniment'*, ralhgpy policy Aqd hoped 1 

that in the government's plans provis­
ion would be made for railway exten­
sion to the north end of the island, in­
cluding branches to Campbell river, 
Hardy bay and other points. He de­
manded a vigorous policy of develop­
ment of Vancouver Island, 

v A Minister's Defence.
Hon. W. R. Ross (Fernle), as the 

minister responsible for the adminis­
tration of the Lands Act, said he could 
assure the leader of the opposition, the 
member for Newcastle and the province 
that not only had thé government a 
land policy but a land policy which had4 
so worked out as to conserve the lands 
of the province for the people of the 
province. It might be that It had not 
worked out so rapidly as could have 
been desired, hut It was making speedy 
and satisfactory progress. Hie stag­
nant part of the province had been the, 
railway belt but he hoped that with 
the changes of government at Ottawa 
there would be a change in this re­
gard.

The minister went briefly into the 
history of the department’s dealing 
with the land question—the abolition of 
the third-class qualification, the plating 

(Of a reserve on certain lands, surveys, 
the setting apart of lands for the uni­
versity, for pre-emption and tor sale, 

jj and the last Increase in price. He took 
Issue with the Times criticism of land 
administration, saying that in the case 
of the Peace river lands the Times saw 
a movement of the speculator to all, 
that remained desirable of good land, 
had blamed the government and said 

| that it could not stop the speculators 
because they were its friends. The 
Canadian Pacific and the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, both of which wére large 
holders of lands in Alberta, advanced 
the price of these lands, and the gov­
ernment of British Columbia, being 
abreast of the times In all things, ad­
vanced the price of its lands from $2.66 
and $5 an acre to $5 and $10 an acre. 
No one had ever condemned the gov­
ernment for this, even the men who 
had to pay the higher price, but the 
Times denounced the government fpr 
doing what it had formerly biased it 
for failing to do. It was nothing new 
to see the editor of the Times chang­
ing colors lu reference to matters be­
ing transcat ed by the government but 
it was a matter of considerable inter­
est when the leader of his Majesty’s 
solidified and loyal opposition took the 
same position. The gratifying thing 
about It, .however, was that' the party 
bore the same relation to the people of 
the province that the numerical 
strength of that party in the House 
bore to the total membership of the 
House.



'

Mr. Boss announced to thé Mouse 
that-the surveys yere going ahead with*, 
all possible expedition, and that there 
were already 100,000 acres of land now 
open to pre-emption, enough to furnish
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homes for six thousand families. With
tills lead ever actual requirements the
government thought there would be 
always plenty of land available for the 
pre-emptor. Maps of this surveyed
land had been prepared and were being 

out to persons who asked for in­
formation as to available land daily. 
The development of the last few 
months would be nothing to what It 
would be when tâa projccted lines of 
railway communication were in oper­
ation. Another resblt of the govern­
ments land policy was the setting 
aside of 700,600 acres for the university 
endowment and 866,000 acres for sale by 
auction. This brought to view another A WEAK DEFENCE
public auction. As to whether the 

•policy was made at the expense of the 
pre-emptor he would leave the House; 
to decide, when it heard that two-thirds 

| of the lands of the province were 
closed by reserve against the man who 
would either buy or lease, while large 
areas were open to the pre-emptor. It' 
was alleged that all the desirable lands 
in the north were alienated. Such was 

! not the case. Naturally the lands near­
est to transportation facilities and to 
other settlers were taken up first, but 
there was abundance of land further 

; back. Surveys along the Thompson 
wourd provide land for the settler 

1 ahead of the settler. In the Peace 
river country all the land was available 
to the pre-emptor. It would probably 
surprise the critics of the government 
to know that all the land in the dis­
tricts of New Westminster. LHtooet, 
Cariboo and the Kamloops division of 
Yale was absolutely withdrawn from 
sale and was available to the pre- 
emptor. ' xv-"'r

This land policy had of necessity been 
made to conform to the changes in the 
Lands Act under which many thou-

REPLIES TO MINISTER
AS TO UNO POLICY

How the Government Ruts on 
Reserves and Removes Them 

Wlien It is Convenient

Legislative Press Gallery. Jan. IS.
’ An interested listener to the speech of 
dite minister of lands In the Housef 
Thursday afternoon was John Oliver, 
and to a Times representative to-day 
Mr. Oliver expressed his opinion of the 
attempted defence made by the min­
ister of the land policy of the McBride

sands of applications had been made
and many conflicts had arisen, but In
all that time there bad never been en­
tertained in the mind of any man the

there been a case
not received honest treatment at the
hands of the officials charged with the1
administration of the law.

tien for an address In reply to the
speech from the throne

it should be presented to Hie Honor
the Leintenant-governor by such

the executive council.
Standing Committees.

Private Bills and Standing Orders.-
McKay, Miller. Manama (Dewd

■Cawley, McGuire.
Hawthomth waite, William*.

Man son (Comox),
Hunter. Braden. Fraser (Cariboo), Me
Donald^ Williams.

Railways.—Messrs. Parsons, Caven,

Hawthorn thwalte.
Public

Schofield, Wright, Williams. Davey

Schofield, Cawley,
survey. I say that the abuses which 
existed prior to 1908 have been con­
tinued. and In a more aggravated form, 
down to the present moment.

“One of these abusas as shown In

thomthwalte.

Printing.—Messrs.
the Investigation into the disposal of 
land at Kitlihat, was that a man ap-1
Plying to purchase crown lands simply 
rifthèd a letter assigning bis Interest;0» l«no

imendmentsa bill enacting certain ai

IKMÉk........ .-tint



other persons and that, the 
1 j||m<Ï8 were Issued to the .person

-in the letters of assignment. I 
eay positively, but I believe that 
*om still exists, if not Identtcal- 
that way. There is no real ob- 
tn the way of any person collect­
ors of attorney from irrespon- 

individuals and acquiring 1m- 
tracts of land in that way. This 

wen conclusively by what was 
In the case of the land adjoining 

^Fraser.
\ Ross next says that another new 
;ure was made In the case of the 
surveyed by the government set- 

one-third for the university 
iwrnent and one-third for purchase 

ption under'the provisions of 
rianil act. That is no fair dead to 

w pr^emptor. In actual working 
assuming that the one-third was 
illy taken - by the pre-emptor — 

Is not the case—the pre-emptor 
it In the position of having but 
hfjpd of the land In any particular 
tory to occupy, making it Impos- 

I tor him to have the eoctàl araen- 
jof life and near neighbors, while 

esame time he Is compelled to 
e the other two-thirds for the 
of someone else, because the 

lion of part of an area means 
ling of Improvement value to 
ince.
the minister of lands says that 
and 1910 further large jireas 
thdrawn from sale or lease and 
re comprehensive surveys un 

It. and he goes on further and 
lat in 1911 a further develop- 

the land policy of the govern- 
form in the withdrawal from 

lease of the vacant lands of 
n In the districts of New West- 

Cariboo, Llllooet and the 
division of the Tale , dis- 

_ Ically one-third of the area 
the entire province, tie says. Now 
bëïleve that the government 

dating these lands for the bene- 
s friends, and to show just what 

t there is in this claim that the 
ment has withdrawn these lands 

sate or lease I might refer to the 
Gazette for November 16 and 

iber 30 last. In the Gaxette of 
iber lé is a notice cancelling the 

which had been put on by order 
ng In the Gazette of May 10, 
lilch opens up* a large number of 

Range '6, Coast district, which 
i reserved from sale or lease 
1910.

ie same Issue of the Gazette the 
of the east side of Vancouver 
opened up for sale, with a 

iservatlon. On thç same date 
number of lots in .Cariboo dle- 
ilch had been reserved from sale 
are thrown open to purchase, 

with » targe number of lots 
it, certain lota In Bi 
riot, lota In Range» 4 and S,

ES

I 1W

cancelled on it to permit of a lease be
ing given, and on the same day the re­
serve was lifted from a lot In Koot­
enay district to allow of a sale being 
made; The reserve was also lifted as 
to seventy acres in New Westminster.

••I am not in a position to say that 
these reserves are being made to hold 
the land for certain persons, but I do 
say that when Mr. Ross says that these 
are established for the pre-emptor h?
Is putting up a magnificent bluff. The 
fact of the matter is that these reserves 
are put on and when lands -are wanted 
for sale the reserve Is being cancelled 
to allow of the sale being made. That 
should be plate enough from the facts 
that are to be found in the official Ga 
zette.
ZZJTho minister stated that the decision 
to increase the price of lands created 
consternation among the friends of; 
the leader of the opposition and th? 
premier said that the majority of the 
men who were purchasing lands are 
Liberals. That Is simply guff. It Im­
plies—If there was any truth in It, 
which there is not—that the govern­
ment does inquire Into the political 
faith of the men who are applying to 
purchase crown lands. Mr. Ross in his 
speech says that the only gratifying 
thing about the situation is that the 
relation which the Liberal party bears 
numerically to the people of this prov­
ince is the same as the position of the 
parties In the House, which permits of 
all the members of the party to speak 
t the same time without violating the 

rules of the House. And yet the pre­
mier says that the majority of men who 
are purchasing lands are Liberals. The 
question of who is buying lands has 
absolutely nothing to do with the ques­
tion of the policy which allows them 
to be sold.

“The truth Is that the speculator is 
following the surveyor, sometimes 
presented on the survey parties, and 
is in a position to pick and choose and 
Is picking and choosing the very best 
lands of the province and holding them 
for a vast increase in price. And this 
prevents the settlement of these lands 
and so forces the people of this prov 
ince to send millions of dollars out of 
the country to pay for agricultural, 
products which could and ought to be 
produced in the province. That, there 
was an Increase In the number of pre- 
emptprs was only to be expected, even 
under the most, adverse circumstances, 
but tiie acreage being brought under 
[cultivation by the pre-emptors bears a 
very unsatisfactory ratio compared 
with the acreage which is being al­
ienated to others than actual, settlers.

“Mr. Ross tells us further that the 
[land policy contemplates that the sys­
tem of government surveys shall be 
carried out during tile coming summer, 
And that th<uSueJ s'sslgnments of such 
surveyed lands - ’ t be made for pre­
emption, for university purposes and 
for the purpose of sale by public auc­
tion. X do not know what he means by 
the usual portion for sale by public 
auction, because he stated previously 
that the assignment was one-third Jfor 
pre-emption, one-third for the univèr- 
slty and one-third fbr the purchaser. 
You never can have lands of the 
province filled with set>*'.rs under these 
conditions.

“Since reading Mr. Ross* speech 
have gone through the Gazette from 
November 16 to date. The minister 
stated that all the lands in the districts 

Range 6,> he mentioned were under reserve for 
■ * ■ the pre-emptor. If all the tends in the*

the Gazette ot November 3» 
dred and sixteen sections <74,240 
which had been reserved from, 

} lease were thrown open to puç- 
Tin Carlboç and Litlodet. On the 
[ date the Gazette contained no- 

• the throwing open to purchase 
y number of lots In Ranges 4 and 

had been reserved from sale or 
i in the tiret place, and In 1910 had 

absolutely teeerved. Thirty lots 
i 6, on the Morrtoe river, were 
>pen. at the same time.
I last week, a lot In

Tr

rict, and certain loto In Carl- districts he named are under reserve

MEMBERS VOTE LOYAL 
ADDRESS TO THE DUKE

Premier and Leader of the Op­
position Voice the Feeling 

of the Province

Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. 19.
By a standing vote the legislature of 

British Columbia this afternoon adopt­
ed an address of welcome to H. R. H. 
the Duke of Connaught, governor.- 
general of Canada, and H. R. H. the 
.Duchess of Cannaught. The resolution 
that an address be presented was 
moved by the premier of British Co­
lumbia and was seconded by H. C. 
Brewster, leader of the opposition. Both 
gentlemen spoke in the highest terms 
of the new' governor-general, and the 
premier assured the House and the

far-reaching Importance which Can­
ada has attained in these days as an 
integral portion of the British Empire.

“It is now history. Mr. Speaker, that 
during his lifetime the great King,, 
Edward VH., expressed the wish that 
arrangements might come about in 
time whereby it would be permitted to 
the people of Canada that they might 
have as his representative in the fed­
eral capital hie brother, the Duke of 
Connaught. Notwithstanding his un 
timely death and the fact, too, that; 
there were many and varied responsi-| 
billtles at once placed upon the) 
shoulders Of our King, George V.i there 
was never a moment, as far as we can 
ascertain, any idea at all of departing 
from the wish of our late King as to 
the movements of the Duke of Con­
naught, and we find that on the com­
pletion of the term of office of Earl 
Grey press dispatches at once made] 
the announcement that the Duke of| 
Connaught would be the next governor- 
general and would leave for Canada' 
as soon as arrangements were com­
pleted.

“His Rpyal Highness the Governor 
General is no stranger to Canada, for 
away back in 1870 he was assigned1 
military duties w-hlch caused him to 
reside in the province of Quebec, at 
Montreal, for a considerable time, 
Those still alive and who were of ma­
ture years when he was taking part , 
in the defences of the country are still ; 
loud in their praise and vivid in their ^ 
recollection of his short stay In Can­
ada. He wks always known for his

country that their Royal Highnesses very unassuming aàd manly bearing.

why was it necessary by notice in the 
Gazette to put a reserve on fourteen 
lots In Cariboo, on three lots in Ltl- 
loopt, on four in Range 6, on two In 
Range 3, on one In Kootenay apd on one 
In. New Westminster district, all with­
in the past few weeks? The toots are

would pay an early visit to thé prov­
ince.

Premier McBride, in. moving the 
adoption of the address, said:

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the 
legislatlveT assembly of British Colum­
bia, Ipis my verY pleasing duty this 
afternoon to offer a motion to the 
House Whfch covers an address of wel­
come from this parliament to Hie 
Roy ay Highness the Duke of Con­
naught, who has arrived recently and 
taken over the high office of governor- 
general of the Dominion Of Canada. 
The other afternoon, when I was priv­
ileged to'address the House, I advised 
hon. gentlemen that when in Ottawa 
some weeks ago His Royal Highness 
was good enough to arrange so that 
my colleagues and I might have a few 
moments of his time. When the ap1 
pointment came about he showed £ 
keen interest In this far western sec­
tion of the Dominion, and as I have 
already informed the House, he has 
given us his assurance that just as 
Soon as his own arrangements allow 
he Will pay a visit to these parta 

"I need not emphasize the very great 
satisfaction that has been enjoyed by 
Canadians because of .the circum­
stances of the appointment of one of 
the royal house to the position of gov­
ernor-general. Apart altogether from 
the fact that the Duke of Connaught 
has won for himself a name and repu­
tation Imperial-wide aa an excellent

serve the' government can. and has, 
within the last few weeks, thrown large 
areas of.theee presaged lands opçn for 
sale to., the speculator. Mr. 
commissioner, «ays on^, thing. 
i..other.M ‘ ?

that while vast areas are under re- man and a very brilliant soldier—there
was general appreciation of the fact 
that when one so near in relationship 
to 1)1» Majesty the King *M aligned 

as to tiiia vçry highland important ^office

the Empire at large of the great »*»

and apart from the-princely dignity. It 
Was his privilege to bear, he was look­
ed on as an all-round man and a gooi 
soldier.
P“When.I had the privilege of speak- 
ling with him in OttaWa he recalled 
that twenty-one years ago, on his way
home from India, where he had ____
serving in command of the imperial 
forces, hè arranged to make the jour­
ney overland from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic by the Canadian Pacific trans­
continental route. This brought him t< 
Victoria and Vancouver and over the 
C. P. R., and he recalled vividly, jfcs 
he conferred with us the .other day, 
how he had enjoyed every moment of 
the, time. He said that while the trip! 
then was a hurried one, it had made] 
oft, him an impression of the size and 
importance of Canada that would al­
ways last- ""5— y-*™ f'-1 -

-I am quite1 satisfied, air, that In the 
welcome which the people of British 
Columbia will gladly offer the Gover­
nor-General and the ©uchess of Con- 
nought when they come to our shore» 
next euirpner, „tpe>etwW*1)6 that hearty 
and spontaneous burst ot enthusiasm 
which has always marked the official 
welcome to this section ot Canada ot 
the representative ot his Majesty, 
King. TlyOTyls nothing to my ■“** 
and I can claim a considerable 
qualntance with the people ot 
Columbia—that seems to bring out 
loyalty and patriotism of the f 
adlans resident here as does such 
occasion to show the representative 
his Majesty heart-felt appreciation ot 
living unde) the Union Jack and en­
joying the liberty tor which It stands.
~ '(Concluded on page 1Û.)



Mr. Ross announced to the House 
that the surveys yere going ahead wlttr 
all possible expedition, and that there 
were already 900,000 acres of land now 
open to pre-emption, enough to furnish 
homes for six thousand families. With 
this lead ever actual, requirements the 
government thought there would be 
always plenty of land available tor the 
pre-empt or. Maps of this surveyed 
land had been prepared and were being 
sent out to persons who asked for in­
formation as to available land daily- 
The development of the last few 
months would be nothing to what it 
would be when the projected linee of 
railway communication were in oper­
ation. Another result of the govern­
ment's land policy was the setting 
aside of 700,600 acres for the university 
endowment and 800,000 acres tor sale by 
auction. This brought to view another 
feature of the government policy, and
that wae that no more lands were to 
be sold by private sale but only by 
public auction. As to whether the 

.policy was made at the expense of tbej 
. pre-emptor he would leave the House 

to decide, when it heard that two-thirds 
of the lands of the province were 
closed by reserve against the man who, 
would either buy or lease, while large 
areas were open to the pre-emptor. It 
was alleged that all the desirable lands 
hi the north were alienated. Such was! 
not the case. Naturally the lands near- ; 
est to transportation facilities and to! 
other settlers were taken up first, butj 
there was abundance of land further 
back. Surveys along the Thompson 
would provide land for the settler 
ahead of the settler. In the Peace 
river country all the land was available : 
to the pre-emptor. It would probably 
surprise the critics of the government! 
to know that all the land In the dts-| 
trlcts of New Westminster. Lfflooet, J 
Cariboo and the Kamloops division of1 
Yale was absolutely withdrawn from! 
sale and was available to the pre- 
emptor.

This land policy had of necessity been 
made to conform to the changes In the 
Lànds Act under which many thou­
sands of applications had been made 

many conflicts had arisen, but In 
all that time there had never been en­
tertained in the mind of any man the 
possibility of a land scandal, nor had 
there been a case where people had

hands of the officials charged with the 
administration of the law.

This closed the debate and the mo-i 
tien for an address in reply to the 
speech from the throne was carried 
unanimously and U was deckled that 
It should be presented to His Honor 
the Leiutenant-governor by such mem­
ber» of the House as were members of 

. the executive council.
Standing Committees.

The premier announced the standing 
committees for the session as follows:

Private Bills and Standing Orders.— 
Messrs. McKay, Miller. Mansen (Dewd- 
ney). Shatford, Cawley, McGuire, 

5 Brewster Hawthomthwaite, Williams.
Mining.—Messrs. Masson (Comox). 

Hunter. Braden. Fraser (Cariboo), Mc­
Donald, Williams. :: I 

Railways.—Messrs. Parsons, Caven,

Tindall, Wright,I Hawthomthwalte.
Public Accounts.—Messrs.

Schofield, Wright, Williams, Davey.
Municipal—Messrs. Watson, Davey, 

Mansou (Skeena), Schofield, Cawley, 
Mackenzie, Hunter, Brewster, Haw- 
tbomthwaite. ■;

Agriculture.—Messrs. Cawley,. Jack-
son, Lucas, Callanan, Ji 

’ Printing.—Messrs. Tlsdlfr, Behnsen, 
Braden. Mackenzie.

H. B. Thomson Introduced a petition 
from the cMr praying for the passage 
jof a btU enacting certain amendments

VICTORIA, B. €., SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 1912

■feÉÉ

k
«- If <rs5K -

■

REPLIES TO MINISTER
AS TO LAND POLICY]

How the Government Puts on 
Reserves and Removes Tlterr 

When It is Convenient
*'•

to the Mudldpal Clause# Act and valld-

Legislalive Press Gallery. *n. It.
' An Interested listener to the speech of 
-the minister of lands In the House 
Thursday afternoon was John Oliver, 
and to a Tiroes representative to-day 
Mr. Oliver expressed his opinion of tin- 
attempted defence made by the mln-^' 

l ister of the land policy of the McBride 
government.1

. “I notice first of all that Mr Rott 
told the House that the government 
has a land policy that Is making for 
the conservation of the lands of the 

_ province.” said the former member foY 
i lie Delta. ‘It would be very Interest­
ing to know what construction Mr. 
Ross puts upon the word conservation. 
The facts ate that the government has 
been selling practically all the lands 
that there has been any demand for. 
The public accounts for last year shows 
that the revenue from land sales was 
*2,431,31. These sales were principally 
in the district# opened up by the con­
struction of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
and the demand for them was, of! 
course, caused by that very work. In 
the Ltilooet district the sales amounted 
l,. $166.000. in Cariboo to $675,000, In 
Prlhce Rupert to $517,000, and in Haael- 
ton to $444,060.

‘•Mr. Roes then makes the statement 
! that In the railway belt is to be found 
the most stagnant part of the prov­
ince. That Is absolutely untrue. Set­
tlement there has not been as rapid as, 
could be desired, owing to the fact that! 
nearly all the land fit for settlement Is 

; heavily timbered, and that by far the 
larger portion of the timbered land was 
covered by timber leases issued by the. 
Conservative government of the Do­
minion prior to 1060. and thus has not- 
been,, and Is not now, available for 
settlement. He says that In 1008 the 
government undertook an extensive 
system of surveys of vacant land and 

! ft® correct abuses which had obtained 
in the past created reserves against 
sale or lease In the areas set aside for 
aurrey. I nay that the abuse# which 
existed prior to 1908 have been con­
tinued. ahd in a more aggravated form, 
down to the present moment.

“One of these abuses as shown In 
the investigation Into the disposal of 
land at Kltlmat, waa that a man ap­
plying to purchase crown lands simply 
signed a letter assigning h|s interest

».
■
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]ch Is not the case—th 
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Cultivation of part of ar 
I the adding of Improves 
[the balance. '
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ven more comprehensive 
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■says that In 1911 a fui 
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1 ment took form in the w!
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[irtet, practically one-thl 
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|we believe that the f 
amputating these land 
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|3E"to other persons and that the 
Iallds wt‘re Issued to the person 

I!*» In lhc letters or assignment. I 
Omet say positively, but I believe that 

pt™ «till exists, ir not identlcal- 
n- that way. There la no real ob- 

-icle In the way of any person collect- 
pag; powers of attorney from trreapon- 

indtvidualn and acquiring im- 
► tracta of land in that way. Thin 
oven conclusively by what was 

I: in the case of the land adjoining 
| Fraser,

'$*r- Ross next says that another new 
^parture was made in the case of the 
lahds surveyed by the government aet- 
gMf .aside one-third for the university 

gwment and one-third for purchase 
lre-«inptteti under 'the provisions of 

Bll^land act That is no fair deal to 
pre-emptor. In actual working 

, assuming that the one-third was 
Hally taken - by the pre-emptor — 
Ich is not the case—the pre-emptor 
jput in the position of having but 
(-third of the land in any particular 
ritory to occupy, making it tmpos- 

$. for him to have the soclàl amen- 
i of life and near neighbors, while 

jkt the esame time he is compelled to 
«prove the other two-thirds for the 
enefit of someone else, because the 

[cultivation of part of an area means 
the adding of Improvement value to 
[the balance.

‘Then the minister of lands says that 
n 1909 and 1910 further large preas 

[Were withdrawn from sale or lease and 
w>vcn more comprehensive surveys Un- 
jdertaktn. and he goes on further and 
says that in 1911 a further develop­
ment of the land policy of the govem- 

Iment took form in the withdrawal from 
sale or lease of the vacant lands of 

Ithe crown in the districts of New West' 
jminster. Cariboo, Lillooet and the 

amloope division of the Tale dis­
trict, practically one-third of the area; 
lof thé entire province, he says. Now: 

e believe that the government 
amputating these lands for the bene- 

|(U of its friends, and to'show just what 
I merit there is in this claim that the 

ovemment has withdrawn these lands 
Ifrom salt» or lease I might refer to the 
Ip. C. Gazette for November 16 8 
■November 30 last. In the Gazette
■ November 16 is a notice cancelling the
■ reserve which had been put on by order
■ appearing In the Gazette of May 10,
11910, which opens up-a large number of

ots in Range 5, Coast district, which 
been reserved from sale or lease 

May, 1910.
V‘In the same issue of the Gazette the 

•shore of the east side of Vancouver 
nd is opened up for sale, with a 

Aght reservation. On the same date 
I a large number of lots In Cariboo die- 
! irlct which had been reserved from sale 
I or lease are thrown open to purchase.
I The same with a large number of lots 
I in Lillooet, certain lota In Range 
ICoast district, lots In Ranges 4 and 
I Coast district, and certain lots in Cari-,
■ boo. : In the Gazette of NoVember 30 
I one hundred and sixteen sections (74,340
■ acres’) which had been reserved from 
I sale or lease were thrown open to pur- 
I chase In Cariboo and Lillooet. On the 
[same date the Gazette contained no- 
I tlces of the throwing open to purchase
■ of a number of lots In Raises 4 and 6
■ which had been reserved from sale or 
I lease In the first place, and In 1910 had
■ been absolutely reserved. Thirty lots 

i Range 6, on the Morrtoe river, were
open at the same time. —On 

V hwt week, a lot m New

ing given, and un i..<r »«-»•
serve was lifted from a h»t In Koot­
enay district to allow of a sale being 
made. The reserve was also lifted as 
to seventy acres In New Westminster.

‘•I am not in a position to say that 
these reserves are being made to hold 
the land fqr. certain persons, but I do 
say that when Mr. Ross says that these 
are established for the pre-emptor ha 

putting up a magnificent bluff. The 
fact of the matter Is that these reserve* 
are put on and when lands are wanted 
for sale the reserve is being cancelled 
to allow of the sale being made. That 
should be plain enough from the facts 
that "are to beTbund In the offlStal Ga­
zette.

The minister stated that the decision 
to increase the price of lands created 
consternation among the friends of 
the leader of the opposition and th? 
premier said that the majority of the 
men who were purchasing lands are 
Liberals. That Is simply guff. It Im­
plies—if there was any truth in it, 
which there is not—that the govern­
ment does inquire into the political 
faith of the men who are applying to 
purchase crown lands. Mr. Ross in his 
speech says that the Only gratifying 
thing about the situation is that the 
relation which the Liberal party bears 
numerically to the people of this prov­
ince is the same as the position of the 
parties In the House, which permits of 
all the members of the party to speak 
at the same time without violating the 
rules of the House. And yet the pre­
mier says that the majority of men who 
are purchasing lands are Liberals. The 
question of who Is buying lands has 
absolutely nothing to do with the ques­
tion of the policy which allows them 
to be sold.

“The truth Is that the speculator is 
following the surveyor, sometimes re­
presented on the survey parties, and 
is in a position to pick and choose and 
is picking and choosing the very best 
lands of the province and holding them 
for a vast increase in price. And this 
prevents the settlement of these lands 
and so forces the people of this prov­
ince to send milllphg of dollars out of 
the country to pay for agricultural, 
products which could and ought tq be 
produced in the province. That% there 
was an increase In the number of pre- 
emptors was only to be expected, even 
under the most, adverse circumstances, 
but the acreagS being brought under 
cultivation by the pre-emptors bears a 
very unsatisfactory ratio compared 
[with the acreage which is being al­
ienated to others than actual settlers.

“Mr. Ross telle us further that the 
iland polfcy contemplates that the sys­
tem of government surveys shall be 
carried out during tlxe coming summer, 
[and that th«L usuH assignments of such 
•surveyed lands « ' l be made for pre­
emption, for university purposes and 
for the purpose of sale by public auc­
tion. I do not know what he means by 
the usual portion for sale by public 
auction, because he stated previously 
that the assignment was one-thlrdjfor 
pre-emption, one-third for the univer­
sity and one-third tor the purchaser. 
You never can have S# lands of the 
province filled with setters under these 
conditions.

"Since reading Mr. Ross' speech 
have gone through the Gazette from 
November 16 to date. The minister 
stated that all the lands in the districts 
he mentioned were under reserve for 
the pre-emptor. If all the lands hi the* 
districts he named are under reserve 
why was 1t necessary by notice in the 
Gasette to put a reserve on fourteen 
lots in Cariboo, on three lots In Lit 
loopt, on four in Range 5, on two In 
Range 3, on one In Kootenay and on one 
In New Westminster district, all with­
in the past few weeks? The tacts are

A WELCOME TO OUR 
ROYAL GOVERNOR

MEMBERS VOTE LOYAL 
ADDRESS TO THE DUKE

Premier and Leader of the Op­
position Voice the Feeling 

• of the Province

Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. 19.
By a standing vote the legislature of 

British Columbia this afternoon adopt' 
ed an address of welcome to H. R. H. 
the Duke of Connaught, governdr- 
general of Canada, and H. R. H. the 
.Duchess of Cannaught. The resolution 
that an address be presented was 
moved by the premier of British Co­
lumbia and was seconded by H. C. 
Brfewster, leader of the opposition. Both 
gentlemen spoke in the highest terms 
of the new governor-general, and the 
premier assured the House and the

far-reaching Importance which uan- 
ada has attained in these days as any 
integral portion of the British Empire. |

‘Tt is now history, Mr. Speaker, that! 
during his lifetime the great King,* 
Edward VII., expressed the wish that! 
arrangements might come about ini 
time whereby it would be permitted tol 
the people of Canada that they might | 
have as his representative in the fed-fl 
eral capital his brother, the Duke of| 
Connaught. Notwithstanding his un-fi 
timely death and the fact, tfco, thatff 
there were many and varied responsi-f 
bill ties at once placed upon the| 
shoulders Of- our King, George V.. there 
was never a moment, as far as we can|| 
ascertain, any idea at all of departing^ 
from the wish of our late King as top 
the movements of the Duke of Con-j" 
naught, and we find that on the com-1 
pletlon of the term of office of Earli 
Grey press dispatches at once madeS 
the announcement that the Duke of I 
Connaught would be the next governor-T 
general and would leave for Canada | 
as soon as arrangements were com-|

"His Royal Highness the Governor-1 
General Is no stranger to Canada, for g 
away back in 1870 he was assigned | 
military duties which caused him tol 
re&ide in the province of Quebec, at" 
Montreal, tor a considerable time. 
Those still alive and who were of ma­
ture years when he was taking part 
in the defences of the country are still j 
loud In their praise and vivid in their | 
recollection of his short stay in Can-j 
ada. He whs always known for his!

country that their Royal Highnesses very unassuming and manly bearing.
would pay an early visit to the prov. 
irice.

Premier McBride, in moving the 
adoption of the address, said:

"Mr. Speaker and gentlemen Of the 
legislative assembly of British Colum­
bia. It Is my very pleasing duty this 
afternoon to offer a motion to the 
House Which covers an address of wel­
come from this parliament to His 
Roy ay Highness the Duke of Con­
naught, who has arrived recently and 
taken over the high office of governor- 
general of • the Dominion of Canada. 
The other afternoon, wlien I was priv­
ileged to’~address the House, I advised 
hoiu gentlemen that when in Ottawa 
some weeks ago His Royal Highness 
Was good enough to arrange so that 
my colleagues and I might have a few 
moments of his time. When the ap­
pointment cartie about he showed a 
keen interest in this far western sec­
tion of the Dominion, and as I have 
already informed the House, he has 
given ue his assurance that just as 
soon às his own arrangements allow 
he Will pay a Visit to these parts.

'T need not emphasize the very great 
satisfaction that has been enjoyed by 
(Canadians because of î the circum­
stances of the appointment of one of 
the royal house to the position of gov­
ernor-general. Apart altogether from 
the fact that the Duke of Connaught 
has won for himself a name and repu­
tation imperial-wide as an excellent

that while vast areas are under re- man and a very brilliant soldier—there
serve the government can. and has, 
within the last few weeks, thrown large 
areas of. these preserved lands open for 
sale to,, tb$ speculafer. Mr.
‘ mmlssioner, says onq thing i

was general appreciation of the fact 
that when one so near In relationship 
tq blx Majexty the Kto* was aaalgned 
to tills vqry high, and Important office 
it was another tangible evident 
the Empire at large of the great

and apart from the-princely dignity, it 
was his privilege to bear, he was look­
ed on as an all-round man and a good j 
soldier.

‘When. I had the privilege of speak- j 
ing with him in OttaWa he recalled j 
that twenty-one years ago, on his way 
home from India, where he had been 
serving in command of the Imperial | 
forces, he arranged to make the jour­
ney overland from the Pacific to the 
Atlantic by the Canadian Pacific trans­
continental route. This brought him 1 
Victoria and Vancouver and over the 
C. P. R., and he.recalled vividly, jaa 
he conferred with us the other day, 
how he had enjoyed every moment 
the time. He said that while the 
then was a hurried one, it had" r 
op him an impression of the size i 
Importance of Canada that would al­
ways last.

am quite" satisfied, sir, that in thej 
welcome Which thë people of British j 
Columbia will gladly offer the Gover- j 
nor-General and the Duchess of Con- 
nought When they come to our shores 
next summer, there. wHl be that hearty 
and spontaneous burst of enthusiasm 
which has always marked the official 
welcome to this section of Canada of 
the representative of his Majesty ' 
King. Themes nothing to tAy mtr 
and I caAClalm a considerable- 
qualntancé with the people of Brill 
Columbia—that seems to bring out | 
loyalty and patriotism of the Can; 
ad Ians resident here as does such gi 
occasion to show the representative of 
his Majesty heart-felt appreciation of 
living under the Union .Jack. ,and en­
joying the liberty for which it stands.

(Concluded on page 20.)



"We in British Columbia can daim

province was assigned to us by that 
grand queen, his mother. I have been 
heeded a letter from our late Qtxeen je 
the colonial secretary, dated July 
1858, which, as It Is short* I/will req< 
t#> the House. It is as 

«• «The Queen lias received Sir Bd 
ward Bulwer Lytton s letter. It th<

f «[SE»
to the House. It is as toliowe; t ,W

“ 'The Queen lias received Sir Bd-: 
ward Bulwer Lytton’s letter. It the: 
name ot Hew Caledonia to objected to 
as being already borne by any colony 
or Island claimed by Prance'—there is 
a footnote to the letter that objections 
were being made in Prance to the 
name ot New Caledonia for the pro­
posed new colony—it may be better to 
give the new colony to be established 
between the Rocky fountains and the 
Pacific some other name. New Han-^ 
over, New Cornwall and New Georgia 
appear from the maps to be names of 
several divisions of the colony. Thei 
only name given to, the whole territory
in any map her Majesty has consulted 
is Columbia, but as there is already af 
Colombia in South America, and as the* 
citizens of the United States call their’ 
country Columbia, at least in poetry,

‘ might be. In the! Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. It.
A typical piece of Bowser legislation 

fas before the House to-day in the 
►ill to validate the revision of the 
itatutee of the province which has just 
>een completed. The legislature is to 
be asked to pass' the work done holus- 
bolus, without time to consider the 
effect of any changes made to the law. 
Ordinarily one would expect in a case 
like this that the House would be fur­
nished with a draft copy of the .re­
vision—even if there were not a 
change made by it In a word of the 
draft—and that on the passage of the 
bill covering this the final printing 
would be done aad the statutes Issued

to the public.But the Napoleon of the government 
evidently has decided that the revision 
is to be adopted Just as It stands, and 
strong to his knowledge >f bis own 
~**«r he took the unprecedented 

fij' printing and

I British Columbia 
! Queen's opinion, the best name.* i

“I have much pleasure, Mr. Speaker,, 
in moving that a loyal address be pre­
sented to His Royal Highness. "

The leader of the opposition, in 
seconding the motion, aald:

“Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
the honorable the premier for confer­
ring upon myself such an honor as 
seconding the resolution he has so elo­
quently presented to the House this* 
afternoon. In common with every

(
member on the floor .of this House, and 
In common with the people of Canada 
from the Pacific to'the Atlantic, I have; 
felt for many years that In reality 
Canada was to become the principal

that this view has been taken also by!
the royal house in the Motherland, be-i 
cause we have at this time given us a 

, governor-general, an uncle of the pres-; 
ent King and a son df the great Queen 
who so long ruled over us. Not only, 
because of his high standing, not only 
because of the récognition bestowed 
upon Canada, but because of the worth 
of this great man sent to, us as our 
governor-general, I think Canada 
should Indeed feel proud.

“There Is little to add to the words 
of the prime minister, but I feel 'sure 

, that this House will rise and vote the 
presentation of this address In a prb- 

- pèr, loyal and very hearty manner.”
The motion was then put and car­

ried unanimously, the members. rising 
in their places as an additional mark 
Of honor. , The address Is in the fol­
lowing terms:

To Field Marshal His Royal High­
ness Prince Arthur William Patrie! 
Albert, Duke of Connaught and Strat- 
heam. Bar! of Sussex (in the peerage 
Of the United Kingdom). Prince of the 
United Kingdom of Gréât Britain an^ 
Ireland, Duke of Saxony, Prince of 
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. K.G.. K*T.j 
K.P., PC.. G.C.B.. G.C.8.L. G.C.M.G.. 
G.C.I.E., G.C.V.O.. personal A.D.C. to 
His Majesty the King, Governor-Gen­
eral and Commander-In-Chief of the 
Dominion of Canada:
May it Please Your Royal Highness,—

pW , .'Jcourse of having the; 
binding of the statutes 
House met and, of course, beror 
bill to validate the revision had t 
presented. An edition c‘ it:, 
and of the bulky three- volume
. vision has left the gw * —
and the attorney-gen 
force the bill througt 
hurry, have It given 
and give the province next wee* » revision of-the statute law of British 

I Columbia which the House has to take 

on faith.* The serious consideration in the 
present case Is that on the1 attorney- 
general’s own statement to the legis- 

j lature to-day the revisors went far be­
yond the duties of revisors and con­
solidators and, with his permission, ar­rogated to themselves the functions of | 
the legislature. Several changes have I 
been made wljkm alter the law—per- | 
''«Mis^noTltr^y essential feature—but}

* etng given any ]
i aaetiuniv . WÊÊ investigate ;
,whether the alterations are as tono- ; 
j cent as tbe attorney-general would ; 
'have them believe. By his own con­
fession to the House, Mr. Bowser Is no 
more acquainted. with them than the 
rest of tfte members aye, but he Is ap- i 
iparently ready to take a long chancel 
pn these being Innocuous.7 The opposition members insisted in 
vain on the commonsease principle 
*H.t before thp House makes the re- 

Hjjgl^ officers of 
rid certify 
statutes as

of three Jkous- \

rirJ
h the Hou» In »
, the- royej *"«nt

members

We, the Speaker and members of the 
legislative assembly- of -the province ;of 
British Columbia, in parliament as­
sembled, loyally present to your Royal 
Highness and to her Royal Highness 
the Duchess of Connaught, our heart­
felt congratulations upon your hafe ar­
rival In the Dominion of Canada.

The honor conferred upon the Do­
minion of Canada by the presence of a 
near relative of his Majesty the Kipg 
affords us a deeper gratification than 
can be expressed in words, and ,1s 
highly significant of ttto Majepty’s 
sire to emphasize the unity of the Em­
pire.

We trust that your, administration 
of public, affairs will be as pleasurable 
to your Royal Highness as It will be 

{beneficial to the people of this great 
Dominion; and should your Royal 
Highness, with your Illustrious consort, 
favor the province of British Columbia 
*-ith a visit, a warm and loyal welcome 
wm be extended to you. I

îo**e
revised, «*re should *- checking ot

ot the col-made. One

ÏÏ- LS"*.,
: adopted I» the I 
1 advisee enf |
. latlve chai 
sinner*, ct 
tor the Hi 
afternoon.
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1 _**• *'■ Brew«ter remarked that there 
was no questto” aa to the absolute ne- 
cese!ty for a revision and consolidation 

But when It was de- 
ctded two years ago to have a revui™, 
wou,dTht/hat a dlfrerent Procedure
o lhat at tHe "eM|on
dLe?1 Houae wou,d *>»▼<> had a

r , T''”IOn' and that a com-°f, )ud*M might have gone 
through It and certified Its accuracy.

did not wish to be considered as 
thinking the commissioners were not 
right In all they had done, but with1' 
f“ch u ,îremendoU8 body of matter as 
they had to go through it would be no 
wonder if some errors crept In. In 
harmonising acts it would be an easy 
matter Coy the real object of the legls- 
iature tti be overlooked, or the opinion 
of the two revisers might not coincide 
®**C*JL'W1 the ideas of the leglslat- ;

Th® Vocpdure adopted was pe-j cullar and amounted to the legislature ‘ 
handing over Its work to these two 
gentlemen. It appeared to him that 
they might as well abandon the entire session and put the whole work of'BS 
legislation In the hands of Messrs. 
Wilson and Luxton.

Hon. A. E. McPhillips admitted that 
the consideration of the revision pre­
sented a huge task for the House and. 
he trusted that the commissioners had 
not transcended the powers given 
them. It would have been impossible 
to have the work checked by judges 
however* as the act of 1910 enacted that 
no judge should be a commissioner. L 
The president of the council stated that 
the first he had heard of the commis­
sioners trespassing on the legislative 
functions In their work was from the 
attorney-general's statement. If there 
was anything in the nature of an or­
ganic change It would be far-reaching 
In Its effect and the House would have 
to proceed with care In making this 
revision the statute law of the prov­
ince. But he saw no difficulty in ac­
complishing the work In the way the 
attorney-general suggested though he 
aid not Ifhow whether It could be done 
m the time his colleague mentioned. If 
In going over the revision with greater 
haste than they should, owing to the 
Urgency of the case, they made any 
mistake or any had- been made by the 
revisors It could be repealed or cor­
rected before the end of. the session.

Mr. Brewster.—“Provided, of course, 
that it is discovered before the House 
prorogues?" . v

Mr. McPhillips—“Certainly."
Mr. Brewster—“But If we make an 

error or pass an error that Is not dls- 
™ner»!? 45€f0,re the House rises that . 
will be the law of the province until 
we can meet again to amend the law 
and correct the error?"

Mr. McPhillips—“That Is ao.n 
The leader of the opposition, who had 

asked his questions with the consent1 
which the to resident of the council Is 
always ready courteously to give, was 
stopped by the speaker when he put 
“n°th*r ^ery. This was to the effect 
that the Jdb being too big for any two 
men would It not be wise to have a 
check on their work. The speaker 
thought that the minister would not 

I care to answer that.
Mr. Brewster pointed out that he had 

received the consent of the president 
of the council to ask him some jup»- ! ' 
dons, and the. last was .one he desired] 
to. buve that gentleman’s çplnloA on * 
as being a member of the profession 
whtjifti had to do more than any other 
people with the statutes. However, 
his honor disallowed the question.

Parker Williams objected to legaliz­
ing unknown documents, as this re-7 
vision appeared to be. Even the at­
torney-general had had to confess that 
he was not familiar 'with the changes ■ made although he admitted that some) 
of these changes amounted to actual 
legislative alteration of the statutes.
It the attorney-general's proposal was 
carried out the House would vote for 
something the members could not make 
any pretence of mastering.

Mr. Bowser made no attempt to an­
swer the objections raised, even by hie 
colleague, and the second reading car­
ried. The bill will be taken up in com­
mittee probably on Tuesday, though It 
may come up on Monday. So far as 
known now Mr. Brewster's resolution 
on the navy !e to come up for discus­
sion on Monday.

liai

J The attorney-general, In moving the 
second reading of the bill, said that 
there was no fixed rule In this prov­
ince as to the length of time between 
revisions of the statutes, but it was 
generally ten years, as In the Domln-j 

. Ion and the other provinces. The fli 
revision here had been fiCllFa and 
'not been so much a revfslon^à a com­
pilation of the laws/-thénln force. 
Another attempt wipg made in 1877, 
which was consolidation, pure and 
simple. In 1888 a more effective at­
tempt at revision was made, when 
commissioners were appointed. This 
was not so great a work as in 1897, 
when the revision which has been In 
force ever since was made by the late 

! Chief Justice Davie. He got together 
not only the provincial statutes but 
also the English acts which he con­
sidered were in force under the pro­
clamation of Sir James Douglas. The 
revision of 1897, being out of print and 
so large a body of statutes having 
been enacted since, the government 
considered it necessary to have a re­
vision and under the act ef 1910 this 
work was entrusted to Charles Wilçon,
K. C., Vancouver, and A. P. Luxton, K. 
C., Victoria. As showing how the 
statutes have grown In size since the 
jfirst revision, the revision of 1871 qpn- 
itained 830 pages, that of 1897 was in 
two volumes and contained 2,280 pages, 
while the new revision was In three 
volumes and contained 3,197 pages.

The commissioners had revised and j 
consolidated the statutes down to De­
cember 31, 1911, and It was the lnten- U 
tlon to have the bill now before the 
Houae given the royal assent next 
week, Wfieh the Revised Statutes of 
British Columbia, 1911, would become 
the law of the province^ and any 
amendments made at the present ses­
sion would be to the revised statutes 
and not to the individual acts. It had 
at first been expected that the work 
would be ready for the House last ses­

sion byt It proved to be so voluminous-j 
that the commissioners had thought It [ 
better to have It stand over. The Vol- 
umes had been printed and handsome­
ly bound in an edition of three thous­
and, or nine thousand volumes In all, 
and the typographical work reflected 
credit on the Klng*^ Printer and hls I 
staff, as did the revision on the com- ] 
miss loners. .

Mr. Bowser said It had been the 
aim of the commissioners to harmon­
ize one act with another and Intro­
duce a, unity of language and terms 
while retaining the sense and Intent 
of the law. In some places the re- 
visors had departed frem the beaten 
path of the revlsor and entered on j 
the duty of legislation, but this was 
with hls consent. When they found it 
was Impossible to harmonize statutes 
without changing the wording of the ! 
acts this had been done, but he had a . 
complete Hat of-these changes and in 
committee he would give these to the 
members.- There was nothing amount­
ing to any drastic. change In the law. 
The attorney-général confessed thst he 
himself was not familiar with what had 
been done but so tar as he had been 
able to judge the revision was W4|I 
done. Such acta as the Administration 
act and the Infants' act, for Instance 
now brought within the compass -of 

lone act the legislation that formerly 
! was spread ‘through several. In the 
Municipal Clauses act the commission­
ers had arranged Its clauses better 
l\ban ever before and thé general pub­
lic would find less trouble in finding 
any sections desired. This sot In 1871 
was contained In a page and a halt.
It spread over 47 pages In the 1888 re­
vision and to-day it covered 188 pages.

In addition to the three volumes Is­
sued the commissioners were at work 
on a fourth, which would contain the 
English considered as in force here,. 
Statutes of a semi-public nature such 
sis the Canadian Northern Pacific In­
corporation act, the acts ratifying the 
agreements with the C. N. JP. .and the 
Kettle River Valley railways, the act 
embodying the agreement with the O. '
T. P. respecting the Prince Rupert 
townslte, the Vancouver incorporation 
act, old *<*■ applicable to NSW West­
minster and Victoria, and a list of all 
private acts -conaf

il# the time., skitf and fl 
the work by the < 
result would i “

ttfrti l
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Questions. j

Mr. Brewster will bn Monday ask the I 
Minister of Lands:

1. Have any person or persons or
' body corporate made application to the ! 
government to acquire any portion of ! 
the lands known as the Songhees In-' 
dlan reserve in the city of Victoria?

IV If so, what persons or bodies cor­
porate have made such application?

8. How much land has been applied [ I 
for In each case?

4. For what purpose was these lands 
required? ” . 4..,J

6. Will the Canadian Northern Pa­
cific Company be entitled to obtain a 
free grant of any of these lands under, 
the provisions of paragraph (d) of 
clause 13 of the schedule to chap. 8, 
1910

Mr. Williams will on Monday ask the 
Minister Of 'Finance:
;L What sum lias been paid the. Col­

onist Printing and Publishing Com­
pany for advertising during each year 
from July 1st, 1901, to March 81st, 1911?

2. What sums has been paid the said 
1 corporation during the same period for 
jail other services?

3. What sum was paid the Colonist
Pointing and Publishing Company for 

1 advertising in the Post during the year 
1910? *

Mr. Williams asked the Minister of 
Finance the following questions:

1- What was the total cost of the 
Hon. the Premier's visit to the Cor­
onation?

2. What was the total cost of the 
Hon- the Attorney-general's visit to the
Coronation?

The Minister of Finance replied as 
follows: 1. «1,000. 1 $3,500.

■

■

'
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AMENDMENTS IN 
THE NEW STATUTES

GOVERNMENT PROPOSE 
SEVERAL THIS SESSION

Attorney-General Also Has Not 
Made Up.His Mind as to Al­

lowing Some Changes. .

Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. S>|
The attorney-general seems to have 

about come to the decision himself that 
the revision of the statutes—despite 
the legal ability of the commissioners 
who had charge of the work—la not a 
subject tor a snap legislative sanction 
In Its present form. It Is quite likely 
that the validating bUl will go through 
according to programme, but the House 
and the country will be treated to the 
entirely unique spectacle of a legisla­
tive body, in one and the same session, 
passing a Mil declaring that the sta­
tutes of the province as enacted up to 
the end of the year 1911 are such-and- 
such and at a later stags passing an­
other bill correcting errors known to 
exist in those very statutes when the 
former Mil making them law, errors 
and all, was given the royal assent.

This is the procedure foreshadowed 
lu remarks made by Mr. Bowser this 
afternoon, when the House was In com­
mittee on the validating MU. Not only 
has the honorable gentleman confessed 
to not having had time to make him­
self acquainted with all the changes 
the commissioners have made in the 
statutes of a legislative character, thus 
going beyond the function of a revising 
and consolidating body, but to-day heu 
admitted that he has not made up his 
mind whether certain changes shall be 
allowed. He thus throws a specific 
doubt on the work of the commission­
ers, which the opposition members have 
net' done, and affords a convincing 
proof of the absurdity of asking the 
House to adopt the three-volume act 
as it stands.

Aq example of the legislative work 
of the commission Is given In the case 
or thé Municipal Clauses Act. By the 
bill which was passed last session 
amending the act in various particulars 
the power possessed by township and 
district municipalities to furnish water 
or sewerage as a local Improvement 
was taken away from them. This was 
one of several amendments which were 
Introduced almost the last day of the 
session by the attorney-general, who 
explained, when taxed with the In­
troduction of Important legislation at a 
time which allowed no opportunity in 
discuss It. that he had beett competie<U 
to do the work of the municipal com-1 
mittee for that body. It has been ex­
plained since that the striking out of 
this power by ■ the- removal of two 
words from the act was a mistake. 
Whatever the cause, one would say 
that the only way the words could be 
restored to the act was* by another 
amendment this session, that Is, by the 
action of the legislature. Instead of 
this the words are found neatly re­
stored in the revised statutes, the com­
missioners having put them in again. 
This very instance was cited by Mr. 
Bowser to-day with approval as a earn- ] 
pie of what the commissioners had done 
In this way.

As a result of the protests of the 
two branches of the opposition the at­
torney-general has promised to fur­
nish members with the 
the

ter£
l the i
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Parker Williams to-day secured some 
interesting figures as to what one 
newspaper supporter of the government 
has received In the last ten years from 
the puMlc treasury. The answer 
wçrka out the tidy sum of 88.408 an­
nually. Mr. Williams' questions were:

’L What sum has been paid the Col­
onist Printing & Publishing Company 
tof advertising during each yfer from 
July 1st, 1991, to March Mat. 1911d t

"3. What sum has. been paid the said 
corporation during the same period for 
all other services?

“3. VTh&t sum was paid the Colonist i 
Printing À Publishing Company for
--.i-t-— 1— tk. D.x—► JnWna> >ha rao.adrariMm In the Poet during the year

Hon Price Ellleon gey. the flguree I

™* roroee to » total of 
for the period in question.

The premier Introduced by way of 
"««««from HI, Honor the Lieuten­
ant-Governor a Mil ratifying ln agree­ment between Hla Majeety, in ?,ht 

of th, province of British Columbia 
nd the city of Prince Rupert the 

Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Com,
Stonnfem n' 0nUld Tn“k «'•dfle De-
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îuT'L wm'Z'"!!1'*' m ,he r"1«d ata.
cüa£ Wllllaœ <«*«»a) in th.

The attorney-general said it aftsï^ëm
riaton îoT* m crttlcl8m ot this re-

-utdaX^n^. s,™

ond<k?*îhu h1*1" be matter opinion.

'» introduce many S.'T'10 ,">« ""talon thta jJ'r 

«y^Hbecame la». A ne, feature m

atS^ilf-ÜF-^"1»8* •» the la, the

arbltmu« t^.m‘",lr ,*0hnlc»1 « to

tomerw.„T».Uj!!f *** «he at- 
<n adî2^51.îM j!01 **r* ,h« Home 

’ memoranduFf “"t*"*». whatever

Œ*£.^t‘^h*'^etlonW“

feSr"desired dny turthL ÏÎÎ *** ,f m*rab»ra

council. 10 the governor-ln-

-tiling to do ihiT Î, they were 
the HoZ fmo ÏT. J' d^rM ,6
-•* nothin* heh,a^t^i<l*,I,Ct.*n4 ‘he"
As an Instance 10 k«P buk.
mentioned the case nt^y*** ma<le ht 
tnat session from * ”,r1kln* oul
Act of water £,d L nlCl|,al Ch*"— 
-ork. which a from thr
dertake on th* £,??,£* ' C°aUt •“*^ w^'^rra‘x,•^rodTh. '

trc,Browi"’ol:d*une the •*««
"•ye a mlstit7w«I^îa50,i; e*m,eman 

* méaïrinrT ^îe"lade by the House 
««to»- Had th. commlaaioii

Morte H
Hon. Mr. Bow

words?"
mistake by re-

why I bring this act down
"No, and that la

the tchnla rovi.io,,
change, ta the taw." '

(that
that

■■36w,



■. Brewster emphasized his position 
.be took no exception to the ability 

ihe work of the commissioners, but 
procedure adopted In a preceding? 
lion was that before the validating I 
was passed copies of the statutes j 
been sent out to eminent lawyers 

_ members of the legislature so that 
ty possible jgrrors might be detected. 
The attorney-general did not think 

this would be of any value and stated.; 
that in the case of the last revision noi 
complaints had been received from the 
Bar during the months they had the 
draft copies. It would be an endless 

tk if the House was to sit there as 
•ùrt of appeal from the two years'! 
rk of the commission.

Mr. Bowser then went on to point out; 
nges made in various acts and the 

iy and wherefore of the changes, the 
.6 including the Administration Act, 

Arbitration Act, the Attachment 
if Debts Act (where the property-of 
rms is made attachable), Clubs’ Reg-. 

Ulatlon Act (the definition of “liquor’’^ 
being made the same as in the Liquor 

Distress Act, Supreme Court Act, 
wâys Act, Infants' Act, Insane, 
urns' Act, and Marine Insurance ;

Etat
ime Other changes Mr. Bowser said 

bej?ideslred to get further information 
as to the opinion of the commis­

sioners. Before the bill came up again; 
he promised, he would furnish the 

abors with the memo he had reoeiy- 
rom the commissioners.

VICTORIA, B. C., WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 1912

SWEEPING CLAIM OF THE 
MINISTER OF LANDS

On SSecondBeadi)
ill He Attrib

ng of Forestry

■
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Bill He Attributes Good 
—Fortune to One Policy,

Legislative Press Gallery, 
January 23.

The Attorney-General fulfilled his 
promise to furnish the members with 
the memorandum which the commis­
sioners for the revision of the statutes 
submitted with their report, and copies 
of the document were found on the 
desks this afternoon when the House 
met. As the day had been set apart 
tor another member of the executive 
to make a speech on one of the im­
portant bills of the session, a little 
more time is available for the study of 
the effect of the commissioners’ essay 
in legislative work.

Jmmedlately after the reading of! 
prayers by " the Dean of Columbia the 
Premier moved that the -House proceed j 
to the orders of .the . day, and Hon. W. |j
R. Ross, Minister of Lands, rose to 
move the second reading of the For­
ests' Act, the somewhat unwieldy full 
title of which is "An Act respecting 
Forests and Crown Timber Lands, and 
the Conservation and Preservation of 
Standing Timber, and the Regulation 
of Commerce in Timber and Products 
of the Forest" . - - , - / - - j

In-view* of the Importance of the oc­
casion the minister had committed his 
speech to*wrlttng in the main, and read 
it from hie manuscript * He began 
with a history of government dealings 
with the timber of the province, the 

j beginning of which he placed In 1888, j 
I on to the adoption of the present1 
; policy by the McBride government in 
1906. Mr. Ross waxed enthusiastic 

lover the results of this policy, at- 
i tributlng to it every scrap of good for- j 
jtune the province has had since. His 
speech at this point'becartle a cam­
paign address, pure and simple, and 
drew a protest from Parker Williams, 
and an intimation that the membefs 

I on the opposition side would claim 
the right to travel as far afield as the 

'minister was doing.
" From this the minister went on to 
discuss the details of the measure, and 
explained what the scope of the work 
of the proposed forestry branch will' 
be. The minister announced to the 
House the appointment, ad a consult­
ing forester, of a man who has been 
trained under Gifford Pinchot in the 
United States forestry service.

Hon. W. R. Ross.
Mr. Ross, moving the second read­

ing. began with a short resume of the 
"history of the province’s dealing with 
its forests, with a view, he said, to 
enable the House to appreciate why 
the present timber policy was adopted, 
why it bad been found that no im­
provement could be made in It} why 
the Timber and Forestry Commission 
arrived at practically the same con 
elusion, arid why the administration of 
the day hid decided to adhere as 

! closely as possible to that policy.
The public reeor.de did not show that 

any value had been placed on the tim­
ber resources of the province before 
1888. The timber was considered as a 
beautiful and necessary accessory of 
the surrounding scenery, and grants 
of public lands carried the ownership 
of the timber with them. The CVP.R. 

- coming in, lumber began to be valu­
able. the government put a royalty of 
50 cents a thousand on timber cut, 

hich remained to this day, and tlm- 
igan to be sold. Other 

_ alienated by grants
railways, now* aided by guarantee. 
”----- * jfcnd another form of

alienation 'was the giving of cutting' 
rights. In 1895 the existence of thé 
investor was recognized and timber- 
leases w*ere granted to non-operators, 
but the encouragement of the Industry 
wati kept steadily in view by the grant­
ing of leases to operators at a -lower 
rate than to non-operators. In 1896 
the sale oT timber lands was stopped 
for ever, the Legislature adopting the 
principle of state ownership of the 
forest Thé government -of to-dàÿ 
recognized, he said, that the principle 
of public ownership applied peculiarly 
to timbefx'-^epgpÉieie 

The last phasq of that era of timber 
leasing was In 1903-4, when rentals 
weté raised to 26 cents an atire. This 
date marked the advent to power of 
the McBride government, and in 1906, 
after careful study of the problem, It 
was decided to extend the tenure of 
leases. This was “a stroke of trup- 
genius, a bold and statesmanlike policy .1 
attempted by no other country," which 
w*as due to a government that had 
nailed its colors to the mast, to states­
men who “could see the results of a 
policy far down the future years."

The minister reviewed the financial { 
conditions prevailing in 1908 and later j - 
and said the government had decided 
to obtain the revenue that was needed 
from the province’s natural resources, 
but not at the sacrifice or throwing 
away of these resources. The revenue 
[from the forests, which was 1455,000

tor the year 19Ô5, jumpedto $2,- 
T88.000 in 1608. In the seven years 
from 1904 the revenue from the forests 
had amounted to the sum of thirteen 
million dollars. Mr. Ross went on to 
claim that as a result of the adoption 
if the present timber policy In 1905 
population had flowed In, the revenue 
find Increased, the government had 
been enabled to survey thousands of 
acres of agricultural lands, workmen 
got increased wages, the farmers re­
ceived higher prices, British Columbia 
had become a fruit-growing province 
and the cities hàd grown, Victoria and 
Vancouver, for instance.

Parker Williams rose to point out, 
that the hon. gentleman was really 
making a campaign speech, a glorifica­
tion of past acts of the government.
If this was to be aUowed the opposi­
tion would claim an equal right to 
wander all oyer the lot.

The Speaker, however, thought that 
the minister was merely showing the 
effect of legislation of that kind upon 
the country, and allowed him to go on.

■He is dealing with the very satis­
factory results he considers have fol­
lowed since this policy was adopted," 
continued Mr. Williams. "He is not 
dealing with any previous forest policy 
at all. If he is to go ahead It is on the 
understanding that we are at liberty ; 
to rehearse all the past history of the _ 
government policies."

Continuing, Mr. Ross was under­
stood to argue that the government 
had adopted its forest policy to bring 
about the effects which it is claimed 
hâve followed its adoption, and that 
one of the outcomes of the policy was 
the McBride railway policy.

I must really object again." said 
Mr. Williams. "The railway policy of 
the government has nothing to do with 
this."

He lr connecting up the two," the 
Speaker ruled, and allowed the minis­
ter to continue:

Mr. Ross, before taking up the bill, 
announced to the House the appoint­
ment of Mr. Price as consulting for­
ester for British Columbia, on the 
recommendation of Gifford Pinchot, 
who had promised Mr. Price to give 
the work his oversight and hoped to 
lie here this summer in the interests of 
forest organization and conservation. 
The minister expressed obligations to 
Gifford Pinchot, tp H. C. Graves, chief 
forester of the United Stipes, and the 
Dominion officials. The proposals of 
the bill, as summed up in these col­
umns a few days ago, were outlined by 
the ministers—sale of licenses, ren­
tals, royalties, pulp-wood licenses, fire-, 
fighting, etc? He said the suggestion 
of the forestry commission as to the 
release from reserve of timber lan 
suitable for agricultural 
would be attended to by the gove 
ment. Thanks were expressed to i 
commissioners—F. J. Fulton, K.C..
V. Flumerfelt and A. S. Goodeve. M.P. 

for their painstaking and useful pre- 
intatlon of the forest problems that 

confronted British



EXCELLENT SPEECH IS 
MADE BY H. C. BREWSTER

Reasons for British Columbia 
Demanding a Fleet Unit on 

the Pacific,

Legislative Press Gallery, 
January 1*.

A discussion on the need for the es­
tablishment of a fleet unit on the Pa­
cifie and of a naval base on this coast 
was Initiated In the House this after­
noon by the leader of the opposition.

The speech made by Mr. Brewster 
on this occasion heightens his reputa­
tion as a speaker and as a forceful and 
thoughtful legislator. In matter and 
manner his speech to-day was all that 
could be desired, and Its tone was ad­
mirable. He approached the subject 
simply as a British Columbian—poli­
tics, he inferred rather - than said, 
should be kept out of the discussion 
of the question of defence*—and re­
minded the House of the reasons which 
make It imperative that protection 
shall be given to this coast without 
delay.

The awakening of China and Japan 
were alluded to and the dangers which 
a war between Great Britain and, say, 
Germany, might involve Canada In. He 
disclaimed any right on the part of the 
House to dictate as to the details of 
the fleet or the naval base, but insisted 
on the right and the duty of the Legis­
lature urging upon the government 
which is charged with the provisions 
of defences the need for such naval 
defences as will protect this coast and 
the shipping which will soon dot the 
Pacific.

The Premier was evidently not ready 
to state the position of the government 
on the question, and he took advantage 
of a highly technical, and, as it turned 
out, not well-founded, objection as to 
the notice given to adjourn the debate 
to a later day.

Mr. Brewster, in moving his resolu­
tion, spoke as follows:

It Is not my Intention, Mr. Speaker, 
In any way to criticise, nor yet to com- ; 
ment on, the actions of any past gov- ’ 
eminent or political party, nor of any

:

la Canada. It la my Intention
to bring thin matter before the Legis­
lature of British Columbia purely in 
such a manner as to point out to the 
Dominion authorities the necessity, as 
viewed from the standpoint of British 
Columbians, of Immediate action being

ff. Ross stated that tiiel
_J endeavored to frame]

an act which would adequately meet 
all requirements, free from sentimen- ; 
tal extravagance and taking into con­
sideration alt the risks the lumberman 
ran. The cuise of over-production, the 
“dumping’1 fjt American lumber and! 
other troublés he considered were of ai 

:1 transitory nature and might be de-1 
: • scribed as but the growing pains of a* 
i '■ sound and healthy industry. The mtn- 

ister closed with a special appeal to 
, his fellow-members to range them- 
. selves alongside the forestry officials 
In the enforcement of the act and to 

" do all they cduld to educate public 
opinion in the respective districts on 
the subject of prevention of fires.

H. C. Brewster moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate until Thursday 
afternoon, and the proceedings of the 
day closed.

LX*."/--
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I would not, either, have the resolu­
tion considered In any sense ft one 
which should confine the government 
of Canada to a certain line of action or 

| the carrying out of any particular de­
tail». It I» unnecessary to say that we 
have not on the floor of this House any 
naval experts and even It we had It 
would not be for them4o lay down any 
policy which eny government should 
be asked to carry out.

The object Is simply. In the terms 
of the resolution before the House, to 
emphasise that in the opinion of this 
House some action should be taken at 
an early date owing to 
which are becoming ' more 
apparent on this coast We are the 
Pacific coast province of the Domin­
ion, and from a naval standpoint It Is 

that we hold the
i any

As representatives of the Pacific 
ooaat province It Is our duty to con­
sider this matter and to urge upon the 
Dominion government the necessity of 
maintaining the line of defences along 
this coast which we think very neces­
sary. We have a mighty coast line, 
stretching from Puget Sound to Al­
aska, Indented with many largo sounds 
and Inlets. These sounds and Inlets 
are, In my opinion, more of a menace 
and a danger than a benefit In the> 
matter of defence should at any time ! 
we find war declared on the Mother

Country of we he attacked by any 
power, U the enemy might decide to 
use any of these Inlets as a base of 
operations. At the present time, with­
out » fleet on the Pacific, we would be 
practically unable to exercise any re­
straint against their occupation of 
these sounds or Indentations 

It Is only arise that we should look 
at conditions as they exist at the pre­
sent time to see whether or not there 
Is any danger or any necessity for 
creating a naval base on this coast and 
placing a fleet on the Pacific. I think, 
Mr. Speaker, that one has but to look 
at the awakening In China to-day to 
see a condition which may at no very 
distant date prove one of menace to 
this portion of the world. I would point 
out that In the construction of a navy, 
a considerable period of time muet 
elapse, that even In the passage of a 
navy from one ocean to another a con­
siderable time elapses, and that this 
movement in China, with the awaken­
ing of Its multitudes of peoples. Its 
hordes of the unelvlUped who are 
arousing from a lethargy of centuries 
and throwing off the bonds of tra­
ditions, Is liable at any time to con­
front us with a giant of such propor­
tions ss to shock us Into a realisation 
of our failure to do our duty If we do 
not now prepare for the contingency 
of war.

It Is undeniable that when an Orlen- 
tal nation throws off Its shackles and ! 
takes Its plsoe among the etvIUsed na­
tions, one of the first things It does Is 
to establish an army and navy. Ad­
miral Togo was quoted as using In a 
speech In the United States a remark 
that I thought was quite apt and 
timely. He said: "Tor many centuries 
we have enjoyed the benefits of the 
arts and science#, and showed our abil­
ity to compete with the world along 
lines usually considered peaceful, but 
during those centuries we were con­
sidered as s heathen land. But when 
occasion arose that we had to go to 
ear, and we showed that we could kill 
ae many as any other nation, we . 
proved to the world that we were civi­
lised. "

We have, therefore, to the awaken­
ing of these nations a menses created 
by the establishment of armies and na- I 
vies, and when these «re built up we 
would be foolish Indeed If we neglected 
our defences. Japan has tasted blood. 
True, she Is an ally of Britain to-day, 
but what the future may bring about 
no one knows. Those who road of the 
Internal turmoil can see that the na­
tion Is held In leash by strong men, but 
these may be removed by .death or 
revolution any day. These two nations 
are looking for fields for their millions 
and no field so appeals to the Orlen-’ 
tal, or tor that matter to any race as 
does Canada. There again It behfiPTv 
us, tnasfsr as our power goes, te, 
recommend some action, the details of 
which should be left to experts and 
should not be dleeuseed among those 
who are not able to give an Intelli­
gent opinion on them.

In another country we have condi­
tions which are a menace to the peace 
of the world. From prominent men of 
the party which predominates to this 
House In the Old Land, and I believe 
to that party In Canada, we learn that 
so far as Germany Is concerned there 
lq always 
war. I do not 
the view-

present th 
not think. I

quentiy wars are fomen 
the purpose of detract j 

1 frojn hopie difficulties.
J has been precipitated tha 
1 have occurred but for inti 
I that the government dei 
1 the attention of their owia 

J With this in view and) 
8 thought which we cannot 
1 which the Minister of !
I quentiy stated yeeterdil 
1 benefits to this provln, 
1 opening of the Panam 
1 fits not only to our tii.,
1 our resources, we have 
J terest of protecting the 
I business which we mm 
I to expect We are told 
I so. that the opening 

waterway will immense 
shipping of the Pacific 
time to prepare such a | 
protect this shipping «

I fortunately break out 
I Britain would be invo , 

protection of this trade]]
1 ia move so early that 1

for it and that time. 
Speaker, is now. Mu 
qulred to get a fleet i 
sooner we start the 
have the satisfaction < 
clflc protected as we 
sary.

While we 
among ourselves as to 
tlon of our affairs we 
gether in the matter of 
endeavored to elii 
reference in present! 
to the House, my solei 
we, as représentât! 
province of the Domli 
to Impress upon the i 
Dominion the urgent 
augumtion of such a i 
tect that coast, not < 
esta of the province b 
Ion and of the Empli 
do more for the i 
tween Britain and ( 
matter generally, 
of support by f 
considered the beet 
upon by those best 1

I hope to see this l 
and to have re-ei 
coast what we all dei 
base, so that we 
and loyal, will be 

j do that which we i 
. Parker Williams 
liution as a* matter 
it before the House.

Premier McBride 
him there was i 
the orders of the - 

* resolution should ha 
votes and proceedli 
and then it would 
up to-morrow. He 
thr adjournment of 

The Speaker said 
was out of order, 1 
attention to it, he 

^member to go on.
It looked as if _

J tion on some 
[ of the House 
[ papers to see if he 

mistake, especially 
Alberal stated that 
sary two day»’ \ 
as altered. A i 
one had made any_| 
lice appeared on : 
proceeding» to be 1



4

quentiy ware are fomented solely for 
the purpose of detracting attention 
fropi home difficulties. Many a war 

I has been precipitated that never would 
1 have occurred but for Internal troubles 
that the government desired to draw 
the attention of their own people from.

With this In view and with another 
thought which we cannot overlook, and

I
 which the Minister of Lande so elo­
quently stated yesterday, aa to the 
benefits to this province from the 
opening of the Panama Canal, bene­
fits not only to our timber but to all 
our resources, we have the added in­
terest of protecting the great shipping 
business which we must be prepared 
to expect We are told, and correctly 
so. that the opening of that great 
waterway will Immensely Increase the 
shipping of the Pacific. Now is the 
time to prepare such a fleet unit as to 
protect this shipping should war un­
fortunately break out In which Great 
Britain would be involved. For the 
protection of this trade we must make 

\x move so early that we will be ready

for It. and that time, I submit, Mr. 
Speaker, Is now. Much time Is re­
quired to get a fleet prepared, and the 
sooner we start the sooner we wUl 
have the satisfaction of seeing the Pa­
cific protected as we know is neces-

Whlle we Canadians may quarrel 
among ourselves as to the administra­
tion of our affairs we must stand to­
gether In the matter of defence. I have 
endeavored to eliminate all political 
reference In presenting this resolution 
to the-House, my sole Idea being that 
we, as representatives of the coast 

j province of the Dominion, have a duty 
to impress upon the government of the 
Dominion the urgent need for the ln-■ Dominion the urgent need for

■ auguratlon of such a navy as will pro­
tect that coast, not only In the Inter­
ests of the province hut of the Domin­
ion and of the Empire. Nothing would 
do more for the promotion of peace be­
tween Britain and Germany, or for that 
matter generally, than generous offers 
of support by Canada In what may. be 
considered the beet methods decided 
upon by those best fitted to Judge.

I hope to see this resolution carried, 
and to have re-established on this 
coast what we all desire to see, a naval 
base, so that we as Canadians, true 
and loyal, will be in proper shape to 
do that whlph we should do.

Parker Williams seconded thjp reso­
lution as a* matter of courtesy to get 
It before the House.

Premier McBride said It seemed to 
him there was something wrong with 
the orders of the day. Notice -of this 
resolution should have appeared in the 
votes and proceedings of yesterday, 
and then It would have properly come 
up to-mon*Qw. He, therefore, moved 
the- adjournment of the debate.

The Speaker said that he thought It 
was out of order, but as no one called 
attention to it, he allowed the hon. 
member to go on.

It looked as if there was a reflec­
tion on some of tidal, and the Clerk 
of the House hastily turned up his 
papers to see If he could have made a 
mistake, especially as the member for 
Alberal stated that he gave the neces­
sary two days' notice of the resolution 
as altered. A search proved that no 
one had made any mistake, as the no­
tice appeared on Monday’s votes and 
proceedings to be moved to-day.

REVISED STATUTES 
161 DISCUSSED

THE ENGLISH CRIMINAL
LAW IN FORCE HERE

anges Made by the Commis­
sioners in the Laws are 

Criticised.

Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. 24.
The revised statutes were again un­

der review this afternoon, when thej 
attorney-general continued his ex­
planation of the changes which the 
commissioners have made in them of a 
legislative character. The criticism of 
[the alterations was carried on entirely 
iby H. C. Brewster and Parker Wil­
liams. Apart from the chairman the 
lonty others who showed any Interest 
in the proceedings were F. Carter-Cot­
ton and Ernest Miller. The former ai­
rways follows what goes on In the 
House closely, although he seldom 

i takes part In the discussion, and Mr. 
Miller is interested as a member of 
the legal profession.

On going into committee with Wm. 
Munson (Skeena) in the chair, changes 
in the Municipal Clauses Act were ^ 
taken up, one of these being the restor­
ation to section 249 of the old act of 
“water and sewerage," struck out of 
the act by “mistake" last session.

Parker Williams contended that- the 
ihttorney-general, judging from his 
[comments the other day, had more In­
formation about the changes than was 
contained in the memorandum sup­
plied to members. This was not fair 
to the House.

Mr. Bowse?, somewhat good-humor­
edly, asked what the opposition want­
ed. First he assayed to explain the 
changes himself, but the opposition de­
mande* the commissioners' memor­
andum. Now that they had this they 
found fault with him for haying told 
las much In the-flrst place. As a matter 
of fact the House had as much Infor­
mation from the commissioners now 
as he had, but his copy of the memor­
andum contained his own side-notes 
and comments, from which he had 

j spoken on Monday.
Mr. Williams held that the commis­

sioners, once they were sworn, were 
public servants, instead of which they 
seemed to be looked upon as a sub­
sidiary committee to the attorneÿ- 

neral or something akin to that.
; The attorney-general replied that all 
i-his cards were on the table; he had 
nothing to hide or hold back. If he had 

he- might have glvèd the HOuBe jhudh 
lçss Information than he had on Mon- 

jday. Hé might have brought down 
the- three volumes and let it go at 

1 that. • As for being consulted by the 
commissioners, they had as much right 
aa anyone else to consult him.

Mr. Brewster and Mr. Williams 
pressed the point that the Hquse had 
not got all the Information there was 
to get.

“How would It be if we discuss the 
merits of the changés?” asked Mr.
; Bowser, qmlllng. „ ; ,,
( “I am always wiiling to submit to 
[the will of the majority, seeing I can- 
! not do anything else,'' Mr. Williams 
answered.

Coming to the Land Act the at- 
• torney-gejieral explained a change In 
; section 159. This section was originally 
Ipassed to enable the department of 
lands t5 refuse to recognise transfers 
of pre-emptions until the crown grants 
were Issued. In practice the depart­
ment refused to recognise transfers of 
other hereditaments until the particu-. 
lar title In each case was completed, 
and the commissioners had adapted 
the section to give legislative effect to 
the departmental practice.

r. WlHIams sold that for once he 
able to endorse what the commis- 

had done, so far as the intent 
section was concerned.. if 

change was made while the attor- 
U was In England, he added 
province would wish he had

Mr Brewster asked If this sedtfdn 
ould prevent a man who was aban- 

loning a pre-emption on which he had * 
greeted Improvements selling the ini-! 
movements to the pre-emptor who suc­
ceeded him.

Mr. Çowser replied that aa It waa 
drawn he thought the section Would 
ihave that effect. That was where the 
danger of the section came In 

Mr. Williams asked to whom the 
crown grant was issued in the cases I 
where the application was filed by
attorney h°ldlng a Power-of.

, Mr. Bowser said ■ the department 
never recognized assignees, but Issued 
the crown grant to the original locator. 
Powers-of-attorney the department 
knew nothing about, 
in?^ Williams—Where do they come

Mr. Bowser—If a man holds a power 
,of attorney, then when it comes to 
registering the gfrant In the land regis­
try office he can have it transferred 
from the original locator to some one 
else.

The attorney-general Intimated that 
later on he would introduce a new sec­
tion to take the place of the section 
as left In the revised statutes.

A new section Is added to the Pawn­
brokers’ Act, providing for compensa­
tion in such a case as. for Instance, 
where a man might inadvertently 
leax'e a watch In a coat which he was 
.pawning and subsequently, on redeem­
ing the garment, found the watch 
missing.

j In the Schools Act the trouble be­
tween the school board and the city 
■council in Nelson is reflected by the 
substitution of the word “shall” for 
.“may" in the section dealing with the 
providing of funds by the council for 
the board. This makes it compulsory 
ifor the council to strike a rate up to 
five mills for school purposes to meet 
whatever demands the board makes, 
and it this is Insufficient to provide 
the amount required the council must 
supply the balance out of general 
'revenue.

Mr. Brewster pointed out that this

placed the school boards in a position 
where they dictated to the municipal
council».

The attorney-general said this would 
only apply to monies necessary for or­
dinary maintenance. , Extraordinary 
expenditures could not be made until 
a bylaw had been submitted to the 
people, and after all the trustees were 
elected by and answerable to the peo­
ple.

In the Water Act the commission­
ers have, tried their hand at framing 
penalties. Obstruction of water 
courses was only punishable by a fine, 
but the commissioners thought that àn 
alternative should be provided In case 
of- non-payment of the fine and made 
jit tWo months In gaol.

In the Workmens' Compensation Act j 
power is added by the commissioners 
to enable the making of rules of pro­
cedure by the lieutenant-goVernor-in- 

Icouncll.
The attorney-general announced a 

change which the Commissioners had 
made, the effect of .which Is to make 
applicable in this province the crim- 

jinal law of England except Insofar as 
It may be repugnant to the Dominion 
Criminal Code, He explained that in 
the compilation of 1888, on account of 
the Dominion parliament having 
passed an act which repealed the Eng­
lish criminal law as it affected Canada, 
the section in the British Columbia' 
statutes which declared the English 
titvil and criminal law In effect here- 
was amended by taking out the word 
“criminal.” There had since been a 
judgment which declared that the 
English criminal law, as declared by 
the ordinance of 1867, was in force 
here where not repugnant A.o any act 
passed by the Dopiinlon and therefore 
the qommlssloners had restored the 
word to the statutes. Mr. Bowser 
said the province must see that no 
other Jurisdiction over-rode its so far 
as It had power.

Mr. Brewster asked why, if the deci­
sion referred to decided that the re­
peal of the provision in 1888 was of no- , 
effect, there was any use in nowHe- 

Idaring to be in force what that judg­
ment declared to be in force, the jrèr. 
peal to the contrary notwithsi 

Mr. Bowser replied that it was 
slrable for the province 
rights fully In Its statutes.

Mr. Will lama expre ssed the fe* 
some old English enactment 
had never been repealed might 
day be brought up against labor, as 
had been done In Pennsylvania.

. -,

m

1
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ic committee will resume the con- 
ration of the bill to-morrow.

; Mr. Brewster asked the following 
'tions:!j Ï. Has the government sold anj-j 

{ town lots in District Lot 851; known 
is South Hazel toil?

2. If so. was any intimation given; 
» the purchasers of these lots tliat-{ 

station would be established there 
” the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway !

>mpany?t 3. Has the government received any . ■.} information that the railway comma- j 
sion of Canada has ordered the sta­
tion In question placed on another sec- 

,; tloh. some distance from District Lot 
Vl61?£ 4. If ao. does the government Intend

to refund the moneys paid by pur­
chasers of lots?5. If not, does the, government in­
tend to take any further action in the 
matter?Hon. Mr. Ross, in reply, said: “To 

(1, 2 and 3 the answer is yes. To 4 and 
} 5, if the order of the railway commis­
sion 1s upheld It Is the Intention of 

jthe government to advise alii pur­
chasers of lots in South Hazeiton and 
j to refund the purchase money on ap- 
I plica t ion

SNAPSHOTS FROM " 
THE GALLERY

d

1

The Colonist says that Mr. Ross de­
livered a .masterly, even statesmanlike,, 
address on the timber policy of the 
government. The Colonist could scarce­
ly say anything else considering who, a. 
wrote out the address for Mr. Ross tol l! 
deliver.

llr. Ross says the government timber 
policy has been successful. Which one 
did he refer tof The one of 1908? or of 
1906? or of 1906? or of 1911T or the 

.^present one?
• . •

The Hon. Mr. Ross says the govern­
ment in 1906 adopted a thorough-going, 
policy tha,t the timber of British Co­
lumbia must be manufactured within: 

, the province. He found the policy tit 
section 7, of chap. 30, statutes of 190L 

fas follows: “All timber cut from pro-, 
vineial lands must be manufactured 
within the confines of the province of 
British Columbia, otherwise the tlm- 

’ber so cut may be seized and forfeited] 
to the crown.” Try another bluff, 
William!

:

j Mr. Ross says the forest policy of 
1906 let loose that flood of prosperity 

j that the province has been enjoying 
ever stdee. We have heard of spend-; 
thrifts mortgaging the family estates 
and going on a prolonged spree. Bri­
tish Columbia furnishes the most re4j 
cent Instance of a government follow­
ing a similar course. : . J

• • •
The commissioner of lands states

that the experts will ascertain with 
exactitude what timber there Is within 
the province. He thinks that the tlm-i 
her already alienated by the govern­
ment may, with diligence, possibly be 
surveyed by the year 1918.

* • •
The commissioner of lands states

that in 1896 the sale of timber lands 
was stopped, he hopes forever. When 
will the minister wake up to the fact

Îthat it Is desirable to stop the sale of 
the agricultural lands of the province 
to speculators? I

M According to Mr. Ross, the govern­
ment Introduced a timber policy in 
1901-1904. In 1906 they realized it was 
an extremely bad oné and antiquated, 
and it was abandoned In 1905 and an- 
“ier policy introduced, which Mr. 

Ross claims Inaugurated a new era. 
By the end of 1907 they had mort­
gaged, according to Mr. Ross, nine and 
a half million acres of the choicest 
timber lands of th6 province, and they 

6 > again Introduced a new timber policy 
‘ 1911 saw another policy adopted, that

of making the timber licensee per­
petual; and now we have still another, 

I which marks the 1—1—“ 
ijmgleonlum.

“An epocr.i. sir. Is drawing to a close 
epoe’i of reckless devastation of 

the natu.al resources with which we. 
the people of this province, have been 

by Providence." Mr. Ross’ L 
comment on the past policy of the * 
government of which he is a member, 
reported on page 22, of the Colonist,
January 24, 1912.• es

The hon. attorney-general is now 
busy explaining to the legislature the, 
changes made In the statutes without 
authority by the revising commlsslon- 

. ers, and even he will not stand for 
: some of the changes which have been 
made. During the absence of the 
attorney-general in England, the com­
missioners placed an obstacle in the 
way of acquiring lands by speculators, 
and Mr. Bowser announces that this 
will have to be cut out of the statutes. 
He Is still determined the speculator1 
must have his chance.

NAVAL RESOLUTION.

Fleet Unit oh Pacific and Naval Base 
*Aré Needed.

The resolution which H. €. Brewster 
moved in the Legislature yesterday 
afternoon was in the following terms:

“That whereas Canada and the 
Mother Country are agreed that it is 
right and reasonable that all the part­
ners in the Empire should contribute 
towards the naval defence of that Em­
pire: .

“And whereas the speedy completion! 
of the Panama Canal must enormously ; 
increase the shipping business of this 
coast:“Therefore, be It resolved, that an ' 
humble address be presented to His 

: Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, re- : 
spectfully requesting him to urge upon 
the Dominion government the neces­
sity of taking such immediate steps as 
will lead to the Creation of a Canadian' 
fleet unit in the Pacific and to the ; 
establishment of a naval base on this ; 
coast with such promptitude as to 
make ready for the revolution In eeâ 

j trade Hkeiv to be effected by the can- j 
j pletion of the Panama CanaL" 5
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Wilifâm Manson (Skëena) introduced ; 
a bill to confirm and validate by-law 
of the city of Prince Rupert to provide 
for the construction of a hydro-elec- 
trîç system to supply the City with 
water, electric light and power, to cost 
>550.000.

li. H. Watson (Vancouver) introduced 
a bill to incorporate Ryerson College, , 
an educational institution to be under 
the authority of the General Confer­
ence of the Methodist Church, and 
which is being called after the famous 
o Alar to {â'ü&tiontafL the m? Dr. 
Eger ton Ryerson. The college will be 
empowered to grant degrees in dlWiity.! 

Mr. Brewster has secured answer^ to 
he following questions: xX.
“1. Has the Canadian Northern Com­

pany deposited with the minister maps., 
plans and profiles of their line of rail­
way, as provided by sections 90, 91 and 
92 of .the Railway Act? If so, has the 
minister approved of the location map 
(as per section 90) and sanctioned the 
plans, profiles and book of reference, 
as per. section 92?

“2. What Is the maximum gradient 
and the maximum and minimum of 
curvature, as shown on the plans and 
profiles sanctioned by the minister?”

Hon. Thomas Taylor, minister of rail­
ways, replied In the affirmative to both 
branches of the first question. To the 
second he gave the maximum grade as. 
0.4 per cent on the mainland and 1.59 
per cent an the island. The maximum 
'curvature shown is 10 degrees and the 
minimum 0.30 degrees.

Commenting on a telegraph dispatch 
sent out from Vancouver respecting 
Premier McBride's railway' policies, 
the Winnipeg Tribune makes a few 
caustic remarks. The dispatch said 
that in principle Premier McBride 
favors state owned railways, but add­
ed that representatives of a number’ 
of railway corporations had been in­
terviewing the government of late. It 
concluded with the announcement that 
an election will follow the adjournment 
lot the present session. Here Is what 
I the Tribune says: “Who cares a cuss 
what Premier McBride favors in prin­
ciple? When in power, and with the 
resources and people of the province at 
his back, what does Tie favor in prac­
tice? Some of the most loud-mouthed 
advocates of state-built, state-owned, 
state-operated railways among both 
provincial and federal politicians are 
the worst enemies of public ownership 
in practice. They make professions to 
fool the people, and they practice to 
Please the subsidy-hunters and fran­
chise-grabbers. That is the unvarnish*- 
ed truth. It is about a thousand 
chances to one that Mr. McBride will 
make a deal with one of the existing 
corporations. Of course, elections 
usually, for some very, very strtmge 
reason or other, follow these railway 
deals. The B. C. premier already has 

.'one beautiful railway deal to his 
j credit.” The Tribune has just about hit 
[the nail on the head.
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TIME YESTERDAY
enacting bill goes

THROUGH COMMITTEE

jAttorney-General to Remedy 
Doings of Commissioners 

He Does Not Agree With,

j Legislative Press Gallery,
January 25. 1

Another case arose to-day in which 
the Attorney-General did not agree 
with the commissioners for the revis­
ion of the statutes, and announced his 
Intention of Introducing legislation to 
restore to one act a section which they 
had struck out.

In committee on the validating bill, 
Mr. Bowser said that the commis­
sioners had struck out section 22 of. 
the Inheritance Act, which deals with ! 
a widow's dower and a husband's [ 
tenancy by courtesy In cases of in­
testacy. The section reads: "Noth­
ing in this act contained shall be held 
to Impair or affect the right of a 
widow of an Intestate to her dower 
out of her deceased husband's lands, 
nor the right of a husband to his 
courtesy out of his deceased wife's 
'lands.” He explained that the com­
missioners had done this under the 
misapprehension that the dower bill of| 
last session had passed, and he in­
tended to restore section 22 to the act 
so as to preserve the wife’s right to 
idower and the husband's right to ten­
ancy by courtesy. Section 5 would be 
amended by adding a provision that In 
jthe caçe of an intestate estate the 
widow or huséànd should be entitled to 
one-half of any real estate absolutely if 
ino descendants were left, and to one- 
third for life If descendants were sur­
viving.

This brought up the question of the 
bill to amend the Dower Act which 
vas introduced by the Attomey-Gen 
eral at the close of last session, but 
which there was no time to pass, al­
though the House adopted the prin­
ciple of It by carrying it on second 
[reading after a lively debate. This 
| proposed to greatly Improve the po 
sltion of a wife In respect of her 
idower, removing many restrictions and 
substituting the following for the still 
etistlng section 8, which bare dower 
by a declaration in the husband's will: 
•By his will, a testator shall have no 
power to deprive his widow of dower,

' but a widow may by deed or instru 
ment in writing elect to take any de- 

jV vise or bequest, made to her Jfor her
_i’\. benefit by her husband in his will, in

lieu of all claims to dower."
* ‘ H. C. Brewster suggested that the 

I1 Attorney-General re-introduce his bill, 
eing that Its principle had received 

{the endorsatlon of the House last ses­
sion. but that It had been Introduced • 

so late a period that there was no 
Ability of its passing. ^

| Mr. Bowser thought that In view of 
great difference of opinion mani- 

leted in the debate last year he would 
lly be justified In again introduc- 
the bill. This legislation would 

ke so drastic a change in the law 
at It would not be proper tot him 

attempt to force It through the 
! against.the opinion of so many 

jftbere. He trusted that time would 
ng afibut a change In opinion which 
Hid lead to a better law being en-

Brewster heartily re-echoed the 
that a better law would be en- 
btit thought the Attorney-Gen-

trodueing the bill. There might 
lions adverse to the bill, but 

ion of the Attorney-General 
as good as these. It was cer- 

to be hoped that fee Woglift 
in the bill

Parker Williams, from the Journals) 
of the House, read that on February ( 
28 last the bill was read a second time 
and committed. There was no votej 
given on it, and the House appeared 
on record as In favor of the bill, no 
one having asked to be placed on 
record as opposed to It 

| v The Attorney-General suggested 
that there must have been a viva voce 
vote taken, but that there had been no 
demand for the recording of the 
names. He stated that he would take 
Into consideration the views expressed 
by the leader of the opposition as to 
re-introductlon.

Mr. Brewster and Mr. Williams, 
however, were of opinion that a vote 
had been taken and that the second 
reading wan carried by about two.

The matter dropped there. A defer­
ence to the newspapers of March 1 
last shows that there was a vote taken 
ou the second reading, although it ap­
pears to have slipped out in preparing 
the votes and proceedings of Febru­
ary 28, which was a particularly long 
and busy day. The fact that a division 
was taken, resulting In the passage of 
the motion for second reading by 18 to 
15, is recorded In both papers, and In ^ 
the Times the division list Is given as 
follows: For—McBride, Bowser, Tay­
lor, Masgowan, Mackay, Manson 
(Dewdney), Williams, Hawthornthwatte, 
Brewster, Manson (Skeena), Miller,
Jackson,"Caven, Shaw, McDonald, Man- 
son (Comox), Lucga, 18. Against—El­
lison, McPhilllps, Young, Hayward, 
Parson.^ Shatford, Schofield, Cotton, 
Behnsen. Hunter, Tlsdall, Watson, 
Fraser, Mackensie, Braden, 16. It will 
be apparent from counting the names 
that not only have the officials made 

! the mistake of not recording the divi­
sion at all, but that the Times gallery 

i representative has missed one name, 
j The bill was proceeded with in com- 
mittee, the only change made being the 

j Addition of a new section, 159 of the 
Lands Act, to take the place of the one 
the commissioners so numbered, and 
rending: “No transfer of any survey­
ed or unsurveyed land pre-empted, of 
in respect whereof an 'application to 
purchase or lease the same is applied 
tor under this act, shall be valid until 
after a crown grant or lease of the 
shme. as the «case may be, shttll Have 
been granted.”
"All the old acts of the legislature are 
formally repealed, being replaced by 
the new revision, and the necessary 
provisos are made that this repeal does 
not affect any things done or pending 
under the old statutes nor any mar­
riage or marriage certificate.

Mr. Brewster inquired what stand 
the province took on tpe question of 
marriage laws. - . *

The attorney-general replied that this 
was a large question. According to 
press reports there was to be a submis­
sion to the. Supreme Court of Canada 
of the issue, but this province was not 
interested In it.,. k 1 *

Mr. Brewster—“Does the province ex­
ercise authority as to marriage as a 
right or under a Dominion statute?”

Mr. Bowser—“’We always have~exer- 
Cised It. It is the general opinion 
among members of provincial legisla­
tures that the provinces have the sole 
right to legislate as to marriage. We 
have our own Marriage Act, but appar­
ently In other parts of Canada there Is 
a doupt in the minds of some regarding 
it artd that is what the courts are to be 
asked to decide."

The bill was reported and now stands 
for its final stages, upon which it will 
be given the royal assent and the Re­
vised Statutes of B. C.. 1911. will be the 
law of the land. ■ ' * - 

Before the House adjourned — the 
government not being ready at the 
moment to go on with anything else— 
several bills were Introduced.

Ernest Miller (Grand Forks) intro­
duced two bills for the relief of the mu-; 
nlcfpol corporation of Fernie. being 
validations of certain by-laws. 'M 

For H. B. Thomson, Mr. Mackay In­
troduced the bill promoted by the Vic­
toria Harbor Railway Company. In, 
which It* seeks an extension of time for 
the commencement of its project. This 
would give It until May 15, 1913, to 
“bona fide commence and continuously 
and effectually proceed with the con- 

.structlon of Its railway," and until 
/{May 15, 1914, to '.‘procure the bona fide. 
f j payment up In cash of not less than 16 

| per cent of the authorised share capital 
of the company, and to expend such 15 

cent in, upon and towards the con-per
It to railway
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ASKS INTENTIONS
ON PRICE OF COAL UNO THE MILWAY

VHY IS COMMISSION
NOT YET APPOINTED?

jovernment Supporter From 
Vancouver Persistent on 

the Subject.

HOUSE DISCUSSES BILL
FIXING TAX RATE

Premier on Future of Deep- 
Seas Fisheries—Value of 

Holdings in City,
legislative Press Gallery, January ».

Dr. McGuire (Vancouver) has for 
some sessions kept hammering away 
at the price of coal, and has on two 
or three occasions secured the passage 
of a resolution, that of last session be­
ing in thé following terms:

"Whereas It would appear that the 
cost of coal to the consumer In the 

■ province of British Columbia la out of 
an proportion to the cost of prod ac­
tion ; and

"Whereas, owing to the abundance 
of the coal deposits In this province, 
and the proximity of the sources of, 
supply to the market, the cost of coal 
.to the consumer in B. C. should be 
much less than at present Is the case; i 
and

"Whereas, the excessive price of coal 
in B. C. has the effect of retarding and 
preventing the establishment In this 
province of Industries depending upon 
a fuel supply; and 

“Whereas, much of the product of the 
coal mines of the province Is being ex­
ported to foreign markets and sold at 
a price that enables it to compete with, 
coal from other countries in such 

f foreign markets; and
"Whereas, a belief exists that there 

Is an understanding between the per­
sons or corporations controlling or 
,-wnlng such coal mines to maintain 
the high prices now being charged to 
consumers In this province;

"Therefore, be It resolved, that an 
humble address be presented to his. 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor by this; 
House, praying him to consider the ad­
visability of appointing a royal com­
mission to Inquire Into the following 
questions: ,

"L Whether or not a combine or un­
derstanding exists among the coal pro-i 
durera, or any of them, of this pro­
vince to establish and maintain prices 
charged for coal? j;

“2. Whether or not coal Is being sold 
by producers, or any of them, for con­
sumption outside B. C. for a less price 
than that sold for consumption In the, 
province? ,

"t Whether or not the price charged 
by the producers, or any of them, for 

i voul consumed In B. C. la excessive?
"t. Whether or not the prices charged 

1 by the producers, or any of them, of 
, cqal in B. c. bears a reasonable pro­

portion to the cost of production?*’ 
This resolution was passed by the! 

House without dissent, but Premier 
I McBride made it very plain that the 
I government had no intention of acting 
upon It. instead continuing Its altitude 
of "putting It up to" the Dominion gov-i 
mment

Dr. McGuire now gives notice that 
tie Is going to ask the government 
what action. If any. It has taken "to 
give effect to the resolution passed by 
*'■' House last session regarding the! 

of cost."
' of the premier's remarks lastl 
PS is no doubt what the tenor 
>ly will be.

legislative. PreSs Gallery. January It
Prince Rupert occupied the attention 

of the House to-day almost exclusively* 
i the occasion -being the second reading 
of thy bill to ratify and confirm the 

."agreement fixing the assessment and 
1 rate of municipal taxation payable by 
the company.

The premier .has the bill In charge: 
and he spoke at some length on It, 
beginning by a general reference to the 
development of the north and laying' 
special stress on the probable expan­
sion of the deep-sea fisheries by the 
company with which Sir Geo. Doughty’s 
name ta associated. There le evidently 
one piece of prosperity or prospective 
prosperity for which the land policy 
la not to get the credit. The premier 
did not go so far an to claim that the: 
Grand Trunk Pacific Is part of the Mc­
Bride accomplishment» but he went a 
long way In that direction by Infer­
ence.

Premier McBride, In moving the sec­
ond reading of the Prince Rupert bill, 
said that before explaining the bill he 
had one or two general references to 
mske to this northern terminât

Prince Rupert, four years old, wee a 
community of some consequence, and 
as tar as hla Information went It could 
claim to-day a population of six thou­
sand people. Tn addition to this, muni­
cipal Improvements that ran Into fully 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, and 
residential and business property that 
wotfld aggregate several millions, were 
to be "found there. The government wee 
not surprised at all with what had 
transpired there. It was expected all 
round, when Prince Rupert was deter­
mined upon as the terminal of the 
Grand Trunk Pacific, that it would be 
a matter of but a few years before h 
would be one df the principal points' 
along the Pacific coast seaboard.

The completion of the 6. T. P. wan' 
within meaeureable distance now and 
would develop the surrounding country, 
which In Itself would Justify a city of 
hundreds of thousands population. 
There was a large and valuable tract 
of land which Prince Rupert could 
claim an tributary to it, and there were 
fisheries which In extent and variety 
were the largest In the world. The 
deep-water fisheries of B. a were atm 
In an early, if not in a primitive, stage 
of development, but had attracted very 
considerable attention abroad, and 
presently plans Involving millions of 
doUers would be brought Into effect 
When all the resources surrounding the 
city were considered It would he seen 
how Impossible It wan to place any 
limit to the city’s growth.

Sir George Doughty, who wan no 
closely associated with the fishing In­
dustry Of Grimsby, had undertaken the 
formation of a fishing company whose 
projects were very extensive Indeed, an 
organisation which was bound to em­
ploy s very large number of workmen. 
He -had the assurance of sir George 
Doughty that the company proposed 
to employ white labor only, a departure 
that would come to all aa very good 
news.

the more especially When they Would 
wetch the good results that must come 
from the employment of white labor 
only.

When he spoke of Prince Rupert and 
made the references he had Just msde 
to what lay before the city he muet not 
forget the men who had pioneered and 
dime the work of bringing the city to 
lte present position. Prince Rupert had 
had the "advantage of having as early 
settlers men who had wide experience 
and this must have been of great value 
to the young city. To the men and 
women who had settled In this city In 
its first years the country owed much 
recognition. He had been struck on a 
recent visit with the bright and pros­
perous appearance of the place. The 
town-site was ideal, the harbor one 
that could not be excelled, and It had 
everything that went to the upbuilding! 
of a great city. For some years to 
come It would be a large hill of expense 
far the corporation to find sufficient 
funds to open up streets, sidewalks, 
payements and build bridges as well 
that would be necessary to extend the 
city properly. The principal undertak­
ing when he was there was the rim­
ing of a main street from end to end fit 
the city. There was a determination 
evident on the part of the nouncll that 
when they spent money it vfculd be for 
permanent civic traprovemekta Much 
hard pioneer work remained Vo do and 
the government recognised toe fact so 

! far that up to date, where Iff was In the 
public Interest and consistait with the 
policy of the government, they bad not 
spared themselves In lending substan­
tial aid to the municipality.

The Houee was now asked to validate 
an agreement to which the govern­
ment, the city, the railway and the 
townslte company were parties and 
which provided that the Grand Trunk 
Pacific, In exchange for certain works 
prssently to be undertaken and scat­
tered Interests In small fractions of 
land aroffhd the townaite, was to be 
granted a fixed rate of contribution to 

"the municipal taxes," other than local 
Improvements, based on the payment 
each year tn the olty of SIS.060. When 
the Grand Trunk Pacific act was before 
the House, while there was provision 
for exempting the company from the 
payment of provincial taxes, the ques­
tion of dealing with the municipalities 
was not considered although It was dis­

cussed. It was then felt tnai to usine 
cap the new city by special legislation 
which would say the railway company 
•hould pay no tales at all might be 
looked upon ns rather extreme. But 
the government did not hesitate to as­
sura tbs railway company then that It 
felt sure when the municipality was 
crested the company would be treated 
In a fair aad reasonable manner.

1 The assessment made by the new city 
on the property of the company would 
involve the payment of. taxes amount- 
lag to five times more than the Grand 
Trunk paid In the clly of Montreal The 
Grand Trunk Pacific protested that 
the assessment was excessive and nego- 

K*111*11" brought about the agreement 
now before the House, which" guaran­
teed the completion of certain termin­
als, the expenditure of a large amount 
of money and the conveyance to the 
city by the company of various sections 
of land. It must not be takes for 
granted that the government overlook­
ed the matter of terminals, because 
on reference to that agreement It was 
quickly demonstrated that the govern­
ment had the exact location of each 
terminal specified so that there was no 
opportunity for the railway to change 
them. When It, came to shops and 
round-houses and the like there was 
soins license to the company that It 
might use Its own time. The agreement 
which had ended in such 
way and which had been „ 
the people at the polls had created in 
the northern part of the province e 
pleasing feeling of confidence and re- 
nowed friendly relations between the 
wy and the company.
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î&s^so directly concerned tii aofne 
frontage^required for a garbage 

s'aari. The railway had agreed to 
give one hundred feet of waterfront and 
the government a like amount to the 
etty for this purpose. So far as the 
different items between the company 
and the city were concerned, there was 
the building of a hotel, for which he 
was told plans were completed. The 
station plans decided upon were of a 
very spacious character. In advance of ; 
the Completion of the road the companyjk 
stood to spend several millions so as. 
to be ready when the road was com-: 
Vieted. The House had a duty to per­
form in giving the town a feeling that 
would be ôf value to its economic posi­
tion.

As near as could be ascertained 
Values reasonably placed upon the gov 
eminent holdings, one-quarter of 
townsltc, amounted to thirteen mill! 
dollars. Notwithstanding the criticism 
formerly indulged In to-day as an ayet 
there was this large value where a few 
years ago there was not thirteen cents 
value. Since this value was created by, 
the railway and the community it must 
be expected that the government 
wduld. If anything, exercise a marked 
generosity to that section of the prov­
ince. It was proposed by the govern­
ment to study well the position in the, 
north so that by placing permanent 
government offices there the work done 
would not only provide for to-day but 
would anticipate the wonderful future, 
that lay before that community.

William Manson (Skeena). who has 
just retired from the mayoral chair of 
the northern city, said that in common 
w ith" the experience of all cities in deal­
ing with large corporations Prince Ru- : 
pert found it wise to get together with 
the company and settle many questions 
iof mutual Interest. This agreement 

•nought to an issue so promptly by 
of the fact that a dispute arose 

taxation of railway lands. The 
'ter incorporation, made an a««- 

I-Ij, at which, from the standpoint 
the surrounding property, was not 

unreasonable, but in view of the fact 
that the railway company was only 
beginning its undertaking and that it 
was not completed, they claimed that 
exemption to a considerable extent, if 
not totally, was fairly to be expected. 

LThis was the subject of negotiations 
_ which at one time looked as If no 
Agreement could be reached, but finally 
the City agreed to accept $16,000 an­
nually as the taxes due by the com- 

In consideration of this modifi­
cation the city received a 999-year lease 
of certain pieces of land for park sites, 
•esèfvolr site and cemetery purposes. 
Chese considerations were of such im- 

riance as to warrant the city in feel­
ing satisfied with the arrangement ar- 

I rived at. Garbage removal was done 
Jbjr towing to sea and the grant of 

I wharfage enabled the city to carry on 
I tlits>xvork. It was also necessary from 
] the standpoint of the city to secure 
[land for public buildings, a city hall, 
fire halls and the lltfe. His contention 

s been that the quarter in- 
riew" townsites held by the 
it enabled some of the land 
lable for municipal purposes. 
Ity thought thq. government 
well give some assistance in

upert tq the present time 
tisfactory progress from the 
standpoint. "Large expendl- 

n made, to the extent of 
reets and $660,600 on water- 
dro-electric plant, besides 

on telephone system and 
plant, together with Gar­

ments toy the government* 
“ oration, these obligations j 

about $1,870,000. It was f 
be able to'State that the | 

difficulty in financing, the !
•treat's attitude having ; 

ity I.#"

the money markets, and the settlement 
of its differences with the company by 
this agreement had Improved the city’s 
credit

The railway was to proceed with its 
terminals as soon as the agreement 
was ratified by this bill. During the 
negotiations outsiders had thought 
that the company would leave the city 
for another terminal point, but Prince 
Rupert knew that was entirely im­
probable and the agreement now 
reached gave additional security on 
that point. The establishment of a 
first-class hotel and the building of a 
drydock were of such Importance that 
the mere question of a few thousands 
in the item of taxation, the city felt, 
it should not squabble about. The 
people had approved the agreement by 
a vote of 440 for to 44 against. The] 
government was prepared to deal fair- I 
ly by the city, although, as à matter ! 
of fact, the concessions It was now 
making were well worth while.

Parker Williams considered that the 
Pi emier had gone outside his province 
in talking about the plans of some 
fishery qompany, the value of which it 
was infiposslble to estimate. In any 
case he did not put much faith in the 
promises of any company or corpora­
tion as to the employment of labor. 
Instead of working out a city there on 
a decent footing in the first place, It 
was found that the city had virtually 
to come back to the Legislature to seek 
relief. The only thing plain wqs that

there was no positive assurance em-, 
bodied in the bills formerly passed.x 
The city had to pay the price—and It 
was a comparatively high price. If the 
government holdings were worth thir­
teen million^ then the company’s 
holdings wete worth thirty-nine mil­
lions, and this showed the helpless po­
sition the city was in when the gov­
ernment agreed to the acceptance of 
ten ^thousand , dollars as sufficient 
taxei on these vast values. The city’s 
sanction was the same sanction that 
was given to the acts of a hold-up 
man. The government’s candidate for 
the mayoralty had been hopelessly 
beaten, and this he took as a con­
demnation of the agreement.'

The second reading of the bill was 
then carried, and it will be taken up 
further early next. week.

During the sitting to-day there were 
a large number of delegates to the B. 
C. Federation of Labor convention pre­
sent on the floor and In the galleries.

Prayers were read to-day by Rev. 
T. E. Heneage.

REVISED STM 
RRE NOW IN FORCE

ROYAL ASSENT GIVEN
TO ENACTMENT BILL

Until Amendments Are Made 
Sections Bowser Objects to 

Are the Law.

Legislative Press Gallery, 
January 26.

The second act to be passed this 
session, and passed like the first one, 
in a hurry, was given the royal assent 

j this afternoon by His Honor the Lieu­
tenant-Governor, who came down spe­
cially to do so.

This act was one enacting the roll 
• of the revised statutes as law and de­
claring them to be the statutes in force 
in this province hereafter, under the 
title of the Revised Statutes of B. C., . 
1911.

From this morning,- then, the prov­
ince has the old statutes in a new 
form, and it will take even lawyers 
some time to get used to them and 
be able to find sections to whtçh they 
have been accustomed under certain 
numbers and chapters, but which are 
differently numbered.

While the statutes are old—from one 
year to fifty or over—in the main there 
are a few changes made in them by 
the commissioners for their revision, 
as has been pointed out in these col­
umns during the past few days. These 
are now as much part of the law as; 
amendments made by the Legislature 
itself, as the bill passed to-day gives 
the sanction of the Legislature to the 
changes.

As the statutes stand to-day there 
are some few sections which the At­
torney-General is not satisfied with, 
and which will be changed by> amend­
ing bills this sesstoh or next, but 
meanwhile they ape pie law.

;vV'vf
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were in progress those who were re­
sponsible for carrying them out en- J 
deavored to offset the higher wages i 
which the demand would create by in­
creasing the supply of wages from 
outside. This labor was generally in­
duced to move to the scene of large 
industrial or public works by mis­
statement of conditions as to wages, 

To believe thosehours and so forth, 
carrying out works there was a 
chronic shortness of labor.

When the C.N.R. contract was be­
fore the House the government reject­
ed a proposal to fix the minimum w'age 
of men employed on ttje construction 
of the line at $2.60 per day, and it was 
enacted by the Legislature that men 
should be paid not less than the cur­
rent rate of wages in the district The1 n# ..nwrAO In Mia C'lini.lmoH

BREACH OF AGREEMENT 
ON C. N, CONSTRUCTION

Parker Williams Movçs Vote of 
Censure on Government but 

is Voted Down
so that steps could have been taken to 
investigate the charges. The govern­
ment would lose no time In having an 
investigation made and in righting;' 
wrong if any wrong had been done. 
The Premier stated to the House that 
every foot of the line dealt with in the 
C.N.R. agreement was under construc­
tion, and that inside twenty-four 
months all would be completed. The 
government, he assured the House, 
was most anxious to protect the in- 

, terests of the workers.
Mr. Williams resented the Premier's 

Insinuation that he was making this 
motion as a piece of stage-play ot 
grand-stand play, but as a matter of 
duty. It 111 became a man who at 
every possible opportunity indulged In 
grand-stand play to accuse other 
members who were doing their duty 
of this action, Mr. WUltame mentioned 
in passing. The hon. gentleman re­
minded the House that he had brought 
the matter to the attention of the gov­
ernment by putting a question as to

(
the wages paid on the C.N.R. con­
struction work on Mainland and Is­
land and by this resolution, and he 
took the further precaution of having 
men apply for work and thus discov­
ering that the ràte being offered men 
was $2.25, just what was being paid. 
This Information he got in affidavit 
form late last week and he immediate­
ly placed notice of his resolution on 
the orders. Mr. Williams went on to 
say that he expected the Minister of 
Railways, who was paid a salary for 
looking after the interests of the peo- 
jple, would have seen to it that these

current rate of wages In the Esqulmalt 
district for laborers was $2.50 per day, 
and for rock-drillers $2.76 per day.’ 
This was paid by the E. & N. Railway 
Company, by the B. C. Electric on the 
Jordan River works, and by the gov­
ernment. In Victoria, also, the same 
rates were paid for an eight-hour day. 
The member for Esquimau had the 
other day given the House what he 
Stated to he the wages paid in his dis­
trict on the C.N.R construction, but 
his statement showed that he was 
more in touch with the Conservative 
organisation than the labor organiza­
tion; that he was in no respect to 
touch with the workers on the C.N.R; 
and did not know what wage they 
were being paid.

Mr. Williams then read a couple of% 
affidavits from men who had worked, 
for Oieson & Co. and Grant Smith & 
Co., stating that the wages being paid 
laborers and rock-drillers were $2.25 
a dgy, that this rate was general in all 
'the camps and that It was the rate at 
which men were being hired to go toi 
work on the line.

Hon. T. W. Taylor, Minister of Rail­
ways, said this was the first intima­
tion the department had had of the; 
matter. The agreement between the, 
company and the government calledj 
■tor the payment of the current, rates' 
of wages to the men employed on the 
construction of the line, and If there 
had been any ipfringement at any time 
of this it was unknown to the depart­
ment. Continuing. Mr. Taylor said:

“I will take an early opportunity of 
going Into this mattér and making an

Legislative Press Gallery.
January 22. £

The first vote of censure the govern-;
ment has had proposed against it for: 
tome time—not that the desert has not 
been It's many a time—was move* 
this afternoon by Parker Williams 
<Newcastle), who has obtained in­
formation lately proving that the Can­
adian Northern Pacific is not living upt 
to its-agreement with the government! 
and people of British Columbia, how­
ever much it may want the province to 
implement its share of the bargain 
when It comes to paying Interest on 
bonds.

According to the agreement the men
on construction work are to be paid 
the current rates of wages paid In the 
district te the respective classes oil 
workers. In the Esqulmalt district or­
dinary laborers on government and
other work are paid $2.60 a day and! 
rock-drillers are paid $2.76 a day. Onj 
the C. N. Pacific to that district these 
two classes are paid only $2.25 a day,: 
as affidavits In the possession of Mr4 
Williams prove.

And yet it is but a few days ago 
since the Minister of Railways gave! 
the House the Information that the 
wages paid to these men-—answering 
a question as to sill the rates on Main­
land and Island—were the higher 
figures mentioned. A day_or so later 
tbe member for ESquimalt stated ' toi 
the House the same rates as beinjp

examination of the books of the com­
pany, and if I find that such la the 
case, that the current rate of wages la 
not being paid, I wiU certainly con­
sider It the duty of the department 
and the government to Insist on the 
current wages being paid. If the hon. 
member for Newcastle had brought 
the matter to my attention It certainly 
would have received my most carefulr 
and earnest consideration." J

H. C. Brewster (Albernl), —who | 
seconded the vote of censure, said the 
trouble complained of was not new. 
When Ihe Legislature granted exemp­
tion on the *. * N. extension the op­
position maintained that the least the , 
government cotild do was to see thatU 
the company agreed to pay fair wages 
to the men who would be engaged on 
the construction of that extension. 
The Liberals and Socialists tried to 
have some such provisions put in the 
agreement, but the government, lax in 
Its duty to the workmen of-the coun- j

paid by Grant Smith & Company. On«s 
of the affidavits read to-day Is from § 
man who says that the rate paid by
that firm to laborers and rock-driller* 
is $2.25 à day: The member for New-' 
castle got in a sharp rap at the mem-i 
ber for Esqulmalt apropos of his so­
licitude for the working man as shown 
In this statement

The Minister of Railways had to 
confess that what Mr. Williams had to 
say was the first he had heard of any

way. and he promised Immediate In­
vestigation and enforcement ' •* - 

Mr. Williams' resolution was In the 
following terms: ' - ' ' X v

“Whereas, by subsection (c) of sec­
tion 7 of the schedule to the Canadian 
Northern agreement being chapter S 
of the statutes of 1910, It is enacted 
that the workmen a ni laborers em­
ployed In or about the construction of 
the said lines of railway shall be paid 
such rates of wages as may be cur­
rently payable to workmen and labor­
ers engaged In similar occupation in 
the districts In which the said lines of 
railway are being constructed'; and . j 

“Whereas It Is a matter of public 
knowledge that workmen are paid at 
the rate of two dollars and twenty-five 
cento per day, both as rock-drillers 

; and general laborers, on the Canadian 
• Northern construction In the electoral 
] district of Esqulmalt; and

“Whereas the current rate of wages 
In Esqulmalt district for work of a 
similar character to the above Is much 
higher than that paid by the Canadian

“Therefore, be it resolved, that this 
House censure the government for Its

try then as now, would not listen to ; 
the representations made. At first the 
opposition endeavored to have a clause 
put In prohibiting the employment ofj 
,Oriental labor, but the Premier said;
this would be ultra vires and would 
not allow it Thèn it was proposed to, 
insert a clause which would ensure to j 
the men the current rate of wage paid 
to while labor In the district but the 
government would have none of this 
either and Instead put in a so-called 
fair-wage clause, which was supposed 
to protect the white workers.

The member for Albernl said he had
been over the work several times and
he found that not the white rate of

but what would have been a
to Oriental workers.Northern w« being <



The operation of the above quoted! 
j section hu been prohibited by thqj 
I Legislature. The fact of this section 
I being allowed to operate would be tc 
prevent the acquisition of crown lands 
by means of powers of attorney, se­
cured from unknown atid Irresponsible 
parties, at the price of one dollar and 
a drink. It would operate as an effect­
ual bar to the acquisition of provin­
cial lands by means of syndicates an^ 
friends of the government and to a 
large extent put an end to speculation 
In crown lands. Of course, Mr. Bowser 
could not allow this to become law, ae 
It would interefere with his policy of 
giving the speculator his chance.

DEBATE CONTEES
Applications Made for Portions of the 

Land by Several Interests. " |

In order to secure Information as to 
the applications which have been made 
to the government for portions of the 
Songhees reserve, regarding the dispo­
sition of which au announcement is 
expected from, the government anv

ON TIMBER POLICY
Mr, Brewster Points Out Result 

of Dealings of Government 
With That Question

u«.c any person or persons or 
body corporate made application to 
the government to acquire any portion 
of the lands known ae the Songhees^ 

i Indian reserve in the city, of Victoria?'*
.‘‘2. If so, what persons or bodies cor-.| ! porate have made such application? •!
“3. How much land has been applied 

for In each case?
"4. For what purpose was these lands 

required?
“5. Will the Canadian Northern Pa­

cific Railway Company be entitled to, 
obtain a free grant of any of these 
lands under the provisions of para­
graph (d) of clause 13 of the schedule 
to chap. 3, 1910?” .

Hon. W. R. Ross replied as follows:
”1 Tea
"2. (a) C. E.. Stewart, (b) Wm. Tur- 

pel (c) W. J. Pendray, <d) Corporation 
of the city of Victoria, (e) Esquimau & 1 
Nanaimo Railway, (t) the Victoria 
Harbor Railway.

”3, . (a) Lots 6 and 7, (b) area not 
stated, (o> nine-tenths of an acre, (d) ' 
twenty-five acres, (e) and (f) area not. 
stated.

”4. (a) and (b) Shipyard purposes, 
|(c) manufacturing purposes, <d) park ' 
and school purposes, (e) and (f) rlght- 

j of-way and terminal purposes.

Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. 30.
This afternoon in the House the 

leader of the opposition, H. C. Brew­
ster, continues the debate on the for­
estry policy of the McBride govern­
ment, and has prepared a mass of 
striking figures, showing the result of- 
the policy in enriching timber-holders, 
while the province gets little or nothing 
out of its forests in bompeurlson with 
the value they are to the owners of 
licences or leases.

The debate Is likely to go on all af­
ternoon and may continue over till to­
morrow.

The Vancouver civic deputation 
which was to have been received this 
morning has postponed fts visit «lintil 
next Monday, the present troubles in 
that city In regard to labor meetings 
being understood to be the cause of the 
postponement, as the members of the 
city council desire to remain in the city 
until the difficulties are over.

The grant for the Vancouver fair and : 
horse show was the subject on which a 
large deputation saw the cabinet yes­
terday afternoon. The deputation in­
cluded J. J. Miller, president of the 
Vancouver Exhibition Association; H. 
.8. Ralston, secretary; Aldermen Camp- 
I bell, King and Baxter, William Brown,
: William Holland, George Trory, 
i Charles Deerlng and Maxwell Smith.

These gentlemen urged upon the 
government that the grant to the fair 
this year should be $16,090, which Is 
made up of the regular grant of $6,000 
and $9,000 towards meeting the deficit 
iat present on the books. It was stated 
that there has been spent on the build­
ings $300,000 and on the grounds $771,- 
000, of which amount the city of Van­
couver has contributed $230,000 and in­
dividual members of the association 
$60,000. It w^s Intimated to the ex­
ecutive that If the province increased 
Its grant the city would likely Increase 
Its contribution.

Premier McBride asked the deputa­
tion to submit a memorandum of Its 
requests, which would be considered 
when the estimates were taken up.

The private bills committee met for 
a few minutes this morning, but as; 
none of thoee who have Mils before It! 
for consideration were ready to go on 
the committee adjourned till to-mor-" 
row morning at 10 o’clock. The bill to 
Incorporate Ryerson College and the 
Prince Rupert hydro-electric bill are 
down tor hearing. The railway coifi- i 
mlttee Is due to hear the promoters of i 
the -Victoria harbor railway on an ap- | 
plication for an extension of time fori 
the commencement of. that undertak-i 
ing.

The Minister of Railways' plea that 
Is was the first Intimation he had had 
that the provisions of the statute were 
being evaded was untrue, as a matter
of fadt, and even if true amounts to 
a confession of dereliction of duty. His 
promlse_to Investigate will not secure 
payment to the men who have been- 
robbed of their statutory rights.

* • •
Is it the duty of the government or of 

outsiders to see that the agreements 
between the government and corpor­
ations are lived up to?

* * *
The premier describes the efforts of 

Messrs. Williams and Brewster to se­
cure the workingmen their statutory 
rights as stage play. There la no better

“5. No/

authority on stage play in British Co­
lumbia than the honorable premier.

When the premier declared that con-1 
structlon on the C. N. P. R. had been 
going on for over twelve months and: 
that every one was satisfied with the 
wages, he states what Is notoriously 
untrue. Month after month the New: 
Westminster Dally News drew atten­
tion to the fact that workmen were 
not being paid current wages on con­
struction of the C. N. TP. railway on! 
the mainland; that they were being 
paid .off by time checks and left to 
find their own way, without any means, 
to the city of New Westminster, where 

checks would only beitheir time 
honored on the regular monthly pay 
day, about the middle of the following 
month. Scores of these poor fellows^ 
had to beg food on their way to town 
and then- sell their time checks at a 
Mg discount so as to obtain food and 
lodging for themselves.

| The premier was rather unfortunate 
In this reference to similar complaints | 
in regard to construction work on the 
G. T. P., as he had to admit that these 
complaints had been inquired into and 
cleared up, this, of course, being the 
Dominion work under the jurisdiction 
of the late Liberal government at Ot­
tawa.

SNAPSHOTS FROM
THE GALLERY

MT. pmdH#*made good when he 
objected" to theepasslng by the Legis­
lature of the Revised Statutes In the 
form In which they came from the 

debatecommissioners, 
many instances were shown the com­
missioners had assumed the power of 
legislating.

• • •
The attorney-general backed by the 

whole Conservative party, Insisted on 
making this legislation enacted-by the 
commissioners the law of the land, r 
with one notable exception. v ’ ...J

of the Revised’ Section 169, Chi „
Statutes, reads ae follbwa: 
vey&nce, transfer, o* asslgnr 
right, interest, or claim in

‘No con*.
of any j

or lease the
to which any
under this Act,

crown

pursuant to-

h* J
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vate Bills Committee Hears 
Counsel for Applicants— 

Echo of Fernle Fire

Legislative Press O&Uery, Jan. SL 
The private bilfs committee this 

agreed to extend the time tor 
receiving petitions for private acts 

Thursday, February 8, and for 
presenting private bills until Thurs-' 
day, February 15. At the same time! 
the members of the committee ex­
pressed the opinion that as those seek-; 
ing legislation had ample notice of the! 
time of meeting of the legislature there 

no excuse for the delay which oc- 
on their part session after ses-

first bill taken up was that for 
incorporation of Ryerson College, 

[Vancouver, an educational institution 
which is to be under the authority of 

. the gênerai conference of the Metho­
dist church. James A. Harvey, K.C., 

on behalf of the applicants , 
bill.

committee stuck over the powers' 
be given the college in regard to ; 

the holding of land. It was argued 
that by being given power .to.: hold for 
college "or any other purposes what­
soever" the governors could go into 
the real estate business. Mr. Harvey 
[contended that to render gifts ojfjaud 
of any value to the college there raustj 
be power to see, lease or otherwise 
alienate It so as to realize upon It, if 
the" governors saw fit. The section was 
eventually framed to give power to 
acquire, hold, sell, lease or other- 

; wise alienate or dispose of lands for! 
the purpose and benefit of the college.

The affairs of the college are to be 
managed by a board of governors,, 
consisting of not less than 24 nor more} 
than 42 members, appointed for four1 

by the general conference. The! 
must be a minister in good 

of some branch of the Metho­
dist Church. The principal, the profes­
sors and twelve members of the board 
of governors, to be nominated by that 
body annually, shall constitute the 
senate of the college, together with 
fifteen additional members to be elect­
ed for a term of three years, five re­
tiring each year. At the first election 
five are to be elected for one year, 
five for two years and five for three'! 
years. The principal will be chairman 

j of. the settate. ' ^
The general conference Is empower- ! 

ed to make rules for the government j 
of the college and the guidance of the 
board of governors, none of which 
shall be repugnant to the laws of the 
province. The college will be obliged 
to make an annual report and a duly 
audited financial statement to the an-i 
nual B. C. Methodist" conference and! 
to the general conference. The senate 
Is given power to confer the degree of 
Bachelor of Divinty after examination, 
and the degree of Doctor of Divinity1 
honoris causa.

standing

I A bill was put through tor the relief I 
of the municipality of the city 'oft 
Fernle, arising -out of the fire of 1908. 
Prior to that catastrophe the council 
hid paused two general by-laws for 
local Improvements, but all the civic

I
 records having been destroyM there is 
|ne proof possible of production that 
these by-laws were passed. The pur­
chasers of the debentures Issued since 
>, the fire for permanent sidewalks speci­
fied in the bill will not take them until 
legislation validating the matter ts en­
acted, and the apparent non-compli­
ance with the requirements of the 
Municipal Clauses Act remedied.

The committee exercised a very close 
scrutiny of the phraseology of the bill, 
and refused to do more than validate 
the bylaws and the debentures Issued 
under them. During the discussion It 
—-   *S plain that the commit-

the validating! 
except under}

H. B. Robertson appeared for the 
city of Fernle, and with him was W. j 
S. Lane, city solicitor. Fernle.

Another bill of a similar nature, also 
for Fernle, is to come up next week, j 

Mayor Beckwith and City Solicitor! 
McDiarmld had a hearing set for Tues- • 
day next on the city's request for 
power to strike a one-mill rate for, 
library puiiposes. The Vancouver In-; 
corporation Act amendments come up 
the same day. To-morrow morning1 
the Prince Rupert city bill, validating! 
a by-law for a hydro-electric system 
and debentures for $650,000 will be con­
sidered. ‘ j__

VIES FIGHTING 
CEDI NAVY

NOTHING LESS WILL
THE PREMIER ACCEPT

Takes Practically Ground as 
t Mr, Brewster, Proposing 

Amendment

SNAPSHOTS FROM 
TJ4E GALLERY

Laurier's naval policy was right; so 
was Borden’s; ditto McBride's; ditto} 
Brewster's; also the Colonist's; if you' 
don't believe it, read the Colonist edi­
torials tor the last two years, on file! 
at the Provincial Library, but do not 
ask either the Colonist or McBride toj 
explain the apparent inconsistencies inj 
their attitude from time to time. j

No fear of German aggression now. 
Sixty per cent, of the German people 
are Socialists and stand for peace;, 

j Parker Williams says so..

! Minister Ross says that In seven) 
years last 1,716,180 acres of Crown 
lands were pre-empted and during the^ 
same period only 406,872 acres of pre­
empted lands were Crown granted. No 
explanation of the discrepancy forth­
coming.

Minister Ross states that 4,288,976 
acres of-Crown lands were sold during; 
the last seven years and only 1,994,814( 
acres of purchased lands deeded. Of} 
course, "thç speculator must have his 
chance," and he Is given ample time tei 
go to Britain and promote a company} 
and raise the money to pay for the} 
lands, and the B. C. government kindly! 
holds the lands for the speculator's con-.
venience.

Mr. Bowser has succeeded In defeat j 
big Mayor Taylor In Vancoucer and 
now, by the power contained In Bill 
No. 7, he Is seeking, through the Lleu-| 
tenant-Govcmor In Council, to fix con-i 
dltlons under which Vancouver’s boun­
daries may be extended. The leglsla-j 
ture should not stand for this. l

Legislative Press Gallery, Jan. 8* \
If anyone can find any material dif­

férence In the amended form of the 
navy resolution which Premier Met 
Bride proposed this afternoon to sub 
stltute for that moved a week ago b; 
the leader of the opposition he mus 
be a Sherlock Holmes indeed. Afte 
worrying over the matter for a weel I 
almost, and presumably having asc» 
talned what the party leaders at Ot 
tuwa would like, all that Is brought 
forth is the variant of the original res­
olution which Is given below.

Mr. Brewster called, In the motto» | 
which he placed before the House, fot j 
immediate action towards the creation 
of a fleet unit In Pacific waters and 
the establishment of a naval base on 
this coast. The premier suggests a form 

‘ of motion which also urges haste, and 
in his speech Mr. McBride advanced 
1 •radically the same reasons for this

j urgency as did the leader of the opposi­
tion. True, his resolution does not 
mention fleet or naval base but he was 
eyen more Insistent, if possible, than | 
Mr. Brewster that a fleet -must be 
placed on the Pacific. An adequate, ef- | 
flclent. up-to-date, fighting5" Canadian 
navy is what Mr. McBride wants and 
nothing less will satisfy him. ,

Under the terms of his amended form. j 
: which the leader of the opposition Is to! 
move in the House within aVew days j 
and which, according to arrangement, 
is to be passed unanimously, there is j 
no declaration by the legislature of ! 
this province of what all agree is the

I psople—a fleet on the Pa­
cific and a naval base, say, at Esqul-! 
malt—but the premier of B. C. iq on re- 
c«*rd inside the House and out of it In 
his demand for just these things. . . ' 

The terms of the resolution as moved 
by Mr. Brewster on Wednesday last 
were as follows;

'That whefeas Canada and the} 
mother country are agreed that It Is 
right and reasonable that all the part- »f 
hers in the Empire should contribute 
towards the naval defence of 
pire:

) . ' "And whereas the speedy completion 
of the Panama eanal must enormously 
Increase the shipping business of this 
coast:

"Therefore, be it resolved, that an 
humble address be. presented to His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, re­
spectfully requesting him to urge upon 
the Dominion government t"he necea- j 
stty of taking each immediate steps as 

; will lead to the creation of a Canadian 
fleet unit In the Pacific and to the ee-$ 
tabMehment of a naval base on this 
coast with such promptitude as to make 
ready for the revolution in eea trade 
likely to be effected by the completion 
of the Panama canal."

As the premier proposed to amend It, } 
as the leader of the opposition will 
later move It and as the House Is to 
adopt It for transmission to the fed­
eral government, the resolution will 

.read thus:
"That whereas Canada and 

mother country are agreed that it is 
right and reasonable that all the part- 

tn the Empire should contribute 
Inwards the naval defence otttlat Em­
pire:

"And whereas the speedy completion 
of the Panama canal mnat enormously 
Increase the ahipplng bu.ineee of this

'Coast: . . £ . . ;
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Teas the gôvèrnment of; 

has decided that any scheme of 
defence to be effective must be 

iration with the mother coun- 
the other parts of the Empire: 

irefore, be It resolved, that the» 
ion government be urged, in view 
great importance of the imme- 
and adequate protection of 
ilflc coast of Canada, that 

question of naval defence
dcred at the earliest possible 

and be it further resolved, that 
an bdtnble address be presented to His 

>r the Lieutenant-Governor, ra­
lly requesting him to forward a 

copy of this resolution to the secretary 
ol state at Ottawa.”

t looked like a bit of very tricky 
tadtlcs occurred after the moving of the 
amendment, which the premier sug­
gested to the leader of the opposition 
might be made a substantive motion 
[for later unanimous adoption by the 
withdrawal of both resolution and 
amendment. The president of the 
council. Hon. A. E. McPhtllips. had 
seconded the amendment but made no 
move to speak in support of it. When 
the Speaker put the question on the 
iitnehdment and apparently no other 
member had any wish to be heard Mr. 
Brewster, to save his right of having 
the last word on his resolution, spoke.
In any case he would have had to state 
whether or not he intended to. accept 
the premier’s offer and this, no doubt, 
Would have been held by the Speaker 

; is constituting a speech and thus ex- 
1 iaustlng the honorable gentleman's 

fight of reply. As soon as the leader 
the opposition had sat down Mr.

Ë
illlpe got up and spoke on the 
Iment, presumably trusting to 
being no opportunity to reply to 
-ver he might say.

Mr. Brewster, naturally, felt that he 
a right to reply to this member of 
overnment, but the Speaker ruled 
he hud no further right in the 

1er, even when Mr. Brewster point- 
>ut that If he had not risen when 
id the amendment would have been 
i by the House and there would 
been no opportunity at all left 

,lm to reply. —.
Premier began with some satl- 

references to the member for 
_jtle as seconder of the résolu- 
the opinions of that gentleman 

_*tters touching what may be for 
enience lumped under the term 

itarism being well known. As to 
member for Alberni, he professed 

„ee in his speech the declaration of 
different policy from that of the 
>ral party. The Conservatives in 
province, the Premier said, during 

late election did not think the pro­
ds of the federal government were 

ifficient; they were unable to agree
_,t the purchase of the Rainbow and
1er subsequent disposition as head- 
inarters vessel on the Pacific was In 
ny fashion an adequate commence- 
ent for an efficient fighting force in 
,ese waters. They were told at the 
me that of course the Rainbow' was] 
ore a training than a fighting ship, 
d while it was admitted that she 

as practically taken from the scrap 
In the old land, it was stated 

•he was the best-fitted vessel for 
purpose the department had in 

Ind, the first steps to the defence of 
e Pacific coast. They were dle- 
mcerted at the statement from 8lr 
llfrid Laurier that under no cir- 
ostances would the Canadian navy 
Into co-operation with the imperial 

„/y; the federal Premier had found 
itmself unable to give that full and 

statement as to the naval policy 
which generally characterized his 
ideclarations of public policy. The Con-j 
Kcrvatlve party In this province chal­
lenged the Lqurier policy, first be­
cause the preliminary steps were far 
from efficient and did not provide for 
the assembling in these waters of an 
efficient fighting force, and It was 
next proposed that when the navy was 
created there would not be the co­
hesion between it and the Imperial 
navy which would be absolutely 
necessary in case of war. Aside from 
:hese considerations It wws proposed 

t an annual sum of very çonsid.er-

8h0uM ^ Provided 
|J> the federal treasury with which 

n Z’’t‘werr «° be constructed.
T J „ ,n 8ht.be Weli to polnt out the 
Legislature, continued Mr. McBride 
that we have had In the last two' 

weeks from Mr. Hazen, the new Min 
Ister of Naval Affairs, a very apeclfie’- 
statement. In substance to the effect 
that expert advice which he has se­
cured condemns such a policy on the 
ground that by the time It had been, 
carried out the result obtained would 
have been simply to assemble vessels Obsolete, put of date, and of no fTgh 

Ing account at all. I think that the 
V6ry decUl,ve utterances of 

the Minister of Marine of Canada evi­
dences the genuineness of the new 
government in respect of what we 

M ‘o a naval policy.
-a Lth Bk We may a" tor grant­
ed that as soon as time permits—the government ha, been In office „ut / 
three or four month»—we may see the 
Process of establishing ,an, efficient 

naVy tak<‘" “P to solemn 
and deliberate form and a specific I 
policy outlined that will relieve the I 
tension that now obtains, especially 
on the Pacific and on the Atlantic 
seaboards. Why, Mr. Speaker, should 
Canada, in its attempts to bring about

^
adequate naval defence, stop at any- - 

short of the best and most up- 
te equipment? I would like to 

know. If u i, essential In the naval de­
fence of the Empire that In the Old 
Land nothing but the last word should 
be adopted, why it la not equally es- 
sential In the Dominion of Canada for 
the Canadian people. It the Rainbow 
m other words, is not good enough for 
England she is not good" enough for 
Canada. (Conservative cheers.)

•T think that, considering the new 
circumstances created at Ottawa and 
the far-reaching importance to Can­
ada of a proper naval policy, it is only 
right and fair, in view of the recent 
pronouncement, that we should give 
Mr. Borden and his followers a fair 
End decent opportunity to frame and 
announce a policy as to the establish­
ment of a Canadian navy. There is no 
question of the wealth of Canada or 
of her ability to finance and make 
adequate provision for naval defence.
I am quite satisfied that no longer 
need we be obliged to go to the Ad­
miralty in the home land in order to 
secure the protection so essential in 
the home waters and abroad for Can­
adian Interests involving other seas.

"I think we can expect presently, 
when the new administration has had 
an opportunity to confer with the Ad­
miralty, the consummation of a naval 
policy that will be acceptable to Ltb- 

; erals and to Conservatives alike. We 
should as true and loyal Canadians go 

;to the utmost limits In order to take 
this question of the Canadian navy 
out of our politics and place it, if at 
all possible, on a higher plane. It 
would be a very wise and a very 
ptoper course for the House of Com­
mons at Ottawa 4o adopt to grapple 
with the question of a Canadian nàvy 
aside from political conditions alto-1 

* gether. We on this coast should feel' 
from day to day the necessity of urg­
ing this matter on our brother Cana­
dians who live on the hinterland and 
are not so familiar with coast condi­
tions as we are. I know there is a 
tendency for us to be more or less 
discouraged at times at the apathy of 
Canadians in the interior provinces. 
We read, when there is an agitation 
which would lead to more activity in 
naval affairs, that they in the East, 
think thdf* is no urgency and that 
the matter is one which might well ; 
stand over. I know that with the con­
struction of more transcontinental i 
railways and with a better under­
standing of things the day is not far 
distant when the entire Dominion will 
come to such an appreciation of the 
situation as will justify Canadians 
joining with one voice in establish­
ing a modern, efficient and up-to-date 
navy, one which will be a credit to 
any nation.”

Reaswiq For Paeif,c p. .. 
•here wePrsmany^nenwhto that'
have a fleet on thSï £5\We ,hou,d 
Province had hesvv i— weters. The 
continental railway, wîîhT* ln trans" 
tide-water, and In too’® termlnal« on 
Pend!lure of million^,,C,°n‘??uent ex-

t
niodaUon, and a, a m bor accom- 

emselves British £n °' d,,ty *° 
t spare themselves |i b, anS 8ho»M 

interest the e^îèrn ’,nd8ayur,ng to 
Province, in ,he n(.ceMl"d fthe praW*
v,c^wrhe:,r,„he had “s
■ution muchhTe
hy the member for Alberat^ £h°P°*ed 
dwelt on the need tn. i. wben he
heavy Investment’s on thl,"^? ? oar

establishment 0, athe belief that the peuplent^??* 

wtmld attend to this matter, with the 
early completion of the transcontine—
th’rou"^8 ih1”1 tbe ,norea“ at «hipping 

the opening of the Panuni
J Was e,aentl»l that this protec­

tion must be given. Looking over the 
nshf6 eltuatlon the urgency of estab-
Brirt.h % raVy came h°mc to every 
British Columbian. Mr. Hazen wm 
b°ryy k°‘ng to England and Would

WlMtonhChrinï.LOrd 0t the A<imtralty, 
Winston Churchill, a man ln every wav

[ lMvenuh|l“S h‘fh °mce• and would 
htï hl g undone to asaure Canada 

that the motherland was with the Do-

XVvy!he bU"d,ng UP °' 1 Ca-
Conclutitng. the premier said he found 

nrnm|U Wlth Mr- Brew«ter for giving 
thls matter at this time,

ment « ‘here be‘ng 1 new govern-
rigCt “ he thought 11 »nly

and titling that It should be
g',” a" opportunity to frame its 
Policy. He therefore moved ae an I 
unendment, seconded by the president 
th,^! that tt" the words inimDn^an ,after the sec”nd Para-'

?™Pb be atruck out and that the fol­
lowing words be substituted: 
r *"d "herea, the government of
of n.t„ ,r, C'ded that any achame 
of naval defence to he effective must 
be by co-operation with the mother- 
country and the other parts of the em-

Domhdîwf01’6' 11 reso'ved- ‘hat tin 
uomlnlon government be urged InL®*°fthe areal Importance? of the 

"h1 ade<luate protection of
ouMHcnnf C°Mt ^Canada, that the 
question of naval defence be considered
fnrlhL T P°Mlbl'1 late; and be It 
dr™ L °'Ved- that •” humble ad­
dress be presented to' his Honor the 
I, leu tenant-Governor, respectfully re- 

hlm *° tbvward a copy of this 
Ottoï" ° 'he Secretary ot State at

leJder P,7m.ur au88ested that both the 
leader of the opposition and himself 
!h‘fh.tn,Wl.hdraW tbelr reaolutlon and
resnh.M^ ™-b and ^t ‘"en the 
resolution, recast a, proposed In the 
amendment, might be adopted unani­
mously by the House and go forth ns 
ns unanimous opinion. He closed by 
aptm declaring himself in favor of 
active and Immediate construction of 
an efficient navy for the Dominion of 
Canada.

Dignified Disclaimer. 
rJ^rk?r Wmlam* disclaimed any 
credit tor a change ot heart or view, 
on matter, °f tiefon^. He explatned- 
tn nth^.COUr8e^WaS kaaerally apparent 

TberS~tha* 61 view of 
mere being but one Liberal and one'
mere w’ lb H°UM the moment 

■ there was a friendly understanding be­
ll th,m ta *ecoa<1 motions for one

another so as to get the* before the 
Hou*, but mis did not commit either | 
to a support of the views expressed in 
any resolution the other proposed. Per-1 
sonally he had no sympathy with any 
"“‘a'1*1 sentiments, Mr. Williams 
said. He was Just as keenly dealrous 

el,e td 866 the malntent 
of the Britlah Empire, and Just 
willtiMT to see Its defensive forces 
talned so long as that waa 
but Britain and Germany were 
headlong to financial bankruptcy 
the effort to outdo each other In build­
ing navies, if this reckless waste 
money was stopped it would go. a 1 
way to abolishing poverty, for man in overall, was behf •* - 
lar spent and was the 
most severely the Immense taxation. ——

' ' i'
« -<





COLUMBIA, FRIDAY, JANUARY lS.nttlVANCOUVER, BRITISH

is m,\m
Third Session of Twelfth Par­

liament of British Columbia 
Is Inaugurated in Business­
like Manner,

Financial Surplus of the Prov- 
vince Has Risen Enormous­
ly Under the Government of 
Hon, Richard McBride.

REVENUE INCREASE FOR 
YEAR IS $1,618,150.33

•Provincial Public Accounts 
Show in Emphatic Manner 
Satisfactory Conditions of 
the Country's Business,

SPEECH FORECASTS 
IMPORTANT LEGISLATION

| Measures Will Be Introduced 
! Designed to Further En­

courage Building of Rail- 
I ways Throughout Province.

Special to the Kewe-Aâwertieer.
for the laat completed fiscal year, which 
were presented to the Provincial Legisla­
ture today by Finance Minister Blllson, 
show In unchallengeable terms the satis­
factory condition of the country's busi­
ness and its substantial growth during 
the twelve months under review. An In­
crease in revenue over that of the last 
preceding year of $1,611,160.83 is recorded, , 
while the increase in the aggregate of 
public expenditures, keeping pace sym­
pathetically with the growth and develop­
ment of the province, amounted to $1.- S 
811,809.61. the grand totals for the con- 
treated periods being:

Net revenue, 1909-10, $8,874,741.94;
1916-11. $10,492.892.17.

Net expenditures, 1909-19, $6,381,993.27; 
1916-11. $8.194,108.91.

At the close of the fiscal year, 31st 
of March last, the balance sheet of the 
province showed a total of provincial as­
sets over all other obligations and lia­
bilities of 61,497.694.36. with a cash bal­
ance In the banks and In the treasury 
(Inclusive of the gold bar deposit of 
v>H.18 with the Canadian Bank of Com­
merce and various sums In cash In the 
nands of district agents aggregating 
$269,336.71) of no less an amount than 
36.744,197.63.

Analysts of the several sources of: 
provincial income producing the general 
increase of slightly better than eighteen 
per cent. In revenue Indicates develop­
ment and expansion In all departments 
proportionally well maintained, for 
while land sales constitute & notable 
exception in showing a decrease for the 
year from $2,611.118.76 to $2.431.231.36, 
this is, almost offset by the one related 
item of land revenue, leaping within 
the year from 6175.776.11 to 6321.688.98. 
Other conspicuous examples of increases 
are noted in the advance of licence re­
ceipts from 668.661.46 to 692.498.00; of 
iucMNkm duties from fl06.496.39 to 
8300,66^68 (almost double); of registry 
fees frora-4*«M66.1» to 8616,092.22; of 
wild lands taxes from 8360,964.71 to 
6816.166.SS; of priming office receipts 
fre» 666.194.«9 to 6127,776.49; of rebates 
under the Chinese Restriction Act from 
616M66.60 to 11,066,600.00; of fishing 
and cannery licences from $21,140.06 to 
686.666.Tt; and of internet from $157,- 
466.1* to 8666.773.40. a very different 
condition from that indicated in the ac­
counts for 1963.3 (the «ret year of the 
McBride regime) when the interest total 
appearing in the statement of provin­
cial retenue amounted to exactly 
I36M8.

Expenditures throughout the year 
! have been chiefly upon public works of 
a permanent and reproductive character, * 
which remain as substantial assets of 
the province. . t

; Special to the News-Advertiser.
Victoria, Jan. 11,—Brief and busi­

ness-like despite their old time cere­
monial character, were the proceedings 

j t(,day, incident to the inauguration of 
the third session of British Columbia's 
twelfth parliament. Everything was in 
order for the comfort of the many 
prominent guests who attended in large 
numbers thronging the chamber to hear 
the reading of the speech from the 
throne. Among these were the Hon. J.
S. Helmcken, K. C., the first speaker 

' °f the Colonial Assembly; former 
: Premiers Semltn and Sevan, President 

J. J. Warren of the Kettle River Valley 
Railroad, and numerous other historic 
and active figures in the making of the 
province.

The Lieutenant-Governor was attend­
ed, by a glittering staff drawn from the 
naval and military services, a guard of 
honor being furnished from the Fifth 
Regiment. C. G. A. The speech from 
the throne was as follows:

Mr. Speaker and gentlemen of the 
Legislative Assembly:-—

it with pleasure that I welcome you 
to the third session of the Twelfth 
Parliament of British Columbia.

The ceremonies y attendant on the 
Coronation of Their Majesties, the King 
and Queen, were in no part of the Em­
pire observed with greater loyalty and 
affection than in this province. It is 
fitting to note that British Columbia 
was by invitation officially presented 
in London on that occasion.

The presence of- His Royal Highness, 
the Duke of Connaught at Ottawa as 
G overnoif-General of Canada, is regard­
ed by the people of the Dominion as a 
special.Mark of the royal favor, and I 

it it will be a pleasing duty 
j on yohr part to adopt an address of 
i welcomèr rto be presented to His Royal 

Highness.
Having completed his term of office 

as His Majesty's representative in the 
Pomititdh, Earl Grey, on his return to 
the Mother Country, takes with him the 
warmest regards of the Canadian 
people. The great Interest he has al­
ways evinced in this province entitles 
him to a lasting place in the hearts ot 
British Columbians.

The long standing difficulties in con­
nection with the Songhees Indian Re­
serve, Victoria City, have been adjusted, 
and the reserve has passed into the 
possession of the province, while due; 
provision has been made for another re­
serve for thé Indians.

The report of the commission ap­
pointed during the year to inquire into 
the Subject of taxation Is ready and will 
be presented to you in due course.

The consolidation of (he provincial 
statutes has been completed and the 
result of the work of the commission 
will be laid before you.

.
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transportation fartlltlem, measures will be 
placed before you designed to further 
encourage the building of railways In the
province.

It Is Interesting to note that su be tan
is being made with the

preliminary work leading up to the es-
tabliahment of a provincial uulvmlts. 
Land-clearing operations are under war 
at the university site, and steps are be­
ing taken to give effect to the provisions

You will be asked to provide a suffi-| 
tient grant to permit of a formal open­
ing of the university at the fall term 

iof 1013.
j The public accounts for the past fiscal 
year and the estimates of expenditures ; 
[for the coming year will be duly laid 
[before you.

\ matters submitted to you will receive 
^your-most careful consideration, and 
that you will be fcuided In your delib­
erations by what you believe to be in 
the best interests of the province 

i After His Honor’s withdrawal the 
[first bill of the year was Introduced by 
j Attorney-General Bowser, and took its 
[initial reading, this being merely a tech­
nical measure amending the Act which 

! governs the administration of small es­
tates of the Insane. Return* were 
brought down by Finance Minister Bill- 
son of the public accounts of the last 
fiscal year and by Dr. Young of the

if
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Hi in
BRILLIANT FORM

Local Member of Legislature 
Moves Address from Throne 
and Congratulates Ministry 
on Splendid Record.

REFERS TO SECRET OF 
VANCOUVER’S PROGRESS

Corrects Erroneous Impres­
sion that Growth Is Due to 
Real Estate Boom—Debate 
Will Be Short.

bSK»M to the News-Advertiser.
Victoria, Jan. 12. — The first busi- 

; nese sitting of the third term of Brit- 
! iali Columbia's twelfth provincial parlia­

ment today was almost exclusively de­
voted to the addresses of mover and 
seconder in presenting the formal reso­
lution in reply to His Honoris Speech 
from the Throne. Both Mr. Watson and 
Mr. Alexander Lucas were in excellent 
form and discussed current public af- 

j fairs as clear-headed men of affairs, 
J business and patriotic /British Colum­

bians and Britishers, in such a manner 
as.to win for their remarks the concur­
rence and endorsement of political foe- 
man as well as friend. Upon the com­
pletion of the seconder’s too brief ad­
dress, the debate on the resolution was 

j adjourned by }he Liberal leader, Mr. 
Brewater. Discussion is not expected 
to be at all prolonged.

;.j The business of the first working day 
of parliament proved purely preliminary. 
Not one notice of question, motion or 
private leglalation as yet appears on 
the order paper, but on the floor of the 
House yesterday Mr. Tlsdall presented 

I the petition of Vancouver City for its 
extensive and complicated charter re­
vision. Mr. Fraser (Cariboo) at the 
same time brought forward the petition 
of the British Columbia and Alaska 

1 Railway Company for various amend- 
; ments In Its charter. And there was 
j also Introduced by message from His 
Honor, presented by the Attorney-Gen- 

■ jetai, the short but significant bill'eesen- 
i tlal for the ratification of the Consoii- 
! dated Statutes aa presented by the re- 
i vising commissioners, Messrs. Charles 
; Wilson and A. P. Luxton, K. C. This 
: bill already lias advanced to the second 
reading, and after this has been given 

I (on Monday, probably) the law officer 
of the Crown In charge will, while It ia 
tn the committee stage, explain each de­
tail of nil nor change from existent stat­
ute law which t)ie commissioners have 
reported to bg desirable.

Mr, Hayward of Cowichan was today 
re-elected by the Hi 

1er and |tr. A. H. a 
i ver) vice-chairman $f the Houéè com­
mittee and chairman of the ways and 

: means committee, both nominations be­
ing made by the Premier and affably 

j seconded by the opposing J^èder. In 
proposing Mr. Hayward for the deputy 
speakership, the first minister com- 

j mented that this procedure was now de- 
; manded under House rule No. », while 
; he felt confident that the" nomination 
! would meet with ready endorsement by 
f-the legislature. , " \ •

Mr. Brewster, in seconding, added 
that the House last year had enjoyed 
the advantage of Mr. Hayward's ser- 

I vices as Deputy Speaker, and his die- 
| charge of the duties pertaining to the 

office had been so generally satlefac- 
! tory, that he had pleasure in seconding 
j the motidn for the Cowichan member’s 

resumption of those duties.
The resolution in reply to His Hon­

or's speegli at the opening of parlia­
ment was the first item appear in ar on 
the orders, and Mr. Watson 
to discharge his —

s

Mr. H. H. Watson, member of Van­
couver, in moving the addreae in reply 
to the speech from the throne made 
what was undoubtedly the best speech 
of his career as a representative ot 
the commercial metropolis of British 
Columbia. For fifty minutes he held 
the- close attention of the Assembly.
His speech was frequently punctuated 
by the applause of his fellow-members 
and at its close he received many 
hearty congratulations on his able ex­
position of the progress of the province 
as a whole during the past twelve 

! months. _
A survey of the provincial revenue 

I collected from all sources for the fis- 
| cal year which ended on March 31, 1911,
! said Mr. Watson, in discussing the 
! financial position of British Columbia, 

“shows expansion in every direction. It 
is a splendid reflection of the Increas­
ing prosperity of this province and a 
triumph for. the sound and prudent ad­
ministration of that great financial de­
partment, so ably presided over by Hon. 
Mr. Ellison. The gross revenue from \ 

j all sources for the year referred to, 
reaches the vast total of $10,492,892.27.

“Indications point to a still better 
showing during the current fiscal year, L 
as I am given to understand that the - 
timber and coal receipts for the nine 
months ending December 31 last, show 
a most satisfactory increase. In regard 
to the mineral output the figures, £or'** 
this industry show a decrease on ac­
count of the recent strike at Fernie, 
though with a settlement of the trouble 

j and the encouraging aspect of the silver 
I lead Industry In the Slocan, the mining 

outlook for the coming year is very 
j bright.
j “With the revenues of the province 

never in better shape than they are to- 
j day, I think that the administration is 
fully justified in presenting" the sub­
stantial programme outlined in the 

i speech from the throne. In doing so,
1 the first minister and his colleagues 
have again displayed the progressive in 
the constructive statesmanship that has 
done so much In the past to ensure con­
fidence and financial stability from one 
end of the province to the other, as 
well as to earn the greatest respect of 
business men, irrespective of party af­
filiations.

“A single instance of the govern­
ment’s solicitude for the people was 
the appointment of a royal commission 
on taxation which held numerous ses­
sions throughout the province last sum­
mer and whose report will.soon be laid 
before the House. ' I am hopeful that 
their recommendations will receive full 
consideration and that any Inequalities 
that may have existed in the past as 
regards taxation will be abolished and 
reductions of taxation will be effected 
wherever possible.

“One result of the investigation of 
the Forestry Commission will be the 
creation by legislation this season of a 
forestry branch of the Land Department, 
also a bill dealing with the conservation 
and administration of the timber wealth 

j of the province will be submitted for 
your consideration. In grasping the im­
portance of this subject, the Minister 
of Lands has rendered the public a great 
service and has again displayed those 
rare administrative qualities which won 
him recognition from the moment he 
entered the cabinet

"I think that you will all agree with 
me that the government has displayed 
broad constructive statesmanship in its 
decision to extetid the railway policy so 
successfully Inaugurated several years 
ago. The fruits of that policy are al­
ready apparent In the railway activity 
prevailing on Vancouver Island and on 
the mainland. The I Canadian Northern 
Railway Is making remarkable progress 
and we are assured that the Coast and 
prairies will be linked bÿ the new line 
before the end of 1913. 
well ahead of the time fixed on by the 
Premier when he brought down the 
policy which resulted In the building of 
this line.-1 The expenditure of the Can­
adian Northern In British Colutnbia last 
month amounted to $750,090, and the ef­
fect of this large distribution of money 
is already stimulating every line of, 
commercial activity. Thb Canadian Pa­
cific Railway le also doing its share in| 
opening up Vancouver Island; It has: 
built the Albernl branch, which was op- i 
ened a few days ago to traffic, and It 
now proposes further extension In the 
near future to* the north In the direction 

■fi" rzstamtir

.

■HU*

.

jL 6 <5 E



fHm

-: . , 1 *m ««re that when the P™„,F | *k" Houee Into hl. ^ntU^ 'L

.o ^e«7"eW^.7“?‘r “ Wl" be f»"nd- • Province Importance to the” •-^“p“--c,;în0Um.,TJie,h~L,r 
Eg ”rr„:,,libe0nvLr.ioï *~înjjf| f,MtroTh,*hp^e rrM‘ northern°^nt,er‘

^yrx,h-4r,BL',d
with one accord declared In favo-; au?? rsurysf; s -

opening up the Intermediate rZtfon 
$>•.'•; well as finding an outl«# ». |E P/F0'* of «he million, ofS$ ‘*nd wlthl” British Columbia
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I* Ellison haa the honor of* present- 
ihe largest of the Canadian provin*

_^budgets. It may surprise people 
$j|Bi the Eastern provinces to learn 
that' the revenue of British Columbia 

Hf^jprger than that of Ontario, much
r than that of .Quebec, consider- 

* i
greater than the sum of the re- 

ies of the three prairie provinces 
her, and three times that of the 

Maritime Provinces. Yet Ontario 
six times, Quebec five times, the 
rie provinces three times and the 
time Provinces more than d >uble 
population of this province. The 

get of the other eight provinces,
!h six and a half million people, 

int to about $26,000,000. or say four 
lars per head, while that bf British 
lumbla with some four hundred i 

sand inhabitants is ten and a half 
illions or twenty-seven dollars per :

'he revenue of this province for the 
fiscal year was • in round figures 

1,600,000. Ontario tpok in less than 
,1100,000 in the fiscal year 1910. The 
enue of Quebec runs to about $6,000,- 

that of Manitoba $3,400,000, while 
atchewan and Alberta receive $2,- 

190,000 each, whereof half is federal 
■bsldy. Nova Scotia reports a revenue 
Of $1.600,000, New Brunswick $1,400,- 
900 and Prince Edward Island $400,000.
It is true that a portion of the revenue 
of this province comes from the sale 
if land and may therefore be called in- 

from capital. ^But this leaves over 
10,000 from other sources, and if it 
»s to a question of J>ookkeeping it 
Id be noted that all other provinces 

»rrow money for capital expenditure, 
hereas British Columbia expends more 

twice as much on what would be 
iled capital account as is received 

'from th'u sale of lands. This capital ex- 
mllture goes to improve the value 
the crown lands and other public re- 

•urces of the province, so that the 
irovlncial assets would continue to inT 

even It there were no surplus in 
annual accounts. It should be ob- 

irved further than the balance of in- 
over expenditure last year about : 

equals thé receipts from the sale of

We are accustomed to hear it said j 
that as British Columbia is rich and j 

| since the provincial income exceeds 
that of the other provinces, there can 
be no foundation for the provincial 
claim to better terms from the Domin­
ion. The answer to this will be found 
in the revenue statement of this prov­
ince. British Columbia has a large 
revenue because the people, the legis­
latures and eaecewlve governments 
have determined to open up the coun­
try for settlement and provide the best 
possible accommodation and facilities 
for settlers without running the prov­
ince heavily In debt In no other prov­
ince do the people contribute to prov­
incial purposes as- they do here. Prov­
incial income and personal property 
taxes are not known in the Blast Lands 
are only taxed In the older provinces 
for municipal purposes. Licence reven­
ues. registry fees and many other 
sources of revenue are used In this 
province to raise money more ef­
fectively than In the Bias tern provinces. 
These methods of obtaining revenue 
will be reviewed at the present session 
of the Legislature, but it is safe to nay 
that the province will continue to show 
large budgets and to demand large pub- 

,11c expenditure. In no other way can 
justice be done to -the most mountain­
ous and yet the most promising prov 

yiace Of this great
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mately entitled toor than tley 
have obtained from the Lather 
ernment. Touching on the feettl 
of the Songhees reserve question 
Premier spoke also of his Sent 
with Indian chiefs in relatlomto 

! claims on provincial lands. Fr< 
i conversation with them thei 
; lleved that If the Indians wer$ i 
\ of fair treatment they would I 
letted.

Speaking of the Provincial ;
) slty, he said, it was gratifying ja 
that they hoped to be able to i 
doors in 1113 and when comp] 
would be equal to Toronto or 

I In conclusion the Premier dj 
! length with the progress madj 
mining industry, showing that 

.been eminently satisfactory, dj 
; In coal mining. — ^ T

Mr. Tisdall moved the aajo 
of the. debate and will speak to 
:He will be followed by Mr. William*, 
jat present the sole representative of So- 
cfalism in the House, as MrJf-iam- 

I thornthwaits is away in the Old^gcmn- 
try and will not be back for a a Jg or 

«two.

[ Premier McBride spoke for over anl 
I hour In reply. He scored Mr. Brewster; 
! for harping away on the government 

land policy. It was Impossible that 
! settlement of the land could be carried : 
j on in British Columbia as it was in | 
j Saskatchewan and Alberta. Neverthe- j 
l less the number of pre-emptors coming I 
I into British Columbia had Increased ; 
! fifty per cent, during the past year. 

Instead of dealing with schemes of land 
settlement, the government was doing ; 

j its best to provide for settlers already; 
| here by building roads and schools *nd 
I Increasing the facilities for tranepor- 
! tat Ion.
| Speaking of the order-ln-council 
= raising the price of crown lands, he

mi. W, J. Bowser, Attorney- 
General, Fathers Legislation 
Re Admission of Hastings 
Townsite and 0. L. 301.

Univer-
fco know 
•pen Its

in the
scouted the Idea that it was done for 

; the benefit of any Inside ring. He be- 
= lleved that if the grand total of ap­

plicants for these lands were summed 
up. It would be found that the major­
ity was made up of Liberals, with per­
haps a few Socialists. At least it 
was freely ‘ open to all. The govern­
ment had been reducing taxation year 

i by year, and be believed that when the 
■ report of the Taxation Commission was 
; was brought down within the next few 
i days, they would be able to make a till 

further decreases. The member for Al- 
berai spoke of the hardships suffered 
by farmers, but the only farmers he 
had heard to complain were the mem­
bers for Albernl and Newcastle. It 
should be remembered that most of the 
farm lands lay within municipalities 
and the government derived no revenue 

j from them.
I He said the question of better terms j 
% was still a live one. They had received !

already $356,000 in Increased subsidies, 
j and they would leave nothing undone i 
! to secure an equitable and final ad- ; 
} JuHtment.

Regarding Mr. Brewster's statement j 
that the government railway policy was 

j a bait to catch votes, the Premier said 
j he would be always ready tp use a bait j that would settle up waste areas, place 
I thousands of industrious settlers in our 
!- fertile valleys and on the timbered and 
, richiy mineralised hills. He was no 
j fonder of general elections than any­

one else, as they called for a great deal 
of anxious and arduous work, but tar­
ing the ten years the government had 
been in power he had never initiated a , 
general policy unless he had the people 
behind him.

“And If the further development of 
railway construction is necessary," he 
added, “I will go to the country on that 
policy, not aa a belt, but for the Judg-

ilVEN SECOND READING; 
GOES TO COMMITTEE

Premier McBride Replies to Op- 
position Leader, Who Criti- 

| cizes Government's Policy— 
^ Predicts Decrease in Taxes.

■H*v
T” Victoria. Jan. 16.—The MU to validate 
jibe elections in Wards VII and VIII in 

j.'lthe city of Vancouver was introduced 
i to the House by Hon. W. J. Bowser this 
f afternoon and by permission of the 
' House was given second reading, 
j J In moving the second reading the 
■ Attorney-General explained that in the ;
! (Vancouver charter amendments last : 

year provision was made for the admis­
sion of Hastings Townsite and D. L. 
301, but In committee a mistake was 

I made In numbering the aectlona This 
Ljwae discovered after the House had ad- 
| joumed and it left them without machiti- 
! ery for the collection of taxes or pre- 
| ’paration of voters’ lists. The govern- 
j ment decided that they might proceed 
I with the elections and they would bring 
r «down this bill to validate them after- 
||warde. In addition to the aldermen fori 
S jthese wards it affected the bylaws and1 
| rthe mayor and other candidates who had 
; ;bean voted on there. They desired to 
! get the bill through tomorrow so that 

His Honor's consent might be given on 
.’Wednesday and the city of Vancouver 

j * could proceed with its civic business.
The bill was given second reading and 

j Will be considered in committee today.
The debate on the address in reply 

if'i to the speech from the throne was con­
i' tinued by Mr. Brewster and Premier Mc- 
I Bride. Mr. Brewster said at the open- 
f ing that as he was the only Liberal in 

the House he would have to make a 
! large number of speeches during the 
! ; session, so- that he would be brief. He 
^ devoted himself chiefly to an attack on 
I j the government s land policy, which he 

described as no policy, since it consisted 
bj in parting with the choicest lands in 
ga the country to an inner ring of the Con- 

vatlve party In return for services 
m rendered. The only policy possible for 
■Mu» to adopt was the eee advocated by 
■tit Liberals, and this they dare not take 

up for fear of angering their friends.
[ Th» «OT.rrmi.nf. mM rtolwey 

•oiler, he described ee a bait to catch 
Bwtm. white at the atone tkne the «er- 
■Mrhmeni was readr to aaniflce the 
■twain of the proTlnoe te help out Ml- 

way corporations. He attacked the

fTiHrafr ~ ?

ment of the people before making the 
; move. It the poopis do not agree with j 
; me they can turn me out and place 
j my friend, the leader of the oppoet- 
! tlon. In power."

He added that he would deal with the 
whole matter later, showing what had 

! been done in railway construction of 
late and what might be none within 
the next few years if the House ac­
cepted hie suggestion.

"In proposing to submit my railway 
policy to the House, which I hope to do 
within the next two or three weeks, I do 
so with strong faith In the future of 
the country and with a determination 
to implement its progress by the con­
struction of projected and necessary

He promised the member for Alber- 
hl that in these arrangements Van*- 
couver Island would not be forgotten, 
j Thf premier spoke in glowing terms . 
of the Coronation and the treatment 
accorded to the Colonial visitors there. ' 
He also spoke of a recent Interview 
with the Duke of Connaught at Ottawa 
and the promise of His Royal Highness 
that he would pay a visit to British 
Columbia before long. He considered

(the Coronation and the appointment of 
His Royal Highness to be two of the 
moot significant facts in the evolu­
tion of the Imperial idea, and to these 
bad been added the return of Mr. Bor­
den aa Premier of Canada.

He said that a report on the recent 
; visit of Ministers to Ottawa would be 
shortly placed before the House. He 
believed that progress had been made 

• in the accomplishment of their mts- 
‘ «ion. but did not wish anyone to think 
! 5*‘ '**y «*P«=fd-nor. trmn th, Bor-

after last session. raising
of crown lands, as a breach of
tutlonal privilege, since

never been discussed en the floor of]
house by the people’s represenU-

and It shewed no consideration
those who-had purchased land under

existing law. Not only did thej
it part with the best land to

ilators, but when a settler did go
and try to clear up the land they

him on every cent of his im-

He attacked the poll tax and
t the hope that the report of the

would
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the construction of projected and neces­
sary roads." He promised the member 
for Alberni that in these arrangements 
Vancouver Island would not be for- 

■ gotten. . - '■ ' ' ;-V;
THE PREMIER spoke In glowing 

terms of the Coronation and the treat­
ment accorded to the colonial visitors 
there. He also spoke of a recent in­
terview with the Duke of Connaught at 
Ottawa, and the promise of His Royal 
Highness that he would pay a visit to 
British Columbia before long. He con- : 
sidered the Coronation and the appoint- ; 
ment of His Royal Highness to be two ; 
of the most significant facts in the 
evolution of the imperial ideal, and to 
these had been added the return of Mr. ! 
Borden as Premier of Canada.

He said that a report on the recent | 
visit of Ministers to Ottawa would be ; 
shortly placed before the House. He f 
believed that progress had been made : 
in the accomplishment of their mission, • 
but did not wish anyone to think that j 
they expected more from the Borden i 
government than they were legitimately 
entitled to, or than they might have ob­
tained from the Laurier government. 
Touching upon the settlement of the 
Songhees reserve question, the Premier 
spoke also of his conference with Indian j 
chiefs in relation to their.claims on pro­
vincial lands. From his conversation ; 
with them then he believed that if the fj 
Indians were assured of fair treatment I 

: they would be satisfied.
Speaking of the Provincial University, 

he said it was gratifying to know that 
they hoped to be able to^bpen its doors 
in 1913, and when completed it would 
be equal to Toronto or MpGlll.

In conclusion the PÜœMIER dealt 
with the progress made in the mining 
industry, showing that it had been emi- 

I nently satisfactory, especially in coal 
mining.

In the form of a message from His i 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor the bill < 
to validate the election of certain al- i 
dermen and others and the collection » 
of taxes in certain parts of the city of . 
Vancouver was introduced before the 
assembly rose. Purely as a formality 
in accordance with parliamentary pro- j 
cedure In Great Britain, where mes- f 
sages from the King are concerned, 
Hon. Mr. Bowser, Attorney-General, 
moved that the message from His Honor i 
be referred to committee of the whole. | 
The measure was committed with Mr. : 
A. H. B. Macgowan in the chair, was r 
duly reported and the report adopted \ 
and read a first time.

HON. W. J. BOWSER—With the per­
mission of the House I move that the 
rules be suspended and that the s.econd 
reading of the bill take place now. This 
measure is necessary in order that the 
constituted authorities of JM pl^v 6f 
Vancouver may continue their work. 
Last year Vancouver came to the Legis­
lature seeking certain charter amend­
ments and among these there was pro­
vision for the admission of Hastings | 
Townsite and District Lot 301 to the I 
city. The necessary votes of the elect- [ 
ors had been secured but legislation 
was necessary before these districts, 
which had been under provincial ad­
ministration, could become portions of 

i the city of Vancouver. After the bill 
I came to the House in committee a mis­

take was made in the numbering of its 
sections. It was discovered after ths 
House had adjourned and the bill had 
been assented to that although the dis­
tricts had been formally incorporated 1 
in the city there existed, because of the 
improper numbering of the sections, no : 
machinery for assessing or collecting 
taxes or for the preparation of voters' 1 
lists. It was an unfortunate mistake. 
The Government decided that under the 
circumstances the city could proceed 
with its elections gnd we would bring 
down a bill to validate the assessment 
roll and voters’ list. It is necessary to 

e validate the election of two aldermen in 
’ Ward VII and the- same number of al­
dermen in Ward VIIJ; also the election 
of the Mayor, although I might point : 
out that the Mayor was elected by: ~L

majority in the old wards of
jHalttdNljMMiiBiil
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1ER McBRlDE spoke for over/ 
in reply. He scored Mr. Brew- 
harping away on the govern­

ed policy, ' and pointed out that 
ber of pre-emptors coming into 
Columbia had increased fifty 
. luring the past year. Instead 
ig with. schemes of land eettle- 
> government was doing its best 
le for settlers already here by 
roads and schools and increas- 
facillties for transportation, 
ng of the order-in-council rals- j 
>rice of crown lands, he scouted f 
that it was done for the bene- I 
7 Inside ring. He believed that I 
and total of applicants for these 
re summed up it would be found : 
majority was made up of Lib- | 

Ith, perhaps, a few Socialists, 
it was freely open to all. The 
|nt had been reducing taxation f. 
irear, and he believed that when : 
K of the taxation commission | 
Ight down within the next few i 
►y would be able to make still

government s proposed railway 
F described as a bait to catch 
feile at the same time the gov- 
pam ready to sacrifice the credit 
rovince to help out railway cor- 
b He attacked the order-in- 
jpsued by the government after 
lion, raising the price of crown 
li breach of constitutional privi- 
ce it had never been discussed 
loor of the House by the peo- 
resentatives, and it showed no 
ition for those who had pur- 
ipd under the existing law. 
icked the poll tax and expressed i 
! that the report of the tariff' 
Ion would favor its abolition, 
usion he said that the whole 
the Tory party seemed to be 

L tariff lines, which placed the 
if taxation tin those least able 
It in a manner that they knew

1. lo.—The bill to validate 
a Wards VII and VIII in 
ancouver, was introduced j 
lowser this afternoon and ? 
of the House was given 1

n the address in reply to 
m the throne was con- 
Irewster and Premier Mc-

ITER said at the opening 
the only Liberal in the 

ltd be brief. He devoted 
to an attack on the gov- 

{policy, which he described 
ince it consisted in part- 
loicest lands in the coun­
ring of the Conservative 

k,; for services rendered. 
Bpossible for them to 
Kg advocated by the Llb- 
iney dare not take up for 
g their friends.

1 tne question of better terms 
a live one. They had received 
*50,000 in Increased subsidies, 
r would leave nothing undone 
|«n equitable and final adjuet-

r Mr. Brewster's statement 
overnment's railway policy 
to catch votes, the Premier 
aid be always ready to use 
would settle up waste areas, 
ands of industrious settlers 
He valleys and on the tlm- 
Ichly mineralised hills. He 
1er of general elections than 
, ne they called for a great 
loué and arduous work, but 
ten years the government 

l power he had never initi­
al policy unless he had the 
id him.
pie further development of 
«ruction Is necessary," he 
it go to the country on that 
Hgi a bait, but for the judg- 
tpeople before making the 
B people do not agree with

me out and place my
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mately entitled toor 
have obtained from the II 
eminent Touching on th3 
of the Songheea reserve quj

>r Gov*
ttlemeni

land policy. It was Impossible that 
! settlement of the land could be carried 

on in British Columbia as It was in 
Saskatchewan and Alberta. Neverthe­
less the number of pre-emptors coming 
into British Columbia had Increased 
fifty per cent, during the past year. 
Instead of dealing with schemes of land 
settlement, the government was doing 
its beet to provide for settlers already 
here by building roads and schools and 
Increasing the facilities for transpor­
tation.

Speaking of the order-ln-council 
raising the price of crown lands, he 
scouted the Idea that It was done for 
the benefit of any Inside ring. He be­
lieved that If the grand total of ap­
plicants for these lands were summed 
up. It would be found that the major­
ity was made up of Liberale, with per­
haps a few Socialists. At least It

iference
;to their

he be-
aasured!pgP be sat-

.Hon, W. J. Bowser, Attorney
Ë

" ilver- 
know'f,General, Fathers Legislation 

Re Admission of Hastings . 
Townsite and D. L. 301,

that they hoped to be able to 1 
doors SB ISIS end when comi 
would be equal to Toronto or 

In conclusion the Premier <1 
length with the progress madj In She
mining Industry, showing th 
been eminently satisfactory, 

i in coal mining. "«Mmt
Mr. Tisdall moved the a^ 

of the. debate and will speak

GIVEN SECOND READING;
GOES TO COMMITTEE

I He will be followed by Mr. Willli 
.at present the sole representative oi 
ciallsm in the Houee. as MraV j thorn th waite is away In the OldAS 

Itry and will not be back for a w| 
two. |

Premier McBride Replies to Op­
position Leader, Who Criti­
cizes Government's Policy— 

I Predicts Decrease in Taxes.
further decreases. The member for Al­
bs mi spoke of the hardships suffered 
by farmers, but the only farmers ha 
had beard to complain were the mem­
bers for Alberoi and Newcastle. It 
should be remembered that most of the ; 
farm lands lay within municipalities 
and the government derived no revenue 
from them.

He said the question of better terme | 
was still a live one. They bad received f 
already $366,000 In Increased subsidies, 
and they would leave nothing undone ; 
to secure en equitable and final ad- , 
Justment.

Regarding Mr. Brewster's statement ! 
that the government railway policy was * 
a bait to catch votes, the Premier said 
he would be always ready tp use a bait ; 
that would settle up waste areas, place 
thousands of Industrious settler» In our r 
fertile valleys and on the timbered and 
rlchiy mineralised Mile. He wae no 
fonder of general elections than any­
one else, as they called for a great deal : 
of anxious and arduous work, but dur­
ing the ten years the government bad 
been in power he had never initiated a j 
general policy unless be had the people 
behind him.

“And If the further development of 
railway construction is neeeeeary/’ he 
added, *1 will go to the country on that i 
policy, not as a bait, but for the Judg- j

j Victoria, Jan. 16.—The bill to validate 
(the elections in Wards VII and VIII in 

pthe city of Vancouver waa introduced 
I -to the House by Hon. W. J. Bowser this 

afternoon and by permission of the ; 
House was given second reading.

$ In moving the second reading the ! 
Attorney-General explained that in the 
Vancouver charter amendments last’ 
year provision was made for the admis­
sion of Hastings Townsite and D. L.

, .301, but in committee a mistake was 
made In numbering the sections. This 

. :wae discovered after the House had ad­
journed and It left them without machin- 

k ery for the collection of taxes or pre- 
Ç parution of voters' lists. The govern- 
! ment decided that they might proceed 
j with the elections and they would bring 

down this bill to validate them after- 
i .wards. In addition to the aldermen for 
I these wards It affected the bylaws and 
U the mayor and other candidates who had 
; been voted on there. They desired to 
r get the bill through tomorrow so that 

His Honor's consent might be given on 
! -. Wednesday and the city of Vancouver 
; could proceed with its civic business.

r The bill was given second reading and 
s| will be considered in committee today, 
ÿj The debate on the address In reply 
f> to the speech from the throne waa eon- 
j tlnued by Mr. Brewster and Premier Mc- 
' Bride. Mr. Brewster said at the open- 
ji ■ Ing that as he was the only Liberal in 

the House he weald have to make a 
: large number of speeches during the 
j session, ho-that he would be brief. He 

!: -? devoted himself chiefly to an attack on 
[ i the government’s land policy, which he 

described as no policy, since it consisted 
j in parting with the choicest lands In 

j j the country to an inner ring of the Con­
servative party In return for services 

fa1 rendered. The only policy possible for 
H them to adopt was the one advocated by

ment of the people before making the 
move. If the peopie do not agree with j 
me they can turn me out and place l 
my friend, the leader of the opposi­
tion, In power."

He added that he would deal with the 
whole matter later, showing what had
been done In railway construction of 
late and what might be aone within ; 
the next few years if the House ac- • 
cepted ble suggestion.

“In proponing to submit my railway 
policy to the Houee. which I hope to do . 
within the next two or three weeks, I do 1 
so with strong faith In the future of I 
the country and with a determination 
to Implement Un progress by the con­
struction of projected and necessary | 
read*.*

He premised the member for Alber- j 
nl that in these arrangements Van- . 
couver Island would not be forgotten.
' Tbf premier spoke In glowing terms 
ht thé Coronation and the treatment 
accorded to the Colonial visitors there. * 
He also spoke of a recent Interview 
with the Duke of Connaught at Ottawa 
and the promise of His Royal Highness 
that he would pay a visit to British 
Columbia before long. He considered 
the Coronation and the appointment of 
His Royal Highness to be two of the 
meet significant facts In the evolu­
tion of the Imperial Idea, and to theee 
had been added the return of Mr. Bor­
den aa Premier of Canada.

He said that a report on the recent 
visit of Ministers to Ottawa would be 
shortly placed before the Houee. He

1 41..» .........

the Liberals, and this they dare
up for fear of angering their friands.

The government's

it waa ready sacrifice the
lit of the province to help out rail-

corporations. He
order-in-councll,. Issued by the govern-
, ment after last session. raising
price vf crown lands, aa a breach of
constitutional privilege. since
never been discussed en the floor of
the house by the people’s represents
tives, and It showed no consideration
for those who bad purchased land und-
he existing law. Not only did the,

iment part with the beet land to
but when a settler did go

and try to clear up the lend they
him on every cent of his Inv

He attacked the poll tax and ex- 
reseed the Hepe that the report of the 
trlff commission would favor Its 
bolUion. In cohclusion he said that 
» whole owe» * the tro nffir <eem-

beltored that progress bed been mid. 
In th, accomplishment of their mis­
sion, but did net wish snjrons to think 
thot they expected more from the Bor-

then tber

«4*3
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Premier Defends Government Land Policy and Outlines At­
titude Toward Railway Development Through­

out British Columbia,
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the construction of projected and neees- 
sary roads.” He promised the member 
for Alberni that in these arrangements 
Vancouver Island would not

THE PREMIER

Ian. 15. -The bill to validate 
in Wards VII and VIII In 
Vancouver, was introduced 
Bowser this afternoon and 
j| of the House was given glowing

terms of the Coronation and the treat­
ment accorded to the colonial visitors 
there. He also spoke of a recent in­
terview with the Duke of Connaught at 
Ottawa, and the promise of His Royal 
Highness that -he would pay a visit tb 
British Columbia before long.

>n the address in reply to 
»m the throne was con- 
Brewster and Premier Mc-

; Uni ver­
so know 
n»en its

the Provincial $ 
it was gratifying^ 
ed to be able to 

and when corn) 
al to Toronto or 
>n the Premier c 
he progress madj 
ry, showing thaj 
y satisfactory, e

MO|»8TER said at the opening 
••^eVVas. the only Liberal in the 
be Would be brief. He devoted 

to an attack on the gov- 
^eland policy; which he described 
'Olicy, since it consisted in part- 
fctbe choicest lands in the coun- 
KhMHh* ring of the Conservative 

for services rendered, 
possible for them to 

Kfi|g|||he advocated by the Llb- 
M^tnB they dare not take up for 
♦ngering their friends. 
SÉevemment s proposed railway 
SI. described as a bait to catch 
Ihile at the same time the gov- 
|Was ready to sacrifice the credit 
ftovince to lielp out railway cor- 
i«k He" attacked the order-in- 
[fpsued by the government after 
Bon, raising the price of crown 
|a breach of constitutional privi- 
lice it had never been discussed 
floor of the House by the peo- 
bresentatlves, and it showed no 
iation for those who had pur- 
and under the existing law. 
hacked the poll tax and expressed 
e that the report of the tariff 
lion would favpr Its abolition, 
luston he said that the whole 
f the Tory party seemed to be 
» tariff lines, which placed the 
of taxation on those least able 
,lt in a manner that they knew

He con- 1
sidered the Coronation and the appoint­
ment of His Royal Highness to be two ; 
of the most significant facts in the ; 
evolution of the imperial ideal, and to 
these had been added the return of Mr. ! 
Borden as Premier of Canada.

He said that a report on the recent ; 
visit of Ministers to Ottawa would be ; 
shortly placed before the House. HO ! 
believed that progress had been made ' 
In the accomplishment of their-mission, ' 
but did hot wish anyone to think that 
they expected more from the Borden 
government than they were legitimately 
entitled to, or than they might have ob­
tained from the Laurier government. 
Touching upon the settlement of the 
Songhees reserve question, the Premier 
spoke also of his conference with Indian 
chiefs in relation to their,claims on pro­
vincial lands. From hie conversation 
with them then he believed that if the 
Indians were assured of fair treatment 
they would be satisfied.

Speaking of the Provincial University, 
he said it was gratifying to know that 
they hoped to tie able to"~bpen its doors 
in 1813, and when completed it would 
be equal to Toronto or MpGlll.

In conclusion the PREMIER dealt 
with the progress made in the mining 
industry, showing that it had been emi­
nently satisfactory, especially in coal 
mining.

In the form of a message from His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor the bill 
to validate the election of certain al­
dermen and others and the collection 
of taxes in certain parts of the city of 
Vancouver was introduced before the 
assembly rose. Purely as a formality

atH
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LIER McBRIDE spoke for over A 
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id policy, and pointed out that I 
her of pre-emptors coming into I 
Columbia had increased fifty f 
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ig with schemes of land settle- 
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■ht down within.ithe next few 
K would be able to make still

the question of better terms 
give one. They bad received 
60.000 in increased subsidies, 
would leave nothing undone 
in equitable and final adjust-

f Mr. Brewster's statement 
iovernmenVs railway policy 
m catch votes, the Premier 
gd be always ready to use 
Would settle up waste areas, 
gods of industrious settlers 
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dealing with the expenditure of money 
were affected by the votes In the new 

| wards and these It is necessary to vali­
date. The same may be said of school 
trustees, licence commissioners amd 
park commissioners. It is desirable 
that a bill should be proceeded with 

r tomorrow and that the assent of Hie 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor to the 
measure should be secured on Wednes­
day, as the city of Vancouver cannot 
^transact any business till His Honor 
acts. ''

The bill was given its second read- 
and It will be committed today.

MR. BREWSTER. In rising to con­
tinue the debate on the address in re­
ply to the Speech from the Throne, 
complimented the mover and seconder 
on the eloquence with which they had 
acquitted themselves, and also con­
gratulated Mr. Speaker Eberts on the 
Improved condition of health which al- 
owed him again to attend to his duties. 
Referring to the Coronation, he was 
glad to see that the Premier and the 
Attorney-General, who had represented 
the province, had returned in safety. 
They might feel sure that British Col- 
umbia had been properly repreeented at 
that magnificent gathering. "Though, of 
course." he added, "it has been disap­
pointing to myself and other members 
mf this House, that I am not able to 
address the Premier across the floor of 
the House as 'Sir Richard,* but pos­
sibly that will come at a later day. (Ap­
plause).

"One matter of a more serious nature, 
which I regret did not find a place in 
the Speech from the Throne, was the 
death of our old and esteemed friend. 
Colonel Wolfenden, the King*» Printer.
I dm very pleased, however, that the 
mover of the «Mrees (Mr. Watson) took 

|4t upon himeelTto comment in a proper 
roahner on his services to this province. 
An old gentleman, courteous to all, and 
who treated ^11 alike, and who, owing 
to the ability he brought to bear on his 
work, won the esteem of every member 
of the House, I would be pleased to 
join In any resolution extending the 
sympathy of the House to his family 
and friends.

"Now, as to the position of the Lib­
eral party on the floor of the House, 
as there is only one member to do all 
the talking I am not going to inflict a 

^ J lengthy address on the House this af- 
1 temoon. I must remember that in the 

position in which I am placed I shall 
have to make a good number of at­
tempts at speechmaking on the floor 
during the session."

MR. BREWSTER continued that 
among other important events to the 
Empire, and especially to Canada, dur­
ing the past year, was the appointment 
of His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Connaught as Governor-General of the 
Dominion. He considered it a great 
honor to the Dominion and would Join 
with pleasure In an address to him as 

i suggested In the Speech from the 
; Throne. A matter of Importance to 
- the Empire and the Dominion, but more 
i particularly to the Province of British 
| Columbia and the district be bed the 

honor to represent, was the completion 
of the E. 8c N. Railway to the terminal 
point at Port Alberni on the west coast 
of Vancouver Island. This railway, 
subsidised by the Dominion Govern­
ment, marked the extension of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway system to 
that coast, but they needed other Im­
provements to keep pace with the tre­
mendous stride» in development that 
were being made in that section, and he 
warned the First Minister and the Min­
ister of Public Works that great de­
mands would be made upon them for 
Toads and other improvements to keep 
pace with the tremendous growth. One 
of these roads that he had brought 
many times to the attention of the 
Government was one fron^ Alberni along 

il the central lakes districts, and out to 
jr beautiful Long Peach, which would in 

- j future be one of tke greatest pleasure 
resorts in British Columbia. Another 
was needed to connect Btrathcona Park 
with the settled portions of Vancouver 
Island. Unless these matters were at­
tended to he warned the First Minister 
and the Minister of Public Works that 

must expect some strenuous lnter-

"As for the Speech from the Throne 
itself," continued the speaker, “It Is 
more remarkable for what is omitted 
than for what ie presented. One thing 
we find le that the financial condition 
of the province Ie repreeented as having 
a great surplus of about lie.OOe.MO, 
and we find that of that amount the 
revenue tax has contributed over a 
third of a million dollars. This revenue 
tax has been attacked on toe floor of 
this House many times. It has been 
pointed out as unjust and unscientific, 
a* It does not bear upon people accord­
ing to their ability to pay. It Is one 
of those arbitrary taxes for which 
there is no Just reason. It takes the 
poor man, as well as the wealthy, by 
the throat and makes him disgorge hie 
|3. This tax has been denounced I» 
this House by a man who was formerly 
a member of the Government, and who 
la still regarded hy Conservatives and 
Liberals alike as a very able and astute 
financier.

"Then again we find among the next 
items that go to make up this surplus, 
that of land sales, and in connection 
with they land sales we find some­
thing that should have been considered 
in tile, gppoc.h from the Throne, that is

'

a land policy, but we do not find any 
land policy mentioned. It was only last ; 
session that the members of this House 
who follow the First Minister 
were loud in their praises of | 
the new Minister of Lands who had 
been appointed. They said he 
would bring to bear on his duties a 
great fund of knowledge and tremen­
dous mental weight, and they expected 
him to bring down a land policy that 
would make not only for the good of 
the province, but for the people at* 
large. I look in vain for any mention :
Of this land policy In the Speech from'
the Throne. Indeed, If press reports 
can be taken with any confidence at 
all. Instead of a land policy we are 
likely to drift Into something worse 
than ever before. I notice from these 
reports that certain titled persons from.1 
the Old Land are likely to purchase!
nrge tracts with a view to establishing 

* tenancy of landlord policy |„ th,.
province. If this Is the case ,lt Is cef- 
tainly a great recommendation for the 
Honorable First Minister for Ills 

-shrewdness and farsightedness and 
clear statesmanship—if he will allow 
to be placed on this province, the one 
province hi Canada where we should 
be free from it, a system of this kind. 
With the cries of the people of the Old j 
Country rising against this system, that 
the honorable gentleman should allow 
it to take place here Is almost unbeliev- j 
able.

_ _ —m * Buiiesinuiue i
policy that will eventually bring this 
province to a foremost place in agricul­
ture, the Jingle of the present dollar 4 
that falls Into the treasury from the 
sale of public lands, makes them blind 
to anything else. As a matter of fact 
we have no land policy, and for very 1 
good reason» The first Is that It a 
proper policy were put upon the statute 
books my honorable friend would not 
have the opportunity of doling out to 
the Inside ring of his party, those who 
help to elect him and hia friends to this 

I House, certain choice portions of this 
province. They would find that the 
man who la shouting for them at the 
present day might lose his ardor and 
they would have fewer supporters in 
this House. Another reason ie that L * 
when all is said and done they have no 
other policy to advance except that 
which has been advocated by the Lib- - 
•ral party for many years in the past.
Tes, even the astute premier who 
smiles at that remark, can find nothing j 
better. It is true It doea not fit In ! . ? 
with his political ideas and so when 
the question was considered by the 
Minister of Lands he either had to 
adçpt that policy or leave It alone." I M

'



Brewster continued that the Gov­
ern was fond of appealing to the 

i on t£e basis that it was a stable 
nent and did not shift around, 

last year when they had just 
id, when the land policy had 

en discussed on the floor of the 
, with no intimation of any vital 
i, and without taking the people 

*d into consideration, overnight, 
ieen two days, came forth an order- 

ncll raising the price of land, and , 
g in a bad position many who 
ken up their land under the exist­
er. What was the cause? Was it 

ttufjjjt friends of the government had se- 
1 all they wanted, that the choicest j 
ngs bad been taken, and raising

r
ice on what remained would add a ■ 
value to these first holdings?

Df course there was no discussion 
s on the floor of the House,” con- 
the speaker, "and it is a fact, an \

. fact, that so far as the majority 
i followers of the Premier and his 

les are concerned it would be 
well for them to take It into 

hands and pass everything, by 
!er-ln-councll, for there has not been 
' objection, nor is it likely there will 
to any acta emanating from the 
oleon of the party who sits across 

> floor of the House. It is true that 
of the Premier sits nearly the 

a House, but It is also true that 
are at least two members who 
the right to question and discuss 

s matters, and demand that at least 
i notice be given before any such 

nges are made."
continued that the member fqfc 

ouver (Mr. Watson) said the other 
that in a few years there would 

no more, free land, and then with 
autiful consistency had turned 
■ound and said that the Hon. Minister 
' Lands had still toy quantity of land 

the pre-emptor or the purchaser.; ; 
could assure him that the greater 
of these lands had already passed 
the hands of those who could at * 

beet use them for political ends, 
nd what was ^eft to give to the actual 
lettler would not amount to a very 
eat deal. Of course he did not say 
at all the good land in British Coluni- 
a was taken up. It was a vast terrl- 

»b', but those seçtions which were in 
£uch a position as to be readily trans­
ferred had been acquired by those who 
sere supposed to make the best use of 
hem for their Conservative friends, and 
hat which was left would raise blisters 
nd backaches from those who under- 
»ok its development.
The member for Vancouver had also 1 

>ferred to the Imports and exports of 
ie province, and the only sound like 
groan he had heard from him was 

hen he said that thp agriculture im-S%SP; 
ortK of British Columbia came to 
rer $14,000,000 a year. It was an 
nuslng thing that a supporter of the; 
overnment should have brought this 
» the attention of the people, since * 

certainly reflected no credit on the, 
vernment. It was one condition

t
hich the policy of the Liberal party 
ould have eliminated. The present 
ivemment had allowed the land specu- 
or to come on and take hie profit 
m the actual settler before he could i. 
a spade into the soil. Yet the mem- 
for Vancouver himself, sat behind 
Premier, whose Government had' 

it about that condition, 
the Speech from the Throne,” he ■

•there Is In this connection one 
.ble omission, and that Is that the 
:bone Industry of agriculture wlth- 
which we will become a very weak 

.pie Indeed, ie not even mentioned. Poe- 
> the Premier would Obt like to have 

much agriculture going on. because 
îe solidly settled agricultural db- 

the speculator would not thrive 
rell as in a virgin country such as : * 
sh Columbia is today.** '* >

Brewster continued that 
lev down in the Speech he found 
Taxation Commission mentioned, 
the member for Vancouver (Mr. [ 
ion) had referred to it as an evl- i 

of the solicitude of the Govern- 
for the welfare of the people. The 

irt of the Commission was not yet 
e the House, and he had been un­
to attend its sittings as he was : 
sr away, but he surmised that one - 

ts recommendations would be the’ 
lltlon of that unrichtM,» 1-

V

/, *

I like to e

that unrighteous and un­
tax. Another thing he 

e the readjust­
ee province. |

from! 
lands, j

Otie of the fifst resolutions he had in­
troduced in the House had been along 
that line. What position were we in?
On the one hand we had to import $14 - 
000.000 of agricultural products annual­
ly, and on the other hand if a settler 
went on the land, cut down the trees 
and grubbed away at the roots and put 
up buildings, along came the assessor 
and fjned him for It. It surely could 
not be too much to ask that the Gov­
ernment, with Its bursting treasury, 
should take from the back .of that work- 
er^ the burden they had placed upon It.

* don't doubt," said the speaker, 
"that in all their considerations in mat­
ters of taxation, the policy which the 
Conservative party had always favored 
of making the person who bears most 
of the burdens of this world to bear 
the greatest portion of the burdens of 
taxation also, I mean the Conservative 

j policy of tariff, was not dealt with by 
this Commission. At least I would be 

i very much surprised if it were. Of : 
course they will have the usual excuse <. 
that ft is a Federal matter. That is a ' 
neat little scheme. We should tax a 
man according to his wealth or poverty, ; «•* 
but that would not suit the Tory party. 
They say, ‘We are men of means, and 
that means that we shall have to bear 
the whole burden, and the workingman j 
down there pay nothing. So many of | 
our supporters are of the richer class,
«pnd we must take care of them.* So ! 
they took the Hamilton idea and called 
it tariff. I regret that the Commission 
did not take up this question, which is 
the greatest burden on the people of 
Canada at the present day; but there 
will come a time when thére will be a 
demand that a more equitable system 
shall be adopted.”

HON. MR McPHlLLiPS. "What did 
they say on the 21st of September.”

MR. BREWSTER. "They said, when 
blinded by sentiment that was not 
backed up by an argument or statement 
of fact, that until further enlightened 
they wene going to allow an Adminis- j 
tration by Conservatives. This argu­
ment does not sit well on my honorable 
friend the President of the Council. 
After all, what was the Taxation Com­
mission? It was simply, like the Uni­
versity Commission, an attempt to ( 
throw off the shoulders of the Govern­
ment a disagreeable task and place It l 
on the Commission."

"My friend from Vancouver, always 
very eloquent and pleasing to listen to, 
waxed even more eloquent than usual 
over the result of the pilgrimage made 
by the Premier and other members of 
the Cabinet to Ottawa. I saw from the 
papers, that not only has the royalty, 
the leaders of the Conservative party, 
made pilgrimages to Ottawa, but many 
other members of the Conservative 
party have done so, as if their 
faith in the wisdom of Mr. Borden 
Is not sufficient and they must 
advise him. I notice in the Speech 
from the Throne some mention made 
of a satisfactory adjustment with .thç 
Dominion Government. What does it 
mean? Some members of the House 
last year were convinced that the Dom­
inion Government stood in thf way of 
keeping out Orientals from this prov­
ince, and we had the Natal Act from 
the Attorney-General In season and out 
of season, and so If a satisfactory ar- 
rangement has been made I suppose 

| that In a few days we shall have the 
Natal Act again presented. It will be 
passed, and as we have now no bad 
Grits at Ottawa to interfere with it, we 
shall have a country where we can eas­
ily deal with Oriental immigration. 
Again there came to my mind seme oc­
currences just before the election. 
There was a cry of better terms, which 
meant increased subsidies for Brtiish 
Columbia and handing over to the prov­
ince many other things which the 
Dominion claimed the right to adminis­
ter. This Better Terms question is one 
that you can hear at any Conservative 
meeting in B. C. All you have to do is 
to conjure up a picture of the Premier 
making his grandstand play before the 
Premiers from the other provinces at 
Ottawa, and they will think we were 
badly abused; but now, as the member 
for Vancouver said, the dark days are 
over, now we are to have Better Terms, 
we are to have a Natal Act. we are to 
have control of the fisheries, the ad­
ministration of lands in Peace River 
and control of lands in the railway 
belt. I fall to find much of this men-



j While this may be a benefit in doing 
; away with conflict in administration 
! and allowing of the readier development 
! of these lands, when the order-ln-coun- 

. cil is read before the House, I think we 
will find that if there should be any 
moneys accruing over and above the ex­
pense of administration they will • go 

' right back to Ottawa, so that it does not 
look as if these pilgrimages made so 
far have accomplished a great deal.'1 

| Mr. Brewster continued that it was 
of course necessary that attention 

1 should be called to these matters, and 
the most should be made of them, as a 
report had gone forth that there was 
to be an election before long, so that 
it should go forth to the Conservative 

from the highest to the low-

Tory speech, and is easily discerned, 
and that Is that the few shall have and 
the masses shall toll. (Applauae>.

"i feel sure/* said PREMIER McDUIDE 
upon rising, and after the outburst of 
applause had subsided which greeted Ills 
motion to continue the debate, "that the 
members of our legislature have fol­
lowed the criticism of my friend, the 
member for Albernl, as I have, with 
more than ordinary interest. We have 
had the opportunity before of listening 
to that gentleman In his now very res­
ponsible role as Liberal party leader 
during three sessions past, In his criti­
cism of the Government of today, and I 
feel that I can term his effort of this 
afternoon creditable to him in a super­
lative degree. Considering the limited 
numerical strength of his party in the 
House at present and the other disad­
vantages under which lie labors, I think 
that all members of the House will 
agree with me that he has today acquit­
ted himself heroically. Before proceed­
ing to deal with certain of the observa­
tions of my friend, I desire to refer ap­
preciatively to the very bright, crisp 
and interesting addresses on Friday 
afternoon, in moving and seconding the 

I reply, by the Hon. the second member 
for Vancouver and the member for Yale. 
We all followed their remarks very 
"closely, and we all must have coroe to 
the one opinion that in these two gentle­
men the Legislature of this country pos­
sesses two members who are both active 
and exceedingly able men. With res­
pect to whgt was said by the hon. mem­
ber for Vancouver city, one is not sur­
prised at the breadth and statesmanship 
displayed In his remarks, remembering 
that he comes to this House as the re­
presentative of one of the woiyier com­
mercial centres of the world. We must 
also bear in mind that in the district of 
Yale recent development has been 
strongly marked and most satisfactory 
with regard not only to the mining In­
dustry but also to that of agriculture, 
and the very timely references made by 
the representative of Yale district to 
these two Industries stamped him as a 
man who Is trying to follow and to assist 
in the development that is taking place 
today by every means in his power and 
with all the large ability at hie com-

“Coming back to the remarks of my 
friend the member for Albernl, I must 
again tender him my sincere congratu­
lations upon the general excellence of 
his address. Of course, however, he 
had to present once more the threadbare 
indictment epitomized in the question 
that we have heard from him before, 
•Where ie the Government's land policy? 
That is an old, old cry. Despite the 
progress which is apparent on every 
hand and the progressive development 
which every resident df this favorite, 
Province must recognize and appreciate,' 
his attitude is unchanged. With respect 
to this land policy of the Government 
the workers, the agriculturists, the busi­
ness men of the country, have, when 
the opportunity of elections has pre­
sented Itself, shown themselves the first 
to come to the endorsement of this ad­
ministration and its policy whenever the 
course of the Government has been sub­
mitted to the Jury of the electorate for 
its consideration. Instead of harping 
away on this one old string, Instead of 
attempting to depreciate the efforts 
which are being put forth continually
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est, through game wardens, constables 
and other officials, that British Colum­
bia will get all It can expect, simply 
because there has been a change of gov­
ernment at Ottawa. . One change in 
policy has been hinted at, and that was 
a railway policy which it was stated 
that his hon. friend the Premier was 
to bring down that session as a bait 
to catch the voter and retain himself 
In power for another term.

“I don’t know what that policy Is,” 
aald Mr. BREWSTER, "but when the 
papers come down and we have an op­
portunity to study them, I will tell the 
House what I think of its mérita and 
démérita I presume the Provincial 
Government is again going to place its 
credit at tHe disposal of a corporation 
that might obtain it in the common

He next took up the subject of the 
Songhees' Reserve. He was glad the 
question had been settled and the In- 

j dians removed, though they might have 
; been removed years ago. There had 

been nothing in the way only that the 
Premier did not see that there was any 
political kudos in it for him if there 
had been a settlement at that time, but 
just as soon as the Premier saw there 
was some advantage for him it was 
done. In 1908 Mr. Pedley, of the De- 

v partment of Indian Affairs, came out 
; here for the purpose of settling it with 

the government in order that there 
might be no conflict over the question 
of reversionary righto. He believed 

1 that correspondence passed in which the 
government was to give up any rever­
sionary rights and the city of Victoria 
was to receive 43 acres of that Son­
ghees reserve. At that time the land 

: was of little value, but now It was set- 
1 tied there was some value to It, but 
] there was a string on the gold brick, 
| and as soon as it was presented It was 
I pulled back again, and now if the city 
3/Of Victoria wanted the land they had
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a fewBrewster "I want to sum 
of the matters placed before 
Speech from the Throne and the replies 

•jef the mover and seconder of the ad- 
!,dress. First, as men honestly desiring 
s to legislate for the benefit of British 
| Columbia, we should look to other coun- 
j tries and see how all these matters 
:| work out. We find that throughout the 
i whole world there Is a movement that 
j will eventually reach British Columbia, 
and he who has toiled and borne the 
burden will claim his share in the gov­
ernment. In Great Britain at present 
there are more reforms in view and 
more demand for a voice In the legisla­
tion of the country than at any other 
time. In Germany democracy is forcing 

j the classes into the corner, and even in 
sections of the world wethe eastern 

find unrest. We find old China, after 
sleeping for thousands of years, now 
shaking herself and awakening, and 
very soon she will become a great wofld 
power. And, sir, while looking at China, 
dead so long to the interests of the 
modem world. I can even have hopes 
that this Conservative party, Just as 
dead, will wake up and shake Itself 
and realize that It is here for some 
purpose. What do we find in the 
Speech from the Throne? Any help for

thelimmmm
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~IÏ Government instead ot thus 
scientifically studying the necessities 
of the situation, arising from the con­
ditions of the country, we are to go 
blindly ahead with some scheme of 
land settlement such as my friend from 
Albernt has doubtless read about in 
some book it is not very difficult to 
realize the reshlt that might accrue 
to the disadvantage of British Colum­
bia. We have every reason to be proud 
of our land policy and also of the man­
ner in which the people of British 
Columbia have stood by us whenever 
an appeal has been made to them for 
endorsement of the course of the gov­
ernment, of which the land policy of 
necessity forms a part. In the pro­
motion of land settlement not only do 
we try to provide for facilities of com­
munication in the way of railway and 
trunk roads, but we endeavor at the 
same time when the settler comes in to 
provide markets for, his products and 
facilities for the education of his 
children fully equal ,to what he would 
have had had he remained in the 
Motherland or-in the Eastern provinces 
of this Canadian Dominion. The broad 
policy of encouraging beneficial colon­
ization by the making of railways and 
roads, the provision of markets and the 
establishment of public schools is un­
questionably one to the credit of this 
province; and I warrant you that when 
the final census returns are available 
my friend from Alberni will be greatly 
delighted to find how the agricultural 
population of British Columbia has 
increased and the superior provi­
sions to which the farming 
industry has attained. We have not, 
perhaps, been able to do everything that 
the most exacting critic might ask of 
us, but considering the conditions of 
British Columbia, its topography and 
configuration, the heavily-timbered na­
ture of a considerable portion of our 
lands, etc., we have, I think, managed 
to go far in the settlement ôf oùr lands 
in a manner profitable to British Colum­
bia and creditable to the Dominion and 
to the Empire.

“My friend from" Alberni thought fit 
to make a very pointed reference in 
respect to the passage of a certain 
Order-in-Councll providing for an in­
crease in the price of Crown land, and 
asked the House to believe that thht 
Order-in-Council was rendered neces-

pi of the greater portion of Brit- 
loiumbia when properly brought 
Pçultivation may be fairly said to* 
^quailed or unsurpassed the world 
in its productivity. But the con- 
18 are very different here than 
^ applying to the development of 
Ends of the prairie provinces,
I were undoubtedly in my friend’s 
when he was speaking today, 

rould ask him whether or not he 
tted us to take him seriously in his 

to the unscrupulous act- 
land speculators in this 

Has he not been during 
p past one of those continually 
unqualifiedly supporting with both 
hi the Liberal party of the Domin­

ion of Canada, which has done more for 
j the assistance of land speculators to 
phe deterlment of the public interests 
Bhan perhaps any other government 
Sljhich Canada has ever known? Has 
fH| forgoten the Saskatchewan land 
jdéal, may 1 ask? He comes here and 
prefers against this Government this 
specific indictment with respect to land 
jg*Bulatlon, and yet he is himself one 
;4®the men in Canada supporting with 
jjipth ‘hands an administration respon­
sible for such a bargain—I use the word 
H^all charity—as the Saskatchewan 
tied deal. Perhaps no one is so well 
qualified to deal with the subject of 
suCh ‘speculation’ as one who has been 

jsc? long associated as he with the Liber­
ia party in Canada. What speculation 
Huld be more open to censor that that 
Etiich we find has been systematically 
■Bulged in in connection with our own 
■aheries? Do we not find food for the 
■lost serious consideration in the man­
lier in which fishery rights and inter­
ests in British Columbia have been sys­
tematically farmed out by the Liberal 
barty of Canada? Having regard to 
ahese things it would seem that there 
ns no man more qualified to address 
the House and the country on the sub- 
aect of iniquitous speculation than one 
iwho acknowledges the same allegiance 
to the Liberal party as my friepd oppo­
site.

With regard to land policy of the 
Government it is perhaps scarcely 
necessary for me to repeat that our 
land policy is making for the sub­
stantial development of the country 
and that, under it, we would do and 
are doing what we can to restrict specu­
lation, and if possible to prohibit specu­
lation or the speculator in connection 
with the utilization of the Crown 
lands of British Columbia. We have 
at the present time an excellent credit 
and we propose keeping that credit 
strong so that our opportunities and

should this not be so? The law says 
that a man can bujr these lands or 
pre-empt them. We. are here to admin­
ister these lands in the public behalf.
Here again my friend seems to have 
suffered through contact with 'an in­
side ring/ We in the Conservative party 
do not know what It 1» to have any in­
side ring. The Conservative party 
stands today, as it has always stood, 
for favors to none and equal rights for 
all. (Applause).

"In connection with my friend's ref­
erence to the matter, I am very glad to 
be able to say With reference to the 
demise of the Ipte King's Printer, that 
I waa permitted to see Colonel Wolf- 

.enden very shortly before -he passed 
away. I shall never forget the long 
and pleasant and most satisfactory re­
lation which during so many years ex­
isted between that courteous gentleman 
and most efficient public officer and 
the verloM «oyerBmeat» _»urtn« Me
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long years of service In British Colum 
bia. I had been privileged to enjoy his 
acquaintance since the early days. As 

civil servant his place was an im­
portant one and was ably filled. And 
because of his seal and hie steadiness 

( as a servant of the Crown, ills Majesty 
King Edward had seen fit to bestow 
upon him the Imperial Service Order, 
which was duly presented by His Hon­
or the Lieutenant-Governor. This honor 
was no more a recognition of his des­
serts than a recognition of his mérita 
and upon his decease a special Issue of 
"The Gasette" was issued announcing 
his regretted death, he having been un­
til that day King's Printer and publish­
er of the first an all official gaxette 
in the Province of British Columbia.

"Now, as to what my friend has said 
with regard to taxation matters: It
will be well, perhaps, to defer any ex­
tended discussion of this subject until 

> the report is presented to the House of 
, the Royal Commission, to which was 

entrusted the special Investigation of 
alf matters connected with assessments 
and the incidents of taxation through­
out the province. In the appointment 
of that commission the Government 
was fortunate in securing the services 
of two very prominent British Colum- 

’ Mans to assist my colleagues, the 
! Finance Minister and the President of 

the Council. I refer to Mr. C. H. 
Lu grin of Victoria and Mr. W. H. Mal­
kin of Vancouver. We have this to our 
credit as a government that whenever 
and wherever we have found it neces­
sary and expedient to appoint a com- 

1 mission to investigate any special 
j problems presenting themselves for 
our consideration, we have had from 
those commissions well studied and 

| practical reports upon which subse­
quently valuable and beneficial legls-

y
- 1 atlon has been based. As instances in 

point I may refer to the previous com- 
, mission on taxation, to the commission 
1 on Insurance matters, and to the com­

mission upon the selection of a univer­
sity site for British Columbia. 
We are all aware of the work 
of, these past commissions and 

5 of the nature of their reports 
and of what has followed their recep­
tion based upon them. When I refer 
today to the report soon to be presented 
to the House as a result of the opera­
tions of the taxation commission, I do 
so with full assurance that good, sound, 
useful legislation will tn due course 
follow as a result of the investigations 
recently conducted by this tribunal. 
These special economic conditions with 
which the government, the tax collec­
tor, must deal, have been thoroughly 
gone into, the comraissionere travelling 
to all parts Of the province in order 
that the most complete and authorita­
tive data might be obtained and the 

- soundest conclusions arrived at in re­
spect to the special problem under ex­
amination. I understand from my col­
league. the finance minister, who was 
chairman of this commission, that in 
a very few days he hopes to be able to 
present through His Honor thé Lieu­
tenant-Governor, the commission's re­
port to this House for its consideration.

"My friend has said much with re­
spect to the attitude of'the government 
towards the farmer. I well remember in 
1904, when we were obliged to increase 
taxation generally and it incidentally 
became necessary for us to ask the 
farmers for a larger contribution than 
they had been previously paying toward 
the revenues of the country, how we 
were accused as enemies of the farmer

I
 and held up to abuse for our treatment 
of him. And I remember well that when 
we then went to the farmers for their 
assistance how they turned out the Lib­
erals and returned good Tories in their 
place. The farmers appreciated the 
situation as it existed, and stood by us 
and the country patriotically. Since 

| then, happily, we have been able to re- 
j duce taxation on a graduated scale, and 

, :/j I believe that when we have had the 
report of the Taxation Commission laid 

- before us we shall be able to come to 
this House and recommend still further 

■>>j decreases. But the farmers are not 
jjg? Complaining; the only one farmer that 

/ "C I have beard saying very much with re- 
£ gard to the burden of taxation is my 

I , £ friend, the member for Alberni — and 
perhaps, too. the member for Newcastle. 
Of all the farmers of British Columbia 
these two appear to be the only ones , 

*who feel themselves unjustly dealt with, 
others sre not complaining. To 
great extent our farm lands lie I. 

the boundaries of munlclpalltlei

I
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and we have nothing to do with the re­
venues from farming lands except where 
these He in unorganised1 districts.

It Is interesting to note In this con­
nection the general disposition of those 
interested when any question of muni- 
clpal incorporation presents Itself. Hav­
ing had experience of provincial admin­
istration of their Interests, you will a! 
ways find the people concerned pausing 
to very seriously consider the question 
as to whether it Is wise for them to go 
out from the government and adopt 
a municipal form of government. As 
a general thing it is our practice to 
accord home rule whenever It is asked 
Tor. But it Is Worthy of remark that 
whenever a proposal to incorporate a 
municipality comes up those in the In­
terested districts think a long time and 
seriously before they endorse the change 
from provincial control. No, the farmer 
stands for a moment and aaks himself 
very seriously if it i, <0r the best, be-

for «me reason or otb.r be doe, 
not like to leave the province, thaf'iir- 
direct provincial administration.

My friend from Alberni said a whole 
lot In regard to tariffs and protection. 
Was he still in his humorous vein? Had 
he forgotten that during fifteen years 
or more he had loyally supported the 
Laurier government in its policy of 
free trade In name but protection in 
reality and practice? If he looked over 
the latest election returns he will find 
that the farmers of this country ex­
pressed themselves as pretty well sat­
isfied with Conservative treatment in 
the past, and with what they may ex­
pect to receive from the Conservative 
party in the future.

“Now, with regard to better terms:
My friend from Alberni appears to have 
overlooked ttie fact that the unanimous 
vote of this House has been recorded 
In endorsement and confirmation of the 
position which I took at Ottawa. He 
seems to have forgotten that if we were 
to measure in monetary terms the con­
sideration which wé asked it would be 
expressed ss one million dollars .About 
$350,000 we have already received in In­
creased subsidy. As one of the results 
of the action taken by this legislature 
and at Ottawa we secured an offer of 

million dollars, which 'we refused 
to accept, protecting that refusal by an 
appeal to the home authorltlèa on the 
matter of better terme. Our claim for 
a more equitable arrangement with the 
Dominion la therefore In just aa good a 
position, aa live an Issue as ever, and 
in bringing pressure to bear upon the 
Government at Ottawa with a view to 
securing a Anal settlement In this con­
nection it is our determination to leave 
nothing undone In order to obtain a 
complete and final adjustment which 
will be thoroughly equitable to alt in­
terest concerned and meet with the un­
qualified approval of the people of Brit­
ish Columbia.

• Now with regard to the water ques­
tion: We have not measured «he return 
in dollars and cents which the Province 
ia likely to get through administration 
of the wafer in Dominion lands. -That 
administration is properly a purely 
local or domestic question, and the pro­
per place for its disposal la here^nd not 
at Ottawa, three thousand miles away. 
What is good for the people of British 
Coulmbla In other portions of the Pro­
vince should be good for the rest of 
those who live within the boundaries of 
the Province. We had made the eame 
appeals in regard to this matter to the 
last Government, but with very little 
success. When we went to Ottawa on 
the lest occasion, the Attorney-Geoeral, 
the Minister of Lande and I met with 
Hon. Mr. Rogers and the Prime-Minister 
of Canada, and after a conference ©« a 
few hours with them were ab|$ to leave 
the Parliament Buildings at the Nation 
al Capital with an assurance that our 
proposals would and should be taken up. 
It Is expected that an Act will very 
shortly be brought down providing tor 
our administration of this water. The 
terms of agreement are now being con­
sidered by the Department at Ottawa 
and the Attorney-General here, and ao 
soon aa the text of a memorandum''of 
agreement le decided upon Its details 
will be laid before this House, 
while, it la scarcely necessary for me to 
emphasise how important this matter is, 
meaning almost the life of the 
within the railway belt and the pi 
lty of the people who there have 
homes and their interests. The 1
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! the lands ot CKe"2fry belt" has j 

hntly begun to obtain full recog- 
tod the Kamloops and adjacent 
|are only now Just coming into 

Millions of money will be 
| to provide irrigation facilities.

adequate development, and 
I more millions wfM be necessary 
f to provide all necessary facilt- 

the development of these 
Ve are on the spot, in the best 

JK to advance the utilization of 
these lands and the development of 
their full productiveness. At the pre- 

it is not my intention to make 
ji passing reference to this 

In consequence of the Privy 
decision with regard to water 

1thIn the railway belt, many 
have arisen , involving very 

ble hardship which can only be 
by careful and uniform, action 

le Province will take at the first 
tty.
inection with the large excess 

>rts over production in agricul- 
iroduce, which was referred
iy the member for Yale and also | 
second member for Vancouver, £. 

it must not be overlooked that re- j 
to population a similar excess j 
ited for many years. Recently | 

more marked by reason of J 
ter inrush of population, par- | 

ly as this Inrush has been direc- i 
,efly toward town and city cen- ; 
It lias been estimated that each ; 
"if the population in British Col- ; 

consumes all such products to 
lue of eighty dollars. In 1910 it i 
itimated that seventy-five thous- p 

ns were added Xo the popula- ' 
ind in 1911 the number certainly [ 
not have been less. The increase i 
lumptlon, therefore, for which no j 

|lon could liave been made by the : 
population was no less than ; 

six million dollars; and consider- | 
le increase from year to year of L 
.tion it could not have been ex- j 

that anything like a balance j 
lie struck between imports ami i 
iptlon. When the Minister of I 

comes to deliver his Budget I 
we may expect to have, details ! 

’ore us of this, what appears to ji, 
jtonishlng disparity, and to be I: 

that really from the standpoint

; the census was taken last year, we may 
i expect very shortly to be in possession 
| of more exact details.

'"Now with regard to' our railway 
! policy you wfif notice that my friend ' 

from Alberni lias said again today prac- 
| tically what he said two years ago on 
: the same topic, that our railway policy ' 

was but a bait to catch the people. I 
read the press of the country and the 

: Liberal press which echoes this opinion.
If it is pleased to term any effort which ' 
myself and my colleagues may put 

! forth to secure the development and i 
| the prosperity of. British Columbia by 

mpans of railway construction as a bait 
j it is well entitled to use that phrase if • 

it so desires. 1 hope at all times to be : 
able to justify to the House and to the : 
country my offering to British Colum­
bia of a similar ba't—if that bait means 

j the settling tip of tlie waste areas of !
this country, the development of those 

j areas, the placing of thousands of . in- „ 
j dustrious people in our fertile valleys !
I and in our timbered or our richly min­

eralized hijls. (Applause). We have I 
been told by my friend the member for I 
Alberni that I am desirous of pre­
cipitating a general election. I am no 
fonder of general elections than anyone 
else for they mean a very arduous per­
iod. and the man who must stand re 
sponsible for the policy of this country 
and the administration of its affairs 
must necessarily feel it most. This 
government has now been in existence } ; 
for a period of ten years, and I may say |

I that I have never initiated a general j*1 
| policy unless I, have felt that it was

■
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production Agriculturally the farm-

iiuliy well »s compared with former 
fjrs. Of the total of what are classed 
Sggricultural products, it must be 
jfre in mind that there will always be 

-eidera’ble portion Imported at cer- 
asonh of the year when we do not 

iice to meet our own necessities or 
I our supply is temporarily short— 
•ting from Washington, Oregon, 

lornin. Australia and New Zealand.
! seasons do not correspond, and, 
jfore, we are. in the happy position 
|ijng able to obtain fresh products 

at would otherwise be oft seasons 
•We confidently anticipate that 

^inflow of population, as well ns 
atural Increase, will continue for 

year* to /corae, and I, per- 
gy, do not anticipate, however 

our farming development 
, that our farmers will be able 

§jtch up very soon. We would be 
tied to grow a great deal more

funder the circumstances,' as but 
the Incidents of our very rapid 

It means that our farmers 
ontinued demand for their pro- 

at good prices, and while the 
are prosperous the rest of the 

nity Is not likely to suffer very 
; I do not consider it Wise at the 

it Juncture to go further into the 
our agricultural production, 

reason that it must be to some 
able extent an estimate, but

for the advantage of British Columbia j. 
and that 1 had the people behind me i- In its initiation; and If It appears to L 
me that further development by rail- * 
way construction Ip necessary I will, go ! 
to the country on that policy, not as a 1' 
halt but for the Judgment of the people k 
before" I make the move, and If» they |
<lo not agree with me they can turn me \ 
out and put my friend, the leader of : 
the Opposition, In my place, and I can . 
go out with the feeling that we have 
given an honest administration to Brit- ’ 
ish Columbia and the best service of I 
which we are capable in our country's • x 
behalf. (Applause). Balt! Coming i 
back to this House with virtually the ‘ 
whole province behind it, do we need to ; 
offer the country any bait? If we de- ; 
sired to go to the country today with j 
or without an enlarged railway policy, r 
I feel confident we would be returned 
without question, but we are not here to ; 
mark time. Any government which doe* , 
not makes it Its business to study the 
signe of the times and ,ho\v it can best 
produce the development of this prov- 
ince, keeping touch with the forward i ; 
mardi of Western America and doing 
all that lies in Its power to promote the 
substantial interests of the country : J
would be unfit to control the Interest* 
of this province and the people of Brit- ; 
i*h Columbia. I shall not touch at any 
length on the subject of railway con­
struction as later on In the session I

Wmm

hope to deal not only with the details 
of work that has already been prose­
cuted under existing arrangements, but j1 
also with what is reasonably possible 1 
within the next few year* should the 
Legislature see Its ,wey clear to acCept j 
my suggestions, which I feel confident V 
It will. 1 think that up to the present |
It will be conceded even by my good 
friend the leader of the Opposition 
that the railway policy of the govern- l 
ment has been, a fairly successful one. J 
It is matter of common knowledge that 
railway construction on the Mainland 
and on the Island of Vancouver Is pro­
gressing along the most favorable lines, 
and that every reasonable anticipation 
has been realized. The volume of busi­
ness that Vas arisen out of railway con­
struction alone has been very large in- 
deed, and is at least one of the factors f 
of the present prosperity and enjoyed 
1)3* all parts of this province. In pro- 
posing to submit my railway policy to f 
this House, which I hope to <lo in two ! 
or three weeks. I ,nlo so with strong 
faith In the future of the country and 1 
with a firm determination to do every- : 
thing within my power towards impie- i menting ita development through the L 
construction of these projective and 
necessary roads. It I* amusing to hear L 
the member for Alberni once mere la- | 
ment the disposition of this government | 
to sacrifice the credit of the country for | 

mtage of railway corporations.
“ nf the last acts of the Liberal 

was to guaran-



tee the bonds of the Canadian North- j 
ern for no less a sum than thirty-seven i 

This was all very good, i 
friend for a Lib- j

million dollars, 
in the opinion of mv 
eral government at Ottawa, but for this j 
Conservative government of British Col­
umbia' It la a high crime and misde­
meanor. Consistency is a jewel which 
my friend, apparently, has still to go t 
far to seek. I will promise him in his j 
solicitations for the best interests of j 
Vancouver Island that in the arrange- ; 

1 our railway !details ofments of the 
policy we shall not be unmindful of the | 
Interests of his constituency and those 
of the entire island. I do not mean that 
Vancouver [stand shall benefit., espe­
cially but that we shall take such men- j 
sures as appear to be best for the pro- ! 
motion of the legitimate prosperity of j 
the entire prox-lr.ee of British Colum- ! 
Ida. for what is good for Vancouver 
Island is good for all of British Colum- j- 
bia, and what redounds to the adx’&n- '■ 
tage of all Brltli^T'elumbia must he 
for the materia^benefit of Vancouver 
Island—for we are and ever will remain 
one and inseparable. (Applause).

The debate on the address at Victoria 
is covering a good deal of ground. 
While the single opposition member 
did hie dqty effectively, the chief bene­
fit of his address Is the reply it brought 
from the Premier, which proved to be 
an instructive exposition of the provin­
cial situation. Two of the Vancouver

representatives, Mr. Watson and Mr. 
Tlsdall, have expressed themselves very 
freely on several subjects of general 
interest to the province, and of special 
interest to the important constituency 
they represent The absence of serious 
opposition promotes Independence and 
Individuality among Government sup­
porters, who are more likely to offer" 
criticism in a friendly way and suggest 

•measures when there are no.others to 
perform these duties. v * y , i

mi > $ s*
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, 19^BRITISH COLUMBIA,

The Provincial House
VANCOUVER,

incidents of his short visit here soi 
twenty-one years ago and expressl 
his intention to revisit this provtl 
in the very near future. When he diïllEi BILL Mining andContinues Speech on General Policy — 

Educational Mat ters — Debate on 
the Address.

V
i^iuruA, jaL' lu. — Continuing 

his speech in the Provincial 
House in reply to Mr. Brewster, 

^he Premier (Hon. R. McBride) said:
and I think

Measure Making Legal Van 
cbuver Civic Elections I: 
Signed by His Honor thi 

I iputenant-Governor.

them. I believe and 1 think it is gen- j 
: c rally understood in official circles 
i that the appointment of . the Duke oil 

Connaught as Governor-General in j 
Canada Was in deference to the express] 
sed personal wish of the late King Ed-j 
ward,, whose wisdom and kingly stated* 
manshlp did so much for the welfarW 

1 of his people in their relations with onsj 
another and with other people. It wail 
in accord with his late Majesty’s de-j 
sire that the Duke should make it htin 
very pleasurable task to come to Can^ 
ada and in consequence of that he has • 

i now thrown in his

"'The'member for Yale 
also the second member for Vancouver 
referred to the imposing functions con­
nected with the Cornonatlon of King 
Ueorere and Queen Mary, at which I

MR. PARKER WILLIAMS 
I HAS FLOOR OF HOUSE

Pétition Is Introduced Praying

Attorney-General to represent the 
novinSb. You are aware that British 
Columbia was officially represented at 
the Coronation ceremonies in London 
»y invitation of the Colonial Office, and 
1 desire to express my sense of high 
ippreciation of the uniform kindness 
find consideration that were extended 
to my colleague and Mrs. Bowser and . 
to my wife and myself during our stay j 
In London by the Imperial authorities ; 
and by many others. The Coronation ; 
itself was a wonderful and imposing 
ceremony carried out as these rituals > 
uçe in the old home land with absolute i 
perfection of arrangements. Repre- j 
sentatlvfcafc-were present from all sec­
tions of the Empire and It was most

lot with the Can-3
adlan people. Taking the Coronatleti 1 
and the appointment of His Royal I 
Highness together we may say that! 
here are found two of the most lm-j 
portant significant events in the hie-j 
tory of the evolution of the Imperial] 
ideal—two events most notable in their | 
Empire-making effect. Another and] 
also notable significant happening in a 
similar direction

for Incorporation of the Dis­
trict of West Vancouver— 
Afldress to Duke,

I» the News-Advertiser.
is, Jan. 17.—Mr. Parker Wil- 
Id the floor of the House to him- 
s afternoon in a speech of an 
id twenty minutes' duration, the 
the time being devoted to rou- 
fk, with the1 exception of an in-j 

ton of fifteen minutes, which was ;
to enable the Lieutenant-Gov-1 

» come down to the House and 
bent to the bill to validate the 
ier civic elections. As the Van- 
ielty council could not proceed;

was the return of] 
Mr. Borden as Premier of Canada. TIüb 
success of the Conservative party upoifi 
the issue which its opponents chose to;

upon was a message to!
j Great Britain that the heart of Canad|| 

is right—that Canada stands for the 
1 maintenance of British institutions, for 
j reciprocal trade with the Empire, for 
. co-operation in defence and in all 

other matters in 'which British subjects 
the world over can work with each other 
for all purposes that are for the edm- 
mon good.

"Another matter which properly Is re­
ferred to in His Honor's speech is that 
of the recent departure of Earl Grey 
from this Canadian Dominion. It is 
only a short time ago, upon the occe- , 
sion of his departure, since I had from 
His Lordship a message conveying his 
best wishes for British Columbia and 
Itor her people. How closely Earl Grey 
has followed everything of interest to 
Canada and to British Columbia is well 
known. He has at all times evinced a 
special interest in this province, and 
never neglected any slightest oppor­
tunity to bring himself into touch wit|8 
qonditions here and to study and be­
come acquainted with our people. It Is' 
not ''too much to say that we have 
never had in the Old Land a better or ] 
more sympathetic friend than we have; 
in Lord Grey, and when I say that the 

| people of British Columbia wish him 
: and his every happiness and prosperity

was constantly manifest a strong de­
sire on the part of the home land to 
recognize the Dominions over the Seas 
at their full worth and importance, and 
this and the meeting together of Brit­
ons from all quarters of the globe 
mtiret Inevitably produce a better under­
standing and a fuller community of In­
terest apd sympathy. And while legis­
lative movement must necessarily be 
slow, it was unmistakably evidenced

le instanced the land policy,; 
fe declared gave all the best land; 
province Into the hands of spec-i 
and kept the pre-emptors out. j: 

conditions might have improved!
L capitalist, it was hard to see j 
the laborer was better off. 8ta- 
ishowed that the cost of living 
ÉTeased by 37 per cent. In the 
I years, while the wages of min- 

only increased ten per cent., ! 
Whose of railway workers, Judg-]. 
Ik the wages paid on the Cans- 
Brthem on Vancouver Island at| 
■ant time, there had been an act- 
fcease. He again attacked the j 
■fo university scheme, do- j 
ft that the money put; 
P.lt should have gone j 
Rtira.1 and primary schools, tie 
ft the appointment of Mr. Ora- j 
■Inspector of Mines, because he 
ptlves and;friends in the mine:

unmistakably 
that the Imperial idea was steadily 
growing; that we are being brought 
constantly nearer the goal, and I may 
say that the verdict of the Canadian 
people ; on the 21st of September last 
may be taken as fully warranting us In 
saying; that Canada is fully ready to 
play her part In the closer drawing of 
the bonds that holds the British Empire 
together.

"The mover and the seconder of the 
address also referred In fitting terms ; 
to the succession of H. R. H. the [i 
Duke of Connaught to the Governor- 
Generalship of Canada. This above 
everything else Is evidence of the de- ,

; sire at home to give to the relations 
between this, the chlefest of the British 
Dominions, and Great Britain and other 
portions of the Empire, that personal 

| and human touch which counts so 
t much in the affairs of nations, it is

I say nothing that is one bit extrsva-

! all details of the mission Will be con- j 
tained in a report which will shortly] 

i be presented to the Hotise, and what | 
we have done will then be open to j 
debate and criticism. Many matters] 
were taken up and we are encouraged ] 

j to believe that progress has been madet 
in the accomplishment of our commis-j 
sion. 1 can promise this House that I 
nothing will be left undone u# era-! 
phasize to the full the desires of this! 
province. I do not want the people of; 
this province or of any part of Canada] 
to think that we have asked for or ex-j 
pect any more from the Borden Govern-] 
ment than we are strictly entitled to ogj 
thqt We should have obtained from tlx*] 
Laurier Government. Our present re~| 
1 allons are those which should subsl# 
between a Province and a Dominion or] 
which It is an integral part, each su­
preme within its own limits but willing! 
and anxious to eliminate causes of fric­
tion where’ respective jurisdictions o*| 
interests seem to conflict,. They are 
the relations which have subsisted since 
the Laurier government came Into power 
and evèn before that event, and the re­
lations which we as a government were 
anxious to establish long ago. I am 
not in a position to say at the present

.and the miners had riot
ae to hie appointment. Fufr- 
that. In 1802 Mr. Graham had 

irthteiident of the mine in 
(Mr. Williams) worked 

[used him simply because he 
[tire Bight-Hour Day Bill for

Bine moved the adjournment 
lie. Mr. Cotton this afternoon 

petition from J. Y. Me- i 
|d others for the incorporation 
itrlct of ‘tfest Vancouver, 
ft the Premier will move, and 
ftr will second, an address of 
ftdn from the Legislature to 
ftfftgtmess the Duke of Cbn- 
fhlH appointment, as Governor- 
Hm ‘also assuring him of a 
■Marty. welcome to British Co­

member
and took his seat in tl

The only absentee no'
ithwall

Old Country
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moment just to what extent negotia­
tions will be carried on with the Domin­
ion or to discuss the details of all that 
is proposed in the way Of the settle­
ment of outstanding matters as-, be­
tween the province and the Dominion.
T do not think it would be right or 
that the progress shown in respect to 
the administration of water in the rail­
way belt and the increased appropria­
tions this province is receiving in var­
ious public works will be carried to a 
point where a satisfactory settlement of 
vexed issues can be effected. Another 
thing I will say and that la that when­
ever we now go to Ottawa with a case 
that is decent, right and fair, we wlU 
receive that treatment to which we feel 
that we are as a province entitled. 
Papers in connection with our visit will 
soon be presented to the House and 
these will go into matters with as much 
detail as possible. In addition to the 
questions which have arisen and those 
already under consideration, there- are 
many matters connected with mining, 
agriculture, fisheries, forestry, rail­
way construction, immigration and 
labor, etc., in regard to which the two 
governments can and should work in 
co-operation, supplementing each others' 
efforts without impinging upon re­
spective rights or mixing up legisla­
tive authority in any way. Towards 
this end I must say the two govern­
ments are now working. This I have 
already said might have been in the 
past, ind it is destined to produce sub­
stantial results in the future. We are 
asking no favors or no discrimination 
" our behalf—simply recognition of 
that to which in ell fairness we are 
entitled. And whatever makes for the 
good of British Columbia must re­
dound to the advantage of Canada as 
a whole.

•T do not think It Is necessary for me 
at the present time to take up much 
time in consideration of the financial 
position of the Province as disclosed ; 
by the public account These have been 
laid before* the House and speak for 
themselves. We have today a revenue ; 
four times greater than we had when 
this government took power. We have 
a surplus for the last fiscal year of ; 
approximately two and a quarter mil­
lions. And we have a cash balance in 
the bank. We have all this and we \ 
have at the same time been able to ex­
pend very large sums on necessary ; 
public works and to do efficiently and 
on a larger scale than ever before in 
the history of the province,those many 
things which are necessary and desir­
able in the way of the administration 
of our affairs and the development of 
our resources. As I have said on pre­
vious occasions in discussing these 
matters and the prosperity of the 
people generally, while the government 
cannot and does not take to itself the 
entire credit it may fairly lay claim to 
a reasonable share of responsibility for 
placing the political and financial af­
fairs for British Columbia in such a 
position that the business elements and 
the working men of this provincial 
community can turn to the beat advan­
tage the opportunities which lie before 
them. The credit of the province has 
now been so established that if the 
government and its legislature deemed 
It necessary and desirable we might go 
to the money markets of the world and 
pledge It to the extent of many mil­
lions, our securities today ranking 
among the best In the world.

“As to the Songhees Reserve settle­
ment, my friend the member for Alberni 
has said that It might have been ar­
rived at long ago but that we were 
awaiting an opportune time in order to 
make political capital upon it. Let me 
tell him that for years different gov­
ernments have been endeavoring to 
bring about an arrangement under 
which the removal of the Indians from 
this reservation might be brought about 
and it has remained for this adminis­
tration to secure a final and ultimate 
settlement of this long-vexed question. 
It is but fair to say that when we of 
necessity asked the co-operation ot the 
Ottawa authorities It was forthcoming, 
save and expect with respect to the dis­
position of the new reserve at ICequi- 
malt. Instead of offering In fairness 
to take that reserve for the Indians up­
on the usual terms, the province retain­
ing its reversionary interests, they 
would not consent to the settlement 
arrived at until we should giVé them 
a freehold Interest in the new reserve. 
We were held up and gave

It was of paramount importance that 
the removal of the Indians should be 
secured and that the property In the old 
reserve should be put to more appro­
priate uses for the advantage of the 
people of Victoria and of British Co­
lumbia. However. we"1iave the reserve 
property today: we nre now engaged In 
clearing up the title, and we have under ? 
way plans with respect to railway ac­
commodation and will endeavor In our 
final arrangements to put the reserve 
property to such uses as will be not 
only creditable but profitable to this 
province. We have In It a large in­
vestment, and we believe that we will 
get every cent hack, but the general 
good of the public and the province is 
and will be our first consideration, 
rather than looking for profit. This 
has Influenced our actions all the way 
through. Tn respect to the forty-three 
acres which my friend from Alberni 
has spoken of ns promised to the city 
of Victoria under an old Order-in- 
Council of several years ago. r notice 
that my friend opposite has laid a 
special emphasis upon this, suggesting

that as I am a member for Victoria if 
an election is brought on he will do his 
best to fix me on this text. (Laughter.)
I have one great comfort and that la 
that the people of Victoria are fair- 
minded, clear headed and progressive. 
They reàllse quite fully that the Vic­
toria of ten years ago is very differ­
ent from the Victoria of today. Then 
the population was about twenty thou­
sand», today we have a bustling, busy, 

.rapidly growing commercial city of 
eo.eeb to 70.000 and so soon as railway 
construction and other factors in com­
prehensive development have been com­
pletely arranged for it will be » city 
of a hundred thousand or more. The 
people of Victoria look at this matter 
in a business way and realise that land 
thus brought Into the business part of 
the city could never be allotted In large 
area for park purposes. If I am not 
right I am prepared to answer with 
end te the people of Victoria. They 
will find that in the final settlement 
the action taken In the Songhees matter 
will meet with their entire satisfaction 
and be acceptable also to the people of 
all parts of Vancouver Island and the 
entire province of British Columbia.

"And while 1 am on the question of 
the Songhees Reserve I might refer 
briefly to the question of Indian re­
serves in general. My friend the second 
member for Vancouver made some ref­
erence to this matter and perhaps left 
an Impression that he had no desire to 
convey and one which might tend to 
disturb the minds of the Indians 
throughout the province. There has 
been much in the papers of late with 
regard to an agitation brought about 
recently on the subject of Indian lande 
and titles throughout the province and 
it Is not so long ago since a party ot 
Indian chiefs from all parts of British 
Columbia came here to confer with my 
colleagues and myself in this connec­
tion. Briefly their case was that they 
were here before the whites, that their 
fathers held possession of the land be­
fore them, and that we were to believe 
that nothing had ever been done to 
disentitle them to the whole province. 
We want you, they said, to go to the 
courts and show that these lands ere 
not yours but ours. We told them that 
we could not consider for a moment 
such a proposition. We spoke to them 
also of the large areas thet had been 
assigned as reserves for the Indians ot 
British Columbia, hand picked lands 
they are, too, to a large extent. We told 
them that we would protect them In the 
enjoyment of these lands, but we could, 
go no further. We also pointed out 
the opportunities existing for Indiana 
If they so desired to enlarge their hold­
ings by taking advantage of the pre­
emption law, and we also spoke to them 
of the disposition of the government to 
give Indians who might so deetre op­
portunity to work on the roads and 
other public undertakings. We told 
them generally that we desired to 
treat them as friends not as foes but 
thst they must expect the government 
to «tend firmly for the rights of the 
community. And that has since been 
our position st Ottawa and In Bngland. 
The object of this government In deal­
ing with the Indians Is not only to 
respect their rights in every way pos­
sible, but in so far as possible to as 
slat them In taking a superior position 
in the future to that which they now

The
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PO»M.« 1 
Indian t

!upy. The readjustment of the en- 
matter of Indian reserves under 

int entered Into with the 
1876 has now become in- 
was intended from the 

jy first that there should be re- 
ingements from time to time of the- 

ve areas. The province was to re- 
i lands no longer required by the 
tribes in proportion to their 

nishment or to increase the size 
of the reserves in proportion to the re­
quirements as the tribes might increase. 

<1* attempting to give effect to the 
terms of that convention it cannot be 
said that the government is showing 
any disposition to break faith with the 
Jâdian or with the Dominion authorl- 

, who act as their guardians, 
lit is a matter of common knowledge 
»t many of the Indian reserves, which 

; the way represent usually the best 
to be found in the various dls- 

, are, if not abandoned altogether 
| the dying out of the Indian, almost 

abandoned condition; and a very 
acreage in the aggregate is left 

|iroductive and unoccupied, This is 
desirable condition and is one of 

dvantage to the natives of the coun- 
Some of this land has by reason 

lettlement and development become 
dlngly valuable. It was in this 
I am sure that the second mem- 

f for Vancouver spoke, for I am sure 
my knowledge of him that he 

^»ld be the first man In this legisla­
te protest against any infringe- 

Jht on the rights of the Indians. We 
£ ready and glad at any time to re­

in conference representative men 
|the Indian peoples and discuss with 

any matters legitimately worthy 
^consideration, such as that which 

i been suggested in regard to grants 
f fee to parts of the reserve. Neces­
sity extra care and patience must 

ays be exercised in thus conferring 
the original inhabitants of th* 
so that there xmay be no miaun- 

-standing, but as 1 say tr.e govern- 
nt is determined to stand firm in 

position which it has taken with 
ict to the Crown lands, 

j^e will treat the Indians as brother* 
as friends, as they are entitled to 

ated, and we hope with the co­
ition of Ottawa shortly to reach a 

[ and equitable arrangement with re- 
to reserve matters generally. We 

ot but note the large acreage 
1er existing reserve in excess of the 
wsltles of the, Indians—the thou- 

|ds of good acres of land lying waste 
Ich might be tilled and made con- 
iutory to the necessities of the pro- 

It is with a view to securing 
settlement and profitable utiliza- 
of these areas that negotiations 

being conducted with the govern- 
pt at Ottawa. Not - much progress 

as yet been made in this matter, 
|we are strong in the determination 
nove along with it and hope that 

|entire Indian question will be fin- 
and definitely settled later on.

| Indians only require to be pVuper- 
jdvised sa to tbeir rights in this 
u ice to be entirely reasonable. The 

nent would be inclined to go 
further than the province ever 

done in placing the Indian In 
gter position in the social scale, 
po not take it that the Indians can 

I be better off by merely holding 
large extent of land to which 

£ave no fee simple, which they are 
1 to have for use and occupation, 

which they make no beneficial 
Personally I am glad to be the 

|of many of their leading men 
ould be the last to suggest that 
uld suffer the least diminution 

j legitimate rights In a land of 
lhey were once the sole inhabit-

^respect to Btrgthcona Park aad 
opment. while we are chiefly 

striving to promote the ma- 
commercial development of 

nee, it is but right and high- 
ble that this great provincial 

ha should have been set aside

as a place for the pleasuring and the 
promotion of the health of the people.
I am glad to see that the Minister of 
Public Works has reached that point j 
in connection with the development of : 
the provincial park that he is now ready 
to ask for a substantial vote to assist 
In this good work, from which the 
people of Vancouver, Victoria, and Na­
naimo are/ certain In the future to de­
rive much good.

“With respect to the University I 
hope that the Minister of Education will 
shortly be in a position to make an an­
nouncement to the House in connection 
with this great work of higher educa­
tion in which he has always taken so 
great and so active an interest. It is 
certainly gratifying to all of us to 
know that he hopes in 1918 to be able 
to open the doors of this provincial 
educational institution, the facilities of 
which are to fully equal thdse of To­
ronto or McGill, an institution whose 
curriculum and whose staff of teachers 
will be fully equal to any in the world.

“Perhaps as Minister of Mines I 
should say something at this juncture 
with regard" to the progress made by 
the mining industry during the just 
past year. Mining generally through­
out the province has held its own dur­
ing the year. The older properties have 
made about the output expected of them 
and a few new properties have advan­
ced to such a position as to ensure a 
substantial production in the future, 
«such as the Britannia Mine on the Howe 
Sound and the Granbys, new properties . 
on Observatory Inlet, while in the 
Slocan several properties have develop-, 
ed ore of such quality and quantity as 
gives hope that the palmy days of that 
district are by no means past—even 
the hills there have the silver lining. 
Statistics of the year’s production are 
not yet complete, but an estimate by 
the provincial mineralogist leads us to 
expect a production of about 16,187,000 
In gold, $946,0000 in silver, $1,161,000 in 
lead, $4,482,000 in copper, and $127,000 
in zinc, or a total production of the 
metalliferous mines amounting to $11,- 
853,000; of coal the estimated produc­
tion is $8.623.000. of coke $466,000. and 
of building material $12,000,000. giving 
a total valuation of the output for 1911 
of $22,$41.000, this total output being 
approximately $3,600,000 less than tKat 
of 1910. Each of these Items (exceot 
building material) shows a considerable 
decrease as compared with last year, 
which does not appear consistent with 
my previous remarks and would not be 
were it not that they are capable of ex­
planation. The chief reason for this 
decrease is to be found in the fact that 
labor troubles caused the shutting down 
of the Crows Nest coal mine and coke 
plant for a period of eight months out 
of the year. This entailed directly a 
loss of output in coal and coke of over 
$2,120,000 and Indirectly, through cut­
ting off the coke supply, thereby shut­
ting down the large Boundary district 
smelters and mines, of a considerable 
part of the losses shown for copper and 
gold and part of the decrease In sil­
ver. A remaining portion of the silver 
decrease and also the diminution In the 
zinc output are attributed to the de­
struction oS the Kaslo and Slocan Rail­
way, cutting off transportation facili-1 
ties and destroying the plant of the . 
mines. With regard to the very regret­
table strike referred to, I sincerely 
hope that we shall ere long find some 
machinery which will operate success­
fully and without injustice to any, by 
which such deplorable Industrial dis­
turbance» may be avoided. I do not 
propose to enter Into anj^ discussion of 
the ethics of strikes. It Is perhaps true 
that the righ ke constitutes the
greatest protection which the working 
man enjoys. But when one goes through 
a district in which a strike is taking 
place her cannot but feel the pity of It 
all. It is of course disastrous to the 
interests directly concerned and to the ;i 
business of the country, but how much 
worse for the men who are deprived of • 
their opportunity of earning a liveli­
hood for themselves and those depen­
dent upon them, and how much worse 
still for their faithful wives and their: ^ 
little children. It Is too bad that the 
genltia of man has not yet been able; 
to devise some means by’ which these; 
most deplorable crises may be averted.

“The outlook for the metalliferous 
mines of Britleh_£olumbia is encourag­
ing, and if we get a year free; from 
labor troubles, the output of the Blo- 
oan, Nelson, Roseland. Boundary and 
Slmilkameen mines should show an In­
crease In gold, silver and lead, while' 
the Coast inlnes should show an in- { 
crease in copper production. At present !
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our cool mines produce about half of 
our mineral output in value. And it 
would Mem from the development of 
the past year aa though we had only 
touched the margin of our wonderful 
real deposits. The year’s developments 
Include new and great coalfields in 
East Kootenay, other new and Import­
ant deposits in the Slmllkameen. and 
last hut probably the greatest, la the 

| discovery of what promises to be 
the greatest anthracite or eeral-anthra- 
clte field west of Pennsylvania. <m the 
head waters of the Skeens River. This 
field Is only partly developed as yet 
and If but a fraction of the present 
promises are fulfilled it Is bound to 
have a wonderfully stimulating effect 
upon the future of the province. The 
coal mines of Great Britain gave It Its 
position as the manufacturing centre 
of the world, and our coal fields un­
questionably will serve as a strong 
magnet to draw the manufacturing in­
terests of the Pacific to our shores. 
Coal Is a breeder of industries and its 
value to the country does not by any 
means end with its disposal by the 
mining companies.

“And while I close my remarks It 
will not be uninteresting to the House 

: I to know that the Coal Mines Bill of two 
years ago brought through its various 

I stages with the active co-operation of 
i- all the members has been working well. j | 
[ I know that my friend the member for 

Newceetle will say or will auggeet that 
|| I am the coal minera' worst enemy, that 

the life and limb of the miner are of 
| no consequence at all with me. so long

S
as we promote the financial Interests 
of our business friends. I do not 
think, however, that th*t member 
j should arrogate to himself all the aym- 
; pathetic and active Interest in the 

; miners' welfare that he has expressed 
i In this House. The interest and assi­

duity displayed by the members gen- 
’ erally In the perfecting of this measure 
; attest. Indeed, quite the contrary. And 
■ before Bitting down I might perhaps an­

nounce to the House that the office of 
chief inspector of mines vacated by the 
resignation of Mr. Shepherd waa filled 
at the first of the year by the appoint­
ment of Mr. Thomas Graham of Nanai;

1 mo. an appointment which I am sure 
will meet with the approbation of even 
the member for Newcastle, and prove of ! 
distinct advantage to the Industry and j 
to the country. I had not Intended to 
keep you. Mr. Speaker, or the House 
engaged with my remarks at so great 
length. I have spoken longer than I 
had Intended to speak, but 1 felt that 
the otMu-rvalions of my friend, the lead­
er of the Opposition, called perhans for 
some further explanation at my hands." 
(Applause. > j ,. • |

»

The debate waa adjourned upon the 
i motion of Mt. TlsdàlL

j Victoria. January M.—The legisla­
ture held e yery brief sitting this 
afternoon. The bill to validate the 
elections in Wards Seven and Eight. 
Vancouver, passed committee without 
comment, and Is new resd> for third 
reading.

Mr. Tisdaii continued the debate 
on the Hddre* in reply to the Speech 
from the Throne, devoting himself 
largely to Vancouver matters. He call­
ed attention to the need for a settle­
ment of the Indian Reserve question 
on False Creek such aa had been se­
cured for the Hon ghees Reserve in Vic* •; 
torta. He hoped to see a tramway run ! 
alsng the north aide of the Fraser from 
New Westminster cast for some dis­
tance along the valley. In view of the 
fact that many coast steamers are now 
burning oil imported from California, 
be suggested that the Government 
should send out experts to prospect for 
oil in different parts of the province 
and they might bore If they found any 
indications. He sgaln asked for aid for 
a bridge over the I-Yaser River at Lulu 
Island. He complimented the Depart-
_____cf Agriculture on wtnnlâg the
greet potato prise In New York, and on 

generally. He approved of f 
Government's stand In refusing to 

the wives and children of Hin- 
r He dwelt on the proposed rail- j 

way policy and the great Importance of j 
on in building up the city

'

Debate eat Address.
MIL TiflDALL continued the debate on { 

the address in reply to tire Speech from 
the Throne. Ho promised not to occupy 
much time as the matter contained in 
the Speech had already been ao fully 
commented on by the mover and secon­
der of the reply, by the Premier in lite 
luminous address on the previous day.

: and the leader of the Opposition in his 
criticism. "I feel." he added, "a great 
deal of sympathy for the member for 
Albeml In hla position on the floor of 
this House. Not only has he been plow­
ing a lonely furrow for the past three 
sessions, but in addition he must have 
met with great discouragement in the 
verdict of the people on the 21st of«| 
September last. The honorable gentle­
man partly apologised for his address,
Hit we can assure him that he need 
never apologise for the speeches he 
makes in this House. Hie criticism was 
not very biting and It was evident that 
he found little to find fault with in the 
Speech from the Throne.”

The speaker congratulated the 
Premier and the Attorney-General on 
their healthy looks after their recent 
visit to the Old Country. It was with­
in his recollection that a visiting team 
of athletes had gone over there some 
years ago, and they were kmicked out 
in two weeks by generous British hos­
pitality. so that our public men must 
be of good stuff as shown by the looks 
of the Premier and his colleague, and 
that their Intellectual gifts had not 

> suffered was shown In the programme 
they had placed before the House, and 
in the Premier's speech of the previous 
day. The Premier had spoken of the 
benefit to be derived front coming in 
contact with the greet minds of the 
Empire, and he could readily agree with 

, him that such visits must be followed 
by n quickening of Imperial tlea that 
must result at last in such a federa­
tion of the Empire as already existed 
in Canada, Australia and South Africa. 
For the same reasons the people of Can­
ada were to be congratulated on the 
appointment of His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Connaught as Governor-Gener­
al. That a man of his years and posl: 
lion should leave his own f I reside with 
♦he sole idea of helping the Empire by 
his action was a striking example to 

i others, as well as an Instance of his { 
own devotion to the British Empire, 

i "There are a few matters,” he con­
tinued. “of Importance to the const I - 

! tuency 1 represent that I would like i 
to make reference to, and also some [ 
of interest to the province as a whole. ( 
I wish t« congratulate the Government I 
on the satisfactory settlement of the 
Honghees Reserve question, and to re- f 
mind the House that in Vancouver we j| 
have an Indian reserve question Just as 2 
acute. I am glad for the sake of the 
city of Victoria that thM Songheea j: 
question has been settled," so that the 
land can now be used for public works 
nn#l will give them much needed rail­
way facilities. But with the growth of 
the community our own False Creek Re­
serve arouses a question Just as acute. 
We. have there a large stretch of land ’ 
facing on the ses. land of the moot uee- 

g ful kind that is now all built around

■
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'ouses and other buildings, and 
icupied for no useful purpose, i 
\ from memory l do not think1, 

of the originel tribe of In- ’ 
•4s now on that reserve. In that 

it Is different from the Bong- 
erve. 1‘here mây be half-a- \ 

^half-breeds on it "but nothing j 
nd I trust that this government 
all in its power to bring pres- 
bear on the Dominion Govern- 

f,to settle this question in the same 
Way as they have Settled thatjj 

the Bonghees Reserve.
Lives a source of great satisfaction; 

tp‘"uw rank and file of the Government - 
supporters to see that the Ministers 

f to Ottawa at so early a date after ,, 
•eneral election. U has been an 

problem for many years, this 
lement of what, is known as the 
Uon of the railway belt, and In time 
Question of the Peace River Rall- 

elt will become equally acute. It 
p,tlsfactory to know in connection 
\ the C. P. R. belt that the Govern-' 

has already settled the important 
tlon of control of the water. We 
now of the problems arising from 
| control, and when one Government 
flies it, it must be much better.

connection with thle question it ; 
be hoped that tram service will ; 

atltuted on the north side of the ! 
ier River opening tip the valley i 

New Westminster in the same 
ger as the CivilUweek Une to the | 

lias already, dont». Tliat tram- 
to the south lias surpassed the 
sanguine expectations, and lias 

Hied the hope that 1 expressed In 
i House a year ago In the service it ; 
[done in opening up the country be- 
[en New Westminster and Chilliwack, 
t would like to make a few remarks 
e fere nee to agriculture. it may 

strange, perhaps, that a commer- 
[ man like myself, and the représen­
te of a city constituency should pay 
ntlon to thle subject, but as a city • 

È have it probaoiy driven mpra 
ongly into me than the country mem- 

that there is still a considerable 
age of agricultural stuff produced 

British Columbia, and we are tm- 
rtlng from Alberta and Waehington 
duce that could be grown in this 

jriace. 1 agree with the remark made 
| tlie Premier yesterday that the 
irtage has been increased by the 
at Influx of people to British Colum- 

i during the past year. But for this, 
congratulated the Department of 

rtculture on the splendid showing 
jfcy had made with apple* In London, 

today i can congratulate them in 
toning a still greater trophy In the 

Hy of New York. (Applause.) It 
jra S great deal for the country that 

the Government. sent out expert*
; gather potatoes for this exhibition, 

should gather potatoes of such 
ttlsfnctory quality that they sweep 
•erythlng before them. 1 have no 
ubt that the potatoes they had to 
mpete with were all grown for the 
aslon. whereas. While no doubt ohr 
erts selected the best they oould 
, In no Instance were they grown 
eielly for the occasion, l congra- 

jfcte the Department on thi* and on 
endeavors they have made to a*- 
agrlculture by demonstration or- 

ds, l>y experimental poultry farms 
by farmers' institutes, which must 

| bear good fruit In their season. I 
• no doubt, in spite of the pessimis­

ts view expressed by the leader of the 
isltlon, that we shall In a few years, 

gfcead of having a shortage, be able to 
•rt agricultural products ourselves.

dealing with thle question of ag- 
Uture a year ago I suggested that 
attempt was being made to bridge 
[ Fraser River at Lulu Island, *« 

the products from the other side 
the liver could be brought more 
|ly into the city of Vancouver, Sinus 

the Government has established a 
’ at Mission City, and I know ef no 

which has been of greater Set- 
With the tremendous surplus in 

treasury I think the Government 
pld lend a friendly ear to the ep- 

for assistance in the construction 
bridge over the Fraser River at 
Island, especially as the Munlctp- 

1 Delta has already voted a sum 
pney towards It.” ^ __

Mr. Tisdal) continued that he noticed ! 
that the Government was to bring down 1 
a bill to establish a bureau of forestry.

, It should prove most useful, not only- 
in conserving the forests for the future,

• but also In saving what was left. Last ■
! year the Government spent 1200,000 ,in (
1 fighting fires, and he was sure that 

this year the House would supply as 
large and even a larger amount. He 
believed that during his own residence 

•in the province more timber had been 
destroyed by fire than had been cut 
or taken out in any other way. In view' 
of the millions of dollars invested in 
the timber business in this country, 
the Minister Of Land must be congratu­
lated on htb determination to give ufl 
the very last word In timber legislation.
It was gratifying also to hear so satis­
factory an account of the pulp mills.
The new mills at Powell River and 
Ocean Falls he had heard were now i 
nearly in shape to turn out pulp, and I 
should employ many men.

“We are in a peculiar position as far ; 
as fuel is concerned,” he continued. “in 
the past the coal mines of Vancouver r 
Island have supplied oui- coast steamers 
with necessary fuel, but now owing to 
economic changes many of them are 
burning oil, and now instead of produc­
ing, fuel for ourselves we arc sending 
away for our oil, very largely to 
Southern California. In view of this 
it appears to me that it would be a Very : 
good thing if the Government would 
employ experts to thoroughly prospect 
this province and see If there are any 
indications of oil. and If there arc to } 
bore for it-xso that we can produce it 
for our own use. I have some figures 
which show' lhot fast year the United .
States produced 7,369,323,000 gallons of * 
oil, of which they exported 1,153,611,000. [ • 
Surely any efforts the Government 
might make would be Cully justified In 
face of these figures. 1 bring this mat­
ter to the attention of the Government 
in tlie hope that they will ace their way 
to carry out my suggestion.

Another matter 1 would like to. con­
gratulate tlie Government on is the firm 
attitude they still maintain in refer­
ence to the admission of Orientals. !
Quite recently a Hindu delegation ap- | 
preached the Dominion Government |. 
with a request to be allowed to bring $ 
in their wives and children. The ex- ( 
pericnce of other parts of the Empire : 
has not been satisfactory in this re­
spect. In the early eighties they 
thought they could grow sugar in Natal * 
and imported Hindus to do the work. |
They brought in their wive* and child- j 
ren, and today there arc thousands of I 
Hindus between Cape of Good Hope and [ 
the Zambezi; they have gone into every 
branch of trade and labor, and con­
stitute one of the great problems with 
which that country, has to deal These 
and other Asiatic races can never as­
similate with us. and I think the'Govern­
ment should, as in the paet, do all In 
Ita power, and should ask the Domin­
ion Government to do all in. its power, 
to protect us from them. (Applause.)

“I said there were some matters of 
particular Interest to ttiy own constitu­
ency mentioned in the Speech from the 
Throne. One of these Is that dealing 
with the question of transportation. I 
cannot conceive of anything that would 
•be more popular in my constituency, or 
help its growth more than railways to 
open up' the country, and bring to D 
the trade that properly belong» to it. ,
Bpokaue la an Instance of an American 
town built un by Canadian Industries. z 
and 1C a railway can be put In to reach 
that trade thet-e la ho doubt that we ;
*tial1 reap the benefit, because as good 
Canadians we may be sure tlmt tlie ; . 
people of Nelson, Rossland and Grand j^s> X 
Forks are ohly too anxious to trade 
with the rest of* Canada. In addition 

"it has ben reported that the Peace 
River country has resources which 
only tieed a railway to turn it Into a 
well settled and richly producing dis- gp 
trlct. It has been suggested, largely hX ' 
by the Vancouver Board of-Trade that 
a railway should be built from North 
Vancouver by way of Bquamish. Pem­
berton Meadows, Lltlodet and the 
Fraser RJVor to Fort George and thence 
on to the Peiic* River country, the pro­
duce of which oould be used to thé ad­
vantage of the people of thle province.
In the Peace River country they have 
no timber, but they can grow wheat, 
and they could supply u8 with flour 
and we could supply them with timber.
Moreover the surface indications of 
minerals *re so great that, If for no 
other reasons, the minerals alone would 
justify the building of a railway Into
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“In addition to that there la at 
present a large .quantity of export 
wheat sent from Pacific ports of other 
countries at the present time. For the 
Information of the House l hare secur­
ed some figures showing how much was 
exported from Port lam «I. Oregon, and 
T*uget Sou ml. Washington, for the 
fiscal year ending June 1», 1011. From 
Portland there Were exported 7,346,784 
bushels of wheat valued at $1,814,365, 
and of flour 2,-63,633 barrels valued at 
$1,366,032. From Puget Sound there 
was exported of oeta 376.726 valued at 
$183 337; Of wheat 8,»»7,4S6 valued at 
13,461.200; of flour. 1,714.302 barrels 
valued at $6,616,406. I am fully aware 
that In presenting these figures that 
the trade they represent has been grow­
ing up steadily rear by year during the 
past 20 or 30 years, but with the open­
ing the Panama Canal we certainly 
should look forward to a large export 
trade, und you can Judge of the value 
It would be to coast merchants and 
shippers, and the number of men It 
would employ. Whir# the railway policy 
Is brought down 1 hove no doubt it Will 
be a policy that will greatly help out 
our transportations problems and con­
tinue ihe opening Hp and development 
of British Columbia.

“In conclusion I might state mat tne 
material program of the city of Van­
couver. figures of which were furnish­
ed to this House by the second member 
for Vancouver a few day* ago. Is not, 
the least exaggerated. There has been 
a great advance in commerce and Indus­
try m all lines, and work for all who 
Were willing to labor. But with the 
great growth of the community we have 
been called upon to face problems which ! 
do wot arise In smaller places. The ' 
concentration of so many human beings 
ban caused a strain on our hospitals , 
and orphangee. and It has called fn* 
provision being made for others. The 
Government has recognised this, and j 
that provision roust be made for taking 
in people from all parts of the province. 1 
I trust the Government will consider 
also the need for a home for unfortunate 
young women. With this end In view 
between $7,000 and $8,600 has already 
been subscribed in the city by friends 
of the liroject. ând when the people 
themselves 0re ready to act like this 
to help these unfortunates, the least the 
Government can do Is to help also, in 
closing I wish to congratolate the j 
country on Its general prosperity, and 
also to congratulate the Government of 
the province for the able way In which 
they have administered Its resources, 
and I thank the members of the House 
for the kindness and attention with 
which they hare listened to my re­
marks." (Applause.)

Mr. Williams moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate.

The Houe» went Into committee of 
the whole on the bill to validate cer­
tain elections in the city of Vancouver, 
Mr. Rhatford in the chair. Tt wee re­
ported complete without amendment.

The House then adjourned.

GALLERY NOTES
In Victoria from 

One came In connection with 
hospital in that town. A year 

Governxnenf made them a grant 
with a provisional promise 

$3.000 this year, if the 
a like amount 

about completed

j , Two deputations are 
Merritt. | ''*'•**“ e~
the new

of $6,000. 
j of another

people would subscribe a 
Ae the hospital Is now ei* 
and must be equipped at considerable 
expense, the deputation called on llon- 
Dr. Young to ask if the Government 
would not make the grant $6,000 again 
this year. A second deputation lnter- 
•vîeWéd Hon. Thos. Taylor, Minister of 
Public Works. With a request for an 

I appropriation for a new courthouse and 
other needed public buildings in that 

| growing city. A similar request was 
1 also made for the town of Nicola. Thé 

delegates were introduced by Mr. A. 
i Lusae. M. I* A.

At the annual meeting of the Preaa 
Gallery held yesterday the following 
officers were elected: Hon. president, 
Hon. Richard McBride; first honorary 
vice-president, Hon. Price Elllâon; 
second Honorary vt< ** -
Hr. Young: secretary 
II Oosnell. It was 
annual press 
held t— -,

, R, Ross, M 
s, Vindicate: 
nent from A 
isition Membe

E ON ADORE 
FROM THROtreasurer. Mr. IL 1 

decided that the ! 
». r.— gallery banquet should be 
early In the session, arrangements < 

being left In the hands of the "«fr?tar>*- » 
A committee
range
the new annex to

Provincial Lands B 
■■Led for Benefi 

emjptor—To Sur' 
TSmpson Areas 1

... was also appointed to ar- ! 
for permanent press quartern In j 

the government build- j 
Inga, the foundations of which are now 
under way.

Mr. W. H. Keary of New Westminster 
has presented the Hon. Dr. Toung with 
a# historic pair of scales. They were 
first brought to British Columbia by 
the surgeon of the Royal Engineers in 
the sailing ifhlp Thames City, which left 
England on November 6, 1SSS. They 
were Included In the medical stores of 
the Royal Engineers, and for many 
year* past have been in the possession 
of Mr. Keary. While many medical men 
have besought Mr. Keary for this hi* 
torie relic, * —»«•- «*
until as a 
Hon. Dr. ~
Hon. Dr.
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R. Ross, Minister of 
is, Vindicates His De- 
nent from Attacks of 
isition Members,

E ON ADDRESS 
FROM THRONE ENDS

icial Lands Being Con- 
ved for Benefit of Pre- 
ptor—To Survey North 
wnpson Areas for Settlers
to the News-Adwtteer.
fia, Jan. 18.—The debate on the 
i in reply to the speech from the 
was closed this afternoon by a 

: speech by the Hon. W. Roes», 
ir of Lands, in which he vlndi- 
he policy of hia department from] 
acks that had been made upon it) 
members for Albcrni and New-;

showed clearly that the govern-j 
had a land policy, and one that 
taking for the conservation of the 
of the province He pointed out; 
; waa impossible to get settlers on 
i.way from railways, and in, the 
he only available land contiguous: 
Iways had been in the Canadian 
8 Railway belt, which was under 
ipervislon of the Dominion Gov- 
nt, and up to this time had been 
»st stagnant portion of the entire ■

i then showed now, step by step, 
he McBride government had been 
| the alienation of land more dif- 
ito the purchaser, and withdraw- 
ae area after another from sale 
it the present day practically two- 
of the entire province were held 
reserve for the pre-emptor; of 

gea 900,000 acres had already been 
ltd and was ready for the pre-

nted out how in 1007 the gov- 
had taken this step by droj»- 
ciosslfication known as third 

de, which increased the prices 
i lands by about 200 per cent, 
r in the same year they had 
a reserve on all unalienated 

mds. In 1008 they commenced 
i of surveys which had been 
steadily ever since. In that 

y had also set aside one-third 
exclusive benefit of the, Pre­
nne-third for university endow- 
Jd one-third far purchase or 
ion under the LAnd Act. In 
À and, 1011 still further areas 
thflrawn from sale and lease, 
eldent With these came the dé- 
ion to increase ihe price ot 
Uads tQo per cent., which had 
to effect last year, 
olicy provided that during the. 
^ear still further areas would 
Irsd, and particularly along the 
fcompson and along the line of 
IT. P-. the government would 
surveyed lands for settlers in 
jff their arrival. On the main- 
61 the exception of lands In the 
|e vicinity of Vancouver, ail 
fe to the pre-emptor and closed
lirehaeer.

speakers on the 
Messrs. Jardine, 
na) and M. Man

&j-. - '
a * - 1 - f

Mr. Jardine expressed sympathy for 
his former colleague, the member for; 
Alberni, in his lonely position in the 
House, and administered a mild rebuke 
to the member for Newcastle for the 
manner in which he had spoken of the 
Premier on the previous day. He justi­
fied his own support of the Canadian 
Northern agreement by pointing to the 
great development that had taken place 

.on Vancouver Island since construction 
work had begun. In reply to Mr. wil­
liams' strictures on the Victoria “Colo­
nist," he produced figures to show that 

! for a series of years all the money re­
ceived for advertising from the Domin­
ion government was''$6.25, while during 
the same period the “Times’* had re­
ceived $7,128.05.

Mr. Manson (Skeena) devoted himself 
chiefly to the needs of his own district.

] He suggested the appointment of inspec­
tors to decide on the conflicting claims 
of pre-emptors, owners of timber lands 
and stakers of mineral claims, as they 
were constantly overlapping. He also 
considered that the time had arrived 
for the creation of a judicial district 
at Prince Rupert, so that they might 
have their own gaol and hold the assizes

Mr. Manson' (Comox) made an earnest 
plea for the retention of hand loggers’ 
licences, and did not think that the For­
estry Commission had been sufficiently 
informed when they reported in favor 
of their abolition. He also dwelt upon 
the development of his district, which . 
produced one-third of the timber cut, 
and one-fourth of the coal taken out in 
the entire province.

The Premier moved the appointment 
of standing committees, of which the 
following will be chairmen:

, Private bills, N. F.. MacKay; mining, 
M. Manson (Comox); railways, H. G. 
Parson; public accounts, Thomas Gif- 

iford; municipal, H. H. Watson; agri­
culture, A. Cawley; printing, C. E. Tis- 
dall.

Mr. Brewster has given ndtiqe that 
on Monday he will ask the Government ; 
If they sold any town lots in D. I* 851, 
known as South Haaelton, and whether 
buyers were informed that the G. T. P. 
would build a station there and if m 
view of the fact that the Railway Com­
mission has ordered the station to be 
(placed on another section they will re-[.
H the money paid by purchasers.
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Mr, Williams Continues Debate on Address in Reply to the 

Speech from the Throne — Vancouver Valida­
tion Act Is Passed,



l' f' li'itiiifîliV'

■0m

Victoria. Jan. 17.—Mr. Parker Wil­
liams had the floor of the House to 
himself yesterday afternoon In a 

l speech of an hour and twenty minutes 
duration, the rest of the time being de- 
voted to routine work, with the excep- J 
tlon of an Intermission of fifteen 
minutes which was allowed to enable 

; the Lieutenant-Governor to come down 
: to the House and give assent to the bill 
| to validate the Vancouver civic elec- 
! tions. As the Vancouver city council 
| could not proceed with business till 
| this had been done, It was absolutely 

necessary that It should be done ex- j 
; seditiously.
j Mr. Williams’ speech was for the 
! most part a treading over familiar and 
i well-beaten paths, though enlivened in 
! places with some strokes of sarcastic 
! humor. He sharply attacked the Vic­

toria "Colonist” for its attitude to­
ward* the Government, and the patron*" 
age that he asserted that it received, 

i He admitted that the Premier looked 
| like a statesman, but said that he did 
j not ict like one. He instanced the land 

>. policy, which he declared gave all the 
best land In the province Into the 
hands of speculators and kept the pre- 

| emptore out While conditions might 
I have Improved for the capitalist it was 
j hard to see where the laborer was better 
| off. Statistics showed that the cost of 
j living had Increased 37 per cent in the 

last ten years, while the wages of 
miners had only Increased 1® per cent.,

! and in those of railway worker», judg- 
j ing from the wages paid on the Canad- 
I Ian Northern on Vancouver Island at 

the present time there had been an 
actual decrease. He again attacked the 
Provincial University scheme, declar­
ing that the money put Into It should 
have gone to the rural and primary 
schools. He censured the appointment 
of Mr. Graham as Inspector of Mines, 
because he had relatives and friends in 
the mine business, and the miners' rep­
resentatives had not been consulted as 
to his appointment. Further than that 
in 1903, Mr. Graham had been super­
intendent of the mine In which he (Mr. 
Williams) worked and had dismissed 

i simply because he supported the 
ht Hour Bill for coal mines.

Mr Jardine moved the adjournment 
| of the debate.

The following petitions were received: 
From E. W. Stapleford and others, 

for leave to introduce a private bill to 
incorporate Ryerson College.

From the Municipality of Penticton, 
for leave to Introduce a private bill to 
validate the "Kettle River Valley Aid 

j Bylaw 191V
^ From the corporation of the city of 
! Fernle, for leave to introduce a pri­
vate bill to validate certain bylaws.

From the corporation of the city of 
for leave to Introduce a private 

F* alidste certain bylaws.
the Victoria Harbor Railway 

C for leave to introduce a pri­
vât i.lit granting the company further 
time for commencing work, etc.

The House proceeded to the orders of 
j .the day.

(No. I) intituled “An Act to 
te election of certain aldermen 

others of the city of Vancouver, 
\amA the collection of taxes in certain 
v parts of the city of Vancouver” was 

read a third time, and received the as­
sent of the Lieutenant-Governor, who 
came to the House for that purpose.

Mr. Williams asked the Hon. the 
Minister of Railways the following 
questions:

1. What number of workmen are 
employed on construction of the Can­
adian Northern Railway: (a) On

i Mainland of British Columbia? (b) On 
Vancouver Island?

3. What rates of wages are paid on jig 
each section respectively?

1. What ratas are charged for beard 
i on the said work?

The Hon. Mr. Taylor replied as fol-

(a) 9,944. average during month 
j of December, 1911; (b) 361, average 
j during month of December.

"I. On Mainland—Foreman, |4 to

I
N per day; blacksmiths 99® per month 
and board; carpenters, $9.6® to $4.6® 
par day: above! engineers, $160 par 
month sad board; firemen. $76 per 

nth and board; cranesmea, $10® per 
month and board; hridgemen. $4 per 

J day; axemen. $1.76 per day; laborers, 
I $3.76 per day. On Vancouver Island— 

i on grades, $$.16 to $6 per day; 
$1.76 to $1 per day; rock-drtl- 

$1.76 par day . laborers. $3.60 per

and board: bridge carpenters, $1 «to 
$4.66 per day; team and teamster. $7 
per day; teamsters, $36 to $60 per 
month and board; blacksmlts, $78 to 
$90 per month.

“1. On Mainland—$• per week. On 
Vancouver Island—36 cents per meal 
and $6.16 per week, with bunk-house 
accommodation.”

The following petitions were present­
ed and laid on the table:

By Mr. Cotton—From John Y. Mc- 
Xaught and others, for leave to intro­
duce a private bill to incorporate the 
corporation of the district of West Van­
couver.

By Mr. Manson—From the City of 
Prince Rupert, for leave to Introduce a 
private bill to validate a certain by­
law.

MR. WILLIAMS continued the debate 
on the address In reply to the Speech 
from the Throne. He said that ever 
since he bad been in the House he had 
availed himself of this opportunity to 
express himself, and he was more anx­
ious to do so on this occasion than ever 
because be found more and more to 
criticise as time went on. He was 
sorry that the member for Nanaimo 
was absent but was able to announce 

; that In a few days he would be back 
in his seat, and the House would be the 
better for hie presence. He said he 
would omit mention of the first para­
graph of the speech, but speaking of 
the death of the King's Printer, there 
was something intangible about that 
good old gentleman that no one else 

* could fill. "From my position in the 
House," continued Mr. Williams. "It 
would be a loss of time for me to 
analyse the affairs of the province from 
the standpoint of the Socialiste. All 
we can do is to review its actions from 
tbs standpoint of the moral code of 
the present day. It Is usual to con­
gratulate the mover and seconder of 
the address and on this occasion I can 
do so. I understand to some extent 
the figure used sometimes in ancient 
history, where certain people were ask­
ed to make bricks without straw and 

; these gentlemen deserve credit for the

f

manner In which they have dealt with I 
: this particular speech, which has noth-
I.» in I* •• IT anaM.. \ing In it whatever.” (Laughter.) 

j Passing over the opening parts of the 
j Speech from the Throne Mr. Williams 
: touched upon the proposed railway 
policy. The gentleman from Vancou 

! ver who moved the address (llr.^
■on) was Willing to take 

on failli, though the Premier bad dis­
played more confidence to hie hench­
men at the New Westminster conven­
tion than he had to the House. The 
member for Vancouver—

MR. WATSON, “The second member 
for Vancouver.”

MR WILLIAMS. Well if the work­
ingmen of Vancouver have anything 
to say he will probably be the sixth 
member at the next election If only five 
are elected for the House. As for the 
finances of the province I usually feel 
rich if I have “six bits” on me and 
can hardly be expected to deal with 
money running into ten million dollars. 
The member for Vancouver repeated 
the time-worn story that In years past 
British Columbia was on the rocks 
financially and a political Moses had 
arisen and rescued it The facts lead 
to no such conclusion. It would have 
needed great skill to prevent whatever 
change occurred. The change (1 have 
repeated It several times and am will­
ing to repeat it as long as the financial 
Moses is trotted out In this House) la 
due to the fact that the province Is 
parting with Its natural resources. If 
we arc asked to believe that a finan­
cial Moses brought this about in British 
Columbia the same political Moses must 
hâve bobbed up in every other province 
In Canada and every state or tne Amer­
ican Union, yet the Hon. Richard Mc­
Bride stands for all the credit like » 
hero and accepts It without a smile.”

Mr. Williams added that except for 
the injustice known av the poll tax, 
taxation was of little interest to the 
workers of the province. The govern­
ment wee fond of appointing commis­
sions but was careful to put on them 
only its own private supporters. This 
government which sat up at night 
teaching patriotism might well In this 

lesson from the Old 
Country where the commission»
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„„ political character, and It ap- 
Ited by parliament contained raem- 

of both parties. But the govern- 
iont here dealt out poeitlone to 
le own eupportere. and coneenuently 

sy naw commlaelon after commtesion 
yvortlng" over the province.

S At thle juncture It waa announced 
it the Lieutenant-Governor waa corn- 

down and there would be an lnter- 
utslon of fifteen mlnutea Hla Honor 
itered without ceremony and gave se­
nt to the Vancouver Validation Act.
Mr. Williams resuming, aald that he 

luat thank the Government for the 1n- 
geermlaaion aa It had enabled him to get 
a few figures that otherwise he. would 

,not have got. He wished to pay his re- 
ipecte to the Victoria "Colonist." which 
eld a great deal of attention to him. 
le wlahed to remark on the way it waa 
llted. He knew the members of the 

■I «es Gallery and he had not the slight­
est doubt that what came from the Gal­
lery waa a truthful representation of 
what occurred in the House, but the 

■way It was "doctored" was hardly fair, 
since careless and Indiscreet remarks 
made by government supporters were 
carefully eliminated, but wherever any­
thing was found to the disadvantage 
of the other side It was worked to the 
very limit. The "Colonist" was one of 
the band of spoon-fed papers which ex­
isted from two sources; from advertis­
ing various notices under the Land. Act. 
and advertisements paid for by the" gov­
ernment. Outside papers In the pro­
vince did not keep reporters in the Gal­
lery but took their reports from papers 
like the Victoria “Colonist" so that they 
were poisoned at the source. Anything 
that was British never failed to appeal 
to the Victoria "Colonist." It was full 
of praise for British systems, and at 
the same time Its own actions were 
redolent with leachery and graft of the i 
worst kind. By the accounts of last I 
year he found that no less a sum than 
16,140.00 was fed Into the unscrupulous 
maw of this publication. To under­
stand the character of this sort of 
thing he would remind the House that 
there was In the city of Victoria another 
paper called '.The Times," and the pub­
lic accounts showed that last year The 
Times" received from the government 
for advertising the magnificent sum of 
$00.40. There must be some motive, 
other than reaching the public, to justfy 
the expenditure of thle money, and the 
service rendered wee to give the key­
note to other party publications In 
British Columbia.

The Government had a haoit of re­
ferring to September 21st, and certain 
by-elections to prove that their method 
was correct. Well. Pontius Piute 
proved his actions to be correct by just 
the same kind of beast. (Laughter.) A 
year ago the “Colonist" had endeavored 
to publish an evening paper In Victoria 
To judge from the patronage, they gave 
"The Times" the Government seemed to 
consider that an evening paper was no 
good to advertise in. yet this partlcuUr 
evening paper he had referred to had 
drawn »»,4>2 from the provincial treas­
ury. That was the policy of the Hon. 
Richard McBride in dealing out money 
from the provlncUl treasury to hla own 
party papers. Time and time again In 
the past the Conservatives at Ottawa . 
had condemned the spoils system, but | 
where was a "rottener'’ Instance of the ; 
spoils system than this? He drew no 
line between the Government tnat would 
tolerate such a thing, and" the paper 
that would accept it.

He continued that while It had been 
omitted from the report of the speech 
Of the member for Vancouver (Mr. Wat- f 
eon) which had appeared id the "Colon- 
let." he had understood him to aay that I 
workers throughout the province were 
so struck by the high wages paid by the 
Government for fighting bush fires that 
they had deliberately set out bush fires 
so that they might have the pleasure of 
eating smoke while beating them ouL 
(Laughter.) He considered a slander of 
that kind on the people of the province 
was very ill-advised, and the gentleman 
was fortunate In having a paper that 
would carefully eliminate It. The pre­
sent Bush I- lres Act was ao nicety ad­
justed that no permit to burn oft brush 
waa available at the only time you could 
bum It. The Government selected some 
man for firewarden who knew nothing 
about the difficulty of clearing land, 
and would not allow anyone to start a 
fire until there had been so much rain 
that the brush would not burn. Under 
these circumstances they could not won 
dor If a map burned without a-------**
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he ,ldded' 't,le on,y th|ng 
that will cause a man to apply for a 
permit is out of regard for the 42 men 
who compose this House, though If hë 
sat here himself he would have mighty 
“‘tle regard for any of us. (Laughter ) 
This Bush Fire, Act 1. « 
worded that If a man prosecutin g 
has to prove his own innocence, instead
”„rkTM,the P,r0MC"tto" Promts
Kum. This system started in anai» 
and then got to Russia and never «Dr» i 
further until It go, to B ... . ?n eau

• «• *'"><. .hat .ftey pullZ

men in ao firewardens it would be un-f 
necessary to plaster every fence and 
gatepost in the province with notices of­
fering rewards to people who informed 
on anyone stating a bush fire.

He continued that the fourth member 
for Vancouver (Mr. Tisdall). after a 

ng speech on the prosperity of the 
Province had called upon the Govern-

°reaSe the 81,6 of orphanages, 
hospitals and lunatic asylums. (Laugh- 

r.) It was said the province was en- 
gying great prosperity. Well. he had 
With him a copy of the “Labor Gazette." 
Published by the Department of Labor 
a Ottawa, and this showed that the 
cost of living had increased 37 per cent. 
How had wages fared in comparison?
19 K«rn ,rear” ag° he had hlms*lf earned 
1Z.60 a day on railway construction, and
ri Jlrescnt tlme men were working 
for f—25 a day for the Canadian Nor- 
tr.ern Railway Company on Vancouver 
Island. Among miners there had been 
a ten per cent Increase in wages in ten 
yoars, but they had to go on strike to 
Set it. In the agreement the Govern­
ment had made with the Canadian Nor­
thern Railway Company it was provided 
that current wages should be paid to 
railway workers, but the wages they 
were paying showed a fall of ten per 
cent, while the cost of living had in­
creased 37 per cent.

'In spite of all "the nice things that 
have been aald in press reports, it seem­
ed to me that the Premier was In an 
irritable mood and was rather snappy in 
hie remarks when he was replying to 
the member for Alberni the other day.
It seems to me that all the fulsome 
praise that has been showered on the 
Premier In recent years Is having an 111- 
effect, and is spoiling that good nature 
which made him so well-known through 
all this province. I have heard it said 
That Is the most there is to Hoh. Rich­

ard McBride—his intense good nature1 
and good taemory for faces.' So he has 
got to think that because his picture, 
stands behind any policy It must not be 
attacked. For my part I see the wis­
dom of the remark of the newspaper­
man who said, ‘No man can be half as 
wise as the Hon. Richard McBride 
looks.' (Laughter.) And If I have any 
powers of imagination it runs to looks 
and nothing else. I admit that the Hon. 
Richard McBride looks like a statesman, 
but I am going to try to find out whe­
ther he acts like one." (Laughter.)

Mr. Williams continued that if there 
was a place where the Premier could 
hew out for himself a place as a states-. 
man, It was in dealing with the vast,- 
unsettled areas of the province. He ad­
mitted that since the Government had 
been in power they had enough railways 
under construction to open up a great 
deal of country, but where were the 
pre-emptors who should reap the advan­
tage of it? Where was the land avail­
able for them? It was easy to color 
maps red, but they found the papers 
filled with the notices of land specula­
tors. The census reports showed that 
the greater part of the population of 
British Columbia was' on the peninsula 
between Burrard Inlet and the Fraser 
River, while the great wild lands were i 
still lying undeveloped. If the land? 
were available for pre-emptors, a hun- 
dred thousand men would settle on it 
juet as soon as the fact became known.
The trouble was that people directed by 
the Land Department had gone out and 
found no land.

The portion of the policy of the Hon.
Rite hard McBride that appealed to him 
most strongly was that of land sales. 
During the year of ISOS, the year in 
which the. McBride Government came 
into power, the sales of )«!nd6 in Brltteh 
Columbia amounted to |6i.i00. and'dur­
ing the last fiscal year they were $2,r 
431.000, an Increase of 3.000 per cent.
As an Instance of how tKe publie lands 
were disposed of he quoted from what
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termed “that great publication with 
I Brltleh Ideal» and Saskatchewan Indian 

moral», the Premier's personal organ, i 
the Victoria Week." Thle paper was 
brought Into existence for the eake of ;

, eulogising the Hon. Richard McBride, L- 
and published his picture once at least 
every four months. He read from It an 
adoount of a little band of pioneers and 
explorers, and how they had discovered 
in the northern interior a valley two 
hundred miles long, which the Govern- 

l knew all about ten years before, 
f the land they discovered *0,000 acres 1 
js disposed of to J. 8. Rear of Yan-

.7? and a second instalment of 90,-

-

O'Connor, In praising the Hon. Richard | 
McBride, had said that he Inherited j 
something of hla abilities from his Or­
ange father and his Catholic mother 
from Ireland. Well, he (Mr. Williams) ; 
would like to know from which side of j 
the family he got his love for the curse 
of Ireland landlordism, which he had 
carried over six thousand miles of land j 
and sea and planted Its poisonous seed 
in British Columbia. That was one rea­
son why future generations would, re- 

i. y member the Hon. Richard McBride.
The Speaker. “The honorable gentle­

man will please not mention names. It 
i Is against the rules."

Mr. Williams. "Well. I beg your par­
don, Mr. Speaker: I forgot. If I was 
not a Welshman I would be proud to be 
called an Irishman, because the average 
Irishman will fight landlordism to a 
finish, yet, strange to say. It remains 
for a descendant of that race to plant 
landlordism in British Columbia today."

Mr. Williams continued that he could 
not accept the statement of the Premier $- v 
that more Liberals and Socialists were j „ 
buying lands in British Columbia than j " ■ 
Conservatives. If so. it was strange; 
that so few land notices appeared 1» j 
Liberal or Socialist papers. These no­
tices showed that the applications of 
Conservatives as against Liberals and . 
Socialists were three to one.

In speaking of a Provincial University l 
the Premier had told them that they were 
going to build up an institution equal to 
Oxford and Cambridge and the big uni­
versities In the Eastern States, though 
the "Colonist" had mercifully reported 
him as saying that they would have one 
equal to Toronto or McGill. Hie (Mr. 
Williams') idea of universities was that 
their growth was as natural as that of 
a tree, and they could not buy the at­
mosphere of Oxford or Cambridge with 
all the money they could spend In this 
province. He had only referred to this 
University question because of hie in­
terest in the public schools. In the six 
years during which he lived in a rural 
district they had several different 
teachers, and his own son, who had been 
studying for the High School when he 
left Nanaimo, found himself still unable 
to graduate. Jt was Impossible to make 
any progress with such continuous 
changes of teachers, and he had told hie 
boy that he would have to go to school 
till he bad a whisker like Untie Sam 
before he could get through under such 
a system. < Laughter. ) , The rural 
school was of such a nature that no one 
under twenty ever remained In it long 
enough to got Into the High School 

Dealing with the appointment of a 
chief Inspector of mines in the plate qf 
Mr. Shepherd, the Government lost sight 
of the old Idea behind this inspection 

which was tb reduce the number of ac­
cidents. If the Government was anxi­
ous about the miners they would endea­
vor to find out the wishes of the repre­
sentative of the miners In the district, j 
but they had done nothing of the kind. j 

“I was never consulted in this mat­
ter." said Mr Williams. "The first that 
I heard of Mr. Thomas Graham's ap- 1 
point men t as Chief Inspector of Mines : 
was through the newspaper reports. 1 ! 
wrote at once to the Premier to protest , 
•gainst it, and I received a reply that 
Was eo brief that I felt like framing It, 
land also one I received from him seven 
years ago on the same subject, as 
showing the evolution of thought of th# j 
Minister of Mines. At that time, seven 
years ago, the Premier seemed to recog­
nize my right to protest at least but on 
the recent occasion his letter was ho 
brief that In future It will stand as a 
model to me when I want to tell some-

V/

He continued that be did not think 
I that anyone who had borne- the same 

relation to a manager of mines in Na­
naimo as Mr Graham had done should 
be appointed Chief Inspector for the 
province He had formerly been super­
intendent of the mines managed by Mr. 
Stockett. Well, there was another Mr. 
Stockett In the mining business of 
British Columbia, and there was an- ; 
other Graham, a brother of the Chief 
Inspector. In charge of mines in orte dis­
trict. and that blood relationship must 

; ; be expected to Interfere with the per­
formance of his duties.

T hope." said Mr. Williams, "that he 
: Is a different man from what I take him 
to be. but I Insist we should carefully 
canvass the situation and select a man 
who has as few ties as possible with -, 
mine owners or miners In this province. 
Eight years ago. In this House, I did my 
share in passing an eight-hour law for 
coal mines, though mine manager# re- 

_ ■ quested me not to do eo. When I got 
back home, Mr. Graham was superin­
tendent of the mine in which I had been 
working, and that gentleman very 
promptly placed me on the roll for my 
activity in this matter. Mr. Stockett 
Was manager of the mines and Mr. 
Graham was superintendent, and lie 
must take the responsibility of refusing 
me work."

In conclusion, Mr. Williams said that 
he would like to see an Independent 
auditor appointed to audit the public 
accounts. He had the greatest respect 
for the present auditor, and he could 
not help thinking that he would be 
placed In a position where his duties 
would be a little different than they are 
at the present time. He asserted that 
the government of the province cost |23 
per head of the population, while Mani­
toba. the next dearest province In the 
Dominion, cost only |10 per head, and 
what bad we received in return for this 
heavy taxation during the last ten 
years? Absolutely nothing. The cost 
of government had increased 390 per 
cent., and the population about 100 per 
cent The Government was like a 
spendthrift, and it had enough to spend 
beyond what It required to keep the 

j machine In good running order.
Mr. Jardine moved the adjournment 

Of the debate.

Hüip GALLERY NOTES

y t

'Md

In consequence of the congestion oc­
casioned m the provincial gaol here by 1 
the recent fire, as well as by the pre­
vious overtaxed conditions In Jhe gaols 
In Nanaimo and New Westminster— i 
there being at present no fewer than 107 j 
prisoners in the Fraser City gaol—thtr- p 
ty-flve prisoners were yesterday trans­
ferred to Nelson, where the accommoda­
tions are adeuate. These are almost 
altogether long-term men. and eo soon 
aa any fresh difficulty presents Itself It I 
Is expected that the temporary premises 
here will be ready for use. Several 
petitions for the removal of the gaol 
here to a new and more suitable loca­
tion are at present receiving considera­
tion by the Attorney-General.

Representatives of the Vancouver la- j 
land Development League, headed by 
Mr. J. J. Shallcross and Mr/ A. W Mc­
Curdy, «have waited upon the Minister i 
of Public Works, Hon. Thomas Taylor, ; 
to present suggestions and recommenda­
tions with regard to the improvement ; 
of various Island roads and Island pub­
lic works of necessity generally. The 
delegatee were received moat courteous­
ly, an<f their recommendations were 
carefully noted and will obtain the 
special consideration of the minister 
prior to the presentation of his draft of 
public necessities in the preparation of 
the provincial estimates for the coming

m
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HIER LITS 
EY BY TENDER

I announcement of interest, and one 
t was received with pleasure by ' 

r^eg!ülature, was that by Mr. Parker 
tillams. the Socialist representative of; 

,-bwcaatle, that Mr. J. H. Hawthorn- 
ilBptlte, member for Nanaimo, will be 
É his place in the House during the 
téxt few days. Mr. Hawthornthwaite. 
àwever one may differ with him in hie 
iolitical ideas, is recognized as a strik­
ing personality In the political life of 
British Columbia, and a gentleman who 
jt»o contributes to the proceedings of 

„iarllament the spice that is born of 
•keenness and an ever-present sense of 
humor. Political foemen as well as 
friends will welcome him back from the 
Old Country, hoping that his personal 

‘business has prospered by his visit to 
;the land of his fathers, and that he will 
pnd it possible to be present in his seat 
plurlng the residue of the present ses­
sion.

Many old friends in provincial politi­
cal affairs extended a welcome to Mr. 
John Oliver, who has arrived for an ex­
tended visit at the Capital. The rumor 
has it that Mr. Oliver is here to act as 
an unofficial advisor to Mr. Brewster 
in his presentation of the Liberal cause 
on the floor of Parliament. As to this, 
Mr. Oliver says that he will “at all 
times do what he can to assist his col- 

I league from Albemi,-’

Amendment to Land Act En­
acts Drastic Changes 
Methods of Securing Li­
cences in New Areas,

WILL ACCEPT LARGEST 
BONUS PER THOUSAND

Provincial Conservative Ex­
ecutive Wait on Premier and 
Present Resolutions—Point 
Grey Delegation Today.

'

Fv"- * " • r
i ;

'■'■'L 8|§llÿ -

99

Special to tb New»-Advertiser.
Victoria, Jan. 19.—-The executive of 

the Provincial Conservative Association 
waited on the government this morn­
ing and presented the resolutions pass­
ed at the New Westminster convention. 
The Premier promised to consider all 
favorably.*

The resolution favoring a conference 
with the Dominion government with 
the view of appointing a commission 
to Inquire into the advisability of es­
tablishing government telephones he 
considered a wise one, and promised to 
act upon it.

The visitors were afterwards enter­
tained by the Premier to luncheon in the 
Legislative grill.

A deputation from the municipality 
of Point Grey, consisting of Reeve Har­
vey, Councillor Alldn and Mr. B. A. 
Cunliffe, arrived here tonight and to­
morrow will interview the government 
for the purpose of recommending some 
changes in the Municipal Act, such as 
would give the municipalities power to 
establish motor 'bus services, and also 
enlarge their power In dealing with 
electric tramways. They have an ap­
pointment to meet the government to­
morrow morning.

Among the changes in the Land Act 
proposed in Mr. Ross' new bill is the 
appointment of a Provincial Forestry 
Board, with a Chief Forester and other 
officials. Mjpi.

It enacts a drastic change in the 
method of taking out timber licences for 
any areas that may possibly be opened 
up in future. It provides that these 
licences must be tendered for on the 
Ontario plan. That is, that they will 
be issued by tender. The royalties will 
remain the same, but the tenderer who 
offers the largest bonus perltbousand 
feet of timber to be cut will 'be given 
the licence, or if the minister soxigcldes 
the bonus may be for a lump sumN 
the whole limit This does not afrà 
land under licence at the present 1

11m law enacts rigid restrictions ou'"' 
railways for the prevention of fire apd 
also on loggers. It compels the latter 
to dear up debris around their engines 
and along the roads.

The only provision contained for 
hand loggers' licences la that the Min­
ister of Lands may issue them at his ; 
discretion in districts where no injury 
to crown lands or other property is ; 
likely to result. Except to Indians, 
these licences can only be issued to 
oters on provincial Hots.
Penalties for the infringement of the - 

ct pre made more severe.
Royalties in future will be changed 

ccording to the grade of the lumber : 
;ut from tho timber, the grades being 
llvlded into number 1, 2 and 3. These 
oyaltlee will show a material Increase 
ver old rates.
Alderman Williamson and Mr. Walter 

, ,«ek have been appdinted police com­
missioners for Vancouver. Licence } 
commissioners not yet appointed.

Communication Penned in '58 
by Victoria Suggesting 
Name of Province Ready in 
Legislature by Premier.

FIRST READING IS
GIVEN FORESTRY BILL

- - - - - - - - -  z rCongratulatory Address to H,: 
R. H. the Duke of Connaught 
Carried by a Standing Vote | 
—The Statutes.

to the News-Advertiser.
Victoria, Jap. 19.—There were three 

Important features in the sitting of the 
legislature this afternoon. The first' 
was the passing of a congratulatory ad­
dress to>-Ilfs Royal Highness the Duke 
of Connaught on his appointment as 
Governor-General of Canada; the second 
was the second reading of the revised 
Statutes Bill; and the third was the in­
troduction of the amendments to the 
Land Act for the purpose of creating a 
“Forestry Department, and imposing 
new regulations.”

The address to the Governor- General 
was tnôved by the Premier, seconded by 
Mr. Brewster and was carried by a 
standing vote. ‘

Hon. Mr. Bowser moved the second 
j reading of the bill respecting revised 
statutes. He stated that they were in 
three volumes. Of these 3000 copies had 
been printed and bound, making 9000 in 
all. They contained a consolidation of 
all public acts passed in British Columbia 
up to Dec. 31, 1911. The revising com­
missioners had in some cases, with his 
consent, made some unimportant changes ;
In the wording of some of the acts, and 
these he would explain fully when tho 
bill came into committee of the whole..
He gave great praise to the revising 
commissioners, Messrs. Charles Wilson, 
and' A. F. Luxton, for the manner 1n - 
which the work had been done, and also v 
to the King's Printer for the fine typo­
graphical work and excellent binding.
He added that a fourth volume would 
be Issued during the recess. This would 
contain the English laws brought into 
force by the proclamation of Sir James 
Douglas in 1857; and also an index of 
private bills.

Mr. Brewster was of the opinion that 
they were being asked to take a great 
deal on trust, and with all due deference 
to the commissioners, suggested that a 
committee of judges should be appoint­
ed to check over their work before the 
House passed it.

8 Ho». ?|r. McPhilipps replied that siuce 
jit was the dbty of a judge to interpret 
fthe law it was not considered wise to;
I employ them in revising It.
| Mr. Williams said that the whole mat- 
! ter should be deferred till another ses­
sion, so that members might have an 
opportunity to look through the statutes! 
before voting on them.

The bill passed second reading, Messrs. 
Brewster and Williams voting "nays.*\

In moving the vote of congratulations ■ 
to the Duke of Connaught, the Premi.-r 
read the letter written by Quern Vic-( • 
toria in 1868 to Sir E. Bulwer Lytton, 
suggesting that this pro vine* be named 
“British Columbia.”

Hon. Mr. Ross’ bill to amend the Land 
Act and create a Provincial Forestry 
Board was given first reading, without 
discussion.

■ Mi mm i.7 -Wj,
—fr. 6 r
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The Provincial Legislature
J Minister of Lands Replies to Attacks Made on His Department 

—Conservation Is Practiced Throughout British 
Columbia,

H|g’; . Victoria. Jan. 18.—The debate on the 
address In reply to the Speech from the 
Throne was closed this afternoon by a 

j ringing: speech by the Hon. W. Ross, 
Minister of Lands, in which he vindica­
ted the policy of his department from 
the attacks that had been made upon it 
by the members for Alberoi and New­
castle. He showed clearly that the 
Government had a land policy, and one 
that was making for the conservation 
of the lands of the province. He point­
ed out that it was impossible to get 
settlers on land away from railways, 
and in the past the only available land 
contiguous to railway had been in the 

”| Canadian Pacific Railway belt, which 
was under the supervision of the Dom­
inion Government, and up to this time 
had been the most stagnant portion of 
the entire province.

He then showed how, step by step, the 
McBride Government had been making 
the alienation of land more difficult to 
the purchaser, and withdrawing one 
area after another from sale until at 
the present day practically two-thirds 
of the entire province were held under 
reserve for the pre-emptor. Of tills 
area 900,000 acres had already been 
surveyed and was ready for the pre- 
emptor. He pointed out how in 1907 the 
Government had taken the first step by 
dropping the classification known as 
third-class lands, which Increased the 
prices of Crown lands by about 200 per 
cent., and later in the same year they 

jjjg had also put a reserve on all unallen- 
| ated timber lands. In 1908 they cora- 
j mençed a system of surveys which had 
! been kept up steadily ever since. Ip 
; that year they had also set aside one- 

third for the exclusive benefit of the 
|! pre-emptor, one-third for University en- 
; : dowment, and one-third for purchase or 
j pre-emption under the Land Act.
I In IW 1910 and 1911 still further 

!•: areas were withdrawn from sale and 
lease, and coincident with these came 

j the determination to increase the price 
of Crown lands 100 per cent., which had 

■' «one into effect last year. The policy 
; provided that during the coming year 
■ still further areas would be surveyed. 

H •“d Particularly along the North 
S Thompson, and along the line of the G.

; T. F. the Government would provide 
| surveyed lands for settlers in advance 

of their arrival. On the Mainland, with 
I the exception of lands In the Immediate 
| vicinity of Vancouver all were open to 
! the pre-emptor and closed to the pur-

Tlie other speakers bn the address 
* yesterday were Messrs. Jardins, Wnv 

Hanson (Skeens), and M. Mattson (Co-

Mr- Jardine expressed sympathy for 
his former colleague, the member for 
Alberoi, fn his lonely position in the 
House, and administered a mild rebuke 
to the member for Newcastle for the 
banner in which he had spoken of the 

|premier on the previous day. He Jus­
tified his own support of the Canadian 
Northern agreement by pointing to the 
greet development that had taken place 
on Vancouver Island since construction

work had begun. In reply to Mr. Wil­
liams’ strictures on the Victoria “Colon­
ist,” he produced figures to' show that 
for a series of years all the money re­
ceived by the "Colonist" for advertising 
from the Dominion Government wee 
$6.25, while during the same period the 
"Times” had received $7,133.06.

Mr. Manson (Skeena) devoted himself 
chiefly to the needs of his own district. 
He suggested the appointment of in­
spectors to decide on the conflicting 
claims of pre*emptors, owners of timber 
lands, and stakers of mineral claims, as 
they were constantly overlapping. He 
also considered that the time had ar­
rived for the creation of a judicial dis­
trict at Prince Rupert, so that they 
might have their own gaol and hold the 
assizes there.

Mr. Manson (Comox) made an earnest 
plea for the retention of hand-loggers’ 
licences, and did not think that the 
Forestry Commission bad been suffi­
ciently informed when they reported In 
"favor of their abolition. He also dwelt 
upon the development of his district, 
which produced one-third of the timber 
cut, and practically one-fourth of the 
coal taken out In the entire province.

The Premier moved the apolntment 
of Standing Committees, of which the 
following will be the chairmen: Private 
Bills, N. F. Mackay ; Mining, M. Manson 
(Comox) ; Railways, JL O. Parson; Pub­
lic Accounts. Tbos. Gifford; Municipal, 
H. H. Watson; Agriculture. 8. A. Caw­
ley; Printing, c. 15. TledaU.

The following petitions were receiv­
ed:

From John, Y. McNaught and others, 
for leave to Introduce a Private Bill to 
Incorporate the Corporation of the Dis­
trict of West Vancouver. (No. 3.)

From the City of Prince Rupert, for 
leave to introduce a Private Bill to vali­
date a certain bylaw. (No. *.)

Mr. Thomson presented a petition to 
confirm certain bylaws of the City of 
Victoria.

Ooroaattom Visit.
Mr. Williams asked the Hon. the Min­

ister of Finance the following ques­
tions:

1. What was the total cost of the 
Hon. the Premier’s visit to the Corona­
tion?

2. What was the tout cost of the 
Hon. the Attorney-General’s visit to the 
Coronation? . , :

The Hon. the Minister of Finance re­
plied as follows:

"1. $11.90$.
**2. $3,W0.”

The Standing Committees were ap­
pointed as follows:

Private Bills and Standing Orders— 
Messrs. Mackay, Miller, McGuire. Man- 
son (Dewdney). Shatford, Shaw. Brew­
ster. Hawlhornthwalte and Williams

Mining—Messrs. Manson (Comox), 
Hunter, Braden, Fraser, McDonald and 
Williams.

Railways — Messrs. Parson. Caven, 
Callanan, Fraser, Luoas, Behnsen. Jertr

non., TledaU. Wright. Jardine and Haw- 
thornthwalte.

Public Account, — Mount,. Clifford, 
Schofield, Wright. Day»}- and William».

Municipal Mature—Mettra W»uon. 
Davey. Man eon (Skeena), Schofield, 
Cawley, Mackensle, Hunter, Brewaler 
and Hawthornthwalla

Agriculture—Maeare Cawley, Jaek- 
aon, Lucaa, Callanan and Jardine.

Printing—Mener». Tladall. Beknaen 
and Mackensle.

UlliJl on A fill res s
Mr. Jardine continued the debate on 

the address in reply to the Speech from 
the Throne. In complementing preced­
ing speakers, he said he considered the 
speech of the Premier to have been one 
of the most brilliant of hie efforts. "I 
am sony to say.” be added, “that the 
remarks of the member for Alberoi were 
of the political nature which we might 
expect from him. At the same time, In 
view of the diminished numbers of the 
Liberal party In this House. I have 
great sympathy for the member for 
Alberoi. because I know to a great ex­
tent the difficulties he is placed under. 
As. for the member for Newcastle, the 
House always enjqys his efforts, and 
yesterday his remarks and witticisms 
were of a high order, but it would have 
been better probably had he mollified 
his words with a little ointment. His 
remarks about the First Minister were 
no doubt made in the heat of his anxiety 
to bring about reforms that are so dear 
to him, but he should remember that 1* 
is as Veil to speak with respect of thoSe 
placed in authority for the time oeing."

Mr. JARDINE continued that he was1 
quite as anklous as the member for 
Newacstle to bring about any reforms 
that would be of benefit to the people 
of British Columbia, and as long as he 
was a member of the Conservative party 
he would support any reforms with that 
end in view. It did npt matter much 
from which party theytgpme so long as 
they did come. He confessed that he 
would like to see this province settled 
as much as possible with people from 
the British Isles, so that we might have 
a homogeneous race, though he would 
not hesitate to welcome into citlsenehlp 
people from other nations of Europe. 
He could not, however, agree with the 
member for Newcastle, who in his seal 
for immigration said that 100,000 people 
might be at once settled on the vacant 
lande of British Columbia. Before the- 
people came, accommodation should be 
provided for them in highways and 
transportation.

He was aware that there was diffi­
cult in securing teachers for rural 
schools, and If salaries stood in the way 
they should be provided. He did not 
aaa eye to •>. with the member for 
Newcastle on the question of the Pro. 
vinciel University. He believed that It 
woold be made so that the poorest child 
In the land could receive the benefit of 
it.

He wea rather surprised at the elate- 
ment of the member for Newcastle as 
to wages paid on the Canadian Northern 
construction on Vancouver Island. He 
hod taken seme trouble to go into the 
matter himself, and had secured from 
two of the contracting firms figure» », 
to the wages paid their men. Theee ran 
in Bdth canes from 1150 » day for la- 
borer», up through other grades to as 
high as |1 for axemen. |l to H.lo for 
bridge Carpenters, 17 for teamsters and 
H ot to |6 for foremen, while the cost

£■: -■
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trusted they would be increased. He 
would like also to see the Government 
supply cheap powder to settlers for 
clearing purposes. In that way they 
would assist the settlers, if not taking 
a real part in clearing themselves.

Another difficulty they had to con­
tend with was the administration of 
justice. He considered the time was 
now ripe for the establishment of an 
assise court at Prince Rupert, and they 
should also have their own court house 
and gaol, and so save the expense of 
transporting prisoners from the north 
to New Westminster, as this cost 
amounted to about $60 per head for 
every prisoner taken down.

Mr. MANflON (Comox) took up the 
clause in the address dealing with the 
Forestry Commission. He said the dis­
trict he represented was producing 
more than one-third of the total cut of 
timber In British Columbia. Last year 
in that district there had been cut 360,- 
000,000 feet of timber. Many of the re­
commendations of the Forestry Com­
mission would materially assist the 
.timber men, but there was one he wish­
ed to take exception to, and that was 
the recommendation that hand-loggers' 
licences should be abolished. He could 
only state that the commissioners did 
not have all the evidpnce before them or 
they would not have come to such & con­
clusion. The commission held no sit­
tings north of Nanaimo, and probably 
there were not half-a-dozen men engag­
ed In hand-logging within 100 to 400 or 
600 miles of them. The sittings were 
Iso held in the summer, which was the 

harvest, so to speak, of the hand-log­
gers, and as they were all men of small 
means it was out of the question for 
them to attend and give their evidence 
at Nanaimo or Vancouver. At the same 
time the big timber-holders who had 
their offices in the large centres had 
every opportunity of placing their views 
before thé commission, and so they only 
heard one aide of the story. The reason 
given for the recommendation was that 
hand-loggers* licences led to- the abuse 
of their privileges. In a residence of 36 
years on the Coast he knew many of 
these hand-loggers well, and they would 
compare in honesty with any other class 
and because a few might trespass it 
was no reason why they should all be 
condemned. He hoped the Minister of 
Lands would not follow the report in 
this recommendation when framing his 
amendments to the Land Act, as it 
would deprive these men of the oppor­
tunity to make an honest living in their 
business.

Referring to the progress made in his 
district during the past year, Mr. Man- 
son mentioned the Powell River Pulp 
and Paper Mills. These had been com­
pleted, and would have been running 
but for an accident to their machinery; 
but in a few days they would commence 
operations, turning out 100 tons of pulp 
and paper a day and employing many 
men. In Comox the Canadian Western 
Lumber Company had pushed on their 
logging railway for a large number of 
miles, and were conducting extensive 
operations. Large x workshops and ma­
chine shops had been built, and an elec­
tric light plant Installed. The coal 
mines of his district had paid into the 
treasury almost 25 per cent, of the total 
coal taxes of the province, which show­
ed that they had produced practically a 
quarter of the fcoal. and they were pre­
paring for even more active develop­
ment in the future. They were putting

in a new electric light and power plant, 
and it was expected that within the next 
two years $2,000,000 would be spent in 
one place in development work. This 
would have a more far-reaching effect 
than' mining, since it would also provide 
a market for the produce grown in the 
district. Moreover, the electric power 
plant would supply settlers with light 
and power for miles round.

He hoped that when the railway pol­
icy of the Government was brought 
down it would be found that provision 
had been made for the construction of a 
railway to the north end of Vancouver 
Island, as there were immense quanti­
ties of timber and ore to be opened up, 
and it would also develop large tracts 
of agricultural land. In addition to 
that the fine scenery would be the 
means of drawing people of leisure and 
means there to spend their vacations. 
These people would spend their money 
freely, and the province would reap the 
benefit.

Hon. Mr. ROSS was greeted with ap­
plause when he rose to close the debate 
with a defence of the policy of the 
Lands Department He said:

"I note, Mr. Speaker, that the Hon. 
the Leader of the Opposition has been ' 
searching for the land policy of this 
Government in the Speech from the 
Throne, and having failed to find it 
there, has concluded the Government 
has no such policy. As the member of 
this Government having immediate con­
trol over the Department of Lands, it 
affords me great pleasure to assure the 
Hon. the Leader of the Opposition that, 
although he has failed to find It in the 
Speech from the Throne, this Govern­
ment has a land policy, and one which 
is making for the conservation of the 
lands of the province. (Applause.)

“It may be that it has not developed 
as rapidly as I and many other members 
of this House would wish, but it is 
making steady and very satisfactory 
progress, all things considered. Until a 
few years ago, Mr. Speaker, the energies 
of the men entrusted with the adminis­
tration of the affairs of this province 
were of necessity confined to the rais­
ing of sufficient money to keep things 
moving, and keep alive the hopes .and 
aspirations of the pioneers who first 
cast their lot in with the development 
of British Columbia. There was com­
paratively no demand for the lands or 
timber of the province. A very small 
portion of the province had the advan­
tage of railway communication, and 
that portion of the province which en­
joyed this advantage, and known as the 
Railway Belt, was administered by the 
political friends of the Hon. the Leader 
of the Opposition at Ottawa, and was, 
and continues to be, notwithstanding the 
statutory obligation to make the same 
available to the settler, the most stag­
nant portion, of the entire province. (Ap­
plause.)

"It is hardly under conditions such 
as existed up to this time that one 
would look for the development of a 
progressive land policy, but when the 
change came, when the demand for the 
timber of the province was followed by 
an even greater demand for the vacant 
Crown lands, it became possible to put 
into effect many changes, all making 
for the good of the people of the whole 
province.

"The first Important change came in 
the year 1907, when the prices of Crown 
lands were increased something like 200 
per cent, by the dropping of the classi­

fication known as third-class land, 
a much closer inspection of classify 
tion generally. Later, in' the closli 
months of the same year, it was decide 
that sufficient of the timber areas 
the provinces has been brought 
special timber licences to meet all lej 
timate milling requirements for sol 
time to come, and the timber lands 
the province were withdrawn from &l| 
iehatlon entirely.

"In 1908 the Government undertook j 
somewhat extensive system of survey! 
of the vacant lands, and to corred 
abuses which had obtained in the past 
created reserves against sale or lease 
in the areas set aside for survey. |P 

"Another new departure was theti 
made of the lands surveyed. The Gov-i 
ernment set aside one-third for the ex-j 
elusive benefit of the pre-emptor, one- 
third for the University endowment, ana 
one-third for purchase or pre-emption 
under the provisions of the Land Act. J 

"Irt 1909 and 1910 further large areal 
were withdrawn from sale or lease, ami 
even more comprehensive surveys uni 
dertaken. And iri 1911 a further devel 
opment of the land policy of the Govern 
ment took form in the withdrawal froti 
sale or lease of the vacant lands of th 
Crown in the districts of Cariboo anj 
Lillooet and the Kamloops Division ci 
Yale District, practically one-third .'Xj 
the area of the entire province. (Aï 
plause.)

“Coincident with the withdrawal < 
these lands came the decision to il 
crease the price of lands acquired t 
purchase one hundréd per cent A d« 
cision which, I may remark in passii 
occasioned the political friends of 
hon. the leader of the Opposition ci 
sterpation.

"About this time, finding tliemselvi 
shut out of other portions of tiie proiij 

i incé by reserves, investors in Crowi 
lands turned their attention to the pro­
vincial lands in the Peace River sec 
tion in such numbers, that the "Tlmi 
newspaper of this city saw in 
movement another trek of the friel 
of the government to all that rei 
ed desirable of the provincial lands..

"It is not so long ago, and most 
bers of this House can remember 
the members of this government 
vlllifled for continuing a laxity in 
land laws which would permit of 
gobbling up of the natural resoui 
of the Peace River district, and 
"Times,” in pointing out this grievi 
error of the government lamented 
ceedingly that the government 
not check the spoilers because 
were all friends of the governmi

It happened also that about, 
time, the Canadian Pacific Rail' 
Company and. the Hudson's Bay 
pany, both large holders of la 
the province adjoining British 
bia, decided upon a general ad 
land prices, and this governmeiii 
Ing abreast of the times, decided 
a like advance, and the prices of 
in the Reace River district, 
a,U other lands throughout the pi 
were advanced from $2.50 and $1 
$10.00 per acre.

"It then became necessary for 
“Times" to shift its criticism, an] 
forthwith proceeded to denounce 
government for doing the very 
-vhlch it had previously denoun 

. government for not doing, and 
criminals for not conserving the 
tural resources from the spoiler:
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RiVcr, the members of the 

in the eyes of the editor of 
took further stripes in re- 

l the purchasers of lands in the 
- River to pay what the govern- 

t, as trustees for the men. women 
children of the province, consider- 

such lands to he worth. It is nothing 
w to see the editor of the • Times” 
owing hot and blowing cold in turn, but 

t the astute leader of His Majesty’s 
idifk-d nnd loyal Opposition (laugh- 

r) should do so, surely furnishes rea- 
for comment and the only tfratifv- 
feature of the situation is that the 

latlon which the Hon. gentleman's 
lltical party bears numerically to the 
pie of , this province Is exemplified 

n the division of th^ parties in this 
ouse. a situation by the way tfhlch 

ts members of the party to speak 
t the same time without violating the 
les of the House. (Laughter.)
As to the land jxrticy of this gov- 

rnment, I may sav that it aims at se- 
urlng a comprehensive survey of the 
hole province, a work which is now 

er way, and with , respect to which 
ubstantial progress has been made.

ork which has given to the province 
ready 800,000 acres of surveyed lands 

are ready fôr the pre-emptor. 
lands close to and adjoining the line 
of railway now under construction 
^through the northern portion of the 
•province; sufficient lands to provide 
homes for six thousand families, which 
làrge area will be added to from year 
tp year, and with the lead that the 
:Làads Department has over present re­
quirements for pre-emption the depart­
ment will be always in advance of the 
deipand. (Applause.)

■f may further exnlain. Mr. Speaker, 
that hot only has this land been sur­
veyed'awaiting the coming of the pre- 
emptor, but the greater portion of the 
lands-has been accurately mapped and

S ■ I

thousands of such maps have been, and 
are being mailed to assist pre-emptors 
in their location of desirable homo- 
steads.

When the figures are available I am 
satisfied that a substantial Increase will 
be shown In the number of pre-emption 
records issued throughout the province, 
and. that an even more gratifying show­
ing^ will be made with respect to the 
number of certificates of improvements 
that have been issued. But satisfactory 
se present progress has been. I am sat­
isfied It Is only the commencement of 
the greet movement to the vacant 
lands of the Northern Interior which 
will follow the completion of the Une 
of railway now under construction.

In addition to the lands, which the 
land policy has rendered available' for 
pre-emptors. It has furnished 7§0,080 
acres of lands for the purposes of un­
iversity endowment and two or three 
hundred thousand acres available for 
the purposes of sale by auction.

This, Incidentally, brings to notice 
another development of the land policy 
which aims at the gradual elimination 
of the private sale of Crown lands in 
that none of the lands surveyed by tbe 
Crown during the year 191§ were open 
for private sale. Such lands as were 
-not assigned for pre-emption or uni­
versity purposes being considered un­
der reserve for sale by'"public auction. 
As to whether'the land policy of this 
government aims at the exploitation 
of the lands of the province at the in­
stance of tlie speculator I will auk 
the members of this House to Judge, 
in view of the fact that already two- 
thirds of the province is under reserve 
against the man who would acquire 
lands by sale or lease, while all of the 
said lands, with the exception of a por­
tion of the reserve along the south fork 
of the Fraser River, the reserve at Klt- 
imaat and the reserve on the Tsimp- 
sean Peninsula, are open to the pre- ; 
emptor.

It has been represented by the politi­
cal friends of the leader of the Oppo­
sition that all the desirable lands In the 
northern portion of the province have 
been sold. Such is not the case. Na­

turally, the lands that have rece 
first attention have boon the lend* i uppunu«n. 
along the line of the Grand Trunk Pe- 1 This land policy has of nece*** 
ciflc, but if all the lands that have : made to conform to the anwa^, 
been sold along the line of the railway j that have been made from tlnet,^ % 
were settled the occupants of the same j to the Land Act during the wgtv 
would not be neer enough to each other or six year*, and under whift 
to enjoy the pleasures of human no- 1 thousands of application* to 
clety. Along, the projected line* of | have been carried through to 
the Canadian Pacific Railway through i tlon Involving, a* you all knot, 
the Kamloops division of Yale and J dreds of different conflictin' ime* 
Cariboo districts, not an acre of Crown ! but in the great amount of 
land Is available for the purchaser. The j dealt with there ha* not tx* ^

• lalned In the mind* of reasowg,».

I NEWS-ADVERB

pre-emptor may go in and secure his 
land, but the purchaser is excluded.

The land policy contemplates that the 
system of government surveys shall 
be carried through these land* during 
the coming summer, and that the usual 
assignments of such surveyed land* 
shall 4be made for pre-emption, for un­
iversity purpose* and for the purpose j 
of sale by public auction, and along 
the North Thompson River as along the 
line of the Grand Trunk Pacific the 
land policy of this government will pro­
vide aurveyed lands for pre-emptors In 
advance of their arrival And what Is 
true of this section of the province to 
be served by the Grand Trunk Pacific 
and tlie Canadian Northern Railway la 
likewise true of that great expanse of 
country from the City of Vancouver 
to JJIe northern boundary of the province 
where the Peace River leaves It, with 
respect to which Insistant demand* are 
being made for railway construction, 
and, with the exception of the lands in 
tbe Immediate vicinity of the City of 
Vancouver, all are ofcen to the pre- - 
emptor and closed to the purcliaser. 
(Applause.)

In short, Mr. Speaker, it may eur- j 
prise the leader of the Opposition to 
learn that all Crown lands In the dis­
tricts of New Westminster^ Lillooet, ! 
Cariboo and the Kamloops division of 
Yale district from the Coast to the 
province of Alberta, have been absolute­
ly withdrkwn from sale

There Is one other feature I would , 
like to bring to the attention of the 
member, of thl, Houle before t leave 
the land policy, the shortcomings of

reason* *
the faintest suggestion of a Mr 
dal or a single Instance when pu 
having claims under the Lund Art* 
not received honest treat mem it &, 
bends of the officials charged tie & 
carrying into effect of the gortn 
land policy. < Loud applause..

At the conclusion of Hon. 
speech, the Speaker called quDa«jH 
the debate, and as no one else Rfk 
the address was declared carrW. 
motion of the Premier. WednwJgfcnE" 
was fixed as the date for hrhtgfef 
supply, though as thl* is slmulrih 
mal motion. It does not ■" 
mean that the budget will Im> intri 
on that date. it l* usually ■ 
down some day* later.

Mr. Thomson was given le»vct»b-l 
troduce a bill to confirm ceruii ty-l 
laws of the City of Victoria, tai fljj 
House adjourned.
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The Provincial Legislature
Ion, W, J. Bowser Moves Second Reading of Bill Revising 

Provincial Statutes—Address of Congratulation to 
Governor-General is Passed.

jof t l 
the 1

-

Victoria, Jan. 19.—There were three 
important feature» In the sitting of the 
Legislature this afternoon. The first 
was the passing of a congratulatory ad­
dress to His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Connaught on his appointment as 
Governor-General ; the second was the 
second reading of the Revised Statutes' 
Bill; and the third was the introduction 

'_the amendments to the Land Act for 
purpose of creating a Forestry De­

partment and imposing new regulations. 
The address to the Governor-General 
was moved by the Premier, seconded by 
Mr. Brewster and carried by a standing

Hon. Mr. BOWSER moved the second 
reading oF~ the bill respecting revised 
statutes. He stated that they were In 
three volumes, of which 3000 copies had 
been printed and bound, making 9000 
volumes in all. They contained a con­
solidation of all public acts passed In 
British Columbia up to December 31, 
1911. The Revising Commissioners 
had in soxpe cases, with his consent, 
msde some unimportant changes in the 
wording of * some of the acts, and these 
he would explain fully when the bill 
came Into Committee of the Whole. He 
gave great praise to the revising com­
missioners, Messrs. Charles Wilson and 
A. y. Luxton. for the manner In which 
the work had been done and also to the 
King's Printer for the fine typograph­
ical work and excellent binding. He 

that a fourth volume would be 
issued during the recess. This would 
contain the English laws brought Into 
force by the proclamation of Sir James 
Douglas in 1867, and also an Index of 

• private bills.
Mr. BREWSTER was of opinion that 

hey were being asked to take a great 
leal on trust, and with all due defer­
ence to the commissioners, suggested 
hat a committee of Judges should be ap- 
•ointed to check over their work before 
he House passed it.
Hon. Mr. McPHILLIPS replied that 

inee It was the duty of a Judge to ln- 
*rpret the law. it was not considered 
rise to employ them in revising it. 
l|r. WILLIAMS said (hat the whole 

1 should, be deferred U11 another
Hon. so that members might have an 

iRy to look- through- the- stat­
utes before voting on them.

The bill passed sècônd reading, 
Messrs. Brewster, and Williams voting 

f‘Nay.”
In moving the vote of congratulation 

1 the Duke of Connaught, the Premier 
___the letter written by Queen Vic­

toria in 1868 to Sir B. Bulwer Lytton.
«ting that this province be named 

. "British Columbia."
Hqu. Mr. Rosa’s bill to amend the 

Land Act and create a Provincial For­
estry Board was given first reading, 
without discussion, 

y Address of Congratulation.
The PREMIER, in moving the reeplu- 

| lion of congratulation to His Royal
Highness the Duke of Connaught on hie

1 .

appointment as Governor-General of the 
Dominion, recounted his conference with 
His Royal Highness during his recent 
visit to Ottawa, and the promise the 
Duke had given to pay British Colum­
bia an early visit.

'T need not,-*' he said, ‘‘emphasise in 
any way the very great satisfaction 
that has been enjoyed by all loyal Cana­
dians because of the appointment of 
one ‘of the Royal House to the position 
of Governor-General of the Dominion. 
Together with the fact that the Duke 
of Connaught has won for himself a 
reputation Imperial-Wide as an excel­
lent man and a brilliant soldier, there 
was general appreciation of the fact 
that one so near in relationship to His 
Majesty the King should be assigned 
to this high and responsible office. Here 
was another tangible evidence of the 
great and far-reaching importance 
which Canada has attained in these 
days as an integral part of the British 
Empire. It is now history that during 
bis lifetime the late King Edward ex­
pressed the wish that arrangements 
might come about- whereby his brother 
the Duke of Connaught, might become 
tils representative in the Federal Capi­
tal. Notwithstanding his untimely 
death and the fact that there were 
many and varied responsibilities at once 
placed upon the shoulders of our King, 
George the Fifth, there was never for 
a moment, so far as we can ascertain, 
any Idea of departing from the express­
ed wish of the late King, and we found 
on completion of the term of office of 
Lord Grey the Press despatches at once 
announced that the Duke of Connaught 
would be the nèxjr Governor-General, 
and he would leave for Canada as soon 
as the circumstances would permit.

"The Governor-General is no stranger 
to Canada. I understand that aa far 
back aa In the early seventies he was 
assigned certain military duties which 
caused him to reside for some time in 
Quebec and afterwards in Montreal, and 
those still -alive and in mature years, 
who were privileged to reside here at 
that time, are still loud in their praises 
of his conduct in Canada. He was al- 
Wayfc known for hie unassuming and 
npqnly bearing. Apart altogether from 
the princely bearing which was his pri­
vilege, he was looked upon aa an excel­
lent type of man and a good soldier. 
The other day at Ottawa His Royal 
Highness reminded us of the fact that 
on his war home from India, where he 
had been In command of the Imperial 
forces, he had arranged his journey 
home overland by the C. P. R„ and he 
told us with what pleasure and what 
Interests he enjoyed every moment of 
the time journeying over Canada. 
Though the trip was a very hurried one 
it had made on hlm an impression of 
the else of Canada that would always 
last.

"I am quite satisfied that in the wel­
come we shall give the Governor-Gen­
eral when he comes to our shores next

summer, there will be that hearty and 
spontaneous outburst of enthusiasm 
Which has always witnessed in this por­
tion of Canada the welcome of the rep­
resentatives of His Majesty the King.
There la nothing to my mind, and I 
can claim very considerable acquaint­
ance with the people of British Colum­
bia, that seems to bring out the loyalty 
and patriotism of Canadians resident 
here as when the occasion presents it­
self for the representative of His Maj­
esty to visit this province, because we 
are privileged to live under the Union 
Jack and enjoy the liberty for which it 
stands.

"It appears in looking over the re­
cords of years gone by that the name 
of our province was assigned to us by 
our Governor-General’s mother, the late 
Queen Victoria. I have here a copy of 
the letter written by Her Majesty to Sir 
E. Bulwer Lytton, at that time Colonial 
Secretary, in which she made the sug­
gestion and which I will read with the 
permission of the House."

Queen Victoria to Sir E. Bulwer 
Lytton.

Osborne, 24th July. 1868.
‘The Queen has received Sir E. Bul­

wer Lytton's letter stating that objec­
tions were being made in France to the 
name of -Nlew Caledonia being given to 
the proposed colony between the Pacific 
and the Rocky Mountains. If the name 
of New Caledonia is objected to as 
being already home by another colony 
or island claimed by the French, It may 
be better to give the new colony west 
of the Rocky Mountains another name. 
New Hanover, New Cornwall, and New 
Georgia appear from the maps to be the 
names of sub-dlvlsions of that country, 
but do not appear on all maps. The 
only name which is given to the whole 
territory in every map the Queen had 
consulted Is "Columbia," but as there 
exists'also a Columbia in South Amer­
ica, and the citizens of the United 
States call their country also Columbia, 
at least ip poetry, “British Columbia” 
might be. ' in the Queen’s opinion, the 
best name.’ ”

"I have great pleasure," concluded 
the Premier, "in moving an address of 
welcome to His Royal Highness."

Mr. BREWSTER thanked the Prem­
ier for conferring upon him the honor 
of being called upon^to second the reso­
lution. "I think," he added, “that in 
common with every member on the 
floor of this House and the people of 
Canada, I have felt for many years that 
in reality Canada was becoming the 
bright, particular star in the Great Em­
pire of Britain, and It Is with •very 
great satisfaction, indeed, that we find 
now that this view has evidently been 
taken by the Royal House in the Moth­
erland, for we have given to us now as 
Governor-General the uncle of the pre­
sent King and the son of our great 
Queen Victoria. In view of the work 
that has been done by the great man 
who has been sent to us, I think Can­
ada may feel proud. I can add little to 
what the Premier has said, but I am 
sure that the House will rise in passing 
the resolution and honor it in a proper 
manner."

The Speaker read the resolution, 
which foliotes, and it was carried unan­
imously by a standing vote:

: "To Field-Marshal His Royal High­
ness Prince Arthur William Patrick 
Albert, Duke of Connaught and Strath-

1
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j earn, Bari of Sussex (in the Peerage 
' of the United Kingdom), Prince of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
V Upland, Duke of Saxony. Print 

Saxé-Coburg and Gotha, KG . *
K.P.. P.C.. G.C.8.I.. G.C.M.G..

v OC.I.B, G.C.V.O., Personal A.D.C. to 
His Majesty the King, Governor-General 
and Commander-in-Chlef of, the Domin­
ion of Canada.

pleaae Your Royal Highness, 
"We, the Speaker and members of the ] 

j Legislative Assembly of the Province 
! of British Columbia, in Parliament as- 
. eombled, loyally present to Your Royal 
Highness, and to Her Royal Highness 
the Duchess of- Connaught, our heart­
felt congratulations upon your safe ar­
rival in the Dominion of Canada.

“The honor conferred upou the Dom­
inion of Canada by the presence of a 
near relative of His Majesty the King 
affords us a deeper gratification than 
can be expressed in words, and is high­
ly significant of His Majesty's desire 
to emphasise the unity of the Empire.

“We trust that your administration 
of public affairs will be as pleasurable 
to Your Royal Highness as it will be 
beneficial to the people of this great 
Dominion; and should Your' Royal 
Highness, with your illustrious Con­
sort. favor the Province of British Col­
umbia with a visit, a warm and loyal 
welcome will be extended to you.”

Bevtssd Statutes.
ATTORNEY -GENERAL BOWSER, in 

moving the second reading of the bill 
ratifying and giving effect to the recent 
revision of the provincial statutes, in­
formed the House that in certain of 
the provinces of the Dominion the cus­
tom Is to have such revision performed 
every ten years There was no fixed 
rule in this regard In British Columbia, 
but the present revision had been ren­
dered necessary by a variety of con­
ations. The first revision made in 
British Columbia was in 1171, this be­
ing not so much a revision proper as a 
compilation of the then existing stat­
ute* And to show how our statutes 
had grown, this first compilation com­
prised but 630 pages, containing the 
•Utm„ of the Colony of Vancouver

I n l da,ln<1 ll,en Colo"y of British 
| Columbia, which was the Mainland, and 

a so the legislation adopted after the 
I two Monies merged into one. In 1877 

another consolide tloo was made em- 
bracin, the statute law, up to that per- 

And in till there cam. another 
revision, . more effective one, when 
commissioners were appointed for the 
purpose of revising, classify», ud 

| consolida tin, th. law. a. they etood at 
that date. The work of the commie 
*'°"*-* the" w*« not •« «real aa It was 
in 1117, when the revision upon which 

I h,d bMn actively en-
1 »"•' naoante the

Uw of the land, thla revision havln, 
been undertaken by the late Chief Jus 
tics, Hon. Theodore Davie. He had not
atatut'*1*?1 r”1*'d ,nd consolidated the 

at th* Pfoctnc# hut had 
5?uded ** w“‘ those Bngll.h law, 
* ' . he considered to be in force ac- 

i oot^tng to the proclamation of sir 
James Dougla, » lilt

unn<cca«ary for him to com- 
ment upon the great work of this 
Melon or the value rendered to
Md ‘Th‘Z> ‘he Chl" -tnatlo.
woîk ^K‘”****d Wl,h l,lm the 

r- work. The revision of 11,7 was an
thera"^ ‘n •r*r>' r«P«t. but 
there had been inch large additions to

!" that Urn# that H 
!" “ctermlned to appoint another 
commission to hrtng the revision and 
~’*',0n 10 nato, -the personnel
of that commission consist», 0f Mr 
Charles Wilson, K.C.. of Vancouver an 
ca-Attorney^onaral of the Province 
***** Mr- A- P- Luxton, K.C.. of Vlrfori»’ two* 0f nnPo-Zint

Ztad ,I,W oocomlaslon-
«^^«Z nTw rlvî 7“" * competenttaw. ^
presenting to th. House » Zï Vol 
rU™,L TÎ,* nontntlaa'on.rs had „7, ^ 

c:;rhl:".P,h».-rt^r-tm7hBrl.i,h

^r.zzr.i^rrs.r”
*«tlUt*ltbh2d bee10 hh' ”*' D*”her‘ 

** bad been thought at a.,» ,, .the revision would be^cadv L ,lMt
ftlon to the '

rtrt ^ ««
- « Æi'Z'r:

8I$m
vSi,-'iSe'

vote another year to It, and it was the 
result of this work which this present 
bill dealt with. He thought that this 
revision would be found to reflect the 
highest credit upon the commissioners.
The arrangement of the statutes was 
perhaps an improvement upon that of 
past revisions and would be found to 
facilitate access to those statutes to 
which reference might be desired from 
time to time. Many statutes were 
passed by the House which were, in a 
way, of a temporary character, and 
other statutes which accidentally dupli­
cated or repeated the contenta of other 
acts. The commissioners had gone in­
to all these matters very carefully and 
had striven to eliminate duplications 
and to make the consolidation as com­
plete and as thorough as possible.

As evidence of the growth of legisla­
tion in this province he pointed to the 
fact that while the revision of 1871 
contained but 680 pages, that of 1897 
was contained in 2280 pages, in two 
volumes, and that of 1911 in three vol­
umes, showed a growth from 680 page*
In 1871 to 3197 pages today. He fully 

! realised the task that was set before 
the commissioners in the revision of 
the provincial statute law. and it had 
been their aim to harmonise and to 
bring into unison with one another all 
the various laws, similar language and 
forms being retained in so far as pos- . 
slble

In some features of the revision the 
commissioners had found It necessary 
and desirable to encroach slightly upon 
the legislative power, but wherever thla - 
had occurred they had first consulted 
with him and any changes made had j 
been with his consent He had a com- 
piete list of these minor changes, and 
in regard to them he would be glad to 
instruct the House, showing where in 
the different acts the commissioners 
had gone a little beyond their power In 
the direction of legislation. It might 
not be out of place to look at one or 
two of these and show in what manner 
the legislative function had been 
slightly usurped. The Admtolstratlon 
Act afforded aa example » point. Log. 
(elation with respect to the administra­
tion of rata tea had been scattered all 
through the eutute book. These vari­
ous references to the subject had been 
brought together by the commissi one re 
and an act presented dividing the sub­
ject Into nine parts, mil relating to the 
administration of estates. Ths result 
hsd been to occur# a more simple law 
and conveniently codify the several U». 
turns of legislation on the subject The 
same applied to legle»tlon dealing with 
lafan». And In the Municipal Clauses 
Act a almptifloatlon had also been 
brought about All members of the 
House were wall aware that the amend- 
menu to the Municipal Clauses Act 
from time to time hsd been very num­
erous. and evidence of this would be 
found to the number of pages devoted
to the Municipal Clauses Act and con­
tained In th# reviaion of today aa com­
pared with the space given to thla eub- 

I Ject in earlier revision* The complla- 
rtfc* ot 1871 gave Just one and a'half 

page* In 1888 thla had been extended 
to 42 pages, and now it occupied 188, 
but put in better arrangement and ao 
that less difficulty would be occasioned 
In finding any desired reference than 
Jieretofor. He thought this was per­
haps one of the most frequently refer­
red to acts in the statutes and the elm- 
plifloatlon of arrangement would be 
most acceptable. With regard to taxa­
tion, too, there had been many related 
acta scattered throughout the statute 1 
book, and all these had now been 
brought Into one taxation act.

The bill which he now offered for 
second reading had for its object the 
validation of the recent revision, the 
idea being that the House should at 
onoa repeal all the old statute law and 
this become the statute law of the pro­
vince early next week, upon this meas­
ure receiving the assent of the Lieuten­
ant-Governor. The legislation of the 
present session might then be made to 
amend the consolidated statutes where 
any change was desired; otherwise eoo- 

i “toerable Inconvenience would obviously 
1 occur In this consolidation were In. 
J eluded all the English statutes consid­

ered to be to force and applying to this 
province under the proclamation of 
James Douglas in 1888. In 
ion were also Included many si 
the province of what might be 
a •aomi-publlc character, eu 
Canadian Northern Railway 
U» Kettle River Valley Act, 

with the Grand Trunk 
to the Prince
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There was also in preparation a 
fourth volume in which would be found 
a list of all private acts passed by the 
legislature and which are regarded by 
the commissioners as still being in exis­
tence; these acts were not republished, 
but a list merely given so that any one 
who might be interested could see 
which were still alive and where they 
might be found. The Attorney-General 
pointed to the excellent work which had 
been done in the printing and binding 
of the 8000 copies of the consolidation, 
making 9000 volumes, and thought that 
riiembers on looking at their copiet 
would agree that the work reflected the 
highest credit on the King's Prtotei 
and his staff. He had Jiad no opportun­
ity to go through the entire work, but 
such portion as he had been able tc 
look into he had found exceedingly weli 
arranged, and he thought the Hous< 
would appreciate the great attentior 
and the time that had been given by 
the commissioners to the revision, 
which work would enhance the high re­
putation that they already enjoy among 
the leaders of the bar in British Colum­
bia. He moved the second reàding of 
the bill.

Mr. BREWSTER said he had listened 
with Interest to the explanation made 
layman himself was inclined to regard 
the procedure adopted as a little pecu­
liar. He did not for a moment desire 
to discredit the special professional 
ability of the revising commissioners, 
but with so tremendous a work it might 
be that they had beep, led into error, as 
they were only human after all. This 
being the case it was a somewhat ser­
ious matter for the House to pass off­
hand this validating act and make their 
revision the law of the land, the object 
of the present bill being nothing more; 
nor less than to ratify the revision, the j 
House accepting the work on faith. He 
did not wish to indulge in any carping 
criticism, but if even the Attorney-Gen­
eral had not been able to go through 
the complete work and vouch for Its 
satisfactory character througnout. How 
could a mere layman on the floor of the 
House vote with confidence to make 
this consolidation the law of the land?
He had hoped that, year by year, dur­
ing the progress of the revision, drafts 
might have been submitted to the 
House, with any changes made lndicat- i 
ed by" italics, so that the members, 
might note the character of these chan­
ges and pass upon them. In decisions 
of law great weight was frequently laid , 
by the judges upon the specific wording • 
of the act. The House was now told 
that this revision had been made by the 
commissioners with a view to harmon- 1 
izing the different acts or different re­
ferences to any particular subject and 
it was therefore possible that the real 
meaning of the legislature in the enact- j 
ment of the law might have been miss- £ 

.ed by the commissioners and their i 
work fail to coincide with the true pur­
pose and intent of the enacting body. !
If the House had had a draft of the j 
revision laid before it it might advan- ; 
tageously have appointed a commission 
of Judges to go carefully through the 
whole revision, checking up such chan­
ges as had been made and deciding if 
these had in any way affected the mean­
ing of the law as the legislators had in­
tended it. Otherwise the legislature 
might as well abandon. Its responsibil­
ity and put all legislative authority in 
the hands of these two gentlemen.

Even now it might not be too late for 
the Attorney-General to consider the 

i revision as in the nature of a draft copy 
i' and continue to regard the old statutes « 
|.|M effective until an impartial and com­
petent commission, say, of Judges, might 

j be appointed to go carefully through [«
I the work. In speaking In this manner '
I he had not the slightest desire to re­

flect upon the integrity or the efflet-1 
ency of the commissioners, but It was • '

most impossible to avoid error and 
there should at all events be a double 
check upon the perfection of so import­
ant a matter. Until such a committee 

he had suggested was in a position 
give Its certificate that the changes 

ado do not alter the meaning 
ect of the law as placed upon the

mmHESSE*

Hon. Mr. McPHlLLIPS replied brief- 
ly to Mr. Brewster, pointing out the 
adopted principle that judges while act­
ing as members of the judiciary should 
not be engaged in the drafting or re­
vision of laws. With regard to the 
bringing of these revised statutes into 
effect it was an inqorrect position to 
assume that the revision was not in 
every wa^ correct, ah the scope of the 
commissioners' duties under their com­
mission was xvell understood and it was 
not within their power to enact any new 
legislation. The president of the coun­
cil referred appreciatively to the work 
performed by the late Chief Justice. 
Hon. Theodore Davie; and contended 

, that if the commissioners now had per­
formed their work in accordance with 
the directions given them, their duties 
had been in the main merely to con­
solidate the statutes and their conden­
sation had been to some extent mechan­
ical. It would not be one of their 
functions to make any material altera­
tions in the law and it would be most 
improper if any organic change were 
Involved. He could see no objection to 
the House falling in line with the sug­
gestion pt the Attorney-General.

! Mr. WILLIAMS opposed the second 
reading on grounds somewhat similar to 
those taken by Mr. Brewster.

The second reading passed, however,
I without a division of the House being 
asked for, though Mr. Brewster and 
Mr. Williams called “No."

Hon. Mr. ROSS Introduced his bill to 
amend the Land Act by creating a Pro­
vincial Forestry Board, and also im­
posing a number of new timber regula­
tions.

The bill pased first reading and the 
House adjourned.

Gallery Votes.
The Legislative Committee on Priv­

ate Bills and Standing Orders is to 
meet on Tuesday morning next in the 
Maple Room to, consider petitions with 
respect to Ryerson College, the Van­
couver Incorporation Act, the North 
Vancouver Incorporation Act, the City 
of Fernie, the Corporation of Femie, 
the.Victoria Harbor Railway, the B. C. 
and Alaska Railway, the City of Prince 
Rupert. JLhe City of Victoria and the 
Municipality of Penticton.

A large and influential deputation re­
presentative of the British Columbia 
Conservative Association yesterday 
morning waited upon Premier McBride 
and hie ministers to formally present 
for their consideration the series of re­
solutions adopted at the annual con­
vention of the association held some

tent W. M. McKay. Vice-presidents 
Shatter'd. Leo and Tait Secretary Wil- 

and the majority of the mem­
ber» of the association executive, all 
df whom briefly addressed the Çablnet I 
upon essential features of the legisla­
tion recommended by the association 
for consideration by the Government 
The visitors were subsequently enter­
tained by the Premier at lunen in the 
legislative grill.

Mr. O. F. Gibson, of the Brltleh-Can- 
adian Lumber Company, Vancouver, 
was in the Lobby today watching the 
progress of the amendments to the tim­
ber sections of the Land Act.

The Stillwell trophy, won by the Brit­
ish Columbia exhibition potatoes in New 
York recently, was yesterdar on exhib­
it st the Provincial House, and'is now 
to be seen in the Sergeant-at-Arms de­
partment. Messrs. Asahel Smith and 
C. H. Stuart-Wade. who had charge of [ 
the collecting and staging of the exhlb- . 
it at Madison Square Gardens, are now j 
in Victoria and are receiving many con- p 
•■rat illations on the victory they achlev- !

Victoria, Jan. 20.—The first week's 
work of the present Legislature was 
done mostly with the tongue, though it 

unique in that it passed one bill, 
which received the assent of eke Lieu 
tenant-Governor within five days of the 
opening. This was the bill to validate 
the elections in Wards Seven and Ejght, 
Vancouver. So long as it remained un­
passed it was like a wad of paper in 
the cogwheels of Vancouver's civic pro- 
gresa. Now that it is removed the gov 
ernment of the terming! city should go 
on as freely and even a little

■
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There were a few notable contribu- 
tlone to the debate on the address, the 
chief of them being probably Premier 
'McBride s speech on Monday last Apart : 
from the diffuseness which almost In- 1 
evttably flows from extemporaneous ef­
forts, It was a remarkably clear and 1 
orderly exposition of provincial affairs 
at the present time, and was delivered 
with a grace and dignity quite' worthy 
of the speaker's high position. The at- t / 
tempt made afterwards by Mr. Parker 
Williams to criticize it was something 
like an attack on a fortified city with a i 
popgun. It created a great deal of am- j 
usement, but. It was not taken very se­
riously. Mr. Williams' Socialism was 
rather better natured than it was a year 
ago. and his political opponents encour­
aged him with laughter and applause.

Mr. Brewster, who composes the very 
solid and unanimous Liberal party, pre­
ceded the Premier with a business-like 
and moderate criticism of the Govern­
ment's, policy. A great deal of It, espe­
cially thsit dealing with the land policy, _ 

sounded Tike tnrcsimtg Om straw, or 
perhaps it was a telepathic emanation 

qoul of Reeve.Oliver pt Delta, 
*&ho "has been around the House on mu- 

n ici pal business during the past ^eek. I 
Otherwise the criticism was fair, and | 
was crouched in language to which no 
exception could be taken.

Another notable contribution to the 
debate waa the closing speech by the 
Hon. W. Ross. Minister of Lands, in 
which he vigorously defended his de­
partment from the attacks that had 
been made on It by Mr. Brewster and 
Mr Williams. Hon. Mr. Ross had pre­
pared hls matter carefully: he waa al­
ways concise and to the point, and he 
spoke with a vigor that roused the 
House to frequent bursts of applauee.

Mr. Jardine'» effort was notable chief­
ly for the sympathetic tone in which he 
•poke of "the diminished numbers of 
the Liberal party." and the lonely posi­
tion of hls former colleague, Mr. Brew-- 
■ter. ' He casually declared himself a 
member of the Conservative party: and 
•bowed St by hie mild rebukea of Mr. 
Williams and bis defence, of. the Gov­
ernment policy. e .

A live and bueineee-llke speech was 
that of Mr. Tlsdali. Practical and con­
cise, he placed clearly before the House 
some of the needs and wishes Of the 
Vancouver district not only for the 
present, bût with a view to what future 
development may necessitate. Taken 
in conjunction with the fine effort of 
Mr. Watson during the previous week 
In moving the address. It may be said 
that the representatives of British Col­
umbia’s largest city did ample justice 
to their constituency in the debate Just 
closed.

As "Amurath to Amurath succeeds," 
so Mansbn fôllowed Mkhson in the dos­
ing stages of the debate. Bach of the 
couslnhood devoted himself chiefly to 
the needs of the district he represented. 
Mr. William Man son of Skeena asked 
for the apolntment of a pre-emption In­
spector to decide on the conflicting 
claims of pre-emptors, timbermen and 
coal-miners in his district, end asked 
that a court house and gaol with regu­
lar assises be established at Prince Ru­
pert Mr. Manson of Comox (familiarly 
known as "Mike") was enthusiastic as, 
ever over the resources and progress of! 
the northern part of Vancouver ] 
and made a strong plea against 
proposed abolition of hand-loggers*

Now that the debate Is cleared oft the: 
elate the practical work of the session 
in dealing with bills will begin. So far 
there have only been three bille before 
the Legislature, namely, the Vancouver 
Validation Act already referred to; thr 
bill respecting the revision of statui 
which passed second reading on 
afternoon; and a technical amendment 
to the Hospitals for the Insane Ad 
which is now at second reading.

On the closing day of the week 
graceful compliment was tendered 
Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught 
by the passing of a resolution congrat- 

| ulatlng him on his appointment as Gov 
ernor-General. The week’s sitting clos­
ed with the introduction by the Hon. W. 
R. Rose of hls amendments to the Land 
Act, dealing with forestry matters, and 
embodying many of the recommenda­
tions of the Forestry Commission.

The bill to amend the Land Act 
brought down by Hon. Mr. Rose, on Fri­
day last provides for a number of im­
portant changée in timber regulation», 
more especially in the matter of obtain­
ing licence» in land» that may be opened 
up In future out of the present reserve. 
It also provides for increased royalties 

. on a graduated scale, for more stringent 
regulations against fire, While hand-log­
gers* licences can only be Issued In fu­
ture to voters at the discretion of the 
Minister of Lands.

The new act Is divided Into 14 parts 
as follows:

Part L—Forest branch of Department 
of Lands and Provincial Forest Board.

Part 2.—Prevention of trespass upon 
Crown timber lande and protection of 
Crown timber.

Part S —Holding and method of dis­
position of Crown timber.

Part 4.—Timber leasee.
Part 6.—Timber licence».
Part 4.—Right-of-way.
Part 7 —Royalties, taxes and charges; 

collection», accounts and returns.
Part Timber scaling and measure­

ment.
Part 'Timber-marking.
Part 16.—Manufacture within pro­

vince.
Part 11 -Fire-prevention.
Part 12.—Rules and regulations.
Part 11.—Penalties and procedure.
Part 14.—Repeal
The first part deala with the forestry 

branch of the department, and la called 
a Lands and Provincial Forest Board, 
which shall have Jurisdiction over and 
control and administer all matters enu­
merated as follows;

(a.) All the right», properties, Inter­
ests, claims and demands of the Crown 
in right of the Province of British Col­
umbia in forests, timber lands and tim­
ber,

(b.) All revenues and moneys of the 
Crown In right of the Province of Brit- 

, leh Columbia arising from forestry, 
timber lands, timber, trees and products 
of the forest.

(c.> Conservation of existing forests.
(d.) Reforestation.
le.) Prevention of forest flrea
(f.) Sales and dispositions of and 

; tenancies of timber lands, or timber, or 
trees, or forest products belonging to 
the Crown in right of the Province of 
British Columbia.

(g.) Cutting, classifying, measuring, 
manufacturing, branding and exporting 
of trees, logs, timber and products of 
the forest; and

(h.) Statutes, rules and regulations 
relating to the regulation of forestry 
and the protection of forests.

The old method of staking a timber 
claim is entirely abandoned. In cum 
where the present reservation may in 
the future be opened up, the land is 

I first cruised as to the quantity of tim­
ber and surveyed, after which licences 
are offered for the same by tender. The 
bonus on these licenses are fixed in 
several ways according to condition»; 
but principally so much per thousand 
feet in addition to the royalty imposed 
under the Land Acl in this respect the 
act may be said to be a combination of | 
the beet features of the legislation in 
Ontario, of the Dominion of Canada and 
the United States.

In the case of pulp limits the licences 
will be sold on rather more favorable 
tertn*. The present pulp concession# 
will remain the same until they are re­
newed. It is noticeable In this connec­
tion that the Government for the pur­
pose of uniformity retains the licensing 
system although the conditions are 

■ much altered.
Under the act provisions are made for 

the creation of forest reserves on the 
; basis of and mainly for the purpose of 
reforestation.
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purposes.
are numerous provl- 
a arranging for the 

isport and price bf the 
forest and for the tak- 

!;Of land for right-of-way. 
f provisions of the Land 

to timber scaling and 
igre not interfered with, 

Iwherc there are no offi- 
istons analagous to 

irio Cullers Act will be 
luiring examination and 
official scalers, 

law in respect to timber 
manufacture within the 
iber products will prac- 
unchanged. The most 

ktures of the law relate to 
[pen of fire, and- these are en- j. 

HHHLWm. For practical purposes they j 
may he divided into two parts. One re- j 
late# to the disposition of debris, and | 
the second to the precautions to be pre­
served in the use of fires. In regard to ; 
the first it is made compulsory to dis­
pose of dangerous accumulations. « The 
department, while recognizing the re­
commendations of the Forestry Com­
mission, was careful to recognize the 

'difficulties in the way of* put- 
compietely into effect. The 
itions will conform largely to, 
ih are in force In the Western 
Special provisions are made 

for the plearing away of debris around 
pines, mills, engines, on rights- 
; telephone, telegraph, electric 

Fand other lines. In respect to 
safety zone is created on 

to the width of two hundred 
lich must be kept clear of all 

tie material. In every case 
tent retains the power of do­

le expense of the party respon- 
,t that party fails to perform 

ice with the requirements of

t operators may be required in ), 
of dangerous slash to make ;
■ovlston for the prevention of : % 

the minister requires 1| by 
H out fire lines.
main feature of the provisions in 
|V0 fire prevention is the creation 
forest protection fu»d. Every own- 
timber lands, whether in the na- 

%t. Crown grants, lease or licences, 1 
nür^tèqefired t<y*conlrib4te a cent an. 1 

oward this fund, and shall in ad-!\= v-' r., 
n be required to pay two and a half 
jt per thousand feet cut as a contri­

te the expense of looking after 
5 and fitting out fire crews. Crown 

l lands which do not pay royalty: 
he cut are required to pay two cents: 

l^acre. Against the amount* so con-i 
uted the Government puts dollar for 
ax. These contributions are not in 
nature of taxation, but go to create j 

| à» fund which is expended for specific' 
liPttrposes, enumerated as for the ex- 

i ~ i of patrol, telephone and telegraph 
nces, the making of trails, etc., 

ding to the most up-to-date and 
iroved methods of fighting fire. An 

|tiomatic arrangement la put Into et- 
: for special assessments if the fund 
created is not adequate for its re­

tirements in any particular season. On 
i other hand, where the fund so créa­
is more than sufficient for the re­

quirements of any season, provision is 
fdr a proportionate reduction in 

contribution, both from the timber 
inters and the Govern

..

It is well known that railway locomo­
tives are responsible for a great many 
of the forest fires which take place, and 
the framesr of the act have gone pretty 
thoroughly into the methods of prevent­
ing the occurrence of such fires. Power 
is taken by the forestry bureau to com­
pel patrol after the passing of each 
train. This is not altogether new, as it > 
already exists in the Dominion Act. Ex- ' 
penses of this patrol are to be borne by 

j the railway companies, who must also 
I maintain a force of fire wàrdens during 
i construction of their line, and are also 
i required to obtain certificates that the f 
| right-of-way has been cleared up before !
; starting operations. A fine not exceed- ’ 

ing one thousand dollars is imposed on 
j the railway companies in case ef fires 
i which are started negligently. Adequate 
; provision is made for the use of preven­

tive devices in the case of logging en­
gines, locomotives, steamboats, portable 
engines, etc. Proper precautions are 
also to be taken in the operation of open 
burners and incinerators.

Contributors to the regular fund for 
fire protection who have trouble with 
fires and who are placed at expense for 
extra protection and in fighting bush 
fires are recouped by the Government 
to the extent of one- half of their ex­
penditure. This In a measure has been 
the practice for some years past, but is 
now for the first time made a part of 
the law. In cases of extremity the of­
ficials of the forestry bureau will have 
power to press men into service to meet 
all such emergencies.

The old system of fire permits will be 
continued very much as formerly.

In regard to hand-loggers' licences, it 
is provided that the Lteutenant-Gover- 
nor-in-Council may from time to time 
authorize the minister to grant such 
licences in districts in which injuries 
to Crown or other timber lands is not 
likely to result, subject to certain ex­
ceptions enumerated in sub-sections.

The pages from twenty-four to thirty- 
one in the act are devoted to part seven, 
which deals with royalty, taxes and 
charges, collections, accounts and re­
turns. The provisions of this part are 
too detailed to be enumerated within 
reasonable space, and may be described 
as covering all kinds of timber products.

The scale of royalties has been mater­
ially Increased, and royalties on lumber 
cut are Imposed according to grade, the 
grades being divided Into No. 1, 2, and 3, 
and charges made on a graduating scale.
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VANCOUVER.
"dptttsh COLUMBIA. TUESDAY. JANUARY 23, 1912.

ABOLITION OF :
wpS]

This Is Recommendation of 
Commission on Taxation 
the Report of Which Is 
Made Public.

WOULD ALSO ABOLISH 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX

Urge Raising of Exemption of 
Incomes from $1000 to 
$1500—Net Reduction 
Revenue of $289,890.

in

: - Victoria, Jan. 22.—The sitting of the I 
Vj legislature this afternoon was devoted | 

- almost wholly to explanation by Attor­
ney-General Bowser in committee of the 

; whole on changes In the revised slat- 
utes. There was some criticism .by Mr.1 

i Brewster and Mr. Williams, chiefly on 
the ground that euffldent notice had 
not been given of these changea. To all 

. these Hon. Mr. Bowser replied effective- j 
: ly. Two of the three volumes were gone 

through and explained in the course of 
j a two hours' sitting, when the commit- j 

p‘- tee rose and reported progress. The 
j, . Attorney-General explained that other j 

bills could not be proceeded with until j 
the revised statutes were disposed of. 1 
They will be taken up again tomorrow. 

Mr. Brewster announced that lie would 
! withdraw his resolution in favor of a 
: Canadian naval unit in the Pacific for 
j the time being, as he wished to amend it 
> Hon. Price Ellison brought in a syn- 
1 opals of the report of the commission 
I on taxation. The commission, after 

considerable deliberation, recommended 
! the abolition of the poll tax, which last ; 
i year yielded $313,388 to the treasury.
They strongly recommend the abolition 

j of the personal property tax, as theevl-j 
I deuce showed it to be unequal in Us I 

incidence, and tbat It led to evasion aa 
well as acting a» a check on trade. This 

. tax yielded 1178,062 last year 
y In the Income tax they recommended
3 the fallowing changes: (I) That exerop- 
' lion be raised from $1,000 to $1,600.

T. « (2) withdrawal of any exemption from 
incomes over $11,600 and under $50,- 
080; (3) withdrawal of any exemption 

jfrom incomes over $60,600, and the ad- 
j ditlon of a supertax of five per cent, for, 
that part of the income which exceeds 
$50.000; (4) exemption of $200 for each 

, legitimate child under eighteen for eer-
6 thin classes of the income of parents; 

-<5) exemptions of an additional $1,600 
for farmers: (6) an average system for 
assessing lltcomes from trades. The

4 commissioners state that their object 
- *™has been to reduce taxation on citlxene

with smaller Incomes, and at the same 
time to readjust )ts Incidence «6 the 
possessors of larger incomes,

The report touched on land taxes, 
viewed in their historic and economic 
aspects and sets forth general consid­
erations why Improvements on land 
lehould not be taxed, defining at the ■ 
Jeame time what la actually meant, by 
•Improvements. The commissioners dd|] 

! jiot consider the tax of one-half of on«- 
cent. on real estate as burdensome, 
recommend some changes In con- 
on with assessment as follows.

) Periodical reassessment of prop-! 
—cording to val— as defined; (2) 1 

of taxation on lropybye-tj

l '

<

£ ments; (3) legislation enforcing regis­
tration of real estate on affidavits set­
ting forth the true consideration for 
purchase; (4) that the regletratlon fee 
Of one-fifth of onV per cent, on the value 
of real estate up to $6,080 should be ex­
tended to all real estate Irrespective Of 
value.

They recommend that the present tax 
of four per cent, on wild land remain, 
but that there should be nn Increase in 
the staff of aeaesoors. They Si— re­
commend that the rule that land west 
of the Cascade Mountain» shall be con­
sidered as improved land when Improve­
ments have been done on It to the vale* 
of $2.60 per acre shall be extended to 
land east of the Cascade range when It 
is north of the 61rd parallel of latitude.

The present timber land tax of taro 
per cent on assessed value they consid­
er as satisfactory.

Dealing with the coal tax they found 
that many witnesses called attention to 
the disparity between prices charged 
at the pit head and those charged to 
the consumer. They recommended that 
the tax on coke be reduced from fifteen 
cents to ten cents per ton. They do not 
recommend any change in the mineral 
tax. This tax Is two per cent, on the 
assessed value of ore. The tax of *6 
cents an acre on unwooded mineral 
claims they consider fair and reason­
able.

Dealing with probate fees and suc­
cession duties, they recommend that 
these be raised for all degrees of rela­
tionship on estate over $400.000 and m 
two more distant states of relationship- 
on estate over $100,000 and $200,000. 
They recommend In addition to the 

! present tax of one-fifteenth of one per 
cent, on business done In banks, in­
cluding In this term loans and deposits. 
The commissioners estimate that It 
their recommendations are carried l<to 
effect. It will mean a net reduction ht 
revenue of $2S0,SS0.

Messrs. J. J. Miller, E. J. Clarke, 8. 
A. Rolston and other Vancouver dele­
gatee, who are here attending the con­
vention of Provincial Faire* will inter­
view members of the Government to­
morrow with a view to securing an 
increased grant for the Vancouver exhl- 
tlon.

Reeve Kerr and a number of South 
Vancouver councillors and cltlsene ar­
rived tonight and will tomorrow Inter­
view the Government on the question 
of park elles and other Improvements.
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The Provincial Legislature
Report of Royal Commission on Taxation Laid Before House 

Makes Far-Reaching Changes—Poll Tax and Person­
al Property Taxes to Be Abolished.

Hon, W, R .Ross in Legislature 
Moves Second Reading of 
Bill in Respect to Land Act
Amendments,

LEGISLATION 
ST EVER ENACTED

'M

i

Wise Handling of Natural Re­
sources of Province Has 
Given Great Impetus to In­
dustrial Life,

fveclal to the Kewt>-Advertiser.
Victor!», Jan. 23.—In a speech tliat 

lasted an hour and 20 minutes, Hon. W.
BL Boil ijnoved the second reading of 

ng amendments to the 
Land Act, dealing with timber and for- 

• estry matters, tie gave a detailed ex- 
the changes that have been 

|He denied that there 
led increase in royalties 

it Is to be manufactured in 
■ «.hwv, and showed that these
I rate. Wmir to apply to auch tint- 

in future be exported, 
ties are the same.
•a showing tiiat the gov- 

secured the services of 
ice, vice-president of the 
rvatlon Association of | 

ites, who would cqme here 
and assist in supervising 
itlon of forestry matters 

|They had also secured 
ford Plnchot a promise 
come If possible.

the history of forest 
British Columbia. He 
Ithi that of other coun- 
luded that "it is the
effective and most con- 
of obtaining a steady 
from the forests that - 

Ived in any country." 
that, following the gov-i - 

it policy in 1906, capital 
province to invest in , 
lied attention to our 
,rces and these were 

eb that population and, ' 
with grat rapidity, 

emment surveyed large 
lands and opened 

by a network of roads, 
matter the govern- 

ted a thorough going 
|dmbef must be manu-fL1 

the province. They j 
moment to strike, i 

years their policy'/ 
over 116,000,000 j 

works within the R 
at the same time K 

it of the province 
très of the world , 

ment to embark i 
ilway policy. 4 , * W 
bill Itself, Hon. Mr. ; 

must be done to con- 
and ensure a perma, ! 

■try.
H, as in the United ‘ 
organisation of a U 

and efficient forest, ■ 
must spend money 

were worth it. He • 
forest revenue of

would be to ascertain with exactitude * 
Juat what amount of timber there 
was in the province. He believed the 
timber held In reserve was much 
greater than was generally thought.

In order to facilitate this work the # 
government would- Insist that limits I 

{must be surveyed as soon as possible, 
and all be done by 1918. As might be ... 
thought desirable, sales of crown stump- 
age on the existing reserve would oe 
made. All through the bill every ef'^rt 
had been made, consistent with the ex­
isting rights of holders, to put all hold­
ings on an equal basis. For this rea­
son future sales would be of licences, 
conditions for each sale being regulated 
by the circumstances. Therç would be 
sales for immediate logging as In the 
case of burned timber liable to spoil, 
and sales on the basis of a bonus per 
thousand feet of timber cut in addition 
to royalties. This would Insure the 
government getting the full benefit ot 
the value, and at the same time it would 
benefit the purchaser, since thé govern­
ment assumed the fire risk. In the sale 
of small fractions, which did not Justify 
the expense of cruising, the sale might 
be made for a lump sum.

The recommendation of the Forestry 
! Commission that a thorough examina- 
; lion of pulp concessions granted by pre- 
, vlous governments should be made, 
would be adopted and trained experts 

i from the forest branch would be de­
tailed for this duty.

For the purpose of reafforestation the 
government would create forest re- 

- serves, Which would be carefully pro­
tected from fire. In qrder better to 
fight against fire a forest protection 
fund would be formed, to which all 
holders of timber would be compelled 
to contribute at the rate of one cent 
an acre, the government giving a like 
amount. "This fund would enable them 
to dispose of the log slash, the greatest 
menace in the way of fire.

In conclusion, he stated that the com­
pletion of the Panama Canal would 
revolutionise the lumber Industry ou 
this Coast.

Mr. Brewster moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate till Thursday.

No other four hundred thousand peo­
ple in the world control anything like 
the forest wealth that belongs to the 
Province of British Columbia. We can­
not say that the timber and timber 
lands belongs to the people who control 
(them. They belong to the millions who 
are to live in this province before the 

j present generation has passed away, 
and the tens of millions who shall In-, 
herit from them in the generations to 
come. The legislation proposed by the 
Minister of Lands shows that the gov­
ernment understands its position as the 
trustee of this permanent estate.

The proposed regulations and pro- _ 
deedings .go on the assumption that the 
provincial forests are public capital. 
The increment is available for use, but 
the estate Is to be kept so far as pos­
sible unimpaired. It may even be in­
creased- by reforeetation and by protec­
tion from fire and waste. The, govern-; 
m<*nt propoeee to take stock bf the es­
tate as fast as that can be done, to pro­
vide for better protection from fire, to 

| continue the regulation against the ex­
port of timber, to take greater precau­
tions against the depletion of timber 

! lands and the destruction of small tim-;
and generally to secure to people 

[ jfor all future time all possible benefi 
their forest possessions.

Victoria. Jan. 22.—One of the most j 
(important documents that has been laid .1 
.before the Legislature of British Col- \ 
umbla in mapy months is the synopsis ,i 
apd report bf the Royal Commission on j 
Taxation—consisting of lion. Messrs, j 
l-rlce Ellison, A. E. McPhllllps, C. H. | 
Lugrin and W. II. Malkin1—which com­
pleted Its intricate work some few 
Weeks ago. This report was tabled In j 
the House on Monday, and is expected 

jtd form the basis of legislation during ] 
the present session, by which the rev- 1 
cime (or poll) tax and the personal pro- , 
perty tax will be altogether eliminated, , 
land various other taxation changes re- j 
H.yee the revenues of the- country in the ■ 
aggregate by about 3300,000 annually; ' 
w,bne at the same time the burden of 
taxation will be made lighter where it 
is borne by the man of limited means 
and proportionately increased as it falls 
upon his richer fellow- citizen. As an 
example In point, the Income tax, it is 1 
proposed, shall be radically readjusted, j 
the synoptical report on this head read- 

! ill*:
Income Tax.

‘ .After a consideration of this tax ! 
(ivhlch yielded a revenue of $192.924.78 ' 
fpr 1910-11) from an historic and the j 
economic point of view, the report | 
shows that it is generally regarded 
‘the fairest tax," although there was | 

Istrong presumptive evidence that the ! 
phraseology in Form 8 should be ren­
dered more clear, comprehensive and 
informative. The commission recom­
mends :

The raising of the exemption from ] 
$1.000 to $1,600.

The withdrawal of any exemption 
Ifvom incomes above $11,500 and under ! 
|$I6,000.

The withdrawal of any exemption 
{from incomes above $50,000, with the 
jaüdition of a super-tax of 5 per cent 
|f»r that part of the income which ex- 
■èeds $50,000.

An exemption of an additional $1,500 
Jfor farmers, and

An average system for assessing in- ] 
:omes from trades.

The commissioners have attempted to 1 
jichieve the task of reducing taxation j 
d the case of citizens with small in- j 

jîomes, and at the same time of read- 
listing its incidence on the possessors 

|»f larger incomes.
«eduction of «avenue.

As to the financial effect of the re- ! 
iômmended changes with respect to the 1 
axation of persons and property, the j 
eport of the commission says:

The reduction of the revenue tax and i 
|>f the general property tax would re­
present the following lose, supposing j 

deduction had been made for the 9 
inancial year ending the 31st March, F 
VI1

Table A.
Revenue tax. . . . v.......................$313.338.0
Vrsonal property «tax.............. 179,052.70 j

-------------- - 1
Total .. ...........................$492,390.70

Your commissioners, however, are 
onfideht that the loss of the personal 
>roperty tax would be more than com­
pensated for by the substituted income 
ax, as well as by the increased and in- i ppz 
reaslng volume of business and the [^| 
naterlal prosperity throughout the pro­
duce generally. This increased gain is 
stlmated at $200,000. Deducting there- |
Ore $200,000 from the loss under table.,1 
t, the figures would stand thus:

Table B.
Loss according to Table A . .$492,390.70 
peduct. . ..........................  200.000.0f

Net loss..........................$292,390.70
It has been calculated that the loss 

■suiting from raising the exemption of J 
ne tax from $1,000 to $1,500 would 

|e .$37,600, while the lose from partial j 
jxemption for men with families would ! 
le (say) $10,000.. Le.. $47,600 In all 

Table C.
1*088 according to Table*B . .$292,390.70 
dd................................................ 47,500.00

Net lose 
On the othi hand, the i

. $339.890.70 !

Basa F. under which no exemption (as



r|f

and 130.000. and 
under Class O. under which a su- 

of 3 per cent. (î 1-2 per cent, 
ether i would be imposed on that 
of income which is over 150,000. 

Id, it is calculated, mere than wipe 
the loss from the Increased limit of 
mption and from the partial exemp- 
i for men with families. Calculating 
i at $60.000, the figures stand thus: 

Table D.
*>ss according to Table C . .$339.890.70 
faduct............................................ 60.000.00

$289.190.70
Un analysis of the revenue shows 

, ‘iat.there was a very satisfactory sur- 
|ue of actual receipts over estimated 

• iiuiMu n. ». «rmuiFt ii.m.diHi 
•■'^r 1910-11 hi the provincial treasury.
, surplus, however, for reasons

thick are given. H not accepted as suf- 
’i Viently to be relied upon as to warrant 

Material alteration at present of the 
Hnciples of assessment or the incid- 
gee of taxation except to the degree 
iul for the nature recommended ; never- 

the commissioners believe that 
reductions advised will prove of 

itlal benefit to the people of the 
A division of tho revenue ln- 

f five different heads and examination 
e amount- derivable from each 

that the total abolition of the 
fcse* on property and persons and the 

ting of the revenue solely from au 
tax on natural resources 

|ould. even If it were held desirable 
„■ other reasons, involve a 50 per cent, 
crease in the rate of taxation of such 

ejees, i.c.. timber, coal and minerals.

r Und tax revenue for 1919-11 Is shewn 
t I319.1S9.93, and the report seta out 
.Wieral considerations why Improve­
ments on land should not be taxed, at 
iNe same time dearly defining the 
meaning of such improvements Real 
property taxes revenue for 1919-11 to­
talled $362.372 «4 at ràe-half of one per 
cut. on assessed values. The evidence 

‘“taken by the commission showed that 
the rate of taxation la net generally re­
garded as burdensome, but certain re­
presentations were made as to assess- 

i ment Inequalities, and complaints were 
received as to the taxation of improvc- 

; n*nts. The commissioners, in dealing 
more particularly with real property, 
recommend.

\ 1. A periodical reassessment of pro-
; party according to its actual defined

T«l»t
3. The abolition of taxation on im-

; provements.
S. Legislation enforcing registration 

.*r reef estate on affidavits setting forth 
K th(e true consideration of purchase, and I 
gj’ S. That the registration fee of one- 1 
! fifth of one per cent, on the value of 

M«1 estate up to $6,999 shall be egtand- 
t, irrespective of’

OoaL

ed to all real eefl 
™ va|ue.. Wi

As to the wild land tax, "the evidence 
went to show that in some cases the 

'■ assessment value of wild land was 
! somewhat low. At the same time the 

. ; commissioners regard the tax of 4 per 
A cent, as sound, and are of the opinion, 

despite a few objections raised by some j 
witnesses, that the rate should remain ; 
am at present fixed. The commlsslon- 

• l era, however, by way of general recoin- i 
inondation, consider that there should 
be an increase In the staff of assessors.

! They also recommend that the régula- 
i tlon which at present prescribes that 
: wild land situate west of the Cascade 

Mountains shall be classed as improved 
land, when Improvements have been 
effected thereon to the value of $2.59 
per acre, should be extended to land 
situate east of the‘ Cascades when it is i also situate to the north of the 63rd j 

t parallel of latitude. *

Touching timber lands taxation at 2 
per cent, upon assessed values, the re- 
port begins by defining timber lands H 

I according to the terms of the Assess- 
m Act. The evidence showed that 

the rate of the tax was generally re- 
! xaided as satisfactory, although views 

differed as to the fairness of the re­
spective rates of licences and royalties. 
Considerable satisfaction wae expressed 
as to the operation of the present sya- [i 
tern of fire protection, but ion# wit- j 

1 uesses ventured the opinion that a still , 
more efficient method might be adopt- 

i ed. and that the owners of timber lands 
i should share the cost of such file pro-! 

lection, while others urged the appoint­
ment ot a permanent tire —

With respect te ‘

worked mines and two per cent on un- • 
worked mine»—many witnesses directed 
attention to the disparity betweeu the; 
cost of coal ‘at the mine-head and the 
price paid by the consumer. Appeals to 
)>e relieved of the tax on coke were also 
urged. The commissioners refer the 
evidence regarding the cost of coal till 
the consideration of the Government, 
and recommend that the tax on coke be 
reduced from 15 cents a ton to 10 centa

Taking up next the 2 per cent, min­
eral tax on the assessed value of ore. 
which brought to the treasury $91,038.43 
In 1910-11. the report describes the sys­
tem of taxing minerals In vogue, and 
directs attention to the present market 
value of copper. Complaints of wit­
nesses were generally directed towards 
the Inequality of the tax as between1 
high-grade and low-grade ores. A sus­
pension of the tax was asked for, or. 
alternatively, a reduction of the tax. 
The commissioners do not recommend 
any change in the tax Imposed on min­
erals.

The commissioners arc also agreed 
that the 26 cents an acre tax on Crown 
granted un worked mineral claims Is fair . 
and reasonable.

■wees—le» Buttes.
After explaining the difference 

tween probate fees (producing $37,294.41 
revenue in 1919-11) and succession du­
ties ($209,459.88). the commissioners 
suggest the raising of the duty for all 
the degreee of relationship in the case 
of estates over $499.999, and in the two 
more distant degrees of relationship in 
the case of estates of over $100,099 and 
$290,999.

The report, after enunciating certain 
principles regarding the taxation of 

l beaks generally, shows In detail the 
practice of taxing them in other pro­
vinces of Canada, and recommends that j 
a tax be imposed, in addition to that at j 
present Imposed, of one-fifteenth of one 1 
per cent on • business done." including 
in this term both loans and deposits.

>

personal

The commissioners bring their report 1 
to an end by commenting upon the de­
velopment and prosperity of the pro­
vince. and the increasing revenue and 
expenditure attending that development, 
as factors affecting the nature of their 
financial recommendations, and thus 
sum up the probable effects of thej 
changes proposed:

1. They have been uniformly im-1 
pressed with the rapidly Increasing 
prosperity of the province and the po­
tential and actual explored and (Indis­
putably vaster) unexplored wealth de­
rivable from the natural resources of 
the province.

2. They realise at the name tinte 
that, while the revenue is in conse­
quence expanding, the expenditure must 
for many years to come be expanding 
in at least an equal ratio.

*$. In making tho financial reconv 
i mandations s«*t forth, they have taken 

the above-mentioned factors Into seri- 
| ous consideration.
5 4. They have come to the deliberate
: opinion that a substantial remission 
- from taxation can safely be effected 
; without imperilling the solidity of the 

provincial treasury, and they have pro­
ceeded on the principle that any '•sur­
plus not proved to be needed by the 
province should be left to fructify in the 
pockets of the taxpayer,", more particu­
larly when a balance so left is likely, 
in a new country, to be used In some 
form or other for the exploitation of 
the province.
' 5. They ere of opinion that the aboli­
tion of the revenue or poll tax (which 
amounted to $313.338.00 for the year 
ending March 31. 1911) would represent, 
on sound principles of political science, 
a substantial relief, and one which the 
Government could beat afford to re­
move.

6. They believe that the abolition of 
the personal property tax and of the I 
tax on improvements on land would be 
largely compensated for by the substitu­
tion of income tax for personal property 
tax. aided by the natural increase of 
population and the rapid accumulation 
of wealth by the citizens of the pro­
vince.

.7. They are further of opinion that 
the proposed extension of the limit of 
exemption would be also largely coun­
terbalanced by its readjustment in the 
case of the more prosperous ci «tens.

ft. They desire to emphasise again 
very strongly the need of altering the 
phraseology under Form 8 to suit the 
«Herod conditions through the abolition

tendering the phraseology more clear 
» and comprehensive to the mind of the 

taxpayer, and they bellêve that if this 
i > were done 1t would result in a substan­

tial gain to the treasury.
9. They are further of opinion that 

the proposed extension of the limit of 
exemption in the income tax would be 

| at least counterbalanced hy the heavier

necessary revisions as upon the new 
consolidation. As a case in point he 
proposed later to bring down certain 
amendments to the Municipal Clauses 
Act, which was of necessity changing 
constantly, amending the old section 68 
of the act with respect to the sub-dlvl- 

, sion of lots and the approval thereof by 
the municipal authorities. When this 
revision was put through by the present 

j ratifying bill, tho real work of legisla­
tion for this session might begin. He 
Intended, ae a preface to the work of 
the committee, to point out briefly 
where changes in the direction of legis­
lation had been made by the commis­
sioners aa in the Interpretation Act, the 
Administration Act, the Arbitration Act, 
the Attachments of Debts Act, the act 
dealing with the powers of infants un­
der the law. etc.

The precise nature of each of these 
changes was explained, tho Attorney- 
General referring to the commissioners’ 
memorandum accompanying the work. 
Objection was not raised to any of the 
suggested variations of language or 
tenor, but Messrs. Brewster and Wil­
liams contended that the members 
should "be furnished with memoranda 
such as that possessed by" the law offi- 

j cer of the Crown, in order more intelli­
gently to grasp the purport of the 
changes to which he made reference.

; Hon. Mr. Bowser said that he would 
have no possible objection, and such a 
brief would be furnished before the 
committee site again.

Questions. '
| Mr. WILLIAMS asked the Hon. the 

Minister of Finance the following ques­
tions:

1. What sum has been paid the "Col- 
! onlst*’ Printing and Publishing Corn­

el pany for advertising during each year 
from July 1. 1991. to March 11, 1911T

Z. What sum has been paid the said 
corporation during the same period for 
all other services?

3. What sum was paid the "Colonist" 
Printing and Publishing Company for 
advertising lh "The Post" during. Qm 
year 1919?

Hon. Mr. ELLISON replied; 1, from 
July 1, 1991. to March SI. 1011. $21,476 - 
91; I, $11.997.96; and 1, $6.969.30.

4 Ï '
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* the News-AflwrUw,.
Jan. 24.—The outstanding 

1 today's sitting of the Legle- 
k Mr. H. C. Brewster’s speech 

solution urging the Dominion 
lit to create a Canadian naval 

t the Pacific Ocean. The resolu- 
1 seconded by Mr. Parker Wil- 

1 spite of the generally express- 
litarism of that gentleman, 

fillams did not attempt to speak 
olutlon and the Premier mov- 
ournment of the debate, 

rewster said he had been careful 
ate anything of a political 

I from the resolution, nor had he 
jpted to deal with the details by 
i It should be brought into effect,

1 were movements of great im- 
in the world today, which 

\ It imperative that something 
be done to defend a coastline 

ling from Puget Sound to Alaska, 
^indented with many sounds and in- 
' which some future enemy might 

- utilize for strategic purposes. He 
to China now awakening from 
,rgy of ages with its hordes of . 

dvlllsed people, and to Japan held 
ksh by the strong hands of its rul- 
One of the first things an Orient­

ation did in adopting Western meth- 
I was to establish an army and navy 

these two nations were already 
ting for some place where they èould 
«fer the people from their over­
bad lands, and no place was so
rr__lent as Canada. He pointed to

recent menace of war in Europe, 
did he consider that the elections 
held in Germany would make for 

i«, '‘Internal turmoil is in the se­
nt and it is a fact that at times in 

oountrles ware have been etarted 
distract attention from affairs at

Be pointed to the great maritime com- 
'“&t the opening of the Panama 
must bring to our shores, and 

w that considering the time it tdok 
1 ornate a navy, it was none too early 

begin taking measures to protect 
-t commerce. While ae Canadians we 

light quarrel, about our own af­
ire, we must stand together 

questions of defence. As représent­
ée of the Pacifie Coast province. he 
lought’ they were, within their rights 

1» trying to impress upon the Dominion 
government the inauguration of such 

1 as would protect this coast.
1 passing the resolution he hoped they 

^,»lSht stimulate any measure now being 
v contemplated at Ottawa towards the 
Creation of a naval power.

The Premier moved the adjournment 
of the debate.

The rest of the afternoon was passed 
Pin committee on the revised statutes. 

Attorney-General Bowser pointed out 
some changes that had been made, and 
the revisions were freely criticised by 
Messrs. Brewster and Williams. The 
Attorney-General pointed to one change 
In the Land Act by which a girl over

► to wPSflStf-------------------“

~r

to take up a pre-emption. 
He will apply to a woman 
her husband after he has 

►ntrlbute to her support for 
two years. He explained that in an­
other section dealing with purchased 
but unpatented Crown lands, the revis­
ing commissioners, during his absence 
In England, had changed It so that it 
would be Impossible for a purchaser to 
make any bargain for the transfer of 
his rights before he had obtained full 
title. In view of conditions hpre he 
did not consider that wise, and was al­
tering it

In the School Act he pointed out that 
a change had been making it mandatory 
on a municipal council to hand over 
to the school board all moneys 
specially assessed for school purposes. 
The former wording left it optional. 
He further stated that the English laws 
brought Into force by the proclamation 
of Sir James Douglas in 1858 were still 
In force where not repugnant to the 
criminal laws of Canada, and even then 
they were not invalid until their re­
pugnancy had been determined by the 
courts.

j While the Attoreny-General com­
pleted hie explanation of changes in j the statutes, the bill to validate them 
is still in committee.

In reply to questions by Mr. Brew- 
| ster as to the position of the govern- r 

ment on lands sold by auction in South 
I Hazelton, Hon. Mr. Ross stated that the 

matter was being appealed, but it the 
decision of the Railway Commission 
was upheld, the purchasers would, be 
notlfed and money refunded.

In the Private Bills Committee this 
morning the Vancouver charter amend­
ments came in for their annual over- 

| hauling on the question of compliance 
j with standing orders. It was pointed 
! out that some of the araehdments had 
j not been advertised for the spécifié! j length of time. Some members of the 
i committee urged that the bill should 
; be thrown out altogether to teach the 
j city a lesson In car# in complying With 

■ the standing orders. Mr. Tisdall said j that he was sure that there must be j some explanation for any irregularities, 
and at his request the bill was laid 

; ever till Friday in order that the city 
! solicitor of Vancouver may have an 
j opportunity to come ovèr and explain j matters.
I The- South Vancouver delegation will 
. take up_with the government the deci- 
1 slon of the Supreme Court. of Canada 

affecting sales of land for taxes in that 
municipality at the time the council 
was holding its sittings in Vancouver. 
It Is understood that they will ask the 
government to pass a bill validating all 
sales made at that time, ae many peo­
ple are affected.

Dr. McGuire has given notice that on 
Tuesday next he will ask what action 
has been taken by the government to 
give effect to the resolution regarding 
the price of coal passed laet session.

A large delegation of lumbermen ar­
rived tonight abd tomorrow will inter­
view the government on proposed 
changes in the timber regulations.

Victoria, Jan. 23.—In a speech that 
isted an hour and twenty minutes, 
on. W. R. Ross moved tne seconu 
leading of his bill embodying amend­
ments to the Land Act, dealing with 
Imoer and forestry matters. He gave 
j detailed explanation of the. changes 
jhat have been already outlined/ He 
denied that there was a classified in­
crease in: royalties oil lumber that is to 
ie manulactured in the province, and 
Ihowed that these rates were only to 
ipply to such timber as might in future 
|e exported. Otherwise royalties re- 
bain the same.
j He read tetters showing that the Gov - 
irnment had secured the services of 
Hr. Overton Price, vice-president of the 
ïational Conservation Association of She United States, who would come here 
text summer and assist in supervising 
jhe reorganization of forestry matters 
n this province. They had also secur- 
jd from Gifford Pinchot a promise that 

b would come if possible. Mr. Ross 
•aced the history of forest legislation 
1 British Columbia. He compared it 
1th that of other countries, and con- 
luded that "it is the soundest, most J 
Ifective and most convenient method j :
|f obtaining a steady flow of revenue |
•om the forests that has yet been ": 
rolved in any country."

; He continued that following the Gov- | 
rnment’s forest policy In 1905 capital 
Ijowed into the province to Invest in 
imber. This called attention to our 
ther natural resources and these were ! 
l,vested in also, so that population and 
pvenue increased with great rapidity. 
j"lth this the Govethment surveyed "
Lrge areas of agricultural lands and 
bened up now regions by a network of : 
jiuds. To cinch the -whole matter, the 1 
nvernment in 1906 adopted a thorough !
>ing policy that the timber must be j 
anufactured within the province. J 
iey seized the right moment to strike, j 
d in seven years their policy had pro- I 

Iced over thirteen million dollars for 
•velopment works within the province, 
had at the same time established the 

edit of the province in the financial I 
Titres of the world and enabled the j 
pvernment to embark on a vigorous ] 
lllway policy.
(Coming to the bill itself, Hon. Mr. 1 
iss asked what must be done to con- 
irve our forests, and ensure a penman- 
|t lumbering industry? The first 
Sential, as in the United States, was 
e organization of a thoroughly effic- 
lt forest service. Next we must 
end money on it, but the forests were j 
irth it. He pointed out that the for- j 
: revenue of British Columbia was : 
o and a half times more than that of 
y other province in Canada, and was 
jal to half the forest revenue of the 

-V' iole Dominion. Following the pro-j 
sal of the Forestry Commission that ] 
alty should be regarded as forest |
>ltal, they were securing the best ex- 
•t advice to deal with the matter, j 
e first duty of the experts of the for- 

staft would be to ascertain with ; 
ictitude Just what amount of timber 
re was in the province. He believed 

timber held in reserve was much 
iater than was generally thought. In 
1er to facilitate this work the Gov- 
iment would insist that limits must 
surveyed as soon ae possible, and all 
done by 1918. As might be thought 

llrable sales of Crown stumpage on 
existing reserve would be made. All 

rough the bill every effort had been 
ade consistent with the existing 
ghts of holders, to put all holdings on 
^ equal basis. For this reason future 
ales would be licences, conditions for 
ach sale being regulated by clrcum- 
tances. There would be sales for 1m- 
edlate logging, as in the case of bura- 
l timber liable to spoil, and sales on 
ie basis of Svbonus ter thousand feet 

timber cut in aoqitlou to royalties: 
his would XWure the Government get- ; ^ 
ng the full benefit of the value and at 
ie same Urée it would benefit the pur- : 
îasor #lne«f the Government assumed 
ie fire risk. fn the sale of email frac- 
ons which did not Justify the expens* |
: cruising, the sale might be made for tsgffl 
lump sum. The recommendation of, iM&mt 

ie Forestry Commission that a thçr* 
jgh examination of pqlp ^concessions 
•anted by previous governments should 
i made, would be adopted and trained 
icperts from the forest branch would 
? detailed for this duty.
For the purpose of reafforestation thej 
overnment would create forest 
‘rvea which would be carefully
?ted from flrg.



I

and $30,000,JStwëën
lain under Class G, under which a eu- 
ier-tax of 5 per cent, (f 1-2 per cent, 
altogether) would be imposed on that 
*rt of Income which ia over $50,000. 
jould, it is calculated, more than wipe 

the loss from the Increased limit of 
kemption and from the partial exemp­

tion for men with families. Calculating 
"liis at $50.000. the figures stand thus: 

Table P-
pss according to Table C ..$339.890.70

rendering the phraseology more clear 
and comprehensive to the mind of the 
taxpayer, and they beliêve that if this 
were done It would result in a substan­
tial gain to the treasury.

9. They are further of opinion that 
the proposed extension of the limit of 
exemption in the Income tax would be 
at least counterbalanced hy the heavier

worked mines and two per cent, on un-! 
worked mines—many witnesses directed 
attention to the disparity between the 
cost of coal -at the mine-head and the 
price paid by the consumer. Appeals to 
be relieved of the tax on coke were also 
urged. The commissioners refer the 
evidence regarding the cost of coal to 
the consideration of the Government, 
and recommend that the tax on coke be 
reduced from 15 cents a ton to 10 centa necessary revisions as upon the new 

consolidation. As a case in point he 
proposed later to bring down certain 
amendments to the Municipal Clauses 
Act, which was of necessity changing 
constantly, amending the old section 68 
of the act with respect to the sub-dlvi- 
alon of lots and the approval thereof by 
the municipal authorities. When this 
revision was put Uirotygh by the present 
ratifying bill, the real work of legisla­
tion for this session might begin. He 
Intended, as a preface to the work of 
the committee, to point out briefly 
where changes in the direction of legis­
lation had been made by the commis­
sioners as in the Interpretation Act, the 
Administration Act, the Arbitration Act, 
the Attachments of Debts Act, the act 
dealing with the powers of Infants un­
der the law. etc.

The precise nature of each of these 
changes was explained, the Attorney- 
General referring to the commissioners’ 
memorandum accompanying the work. 
Objection m'as not raised to any of the 
suggested variations of language or 
tenor, but Messrs. Brewster and Wil­
liams contended that the members 
should be furnished with memoranda 
such as that possessed by'the law offi­
cer of the Crown, in order more Intelli­
gently to grasp the purport of the 
changes to which he made reference. 
Hon. Mr. Bowser said that lie would 
have no possible objection, and such a 
brief would be furnished before the 
committee sit* again.

$289,890.70
An analysis of the revenue shows 
at .there was a wry satisfactory sur- 
us of actuel receipts over estimated 

12.27. as against $7,000,026.66)
1 In the provincial treasury.

_ plus, however, for reasons 
hich are given, is not accepted as suf- 

jclently to be relied upon as to warrant 
Material alteration at present of the 
rinciples of assessment or the incid- 
ace of taxation except to the degree 
id for the nature recommended; never- 
leless the commissioners believe that 
jte reductions advised will prove of 
kbstanttal benefit to the people of the 
Evince- A division of the revenue in- 
y five different heads and examination 
f the amounts derivable from each 
how that the total abolition of the 
kxes on property and persons and the 
kising of the revenue solely from an 
pcreeeed tax on natural resources 
joQld, even if it were held desirable 
\t other reasons, involve a 50 per cent, 
hercaae in the rate of taxation of such 

’ ^sources, Lc.. timber, coal and minerals.

Taking up next the 2 per cent, min­
eral tax on the assessed value of ore. 
which brought to the treasury $91,038.43 
In 1910-11. the report describes the sys­
tem of taxing minerals In vogue, and 
directs attention to the present market 

Complaints of wtt-
•r 1910

value of copper, 
nesses were generally directed towards 
the inequality of the tax as between 
high-grade and low-grade ores. A sus­
pension of the tax was asked for, or. 
alternatively, a reduction of the tax. 
The commissioners do not recommend 
any change in the tax imposed on min-

The commissioners are also agreed 
that the 25 cents an acre tax on Crown 
granted unworked mineral claims is fair 
and reasonable.

After explaining the difference be­
tween protiate fees (producing $37,294.41 
revenue in 1910-11) and succession du­
ties (1200,459.86), the commissioners 
suggest the raising of the duty for all 
the degrees of relationship In the case 
of estates over $400,000, and in the two 
more distant degrees of relationship in 

i the case of estates of over $100,000 and
i $200,000.

land tax revenue for 1910-11 Is shown 
l $316,130.83, and the report sets out 
en era l considerations why improve- 
nents on land should not be taxed, at 
life same time clearly defining the 
meaning of such Improvements. Real 
property taxes revenue for 1910-11 to­
talled $352.372 (4 at one-half of one per 
cnt. on assessed values. The evidence 

’taken by the commission showed that 
the rate of taxation Is not generally re­
garded as burdensome, but certain re­
presentations were made as to assess­
ment Inequalities, and complaints were 
received as to the taxation of improve­
ments. The commissioners, in dealing 
more particularly with real property, 
recommend:

1. A periodical reassessment of pro­
perty according to its actual defined

2. The abolition of taxation on im­
provements.

?.. Legislation enforcing registration 
of real estate on affidavit* setting fort I i 
thf true consideration of purchase, and 

4. That the registration fee of one- 
fifth of one per cent, on the value of 
real estate up to $5,000 shall be extend- 

Irrespectlve of;
value..

As to the wild land tax, ".the evidence: 
went to show that in some cases the 
assessment value of wild land was 
somewhat low. At the same time the 
commissioners regard the tax of 4 per 
cent, as sound, and are of the opinion, 
despite a few objections raised by some 
witnesses, that the rate should remain 
am at present fixed. The commission-

The report, after enunciating certain j 
principles regarding the taxation of j 
hanks generally, show* in detail the j 
practice of taxing them in other pro­
vince* of Canada, and recommends that 
a tax be imposed, in addition to that at j 
present Imposed, of one-fifteenth of one 
per cent, on “business done." including 
In this term both loans and deposits.

Summary.
The commissioners bring their report 

to an end by commenting upon the de- \ 
velopment and prosperity of the pro- . 
vlnce. and the increasing revenue ami j 
expenditure attending that development. * 
as factors affecting the nature of their 
financial recommendations, and thus 
sum up the probable effect* of the 
changes proposed:

1. They have been uniformly Im­
pressed with the rapidly Increasing 
prosperity of the province and the po­
tential and actual explored and (Indis­
putably vaster) unexplored wealth de­
rivable from the natural resources of 
the province.

2. They realize at the same tinte 
that, while the revenue is in conse­
quence expanding, the expenditure must

j for many years to come be expanding 
In at least an equal ratio.

*3. In making the financial recon»- 
i mendatlons set forth, they have taken 

the above-mentioned factors Into serl-

ious consideration.
4. They have come to the deliberate 

that a substantial remission

Mr WILLIAMS asked the Hon. the 
Minister of Finance the following ques­
tions;

1. What sum has been paid the "Col- 
onlst" Printing and Publishing Com­
pany for advertising during each year 
from July l, 1901. to March 11. 1911?

corporation during the same period for 
all other services?

3. What sum was paid the •Colonist" 
Printing and Publishing Company for 
advertising In The Post" during Vie
year 1919?

Hon. Mr. ELLISON replied;
July 1, 1991. to March 31, 1011, $21,476.
03; S. $61.607.65; and S. $1,940.39.

estate,

opinion
| from taxation can safely be effected 
; without Imperilling the solidity of the 
i provincial treasury, and they have pro­

ceeded on the principle that any "sur­
plus not proved to be needed by the 
province should be left to fructify In the 
pockets of the taxpayer,’*, more particu­
larly when a balance so left is likely, 
in a new country, to be used in some 
form or other for the exploitation of 

i the province.
! " 5. They are of opinion that the aboll- 
i tion of the revenue or poll tax (which 
j amounted to $313.338.00 for the year 

ending March 31. 1911) would represent, 
on sound principle* of political science, 
a substantial relief, and one which the 
Government could best afford to rc-

6. They believe that the abolition of 
the personal property tax "and of the 
tax on improvements on land would be 
largely compensated for by the substitu­
tion of Income tax for personal property 
tax. aided by the natural Increase of 
population and the rapid accumulation 
of wealth by the citizen* of the pro­
vince.

7 They are further of opinion that 
$ the proposed extension of the limit of 
I exemption would be also largely coun­

terbalanced by Its readjustment In the 
case Of the more prosperous citizens.

8. They desire to emphasize again 
very strongly the need of altering the 
phraseology under Form 8 to suit the 
altered conditions through the abolition 
of the personal property tax, and not 

[Lsrnjv the need of sl(

Touching timber lands taxation at 2 
per cent, upon assessed values, the re­
port begins by defining timber lands 
according to the terms of the Assess­
ment Act. Tbs evidence showed that : 
the rate of the tax was generally re­
garded a* satisfactory, although views 
differed as to the fairness of the re­
spective rates of licences and royalties. 
Considerable satisfaction was expressed 
as to the operation of the present sys­
tem of fire protection, but some wit­
nesses ventured the opinion that a still 
more efficient method might be adopt­
ed, and that the owners of timber lands 
should share the cost of such fire pro- 

: lection, while others urged the appoint- 
: ment of a permanent fire commission.
I With respect to coal lands taxation —
| at one- per cent, on assessed value on

but also of.
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Ross Moves Second Reading of Bill Embodying 

hments to Land Act and Dealing With Forestry 
flatters—Conserving Forest Wealth of B, C,

8-

UNITJN PA(IC
Mr. Brewster, Member for At- 

berni, Urges Action Regard­
ing Defence of Great Un­
guarded B, C. Coastline.

RESOLUTION SECONDED ' 
BY MR. PARKER WILLIAMS

Premier McBride Moves Ad­
journment of Debate—Gov­
ernment and South Hazelton 
Lot»—Revision of Statutes,

Special to the Newe-Ad
Victoria, Jan. 24.—The outstanding 

feature of today’s sitting of the Legis- 
Kle$UIW;',was Mr. H. C. Brewster's speech 

on bl* resolution urging the Dominion 
jj”|Chii^e6iltoent to create a Canadian naval 

i'Ujltt On the Pacific Ocean. The resolu- 
was seconded by Mr. Parker Wil­

ts, In spite of the generally express­
ed anti-militarism of that gentleman. 
ijUr'^Williams did not attempt to speak 

*Se resolution and the Premier mov- 
adjournment of the debate. 

Brewster said he had been careful 
ilnate anything of a political 
from the resolution, nor had he 

ited to deal with the details by 
it should be brought Into effect, 

there were movements of great lm- 
in the world today, which 

It Imperative that something 
Id be don to defend a coastline 

iohlng from Puget Sound to Alaska, 
indented with many sounds and ln- 
whlch some future enemy might 

}Ity utilize for strategic purposes. lie 
ited to China now awakening from 
lethargy of ages with its hordes of 

J-clvilized people, and to Japan held 
[leash by the strong hands of Its rul- 

One of the first things an Orlent- 
i nation did in adopting Western meth- 

was to establish an army and navy 
these two nations were already 

tng for some place where they could 
ifer the people from their over- 

iwded lands, and no place was so 
renient as Canada He pointed to 
recent menace of war In Europe, 
did he consider that the elections 
held in Germany would make for 

_ "internal turmoil Is in the as- 
top» and It is a fact that at times in 

[Older countries ware have been started 
I to distract attention from affairs at 

•me.”
Be pointed to the great maritime com­

merce that the opening of the Panama 
[Canal must bring to cur shores, and 
[ «aid that considering the time It tdok 
to create a navy, it was none too early 
té begin taking measures to protect 
that commerce. While ae Canadians we 
might quarrel, about our own af­
fairs, we must stand together 
on questions of defence. As represent­
ative of the Pacifie Coast province, he 
thought' they were within their right» 
In trying to impress upon the Dominion
government the Inauguration of such 
measures as would protect this coast 
In passing the resolution he hoped they 
might stimulate any measure now being 
contemplated at Ottawa toward* the 
creation of a naval power.

The Premier moved the adjournment 
of the debate. /

The rest of the afternoon was passed 
in committee on the revised statutes. 
Attorney-General Bowser pointed out 
some changes that had been made, and 
the revisions were freely criticised by 
Messrs. Brewster and Williams. The 
Attorney-General pointed to one change 
In the Land Act by which "a girl over 
eighteen who Is supporting he ,e

L. to take up a pre-emption, 
rule will apply to a woman 
I her husband after he has 

■contribute to her support for 
two years. He explained that In an­
other section dealing with purchased 
but unpatented Crown lands, the revis­
ing commissioners, during his absence 
in England, had changed it so that It 
would be Impossible for a purchaser to 
make any bargain for the transfer of 
hie rights before he had obtained full 
title. In view of conditions hgre he 
did not consider that wise, and was al­
tering it.

In the School Act he pointed out that 
a change had been making it mandatory 
on a municipal council to hand aver 
to the school board all moneys 
specially assessed for school purposes. 
The former wording left It optional. 
He further stated that the English laws 
brought Into force by the proclamation 
of Sir James Douglas In 1858 were still 
In force where not repugnant to the 
criminal laws of Canada, and even thon 
they were not invalid until their re­
pugnancy had been determined by the 
courte.

While the Attoreny-General com­
pleted his explanation of changes In 
the statutes, the bill to validate them 
Is still In committee.

In reply to questions by Mr. Brew- 
: ster as to the position of the govern­

ment on lands sold by auction in South 
Hazelton, Hon. Mr. Ross stated that the 
matter was being appealed, but if the 
decision of the Railway Commission 
was upheld, the purchasers would, be 
notlfed and money refunded.

In the Private Bills Committee this 
morning the Vancouver charter amend­
ments came In for their annual over- 

j hauling on the question of compliance 
j with standing orders. It was pointed 
I out that some of the amendments had 
j not been advertised for the spécifié.I 
i length of time. Some members of the 
i committee urged that the bill should 

be thrown out altogether to teach the 
i city a lesson In care in complying with 

*! the standing orders. Mr. Tisdall said 
! that he was sure that there must be 
I some explanation for any irregularities,
; and at his request the bill was laid 

ever till Erlday In order that the city 
! solicitor of Vancouver may have an 
! opportunity to come over and explain 
j matters.
, The. South Vancouver delegation will 
1 take upe with the government the deci- 
i slon of * the Supreme Court. of Canada 
; affecting sales of land for taxes In that 
j municipality at the time the council 

was holding its sittings In Vancouver, 
j It Is understood that they will ask the 
! government to pass a bill validating all 

sales made at that time, as many peo- 
1 pie are affected.

Dr. McGuire has given notice that on 
Tuesday next he will ask what action 
has been taken by the government to 

; give effàpt to the resolution regarding 
j the price of coal passed last session, 
j A large delegation of lumbermen ar­
rived tonight and tomorrow will inter- 

I View the government on proposed 
i changes in the timber regulations.

! Victoria, Jan. 23.—In a speech that 
listed an hour and twenty minutes, 
|on. W. R. Ross moved tne seconu 
eadjng of his bill embodying %mend- 
penis to the Land Act, dealing with 
jlmbcr and forestry matters, he gave 
. detailed explanation of the changes 
hat have been already outlined.- He 
.enled that there was a classitted in- 
'rease In royalties on lumber that Is to 
•e manufactured in the province, and 
ihowed that these rates were only to 
pply to such timber as might in future 
16 exported. Otherwise royalties re- 
hain the same.
Ï He read letters showing that the Gov- 
rnment had secured the services of 
fir. Overton Price, vice-president of the 
National Conservation Association of 
he United States, who would come here 
lext summer and assist in supervising 
ihe reorganization of forestry matters 
h this province. They had also secur- 
|d from Gifford Pinchot a promise that 
le would come if possible. Mr. Ross 
raced the history of forest legislation 
h British Columbia. He compared it 
i/lth that of other countries, and con- 
iluded that “it ia the soundest, most 
jffective and most convenient method 
f obtaining a steady flow of revenue 
jfom the forests that has yet been ‘ 
Solved in any country.”

He continued that following the Gov- 1 
mment's forest policy in 1905 capital 
^owed into the province to invest in 
[mber. This called attention to our 
,ther natural resources and these were 
-vested in also, so that population and 
>venue increased with great rapidity, 
j'ith this tho Govetbment surveyed 
jxge areas of agricultural lands and 
bened up new regions by a network of 
jtuds. To cinch the -whole matter, the 
government in 1906 adopted a thorough 
[>ing policy that the timber must be 
Manufactured within the province, 
hey seized the right moment to strike, 
id in seven years their policy had pro- 
iced over thirteen million dollars for 
jvelopment works within the province.
1 ha.l at the same time established the 
ledit of the province in the financial 
Titres of toe world and enabled the 
overnment to embark on a vigorous 
Blway policy.
[coming to the bill itself, Hon. Mr. 
iss asked what must be done to con- 
jrve our forests, and ensure a perman- 
|t lumbering industry? The first 
entlal. as in the United States, was 

1 organization of a thoroughly efftc- 
t forest service. Next we must 
ind money on It, but the forests were , 
>rth it. He pointed out that the for- 
: revenue of British Columbia was 
|o and a half times more than that of 
y other province in Canada, and was 
jal to half the forest revenue of the 
tole Dominion. Following the pro- 
ial of the Forestry Commission that 
alty should be regarded as forest 
iltal, they were securing the best ex- 
t advice to deal with the matter, 

first duty of the experts of the for- 
staff would be to ascertain with 
titttde just what amount of timber 

-re was in the province. He believed 
timber held in reserve was much 

iter than was generally thought In 
1er to facilitate this work the Gov-1 

^ kment would Insist that limits must 
j surveyed as soon as possible, arid all 
I done by 1918. Aa might be thought 
islrable sales of Crown stumpage on 
e existing reserve would be made. All 
rough the trill every effort had been 
ade, consistent with the existing 
ghts of holders. to put all holdings on 

In equal basis. For this reason future 
[ales would be licences, conditions for 
jach sale being regulated by clrcum- i 
tances. There would be sales for lm- Î 
>edlate logging, as in the case of burn-

Jl timber liable to spoil, and sales on 
ie basis of «. bonus per thousand feet 
’ timber cut in audition to royalties: 
his would ensure the Government get- ; 
Ing the full benefit of the value and at 
(ie same time it would benefit the pur- j 
baser since? the Government assumed 
e lire risk. In the sale of small frac- j 
ms which did not Justify the expens» . 
cruising, the sale might be made for tj 
lump sum. The recommendation of 8 

Forestry Commission that a thor- 
jh examination of pulp ^concession» 

banted by previous governments should 
1 made, would be adopted and trained 
eperts from the forest branch would 

1 detailed for this duty.
For the purpose of reafforestation Ihe 
overnment would create forest r«- 
irves which would be carefully pro-



tendering the phraseology more clear 
and comprehensive to the mind of the 

bel 1ère that if thistaxpayer, am

consol t<

amend i
Act, wli

Mr. WILLIAMS asked the Hon. the 
Minister of Finance the following ques­
tions:

1. What sum has been paid the ••Col­
onist" Printing and Publishing Com­
pany for advertising during each year 
from July 1, 1901, to March SI, 19117

2. What sum has been paid the said 
corporation during the same period for 
all other servlcea?

3. What sum was paid the "Colonist" 
Printing sum! Publishing Company for 
advertising In "The Post" during U*e 
year me?

Hon. Mr. ELLISON replied: I. from 
July 1, 1961. to March 11. Ill I. $28.474 - 
03; 2, IH.eOT.16; and 3. IS,9*8.30.

130.000. and the
In under Class Q. under which a su- j 
r-tax of 5 per cent. < 7 1-2 per cent, 

[ether> would be imposed on that 
of income which Is over 650,000. 

uld. it is calculated, more than wipe j 
the loss from the Increased limit of 

ptlon and from the partial exemp- 
for men with families. Calculating 

la at $60.000. the figures stand thus: 
Table D.

according lo Table C ..$339.890.70 
luct.................. .. .. .. .. 50.000.00

$289.890.70
An analysis of the revenue show* I 

W .there was a very satisfactory sur-j 
|u* of actual receipts over estimated 
I10.482.S93.I7. as again*! $7.000.020.66. 

w 1916-1 i in the provincial treasury., 
jhts surplus, however, for reasons [_ 
'hich are given. Is not accepted as suf- 
Iciently td be relied upon as to warrant 
latertei alteration at present of the I 
rinciplee of assessment or the incid- | 

. jice of taxation except to the degree 
id for the nature recommended; never- I 
■■1 the commissioners believe that | 

reductions advised will prove of | 
ibstantial benefit to the people of the I 

A division of the revenue in- 
> five different heads and examination 
f the amounts derivable from each 
fetow that the total abolition of the I 

. £xe« on property and persons and the I 
alsing of the revenue solely from an 
Screaned tax on natural resources!

Zlwerc held desirable 
[involve a 50 per cent. 

Htaxatinn of such 
[coal ami minerals.

multi, even if It were 
yr other res son*. Involve 

' [urease in the rate of ta 
îsoorecî-. Le., timber, coal

Lui Tun

Ian* tax revenue for 1910-11 is shown 
t $316,130.83, and the report set* out 
eneral considérât Ion* why Improve- 
npnts on land should not be taxed, at 
the same time clearly defining the 
meaning of such improvements. Ileal 
s*roperty taxe» revenue for 1916-11 to­
talled $362,372 44 at one-half of one per 
cWt. on assessed values. The evidence 

"taken by the commission showed that 
thé rate of taxation la not generally re­
garded as burdensome, but certain re­
presentation* were made as to assesa- 

! ment Inequalities, and complaints were 
received o* to the taxation of improve- j 
mfents. The commissioners, In dealing ! 
mpre particularly with real property, 
recommend.

M- A periodical reassessment of pro- 
! perty according to its actual defined j 

value.
2. The abolition of taxation on lm- 

, i-rovement*.
?.. Legislation enforcing registration 

: <»f real estate on affidavits setting forth 
; thé true consideration of purchase, and

4. That the registration fee of one- 
fifth of one per cent, on the value of 
real estate up fo $6,000 shall be extend­

'd ed to all real estate, irrespective of 
j value..
fj A» to the wild land tax, "the evidence 

went to show that in some cases the 
[] assessment value of wild land was 
: : somewhat low. At the same time the 

commissioners regard the tax of 4 per 
\A cetiL as gound. and are of the opinion.
- | despite a few objection* raised by some 

: ; witnesses, that the rate should remain | 
a* at present fixed. The commission­
ers. however, by way of general recom­
mendation. consider that there should 

! be an increase in the staff of assessors. < 
They also recommend that the regula­
tion which at present prescribes that 

• wild land situate west of the Cascade 
I Mountains shell be classed as improved . 

: f land, when improvements have been 
1 effected thereon to the value of $2.56 
| per acre, should be extended to land 
I situate east of the'Cascades when It la ■ 
i also situate to the north of the 63rd 
' parallel of latitude. '

-

Touching Umber lands taxation at 1 * 
per cent, upon assessed values, the re- [I 
port begins by defining Umber lande H 
according to the terms of the Assess- | 
ment Act. The evidence showed that 
the rate of the tax was generally re­
garded as satisfactory, although views 
differed as to the fairness of the re- 

:> spective rates of licences and royalties. 
■'■"'11 Considerable satisfaction was expressed 

as to the operation of the present sys­
tem ef fire protection, but some wlt- 
nesses ventured the opinion that a still 
mers efficient method might be adopt­
ed. and that the owners ef Umber lands 
should share the cost of such tire pro­
tection. while others urged the appoint­
ment of a permanent fire commission.

With respect to coal land* taxation— 
at «me per cent. on assessed value on

worked mine» and two per cent, on un­
worked mines—many witnesses directed 
attention to the disparity between the 
vest of coal *at the mine-head and the 
prlce paid by the consumer. Appeals to 
l>e relieved of the tax on coke were also 
urged. The commissioners refer the 
evidence regarding the cost of coal to 
the consideration of the Government, 
and recommend that the tax on coke be 
reduced from 16 cents a ton to 10 cents.

Taking up next the 2 per cent, min­
eral tax on the assessed value of ore. 
which brought to the treasury $91,038.43 
In 1910-U. the report describes the sys­
tem of taxing minerals In vogue, and 
directs attention to the present market 
value of copper. Complaints of wit­
nesses were generally directed toward» i 
the inequality of the tax as between 
high-grade and low-grade ores. A sus­
pension of the tax was asked for, or, 
alternatively, a reduction of the tax. 
The commissioners do not recommend 
any change In the tax Imposed on min­
erals.

The commissioners are also agreed 
that the 26 cents an acre tax on Crown 
granted unworked mineral claims Is fair | 
and reasonable.

After explaining the difference be- 
tween probate fees (producing $37,294.41 j 
revenue in 1916-11) and succession du­
ties (•200.459.88). the commissioners j 
suggest the raising of the duty for all r 
the degrees of relationship In the case 
of estates over $400,000, and in the two 
more distant degrees of relationship in 
the case of estates of over $100,060 and 
$200.060.

The report, after enunciating certain I 
principles regarding the taxation of j 
banks generally, shows in detail the ; 
practice of taxing them in other pro­
vinces of Canada, and recommends that \ 
a tax be Imposed, In addition to that at 
present Imposed, of one-fifteenth of one 
per cent, on • buslne»» done," mcludiiu: 
In this term both loans and deposits.

The commissioners bring their report j 
lo an end by commenting upon the de- ’ 
velopmcnt and prosperity of the pro­
vince. and the increasing revenue and j 
expenditure attending that development. ' 
as factors affecting the nature of their 
financial recommendations, and thus 
sum up the probable effects of the 
changes proposed;

1. They have been uniformly im­
pressed with the rapidly Increasing 
prosperity of the province and the po­
tential and actual explored and (Indis­
putably vaster) unexplored wealth de- t 
rlvable from the natural resources of

! the province.
2. They realire at the same Unie 

: that, while the revenue is In conse­
quence expanding, the expenditure must 
for many years to come be expanding

! In at least an equal ratio.
•3. In making the financial recom- 

j mendalions set forth, they have taken 
the above-mentioned factors Into eert- 

I ous consideration.
f 4. They have come to the deliberate 

opinion that a substantial remission 
from taxation can safely be effected 

; without Imperilling the solidity of the 
i provincial treasury, and they have pro- 
: reeded on the principle that any "sur- 
! plus not proved to be needed by the 
| province should be left to fructify in the 
} pocket* of the taxpayer.", more poytlcu- 
j lari y when a balance so left Is likely,
| In a new country, to be used In some 
| form or other for the exploitation of 
i the province.
j 5. They are of opinion that the aboll- 
i tion of the revenue or poll tax (which 
j amounted to $313.238.00 for the year 
I ending Mardi 31, 1911) would represent,
! on sound principle* of political science, 

a substantial relief, and one which the 
Government could best afford to rc-

6. They believe that the abolition of 
the personal property tax and of the 
tax on improvements on land would be 
largely compensated for by the substitu­
tion of Income tax for personal property 
tax, aided by the natural Increase of 
population and the rapid accumulation 
of wealth by the dtigens of the pro­
vince.

.7. They are further of opinion that 
the proposed extension of the limit of 
exemption would be also largely coun­
terbalanced by its readjustment In the 

1 case of the more prosperous citizens.
| 8. They desire to emphasise again
{ very strongly the need of altering thy 

phraseology under Form 8 to suit the 
altered condition* through the abolition 
of the personal property tax. and not 
onlv the need of altering, but also of

CIMUlglllg
constantly, amending the old section 68 
of the act with respect to the sub-dtvi- 
slon of lota and the approval thereof by 

[ the municipal authorities. When this 
leviston wan put through by the present 
ratifying bill, the real work of legisla­
tion for this session might begin. He 
Intended, as a preface to the work of 
the committee, to point out briefly 
where changes In the direction of legis­
lation had been made by the commis­
sioners as In the Interpretation Act, the 
Administration Act, the Arbitration Act, 
the Attachments of Debts Act, the act 
dealing with the powers of infants un­
der the law, etc.

The precise nature of each of these 
changes waa explained, the Attorney- 
General referring to the commissioners' 
memorandum accompanying the work. 
Objection was not raised to any of the 
suggested variations of language or 
tenor, but Messrs. Brewster and Wil­
liam» contended that the members 
should be furnished with memoranda 
such as that possessed by" the law offi­
cer of the Crown, in order more Intelli­
gently to grasp the purport of the 
changes to which he made refyence. 
Hon. Mr. Bowser said that he would 
have no possible objection, and such a 
brief would be furnished before the 
committee gits again.
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CANADIAN NAVAL
Mr, Brewster, Member for Al­

bert! i, Urges Action Regard­
ing Defence of Great Un­
guarded B. C, Coastline, ’ j

RESOLUTION SECONDED 
BY MR. PARKER WILLIAMS

nier McBride Moves Ad- 
nment of Debate—Gov- 

^Ijment and South Hazelton 
Lots—Revision of Statutes,

ImM t# the Newe-Adw«rtieer. 
i -.Vl^jwla, Jan. 24.—The outstanding 
feature of today's sitting of the Legls- 

Mr. H. C. Brewster's speech 
resolution urging the Dominion 

it to create a Canadian naval 
the Pacific Ocean. The resolu­

tion was seconded by Mr. Parker Wil­
liams, In spite of the generally express- 

militarism of that gentleman, 
lams did not attempt to speak 

'resolution and the Premier mov- 
Journment of the debate, 

rewster said he had been careful 
,te anything of a political 

from the resolution, nor had he 
to deal with the details by 

It should be brought Into effect, 
were movements of great lm- 
ln the world today, which 

it imperative that something 
be done to defend a coastline 
ng from Puget Sound to Alaska, 

[indented with many sounds and tn- 
ihlcb some future enemy might 
utilize for strategic purposes. He 

to China now awakening from 
gy of ages with its hordes of . 

rill zed people, and to Japan held 
by the strong hands of its rul- 

ie of the first things an Orient- 
dld in adopting Western raeth- 

was to establish an army and navy 
’ beee two nations were already 

% for some plate where they could 
the people from their over- 
lands, and no place was so 

int as Canada. He pointed to 
it menace of war In Europe, 
be consider that the elections 
in Germany would make for 

^Internal turmoil Is In the as- 
it and It is a fact that at times in 

ntrles wars have been started 
attention from affairs at

potpted to the great maritime com- 
that the opening of the Panama 
must bring to our shores, and 

considering the time it took 
a navy, it was none too early 

In taking measures to protect 
mmeroe. While as Canadians we 
quarrel, about our own af- 

g- we must stand together 
! questions of defence. As represent- 

■ of the Pacific Coast province, he 
isught they were within their rights 

m trying to impress upon the Dominion 
government the Inauguration of such 
measures as would protect this coast. 
ItTpasslng the resolution he hoped they 

* t stimulate any measure now being 
implated at Ottawa towards the 
lion of a naval power, 
is Premier moved the adjournment

me rost*!* the afternoon was passed 

committee on the revised statutes.
aey-General Bowser pointed out 

, changes that had been made, and 
revisions were freely criticised by 
ira. Brewster and Williams. The 
jrney-General pointed to one change 
the Land Act by which a girl over 

who is supporting he

! be allowed to take up a pre-emption. 
The same rule will apply to a woman 
deserted by her husband after he has 

j ceased to contribute to her support for 
two years. He explained that in an­
other section dealing with purchased 
but unpatented Crown lands, the revis­
ing commissioners, during his absence 
in EngUnd, had changed it so that it 
would be impossible for a purchaser to 
make any bargain for the transfer of 
his rights before he had obtained full 
title. In view of conditions hgre he 
did not consider that wise, and was al- 

i tering it
In the School Act he pointed out that 

a change had been making it mandatory 
on a municipal council to. hand over 
to the school board all moneys 
specially assessed for school purposes. 
The former wording left It optional. 
He further stated that the English laws 
brought Into force by the proclamation 
of Sir James Douglas In 1858 were still 
in force where not repugnant to the 
criminal laws of Canada, and even then 
they were not invalid until their re­
pugnancy had been determined by the

j While the Attoreny-General com­
pleted his explanation of changes in j the statutes, the bill to validate them 
Is still in committee.

In reply to questions by Mr. Brew­
ster as to the position of the govern­
ment on lands sold by auction in South 

: Hazelton, Hon. Mr. Ross stated that the 
matter was being appealed, but if the 
decision of the Railway Commission 
was upheld, the purchasers would, be. 
notlfed and money refunded.

In the Private Bills Committee this 
morning the Vancouver charter amend­
ments came in for their annual over- 

; hauling on the question of compliance 
j with standing orders. It was pointed 
I out that some of the amendments had 
j not been advertised for the specified 

length of time. Some members of the 
| committee urged that the bill should 

be thrown out altogether to teach the 
t city a lesson in care in complying With 

the standing orders. Mr. Tlsdall said 
that he was sure that there must be 

; some explanation for any irregularities,
; and at his request the bill was laid 
j ever till Friday in order that the city 
[ solicitor Of Vancouver may have an 
! opportunity to come ovèr and explain 
j matters.

The, South Vancouver delegation will 
take up.with the government the <Jeci- 

i sion of the Supreme Court. of Canada 
affecting sales of land for taxes In that 
municipality at the time the council 
was holding Its sittings in Vancouver, 

j It is understood that they will ask the 
! government to pass a bill validating all 
; sales made at that time, as many peo- 
I pie are affected.

Dr. McGuire has given notice that on 
; Tuesday next he will ask What action 
! has been taken by the government to 
j give effect to the resolution regarding 
1 the price of coal passed last session, 
j A large delegation of lumbermen ar­
rived tonight and tomorrow will tnter- 

j view the government on proposed 
j changes in the timber regulations.

j Victoria, Jan. 23.—In a speech that 
usted an hour and twenty minutes, 
[on. W. R. Ross moved tne seconu 
eadjng of his bill embodying .amend­
ments to the Land Act, dealing with 
jimber and forestry matters. He gave 
! detailed explanation of the. changes 
hat have been already outlined. He
.enied that there was a classified in-
Tease In royalties on lumber that is to 
>e manufactured In the province, and 
howed that these rates were only to 
ipply to such timber as might in future 
•e exported. Otherwise royalties re- 
nain the same.
; He read letters showing that the Gov- 
jrnment had secured the services of 
nr. Overton Price, vice-president of the 
National Conservation Association of 
he United States, who would come here 
[ext summer and assist in supervising 
jhe reorganization of forestry matters 
n this province. They had also secur- 
|d from Gifford Pinchot a promise that 
|e would come if possible. Mr. Ross 
'raced the history of forest legislation 
h British Columbia. He compared it 
rith that of other countries, and con- 
iluded that "It is the soundest, most 
Effective and most convenient method 
if obtaining a steady flow of revenue 
jrom the forests that has yet been ' 
Wolved in any country.”

He' continued that following the Gov- i 
rnment’s forest policy in 1905 capital 
^owed into the province to Invest In 
imber. This called attention to our 

sther natural resources and these were 
.vested in also, so that population and 
'venue increased with great rapidity, 
j Ith this the Government surveyed 
trge areas of agricultural lands and 
oened up now regions by a network of 
jmds. To cinch the whole matter, the 
pvornment in 1906 adopted a thorough 
j>ing policy that the timber must be 
lanufactured within the province, 
hey seized the right moment to strike, 
id in seven years their policy had pro- 
iced over thirteen million dollars for 
tvelopment works within the province, 
j had at the same time established the 
edit of the province in the financial 
jntres of the world and enabled the 
pvernment to embark on a vigorous 
alwiiy policy.
Coming to the bill itself, Hon. Mr. 
[ss asked what must be done to con- 
jrve our forests, and ensure a perman- 
|t lumbering industry? The first 
sential, as in the United States, was 
je organization of a thoroughly effle- 
{it forest service. Next we must

Î
md money on it, but the forests were 
rth it. He pointed out that the for­

ce venue of British Columbia was 
jo and a half times more than that of 
iy other province in Canada, and was 

[ial to half the forest revenue of the 
,ole Dominion. Following the pro- 
sal of the Forestry Commission that 
[-alty should be regarded as forest 
dial, they were securing the best ex- 
1 advice to deal with the matter, 

first duty of the experts of the for- 
staff would be to ascertain with 
itude Just what amount of timber 
was in the province. He believed 

timber held in reserve was much 
.ter than was generally thought. In 

1er to facilitate this work the Gov- 
iment would insist that limits must 
surveyed as soon as possible, arid all 
done by 1918. As might be thought 
rable sales of Crown stumpage on 
existing reserve would be made. All 

/rough the bill every effort had been 
lade, consistent with the existing 
ghts of holders, to put all holdings on 

jn equal basis. For this reason future 
jales would be licences, conditions for 
jach sale being regulated by circum- 
tances. There would be sales for im­
mediate logging, as in the case of burn- 
d timber lia&e to spoil, and sales on 
jie basis of a bonus per thousand feet 
jf timber cut -in audition 10 royalties: 
{hie would ensure the Government get-

E
g the fulf benefit of the value and at 
same time it would benefit the pur- 

isor since' the Government assumed 
jie fire risk! In the sale of small trac­
ions which did not Justify the expens» 

f cruising, the sale might be made for 
j lump sum. The recommendation of 
jie Forestry Commission that a thor- 

1 examination of pulp ^concessions 
ted by previous governments should 

made, would be adopted and trained 
:perts from the forest branch would 
i detailed for this duty.
For the purpose of reafforestation the 
Dvernment would create forest' 
rres which would be carefully 
terl from fire. In 01



i?Kt against ffre a forest protection 
L end would be formed to which allj 
Spiders ot timber would be compelled to i 
mtrtbute et the rate of one cent an 
2re, the Government giving a like! 

; mount. This fund would enable them 
^ dlapoae of the log slash, the great- 

«t menace In the way of fire. In con- j 
uàion he stated that the completion 
; the Panama Canal would revolutton- 
!î__ tbe lumbering industry on this

bolumbla might have done the same, 
put at thla criai» in her history there 
waa found a strong admlnletrutlon in 
control—an administration that had 
wised up the continental situation, 
fhat government waa faced by the 
hardest problem that governments have 
to face—how tp deal with an enormous 
natural resource—and although every­
thing looks feasible enough after suc­
cess baa been achieved, yet seven years 
ago. In l»05. the Ingenuity and fore­
sight of the statesman*were needed to 
Invent a forest policy to meet the sit­
uation. -

"Legislation la usually a somewhat 
prosaic affair, and that la why I lay 
emphasie upon the Forest Act of 1306, 
because It reveals a stroke of true 
genius, because In Its bold and sweep­
ing features It ie unlike, any thing at­
tempted in any other country, and be­
cause, while others might be blind and 
perplexed and fearful of Such decisive 
steps, yet the statesman's Intuition 
could foresee the results and conse­
quences that it would have far down the 
future years.

"The administration of 1306 nailed 
its colora to the mast; its motto was 
public ownership of forests.* Yet It 

saw that the province had tailed to ob­
tain money In aplte of Its enormous 
foreata; that It waa impossible or that 
It would take years to organise a ser­
vice that ooqjd cruise and value Crown 
Umber, area by area, and sell It aa do 
Germany and other old established 
countries. The prices of western stump- 
age were very low In 1M6, the future 
increase In value was obviously large, 
and the problem waa to sell at that 
date without sacrificing thla future flee 
in values.

"Again It was essential to encourage 
one of the mainstays of the province— 
the lumbering industry; also it was es­
sential to five a supply of timber for 

! the future operations of existing mills; 
to encourage by tbe name meana the 
building of new mills—yet it would 
have been most Inadvisable to have 
obliged operators to sink their capital 
In buying stumpage outright, since thla 
would have sapped the vitality of the 
Industry. The best Interest» of the 
province required that operators* capital 
should be left to them aa working capi­
tal. for the development of their busi­
ness, tor circulation aa wages—especi­
ally since wages represent on an aver; 
age four-fifths of the cost of manu­
factured lumber. The pointe enumerat­
ed above show how the problem before 
the government bristled with difficul­
ties. The province was stagnating; cap­
ital was essential; cheap stumpage was 
necessary for the lumbering Industry; 
the people*» timber was to be made to 
yield Immediate revenue, yet there was 
to be no throwing away of the future 
rise in stumpage. The unearned In­
crement was to be preserved to the peo­
ple for whom the government was

of stumpage. These grants of cuttlngj 
rights were known a* timber leasee.

in 1896 a new and most Important} 
principle was introduced In legislation; 
that contain» the germ of the modern 
provincial policy. The existence of the; 
investor waa recognised and timber 
leases granted to non-operators. The 
encouragement of the lumbering indus­
try was still, however, kept In view, and* 
leases granted to operators at lower 
rates than to non-operators. It was un­
necessary to toilow the subsequent 
legislation in detail, and he would tper- 
ely mention that the last phase of the 
timber lease period was entered upon in 
IVVl-l, wnen the present Government 
came into power and raised the rental 
to 26 cents an acre. In 1V06 the pre­
sent administration, having had time to 
look caretul!y into the whole queeuon 
ot toreat policy, realised that the leas­
ing system was an extremely bad one, 
the timber being sold for twenty-one 
years ahead at the low prevailing rate» 
then ruling. *lt was obvious that rates 
would show great change in twenty-one 
years, and. there tore, me public timber 
waa being sold at a sacrifice price. It 
waa accordingly decided to abolish thla 
antiquated ay stem and to substitute a 
constructive toreat policy which should 
make a radical change and revolutionise 
conditions in the province. This mark­
ed the beginning of the modern epoch 
in forcet policy.

"For years," Mr. ROS8 continued, 
"the province had been In a bad way. 
The public revenue waa insufficient De­
velopment was alow and starved for 
want of money; and the opening up of

<•< ....... tram lontl
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Mr. Brewster moved the adjourn- 
ent of the debate till Thursday next.

received withHon. W. Russ waa 
Splause upon rising to move the sec- 
id feeding of the act governing the 
•tablishment of the Forest Branch and 
e reorganisation generally of the for- 
t and timber administration system 
British Columbia.

'"Since taking up the duties of Mfnis- 
r of Lands. Mr. Speaker." said Hon. 
>8S prefatoiily, “I have often hed 
rne upon me the serious nature of 
e task committed to my care, but on 
» occasion has the responsibility of 
at office been driven home to me with 
•eater force than in the anxious de­
aerations which preceded the Introduc- 
yn of this forest bill; and it is with 
humble spirit that 1 now rise to 

idress the House upon this moment- 
s subject of forest conservation, and 
move the second reading of this bill, 

do not Intend to weary* this assembly 
ith statistics; I shall confine myeelf 

general argument and exposition;
! it in order that the alms and objects 

- the forest policy of the present ad- 
inlstration may be explained and 
ade clear In all their bearings, it wlU 

necessary for me to begin with s 
lef recapitulation of the history of 
e legislation of this province that 
als with forest matters."
Continuing. Mr. ROSS pointed out 
it In the early days of British Colum- 
t the forests were regarded merely 
;•'* huge natural ohenoii like
ai n ta Ins, glaciers and r bey
re “a beautiful access the
mery*. but regarded as of as
nmercial assets'* Tbe ire,
fact, gave away the tlml the
d ss a matter of course ter
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ous in respect to foreets."

Taking 1888 as a starting point again, 
one found that the Legislature, desirous 
of encouraging the lumbering industry, 
adopted the policy of granting cutting 
right» over Crown timberlande to any 
person who would build or operate a 
sawmill. The charge made wee but 
nominal—a few cent» an acre—and the 
timber waa not required to be paid for 
until it had been cut. bei-
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| What then did the government do? 
(How did it solve the problem of forest 
policy? The solution looked extraordin­
ary simple now because the legislation 
that solved It had become so familiar 
and was working so smoothly, that the 
■hort-eighted criticism of former years 
had been silenced. Looking at the 
bungling attempt» of other young coun­
tries to deal with natural resources It 
Would be seen that the legislation of 
»H6 wae truly great In lie straight­
forward simplicity. He merely re­
hearsed what everyone knew. The gov­
ernment threw open all Crown timber 
lauds and anybody waa allowed to se­
cure the right to cut timber. In this 
way sawmills could obtain timber for 
future operation» and the present and 
future ot the lumbering Industry was 
assured. The lumbermen of tbe con­
tinent were encouraged to come and op­
erate In the province for they could get

forest Michigan were declining; Important 
Eastern species such as white pine were 
getting cut out; stumpage price» all 
over the United States and Eastern Can­
ada were going up by leaps and bounds: 
the campaign for conservation that 
resulted in the withdrawal of 17MM.- 
000 acres ot United States lands and 
the constitution of that great timber re­
serve known as the national forests 
wee under way.

"Stumpage in consequence was being 
sought almost feverishly by Investors 
Here In British Columbia was the tim­
ber; here the crying need for public 
revenue to open up the provide», for 
capital to Invigorate our anaemic In­
dustries; and there—throughout the 
older regions of the continent—was the 
capital we needed, capital which was 
seeking to Invest itself In the fast di­
minishing western reserve of timber 
that In conquence ot the exhaustion of 
the eastern forests was destined to con­
trol the lumber merkets of America be­
fore another thirty years should pass.

"It was a moment ot danger for the 
province; it wae the parting of the 
wear»! British Columbia wae not the 
first youtyr country that had languished 
for want of capital; It wae not the 
first young country that has sought to 
obtain capital by the sale, of natural 
recourses. Modern history Is full of 
sad example* of young countries deter­
mined to get capital at any prtee; at a 
ruinous «aerifies of their future. The 
public loan policy that has saddled the 
Australian «taies.
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I Europe—were offered Investments. The| 
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i when It should be cut In return for 

the cutting privileges granted them. I 
licence» were only required to pay an- 

- nual Interest on the value of the tim­
ber reserved for them. No tenure could 
lie simpler, and none more advan- i 
tageoue. since It rendered possible 
the bolding of timber until a mar­
ket should be favorable fof the 
cutting of It the bolder ob­
taining every advantage of the pur­
chaser of stumpage. In this way 16,000 
square miles, or over nine and a half 
million acres, Were taken up, and the | 
forest revenue doubled and trebled !t- 
self. In 1804 the revenue from timber
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ment. In every country the .securing 
of revenue from forests offered most 
[difficult problems. From the forestry 
point of view revenue should be collect- 
ed when the forest crop was cut. Col­
lected that way, however, the revenue 
was spasmodic, since It depended on 
trade conditions, and that was an un­
satisfactory revenue to support the 
public works necessary for the opening 
up of a new country. Again collected In | 
that way, revenue " might be deferred 
even for decadea> In ..such a way as to 
be useless for a young country requir­
ing revenue for its Immediate develop-1 
ment.

; An immediate steady revenue was the| 
[lffeblood of a grbWlng new country 
suoh as British^ Columbia Yet on the 
other hand, to levy'heavy charges every 
year on one an#1 the: same crop of stand­
ing timber would have the worst effect 
on conservation, since it would endbur-l
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estate transaction) could 
j. be trusted to.yield the true V- 
tie of standing timber, espé­
ra vast number of sales were 
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j British Columbia policy of 
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i enormous expense that the 
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I secured the share of profit I 
i the holding of timber in a * 
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Dealing with the reiults of the policy 
of 1905, the Minister pointed out that 
tt was but fair to claim that it had in­
augurated the new era. One thing led 
to another. Capital began to flow Into 
the province to Invest In timber; atten­
tion was thus attracted to our other 
natural resources; Investments therein 
followed; population followed In, and 
the public revenue Increased. The Gov­
ernment, backed by the forest revenue, 
was able to survey millions of acres of 
agricultural land and to open up new 
regions for the settler by a network of 
public roads. Our cities grew — look 
at Victoria and Vancouver today, and 
remember what they were in 1906!

Owing to the expansion that ensued In 
every Industry the workingman found 
steady employment and increased 
wages; the farmer shared the general 
prosperity, and it became possible to 
promote railway expansion without the 
heavy sacrifice of the public domain 
that had obtained in the past. To 
clinch the matter and to make sure that 
our forest resources should not merely 
be the. foundation, but should also build 
up the whole fabric of the lumbering 
industry and strengthen the whole com­
mercial system of the province, the gov­
ernment In 1906 adopted a thorough-go­
ing policy that timber must be manu­
factured within the province. One 
could see from the history of Quebec 
how forests might be cut out and wood 
shipped to a foreign country, leaving in 
the province of its origin only that 
small profit coming from the sale of 
raw material and from the wages paid 
to temporary labor. With this example 
before it the government ^determined 

■ .that the profit in manufacturing raw 
ï ■material should benefit our citizens and 

hence It clinched the policy of 1906 
by an emphatic prohibition of timber 
export.

Mr. Parker Williams at this juncture 
rose to a point of order, claiming that 
the minister was "rehearsing a lot of 
past history,” instead of dealing with 
the bill before the House.

Mr. Ross; *T am endeavoring to show 
the similarities between the present 
bill and that of 1906."

Mr. Speaker: "Comparing old legis­
lation with the new; I think that is 
quite In order."

"I objected, Mr. Speaker," said Mr. 
Williams, "because the minister is 
simply taking credit to the government 
for what it has done In the past instead 
of dealing with the principle of this 
bill."

"The actions of this government," re- ; 
torted Mr. Ross, "have , been so uni- j 
formly good that it Is Impossible to say 
anything but good about them." Con­
tinuing, the minister pointed out that 
he was not claiming that the provin­
cial government, like the Laurier ad­
ministration, had caused the sun to 
shine and the grass to grow greener. 
What he did claim was that good man­
agement, at the opportune moment, had 
helped enormously to remove obstacles 
that might have delayed the prosperity 
that has come to this province. It was 
good management that had seized the 
right moment to divert the Western 
movement to B. C. The forest policy of 

j 1906 and its success, without a shadow i of doubt had caused the world to rea­
lize something of this country's resour­
ces; that forest policy had produced in 
seven years over v$13.000,000 for roads 
and surveys and other public works; 

i that forest policy established the credit 
of the province In the financial centres 
of the world and strengthened the hands 
of the present government to embark 
upon that vigorous railway progress 
that Is being crowned with such suc­
cess; that forest policy let loose the 
flood of prosperity thgt the province 
hss enjoyed ever since.

By the end of 1907 the first stage In 
this policy had been brought to a tri­
umphant conclusion, and an annual re­
venue of $2.500,000 had been secured. 
This being sufficient for the opening 
for settlement of central B. C. and other 
new regions, the government ceased to 
Issue timber licences add placed the 
remaining timber lands under reserve 
until such time as further sales should 
become necessary. The issuance of 
cutting' rights over nine and a half mil­
lion acres placed the government, of 
course, in a position of very heavy re­
sponsibility, both as trustees of the 
people’s timber lands and In respect 
ot Its duty of fostering the lumbering 
industry and recognizing the just rights 

, of licensees. In consequence the gov- 
j ernment determined to take plenty of 

time for a careful and deliberate study 
to the working out of the system that 
it had eatàbliehed. In 1909 It appointed 
a royal commission of Investigation, 
composed of the Hon. F. J. Fulton, K.

then commissioner of lands; Mr. A. 
C. Flumerfelt of Victoria, and Mr. A.

Kootenays in the Dominion parli:.
This commission held many public sit- fid. 

tings and collected an immense mass of f 
evidence, visiting in the course of its in­
quiry every important centre of the prov­
ince. One of the first points referred to ‘‘ 
it was the question of removing the time 
limit for cutting timber under licence, ’ 
and the commission had had no hesita­
tion In advising that removal as the logi­
cal sequel of the forest policy, since it 
was not in the interest of true conserva­
tion to force dating at any time by arbi­
trary regulations. The absence of a time 
limit was not only in the Interest of the 
public, but also gave a better security of 
tenure to the llcencee. The commission 
spent a year and a half in studying the 
many phases of thè forest problem; .It 
placed itself In touch with the admin­
istrations of other provinces and states 
and also with the federal government 
at Washington, where the conservation 
movement under the Hon. Clifford Pin- 
chot and President Roosevelt and gath­
ered such/remarkable force. After a 
most painstaking Inquiry the Commis­
sion reported at the end of 1910.

The minister here remarked that he 
would deal with the commission's‘find­
ings at a later stage, when referring 
to the general aspects of the forests 
bill, and that it was only direct atten­
tion at this point to the striking fact 
that, widely as the commission's report 
had been circulated—so much so that 
the large demand from every quarter 
exhausted the thousands of copies 
printed, and necessitated a fresh edt-

I
tlon—yet practically not a voice had 
been heard dissenting from its carèful 
pronouncements.

During this period of investigation, 
the government had also been at work. 
It gave an enthusiastic welcome to the 
conservation movement of which Its 
own policy was an effective interpreta­
tion; it did not confine itself to mere 
talk, but at once began to carry out 
Its Ideas In a practical manner. The 
great essential of forest conservation 
was the prevention of fire, and this the 
government first attacked by putting 

! on a force of fire wardens and by 
fighting fires. In 1909 the government . 

; spent $46,000 on this practical work. 
In the yèar following it spent about 
$220,000. The organization of the new 
fire prevention force was no easy mat­
ter, and naturally that organization 
was somewhat rough-and-ready at first, 
but it had gradually been brought to a. 
much higher pitch of efficiency by the 
placing of hardens under divisional 
inspectors, and by controlling theee in 
turn by supervisors.

During the past year the province 
was covered with a network of patrols, 
about 120 men being on regular duty at 
an expense of $110,000 for the season, 
the result of the patrol being evidenced 
in * striking manner in the diminution 
of fires. Of course it had been a fav­
orable season, but It was remarkable 
that the ekpense of fighting fires had 
been brought down to about $30,000 and 
that very little damage to timber had 
been caused. This was practical for-, 
est conservation, or rather it was the; 
essential preliminary to It. Besides 
getting the fire menace under control 
the government had been carefully 
studying the forest policies of other 
provinces of Canada and their results. 
The experiences of Ontario, Quebec 
and the Dominion were all instructive 
and suggestive, and many states of the 
Union such as Idaho, Minnesota, New 
York, or Washington, to mention but a 
few, gave us good ideas.
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^rSLeta. Ju SS^—Today e wsa the 
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’victoria. Jen. 21.—Continuing hie 
spreca on the bill amending the Hand 
SCI. Hun. W. R. Koe« «aid:

An puriicu 1er. the eUcia&t policy of 
tho Lulled States m the administration 
of its great national forest» repaid moat 
eyeful study, especially since It gave 
si* object icsaon In dealing with West­
ern conditions. The next few
>eaie. the Minister continued, 
would see the forest service in
process of formation, and during this j 
ptr.uu df organisation it was partieu- isrrty necessary to provide a strong : 
headquarter control. provlelon wa» . 
therefor- made in the bill for the con­
stitution of a forest board of expert» , 
who would keep in touch with and co­
ordinate the many different phase» of 
the work Compose(1 of practical men 
actually engaged in the service, the 
board, under the direction of the min­
ister, would earry out the vigorous pol­
icy that the Government proposed. 
Under It a general investigation of the 
timber resources of the province—both 
these under lease, licence, reserve or In 
private ownership—would be undertak­
en with a view to ascertaining exactly 
wlmt timber the province contained. 
There were reason* for belief that the 
ttibber now under reserve was much 
greeter In extent titan most people 
theught. In connection with this in­
vestigation the Government would re­
quire all licences to be surveyed by 
ISIS; and to facilitate and cheapen such 
curveys. aimpllfled regulation» had been 
introduced into the bill for the survey 
of timber lands. Ae the timber still 
unsold wan ascertained, and ae needed 
and deelrable in the public interest, 
sales of Crown stumpage would be 
held.

Two facts had been kept in view I» 
j deciding upon the method of tenure: 

firstly, the British Columbia licence 
tenure waa the beet yet devised 
where; secondly, uniformity of tenure 
throughout the province wes most de­
sirable since It avoided creeling any 

1 commercial handicap between different 
clasers cf holder» of Crown stumpage. 
Therefore all through the forest bill, 
every possible effort consistent will 
the existing right» of holders had been 
made to put all holders upon an equal- 

j Ity. In accordance with this principle, 
all future saies would be aalee of lloen- 1 
et», and the condition» of theee would , 
vary according to circumstances Some­
times sales would be for Immediate 
logging, for example, to save burnt j 
timber liable to spoil ; some sales would 
be in the bests of bonus per thousand 
feet In addition to royalty, payable 
when the timber was cut, this being 
the Improved Ontario method which 
ensures that the Government gets paid 
for everything standing on the land, 
while benefiting the purchaser, because 

< the Government very properly assumes 
the fire risk. In other cases, for ex­
ample, Is the sale of emell fractions 
not justifying the expense of cruising.

* sales might be for a lump euro down as 
bonus, as In the older Dominion and 
Ontario methods.

Pulpwood timber would be sold under 
Usance, a few simple modifications 
being made in the conditions of the 
licence to cover the question of the sew 
timber included In pulp arena. in title 
connection the Minister referred to the 
well-known fact that the United fits tee 
supply of pulpwood I» hopelessly in- 

i «efficient for the present needs of the 
grant Republic. Already that country 
Imported one-quarter of the raw mater­
ial for Its pulp mills from Canada, and 
in addition Canada supplies to it over 
9Mfifi;fiftO worth of manufactured pulp. 
Already the industry has begun a rapid 
growth In tha West, six mills having 
been established in Oregon and Wash­
ington. In this movement British 
c olumbia had bet lagged behind, five 
mills having been already built within 
the province. Upon the large pulp and 
paper mill at Powell River 9S.0ft0.tM 
bid bee» already spent; a million end a 
half represented the Investment at 
ocean Falls; end mills had also been 

at Hwswjr

Howe Bound. Small towns had been J 
created on the mainland Coast through ' 
this new Industry, and future develop­
ments In this province were most pro- 
mislng. The minister then referred to 
the report of the United States Tariff 
Commission, which showed that on an 
average the wood used in every ton of 
pulp cost |6 leeâ in Canada than in the | 
United Stdtes. and that the $60 square j 
mile* of pulp concession# granted by 
former Governments of thla province 
give the companies who hold them a 
strong advantage even over their Cana­
dian competitors.

The Forestry Commission report : 
• dealt at length with the question of tb* 
saw timber included in tne pulp con­
cessions granted in 1901, end the Com­
mission recommended that a cruise and 
thorough examination of these conces- 
■tons be made to ascertain the facta of 

«J the situation The Government in 
adopting thla proposal would detail 
tRained experts from the forest branch 
to study the problfm where it should 
be studied, that was. on the ground—on 
the pulp leaseholds themselves. in 

; dealing with the extremely complex 
| Situation involved by the holding of this 
saw timber, the Government would be 
guldded by two principles, namely, that 
the good name of the province must not 
be smirched by any repudiation of 
pledges given by former government# 
and that at the same time the in­
terests of the public, as owner of the 
timber, must be fully protected. Con­
cerning the present rates of royalty, 
the Forestry Commission had made n«
recommendation, but wldespreuu Tress 
reports had given the mistaken Impres- j 
Sion that rates had been altered In the | 

.present bill so as to alter royalties

I
nooordlng to the grade of timber. Since 
this report had been given currency he j 
desire 1 to take the opportunity of con­
tradicting them, as well as the state­
ment that the royalty on leaseholds had ! 
been raised lo 91.60.

To facilitate the work of reafforesta­
tion the Government had adapted a pol­
icy put in practice by Ontario the Do­
minion end the United States Govern­
ment—namely. the power to proclaim 
forest reserves over lands suitable only 
for the growing of timber. Much land 
In this province was among the beet In 
the world for this Important purpose, 
end both to .perpetuate the timber sup­
ply and to protect the watersheds, con­
siderable areas would necessarily be 
held for reafforestation purpose*. As 
an example of this policy the/Mlnlstei 
referred to the recent fiction of the

(
Dominion Government InVdaervlng the 
entire Eastern watershed of the Rocky 
Mountains Reafforestation, however 
and a permanent lumbering Industry 
alike wer» Idle dreeros unless we de 
vised means for the control of human 
carelessness and the prevention of for­
est fires. We were faced by the appal­
ling fact that more timber has been

destroyed by fire during tbs lest cen­
tury than the lumbermen of the con­
tinent bad cut Forest fires and the 
sensational advertisement they received 
had depressed the value of standing 
timber, deterred investment, and hin­
dered the progress of the lumbering in­
dustry by adding a certain element of 
uncertainty to Its financing. But the 
injuries felt today In consequence of 
the destruction of merchantable timber 
were only the more visible and Imme­
diate effects of fire; the injuries to the 
reproductive power of the forests were 
far more serious.

As sn Illustration of this there was 
the oft-quoted result of Investigations 
conducted in the United States, which 
revealed the fact thet over Sfi.OM.OOO 
•eras of cut-over lands in that country 
were not re-stocking, having been burn­
ed end re-burned until they toad become 
sterile. Already In this province we 
had districts that were not re- 
etocklng—wasted. desolate sreas. use­
less for anything, so the

tat often to 
imbecile e

; of the 1
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Arl
lost In various forest Area in British 
Columbia, the valuable property that 

. had gone, up in smoke, the ruin of in­
dividuals and .the lose to the Govern­
ment. He came himself from Fernie, 
and all knew what a neglected forest 
Are that seemed to be nobody’s busi­
ness, had done in Fernie. Nor would 
honorable members have forgotten the 
appalling conAagrations that had scar­
red with death and destruction the re­
cords of the entire West in 1810—that 
disastrous year during which 11,000.000 
was poured out by the United States 
treasury alone to help in the control­
ling of fires that should never have been 
allowed to spread.

Now the vast majority of forest fires 
were not a phenomenon or inanimate 
Nature. They were caused by human 
agency in two very simple ways: first­
ly. by the creation of inflammable deb­
ris through the felling and removal of 
standing timber, and, secondly, by the 
careless use of fire in or near the for­
ests. Year after year a great variety 
of operations were being conducted in 
timbered country. Thousands of acres 
had been logged over and with the ro- 
moval of the merchantable timber, the 
land had been left covered with tree 
tops, limbs, shattered young growth and 
cut brush. Every summer this rubbish 
became tinder-dry and a menace not 
only to the debris-surrounded young 
growth representing the coming crop, 
but also to merchantable tlniber in 
every district. Imagine this process 
continued year after year, and it would 
be seen that our forest wealth would 
in time be represented by islands of 

i merchantable timber surrounded by 
! vast areas of slash that were bound to 
catch fire sooner or later to the great 

[■menace of the valuable remainder. Im­
agine again a continuation of the meth- 

I ods hitherto employed in cutting rlght- 
I of-ways for railways, power lines, tele­
graph lines, trails and flumes, in mak- 

I ing roads, in every sort of work in or 
[ near the woods—methods which allow­

ed the piling up of slash in the most 
i dangerous methods as a simple matter 
I of course. It was easy to see that if 
this process were to continue the prov­
ince in time would become one Immense 

i-trap, and not only would the p&trol- 
of immense dangerous areas be 
lously expensive, but also this 

filing would be Ineffective because 
most sections fire would consume 

Ifae fire-traps sooner or later in spite 
to every effort. It Was therefore ob- ; 
Mous that the debris menace must be 
fijuade an end of.
gOThere were places in which the exist- i 
en ce of debris could not be tolerated at j 
any price, as for instance, on railway 
fightH-of-way. He was glad to say in ! 
tills connection that the lessons of 1910 
>haj$ brought forth fruits, and that the 
Hfay companies during the past year ; 
jMp been co-operating in fire prevention! 
jgggmoat gratifying manner. To illue- !• 

this, he mentioned only the $60,- ; 
I spent in clearing up debris on the 

an Pacific Railway between 
Nest and Kootenay Landing. To : 
with accumulations of debris 

ih, on account of their nature or 
situation, threatened life or pro- 

the Government required the i 
power to condemn- such accumulations 
til public nuisances. The Government j 
glso desired to compel the Immédiate' 
surroundings of mines, camps, open 
burners, etc., to be safely cleared of: 

ilsh, and hts honorable colleague ; 
Minister of Public Works, would [ 
it a feature of his good roads pol- I 

[to compel road foremen to stop their 
dangerous custom of throwing : 
alongside roads.

jSphe main problem, however, was the t 
'«flash from logging operations. Various 
S|j|er governments had already attempt- 
til to deal with this important matter. 
The Idaho and Oregon laws required 
the annual burning of logging slash; i 
thé Minnesota law gives absolute power 

compel disposal of it; and this law 
L being vigorously enforced; New 
* State compelled lopping; and, of 

in all timber sales In the Uni- 
ljp> Suites national forests, an essential 
®“®ition Imposed upon the operator 

that he should burn, pile, lop or

In recent years, through‘the lumber- j 
men's associations in the Western 
States, and through the various State 
governments, a strung movement had 
arisen In the West in favor of burning 
logging slash. In British Columbia 

j also the Government had been paying : 
I for the successful desructlon of many 

Are-trap areas, and through the efforts 
! of its officials private owners of cut- 
; over lands had been encouraged to 
! consume their debris by the use of Are. 

lire, that was to say fire at the right 
time, was now recognized as essential 
in mnnt reasons for the proper repro­
duction of the Douglas fir. Another 
strong argument for the use of fire was 
that fire would come into a logging 
slash in any event, and it was better to 
have purposeful burning that could be 
supervised and controlled than acciden­
tal conAagrations such as those, for 
example, that swept up two important 
timbered valleys during this past sum­
mer and caused an expenditure between 
them of twelve or thirteen thousand 
dollars . of public money. But he em­
phasized the fact that, generally, ne­
cessary and useful as fire is. it was nq 
panacea suitable to the conditions of 
every region. There were districts in 
which the use of Are would be Injurious 
to the forests; others in which Its use 
was too dangerous; others in which

there were oetter methodV'of**handllng 
slash than by burning. Again the 
question qf expense came in, the lum­
berman pointing out with obvious Jus­
tice- that the compulsory disposal of 
slash would increase the cost of logging 
ito an extent that has not yet been as- 
icertaine,d, and that it would be unfair 
.to burden him at this more or less ex­
perimental stage with what might 
prove an intolerable commercial handi­
cap.. Taking all these matters into ac­
count the Government had therefore 
taken tlic position that individual op­
erators- should merely be required at 
,'the direction of the Minister to isolate 
any particularly dangerous slashings by 
fire-lines, leaving-the slash itself to be 
dealt with by the forest service at the 

«expense of a certain fund with #which 
I he now proposed to deal.

In the Western States timber owners 
land lumbermen had befen obliged by 
circumstances to protect their timber at 
their’ own expense. The organization 
of volunteer fire-fighting associations 
began in Idaho, and today there were 
not only four associations in that State, 
<tw$ In Washington, nnd one In Oregon,

! but there were also a large number of 
small local organizations that undertook 
the patrol of various timbered districts. 
These voluntary associations cut trails 
nd flre-ilnes, installed- telephone sysr 

tertis and established look-out stations, 
While maintaining a force of. fire war­
dens to patrol their membership hold­
ing^ and to burn dangerous slashings. 
The expense of this work, of course, 
varied frpm year to year, but taking a 
general figure It might be put at 2 1-2 
to $ cents per acre per annum, although 
in cases it had run as high as 6 cents 

id. even in one case 13 cents.
Tbçse unfortunate lumbermen of the 

State* were obliged in self-protection to 
patrol about double the area belonging 
tq them, since In self-protection they 
muét-‘ safeguard the lands of stingy 
neighbors refusing to contribute to the 
a-sti&kation fund. About $270,000 was 
spent In the Western States by the vol­
untary efforts of lumbermen during the 
past summer. In Canada the preven­
tion- of forest fires had been takAi up, 
on a large scale, both by Ontario and 
Québec, the latter province compelling 
lftrifb-.holders to employ a sufficient 
force of patrolmen at their own ex­
pense. Ten years ago the Ontario Gov­
ernment began a system of compelling 
licenses of Crown timber land to pay 
half the cost of fire prevention, but two 
ÿeaté- ag'O : this system was abandoned, 
«j6P licensees df that province were now ! 
required to pay the entire cost of patrol 
ftqd: of fire-fighting. In British Colum- 
blg lUritbermen arid timber holders had 
made no attempts to form voluntary 
associations. Something had to be done 
to protect the forests, and it had been 
therefore to meet an existing emergen-

view a temporary provision only; and 
It had now decided to require timber 
owners to pay half the cost of fire pre­
vention, the other half being contribu- j 
ted by the consolidated revenue on be- j 
half of Crown timber and watershed 
protection. One cent an acre would be. * 
levied on timber holders for the pro­
tection of their property and a trifling 
contribution would also be required 
from operators on account of the ,*Xr 
nense caused by the supervision of their 
operations and the, great annual expense 
occasioned by fires arising in connec­
tion with these operations.

Although contributions to this fund 
from each individual owner or operator 
would be trifling, m bulk the nre pro­
tection fund created by these contribu­
tions, plus thé Governments dollar lor 
dollar, would rèpreseht a large sum of 
money—upwards oi a quarter of a mu-, 
lion dollars to begin \(itn, This fund: 
would be entirely separate trom the: 
provincial revenue, and the amounts re-. " 
quireu to be contributed to it would not 

•taxation, since they woulo be expend- ; 
etl lor the direct benefit ol' contribu­
tors. Through the powerful agency of 
tnis fund the province would be covered 
by a tar closer network of patrols than 
ultherto,’. and, moreover, an importun^ 
improvement would be made in tile 
some what rudimentary system hitherto 
in toroc—namely, the mere employment 
of wandering patrolmen who were aften 
htifu to ntid when lire broke out. Great'

| stress would be laid upon permanent -;
; improvements, the forest districts 
Wpôtct ue covered by rough anti ready \ 
telephone systems as in the Western ; 
btates, the patrolmen would connect 
trim the main lines of these systems by 
portable light wires, and would- thus be 
able to keep in touch with the head- 

I quarters or their oistricts while remain­
ing on emergency work at the site of 
any fire. Trail-cutting and the con­
struction of fire-lines and the establish­
ment of look-out stations on higher ele­
vation* and other Works of this des­
cription would, within a very short per­
iod, vastly increase the efficiency of the 
protective service, and he trusted that 
It wouid be possible to carry out the 
suggestion that had been made by an 
honorable member to utilize wireless * 
telegraphy at no distant date. Prompt 
arrival, was the secret of successful fire 
fighting.

It was in connection with thé problem ' 
of the disposal of logging slash that the I 
forest protection fund would pro\^ its 
great utility. It would create a force j 
of men that at the proper seasons of , 
the year would be available for dealing 
with dangerous accumulations of in- j 
flammable material. Under the direc­
tion of expert forest officers, these men 
would be making a regular business of j 
handling slash and the : work done in i 
this manner by professionals would be j 
cairied out with far greater safety,, ef­
ficiency and economy than it could be 
by ordinary gangs of workmen. An­
other important point would be that, t 
under the direction of technical forest- * 
ere, the slash would be disposed of in ( 
the best interests of tbe young growth Î 
and reafforestation, matter* to which j 
the ordinary operator could not be ex- f 
,noted tq devote attention. In this 
matter the Government was feeling tie 
&6y carefully, but he was of opinion 
that through the forest protection fund ■ 
British Columbia would b^ able to solve j 
that greatest problem of all forestry, | 
the disposal of logging stash—that 'f 
pr.oblem that had baffled and was still l 
the bugbca,r of both governments and 
u))«r'ators in other regions. It would 
achieve ttys without imposing any ser­
ious burden on either the Government 
or' the operators. Fire prevention on a 
email scale might often be an expensive 
matter, but on a large scale it could tie \ 
méfie in time extremely cheap—-by the j 
abolition of the causes of fire. What : 
the fund Would spend, in slgeh disposal 
It would Jn the long run save In patrol ; 
expense, and by thus diminishing the 
fire hasard which had dominated this 
province over long It would, make the
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Further Detàils of the Amendments of the Land Act Regard­

ing Forestry Scheme Are Outlined by Hon. W, R, Ross 
—Guarding Against Waste Due to Fires.

SUMS*
House in Committee Completes 

Second Reading of Bill to 
Validate Revised Statutes—. 
Marriage Laws.

i LUMBERMEN SATISFIED
WITH FORESTRY BILL

Victoria, Jan. 3».—Today's was the 
briefest and dullest Bitting of the legis­
lature since It opened. The only busH 
ness done was the completion of Uiq 
reading in committee of the bill to ▼all-' 
date the revised statutes. In the dis­
cussion of some of its clauses. Horn 
Mr. Bowser said it was hie personal op­
inion that the province had complete 
Jurisdiction over marriage laws, and 
that he believed was the general view 
of the other provinces. He also stated 
In reply to Mr Williams that members 
of the legislature would be supplie*, 
each with one copy of the revised stat­
utes and no more.

The following bills ware given first 
reading and referred to the private bills 
committee: To incorporate Ryeraoni
College. Vancouver; to validate the elec­
tric power bylaw of the City of Prince 
Rupert; regarding Victoria Harbor Rail-' 

>' way Company, and bills to relieve the; 
f city and municipal corporation of Ferniej 
! respectively.

The Premier and members of the exc- 
j ; cutive had a number of engagements|
; and an early adjournment was taken.

The Premier and Sir William Mac­
kenzie had an interview today.

The South Vancouver delegation had 
an interview with the executive this ! 
morning, seeking for power to compel 
the opening of Quebec Street through . 
a new subdivision in that municipality. 
Tomorrow they will have another inter­
view for the purpose of securing, if 
possible, a bill to validate earlier tax 
sales in the municipality.

The private bills committee will meet 
tomorrow morning to discuss the Van­
couver and North Vancouver charter 
amendments, and British Columbia and 
Alaska Railway bill.

The lumber delegation had an inter­
view with the government late this 
afternoon in reference to changes in 
timber legislation. Generally they ex­
pressed themselves satisfied with the 

but suggested a few changes In 
detail which grill be considered In com- 

of the whole. Pending such 
as may then be made, further 

of the matter will be held

la possible that Attorney-General 
will this session introduce leg- 
that will allow women duly 
to practice at the bar of Brit- 

Columbla. Following the decision 
Court of Appeal in the case of 

the Attorney-General haa 
With the Bar Association 

of ascertaining their 
« dec14l»g on bin

«« WtiOB.

>v .vv - .tito b*.

Victoria. Jan. 23.—Continuing his 
'pi tvn ou the bill amending the Land 
ACl liou. W. R. Ross said:

L» particular, the efticiefit policy of 
tire United States in the administration 
iff its great national forests repaid most 

..vtui study, especially since it gave 
..u object usson lu dealing with West­
ern conditions. The next few 
yeais, the Minister continued, 
would see the forest service m 
process of formation, and during this 
period of organisation it was particu­
larly necessary to provide a strong 
headquarter control. Provision was 
therefor^ made in the bill for the con­
stitution of a forest board of experts 
who would keep In touch with and co­
ordinate the many different phases of 
the work. Composed of practical men 
actually engaged In the service, the 
board, under the direction of the min­
ister, would carry out the vigorous pol­
icy that the Government proposed. 
Under it a general investigation of the 
timber resources of the province—both 
those under lease, licence, reserve or in 
private ownership—would be undertak­
en with a view to ascertaining exactly 
what timber the province contained. 
There were reasons for belief that the 
ttihber now under reserve was much 

, greater in extent tlian most people 
; thought. In connection with this In­

vestigation the Government would re­
quire all licences to be surveyed by 
ISIS; and to facilitate and cheapen such 
surveys, simplified regulations had been 
introduced into the bill for the survey 
of timber lands. As the timber etlil 
unsold was ascertained, and as needed 
and desirable In the public interest, 
sales of Crown atumpege would be 

: mm.
Two facts tied been kept in view in 

l deciding upon the method of tenure;
' firstly, the British Columbia licence 

tenure was the best yet devised any­
where; secondly, uniformity of tenurd 
throughout the provings wee most de­
sirable since It avoided creating 
commercial handicap between different 
classes of holders of Crown atumpege.

I Therefore all through the forest bill. ; 
every possible effort consistent wit) j 
the existing rights of holders had been j 

J made to put all holders upon an equal- ;
I1 Ity. In accordance with this principle. : 

all future sates would be sales of licen­
ces. and the conditions of these would j 

j vary according to circumstances* Borne- ■ 
j times sales would be for Immediate > 

logging, for example, to save burnt 
timber liable to spoil; some sales would 
bg in the basis of bonus per thousand 
feet In addition to royalty, payable 
when the timber was cut, this being 
the improved Ontario method which j 
ensures that the Government gets peid j 
for everything standing on the land. ' 
while benefiting the purchaser, because 
the Government very properly assumes 
the fire risk. In other cases, for ex­
ample, In the sale of small fractions 
net Justifying the expense of cruising, 
sales might be for a lump- sum down as 

; bonus, as in the older Dominion and 
! Ontario methods.

Pulpwood timber would be sold under 
licence, a few simple modifications 
being made in the conditions of the 
licence to cover the question of the saw 
timber included in pulp areas. 10 this 
connection the Minister referred to the 
well-known fact that the United States 

J supply of pulpwood Is hopelessly in- 
l sufficient for the present needs of the 

great Republic. Already that country 
imported one-quarter of the raw mater­
ial for its pulp mills from Canada, and 
lo addition Canada supplies to it over 
HuOWfcfifiO worth of manufactured pulp. 
Already the industry has begun a rapid 
growth in the West, six mills having 
been established In Oregon and Wash­
ington. In this movement British 
Columbia had not lagged behind, five 
mills having bean already built within 
the province. Upon the large pulp and 
paper mill at Powell River 13,0*0,SOS 

been already spent; a million and a

Howe Bound. Small towns had been *] 
created on the mainland Coast through I 
this new Industry, and future develop­
ments In this province were most pro­
mising. The minister then referred to 
the report of the United States Tariff I 
Commission, which showed that on an 
average the wood used In every ton of 
pulp cost $6 less In Canada than in the I 
United Suites, and that the 560 square | 
miles of pulp concessions granted by 
former Governments of this province 
give the companies who hold them a 
strong advantage even over their Cana­
dian competitors.

The Forestry Commission report 
• dealt at length with the question of tb* 

saw timber included in me pulp con­
cessions granted In 1901, and the Com­
mission recommended that a cruise and 
thorough examination of these conces­
sions be mede to ascertain the facta of 
the situation The Government In 
adopting this proposal would detail 
trained experts from the forest branch 
to study tiie problem where it should 
be studied, that was. on the ground—nn 
tae pulp leaseholds themselves. In I 
dealing with the extremely complex 

I | situation Involved by the holding of this 
sow timber, the Government would be I 
gutdded by two principles, namely, that 
the good name of the province must not 

I be smirched by any repudiation of 
Pledges given by former governments 
and that at the same time the in­
terests of the public, as owner of the 
limber, must be fully protected. Con- 

| earning the present rates of royalty.
Vie Forestry Commission had made neH 

I recommendation, but widespruuu Pressai 
| reporta had given the mistaken Impies- , 
j à ton that rates had been altered In the J 

present bill so as to alter royalties 
: j according to the grade of timber. Mince 
j “this report had been given currency lie 

desired to take the opportunity of con­
tradicting them, as well as the state- 
ment that the royalty on leaseholds had 
been raised to 11.60.

! To facilitate the work of reafforesta- 
1 lion the Government had adopted a pol- 
| Ivy put in practice by Ontario the Do­

minion and the United States Govern­
ment—namely, the power to proclaim 

| forest reserves over lands aultable only 
I for the growing of timber. Much land 

in this province was among the best In 
the world for this Important purpose. | 
end both to perpetuate the timber sup­
ply and to protect the watersheds, con­
siderable areas would necessarily be] 
held for reafforestation purposes As 
nn example of this policy the Minlstei J referred to the recent action of the 
[Dominion Government In reserving the 
[entire Eastern watershed of the Rocky 
Mount etna Reafforestation, however, 
and a permanent lumbering Induetr> 
alike were Idle dreams unless we de­
vised means for the control of human I 
carelesaneee and the prevention of for-1 I 
lest fires. We were faced by the oppal- 
11 ng fact that more timber haa been

destroyed by fire during the last can- 
tury titan the "lumbermen of the con­
tinent had cut. Forent Area and the 
sensational advertisement they received 
had depressed the value of standing 
timber, deterred investment, and hin­
dered the progress of the lumbering in­
dustry by adding a certain element of 
uncertainty to its financing. But the 
injuries felt today in consequence of 
the destruction of merchantable timber 
were only the more visible and imme­
diate effects of fire; the injuries to the 
reproductive power of the forests were 
far more serious.

Aa an Illustration of this there was I 
the oft-quoted result of Investigations
conducted In the United States, which 
revealod the fact thot over 80.000.000 | 
acres of cut-over lands in that country 
were not re-stocking, having been burn­
ed and re-burned until they had become i 
sterile. Already In this province we 
had districts that were not re­
stocking—wasted, desolate areas, use- , 
lees for anything, aa the requit of re­
peated fires that often had been caused 
by an almost imbecile earlewnees He 

that had been>»« ot t». It™.FMI.; ud

lost in various forest : 
Columbia, the valuable 

. had gone up in smoke, 
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loat in various forest lires in British 
Columbia, the valuable property that 
had gone up in smoke, the ruin of in­
dividuals and .the loss to the Govern­
ment. He came himself from Fernie, 
and all knew what a neglected forest 
fire that seemed to be nobody’s busi­
ness, had done in Fernie. Nor would 
honorable members have forgotten the 
appalling conflagrations that had scar­
red with death and destruction the re­
cords of the entire West in 1810—that 
disastrous year during which $1,000,00(1^ 
was poured out by the United States 
treasury alone to help in the control­
ling of fires that should never have been 
allowed to spread.

Now the vast majority of forest fires 
were not a phenomenon or inanimate 
Nature. They were caused by human 
agency in two very simple ways: first­
ly, by the creation of inflammable deb­
ris through the felling and removal of 
standing timber, and, secondly* by the 
careless use of fire in or near the for­
ests. Year after year a great variety 
of operations were being conducted in 
timbered country. Thousands of acres 
had been logged over and with the ro- 
movel of the merchantable timber, the 
land had been left covered with tree 
tops, limbs, shattered young growth and 
cut brush. Every summer this rubbish 
became tinder-dry and a menace not 
only to the debris-surrounded young 
growth representing the coming crop, 
but also to merchantable tlniber in 
«very district. Imagine this process 
continued year after year, and it would 
be seen that our forest wealth would 
in time be represented by islands of 
merchantable timber surrounded by 
vast areas of slash that were bound to 
catch fire sooner or later to the great 

enace of the valuable remainder. Im­
agine again a continuation of the meth­
ods hitherto employed in cutting rlght- 

i of-ways for railways, power lines, tele- 
r; graph lines, trails and flumes. In mak- 
! ing roads, in every sort of work in or 
[ near the woods—methods which allow- 

the piling up of slash in the most 
gerous methods as a simple matter 

\ oj| course. It was easy to see that If 
i process were to continu^ the prov­

ide in time would become one Immense 
6-trap, and not only would the patrol- 

of immense dangerous areas be 
nously expensive, but also this 

piling would be ineffective because 
l most sections fire would consume 

fire-traps sooner or later in spite 
I every effort It was therefore ob- 

i that the debris menace must be 
an end of.

i were places in which the exist- 
> of debris could not be tolerated at 
i; price, as for Instance, on railway 
;s-of-way. He was glad to say in i 

1 connection that the lessons of 1910 
ought forth fruits, and that the 

ay companies during the past year ; 
ien co-operating in fire prevention 1 

post gratifying manner. To illus- !. 
j this, he mentioned only the $50,- 

Fspent In clearing up debris on the 
dian Pacific Railway between 

i Neat and Kootenay Landing. To 
with accumulations of debris ! 

bh, on account of their nature or 
5 situation, threatened life or pro- 

the Government required the 
1er to condemn’ such accumulations 

: public nuisances. The Government ; 
desired to compel the immediate ; 
undings of mines, camps, open j 

etc., to be safely cleared of 
tolsh, aud his honorable colleague j 
r Minister of Public Works, would ; 
| It a feature of his good roads pol- : 

k to compel road foremen to stop their 
py dangerous custom of throwing 
‘ alongside roads.

|*he main problem, however, was the ! 
Sh from logging operations. Various 

1er governments had already attempt- 
? to deal with this important matter.

| The Idaho and Oregon laws required 
l ige annual burning of logging slash; ; 
| the Minnesota law gives absolute power j 

1 b compel disposal of It; and this law , 
belpg vigorously enforced; New j 
State compelled lopping; and, of 

jrse, in all timber sales in the Uni- 
1 States national forests, an essential 
dition Imposed upon the operator 

that he should burn. pile, lop or 
[erwise dispose of .logging slash m 

forest officers direct. The recom- 
idation of the British Columbia For- 
, Commission was that all opera- 

i in this province should be required 
ITdispose of the debris they make in 

(factory manner,.

In recent years, through "the lumber­
men's associations in the Western 
States, and through the various State 
governments, a strung movement had 
arisen in the West In favor of burning 
logging slash. In British Columbia 
also the Government had been paying 
for the successful desruetlon of many 
tire-trap areas, and through the eftorta 
of its officials private owners of cut­
over lands had been encouraged to 
consume their debris by the use of Are. 
Fire, that was to say fire at the right 
time, was now recognized as essential 
in mnnÿ reasons for the proper repro­
duction of the Douglas fir. Another 
strong argument for the use of fire was 
that fire would come into a logging 

i slash in any event, and it was better to 
; have purposeful burning that could be 

supervised and controlled than acciden- 
l tal conflagrations such ns those, for 

ox&mple, that swept up two important 
! timbered valleys during this past sum­

mer and caused an expenditure between 
| them of twelve or thirteen thousand 

dollars of public money. But he em­
phasized the fact that, generally, ne­
cessary and useful as fire is. It was nq 
panacea suitable to the conditions of 
every region. There were districts In 
which the use of fire would be injurious 
to the forests; others in which its use 
was too dangerous; others in which

! slash than by burning. Again the 
! question qf expense came in, the lum­
berman pointing out with obvious Jus­
tice that the compulsory disposal of 
slash would increase the cost of logging 
jto an extent that has not yet been as- 
jcért&lnqd, and that it would be unfair 
.to burden him at this more or less ex­
perimental stage with what might 
prove an intolerable commercial handi­
cap^ Taking all these matters into ac­
count the Government had therefore 
taken the position that individu»! op­
erators- should merely be required at 
|the direction of the Minister to isolate 
jany particularly dangerous slashings by 
tlrc-lines, leaving-the slash itself to be 
dealt with by the forest service at the 
expense of a certain fund wlthfwhich 
he now proposed to deal

In the Western States timber owners 
and lumbermen had befen obliged by 
circumstances to protect their timber at 
their' own expense. The organization 
of volunteer fire-fighting associations 
began in Idaho, and today there were 
not only four associations In that State, 
<wfc in Washington, and one in .Oregon, 
but there were also a large number of 
small local organizations that undertook 
the patrol of various, timbered districts. 
These voluntary, associations cut trails ‘ 
and fire-lines, installed" telephone sysr 
tems and established look-out stations, 
tvhlle maintaining a force of , fire war­
dens to patrol their membership hold­
ing*. and to burn dangerous slashings. 
The expense of this work, of course, 
varied from year to year, but taking a 
general figure it might be put at 2 1-2 
to J-' cents per acre per annum, although 
in cases it had run as high as 6 cents 
and even in one case 13 cents.

Ttiçse unfortunate lumbermen of the 
States were obliged in self-protection to 
patrol about double the area belonging 

since In self-protection they 
mbet v safeguard the lands of stingy 
neighbors refusing to contribute to the 
a-siid&iation fund. About $270,000 wan 
spent in the Western States by the vol­
untary efforts of lumbermen during the 
past summer. In Canada the preven­
tion- of forest fives had been takÀi up, 

'a large scale, both by Ontario and 
Quebec, the latter province compelling 
limit-holders to employ a sufficient 
force of patrolmen at their own ex­
pense. Ten years ago the Ontario Gov­
ernment began a system of compelling 
licenses of Crown timber land to pay 
liâlf the cost of fire prevention, but two 
years- ago this system was abandoned, 
4'nd; licensee’s at that province were now 
required to pay the entire cost of patrol 
ftpd; of fire-fighting. lq British Colum­
bia lumbermen and timber holders had 
îfiàcîe no attempts to form voluntary 
associations. Something had to be done 
to protect the forests, and it had been 
therefore to meet an existing emergen­
cy that the Government had stepped in 
and equipped, the patrol system all<dver 
the province, at the expènse of the con­
solidated revenue fund. In thus act­
ing, pending Us decisions as to the’ 
policy that it would ultimately adopt in 
fire prevention, the Government had in

view a temporary provision only; and 
It had now decided to require timber 
owners to pay half the cost of fire pre­
vention, the o'ther half being contribu- ; 
ted by the consolidated revenue on be- ! 
half of Crown timber and watershed I 
protection. One cent an acre would be > 
levied on timber - holders for the pro­
tection of their property and a trifling 
contribution would also be required 
from operators on account, of the ex­
pense caused by the supervision of thèlr 
operations and the great annual expense 
occasioned by fires arising in connec­
tion with these operations.

Although contributions to this fund 
from each inulylfiual owner or operator 
would be trilling, in bulk the nre pro­
tection fund created by these contribu- ,, 
tions, plus the Government s dollar lor 
dollar, would represent a large sum of; 
money—Upwards ot a quarter of a mu-; 
lion dollars to begin with. This fund! 
would be entirely separate rrom the' 
provincial .revenue, and the amounts re-: 
qulreu to be contributed to it would not 
ue taxéiioni since tney would be expend-; 
led lor the direct benefit of contribu­
tors. Through the powerful agency of 
Unis fund tlie province would be covered 
jby a tar closer network of patrols than; 
uitherto,'. amt," moreover, an important 

(improvement would- be made in tbe’ 1 
jvoraewiiat rudimentary system hitherto 
jin roroe—namely, the mere employment 
jot' wandering patrolmen who were aften 
pitfra to uhd When nre broke out. Great 
j stress would be laid upon permanent ; j jiriprove/nenis, the forest districts 
would oe covered by rougn and ready i 
û-lepiion» systems aw in the Western? 
states, 'the patrolmen would connect 
with" tlïe mpjn lines of . these systems by 
portable light wires, and would thus be 
able to keep in touch with the head- i 

! quarters of their districts while remain- ;i 
ing on emergency work at the site of 
any fire. Trail-cutting and the con­
struction of fire-lines and the establish­
ment of look-out stations on higher ele­
vations and otlief works of this des­
cription would, within a very short per­
iod, vastly Increase the efficiency of the 
protective service, and he trusted that 
it would be possible to carry out the 
suggestion that had been made by an 
honorable member to utilize wireless 3telegraphy at no distant date. Prompt 
arrivai, was the secret of successful fire 
fighting.

It was In connection with the problem , 
of the disposal of logging slash that the : 
forest protection fund would proty its 
great utility. It would create a force 
of men that at the proper seasons of; , v 
the year would be available for dealing 
"Wlt6 dangerous accumulations of in­
flammable,, material. Under the direc- : I
tion of expert forest officers, these men 
would be making a regular business of ; 
handling slash and the work done in 
this manner by professionals would be 
carried out with far greater safety,, ef­
ficiency and economy than it could be 
by ordinary gangs ot workmen. An­
other Important point would be that, 
under the direction of technical forest­
ers. the slash would be disposed of in ; 
the best interests ot the young growth 
and reafforestation, matters to which 
the ordinary operator could not be ex- 
p«oted tq devote attention. In this 
matter the Government was feeling its . j 
,»;ay carefplly, but be was of opinion 
that through the forest protection fund j; 
British Columbia would bq able to solve 
that greatest .problem of all forestry, 
the disposal ot logging slash—that 
problem that had baffled and was still . 
the bugbe»r of both governments and 
operators in other regions. It would *, 
achieve ttys without imposing any ser- , 
lous burden on either the Government . 
or the operators. Fire prevention on a 
small scale might often be an expensive 
matter, but on a large scale it could Be 
made (n time extremely cheap—by the 
abolition of the causes of fir*. What 
the fund Would spend In slash disposal 
it would In the long rup save in patrol 
expense, and by thus diminishing the 
Are hasard which had dominated thle j 
province over long it would make the

ggwt
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task of conservation possible. He ven­
tured to direct attention to the remark­
able results' that might be achieved 
through this fund, which, by Its suc­
cessful operation would place British 
Columbia at a bound in the front rank 
of the countries of the world in the 
matter of forest protection.

He would not upon this occasion dis­
cuss the many other provisions of the 

1 bill dealing with Are prevention. They 
J were too numerous and he would con­

fine himself to a brief reference to the 
question ot railway fires. The con­
struction and operation of railways had 
been for Canada In the past one fit the 
greatest national disasters that any new 
country had ever had to face. Of 
course the railways were necessary, but 
the ghastly destruction of forest reg­
ions through gross carelessness was not 
necessary. Nowadays, he wag glad to 
say, more enlightened men had come in­
to the control of the Canadian railways 
—men who recognised the danger to 
the forests that their locomotives caus­
ed, and he was glad to testify to the 
willing co-operation in fire-prevention 

, that the railways of the province were 
now giving. So far no satisfactory 
raéans other than oil-burning, not al­
ways practicable, had been discovered, 
that would abolish the danger of fire 
from locomotives, and hence patrol 
after trains was essential for the pro­
tection of timbered districts. Patrol 
such as this should not be left to the 
discretion of local railway officials, but 
should be established by force of law. 
That was why the Government had had 
a complete inspection of provincial rail­
ways made by supervisors of the forest 
protection service during the past aut­
umn, and. had elaborated In detail a 
plan of patrol for each railway, and 
had followed up this by formal applica­
tion to the Dominion Board at Ottawa, 
having jurisdiction over most of the 
railways of British Columbia. This 
application requested the board to exer­
cise Its authority and to establish these 
needed patrols officially and. he was 
happy to say. that the hearing of this 
application would take place during the 
next few weeks. In the bill the Gov- 

: eminent asked for the name powers in 
regard to provincial railways that the 

; Dominion Board already possessed on 
railways under Federal control.

At this stage he would not enter into 
the many details of the drastic pro­
visions of the Forest Bill that were de­
signed to control the reckless use of 
fire by careless individuals, whether 
among railway men or other classes of 
the population that are accustomed to 

.... use lire near the forests. He would 
• only say that every plume of the subject 

■BlreLï,-- T& : had been carefully provided for. ‘ The 
release of agricultural land from the 
areas held for forest purposes was, of 
course, an elementary-duty of any gov­
ernment and would, of course, be dealt 
with by his department as a matter of 

§p§J routine.. Ae for the suggested altera- 
'* lion of the customs tariff to encourage 

the utilisation of low grade lumber, this 
did not fall within the provincial juris­
diction. Having mentioned these two 
matters he pointed out that every re- 

! commendation of the Forestry Commie- 
__ r "Ion had been dealt with either in the 

bill or in hie foregoing remarks, and It 
umil only remained tor him to express the 

thanks of the Government to the cap­
able members of that commission for 
their painstaking, useful and masterly 
presentment of the forest problem as it 

, confronted the province.
“In the framing of this Forest Bill," 

said the Minister, approaching his final 
remarks, “the Government has had

yp
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In view a sane and businesslike policy 
of conservation free from sentimental 
extravagance, and taking into account 
the many practical difficulties, .impedi­
ments and risks the lumberman must 
encounter in his strenuous occupation. 
Nature alone places sufficient obstacles 
ih his way, but to these the commercial 
conditions existing in the West at the 
present stage of Its development have 
added others of a most serious kind— 
the curse of over-production, the spoil­
ing of lift present markets by the 
dumping into them at cut-throat rates 
of foreign surplus stocks, and the con­
sequent hardship that this disorganiza­
tion of proper trade conditions is onlv 
too apt to cause in the financing of- his 
operations. It is plain, however, that 
serious aS these troubles may be at the 
present day, they are but the transitory 
growing pains felt by a sound and grow­
ing industry. The gigantic task of 
opening an outlet for Western com­
merce through the Isthmus of Panama 
will be completed within the space of 
two short years. He would be a bold 
man, indeed, who would venture to pro­
phecy the effects upon this province of 
the opening of that CahaL Upon its 
completion, British Columbia will be 
the Far West no longer; the Canal— 
halving the distance to Europe—will 
catise new currents -of the world's com­
merce to flow to and from our Coast; 
and the great European markets will be 
brought within the selling range of our 
main provincial industries. Already 
our harbors are under preparation for 
the flood of trade that will come upon 
us when our present inaccessibility for 
the trade of Europe has been removed 
for ever. All up and down the Pacific 
Coast from Prince Rupert to Vancou­
ver, Victoria, and southward to Ban 
Diego, every port Is busy building 
breakwaters and elevators, dredging, 
constructing and renovating docks and 
getting ready in every way for the 
coming trade. One hundred million 
dollars is in process for expenditure of 
the ports of the Pacific Coast. No in­
dustry, 1 venture to predict, will make 
more rapid or more solid growth In the 
general sunshine of prosperous develop­
ment that will fall upon this province 
when the Canal la opened than our lum­
bering industry. Cheap freight rates 
are the essence of successful lumber­
ing; cheap freight rates in spite of the 
scare concerning tolls that haa been 
sedulously encouraged by certain Inter­
ests. will be the inevitable feature of 
the route by Panama because thg build­
ers of that Canal have no alternative. 
Looking to far countries we see that 
the steady depreciation of the world’s 
timber will make prominent our forest 
province as one of the great natural 
reservoirs of supplies. Looking east­
ward we see that this province grows 
the timber, the prairies grow the wheat, 
and that British Columbia and the great 
prairie provinces supply each other's 
vital needs In many ways besides. Dir­
ectly by export trade eastward and 
westward, indirectly by the expansion 
of other Industries within our provin­
cial boundaries, by ttoth these reason* 
our lumbering Industry will grow and 
flourish.

"To honorable members of this House 
I desire, before closing my remarks, to 
make a direct personal appeal. Until 
lately the setting of forest fires by care­
lessness has too often been looked on 
with the Indulgence that is habitually 
extended by many, citlsens to petty vio­
lations of the customs regulations. But 
we are beginning to make our people 
realize that general carelessness In the 
use of firs Is no trifling matter that

in Its consequences this bad citizenship 
can prove ruinous to a country depend­
ing aa British Columbia is directly and 
indirectly on its torcsts lor a great 
share of Its prosperity. Hence I make 
my appeal to honorable members of this 
House to co-operate with my depart­
ment- In educating the public mind, and 
take a firmer stand In their constituen­
cies against the reckless, careless ele­
ment in the population that still exists. 
It is the disagreeable duty of my de­
partment to bring to punishment at 
times citizens who. although otherwise 
in good standing in the community, 
have not yet learned the lesson that 
carelessness with fire means disaster to 
British Columbia. When violation of 
the fire prevention clauses of the For­
est Act occur in any constituency, I 
ask the honorable member who repre­
sents it In this House to take an open 
stand alongside the members of the 
forest service engaged upon their duty 
and neither to seek to palliate the care­
lessness nor shield the offender. And 
now, sir, I approach the end of what 1 
have to say. We are in session here 
today—in ordinary session—peacefully 
engaged upon the accustomed duties of 
the year, amending and enacting laws, 
making our annual attempt iu improve 
the conditions under which we and our 
fellow-clttsens must live. We meet to­
gether In this House day after day for 
six or seven weeks, end legislation with 
most of us has grown to he a familiar 
and uneventfuj task. So pass the ses­
sions year after year, and like the min­
ute workers that create the corel is­
lands of the southern ocean upon which 
mankind has built hie habitations, so do 
we through our labors gradually create 
that massive structure of law upon 
which the happiness, prosperity and 
future of this fast growing community 
of the splendid West so largely depend.

“An epoch. Sir, Is drawing to n close 
—the epoch of reckless devastation of 
the natural resources with which we, 
the people of this province, have been 
endowed by Providence. That rugged, 
rudimentary phase of pioneer activity 
is doomed to end. The writing is on 
the wall; the writing—to put the simple 
fact—is in this Forest Bill. Armed 
with that weapon, as forged by this 
honorable assembly, the Government of 
British Columbia wjjl undertake this 
great work of forest conservation."

Mr. BREWSTER moved the adjourn­
ment of the debate. He asked, consid­
ering the nature of the bill, it» length 
and importance, that It might stand 
over till Thursday.

The House agreed and adjournment 
for the day was taken.

1

GALLERY NOTES
A deputation from Grand Forks was 

introduced to Hon. Price Ellison, Minis­
ter of Finance, by Mr. Ernest Mille, M. 
P.P., Wednesday afternoon. They 
stated that the local Agricultural As­
sociation had taken over the old race­
track and were fitting It up for a fair 
ground. This had involved considerable 
expense running up towards 120,000: 
As It was a permanent undertaking 
they asked that the government might 
make an exception from Its established 
rule of* contributing' only to prises hy 
assisting them with moderate Sid. The 
sum of $4000 wan suggested. Mr. El­
lison promised to ley the matter before : 
the Executive. y

The South Vancouver delegation will 
take up with the government the ques- j 
tlon of the recent land tax sale decision

Sf the Supreme Courtier Canada, as af­
fecting that municipality. They intend 
to ask for a bill to validate all sales of; 
land for taxes In the municipality In 
the year 1800, and during the time that 
the municipal council was holding Its f 
sittings in „ the city of Vancouver. j
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We hat* no doubt that the Provincial 
Governihetlt and legislature will give 
serious attention to the view of the Far­
mers’ Institutes that British Columbia 
should have a publicly owned and oper­
ated. twpX telephone system. In effect 
this would Involve complete govern- j 
ment ownership both in town and coun­
try, This is the policy of the three 
provinces nearest British Columbia east­
ward. Manitoba adopted this policy a 
few years ago, ahd under it thé use of 
the, telephone has become general 
throughout the provinfce. At present 
there ift dissatisfaction in Winnipeg 
over a recent increase of tolls, but there 
is equalf reason for complaint In Van­
couver, .which has a private system. 
Winnipeg is undoubtedly asked to bear 
eoml of the burden of the country tele- 
phones, which are made as cheap as pos- 
sible. Manitoba paid a large price for 
the eogagliny system bought out when 

ownership was introduced, 
and this has its effect on tolls. But on 
th® considering the distances to
be covered, Manitoba rural telephone 
service _ls furnished at a reasonable 
irate,'and it would be hard to persuade 
: the people to return to private owner­
ship.

Hr:-----------------------

As»

1 pi

The Provincial Legislature
Mr, Brewster Urges the Creation of a Canadian Naval Unit 

on the Pacific Coast—Effect of the Opening of the 
Panama Canal—Bill to Revise the Statutes.

Victoria, Jan. 24.—The outstanding 
feature of today’s sitting of the Legis­
lature was Mr. H. C. Brewster's speech 
on his resolution urging the Dominion 

| Government to create a Canadian naval 
; unit on the Pacific Ocean. The reso- 
| lution was seconded by Mr. Parker Wil­

liams. in spite of the generally expres­
sed anti-militarism of that gentleman. 
Mr. Williams, However, did. not attempt 
to speak on the resolution and the 
Premier moved the adjournment of the 
debate.

Mr. Brewster said he had been care­
ful to eliminate anything of a political 
nature from the resolution, nor had lie 
attempted to deal with the details by 
which it should be brought into effect, 
but there were movements of great im­
portance in the world today, which 
made It imperative that something 
should be done to defend a coastline 
stretching from Puget Sound to Alaska, 
and indented with many sounds and in­
lets which some future enemy might 
easily utilise for strategic purposes. He 
pointed to China now awakening from 
the lethargy of ages, with its hordes of 
lialf-civlllsed people, and to Japan held 
in leash by the strong hands of its 
rulers. One of the first things an 
Oriental nation did In adopting western 
methods was to establish an army and 
navy, and these two nations were al­
ready looking for some place where 
they could transfer the .people from 
their overcrowded lands, and no place 
was so convenient as Canada. He point­
ed to the recent menace of war in 
Europe, nor did he consider that the 
elections just held in Germany wotild 
make for peace. "Internal turmoil Is 
in the ascendent and it is a fact that 
at times in older countries wars have 
been started to distract attention from 
affairs at home."

He pointed to the great maritime 
commerce that the opening of the Pan­
ama Canal must bring to our shores, 
and said that considering the time it 
took to create n navy, it was none too 
early to begin taking measures to pro­
tect that commerce. While, as Can­
adians, we might quarrel about our 
own affairs we must stand together on 
questions of defence. As representa­
tives of the Pacific Coast province he 
thought they were within their rights 
in trying to impress upon the Dominion 
Government the inauguration of such 
measures as would protect this coast. 
In passing the resolution he hoped they 

I might stimulate any measure now being

I contemplated ut Ottawa towards the 
creation of a naval power.

The rest of the afternoon was passed 
in committee on the revised statutes.

I Attorney-General Bowser pointed out 
! some changes that had been made, and 

the revision was freely criticised by 
Messrs. Brewster and Williams. The 
Attorney-General nointed to one change 

i in the Land Act. by wmch a girl over 
j eighteen, who is supporting herself, will 
j be allowed to take up a pre-emption. 
The same rule will apply to a woman 

! deserted by her husband after he has 
ceased to contribute to her support for j two years. He explained that in 

I another section dealing with purchased 
j but Unpatented Crown lands, the re- 
i vising commissioners, during his ab­
sence in England hdd changed it so that 

! It would be Impossible tor a purchaser 
! to make any bargain fç>r the transfer j of Ms rights before he had obtained full 
j title. In view of conditions here he did 
i not consider that wise and was alter- j ing it. In the School Act he pointed j out that a change had been made mak- 
| ing it mandatory on a municipal coun- 
j oil to hand over to the school board all ; j moneys specially assessed for school 
I purposes. The former wording left it 
| optional. He further stated that the j English criminal laws brought into 
| force by the proclamation of Sir James 

: i Douglas In 1SI58 were still in force 
where not repugnant to the criminal 
laws of Canada, and even they were not 

invalid until their repugnancy had been 
determined by the courts.

While the Attorney-General com­
pleted his explanation of changes in the 
statutes, the bill to validate them is 
still in committee.

In reply to questions by Mr. Brew­
ster ns to the position of the govern- 

| ment on lands sold by auction in South 
j Hazelton. Hon. Mr. Ross stated that 
! the matter was being appealed, but if 
the decision of the Railway Commission 

, was upheld the purchasers would be 
notified and their money refunded.

At the opening of the House, HON. 
PRICE ELLISON presented a statement 

! Of special warrants, and expenditure 
j Incurred thereon between April 1, 1911, 
and January 24, 1912.

I MR. McKAY, chairman of the Private 
Bills Committee, reported that the fol- 

: lowing petitions had been compiled with 
standing orders: Ryerson College, City 
of Fernie, Corporation of Fernie, Vic­
toria Harbor Railway. City of Prince 
Rupert, City of Victoria.

MR BREWSTER asked the Minis­
ter of Railways, whether the Canadian 
Northern Pacific Railway Company had j j 
deposited their maps plans and profiles, t f: 
and whether the Minister had approved 
of the same. He also asked what was 
the maximum gradient and the maxi­
mum and minimum of curvature as 
shown on these plane.

HON. T. TAYLOR replied that the 
plans had been deposited and approved, ,‘i 
They showed a maximum grade on the 
Mainland of 0 4 per cent, on Vancou­
ver Island of 1.60 per cent The curves * 
were 10 degrees maximum and 4.30 j 
minimum.

Mr. Brewster moved, seconded by Mr.
! William»,—

"That whereas Canada and the 
j mother-country arc agreed that It is 
right and reasonable that all the part­
ners in the Empire should contribute to­
wards the naval defence of that Em-

"And whereas the speedy completion 
of the Panama Canal must enormously 
increase the shipping business of this

"Therefore, be it resolved, that an 
humble address be presented to hie 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, re­
spectfully requesting him to urge upon 
the Dominion Government the neces­
sity of taking such immediate steps as 
will lead to the creation of a Canadian 
fleet unit in the Pacific and to the i 
tablishment of a naval base on this 
coast with such prompitude as to 
make ready for the revolution In sea 
trade likely to be effected by the com- Eg 
pletion of the Panama Canal.

MR. BREWSTER said: "In moving ' • 
the resolution before the House it is 1 
not my intention in any way to crltl- * 
rise or comment on the actions of any 
past government or political party or 
any authority now in power in Canada. ^ 
It ia my intention to bring this matter 
before the Legislature purely In such 
ii manner as to point out to the Domln- ? j 
!lon authorities the necessity, from the 
\itandpolnt of British Columbia, of im- 

mediate action being taken l would ; 
not have the resolution considered as 
binding in any sense the Government of 
Canada in carrying out details. On 
the floor of this House we have no 
naval experts, and If we had it would . £ 
be no place to lay down any details of 
policy. We are the Pacific Coast pro-j, 
vince of the great Dominion. From a* 
naval standpoint It Is unquestioned that ; 
we hold on this coast strategic points 
that any navy would attack if the Empire 
were at war, and It Is our duty to con­
sider this matter and take any action 
that is thought wise in maintaining for - 
Canada a line of defences along thley|

We have a mighty coast line, extend-■t,] 
ing, as you know, from Puget Sound • 
to Alaska, and indented with large 
sounds and Inlets, which, in my opinion, 
would be more of an Injury than a bene- U 
fit should we wake some morning to j i



Ï find that we were at war "with another 
1 power, which could use these sounds 
] and inlets as a base from which to 

work. As It Is we would be unable to 
exert??*e any power over these sounds 
and inleta should an attack be made.

It is only wise in this connection that 
we should look at conditions as they 
exist in the world at the present time.

3 One has only to look at the awakening 
J in China to see a condition that may 
i at no late date prove a menace to this 
1 section of the world. In the creation of 

7, a navy a considerable length of time 
must elapse, and this awakening of 
China with its multitudes of people, its 
hordes, if I might so call them, of un­
civilised sections, which when they have 

, thrown off the lethargy of centuries, 
are likely to prove a giant of such pro­
portions as will make us realise that 
we have not done our duly In preparing 
for the contingency of war. When 

; Oriental nations adopt western Ideas, 
one of the first things they do is to 
establish an army and navy. I notice 
that Admiral Togo during hia visit to 
the United Pules last year Is reported 

’ to have said that for many centuries 
Japan had enjoyed the benefits of cer­
tain arte and sciences, and had shown 
to the world something of their ability 
to compete along the lines of peace, 
but during those centuries they were 

, considered a heathen country. "But,* 
he added, 'when the occasion arose and 
we demonstrated that we could kill, 
within a given length of time as many 
human beings as any other country, we 
were proclaimed as a civilised nation.' " 

It is true that Japan ia the ally of 
Great Britain, but what changes may 
be brought about In a abort time no­
body knows. Those who can read the 
political history of Japan can see that 
the nation la now being held in leash by 
the strong hsnde of those in control 
These two nations, China and Japan, 
are already looking for some place, 
where they may take the people from 
their overcrowded landa and find 
another place for them, and there la ns 
place so convenient ae Canada. There 
fore it behove» us to aee that some 

] action should be taken, and tne details

(
left to those who are competent to give 
an opinion upon It.

k- We have still another condition te 
I consider. In Europe a short time ago 

we had a condition that menaced the 
,.a« peace of the world, and prominent 

- members of the party In authority lr - 
this House, if they are to be taken ser 
lously, gave us to believe that there 
was always the danger of war. I don't 
think that the elections, which have Just 
been held In Germany, will make fnt 

j !»e*re Internal turmoil seems to be la 
- J the ascendent, and it Is a fact that 

| sometimes in older countries wars have 
been started to distract attention frorr 
affalts at home.

There is still another feature whirr 
we cannot overlook, and which the 
Minister of Lands yesterday stated Is 
such a manner ae to put to the blush 

any attempts I may make. He spoke 
| of the benefits to be expected from the 
j completion of the Panama Canal, and ae 
-j we have the added necessity of pre- 
J paring now for the great business ot 
? trade we must be prepared to expect 
J with the opening of the canal. We 
1 should prepare, and now Is the time, 
| for such a fleet unit of the Pacific 
$ <*oast as will protect that trade and 
5 shipping when it comes. When the 
t length of time required to create a 

*1 naval hase Is considered we will not 
; have a moment to spare, and while 

Canadians may quarrel among them­
selves about their own affairs, we must J stand together on the question of d<?

; fences. For that reason I have ellm- 
1 Inated anything of a political charactei 
j in moving thta resolution, the idea be- 
\ ing that we should. as the maritime 
| province of the Pacific Coaet. and as 
j its representatives in this House, have 
J the right to impress on the Dominion 
j Government, the necessity for the 1n-

I
auguration of such measures ae will 
protect this coast not only for our own 
Immediate benefit, but for the good of 
the Empire; and 1 say for the promo­

tion of peace between Britain and Gar- 
* or any other country, there can

he no more helpful assistance than the 
sight of the generous support which ths 
daughter nations are ready to give to 
that Empire. And in passing this reso­
lution i hope we may ettmulate any 
measure now being contemplated at Ot­
tawa for the creation of a naval power, 
ao that It Canada should be attacked, 

we as Canadians shall be In a proper 
■•.position to do es we should do, and 

•land up and fight for our great Bm- 
■*re .Applause.

Bevlglo* af «he Statutes.
Victoria, January 3§.—Today's was 

the briefest and dullest sitting of the 
Legislature since It opened. The only 
business done was the completion of 
the reading In committee of the bill to 
validate the Revised Statues, in the 
discussion of some of Us clauses Hon.
Mr. Bowser said that it was his per­
sonal opinion that the province had 
complete Jurisdiction over marriage 
laws, and that, he believed, was the 
general view of the other provinces. He 
also stated. In reply to Mr. Williams, 
that mejnbers of the Legislature would 
be supplied each with one copy of the 
Revised Statutes and no more.

The following bills were given first 
' reading and referred to the Private 
* Bills committee. To Incorporate Ryer-# 

son College. Vancouver; to validate the 
electric power bylaw of the City of 
Prince Rupert; regarding Victoria Har­
bor Railway Company; and billa to re­
lieve the city and municipal corpora 
tione of Ferais respectively.

The Premier and members of th« 
Executive had a number of engagement» 
and an early adjournment was taken.

At the opening of the House Mr. 
Williams announced that he would 
withdraw hla resolution calling on the 
government to take action to compel the 
Canadian Northern Railway Company 
to comply with their agreement with 
the government In respect to the wages 
of workingmen. He wishes to emend It 

j and bring It In In another form.

(
The House went Into commltte of the 
whole on the MU to validate the Re­
vised Statutes. Mr. Menson <6keena> in 
the chair.
Hon. Mr. Bowser explained that the 

v revising commissioners had made a 
change in the Inheritance Act, Which 
would deprive a widow, whose husband 
had died Intestate, of a third part of the 
huebend's estate aa the law formerly 
provided. He had restored thia to its 
original state.

Mr. Brewster aaked in connection 
with this matter, whether It was the 
intention of the Attorney-General to re­
introduce the Dower Act. which he had 
brought in last session, but which hsd 
been too lata to get through the House 
and receive the Lieutenant-Governor's 
assent.

Hon. Mr. Bowser replied that it wss 
not his Intention. Last year there hsd 
been great opposition to the bill, and 
some of the ablest members of the 
House had opposed IL As It was a bill 

. that worked very radical changes in 
, the disposition of family estate» he did 
not propose to bring It In again under 
the circumstances.

Mr. Williams said thet the Journals 
of the House «bowed that last session 
the MU had passed second reading with­
out s division, so where was the oppo­
sition.?

Hon. Mr. Bowser seid there must 
have been some mistake, ae there was a 
greet deal of discussion oh both sides 

’of the House. The bill had been strong­
ly opposed and there must have been » 
division in addition to all that, while 
he bed introduced the bill last year, 
slpce that time a great many things 
against It had been pointed Out to him 
that dM not suggest themselves then 

Mr. Brewster said that the bill before 
them was supposed to repeal all prs- 
ivleue revisions, yet the Attorney-Gene r- 
#al bad told them only yesterday that 
| they had no power to repeal the Eng­
lish criminal laws proclaimed by Sir 
James Douglas before Confederation.

Hon. Mr. Bowser replied that the Leg­
islature could not repeal Acte that it 
had no power over, but It could repeal 

.those within Sts Jurisdiction, and of 
coume this wee all the Mil did.

, **r. Brewster asked whether the pro­
vince had jurisdiction over the mar­
riage lews for Instance.

Houn. Mr. Bowser: “It Is my person- 
j el opinion that the provinces have com- 
! Pitta Jurisdiction over the marriage 

lew#, and that, I believe, le the opinion

Ht)X. U McBRTDE said that It ap­
peared that some mistake had been 
made in connection with the Order» of 
the Day. This resolution was entirely 
new matter and should have been on 
the Votes and Proceedings of the pre­
vious day, and then it could have taken 
Ite :>lace on tomorrow's Orders or Fri­
day's He was not In a position to dis­
ettes the matter at the time, and he 
merely mentioned this to avoid the re­
currence of similar errors in future.

MR. BREWSTER said he had filed 
It on Friday night, and It wes on the 
Votes and Proceed I*— yesterday.

The PREMIER stated that even so. 
the rule* required two days' notice. He 
simply wished to keep this before the 
House. He moved the adjournment of 
the debate.

Revised Statutes.
The House went into committee for 

discussion on the Revised Statutes. In 
explaining some changes In the Muni­
cipal Act. Hon. Mr. Bowser aatd that 
a year ago he had promised to put in 
the Act e clause thet would enable 
municipalities to place bylaws before 
the people for waterworks and sewer­
age. without the previous petitions 
signed by owners of 60 per cent, of the 
property, which the present law re­
quired. Bv some mistake this had 
been omitted, but he hsd told the muni- 

I t’ostlsaed ■■ Page Bmm

cl pall ties affected to go ahead with 
their bylaws and he would introduce a 
MU to validate them. This he would 
do In a few days. The municipalities 
particularly affected were Point Grey, 
South Vancouver, Burnaby. Richmond 
and Saanich.

Mr. Williams said they bad asked for 
a printed statement ot changée In the 
Revised Statutes and It had been sup­
plied them, but this wae net In the 
statement.

Hon. Mr. Bowser said It waa hard to 
satisfy the member tor Newcastle. He 
asked for a statement end It had been 
given him, and because be was giving 
■till a little more information he get 
Into trouble.

Mr. Williams: “That Justifies our 
course. x By complaining we extracted 
this report, and by the same process 
we may extract a little more from the 
Attorney-General. 1 must admit that 
anything is tight that is done in this 
House because of the Government's 
big majority, and I am always reedy 
to submit to that majority, because I 
caanot do anything sloe." ( Laughter. >

Hon. Mr. Bowser next explained eon..; 
-i changes In the Land Act. One of these 

provided that a girl over 11 who was 
supporting herself, should be allowed 
to take up a pre-emption, and a desert­
ed wife, whose husband had not contri­
buted to her support for two years, 
would have the same privilege.

Hon. Mr. Bowser said also there wae 
a provision that a pre-emptor could not 
dispose of eny rights In hts land before 
he obtained his title. During his 
absence In England, the revising com­
missioners had applied this principle to 
all lands acquired under purchase or 
otherwise. He considered that this 
would have the effect of keeping out of 
the country many person# It wes de­
sirous to have here, ao he had altered 
It and left It as it was before.

Mr. Williams said that for once he 
agreed with the commissioners. “If 
this happened while the Attorney-Gen- 

. oral wae in England/' he added, "many 
people In this province would consider 
it a benefit If be remained In England 
all the time/* (Laughter.)

The Attorney-General next explained 
thet “may" had been changed to “•hall" 
In a section of the School Act. so that 
It would compel a municipal council to 
hand over to the School Board all money 
raised under special school assessment, 

j Under the old wording this bed boon 
1 left optional.

Mr. Williams and the Attorney-Gen­
eral got into a discussion as to whether 
the English laws brought Into force by 
the proclamation of Sir James Douglas 
in 18U were still In force In thle pro­
vince. The Attorney-General explained 
that the criminal laws were In force 
where they were not repugnant to ex­
isting laws of the Dominion. A change 
wss being made to make this deer in 
this revision though it was omitted by 
Chief Justice Davie in the revision of 
1SIT. The province had no power to 
leave these out. though civil laws came 
within their Jurisdiction.

The explanations of the revlalon were 
completed when the committee rose.



held by the other province» 
iminioh."

...._JI Ilyina wished to know whether 
t&6 members Would be given as many 
copies of the statutes as formerly, 
when they were given four each.

Mr. Bowsfer said It was the ln- 
thls time "to restrict them to

h. “You know,'* he said with a 
"there was am Idea that some of 

the members were Selling their coptesl 
before." He added that they had a large I 
aUfther to distribute free. For example 
they had to send copies to sll law libra­
ries in the Dominion for exchange, and 
Judges and courts must also be sup­
plied aa well aa many others.

Mm Williams said that while mem­
bers, might do a good trade In selling 
to Secondhand stores, he did not think 
that it always followed.

Hon. Mr. Bowser slated that in order 
that the gifts of free copies might be 
known aa personal to the member» ao 
that others would not be likely to bor­
row and keep them, he had had the 
name» of the members printed on each 
of their copies.

Th# bill was reported complete with
amendments.

ThO following private bills were In- 
read a first time, and referred 

•Ivate Bills Committee: 
ration of Ryerson College, Mr.

TO validate special bylaws of the City 
of Prince Rupert; Mr. Manson (Skeens.)

itespecting Victoria Harbor Railway; 
jgKay.
relieve the municipal! corporation 

and to relieve the City of 
Mr. Miller.

GALLERY NOTES
IHocompanylng the Coast lumbermen 

In the capital is a deputation from 
[Mountain Lumbermen's Association, 

Ing of F. W. Adolph, vlce-preal-j 
E. S. Howe, A. E. Watts, D. O.

m and others, and this afternoon 
gentlemen in conference with the| 
ment presented the resolution 
at the recent meeting of the as- 

llon. Most of them were of Dom- 
rather than Provincial Import, but 
discussed dealt with the protec- 

of forests against fire, and also 
the desirability of establishing 

irnment telephone services in
They also called attention toi 

-reet damage being done to British 
ibla interests through the policy 
tain subsidised corporations in 

lumber and other supplies from 
American market. The association 

opinion that the railways should 
t home Industry by buying all 

supplies, so far as possible within 
► JJomlnion. They' suggested a few 

L||h|i changes In the new Forestry bill,
\'ttmji otherwise expressed themselves as 

generally satisfied with it Another 
conference will be held in about a week 
a||Sr the bill has been before the com-:
i.iit}U#e of the whole House.

A delegation from Trail walled on 
Thos. Taylor, Minister of Public 

IjHpe, to oppose at the outsst any 
possible suggestion of removing the 
bridge that It Is proposed to build over 
the Columbia River near Trail, to the 
west1 arm of Kootenay Lake on the out- 
aklrts of Nelgon. where-the construc­
tion of a bridge has been urged recent­

ly a strong deputation from the city 
ilson.

- v:
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The Provincial Legislature
Bill to Validate Vancouver Elections Passed — Agreement 

With City of Prince Rupert Given Second Read­
ing—Work of the Past Week,

Victoria, Jan. 21.—For the second 
6 since the opening of the session 
u tenant-dove rno r Paterson came

I down to the Legislature this afternoon 
1 and gave his assent to a bill on the 
I same date that It had passed third 
§ reading. Both were validation Acts.
IA little over a week ago it was the bill 
I to validate the elections in Ward VII 

l VIII. Vancouver. Yesterday it was 
1 bill to validate the revised statutes.

1 that the slatè would be clear for 
iturc legislation. •
The only other business done was the 

leoond reading of an act to ratify an 
I agreement between the Provincial Gov- 

nt, the city of Prince Rupert, the 
! Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company 

the Grand Trunk Pacific Develop- 
t Company. The Premier in moving 

|the second reading stated that It had 
finally agreed that the railway 

F company should pay to the city $16,000 
I a .year in taxation on its lands, and In 

” itum for this concession they must 
ately start the construction of 

rterminals, shops and warehouses 
j Furthermore they had agreed to grant 

to the city waterfront which could be i need for the disposal of garbage, and 
ji the city would also be given entire con- 
I trol of fractions of lands left out from 
\ streets and blocks in the townalte sur- 
l vey, and these they could utilize for 
I municipal buildings, warehouses, etc. In 

his speech the Premier drew a glowing 
picture of what had already been 
achieved in the city of Prince Rupert, 

\ and what were its prospects for future 
'development. He considered that it 

r justified tfce bargain made by the 
" \ with the tall way company

... igo. and which had been 
_r criticised by the Liberals at 

time, since the Government al- 
IÎ j raady owned In the townalte property 
g» valued at thirteen million dollars, which 

« several years ago was hot worth thlr- 
J teen cents.

Mr. Hanson (Skeena) said it was the 
I strong desire of the people of Prince 

- j Rupert that the bill should pass, in 
l|order that the city might go pn with 
I its development for which they had al- 
| ready assumed obligations in the netgh- 

of $1,370,000. At the same 
_ they had a total assessment of 

I $14,000.000, and stood In splendid credit 
!jpn the money markets of the world.

; Mr. Williams criticised the billi as 
p giving the railway company altogether 
Rteo low a taxation, since If the Govern- 
j ment property of one-fourth was worth 
y 01 3,000 000, then the railway company's 
property being three times as much must 

16* wortp $39,000.000. It wag not re- 
I markable that the people of Prince 

Rupert had passed it, since if anyone 
I put a gun in your face and told you to 
Shold up your bands you were likely to 
yield.

I The Mil passed second reading with- 
|put division.

At the opening of the House the 
«ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the 
j adoption of the report on a bUV respect- 

r the Revised Statutes. By consent 
the House It was also given third 

"j reading, and before the House closed, 
j] the Lieutenant-Governor came in with- 
J ceremony, and gave it his assent.
1 HON. R- McBRIDK maved the second 
I reading of an Act to ratify an agree- 

iment bearing" daté the eight day , of 
->une. 1911. between If is Majesty, the 
■ King in. the right of the Province, of 
■British Columbia, the city of Prince

Rupert, the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail­
way, and the Grand Trunk Pacific De­
velopment Company. In opening the 
Premier stated tnat the city of Prince 
Rupert was now some four years old 
and in that time had grown into a com­
munity of some consequence. It claim­
ed today a population of upwards of 
6 000. It had civic improvements run­
ning into hundreds of thousands of 
dollars in value, and residential and 
business property that would aggre­
gate several millions. With the com­
pletion of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway in a short time there could be 
no doubt that the development of the 
country surrounding Prince Rupert 
would justify a city of 100.000 people or 
more, in addition to the large tracta of 
agricultural and mineral land tributary 
to Prince Rupert, there were the fish­
eries that were without doubt the lar­
gest in the world, and deep water fish­
ing in British Columbia was still in its 
primitive stage. For years past the 
province had seen the development of 
its river fisheries and Inlets, but they 
had now before them projects for the 
development of the deep aea fisheries 
that would call for the expenditure of 
millions of dollars. Sir George 
Doughty, who had large fishery inter­
ests at Grimsby, was here a few months 
ago, and he was now behind a project 
tor the development of the northern 
fisheries that would call for the ex­
penditure of large sums, and he had the 
assurance of Sir George that they would 
employ only white labor. At present it 
was an unfortunate thing to find that 
aliens for the most part had to do with 
the tolling along our seacoast. If this 
compmiy proceeded with Its enterprise 
as they had proposed. It would, he was 
sure, have the hearty co-operation of 
the people of this country, and If nec­
essary the Government would assist 
them with any legislation that they 
might need.

The Premier next paid a tribute to the 
pioneers who had left established homes 
in the Kootenay and the southern part 
of the province to help to build up this 
northern cit$r. Not many months ago 
he had visited the city and was struck 
by the evidences of prosperity on every 
side. The townalte was ideal and the 
harbor could not be excelled, but it was 
evident that In laying down streets, 
sewers and otheV conveniences where 
there were many hills and ravines, the 
corporation was going to have diffi­
culty for many years In finding money 
to develop it adequately. At the same 
time one must be Impressed by the 
businesslike way In which they hod gone 
about it. There could be no doubt that 
as population increased, and It would 
increase rapidly, additional expensive 
civic works would have to be under­
taken. The Government recognised this 
and had not spared themselves in giving 
substantial aid to the municipal 
authorities. “Here today," he said, “we 
are naked to ratify an agreement of 
which the. Government, the city, the 
railway company and the townalte conv 
pany are part, end which provides that 
the Orgnd Trunk Pacific. Jn exchange 
for certain works to be presently under- 
taken; and scattered interests In small 
fr&ctions of land. Is released from the 
payment of municipal taxes other than 
local improvement on the payment to 
tiie city each year of $154)00. When the 
first agreement with the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Company 'was placed before this 
Legislature some years ago there was a

provision exempting them from the pay­
ment of taxes to the Government, but 
exemption by the municipality was not 
considered. We felt that when a muni­
cipality was created that the railway 
would bo dealt with in a reasonable 
manner. A short time ago the question 
came up when It was found on assess­
ment that the Grand Trunk Pacific 
would be compelled to pay to the city 
of Prince Rupert five times more than 
it paid to the city of Montreal. The 
Grand Trunk Pacific protested, and the J 
result brought about the agreement be­
fore the House this afternoon, one 
which guarantees the construction of 
certain terminals In the town and a 
large expenditure of money by the rail­
way company. It must not be thought 
that in the agreement between the Gov­
ernment end the railway company we 
were not careful to have the exact lo­
cation of those terminals specified, but 
it would have been fcanl té *■”, “Be­
cause we have obliged you to place 
your terminals in a certain place you 
must commence construction forth­
with." This agreement before us has 
created a very pleating situation So 
far as 1 can learn, differences have 
been settled In a friendly way, and there 
is a disposition to work together be­
tween the city epd the railway com­
pany. Such an .agreement must re­
dound to the prosperity of l?ie city. 
This agreement is not one that presents 
much difficulty In the way of grasping 
its different, features. The principal 
matter with which the Government is 
concerned Is that which involves the 
ceding of certain fractions of the town- 
site to the city. In surveying the town- 
site certain fragments of land were left, 
and the landscape architects were of 
opinion that these should be given to 
the city as parka Even If tho Govern­
ment had been so disposed It would 
have been difficult to have withheld 
our quarter Interest from these frac­
tional sections. In this 
have Joined with the railway company 
In the transfer of certain portions of 
this land on which the city intends to 
erect municipal buildings and fireballs.

“There is another item with which 
the Government is concerned, that is in 
connection with some waterfrontage. In 
the development of the city it was 
found that some waterfront must be left 
which the city could use in sending its 
garbage out to sea this the agreement 
has provided for. The agreement also 
points out that the company must build 
an hotel at once, and no doubt they will 
build one that will be creditable to ^he 
dty, so that even in advance of the 
completion of the road, the company 
must spend millions of dollars In the 
city. All this is bound to bring to the 
city of Prince Rupert an added con­
fidence that will have a marked effect 
on Its financial conditions.

“It may be of interest to advise the 
House that so far as I have been able 
to ascertain the values .that today may 
be reasonably placed upon Government 
holdings Jn the city of Prince, Rupert 
are In the neighborhod of $13,000.000.
I remember that a- few years ago the 
Government was held up to severe critl- 
clsm because wfc had entered Into a 
bargain that meant for a certainty the 
location of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
terminals on government property. It 
is a fciàtter of some -gratification to 
know that notwithstanding the ques­
tions then raised and the criticism in- 
dulged- in wo can today; claim a value 
of $13,006.000 where several years ago 
we çould hot have claimed It cents. 
.Of course this is t|y> property of the 
Government, but We canpot lose sight 
6f the fadt that Its value has been en­
hanced by the development of the city 
of Prince Rupert, and It must be our 
duty In view of this to/ exercise a 
marked generosity towards that north­
ern terminus. • Our work must not only 
provide for today, but muet;also antic­

ipate the future that lies before 
part of British Columbia.” (Appl jj

MR. MAN SON ( Skeena > 8a|<. j
agreement waa brought to nn is.v I 
cause of the dispute that had arh j 
the city of Prince Rupert over th< 
at km of the railway lands. j
after incorporation, made an asse* 1 
that was not unreasonable, hut in i 
of the fact that some concession t, I 
railway company with its large h 
Inga, was only reasonable, negotUt. j 
went on for some time between t*# < ! 
and the railway company, and it um. t 
appeared at one time as if they woo 1 
be unable to reach a satisfactory j 
elusion, though finally with the 4 
tance of the government they arrivedatl 
the agreement before the House Inid-| 
dltlon to ground that they needed 
cemetery park sites, reservoir 
municipal building*, they needed water ! 
front as their method of disposing <t 
garbage was to sepd it out to sea 0 
scows. For this purpose they aeededl 
a wharf of their own and some wt\er-I 
front to build ft on. This the aciee-l 
ment provided /or. On account of its! 
one-fourth interest It wa.~ necejssryl 
for the Government to be joined In the| 
agreement

The city had been progressing ripidlyl 
and for this -réiso» it had been necte-1 
sary 10 incur ,leuvy expenditure to put! 
it on a sotisf*toiy footing. On streets,I 
sewers, waterworks, and a public light-1 
ing and telephone system they had as-1 
surnt-d obligations In the neighborhood! 
of $1 $76 aooi 80 far us the city 1 
concerned thty had hud no difficulty! 
in securing tinanclal assistance.
Bank of Montreal had dealt very ilber-J 
ally with thtm. and their scilon h 
given the city splendid standing in t 
money markets of the world. Tile 1 
sewed values of the city today aaountl 
ed tv about fU.OOO.OOu. and now ltd 
difficulties with the G.T.P. were being! 
adjusted. Its credit would stand highj 

There was a rumor st ■ 
time that unless this agreement xuj 
carried through the G. T. P. would r 
move ita terminals from tne luviuueJ 
but those who understood the condil 
lions knew that this was tropeenble] 
At the same time this agreement pro 
vlding for the Immediate establiehmedl 
of an hotel and the building of a dry-| 
dock was a matter of such importai 
to the city, that considered with otiej 
things menti^serf, jnatter of a f««j 
thousands sS 1 taxation was one vhich| 
the people of Prince Rupert would n 
bother about.

The agreement had been submkted t 
the people and was carried by e rote ol| 
440 to 44. showing that the people were! 
practically unanimous on it. It had! 
been a matter of great satisfaction to I 
have had all the way through Utw| 
negotiations, the assistance of the I 
Premier. Through his assistance both! 
parties had been able to come together I 
and the negotiations were carried 00 in| 
an amicable and satisfactory spirit P* 
also Wished to thank the Government I 
for granting Its lands to the city. Ijl 
showed that they were prepared w MI 

: generously with Prince Rupert The l 
actual assessment on Government lends I 

l within the city showed that thé Govern- g 
ment lied a splendid asset in aftd around | 
the city of Prince Rupert, an<^ Itehow f 
ed also that they made a good b»r**in I 
m 19.0$ when the terminus wè 
ed for at that point 1 _

MR. WILLIAMS said that lie co»ltt| 
▼ell understand that a large fcty ®0ST 
arise at Prince Rupert becau* tlie wn*l 

, formation of the country along the Pwj 
flc Coast did not lend Itself » 1 
foundation of many cities. Owing 
the manner In which the valleys 
cut through the mountain*, the namij 
of towneitea on the Coast must U «a, 
Ited. The Premier's references to 0» 
development of the fisheries and j 
employment of white kfbor digrewd 

Ceatiaeed ee Pm 9.
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Among other visitors to the capital 
was Sir William Mackenzie, president 
of the Canadian Northern Railway Com­
pany. Sir William was affably enig­
matic, and when intèrviewed showed 
himself inclined rather to be reminis­
cent than prophetic. He would tell of 
something already accomplished, but 
when the future was mentioned the 
curtain closed down and he did not 
know. He had a number of interviews 
with the Prejtnier behind closed doors, 
apd possibly their effect will be seen

little from the bill. He had intimated 
that certain interests coming in to ex- 
pidtr the fisheries had given the as­
surance that white labor only would be 
employed. To his mind corporation as­
surances in this connection were worth­
less and unless the Premier was pre­
pared to enact legislation to compel 
them to employ white labor, the assur­
ance would prove a most flimsy one.

In connection with Prince Rupert it­
self it was rather surprising to see a 
bill of this kind brought down so soon. 
Here was a city that had started on 
government land without any of the 
complications that must be faced by 
cities that grew up of themselves as 
it were. Notwithstanding this, after 
this city had only been in existence for 
two or three years, they found it com­
ing back to the House virtually to seek 
relief. The bill indeed should have 
been styled 'A bill to relieve the city 
of Prince Rupert.

> that lies before 
Columbia.' (App, j 
I* (Skeemi) sal,. | 
brought to nn ie.v I 
ipute that had ari. I 
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finally with (he mj 
eminent they arrindjd 
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r own and some wa^r- 
< on. This the amee-j 
or. On account of n, 
rest It war. neç*MJ 
lent to be Joined In the

many other matters, the chain is no 
stronger than its weakest link. Be­
cause one of its numerous charter 
amendments appeared in the “Provin­
cial Gazette” two days behind the time 
specified for closing advertisements it 
is ordained that the city must pay $600 
instead of $300. Everything else was 

! In apple-pie order. Whether the anxiety 
, o£ the City Council to appropriate the 
power, of the Licensing Board over lic­
ences for cafes will be worth the extra 
money remains to be seen.

Owing to these numerous other en­
gagements legislation has not proceed­
ed far during the week, but in the arena 

iof speech there was the one largely 
luminous effort. This was the speech 
of Hon. W. R. Ross on the second read­
ing of the Forest Act. A more lucid 

! exposition of a big subject, or a better 
marshalled array of facts has seldom

A few years ago 
the Government made an agreement by 
which the Grand Trunk Pacific was to 
erect certain buildings at Prince Rupert, 
and now here was another bill to the 
same effect, showing that there was no 
effectiveness in the first bargain. Again 
it seemed to him that the Grand Trunk 
Pacific was getting oft altogether too 
cheaply in the way of taxation. The 
Premier had said that the Government’s 
holdings in Prince Rupert were worth 
$13,000,000. They owned a quarter of 

| the townslte and the G. T. P. the other 
j three-quarters, so since the G. T. P. 
owned three times as much as the Gov­
ernment their property should be worth 
$$9,000,000. It showed the helpless 
position the city was placed in when 
it accepted a taxation of $15,000 a year 
on $39,000,000. It was claimed that the 
bill had been endorsed by the people of 
Prince Rupert. "V^ell-a man sometimes 
complied with another man’s demand 
when he placed a gun at his head and 
told him to hold up his hands. To 
■how that it was not so favorably re­
garded he might remark that the 
gentleman who represented Prince 
Rupert in the House, who was a former 
mayor of the city, and had spoken in 
favor of this agreement, had been hope­
lessly repudiated by the people of 
Prince Rupert only a few weeks ago.

MR MANSON. “That is incorrect"
MR. WILLIAMS said the gentleman 

was entitled to deny it if he wished, 
bqt it was nevertheless true that his 
candidate for the mayoralty of Prince 
Rupert had received very few votes and 
was badly defeated. While it would be 
useless for him to vote against the bill, 
he hoped that his action would not be 
regarded as an endorsement

The bill passed second reading with­
out division.

Mr. Thomson introduced a bill to 
enable the city of Victoria to issue cer­
tain inscribed stock at a fixed period 
of maturity.

•een progressing rapidly I 
soil it had been neces- 
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WORK OF THE WEEK
able secretary, Dr. Gray. The sweep­
ing changes in taxation that it proposes 

already been referred to, but 
they will be embodied in legis-.

have
whether they will be embodied in legis-, 
lation this session is still uncertain. !

On Thursday last Mr. Brewster in an 
able speech moved his resolution favor­
ing the creation of a Canadian naval 
unit on the Pacific Ocean. Mr. Wil­
liams seconded the motion, but it is 
understood that this was only an act of 
courtesy on his part to enable bis fel­
low Oppositionist to get the matter be­
fore the House. It is quite probable 
that Mr. Brewster in the near future 
may do the same service for some Soc­
ialistic motion of Mr. Williams in 
which he has as little faith, as the lat- 

[ ter generally seems to express in milt- 
j tary or naval niatters. It is understood 

that the Government will move an 
| amendment to the motion to the effect 

that as the Dominion Government it 
now conferring with the Imperia 
authorities on naval matters, shoulc 
any action be taken as an outcome, th. 
House will strongly urge upon themth. 
necessity for strong defences along th.

have clustered like nees outside the 
doors of the ministers’ offices. This- 
ye#* they have evidently learned a *™j- 
son from the past, and haVe come down 
in sufficient time to have their re­
quests crystallised in the estimates. A 
full treasury draws them as a honey- 
pot draws flies, and while a few may 
be struck ho doubt many will succeedln 
carrying back a little honey.

There were also those who come to | 
complain or suggest, and among the lat- ] 
ter might be numbered the lumbermen ! 
from Burrard Ihlet and the mountain ; 
sections who came down in the latter ; 
part of the week to discuss the changes j 
in timber legislation proposed in Hon. 
W. R. Ross’ new Forestry Act. Their 
attitude was advisory rather than com­
plaining, and It is possible that the 
Government may incorporate in the bill 
some of the minor changes they have1
suggested.

’•"’"Siv



Mr. Shaw Iritfôjuced a petition tor1 
the incorporation of the city of Salmon 
Army.

Hon. Mr. Bowser introduced bills to 
amend the Municipal Incorporation Act 
and the Inheritance Act. The former, 
elves the Government power to vary or 
reduce the limits of a municipality on 
incorporation aa they may deem exped­
ient, and that in ao doing they may lm- ! 
pose auch conditione aa they think pro­
per. The amendment to the Inherit­
ance Act simply nullifies, a change made 
by the revising committee and restores 
It to Its original state.

The Vancouver civic delegation had 
a long interview with the Government 
this morning on the question of tram ; 
franchise In Hastings Townslte and D. i 
L. 101. on the granting of a site in 
Hastings for an old people's home, and 
on appropriations for a bridge on Ren­
frew Street and the improvement of 
Westminster Road. The Government 
appeared to be Inclined to regard favor­
ably the proposal that they should sell 
11 1-1 acres In Hastings Townslte as 
the site for an Old People's Home et 
12100 an acre and also that appropria­
tions should be made for the other mat­
ters mentioned. The question of the 
curtailment of tram franchisee they 
promised to Consider.

Deputations from the Vancouver Ex­
hibition, the Horse Show Association 
also waited on the Government with re­
quests for grants. They were pro­
mised that these matters would be tak­
en up in framing the estimates.

A delegation, of lumbermen also con­
sulted with the Government on the pro­
posed changes in forestry legislation. 
At the close of the afternoon's sitting 
a Government caucus waa held and title 
evening the ministers are attending the 
annual banquet of the Press Gallery. |

Mr, Parker Williams Alleges 
Government Failed to Make 
C, N, R. Pay Proper Wages 
to Laborers.

NEWCASTLE’S MEMBER 
PLAYS TO GRANDSTAND

Vancouver and' Lumbermen's 
Delegations Wait Upon Ex­
ecutive—Caucus of Con­
servative Members Is Held.

Whole S

Special la the Sews-Aâverttser.
Victoria, Jan. 29. — This afternoon 

Mr. Parker Williams moved a vote of 
censure on the government for Its al­
leged failure to make the Canadian 
Northern Railway Company pay the 
same rate of wages as were paid for 
similar labor In the districts where the 
work was being done.

URGE A

Prime I
He stated that 

!. laborers for the Canadian Northern con­
tractors In Esquimau district were be­
ing paid only $2.25 a day, where men 
working for the government in the mu­
nicipality were paid $2.60 and $2.76 a i 
day. In support of this he produced af- | 
fidavlts signed by workmen employed 
by C. N. R. contractors to show that 
they were only receiving $2.25 a day. 
He also stated that he had sent men to j 
employment offices in Victoria to apply I 

j for work on that road and the highest f 
| the common laborer waa offered was 

$2.15.
Hon. Thomas Taylor, minister of rail- 

- x^ays, said he had heard no complaints 
» or he would have had the matter in­

vestigated and remedied. As it waa 
he would take the matter up at th<

t
 earliest opportunity.

Mr. Brewster seconded Mr. Williams’ 
motion, saying that this was no new 
matter, as he had brought similar 
things to the attention of the Govern­
ment in the past and they had paid no,

Special to t 
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treatment, 
possible be1 
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| solution tre
| any line of

should hare written to the department 
MN>. if there ware anything

wrong It would have been investigated 
and remedied. It was a matter of ex­
trema gratification to th* Oovemment 
to state that while this , work wait pro­
ceeding in every part of the province 
daring the past year, they had not be­
fore beard a single complaint. The 
Canadian Northern was fulfilling ltaj
contract in every way, and would hare 
its trains running to the Pacific within '
two more years

Mr. Williams retorted that he would 
as soon think of being overfair to the 
Government aa to a rattlesnake, tout in 
this Instance be had If anything been 
overfair, since he had flràt mentioned 
the matter in his speech during the de­
bate on the address, and had subse­
quently brought It up by questions on 
the order paper, but the Government 
had paid no attention to it. If anyone 
had been Indulging in etageplay, it was 
the PTemler arid not himself.

The motion wag* voted down, only 
Meeersj Brewster and Williams support- 
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I The Provincial Legislature
lyir, Parker Williams Complains That the Canadian Northern 

Railway Are Not Paying Proper Wages—Matter Will 
Be Investigated Without Delay,

Whole Session is Devoted to a 
Discussion of Mr, Brewster's 
Resolution and the Premier's 
Amendment,

URGE ADEQUATE DEFENCE 
FOR PACIFIC COAST

Prime Minister's Amendment 
Will Be Redrafted and 
Moved at Latter Date by 
Opposition Leader,

Special to the Newa-Advertleer.
Victoria, Jan. SO. — The time of the 

House this afternoon was occupied al­
most entirely by the debate on Mr. 
Brewster’s naval resolution, and Pre­
mier McBride’s amendment The amend­
ment was to the effect that since the 
Imperial and naval authorities are now 
conferring on the question of Imperial 
defence, in any action that should be 
taken as a result of that conference the 
Dominion authorities be strongly urged 
to provide adequate defences on the Pa­
cific.

The Premier in his opening remarks 
said that the position of Mr. Brewster i 
seemed to indicate a change of front ! 
on his part oh the naval question, and 1 
he particularly complimented Mr. Wil­
liams. the seconder, tor his new point 
of view in these matters. That gentle­
man in the past had even opposed a 
vote of a few hundred dollars for the 
mi 1114a of the province, and it was grati­
fying to think that he would soon take 
ids place as a leading champion of mili­
tary defence. Dealing with the resolu­
tion Itself, he pointed out that the pro­
visions for defence made by the Laur­
ier government were ridiculously in­
adequate. They had purchased the Rain­
bow after it had been discarded by the 1 
British Admiralty, and surely what was 
hot good enough for the Britleh navy ; 
was not good enough for Canada.

The Conservatives had all along point­
ed out the fatuity of such a course of 
defence, and now that their party wàs in 
power at Ottawa Mr. Hasen was about 
to proceed to London to confer with the 
Admiralty authorities aa to the best me­
thods of Imperial defence. From Ms (the 
Premier’s) knowledge of Mr. Winston 
Churchill, he was sure that Mr. Hasen 
would receive -courteous and reasonable 
treatment, and if any joint action were 
possible between the two governments, 
it would certainly be taken. They could 
confidently await the outcome of that 
conference, and in the meantime any re­
solution from the legislature suggesting 
any line of ac^fent beyond a general one 
was premature." He was anxious to have 
the matter taken ont of politicn-and ask­
ed Mr. Brewster to withdraw hie resolu­
tion and second the amendment instead.

Mr. Brewster said the Premier could 
never get away from party politics in 
spite of his protestations, and his views 
now were quite different than when his 
own party was not In power at Ottawa, 
and he had wanted a navy at once. How­
ever, to show he was sincere in hla de­
sire to have the matter taken out of 
politics, be would, if the Premier agreed, 
move the amendment that had been sug­
gested and the Premier might second it.

The Premier said that he had no wish 
to take any credit from the gentleman 
opposite and acceded to the suggestion.

Mr. Williams explained his position 
in seconding the resolution. He

U

both the Premier end th, preee of the 
h.“n rLh”eem<!â to hav« misunderstood

I"/ „ Tht ''ule“ °r ‘he House required
It withe,T CO"'d be brou*h‘ before

without a mover and aecondcr. Thle
forTlhlrn! be nor the -"ember
for. th Ï, *6t the,r motion, be-
fore the House, without each seconding 
*'*, 0th"f- For this reason, he ha! 
quite willingly seconded the resolution, 
though personally he was strongly op. 
posed to any military or naval move, 
ment whatever He stood by the Social­
ist movement which made for peace.

MoPhlllips -Poke in reply to 
Mr. Williams. After discussing the 
naval problem in general, he concluded 
>> saying that the Socialist movement 

instead of making for peace, made only ( 
for disorder and unrest.

On the suggestion of the Premier., his 
amendment is to be redrawn as an ori­
ginal resolution, which Mr. Brewster 
will move and he will second at some 
future date, and iq the meantime the 
present resolution and amendment will 
he withdrawn from the order paper.

The only other business before the 
House was the consideration in com­
mittee of the bill to validate an agree­
ment between the city of Prince Rupert 
and the Grand Trunk Pacific Company.

A committee of locomotive engineers 
consisting of Messrs. R. Mee and Matt 
Crawford of Vancouver, and G. W. John- 

; Bon ot Cr&nbrook waited on Hon.
1 Thomas Taylor. Minister of Railways,
! this morning, with a request that the 
; rules prevailing on railways in British 
! Columbia be standardized to conform 
i w,th those in vogue over the rest of 

the American continent. At present 
j there are a number of minor differen- 

ces. Hon. Mr. Taylor promised that the 
1 request would*he met as soon as pos- 
| sible.

Mr. J. H. Hawthornthwaite lias re­
turned from England and is expected to 
be in his seat tomorrow.

; Victoria, Jan. 29.—This afternoon Mr. | 
{Parker Williams moved & vote of cen- |. 
pure on the Government" for 'its alleged | 
failure to make the Canadian Northern j 
Railway Company pay the same rate of ! 
wages as were paid for similar labor In i 
(the districts where the" work was being ^

, done. He stated that laborers fpr the 
Canadian Northern contractors in Esqul- ^ 
malt district were being paid only *2.25 gj 
a day, where men working for the Gov- g 
eminent or the municipality were paid ÿï; 
$2.75 a day. In support of this he pro- :■ 
d,uced affidavits signed by workmen em- 
ployed by C. N. P. contractors to show r- 
that they were only receiving $2.25 a | 
day. He also stated that he had itent 
men to employment offices in Victoria (j; 
to apply for work on that road, and the b. 
highest the common laborer was offered 
was $2.25.

Hon. Thos. Taylor. Minister of Rail- f 
ways, said lie bad heard no complaints, p 
or he would have had the matter inves- | 
(ligated and remedied. As it was he 
would take the matter up at the earliest 
opportunity.

Mr. Brewster seconded Mr. williams’ 
notion, baying that this was no new 
Matter, as he had brought similar things 

the attention of the Government in 
times past, and they had paid no atten-

The Premier said that the member for 
( Newcastle, in introducing the resolution, 
jtwae only indulging in a bit of grand- ! 
(stand play. The work on the Canadian j 
; Northern had now been going on for a 
I twelvemonth, and this was the first 
j complaint they had heard about wages, 
lit bis friend, who would make people 
{believe that he lay awake at night 
Creeping for the poor workingmen, were 
really sincere In this matter be should 
nave written to the department long 
>go, and If there were anything wrong 
(t would have been Investigated and 
-emedled. It was a matter of extreme 
gratification to the Government to know 
hat while this work was proceeding in 
Wry part of the province during the 
last year they had not before heard a 
ingle complaint. The Canadian Nor- 
hem was fulfilling its contract In 
(very wpy, and would have Its trains 
unnlng to the Pacific within two more 
ears.
Mr. Williams retorted that he would 

s soon think of being dVer-fair to the 
îovernment as to a rattlesnake, but In 

I his instance he had, if anything, been 
ver-falr, since he had first mentioned 
lie matter in his speech during the de­
late on the address, and had subse- 
luently brought it up by questions on 
lie order paW*\ bift the Government 
lad paid no attention to it If anyone 
lad been indulging In stage-play, "it wm 

I he Premier, and not'himself.
The motion was Voted down, onlyi 

ilessrs. Brewster and Williams sup­
porting it. Mr. Williams asked for a 
ecord of names, but the Speaker told 
,im that the rules of the House re­
tired that three members must ask for 
hese before they could be recorded. {

Mr. Tlsdall moved the first reading 4 
f the Vancouver Charter Amendments J 
HU, which was referred to the Private | 
lills Committee. ‘

Mr. Shaw Introduced a petition for ’ 
he incorporation of the city of Salmon

8 rm.
Hon. Mr. Bowser introduced bills to 

mend the Municipalities Incorporation^ 
iCt and îh» Inheritance Act- The for- ! 
1er gives the Gôvèrnfnenf po*èr to 
ary or reduce the limits of a munici­

pality on incorporation as they may 
eem expedient, and that in so doing 
hey may-, impose such conditions as 
hey think proper. The amendment to 
he Inheritance Act 6imply nullifies a 
Lange made by the Revising Commis»- 
toners and restores it to its original 

Igi isle. ; f ^ - -yt,.
j At the opening of the House, Mr.

I YILLIAM8. seconded by Mr. BREW» 
fTER, moved the following résolutif»
(f censure

__m.
of the schedule to the ‘Canadian

•‘Whereas, by subsection (c) of eec-

t or them Agreement,’ being chapter 3 
jhe Statutes of 1910, it is enacted: *Tt 
lie workmen and laborers employed 
(r about the construction of the

.. -

of



dm of railway shall be paid such rates 
t wane* aa may be currently payable 
i workmen and laborers engaged In 
Imllar occupation In the districts In 
bleb the said llnee of railway are be- 
i| constructed" : and 
“Whereas it Is a matter of public 

sow ledge that workmen are paid at the 
(tie of two dollars and twenty-fire 
tats per day. both as rock-drillers and 
gneral laborers, on the Canadian Nor- 
xern construction in the electoral dls- 
4ct of Esquimau. and 
; “Whereas the current rate of wages 
► Kequlmslt district for work of a slra- 
ar character to the abore Is much 
Igher than that paid by the Canadian

' “Therefore, be It resolved that this 
ouse censure the Government for Its 
ilhire to protect the workers on the 
uiedlan Northern construction."
Mr. WILLIAMS said that when the 
tnadlen Northern agreement was be- 

. jre the House he had moved sn a mend - 
> Unt to the effect that the lowest wage 
FÏ be paid on the road should be $2.64» 
v jday. - this the Premier refused to se­

pt. but had consented to the Insertion 
v' fs clause to the effect that the lowest 

liges to be paid should bo the current 
Ages paid for similar tabor in the dls- 
Ict where the work was being dona 

,1 tbs opening of the session, while 
««tkinc on the address, he had referred 
» the fact that In spite of this the 
ages being paid on Canadian Northern 

- instruction In the district of Ksqul- 
talt were only $3.25 a day. while the 
wrest wage paid to Government em­
ployees In the same district was $1.76, 
vhlle the city of Victoria paid 61 a day 

:.>or hammer men and 41.75 for pick and 
«hovel men for an eight-hour day. Hé 

■igeumed "that $1.76 a day would be a 
fair wage on Canadian Northern con­
struction. end It was the duty of the 
Government to compel them to pay It.
. When at the opening of the House he 
had stated that only $1.16 a day was 
being paid, the member for Esquimau 
had taken pafcps to correct him. It 
made him think that the member for 
Esquimau was paying more attention te 

‘the Conservative organisation in the 
'district than to the matter of wages. 
He (Mr. Williams) had secured state­
ments on affidavit from men employed 
by Olson A Op and Grant. Smith A Co., 
both contractors for the Canadian Nor­
thern in the Esquimau district and 

I these men both swore that they were 
only receiving $2.16 a day.

Theee affidavits he produced and read 
| to the House.

“I could produce any number of the 
same." he concluded, “and I may say 
that these men were Irishmen, who are 
capable of gprtngln* a pick and shovel 
with anybody." He added that as the 
Minister of Railways was comparative-
jjr new to hie position, h. eight not 

have been able to keep in touch with 
this matter, and In replying to some 

* questions he had placed on the order 
papers a few days ago he might have 
been misinformed. To make himself 
sure, be had sent a man down to the 
employment office In Victoria to enquire 

L for work on the Canadian Northern, and

Hon. Mr. TAYLOR said this was the 
first Intimation the Department of Rail­
ways had received In regard to this mat­
ter. Had It been brought to his atten­
tion earlier he would have caused an 
investigation to be made. In all con­
tract» entered Into by the Canadian Nor­
thern contractors a clause appeared to 
the effect that workers employed In and 
about construction must be paid similar 
wages to other laborers employed In the 
district. If there had been any infringe­
ment it wae unknown to the Depart­
ment of Railways. In regard to hie 
answers to certain questions put by the 
gentleman opposite, they" had been sup-

partment. and he had every reason to
believe that they

be would go Into the matter thoroughly.
end If be feund that current wages were
not being paid be would certainly Insist
on it ns a duty of the Government to

that they were paid.
Mr. BREWSTER said that this

entirely a new matter, as the Mln-
Rallways would lead the House

While It might be true as
the Canadian Northern,

not true
work on Vancouver

In life.
■wWi

. •

least a clause should be Inserted that In 
return for the privilege the railway 
companies should guarantee the peiy- 
ment of a certain rate of wages. It was 
also suggested that It be provided that 
no Orientals should be employed. This 
was met by the Premier with the state- : 
ment that such a clause would lead to I 
the disallowance of the act at Ottawa.
It wae then proposed that the wages 
paid should be the current wages paid 
to white laborers onlv. This did not 

1 suit the Government either, but the Pre­
mier said he would consent to insert a 
fair-wage clause to protect the laborer.
A little later he (Mr. Brewster) went 
over the construction work on Vancou­
ver Island, and he found to his surprise 
that not only wae a white man s wage 
not being paid, but the pay received 
was meagre even for Orientals, and 
when 76 cents a day was taken out for 
board. It would leave them practically 
nothing. He had written a letter call­
ing the attention of the Government to 
this, and yet they found the Govern­
ment etill complaining that some one 
had not called their attention to this 
•late of things, snd thgy expressed sur­
prise now that their attention was being ' 
called to the fact that current wages 
were not being paid on the Canadian 
Northern. It showed they were not at­
tending to. the matte;*, ahd he considered 
that the explanation of the Minister of 
Railways was not satisfactory.

Hon. Mr. McBRJDE said that it must 
bes quite patent to the Legislature that 
the motion under discussion was mors 
or 1WS stage-play. The member for 
Newcastle, with his usual aptitude to 
take advantage of anything that might 
secure for him pabilcity or notoriety, 
had discovered that on Vancouver is­
land the wages paid certain laborers 
was net up to the standard, and he 
must needs make a hero of himself on 
the floor of the Houae, so he let the 
time pass till the closing days of the 
month of January, then made his charge 
in solemn form with that deliberation 
he seemed to possess in dealing wltTr] 
matters of this kind. The work had * 
been going on for upwards of twelve 
months on Vancouver Island, and If" 
there was a grievance there had been 
ample time for the gentlemen opposite 
to present complaints to the Govern- | 
ment so that an Investigation would be 
forthwith 'made. If the gentlemen op­
posite were sincere, why had they not 
brought this matter to the Minister of 
Railways or to himself before this? No 
time would then have been lost In pro­
secuting sn Inquiry. But- Instead they 
allowed twelve months to elapse, and 
then In dramatic form launched thplr 
charge Against the Government. The 
most charitable criticism that could be 
passed upon them was that their insin­
cerity had been proved by the petRetic 
manner in which they had dealt with 
the question. If his friend from New­
castle, whose heart bled for the work­
ingmen, had been sincere he would have 
coroe to the Government, and they would 
have lost no time in seeing that the 
current mte of wages obtained.

“There haa not," he added, "been a 
complaint during the whole of the time 
that the work has been carried on either 
on the Mainland or island district, and 
It was natural for the Government to 1 
assume that every one was satisfied 
with whst he was receiving in return 
for his labor. I felt It to be a matter 
for dongratulatlon that in this tremen- 

! dous undertaking there had not been a 
j complaint In regard to these thlnga"

He continued that In connection with 
| the construction of the Grand Trunk 

Pacific, complaints had been forwarded 
and tbs matter was cleared up. Of 
course that wae a Dominion undertak­
ing, but this before the House was pure­
ly s provincial affair, snd if anything 
was wrong the Government would lose 
no time In Inquiring Into it. It wae at 
least satisfactory to know that every 
foot of the Canadian Northern Pacific 
that had been bargained for with the 
Government was now under construc­
tion. snd that the entire mileage would 
be completed within 24 months. In 
building from Edmonton west it wae 
expected that the trackage would be at 
the summit of the Rocky Mountains, 
the eastern boundary of British Colum­
bia, within the present year, so that If 
all the plans were carried out they 
should have trains running over the en­
tire system In two years from date.

• The member for Newcastle would 
lead the House to believe," he added, 
•that he lies awake at night shedding 
tears over their grievances, but I want 
the workmen ef this cenntry to

till, admlnl.tr.tlon ay. In much *hr 
the band.

! of the gimnber for Newcastle, and if 
j our attention le called to any wrong an 
, Investigation will be held without delay 

and the proper remedy applied." (Ap­
plause.)

Mr. WILLIAMS said he had never 
seen the Premier In a worse position 
than on this resolution. Though he 
would no more think of being over-fair 
to the Government than he would to a 
rattlesnake, he hsd. If anything, been 

fMhxf — s»«. •-----

over-fair to them In this matter. He 
had placed the resolution on the order 
paper two days ago, and previous to 
that had called the attention of the Min­
ister of Railways to It by a series of 
questions, and had also mentioned the 
matter when the House opened. He did 
not pretend to elt up at night bothering 
about the workingmen, and If there was 
any one fond of grandstand play it was 
the honorable gentleman who had Just 
accused him of being'deficient In his 
duty In not seeing that the Government 
did what it was paid for. He would 
have thought that as one who sat up at 
night thinking about the workingmen, 
and had teats on tap for all occasions, 
tfie member for Esquimau would have 
seen to a matter that concerned hls own 
district. Instead,, when at the opening 
of the House he «Mr. Williams) had 
stated that railway laborers In Esqui­
mau were being paid only $2.25 a day.

, that gentleman had been put up by the 
Government to contradict him.

Mr. JARDINE. "That is not a state­
ment of fact. It -was done on my own 
initiative, and without any- suggestion 
from any one else ";

Mr. WILLIAMS said if that were so 
h# would not have admitted It. lie con­
tinued that the Minister of Railways In 
replying to hie questions the other day 
had misstated the position, and had left 
him no other option than to bring this 
resolution before the House. The Min- . 
leter for Railways was being paid $S,eoo j 
a year to enforce the Statutes In this ' 
respect, and should earn hls salary. If ! 
the Premier was so solicitous for the f 
welfare of the workingmen as he pre­
tended to be. It would not have been ( 
necessary to introduce the resolution. ’ 

On question being called the motion 
was defeated, only Messrs. Brewster 

> and Williams supporting It.
Mr. WILLIAMS asked for names, in­

quiring hqw many Were necessary to 
secure the record?

"The rules requires three members," 
ssld Speakér Eberts. %

"Well, that fixes It," said Mr. Wil­
liams. subsiding with a smile.

GALLERY NOTES |

The Vancouver deputation, consisting 
bf Aids. Baxter, Williamson, King. En­
right, WoodSide, Cameron and Trimble, 
with Mr. W. A Macdonald, K.C., former 
city solicitor, had a long interview with ' 
the Government this morning. They 
placed before them the desirability of 
having the B. C. Electric Railway fran­
chisee in Hastings Townelte snd D.L. 
301 terminate at the same time as that 
In the city, and that if the city should 
see fit. It wsuM be in a better position 
ho buy out the company In 1111.

They also urged the expediency of 
the Government ceding to the city on 
reasonable terms is 1-2 acres In Hast­
ings Townelte a» the site for an Old 
People's Home. To the Minister of 
Public Works, Hon. Thos. Taylor, they 
addressed themselves for the purpose of 
securing, if possible, an appropriation 
for the construction of e bridge ever 
the ravine on Renfrew Street, and they 
also asked that provision be made for 
the improvement of Westminster ltoad 
in D.L. S$l.The Government seemed inclined I» 
consider favorably the request that they 
would sell the land needed tor the Old 
People s ^Home M the rate of $2,060 an 
•ora, and also that they would build a 
bridge on Renfrew Street and grant ap­
propriation for the improvement of 
Westminster Roed. The question of the 
tram franchises they promised to take 
Into consideration and give an answer 
St a later date.Deputations from the Exhibition Aa- 
sdciation and the Horse Shopr also wait­
ed on the Government with requests for 
appropriations. These requests the 

j Government promised to consider I» 
framing tbs estimates.

Fifteen thousand dollars was the sum 
asked from the Government by the de­
putation which came here yesterday

>*.•
&
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from the Vancouver Exhibition Associa­
tion. This amount is made up of |6,000 
grant and an additional allowance to­
wards meeting the deficit which has 
béeti incurred by the association. The 
deputation was made up of Messrs. J. J. 
Miller and- H. 8. Rolston. who are re­
spectively president and secretary of 
the association. Mr. William Holland, 
Mr. Wtlfjfllft. Brown, and Aids. Cameron, 
King and' Baxter. Mr. George E. Tro-I 
rey, Mr. Charles Doering and Mr. De- 
Wolf were also present, but did not 
speak, although they were understood 
to heartily endorse thé sentiments that 
were expressed by the others.

The deputation was accompanied by 
all the members of the legislature from 
Vancouver, and all of them gave their 
hearty support to the requests made.

Mr. J. J. Miller, who was the first 
speaker. Confined himself to introducing 
the deputation and to expressing the 
hope that the Government would be gs 
liberal as possible.

Mr. H. 8. Rolston referred to the re­
cent defeat by the electors of Vancouver 
of the bylaw making a grant for exhibi­
tion purposes This defeat, he said, was 
due not to any hostility of the people 
towards the exhibition, but to the fact 
that so many money bylaws were pre­
sented at the same time. The City 
Council of Vancouver, he added, had

Premier McBride asked that a "mem-! 
orandum be left with the Government* 
as to the amount wanted, and the mat­
ter would be taken up when the esti­
mates came to be considered. "1 at-, 
tended the fair last fall," said he, “and 
was pleasantly surprised at the fine 
buildings and wljh the improvements 
that had been made to the grounds. I 
had a very. cordial reception, and the 
exhibition, as I said then, is one that is 
evidently come to stay.”

jit was the finest display on the Con-

agement and volume of entries and ih 
the variety of classes of horses, but- a 
great deal more could be done if some

tlnent, not even excepting the 
show at New York. Vancouver 
first in the horse show business i

assistance were given along the lines of 
showing animals for breeding purposes. 
This wss one of the strong features of 

- the show, and he held that it was de­
serving of encouragement,

Mr. William Brown, president of the 
Floral Association, expressed the 

that if some help were given 
ilftng the lines of floriculture, Vancou­
ver In a few years would be able to hold 
ts own In this respect with any of the 

£B|gji§fe^bities. Already $106,000 Is paid 
for the wages ofinnually in Vancouve: 

those employed In this line of business.

fetty itself, but also to the advantage of [ 
(the province as a whole, 

jfgjfc Maxwell Smith spoke briefly of i 
. jiUm,benefit which fruit culture_ln the 
| province is deriving from the exhibition, i 
I ^ftpfeardlnarv fal1 fair In British Colum-1 
I 'HK said, does not furnish facilities 

for; the proper display or advertising of ! 
the agricultural features of the pro- 

i. vinoe* These fall fairs come too early for 
the professional apple grower to show 
;hls best varieties and a little too late 
for some of the important fruits that 
come early in the season. Mr. Smith re­
ferred especially to the growth of 
peaches, and «aid that although lie 
would not advocate peach orchards in 
British Columbia on a commercial scale. 1 
nevertheless a fruit display was valu-j 
able as showing the climatic conditions* 
and for tHa% reason should be encour-

j .Aldermen Cameron .King and Baxtet 
also supported the application for a

.V-.
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A tingle regretted and unanticipated 
circumstance in connection with the 
d*y's proceedings was to be noted in 
the many vacant seats of those reserv-

'

Picturesque Ceremony at 
F Buildings is Attended by 
S Many Prominent in Life of 
- British Columbia.

Speech from throne
TELLS OF PROSPERITY

Important Legislation is Fore­
shadowed—Little Business 
Transacted on First Day of 
Session

Brief and exceedingly business-ill^
I despite their old-time ceremonial char­

ter, were , the proceedings of yester- 
^ day incident to the inauguration of the 
T third session of British Columbia's jj 

twelfth parliament—proceedings which rs 
even in this hurrying century yet man­
age to retain more than a faint sug- 
geston of the romance and pteturesque- 

| ness of those mediaeval times to which 
r the origin of constitutional government 
! may be traced. There was the glitter 

I of gold-laced official uniforms, the brave 
rattle of bworde and play of service col- !

| ore, the quaint formality of prescribed 
procedure, the pomp and circumstance 

; and dignity of government by King and 
People in parliament aa it has been |- 
handed down through the centuries to ; •

I Britons of today.
And showing through and clearly 

| dominating all the picturesque symbol- 
I irm and historic forms was ever in :
I evidence the spirit of optimistic, con- i 
I quering, self-reliance—determination
] to have promptly done those, things '
1 surely malting for greatness in this new ;;
] country of Infinite possibilities— the i 
genius of practical and patriotic pro-

gvers and well oeaslderad growth in :
nationhood. r ”v" ' . Pjr I

Excellent Arrangements
As to the opening itself yesterday: 

Nothing could have moved with finer | 
precision and quiet order. To the grati­
fication of all, Mr. Speaker Eberts had1 
sufficiently recovered from hie recent- 
indisposition to bear with his "accustom- : ;
ed dignity and tact his principal part 
iu proceedings inaugurating another 
session of the house over which he so 
capably presides; while Sergeant-at- 
Arme C. L. Cullln and hie experienced 
aide, Mr. J. W. Lorimer, had made so: 
complete arrangements In their impor­
tant department that seemingly no 
minutest detail had been overlooked pro­
viding for the smoth running of the 
house machinery or for the comfort and 
convenience of the distinguished com­
pany attending as official guests of tbag 
occasion. Theae included a numerous! 
representation of the corps diplomat!-'- - 
que, and many who have played their! , 
parts in the past or today are playing; 
them In the political, religious, profei 
sional and larger industrial life of ~ 
tlsh Columbia—the Hon. J. B. 
first speaker of the colonial 
former pnmfars 
president 
railway,

.
•L- ' ; -
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house, in refer- 
matjtcr of’ 

regret that tin:
l*Mie and interesting representative of < 

Maria iintt titty Is at Wre-nt- In Xbc old 
country, anid according to’rp#bsent in-, j 
formation will not be here late in
flit; session at best to bear his accus­
tomed active part in ,tîhe délibéra lions 
or tliv assembly. _

Punctual Ig AtteAdanoe 
His Honor. • the Ideu^HnanUGoycrnor 

HViiv. U almost upon llm .stroke Of three, Î 
attended by his secicrury. Mr. Muskett, * 
hie personal aide de camp. Captain Tyr4.V 
nhitt-Drai(v. and his.official «tait, upon 
Which for the first istlpe In British Co-»'T 
lumbia’s history, tiî.6 ‘hsval wing was 
i épresentative sôielÿ of ,tixc rDo^Uinlon. 1 

"'l'bé staff included Commander R. f.
N., Engineer-Commander Sr. i
Lieut. Moore. Lieut. Holt, LjSH? Ed- I 
wards.. Engineer , Lieut. Bury, Pay­
master Jackson and Staff-Sergt. .«mythe, 
all of H. Mi C. S. “Rainbow.” w|th Col. 
Wed more, D. O. C.,' Col. Currie* C. G.

| A., Captain pouiîiës of the perffianent 
forces. Lieut. Mulcahy, Captain Clark,», 
Lieut. Gordn Smith. Captain Wollas- 

| ton, Captain Longstaffe, an<) Lieut, 
j Selfe. The guard of honor for the day 
vas furnished, with the excellent band, 
exclusively by The Fifth P.eghnent, 

land was commanded. Captafn ana 
| Adjutant. Stern, ; assisted by Lieuts.

Robertson and Rad.- • 
j Upon being seated, His Honor Ihe 
j Lieut.-Governor was pleased to greet 

parliament in His Majesty's behalf and 
forecast sessional activities in the fol­
lowing

Speech Prom the Throne
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the 

Legislative-’ Assembly: " '
It is with pleasure that I welcome 

you to the third session of the twelfth 
parliament of British Columbia, 

j The ceremonies attendant on the cor- jj 
! onation of their majesties the king and | 
(queen were in po part of the empire 
j observed with greater loyalty end af­
fection than in this province. . It is 

>fitting to note that- British Co'umbia 
waa 6y invitation officially represented 
in London on that occasion.

The presence of his royal highness 
the Duke of Connaught at Ottawa as 
govyrnor-genergl of Canada Is regarded 
by the people of the Dominion as a 
special murk of the ,oyal favor; and I 
am confident it will be a pleasing duty- 
on your part to adopt an address of]': 
welcome to be presented to his royal ; 
highness.

Having completed his term of office 1 
as his majesty's representative in the. 
Dominion, Earl Grey, on his return to! 
the motherland, takes with him the 
warmest regard of the Canadian people, r ; 
The great interest he haa always 
evinced in this province entitles him to ) 
a lasting place In the hearts of British i 
Columbians.

The long-standing difficulties in con­
nection with the Songhees Indian re- 

] serve, Victoria city, have been adjusted, 
land the reserve has-passed into the 
i possession of the province, while due 

?» provision has been made for another 
i reserve for the Indians.

The report of the commission ap- 
! pointed during the ye«tr to inquire into 

! the subject of taxation Is ready and 
will be presented to you In due course.

| The consolidation of the provincial 
[statutes has been completed, and the 
| result of the work or the commission 
j will be laid before you.

Following the report of the forestry 
commission, legislation lias been 
|p providing fin* a department"mi&ot *

and



and a Util it til bt MbmlttaU REVENUE B
lhe minister of puhti^ works In connec­
tion with the development of Strath- 
cone park. You will be *sked to place 
a sum in the estimates to. provide for 
a vigorous prosecution of tiie undertak­
ing during the coming season.

During the year the first minister, 
together with the attorney-general and 
the minister of lands, visited Ottawa to 
dlscusp with the Dominion authorities 
various imporant questions affecting 
th<1 province. The papers dealing with 
these mattery will be placed before you.

As one of the results of this confer­
ence with the federal government, it: 
has been arranged that the administra­
tion of the water in the railway belt [ 
will be carlred on under the water 
branch of the provincial lands depart­
ment. A bill to give effect to this 
agreement will be submitted to you In j 
due course.

The rapid growth of the business of 
the province has called for a necessary ; 
Increase in public works. Under the ’ 
authority of the legislation passed last j 
session, a contract has been awarded 
for the much-needed extension of the ! 
parliament buildings, and the work is j 
now proceeding.

Owing to the Increased demand for 
transportation facilities, measures will ! 
be placed before you designed to fur­
ther encourage Hie building of rail­
ways In the province.

It Is interesting to note that sub­
stantial progress Is being made with 
the preliminary work leading up to the 
establishment of a provincial univer­
sity. Land clearing operations are un­
der way at the university site, and 
steps are being taken to give effect to 
Abe provisions of the. Act . ,,

You will be asked to provide a suf­
ficient -grant to permit of a formal 
opening of the university at the fall 
term of If 12.

The public accounts for the past fis- 1 
cal year and the estimates of expend­
iture for the coming year will be duly 
laid before you.

I feel assured that these and all ; 
other matters submitted to- you will re- ! 
celve your most careful consideration, 
and that you will be guided In your 
deliberations by what you believe to be 
in the best Interests of the province.

Upon His Honor's withdrawal with 
his cdlcial company—interesting motl. n 
picture» of his arrival and departure 
wore, by the way. secured by the pro­
vincial photographic expert for exhibi­
tion usee—Mr. Speaker Eberts resumed 
the ebair; prayer was offered by Yen. 
Archdeacon Striven, and the customnry 
pro forma resolutions marked the in­
auguration of the sessional business 
prrceeding*.

Tiret Bill Of See.ton
As precedent would seem to have or- • 

dntned, the first bill of the year was 
introduced by Attorney-General Bowser. « 
and took Its Initial reading this being 
a merely technical measure amending j 
the act whlcn governs the administra­
tion of small estates of the Insane. Re­
turns were also brought down by Fin- 
A nee Minister Ellison of the public hc- j 
ci'lints for the last fiscal year, and by ; 
Hon. Dr. Young, of the fortieth report 
of the department of education, the first 
report of the provincial sanitary 1 n*p« <•- 
tor. the fourteenth report of the pro­
vincial board of health, and the year!> 
report of the Hospital for the Insane • 
over which Dr. Doherty preside*.

The house shortly aft rw irds r w.-. 
after the formal motion by the 1 rentier 
fur the taking lute consideration this! 
afternoon of His Honor's speech, when

Provincial Accounts Show To­
tal of Nearly $10,500,000 
—Expenditure Estimated at 
Over Eight Millions

BIG INCREASE OVER
PREVIOUS YEAR

The public accounts for the laet com­
pleted fiscal year, which were presented 
to the provincial legislature yesterday 
by Finance minister Ellison, show In 
unchallengeable terms the satisfactory 
condition of the country's business and 
its substantial growth during the 
twelvemonth under review, an Increase 
In revenue over that of the last preced­
ing year of ll.llS.lSe.Sl being recorded, 
while the Increase In the aggregate of 
public expenditure», keeping pace sym- ! 
pathetically with the growth and devel­
opment of the province, amounted to SLr 
•11.S09.88. the grand totals for the con- |

sums In sash in the hands of die
aggregating SSiS.S9S.71) ot 

lees an amount than SS.t44.197.SS.
Xnsraa— ofllVei Cent.

Analysis of the several sources, 
provincial Income producing the gi 
al loarsase of slightly better than e 
teen per cent in revenue Indies tee 
velopment and expansion in alt dep

well mail
ifor while land
]obla exception ---- -- , «www#
for the year from 88,618,1*6.76 to $1.- 
4S1,SSl.Se, this 1» almost offset by the 
one related item #f land revenue, leap-
ring wlthta the year from 1175.778.11 to 
| S821.686.9S. Other conspicuous examples 

of Increase are noted In the advance of 
license receipts from $61,961.49 to |92,- 
«91.00; of succession duties from $108. 
496.89 to I800.4S9.88 (almpst doubling); 
of registry fees from S40S. 826.16 to 
6613.092.28; of wild land Uses from 
$880,984.71 to 1116,116,SS; of printing of­
fice receipts from $66,194.44 to 1127.- 
776.49; of rebates under the Chinese re­
striction act from $866.800.00 to $1,066.- 
000.00; of fishing and cannery licensee 
from $11.140.00 to $12.067.79, and of In­
terest from S167.49S.il to $112.772.40— 

a very different.condition froW that in­
dicated In the accounts for 1902-8 (the 
first year of the McBride regime) when 
the Interest total appearing In the state­
ment of provincial revenue amounted to 
exactly $866.61.

Comparative Table
Comparatively the tabulated revenues 

for the two fiscal yeafrly periods are 
I thus set forth in abstract: -

a not-

Mr. Watson (Vancouver) and Mr. Lucas 
(Y île) will respectively move and set- 
end the resolution In reply.

As in other years, the business ses­
sions of the house sue at the hour of 
.two.. ' N-'-'-t

8e



oual property tax |21,73$.25; Income j 
tax, 134.921.27; provincial home. ♦10;* 
interest. $11.70; and miscellaneous re­
ceipts, $3,006.42, a total t>f $428*01 i.53. 
ar, contrasting with a total revenue tot* 
Vancouver city of 56i.208.39. from New 
Westminster city of $162,226.83. and 
from Nanaimo city of $72,177.11 Re­
gistry fees in this city lead the pro­
vince Vancouver's showing being $235,- 
680.08. the slight Increase in general 
revenue from the first mainland city \

\
Dominion of Canada— ... . .

Annual payment of Interest ..................................................
Annual payment of Subsidy ..................................... ..
Annual payment of Grant per capita ..................... ..
Annual payment for Lands conveyed .............................
Annual payment of special grant "B.N.A. Act, 1907'...
Land Sales .................... ..............................................................
Land Revenue .................. .........................................................
Survey Fees .......... .......................................
Rents, exclusive of Land ........................................................
Timber Leases .......... ..................................................................
Timber Royalty and Licences ................................................
Free Miners* Certificates ........................................................
Mining Receipts, General .....................................................
Licences, Trade and Liquor (see note) .............................
Licences, Game ..........................................................................
Licences,'-Commercial Travelers .....................-...............
Fines and Fees of Court ......................................................
Probate Fees ..........................................................................
Succession Duty ........ ...............................................
Law Stamps ................................................................................
Registry Fees ........................ ....................................................
Sale of Government Property ...........................*..............
Marriage Licences ................ ...................................................
Revenue Tax ......................................................................
Real Property Tax ..................................................................
Personal Property Tax .............................................................
Wild Land Tax (Including Coal and Timber Lands)...
Income Tax ........................... .....................
Mineral Tax ..................................................... .
Royalty and Tax on Coal ......................................... .............
Revenue Service Refunds ................. i....»
Tax Sale Deeds ..........................................................................
Tax on unworked Crown-granted,Mineral Claims........
Commission and Fees on Sales for Taxes ............ ..
Printing Office .......................................................................
Registered Taxes (all denominations) ...............................
Bureau of Mines .......................«................................
Hospital for the Insane ............................... .............. ..
Provincial Home .....................................,.................... ..
Reimbursements for keep of prisoners .........................
Chinese Restriction (Act. 1884, Dominion Statutes)...
Traffic Tolls, New Westminster Bridge ................
Interest ............................. ..........................................................
Dykes Assessment Act, 1905 (tax on lands against capi­

tal charge) .......... .. ................................ ..
Boiler Inspection Fees ............................................................
Log-scaling Fees .............. .................. .............................
Fishing and Cannery Licences ..........................................
Miscellaneous Receipts ..............................................................

Interest on Investment of Sinking Funds.

Net Revenue

1909-1910 1910-1911 [
1 29,151.06 $ 29,151.00 t
150,000 00 150,000.00 E
142.925 60 142,925.00 1
100,000.10 100,000.00 $
100,000.00 100.000.00 \

.618,188.75 2,431,231.36 5
175,778.11 321.586.98 [

15,871.85 18,052.97 |
109.00 230.00 f

85.875.29 106,857.", 5
,234,099.31 2,357,951.32 ij

53.05f.07 68.837.sii ;J
91,256 75 105,319.55 1
58.951.49 92.498.00
7,280.00 7,815.00 ,

700.00 200.00 i
30,784.00 46,203.69 i
19.463.86 37,294.41 Ug

108.495.39 200.459.88 ?-
24,500.20 30,992.30 H

408,826.15 613.092.22 ‘1
2,058.57 7,820.82 fit

17,490.00 17.580.00
260,682.00 313.338.00
335,744.26 352,372.44 .
161,692.88 179.052.70 -
250,904.71 34 6,130.83 ;
190.964.16 192,934.78
102.608.US 91,038.43 i
222,722.91 248.332.86

1,735.25 1,463-32 g
510.00 560.00 l

39,860.65 42,020.84

65.194.44 127,776.49 r
204.72 38.91 k
687.00 917.00 K-

24,064.67 26.274.07 il
3.895.83 308.30
1.286.20 793.45 t

356,200.60 1,066.000.00 V
29,901.35 23,817.81 "

157,493.13 248,772.40 fc
19,080.0" G9,080.07 j>

19.614 62 20.827.04 fj
21,698 75 27,518.M t
31.340.00 82.657.79 :
45,632.70 62.751.48 i

8,818,596 10,430,968.42 j
.. 56,145 61,923.85 >

$,874,741.94 10,492,892.27
ter, which remain as substantial as- ; 
sets of the province, as shown by the ; 
subjoined table:

. Expenditures throughout the year 
jhave been chiefly upon public works of 
\ ja permanent and reproductive charac-

Expendltures
1909-1910

d 1.—-Public Debt:— x ■ ■ ie
§1 interest ..............................................................................

«Sinking Funds (chargeable to Investment aec't.) 
as follows:
Trustees' account, interest Invested. “Loan

Act. 1887" .....................................................................................
account, Interest invested, “Loan

333,112.53

interest invested, "Loan

•95, '99

8.577i3? 

8,786.» 4.

4 7,358*02

2,677.18
5.080.64

, .

gsk,

Trustees'
Act. 1887" ........

Trustees* account.
Act, 1887" ............................................................

Trustees’ acebunt “Loan Acts, 1891, '93, '95, *9»
and 1902" ................ «U

Trutees' account Interest invested. '93,
and 1902 J.................................................................

Sinking Fund, “Dyking Assessment Adjustment 
Act. 1905“

Premium and Exchange ....................... .. • • « > • • • • » • •
Discount and Commission ..................................... .
Incidental Expenses of negotiating Loan. 1992....
xRedemption of Debentures (Loan Act. 1807)........

xRedemption of $100,000 Dyking Debentures (pur­
chased before maturity @............................91

xRedemption of $71,000 before maturity <0) .93 
xRedemption of $26.000 before maturity @ .95........

2. —civil Government (Salaries).., «... .. ...........
3. —Administration of Justice (Salaries)......"...........
4. —Legislation
5. —Public Institutions (Maintenance):—

Printing Office ............................... .... ...............
Hospital for the Insane................................. .............• 120.605.69
Museum
Provincial Home
Bureau of Mines ........ ...........................
Fisheries (hatcheries and administration)............

6. —Hospitals and Charities .............................................
7. —Administration of Justice (other than Salaries)
8. —Education
9. —Transport .... v> >

10. —Rent ....................
11. —Revenue Services
12. —Public Works:—

Works end Buildings 
Parliament Buildings 
Government House. Victoria 
Roads. Streets. Bridges and Wharves.
Irrigation ................................................... ..
New Westminster Bridge .....7 
Surveys ......

13. —Miscellaneous

2,9*8.82 $ 
6.411.04 :

66,030.00 23.750.00 |p
389.700.87 503,676.44
161.785.81 161.286.67
1H.4S6.8C 71.500.87

90.015.58 126.815.65 ^
120.605.69 131,329.73 '

5.224.47 6.623.71 t ■
16,916.18 16,721.68

4,201.16 4,421.03 -,
21.728.03 17.508.86 r

209.442.1 1 30 (.605.01
213,386.61 223,339.36 •
587.935.61 680,141.76

60.104.43 64.251.00 £

97.268.89 6i.007.68 '

811.163.79 1.060.2*6.74

22.106.83 ts.sts.ioL-
2,012.103.42 S.072,606.00 f

'668.463.66 4 73.267.06 ^
564,462.36 86t.693.2G V-

6,616.935.51 . 8.392.273.38 i
•Less amount of Sinking Funds as above, chargeable

HSSLT' » ■ :<'jc3fc6l&4t

to Investment account

xT46H8 Redemption of Debentures 
chargeable against Loans ...

163.942.24,

6.462.993:27

70,010.00

169,720.43 

S.222,662.96 

27.760.00 .

Net Expenditure ............................................. $6.382.993.27 $8.194.802.05
The abstract of the last fiscal year's expenditures may be thus set forth
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PümqiR..... ■?...................................................... ,| HMiMi ■
Civil Government (Salaries) ...................................■'••••«<'............................. 503,678.44 1
Administration of Justice (Salaries) ................... ................................ . 161,286.67
legislation .................. - • - • •......................................•••*..................... t~..... 71,500.87
Public instltutiohs ...........................................  .102.320.67 «I
Hospitals and Charities ................................................................... «.................. .104.606.01
Administration of Justice (other than Salaries) ............................................. 223.320.30
Education ............................................................................................   6K9.141.75
Transport ................................................................................................ .............. .. . 51.251.00 ,
Revenue Service...................................................................   57.007.08
Public Works:—

Works and Buildings .....................................................fl.060.245.74
Government House. Victoria .................................. 1S.34S.76
Roads. Streets, Bridges. Wharves, Subsidies 3.072.696.00

Surveys and Improvement of Lands.............................. 473.267.06
----------- =------ 4.624.558.46

Miscellaneous ...............       861,583.25

M.332.273.38The following items, not Included In the above Ex­
penditure. have been paid out of the ordinary
revenue of the Province:— —

Nakusp and Slocan Railway, in excess of earnings f 20,418.54 
Victoria and Sidney Railway, 2 per cent guarantee 

of interest on bonds........................................................ 6.300 0n

I 26.718.64
Less surplus from Shuswap and Okanagan
Railway over and above payment of interest... 4.167.31 22.552.23

Total Expenditure ................................................................. .. 16.414.125.61

.

Analysts by Districts
Further annIrais of the fiscal year’s 

revenue, by district*, shows the follow­
ing sources of provincial income origin­
ating In Vancouver Island and contig­
uous districts:

Victoria City—Trade anti liquor 
licenses $89i: fines and fees of court. 
|1 ,€26.14*. probate fe*«, $19.683.86; eur- 
• emtlon doty. $65.323.76: law rtamps, 
$3.217.66; rcgHt r> fees. SJS3.163.4S; 
ntuildaC il* cnees, 53,31»; retenue tuX.

m
ilNPw- %

fl-.. '<V, ■ • > ,
' ' •-

being attributable to revenue and per- ' <.
sor.al property »ax collections.

Knanlch District—I.dnd sales. $1,24#:
1 .td revenue. $111.33; trade and llquot* 
licenses, $130; revenue tax, $2.700: per­
sonal property tax. $587.80; and Income 
UX. $191.10—I4.3J7.9X

The Islands—Land sales. $3.35: land 
retenue, $3; trade and liquor licenses 
$362.60; revenue tax. 8868; real property 
tax. 82.822.63; personal property tax.
$v 43.88; laud taxes. $846.08; Income lux, ;

y mmmm

'

-- -d\

If the government shall ask the ,
! Lieutenant-Governor to grant a disso­
lution of the House and a new election, 
there will be nothing at all unpreced­
ented in such a course. The practice 
both at Ottawa and London, as well as 
In many of the provinces. Is not to 
allow a legislature to live out its full 
term, and In a province like British 
Columbia, into which there is a constant 
influx of new people, and in which new 
areas are being opened up, it Is excel­
lent policy to have elections at frequent 
intervals so that the legislature may be 
truly representative. If the present 

* House Is not dissolved until after Its 
’ fourth session, that is in 1813, and the 

; next House shall sit -out its full term 
there would be one election between 

" 1909 and 1917, which we submit is too 
» ’ long a period for the affairs of the pro- 

j vince to be carried on without an ap- 
iP«*l tP the people in view of the rapid 
jph I»; reuse In the population and the 
Ü1 changing conditions of the community, 

lor this reason. If for no other, if

“

m
'J* Mr. McBride shall determine to advise 

the Lieutenant-Governor that a dlsao- 
■ lut ion after the present session Is 
’ desirable, he will be consulting the pub- 
£ lie Interest. Opponents of the govern* 
i ment will no doubt object; but they 
\ will also object if he permits the House 
! to lire out its full term. Mr. McBride 
; is not very likely to do in this or any* 

other matter of vital importance what 
, his captious critics say he ought’ 
, to do, for experience has shown that 

tliey are never right

• ïS 2C

Æ
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$70.82. and interest. $8.99—$6,160.32. 1
Esquimau— T«a nd Kales. $12,904.30; 

Ian*: revenue $6.639: survey fee V 
$616.40; timber leases. $2,412.95: tr:id* 
and liquor UctHiws. $2,900; revenue i «x. I 
$5.716; real property tax. S17.IÎ6..V. 
personal property tax. $2,096.95: l»*h<l 
taxes. $6.906.00, Income tax $119.30; 
taxe» on un worked crown-pra’nted min­
eral claims, $244.50; tax sale dcc^A 
$10; revenue service refunds,1 $18.75$ 
printing office, $2.35; and interest. 
$64.40—$68.600.41.

Cowlchan—Land sales, $1,199.01 ; land 
r.-wi.ue, $630.42; survey fees $249.75; 
trade and liquor llcens.-s, "$1.447.60; 
game licenses, $63; fines and fees of 
evurt. $290.50; law slumps, $32.50: mar- j 
risse IW-enses. $60; revenue tax. $3.796; 
tt-a". property tax, $3,343.5V; personal 
property tax. $2 514.29: land taxes. j
$11,633.17; iheoim* tax. 8178.62; tax on 
vnworked crown granted mineral claims. 
81.043; raven so service refunds. $10.50: 
printing .•Rice. $1.50; interest, $26.56;. 
and mis* ••«lu.ivtfnis. .6)—$28,397.88. \

Albemi—Land sales. $60.523.53: land 
r v« nue $1.661.04; survey fees, $94$;» 
Umber ’jesses. $20,769.95; timber toy 4 1
ally, $82.63; mining receipts general. 
$713.25; fro- miners’ certificates.
268.Ifi; trstsj fcbd liquor HceiiWii, $2.^ 
030; lines and fees of court, $807.25; 
probate foes, $1; law stamps. $26.20; 
sale of government property, $6; marrf- 
ngc licenses <65; revenue tax. $5.4 45; 
real property tux, $4.466.34; personal I
property tax, $701.20; land taxes. $33,- |
C26.73; income tax. $87.95; taxes on un- j
v til ed crown-granted mineral claims. 
$1.431; revenue .service refunds, $23.25; 
printing office, $5; royalty and tax on 
‘ "ul. $104.70, interest, $1,645.10; and |
ml seel Is nantie, $26i.il—$i 17.087.43.

Nanaimo City—La id revenue, $818.26; 
trade and liquor licenses, $1,201.28; 
game licenses. $3^6; Ones and fees of 
court, $619.50: probate fees. $1,167.67; 
siiccesKiun duty, $2.439 42: law stamp*, 
$616; sale of government property, $10; 
riplHry fees, $3U; marring*,1 licenses, 
$18C; rc von tie tax, $7.088; real property 1
tux. $1,762.70; personal property tax. 
$3,404.87: hind taxes. $230.86; incone _ 
tax;, 8662.30; royalty and tax on cool, 
$50.343.38; Interest. $35.97: aim Wjscel- 
l:iI'cous, #1.138.45—$72,177.

North Nanaimo—Lund sates. $604.25: 
land revenue. $1,127.; survey fees. $40; j 
r,nts, $16; trade and liquor licenses. 
$772.50; lines and fees of court, $96; 
revenue tax, $4.887; real property tax, 
$3,103.67; personal property tax, 
$177.93; land taxes, $3,642.46; Incoma 
tax. $30.46; tax sale deeds, $30; interest. 
$47.80, and miscellaneous, $15—$14,- 
600.10.

South Nanaimo—Lund sales. #264.4 
land revenue. $1,646; rente. $66; trade 
and liquor licenses, $1,427.50: lines and 
foes of court. $110; marriage licenses, 
$10; revenue tax. $8.646; real property 
tax, $3,862.67; personal property tax, 
Jl.117.15; land taxes. $14.111.06'. Income 
tux, $284.66; mineral tax. $240.44; fax 

unworked crown granted minera 
M4I.S8; tax «la d

6.1



tax, 18,440.27; personal _ _____
$2,790.66 ; land taxes, $61,067 82 . Income 
tax, $304.81; taxes on unworked crown- 
granted mineral claims, $557.75; tax iU 
sale deeds, $10; revenue service re­
funds, $69.76; printing o^ce, $14.25;, 
provincial home, $110; roya&y and tax 
on coal, $65,238.50; Interest, $196.69 
and miscellaneous, $144.67--$177,653.26.

The general balance sheet of the pro- . 
vince as presented by the deputy min­
ister of finance, Mr. J. McB. Smith, and 
testified by the auditor-general, Mr. J.
A. Anderson, appears hereunder;

I

j office, $7.50; royalty and tax on coal,
! $31,040.20; Interest, 862.85, $60,992.66.

Comox-—Land sales, $14,893.98; land 
j revenue, $8,193.95; survey fees, $269.05;
I timber leases, $20,422.82; trade and 
j liquor licenses, $3,235; fines and fees ot 
j court, $806; probate fees, $14.80; suv- 
; cession duty, $68.60; marriage licenses,
| $125; revenue tax, $12,591; real property 

ASSETS
! Dominion Government, Section 2, Perms of Union.............................$ 683,021 40
j Sinking Fund Loan, 1887 (Invested In London).................................. 288,820 21 |

Sinking F^nd Loan, 1891, '93, *96, '99 & '02 (Invested In London)
(Inscribed stock)............................   1,673,264 80

| Sinking Fund Loan, B.C. Dyking Debentures, 1897 & 1909.............. 66,496 26
! Canadian Bank of Commerce, account current (cash on deposit.... 5,670,979 49

Other banks within the province (cash on deposit)............................. 2,798,766 25
| Canadian Bank of Commerce i^gold bar deposit account).................. 511 18 1
! Bank of Montreal, Land Registry Assurance Fund deposit (Land

Registry Act, 1906)...................................................................................
Glyn, Mills, Currie & Co., London...............................................................
Victoria & Sidney Railway Co. (amount paid for Interest on the

Company’s1 bonds)..................................,,......................
1 Advance to farmers for seed in 1895 (cé Fraser river floods)....
i Nakusp and Slocan Railway, mortgage account.......................

Shuswap and Okanagan Railway Co. (amolmt paid for interest on 
! bonds, etc., in excess of Dominion subsidy and net earnings.. j Nakusp and Slocan Railway Co. (amount paid for interest on bonds,

etc., in excess of Dominion subsidy and net earnings.. i........
! Security Investment in B.C. 3 p.c. stock for B.C. Plate Glass In­

surance Co.t............ .. ................................................. ..
1 Bank of Montreal, Montreal (cash deposit by the Royal Trust Co.
I as security under sec.* 2, of the "Companies incorporation
| Act. 1906»)................ >............................................................................

Imperial Bank of Canada, Vancouver (cash deposited by the West­
ern Fire Insttrance Co. as security under sec. 6 of the "Com­
panies Act of Incorporation, 1910)......................... ................ .

! Comox Creamery Association (Loan, "Dairy Association Act")....
! Abbotsford Creamery Association (loan “Dairy Association Act")

1 Salt Spring Island Creamery Association (loan “Dairy Ass. Act»’)
! Okanagan Creamery Association (loan ."Dairy Ass. Act'')...................'
I White Valley Creamery Association (loan, "Dairy Ass. Act”).........
j Cowlchan Creamery Association (loan, "Dairy Ass. Act’»)........ ..

Dewdney Municipality (loan "Dewdney Municipality Relief Act,
1906).................................................................................................... ..

Canada Zinc Co. (loan, "Canada Zinc Cb. Loan Act, 1908")...............
Thos. H. McKay, late, collector, Vancouver........................... ........

| City of Prince Rupert, advances for sewers, water-works and fire
protection........ ...............................................................................................

City of Prince Rupert, advance for compilation of assessment roll
Rural Districts School Tax (advances to schools).................................
Chilliwack ‘Dyking District (capital charge against lands, under

1 the "Dyking Assessments Adjustment Act, 1905").......................j Coquitlam Dyking District (capital charge against lands, under
the "Dyking Assessments Adjustment Act, 1905")..............

j Maple Ridge Dyking District (capital charge against lands, under
1 the “Dyking Assessments Adjustment Act. 1905").....................
i Matsqul Dyking District (capital -charge against lands, under the 
| "Dyking Assessments Adjustment Act, 1905»’)..........»...*.
| Pitt Meadows Dyking District, tract No. 1 (capital charge against 

lands, under the “Dyking Assessments Adjustment Act, ’85”)..
| Pitt Meadows Dyking District, tract No. 2 (capital charge against 

lands, under the "Dyking Assessments Adjustment Act, ’05”)..
’ Coquitlam Dyking District, interest account...........................................
j Chilliwhack Dyking District, interest account............................... '.........
J Maple Ridge Dyking District, interest account....,.............................

I Matsqul#- Dyking District, interest account........ .............«....................
j Chilliwhack Dyking District, maintenance of dykes.............................
j Coquitlam Dyking District maintenance of dykes........ .V..........
I Maple Ridge Diking District, maintenance of dykes.......... ................
| Matsqul Dyking District, maintenance of dykes.................... ..........
| Pitt Meadows Dyking District, tract No. 1 (maintenance of dykes..

Pitt Meadows Dyking District, tract No. 2 (maintenance of dykes) .. 
j Advances to Departments, viz.:—

Hon. Prov. «ec........$2.807 75
Hon. C. C. Lands.. 7,700 00 
Hon. Att.-General... 790 00
Public Wke. Engin’r 1,400 00

«esSS

56.173 95 
227 31

112,245 00 
15,626 33 

647,072 00

970 00

16.000 HO 
1,606 00 

400 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
8,000 00 
2,000 00

13,369 27 j
26.064 29 

836 85

105,213 50 
905 55 

4,432 47 i
199,969 30

*57,982 71

127,388 13 ;

125,000 00

17,815 32 !

17,663 68 
661 20 
688 37 
687 23 ? 

1.077 00 
2.473 62 ' 
2.390 68 
2.173 47 
4.995 61 :

• 82 27 '
156 35

Supt. of Police.......... $ 250 00
Agt.-Gen. .London . . 654 00
Dept, of Agriculture 4,892 42
Assessors ........... 300 00

Public Wks. Assist.. 600 00 | S. Baxter, Ins. Boilers 150 00
Surveyor of Taxes.. 150 00 | Inspectors of Offices 250 00

Cash balances In hands of District Agents.....................
Cash balance on hand at Treasury........ ..

LIABILITIES •
British Columbia Loan (Act, 1887) bearing 4% p.c. int. pay. London $ 
British Columbia Loan (Act. 1387) bearing 3 p.c. Int. pay London
British Columbia Loan (Act. 1893) bearing 3 p.c. int pay. London
British Columbia Loan (Act, 1895) bearing 3 p.c. int. pay. London
British Columbia Loan (Act, 1899) bearing 3 p.c. Int. pay. London
British Columbia Loan (Act, 1902) bearing 3 p.c. int. pay. London
British Columbia Loan (Act. 1903) bearing 3 p.c. int. pay. Victoria 
British Columbia Loan (Dyking Debenture Acts, 1897, 1898 and 1899

payable at Victoria................................................................................ ..
Railway Guarantee Bonds (Nakusp and Slocan Railway Aid Act,

1894........................ .......................................................... ................................
Deposits (Intestate estates, etc.)...*..........................
Deposits (Suitors’ funds, "Suitors' Fund Act’’)......... .. . :'.V
Deposits (surplus moneys from tax sales)......................... ...............
British Columbia Plate Glass Insurance Co. (security deposit, sec.

3 of the Companies Incorporation Act. 1901).................................
Royal Trust Co. (security deposit, sec. 2 of the Companies Incor­

poration Act, 1905).......... .............................. ...........................................
Westel.i Union Fire Insurance Co. (security deposit, sec. 6 of the

Company's Act of Incorporation, 1910).............................................
Real Estate Mining Claims (sec. 152, ‘'Placer Mln^j Act’’).............
Chilliwhack Dyking District, sinking fund account.......................... ..
Coquitlam Dyklg District, sinking fund account...........................
Maple Ridge Dyking District, sinking fund account.......... ..................
Matsqul Dyking District, sinking fund account.....................................
Pitt Meadow's Dyking District, Tract No. l, sinking fund account.... 
Pitt Meadows Dyking District, tract No. 2. sinking fund account..
Gold Bar Account (bullion deposit from Assay Office).....................
Dyking Debentures, accrued interest on Investments................
Deposits under "Plans Cancellation Act".. .............................................
Deposits under section 86, Land Clauses Consolidation Act.............
Stumping Powder Purchase Account..........................................................

Province of British Columbia (being balance of Assets over 
Liabilities) ....................................................................................................

19.844 40
269.398 71

4.653 00 ij

13,550,921 26 f

381.210 0Ô
2,139,141 00

599.945 00
2.027,000 00
1,649,000 00
3,496.850 00

12,000 00

476,000 00

647.072 00
267.466 36
216,328 21

12.487 18 ’

970 00

60,000 00 j

15,000 00.
353 04

18.405 19 ;
5.640 99

11.241 04 ;
5.302 10 |
1.647 46
1,590 66 f

611 is :
6,632 50 !

498 00 :
2,602 50

33 50 !

1.497.694 ;$6

15.600,921 26
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Mr, H. H. Watson of Vancou- ! 
ver Reviews Foreshadowed : 
Legislation—Speaks Optim­
istically of Progress

MEMBER FOR YALE 
ON AGRICULTURAL NEEDS

Work of Session Still of Purely
, Preliminary . Nature — Bill 

for Consolidation of 8, C, 
Statutes

The first business sitting of the third 
term of British Columbia's twelfth pro­
vincial parliament yesterday, was al- ; 
most exclusively devoted to the ad-j . 
dresses of mover and seconder In pre- j 
sen ting the formal resolution in reply ! 
to His Honor’s speech from the throne^ 
both Mr. Watson and Mr. Alexander 
Lucas being in excellent form and dis-j . 
cussing current public affairs—without 
acceptance at any time of the latitude 
permissible In such a debate—as clear­
headed men of business and patriotic 
British Columbians and Britishers, in 
such a manner as to win for their re­
marks the concurrence and endorsement 
of political foeman as well as friend. 
Upon the completion of the seconder’s 
too brtef address, debate on the resolu- 
tten was adjourned by the Liberal 
leader, Mr. Brewster. Discussion is not ! 
expected to be at all prolonged.

The business of the first working day 
of parliament proved of necessity pure-i 
ly preliminary. It to a most curious 
circumstance that not one notice

motion or private legislation 
a*, yet appears os the order paper, but 
on the floor of the house yesterday Mr. 
Tisdell presented the petition of Van-, 
couver city for its extensive and com- ’ 
plicated charter revision. Mr. Fraser 
(Çatiboo. at the same time brought for- 2 
wp.hd the petition of the British Colum- 4 

: bto it. Alaska Railway Company for 
. J various amendments in its charter. And 

there -was also Introduced by message 
from jHis Honor, brought down by the 
attorney-general, the short but signifi­
cant pill essential for the ratification 
of tb£ consolidated statutes as present­
ed b^ the revising commissioner*. 
Messrs. Charles Wilson and A. P. Lux- 
ten, Jt c.’s. This bill already has ad-

- ; vanced to second reading, and after this
has béen given (on Monday probably ) 
the law officer of the crown in charge |

; will, while it is at the committee stage.
- explain each detail of minor change ( 

from existent statute law which the 
tommies toners have reported to be 
desirable.

Mr. Hayward, of Cowichan, was yes­
terday re-elected by the house as dei 
puty speaker, and Mr. A. H. B.H| 
rowan (Vancouver) vice-chairman of 
the house committee and chairman of 
tl»e ways and means committee, both 
nominations being made by the premier 
and affably seconded by the opposition 
leader. In proposing Mr. Hayward for 
the deputy speakership, the first min­
ister commented that) this procedure 
was now demanded under house rule Ko.
9. while he felt confident that the nom­
ination wçuld meet with ready endorse -

m . ÿfâ&z \
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Mr, Brewster, In séconding, Ridded that ; 
the house last year had enjoyed the ad- V 
vantage of Mr. Hayward’s services as 
deputy speaker, and his discharge of 
the duties pertaining to the office had 
been so generally satisfactory that he , 
had pleasure in seconding the motion 
for the Cbwichan member's resumption 
of those duties.

The resolution In reply to His Honor’s 
speech at the opening of parliament || 
was the first item appearing on the 
orders, and Mr. Watson, upon rising to 
discharge his pleasant duties as mover, . 
was received with a true ovation.

Mr. H. H. Watson, member for Van­
couver, In moving the address in re­
ply to the speech from the throne in 
the legislature yesterday afternoon, 
made wl*at was undoubtedly thp best 
speech of his career as a representative 
of the commercial metropolis of British 
Columbia. For fifty minutes he held the 
close attention pf the assembly. His 
speech was frequently punctuated by 
the applause of hie- fellow members and 
at its dose he received many hearty 
congratulations on his able exposition 
of the progress of the province as a 
whole during the past twelvemonth. As 
wàâ but natural. Mr. Watson paid spe- 1 
cial attention in his speech to the re- 
markable prosperity enjoyed by Vpé èttj | 
dr Vancouver. However, with his usual 
unfailing courtesy the member for Van-*;

' • couver did not wtlhbohj recognition of s 
the great development and progress of 
other cities, of the province, notably 
Victoria, and h«s wcomlums brought 
forth audible exprimions of apprecia­
tion from the representotives of tho 
various fldtegs he honored in bto re- 

' (marks 03»' ■ - r '.
Prior to .Mottling down to his speech 

Mr. Watson took occasion to express 
the great pleasure he felt in seeing the 
Speaker. Hon. D. M. Eberts, once mere 
in his chair enjoying his usual good 
health. He mentioned that thousands of 
the Speaker’s friends > throughout the 
province viewed with alarm, Ills recent 
illness and that their spirits rose and 
fell accordingly as good and bad re­
ports came from the scene of his Ill­
ness. Mr. Watson expressed the hope, 
on behalf of himself and his fellow- 

| members. Chat Mr. Speaker would for 
! many yea fra continue to enjoy his nor* 

V;J mal robust health. #
J In thanking the premier for the 

honor done him in asking him to place 
his motion before the assembly Mr. 
Watson stated that he regarded it aa 

Î an appreciation by the premier of the 
■ importance of the constituency he has 
J the honor to represent Continuing Mr. 

Watson said:
Splendid Administration 

“Let me say. Mr. Speaker, that the 
i people of Vancouver will not value this 
1 courtesy any the less from the fact that 
, they consider a great deal of the pros- 
\ perlty which they are enjoying today 

is largely due to the splendid admin­
istration they have received at the 

| hands of this government I attribute.
Sir. and unquestionably I am right in 

! doing so. the wonderful change from 
the unsettled and unsatisfactory condi- 

i tlon of affairs that existed prior to the 
. year 1903, to the wise Administration 

■1 and stable government that we have re­
ceived at Victoria, because. Sir. with­
out wise administration and without 
stable government things must have 

| gone from bad to worse, capital would 
have shunned the province, and private 

] enterprise would have suffered in sym­
pathy with the precarious and unsettled 
condition of our public business. It'll 

| nôt, liowdver, my Intention to enter in- 
i to a comparison of this government with

have already stated, the people of Van­
couver appreciate Immensely the hpnor 
which has been conferred on them by 

: having one of their representatives oe- 
! oupylng the prominent position In 
which I find myaetiL |ltfs afternoo



e.

I ‘V «^«cinÿ ^ver the policy of the 
> g*>\ er+rmni' •* eh tilled In the speech 

yj ^ the throne;'* policy, Sir. which 1 
am sure- will satisfy every honorable 

i member on the floor of this house, as 
'Veil as the country at large. ' and » • 
policy, too. which should: aftti no douttt 
will, win the frank approval of those ■ 
honorable gentlemen who constitute the S '

(
parliamentary opposition. I flnd a pro-r 
gramme which I am sure whl meet with 
the hearty approval of Âe people of 
British Columbia dnd one which will jT 
• result in a great deal of good for the 
entire province.

■'Many important events of provincial, 
national and imperial Interest have oc- j 
curred since the last meeting of the 
legislature. The coronation of his 

j Majesty King George and his royal con­
sort in London last June was the 
caslon of a spontaneous outburst of 
loyalty from millions of devoted sub­
jects. If the report that their Majesties 
will visit this Dominion within the néxt 

j year or two proves correct they can be 
assured of the most hearty welcome 
from Atlantic to Pacific.

"As Canadians and British subjects 
those of us who remained at home were 
delighted at the prominent part taken 
by Canadian public men and Canadian 
soldiers in those proceedings. British 
Columbians, especially, read with pride 
of the public attention and honor 
shown and paid their official represen­
tatives, the leader of the government, 
and his colleagues, the attorney-general, 
{during their stay In life British Isles.

"I think I express the sentiments of 
every Canadian when I say we all felt 
his Mâjesty gave gracious proof of his 
regard for Canadian loyalty when he 
sent us his Illustrious uncle, H.R.H. the 
Duke of Connaught, to fill the high 

! position of governor-geneswt I should 
think it would be eminently fitting 
that this assembly adopt an address of 
welcome to be duly forwarded to his 
Royal Highness

'We are not unmindful of the dis­
tinguished services rendered by Ills pre­
decessor, Earl Grey, and the great in­
terest that he took Jn British Colum­
bia, while It is a matter of common 
knowledge that he has acquired consid­
erable property In the Okanagan, as 
well as in East Kootenay and that con­
stituency so ably represented by Me. , 
Carson of Golden."

At this juncture Mr. Watson took oc­
casion to express his great regret 
the death of the late Col. Richard 
fenden. one of the : pioneers of British j 
Columbia and for many years king's 
printer. He expressed to the relatives 
of the deceased the deep sympathy •of 
the assembly in their bereavement, 

expansion of ». O.
“A survey of the provincial revenue 

collected from all sources for the fiscal 
year which ended op March âl, 1611," 
continued Mr. Watson in discussing the 
financial position of British Columbia, 
"shows expansion In every direction. It 
Is a splendid reflection of the increas­
ing prosperity of British Columbia and 
a triumph for ^he sound and prudent 
administration of <that great financial 
department so ably presided over by 
Hon. Mr. Ellison. The gross revenue 
from all sources for the year referred 
to reaches the vast • total of $10,492,- 
862.27." ^

Mr. Watson here quoted extensively 
frotn t)ie figures of revenue for tlie 
past fiscal year which were Incorporat­
ed in the statement of public accoiflite 
"rr.ggntcfi . jf» the house by ’ Hon, fit.. 
jBllison on Thursday afternoon. These 
/figures have already been published. ■ 

"Indications point to a still better 
showing during the Current fiscal year/' 
proceeded $lr. Watson, "as I am glveu.#-’ 
to understand that thS. timber and coal Sl 
receipts for the nine months ending De­
cember 31 last show à most satisfactory 
Increase."In regard to " the mineral out­
put the figures for this Industry show 
a decrease on account of the recent 
■trike at Fernte, though, with the set­
tlement of the trouble, and the en­
couraging aspect of the silver lead in­
dustry in the mopen, thé mixing outlook

UK oc- «
ret at j&Vv-v
woi-

EîSà

With the revenues of the province 
J never ,n better shape than they are 

■ todgy I think that the administration 
is fully Justified in presenting tlje 
substantial programme outlined in the 
speech from the throne, in doing so 
the first minister ahd his colleagues 
hâve again displayed their progressive 
and constructive statesmanship, that 
has done So much'in the past to en­
sure confidence and . financial stability 
from one end of the province to the 
other; as well as to earn the gratitude 
of businessmen, irrespective of party 
affiliations.

"A single instance of the goven- 
! ment's solicitude for the people was 
the appointment of a royal commis­
sion on taxation which held numerous 
sessions throughout the province last 
summer, and whose report will soon 
be laid before the house. I am hope: 
ful that their recommendations will 
receive full consideration and that any 
inequalities that may have existed in 
the past as regards taxation will be 
abr-llshed and reductions of taxation 
will be effected wherever possible.

"Our legal friends in this house, as 
well as outside, will no doubt, flnd sub­
jects for rejoicing in the fact that the 
consolidation of the provincial statues 
has been effected.

Forestry Legislation 
"One result of the Investigation of 

the forestry commission will be the 
creation by legislation this session of 
a forestry branch of the land depart­
ment; also a bill dealing with the con­
servation , and administration of the 
timber wealth of the province will be 
submitted for your consideration. In 
grasping the importance of this sub­
ject the minister of lands has rendered 
the public a great service, and has 
again displayed those rare adminis­
trative qualities which won him recog­
nition from the moment he entered 
the cabinet The timber wealth of 
this province is one of our greatest 
national assets. Expressing my In­
dividual opinion I think that the al­
ready efficient fire patrol service 
should be augmented by the estab­
lishment of wireless .{stations to report 
fires, and the work of such stations 
might be supplemented by the installa­
tion of telephone communication for 
the dissemination of information con­
cerning outbreaks qft tiré, As One wh£ 
has miring the 'past year traveled- a 
great» deal through the province 1 
wish to congratulate the minister of 
lands on the assiduity he has dis­
played In posting >otld6s to people in 
regard to the danger of the ‘"careless 1 
handling of fires in the woods. For 
my . part I think that the government j 
would be justified in enacting legisla*- ■; 

*tion providing for the severest penal.- | 
(ties, upon those convicted of breaking t 
the laws governing the setting out of 
fires. I do not think it would be going 
too far to make this punishment equiv­
alent to that provided for arson.

“I desire to congratulate the honor­
able the minister of works for his 
excellent showing in all matters under 
his jurisdiction. The operations of 
his department vitally affect the wel­
fare of the ranchers, the miners and 
the traders In all outlying districts. 
He is giving them a system of roads, 
trails and bridges that greatly facili­
tate access to the remote sections of 
the province and simplify the task of 
colonizing many large agricultural 
areas: I understand that a few years 
more will witness the completion of a 
continuous hlghwqp 'from the coast 
across southern British Columbia to 
the Albeçta boundary,. • Besides serv­
ing the people along the route, these 
facilities can not fail to attract many 
thousands, of automobile tourists desir­
ous of seeing the scenic beauties of 
British Columbia to better advantage 
than from the rear platform of an Im­
perial Limited express.

"I am glad to note that Hon. Mr. 
Taylor- is also making splendid pro­
gress with the development and im­
provement of Strathcona Park on 
Vancouver Island. Too much import­
ance cannot fee attached to the desira­
bility of preserving this great beauty 
spot. I do not think that many years 
will pass before the fame of Strath­
cona Park ae one of the roost beauti­
ful regions of the world will be at­
tracting thousands of visitors an-
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"All the papers dealing with the re­
cent visit of the premier, the attorney 
general and the minister of lands to 
Ottawa to discuss various provincial 
matters with the federal authorities 
will be laid before this assembly. I 
am sure you are all pleased at the 
complete success of their mission, 
and In regard to which the first min­
ister will doubtless take the house into 
his confidence at a later Juncture. It 
Is a matter of common knowledge that 
until the recent Dominion election 
British Columbia could not even se­
cure common Justice at Ottawa. How­
ever, times have changed and it only ; 
required an explanation of the posi­
tion of British Columbia by the visit­
ors to convince Hon. Mr. Borden and 
his colleagues that a speedy solution j 
of the matters in dispute between the 

■. two governments for so many years j 
- could be speedily reached on a basis ’ 
i of honor to both. One result of this I mission is that the vexed question of 
1 the administration of water within the 
" Dominion railway belt has been amic- 
; ably settled and all possible conflict of 

water records will be avoided. I un- 
' derstand that a bill will be Introduced 
< this session making all these complex >

I
I matters clear by the transfer of the 

water administration in this belt to the 
provincial authorities.

"I think that you will all agree with 
me that the government has displayed 
‘ broad constructive statesmanship In 

Its decision to extend; the railway pol- 
r "

; for the time, and It is not far distant 
1 when the products of that countrlHPipflPPiP____PS county;

4 fht coâfltfer distribution, j
"Thanks to the foresight of the mini 

j later of lands, the newcomer will tine 
| large are^^f surveyed lands avail-

able for pre-eiftptton or ?^nr-
greatchase. Theie are ready for any 

rush of settlers that may take place. 
For a country boasting of such a 
wealth of agricultural areas as does 
British Columbia the province last 
year made a poor showing through tty 
importation of $14,000,000 worth tÿf 
foodstuffs. I hope that condition will 
not exist long;
Columbia will so 
positioner being i 
foodstuff» which 
in thesemtitudes.

try Flier-wftillv .tnS'Mrvjttrd EfV
1*‘•--J \ '

\ eral years ago. The fruits of thht pol­
icy are already apparent In the railway 
activity prevailing on Vancouver 
Island and on the mainland. The Cana­
dian Northern Railway Is making re­
markable progress and we are assured 
that the coast and prairies will be 
linked*by the new line before the end 
of 1913, well ahead of the time fixed 
on by the premier when he brought 
down the policy which resulted In the 
building of this line. The expenditure 
of the Canadian Northern Railway In 
British Columbia last month amounted: 
to 1750,000 and the effect of this large, 
distribution of money Is already stim­
ulating every line of commercial ac-i 
tivity. The O. P. R. is also doing Its; 
share in opening up Vancouver Island ;j 
it has built the Albernl branch whiclti 
was opened a few days ago to traffic) 
and It now proposes further extension! 
in the near future to the north in the 

; direction of Campbell river and on to 
the northern extremity of the island. 
At the same time the Canadian North­
ern is steadily reaching out from Vic­
toria by another route which will open 
up equally rich regions. The possi­
bilities for the development of Van­
couver Island are almost inconceiv- 

f able. > ... . !• . V I
Sew Sailway Policy

"I am heartily In favor of the ex­
tension of the government railway 
policy In the direction of securing di­
rect railway connection between the 
coast and the southern interior by 
means of a lino across the Hope monk-;’ 
tains. The Kettle Valley line ie doing 
important work under Its, contract? 
with the government but I would like 
to eee a railway from Vancouver to 
Nelson that would shorten $he time of 
the journey between the two places b>$ 
12 hours as compared with the present 
schedule. Such a railway would be of 
great advantage to the coast cities of; 
British Columbia.
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“I am sure that when the premier 
takes this house into his confidence on 
his new railway policy It will be found 
to be of the greatest Importance to 
the province aa a whole. The premier 
has already publicly intimated that ar­
rangements will be made so as to 
ensure the construction of the railway 
from the coast - through the great 
northern hinterland to the Peace River 
district The people" of the coast have 
not been slow to appreciate the pos 
slblllties of the proposed line. Public 
bodies have with one accord declared 
In favor of a railway through the cen­
ter of the province to the wheat fields 
of the Peace River district A line 
such as Is proposed will serve the 
double purpose of opening up the in 
termedlate region aa well as finding an 
outlet for the surplus products of the 
millions of acres of land within Brit­
ish Columbia on the eastern side of 
the Rockies. Edmonton ie looking 
vltlh longing eyes In the same direc 
tlon. The superior advantages offered 
by a short rail h?ul along the natural 
water grade to this coast are obvlouz 
and I look for the products of the en 
tire Mackenzie river basin to see 
export via this coast. In probably t 
years’ time there will not be such 
thing as free farm land on the prairie 

ben British Columbia will come Ini 
»r own and there will be a great tre| 

to the lands of this province—sue 
another as there h*s been to her eftit 
during the past few years. Our hir.

I am not oblivious to the 
splendid progress made by Victoria and, 
other cities of the province—and in1 
passing 1 wish to congratulate Victoria» 
on the very satisfactory arrangement 
that has been effected regarding that; 
eyesore In the centre of the city, the 
Songheee Indian reserve. That this ntat- 
ter should have been so amicably Ar­
ranged shows that this government Isj 
ever ready to afford the most generous 
treatment to the aborigines. I see the' 
Indians have set up what I consider is 

I a preposterous claim to the ownership 
of the lands of the province and. that 
they are aided and abetted In their èf-j 

: forts by some white people who are not; 
so well acquainted with the true state 
of affairs in this connection as they! 
might be. But. sir, while I agree withf 
the action of the government in dsal-K 
ing with these matters in a generous 
spirit I think that the Indians might ah. 
well make up their minds that they have, 
to step aside for the white races; they! 
cannot hope to compete with tha white, 
races any more that the weak can run; 
against the atrong. I do not like to ap-j 
pear uncharitable but It appears to roe! 
that the problem has only one solution.4

"Referring to the progress which has' 
been made by the cities of British Cti-V 
umbis during the past year I trust I] 
am Justified In taking a pardonable 
pride In the remarkable strides made by j 
the city of Vancouver. I am not one of} 
those who believe that the growth of 
any city menaces the future of any 
other community, and I am sure that 
the same sentiments are entertained by 
other members of this house. I should 
like to do my share in dissipating an 
erroneous Impression that has got 
abroad that the city of Vancouver owes 
Its progress to n real estate boom, and 
that a period of reaction, if not of fin­
ancial stringency. Is bound to set in 
sooner or later, guch an idea is due to 
ft misapprehension of the facts. The 
phenomenal growth of Vancouver Is due 
to more far reaching economic ceui 
Vancouver Is a seaport and an industrial 
centre. It 1» the western terminus of the 
C.P.R., Is the prospective terminus of 
the Canadian Northern ralhpay as well 
as tlje Canadian portion of the Great 
Northern railway. We are also on the 

eve of attracting the O.T>. with its 
proposed branch Une from Fort George.

! Thtese are some of the reasons why Van­
couver Is a properous city and why she 
is destined to become a" great city in 4 
every sgt^se of the t*r<p. Thp rite in 
property*.values was only Incidental un- \ 

Lder t^e circumstances.. Some eastern 
publications have been Particularly free 
in criticising the advance Ie values and 
have been disposed to regard with a CS 
certain amount of cynicism bona fide K 
transactions that have" taken place in 

%\Vancouver within the last few ^
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Here Mr. Watson quoted from a state­
ment in a Toronto newspaper to the ef­
fect that a sale had been negotiated-,ffir 
the transfer of the ndfctliweàt.rcorner of 

gÊËmitreefkM $18,600 a jjKing and Yonge streefsifct $13,600 a j 
for the King atrfeet frohtgg^jjtf 60 fe^t, 
said to establish a record for TTîe’inUue , 
of real" estate In Canada.

"Doubtless It will be some years be­
fore values dn the principal streets of 
Vancouver reach $18.000 per front foot," 
continued Mr. Watson, "but whether 
they ever go to that or not. the only 
feelings that we have are those of pride 
to think-that another great city of our 
fair Dominion Is making such wonderful 

: headway.
Metropolitan Centre

"Speaking still of Vancouver, Mr.
I Speaker, that from a city of less than 

4&000 people less , than. six years ago,
) yipcouver has tyecojnp jrfctropoiltan | 
centre of over llj(MH>0 people, with al- j

I most 16,000 additional population within 
the limita of the area now designated 
Greater Vancouver and sharing In the 
samecomplea life as the parent city 
,on the shores of Burrard Inlet.

“Our nrn*n*»ftte ,“Our prosperity..lw revealed in count­
less ways. Ty»e statistics prepared by 
municipal, provincial and federal off ici- I 

|Sl«/all tell thé same story of expansion 
and Increasing prosperity. I will deal 
with some of these figures In the bald­
est outline, for the subject Is not one 
that could be dealt with within the lim- ; 
its of my speech this afternoon.

"The total assessed values of “an- », 
couver for thë year just ended reached ; 
the magnificent figure of $192,601,000. 
as compared^with a total of $136,000.000 

1 for the year 1910. .
"If we turn to the’record of bank 1 

| clearings, a true barometer of financial 
i and Industrial progress, we find ah ’
; equally wonderful showing Bank clear- | 
lings In Vancouver Increased from $444,- ! 
910,000 to 1641,414.000. or at the rate of 
about $10Ç,000,000 and compare favor-! 
ably with the gross total of $552,640,000 •

! for Seattle,; and $657,464,000 for Port- 
)and, two larger cities, for the sajnh 

j period.
! "Our building permits for 1911 show- j 
jed a value of $17,652*000 as compared j 
jwith $18.150,000 lh the previous - year* j 
an Increase of thlrty-thre and a third 
per cent, and look very Imposingriaiong- i 
side Seattle's paltry $7,491,000 and, com- 
pare favorably with Toronto and Win- 

|nipeg.
"the, Revenue from the city water­

works likewise shows an increase bf 
$100.000 over 1910.

"the healthy condition of real estate 
lis also reflected In the, books of the? 
Land Registry Office at Vancouver; the 

j total revenue for. the . past year was 
$8$0,8$7, or in Increase of "8® per cent, 
over the revenue of 1910.

"The returns from customs revenue 
in Vancouver show the phenomenal In­
crease of $2.000,000 for the year; the re- 

yetfr just .closed were $7,- Noi.ojo i* &Vn«t I6.6O4Î000 in 1910. 
and sp iVgcWS, Mr. Speaker; all ofAgbfQh; 
shewis*vrtw**.*i'»4iave»wlreed9r contended, | : 
that the great growth of Vancouver—a 
growth which It 4s difficult for some 
people to understand—is fully Justified 
by existing conditions. ,

"I wish to congratulate the minister 
of education on his efforts on behalf ( 
of the -Unlyer^ty fff British Columbia., 
The electing "dit the slte it Point Ofay 
is well underlay ?knd I understand a 
grant will bi aSked" in order to ensure : 
titg formal opening of the university V 
fqr the fall term of 1913. I see no rea- i 
son why British Columbia, thanks to the 
splendid? endowment, should not possess 
“seat of higher learning that will «ri- 
able us to educate our ypung people at j 
home. :

"And now, sir. just a brief reference j, 
to the cinaua returns supplied u> a few 
months ago. It will be apparent to 
everyone that the Wast 1» Increasing In 
papulation In greater proportion than 
tuéîEast, and I wodid not be sûrprised, “ 
fa miliar*-a» I am with the spirit that

prdvlnbp* peo- p
pldd*by mélfrtMh in j heljrfelood. 
thltr.in the Wurse ofz-^y ot#|wo <Wdes 
the West *r!>l control thd destinies of 
Canada. And that being so; It behooves 
us to see that there Is no' a^rrendpr of t 
our rights under the BritlsHytybrth Am-1 
erica Act, and that we get our increased | < 
quota of members and senators in the 1 
federal ho we. v -

"lh conclusion I say th^t.Drltish Col­
umbia is worthy of the best -that the i 
greatest of our public .men can do for - 
her. This !• a country-erf imperial pos­
sibilities and la It not a matter or great i k-

congratulation that at tills Juncture her' 
affaira are In the hands of strong, cap­
able; mpn. men of courage and fflÿp-v 
sight? - fdundâ|imis for the futufce 
are 'blttrg Atld ' and Fit is essential that; 
thêy should be broad and deep. And 
now, Mr. Speaker, I beg to movie that 
an Stumble address be presented to His 
Honor the Lieutenant Governor In reply 
to the speech from the Throne." (Ap-' 
plause.)

The member for Yale, who also was 
received with an enthusiasm Indica­
tive of his established popularity 
among his fellow legislators, .joined 
with Vancouver’s second member in 
expressing his deep sympathy with 
Mf. .Speaker Eberts in his recent eey- . 
ere .îllnesà expressed in felicitous 
terme Hir pleasure at seeing the vet- \ 
eran parliamentarian who presides 
over the deliberations of the assembly 
restored to his usual good health. He, 
too.ji extend^ hi» thanks to the pre­
mier fey £h‘e,.hopor which had been 
conferîréû r?upbn him ln placing the
seconding of the rejily to hie honor’s 
address ln his hands, an honor which 
modestly he took rather as a compli- ! 
ment to the riding which it was his 
gpofl. fdftuire. to represent. He con- , 
gratulated the second member for 
Vancouver also upon the able and very 
comprehensive manner in which he 
had dealp'6ttth the speech from the 
throne and -commented appropriately 
upon Its ’contents seratlm. So com­
plete ajid sufficient had Mr. Watson’s 
contribution to the debate been, Indeed, 
that for his own part he might almost 
be content to sit down with the sincere 
expression that he seconded all that 
had been uttered by Mr. Watson—as 
well as the formal resolution. - 

"However," Mr. Lucas continued, “I 
may he permitted to deal very briefly 
and retrospectively with a fèw oÏ the 
outstanding events of the year just 
ended, and note what appear to me to 
be the relations of those events par­
ticularly to our national and our 
provincial progress. Deservedly con­
spicuous among these events must Le 
noted the coronation of His Majesty 
King George, at which great ceremo­
nial in all parts of the empire were 
represented in the city of London, and 
none’we may be sure with greater tact 
and adequacy than British Columbia. 
The coronation and the manner in 
which Its celebration was joined in 
by the representatives of all the out­
lying portions of the empire impress 
me as directing attention to the ten­
dency, now more marked than ever be­
fore, of the British Dominions toward 
the achievement ‘of truly imperialistic 
ideals. The appdintmetit bf H. R. H. 
the Duk“of Coifnaught- as représenta­
tive of His Majesty -hi this Canadian 
commonwealth Is also a notable" even t ' 
In the satne connection—as a long s*ep 
toward the accomplishment of sympa­
thetic Imperialism throughout the 
^broader Britain, the succession of

events now transpiring all tending 
the ultimate to imperial federation 
condition .absolutely essential to 
future complete and crowning achie 
ment in the evolution of the Brit 
empire. For myself I cannot comp; 
hend such a condition as Great Brit* 
being at war with any foreign pov 
and any part or unit in the empire i 
garding Itself as disinterested a 
more than such a condition as a 
part of the empire being at war wi 
„ fn*>ojgn foe and Great Britain a di 

“*.ed party. It is my own opinl 
1 parts of the great empi 

should contribute in fair proportioi 
toward national defence, and the ii 
evitably necessary in this will con 
about naturally and more rapid 
when imperial federation has becorr 
a fact accomplished than could t 
otherwise possible.

Agricultural Industry
"Concerning the marked and gratify 

log progress - of-.our own country, 
'fully agree with all my colleague fror 
Vancouver city has said. There It 
however, boe great industry whtcl 
has ndt shown that degree of deslrabl 
progress which might have been hope* 
for apd expected—this comment ap 
plying not only in British Columbie 
but equally ln the sister province oi 
Ontario and In many of the states ol 
the Union tq_ the aouth. Indeed th<



luimiuon of the agricultural Industry 
is found to be such that not long ago 
some 16 or 16 of the American states 
met to discuss the situation in its 
realities and attempt to formulate 
some plan through the development of 
which the agricultural industry might 
be made more attractive and its de­
velopment promoted, Instead of the 
ingestion of the cities being yet fur­
ther accentuated. What present con­
ditions In this Industry are may be 
judged from the fact that the returns 
of tlie late census show that Ontario, 
while growing and developing rapidly 
in ■other directions, is virtually at a 
standstill In the domain oT agriculture 
although this is desciibed. *s the
'Knuifhiin* >imluaU-y' of any ftoble
______ _ fae dimcultlês appefcrtb
consist largely-in general lack of Scien­
tific methods as applied to farming, 
the generally limited financial re­
sources of those who till the soil, and 
the necessity for the introduction of 
co-operative principles in profitable 
marketing. Attention to those being 
given, agriculture should make es­
pecially great strides in this province 
of British Columbia, oUr soils and mar­
ket conditions being so pecu­
liarly favorable, despite which we do 
not yet produce in British Columbia 
even sufficient for our own consump­
tion demands. This condition it is an 
axiomIc economic fact that it should 
be our determination to remedy at the 
earliest opportunity.

“In connection with the recent visit 
of the prime minister, the attorney 
general and the minister of lands a#t 
Ottawa, congratulations are also in 
order, to the people of this province, 
as a first result is already in evidence 
in the giving to us of what is prac­
tically control of the lands of the rail­
way belt. Under provincial adminis­
tration, to secure which necessary 
legislation will undoubtedly be intro­
duced, we may look for such official 
action as will greatly stimulate de­
velopment and the influx of a large 
body of desirable settlers, together 
with an immediate and satisfactory 
adjustment of all water right dlfter-

Ballroad Construction
"It Is perhaps superfluous for me to 

•ay that I am in hearty accord with 
the Undated principle of the gov­
ernment In encouraging railway con­
struction and the resultant growth 
of population and productive Indus­
tries. I thoroughly believe in the Pj building of railway systems to serve 
every' important section within the 
province. We all remember well, ■*j when legislation was promised for the 
promotion of construction of the 
Canadian Northern Pacific, how we 
looked for it with the keenest interest. 
That, legislation was accomplished, 
anti we have already seen the earnest

nil r-li iF”*
1 of the result. It is visible today in 

j£i active construction operations virtual- 
P ly in all parts of the province, west to 

: J east, an<l perhaps nowhere more con- 
■ apicuously than in my own riding of 

p- Yale. We cannot but contrast the 
■ •rapidity of progress that Is being 
8 made by the Canadian Northern Paci­

fic in this province with the manner 
to which the building of the Grand 
Trunk Pacific has gone fofward, and 
we cannot but note the evidence of 
superior wisdom displayed in the 
contract made by this provincial gov­

ernment to that demonstrated in the 
! federal bargain under which construc­
tion of the G. T. P. was secured. I 
hope to see railway construction con­
tinue wherever arteries of communi­
cation are needed for development of 
the latent resources, even to the most 
remote confines of British Columbia, 
so that all the country may speedily 
be brought Into touch with the com­
mercial centres of the Pacific coast.

| "Congratulation to the honorable 
the provincial secretary and minister 
of education Is also, I feel, decidedly 
In order, upon the energy displayed in 
so advancing plans for (he university 
establishment that we can be promised 
an opening of its classes In 1111. I 
have also noted with special apprecia­
tion the Announcement made by the 
minister that u faculty of agriculture 

l be Included in this university

■ v

>

scheme. I fully believe that the intro­
duction of more scientific methods In 
faming will not only make the agri­
cultural Industry one of much greater 
profit to those engaging in It, but it 
will at the same time give the pro­
fession of the agriculturist a status 
making It more attractive, and tempt­
ing to engage in It a much greater por­
tion of the population.

The Estimates
"With respect to the estimates 

which will be offered to the house this 
session, I believe from such Informa­
tion as I have been able to gather that 
adequate and ample provision wlty be 
made for the requirements of this 
çrvwjng province. The district which

I hâve the honor to represent is, I 
may say, advancing with aa great 
rapidity and sureneas as Any in the 
province. From Agassis to Ashcroft, 
along the main line as laid oi£ this 
development may be attributed no 
doubt In part to C. N. P. construction; 
but In the Nicola district, the present 
progress and prosperity is the nat­
ural outcome of the development of 
the rich coal measures, which now 
are taking an Important place as con­
tributors to the fuel necessities of 
the country. When the minister of 
works and the finance minister confer 
upon the estimate*, I feel assured that 
the district of Yale will receive its fair 
share of the expenditures requisite for 
the development and continued pros­
perity of all parts of British Colum­
bia. I have great pleasure, Mr. 
Speaker, in seconding the motion."

The debate at this Juncture xtaa 
adjourned by Mr. Brewster, who will 
continue when the house meets again 
at 2 o’clock on Monday.

;
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DEVELOPMENT OF

Premier McBride, in Masterly 
Speech, Reviews Situation 
—Encouragement Given to 
Settlers by Policy

NEW LEGISLATION
IS FORESHADOWED

Reduction in Taxation Among 
Matters to be Considered— 
Mr, H, C, Brewster's Con­
tribution to Debate

Yesterday In the provincial legisla- \ 
£ure produced two speeches upon the 
general conditions prevailing in Brit­
ish Columbia and provincial hopes and 
prospects for substantial development 
in the near future which will stand 
among the most Important, interest­
ing and eloquent of the addresses of 
this or any session of the provincial 
parliament. The speakers were Mr.
H. C. Brewster, the member for Al­
fa er ni, and spokesman in parliament 
for the Liberal party, and Premier Mc­
Bride, who took occasion, in replying 
to the opposition criticism, to deal 
forcefully and earnestly with various : 
outstanding matters of provincial con- ■ 
Cern, giving at the same time a glimpse 
of broader statesmanship in his effect­
ive references to the coronation and 
the coming of a member of the royal 
family as viceroy to Canada, and the 
related Influence of these two events 
in the development of the Imperial 
ideal. The premier touched also upon 
railway, Indian reserves, Better Terms, 
and other vital interests, in a manner 
commanding the undivided interest of* 
the house and an appreciation which 
win be Joined In by the entire country.

Today the consideration of the f 
speech will be continued by Mr. Tis- 
dall, after whom Mr. P. Williams will 
probably be heard. Mr. M. Manson, 
Mr, MacGowan and several others on 
the government side will probably , 
contribute to the debate before it 
closes, although the expectation ie that 
this Initial feature of sessional, activ­
ity will be disposed of on Thursday or 
Friday at latest The great majority 
of the members have now arrived,and 
entered upon their sessional duties.

Change of Boute
The petition of the British Columbia 

and Alaska Railway company, which f 
was read to the house yesterday and [ 
took the usual course, provides for a j * 
radical change of route in that project- ; 
ed new agency of transport, the line j 
as formerly indicated having been de­
signed, in harmony with the title of I 
the company, to extend northerly and 
westerly from Fort George to an ul­
timate terminal at some point In Alas­
ka. Recent development changes in 
the northern areas of western Canada

ive Induced the promoters of this
llway to materially amend their 

dans, and they now seek authority to 
turn easterly from Fort George, with 
the intention of penetrating the Peace 
river country. It is in this connection, 
as well as with a request for an ex- 
tentlon of the time prescribed in which 
they must expend ten per cent, of 
their capitalization in order to retain 
their charter privileges, that they are 
now approaching the B. C. house.

The company has changed, too, in its 
composition since it last came to the 
legislation, Mr. Jean Walkenstein be­
ing succeeded In the presidency by Mr.
“ï. C. Harris, while Mr. William C. 

►ratt now acts as the company’s sec-

/

ma

The route, u Indicated In the netl- 
tlon now before the legislature, I, d“ 
scribed as from Fort George 1

“‘.rr rPmcu°d a.,hfE 
fz 1junction with the main line at TeV 
jraph creek, with power to hniia I 
branch lines through Pine or Peace
BrlH w? ,t0 the ea,tern boundary of 
British Columbia, or by way of ther°Ute- °r "> the an'rn"6 I
tive by the most feasible route be : 
tween Lytton and Teslln lake- aL tè 
build from a point on tlhe ine of the 
railway to Vancouver city. ® jj

Mr. H. O. Brewster
Mr. Brewster, in rising to continue J 

the debate on the address in reply to j 
the speech from the throne, compli­
mented the mover and seconder on the i 
eloquence with which they had acquitted 1 
themselves, and also congratulated Mr. 
Speaker Eberts upon the improved con­
dition of health which allowed him again 
to attend to his important duties. Re­
ferring to the Coronation, he was glad 
to see that the premier and the at­
torney-general, who had represented the 
province, had returned in safety. The 
house might feel sure that British Co­
lumbia had been properly represented 
at, that magnificent gathering.

"Though, of course," he added, vit 
has been disappointing. to myself and 
other members of this house, that I 
am not able to address the premier 
açross the floor of the house as "Sir 
Richard.’ but possibly that will come 
at a later day.' ’» (Applause.)

"One matter of a more serious nature, 
which I regret did not find a place In 
the speech from the throne," Mr. Brew­
ster continued, "was the death of our 
old and esteemed friend. Colonel WÔ1- 
fenden, the king's printer. I am very 
pleased, however, that the mover of the 
address (Mr. Watson) took it upon 
himself to comment In a proper man­
ner upon his Invaluable services to this 
province. An old gentleman, courteous 
to all and who treated all alike, and 
who; owing to the ability he brought 
to bear upon his work, won the esteem 
of every member of the house. I should 
be pleased to Join In any resolution ex­
tending the sympathy of the house to 
his family and friends.

'^fow as to the position of the Liberal, 
party on the floor of this house, as 
there Is only one member to do all the 
talking I am not going to inflict a 
lengthy address on the house this aft­
ernoon. I must remember that in the 
position In which I am placed, I shall 
have to make a good number of 
attempts at speech-making on the floor 
during the session."

Important Brents
Mr. Brewster continued that among 

other Important events to thé Empire 
and especially to Canada dqf4ng the 
past year, was the appointment of His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught 
is governor-general of the Dominion.
He considered It a great honor to the 
Dominion and would join with pleasure 
n an address to him as suggested in , 
Lhe speech from the throne. A matter

• >f importance to the Empire and the 
... Dominion ,but more particularly to the

• province of British Columbia and the 
listed he hadrjthç hojrrOirrto represent, 
was thq completion of $*fae ^Bçquimalt &< 
kernelmio Railway to the terdtfnal Point’.
It Pqrt Alberni on the west, co^st ofr 
Vancouib^ Islahd#^Thi*‘ dHltitiayil stit£ 
iidixed by the Dominion government, 
marked the extension of the Canadian ’ 
Pacific Railway syslllm to that coast, 
jut the district ^needed ;vQthec lmprove-

; ^ vents to ckeép p%e^W}tJv ' I
loué strides in development that, wefre 
aeing made in that, section, arid me, 
warned, the first minister, and the min­

ister oi public works that great dè- 
ands would be made upon them for 

^Jroads and other necesstlcs to keep pace 
j with that tremendous growth. One of 
these ro$tds that lie had brought many 
times to the attention of the govern­
ment was from Alberni along the Great 

j Central Lake district, and out to beau­
tiful Long Beach which would In fu- jr.

/jM
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Viire be one of the' greatest pleasure 
presorts In British Columbia. Another 
liwas needed to connect Strathcona park 
:vlth the settled portions of Vancouver 
fIsland. Unless these matters were at- 

ÎŸ 'tended to he warned the first minister 
the minister of public works, that 

ilthey must expect some strenuous In- 
r tervlews.

The Revenue Ta*
"As for the speech from the throne 

[7,itself," cotnnued the speaker, "it Is 
-.more remarkable for what is omitted 
'than for what is presented. One thing 
’ we find is that In reference to the fl- 

i nancial condition of the province it is 
.'represented as having a great surplus 

[jjof about $10,000.000, and we find that of 
njfctat amount the revenue tax has con- 
| 'tributed over a third of a million dol- 
E^lars .Ths revenue tax has been attacked 

..J*ëon the floor of this house many times, 
i.^f'lt has been pointed out as unjust and. 

gy unscientific as it does not bear upon 
!» people according to their ability to pay.
| It is one of those arbitrary taxes for 
1 which there is no justification. It takes 
jj the poor man, as well as the wealthy,
| by the throat and makes him disgorge 
[1 his three dollars. This has been denounc­
ed in this house by a man who was 

formerly a member of the government,
, and who Is still regarded by Conserva- 

ÿ ]lives and Llebrals alike as a very able 
» and astute financier.

“Then a*a,n we flnd •mo*1» the next 
; - A ; items that go to make up this surplus,
" ^ i-that of land sales, and In connection

b with these lànd sales we find something 
.; A that should hate been considered In the 
v" y-^ speech from the throne, that Is a land 

jtëg policy, but we do not flnd any land 
policy mentioned. It was only last ses- 1 

gjjPfMbn that the merhbers of this house ; 
S'"ho follow the first minister were loud f 

> ‘êrîin their praises of the new minister 1 
Ü >-V of lands who had been appointed. They 

said he would bring to bear on his 
- duties a great fund of knowledge and 
- tremendous mental weight, and they ex- 

l-S'-pectcd him to bring down a land policy 
jpy that would make not only for the good 

the province, but for. that of the 
people at large: I look in vgln for any 

8 - r -mention of this land policy tn the 
-^speech from the throne. Indeed if press 

^reports can be taken with any confl- 
t, *. dence at all. Instead of a land policy

■we are likely to drift into something
'v - worse than befote. 1 notice from these 

^reports that certain titled persons from 
$the old land are likely to purchase large 
itracts with a view to establishing a 
|4tenancy of landlord policy In this prov- 
3 In ce. If this Is the case it is cer-
giainly a great recommendation for the 
• ;honorable first minister, for his shrewd­
ness and far-sightedness and" clear 
jatatesmanshlp—If he will allow to be 
placed on this province, the one prbv- 

- Ince In Canada where we should be 
free from it, a system of this kind. 
VlUi tha cries of the people of themjd 

country rising against this system, that 
honorable gentlemen should allow It to 
take place here is almost unbirtievable.

“We" flnd that instead of looking 
| ahead and making à statesmanlike 

policy that will eventually bring this 
I province to a foremost place In agrt- 
| culture, the Jingle of the present dol- 
I lar that falls Into the treasury from 
; the sale of public lands, makes them 
I blind to any tiling else-. As a matter of 

fact we have no land policy, and for 
very good reasons. The first is that if 
a proper policy were .put upon the 

I statute books my honorable friend 
would not have the opportunity ot dol- 

! lnS out to the inside ring .of his. party, 
those who help to elect him and his 
friends to tills. house, certain choice 

I portions of this province. They would 
[ find that the .man who Is-shouting for 

them at thg- present day might lose 
"Us ardor and they would have fewer 

I supporters in this house. Another rea- 
[ -on Is that when ail is said and done 

they have no other policy to advance 
rxeept that which -has been advocated 
ty the* Liberal party for many years 

l-m the past Yen. -even .the astute prem­
ier who smiles at that remark, can flnd 

I nothing better. It Is trtie It does not 
In with hf# *T>eHtICal Ideas, and so 

j when the question wae considered by 
the minister of lands he either had to 

' ; that

Mr. Breweter continued, that the gov­
ernment was fond of appealing to the 
people on the basis that It was a stable 
government, and did not shift around, 
and yet last year, '«Chen they had 
Just adjourned, when the land 
policy had been discussed on the 
floor of the house, with no Intimation 
of any vital change, and without taking 
the people affected inte consideration, 
over-night, between two days, came 
forth an order-ln-council raising tho 
price of land, and putting In a bad pos­
ition many who had taken up their land 
under the existing law. What was the 
cause? Was it that friends of the gov­
ernment had secured *H they wanted, 
that the choicest picking# had been 
taken, and raising the price on what 
remained would add a little value to 
these first holdings?

“Of course there was no discussion 
of this on the floor of the house, 
tlnued the speaker, 'end It Is a fact, 
an awful fact, that so far is the 
orlty of 'the 'followers of the premier 
and his colleagues are concerned It 
would be Just as well for them to take 
It into their hattdg rand pass everything 
by order-ln-cbuncfl. foY there has not 
been any objection, nor le It likely 
ft** WÏ6 tfc vUBienr - acts emanating 
from the Napoleon or the party who 
sits across the floor of the house. It 
Is true that back of tb4pi**nler site 
nearly the whole house, Jgit Jt Is also 
tru4-Uiet -therHtig'it WWMwo who 
have tfce right W potion and disci

y. tc
Per tho Fro e*ptor
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Brewster continued that the mem- 
Vancouver, Mr. Watson, had 
other dây that In a few years |>„ 

Uthdire'would be no more free land, slid * 
I? tuent -with beautiful consistency, hid 

arolmd and said that thé hon- 
ilnlster of lands had still any 

quantity of land: for the pre-emptor to | 
purchase. He could assure him that | 
the greater part of these lands had i 
already passed in ta. the hands of those ! 
who could at the J>*t use them for 

I political ends, and'-wiiet was left to 
I give to the actuafcsettler would not ;
‘ amount to a verÿfgreat deal. Of

coursa he did not say that all the good 
lend In British Columbia was taken up. 

a but those sections welch were In such 
• a position as to be readily transferred 
,j had been acquired by those who were 
I supposed to make tho bpst use of them 

for their. Conservative friends, and 
that which was left Would raise blist­
ers and backaches from those who un­
dertook its development. .

The member forS^ahoouver had also 
referred to the import» and exports of 
the province, and the only sound like 
a groan he hud heard from him was 
wheg be said that the agricultural im­
posts <tf British Columbia came to over
$14.000,000 a year. It was an a muting 
thing that a supporter of the govern­
ment shovtld ha va brought this to the 
attention of the people, since it certain­
ly reflected no creart on the govern­
ment It was one condition which the 
policy of the Liberal party would have 
eliminated. The present government 
had allowed tlte lâsid speculator to 
come In and take bis profit from the 
ndtual settler before he could put a 
spade into the soil. Yet the member 
for Vancouver himself sat behind ths 
premier whose government had brought 
alout that condition.

' > ’vjK»*
at . «SJ*ate; yd
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" Agriculture
"In the speech from the throne,” he 

added, - “there is In eonnectlon one 
notsble omission, ami "that Is that the 
backbone Industry of agriculture, with* 
out which we will become a very weak 
people indeed, is not even mentioned. 
Possibly the premier wotild not like to 
have too much agriculture going on. be­
cause in the solidly settled agricultur­
al district the speculator would i 
thrive a» well as in a virgin country 
•uch as British Columbia Is toàay.”

Mr. Brewster contrpued that further 
down in the speech he found the taxa­
tion commleslon mentioned, and the 
member for Vancouver, Mr, Watson, 
had referred to it ss an evidence of the 
solicitude of the government for the' 
welfare of the people. The report of i 
the commission wae not yet before tbp Î 
bouse, and he had been unable to attend ] 
Us sittings, as s.e was too far away, | 

■urmlsed that one of its recom- i: 
ttlons would be the abolition of j 
unrighteous and unjust revenue !
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would be the readjustment of land tax- J 
pa In the province. The people might * 
fairly expect an exemption from Im­
provements on agricultural lands. One 
of the first resolutions he Had Intro- ( 
duccd lii the house had been along that 
line. What position were we In? On 
the one hand we h*d&to Import $14,- 
©00,000 of agricultural'products annual- 
13'. and on the other band If a settler ‘ 
went on the land, • cu^ down tne trees 
and grubbed away *t the roots and 
put up buildings, along came the as­
sessor and fined him for it. It surely 
could not be too muen“fo ask that the 

| government, with Its bursting treasury, i. 
i should. take from the-.baek of that |
1 worker the burden they had placed 
! upon 1L

Tariff Tolley
“I don’t doubt,” said the speaker, - 

“that In all their considerations In mat-; 
ters of taxation the policy which the 
Conservative party has always favored 
of making the person who bears most' 
of the burdens of this world to bear _ 
the greatest portion of the burden of; 
taxation also—I mean the Conservative- 
policy of tariff was not dealt with by 
this commission. At least, I would be^ 
very much surprised If It was. Of 
course, they will have the usual excuse 
that It Is a federal matter. That is a, 
neat little scheme. We should tax aj 
man according to his wealth or pov­
erty, but that would not suit the Tory4 
party. They said, *We are men of 
means, and that means that we shall1- 
have to, bear the whole i burden and the 
workingman down there pay nothing.
So many of our supporters are of the 
richer class, and we must take care 
of them." So they took the Hamilton 
Idea and called It tariff. I regret that 
the commission did not take up thl»U 
question, which is the greatest burden 

• on the people of Cenda at the present 
I day; but there will come a time when 
i there will be a demand that a more, 
equitable s>'stem shall be adopted.

Hon. Mr. McPhtllips: "What did they y 
j eay on the 2let of September?"

Mr. Brewster: "They said, when 
blinded by sentiment that was not back- 

| ed up by any argument or statement of 
i fact, that until further enlightened they 
j were going to allow an administration 

by Conservatives. This argument does 
not Sit well on my honorable friend the v y 
president of the council. After all, 

hat was the taxation commission? It 
was simply, like the university commis­
sion. an attempt to throw oft the should­
ers of the government a disagreeable 
tax and place it on the commission.” 

Mlesiox to Ottawa
My friend from Vancouver, always !; 

very eloquent and pleasing to listen to, 
waxed even more eloquent than usual 
over the result of the pilgrimage made ; 
by the premier .and other members of 
the cabinet to Ottawa. I saw from the 
papers, that not only the royalty, the 

; leaders of the Conservative party made 
pilgrimages to Ottawa, but many other 
members of the Conservative party have 
done so, as if their faith in the wisdom 
of Mr. Borden Is not sufficient, and they 
must advise hlm. I notice In the speech 
from the throne some mention made o«. j*.. 
a satisfactory adjustment with the ! 

n Dominion government. What dots It ! 
mean? Some members of the house 
last year Were convinced that the Dom- j 
Inlon government stood In the way j 
of keeping Orléntals out of this pro- j 
xlnce, and we had the Natal Act from | 
the Attorhey-General In season and out 
of season, and so If a satisfactory ar­
rangement has been made I suppose that 
In a few days we shall have the Natal [ 
Act again presented. It will tyt passed, L 
and as we hive now no bad Grits at Ot­
tawa* to interfere with It, we shall have 
a country Where wç can easily depil with 
■tJMtataV itnmigration. Again there caijae j 
to my mind some occurrences just be­
fore tha election. There was a cry oi 
better terms, which meant Increased 
subsidies for British Columbia, ana 
bunding over to the province many other j 
things which the^Domlnlon claimed the 
right to administer. This Better Terms I 
question Is one that you'«an hear at any 
Conservative meeting In British Colum­
bia AH you have to do Is to conjure 
up a picture of the premier making hls j 
grandstand play before the premiers ; 
from the other provinces at pttawa,arid i 

lH they will think we were badly abused, 
but now, as the member for Vancouver , 
said, the dark days are over, now we

,Zr

: ;

a Natal Act, we are to iTave control ot , 
the fisheries, the administration of lands 
In Peace river, and control of lands In 
the railway belt. I fall to find much ot 
this mentioned In the speech from the 
throne, but It does say that the admin 
l&tratioto of the water In the railway 
belt will be placed In the hands of the 
province. While this may be a benefit :
In doing away with conflict In admlnla- '• 
t rat Ion and allowing of the readier de- i 

I velopment of these lands, when that t 
l order-ln-councll Is read before the house Ï 
, l think we will find that If there $ 
i ,hould he any moneys accruing over and I 
i above the expense of administration they 
! will go right back to Ottawa, so that It 
; di es not look as It those pilgrimages 

made so far have accomplished a great 
deal.”

Forthcoming Election
Mr. Brewster continued that it was 

of t ourse necessary that attention r i 
should be directed to these matters, and 
the most should be made of them, as a 
report had gone forth that there was 
to be an election before long, so that it 
should go to the Coneervatlx-e machine, 
from the highest to the lowest, through ■ 
game wardens, constables and other 
officials, that British Columbia will get 
all It can expect, simply because there 
has been a change of government at 
Ottawa.

One change in policy has been hinted 
at: and that was a railway policy which 
It was stated that hls honorable friend 
the premier was to bring down that 
session to catch the voter and retain 
himself In power for another term.

"I don’t know what that policy Is.” 
said Mr. Brewster, "but when the pap­
ers come down and we have an oppor­
tunity to study them, I will tell the 
house what I think of Its merits and 
demerits. I presume the provincial 
government is again going to place its 
credit at the disposal of a corporation 
that might obtain it in the common , 
manner."

He next took up the subject ot the 
Songhees reserve. He was glad the 
question had been settled and the In­
dians removed, though they might have 
been removed years ago. There had 
been nothing In the way only that the 
piemier did not see that there was any!' 
political kudos in It for him if there v 
had been a settlement at that time, but „
Just ae soon as the premier saw there 
was some advantage for him it was 
done. In 1908 Mr. Pedley, of the de­
partment of Indian affairs, came out 
hors for the purpose of settling this 
question with the government In order 
that theré might be no conflict ox-er the 
question of reversionary rights. He be­
lieved that correspondence passed In ! V 
whtch the gox'ernment was to give up ; v 
any reversionary rights, and the city of 
Victoria was to receive forty-three 
acres of that Songhees reserve. At that 
time the land was of little value, but; 

now it'was settled there was some ^ 
value to It—But there was a string on * 
the gold brick, and as soon as it wad 
presented it was pulled back again, and 
now If the city of Victoria wanted thv 
land they had to pay for It 

gnmmlhg Bp
"And now ih conclusion,** said Mr. 

Brewster, “I want to qum up a few of 
the matters placed before us In the 
speech from the throne, and the replies 
of the mover and seconder of the ad­
dress. First, as men honestly desiring 
to legislate for the benefit of British 
Columbia, we should look to other coun­
tries, and see how all these matters ! 
work out. We And that throughout the 
whole world there is a movement that , 
will eventually reach British Columbia, 
and lie who has tolled and borne the r 
burden will claim hls share in the govs | 
ei nment. In Great Britain at present, j 
there are more reforms in view and ; 
more demand for a voice by the people , 
in the legislation of the country than 
at any bther time. In Germany demo- i 
crac y Is forcing the classes Into the . 
corner, and even in the eastern sections ! 
of the world we find unrest. We find j 
old China, after sleeping for thousands v: 
of years, now shaking herself and' j 
awakening, and very soon she will be­
come a great world power. And, sir, i 
xvhile looking at China, dead so long to ! 
the Interests of the modern world, I can 
even have hopes that this Conservative 
party, Just as dead, will wake up and 
sha}te Itself and realise that it Is here 
for some purpose. What do we find Jn 
the speech from the throne? Any help 
for those who wish to get on the land, 
or who are clearing a patch for them-
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I selves back In the forest? Do wo find 
| any home of relief for the workman 

from competition with the Oriental? I 
i hare looked in vain for any of these. 1 
j looked for some one thing at least that 
would touch the whole people of British 
Columbia. I havp found nothing. The 

I same old system that has always con­
trolled the Tory party controls the Tory 
speech, and is easily discerned, and that* 
is that the few shall have and the 
masses shall tolL" (Applause..

Premier McBride
p “I feel sure," said Premier McBride, 

upon rising, and after the outburst of 
applause had subsided which greeted 
his motion to continue the debate, 
“that the members of our legislature 
have followed the criticism of. my 
friend the member for Albernl, a» t 
have, with more than ordinary inter­
est. We have had the opportunity be­
fore of listening to that gentleman In 
his now very responsible role as Lib­
eral party leader during three sessions 
past, in his criticisms of the govern­
ment of today, and I feel that I can 
term his effort of this afternoon cred­
itable to him in a superlative degree. 
Considering the limited numerical 
strength of his party in the house afc| 
prësetit and the other disadvantages 
under which he labors, I think that all 
members of the house will, agree with 
me that he has today acquitted himself 
heroically. v

“Before proceeding to deal with cer­
tain of the observations of my friend,
I desire to refer appreciatively to the 
very bright, crisp and interesting ad- 
dr esses on Friday afternoon In moving 
and seconding the reply by the honor­
able- the second member for Vancouver 
and the member for Yale. We all fel 
lowed their remarks very closely, and 
we all must have come to the one opin­
ion that in these two gentlemen the 
legislature of this country pose 
two members who are both active and 
exceedingly able men. With respect to 
what was said by the honorable mem­
ber for Vancouver city, one is not sur­
prised at the breadth and statesman­
ship displayed in his remarks, remem­
bering that he comes to this house as j 
the representative of one of the wonder ! 
commercial centres of the world. We[ 
must also bear in mind that in the die- ! 
trict of Yale recent development has: 
been strongly marked an<J most satis­
factory with regard not only to the 
mining industry, but also to that ofh 
agriculture, and the very timely ref­
erences made by the representative of j 
Yale district to these two industries ! 
stamp him as a man who is trying to 
follow and to assist in the development 
that Is taking place today by every 
means In his power and with all the 
large ability at his command.

Am Old, Old Org
“Coming back to the remarks of my 

l friend, the member for Albernl. I must 
, again tender him my sincere eongrat- 
I ulations upon the general excellence ot 
j his address. Of course, however, he 

to present once more the thread- 
| bare indictment epitomized in the ques- 
i tion that we have heard from him be- 
| fore, ‘Where is the government's land 
g policyr That is an old, old cry. De- 
! spite the progress which Is apparent on 
1 every hand and the development which 
j every resident of this favored province 
I must recognise and appreciate, his at- ! 
j titude is unchanged. With rer/ect to ] 
Ithis laM^ policy of the government, 
i The workers, the agrlçulturlsts, the 
! business men of the country, have,
| when roe opportunity of elections 
j presented itself, shown them eel' 
first to come to the endorsement 

> administration apd it* policy w!
5 the course of the government haf 
I submitted to the jury of the eleef 

for Its consideration. Instead of 
ing away on this one old string, 

l stead of attempting to depredwi tli 
j efforts which are being put firth rr.m- 
I tinually to promote the Jive.r-pment, 
l and the proseperlty of Brills-i Cuhinpblfe.! 
\ my friend the member for Albernl; 
| should come forward man-fashion sod! 
| tender his congratulations to the coun- 
j try upon prevailing conditions, especial- 
I ly as to the development sng settlement 
« of the lande of British Columbia which 

Is taking place. British Columbia is 
i not at all comparable with either Al 

or Saskatchewan in respect if
Tif :tt» 'ImC

m

v jg* #

net » pralrff Vkvtne.. «ni It In not po«- 
slbie for us to lay out our tonds check- 
er-board fashion and sell and eettle 
them overnight. We have a country dt 
topographical difficulties, of physical 
difficulties, where before we can do 
anything directly in tue settlement of 
the lands it is necessary for us to con­
struct highways and induce the building 
of railways, so as t* bring our colon­
ists in close touch with markets »n4 
bases of supply before they can clear 
the heavily-timbered lands which are 
the characteristic area» of this country- 
We haven't the prairie land to offer 
prospective settlers, but our timbered 
lands make excellent farming areas 
when once they have been cleared.

TTneqaallod Sett
The soil of the greater portion of 

British Columbia. when properly 
brought under cultivation, may bo 
fairly said to be unequalled the world 
over In Its productivity. But the con­
ditions are very different here from 
those applying to the development oik 
the lande of the prairie provinces which 
were undoubtedly in my friend's mind 
when he was speaking today. I would 
ask him wnether or net he expected us 
to take him seriously la his references 
te unscrupulous land speculators In 
this province? Bee he not been during 
years past one of those continually; 
and unqualifiedly supporting with both: 
hands the Liberal party of the Domin­
ion of Canada, which has dene more for} 
the assistance of lend speculators, to 
the detriment of the public interest, 
than perhaps any other government 
which Canada has over known? Has he 
forgotten the Saskatchewan land deal, 
may I aak? He ooroee here and prefers 
against this Government this specific | 
indictment with respect to land specu­
lation. and yet he is himself one of the 

! men in Canada supporting with both ;
! hands an "administration responsible for ; 

such a bargain—I use the word in all j 
charity—aa the Saskatchewan land deal. i 
Perhaps no one is eo well qualified to 
deal with the subject of ouch ‘specula- •... 

; tlon" as one who has been so long as- 
soclated as he with the Liberal party „ 
in Canada. What speculation could be j '

| more open to censure than that which 
we find has been systematically lndulg- 
ed in in connection with our own Pacif- 
ic fisheries. Do we not find food for 
the most serious consideration In the f | 

1 manner in which fishery rights and In- .
tereets In British Columbia have been 

! systematically farmed out by the Lib- ^ 
era! party of Canada? Having regard 

. to these things It would seem that there 
t is no man more qualified to address the p 

House and the country on the subject of Wj 
Iniquitous speculation than one who ac- j* 

, knowledges the same allegiance to the 
• Liberal party a» my friend opposite.

“With regard to the land policy of the 
government It is perhaps scarcely neces­
sary for me to repeat that our land pol-i 
Icy Is making for the aubstantial devel­
opment of the country and that, under 
it, we have don# and are doing wbst we 
can to restrict speculation, and if pos­
sible to prohibit speculation r end the 
speculator in connection with the util­
isation of the crown lands of British 
Columbia. We have at the present time 
an excellent credit and we propose keep- uj 
Ing that credit strong eo that our op- r 
portunlties and our relatione with the t*V 
financial world may be such that we ^ 
may continue to enjoy facilities for the fèp 
colonisation and the utilisation of the oe 
resources of this country which is our | .
very valuable heritage. In order to i|jr 
preserve our credit it is necessary for jgj&g 
us to retain confidence everywhere and 
in doing this it is essential that we keep K . 
the administration of our lands upon a ‘ 
firm, legitimate and creditable plane. ! ~

I Our land laws are laws which we i 
' reason to be proud of. They afg^aw» j 
; which are being widely copied ;
| parts of the world, and they come, to j 
j us as a part of the Inheritance we have 
: received from those courageous first Jj 

settlers to whose genius and indomlt- 
| able efficiency British Colombia owes jj 
! ®° much. Although so large a proper- 
; tlon of our lands are heavily timbered, f 

and despite those physical disadvantages V 
under which we labor, we find that dur- 
ÉËÈLIÉliilÊt year the nupïber of

Columbia. }•

■ üi*



apart altogether from those with sav-l 
Ings or independent resources who have 
acquired lands by purchase, has Increas^j 
ed by fifty per cent; and as r*pidl£, as, 
quickly as we can secure the construe#.; 
tion of railways and build roads to give 
access to our lands, the proportion of? 
.pre-emptors will constantly Increase. We! 
find that wherever we have good land 
to offer. In touch with market facilities 
so soon as we can construct roads wè 
get settlers. So soon as we can thus 
provide for their necessities we can looK 
for good settlers and we need not look 
In valh. If the government instead of 
thus scientifically studying the necesr* . 
sitlea of the situation arising from the 
conditions of the country were to go 
blindly ahead with borne scheme of land 
settlement such as my friend from AL- 
bernl has doubtless read about in some 
book it is not very difficult to realize 
the result that might acme to the dis­
advantage of British Columbia.

Every Season tot Pride
“We have every reason to be proud of 

our land policy and also of the manner 
In which the people of British Columbia 
have stood by Us whenever an appeal 
has been mu de to them for endorsement 
of the course of the government, of 
which the lane policy of necessity forms 
a part. In the promotion of land set­
tlement n'ot only do we try to provide 
facilities of communication in the way 
of railways and trunk' roads, but we 
endeavor at the same time when the 
settler comes in to provide markets for 
his products and facilities for the edu- 

| cation of his children fully equal to 
what he would have had had he re­
mained in the Motherland or In the; 
Eastern provinces -of this Canadian Do­
minion. The broad, -fedllcy of encourag­
ing beneficial colonization by the mak-: 

i lng of railways add roads, the provls- 
- Ion of markets and the establishment of 
j public schools Is Unquestionably one to 
j the credit of this Province; and I war- 
j rant you that when the final census 
! returns are available my friend from 

Albernl will be greatly delighted to 
find how the agricultural population of 
British Columbia has Increased and the 
superior position to'which the farming 
industry has attained. We have notj 
perhaps, been able to do everything! 
that the most exacting critic might ask 
of us. but considering the conditions of 
British Columbia, Its topography and 
configuration, the heavily timbered na­
ture of a considerable portion of our 
lands, etc., we have, I think, managed 
to go far In the settlement of our 
lands In a manner profitable to British 
Columbia and creditable to the pro­
vince and to the Empire.

Beeognlsee Ho “Binge"
“My friend from Albernl thought fit 

to make a very pointed reference In re-; 
spect to the passage of a certain order- 
ln-cpuncil providing for an increase In > 
the price of crown lands and àsked the 
Houge to believe that that order-ln-; 
council was rendered necessary at that; 
particular time by political reasons, In 
order to protect what he termed ‘an 
inside ring.' I may say to this Houses 
and to the country that this govern-" 
ment knows or recognises no rings or 
special friends. No individual or com- . 
blnatlon or aggregation of any sort or , 
description has had any Recognition * 
from this government In connection . 
with any public business not strictly 
In accordance with the law or right; 
and Liberal, Independent, Socialist onf • 
Laborlte has as -strong a place before 
this administration and Is as certain - 
of receiving just consideration in any;'': 
dealings with it as Its most hearty ; 
Conservative follower. It Is not only; ( 
unfair to the government, but to .my ; 
frlgpd In opposition that anyone s^oul* 
havë"pûiTin his hands statements such,' . 
as he has made today. -The strongest1; ^ 
word that can be fouhd ixi the diction-:j , 
dry Is not sufficient to properly char-! 
ncterlse and condemn the mlsrepresenta-i 
tion of- the government’s administration!j

uwjwW*. :iw.
-4h5 I hàlif refcsoh to b

Hev^$ihat If the-grand;vtqtal of landi 
operattbns In Brltjsh^fcoiiimbla of re-1 
pent, date could be analysed it would V 
be found that ..the majority of appll-J" 
cants 1» roads up Xof r^lberals and not] _ 3 

" ^ tome fewL^

pot by so? The latt| 
i these ;

minister these lands in the public; be- 
half. Here again my friend seems to 
have suffered through contact "with ‘an 
inside ring.* We In the Conservative 
party do not know what it is |q have 
any inside ring. The Conservative 
party stands today, as It has always' 
stood for favors to none and equal 
rights for ell. (applause..

Tribute to Late OoL Wolfenden 
“In connection with my friend’s re­

ference to the matter, I am very glad 
to be able to say with reference to the 
demise of the late King's Printer, that 
I was permitted to see Colonel Wolf--, 
ciiden very shortly before he passed 
away. I shall never forget the long 

pleasant and most satisfactory re­
lations which during So many years 
existed between that courteous gentle­
man and most efficient- public officer . 
and the various governments during Ills ; 
long years of service In British Co­
lumbia. I had been privileged to enjoy 
his acquaintance since the early days.
As a civil servant his place was an im­
portant one and was ably filled. And 
because of his zeal and his steadiness 
as a servant of the Crown, his Majesty 
King Edward had seen fit to bestow; 

jupon him the Imperial Service Order,.
-j which was duly presented by His Honor; 

j the Lieutenant-Governor. This honor v 
was no more than a partial recognitions 

I of his merits, and upon his decease a'f 
special issue' of the Gazette was Issued 
announcing his regretted death, he 
having been until his taking away,; 
King’s Printer and publisher of the: 
first and all official gazettes in the 
province of British Columbia. 1 I î-j

Taxation Matters
“Now, as to what my friend has said 

with regard to taxation matters: It , 
wilf be well, perhaps to defer any ex­
tended discussion of this subject until !.. 
the report is presented to the House of 
the Royal Commission to which was 
entrusted the special investigation of 
all matters connected with assessments 
and the liftJdence of taxation through- ; 
out the province, in the appointment' 
bf that commission the government 
fortunate in securing the services of: 
two very prominent British Colum-i 
Mans to assist my colleagues, the Fi­
nance Minister and the President of 
the Council, I refer to Mr. C. H» Lugrln 
of Victoria and Mr. W. H. Malkin of , 
Vancouver. We have this to our credit , 
as a government -that whenever and 
wherever we have found it necessary, 
and expedient to appoint a commission- 
to investigate any special problems ' 1 
presenting themselves for our consld- L 
eratlon, we have had from those com-; 
missions well studied and practical re­
ports upon which subsequently valuable ; 
and beneficial legislation has been1 
based. As instances In po^nt* Ï may re- ; ; 
fer to the previous commission on tax- ; 
ation, to the commission on insurance: 
matters, and to the commission upon; 
the selection of a University site for 
British Columbia. We all are aware of!' 
the work of these pâst commissions and : 
of the nature of their reports and of 1 
what has followed their reception, j 
based upon them. When I refer today! 
to the report soon to be presented to 
the House as a result of the operations: 
of the taxation commission, I do so 
with, full assurance that .good, sound, 
useful legislation will In due course 
follow, as a result of the investigations 
recently conducted by this tribunal.; 
These special economic conditions with; 
which the government, the tax collector, 
must deal, have been thoroughly gone; 
into, the commissioners travelling to 
all parts of the province in order that 
the most complete and authoritative 
data might be obtained and the sound­
est conclusions arrived at in respect to 
the spécial problem under examination.
I understand , from my colleague, the 

; Pittance Minister, who was chairman of 
this commission that in a vety: fèw days 
he hopes to be able to present, through 
His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, 
the commission's report, to this House- 

‘for its consideration.
FtGovernment and Farmers 
i1 "My , friend has said, much with-re* i 
hfepect to the attitude of the government 
towards the farmer. I well remember 
in 1904, when we were obliged to In-

.



| crease taxation generally, and It Incl- 
5 dentally became necessary for ug to 

5pj tuik the farmers for a larger contribu­
tif tlon than they had been previously pay- 

toward the revenues of the country,
^ we were accused as enemies of the 
ner, and held up to abuse for our 

lr; treatment of him. And l remember well 
: vît,lat when we then went to the farmers 

for their assistance how they turned 
H ont the Liberals and returned good 
■vj Tories In their place. The farmers ap- 
i^j predated the situation as It existed, and | 

stood by us and the country patriotical- 
ly- - Since then, happily, we have been 

ffigh.lnblc to reduce taxation on a graduated 
f scale and I believe that when-we have 
1 had the report of the taxation commts- 
j slon laid before us We shall be able to 
jeome to this house, and recommend still 

; further decreased. But the farmers are 
j not complaining. The only one farmer 
: that T have heard saying very much 

Üj with regard to the burden of taxation 
! ", Is my friend the member for Albernl— 

and perhaps, too, tile member for .New­
castle. Of all the farmers of British 

I ’ Columbia $hese t«^o appear . to -be the 
' only ones; who feçi themselves unjustly 

j> ; d«uMt With. The others are not.com- 
>pmlnlbg. -To a-.wery«reat extent our 
W farm lands lie within the boundaries of 
jH municipalities. and^we^Jhiave nothin* to 

do with th, revenu,, from tarmW

L^,t,=n \t
or municipal incorporetton pre^

Lnu tuelt. Hwvth, h.6 •***£?£
provincial administration ol their to 
,.r.,te you wUl always end the people

sz? *»— «*
povernment and adopt a municipal term 
5 government. A. a ««.era! title. It 1» 
our practice to accord Home Rule whe - 

ver It is naked for. But It Is worthy 
oï^mar. that whenever a propoMl to

.. -1 meat, and aak, hlnmelf ver, -rlojtolj j

*
ill %tei '- , " 'S-

It ;it is for the best, because for somp I- 
reason or other he does not Jike to leave 
the province—that Is direct provincial 

I administration.
My friend from Albernl said a whole 

, lot in regard to tariffs and protection.
I Was he still in his humorous vein? Had 

be forgotten that during flfteen years 
or more he had loyally supported tfie 
1.aurler government in Its policy of free 
trade In name, but protection In reality 
and practice. If he looked over the 
latest election returns he will find that 
tho termers of this country expressed 
themselves as pretty well satisfied with 
Conservative treatment in the past and 

| with what they may expect to receive 
Conservative party In the

regard to Better Terme: 
friend from AlhernlM> V . a in. fact that the unanlmou,

I :^7f toi. h.I« ha. ton recorded to 
1 Xm.nt.-d ^confirmation .t tb.

posit ten which I took st Ottawa. He 
seems to have forgotten that If we were 
to measure In monetary terms the con- 

| cideration which we asked, it would be 
expressed as one million dollars. About 
$380.009 wo have already received in 

I increased subsidy. As one of the re­
sults of the action taken by thlg leg Is- j 
lature and at Ottawa we secured an 

| offer of one million dollars, which we 
1 refused to acept, protecting that re- 
| fusai by an appeal to the home authori­

ties on the matter of Better Terms. Our 
claim for a more equitable arrangement 
with the Dominion Is therefore In Just 
as good a position, as live an Issue ss 
ever, and in bringing pressure to bear 
upon the government at Ottawa with a 
view to securing a final settlement in 
this connection It Is our determination 
to leave nothing undone In order to ob- 

complete and final adjustment [j 
which will be thoroughly equitable to 

rest conqerncd, and meet with

' -'hi-s-x'

£360

the unqualified approval Of the
of British Columbia.

“Now, with regard to the water ques-^1 
tlon: We have not measured .-»e return 
In dollars and cents which th# pro­
vince Is likely to get through adminis­
tration of the water tn Dominion landgi 
That administration Is properly a pure-i - 
ly local or domestic question, and the 
proper place for Its disposal Is herej * 
and not st Ottawa, three thousand-* 
miles sway. What Is good for the . 
people of British Columbia In ether- V - ’ 
portions of the province should be 
good for the rest of those who live ., 
within the boundaries of the railway 
belt We had made the same appeals 
In regard to this matter to the last gov­
ernment, but with very little success» |
When we went to Ottawa on the last 
occasion, the attorney-general, the mtu- .—4» 
later of lande and I met with Hon. Mr. V 
Regers and the prime minister of Cap- ^ 
ada, and after a conference Of a few V1 
hours with them, were able to leave 
the parliament buildings at the nation­
al capital with an assurance that our 
proposals would, and should, be taken 
up. It Is expected that an Act will 
very shortly be brought uown providing 
for our administration of this matter.

3 Tho terms of agreement are now being 
considered by the department at Ot­
tawa and the attorney-general here,

^ and so soon as the text of a memorand­
um of agreement Is decided upon. Its 
details will be laid before this house. 
Meanwhile It Is scarcely necessary for 
me to emphasise how Important this 
matter is, meaning a «most the life of 
the lands within the railway bolt and 
the prosperity of the people who there 
have their homes and tbelr interests.

- The productivity of the land# In the
toi dry belt has only recently begun 

obtain full recognition, and the Ka

.
’
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! loops and adjacent districts are only 
| now Just coming Into their own. Mil- ! 
lions of money will be required to pro- 
vide irrigation facilities for their ade-* ^

j quote development, and soon yet more ! - ;
millions will be necessary in order to 
provide all necessary Inpedimeata for , •*>' •

A the development of these lands. We 
i are on the spot, in the best position to 
advance the utilisation of these lands 
and the development of their full pro­
ductiveness. At the present time It Is 
not my Intention to make more than 
passing reference to tnîs question. In 
consequence of the privy council de­
cision with regard to water right# wlth- 

- In the railway belt, many questions 
i have arisen Involving very consiuerable 
hardship, which,can only be romved by 
careful and uniform action, which the 
province will take at the first oppor­
tunity.

Agricultural Problem 
“In connection with the large excess 

"of Imports over production In agricult­
ural produce, which was referred to 
briefly by the member for Yale and 
also by the second member for Van­
couver, the fact must not be overlooked 
that relatively to population a similar 
excess has existed for many years. Re­
cently It has been more marked by rea­
son of the greater inrush of population, 
particularly as this inrush has been 
directed chiefly toward to$ra and city 
centres. It has been estimated that 
each head of the population In British 
[Columbia consumes of such products to 
the value of $80. In 1810 It was esti­
mated that 75,000 persons were added 

^to the population, and In 1911 the num- 
jber certainly could not have been. less.
The Increase of consumption, therefore, 
for which no provision could have been 
made by the farming population, was 

I no lees than about six million dollars; 
and, considering the increase from year 
to year of population. It could not 
have been expected that anything like 
a balance cduld be struck between Im­
ports and. consumption. When the 
minister of finance comes to deliver hie 
budget speech we may expect to have 

i details laid before us of this, what ap- 
'"]pears to be, astonishing disparity, and 

to be shown that really from the stand­
point of production, agrtcul titrai ly. the 
farmers of British Columbia are dolnf 
wonderfully well as compared with for- 

!jmor years. Of the total of what «tre 
Ici-isK-d hh agricultural ^products, It 

i Jroust be borne In mind that there will 
- . lalways be a considerable portion im- 

Iported at certain seasons of the year 
when we do not produce to meet our 
own necessities, or wnen our supply Is 
temporarily abort. We Import 

sshlngton, Oregon, California,

;
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tralla and New Zetflànd: Our season* 
do not correspond, and therefore we are 
1n the happy position of being able to 
obtain fresh products at what would 
otherwise be off seasons at home. We 
confidently anticipate that the Influx 
of population, as well as the ^natural 
increase, will continue for many years 
to come, and I, personalty, do not anti­
cipate, however rapid our farming de­
velopment may be, that our farmers 
will be able to catch up very soon. We 
would be delighted to grow a great deal 
more than we do, but this large excess 
I regard, under the circumstances, as 
but one of the incidents of our very 
rapid growth. It means that our farm­
ers have continued demand for their 
product at good prices, and while the 
farmers are prosperous! the rest of the 
community is not likely to suffer very 

I much. I do not conquer it wise at the 
i present juncture to go further Into the 
matter of, our agricultural production, 
for the reason that It must be to some 
considerable extent an estimate, but as 
the census was taken last year, we may 
expect very shortly to be In possession 
of more exact details.

Bail way Policy
“Now with regard to our railway 

policy you will notice that my friend 
from Albeml has said again today 
practically what he said two years ago 

the same topic, that our railway 
policy was but a bait to catch the peo­
ple. I read the press of the country 
and the Liberal press whldh echoes 
this opinion. It it Is pleased to term 
any effort which myself and colleagues 
may put forth to secure the develop­
ment and the prosperity of British Co­
lumbia by means of railway construc­
tion as a bait, it is well entitled to 
use that phrase. I hope at all times 
to be able to justify to the house and 
to the country my offering to British 
Columbia of a similar bait—if that bait 
means the settling up of the waste areas 
of this country, the development of 
those areas, the placing of thousands 
lof industrious people in our fertile val­
leys and in our timbered or our richly 
|mineralised hills. (Applausa) We have 
been told by my friend the member for 
lAlbernl that I am desirous of precipi­
tating a general election, i am no more" 
fond of general election» than anyone 
else, for they mean a very arduous 
period, and the man who must stand" 
responsible for the policy of this coun­
try and the administration of lte af­
fairs must necessarily feel it most 
This government has now been in ex­
istence for a period of ten years, and 

I may say that I have never initiated

t
ny general policy unless I have felt 
bat it was for the advantage of Brit­
ish Columbia and that I had the peo- 
jpie behind me In its initiation and If 
lit appears to me that further develop­

ment by railway construction la neces- 
Isary I will go to the country on that 
[policy, not as a bait but for the judg­

ment of the people before I make the v- * 
move, and if they do not agree with j 
me they can turn me out and put my I - t 
friend, the leader of the opposition, in ; 
my place, and l can go out with the - 
feeling that we have given an honest • “ 
administration to British Columbia and i _ 
the best service of which we are cap- LÜtiN 
able In our country’s behalf. (Ap­
plause.)

Hot MarfMar Tims
"Balt! Coming back to this house with 

virtually the whole province behind us. 
do we need to offer the country any 
bait? If we desired to go to the coun­
try today, with or without an enlarged 
railway policy, I feel confldent we 
would hi returned without question.

| But we are not here, to mark time.
Any government which does not make It 
its business to study the signs of the 
times and how It can best produce the 
development of this province, keeping 
touch with the forward march of west­
ern America and doing all that lies 
In Its power to promote the substantial 
interests of the country would be un­
fit to control the Interests of this prov­
ince and the people of British Colum­
bia.

"I shall not touch at any length on 
the subject of railway construction as 
later on In the session I hope to deal 
not only with the «details of work that 
has already been prosecuted under, ex­
isting arrangements but also with what 
4s reasonably possible within the :
few years ahould

■ m
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? aOC*Pt my suggestion,, 
which I feel confident it will, i think 
that up to the pre«ent It will be con- 
ceded even by my good friend, the 
leader of the oppoeition. that the rail- 
way policy of the government hae been 
a fairly aucceaeful one. It 1, a matter ! 
of common knowledge that railway con-
™.U„Co .°Vhe ma'nl,nd a"d «h the 
Island of Vancouver 1, progressing 
along the most favorable lines, and | 
that every reasonable anticipation has 
b«m realized. The volume of business 
that has arisen out of railway con- l 
atruction alone has been very large In- 1 
deed, and Js at least one of the factors I 
of the present prosperity enjoyed by 
all parts of this province.

Faith ia the Future 
"In proposing to submit my railway 

policy to this house, which I hope to 
in two or three weeks, I do so with 
strong faith In the future of the coun­
try and with a firm determination to 
do everything within my power to­
wards implementing its development 
through the construction of these pro- I 
jected and necessary roads.

"It Is amusing to hear the member 
ror Albeml once more lament the dis­
position of this government to sacri­
fice the credit of the country for the 
advantage of railway corporations. Why 
one of the last acts of the Liberal gov­
ernment at Ottawa was to guarantee the 
bonds of the Canadian Northern for no 
less a sum than thirty-seven million 
dollar. This WM an very good. In the 
opinion of my friend, for a Liberal gov­
ernment at Ottawa, but for this Con­
servative government of British Co­
lumbia it is a high crime and misde­
meanor! Consistency is a jewel which 
my friend, apparently, has still to go 

to I will promise him In Tits 
solicitude for the best Interests of Van­
couver Island that in the armngement 
of the details of our railway policy w$ 
shall not be unmindful of the inter-? 
eats of hie constituency apd those of, 
the entire island. I do not mean that 
Vancouver Islnad shall benefit especial­
ly. but that we shall take such meas­
ures as appear to us best for the pro­
motion of the legitimate prosperity of I 
the entire province of British Columbia; ; 
for what is good for Vancouver Island • Is good for all of British Columbia, and \ 
what redounds ot the advantage of all £ 
British Columbia must be for the ma- " 
terlal benefit of Vancouver Island—for a we are and ever will remain, one and ! 

Inseparable. (Applause.)
The Coronation

The member for Yale, and I think 
the second member for Vancouver, re- l 
ferred to the imposing functions con- s' 
nected with the coronation of King ü 
George and Queen Mary, at which I i 
had the honor with my colleague, the 
attorney general, to represent the j 
province. You are aware that Brit- 
iah Columbia was officially represent- i 
™ Î* th« coronation ceremonie, in 
London by invitation of colonial 
office, and I dealre. to express my eense
kfndn.it *pprecU“ll’n the uniform 
eirand^ ! conalderatlon that were 
extended to my colleague and Mr, Boweer. and to my wife myeeft 

during our stay in London, by the Im perial authorltle. and by many „?„!£ 

The coronation itself wae a wonderful 
th. * ceremony carried out as I
with iw, !re the oU home land.
" nhanlute perfection of arrange- 
frnm „ “•‘"•«•entatlve, were present 
from all section, of the empire and It wa, moat refreshing and ”,“ring 

thus to see Britishers from ail quart­
ers of the globe fraternising and 
standing shoulder to shoulder as kn- 
perial brethren should.
, "T*1* outstanding feature, the lesson 
to be drawn from such imposing dis­
play as that which characterised the 
? T"*'!0? ceremony and celebration, 
le found In the fact that the whole of 
the great empire was adequately re- 
preehnted, end that the enthusiasm and 
evidence, of devotion to their majes­
ties and their majesties' dominions ob­
serve throughout, typified and repre- 
ssntsd the spirit of the empire and the 
•pirn of every portion of the greatest empire of the world, of which 7e 

Canada and in British Columbia are 
end are bound to be more and more 
a conspicuous part. Nothing like 
oould be possible in any other nation 
or empire the wide world over.

■Tv.
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seemed, too, as one noted care- 
the spirit and sentiment of the 

occasion that there was constantly 
manifest a strong - desire on the part 
of the home land to recognise the Do­
minions over the seas at their full 
worth and importance, and this and 
the meeting together of Britains from 
all quarters of the globe must inevit­
ably produce a bett** understanding 
and a fuller community of interest" 
and sympihy. And while legislative 
movement must necessarily be slow. 
It was unmistakably evidenced that 
the imperial Idea was steadily grow- 

f, ,j ihg; that we are being brought con- 
i stantly nearer the goal; and I may

, people on the 21st of September last 
may be taken as fully warranting us 

gçfr : f In saying that Canada is fully ready 
to play her part in the closer draw­
ing of the bonds that hold the British 
empire together.

H. *. K. The Duke 
"The mover and the seconder of the 

address also referred in fitting terms 
to the succession of H. R. H. the 
Duke of Connaught to the governor- 
generalship of Canada. This above 
everything else Is evidence of the de­
sire at home to give to the relations 
between this the chiefest of the Brit­
ish dominion, and Great Britain and 
other portions of the empire, that per- 
sonal and human touch whldh counts 
so much in the affairs of nations. It 
la another of those Indefinable ties to 

! Motherland which binds us all to­
gether and helps to pave the way 
smoothly to still closer political rela- 
tions, of whatever nature they may be,

. as the ultimate solution of the em­
pire problem. Upon the occasion of 
our visit to Ottawa one of the first 

: privileges accorded us by Premier Bor­
den was that of an audience with His 
Royal Highness. He- came from hie 
office and expressed the wish that my 
colleagues and myself should call upon 
him, which we very gladly did. He 
treated us with a marked considera­
tion end courtesy such as only His 
Rc-yal Highness could have shown, ex­
pressing his deep interest In and sollci- 

r :, - , tude of British Columbia, recalling in- 
r | cldents of his short visit here some 21

years ago, and expressing his Intention 
] to revisit this province in the very 

near future.
"When he does come to us Î feel con­

fident that he will receive such a rous­
ing and enthusiastic welcome as will 
bring Joy and gladness to his heart 
He will find himself among Britishers 
and Canadians who love the land they 

| live in and appreciate at its full 
worth the flag that flies above them.

"I believe and I think it is general- 
_ ly understood In official circles that 

‘ the appointment of the Duke of Con- 
_ ; nought as governor-general In Canada 

! was In deference to the expressed per­
sonal wish of the late King Edward, 

‘"Igj whose wisdom and kingly statesman­
ship did so much for the welfare of 
his people In their relations with one 
another and with other people. It 
was it: accordance with his late ma­
jesty’s desire that the duke should 
make It his- very pleasurable task to 
come to Canada, and in consequence, 
that he has now thrown in his lot with 
the Canadian people. Taking the 
coronation and the appointment of Hie 
Royal Highness together we nyy say 
that here are found two of the most 
Important and significant events in 
the history of the evolution of the Im­
perial ideal—-two events most notable 
in their empire-making effect Another

f . 1 The success of the Conservative party
upon the issue which its opponents 

j chose to give battle upon was a mee-
J page to Grgat Britain that the heart

Canada Is right—that Canada stands

British subjects the world over can 
work with each other for all purposes 

the common good.

Sari Orey’e Departure
"Another matter which properly Is 

referred to In his honor’s speech le 
that of the recent departure of Earl 
Grey from this Canadian Dominion. 
It is only a short time ago. upon the 
occasion of his departure, since I had 
from his lordship a message conveying 
his best wishes for British Columbia 
and for her people. How closely Earl 
Grey has followed everything of in­
terest to Canada and to British Colum­
bia is well known. He has at all times 
evinced a special interest in this prov­
ince, and never neglected any slight­
est opportunity to bring himself into 
touch with conditions here and tA 
study and become acquainted with our 
people. It Is not too much to say that 
we have never had in the old land a 
better or more sympathetic friend 
than we have in Lord Grey, and when 
I say that the people of British Co­
lumbia wish him and his every hap­
piness and prosperity I say nothing 
that is one bit extravagant.

Bympathetlo Delations 
“With regard to our visit to Ottawa, 

all details of the mission will be con­
tained in a report which will shortly be 
presented to the house, and what we 
have done w.111 then be open to debate 
and criticism. Many matters were 

j taken up, and we are encouraged to be*
| lieve that progress has been made In 
I the accomplishment of our commission, 
j I can promise this house that nothing j will be left undone to emphasise to the 
» full the desires of this province. I do 
| not want the people of this province or 

of any part of Canada to think that we 
have asked for or expect any more from 
the Borden government than we are 

, strictly entitled to or that we should 
have obtained from the Laurier govern­
ment. Our present relatione are those 
which should subsist between a province 
and a Dominion, of which It Is an in­
tegral part, each supreme within Its 
own limits, but willing and anxious to 
èllminate causes off fiction where re­
spective jurisdictions or interests seem 
tc conflict They are not the relations 
which have subsisted since the Laurier 
government came into power, and even 
before that event, and the relations 
which we as a government were anxious 
ti establish long ago. I am not in a 
position to say at the present moment 
just to what extent rfegotiations will be 
curried on with the Dominion or to dis­
cuss the details of all that Is proposed 
in the way of the settlement of out­
standing matters as between the pro* 
vince and the Dominion, I do not think 
it would be right or proper to do so at 
the present, but I feel that you may rest 
assured that the progress shown in re­
spect to the administration of water iti 
the railway belt and the increased ap­
propriations this province is recelvmg 
in various public works will be carried 
te a point where a satisffetory settle­
ment of vexed issues can be affected.

Another .tiling I will say. and that is 
that whenever we now go to Ottawa 

- with a case that Is decent, right and 
! fair, we will receive that treatment to

■WÿV'’

which we feel that we are as a province 
| entitled. Papers In connection with our 

visit will soon be presented to the house 
and these will go Into matters with ad 
much detail as possible, in addition to 
the questions which hâve arisen as 
those already under consideration, 
there are many matters connected with 
mining, agriculture fisheries, forestry, 
railway construction, immigration and 
labor, etc,; In regard to which the two 
governments can and should work in 
co-operation, supplementing each other’s 
efforts without Impinging upon respec­
tive rights or mixing up legislative 
authority in any way. Towards this 
end I may say the two governments are 
now working. This I have already said 
might have been in the past, and It isf 
destined to produce substantial results 
In the future. We are asking no favors 
or no discrimination In our behalf— 
simply recognition of that to which In 
all fairness we are entitled. And what­
ever makes for the good of British Co­
lumbia must redound to the advantage 
of Canada as a whole. (Applause.)

«If-
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*. C.’s Revenue
"I do not think it ie necessary for me 

at the present time to take up much j 
time in consideration of the financial • 
position of the province as disclosed by 
the pubic accounts. These have been 
laid before the house and speak for I 
themselves. We have today a revenue 
four times greater than we had when 
this government took power. We have 
a surplus for the last fiscal year of ap­
proximately two and a quarter millions. 
And we have a cash balance in the 
bank. We have all this, and we have at j 
the same time been able to expend very 
large sums on necessary public works, 
and to do efficiently and on a larger : 
scale than ever before in the history of 
the province those many things which ! 
arc necessary and desirable in the way i 
of the administration of our affaire, and j 
the development of our resources. As i 
I have said on previous occasions In 
discussing these matters, and the pros- j 
perlty of the people generally, while the f 
government cannot and does not take ‘ 
to Itself the entire credit, It may fairly ? 
lay claim to a reasonable share of re­
sponsibility for placing the political 
and financial affairs of British Columbia : 
in such a position that the business ele- ? 
rcent and the workingmen of this pro­
vincial community can turn to the best 
advantage the opportunities which lie | 
before them. The credit of the province j 
has now been so established that if the ‘ 
government and the legislature deemed 
it necessary and desirable, we might go ; 
to the money markets of the world and j 
pledge it to the extent of many mil- * 
Hons our securities today ranking am- j 
ong the best in the World.

Songhees imm
"As to the Songhees reserve settle- ' 

mont, my friend the member for Albernl | 
has said that it might have been arriv- j 
ed at long ago, but that we were await­
ing an ,opportune time in order to make 
political capital upon It Let me tell 
him that for years different govern­
ments have been endeavoring to bring 
about an arrangement under which the 
removal of the Ind^apg from this reser­
vation might be bçqpght about but it 
has remained for administration to 
eecuré a final settlement of this long, 
vexed question, it "jjpi but fair to say 
that when we of necessity asked the co- 
operation 6t the Ottawa authorities it 
was forthcoming, save and except with 
respect to the disposition of the new 
reserve at Esquimau. Instead of offer­
ing In fairness to take that reserve for 
the Indians upon the usual terms, the 
province retaining its reversionary in­
terest, they would not consent to the 
settlement arrived at until we should 
give them a freehold Interest in the new 
reserve. We were held up, and we gave 
it, because it was of paramount impor­
tance that the removal of the Indians 
should be secured, and that the prop­
erty in the old reserve shouid be put to 
more appropriate uses for the advantag* 
of the people of Victoria and of British 
Columbia.

“However, we have the reserve prop­
erty today; we are now engaged in 
clearing up the title; we have under way 
plans with respect to railway accom­
modation, and we will endeavor In our 
final arrangements to put the reserve 
property to such uses as will be not 
only profitable but creditable to, the 
province. We have in it a large in­
vestment. and we believe that we will 
get every cent back, but the general 
good of the public and the province is 
and will be our first consideration, 
rather than looking for profit. This 
has influenced our actions all the way 
through.

Tribute to Victoria
"In respeot to/the forty-three acres 

which my friend from Alberni has 
spoken of as promised to the city of 
Victoria under an did order-in-council 
of several years ago, I notice that my 
friend opposite has laid a special em­
phasis upon this, suggesting that as I 
am a member for Victoria if an elec­
tion Is brought on, he will do his best 
to fix me on. this text, (laughter). I 
have one great comfort and that is that 
the people of Victoria are fair-minded, 
clear-headed and progressive. They 
realise quite fully that the Victoria of 
ten years ago is very different from the 
Victoria of today. Then the population 
was about twenty thousand; today we 
have a bustling, busy, rapidly-growing 
commercial city of 60,000 or
so soon as ra“----- ------ —**------ -
.
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other factories in comprehensive de­
velopment have been completely ar­
ranged for, it will be a city of a hun­
dred thousand or more. The people of 
Victoria look at this matter In a busi­
ness way end realize that land thus 
brought Into the business part of the 
city could never be allotted in large 
area for park purposes. If I am not 
right I am prepared to answer with and 
to the people of Victoria. They will 
find that in the final settlement the 
action taken in the Songhees matter 
will meet with their entire satisfaction 
and be acceptable also to the people of 
all parts of Vancouver island and the 
entire province of .British Columbia.

Indian Lands and Titles 
"And while I am on this question of 

the Songhees reserve, I might refer 
briefly to the question of Indian re­
serves in general. My friend the sec­
ond member for Vancouver, made some 
reference to this matter and perhaps 
left an impression that he had no de­
sire e to convey, and one which might 
tend to disturb the minds of the In- ■■ 
dlans throughout the province. There 
has been much in the papers of late jv 
with regard to an agitation brought 
about recently on the subject of Indian!/': 
lands and titles throughout the pro- ! 
vlnce, and it Is not so long ago since ! * 
a party of Indian chiefs from all parts 
of British Columbia came here to con- 
fer with my colleagues and myself In 
this connection. Briefly their case was j/lj? 
that they were here before the whites. E8j 
that their fathers held possession of the Po­
land before them, and that we were to 
believe that nothing had ever been done 13 
to disentitle them to the whole pro- j|g 
vlnce. We want you, they said, to go M 
to the courts and show that these lands 
are not yours, but ours. We told them ^ij 
that we could not consider for a mo- j|| 
ment such a proposition. We spoke to jp 
them also of the large areas that had [ •; 
been assigned as reserves for the In- ; 3 
dlans of British Columbia, hand-picked i 
lands they are, too, to a large extent.
We told them that we would protect 
them in enjoyment of these lands, but 
we could go no further. We also 
pointed out the opportunities existing 
for Indians, If they so desired, to en-jgs 
large their holdings by taking advantage Egjj 
of the pre-emption law, and we also FF 
spoke to them of the disposition of the : 
government to give Indians who might ; ; 
so desire, oimortunity to work on the: F 
roads and other public undertakings. 
We told them generally that we desired pf! 
to treat them as friends, not as foes, : 
but that they must expect the govern-1| 
ment to stand firmly for the rights of 
the community. And that has since /:|j 
been our position at Ottawa and In F 
England.

Will Respect Their Bights
“The object of this government in r 

dealing with the Indians Is not only toÉj 
respect their rights in every way pos- 
sible, but in eo far as possible to assist ‘/j 
them in taking a superior position in || 
the future to that which they now oc-Ji 
cu'py. The readjustn*»At of the entire j| 
matter of Indian reserve under the ar- j| 
rangement entered Into with the Dom- Ij-j 
lnion in 1876 has now become inevit- ft 
able. It was Intended from the very jgj 
first that there should be rearrange- 
ments from time to time of the reserve Pj 
areas. The province was to re-possess y 
lands no longer required by the Indian 
tribes In proportion to their diminish-1 
ment, or to Increase the size of the re-jl 
serves In proportion to the requirements^ 
as the tribes might Increase. In at-| 
tempting to give effect to the terms 
of that convention It cannot be said || 
that the government Is showing any| 
disposition to break faith with the In«j| 
dlans with the Dominion authorities, g 
who act as their guardians.

"It is matter of common knowledge | 
that many of the Indian reserves, 
which, by the way, represent the beet 
lands to be found In the various dis­
tricts, are, if not abandoned altogeth­
er by the dying out of the Indians, al-j 
most In an abandoned condition; and a 
very large acreage in the aggregate is 
left unproductive and unoccupied. This1 
is not a desirable condition, and Is one 
of no advantage to the natives of the 
country* £ome qf this land has, by 
reason of settlement and development,1 

^become exceedingly valuable. It was in 
• F * this sense, I am sure, that the second 

_ member for Vancouver spoke, for I am 
sure from my nowled*» of him that he 
would be the first man in this legisla­
ture to protest against any infringe-
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"We are ready and glad at any time 
to receive in conference representative 
men of the Indian peoples and to dis­
cuss with them any matters legitimate­
ly worthy of consideration, such as 
that which has been suggested in re­
gard to grants in fee to parts of the 
reserves. Necessarily extra care end 
ipatience must always be exercised in 
thuà conferring with the original in­
habitants of the land, so that there may 
be no misunderstanding, b.ut, as I say. 
the government is determined to stand 
firm in the position which it has taken 
with respect to the crown lands. We‘

; will tree* the Indians as brothers and!
! as friends, as they are entitled to bel 

treated, and we hope, wfch the co-oper- 
; atlon of Ottawa, shortly to reach a Just 
j and equitable arrangement with regard 
I to reserve matters generally. We can-, 

not but note the large acrage under1 
existing reserve in excess of the neces-i 
slties of the Indians—the thousands of- 
acres of good land lying waste which 
might be tilled and made contributory 
to the necessities of the province. It 

i is with a view to semiring the settle- 
' ment and profitable utilisation of these 
i areas that negotiations are being con­
i'- ducted with the government at Ottawa, 
j Not much progress has as yet been 

made in this matter, but we are strong 
in the determination to move along with 
it, and hope iuat the entire Indian 

Î question will be finally and definitely 
I settled later on. the Indians only re- 
I quire to be properly advised as to their 
i rights in this province to be entirely 
I reasonable. The government would be 

Inclined to go much further than the 
îprovince ever yet has done in placing 
the Indians in a better position in the 
social scale, but I do not take It that 
the Indians can ever be better off by 
merely holding on to a large extent of 

| land to which they have no fee simple, j,

!
1 which they are entitled to have for use 

and occu pation, but of which they make 
, no beneficial use. Personally, I am.
I glad to be the friend of many of their 
! leading men. and I would be the last 
j to suggest that they should suffer the 
4 least diminution of their legitimate \ 

rights in a land of .which they were 
once the sole Inhabitants.

ItntkNM Park
••With respect to Strathcona park and j 

! its development, while we are chiefly en- 
| gaged in striving to promote the mater­

ial and commercial development of our 
province, it is but right and highly de- 

j slrable that1 this great provincial play- 
■ ground should have been set aside as 
j a place for the pleasuring and the pro­

motion of the health of the people. I 
km .glad to see that th^ Minister of 
Public Works has reached that point in 
connection with the development of the , 
provincial park that he Is now ready to | 
ask for a substantial vote to assist in | 
this good work, from which the people 
Of Vancouver, Victoria, and Nanaimo 
are certain in the future to derive much

Proviaoial University
"With respect to the Uni verst ty, |

^ hope that the Minister of lSdUcat^fb; will l 
> shortly be in a position to make art an-: 

nouncement to the house In connection \ 
With this great work of higher educa­
tion in which he has always taken so 

. great and so active an Interest. It is i 
certainly gratifying to all of us to kn#w*î 

| that ha hopes In 1818 to he altfe to open ! 
I the doors of this provincial educational'
; institution, the facilities of which are 

to fully equal those of Toronto or Mc- 
,, GUI, an Institution whose curriculum and 
F‘ w,,°®e .staff of teachers will be fully 

equal to any in the world.
M»l»g Development 

'Perhaps as Minister of Mines
should say something at this juncture

j Wlth regard to llie progress made by !
the mining Industry during the just past | 

] ye»1-- Mining generally throughout the L 
: province has held Its own during the 1 

v year. The older properties have made 
v about the output expected <*f them, and ' 

■M* few new properties have advanced to I 
such a position as to ensure a substan- 

yj tie! production in the future, such as 
:;y!the Britannia mine on Howe Sound and [ 
-v j the Granby's new properties on'Observa- j 
t’ljtory Inlet, while in the Slocan several 

: porperties have developed ore of such 
• j quality and quantity as gives hope that ! 

the palmy days of that district are by I 
means past—even the hills there! 

~!_a silver lining.

y.m

■i

n •

Stall,tic. ofthc year's production are 

.not yet complete, but on e.tlmat, by 
the provincial mineralogist leads ue to 
expect a 'Production of about 16,187.000 
In gold. $916.000 In Oliver. Sl.loi.ooo in 
lead, $6.411,000 In copper, and $117.000 In 
-dno. or , total production of the metel. 
nreroue mines amounting to $11.161.000 
or coo! the estimated production of $1 J I 
613.000, of coke $406.000. and of build- 
Ing materiel $$.000,000. giving , IOIll 
valuation of the output for 1111 of $$, i 
141.000, thlo total output being appro*!. 
n«t.l, $$.$00.000 1„. than that of lïîo. !

,K*yb. y '6,,e ,,em" leacept building j 
material) shows a considérable decreoee 
a« compared with laet year, which does ’ 
not appear consistent with my previous :

*nd WO,“<1 n°' be wer« 't not 
Vh ,m*Ï Sr* CeP*b,<‘ 0t «6»nnntlon. 1 
Th. chief reason I. to be found In the 
act that labor troubles esueed the shut- I 

J*,”f do*“ of ,h« °"*»* Xeet coal mine. [
J «ml coke plant for a period of eight !* 

months out of the year. This entailed ! 
directly a Ion of output In coal and coke 
K"*r end Indirectly, .hr,";,' |
cutting off the coke supply thereby putting down th, „r„ ZenJrT'?.

.Iclct ameltcre and tnlnee. of a coneldcr- 
wr'.S»£ tb« shown ,or
iûvn T <‘n? "" of ,he -'«reoae In 
liver A remaining portion of the ell-

la ih?!.”*’* a'ia ‘U*° diminution .
in the tine output i, attributable to the
destruction of th, Ka.lo end Blow." | 
railway, cutting off transport* Ion fa- 
ctlltlee and destroying the plant of the

industrial Sosos
"With regard to the very r'er,tt*b’* ' 

strike referred to. l sincerely hope «hot 
shall ere long find some m.cblnvy 

which will operate •ucoe»fuUr a"» 
without Injustice to any. hy uhlch ouch 1 
deplot able Indu.trial dt.turb.net. may 
be avoided. I do not proposa to enter 
Into any discussion of the ethlcl j 

I strikes, it I» perhaps tru. thst ths , 
right to strike constitutes the greatest . 
protection which the working man en- 
joys. But when one goes through 
district in which m strike Is l‘kln* ‘l *“ j 

i k. cannot but feel the Pl« of :it 
; l, of course dlssstrou. to the ‘"‘«"its 

directly concerned and to the hus
,lt. country, but how much woree 

for th. men who or. deprived 0*$**» h 
opportunity of earning a livelihood tor 
themselves and those dependent l«»n 
them, and how much wor.e -tlll f-* 
tlielr faithful wtvek and thell- mile 
children! It 1. too bad that t'he 
of man ha. not yet been able «° d”'“ 
some mean, by which the». mont deploy- ! 
able crises may be averted.

tireuadbeg Mweetee.
•The outlook for ih. melaUterou. mh,4. 

ot urltiah Colombie la ttvour.stns.*»-1"
“ tree from labor troubles, the , .i "tjSrVtoè ÏSeen. N...OO Rctiloahi
Uoundsr, mid Wmllk.mwa tnl.e, «hMld
show au increase in gold,
while the Coast mines should rtw*'£

: crease in copier production. At prient o« 
i coal mines produce »bou'Ak;1,1."i,„”; 

mineral oulput In value. And IiwottKI seam 
rtom the development ol the pest year se 
though we had only touched the margin ot 

! our wonderful coal depoalts. The year ■ de­
velopments include new and C°T
fields In Bast Kootenay, other new and lm 
portant deposits In the Stmtlkamean. and 

i last, but probably the greatest. Is the de­
termination of what promises to be the 
greatest anthracite or seinl-anthraclte field; 
west of Pennsylvania, on the headwetereor, 
the tiket ns river. This field Is only 

' developed as yet. and If but a fraction o the present promise Is fulfilled It ia boundj 
to have a wonderfully stimulative effect 
upon the future of the province. 
mines of Great Britain gave it Its position 
as the manufacturing centre of th® wor,a*i 
and our coal fields unquestionably will 
as a strong magnet to draw the 
luring Interests of the Pnclfle to our 
Coal is a breeder of Industrie» and lu '»,UJ 
to the country does not by any means end|

; with Its disposal by the, mining compa-^
* nle"' Oui lllsee Bill.

• And, while I clows my remarks, 
not be uninteresting to the House 

1 that the Coal Mine» bill of two y 
' brought through Its various stages - •— •— 

active co-operation of all the members, ha» 
i liven working well. I know that roy ,rlend« 

the member for Newcastle, will say or will 
i suggest that 1 am the coe) miner's worst 
1 enemy; that the life and limb of *he miner 

are of no consequence at all with me. so 
h»ng as we promote the financial Interests 
of our business friends. I do net think, how- 

i ever, that that member should arrogate to 
: himself all the sympathetic and active in­

ter* et In the miners' welfare that he haa 
4,'Wtf 1 expressed In this Hvuee. The Interest ana 

assiduity displayed by the mwber»' goner- 
: ally in the perfectl'm of this- measure at- 

leaf. Indeed, quite tldfcro*

l !

il
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7 , “AJ4' before, sitting <1own SStntght,
1 haps. imnonnceV'to tlw House iSpit the <■j of chlçf Inspector or mlnes. vhcated by the | 

reaSgnatiortt or Mr. Shepherd, was tilled at ; 
the tu-st of the year by the appointment of 1 
Mr. Thotnas Graham of Nanaimo, an ap- !

} polmment -which I àhi *e will meet with 
I the approbation of evdfl'the member for L 

Newcastle, and prove of distinct advantage !
! to the Industry and to the country. 1 had ‘
• not Intended to kpep you, Mr. Speaker, or 1 

the House engaged With my remarks at so 
great lengtl). I hpvrf-’ spoken longer than 
I had Intended to speak, but I felt that 
the observations of my friend, the leader 
of the opposition, called perhaps, for some 

! further explanation at my hands." (Ap-
I The debate was adjourned upon the mo- I 

tlon of Mr. Tlsdafl.
Vancouver Charter Amendments.

1 In the form of a message from His Honor j 
! the Lieutenant Governor the bill to validate;

the election of certain aldermen and others | Ÿ 
< and the collection of taxes In certain parts - 
j of the city of Vancouver was Introduced be- i ^ 
i fore the assembly rose. Purely as a for- | .... ; 

mulit.v In accordance with parliamentary , 7 
procedure In Great Britain, where mes- ! } <3 
sages from the King are concerned, Hon. i 
Mr. Bowser moved that the message be re­
ferred to committee of the whole. The i 
measure was committed with Mr. A. H. B. , 
Margowan In the chair, was duly reported, 
and the report adopted and the bill read 1 i a first time.

Hon. Mr. Bowser-—"With the permission 7 
of the House I move that the rules be sus- ! -, 
pended and that the second reading of the ;• 
lull take place now. This measure Is neces- 7 - , 
sary In order that the constituted authorities ! *i 
of the city of Vancouver may continue ; 1 
their work. Last year Vancouver came to i 
the legislature seeking certain charter 
amendments and among these there was | 
provision for the admission of Hastings j 
Townslte and District Lot 301 to the city.
The necessary votes of the electors had been | 
secured, but legislation wss necessary before • 
these districts, which had be?n under pro- ‘ 
vincial administration, could become por- ; 
ttons of the city of Vancouver. After the i' -' 
bill came to the House In committee a mis- L. 
take was made In the numbering of Its ci ; 
sectlonr. It was discovered after the House Pûj 
had adjourned and the bill had been as- 77 
sented tn—that although the districts had V 
been formally Incorporated In the city there i. 
existed, oecanse of the Improper numbering ■ 
of the sections, no machinery for assessing ;

, or collecting taxes, or for the preparation i . 
of voters* lists. It was an unfortenate mis- , 
take. The government decided that under p&jj 
the circumstances the city could proceed -KCi 
with Its elections and we would bring down i: , 
a bill to validate the assessment - roll -and 
the voter#* list, tt la necessary to validate 7 
the election of two aldermen In Ward Ç7 ' 
Seven and the same number of aldermen ;£• 
In Ward Eight; also the election of the 
mayor, although I might point out that the ftaii 
mayor was elected by a sufficient major- 
Ity In the old wards of the city to put hie ' 
choice beyond question—the result In tble Tw 
ceee would not have been affected by the 
vote In the two new ward*. A number of L 
bylaws dealing with the expenditure of vw: 
money were effected by the votes In the 
new wards and these It Is necessary to val- -** 
Mate The same mav be said of school 5 ^7 
trustees, license comm leal oners and park 
commissioners It I» deelrvble that the bill { ->g 
should be proceeded w«th tomorrow and ’ 
that the assent of His Honor the Lieuten­
ant Governor to the measure should be se­
cured on Wednesday •• the city of Vancou- k/H 
ver cannot transect any business till His [. '--àçj ! Honor acta."

The bill wee riven tte second reading end 
j will be committed. -

ages

Tuesday, January 16, 1912

A HOTABLE SPEECH

WSÊBŒïæ^m
I

--

To say that Mr. McBride's speech in 
the House yesterday on the Address * 
was a notable one Is not to employ the 
language of exaggeration. It was not­
able both for its substance and form. 
Speaking of the latter, we may say 

'without fear of contradiction that It 
wag distinguished by clearness, force- 
fulness and good humor. Mr. ~»wfiride 
does not aim et oratorical effects. He 
is a clear thinker, any is able to clothe 
his thoughts in simple and direct 
language, which appeals to the Judg­
ment of his hearers. His observations 
were wholly lacking in anything like 
bitterness. Naturally, he made aome 
references of a party character, but j 
there was nothing in them that could . 
give offence, nothing that carried any I 
sting, nothing that was intended to In­
jure the feelings of those to whom 
he is politically opposed. If we might ■ 
single out any part of his speech for ggjjg 
comment from the oratorical stand­
point, we should select his reference to 
the Coronation, which, though exceed­
ingly simple, must have evoked a re- j 
sponse in the breasts of all who heard 
him. We wonder if he himself quite | 
realized how admirably chosen was 
language In which he made the person­
's! references Inseparable from this | 
jpart of hie subject. Thoughout his j 
j speech Mr. McBride displayed a realiza- | 
itloh of the obligations of hla position, j 
'which may be well styled statesman­
like. Prolonged tenure of office Is de­
veloping in him a sense of responsib­
ility that Is highly gratifying to hla 
political friends end must be a source j 
of eatisTaction to his political oppon- ! 
ents, for we do not suppose there is ^

|mny mnn In British Columbia, no mat­
ter what -hla political allegiance may 

ibe, who docs not desire that those who | 
are charged with the administration of j 
affairs shall measure up to the obliga­
tions of the position in the attitude of 
mind with which he approaches the I 
various aspects of provincial affairs.

j Perusal of the report of Mr. Mc­
Bride's speech cannot fall to leave the 
Impression upon the mind that the sub­
jects coming within the jurisdiction of 
the provincial government are varied 

land of very great Importance. They 
present such an extensive and diver­
sified mass that one may well doubt 
If the matters to be dealt with here 
are not of equal moment, so far as the 
people of the province are concerned, 
as are those w..»ch occupy the atten­
tion of the federal authorities, and If 
they do not call for the exercise of as 
great ability. We recognize that it is 
impossible to estimate with accuracy 
the relative Importance of provincial 
and federal questions, but It will not 
be disputed that, as Canada Is made up 
of provinces, a prosperous and content­
ed Dominion is Impossible if provincial 
affairs are not administered wisely and 
with an eye to the public good and the 
advancement of the public welfare.
The programme, so to speak, dealt with 
by Mr. McBride was one of deep inter­
est, and Its bearing upon the well-be­
ing of the people of British Columbia 
is hard to overestimate. One may be 
excused for wondering what possible ; 
inducements the so-called larger arena 
offered at Ottawa can present to a majii 
who realises, as he does, how much 
there Is to be done In this province of : 
almost unlimited possibilities.

■ :

It is not our intention to deal in i 
extenso with Mr. McBride's remarks, 
but there are several points about 
which a few things may be said. Fre­
quently reference is made in the publli 
prefcs to an alleged unwillingness « 
the -part of the present adminlstratli 
to promote the settlement of the counL 
try and thereby lead to the production 
of sufficient food products to meet the 
requirements of the population. Mr. 
McBride disposed of the charge of Im­
proper administration of the public do­
main In a very clear and emphatic man­
ner. It la too much to hope that what 
he said on this point will be accepted 
by Opposition critics, but It ought not 
to be unreasonable to expect that It 
will lead them to abandon an attitude 
of vague insinuation and make specific 
allegations If they a»w able. It is the 
easiest thing In the world, and the. 
safest, to say that tnere has beén cor­
rupt administration In a certain depart­
ment; it la quite aootner thing to ad­
duce specific instances to which suet?
4 term cetfa be applied and bring for-^ 
ward even colorable evidence that such 
a charge !■ well founded. Mr. firew­
ater has followed the lead given him 
on this subject by certain irrespon­
sible parties, but believe he will aee-j 
that fairness to the minister, and an' 
appreciation of what Is due to himself 
will lead him hereafter to discard the 
employment of vague generalisations 
and state in concrete form the acta 
which he thinke call for explanation, 
and give the House hie reaaons «W 
thinking ao.

In respect to the supply of agricul­
tural produce Mr. McBride made a 
point that ought not to be forgotten, 
and will stand a great deal more am­
plification than he was able to give it 
In such a speech or than can be given 
to It here. It Is that the increase In 
the population of the province is so 
great that agricultural production can­
not keep pace with it, not to say sur­
pass it and overcome the deficit which 
has existed for years. The point may ­
be illustrated by a concrete case. Egg 
production has increased remarkably 
during the past few years, and yet the 
price of eggs is as -high as ever, which 
indicates that though the greatly aug­
mented supply may be keeping up %rith 
the greatly increased demand, it is not 
exceeding it. Time is necessary to get | 
a British Columbia farm in a position 
to supply any considerable surplus to 
the market. In view of what has to 
be done in clearing land in some pla­
ces and establishing Irrigation In oth­
ers, it is a very successful farmer who 
is able within a few years to contri- 

) bute more to the supply of farm pro­
duce within the province than he him­
self consumes. We are progressing to­
wards agricultural independence in Bri­
tish Columbia, but as enormous devel- 
oliment is in progress in other line» 
than agriculture. It will be a long time 
before the home product equals «home 
consumption. As Mr. McBride pointed 
out, there are certain lines of produce 
that will always be Imported, but as 
we note what Is being done in the way 
of fruit-raising, wo are very hopeful 
that it will not be very long before thS 
exported produce will largely offset: 
that which is Imported.

Mr. McBride's reference to the rail-] 
way policy of the government wa* 
highly satisfactory, and will be regdj 
with special Interest by the people of 
Victoria and Vancouver Island. He', 
did not say very much, and such de-
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mk Mr, C. E, Tisdall Makes Busi­
ness-like Address Before 
House—Hopes for Settle­
ment of Reserve Problem

Yesterday prpved, by comparison, * 1 
Oty of root ter the members of the pro- 
vinclal leglelature, the aeaeloa of that 
body being abort and uneventful eave 
tor the contrlbetion of the debate which 
was made by Hr. Tledall. fourth mem­
ber tor Vancouver city. Mr. Tledall 
was distinctly Interesting and original, 
features of hie address this year—an 
address characteristically businesslike 
from first to last—were his references « 
to the desirability of the elimination of 
the Kltsllano Indian reserve, the con­
struction of an alternative line of tram­
way along the lower Fraser valley to 
Vancouver, the building of a bridge 
across the Fraser at Woodward Slough, ; 
the establishment (which tits been j 
already promised) of a home for.way-; : 
ward girls and, inferentlally in connec- 

; tion with the present high price of coal, ; 
the advantage which might accrue 
through the development of oil and gas 
deposits In the province, In which con­
nection It was suggested that the gov­
ernment take special steps to encourage 
systematic and scientific prospecting.

The debate was adjourned by Mr. P. 
Williams at an early hour, In order to 
permit of the rapid passage through 
committee of the bill to validate elec­
tion matters In connection with recent 
annexations of territory to Vancouver 
city. This measure was reported to the 
house complete with some trifling and 
unimportant amendments originating 
with the member for Newcastle.

■r. O. E. Tisdall

Mr. Tisdall continued' the debate on 
the speech from the throne. He pro­
mised not to occupy much time as the 
matter contained in the speech had 
already been so fully commented on by 
the mover and seconder of the reply, 
by the premier in his luminous address 
on the previous day, and by the leader 
of the opposition In bis criticism.

“I feel," he added, great deal of 
sympathy for the member for Albeml S 

■ in his position on the floor of this house. :
: Net only has he beèn plowing a lonely \
' furrow on the floor of this house for ! 
j the past three sessions, but In addition i 

he must have met with great discour­
agement In the verdict of the people on 

i the 21st of September last. The bon- | 
i cruble gentleman partly apologised for j 

his address, but we can assure him that 
he need never apologise for the speeches i 
he makes In this house. His criticism 
was not very biting, and it was evident j 
that he found little to find fault with !
1c the speech from the throne."

J The speaker congratulated the pre- j 
: mier and the attorney-general on their j 

healthy looks after their recent visit to 
the old country. It a as within hie te- 
collection that a visiting team of gth- ’ 
ictes had gone over some years ago, and 

III they were knocked out In two weeks by 
: generous British hospitality, so that 
our public men must be of good stuff 

V as shown by the looks of the premier 
end hie colleague, and that their in- ! 
tollectual gifts had not suffered wasi 
show n In the programed they had ! 
placed before the house, and In the pie-i 
mier’supeech of the previous day. Thej 
premier had spoken of the benefit to bej 
derived through coming In contact with! 
the great minds of the Empire, and he] 
could readily agree with him that such1 
vhlts must be followed by a quickening 
>f Imperial ties that must result at last- 
in such a federation of the Empire sell 
already existed in Canada, Australia 
and South Africa. For the same rea-j 
•vns the people of Canada were to be| 

itulated on the appointment pt\
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His Koval Highness the Duke of Con­
naught as Governor-General. That a 
man of his years should leave his own 
fireside with the sole Idea of helping the 
Empire by his action was a striking 
example to others, as well as an in­
stance of hie own devotion to the Bri­
tish Empire.

Tales Creek Beserve 
“There are a few matters," he con­

tinued, “of importance to the constltu- 
: er.cy I represent that I would like to 
j make reference to, and also some of in- i 
| terest to the province as a whole. 1 
; wish to congratulate the government 
upon the satisfactory settlement of the 
Songhees reserve question, and to re­
mind the house that in Vancouver we 
have also an Indian reserve question 
just as acute. 1 am glad for the sake 

jo? the city of Victoria that this Song­
hees question has been settled, so that 
the land can now be used for public 
works, and will give them much needed 
railway facilities. But with the growth j 
of the community our own False j 
Creek reserve arouses a question Just i 

; as acute. We have there a large stretch 
j of land facing on the sea. land of the 

most useful kind that Is now all built • 
around with houses and other buildings, 
and being occupied for no useful pur­
pose. Speaking from memory I do not 
think that one of the original tribe of 
Indians Is now on that reserve. In that 

’ respect it Is different from the Hong- 
! bees reserve. There may be half-a- 

dvzen half-breeds on it. but no others, 
and I trust that this government will 
do-all In Its power to settle this queg-r 
tion in the same happy way as

have settled that of the Songhees re-

Peace Elver Ballway
"It was a source of great satisfaction 

to the rank and file of the government 
supporters to see that the ministers 

i went to Ottawa at so early a date after 
I the general election. It has been an 
| acute problem for many years, this set­

tlement of what is known as the ques­
tion of the railway belt, and In time 
the question of the Peace river railway 
belt will become equally acute. It is 
satisfactory to know in connection with 
the C. P. R. belt that the government 
has already settled the Important ques­
tion of control of the water. We all 
know of the problems arising from dual > 
control, and when one government -, 
handles It, It must be much better. j 

"In connection with this question It [ 
is to he hoped that a tram service will 
be instituted on the north side of the 
Fraser river opening up the valley In 
the same manner as the Chilliwack line 
io the south has already done. That 
tramway to the south has surpassed the 
most sanguine expectations, and lias 
fulfilled the hope that I expressed in 
this house a year ago In the service It 
has rendered In opening up the country 
between New Westminster and Chilli- 
w ack.

Agricultural Problem
"I would also like to make a few, re­

marks In reference to agriculture. U 
may seem strange, perhaps, that a com- 
inerclat man like myself, i nd the rep­
resentative of a city constituency 
should pay attention to this subject, 
but as a city man I have probably- 
driven more strongly Into me than the 
country member that therè' is still a 
considerable .shortage of agricultural 
•tuff produced In British Columbia, and 
we are Importing from Albert* and
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Washington produce that could be grown 
In this province. I agree with the re- j' 
mark made by the premier yesterday ; 
that the shortage has been increased by 
the great influx of people to British ; 
Columbia during the past year. But for i 
this, we should in this respect have 
made a much better showing. A year 
ago I congratulated the department of 
agriculture on the splendid showing 
they had made with apples in London, 
and today I can congratulate them in 
winning a still greater trophy in the 
vit y of New York. (Applause.) It says 
a great deal for the country that when ;,w 
tie government sent out experts to f 
gather potatoes for this exhibition^ they 
should gather potatoes of such satis- ■ 
doubt that the potatoes they had to 
compete with were all grown for the 
occasion, whereas, while no doubt our 
expei ts selected the best they could 

) find, in no instance were they grown to 
order as it were. I congratulate the 
department on this, and on the endeav­
ors they have made to assist agricul­
ture by demonstration orchards, by ex­
perimental poultry farms and by farm­
ers* institutes, which must all bear good 
fruit in their season. I have no doubt, 
in spite, of the pessimistic view express­
ed by the leader of the opposition!! that 
we shall in a few years, Instead of hav­
ing a shortage, be able ourselves to ex- • 
port agricultural products.

“In dealing with this question of 
agriculture a yea* ago I suggested 
that an attempt was being made to 
bridge the Fraser river at Lulu Island, 
so that the products from the other 
side of the river could be brought, 
more economically into the city of - 
Vancouver. Since then the govern- • 
ment has established a ferry at Mis­
sion city', and I know of no move j- 

(Conttnued on Page Three.)

which has been of greater service. 
With the tremendous surplus in our 
treasury I think the government should 
lend a friendly ear to the appeal for 
assistance in the construction of a 
bridge over the Fraser river at Lulu j 
Island, especially as the municipality 
of Delta has already voted a sum of 
money towards it"

Forestry Policy
Mr. Tlsdall continued that he no­

ticed that the government was to 
|" bring down a bill to establish a bureau 
I of forestry. It should prove most use- 

, ! ful, not only In conserving the forests 
j for the future, but also In saving what 

was left. Last year the government 
| spent $200,000 in fighting fires, and he 
i was sure that this year the house 

would supply as large or even a larger 
amount. He believed that during his 
own residence in the province more 
timber had been destroyed by fire 
than had been cut or taken out in any 
other way. In view of the millions of |

' dollars ,lnvestéd In the timber busi- | 
ness in this country, the minister of 
lands must be congratulated on his 
determination to * give the province 
the very last word In timber legisla­
tion!- It was gratifying also to heat : 
so satisfactory an account of the pulp 
mills. The new mills at Powell river 
and Ocean Falls he had heard were , 
now nearly in shape to turn out pulp, j 
and should employ many men.

"We are In a peculiar position as 
far as fuel Ip concerned," he con­
tinued. “Iti the past the coal mines of 

j Vancpuver Island have supplied our 
coast steamers with necessary fuel but " 
now, owing to economic changes, many 
of them are burning oil, and instead 
of producing fuel for ourselves and 
others we are sending away for our oil, 
very largely from southern California.
In view of this It appears to me that 
It would be a very good thing if the 
government would employ experts to 
thoroughly prospect this province and 
see if there are any'-Indications of 
oil, and if there are, to bore for it, so 
that we can produce it for our own 
use. I have some figures which show 
that last year the United States pro­
duced 7.369,326,000 gallons of oil, of 

| which they exported 1,163,611,000 gal- 
| Ions. Surely any efforts the govern­

ment might make would be fully jus­
tified in face of these figures. I bring 
this matter to the attention of the gov­
ernment in the hope that they will see | 
their way to carry out my sugges-

^SUb •v Turns.*
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Asiatic Immigration x
“Another matter I would like to con- 

; gratulate the government upon is the 
firm attitude they still maintain In re­
ference to the admission of Orientals.
Quite recently a Hindu delegation ap- * ’
proached the government with a re- { .
quest to be allowed to bring 1ft their ] 
wives and children. The experience of~i 
other parts of the empiré has not been i N
satisfactory in this respect. In the 
early eighties they thought they could j 
grow sugar In Natal and imported v 
Hindus to do the. plantation work.
They brought in their wives and chil­
dren, and today they have gone Into ‘ 
every branch of trade and labor, and 
constitute one of the great problems 
with Which that country has to deal. «
These and other Asiatic races can 
never assimilate with us, and I think'.1 
the government Should, as In the past, 
do all in tlielr power/ and should ask § 
the Dominion government to do all in > 
its power, to protect ue from them.
(Applause.)

“I said there were some matters of 1 
particular interest to my own con- 4-$ 
stituency mentioned in the speech fffi 
from the throne. One of these is that ï 
dealing with the question, of travspor- v 
tatlon. I cannot conceive of anything 
that would be more popular In my con- 1 
stituency, or help its growth morn, .1 
than railways to open up the country. 1 
and bring to It the trade that prop- j 
erly belongs to it. Spokane is an in- J 
stance of an American town built up \ 
by Canadian Industries, and if a rail­
way can put In to reach that trade 
there Is no doubt that we shall reap 
the benefit, because as Good Cana- • 
dlans we may be sure that the people X' 
of Nelson, Rossland and Grand Forks 
are only too anxious to trade with the 
rest of Canada. In addition it has been 
reported that the Peace River coun­
try has resources which only need a 
railway to turn It Into a well settled 
and richly producing district It has 
been suggested, largely by the Van- - 
couver board of trade, that a railway 
should be built from North Vancou­
ver by way of Squàmish, Pemberton 
Meadows, Llllooet and the Fraser 
river,.to Font George and thence on to ,V ; 
the Peace River country, the produce 
of which could be used to the advan­
tage of the people of this province. In 
the Peace River country they have not 
timber, but they grow wheat, and ! 
they could supply us with flour and we 
could supply them with timber. More- . 
over the surface Indications of min­
erals are so great that if for no other 
reasons, the minerals alone would jus­
tify the building of a railway into that f- 
country.

Export Trade
“In addition to that there is at pres­

ent a large quantity of export wheat 
sent from Pacific ports, for other ' 
countries. For the information of the 
house I have secured some figures 
showing how much was exported 
from Portland, Oregon, and Puget j 
Sound, Washington, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1911. From Portland 
there were exported 7,345,784 bushels 
of wheat valued at $6,314,305, and of , 
flour 2,266,032 barrels valued at •
$2,256,032. From Puget Sound there Î 
was exported of oats 576,728 bushels ? 
valued at $133,237; of wheat 3,997,435 
bushels valued at $3,461,200, and of j 
flour, 1,714,902 barrels valued at!
$6,616,406. I am fully aware in pré- ; 
senting these figures that the trade 
they represent has been growing up 
steadily year by year during the past 
20 or 30 years, but with the opening 
of Ae Panama canal we certainly 
should look, forward to a large export 
trade, and you can judge of the value 
it would be to coast merchants and 
shippers, and the number of men it 
would employ. When the railway pol- 
lcy Is brotight down I have no doubj:

.
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it will be a policy that will greatlv help 
out our transportation problems and 
continue the opening up and develop­
ment of British Columbia.

“In conclusion I might state that the 
material progress of the city of Van­
couver, figures of which were furnish­
ed to this house by the second member 
for Vancouver a few days ago, has 
beep of a most satisfactory character. 
There has been a great advance in 
commerce and industry in all lines, 
and work of all who were willing to 
&bor. But with the great growth of 
the community we have been called 
upon to face problems which do not 
arise In smaller places. The concen­
tration of so many human beings has 
caused a strain on our hospitals and 
orphanages, and it has called for 
provision being made for others. The 
government has recognized this and 
that provision must be made for tak­
ing In people from all parts of the 
province. I trust the government will 
consider this and also the need for a 
home for unfortunate young women. 
With this end In view between 17,000 j 
and $8,000 has already been subscribed 1 
In Vancouver cKy by friends of the j 
project, and when the people them­
selves are ready to.act like this to help 
theae unfortunate ones, the least the 
government can do Ja 'to help also. In 
closing I wish to congratulate the 
country dn its general prosperity, and j 
also to congratulate the government of j 
the province upon the able way in j 
which it has administered Its resources 
and I thank the members of the house 
for their kindness and the attention I 
with which they have 
remarks.'' (Applause.)

Mr. William» moved 
—»t of thé debate.

a havax. snoLvnoa

Mr. Brewster has given notice that 
he will move a resolution relative to the 
establishment of a Canadian naval unit 
on the Pacific coast. We should be very 
glad to see such a policy adopted, but 
arc not very clear as to the propriety 
of asking the Legislature at this stage 
to express any opinion upon it The 
federal government has the whole Ques­
tion under advisement, and is about to 
consult the Admiralty as to the best 

‘ cause to be adopted. Pending such con­
sultation It seems to us that It might 
b-; regarded as premature for any par­
liamentary body to endeavor to influ­
ence the decision of experts. When the 
views of the Admiralty have been ob­
tained we shall all be in a better posi­
tion to express opinions than we are 
now. While the question was purely a 
federal one the Colonist urged a* forci­
bly as It was able that a fleet unit should 
be established on this coast, and if the 
matter were one to be dealt with at Ot- 

• tawa alone, we should continue so to 
urge: but since Mr. Borden has decided, 
and we think wisely decided, to con­
sult the highest naval authority In the 
Empire before announcing any policy, It i 
seems to us that the adoption of an j 

' acvlsory resolution by the legislature
would be stepping a little aside of the 
line of duty of that body.

g 1

Lack of space yesterday prevented a 
reference to the very able speech of Mr. 
Brewster on the Addreee. He had a dif­
ficult task, but he discharged It In a 
very efficient manner. The member for 

: Albeml has none but sincere personal 
. friends In the Legislature, and he 

ploughs hi» "lonely furrow" with a great 
j deal of dignity and good nature.

1 ..
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The remarks of Mr. McBride ss to 

the future of Victoria, which he made 
In connection with his explanation of 
the proposed disposition of the gongbees 
Reserve, show him to be actuated by j 
the liveliest optimism. That Victoria 1» 
Just on the eve of a period of very great 
development !» new the opinion of every j 
one. and that development will be pro- j' 
rooted to a Very large degree by the pol­
icy which the city's senior representa­
tive has Introduced and carried through 
the House.

In amplification of what be said In re­
spect to the difference In the poettlon 
of the city towards the Reserve from 
what It was only a few years ego. men- 

'. ; tion rosy be made of the fact that when 
the Esquimau A Nanaimo Railway com­
pany expressed e desire to establish 
their workshops on the Reserve and 
build coal-bnhkers on the weterfront a 
very large proportion of the citizens 
looked upon the proposal with a good 
jleat of favor. No one would tolerate 
puch an Idea now.

We are not advised as to the plans 
which the government proposes, to 

h adopt in respect to the former Reserve,
' . \ but we feel confident that the best ln- 

V greets of the city will be safeguarded 
, in whatever may be done. It Is very 
satisfactory to know that the principle 
bn which the government will proceed In 

■ forming those plans is that provision 
must bo made for the requirements of a 
great city.
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Socialist Member for New­
castle Attacks Government 
on General Principles—
Pays Tribute to Colonist

Mr. Parker Williams had the door of 
the house to -himself yesterday after­
noon In a speech of an hour and twenty 
minutes duration, the rest of the time 
being devoted to routine work, with the 
exception of an intermission of fifteen 
minutes which was allowed to enable 
the lieutenant-governor to come down 
to the house and give assent to the bill 
to validate the Vancouver civic elec- 
tione. As the Vancouver city council 
could not proceed with business till - 
this had been done, 4t was considered 
necessary that It should be done ex­
peditiously.

1 Mr. William’s speech was for the 
most part a treading over familiar and 
well-beaten paths, though enlivened In 
places with some strokes of sarcastic 
humor. He sharply attacked the Vic­
toria Colonist for Its attitude towards 
the government and the patronage that 
hè asserted that It received. He ad- ^ j 
roltted that the premier looked like a 
statesman, but said that he did not 
act like one. He instanced the land j 
policy, which he declared gave all the I 
best land In the province Into the 
hands of speculators and kept the pre- 
emptors out. While conditions might 
have Improved for the capitalist It was 1 
hafd to see where the laborer was bet- | 
ter off. Statistics showed that the cost ? 
of living had increased 37 per cent. In 1 
the last ten years, while the wages 
Of miners had only increased 10 per 
cent., and in those of railway workers, 
judging from the wages paid on the 
Canadian Northern on Vancouver Island 
at the present time there had been an 
actual decrease. He again attacked the 
provincial university Scheme, declaring 
that the money put Into It should have 
gone to the rural and primary schools.
He censured the appointment of Mr. 
Graham as inspector of mines, because 
he bad relatives and friends In the f 
mine -business, and the miners’ repre- j 
sentatlves had not been consulted as 
to his appointment Further than that 
In 1902, Mr. Graham had been superin- | 
tendent of the mine in which he (Mr. 
Williams) worked and had dismissed 
him simply because he supported the j 
eight hour bill for coal mines.

Mr. Jardine moved the adjournment j 
of the debate .

Petitions and Questions
The following petitions 

calved :
From E. W. Stapleford and others, ‘ 

for leave to introduce a private bill to 
incorporate Ryerson college. (No. 1.)

From the municipality of Penticton, 
for leave to introduce a private bill to 
validate the “Kettle River Valley Aid 
By-law. 191L” <No. 10.)

From the corporation of the city of 
Fern le, for leave to Introduce a pri­
vate bill to validate certain by-laws. 1 
(No. 4.)

From the corporation of the city of; 
Fernie, for leave to Introduce a private ; 
bill to validate certain by-laws. (No. ■
6.) I

From the Victoria Harbor Railway - 
company, for leave to introduce a pçl- l 
vate bill granting the" company further , 
time for commencing work, etc. (No. T
•>) _ i agS

The house proceeded to the orders of 
the day.

Bill (No. 3) entitled “An Act to vali­
date election of certain aldermen and j 
Others of the city of Vancouver, and 
thé ■ collection of titiaa la certain parts

res. read a g*
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third time and passed, and received the 
assent of the lieutenant-governor.

Mr. Williams asked the hon. the min 
ister of railways the following ques-

1. What number of workmen are em­
ployed on construction of -the Canadian 
Northern Railway: (a) On mainland of 
British Columbia? (b) On Vancouver 
Island?

2. What rates of wages are paid on 
each section respectively?

3. What rates are charged for board 
on the said work?

The Hon. Mr. Taylor replied as fol-

1. (a) 5,644, average during month 
of December, 1911; (b) 351, average
during month of December.

‘2. On mainland—Foremen, $4 to $6 
per day; blacksmiths, $90 per month 
and board; carpenters, $3.50 to $4.50 
per day; shovel engineers, $150 per 
month and board; firemen, $75 per 
month and fcoaV'd; cranesmen, $100 per
month and board; 'bridgemen, $4 per 
day; axemen, $2;75 per day; laborers,
$2.75 per day. On Vancouver Island— 
Foremen on grades, $3.25 to $5 per 
day; axemen, $2.76 and $3 per dayi 
rock-drillers, $2.75 per day; laborers,
$2.50 per day; bridge foremen, $150 per 
ihonth and board; bridge carpeiVars, $3 j 
to $4.50 per day; team and teamster, I 
$7 per day; teamsters, $36 to $60 per j 
month and board; blacksmiths, $75 to 'j 
$90 per month.

“3. On mainland—$6 per week. On 
Vancouver Island—-25 cents -per meal . 
and $5.25 per week, with bunk-house ac­
commodation."

The following petitions were pre- , 
sented and laid on the table:

By Mr. Cotton—From John Y. Mc- 
Naught and others, for leaVe to Intro­
duce a private bill ; to incorporate the 
corporation of the district of West 
Vancouver. (No. 3.)

By Mr. Manson—From the city of 
Prince Rupert, for- leave to introduce a 
private bill to validate a certain byr 
law. (No. 8.)

Mr. Williams continued the debate on 
the address In reply to the speech from 
the throne. He said that ever since he 
had been in the house he had availed 
himself of this opportunity to express 
himself, and he was more anxious to do 
so on this occasion than ever because 
he found more and more to. criticize as 
time went on. He was sorry that the 
member for Nanaimo was absent, but 
was able to announce that in a few 
days he would bo back in his seat, and 

I the house would be the better for his 
'presence. He would omit mention of 
the first paragraph of the speech, but 
speaking of the death of the King's 
printer, there was “something lntang-1 
ible" about that good old gentleman, 
that no one $lse could j&ll. ...,

"From my position in the house,* j 
continued Mr.' Williams, "It would be 
a loss of 'time for th^ tô analyze 'the Af-J 
fairs of ’the province from thS 'itimu-'l 
point of thé Socialists. All we can do | 
is to review its actions from the stand-1 

| point of the moral code of the present}
; day. It is usual to congratulate the 
mover and seconder of the address, and 
on this occasion I can do so. I' under- , 
stand to some extent the figure used |; 
sometimes in ancient hlstofry where’ cer­
tain people were asked to make brldka j 
without straw, and these gentlemen de- ; 
serve credit for the manner In which 
they have dealt with - this particular 
speech, which has nothing in it what-f 
ever." '

Passing over the opening parts of the 
speech from the throne, Mr. Williams 
touched upon the. proposed railway 
policy. The gentleman from Vancouver 
who moved the address was willing to 
take the premier on faith though the 
premier had displayed more confidence 
to his hènchmen at the New Westmin­
ster convention than he had to the 
house. The member for Vancouver

Mr. Watson: “The second member for i 
Vancouver." ;

Mr. Williams: "Well, if !the worklp*< 
men of Vancouver have anything to juLy': 
he will probably be the sixth member 
at the next election If only five are 
elected for the. house. As for the flnan- : 
ances of the province, TV- usually feolVi 
rich if ,1 have “six bits" on me and can 
hardly be expected to deal with money ? 
running into ten million dollars.

for Vancouver repeated
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British Columbia was on the rocks fin­
ancially apd a political Moses rose and 
rescued It. The facts lead to no such 
conclusion. It would have needed great 
skill to prevent whatever change has 
occurred. The change, I have repeat­
ed It several times and am willing to 
repeat It As long as the financial Moses 
is trotted out in this house, is due to 
the fact that the province is parting 
with its natural resources. If we are 
asked to believe that a financial Moses 
brought this about in British Columbia 
the same political MoseS must have ; 
bobbed up In èréry other province in 
Canada and every state of the American 
union. Yet the Hon. Richard McBride 
stands for all the credit like a hero and 
accepts it without a smile.

Mr. Williams added that except for 
the injustice known as the poll ÙO, tax­
ation was of little interest to the 
workers of the province. The govern­
ment was fond of appointing commis­
sions, but was careful to put on them 
only Its own supporters. This govern­
ment which eat up at night teaching

patriotism, might well in thU respect 
learn a lesson from the Old Country 
where the commissions werq of no par­
ticular châractér!v ahd. If appointed by 
parliament, contained members of both 
parties. But the govenrment here 
dealt out positions to its own support­
ers and consequently they saw commis­
sion after commission “cavtfrting" 
over the province.

At this juncture it wàs announced 
that the Lieutenant-Governor was com 

i ing down and there would be an inter- 
1 mission of fifteen minutes. His Honor 

1 entered without ceremony and gave as 
sent to the Vancouver Validation Act. 

The Colonist
Mr. Williams resuming said that be 

I must thahk the govenrment for the In- 
' termission as it had enabled him to get 

a few figures that otherwise he would 
U not have got. He Wished to pay his 

respects to the Victoria Colonist -which 
paid a great deal of attention to him. 
He wished to remark on the way it was 
edited. He knew the* members of the 
press gallery and he not the sllght- 

; est doubt that what catne from the gal- 
m lery was a ttiithful representation of 
ÿ what occurred In the house, but the way 

, it was doctored by the paper was hardly 
fair, since careless and' 'lfidiscreét re­
marks made by - government supporters 
were carefully eliminated; but where- 

i . ever anything is found to the disadvan­
tage of the other aide It was worked to 

the very liixAt.' hThe Colcmlst was one 
of a band of spoon-fed papers which ex­
isted from- two sources: from advertis­
ing Various notices under "the Land Act 
and advertisements paid fot by the gov­
ernment. Outside papers in the prov­
ince did not kéép reporté/s in the gal­
lery, but took their reports from papers 
like the Victoria Colonist,'-so that they 
were poisoned *1 the source. Anything 
that was British never failed to ap­
peal to the Victoria Colonist; It was al­
ways full of praise for British system, 
and at the Same time its own actions 
Wefe “redolent with leechery and graft 
of the worst kind." By the accounts of 
last year he found that no less a sum 
than $5,740 waa fed into the unscrupu­
lous maw of tills publication. To un­
derstand the character of t»..s sort of 
thing he would :en:lnd rthe house that 
there was In the city of Victoria an­
other paper called The Times and the 
public accounts' showed : that last year 

• the Times received from the govern­
ment for advertising the- magnificent 

. sum of $26.40. There must be some 
i motive, other than reaching the public, 

9 *° jhbtity the expenditure- of this 
money, and the service rendered was to 

ittSSa- . rive the keywote to other party publica­
tions In British Columbia.

The governfnenkt had a habit of re- 
f ci ting to 8^ÿÈ0mber; 2jst, and certain 
bye-elections to prove that its method 
was co % jet. Well Roritlps Pilate proved 
hit actions' to, ' be correct by Just the 
name kind of boast. (Laughter.. A 
year agô the Colonist had endeavored tp
publish an __ |r in Victoria.!
Tc Judge from the patronage it, gave 
tfj? ITim^ JAe itiVe^nmen^ seemed to 
dhhélder that ab„>v/sping paper was no 
gpod to advise I», yptttiUe particular 

vgning paper >e had xoferr*' ^ haa 
n $$,492 from the provincial treaa- 

t .was tha.policy of the Hon.

x - ' •• ML—___). vmm
Richard MjcBride 1» dealing out money 
fiom the provincial! treasury to hie. own 
party papers. Time and tima again in 
the past the Conservatives at1 Ottawa 
hnd condemned the spoils system, .but 
where was a “rottener" instance of the 
spoils system than this? He drew no 
line between the government that would 
Ulerate such a thing, and the paper- 
that would accept it 

He; continued that while It had been 
omitted from the report of the speech 
of the member for Vancouver (Mr. Wat­
son) which had appeared In the Col­
onist, he had understood him to say 
tliat workers throughout the province 
were so struck by the high wages paid 
by the government for fighting bush 
fires that they had deliberately set out 
bush fires so that they might have the 
pleasure of eating smoke while beating 
them out Laughter.) He considered 
a slander -of that Kind on the people of 
the province was very Ill-advised, and 
the gentleman was fortunate In having 
a paper that would carefully eliminate 
It. The present Bush Fires Act was so 
nicely adjusted that ho permit to burn 
off brush was available at the or.ly 
time you could Burr. It: The govern* 
ment selected some man for firewarden 
who knew nothing abdut the difficulty 
of clearing land, and would not allow 
anyone to start s fire until there had 
been so much rain that the brush would 
not burn. Under these circumstance» 
they could not wbrider If a man burned 
without a permit

"In fact," he added, "the only thing 
that wilLcautfe à man to apply for a 
permit Is out of Regard for the 42 men 
who compose this house, though if he 
rat hère himself for a time he would 
have mighty little regard for any of us. 
«Laughter.) This Bush Fires Act is so 
beautifully worded that If a man is 
prosecated hS has to prove his own in- 
i.ocenc'e, Instead of making the prose­
cution prove his guilt. This system 
started in Spain, and then got to Rus­
tin. and never spread further until it 
got to British Columbia." He added 
that if they put good men in a« fire­
wardens lt.Wcràld be unnecessary to 
plaster every f*„ce and gstenoet In the 
province with notices offering rewards 
to people who informed on anyone 
starting ’a bush fire.

Wages MU Cost of Llvlag
He contitAied that the fourth member 

for Vancouver (Mr. Tlsdall) after a 
long speech, on the prosperity of the 
province had «ailed upon the govern­
ment to Increase the else of orphanages, 
hospital's and lunatic asylums. (Laugh­
ter.) It was said the province was en­
joying great prosperity. Well, he had 
with him a copy of the Labor Oaxette, 
published by the department of labor at 
Ottawa, and this showed that the cost 
of living had increased In ten years 27 
per cent. How had wages fared in come 
par Ison? Fifteen years ago he had him­
self earned $2.60 a day on railway con­
struction, and at the present time men 
were working for $2.26 a day for the 
Canadian Northern Railway Company 
on Vancouver Island. Among miners 
there had been a ten per cent, increase 
In wages In ten years, but they had to 
go on a strike to. get It. In the agree­
ment the government had made with 
the Canadian Northern Railway Com­
pany it was providid that current wage* 

ML railway workers, hut 
the i wages they were paying showed" a 

" f*11 of tonf per.-Cént/, the; cost of 
living -hsd increased" *7.<por 'cent.

-- "In spite of .all the nice things, that 
have been sçîd in press reports' it seem- 
«d to me that the Premier was .In an

LI._a . J.. .£• .Irritable mood, arid was rather snappy 
in his remarks when he ,was replying-to 
the member for Alberol the other.day. 
It seems to me that all the fulsSme 
praise .that has been showqrçd. on- the 
premier-in recent years is having an l\L 
effect, and IS spoiling that good nature 
Which made him;so well-known through 1

mmmmzand good memory for fecee.' so he ha» 
*** *° th|nk that because hl»; picture 
stand, behind any policy It muet not he 
attached. For my part 1 see the wls- , 
<TB V.tb* remark of the n.wgpaper- 
man who eald, ‘No man oan .be half r1 
*l*r '** eh« À»»., nicherU , McB



s

powders ’of im^Sationr it runs to looks : 
and nothing else. I admit that the Hon­
orable Richard McBride looks like; a; 
statesman, but I am going to try -to ; 
find out whether he acts like one.”’.; 
(Laughter.)

;; v 2- Unsettled Areas
Mr. Williams continued that If there 

Avar a place where the premier cguld 
hew out for himself a place as a states­
man, it was In deallng .with the vast, 
unsettled areas of the province, tie ad­
mitted that since the government had 
been in power they had enough railways 
under construction to open up a .great 
deal of country, but where were the 
pre-emptors who should reap the ad­
vantage of it? Where was the land 
available for 'them? It was easy to 
color maps red, but they found they 
Papers filled with the notices of land 
speculators. The census reports show­
ed that the greater part of the popula­
tion of British Columbia was on the 
peninsula between Burrard Inlet and the 
Fraser river, while the great wild lands 
were still lying undeveloped. If the 
land were available for pre-emptors a 
hundred thousand men would settle on 
It just as soon as the fact became 
known. The trouble was that people, 
directed by the land department had 
gone out and found no land.

Personalities. v
Mr. Williams . continuing, said, that the; 

portion of tbe policy of the Hon. Richard 
McBride that appealed to him most strongly 
was that of land sales. During the year 
1803, the year in .which the McBride gov­
ernment came !nt<J power,1 the sales of lands 
in British Columbia amounted to 164,000 
and during the last fiscal year they were 
12,431.000. an Increase .of over 3000 per cent. 
As an Instance of how the public lands were 
disposed of he quoted from what he termed 
"that great publication with British Ideals 
and Saskatchewan "Indian morals, the Pre- ' 
mier’s personal organ the Victoria Week.’ 
This paper was brought into existence for 
the . sake of eulogizing1 the Hon. Richard 
McBride and published his picture dnee at 
least every four, months. Hq read from It 
an accouift of a Itttfe band Of pioneers And 
explorers and how they had discovered ip. 
the northern Interior a valley two'hundred 
miles long, which the government-knew all 
about ten years before. Of the ldt»4 they 
discovered 60,000 acres was disposed of to 
J. 8. Rear, of Vancouver, and a second In­
stalment of 90,000 to Norton Griffiths, M. P.
T. P. O’Connor In praising the Hon. Richard- 
McBride had said that he Inherited some­
thing of his abilities from his Orange father 
and his Catholic mother from Ireland. Well 
he (Mr. Williams) would likè to know 
from which side of the family he got hie 
love for the curse of Ireland, landlordism, 
which he had carried over six thousand 
miles of land and sea and planted it* poi­
sonous seed in British Columbia. That was 
one reason why future generations would 
remember the Hon. Richard McBride.

The Speaker: "The honorable gentleman 
will please not mention names It 1» 
a/;ainst the rules.1'

Mi. Williams: "Well I beg your pardon, 
Mr. Speaker. I forgot. If I was not a 
Welshman I would be proud to be called 
an Irishman because the average Irishman 
will fight landlordism to a finish, yet' 
strange to say It remains for a descendant 
of that race to plant landlordism in Brit­
ish Columbia today.”

Mr. Williams continued that he couTd not 
accept the statement of the Premier that 
more Liberals than Socialists were buying 
lands In British .Columbia, than Conserva-.

pere. These notices showed that the ap­
plications of Conservatives as against Lib­
erals and Socialists was at the rate of three

Provincial University.
In speaking -of Ï* prbvincfsl university the 

Premier had tpld hlro that (bey were going 
tb bùHd up an lnàtltutlbn equal to Oxford 
and .Çamhri^ge and ttye big universities lq 

•‘the Eastern'Blutés, thoügh the Colonist had. j 
mercifully reported him as sayjng that they' 
would have one equal to Toronto or Mc­
Gill. His (Mr., Williams) Idea of universi­
ties Was that their growth-was as natural 
as that ojf a tree and tl^ey could not buy 
the atmosphere of Oxford or Cambridge f 
with all the money, they could spend In this 
province. He Had only referred "to this uni­
versity question because ..of. his Interest In 
the public schools. He contended that while 
the government had dealt In a generous way 
with the university they had neglected the 
primary and rural schools. In. the six years 
during which he lived In a rural district 
they bad several different teachers and his 
own son who had been studying for the high 
school when he left Nanaimo found htm- 
sèlf still unatoe to graduate, .ft Was Im­
possible tp make any progress with such 
continuous changes of teachére and he had 
told, hig boy..that he would have to go to 
sbhdoi Ifil helhAft WWskers like Cade Sam 
before he would get through under such a 
system. (Laughter.) The. rural school was 
of such a nature that no one under twenty 
ever remained In It long enough to get Into 
the high school.

Dealing with the appointment of a chief 
inspector of mines in the place of Mr. Shep- 
herd, the government lost Sight of the olà 
Idea behind this 'Inspection, which was to 
reduce the number of acçldents. If the 
government was anxious about the miners 
they would endeavor to find out the wishes 
t the representative of the miners In the 
Ustrict, hut they had done nothing of the

Was Never Consulted.
*T was never consulted In this matter." 

said Mr. Williams, "the first that I heard of 
Mr. Thomas .Graham's appointment as Chief 
Inspector of'Mines was through the news­
paper reports. I.wrote at once toUhe Pre­
mier to protest against It and I received' 
a reply that was so brief that I felt like 
framing It. and also one I received from 
him seven years ago on the same subject 
as showing the eVolution of thought of the 1 
Minister of Mines. At that time, seven 
years ago, the Premier seèmed to recognize 
my right to protest at least, but on the re­
cent occasion his letter was so brief that 
In future it will stand as a model to me 
when I want to tell somebody to mind his 
own business."

He continued that he did not think that 
anyone who had borne the same relation to 
a manager of mines In Nanaimo as Mr_ Gra­
ham had done should be appointed chief 
Inspector for the province. He had fdrmer- 
ly, been superintendent ofc'-the mines, man^ 
aged by Mr; ‘Stockett:. Well there Was an­
other Mr. Stockett In the‘mining business 
of,British ^tiolumbia And there was another 
Grahaèi, a brothe.r, of .the superintendent, 
lir charge of mines in one district, and that, 
blood relationship' nSust be expected to In- 
tarfeife with, the performance "of -his duties.

*T hope.”' eald Mr. Williams,1 "that k.e is 
a different man from what I take him to 

| be. but I Insist we should carefully canvass 
the situation and select a
•few ties as possible .with mine owners or 
miners in this province. Eight years ago 
1n this House I did thy share in passing an 
eight-hour law tor coal mines, though mine 
managers requested me not to do so. When 
I got back home fritter. this, Mr. Graham 
was superintendent "of the mine in which 
I had been working, and that gentleman 
very promptly placèfi me on the roll for . 
my activity in this matter. Mr. Stockqtt * 
was manager of the mines and Mr. Graham , 
was superintendent, and he must take the 
responsibility at refusing me work."

In conclusion, Mr. Williams said that he 
would like; to see an Independent auditor , 
appointed to audit the public accounts. He 
had1 the'gr.çates£ respect for the present au- 

<d)tpr and *e could not help thinking that 
"ho tvould be placed in a position where his 1 
duties would be a 'little different than they f 
are at the present time. He asserted that 
the government of the province cost $23.00 
pqr head of the.popul^rton while Manitoba, 
thejJnext deareut -.puoviace in the Dominion, 
cost only -llOiOO'"ppir. hqad, and what had 
we" received .in return for this heavy tax­
ation dqrlng,the -ia*1 ten year»?;. Absolute­
ly nothing. The. Cfptof government had 

Increased 'three htindred per cent and the 
population about oqb hapdred per cent. The 
government was like ;a’.spendthrift, and it 
had enough to eperid,beyond wliat it re­
quired to keep the-machine iq good running 
order. (Ajjpladsq.)

Mr. Jardinc.-moveà the adjournment of the

m
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Two-thirds of Entire Area çif 
Province is Now Held Under 
Reserve for the Benefit of 
the Pre-Emptor

| The following petitions were r*-T 
jcelved:

From John Y. MvNaught and others,
1 for leave to Introduce a private bill to ! 
I Incorporate the corporation of the dis­
trict of West Vancouver. (No. 3.)

Frm th^ city of Prince Rupert for 
leave to Introduce a private bill to val- j 
Idate a certain bylaw. ((No. 8.1 il

Mr. William* asked the hon. the min- 
! later of finance the following question»;

1. What was the total cost of the lion.
| the premier*» visit to the coronation?

2. What was the total cost of the hon.
1 the attorney-general's visit to the cor­
onation?

The hon. the' minister of finance re- j 
plied as follows:

"1. Ill.OOd..- f
"1 |l5eo."

HON. W. R. ROSS REPUES 
TO CRITICISM

Debate on Address is Closed, 
Among Concluding Speak­
ers Being Messrs, J. Jardine, 
W, Manson and M, Manson

The standing committees were ap- F 
pointed as follower

Private Mils and standing orders— 
Messrs. Mackay. Miller. McGuire. Man- 
•on (Dewdney), Shatford. Show, Brew­
ster. Hawthornthwalte end Wllllao*- 

Mlnlng—Messrs. Manson (Cotnox),. 
Hunter. Braden. Fraser. McDonald and 
Williams.

*1 Railways—Messrs. 1‘arson. <*sv»a, |

s

The debate 'on the address In reply to 
the speech from the throne was closed 
yesterday afternoon by a ringing speech1 
by the Hon. W. Ross, minister of lands, 
in which he vindicated the policy of( 
Ills department from the attacks that 
had been made upon It by the members 
for Albernl and Newcastle. He showed' 
clearly that the government had a land 
policy, and one that was making for 
the conservation of the lands of the1 

! province. He polnteo out that It was 
Impossible to get settlers on land away 

; from railways, and In the past the only 
available land contiguous to railway! 
bad been In the Canadian Pacific rail-! 
way belt, which was under the super-! 
vision of the Dominion government, ■■ 
up to this time had been the most si 
nsnt portion of the entire province.

He then showed how, step by
the McBride government had been___
ing the alienation of land more diffl4 
cult to the purchaser, and withdraw;

•a after another from sale, 
at the present day practically tw< 
thirds of the entire province was be 

| under reserve for the pre-emptor.
this ares, 900.000 seres had already 

i surveyed and was ready for the 
empter. He pointed out how In 19«| 
the government had taken the first step! 

.J by dropping the classification known as] 
third-class lands, which Increased that 

. prices of crown lands by about 200 per 
cent., and later In tne same year they 

1 bad also put a reserve on ell unallsn-j 
ated timber lands. In 1908 they corn-) 
menced a system of surveys tfhlch 
been kept up steadily ever since, 
that year they had also set aside 
third for the exclusive benefit of tbej 
pre-emptor, one third for university en-j 
downient and one-third for purchase
pre-emption under the Land Act__
1909, 1910 and 1911 still further aressj 
were withdrawn from sale and lease, 
and coincident with this step came the 
determination to Increase the price of 

i crown land» 100 per cent, which had,
, gone into effect last year. The policy!
« provided that during the coming year 
j further areas would ee surveyed, and 
V particularly along the North Thompson 

and along the line of the G. T. P. the 
i government would provide surveyed 

; j lands for settlers in advance of their 
i arrival. On the mainland, with the ex- 

- j ception of lands In the immediate vlcin- 
| Ity e< Vancouver, ell were open to the 

“ pre-emptor and closed to the purchaser. 
The other speakers on the address 

l yesterday were Messrs. Jardine, Wm. 
jl Manson, Skeens, end M. Manson, Comox.

Mr. Thomson presented a petition 
[from the city of Victoria in reference 

the confirmation or certain bylaws.
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Callanan. Fraser. Lucas. Behnsen. 
son. Tledell. Wright. Jardine and Haw- 

» thornthwaite. v „
Public accounts—Messrs. GltfeHk

Schofield. Wright. Dgyey sad Williams. 
Municipal mutter»—Messrs. Watson.

Davey. Mansun (Skeenai. Schofield, 1 
Cowley. Mackenzie. Hunter. Brewster J 
and Hawthornthwalte.

Agriculture—Messrs. Cawley. Jack- 
son, Lucas. Callsnan and Jardina

Printing—Messrs. Tledell. Behnsen, |
Braden and Mackensie.

Mottoes of Motion
By Mr. Brewster—On Monday next— j 

Questions of the hon. the minister of

1. Have any person or persona or ^ody L 
corporate made application to the gov­
ernment to acquire any portion of the 
laade known as the Bong been Indian j 
reserve I» the-*liy of Victoria?

2. If so. whet persons or bodies cor- 1 
porate have* made such application? t ,

8. How much land has been applied ‘ 
for In each case?

1. For what purpose was these lands j 
required? I ^

I. Will the Canadian Northern Pacific , / 
Railway company be entitled to obtain * 
a free grant of any of these lands un- 
der the provisions of paragraph <d) of ' * 
clause H of the Schedule to chap. 3,

•j 1910?
By Mr. Brewster—On Monday next—

I Questions of the hon. the minister of 
lands:

1. Has the government sold any town I 
lots In District Lot 861, known as South IÎHlLMlto,? 1

2. If so, wes any Intimation given to j 
the purchasers of these lota that a t - 
tlon would be established there by the ]
Grand Trunk Paclflc Railway 'com­
pany?

, 8. Has the government received any
Information that the railway commis- | 

i el on of Canada has ordered the station 
In question placed on another section.

. some distance from District Lot 831? 
t. If ao. does the government Intend | 

to refund the moneys paid by purchas­
ers of lota?

>$., 6. If not, does the government Intend
w to take any further action In the mat- 
| ter?

By Mr. Williams—On Monday next—

; Questions of the hon. the minister of J lfnance:
1. What sum has been paid the Col- 

onlst Printing and Publishing company j \:jSgf.H- 
for advertising during each year from 
July let, 1901, to March list, Ifll?

2. What sum has been psld the said Kx " 
corporation during the same period for !,> 
all other services?

S. What sum was paid the Colonist 
Printing and Publishing company for

s «m
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*r. J. Jsrdiss

ii,!*r../,rllne contl"u«'l the debate on 
e add,,., reply t„ the epeech from 

nm.l *• comt,ll'>«■«""* preceding
«DtoOi^nr ?|* “la • hc ''OnaWered the 
peeth or the premier to have been one 

« the most brilliant of „„ error le. -,
'» •*»'" he MMsd, -that the 

marks of the member for Albernl 
mîlît”1 the DO"tlc*1 "hture which we 
tli^ “".a ' fr°"' "lm At ‘he same 
time considering the diminished hum- 
>-r. of the Liberal, „o,„ ,

sympathy for the member 
for Albernl. becauae 1 know to a great 
extent the difficulties he Is placed 

er. As for the member for Newcastle, 
tire house always enjoy, his efforts, and 
yesterday his remarks and witticisms 

er- of a high order, but It would 
aï'" l'et,er prohlbl>' "ad he mol- 

ided hi, words with a little ointment. 
His remarks about the first minister 

n° doubt ma,!' *» the heat of his 
anxiety to bring about reforms that are 
so dear to him. but he should relhem- 
her that It Is as well to speak with 
respect of those placed In authority for 
the time being."

Mr. Jardine continued that he was 
nulle an anxious as the member for 
Newcastle to bring about any reform, 
that would be of benefit to the peopl. 
of British Columbia, end as long as he 
**s » member of the Conservative 
party he would support any reforms 
with that end In View. It did not mat- 
ter much from which party they came 
•O on, a. .hey dltl come. He confessed 
that he would like to see this province 
Settled as much as possible with peo­
ple from the British Isles, so that we 
might have a homogeneous race, though 
he would not hesitate to welcome Into 
clllxenship people from other nations of 
Europe. He could not, however, agree 
wlt.h the member for Newcastle, who 
In hi, seal for Immigration, said that 
100.000 people might ba»t ogee settled :

on the vacant lands of British Colum­
bia. Before the people came, accom­
modation should be provided for them 
in highways and transportation, or It : 
would only lead to confusion.

He was aware that there was <11 Mi; 
culty in securing teachers for rural 
schools, and If salaries stood in the 
way they should be provided. He did 
not sec eye to aye with the member 
for Newcastle on the question of the 
provincial university. He believed that 
It would be mrfde so thatethe poorest 
child in the land could receive the 
benefit of It.

Wares on mall road Construction
He was rather surprised at the state-, 
mt of the member for Newcastle as 
wages paid on the Canadian North- 

n construction on Vancouver Island, 
s lut'd taken aome trouble to go Into 
e matter himself and had secured 
om two of the contracting firms Ag­
es as to the wages paid their men; 
lesc ran in both cases from $2.60 a 
iy for laborers, up through other 
ades to as high as $3 for axemen.

! to $4.50 for bridge carpenters. $7 
ir teamsters and $3.25 to $5 for fore- 
en, while the cost of board was $5.25 
week with bunkhouse accommodation. 
Mr. Williams asked if the $2.50 was1
• a nine or ten hour day?
Mr. Jardine said It was for a day of 
ic hours. He continued that the mem-
• for Newcastle had seen At to draw 
mparlions of the amount received 
m the government of British Colurn-; 

, by the Victoria Colonist ' with that 
ieived by the Times. He was careful, 
wever, to omit any mention of what 
j Times had received from Ottawa.
Hr. Williams: "We have nothing to
with Ottawa.” —

Mr. Jardine: "We often take a leaf 
)m those higher In authority, and It 
puld not be impossible. for us to look 
them for an example In the matter 
patronage.'* He quoted figures show- 
f that from June 30, 1906, to March 
(,1909. the Colonist had received from 
fi'"Dominion government only $6.26, 

|| the Times had received $7,123.06. 
L would give tile house an oppor- 

f to judfre’ of the, 
two govern:

■M.

Steady Orowth in All lines
Referring to his own constituency he 

said he had seen At to support the 
Canadian Northern agreement, and as 
a result of it there, had been a steady 
growth in the province in all tines, and- 
• be work being carried on in bis own 
constituency was of the highest class, 
and must result in great development 
right through to the west coast of Van- 
rmuvér Island. They could see what had 
taken place in the city of Victoria since 
the announcement of the Dominion gov­
ernment that they would build a break­
water there. They could not begin to! 
compute what all these things meant to! 
the city and the adjacent district. He - 
believed that within ten years they 
would easily have g city as large as 
Vancouver was now, because lie had 
been told on good authority that geo­
graphically situated as Victoria was 
she command the greater part ofvr >
the commercial shipping of British Co- • - 
lumbla.

Mr. W. Manson
Mr. Manson (Skeena) said that in ? 

spite of Opoeitlon critics on the gov- iy 
eminent’s land policy he knew that set- 
tiers were coming rapidly into this dis­
trict and taking up the land. He con­
sidered the policy of the government 
during the past two years in setting 
aside large sums of money for land 
surveys would settle many difficulties.
At the present time the surveying of 
lands by private parties led to many. 
complications, and it was one of the 
difficulties they had to face in his 
constituency. Tlmbermen. coal men 
and pre-emptors had taken out records 
and after being on their land for some 
months they would find they were in­
volved with others. There was over­
lapping and conflict and the time had 
arrived when some drastic step should 
be taken to meet the difficulty. He 
thought the government should ap­
point one Or more pre-emption in­
spectors, who would go over the land 
and examine the stakings, and see who 
was the real owner.

One of the drawbacks of a new dis­
trict was lack of transportation. This 
was being remedied to some extent by 
the construction of the Grand Trunk 
Pacific railway. It was true also that 
liberal appropriations had been made 
for roads and other public works, but 
they were still quite adequate to the 
great development going on. and he 
trusted they would be increased. He 
would like also to see the government 
supply cheap power to settlers fur 
clêaring- purposes. In that way they 
Would assist the settlers, if not taking

S
.re%L part in clearing thenpeelves.
Another difltodÿty had to con-

rid with was tife administration of 
justice. He considered the time was 
now ripe for the establishment of an 
assize court at Prince Rupert, and they ' 
should also have their own courthouse y, 
and gaol and so save the expense of 
transporting prisoners front the north 

ta-.^Uï WfrstJWjneter. as tfcis çoet about 
erg Jlrlshbee taken

Mr. Manson • tComox) took up the 
clause In the address, dealing with the 
Forestry commission. He said the dis­
trict he represented was producing j 
more than one-third of the total cut, 
i>f timber la IW^sh Columbia. Last 
year In that district there had been eût 
360.000.00d feet of timber. Many of 
the recommendations of tne Forestry 
commission would materially assist they 
timber men. but there was one he. y 
wished to take exception to. and that'.., 
was the recommendation that hand-i‘ 
loggers’ licenses should be abolished. *> 
He could only think that the commis­
sioners did not Aave all the evidence 
before them or they would ntot have^ 
come to such a conclusion. The com­
mission held no sittings north of 
Nanaimo, and probably there were not 
half a dozen men engaged in hand- 
iogglnrf within 100 to 500 miles of 
them. The sittings were also held in 
the stfv.mer, which was the harvest, so 
to speak, of the hand-loggers, and ae 
they were all men of small means it 
was out of the question for them to 

attend and give their evidence at 
LNanatme or Vancouver. At the same

" .. > " v . . ■ ••s- '



time his? tTfOT^r-nOldefB who had
their offices in the large centres had . 
every opportunity of placing their 
views before the commission, and so 
they only heard one side of the story- : 
The reason given for the recommends- 
tlott was that hand-loggers* licenses | 
led to the abuse of their privileges.
Tn a residence of 36 years on the c-*ast 
he knew many of these hand-loggei s - 
well and they would compare in hon­
esty with any other class, and because 
a few might transgress It was no 
reason why they should all be con- t 
demned. He hoped the Minister of 
Lands would not follow the report In 
this recommendation when framing hie 

: amendments to the Land Act, as It 
i would deprive these men of the oppor- 
! tunity to make a honest living in their 
I business.

Progress 1* the Sheens
Referring to the progress made In 

I his district during the- past year, Mr. 
j Manson mentioned thé Powell River 
! Pulp and Paper mills. These had been 
jj completed and would have been run- 
i ning but for an accident to their ma- 

| chiner y ; but in a few days they would 
I commence operations, turning out 10fo 
I tons of pulp and paper a day and em- 
' ploying many men. In CofnOx tte Ca- 

1 nadian Western Lumber Company had 
pushed on their logging railway for a 

j large number of miles kid were con- 
1 ducting extensive operations. Large 

1 workshops and machine shops bad been^

Ï
lilt, and electric light plants Installed.' 
he icoal mines of his district had paid 
-i Into the treasury almost 25 per cent of 

the total coal taxes of the province,, 
1 which showed that they had produced 

!* i practically a quarter of the coal, and

cation, and .ihW Portion of »• prov­
ince which enjojhtd this advantage, 
and known as the Railway Belt was 
administered by the political friends 
of the hon. the leader of the opposi­
tion at Ottawa and was. and continues 
to be, notwithstanding the statutory ob­
ligation to make the same available to 
the settler, the most stagnant por­
tion of the entire province. (Applause.)

It is hardly under conditions such as 
existed up to this time that one 
would look for thé development of a 
progressive land policy, but when the 
change came, when the demand for 
the timber of the province was follow­
ed by an even greater demand for the 
vacant crown lands, it became possible 
to put Into effect many changes, all 
making for the good of the people of 
the whole province.

Commencement of Policy

The first important change came in 
the year 1907, when the prices of 
crown lands were increased something 
like 200 per cent by the dropping of 
the classification known as third 
class land, and a much closer inspec­
tion of classifications generally. Later, 
in the closing months of the same year,, 
it xvas decided that sufficient of the 
timber areas of the province had been 
brought under special timber licenses 
to meet all legitimate milling require­
ments for some time to'come, and the 
timber lands of the province were 
withdrawn from alienation entirely.

In 1908 the government undertook 
a somewhat expensive system of sur­
veys of the vacant lands, and to cor­
rect abuses which had obtained in the 
past, created reserves against sale or 
lease In the areas set aside for sur­
vey.

Another new departure was then 
made of the lauds surveyed. The gov­
ernment' set aside one-third for the 
exclusive benefit of the pre-emptor, 
one-third for the university endom- 
ment, and one-third for purchase or 
pre-emption under the provisions of 
the land act.

I ment work. This would have a more 
j far-reaching effect than mining, since 
Ht would also provide a market for the 
| produce grown In the district More- 
l over the electric power, plant would 
\ supply settlers with light and power 
i for miles around.
| He hoped that when the railway 
1 policy of the government was brought

(
down it would be found that provision 
had been made for the construction of 
a railway to the north end of Van­
couver Island, as there were immenàe 

■ quantities of timber and ore to tie 
i opened up. and it would also develop 

;j large tracts of agricultural land. In 
j addition to that the fine scenery would 
| be the means of drawing people of 
j leisure and means there to spend their 
i vacations. These people would spend 
| their money freely, and the province 
I would reap the benefit.

In 1909 and 1910 further large areas ' 
were withdrawn from sale or lease, 
and even more comprehensive surveys \i 
undertaken. And in 1911 a further de­
velopment of the land policy of the • 
sovejjpjnent took form in the with­
drawal from sale or lease of the vacant 
lands of the crown in the districts of 
Cariboo and Llllooet and the Kamloops 
division of Yale district, practically f 
one-third of the area of the entire 
province.

Coincident with the withdrawal of 
these lands came the decision to In­
crease the price of lands acquired by 
purchase 100 per cent. A design ; 

which, I may remark in passing oc- " 
ca*!oned the political friends of the 
hon. the leader of the opposition, con­
sternation.

About thia time, ending themselves 
shut out of other portions of the 
province by reserve,. Investor» In 
crown lands turned their attention to 
the provincial land» In the Peace River : 
section in such 
Times p——

r_.___ wwee
Jhe, ,overnment to all iZ

^ '■6 the jgortiiS

Hon. Mr. Ross, who was received 
with applause on rising, said: 'T note 
Mr. Speaker, that the hon. the leader 
of the opposition has been searching 
for the land policy of this government 
in the speech from the throne, and 
having filled to find It there has con­
cluded the government has numbers that the ! 

newspaper of this city, saw In 
anotiler trek of thg !

ed desirable of
lands.
HaV. .8°J0D* a,°' but moel 'tu­
bers of this house can remember how
the members of this government were 
vmifled for continuing a laxity In the 
. whlch would P'rmlt nf the
gobbling up of the natural resource, 
of the Pesos River district, and the 
J''"!'- Z" Pointing out thl. grlevou. 
error of the government lamented ex- 
ceedlngly that the government could 
not Check the » poller» because they 
were .11 friend, of ,h, government 

Peace Slew 
1^ happened also that

no such
policy, and if further proof were ne­
cessary he cites a newspaper story to 
the effect that it has been . possible 
for the Duke of Sutherland to pur­
chase some lands in the northern por­
tion of the province with a view to 
assisting certain of his old country ten­
ants to try their fortune in. this prov- 

I ince of opportunity, 
i. As the mejnber of this government, 
'having Immediate control over the de­
partment of lands, it affords me great 
j pleasure, Mr. Speaker, to assure the 
- hon. 8he leader of the opposition that.
^ although he has failed to find It In the j 
speech from the throne, this govern- j 

■ment has a land policy, and one wlgch ; 
jis making for the conservation of the j 
|lands of the province. (Applause.) It 
■'may be that it has not developed as 
Irapidly as I and many other members 
pof this house would wish, but it is 
■making steady and very satisfactory 
|progrese. all things considered. Until 
|a few years ago, Mr. Speaker, the en­
ergies, of thpwinen entrusted with the 
■ fid minis fration of thé affairs of this 
^province were of necessity confined to 
Mthe raising of sufficient money to keep 

[things moving and keep alive the 
Ébopes and aspirations of the pioneers 
<jwho first cast their lot in with the fle- 
, jvelopment of British Columbia. There 
Iwas comparatively no demand for the 
J lands or timber of the province. A 
y very small portiun of the province had

about this

■< '
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The' land policy' contemplate' The land policy cfotemplatc that the sys­
tem of government surveye phpli be carried 
through these lands during thé coming sumr 
mcr, and that the usual assignments of 
such surveyed lands shall be made for pre­
emption, for university purposes and for the 
purpose of sale by public auction, and along 
the North Thompson river as along the line 
of the Grand Trunk Pacific the land policy 
of this- government will provide surveyed 
lands for pre-emfctors In advance of tHoir 
arrival, and what la true of this section of 
the province to be served by the Grand 
Trunk Pacific and the Canadian Northern 
railway Is likewise true of that great ex* 
panse of country from the city of Vancou­
ver to the eastern boundary of the province 
where the Peace river leaves It with respect 
to which the insistent demands are being 
made for railway construction, and, with thè 
exception -of the lapde in the Immediate 
vicinity- of thef çlty 'of ■ Vancouver, ' all are 
open to the pre-emptor and closed to the 

j purchaser. ' ‘ *

province were advanced from $2.50 and 
$5.00 to $5.00 and $10.00 per acre. I 

It then became necessary for tld) 
Times to shift its criticism, and it 
forthwith proceeded to denounce the 
government for doing the very thing 
which It had previously denounced the 
government for not doing, and betns 
criminals for not conserving the nat­
ural resources from the spoilers in the 
Peace River, the members of the gov­
ernment, in the eyes of the editor of 
the Times took on further stripes In 
requiring the purchasers of lands in 
the Peace River to pay what the gov­
ernment, as trustees for the men. wo­
men and children of the province, con- 

; sidered such lands to be worth. It is 
j nothing new to see the editor of the 

Times blowing hot and blowing cold 
in turn, but that the astute leader of 

, his majesty’s solidified and loyal op­
position (laughter) should do go sure­
ly furnishes reason for comment, and 
the only gratifying feature of the 
situation is that the relation which 

\ the hon. gentleman’s political parti 
bears numerically to the people of thia 
province is exemplified in the posi­
tion of the parties in this house, t 
situation by the way which permits al 
members of the party to speak at thi 
same time without violating the rule

(Applause.)
Withdraws from Bale.

In short. Mr. Speaker, it may surprise the 
Hon. the Leader of the Opposition to learn 
that all Crown 'lands In the districts of New 
Westminster, Llllooet, Cariboo and the Kam­
loops Division of the Yale District from the 1 
Coast to,the Province of Alberta have been 
withdrawn froifl sale *n«J are available to 
the pre-emptor.

There Is one other feature I would like 
to bring to the attention of the members of 
this House before I leave the land policy, 
the shortcomings of which so Impressed the 
Hon. the Leader of the Opposition.

This land policy has, of necessity, been 
made to conform to the amendments that 
have been made from time to time to the 
Land Act., dipping t*e six years
and unde? which many thousands of appli­
cations to purchase havq been carried 
through to completion involving; as you all

know, hundreds of different conflicting in­
terests, but in the great amount of busi­
ness dealt with there has not been enter­
tained In the minds of reasonable men the 
faintest suggestion of a land scandal or a 
single Instance Where persons having claims 
under the Land Act have not received hon­
est treatment at the hands of the officials 
charged with the carrying into effect of the 
government’s land policy. (Applause.)

At the conclusion of Hon. Mr. Rosa’s 
speech, as no one else rose, the Speaker 
called question, and the address was car-

On motion of the Premier, Wednesday 
next was fixed ai the date for the motion 
of supply.

After the Premier had announced the 
standing committees, the House adjourned.

Friday, January 19, 1912
the Lends Department'Will be always in i

I
vance of the demand.

I may further explain. Mr. Speaker, tl

s sBigiag

TMM LAVS POLICY

The Minister of Lands is to be con- 5 
i gratulated on a clear and concise ex-s 

planatton of the government’s land 
| policy. His contribution to the debate, 

on tho address was a notable one, inas­
much as It made apparent that it Is the 
desire of Premier McBride and his col- - 
leagues to promote the opening up of 
areas for settlement following the de­
velopment of transportation facilities. £ 
It is difficult to see what better policy 
could be followed In a country of such 
vast areas as British Columbia. Here, 
owing to topographical difficulties, and 
In parts climatic drawbacks, the ques­
tion of transportation is absolutely es­
sential to the settling up of the at pre-4. 

j sent uninhabited tracts. The govern-Î. 
j ment has recently embarked on a rail-’* 

way policy, a feature which perhaps 
j more (ban anything else has served to 
I make the province as prosperous as its 
i is today. It is proposed to considerably : 
enlarge this policy in the near future,^ 
and from this we may expect still fur-4 

Hand in band with*

I great* of suchcurateiy m
assist pre^empSortf itT their Modfctlota of de­
sirable homesteads.

When the figure* are available I am satie- 
; fled- that a substantial increase will be 
shown In the number of Pre-emption Ret­
ords Issued throughout the province, and

II that an even more gratifying showing will 
be made fijt«J-e«>e# thp; dumber of 
certirtcSeafV (HpZwemdifts tjiat have 
Issued, but Mutinied dry as prettifi progress

!
In addition to the .lands, which the land 
policy has «r^reAjMiliSealer pre-empt- 
ore. it hae..*i%l*l3l 700|*<f acres of sur­
veyed lantieTft* jl* purppiat university 
endowment and two or three hundred thou­

sand acres of surveyed lands available for 
the purposes of sale by auction, which could 
at any time be devoted to pre-emptors.

This, Incidentally, brings to notice an­
other development of the land policy which 
alms at the gradual elimination of.the pri­
vate sale- of Crfwn, l*tde in that pone of 
'.the ldtodi *iftvve<r by the Cifctrfn during

I ther development, 
the expansion of railway facilities Is 
proceeding, as Mr. Ross points out, 
legislation with respect to lands wmcli 
is conserved them for the benefit of the | 
people and the incoming settler.

Possibly few people are aware that 
there are now 000,006 acres surveyed . - 
and waiting for the pre-emptor, and the ‘ 
policy of the government for the present 
y»?ar provides for the survey of still 
further areas in the country through 
which the Canadian Northern Pacific

2nd the Grand Trunk Pacific railways I 
re building. These lands will be ready \ 

for settlers in advance of their arrival, i 
During the past three years area after ^ 
area has been withdrawn from sale of-,

- lease and placed under reserve, some 
for the exclusive benefit of the pre- , 
oumtor. some for purolm»c or .pre-aim,, j

the nlr
'■nlneula, are open

Areas ta Northern tl. C. 
has been represented by the political 

nds of the leader' of the Opposition thaf 
the'desirable lands in the dorthern por- 

i of the province have been sold. Bueh 
îot the case. NatU,' ths. lands that 
e received **st attention have been the 
i along the line of the Grand Trunk 
slfic. but If all the lands thgt have been 
1 along the Itoav of the railway were

is ex-
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tlon under the
ante for University Endowment pùr- 
poses. At the present time two-thirds 
of the entire area of the province is held 
under reserve for the pre-emptor.

In the face of these facts it is dlffi- 
jcult to see how any unprejudiced person 
Lean accuse the government of giving 
jaway the lands of the province. Indent 

r ’ 'having regard to the difficulties which 
! “'^prevail here, and to. the fact that there 

are large areas as yet practically unex­
plored, it would seemingly be hard to 

---map out a better policy for conserving 
" the land for the people. The policy is 

|on the face of it a convincing one, with­
out ramifications which might perplex 

' ’the lay mind. It is an open book, which 
jeveryone can read and Judge for them- 

w selves.
Since taking up the portfolio of lands 

Mr. Roes has shown an administration 
. which la both capable and comprehen­
sive. His grasp of bis duties was evl- 
idenced by yesterday's exposition in the 

: House. It was a statement of policy
resgiplj worthy of a minister in such a groat 
SlBljptOYlnce as British Columbia.

_— ------

■

**___
L In his speech on the Address j ester- j 

day Mr. Jardine spoke of the great de- j 
' velopment to be* expected on the West | 

" Coast of the Island as the result of 
^ railway construction. That part of 

British Columbia abounds In the eie- 
% : ments of material prosperity, and the

■»'. •' highest anticipations that have been
^ ; formed of Its future are likely to be

more than realized.
Heretofore progress has necessarily 

•,, been slow. The only transportation 
that could seriously be considered was 

Pf ; by water, and that Involved the voyage 
; around Cape Beale, which is not the 
: pleasantest place in the world to be 
“when the stormy winds do blow.” The 

' steamship service was probably as 
. good as the business offering would 

>;■ warrant, but it was not the kind of 
\ ; service to attract travel. Hence the 

Coast was more or less side-tracked 
V from the general progress of the coun- 

■ try.
3 A change has been brought about.
1 The Esquimau and Nanaimo Railway 

1 11s running trains to Port Albernt; the 
p Canadian Northern will be at tide water 

on the canal, possibly within twelve 
months from this date. With two 

‘ railways, both divisions of -transcon- 
ïfpjenlal lines, reaching the protected wa­

iters of the West Coast, a very great 
|Impetus ought to be given to the whole 
jreglûB. Industrially and otherwise. A 

I authority in inch matter. Mid, a I 
• the result of careful investigation, that 

there is more timber that can be made i ' 
tributary to railways reaching Albernl1 

^ Canal than made a prosperous city at 
. ; Vancouver. There are other great r«- 

j sources to be utilised and scenic at- " 
e lraclions to be exploited, which are sur-U-^ : 

- passed nowhere in the world.

An observation was made by one of 
the members of the Legislature, who 
Is not In sympathy with the govern­
ment. In regard to the sessional, reports 
appearing In this paper, which, if un- 
contradictcd. might give somp color to 
the suggestion that these reports are 
edited so os to misrepresent or conceal 
what some members may aay. If It la 
thought desirable to do so for political 
reasons. We wish to state As emphatic­
ally aa we can that such ah insinuation 
is absolutely without foundation. The 
reports printed in the ColonlAt from 
day to day are exactly as they are re­
ceived from the press gallery. 1‘lia 
reporter In charge of that work for 
the Colonist has had many years' ex­
perience in that capacity, and the paper 
trusts wholly to hie judgment as to the 
space that «ball be devoted to any 
speaker and accepts hie version of what 
Is said aa accurate. It may sometime* 
happen that the reporter finds himself 
compelled by physical limitations on his 
part or by what he knows about the 
space available, to omit .some things 
speaker may say. and It la also possible 
that In so doing lie may omit something ■ 
which a speaker may think was of more j 
Importance than something which is re- ; 
ported. It is also possible that a 
speaker may not be as Intelligible to i 
others as he 1* to himself. But the : 
suggestion that anything Is omitted L 
from our reports of sessional debates 
for political or personal reasons, or that 
the reports are altered after they have 
been sent in is absolutely without even 
a semblance of foundation. The Leg- • 
Islature treats the press with every j 
courtesy, and the Colonist hopes it 
knows too well what its duty toward* 
the members of that body and to Its 
readers, not to say what is due to the 
members of Its staff, to alter in the 
slightest particular the reports of de­
bates supplied from the press gallery.
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VICTORIA, B, C., SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 1912

Creation of Bureau to Have 
Jurisdiction Over All Crown 
Timber Lands in British Col­
umbia

LICENCE BY TENDER
SYSTEM INTRODUCED

Bill Provides for Increase in 
Reforestation and Conserv­
ation of Great Natural Re­
source

IA number of Important changes In 
timber regulations are contained in the 
amendment to the Land Act brought 
down in the legislature yesterday by 
the Hon. W. R. Ross, minister of lands.
,ln most respects they follow - closely 
the recommendations of the forestry 
commission which sat two years ago, >, 
though some provisions have been mod­
ified to meet practical conditions. First,
It provides for the creation of a for­
estry board with a chief forester and 
other official who ere to have wide 
power over timber matters.

When any portion of the timber re­
serve shall be opene» in future there I 
will be a drastic change in the method 
of obtaining licenses. The bill pro­
vides for # the adoption of the Ontario 
plan of license by tender. Tenders 
will be called, and the tenderer who of­
fers the highest cash bonus per thous­
and feet In addition to royalty on tim­
ber that may be cut in future, will be 
given the license, or the minister may 
decide to accept the highest lump sum 
for the whole limit. This does not af­
fect present licenses in any way.

Handioggers’ licenses will in future 
be Issued only at the discretion of the 
minister of lands in districts where 
they ere not likely to work injury to 
crown landd or other property. An in­
crease in royalties is provided for on a 
graduating scale, the royalties differing: 
according to the grade of lumber cut 
from the timber, three grades being 
named. Restrictions for the prevention 
of forest fires are rigid and the pen­
alties severe.

A Comprehensive Aot
The new Act is divided into 14 parts 

as follows:
Part I.—Forest branch of depart­

ment of lands and provincial forest

Part II.—Prevention of trespass upon 
crcwn timber lands and protection of 
crown timber.

Pari III.—Holding and method of dis- • 
prf.ltIon of crown timber.

Part IV.—Timber leases.
Part V.—Timber licenses.
Part VI.—Rlghts-of-way.
Part VIL—Royalties, taxes and j 

charges; collectons, accounts an<*t re­
turns.

Part VIII.—Timber scaling and mea ; 
sûrement.

Part IX.—Timber marking.
Part X.—Manufacture within pro- j 

vlnce.
Part XI-—Fire prevention.

| Part XII.—Rules and regulations.
I Part XIII.—-Penalties and procedure.

part XIV.—Repeal.
SE'• . . . . . . . . .V

Jurisdiction of Board
The first part deals with " the for­

estry branch of the department, which ' 
Is to be called a lands end provincial 
forest board, which shall have jurisdic­
tion over and control and administer 
all matters. Its powers are enumerated 
as follows:

(a) All the rights, properties, inter­
ests, claims and demands of the crown 
in right of the province of British Col­
umbia in forests, timber lends and tim­
ber.
■- (b) All revenues and moneys of the 
crown in right of the province of Brit­
ish Columbia arising from forestry, 
timber lands, timber, trees and pro­
ducts of the forest., .

(c) Conservation of existing forests.
(d) Reforestation.
(e) Prevention of forest fires.
(f) Sales and dispositions of and 

tenancies of timber lands, or timber, or 
trees, or forest products belonging to the 
crown In right of the province of Brit­
ish Columbia.

(g) Cutting, classifying, measuring, 
manufacturing, branding and exporting 
of trees, logs, timber and products of 
the forest; and

(h) Statutes, rules and regulations
relating to the regulation of forestry 
and the protection of forests^___

Timber Idee ns es
In regard to timber licenses it is pro­

vided that all surveys of special licen­
ses shall be completed before the 13th 
of March, 1918, the government retain­
ing the power to compel arid control 
surveys. It due diligence be not ob­
served by the holder the department 
may direct surveys to be made and 
charge expenses up to the holder. Simple 
regulations are put in force for survey­
ing land held under 'timber licenses as. 
distinct from lands surveyed for agri­
cultural or other purposes.

In part 6, there are numerous provis­
ions governing the arranging for the 
carriage and transport -and price of the 
products of the forest and for the tail­
ing and using of land for right-of-way^ ‘

The present provisions of the Land*' 
Act in respect to timber scaling and 
measurement are not interfered with/ 
but in districts where there are no effi­
cient scalers provisions analogous to 
those in the Ontario Cullers Act will be 
put in force requiring examination and 
licensing of -inefficient scalers.

. : Prevention of Pire
The present law Trt faspect to timber 

markiiTg and manufacture within the 
province of timber jSt-oducts will practi­
cally remain unchanged. JThe most im- 
pertant features 6t the law relate to 
the prevention of fire, and these ate en­
tirely new. For practical purposes they 
may be divided into two parts. One re­
lates to the disposition. df débris, and/ 
the second to’the precautions to be prie-? 
served in the use of fires. In regard to" 
the first It is made compulsory to dis­
pose of dangerous accumulations. The 
department while recognizing, the re­
commendations of the forestry commis­
sion were careful to recognize the fin­
ancial difficulties in the way of putting 
them cbriipletely lhto; effect. The new 
regulations will conform largely to >hoso 
which are in force in the western states. 
Special provisions are made for the 
clearing away of debris around camps, 
mines, mills, engines on rights-of-way, 
telephone, telegraph, .electric power and 
other lines. In respect to railways a 
safet> zone is created on either side to 
the width of two hundred feet, which 
must be kept clear of all combustible 
material. In every case the department 
retains the nower of doing at thy ex­
pense of the party responsible what 
that party fails to perform in accord- ! 
ance with the requirements of the act. i

Logging operators may be required 
in the case of dangerôus slash, to make 
special provision for the prevention of 
fire when the minister requires it by 
cuitting out tire lines.



Forest Protection Fund 
The main feature of the provisions in 

respect to lire prevoution Is the creation i 
of a forest protection fund. Every 

j owner of timber land*, whether in the 
nature of "crown grants, lease or licen­
see will be required to contribute a cent 

.an acre toward this fund, and shall In 
addition be required to pay two and a

f

half cents pur thousand feet cut 
.‘contribution to the expense of looking 
after fires and fitting out fire crews. 
Crown granted lands which do not pay 
loyalty On the cut are required to pay 
two cents an acre. Against the am­
ounts contributed the government puts 

; dollar for dollar. These contributions 
( are not In the nature of taxàtlon, but
• go to create a fund which Is expended 
for specific purposes, enumerated as for 
the expenses of patrol, telephone and 
telegraph appliances, the making of 
trails, etc., according to the most up to 
date and improved methods of fighting 
fire. An automatic arrangement is put 
Into effect for special assessments If .the 
funds so created Is not adequate for its 
requirements in any particular season.
On the other hand where the fund so 
created Is more than sufficient for the 
requirements of any season arrangement 
provision is mads for ,a proportionate 
induction in the contribution, both from 
the timber owners and the government.

No special provisions are made to re­
strict the methods of lumbermen In the 
cutting on timber limits, but provision 
is made for assessing by royalty bn ac­
count of unnecesary waste of material 

Balhroa* Patrol
It is weti known that .railway locomo­

tives are responsible a great many 
of the forest fires whftjj^ take place, and 
the framers of tfie act have gone pretty 
thoroughly Into fhe methods of prevent­
ing the occurrence of such fires. Power

• is taken by tfce forestry bureau to com­
pel patrol after the passing of each 
train. This Is not^oitogether new, as it 
already*exists In the Dominion act. tlx- 
pensee of this patrol are to be borne by 
the railway companies, who must also 
maintain a force of fire wardens during 
construction of their line, and are also j

-, required to obtain certificate» that the 
5 right-of-way has been cleared up before 

: starting operations. A fine not exceed- 
- ing one thousand dollars is imposed on 

the rtllway comjknles ir. case of fires, 
which are started negligently. Ade­
quate provision Is made for the use of 
preventive devices in the case of logging 
engines, locomotives, steamboats, port­
able engines, etc. Proper precautions 
sire also to be taken in the operation of 
opeh burners and incinerators.

Contributors to the regular fund for 
fire protection wh* have trouble with 
fires, and who are placed at expense for 
extra protection and In lighting bush 
fires are recouped by the government to 
the estent of one half of their expendi­
ture. This tn a measure has been the ; 
practice for some years pest, but Is now 
for the first time made a part of the 
law. In cases of extremity the officials 
of the forestry bureau will have power 
to press men Into service to meet all ; 
such emergencies.

The old system of fire permits will be 
continued very much as formerly.

1
Bill to Validate Voluminous 

Compilation of Commission­
ers Passes Its Second Read­
ing
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Graceful Resolution to Duke of 
Connaught Shows Gratifica-1 

tion of Province at His Ap- ! 
pointment .to Ottawa

In i«tard to band loggers' licenses it ; 
is provided that the lleutenant-govef I, 
ncr-ln-council may from time to time ! 
authorize the minister to grant such j 
licenses In districts In which injuries 
;t'> crown or other timber lands are not 

j. likely to result, subject to certain ex­
ception* enumerated in sub-sections.

Tine pages from twenty-four to thlrty- 
ne in interact are devoted to part seven, 

whlçh liable with royalty, taxes and 
chargee, collections, account# and re­
turns. The provisions of this part are 
two detailed to be enumerated within 
reasonable spree, and may be deàcrtbed 
a.- covering all kind» ■ of timber pro­
ducts. The-scale of royalties ha* been 
materially Increased, and in respect to 
the royalties on lumber cut they are 
Imported according to grade,' the grades

Ths last business dey of the first 
business week of the present session of 
the legislature witnessed the adoption 
by standing vote of the house of a : 
gracefully-phrased resolution expressive l 
of the satisfaction experienced by Brit­
ish Columbians In connection with the | 
recent appointment of his royal high­
ness the Duke of Connaught as gov­
ernor-general in Canada. The final sit- l 
ting of the week was also notable as r 
witnessing the second reading of the , 
bill ratifying and giving the full force 

< and effect of law to the 1S11 revision 
and consolidation of the provincial stat­
utes; while Just prior to the rising of j the house, until Monday, there was in­
troduced by the minister for lands, 
Hon. Mr. Ross, the new measure for 
the conservation and administration of 

, the forests and forest products, which 
measure marks an innovation In forest- 
ry matters generally and Is based to a ] 
large extent upon the practical invest- j 
lgations and recommendations of the 
commission on forestry, which sat at : 
various places throughout British Col­
umbia during the year, 1910. Mr. 
Brewster's resolution touclrlng the naval 
policy of Canada was "passed over" at 
the request of the Liberal leader, anil 
finds plçce on the orders of the day 
for Monday. As no seconder has yet 
been secured for it, it may then be fur­
ther postponed, If, Indeed, it comes up 
at all. The report of the royal commis­
sion on taxation matters Is also expect­
ed to make Its appearance In the houeo 
on Monday afternoon.

| The premier, in moving the resolution ! 
J of congratulation to his royal highness; 

the Duke of Connaught on Ills appoint- j 
ment as governor-general of the Dom- 

i inlon, recounted his conference with his j 
royal highness during his recent visit ! 
to Ottawa and the promise his royal j 
highness had given to pay British Col- | 

= umbitt an early visit
"1 need not," Hon. Mr. McBride said, 

"emphasise in any way the very great 
! satisfaction that has been enjoyed by}
1 all loyal Canadians because of the clr- 
i cumstutice of the appointment of one of 

the royal house to the position of gov- 
« ernor-general of the Dominion. To­

gether with the fact that the Duke of 
f Connaught has won for himself a repu- 
i talion Imperial-wide as an excellent j 
] man and a brilliant soldier, there was > 

general appreciation of the fact that 
one so near In relationship to his maj- j 
eety the king should be assigned to this P 
high and responsible office. Here was 
another tangible evidence of the great 
and far-reaching Importance which Can­
ada lias attained in these days as an in-wmz,

: : % 
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ative In the federal captai. Notwlth- 
htending his untimely death and the 
fact that there were many and varied 
responsibilities at once placed upon the 
shoulders of our king, George V., there 
was never for a' moment, so far as we 
can ascertain, -any Idea of departing 
from the expressed wish of the late '} 
king, and we found on the completion : | 
of the term of office of Lord Grey, the V; 
press despatches at once announced that J 
the Duke of Connaught would be the ‘ 
new governor-general, and that haz — 
would leave for Canada as soon as clr-i 
cumstetices would permit.

No Stranger to Canada 
"The governor-general is no stranger 

er to Canada. I understand that as far*, 
back as in the early seventies he wasv 
assigned certain military duties which' 
caused him to reside for some time in 
Quebec and afterwards in Montreal,; 
and those still alive and in mature 
years who were privileged to reside here

at that time ere still loud in 'thelrj 
praises of his conduct in. Canada. He 
wgs always known tor ~hjs unassuming 
dnd manly bearing. Apart altogether 
from the princely bearing which wds 
his privilege» he was looked upon as’ an 
excellent type of man and a good sol­
dier. The other day at Ottawa .his 
royal highness reminded us of the fact 
that on his way home from India, 
where he had been in command of the 
imPer*el forces some 21 years ago he 
had arranged h’il journey hoirie over­
land by the C. A R„ and lie told us 
with what pleasure and what interest 
he enjoyed every moment of the time 
journeying through Canada. Though 
the trip was a very hurried one, it had 
made on hlm an impression of the size 
and possibilities'' of Canada that would 
always last.

“I am quite satisfied that in tjie wel­
come we shall give the governor-gen­
eral when he comes to our shores next 
summer there will be that hearty end 
spontaneous outburst of enthusiasm 
which has always witnessed In " this 
-portion of Canada the welcome of the I 
representatives of his majesty the king. ! 
There is nothing, to my mind, and I 1 
claim very considerable acquaintance 
with the people of British Columbia, 
that seems to bring out the loyalty and 
patriotism of Canadians resident here 
as when the occasion presents Itself 
for the representative of his majesty 
to visit this province, because we are 
privileged to live under the Union Jack 
and enjoy the liberty for which it 
stands.

Historic Document
"It appears, on looking over the re­

cords of years gone by, that the name 
of our province was assigned to us by 
our governor-general's mother, the late 
Queen Victoria. I have here a copy of 
the letter written by her majesty to Sir
B. Bulwer Lytton, at that time colonial 
secretary, in which she made the sug­
gestion, and which I will read, with the 
permission of the house.*'

The letter referred to reads:
Osborne, 24th July, 1868.

T,he queen has received Sir E. Bulwer 
Lytton's letter stating that objections 
were being made in France to the name 
of New Caledonia being given to the 
proposed colony between the Pacific 
and the Rocky Mountains. If the name 
of New Caledonia Is objected to as be­
ing already borne by another colony or 
island claimed by the French, It may 
be better to give the new colony west 
of the Rocky Mountains another name.
New Hah over, New vornv5e.ll arid New 
Georgia appear frt>m the maps to be : 
the names of subdivisions of that coun- ; 
tt;y, but do not appear on all maps, The ; 
only name whiçh Is g^ven to, the whole 
territory in every map the queen bad 
consulted is "Columbia,'' but as there 
exists also a Columbia in South Amer­
ica, and the citizens of the United " 
States call their country also Columbia/ 
at least in poetry, “British Columbia''1 
might be?*m*fW IJtieêri’s'^opinion, the 
best imm«? ’•: ’ !

"I have g-rêât ‘ pleasure^* i sContin^pd 
the premier, wTfh‘ moving art address of 
welcome to^ his royal highness.” .

Mr. Brewster thanked the premier for 
conferring upon him the honor of sec­
onding the. resolptlop,.

\

I "i think," he adcfed, “that, in common 
! with every member on the floor of this 
house and the people of Canada, I have1 
felt for many years that in reality Can- 

i ada is becoming the bright, particular 
star In the great empire of Britain; arid 
it Is with very great satisfaction lri- 

i deed that we find now that this view 
j has evidently béen taken by , the royal 
j house in the motherland, for we have 
had given to us now as governor-gen-- 

j èral the uii5le of*.'the present king and 
j the son of diir great Queen Victoria.
; In view of the work-that has been done 

by the great man who has been sent to 
j us, I think Canada may well feel proud.
I I can add little to what the premier has 
I said, but I am sure that the house will 
rise in passing the resolution - and hon- j or it in a proper manner.

Text of Beeolutlon
! The Speaker read the resolution 
! which follows, and it was carried urian-' 
j imously bÿ a standing voté:

To Field-Marshal His Royal High-' 
j ness Prince Arthur William Patrick 
! Albert, Duke of Connaught and Strath- 
i earn, Earl of Sussex (In the Peerage of 
! the United Kingdom), Prince of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, Duke of Saxony, Prince of 
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha, K. G., K. T.,
K. P., P. C.. G. M. B., G. C. S. I., G. C.
M. G., G. C. L. E.. G. C. V. D., Personal 
I. E., G. C. V. O., Personal A. D.: C. to 
A. D. C. to His Majesty the King, Gov­
ernor-General and Commander-in-Chief j 
of the Dominion of Canada:
May it please Your Royal Highness,-^

We, the Speaker and members of the 
legislative assembly of the province of 
British Columbia, In parliament assem- - 
bled, loyally present to yotir royal high-;, 
ness and to her royal highness the 
Duchess of Connaught, our heartfelt 
congratulations upon your safe arrival 
In the Dominion of Canada.

The honor conferred upon the Dom-i 
lnlon of Canada by the presence of a1 
near relative of hie majesty the king: 
affords us a deeper gratification than 
can be expressed in words, and Is highly 
significant of his majesty's desire to 
emphasize the unity of the empire.

We trust that your administration of 
public affairs will be as pleasurable to 
your royal highness as it will be bene­
ficial to the-people of tills great Dom­
inion; and. should 'your royal highness, 
witty your illustrious consort, favor the 
province- of British Columbia with a:. 
visit, a warm and loyal welcome will 
be .extended to you.-

Consolidation Bill
Attorney-General Bowser, in moving 

the second reading of the*t>lll ratifying 
and’ giving effect to the recent revision . 
of the provincial statutes, informed the 
house that- itr cértaln of the provinces of ; 
the Dominion the custom - is to have 

.such revision performed every ten years. 
There was no fixed rule in . this regard,
In British Columbia, but the present re- / 
visipp had been rendered necessary by ' 
a variety of, conditions. The first revis­
ion made in British Columbia was in 
1871, this being hot so-much a revision 
.proper as a .compilation "of the then ex­
isting statutes. And to show how our 
statutes had grown, this first compil­
ation, eoiriprlsed but six hundred and 
thirty pages, containing the statutes of 
tire colony of 'Vancouyer island, and the 
then colony of British Columbia, which, ^ 
was the mailflmd, and also the legisla-" 
tlon adopted after • *the two colonies 
merged Into one. In 1877 another con- . 
solidation xyas made embracing - the 
statute laws up to that period; And 
in 1888 there came anpther revision, a 
more effective one, yvhen "commissioners 
were appointed for. .£he purpose of re­
vising classifying and consolidating the 
laws as they stood at that date.

1897 Be vision
The work 6t the -commisloners then 

v/as nob so great as it was in 18$7, when 
the revision upon which the commis­
sioners had been actively engaged dur­
ing some years, became the law of the, 
land, this revision having been under­
taken by the late Chief Justice, Hon. 
Theodore DaVle: Hé had not only then 
revised and consolidated the statute

-v



__ but had* Included!
well those "English laws which he[

~ ] considered to be in force according to J 
1 the prod a in ma Uon of Sir James Doug- 

las In 1868. It was unnecessary for 
.. iff him to comment upon the great work of;

' this revision or the value rendered to •
L:; the country by the late Chief Justice, ;

! and those engaged with him in the work.
The revision of 1897 was an admirable 

1 one In every respect, but there had been 
. eo large additions to the statute law 

^ since that time that it had been deter- 
I mined to appoint another commission to f 
! | bring the revision and consolidation up 

to date, the personnel of that commis- , 
slon consisting of Mr. Charles Wilson,
K. C., of Vancouver, an ex-Attorney- 
Qeneral of the province, and Mr. A. P. 
Luxton,- K. C., of Victoria. Since the 
time of their appointment some two 
years ago, thiise commissioners had 
been working x'rlthlA_ competent jelqff 
upon a new revision'6r the statute wW, 
l,vbich he had ip)w pleasure of pre­
senting to ttie nouse* in three volumes. *
The commlsaioribrs hàd not only revised 1 
all the statute Iqvrs o?~British Columbia | 
up to last year, >utnhad included also | 
the legislation of . last session, so that i 
this revision; and; consolidation embrac­
ed aU the • lgvfs open the statute, book jr ; 
up to ttta.31*t Dwrmber. 1911. It had 

] been thought at. first that thb revision !
I would be reaoy for presentation to the i 

house last yea/P but She work proved |o j

m

1 b- so volumtntWs and to require so great
care and tttgntlon.j that It had been 
thought better to devote another year 
to It and it was the result of this work 
which this present bill dealt with. He | 
thought that this revision would be 
found to reflect the highest credit upon 
the commissioners. The arrangement ! 
of the statutes wih perhaps an Improve­
ment upon that $t, past revisions, and 
would be found to facilitate access to 
those statutes to which reference might 
be desired from time to time. Many 
statutes were passed by the house, 
which were, in a way, of a temporary 
character, and other, statutes which ac­
cidentally duplicated or repeated the 
contents of qther acts. The commis­
sioners had gone into all these matters 
very carefully, and had striven to elim­
inate duplications, and to make the con­
solidation as complete and as thorough 
as possible.

Growth of legislation
As evidence of the growth of legls-

1 Talion in this province he pointed to the 
fact that while the revision of 1871 
contained but six hundred and thirty 
pages, that of 1897 was contained in 
2280 pages, in two volumes, and that of f 
ifll. in three volumes, showed a growth 
from <30 pages in 1871 to 8.197 pages 
today. He fully realised the task that 
was set before the commissioners in 
the revision of the provincial statute 
law, and it had been thèlr aim to harm­
onise and to bring into unison with one 
another, all the various laws, similar 
language and forms being retained in­
sofar as possible. In some features of 
the revision, the commissioners had 
found it necessary and desirable to en­
croach slightly upon the legislative 
power, but wherever this had occurred 
tbey had first consulted with him, end 
any changes made had been with his 
consent He had a complete list of these 
minor changes, and in regard to them 
he would be glad to instruct the house, 
showing where in the different acts the 
commissioners had gone a little beyond 
their power In the direction of legisla­
tion. It might not be out of place to 
ljOk at one or two of these and show in 
What manner the legislative function 
t ad been Slightly usurped. The admin­
istration act afforded an example .in,

tijga point Legislation with respect to the
2 administration'of estates had been 

scattered ail through the statute book. 
These various reference# to the subject 
had been brought together by the com­
missioners, yaad an act presented divid­
ing .the subject into nine parts, all re­
lating to the administration of estates. 
The result bad been to secure a more 
simple law and conveniently codify the 
several features of legislation on .the 
subjeht ~The same applied to legisla­
tion dealing with Infants. .

Municipal Clauses Act 
, In the Municipal Clauses Act a simn*

i
 hfication had also been brought about 
All member# of the house were well 
aware that thè amendments to the Muni­
cipal Clauses Act from tints to time had 
been very lumeroue, and ..evidence of 
title would be found in the number of 
pages devoted to the Municipal Clause#

| Act apd contained In the revision of to- 
y as compared with the space given 

i this subject in earlier revisions. The
---- — of 1871 gave just one and

pages. In' 1188 this had been 
“ to forty-two pages, and now ,|i 

eighty-

eight pages, but put in better arrange­
ment. and so that less difficulty would 
be occasioned In finding any desired re­
ference than heretofore. He thought 
this waH perhaps one of the most fre­
quently referred to acte in the statutes 
and the simplification of arrangement 
would be most acceptable. With regard 
to taxation, too, there had been many 
related acts scattered throughout the 
statute book, and all these had now been 
brought into one taxation act

The bill which he now offered for sec- 
A tndjreadlng, had for its object the vall- 
I deUbn of the recent revision, lbs Idea

being that the house should at once re­
peal all the old statute lav/, and this 
become the statute law of the province 
early next week, upon this measure re­
ceiving th-i assent .of the lieutenant- 
governor. The legislation of the pre­
sent session might then be made to 
amend the consolidated statutes where 
any change was desired; otherwise con­
siderable Inconvenience would obviously 
occur. In this consolidation were In­
cluded all the English statutes consider­
ed, to be in force and applying to this 
province under T.he proclamation of Sir 
James Douglas in 1|68. In the revis­
ion were also included many statutes of

the province of what might be termed 
semi-public character, such as 

the Canadian Northern railway leg­
islation, the Kettle River Valley Act, 
the legislation with the Grand Trunk 
Pacific In respect to the Prince Ru­
pert townslte, the City of Vancouver 

^Incorporation act, and the acte relat- 1 
Ing to the city of New Westminster 
and Victoria and other legislation of 

similar nature. There was also in 
preparation a fourth volume in which 
would be found a list of all private 

| acts passed by the legislature and 
are regarded by the oommfe- 

sloners as™ still being in existence; 
these acts were not republished but 

j a Hat merely given so that any one 
I who might be interested could see

.;rÜ
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which were «till alive and where they 
might be found. The attorney gen- 
eral pointed to the excellent work 
which had been done In the printing 
and binding of the 8,008 copies of the 
consolidation, making 9,000 volumes, 
and thought that members on looking 

; at their copies would agree that the 
--j work reflected the highest credit on 

the king’s printer and his staff. He
• had had no opportunity to go through
* the entire work, but such portions SA 

he had been able to look Into he had 
found exceedingly well arranged, and 
he thought the house would appreciate 
the great attention and the time that 
had been given by the commissioners V. 
to the revision,1 which work would en­
hance the high reputation that they 
already enjoy among thé leaders of 
the bar in British Columbia. He 
moved tiie second reading of the Mil.

Mr. Brewster's Criticism 
Mr. Brewster had listened With in­

terest to the explanation made by the 
' attorney general, but as a mere lay- ; 
man himself wqe inclined to regard 
the procedure- adopted as a little, pe­
culiar. Hè did not for a momedl* de­
sire to discredit the special prêtes- 
global ability of the revising commis­
sioners, but with so tremendous a 
work it might be that they had been 
led into error, as they were only hu­
man after all. This being the case it j 
was a somewhat serious matter for ‘ 
the house to pass offhand this validat­
ing act and make their revision the 

j law of the land, the object of the pres- 
ent bill béihg nothing more nor less 
than to ratify the revision, the house 
accepting the work on faith. He did 
not wish to indulge in any harping 
criticism, but if even the attorney 
general had not been able to go 
through the complete work and vouch 
for Its satisfactory character through-

a
oût, how could a mere layman on the 
floor of the house vote with confidence 
to make this consolidation the law of

^ the land. He had hoped that, year by 
! year during the progress of the re­
vision, drafts might have been sub­
mitted to the house, with any changes

Imade indicated by italics, so that the 
members might note the character of 
these changes and pass upon them. In 
decisions of law great weight was fre­
quently laid by the judges upon the 
specific wording of the act The 
house was now told that this revision

(had been' made 63 
jwith a view to hat 
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*»nd been" maïe 6y the commissioners 1 
, with a view to harmonizing the dlffer- 
1 e»t acts or different references to any 

particular subject and It was there­
fore possible that the real meaning of 
the legislature In the enactment of the 
law might have been missed by the 
commissioners and their work fall to 
coincide with the true purpose and in­
tent of the enacting body. If the 
house had had a draft of the revision i 
laid before it It might advantageously ! 
have appointed a commission .of \ 
jjildg.es to. go carefully through the ; 
whole revision, checking up such 
changes as had been made and decid­
ing if these had in any way affected j 
the meaning of the law as the leglsla- ; 
tors had Intended it. Otherwise the j 
legislature might as well, abandon its ; 
responsibility and put all legislative j 
authority In the hands of these two | 
gentlemen. Even now it might not be 
too late for the attorney general to i 
consider the revision as in the nature 
of a draft copy and continue to re­
gard the old statutes as effective until 
an impartial and competent commls- 

. sion, say of judges, might be appointed 
to go carefully through the work. In 
■speaking in this manner he had not 
jthe slightest desire to reflect upon the 
jintegrity or the efficiency of the com- 
jmissioners, but it was almost Impos­
sible to avoid error, and there should 
at all events be a double check upon 
the perfection of so important a mat

i| ter. Until such a committee as he ' 
had suggested was in a position to 
give its certificate that the changes 

j made do not alter the meaning and 
effect of the law as placed upon the 

j statute book, he did not think that the 
j house should be asked to ratify a re- 
II vision which they must necessarily 

take on, f*jth otherwise, 
i *o Hfw legislation . j

Hon. Mr. McPhillips replied briefly 
to Mr. Brewster, pointing but the 
adopted principle that judges w-hllc 
acting as members of the Judiciary 
should not be engaged In the drafting ; 
or revision of laws. With regard . to 
the bringing of these revised statutes

not in every way correct, as the scope 
of the commissioners* duties under 
their commission was well understood 
and It was not within their power to 
enact any new legislation. The presl- 

j dent of the council referred apprecia- 
I lively to the work performed by the 

late Chief Justice Hon. Theodore 
Davie, and contended that. if the 
commissioners now had performed I 
their work in accordance with the di­
rections given them, their duties had 
been in the main merely to consolidate 
the statutes and their condensation I 
had been to some extent mechanical.
It would not be one of their func­
tions to make any material alterations 
In the law and It would be most lm- ' 
proper if any organic change were In­
volved. He could see no objection to 
the house falling in line with the 
suggestion of the attorney general.

Mr. P. Williams opposed the second I 
reading on grounds somewhat similar ' 
to those taken by Mr, Brewster.

The second reading passed, how­
ever, without a division of the house I 
being asked for.
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B. C. STATUTES
■ Consolidation Work is Being 

Considered by Legislature 
—Prince Rupert Bill Ad­
vanced to Second Reading
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Yesterday’s sitting of the provincial 
legislature proved peculiarly flat and 
uninteresting to all save the feW re*' 
presentatives In the bouse of the legal 

! profession, and these only In so far as 
their particular interest' was excited 
in connection with the revision end 

! consolidation of the statutes, which 
came before parliament at the com­
mittee stage of tiie ratification bill.

Upon the house going into commit­
tee on this measure, Hon. Mr. Bowser 
announced his purpose, before seri­
atim consideration of the bill Itself 
was taken, to run through the revis­
ion hurriedly, pointing out to the 
members wherein minor clerical or 
technical changes had been made, 
with the object of removing ambig- 

' uitlss or for securing general har- 
I mony in the various consolidated sta- »

lutes.
As to the merit of the consolidation, 

it all came down in the final reckon­
ing, as in the majority of such mat­
ters, to a question of confidence in 
the commlsioners, who, with a com­
petent staff, had been for the past two 
years engaged upon the work. He 
directed particular attention to a 
“wonderful table contained in the third 
volume," on which, by a system og 
cross-indexing, every chapter and 
section in the old statutes would be 
found conveniently classified, and its 
exact place in the consolidation ln- 

-d lea ted.
A Changing Act

, As to the perfection of the revision, 
differences of opinion were bound to 
exist even between lawyers or mem­
bers of the bench, and quite possibly 
amendments to acts incorporated 
might be deemed desirable at some 
future session. The intention was to 
Introduce a number of amending acts 
even this year, but it was thought best 
to first pass the revised statutes, ana 
then introduce any necessary revisions - 
as upon the new consolidation. As a 
case in point he proposed later to 
bring down certain amendments to the 
Municipal Clauses Act, which was of 
necessity changing constantly, amend­
ing the old section 68 of the act with 
respect to the sub-division of lots and 
the approval thereof by the municipal - 
authorities.

When this revision was put through, 
by the present ratifying bill, the real 
work of legislation for this session 
might begin. He Intended, as a pre­
face to the work of the committee, to 
point out briefly where changes in the 
direction of the legislative had been 
made by the commissioners, as in the 
Interpretation Act, the Administration 
Act, the Arbitration Act, the Attach­
ments for Debts Act, the act dealing 
with the powers of Infants under thb 
law, etc. ‘The precise nature of each 
of these changes was explained, the 
Attorney-General referring to the 
commissioners* memorandum accom- 1 
panylng the work. Objection was not 
raised to any of the suggested varia­
tions of language or tenor, but Messrs. 
Brewster and Williams contended that 
members should be furnished with 
.memoranda such as that possessed by 
the law officer of the crown. In order 
more intelligently to grasp the pur­
port of the changes to which be made 
reference.

Hon. Mr. Bowser said that he would . 
have no possible objection, and such j

g

a brief -will be furnished before the 
committee sits again.

This committee consideration of de- 
tails of the revision virtually monop-j 
ollzed the legislative day. During the 6' 
sitting of the house, however, author-1;
Ity was granted for an extension of i 
the time in which petitions tor. priv-1 
ate bills may be presented, and Mr. 
Brewster was granted permission to 
withdraw from the orders his resolu­
tion with the naval question as its 
text, he explaining that it Is his desire 
to redraft it.

The bill ratifying and confirming 
the agreement reached'on the 18th ., 
June last between the province, the * ; 
city of Prince Rupert and the G. T. P.|| 
railway and G. T. P. Construction 
company was also Introduced by mes­
sage from His Honor and advanced on ] 
the premier’s motion to the second 
reading stage.

The synopsis and report of the com- tt?, : 
mission on taxation (which will be i. £ 
found fully analyzed and reported else- ^ 
where in this issue, was laid before 'V 
parliament by Finance Minister Bill- *" 
son and the seventh annual report of 
the Provincial Industrial Home by At- <£ 
torney-General Bowser.

During the afternoon, too, Mr. Wil- mm 
llams asked of the finance minister:

1. What sum has been paid the Col- ^ 
onlst Printing and Publishing Com- ?** 
pany for advertising during each year i 
from July 1, 1901, to March 31st, 1911

2. What sum has been paid the said j 
corporation during the same period j 
for all other services?

3. What sum was paid the Colonist |j|
Printing and Publishing Companj' for ■*'" 
advertising In the Poet during the • 
year 1910? ,

Hon. Mr. Elllso*- replied: 1, from % 
July 1, 1901, to Mp*cb 31, 191* $23.- 
476.03; 2. $6),607.1g',find 3, $8.942.30. - ~
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| h'on. W, R, Ross Delivers Mas-1 
terly Speech in Explaining: 
History of Development 
Leading to Forest Act

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES

Purpose of New Legislation to 
Conserve Areas, Ensure 
Protection from Fire, and 
Promote Prosperity

^ A masterly, even statesmanlike, ad­
dress occupying a little more than 
an hour In Its rapid delivery was 
made In the Legislature yesterday byj 
Bon. W. R. Ross, minister of Lands,] 
in presenting for second reading the 
bll for the creation of a bureau otl 
forests and the reorganisation—per-

• haps It might be better termed, or- 
•ganisatlon—of the fire prevention, for- i

1 est conservation and timber admin­
istration system for British Columbia, i 

- The Minister spoke from headings, 
with a fluency and unbroken con­
tinuity doing infinite credit to its 

^oratorical ability. »
| Incdentally, announcement was made 
that the government had engaged as 

„• «consulting forester for British Co­
lumbia, Mr. Overtmi W. Price, who 

was In large measure responsible for 
the organisation of the United States 
forestry service, while Mr. Gifford 

: Pin<Aot will also lend his friendly 
supervision and co-operation and will 
visit the province In this connecton 

. | some time during the coming summer.
The legislative history of forest ad- 

ministration in British Columbia waa 
traced through its various epochs an 

. -, especially close analysis being made 
of the history of timber administration

• since the present government acceded 
to power, which event proved tile turn­
ing point In provincial affairs. After

iprtjténâirD study df*©ther systems 
of limner administration, the Mini­
ster expNssed the conclusions of the 
government in favor of the established 
system in vogue here In its principle, 
using these words:

«Sir

Tears jgo Comparison

“The more that other countries are 
studied, the more clear it becomes

• that the forest policy of British Co-
• lumbia need fear no comparisons. In its 

rj main features it stands by itself as
I the soundest, the most effective, most 

profitable, and most convenient method 
of obtaining a steady flow of revenue 
from the forests that has been aa yet 
evolved by any country."
The results produced by the inltia-

Itlon of the UmSerlands policy of 
1905, which “let loose the flood ofl 
British Columbia prosperity," were 

by the minister as fol-

"You all know how successful the 
govern men t sc policy has been. The 
forest policy of 1905 began It all. Cap- ; 

. ital flowed into the province to invest f 
V. ; ,n our timber. Attention was thereby 

directed to our other natural re­
sources: Investment In these followed; 
population grew, and the revenue aa a 
result Increased. The government, j 
backed by the timber revenue, was 
able to survey millions of acres of ag­
ricultural lands, to open up new re- r 
gions to the settler by a network of 
public roads. Our cities grew—look 

, at Victoria now—-look at Vancouver] 
—and think what they were in 1906! ■ 
Our industries have expanded; the 
workingman has found steady employ- 
ment at increased wages; the far­
mer has shared the general prosperity 
of the country and British Columbia 
haa become in part a great fruit-grow­
ing land. It haa became possible to 
promote railway expansion without 
the heavy sacrifice of the public do­
main which had been obtained in the 
past.

•To cilndh the matter—to make 
sure that the forest resources should 
not be merely foundational but 
should also build up the whole fabric 

jof the lumbering Industry and 
{strengthen the entire commercial sys­
tem of the province—the government 
in 1906 adopted a thorough-going pol­
icy that the timber of British Colum­
bia must be mnutactured within the 
province. We see from the history 
Quebec how forests can be cut out,

I their product being shipped to other 
countries, leaving the province only 
the small profit in the sale of raw 
material and the wages of tempor­
ary labor. The British Columbia 
government saw this result in the fu­
ture. and determined that it should 
be guarded against in this province and 
that the whole profit arising through 

•the manufacture of raw material in 
• timber should belong to and benefit 
the citizens of the province. Hence 
the emphatic prohibition of export de­

cided upon, clinching the policy of 
1905.

x*t loose Prosperity

“I am not claiming that, like the 
Laurier administration, the Provincial 

'government caused the sun to shine. 
What I do claim, and I think it is 
plain enough and no more than jus­
tice. is that good management at op­
portune times has helped enormously 
to remove such obstacles as might 
haver^delâyed this prosperity that has 
come to British Columbia. Good 
management seized the right moment 
to strike—to divert the progressive 
western development and expansion 
movement hitherwards. Te forest pol­
icy of 1905 and its success as caused 
the world to recognize British Columbia 
infinity-or resources. The forest pol­
icy of 1905 let loose that flood of pros­
perity, that the province haa been en­
joying ever since. The forest policy 
of 1905 produced-in seven years over 
thirteen million dollars for development 
works within the province—for
roads, for surveys, for other essen- 

j finally. necessary public works. The 
forest policy of 1905 established the 
credit or the province In the financial 
centgjr of the world and thereby 
strengthened the hands of the gdvern- 

, ment to embark upon that vigorous 
! railway policy that has already caus- 
, ed many hundred miles of construc­
tion, and Is about to produce the con­
struction of a much better greater de­
velopment of railway.

Discussing more particularly the 
forest -, policy of the government of 
whtytfi the bill before the House is the 
opltpme and the elaboration, the Min­
ister said:

"What roust be done to conserve 
our forests—to give the province a 
permanent supply and a permanent 
Instead tflf a short-lived lumbering in­
dustry? rfW* must in this new prov­
ince face the same problems which were 
faced by the United States government 
only a few years ago. The first essen­
tial, as it was in the neighbor repub­
lic, is in the creation of a thoroughly 
efficient forest service. The second 
is necessarily the expenditure of 
money. The examples set by the 
United States. Prussia. India and 
other lands show that conservation 
costs money. The forests that have 
yielded us that thirteen m till one 1» .the 
past seven years are worth speeding 
money on. Hence a substantial vote 
Is asked tor In the estimates now in 
preparation.

"The government has referred to 
the best advice the striking proposal 
of the Forestry Commission that roy­
alty should be regarded as forest cap­
ital. and so soon as the needs of the 
provincial forests have been ascertain­
ed, this matter will be dealt with.

-
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“The duty of the experts who will 
form the forest service staff will be [ 

| to ascertain with exactitude what tim­
ber there is within the province. 
There is reason to believe that the re- j 

! served timber is much greater than 
j most people think. To facilitate this 1 
] work licenses must be all surveyed 
as soon as possible, and In any event 

] before 1918. Simplified regulations : 
j have been introduced to facilitate and 

cheapen the method of timber surveys, 
which will result In considerable ad- j 
vantage not only to the province but j 

j to the province but to license holders. 
"As needed and desirable, sales of 

crown stumpage on the existing re­
serve will be made. In considering 
such sales, the fact ie being constant­
ly kept In mind that the British Co- 

j lumbia license tenure is the best yet 
! anywhere provided. Uniformity of 

tenure Is also most desirable, so that 
no commercial handicaps shall be 
created between different classes of w 
holders of crown timber. Therefore 
all through this forest bill, every ef­
fort has been made, consistent with the 
existing rights of holders, to put all - 
holdings upon an equality. For this 
reason all future Sale» will be of 11- 

! censes, conditions of each eale being 
regulated by the Individual clrcum- . 
stances. There will also be sales for 1 
Immediate logging, as in the case of 
burned timber liable to spoil; there f- 
will be sales on the baals of *onui 

per thousand feet Id addition to roy- 
altr 8«»»ble tM timber U cot— 
that being the Improved Ontario me- 
thod ensuring that the government Is 
paid for everything that la standing 
on the land,, while at the same time 
benefitting the purchaser, because the 
government, very properly, assumes 
the fire risk. Sometimes as tor ex­
ample In the sale of small fractions 
not justifying the expense of cruising, 
the sale may be for a lump sum down

as bonus, as in the older dominion and 
Ontario method».

"Pulp wood timber will be sold un­
der license, a few simple modifications 
being made in the condition» of the li­
cense to cover the question of saw 
timber Included In the pulpwood areas. 
With respect to pulp concessions, 
granted by previous governments, the]-, 
recommendation of the Forestry Com­
mission that a cruise and thorough 
examination of these be made on the 
ground, has been adopted by the gov­
ernment, and trained experts from 
the forest branch will be detailed forj 
this duty."

__________Beafforeetatlon

r l?"
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“The report that a change had 
been in contemplation in the present 
rate of royalty was -contradicted by the 
Minister. Touching the great work of. 
reafforestration, the Minister explain­
ed that it is intended to facilitate this ~ 
by the creation of forest reserves, the 
essential preliminary to reafforestation 
being fire prevention. The fire rlskj 
arose either through the creation of 
Inflammable debris or by" the careless 
use of fire. The menace of fire is to 
be in future controlled by the creation 
of a forest protection fund, to which 
all holders of timber wHl be Required to 
contribute on the basis of one cent per 
acre, the government on its side pro-; 
vidlng an equal amount. Through this 
fund the greatest problem in all for*1 
estry, namely the disposition of log­
ging slash, will be handled in the best 
Interests of reafforestation.

It was shown finally that the ap­
proaching completion of the Panama 
Canal and the hundred million dol-f 
lars now being spent by the various 
ports of the Pacific Coast, from 
Prince Rupert to Victoria and south to,
San Diego, on harbor improvements, j 
will revolutionize the conditions of! # 
the lumbering industry, to the im-, 
mense advantage of this province.

Mr. Brewster,' upon the close of th: 
Minister's address, moved the adjourn-; 
ment of the debate, asking—that in 
view of the great importance of the; 
measure and Its many features—dis­
cussion on this question may stand 
over until Thursday.

Upon the meeting of the house yes­
terday, the legislature, upon the motion 
of the premier, proceeded directly to the . 
orders of the day, Hon. Mr. Ross being 
received with applause. upon rising to 
move the second reading of the act gov­
erning the establishment of the forest 
branch and the reorganization generally 
of the forest and timber administration ; 
system In British Columbia.

A Serious Task
"Since taking up .the duties of min­

ister of lands, Mr. Speaker," said Hon.
Mr Ross, "I have often had borne upon 
me the serious nature of the task com­
mitted to my care, put on no occasion 
has the responsibility of that office been i 
driven home to me with greater force 
than in the anxious deliberations which ; 
preceded the introduction of this forest 
bill; and ,i£ Is with art humble spirit 
that I now rise to address the house 
upon this momentous subject of forest : 
conservation, atyl‘jo ^moye the second 
reading of this bill. I Bt> not intend to 
weary this asseirtWry^ith’ statistic^; I 
shall confine mÿféjL^b* general argu­
ment and expos^tiop, buj^jn order that 
the alms and object's of thef orpat policy 
of the present administration may be 
explained and made clear ip ail their ! 
bearings, it will be necessary for me to; 
begin with a brief recapitulation of thej 
history of the legislation of this pro-j 
vtnce that deals with forest matters."

Continuing, Hon. Mr. Ross pointed. , 
out that in the early days in British 
Columbia the forests were regarded; 
merely as a huge natural p" a lomenon, : 
like mountains, glaciers and rivers. They 
were "a beautiful accessory to the seen- 
eiy, but regarded as of no value as com-; 
mercial assets. The legislature, in! 
fact, gave away the • timber with the 
land as a matter of course. Soon after1 
the advent of the C. P. R. and the re-j 
moval of the barrier of Isolation by; 
which the province had been cut off 
from the rest of this continent, there-' 
tefore, the marked stimulus given to 
every business was felt with peculiar 
force by the lumbering industry. For 
the first time standing timber was given 
a value, and the legislature placed a 
price of fifty cents a thousand upon - 
crown stumpage, a valuation that, has . 
remained unchanged for the past1 
twenty-three years. The alienation of 
crown timber lands was not, however, 
stopped at this period.' It was not until 
1896 -that the first recognition of the 
principle of state ownership of forests 
was made by the legislature, and the! 
stie of timber lands stopped.

•‘And stopped let us hope forever," j 
added the minister with marked em-j

- -—’-*■

Learned Wisdom In Time
“We see today that other countries 

such as Germany, France and Austria 
are spending millions to recover forest 
lands from private ownership. Nearer 
home we hava seen the United States 
alienate four-fifths of Its standing tim­
ber for a song. British Columbia, how­
ever, learned wisdom In time. After 
1896 the only breach in the principle of 
public ownership of forests Ocurfred 
when timber was alienated in the grants 
in aid of railway construction—a policy 
that was put on the scrapheap by the 
present administration. Instead of giv­
ing timber lands we now give guaran­
tees.

“The universal experience of modern 
times, added- to the experience of cen­
turies, has been that forests are best 
kept In public ownerhsip, the chief rea* 
son being that forestry, meaning the 
perpetuation of the timber supply, re­
quires an Investment stretching over 
generations that hitherto has been too 
long for private owners. The member 
for Newcastle will, I have no doubt, re-; 
gard with favor my statement that pub­
lic ownership is peculiarly advantage-; 
cue In respect to forests."

Taking 1888 as a starting point again, 
one found that the legislature, desirous 
of encouraging the lumbering Industry, 
adopted the policy of granting cutting 
rights over crown timber lands to any 
person who would build. or operate a 
sawmill. The charge made was but 
nominal—a few cents an acre—and the' 
timber was not required to be paid for: 
until It had been cut, being thus sold 
or. credit, to the great advantage of the 
Industry, operators thus not being oblig­
ed to sink capital in the purchase of 
stumpage. These grants of cutting 
rights were known as timber leases.

I In 1896 a new and most Important ' 
I principle was introduced in legislation,
; that contains the germ'of the modern* 
i provincial policy. The existence of the i investor was recognized, and timber 
1 luises granted to non-operators. The 
encouragement of the lumbering indus­
try was still, however, kept in view, 
and leases granted tq operators at lower 
rates than to non-operators. It was 
unnecessary to follow the subsequent 
legislation in detr.M, and he would mere­
ly mention that the last phase of the 
timber lease period was entered upon 
in 1903-4, when the present government 
came into power and raised the rental 
te -26 cents an acre. In 1906 the pit sent 
administration, having had time to look 
carefully Into the whole question of 
forest policy, realized that the -leasing 
system was an extremely bad one, the 

I timber being sold for twenty-one years 
ahead at the low prevailing rates then 
ruling.

It was obvious that rates would show 
great change In twentÿ-onè years, and 
therefore the public timber was being 
sold at a sacrifice price. It was accord­
ingly decided to abolish this antiquated 
system and to substitute a constructive 
forekt policy which should make a radi­
cal change and revolutionize conditions 
in thé province. This marked the be­
ginning of the modern epoch in forest 
policy;

In the Old Bays
"For years," Mr. Ross côntlnued, "the 

province had been in *a bad wàÿ. Thé 
public revenue was Insufficient. Devel­
opment was slow and starved for want 
of money; and the opening up of the 
province was being delayèd, because the 

surveys, roads and other pub­
lic works could not he undertaken. Each 
annual budget was a nightmare. Defi­
cits and Ilbllltles were piling up in mil­
lions. The credit of the province was 
low and immigration had been reduced 
to a thin trickle. As for the lumbering 
Industry, of course, these prevailing con­
ditions could not do more than retard 
its progress, but the cut was small. So 
also was the forest revenue, which was 
only 1466.000 In the year 1904. There 
existed then the extraordinary situation 
that In a country of magnificent forest 
resources, the revenue derived from 
;hem was only about one-seventh of the 
scant provincial revenue of some three 
million dollars.

'»• I.
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"We all remember the distressing 
; semi-stagnation of those days, when 
jfew realized the value of the forests and 
! none could foretell with confidence when 
! their utilization would take place. The 
forest wealth of the province was locked 
up—it was no help to the progress of 

jthe young community. The province 
was starving for capital, and had no 

( means of drawing upon its natural 
: wealth. Arid yet the rest of the conti- J j 
j nent was ev’en thën beginning to realize 
that the timber àtipply was insufficient 

j—in'fact à shortage, a timber famine, 
i was predicted in thirty years by those 
! in a position to know. Flourishing, j lumbering regions such as Michigan 
were declining; irhprirtaht Eastern spe­
cies such as wtiMë1 pirie were getting 
cut out; stumpage prices all ovefr the 
United States'and< Grinada were going 
up by leaps and bounds; the campaign 
for conservation that resulted in the 
withdrawal of 170,0^0,000 Of U. S. lands 
and the constitution1 of that‘great timber 
reserve known as the national forests 
was under way.

The Crying Heed
“Stumpage in .tiqfcsequence was being { 

sought almost feverishly by investors. 
Here in British Columbia was the tim­
ber; here the crying need for public rev­
enue to open up the. province, for cap­
ital to invigorate our anaemic industries 
and there—-throughout the older regions 
of the continent—was the capital we 
needed, capital which was seeking to 
invest itself in the fast diminishing 
western reserve of timber that in con­
sequence of the exhaustion of the east­
ern forests was destined to control the 
lumber markets of America before an­
other thirty years should pass.

"It was a moment of danger for the 
province; it was the parting of the ways. 
British Columbia was not the first 
young country that -bad languished for 
"tant of capital; it was not the first 
young country that has sought to obtain 
capital by the sale of natural resources. 
Modern history Is full, of sad examples 
of yopng.. countries determined to get 
capital at any price; at any ruinous sac­
rifice of thei'r future. The public loan 
policy that has saddled the Australian 
states with a crushing indebtedness Is 
a case In point British Columbia might 
have done, the same, hut at this crisis 
In her history there was found a strong 
administration in control—an adminis­
tration that had sized up the continent­
al situation. That government was fac­
ed by the hardest problem that govern­
ments have to face—how to deal with, 
an enormous natural resource— and al­
though everything looks feasible enough 
after success has been achieved, yet 
seven years ago, in 1906, the Ingenuity 
and foresight of the statesman were 
needed to invent a forest policy to meet 
the situation.

"Legislation is usually a somewhat 
prosaiç affair, and that is why I lay 
emphasis upon the Forest Act of 1906, 
because it reveals a sbroke of true gen­
ius, because in its bold and sweeping 
features It Is unlike anything attempted 
In any other country, and because, 
while others might be blind and per­
plexed and fearful of such decisive Steps 
yet the statesman's intuition could fore­
see the results and consequences that 
it would hâve far down the future years.

ViUlo Ownership
“The administration of 1906 nailed its 

colors to the mast; Its motto was ‘pub­
lic ownership of forests.' Yet It saw 
that the province had failed to obtain 
money In spite of its enormous forests, 
that it was impossible or that It would 
take years to organize a service that 
could cruise and value crown timber, 
area by area, and sell It as do Germany 
and other old established countries. The 
prices of western stumpage were very 

' low In 1905. the future increase In value 
was obviously large, and the problem 
was ;to sell at that date without sacri­
ficing this future rise In value.

' "Again it was essential to encourage 
one of the mainstays of the province— 
the lumbering Industry ; also It was ee- 

^ sential to give a supply of timber for 
the future operations of existing mills;

--
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to encourage by the same means tl 
building of new milt»—yet - It would 
have been most inadvisable to have ob­
liged operators to sink their capital in j 
buying atumpage outright, since vthis 
would have sapped the vitality of the 
Industry. The best interests of the 
province required that operators’ capi­
tal .should be left to them as working 
capital, for the development of their 
business, for circulation as wages, es­
pecially since wages represented four- 
fifths of the cost of manufactured lum­
ber. The points enumerated above show 
how the problem before the government 
bristled with difficulties. Thw-peovOti. 
was stagnating; capital Wai eesentiafc 
cheap stumpage was necessary for the 
lumbering industry; the people’s timber 
was to be made to yield immediate rev­
enue, yet there was to be no throwing 
away of t the future rise in stumpage.
The unearned increment was to be pre­
served to the people for whom the gov­
ernment was trustee.

Straightforward Simplicity

What, then, did the government do? 
How did it solve the problem of forest 
policy? The solution looked extraor­
dinarily simple now because the legis­
lation that solved it had become so 
familiar and was working so smoothly 
that the short-sighted criticism of for­
mer years had been silenced. Looking 
at the, bungling attempts of other 
young countries to deal with natural 
resources it would be seen that the 
legislation of 1905 was truly great ii 
its straightforward simplicity. He 
merely rehearsed what everyone knew. 
The government threw opeu all crown 
timber lands and anyone was alio we 
to secure the right to cut timber. In 
this way sawmills could obtain ttmbe: 
for future operations and the presen- 
and future of the lumbering Industry 
was assured. The lumbermen of the 
continent was encouraged to come ant* 
operate in the province for they could 
get here all the stumpage that they 
needed. The investors of America- 
aye, and of Europe—were offered In­
vestments. The government merci.» 
handed over the cutting rights, giving 
an option on the timber, which was 
only to be paid for when It should b« 
cut In return for the cutting privil­
eges granted them, licensees were only 
required to pay annual Interest on the 
value of the timber reserved for then 
No tenure could be simpler, and none 
more advantageous, since it render* 
possible the holding of timber until a 
market should be favorable for th« 
cutting of It the holder obtaining every 
advantage of the purchaser of stump- 
•ffe. In this way 15.000 square miles, 
or over nine and half million acres 
were taken up, and the f, 
doubled and tfebled Itself.

of 91*40*000
In 1904 the revenue from tlmbr 

sources was $455.000; in 1908 it had 
risen to $2.785,000. and no less than 
thirteen million dollars were yielded 
to the treasury in seven years, sine 
hon. members of the opposition had 
at times talked fantastically about the 
giving away of timber to speculators, 
be would refer in some detail to the 
principes that had^tu.ted the -ov-l 

-•remet. - In -every cotin try thr gëcur- j 
”1* °* «renue from forente offered 
mom difficult-problem*. From"- the
forestry point of view revenue should 
be collected When the. forest crap was 
cut Collected that way. however, the 
revenue was speemodle. since It de 
pended upon trade'conditions, end the- 
wee an unsatisfactory revenus to sup. I 
port the public works neooeeary for

ml«ht be deferred even for decades In 
•uch a way ea to be useless for a 
youn, country reoulrlng revenue for 
lie Immediate development. An Im­
mediate. steady revenue was the life 
Wood of a «rowing new country eucl 

0” th*>Uler h*nd. to 
Tharee* year on one

and the same crop of standing timber 
would have the wont effect on con- 
«rvaUon. since It would encourg, the 
butchery of timber. It was therefor.

fas
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system of charging for crown timber 
when it should be cut and the system 
of levying upon It a heavy annual 
charge, and that was the compromise 
that the government made. Instead 
of drawing an uncertain, spasmodic 
revenue from the forests that wouK 
depend upon the condition of the tim­
ber market, a revenue that would be 
insufficient today when the annual cut 

I la small and that would be heavy 
I twenty or thirty years hence, when the 

province would not have the same cry- 
) ing need for money as now—Instead of 
I that, the government's policy was to 
: extract a steady, even flow of annual 
I revenue from the vast area of stand - 
, Ing timber that might, perchance, not 
j be exploited for fifty years to come.
The government’s policy was to make 

I the whole forest yield annual revenue, 
j the poor timber along with the good, 

j With that immense revenue thus oJ>- j 
talned, no less than two and half limps j 

t that of any other province and hilf !]
; the total forest revenue of Canada— 
i with this Immense revenue the govern- 
I ment meant to take advantage of the 
I continental movement towards the 

west and to place the province In a 
position to obtain Its full share of 
western development.

Profit Prom Forests 
Profit was extracted from forests-In 

two ways—by holding of standing tlm- 
i ber and, alternatively, by the cutting of 

it. The usual Canadian system, as prac- j< 
tlced. In Ontario and other provinces, 
had been to sell crown timber in return 
for three payments. First, a. lump sum 
down at the time of the sale to sectfre g 
I share of the holdings’ profit; second, 
a nominal annual rental; and thirdly, a 

fl royalty when cutting took place, to se­
cure a share of the manufacturing prof- 

fjj it. Now the collection of royalty when 
: j timber Is cut was a perfectly sound 

means of securing the government’s 
share of manufacturing profit; but the 
collection of a lump sum down at tpé 
time of sale (Just as in the case of any \ 
real estate transaction) could not al­
ways be trusted to yield the true hold­
ing value of standing timber, especially 
when a vast number of sales were being 
made within a short period of years. It 
was obvious that such lump sums might 
be seriously affected by general buei-

I'^wing to the eipansioivlhat ensued 
In «Very industry the Workingman found 
- steady employment and Increased wages;

I

M

acres or crown timber la 

tially the ordinary Cuna<

ness-conditions at the time; that when'; 
'■îattAFHteber wââ-brfee «old a market 

might very easily be glutted; and that 
further, the future increase In timber 
values might possibly not be properly, 
realized by the public when the sales 1 
were being made. - For all three reasons i 
timber under this sale system might be 
alienated at far beloW its intrinsic value. { 
The striking originality of the B. C.J 
policy of 1906 was the avoidance of thls;j 
difficulty, and the avoidance of the ' 
years of work and the enormous ex­
pense that the cruising of millions of 
acres of crown timber lands would have 

irttvnent asked for . 
t modified esaen- 

Canadlan system; it 
developed the bumble license system 
that already existed and secured the 
share of profit coming from the holding 
of timber in a very perfect manner by 
an annual charge, namely rental, that 
was essentially different from the nom- 

^ÿinal rental of the. other provinces.
jii ' roUoj ac law

Dealing with the results of the policy 
of 1906, the Minister pointed out that 
It was but fair to claim that that policy 
had Inaugurated the new era. One thing 
led to another. Capital began to flow 
Into the province to invest in timber; at­
tention was thus attracted to our other 
natural resources; Investments therein 
followed; population followed and the 

a ^ public revenue Increased. The govern- 
• ; ment, backed by the forest revenue, was 

\ able to survey millions of acres of agri­
cultural land and to open «up new re- 

j gloss for the settler by a system of 
„ j Public roads. Our cities grew—look at 

! Victoria and Vancouver today, and ve- 
I member what they were in 19ÇÇ!

y-»3

the farmer shared in the general pros 
perity, and It became possible to pro­
mote railway expansion without the 
heavy sacrifices of the public domain 
that had obtained in the past. To clinch, 
the matter and to make sure that our 
forest resources should not merely be 
the foundation but should also build up 
the whole-fSbrlc of the lumbering indus­
try and strengthen the whole commer­
cial system of the province, the govern- ; 
ment In 1906 adopted a thoroughgoing 
policy that timber must be manufactur­
ed within the province. One could see 
from the history of Quebec how forests 
might bo cut and wood shipped to a ! 
foreign country, leaving In the province 
of Its origin only the.small profit com­
ing Trom the sale ofiraw material and 
from the wages paid to temporary In. i 
bor. With this example before it, the j 
government determined that the profit 
in manufacturing raw material ahould 1 
benefit our citizens, and hence it clinch- > 

an emphatic ’"•yv J
ms at this- Juncture 

rose to a point of order, claiming that , 
the minister was ’‘rehearsing a lot of | 
past history” instead of dealing with f
the bill before the House.

-M}

Hon. Mr. Ross: *'I am endeavoring to i 
show the similarities between the pres- |
«ni bill» and that df. !$•«.♦

Mr. Speaker E^rts: ‘ Comparing old 
legislation with the ndw; I think that is j 
quite In order.”

j *3 obScted,- Mr.v «piaker," said Mr. 
Williams,' '‘because - the minister 19 j 

■ simply taking credit to- the government 
for wlja$ It has done in the p*et In­
stead of 4ealing with the principles of j 
this bill.”

Ctood Management
"The actions of this government,*' ; ‘ 

retorted Hon. Mr. Roes, "have been so 
I uniformly good that it Is impossible to j 
: say anything but good about them." j 

Continuing. tlî| Minlàter- Pointed out \ 
that he was not claiming" that the pro- 1 
vincla l government, like the Laurier 
administration, had caused the sun to :~ 

i shine and z the grass to grow greener. | 
i What he did claim was that good man- 
\ agement, at the opportune, time, had 

helped enormously to remove obstacles 
that might have delayed the prosperity 

< that has come to this province. It was » 
good management that had seised the. 
right moment to. strike, the right mo- 

j ment to divert the western movement 
: to B. C. The forest policy of 1905 and ’Ati 

Its success, without a shadow of doubt f % 
had caused the world to realise some- f 
thing of this country’s resources; that f 
forest policy had produced in seven j. 
years over thirteen million for roads ' 
and surveys and other public works: 
that forest policy established the credit \ 
of the province In the financial centres 
of the world and strengthened the 
hands of the present government to 
embark upon that vigorous railway 
progress that is being crowned with ; , 
such success ; (that . forest policy let K '. 
looM t»4 flood of prosperity thgjt yie 
prcwêKé has enjoyed ev*r since.

Triumphant Conclusion 
By the end of 1907, the first stage T. 

in this policy had been brought to a 
triumphant conclusion, and an annual try. 
revenue of two and a half million dol- : 
lars had been secured. This being suf- 
flclent Tor the opening for settlement 
of central British Columbia and‘otherI 
new regions, the formulent -ceased "to | 
issue timber licenses and placed the] ’ 
remaining timber lands under reserve^ ' ", 
until such time as further sales should L : 
become necessary. The Issuance of 
cutting rights oyer nine and a half’ 
million screw placed the government of 
course In a position of very heavy re-!^ 
sponslblllty, both as trustees of theUf: 
people's tlmberlands and in respect of ^ 
its duty of fostering ^e lumbering in-j,- 

•dustry and recognising The Just rights 
of licenses. In consequence the gov-| 
eminent determined to take plenty off 
time for a careful and deliberate study! 
of the working out of the system that ( !
It had established, and in consequence i 
in 1999 It -appointed a royal commis- f®” 
•ion of investigation, composed of that 

Hon. F. J. Fulton, X.C.. the then < 
mlseioner of lands. Mr. A. C. Flu 

Victoria, and Mr. A; ». o<mw
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vu. representative of the Kootenai's lif 
the Dominion parliament. This corns*’ 
mission head many public sittings And? 
collected an Immense mass of evidence, 
visiting in the course of its inquiry 
every important centre of the province.
One of the first points referred to it 
"as the question of removing the time 
-limit for cutting timber under license, 
and the commission had had no hesi­
tation in advising that removal us the 
logical sequel of the forest policy, since 
it was not in the Interest of true con­
servation to force cutting at any time 

I by arbitrary regulations. The absence 
of a time limit was not only in the in- 

I terest of the public, but also gave a 
better security of tenure to the 11- , 
censee. The commission spent a year 1 

i and a half in studying the many I 
J phases of the forest problem; it placed j 

1 Itself in touch with the administrations { 
l of other provinces and states and also 

with the federal government at Wash- 
S ington, where the conservation move- 

{. ment under the Hon. Gifford Plnchot 
and President Roosevelt had gathered 
such remarkable force. After a most 
painstaking inquiry the Commission re­
ported at the end of 1910. The Min­
ister here remarked that he would deal 
with the Commission’s findings at a 
later stage, when referring to the gen­
eral aspects of the Forest Bill, and 
would only direct attention at this 

, point to-the.-striking fact that, widely 
as the commission’s report had been 

\ circulated—so much so that the large 
demand from every quarter exhausted 
the thousands of copies printed, and.1 
necessitated a fresh edition—yet prac­
tically not a voice had been heard dis­
senting from its careful pronounce-

Coneervatlve Movement
During this period of investigation, 

the government had also been at work.
It gave an enthusiastic welcome to the 
conservation movement of when Its 
own policy was an effective interpreta­
tion; It did not confine itself to mere 
talk, but at once began to_parry out its 
ideas In a practical manner. The great 
essential of forest conservation was f 
tile prevention of fire, and this the j 
government first attacked, both by 
putting on a force of fire wardens and 
by fighting fires. In 1909 the govern- r 
ment spent $46,000 on this practical K 
work. In the year following it spetit [' 
about $220,000. The organization of l 
the new fire prevention force was no j 
easy matter, and naturally that organ- !
1 ration ; was somewhat rough-and-ready j 
at first, but it had gradually been | 
brought to a much higher pitch of ef- i 
fleiency by the placing of wardens 
under divisional inspectors, and by ■ 
controlling these In turn by supervis- 
ors. During the past year the province j 
was covered with a network of pa- i 
trois, about one hundred and twenty i 
men being on regular duty at an ex­
pense of $110,000 for the season, and 
the results of patrol being evidenced in 
a striking manner in the diminution of 
fires. Of course it had been a favor­
able season, but It was remarkable 
that the expense of fighting fires had 
been brought down to about $30,000 
and that very little damage to timber 
had been caused. This was practical 
forest conservation, or rather it was 
the essential preliminary to It. Be­
sides getting the fire menace under 
control, the government had been care­
fully studying the forestr policies of 
other provinces of Canada and their 
results. The experiences ;*>t On^tfo, M
Quebec and the Dominion were all * In- '
structive and suggestive, and «any 
states of the Union such as Idaho, 
Minnesota, New • York, or Washington, 
to mention but a few, gave us good 
Ideas. In particular, the efficient 
policy of the United States in. the ad­
ministration of Its great national for­
ests repaid most careful study, espe­
cially since It gave an object lesson in 
dealing with western conditions. But 
although studying the policy pursued 
elsewhere and carefully selecting use­
ful methods that had' been tested by 
experience, the government had been

m

:

need fear no comparisons. In its main 
features that oolicy stood by itself an 
the soundest, most effective, profitable

I and convenient method of obtaining a 
steady flow of revenue from the for­
ests that has yet been evolved by any 

i country.
Lessons of Other Countries

* The minister next touched upon the 
[ifact that Russia, the United States and 
Canada are tho three great soft-wood 
countries of the world; that more than 
half the timber of the United States is 
in the Rocky Mountain and Pacific for­
ests, and that more than half of Can-*

| ada's timber stands in British Columbia. 
■To illustrate the exhaustion of stipply - 
that ha? already been felt in the East,

" he touched upon the downfall of Michl- 
! pan and other lake and New England 
i states as lumber producers, and the rise 
! of Washington and Oregon, which states 
j already cut between them more than 
;.the whole of Canada. The westward 

j shifting of the source of supply was 
j also shown by the downfall of Quebec,
I nchich In 1909 yielded to this province 
[ -second place as a lumber producer 

among the provinces of the Dominion, 
j ïn 19.10 British Columbia practically 

’] ‘tied with Ontario as to quantity of lum- 
| bor produced, and yet this province was 
| bnly beginning its career, and had 
j scarcely touched Its forests! Even the 
S comparatively small progress as yet 
! made had necessitated the erection here 
J of no fewer than 270 mills, employing 
, tens of thousands of men, and enriching 

^ ! the province by a no less amount than 
$24,823,000 In 1910. With the East 
^-hewing signs of exhaustion everywhere 
jind with our forests still unexplolted, 
British Columbia held a strong position 

3 * Indeed with regard to the future, and 
! there was in addition the great and 

* I glorious fact that our forests were In 
‘ public ownership, and that every citizen 

: was -thus a timber-owner. As the for­
estry commission’s report remarked, 
-The bulk of our timber is under gov­
ernment control; the "rate of growth 
upon the Pacific coast is twice the aver­
age for the United States, and to cap 
the climax the provincial policy has 
made >the government a sleeping partner 
In forest exploitation—a sharer in the j profits of the lumbering industry. Two 

j things are, therefore, plain: One, that 
the value of standing timber in British 

I Columbia is destined to rise tc heights 
(that general opinion would consider ln- 
icredlble today; the other, that under 

‘ Ifcdreful management heavy taxation 
Wed never fall upon the population eg 
tithiu province. The profits frem a pm;-

’

manent crown timber business should 
make British Columbia that phenomenon 
of statecraft and good fortune—a coun­
try of semi-independent means.”

k '

The public accounts jjuat, presented j 
spoke eloquently of the progress that 
good management had brought about i 
without the taxing of the people in any 
burdensoma degree, no less than two 
and a half millions being realized by 
land sales, and an equal amount through 
forest revenue. Land sales, of course, 
were only temporary, but the forest in­
come was permanent, and under a com- 
mov,*;enso conservation policy would 
Fteadily Increase. Without such a 
policy the cutting of the present crop 
of timber would ruin and lay waste our 
timber lands. The young growth would 
be burned, inferior species would re­
place the Douglas fir; t>y the denudation 
of our watersheds bull erosion would 
take place on mountain slopes, Irrigation 
would be endangered, the lumbering In­
dustry would gradually decline, and 
British Columbia Would sink into 1ho 
stagnant Inslgnifica.icc that has over­
taken other worked out forest regions. 
That dismal fate, however, should never 
overtake this province, because we now­
adays knew how to avert It, and because 
the present government of this province 
would see that necessary and essential 
measures were taken. The government 
would do this now—not when all would 
be too late.

The First Essential 
Dealing with the bill Itself, the min­

ister discussed What must bo done to 
conserve the forests, and to assure a ; 
permanent instead of a short-lived luni- 
beln$r Industry. Facing the same prob-

i

lenr that the Uniéd States faced only a | 
few years ago, the government realized 
that a thoroughly efficient forest service 
was a first essential of conservation, 
and like the United States, it hoped to 
create one «that should be a model for 
the continent. For the coming year, the 
United States estimates provided for 
over six million dollars for forest pur- i 
poses, including one million for fire pre­
vention. Prussia, with half our forest j 
area, spent no less than fourteen million , 
dollars, or over fifty cents an acre as a 
matter of current business routine; 
India spent four millions, and the gov­
ernment had its eyes- open to- the fact 
tnat bricks cannot be mads without 
straw, and that conservation costs 
money. The forests that had yielded 
thirteen millions in seven years Tiers 
worth spending money on, and hence it 
was intended to ask a substantial vote 
for their protection in the coming esti­
mates. ^-In this connexion the govern­
ment had noted the striking proposal of 
the forestry commission that royalty 
should be regarded as forest capital, 
and It was glad that it would be able 
to refer this and other Important mat­
ters of finance to the best expert advice 
on the continent

Expert Advice
Under the Hon. Gifford Plnchot, the 

practical orgaafzation of the United 
States forest service had been accom­
plished by Mr. Overton W. Price, now 
vice-president of the National Conser­
vation Association. Mr. Price was re­
cognized as pne of the very, foremost 
experts of the conservation movement, 
and the government after of

search for the best available talent was 
glad to announce the engagement of Mr.' 
Price In an advisory capacity as con­
sultant forester, to the province. It 
was -also a matter for congratulation 
that the Hon. Mr. Plnchot had taken so 
keen an interest in our forestry prob­
lems that he was coining to British Co­
lumbia on his own account to overlook 
the field with Mr. Price. Quoting from 
a letter from Mr. Price, the minister 
said that that gentleman In accepting 
appointment, had written that “Mr. 
Plnchct heartily approves of my taking 
up the proposed consulting work. I am 
particularly glad to tell you that he 
displays keen interest in the work it­
self. and has expressed to me his ëntire 
willingness to give it as far as prac­
ticable his general oversight and co­
operation. He hopes to visit British 
Columbia during the coming summer 
in the interests of constructive work in 
ferest organization. This is a source 
of great gratification to mo as I know 
It will be to you. You have, I believe, 
written to Mr. Plnchot on behalf of 
yourself and the premier, expressing the 
hope that ho will identify himself with 
this work. On my part I shalP take up 
rny duties with a particular Interest and 
enthusiasm. Through a combination of 
circumstances familiar to you. I believe 
this work offers an unequalled chance 
for important public service. So far as 
I am aware no country has ever had 
the opportunity now before British Co­
lumbia to build up a forost service that 
will be a moc'tl in efficiency and a model 
In Its contribution to the public welfare. 
It gt.es without saying “that an oppor­
tunity to share in such work is a high 
privilege.”

Mr. Plnchot had written, tig minister 
ctq tinued, “it will give me great pleas­
ure to go carefully over Mr. Price’s 
plans, and unless I am disappointed, 
to spend also some time in the- field in 
British Columbia. This latter I cannot 
yet definitely promise, because I do not 
yet. know what the demand for the sum­
mer may be, but if I can manage It, l 
will come to British Columbia on behalt 
of the work with the greatest pleasure. 
May I ask you to convey my heartiest 
goqd wishes to Mr. McBride.’’

Efradquartez Control 
The next few years, the Minister 

continued, would see the forest servi îs 
In process of formation, and during 
this period of organization it was par­
ticularly necessary to provide a strong 
headquarter control. Provision was 
therefore made In the bill for the con-

'S$f ■ 5
' 7 ■'*Sfflfci. <

tmsBpi



stitution of a Forest Board of experts I 
who would keep In touch with and co- f 
ordinate the many different phases of t 
the work. Composed of practical men 
actually enraged m the service, the ? 
Board, under the direction of the Min­
ister. would carry out the vigorous 
policy that the government had out- 
lined. Under it a general investigation ‘ 
Of the timber resources of the province 
—both those under lease, license, re­
serve or in private ownership—would 
be undertaken, with a. view to ascer­
taining exactly what timber the pro­
vince contained. There were reasons 
for belief that the timber now under 
reserve was much greater _ in extent 
thgh most people thought .,,In connec­
tion with this investigation, the gov­

ernment would require all licenses to 
be surveyed as soon as possible and 
at latest by 1918; and to facilitate and 
cheapen àuch surveys, simplified reg­
ulations ,had been introduced into, the 
bill for the survey of timber lands.
As the tttnber still unsold was ascer­
tained, and as needed and desirable in 
the public interest sales of crown; 
•tumpage would be held.

Two facts had been kept in view inj, 
deciding upon the method of tenure:; 
firstly, the B. C. license tenure was the: 
best yet devised anywhere; secondly, j 
uniformity of tenure throughout the 
province ' was most desirable since it 
avoided creating any commercial hand- ! 
leap between different classes of hold- ; ^ 
ers of crown stumpage. Therefore all 
through the Forest Bill, every possible 
effort consistent wjth the existing 
rights of holders had been made, to 
put all holders upon an equality. In ; 
accordance with this principle, all fu- | 
ture sales would be sales of licenses, j 
and the conditions of these would vary j 
according to circumstances. Some­
times sales would be fdr Immediate 
logging,.for example to save burnt tim­
ber liable to spoil; some sales would 
be on the basis of bonus per thousand j 
feet In addition to royalty, payable 
when the timber was cut, this being the 
improved Ontario method which en­
sures that the government gets paid 
for everything standing on the land, 
while benefiting the purchaser, bo- 
cause the government very properly 
assumes the fire risk. In other cases, 
for example in the sale of small frac­
tions not justifying the expense of 
cruising, sales might be for a lump \ 
sum down as bonus, as in the older 
Dominion and Ontario methods. Pulp--' 
wood timber would be sold under li­
cense, a few simple modifications be­
ing made in the conditions of the li­
cense to cover the question of the saw- 1 
timber included in pulp areas.

■ap*lr in C. ». A.
In this connection the Mini. 1er: re­

ferred to the well known fact that the 
United States supply of pulpwood Is 
hopelessly insufficient for the present 
needs of the great republic. Already 
that country Imports one-quarter of the 
raw material for Its pujp mills from 
Canada, and In addition Canada sup­
plies tb it over 14,000,000 worth of 
manufactured pulp. Already the In­
dustry has begun it rapid growth in 
the west, six mills having been estab­
lished in Oregon and Washington. In 
thfk movement, British Columbia had 
not lagged behind, five mills having 
been already built within the province. 
Upon the large pulp and paper mill all 
Powell river, three million dollars had 
been already spent; a million and aj 
half represented the investment at 
Ocean Falls; and mills had also been 
completed both at Swanson Bay and' 
Howe Sound. Small towns had been, 
created on the mainland coast through 
this new industry, and future develop- ; 
men is in this province were most 
promising. The minister then referred 

report of the U. 8. tariff com- 
wlilch showed inat on an av- ! 

the wood ufed-fn every toi^ of 
pulp yost five*- les» in ffeMrto

I-. > l ... M-i 5ei
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then In the V. S., and that the 560 
square miles of pulp concession» 
granted by former governments of this Î 
province give tbe companies who held 
them a atrong advantage even over: 
their Canadien competitors. The For-! 
eatry Commise tea Report dealt at 
length with th, **Ogn of the ... ' timber Included IntihT pulp concea- 

•tone granted in iota, and the Com-
mlaalon recommended that a cruise and 
thorough examination of these conces­
sions be made to ascertain the facts of 
the situation. The government In 
adopting this proposal would detail 
trained experts from the Forest Branch 
to study the problem where H should 

, be studied, that was. on the ground- 
on the pulp lease-holds themselves.
In dealing with the extremely com­
plex situation involved in the holding 

’ of this saw timber, the government 
guided by two principles, namely that 
the good name of the province must 
not be smirched by any repudiation of 
pledges given by former governments 
and that at the same time the inter­
nets of the public, as owner of the 
timber, must be fully protected. Con­
cerning the present rates of royalty, 
the Forestry Commission had made no 
recommendation, but- widespread press 
reports Had given the mistaken Im­
pression that rates had been altered In 
the present Bill so as to levy royalty, 
according to the grade of timber. Since 
these reports had been given currency, 
he desired to take the present oppor­
tunity of contradicting them, as well as 
the statement that the royalty on lea:|;- 

. holds had been raised to $1.60.
Creation of Beeervss

To facilitate the work of reafforesta­
tion, the government had adopted « 
policy put in practice by Ontario, the 
Dominion, add the United States gov­
ernment—namely the power to proclaim 
forest reserves over lands suitable only 
for the growing of timber. Much land 
in this province was among the best in 
the world for this important purpose, 
and both to perpetuate tbe timber sup­
ply amd to protect the watersheds, con­
siderable areas would necessarily be 
held for reafforestation purposes. As an 
example of this policy, tbe minister re­
ferred to the recent action of the Do­
minion government in reserving the en- j tire eastern watershed of the Rocky 
mountains. Reafforestation, however, 
and a permanent lumbering Industry 
alike were idle dreams unless we de­
vised means for the control of human 
carelessness and the prevention of for­
est fires. We were faced by the appall­
ing fact that more timber has been 
destroyed by fire during the last cen­
tury than the lumbermen of the contin­
ent had cut. Forest fires and the sensa- 

-■4 tional advertisements they received had 
depressed the value of standing timber, 
deterred investment and hindered the 

j progress of the lumbering Industry 'fj 
adding a certain element of uncertainty 
to its financing. But the Injuries felt 

; today in consequence, of the destruction 
-of merchantable timber were only the 
i more visible and Immediate effects of 
fire, the injuries to the reproductive 
power of the forests were far more 
serious. As an illustration of this, 

j there was the oft-qnoted result of in­
vestigations conducted the United 
States which revealed the fact that over 
eighty million acres of cut-over lands 
in the country were not. re-stocking, 
having been burned and ife-burned until 
they had become sterile. Already in this 
province we had districts that were not 

; re-stocking—wasted, desolate areas, use- 
j less for anything, as the result of re- 
! pea ted fires that often had been caused' 

by an almost imbecile carelessness. He' 
would say nothing of the lives that had 
been lost in various forest fires in 
British Columbia, the valuable property, 
that had gone up in smoke, the ruin 
of individuals and the loss to the gov­
ernment He came hmself from Fernie. 
and all knew what a neglected forest 
fire that seemed to be nobody's business, 
had done to Fernie. Nor would honor­
able members have forgotten the ap­
palling conflagrations that had starred 
with death and destruction the records

; of the entire west in 1S10—that dis- 
i astrous year during which one million 
i dollars was poured out by the United 
! SUtes treasury alone In the controlling 
: of fires that should never have been al- 
! lowed to spread.

Caused by ^unan Agency
Now the vast majority of forest fires 

were not a phenomenon of inanimate 
Nature. They were caused by human 

| agency In two very simple ways: firstly, 
by the creation of Inflammable debris"

, through the felling and removal of 
. j sUndlng timber, and. secondly, by the 
j careless use of fire In or near the for- j ests. Year after year a great variety 
: of operations were being conducted in 

timbered country. Thousands of acres 
had been logged over, and with the 
removal of the merchantable timber, 
the land had been left covered with 

; tree-tops, limbs, shattered young
| growth and cut brush. Every summer 
this rubbish became timber-dry and g 

; menace not only to the debrie-surround- 
’ ed young growth representing the com­
ing crop but also to merchantable tim­
ber in every district Imagine this pro­
cess -continued year after year, and it 
would be seen that our forest wealth, 
would In time be represented by ls- 

Î lands of merchantable timber surround- 
fed by vast areas of slash that were 
I bound to catch fire sooner or later to 
! the great menace of the valuable re- 

J mainder. Imagine again a continuâtes

Iof the methods hitherto employed in 
cutting right of ways for railways, 
power lines, telegraph lines, trails and 
flumes, in making roads, In every sor{ 
of work in or near the woods—methods 
as a simple matter of course. It was 
easy to see that if this process were 

; to continue the province in time would

become one immense fire-trap, and not 
only would the patrolling of immense 
dangerous areas be enormously expen­
sive, but also this patrolling would be 
Ineffective because in most sections 
fire would consume* the fire-traps sooner 
or later in spite of every effort. It was 
therefore obvious that the debris men­
ace must be made an end of.

Bailways Co-Operating 
There were places in which the exis­

tence of debris could not be tolerated at 
any price, as for Instance on railway 
rights-of-way. He was glad to say in 
this connection that the lessons of 1*1$ 
had brought forth fruits, and that the 
railway companies during the past year j had been cooperating In fire prevention 

j in a most gratifying manner. To illus­
trate this, he would only mention the

1 $50,000 spent in clearing up/debris on 
the Canadian Pacific railway between 
Crows Nest and Kootenay Landing. To 
cope with accumulations of debris, 
which on account of their nature 
their situation threatened life or prop­
erty, the government required tbe power ;

* to condemn such accumulations as pub­
lic nuisances. The government also j 
desired do compel the Immediate sur- 

\ roundings of mines, camps, Open burn­
ers, etc., to be safely cleared of rubbish, 
sad his honorable colleague, the minister 
of public works, would make it a fea­
ture of his good roads policy to compel 

! road foremen to stop their highly dang­
erous custom of throwing debris along­
side roads.

The main problem, however. was the 
{ slash from logging operations. Various 
i other governments had already attempt- , 

ed do deal with this important matter, j 
The Idaho and Oregon laws required the i annual burning of logging slash; the | 
Minnesota law gave absolute power to 
compel disposal of it, and this law was > 
being vigorously enforced; New York h 
ntate compelled lopping, and of course ' 
lu all timber sales In the United States 
national fores*», an essential condition 
imposed upon the operator was that he 
should burn, pile, lop'or otherwise dis­
pose of logging elash as the forest offl- 
cent might direct The reoommendatic# j 
of the British Columbia forestry com- j 
mission was that all operators in tile \ 
province should be required to dispose 
cf the debris they make in a satlsfac- i 
tor* manner. ....—....-...

WM&hÆ



*©gglng Slash
I» recent years, through' the lumber- 

men's associations In the western states, 
and through the various state govern­
ments, a strong movement had arisen in 
the west in favor of burning logging 
a:csh. In British Columbia also the 
government had been paying for the 
successful destruction of many fire-trap 
areas, and through the efforts of Its 
olilclals private owners of cut-over lands 
had been encouraged to consume their 
debris by the use of fire. Fire, that was 
to say fire at the right time, was now 
recognized as essential in many regions 
for the proper reproduction of the Doug- 
lEÈ flr- Another strong Argument for 
the use of fire was that fire would come 
into logging slash in any event, and it 
nas better to nave purposeful burning 
that could bo supervised and controlled 
than accidental conflagrations such as 
thdse for example that ewepl up two 
Important timbered valleys during this 
past summer, and caused an expendi­
ture between them of twelve For thirteen 
thousand dollars of public money. But 
he emphasized the fact that, generally 
necessary and useful as fire Is, it was 
no panacea suitable to the conditions ot 
every region. There were districts in 
which the use of fire would be Injurious 
to the forests; others in which its use 
was -too dangerous; others in which 
there were better methods of handling 
slash than by burning. Again the ques­
tion of expense came in, the lumberman 
pointing ont with obvious justice that 
the compulsory disposal of slash would 
increase the cost of logging to an ex­
tent that has not yet been ascertained, 
and that it would be unfair to burden 
him at this more or less experimental 
stage with what might prove nn intol­
erable commercial handicap. Taking all 
these matters into account the govern­
ment had therefore taken the position 
that individual operators should merely 
be required at the direction of the min­
ister to Isolate any particularly danger­
ous slashings by firollnes, leaving the 
slash itself to bo dealt with by the for­
est service at the expense of a certain 
fund with which he now proposed to 
deal.

Volunteer Fire-Fighting
In the western states timber owners 

and lumbermen had been obliged by cir­
cumstances to protect their timber at 
their own expense. The organization of 
volunteer fire-fighting associations be­
gan in Idaho, and ttoday there were not 
only four associations in that state, twe 
in Washington and one in Oregon, but 
there were also a, large number of small 
bocal organizations that undertook the 
patrol of various timbered districts. 
These voluntary associations cut trails 
and firelines. Installed telephone sys­
tems and established look-out stations, 
while maintaining a ftorce of fire ward­
ens to patrol their membership holdings 
and to burn dangerous slashings. The 
expense this work of course varied 
from yea* to year, but taking a general 
figure it might be put at 2 1-2 tio 2 cents 
per acre peraonum, although In cases 
It had run as high as 6 cents and in 
one case IS cents.

These unfortunate lumbermen of the 
western states were obliged in self-pro­
tection to petrol about double the arefe, 
belonging to them, since In self-protec­
tion they must safeguard the lands of 
stingy neighbors who refuse to contrib­
ute to the association fund. About 
$270,000 was spent In the western states 
by the voluntary efforts of lumbermen

during the past summer. In Canada the 
prevention of forest fires had been 
taken up on a large scale both by On­
tario and Quebec, the latter province 
compelling limit-holders to empboy a 
sufficient force of patrolmen at their 
own expense. Ten years ago the On­
tario government began a system of 
compelling licensees of crown timber 
land to pay half the cost of fire pre­
vention, but two years ago this system 
was abandoned, and licensees of that 
province were now required to pay the 
entire oqpt of patrol and' of fire-fight­
ing. In B. C. lumbermen and timber 
holders had made no attempt to forilt 
volutary associations. Something had 
to be done to protect the forests, and it 
had been therefore to meet an existing 
emergency that the governnment had 
stepped in and equipped a patrol system 
all over the province at the expense of 
the Consolidated Revenue fund. In thus 
acting, pending its decision as to. the

iventlon, the government had I 
temporary provision only; and ; 

it had now decided to require timber 
owners to pay half the cost »of fire pre­
vention, the other half being contributed 
by the Consolidated Revenue on behalf 
of crown timber and watershed protec­
tion. One cent an acre would be levied 
on timber holders for the protection of 
their property and a trifling contribu­
tion would also be required, from oper­
ators on account of the expense cAused 
by the supervision of their operations 
and the great annual expense caused 
by fires arising in connection with these 
operations.

Protection Fund
Although contributions to this fund 

from each owner or operator would 
be trifling, in bulk the forest protection 
fund created by these contributions, 
plus the government's dollar for dollar, 
would represent a large sum of money 
—upwards of a quarter of a million dol­
lars to begin with. This fund would be 
entirely separate from the provincial 
revenue and the amounts required to be 
contributed to it would not be taxation, 
since they would be expended for the 
direct benefit of contributors. Through 
the powerful agency of this fund the 
province would be covered by a far 
closer network of patrols than hitherto, 
and moreover an Important Improvement 
would be made In the somewhat rudi­
mentary system hitherto in force, which 
had been the mere employment of wan­
dering patrolmen who were sometimes 
hard to find when fire broke out. Great 
stress would be laid upon permanent im­
provements, the forest districts would 
be covered by rough and ready telephone 
systems as In the western state, the pa­
trolmen wiould connect with the main 
lines of these systems by portable light 
wires, and would thus be able to keep 
in touch with the headquarters of their 
districts while remaining on emergency 
work at the sit* of any fir* ^Trail- 
cutting and the construction of fire lines 
and the establishment of look-out sta­
tions on high elevations and other works 
of this description would within a very 
short period of time vastly increase the 
efficiency of the protective service, and 
he trusted that It would be possible to 
carry out the suggestion that had been 
made by an honorable member and to 
utilize wireless - telegraphy at no dis­
tant date. Prompt arrival was the secret 
of successful fire-fighting.

Greatest Problem of All 
It was In connection with the prob­

lem of the disposal of logging slash 
that the forest protection fund would 
prove its great utility. It would cre­
ate a force of men that at the proper 
seasons of the year would be Avail­
able for dealing with dangerous accu­
mulations of inflammable material. Un­
der the direction of expert forest of­
ficers these men would be making a 
regular business of handling slash and 
the work done In this manner by pro­
fessionals would be carried out with ! 
far greater safety, efficiency and 
econdmy that it could be by ordinary 
gangs of workmen. Another important 
point would' be that under the direc­
tion of technical foresters the slash 
would be disposed of in the best in­
terests .ofthe young growth and-re­
afforestation, matters to which the 
ordinary operator could not be expect­
ed to devote attention. In this mat­
ter the government was feeling its 
way carefully, but he was of opinion 
that through the Fofrest "Protection 
Fund British Columbia would be able 
to solve that greatest problem of all 
forestry, the disposal of logging slash— 
that problem that had baffled and was 
still- the bugbear' of both governments 
and operators In other regions. It 
would achieve this without Imposing 
any serious burden on either the gov­
ernment or the operators. Fire pre­
vention on a small scale might often 
be an expensive matter, but on a large 
scale it could be - made in time ex­
tremely cheap—by the abolition of the 
causes of fire. What the fund would 
spend, in slash disposal it would in 
the long run save in patrol expense, 
and by thus diminishing the-fire haz­
ard, which had dominated this prov­
ince over long, It would make the task 
of conservation poslble. He ven­
tured to direct attention to. the re­
markable results that might be achiev­
ed through this fund, which, by its 
successful opération would place Brit­
ish Columbia at a bound in the front 
rank of the countries of the world 1]« 
the matter of forest protection, 

enlightened Control

te himself to a brief reference to *] 
the question of railway fires. The con- ■[ 
struct ion and Operation of railways had | 
been for Canada in the past one of the 
greatest national disasters that any ; 
new country had ever had to face. Of 
course the railways were necessary j 
but the ghastly destruction of forest 

\ regions through gross carelessness was 
.1 not necessary. Nowadays, he was glad 

| to say, more enlightened men had come 
j into the control of the Canadian rail- 
j ways—men who recognized the danger 
j to the forests that their locomotives 

caused, and he was glad to testify to 
the willing co-operation in fire-preven­
tion that the railways of the province 
Were now giving. So far no satisfactory 
means other than oil-burning, which 
was not always practicable, had been 
discovered that would abolish the dan­
ger of fire from locomotives, and hence 
patrol after trails was essential for 
the protection t>f timbered districts.
Patrol such as this should not be left 
to 'the discretion of local railway of­
ficials, but should be established by 
force of law. That was why. the gov- j 
ernment had had a complète inspection | 
of provincial railways made by super­
visors of the forest protection service 
during the past autumn, and had elab­
orated in detail a plan of patrol for 
each railway, followng this up by for- jH^| 
mal application to the Dominion board I 
at Ottawa that has jurisdiction over [ 
most of the ralWays of.British Colum- 
bia. This application requested the board kgjSj 
to exercise its authority and to estah- jfHy 
llsh these needed patrols officially and, 
he was happy to say, that the hearing ^ 
of this application would take place j™ 
during the next few weeks. In the '■* -ffgj 
bill the government was asking for the || 
same powers to compel patrol on pro- tH 
vlncial railways that the Dominion j|j 
board already possessed on railways '$■. 
under federal charter.

Every Phase Considered 1

At this stage be would not enter into ^ 
the many details of the drastic pro- g 
visions of the forest bill that were de­
signed to control the reckless use of 
fire by careleds individuals, whether 
among railway men or other classes of 
the population that are accustomed to 
use fire near the forests. He would only 
say that every phase of the subject had 
been carefully provided for. The release 
of agricultural land from the areas held 
for forest purposes was of course an 
elementary duty of any government and 
would of course be dealt with by his 
department as a matter of routine. As 
for the suggested alteration of the 
customs tariff to encourage the utiliza­
tion of low-grade lumber, this did not 
fall within the provincial jurisdicton. 
Having mentoned these two matters he 
pointed out that every recommendation 
of the forestry oqnimission had been 
dealt with eithep. In the" bill or In his 
foregoing remarié* ‘.«fid, it only remain­
ed for him to express the thanks of 
the government to'lhe capable members 
of that commiaBop for th'eir pains­
taking, useful And masterly present­
ment of the forebi.'1 problem as it con­
fronted the province. .x z .

“In the framfn^ of this Forent BHVS j 
said the minister, approaching his final 
remarks, which bad . been listened to j 
with the closest attention by the house, i 
"the government lias h'ad in view a sane ! 
and businesslike policy of conservation , 
free from sentimental extravagance, ; 
and taking into account the many prac- j 
tlcal difficulties, impediments and risks ; 
the lumberman must encounter in his 
strenuous occupation. Nature alone 
places sufficient obstacles in his way, 
but to these the cbmmerclal conditions 
existing in the West ait the present 
stage of its development have added 
others of a most sèflous kind—the curse 
of overproduction, the spoiling of his 
present markets by the dumping into 
them at cut-throait rates of foreign sur­
plus stocks, and the consequent hard­
ship that this disorganization of proper 
trade conditions Is only too apt to cause 
in the financing of his operations. It is 
plain, however, that serious as these 
troubles may be at the present day, 
they are but the transitory growing- 
pains felt by a sound and growing In­
dustry. The gigantic task of opening 
av outlet for western commerce through 
the Isthmus of Panama will be com­
pleted within the space of two short 
years. He would bè a bold man indeed 
who would venture to prophecy the ef­
fects upon this province of the opening 
of that canal. Upon its completion Bri­
tish Columbia will've the Far West no 
longer; the canal—halving the distance 
to Europe—will cause new currents of* 
the world’s commerce to flow to and 
from our coast, and the great European 
markets will be brought within the sell­
ing range of our main provincial indus-



Already our harbors are under pre- ] 
parution for the flood of trade that uttt 
come upon us when our present inac­
cessibility from Europe has been remov­
ed forever. All up and down the Pacific 
ctaat from Prince Rupert to Vancouver, 
Victoria and southward to San Diego, 
every port Is busy building breakwaters 

dredging, constructing

the requirements

,or-t w“'"-

and elevators, 
and renovating docks and getting ready 
In every way for the coming trade. One 
hundred million dollars Is In process 
for expenditure upon the ports of the 
Pacific coast. No Industry, I venture to 
predict, will make more rapid or more 
solid growth In the general sun­
shine of prosperous -development that 
will tall upoit v this province when 

: the canal Is opehed than our lumber- 
1 Ing Industry. Cheap freight rates are 
' the essence, lot successful lumbering; 

cheap freight rates, in spite of the scare 
concerning tolls that has been sedulous­
ly encouraged by certain Interests, will 
be the Inevitable feature of the route 

4 by Panama, because the builders »f that 
™n*l have no alternative. Looking to 

! far countries, we sde that the steady 
depleting of the world's timber will 
make prominent lour forest province as 
one of the great natural reservoirs of 

Looking eastward, we see that
this province grows the timber, the 
{ftrairles grow the wheat, and that if 
B. C. and the great prairie provinces 
supply each other's vital need In many 
ways besides. Directly by export trade 
eastward and westward. Indirectly by 
the expansion of other Industries with­
in our provincial boundaries—by bioth 
these reasons our lumbering Industry 

i will grow and flourish.

“To honorable member» of this bouse
I desire before closing my remarks to

make a direct personal appeal. Until 
Jtotely the setting of floreet fires by 
carelessness has been too often looked • 
on with the indulgence that Is habitual­
ly extended by many cltlsens to petty 
violations of the customs regulations. 
But we are beginning to make our peo­
ple realise that general carelessness in' 
the use of fire Is no trifling matter, | 
that in Its consequence this bad dtlxen- j 
■hip can prove ruinous "bo a country de­
pending, as B. C. does, directly and Indi­
rectly on Its forests for a great share 
of Its prosperity- Hence I make my ap­
peal to honorable members K>f this house 
to co-operate with my department In „ 
educating the public mind, and to take 
a firm stand In* their constituencies ; 
against the reckless, careless element ■ 
In the population that still exists. It j 
Is the disagreeable duty of my depart- j 
ment tio bring to punishment at times j 
cltlsens who, although otherwise of good ; 
standing In the community, have not : 
yet learned the lesson that carelessness 
with fire means disaster to B.C. When 
violation» of the fire-prevention clauses 
of the Fcfrest Act occur In any con­
stituency, I ask the honorable 
member who represents It In this house 
to -take an open stand alongside the 
members of the forest service engaged 
upon their duty, and neither to seek to 
palliate the carelessness nor shield the 
offender. And now. sir, I approach the 
end of what I have to say. We are in

year, and like the minute workers that 
create the coral Islands of the southern 
ocean upon which mankind, has built hit, 
habitations, so.do we through our Isl 
ore gradually create that massive 
structure of law upon which the happi­
ness, prosperity and future of this fast­
growing community of the eplendiu 
Wirt, so largely depend.

"An epoch, sir, 1» drawing to a clo 
the epoch of reckless devastation of 
natural resources with which we, the 

i pie of this province, bare been endowe< 
Providence. That nigged, rudlmen 

.1 Phew of pioneer activity is doomed to 
. The writing is on the wall; the wrltlas 

put the simple tact—Is in this Forest 
Armed with that weapon, as forged by' 

4 honorable assembly, the government 
British Columbia win undertake the i 

, of forest conservation. * \ .
] 8lr. a certain solemnity of lu own 

rounds the Introduction of this Forest m An epoch is condemned, a new e 
m Inaugurated, a turning point in the dev 

ment of tble great young province re* 
< We raise ourselves today above our trs 

W ory Interests of this week, this yeaf; A glance down the vleta of the year* to < M and turning from that vision of the ft 
• j we call the world to witness that we 1

mmmm
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Mr, H, C, Brewster Introduces 
Resolution Urging Establish­
ment of Naval Unit—Pre­
mier Adjourns Debate

The outstanding feature of yesterday's 
sitting of the legislature was Mr. -H. C. 
Brewster's speech on -his resolution urg­
ing the Dominion government to create 
[a Canadian naval unit on the Pacific 
! ocean. The resolution was seconded toy 
Mr. Parker Williams, in spite of the 
[generally expressed anti-militarism of 
that gentleman. Mr. Williams, "however, 
did not attempt to speak on the reso- 
llution end the premier moved the ad­
journment of the debate, 
r Mr. Brewster said he had been care* 
jfui to eliminate anything of a political 
Kupljre from the resolution, nor had he. 
[attempted to deal with the details by 
[which it should be brought into effect, 

it there were movements of great lm- j 
:e in the world today, which made 1 

imperative that something should be 
to defend a coastline stretching ; 

im Puget Sound to Alaska, and in- 
ted with many sounds and inlets 

>h some future enemy might easily | 
itllize for strategic purposes. He point- j 

to China now awakening from the j 
gy of ages, with its hordes of 

Mtyf-clvllized people and to Japan held 
/ leash by the strong hands of its i 
ilers. One of the first things an Orlen- ; 
,1 nation did In adopting western : 
ithods was to establish an army and 

and these two nations were al­
ly looking for some place where they ; 

mid transfer the people from their ; 
srowded lands, and no place was so 

ivenlent as Canada. He pointed to 
% recent menace of war in Europe, nor 

he consider that the elections just 
In Germany would make for peace. 

;emal turmoil is in the ascendent 
id It is a fact that at times in older | 

itrles wars have been started to 
;ract attention from affairs at home."

pointed to the great maritime 
hmerce that the opening of the Pan- 

l canal must bring to our shores, and 
jdd that considering the time it took 
[. create a navy, it was none too early 

begin taking measures to protect 
at commerce. -While as Canadians we 

ht quarrel about our own affairs we 
ist stand together on questions of 

IdSefence. As representatives of the EPa- 
gcMlc Coast province he thought they 

we wihtin their rights in trying to 
press upon the Dominion government.

Inauguration of such measures as ; 
iuld protect this coast. In passing the ; - 
lolution he hoped they might stlmu- 

ite any measure now being contem­
ned at Ottawa towards the création 

lof a naval power.
Oonsolidatioa Bill

The rest of the afternoon was passed!
I committee on the revised statutes. L 

[«attorney-General Bowser pointed out 
Lome changes that had been made, and 
[the revision was freely criticised by 
liessrs. Brewster and Williams. The at-I 
lorney-general pointed to one change in \ 
ihe land act, by which a girl over elgh- 
Ben who Is supporting "herself will be 
bowed to take up a pre-emption. The | 

rne rule will apply to a woman de- L 
Verted by -her husband after he has j: 
gaaed to contribute to her support for I 
wo years. He explained that in another ; 
action dealing wi^fc purchased but un- | 
g ten ted crown lands, the revising com- I 

iloners, during hie absence- in Eng- 
had changed it so that It would 

T impossible tor a purchaser to make 
l bargain for the transfer of his j 

I before he had obtained full title.

In view of conditions here he did not 
consider that wise and was altering it 

j In the school act he pointed out that 
| a, change had been made to making it 
| mandatory on a municipal council to 
i hand over to the school board all moneys 
j specially assessed for school purposes.
I The former wording left it optional. He 
! further stated that the English laws 

brought into force by the proclamation 
iW'Sir. James Douglas in 186$. were still 
in force W-fiefe not repugnant to the 
criminal laws of Canada, and even then 
they were not invalid until their re­
pugnancy had been determined by the 
courts.

While the attorney-general completed 
his explanation of changes in the sta­
tutes, the bill to validate them is still 
l*i committee.
t In ref)lV to questions by Mr. Brewster 

to the position of the government on 
! lands sold by auction in South Hazel- 
! ton, Hon. Mr. Ross stated that the mat­
ter was being appealed, but if the de­
cision of thv railway commission was 
upheld the purchasers would be notified 
and their money refunded.

At the opening ot the House, Hon. 
Price Ellison presented a statement ot 
special warrants and expenditures in­
curred thereon between April 1, 1911, 
and January 24, 1912.

Mr. McKay, chairman of the Priv­
ate Bills committee, reported that the 
following petitions had complied with 
standing orders: Ryerson College, City 
of Fernie, Corporation of Fernie, Vic­
toria Harbor Railway, City of -Prince 
Rupert, City of Victoria.

Mr. Brewster asked the Minister of 
Railways whether the Canadian North- 

jern Pacific railway company had de- j posited their maps, .plans and profiles, 
and whether the (Minister had approved j of the same. He then asked what was 

: the maximum gradient and the maxi- 
j mum and minimum of curvature as 
shown on these plans, j Hon. Mr. Taylor replied that the 

i plans had been deposited and approv­
ed. They showed a maximum grade 
on the mainland of 0.4 per cent, on 
Vancouver Island of 1.50 per pent. 
The curves were 10 degrees maximum 
and 4.30 minimum.

Mr. Brewster moved, seconded by 
Mr. Williams:
, "That whéreas Canada and the 
Mother-country are agreed that it is 
right and reasonable that all the part­
ners in the Empire should contribute 
towards the naval defence of the Em­
pire: ,
’* And whereas the speedy completion 
of thevPanama Canal must enormous­
ly increase the shipping of this coast:

Therefore, be it Resolved, That an 
humble address £e presented to His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, re- 
ap^lly requesting hltrt to urge upon" 
the Dominion Government the neces­
sity of taking sucj^gmtnédjètèr steps 
as will lead to the cteaddp.ajt'a -Ganax 
dian fleet unit in the. Pacific and 6> 
the establishment of a. naval base oj£: 
this coast with such promptitude as to 
make ready for the revolution in sea 
trade likely to be affected by the com­
pletion of the Panama Canal."

Mr. Brewster said, “In moving the 
solution before the House*-it is not 
rtlÿ intention in arty xvay to criticise'-: 
or comment on the actions of any- 
past government or political party or 
any authority now in power in Canada.
It is my intention to erfng this matter 
before the legislature purely in suck 
a manner as to point out to the Domin­
ion authorities the necessity, from the 
standpoint of British Columbia, of im­
mediate action being taken. I would 
not have the resolution considered as 
binding irt any sense the Government 
of Canada in carrying out the details. 
On the floor of this House we have no 
naval experts, and if we had it would 
be no place to lay down any details 
of policy. We are the Pacific Coast 
proyiqce the great Dominion. From 
a payai standpoint it is unquestioned 
that we hold on this coast, strategic 
points that any nayy would attack 
if the Empire were at war, and it iarf 
our duty to consider this matter and ’ 
take any action that is thought wise

"We have a mighty coast line, ex­
tending, as you know, from Puget 

Alaska,- and indented with 
large sounds and Inlets, which in my 
opinion, would be more of an injury 
than a benefit should we wake some 
morning to find that we were at war 
with another power, which could use 
these sounds and inlets as a base from 
which to work. As it is We would b» 
unable to exercise any power over 
these sounds and inlets should an at-: 
tack be madp.

Condition» Th»t Exist,
‘It is only wise in this connection

• that we look at conditions as they 
exist in the world at the present tiirte.
One has only to look at the awaken­
ing in ChMa to see a condition that 
ntay at no late, date pyove a menace 
to this section" of the world. In the 

I creation of a navy a considerable 
length of time must elapse, and thia 
awakening of China with its multitud­
es of people, its hordes, if I might so 
call them of uncivilized sections which 
when they have thrown off the leth* 
argy of centuries are likely to prove a 
giant of such proportions as will make 
us realize that we have not done our 
duty in preparing for the contingency

! piHéar. Wheç, Oriental dations adopt 
(western Was,'one of the first things 
: they do is to establis* an army and a V -1 
nayy. I notice that Admiral Togo ‘•“•j 
during his Visit to the United States 
last year is reported to have said that ; j 
for many centuries Japan had enjoyed | 
the benefits of certain arts and sclenc- IL 
es and had shown to the world some- 
thing of hèr abHitÿ to compete along ™ 
the lines of peace, tout during these 
centuries she was considered a heathen 
country. *BuV he added, ‘when the oc­
casion arose and we demonstrated 
that we could kill .within a given 

I length Qf .time as. many human, beings 
haa any . other country, we were pro­
claimed as a civilized nation.' ,
I. "It is true that Japan to the ally of 

Great Britain tiut what changes may 
he brought about in a short time no­
body knows. Those who can réad the 

( political history of Japan can see that 
the nation is now being held in leash 
by the strong hands of those In con- 
trol. These two nations, China and] 
Japan are already looking for another 
place where they may take the people 
from their overcrowded lands and find 
another place for them, and there is no 
place as convenient; as Canada.] 
Therefore,. 8t behooves us to see that! 
some action should be taken, and the' 
details be left to those who are com-i 
petent to give an opinion upon it.

The European Menace 
"We have still another condition toi 

consider. In Europe a short time ago 
we had a condition that menaced the] 
peace • of the world,, and prominent
members of,the party in authority Inj_|

j this House, if they are to toe taken* > 
i seriously, gave us to believe that there! !
] was always the danger of waV. I do;
: not think that the elections which have 
j just been held in Germany will make 
j for peace. Internal turmoil seems to 
j be Jn the ascendant, and it is a fact ’’i that sometimes in older countries, r 
i wars have been started to distract at-: 5 

tention from affairs at home.
* There is still another feature which;/*,V 

we cam6>t overlook, and which the min-^;^ 
ieter of lands yesterday stated-in such - 1 
a'qteumer as to put to the blush any: 
attempts I may make. He spoke of the 
benefits tto • be expected from the com- I, 
pletion of the Pankttrta canal, and so ; 
we have the added necessity of pre-. 
paring now for the great business or, 
trade . we ; must be prepared to expect 
with the opening of the canal. W& 
should prepare, and now is the time, ;; 
for such a fleet unit of the Pacific 
Coast as will protect that trade and 
shipping when it comes. When the ; 
length ot time required to create a ' 
naval base is considered we will not , 
have a moment to spare, and while; | 
Canadians may quarrel among them-j 
selves about.their own affairs, we mustEtJ 
stand together on the question of de-Fiji 
fences. For that reason I have elimin- 
ated anything of a political character!»® 
in moving this resolution, the idea be-i 
lag that we should, ag the maritime



province of the Pacific Coast, and asfl 
its representatives in this house, have 
the right to impress on the Domlnlonj 
government the necessity for the in-, 
auguration of such measures as wilt 
protect this coast, not only for our 
own immediate benefit but for the good 
of the empire; and I say for the pro­
motion of peace between Britain and| 
Germany or any other Country, there 
can be no more helpful assistance than 
the eight of the generous support which 
the daughter nations are ready to give 
to the empire. And in passing this 
resolution I hope we may stimulate any 
measure now being contemplated at Ot-j 
tawa for the creation of a naval power,! 
so that if Canada should be attacked, 
we as Canadians shall be In a proper 
position to do ay ■ we should do, and; 
stand up. and fight for our great em­
pire.*' (Applause.)

Hon. Mr. McBride said that it ap­
peared that some mistake had been made 

^ pie orders of the 
Ki‘was entirely new 
» have beep on the 
Haigs of the previous 
seald have taken its 
re orders or Friday’s. 

He was not In â. position to discuss the 
matter at the time, and -he merely men­
tioned this to avoid the recurrence of 
similar errors in future.

Mr. Brewster said he had filed It on 
Friday night ,an<j it was on the votes 
and proceedings yesterday.

Under the old wording this “had been 
left optional.

Mr. Williams and the attorney-general 
got Into a discussion as to whether the 
English laws brought into force by the 
proclamation of Sir James Douglas In 
1858 were still in force in the province. 
The attorney-general explained that the; 
criminal laws were In force where they 
were not repugnant to existing laws of 
the Dominion. A change was being made 
to make this clear ih this revision
though It was omitted by Chief Ju*~! 
tlce Davie in the revision of 1897. The 
province had no power to leave thebe [ 
out. though civil laws came within their j 
jurisdiction.

The explanations of the revision were 
completed when the committee rose, !
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■U The speech of the Minister of Lands 
on the Introduction of the Forest Act 
was one of the ablest In point both of 
form and substance that has been de­
livered in the Legislature In prospectmany
frears. Mr. Ross has given his subject 
very great consideration and he mar- 

! shalled his facts and arguments with 
much skilL We congratulate him up­
on hip speech and the Legislature upon 
a Minister who could give so clear 
and Interesting exposition of an 1m- 

' portant and many-sided question. As 
we have already commented upon the 
Forest Act, ws do not feel it to be nec- 
eesary to add any additional observa­
tion. Thé bill appears on the face to 
have been framed with a great deal of 

; care, but we venture to express the 
hope that, on its passage through com­
mittee, it will be carefully discussed, 
not so much with the expectation that 
any important amendments may be 
made, out in order that the public

The house went Into committee discus­
sion on the revised statutes. In explain­
ing some changes In the municipal act. 
Hon. Mr. Bowser said that a year ago 
he had promised to put in the act a 
clause that would enable municipalities 
to place bylaws before the people for 
waterworks and sewerage, without the 
previous petitions signed by owners of 

; 50 per cent of the property which the

which had filled 
somewhat larger i 

house yeeterdi 
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Inherits
During commltte* 

the bill to validate 
Attorney-General Bt 
th«* revising conïta 
a slight change in 
which, if not alien 
widow whose husbi 
tate, of her third It 
as formerly provide 
statute law. This 
its original status.

In connection wit 
Brewster inquired i 
Intention of the law 
io reintroduce the I 
had brought into th« 
but which had pas 
just too late to obt 
sent.

Hon. Mr. Bowser 
not his intention s< 
matter was before i 
elon so much opposl 
and from some of 1 
of the house, that t 
no sense concentrât! 
measure. He had 
that It might probab 
until there was anoi

present.law required. By some mistake j 
thls-Siad been omitted, but he had told ! 
the municipalities affected to go ahead 
with their bylaws and he would Intro­
duce a hill to validate them. This he ! 
would do In a few days. The municipali­
ties particularly effected were Point 
Grey, South Vancouver, Burnaby, Rich­
mond and Saanich

Mr. Williams said they had asked for 
a printed statement of changes in the 
revised statutes end It had been sup­
plied them, but this was not in the
statement.

Hon. Mr. Bowser said It was hard to 1 
satisfy the member for Newcastle. He 
asked for a statement and it had been 
given him. and "because he was giving 
still a little more information he got 
into trouble.

Mr. Williams: “That Justifies our 
course By complaining we extracted 
tills repqrt. and by the same process we 
may extract a little more from the 
attorney-peneral. I must admit that 
anything is right that is done in this 
house because of the government's big 
majority, and I am always ready to sub­
mit to - that majority because I cannot 
do anything else.*’ (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. Bowser next explained some 
changes In the land act One of these 
provided that a girl over II who was 
supporting herself, should be allowed 
to take up a pre-emption, and a de­
serted wife, whose husband had not 
contributed .to her support for two 
years, would have the same privilege.

Hon. Mr. Bowser also said tfckr* was 
a provision that a pre-emptor could 
not dispose of any rights in his land 

. before he obtained hie title. During his 
abeenoe in England, the revising com- 

\ missloners had applied this principle to 
r all lands acquired under purchase or 

! otherwise. He considered that this 
would have the effect of keeping out 
of the country many persons it was 

' desirous to have here, so he had alter­
ed It and left it as it was before.

Mr. Williams said that for once he 
agreed with the commissioners. "If this 

• happened while the attorney-general was 
; In England/’ he added, "many people 

1 |n the province would consider it a bene­
fit if he remained in England all the 
time." (Laughter.)

The attorney-general next explained

I that "may" had been changed to"shalV’ 
in a section of the school act, so that 
it would compel a municipal council to 
hand oyer to the school board all money

SSI
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this was a measure which worked very 
radical changes in the disposition of 
family estates, it did not appear to him 
wise to bring it forward again under 
present circumstances.

Mr. Brewster humorously agreed .that 
the next legislature might very prob­
ably be a better one than this, but sug­
gested that some of the members, even 
cf the present house, might have learn­
ed wisdom during the recess.

Mr. P. Williams took exception to the 
statement of the attorney-general as to 
the volume of antagonism to the Dower 
Bill last session, citing the journals of 
the house in proof that the bill had 
passed its second reading without a 
division of the members.

In regard to this Hon. Mr. Bowser 
thought that there must have been some 
mistake in the record, as the matter 
had been much discussed, and the house 
apparently had divided almost evenly 
upon it. The bill had been so strongly 
opposed that he thought there must 
have been a division. In addition, while 

i he had introduced the bill last year, 
many things against it had been brought

Validating Bill is Reported 
Complete with Some Slight 

Dull Day'sifiendments 
fork in Legislature,

In consequence of the presence in the 
capital of various delegations and prom­
inent personages on business” with the 
government or individual ministers, 
eaeti and all of which visiting bodies 
were Anxious to complete their missions 
as speedily as possible, yesterday’s ses­
sion of the legislature was singularly 
brief and uneventful. Neither was the 
consideration of Mr. Brewster’s naval ' 
resolution continued, nor the debate 
upon the new Forestry Act, which the 
minister of lands presented on Tuesday 
last, and which the opposition leader 
will proceed to criticise when this order 
of business is nqxt taken up. Instead 
of debating these two interesting 

; toples, prospect of discussion upon 
which had filled the galleries with a 
somewhat larger audience than usual, 

||jp?\house yesterday devoted itself al- 
■K,exclusively to further consider­
ation, in committee, of the details of 

bill ratifying the revision and con­
solidation of the statutes. The bill ex­
cited but little cross-discussion, and was 
Shortly reported complete with-' a few 
trifling amendments. The private bills 1

tu his notice since that time, which had 
net previously suggested themselves.

English Criminal Laws
Mr. Brewster observed that the bill 

before the house was supposed to repeal 
all previous revisions, yet the attorney- 
general had told the house no later than 
Wednesday that power did not exist In 
this legislature to repeal the English 
criminal laws proclaimed to be in force 
in this colony by Sir James Douglas, in 
ante- Confederation days.

Hon. Mr. Bowser replied that the 
legislature necessarily could not repeal 
acts- over which it possessed no power, 
but it -could repeal all those within its 
jurisdiction, and of course this was all 
that the present bill did;

Mr. Brewster then enquired whether 
the province possessed Jurisdiction, fer 
example, over the marriage law's? | 

It is my personal view,” Hon. Mr. 
Fowser replied, “that the several pro­
vinces have complete Jurisdiction over 
thoir marriage laws, and that. I belie»** 
is the opipton held generally by the 
other provinces of the Dominion.”

Copies of Statutes
The only other d.ebqte arising during 

committee consideration of the bill was 
raised by Mr. P. -Williams, wbp .desired- - 
t* be informed whether or not members' 
would be given as many copies of the, 
statutes as formerly.

He was Informed that it Was the in-! 
tent l on to restrict the Issue to one set!

■nin&ry reading, and were referred 
automatically to the interested standing 
■mmlttee, Mr. P. Williams also re­
peated permission of the house to with- 
draw his resolution calling upon the 
Krv eminent to take action in the direc­
tion of compelling the Canadian North­
ern Pacific Railway Company to falth- 
iuliy comply with the terms of its ; 
agreement with the government in re- ' 
j|pect to the wages of workingmen. His 
explanation was that he thought the ; 

’Resolution as appearing on the order j 
paper might profitably be amended, and 
Intimation was added that it would prob­
ably be re-introduced in other form j 
later in the session. The leave desired ,

for each member, cabinet ministers be­
ing in the same position as private' 
members.

“You know," said Mr. Bowser with a 
smile, “that there was an idea before 
that some of the members were selling; 
their copies."

The attorney-general added that a 
very large number would necessarily be 
disturbed gratuitously.. . Copies had to 
bo sent to all law libraries In the Dom­
inion, in exchange, and judges and 
courts and various public officials would 
also necessarily be supplied.

Mr. P. Williams remarked that while 
members might do a little trade in sell­
ing their copies to the second-hand 
stores he did not think that it was a 
practice generally adopted. He noticed, 
however, that the attorney-general had 
taken the precaution to have the mem­
bers' names stamped upon their copies, 
as a possible deterrent of such business.

Hon. Mr. Bowser explained that inx 
order that the gifts of free copies might 
be known as personal t> the members, 
and so that others might not- be so 
likely to borrow and not return them, 
he had had the name of each member 
printed on his copy.

No further debate arose prior to the 
rising of the committee.

tarn
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. ..»rw* important o£ Pacific ports. There 
was now no doubt In regard to the early 
completion of the railway, nor could 
anyone question the extent or value of 
the vast tributary country, capafble when 
developed of supporting a city of sever­
al hundred thousand souls.

In addition to the large tracts of ag- 
: ricultural and mineral lands tributary 
to Prince Rupert, there were In the im- , 
mediate vicinity fisheries which per- , 
haps, In their extent and arletyv, would | 
rank as the greatest In $he world. Deep 
water fisheries on this coast were as yet i 
in a primitive stage of development j 
River fishing heretofore had been the 

•first consideration, and deep sea fish­
ing next Of late the deep sea fisher­
ies of British Columbia h^d been at­
tracting considerable attention abroad, 1 
an dlatest news from London and from 
Eastern Canada contained freou#nt «—♦- '

Premier McBride in Champion­
ing Bill to Ratify Agreement 
with G.T.P. Dwells on City's
Importance,

for the develop- 
Haheri»*. «BfeUk 
liture of mil­

lions of dollars.
When one considered the magnitude 

of this fishery interest and the vaat- 
hess of the agricultural and mineral ter­
ritory at the city> doors, one could 
grasp something of the Importance of 
Prince Rupert's destiny.

meat ojf ike

The Premier made special reference 
to the fishery enterprise Inaugurated 
by Sir George Doughty. Who had large 
Interests at Grimsby, who visited this 
porvlnce a short time ago and who was 
now particularly Identified with a pro­
ject for the development of the northern 
fisheries with headquarters at Prince 
Rupert. In connection with this It gave 
him pleasure to announce that be had 
the personal assurance of Sir George 
that It was the purpose of hlk company 
to employ white labor exclusively, a 
departure which would be received by 
this province as good news Indeed.

With regard to our sea coast activity 
now that the naval defense of the Pac­
ific had become a very lively Issue. It 
was a most unfortunate thing to find 

jtjiat aliens have for" the most 
pert to do with, the fisheries of British 
Columbia's coastal waters. If this 
company proceeded with Its enter­
prise as proposed, it would, he felt con­
fident, have the hearty endorsement 
and support of the people, of this 
country and they would more eapwtiat- 
,ly watch the good results which must 
accrue from the employment of white 
labor only. And if it were necessary 
that legislation Should be designed to 
assist. It would be the duty of the

Tbs Premier m moving the second 
*41ng of tile Mil to ratify an agree-

'll. between His Majesty the King in 
— ,-- lnce of British Col- 

■t-t—4 Rupert, the 
railway company,.

right of the province ef 
I erobie, tii# city of Prince 
Grand Trunk Pacific «aMw|P wu.|»nyw 

I and the Grand Trunk Pacific Develop-;, 
ment company, stated that the new, 

, terminal city of the north was now 
‘some four years old. In that short 
idDM U had attained to considerable 
commercial consequence and so far as 

I ills information went, he believed that It 
bad today a population of upward of. 
am. In addition la this, municipal 
works end Improvements had been es­
tablished running into hundreds of thou­
sands of dollars while the residential 

■ and business properties would aggre­
gate several millions. Referring to the 

l wonderful growth of this new northern 
I terminal, the First Minister remarked 
that no surprise would be felt at the re­
markable development already achieved 
It had been anticipated from the first 
when the elte wae selected as -that of 
the terminus of the Grand Trunk Psclf

It bad been bis good fortune to,visit 
Prince, Rupert not long, ago, when he! 
had been «truck with the enterprise | 
and publjcp spirit oil ever*?.«hand' made! 

: manifest. The townslte was an ideal; 
onto and the harbor one that could scar­
cely be excelled, but It. was evident that 
In.the development of the townslte. the 
laying out of streets, sewers and *11 
other necessary facilities, where there 
were so r. any bills and ravines tq con- 
tead wltn, very considerable ^flcultlew 
youïu Tiave* met en3 overcome;
and "It would' be 4 formidably talfc: for 
the corporation to find the money for 
adequate and permanent upbuilding— 
for streets, sewers, sidewalks, bridges,

fes

MEASURE PASSES
SECOND READING

Fishery Enterprise in Northern 
Waters Will Employ White 
Labor Exclusively—B, C.
Statutes Are Consolidated,

The city of Prince Rupert. It» present,
- 'r' and its future, virtually monopolised the 

attention of parliament yesterday, when 
the bill to ratify the agreement reached 
In June last and to which the govern­
ment of the province, the city and the 
Grand Trunk Pacific railway and de­
velopment companies are parties, pass­
ed Its second reading, after an eloquent 

p'..,address by the Premier, in whose hands 
the measure la. Mr. William Man son,

' member, for the district and until recent-i f : ly mayor of the interested city, also!
1 spoke briefly In explanation of the ne­
cessity for the measure, and Mr. P. 
Williams contributed a few characteris­
tic remarks in opposition. During the 
afternoon the report of committee on; 
the bill ratifying and validating the re­
cent revision of the statutes was adopt-" 
ed by the House, this measure taking 
third reading by consent and receiving* 
Hie Honor's assent before the Bitting 
closed. It Is, therefore, now in full 
force and effect, and nil statutory laws 
of British Colombia up to the present 
sitting of parliament are enAodJed with- 
in the covers ef Its three volâmes. The ' 
only ether business of yesterday was in 
'Connection with the Mil to enable the 
city ef Victoria la issue and inscribe a 
registered stock of uniform date of ma­
turity. which was introduced by Mr.

! Thomson, and is set tor second reed-! 
tog on Monday. It Is also expected that 
the resolution ""oi Mr. Brewster endnt 

j naval matters, to which, it Is understood 
an amendment will be offered by the 
•-vernment. and the continuation of 

i debate on the Forestry «bill will at­
tract an interested concourse to the j 
spectators’ gallery during this first 
sitting of the new week.

systematic-;why Ip which the citizen’s 
of; Prince Rupert had îgone about their 
great undertaking. It was notable that 
their plans were laid Jot permanency 
and he hoped that their would continue 
In the way in which they had begun, 
as this was the plan which would re­
turn full velpfc for eVery dôlljâr ex­
pended. ■ ; r- Ijii*;-;-. i ' 4 ' Ip* V ...

The townslte covered a most exten­
sive area and therç would be much 
hard pioneering work yet to be done. 
Population was certain to increase with 
rapidity, and preparation for that popu­
lation would be costly. This the gov­
ernment fully recognized, and' when­
ever it had felt justified In meeting re­
quests for special assistance this had 
not been spared. Proceeding to ex­
plain in detail the situation leading up 
to the agreement which the bill Is to 
ratjfy, the premier said:

"Here today wo are asked to ratify 
an agreement to which the city, the | 
railway company and the townslte com­
pany are parties, and which provide*, 
that the Grand Trunk Pacific In ex­
change for certain works to be present­
ly undertaken, and scattered Interests 
In email fractions of land, lb released 
from the payment of municipal t 
other than local Improvement on the | 
payment to the city dach year of $16,- 
000. When the first agreement with 
the Grand Trunk Pacific company was 
placed before - this legislature some 
year* ago there was a provision ex­
empting them from tin* payment of | 
taxeijf to the government, but exemption 
by the municipality was not considered. 
We felt that when a municipality was 
created the railway would be dealt with 
In a reasonable manner. A short time 
ago the-question came up when It was 
found on assessment that the Grand 
Trunk Pacific would be compelled to 
r»ay to the city of Prtnoe Rupert five 
times more than it paid <o the city of 
Montreal. The Grand Trunk JHicific 
protested, and the result brought about 

: the agreement before the house this 
: afternoon, one which guarantees the 
; construction of certain terminals In the 
! town and a large expenditure of money

I by the railway company.
"It must not be thought that In the ] 

agreement between the government and 
the railway company we were not care­
ful to have the exact location of those ; 
terminals specified, but it would have 
been hard to say: 'Because we have ob­
liged you to place your terminals In a : 
certain place yop must commence con­
struction' forthwith.’ Tills agreement 

j before up has created a very, pleasing 
situation.*' ' f&a far is Ï can learn, dif­
ferences have been settled In a friendly 
way, and there Is a disposition to work 

(together between the city and the rail­
way company. Such an agreement must 
redound to the prosperity of the city. 
This agreement Is not one that presents 
much difficulty in the way of grasping 

Ills salient features. The principal mat­
ter with which the government Is con­
cerned Is that which Involves the 
ceding of certain fractions of the town- ? 
hi to to the city. In surveying the town- j

site certain fragments of land were 
left, and the landscape architects were 
of opinion that these should be given 
to the city as perks. Even if the gov­
ernment had been so disposed It would 
have been difficult to have withheld our 
quarter Interest from these fractional 
sections. In this respect we have Join­
ed with the railway company In the 
transfer of certain portions of this land 
on which the city intends to erect mu­
nicipal buildings end fireballs.

Must Balia Motel
"There Is another item with which 

the government Is concerned, that 1» 
In connection with some waterfront- 
ages. In the development of the city 
It was found that some waterfront 
must be left which the olty could use 
In sending it» garbage out to sea. This 
the agreement provided tor. The 
agreement also points out that the 
company must build a hotel at once, 
and no doubt they will butid one that 
will be creditable to the city. So that 
even In advance of the completion of 

1 the road, the company muât spend 
millions of dollars In the city. All 
this Is bound to bring to the city of 
Prince Rupert an added confidence 

will have a ma*ed effect on Its |
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*‘It îiïay rie of interest bo advise the 

house that so far ns I have been able 
to ascertain, the values that today may 
be reasonably placed upon government 
holdings In the city of Prince Rupert J 
are In the neighborhood of $13,000,- 
000, where several years ago we could 
not havètfelalmed thirteen cents. I re- 
#l<e^mti|:;that a few years agd the gov- 

;'*fHP:.wa8 held up to severe criti­
cism because we had entered into a 
bargain that meant for a certainty the 
location of the Grand Trunk Pacific 
terminals on government property. ït 
la a matter of some gratification to 
know that notwithstanding the ques­
tions then raised and the criticism In­
dulged In, we can today claim a value 
of 113,000.000, where several years ago 
we could not have claimed thirteen 
cents.

“Of course, this Is the property of 
the government, but we cannot lose 
sight of the fact that its value has 
been enhanced by the development of 
the city of Prince Rupert and the ac­
tivity of the railway, and it must be 
our duty ip view of this to exercise 
à marked generosity towards that 
northern terminus. Our work must 
not only provide for today, but must 
also anticipate the future that lies 
before that part of British Columbia." 
(Applause.)

Explains Agreement 
Mr. Mànson (Skeèna) said the 

ent was brought to an issue be- 
le of the dispute that had arisen 

jjlphe city of Prince Rupert over the 
ion of the ‘‘railway lands. The 
after incorporation, made an as- : 
lent that was not unreasonable 

In view of the fact that some con- 
n to the Railway company with 

re holdings, was only fair, négo­
cions went on for some time be- 
«èn the city And' the railway com- 
jjpty and It almost appeared at one 
he as If- *hej£‘4toujd be unable to 
ich a satisfactory5-conclusion, thotyh ! 
laHy with thè tiêélstance of-(tie gov- 'f 
nment they arrived at the agreement 

efore the hous$. In addition to 
[ground needed for cemetery, park 
t sites, resorVoir and Imunielpal build- 
lings, the "city needed waterfront' as 
[their method of disposing of garbage 
t was tp send it out to sea on scows. I 
[For this purpose they needed a wharf f 
Rdf "tttelr own arid some waterfront to 
fcbuild It on. This the £igreement pro­
vided for. On account bf its one- j 
[.fourth Interest It was necessary for 
ithe government to be joined In the |
| agreement.
\ The city had been progressing/ rap­
idly and for this reason It had been 
^necessary to incur heavy expenditure l| 
Lto put It on a satisfactory tooting. On 
Btreets, sewers, waterworks and a pub- 

11c lighting and telephone system they j 
aye assumer obligations in the neigh­

borhood of $1,370,000. So far as the 
city was concerned It had had no dif­
ficulty in securing financial assistance 
(The Bank of Montreal had dealt very 
liberally with the city, and its action 
had given Prince Rupert a splendid 
standing in the money markets of thej" 
world. The assessed values of the city j 
today amounted to about $14,000,000, 
and now its difficulties with the G. T.
P. were being adjusted, the city’s cred­
it would stand high Indeed. There was 
a rumor at one time that unless this 
agreement was carried through, the 
G. T. P. would, remove its terminals 
from the townsite, brit those who un­
derstood the conditions knew that this , 
was Impossible. At the same time this 
agreement providing for the Immediate j 
establishment of a hôtel and the build- 1 
irig of a drydock was a matter of such j 
importance to the City, that, considered | 
with the other things mentioned, "the j 
matter of a few thousands in lmme- : 
diate taxation wai one which the peo- ; 
pie of Prince Rupert would riot bother 
about. ,

The agreement had been submitted 
ta the people and vga carried by a 
vote of 440 to 44. Showing that the 

people were practically unanimously for j 
It It had been a matter of great sat- 
lsfactlon to have had af! the way! 
through those negotiations the assis­
tance of the premier. Through hie 
assistance both parties had been able! 
to come together and the negotiations 
wen? ct.'wled on In an amicable and 
satisfactory, spirit. He also wished to 
thank the 'government for granting its 
lands to the-klfifc It showed that they!

Prince Rupert. The actual assessrnent. 
i bn government lands within the city 
1 was $1,450,000. This, with the large 

tracts they possessed outside the city 
.showed that (lie government had a 
splcitifiti asset In and around the city 
of Prince Rupett, and it showed also 
that they maM a good bàfgàih In 
1806 when the terminus was arranged 
for a: mat point.

Mr. p. Williams
Mr. P. Williams could well under­

stand that a large city must arise at 
Prince Rupert, because the conforma-, 
tion of the- country along the Pacific 
coast did not lend Itself to the founda­
tion of many cities. , Owing to the man­
ner In which the valleys vvere ciit ; 
through the mountains, the number of 
townsltes on the coast must be limit­
ed. The premier’s references to the 
development of the fisheries and the i 
employment of white labor digressed a

little from the bill. He had intimated 
that certain Interests coming in to ex­
ploit the fisheries had given the assur­
ance that white labor only would be 
employed. To his mind corporation as­
surances In this corihêctlon were 
worthless and unless thg premier was * 
prepared to enact legislation to compel 
them to employ white labor, the as­
surance would prove a most flimsy one.

In connection with Prince Rupert It­
self, it was rather surprising to see a 
bill of this kind brought down so soon. 
Here was a city that had started on 
government land without any of the 
complications that must be faced by 
cities that grow up of themselves as it 
were. Notwithstanding this, after this - 
city had only been In existence for two 
or three years. It was found coming 
back to the house to seek relief as it 
were. The bill indeed should have been 
styled ‘A bill to • relieve the City of 
Prince Rupert.’ A few years ago the 
government made an agreement by : 
which the Grand Trunk Pacific Was to 
erect certain buildings at Prince Ru­
pert, end now here was another bill to 
the same effect, showing that there was 
no ^effectiveness in the first bargain.

Again It seemed to him that the 
Grand Trunk Pacific was getting off 
altogether too cheaply In the way of 
taxation. The premier had said that 
the government’s holdings in Prince 
Rupert were worth $13,000,000. They 
owned a quarter of the townsite and [ 
the G. T. P. the other three-quarters, : 
so since the G. T. P. owned three times 
as much as the government,"their prop­
erty should be worth $39,000,000. It 
showed the helpless position the city 
was placed In when It accepted a taxa­
tion of $15,000 a year on $39.000.000.
It was claimed that the bill liad been 
endorsed by the people of Prince Ru- • 
pert Well a man sometimes complied 
with another man’s demand when he 
placed a gun at his head and told him ! 
to hold rip his hands. To show that it 
was not so favorably regarded he might! 
remark that the gentleman who repre­
sented Prince Rupert In the house, and 
was a foririer mayor Of the city and 
had spoken in favor of this agreement * 
had been hopelessly repudiated by the 
people of Prince Rupert only a few 
weeks ago.

Mr. Manson: "That is Incorrect.’’
Mr. Williams said the gentleman was 

entitled to deny It If he wished, but 
It was nevertheless true that his can­
didate for the mayoralty of Prince Ru­
pert had received very few votes end , 
was badly defeated. TJie election could j 
only be interpreted as repudiation of J 
this agreement. While It would be use- ; 
lees for him to vote against the bill, 1 
he hoped that his action would not be 
regarded as an endorsement.

The bill passed second reading with­
out division.

\ ' Up 1 x

There will be universal accord with 
ti)f optimistic views expressed In the 
House yesterday by Mr. McBride as to 
the future of Prince Rupert The Col- 
ouist only voices the opinion of the peo­
ple of Victoria when It says that It 
hopes the northern city will fulfil the 
expectations of its most sanguine citi­
zens. On the six degrees of latitude, 
which constitute the Western seaboard 
of Canada there Is room for several 
great cities, and of these the terminus 
cf tho National Transcontinental Rail­
way can hardly fall to be one.

But Prince Rupert has more than a 
railway to make It a point of great lm- 

; per tance. The wealth of the north on 
land and sea is beyond computation and 

! that city must Inevitably be a centre 
j tium which it will be exploited to a 

large extent.
j It is interesting to remark the thor- 
! ou£h manner in which this young city

I is dealing with the very grave prob­
lems presented by Its inauguration. Our 

; Western cities begin at a point where 
j some eastern cities leave off. They de-
j. mand and they secure all the appli- 
i ances of , civilization from the outset 
j In the case of Prince Rupert to provide 
I [these Is a matter of no Inconsiderable 
j difficulty and expense, but the manner 

«in which the citizens grapple with the 
hxarlous questions as they arise Is a 

guarantee of success.

We do not know what the Premier f 
| will say in regard to the appointment 
\ of a commission to Inquire into the t: 

price of coal, but we do know that there j 
may be very serious difficulties in the j 
way of such a step. It Is possible that 1 
Mr. McBride may be able to see his way ) 
around them, but as we regard the mat- j, 

J tor there may be grave doubt as to the jp 
j ability of any commission which the ' 
j piovincial government might appoint!
| to enforce the attendance of witnesses ' 
and the giving of testimony. Trade and 

| commerce are matters within the juris- i'' 
diction of the federal parliament, and | 
If is an open question, at least, how far 
the provincial authorities have a right 
to deal with a subject that comes under | ; 
these heads. As we have said, there 
may be a way around this difficulty, ' 
and, if there is, we should be glad to 
see the commission appointed.

TXS «11IIT11 or AttElCUlTUEB

Mr. Price Ellison In his addresses to! 
the associations connected with hus­
bandry in Its several aspects has pre­
sented many excellent ideas. Mr. E!ll-: 
son is a practical farmer, and he Is ' 
also a public man who has utilized his!: 
exceptional opportunities to learn what ; 
the requirements of agriculture In this‘ 
province are. The Department of Agri- 
culture under his nupervlslon, has done; 
very excellent work, and Is being equip-: 
ped for even better service*

It Is an admirable thing to have Ini-, 
the position of Minister of Agriculture 
a gentleman who knows what he la talk-! 
ing about when he discusses questions 
coming directly under his supervision,i 
a man who has learned by experience: , ; 
vrhtt the difficulties ere, we ere glad: 
to be able to say, what the rewards ofj_ 
successful agriculture and ranching are. 
Mr. Ellison’s career as a farmer and 
cattle ratsar Is of itself an encourage-i * 
ment and Inspiration to all who may U 
contemplate making either of these In­
dustries their life work. The Intelligent : 
interest which he is able to take In all 
natters relating to farming, the good 
advice he Is able to give, and his abid­
ing faith In the future of British Co­
lumbia are invaluable assets to any 
public tnao. >'■ v' '--r’ w



Socialisms' representative» occupied
the centre of the provincial legislature

thwaits because he has returned after 
an extended visit to the Old Country, 
to receive a most cordial welcome home 
from his fellow-members and his com­
rade, Mr. P. Williams, because of his 
presentation in the House of his vote ; 
of censure upon the government, based 
upon an allegation that the Canadian 
Northern Railway la not paying the 
standard wages on construction of its 
Island sections that are current in the 
localities. Presumably the Canadian 
Northern Pacific Is referred to but Mr. 
P. Williams, both in his motion and his 
address referred only to the Canadian 
Northern, which baa no corporate ex­
istence in this province. He stated that 
laborers for Canadian Northern con­
tractors In the Esquimau district, are 
being paid only $t.26 a day, where men 

- working for the government or the mu­
nicipalities receive $2.50 and $2.75., In 
support of his statement he produced 

i affidavits signed by workmen em­
ployed by Canadian Northern Pacific 

' contractors to show that they were re- 
: ceiving but $2.25 per day. He also 
! stated that he had sent ipen to employ- 
■ ment offices in Victoria to ask for 
| work and they were Informed that 
| $2.25 was the highest wage payable to

The motion was voted 
Messrs. Brewster and V 
porting 1L Mr. Williams 
record of names, but the Speaker told 
him that the rules of the House re­
quired that three members must ask 

I for these before they could be recorded.
Mr. Tlsdall moved the first reading 

i of the Vancouver charter amendments 
; MIL which was referred to the private 
j bills committee.

Mr. Shaw introduced a petition for 
the incorporation of the city of Salmon
Arm.

down, only
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Socialist Alleges Rate Paid to 
Laborers on C.N.P. Con­
struction is Below Standard 
—Government's Reply

| Hon. Mr. Bowser Introduced bills to 
amend the Municipalities Incorporation 
Act. and the Inheritance Act The for­
mer gives the government power to 
vary or reduce the limits of a munici­
pality on Incorporation as they may 
deem expedient, and that in so doing 
they may Impose such conditions as 
they think proper. The amendment to 
the Inheritance Act simply nullifies a 
change made by the revising commis­
sioners and restores it to its original 
state.

Mr. Brewster asked the Hon. the Mln- 
| ister of Lands the following questions :

1—Have any person or persona or 
body corporate made application to the 
government to acquire any portion of 

!|I .the lands known as the Son ghees In- 
- dian Reserve In the City of Victoria?

' Si 2l—lt eo‘ what P®r*°n« or bodies cor- 
1 porate have made such application?
| 8.—How much land has been applied
V for in each case?
, 4.—For what purpose was these lands 

.. ’j required? ' - ' *£•;;_ ;*
5.—Will the Canadian Northern pa­

cific railway be entitled to obtain a free 
grant of any of these lands under the 
provisions of paragraph (d) of clause 

; IS of the Schedule to chap. 3, 1S10? 
The Hon. Mr. Rose replied as follows 
-I.—TSg, V

C. E. Stewart; (b.) William

Turpel ; (c.) W. J. Pendray; id.) Cor­
poration of the City of Victoria; (e.. 
Esquimau and Nanaimo Railway; (f.) 
The Victoria Harbour Railway.

"S.—(a.) Lots $ and'7; <b.) Area not 
I stated; (c.) Nine-fenths of an acre;

Id.) Twenty-five acres; <e.) and (f.) 
f Area not stated.

' (A) SndVb.. Shipyard purposes;
(c.) Manufacturing purposes; (d,) Pack 
and echopl -Rgfpçpee; (à) apd <f,f 
Right-of-way and terminal .purposes.

••s.—no.1' . . -
Mr. P. Williams’ Arraignment y>

Mr, Williams said that when the 
Canadian Northern agreement was be- 
fore the. house he had moved sn 
amendment to the effect that the low- 

j ®*t wage to be paid" on the road should 
j be $2.50 a day. ThW the premier re-' 

fused to accept but had consented toT 
the Insertion of a clause to the effect 
that the lowest wages to be paid 
should be the curretït wages paid fqr f 
similar labor In^ the district where the 
work was being done. At the opening» 
of the session while speaking on the 
address he had referred to thé fact 
that in spite of this, the wages being 
paid on Canadian Northern construc­
tion in the district of Bsqutmalt were 
only $2.25 a day, while the lowest wage 
paid to government employee» in the 
same district wae $2.7$, while the city 
of Victoria paid 1.00 a day for ham­
mer men and $2.75 for pick and Shovel 
men for an eight-hour day. He as­
sumed that $2.75 a day would be a 
fair wage on Canadian Northern con­
struction and lt was the duty of the 
government to compel them to pay it.

When at the opining of the house 
he had stated that only $2.25 a day 

being paid, the member for Es­
quimau had taken pains to correct him.
It made him think that the member 
for Esquimau wee paying more atten- j 
tion to the Conservative organisation 
in the district* than to the matter of ; 
wages. He (Mr. Williams) had secured 
statements on affidavit from men em­
ployed by Olsen A company, end Grant. 
8mlth & company, both contractors for ! 
the Canadian Northern In the Esqul- 
malt district, and these men both 
swore that they were only receiving 
$2.2$ a day. , f .

"i., These affidavit, Ha produced and iW 
if the hauee.', 'ft : ‘ I, 
f "I could produce any number of the 
same." he concluded, "and I may eay 
that these men were Irishmen, who nre 
capable of iwlndin* a pick and shovel 
with anybody." He added that aa the 

^minister of railway, wae comparattve- 
].ty new to hie poet tion he might not 
have been nbte to keep In touch with 
this matter, and In replying to noma 
questions he had pieced on the other 
paper, a few days see he might have 
been misinformed. To make himself 
sure, he had sent a man down to en 
employment ogee in Y'ctorta to In- 
quire for work on the Canadien North­
ern ànd he died bee* told sled Hist the 
wngea paid,were tzjs e day.

■on. Me. Taylor-e Bepty
Hon. Mr. Taylor eald this wae the 

first Intimation the department of rail­
ways had received In regard to this 
matter. Had lt been brought to hla 
attention earlier he would have caused 
an Investigation to be made. In all 
contracts entered Int» hythe Canadien 
Northern contractors a clause appeared: 
to the effect that worker! employed 

j In and eb»ut construction must he paid 
similar wagaa to other laborers am- 
Ployed In the district. If there had 
been any Infringement It waa unknown 
to the department of railways. In re­
gard to hla answers to certain quei- 
tlona put by lb# gentleman opposite, 
they hed been supplied by the chief 
engineer of the department *nd he hed 
every reeeon- to believe they were cor­
rect.^ He could eeeure hie honorable 
friend that he would go into the mat­
ter thoroughly, end If he found that 
current wngea were not being paid he 
would certelnty Insist on It ae » duty 
of the governpient to ae# that they 
■jffijy grippe

■ •:

a
tdberet ItmW, Iteaeaun, |

Mr. Brewster eal<l that this was not 
entirely a new matter, aa the minister 
of railway» would lead the bouse to 
believe. While it might be true as re­
gards the Canadian Northern It certain 
was not true regarding other construc­
tion work on Vancouver Island; He 
could well remember is 1908, wh|n a, j 
bill regarding the exemption of certain 
railways from taxation was before the \ 
house, the government wss urged that j 
if the exeratplon were granted, at least 
a clause should be Inserted that In re­
turn for the prttHége thief railway 
companies should guarantee the pay­
ment of a certain rate of wages. It 
was also suggested that it be provided 
that no Orientals should be employed. 
This was mat by the premier with the 
statement that such a clause would 
lead to the dlsallowsnce of the act at 
Ottawa. It waa then proposed that 
the wages paid should be the current 
wages paid to white laborers only. 
This did .not suit the government 
either, but the premier said he would 
consent to Insert a fair wage clause 
to protect the laborer. A little later 
he (Mr. Brewster) went over the con­
struction work on Vancouver island and 1 
he found to his surprise that not only 
was a white man's wage not being paid, 
but the pay received waa meagre even 
for Orientals, and when 7$e a day wee 
taken out toy board it would leave 
them practically nothing. He had 
written a letter calling the attention 
of the government to this, and yet they 
found the government still complain­
ing that someone had not called their 
attention to this state of things and 
they expressed eurpriie now that their 
attention was being to the fact that 
current wages were aot being paid on 
the Canadian Northern. It showed 
they were not attending to the matter, 
and he considered that the explanation 
of the minister of railways was nbt 
satisfactory. , ” I . v

•tefe *i»y
Hon. Mr. McBride fald that lt must 

be quite patent to thb legislature that 
the motion under discussion waa more 
or lees Stage play. The member for 
Newcastle with Me usual aptitude to 
take advantage of anything that might 
secure for him publicity or notoriety 
had discovered that °» Vancouver Isl­
and the wages field certain laborers 
v-y .uol up ta the standard, and be 
must needs make a hero of himself on 
the floor of the house, so be let the 
time pass till the closing days of the 
month of January, then made his 
charge in solemn form with that de- 
liberation he seemed to possess In deal­
ing with matters of this kind. Tbs 
work had been going on for upwards 
of 12 months on Vancouver Island. 

It: there was a grievance there had 
ample time for the gentlemen op­

te .to present complaints to the 
ment so that an investigation 

would be forthwith made. If the gen­
tlemen opposite were sincere why hed 
they not brought this matter to the 
minister of railways or to himself be. 
fore this No time would then have 
been lost in prosecuting an Inquiry. 
But instead they allowed IS months to 
•kti>s*. and then In dramatic form 
launched their charge against the gov­
ernment. The most charitable criti­
cism that/ could be passed upon them 
was, that their insincerity had been 
proved by the pathetic manner In whleb | 
they had dealt with the question. If his 
friend from Newcastie, whose heart 
ble^ "for the workingmen, had beep 
sincere he would have come to the 
goverument *nd they would have lost 
no Unie in seeing that the current rate 
of wages he obtained.

Matter fos^eeagralaUtioa
“There has not,” he added, "been a 

complaint during <he whole of the time | 
that the work has been carried on either 
on the mainland or Island district, and 
It waa natural for the government te j 
assume that everyone was satisfied with 
what he waa receiving In return for his1 
labor. I feel It to be a matter for con­
gratulation that in this tremendous 
undertaking there had not been a com- g 
plaint In regard to these things."
uni iiiwwini n - ni -fc.
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led}

_____was cleared up. Of!
coj^i-paa^ps a Dominion undertak­
ing, but tMH.bèfore the house was pure­
ly a provincial affair, and if anything 
was wrong .the government would lose 
nd time In inquiring Into it. It was at 
least aatlq£B<ftbry to know that every i 
foot of thà jpanadlan Northern Pacific 
that had bean bargained for with the 
goveromanti'.was now under construc­
tion. and th* entire mileage would be 
completed within 21 months. In build­
ing from Bfltoionton west it was ex­
pected that the trackage would be at 

of the Rocky Mountains,! 
ndary of British Colum- 

, present year, so that if 
all the çlans were carried out they 
should have trains running over the

i in two years fiom date.
la Safe Custody

“Thmmember for Newcastle would 
lead the house to. believe," he added, 
"tîlat W lies awake at night shedding 
teare qvaf- their grievances, but ! want 
the workmen of this country to under­
stand that their wages in the hands of 
this administration are -in much safer 
custody than théy1 would be in the 
hands of -the member for Newcastle, 
and Jf our attenttbn Is called to any 
wrong, an investigation will be held ; 
without delay and the proper remedy 1 
applleà.^^U-ppftiûée.) :

Mr. Williams said be had never seen 
the prgjàiér in e worse position than 
op< thlaresolution. Though he would no 
more think of being over fair to the 
government than he would to a rattle­
snake. <he had. tf anything been over- 
fair to. them In this matter, he had : 
placid the resolution on the order paper 
two days ago, and previous to that had 
celle*! the attention of the minister of 
railways to it by a series of questions, 
wirt.'^ltil^lso mentioned the matter when 
the house opened. He did not pretend 
to elt up at night bothering about the 
workingmen, and if there was anyone 
fond of r grandstand play it was the 
honorable gentleman who had Just ac­
cused him of being deficient In his duty 
In not seeing that the government did 
what it was paid for. He would have 
thought that as one who sat up at night 
thinking about the workingmen, and had 
tears on tap for all occasions the mem- 
ijjjpwr Esquimau would have seen to j 
a‘matter that ébncerned his own dis-} 
tricâ. Instead, when at the opening of 
<$wipuaa he (Mr, Williams) had stated! 
thathyallway labours in Esquimau were ! 
being paid only $2.26 a day, that gen- 
t el man had been put up by the govern- ; 
$e*t to contradict him.

$fr. Jardine: "That Is not a statement 
qf'.fect. It ivas'done on my own inltia- 

and 'without; any suggestion from 
jirone else."

Williams said If that were so he 
not have admitted ft,' He con­

tinued that the minister of railways in 
faplylng to his questions the other day 
Jiad mis-stated .the position, and had 

him no other; option than to bring 
resolution before the house. The 

pUnlster for railways was being paid 
p#$0©0 a year to enforce the statutes i 
k|n this respect. d#d should earn his 

" ,ry. If the premier was as solicitous 
the welfare of the workingmen as 

pretended to he. It would not have 
n necessary to introduce the résolu-

Dn question being called the motion 
i defeated, only Messrs. Brewster and 
•thornthwaite supporting It.

Williams asked for names, in- 
rlng how many were necessary to ae- 
i the record.

The rules require three members," 
Speaker Eberts.

fell, that fixes It.” said Mr. Wlll- 
aubsldlng with a «mile.

There is every indication that the gov­
ernment Is fully alive to the future in­
dustrial and commercial possibilities in 
Victoria, and that whatever is the na­
ture of the partition of the former Song- 
hees Reserve will redound considerably 
to the advantage of the city. An early 
announcement of what it Is proposed 
doing may be expected. 1$ is safe to 
say that In the plans now under con­
sideration special regard is being given 
to the projected harbor improvements 
in the immediate vicinity. As already 
pointed out in the legislature no special 
privileges will be granted to railway, 
companies. It there has been some 4e- \ 
lay In an announcement of the govern­
ment's plans it Is because it has not 
oeen easy to arrange matters of such 
great importance without numerous con­
ferences, and the composing of differ­
ences between rival interesta We are; 
now In a position to say that \ery sat-! 
isfactory progress has been made with­
in the last few months, and that when 
the partition cf the reserve is announced 
thti government’s action will meet with 

j warm approval from the citizens as 
conducive to the best interests of Vic-
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m
Premier McBride Moves an 

Amendment to Naval Reso­
lution Which is Accepted by 
Mr. H. C. Brewster

'ÔÔtiWBIA

is Certain that Conjoint Dé­
cision of Federal Govern­
ment and Admiralty WHI be 
Acceptable to All

Thé outsuedlar feature of yester­
day's proceed!*®* I* parliament was 
the ilwtt Wt Interesting address by

S;i Premier McBride upon the text of Mr.
- Brewster's naval resolution. In the 

. cowee of which the First Minister elab­
orated his resaw for non-concur­
rence With certain portions of the mo­
tion ot the Liberal ttader, emphasised 

, the necessity for early and adequate 
action for the protection of the Brit­
ish Pacific seaboard, and In conclu- 
Mon offered am amendment which was 
seconded py the President of the Coun­
cil. iMplUri alternately that Mr. 
Brewster might possibly accept the 
amendment as his main msttsn This 
Wes eventually ■tful to by the mem­
ber for MfciWI upon condition that the 
resolution stand In his name, with the j 
Premier as a seconder—a compact ac­
ceptable te alt. The matter now stand* 
fh abeyance until Mr. Brewster again 
prenants hie motion. 1» its amended 
form. Mr. Williams, whose name had 
•Tintnelly appeared on the order paper 
âs seconder of Mr. Brewster's notion. 

ejftjftfta «objected to osnaMstnfcle quiet 
badinage from the Premier, based upon 
his apparent change of front in re- 

naval sad military. 
______ __ explain that he re­

ft# unconverted, hit seconding be- 
rnerely a courtesy to hi* neigh- 
from Albernl. necessitated by the j 

..«uie fufeft, which Insist oport all mo­
tions Being seconded—although, the 
mgmbar from Newcastle quietly sug- 
gested, under present conditions the 
House might be generous enough to 
waive the regulation. Mr. Hawthorn- 
thwaifcg was present ♦** the lobbies j 
during the afternoon, but has not yet 
taken his seat in the House.

deoidtets and Wavy

Premier McBride, continuing the de­
bate upon Mr. Brewster’s naval de­
fence resolution—adjourned upon the 
Prime Minister’s initiative several 
days ago—prefatorily congratulate the 
member for Albernl. and also partic­
ularly his colleague from Newcastle, 
on the Interest displayed by them, even 
thus early In the session, on so worthy 

ect a* thè naval defence of the 
... - -j Pacific eeaboard. In this in-.

' stance the member tor Newcastle had, 
somewhat contrary to his common 
practice, displayed a seal for thé well- 
being and safety of hie country unques­
tionably most refreshing to the mem­
bers of the legislature, as It doubt­
less would be also to hie constituents, 

irs of the House had been ac- 
I to quite another attitude ad- 

thè member for Newcastle, 
when in the preparation of 

insignificant appropria- 
’ed. running usually 
» a s* hundred dol-

rtfle associations of the service. On | 
such occasions, as a rule, the most bit­
ter opposition was offered by the hon­
orable membgl*. The House had. how­
ever. never given up hope that he might 
live to see the error of his ways and 
to recognise the duty of the Houfte In 
so far as it might consistently go In 
tha* direction, to «©courage and pro- 1 
mote along proper chenhele the fitting 
of the people of British Columbia for 
usefulness, if neoesspry. in their coun­
try’s defence. In the present case, 
while the member for Albernl had not 
seen fit, nor had the member for New­
castle. to make any suggestions with 
respect to national defence in so far 
aa the land forces were concerned, still | 
âll were pleased to und them both In ; 
this session of 111? so greatly concern­
ed as to what Is being done at Ottawa 
with a view to the provision of ade­

quate naval defence. And from the at­
titude these members now assumed, he 
took It tor granted that when the move­
ment for the perfection of the Cana­
dian navy secured its proper recogni­
tion, In the forefront of national de­
fence proposals, these members would 
be found enunciating and supporting 
a strenunous, patriotic policy that 
would measure up to the requirements 
of the situation.

Vo Criticism Then 
He felt that It was but right to spec­

ially congratulate the member for New. 
castle upon the evidence offered for 
his change of heart With respect to 
the position taken by bis friend the 
leader of the Liberal opposition—his 
friend, the Liberal opposition—he re­
called that whenever the naval policy 
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier was under con­
sideration the member for Albernl had 
never any doubt aa to the superlative 
wisdom of the great Liberal chieftain 

• and the policy for which he stood. He 
bad had no criticism to offer—no com­
plaint to make, in so far as the Liberal 
programme in connection with the es­
tablishment of the Canadian navy was 
concerned. On the contrary, there was 
nothing he could say too good, too 
strongly commendatory for the Liber­
al naval policy of the day. The people 
of British Columbia had thought that 
programme Insufficient, they had been 
unable to agree with Sly Wilfrid Lau- 

Agrler and with his supporter the mem­
ber for Albernl, that the purchase of 
ithe ’’Rainbow” and her subsequent dls- 

- position as headquarters vessel on this 
jeoast were In any way adequate in 
the provision of a sufficient fighting 
[force on the British Pacific seaboard. 
jThe people of British Columbia had 
jbeen told that the "Rainbow” was pur­
chased and intended primarily for use 
merely as a training ship, and that 
'while she had been practically taken 
ifrom the naval scrapheap at home in 
the Old Land she was the most suit­
able vessel available for the purpose 
had In view by the government In Its 
first efforts toward the establishment 
of naval defences on this coast.

j The people of British Columbia had ! 
also been naturally more concerned as 
to the part that would be played by 
the new Canadian navy In the event of 
war Involving the Motherland, and It 
was found by the Hansard that by no 

! procedure and under no conditions 
| would the Canadian navy come in co­
operation with the Imperial navy. Sir 
Wilfrid when questioned as to this 
found himself unable to give the Con- 

• servatlves of Canada that -full and 
frank explanation of this feature of 

i his policy as generally characteristic 
j of hie pronouncements on such occa- 
J slons. All would remember too with 
, what surprise it was learned that no 
i satisfying answer was forthcoming 
j when It had been as, if, in case of war, 
j Canadian vessels and British warships 

’ ! were In close touch, the Canadian ships 
I would toe obliged |q g&back <*ders 
from the Canadian authorities.,or would 
they stand by the ships of Britain and 
fight with them under the Union Jack?

The whole thing as enunciated and 
expounded was a monstrous absurdity, 
and the position taken by the Liberal

I leader and party In no way tenable. The 
Conservatives had challenged the wis­
dom and the sufficiency of that naval 
policy. In the first place became the 

taken thereunder

f
was notoriously Insufficient and failed 
to provide for the assembling in these 
Waters of an efficient fighting force; j 
and in the second there was a lack of j 
that essential co-operation and cohe- j 
•Ion between the Canadian and the Im­
perial authorities absolutely essential 
iln the event of war. The position ta­
ken by the governments of Australia 
and New Zealand went much farther 
than any te be hoped for from the ex- j 
planatlbn and pronouncements from \ 
the Liberal benches at Ottawa.

Am Obsolete Vary

Beside purchasing the **Ntobe" and 
the "Rainbow," it wan proposed In the 
naval arrangements of Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier to devote a very considerable 
sum from the federal treasury toward 
the construction of new Canadian ves­
sels, year by year, so that eventually 
Canada might be able to claim pro­
prietorship over a decent-sized navy. I 
Since the change in government the j 
people of Canada had had very recently ! 
from the new minister of marine. Hon. gg 
Mr. Hasan, a very specific statement 9 
to the effect that expert advice taken 
by him condemned the policy ot his 
predecessor In office on the practical 
ground that, following out that policy, 
by the time it waa carried out the only 
result attainable would be the assem­
bling of a number of vessels a maj­
ority of which would necessarily be 
obsolete, out of date and of no fight­
ing efficiency.

This statement of Hon. Mr. Hazen | 
and the eourse of the government gen­
erally since the assumption of office I 
attested the sincerity and genuine­
ness of Rt Hon. Mr. Borden and his 
colleagues in the deelre to perfect the 
Canadian naval policy, and this was 
quite what was to have been expected 
from them. Such a matter was not 
capable of determination In a day. The 
new government had been In office 
but a abort time—only three or four 
months—but as soon as time permitted 
it might be depended upon to enunci­
ate and carry forward a policy of an 

• efficient Canadian navy and relieve 
ithe tension now obtaining on both the 
Pacific and Atlantic seaboards of Can­
ada.

Bothlng Too good
In attempting to bring about ade­

quate naval defence, he asked, why 
should Canada stop short of having the 
most modern, most powerful, thorough- 
ly efficient warships, the very last 
word in naval equipment If It was 
essential that Great Britain have such 
craft why not equally for Canada? If 
the "Rainbow” waa regarded as not 
good enough to retain a place in the 
active list of the British navy, she was 
In his opinion not good enough for the 

: Canadian navy. In view of the far- 
reaching Importance of the right devel­
opment of Canadian naval policy, and 
In view of the pronouncement made by 
the minister as to his inteentions and
hls determination, fair opportunity 1 
should be given Mr. Borden and hls 
government to fraCme and perfect their 
naval policy before offering criticisms 
without proper warrant, or taking ac­
tion which would be regarded as at 
least precipitate.

Therq wa» no question as to Canada's 
financial ability to provide her own 
navy ; she need no longer go as a sup­
pliant to the Old Country for protec­
tion of this nature. He thought that 
Canadians might confidently expect, 
when the new administration had had 
opportunity to confer with the Admir­
alty, to witness the consummation of a 
naval policy creditable to the Domin­
ion and alike acceptable to Liberals 
and Conservatives. As true and loyal 
Canadians, all should look upon this 
question -from the broad, patriotic, na­
tional standpoint and he sincerely 
hoped that It might be taken out of 
politics altogether and placed on a , 
higher plane. It would be well for the 
House ot Commons to grapple with 1 
this question of the establishment of j 
the Canadian navy independent alto- j 
«ether of political differences.

We on the Coast must naturally at 
times experience some slight Irritation 
some sense of impatience with those 
of the other provinces In their apathy

I
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The Amendment
j He proposed to offer an amendment 
| to the resoutlon as presented to the 
I house by the opposition leader. He 
! found no fault with the gentleman op­

posite tot the course he had taken, but 
in view of the fact that the govern­
ment at Ottawa had but newly taken 
up its responsibilities, it was but right 
and fair that it should have opportun­
ity to shape Its plans and enunciate 
them before precipitate criticism or, 
suggestion was offered. The house 
might well emphasize, however, its re­
cognition of the urgency of the case, ^ 
and Iris amendment would be taken as 
evidence of the earnestness of the peo- 

i pie of this province to see something
done and In a fitting degree, with re­
gard to the protection of our Pacific 
seaboard. The amendment, seconded 
by the president of the council, was as 
follows:

That all the words in the resolution 
after the word “coast" In the second 
paragraph be struck out, and the fol­
lowing words be substituted therefor:

"And whereas the government of Cun- ; 
ada has decided that any scheme of 
naval defence, to be effective, must be 
by co-operation with the mother coun­
try and the other parts of the Em-

■‘Therefore, be it resolved, th*t the. 
Dominion government be urged that, in 
view of the great importance for the 
immediate and adequate protection of 
the Pacific Coast of Canada, the ques­
tion of naval defence be considered at 
the earliest possible date:

“And be It further resolved, that his 
honor the Lieutenant-Governor be re­
quested to Jforward a copy of the reso­
lution as amended to the honorable the 
secretary of state at Ottawa."

It might be, Hon. Mr. McBride ob­
served in conclusion, that the member 
for Alberni might find it possible to 
re-cast his original resolution along the 
lines of the amendment, or even adopt 
the amendment. If so and his zealous 
colleague from Newcastle were of kin­
dred opinion, the resolution could then 
p«ss with unanimity. And if what he k 

,,had predicted as to the course of the 
government at Ottawa were not re­
deemed by events within a few months 
he would himself be found with his j 
friend from Alberni pressing this mat­
ter to the front, for most sincerely ; 
appreciated the general defire of Brit- ; 
ieh Columbia for an efficient navy cap­
able of protecting the coastline of this 
province.

A Matter of Courtesy
Mr. Barker Williams followed the 

Premier in what was primarily a mat­
ter of explanation, the text being the 
seconding of the resolution presented 
by Mr. Brewster. The Premier, he ob­
served, had given him too much credit 
for a change of front, and this as­
sumption had been echoed by the 
newspaper press. As a fact, he had* 
experienced no change of heart as sug­
gested, his seconding of the resolution, 
having been merely a courtesy to 
Mr. Brewster, necessitated, if the reso- 

- lutlon were to be brought before the 
house, by the legislative rules. With 
but one Liberal and one Socialist in 
the chamber reciprocal accommoda­
tions became necessary if either was 
to introduce a motion or initiate any 
business in parliament—for neither 
had as yet gone td a. Conservative for 
favors. The rule requiring a seconder 
•was not common to. all parliaments, 
and he suggested that unde; present, 
circumstances the house might well | 
see its way to waive It 

As for the naval question he still 
held the position of being in no way 
in sympathy with the principles of 
militarism in whatever form it might 
be presented. Yet he fully appreciat­
ed the worth of British institutions and 
hoped to see the continuance of the 
British empire—and of its naval and 
hitlitary strength so long as these were 
necessary "for the security of that em­
pire. But what was. £he situation to­
day? These two great civilised na­
tions England and Gerniany were rush­
ing as fast as possible towards finan­
cial bankruptcy through their respect­
ive endeavors to outvie one another in 
the matter of naval strength. The 
whole course of the two was most in- 
consistent, for the crux of the naval 
question as latterly illustrated l?y ! 
Great “Britain and Germany was that 
there was no finality possible. The 
one built great battleships and the 

ier produced some expert who intro? j 
new feature renderin

Thé struggle for naval supremacy 
was such that no „one in either country 
could see the end; they could see no 
further than the day, almost, the.mo­
ment. The only escape from 
the mad militarism of Eur­
ope, In his opinion, was to be 
hoped for through one or other of the 
rival nations exhausting its resources. 
Were it not for this militarism pov­
erty' would perhaps be unknown, for 
certainly were the moneys spent, in 
pursuit of military dominance devoted ||| 
to the amelioration of the conditions of 
the poor, want and poverty might be 
banished.

Sxoites Mis Contempt
In regard to the Canadian naval 

question more particularly, he held 
that it had been considerably over­
played for political ends. It; was a 
species of flag-waving, exciting his 
contempt, and a notable feature in 
connection with It was Its frequently 
obvious Insincerity. Those who were 
loudest in shdutlng th'ëlïr patriotism 
from the housetops too frequently were 
the last to illustrate it in their deeds.
He noted in this connection that one 
of the most luaty-lunged champions of 
naval preparation against foreign war 
was Mr. Bell-Irvlng of. Vancouver, the 
gentleman who had introduced Japan­
ese labor as a dominant factor In the 
British Columbia fishing industry. It 
was all very well for the Premier to i 
suggest that the Question should be 
taken out of politics—now that his 
party had got in—but there was no 
suggestion that this was the proper 
course so long as a contest wras pend­
ing and the naval programme an at­
tractive cry wherewith to win votes. 
The desire to see the question remov­
ed from politics was possibly as sincere 
as Mr. Bell-Irving's wordy patriotism. 
For his own part he would be glad in­
deed to see Great Britain have a navy 
here so strong that it should be a per­
petual guarantee of peace—So strong 
that any other nation would realize at 
the outset that there was no advant­
age to be gained in going against it 

It was said that a strong navy was 
the best guarantee of a continuance of 
peace. That meant that if a man had a 
club big enough he could keep his neigh- | 
bor away and do as he liked with him, 
but there was nothing to prevent a 
neighbor getting just as big a club and 
fighting it out. He considered the rapid 
spread of Socialism the surest guaran- | 
tee of international peace today, because : 
it was an International movement. War 
between Norway and Sweden had been 
prevented because the Socialists in those 
countries in a recent crisis had refused 
to fight. Before the w’ar with Italy, 
Turkey had also appealed to the inter-1 
national Socialist executive. If the 
workmen refused to fight there wôùld 
soon be no war, since the men of the 
cities and professions sickened at the 
emell of gunpowder. In Germany the 
Socialists in the late elections sent 116 
members to the Bteichstag. This was 
peculiarly significant since thèse 116 
represented slÿty per cent, of the Ger­
man people, conclusive evidence that- 
the international Socialist movement 
is growing, to become the greatest pos­
sible guarantee of the world'* peace,

Mr. H. C. Brewster 
Mr. Brewster held that it seemed im- 

Possible for the premier to get politics j 
out of his make-up in discussing a re- ji 
solution of this kind. He hsd also** 

^heaped ridicule on the member for New­
castle because he had seconded the mo­
tion. it looked as if he wanted no opt\

* ■ Jüoose at all. As. thet4 
hot be grit before the*

- seconder, it would be J 
graceful thing on the part of the pre- V| 

jmier if he woxild allow one of his sup- 
I Porters to second them in order that 
îui .*m,ght b* di,cu«s«<l- Instead of, 

jtngt he accused the member for New- % 
,cyie' 5ho seconded a motion, out > 
vf courtesy, of facing about and coming 

j house a changed man. If there h
anybody who changed about it was 

the premier himself, who took one post- ; 
tion In the country and another on the 
floor of the house. Speaking in Vic­
toria in March, 1910, he had said that 
something should be done about a navy, 
and done at once. Now he had reversed 
hiAP°®u,0P ln order that Jie might have
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ooly - in*
battle.

» «In* at,*l« political opponent*. Mr. 
r Borden I* the House of Common* at 

Ottawa had also Said In Mircli. 1*11. 
that It was the Immediate duty of the 
house t* place at-«he disposal of the 

e,i •tttlsh government a sufficient sum to 
■M ™14 two Oreadnoughta. Tet now they 

, found the premier of British Columbia 
‘’*1 counselling hesitation and delay. He 

1 had also hinted that he (Mr. Brewster)
I had brought this motion In at the In- 
I hthhce of some persona, who wished, to 
1 #®hatra*a the government at Ottawa.
, In that he was entirely mistaken.. ,* he 
j ^ brought It tn at his own Instance, 
i and had oonsulted nobody. The pre­

mier said that he wished to have the 
r ™*,,er '*h«n out of polities, and he 
; wou'd take him at his word, since they 

saw the premier bending his knee to the 
Nationalist power at Ottawa, Which 

: «wmsd also to have spread to British 
•..?• : Columbia, he illr. Brewster) would con- 

o*"1 *• withdraw hip resolution If the 
^premier would agree that he should 

■H ssovs the amendment and the premier 
SB "*cond It. It might at least place upon 
' 'ho ^govcrnment at Ottawa the respon- 

58 •■blllty of consideration for their re- 
. ’ Quest for defences on the Pacllc coast 

Woal* Move Secede*
■ , that had the
-W* *****ra,a at the lwt election adopted 
• aueh a policy as was proposed by the 

1 > ™em*>er for Albeml. the result might
hnve been different; but while the other - 
Dominions of the Empire were doing {

V: ^hat <^>uld to assist the mother- .
à land ,n th« h°ur of peril, they had ' 

found that the Liberal government at 1 i 
M °lllUfl had «be suggestion that

P the Dominion should contribute from 
. ; $20,000,000 to $2l.teo.Me from Its treaa- 

ury to help the British government in 
j creatln* a unit In the Pacific

oc**n- W the member for Alberel had 
thought at the last election as he <U*

. he should have seceded from hlrj
f party. It Wae now refreshing to And 

' .I, lh,s twodlotlon In favor of a fleet unit 
coming from the attenuated Liberal 

'ssâ repf‘eeen,ation ,n the house. He did not 
this in a deprecatory manner as he 

greatest respect fér the ifiem- 
Bg ^ Albeml. but It was a pity that 

- they had not been able to size up pub- 
i^tîIc t>f>ln,on ltl their OwnAranks earlier. 

Nom that the member rnr

I

had
was

( - — — —-*■ cai
, Ko*l I but. the member ftlr Alberkl 

•dopted the Conservative policy he «.. 
*ry-“* to get the house to express an 

. opinion, before, the government respon­
sible had an opportunity to formulate 
Ha policy. It could only he Intended to 
embarrass that government. He would 
“•* hour it said that the Conservatives 
of Canada had ever been derelict In any 
wny upon this subject. It was the Con. 
aorvativee who bad Aral raised their 
voice* In calling for assistance W 
Great Britain In the Boer war; It 

-il tit* Conservatives who had proposed to 1 
contribute from Itl tH.IM to llt.m- 
M» to assist Great Britain In her more 
recent hour of peril, and they might be 
sure that the policy to be followed by 
them now would be consistent will) their 
past acts, sad make for the greater 
»»*«ty of Canada.

fte took Issue with the member for 
Newcastle In eeflhg that whin one 
nation »iad math another In navy build- 
H>g It lass wasted money. The men 
employed In building those chips reeHv- 

wages, and the money wgg dla- 
Nor did he agree that It was 

.waritihgmen who fought the 
the country While the major 

Pcriton might he recruits from thesgrl- 
•(' cultural and laboring classes, It was 
. net lees true that at a social club In 

London during the Boer war In one 
evening, three hundred had enroll*./ 
themselrei for war. The member for 

J Newcastle was also Indiscreet In hie 
'j •'«‘muent that tits socialist movement 
v »•» making far peace. • Instead It was • 

making for unrest and trouble, angj 
■! "•« mseees ef the people lotoj

■i ‘blnfctng that they were living under' 
wrong dondltlone at a time when high,1
*'**•* w,re b»<ng paid and condition*
were good.
♦AI!|,lL?lr *cBrlde "*,a he had no with 
to deprive 4be member for Albeml of 
the credit of moving the amendment that 
hr (tbe premier) had proposed, fr the 
house was content they could eliminate 
the Maint resolution and amendment.

l»ce the latter aa a new reeo-

*2?ïJSS£Z,m£ ?bin intrMÏs;'*r
1 n,w rmeiethm. the 

oaoortun.ty to SSL??* °f

•s^r.r-ùttîÏÏ
allenrilonl1" ofR^i, preeenlefl a return of I 
Uoi lê of îiLSîSr .r*eerv,e under see-f 
non so of the I4nd Aet. Petitions »■» •

,h*r,,r •* ,T.n
With 1,1,1 ,n rvpaaetlenrrZ Tsr ̂ ss&s^rjssx rprivai* bill te Incorpera.a the city of S.|m£„

dseettane sad Aaswm.
1 »ïrW,,îr *",M ,h* Blnlater of laod.
1. Hon many acres of lend have

«JMm.Pt.d in IMg m jS!|.*T

2. How many acres of land have boon '•

Ytt/ÏS ,0 ""a. how many acres . of land have h*«„1 iMMîtii? ar" •*ih

4. How many acres of land have b#«m

Hon. Mr. floes replied: 
and aîlaai!,,' °f r*COn)» »«u*d

1»05. 1SÎ.6M acres: lfOf. HI.740 acres 
I* >8. 246.000 acres; 1009. 259.200 acres; T ' 
1*10. *27,810 acres; !»10. «7.840 acres; 
»»tl. *11.280 acres.

2— 1*16. lOotai acres; 1*00. *«.••* acres;.
1M«. 2IKI50 acres: 1*00.' 181.311 acres;
}!•?• 1»10> . 2.060.1 T1 acres;
1*11. *18,00* acres.

3— 1905, 41.000 acres; 1*00. «5.000 acres;! 
1*07. 50.000 acres; 1*04, «5.663 acres; 1*09 
00.280 acres; 1*10, 6*141 acres; 1*11, if*..
085 acres. ;

4— 1905, 94.15* aères; 1*00. 375.145 acres;
1*07. 531.41* acres: 1*68. 101.224 scree; 1*0». 
2!!î?î etre*' !**••■ tOM« scree; 1*11. 
*94.215 acres. '

6—The rlaaslOcatlen of land, l, not given '
In the Ciown grants, and would have to 
be extracted from the district registers.

0—1*0», I14l.l1t.03; 1H0. fit*. 1*1 .*2 ; 
1907. «03.49C.S1; 110*. t548.004.04; 1*1#
*2.615,188.75 ; 1*11. «2,4*1.231.3*.

Mr. Williams aaked the Minister of Rail-

, What r*tes of wages are paid to rock- 1 
drillers and laborers, respectively, on the 
Kettle River Valley railway construction?

3. What is the lowest rate of wages paidon above work? P °
Hon. Mr. Taylor replied:
\ J^edr,,,*r*’ ,S 7#: ,abwera. |J *#. {

Before the close of the sitting the Prlnee 
Rupert agreement ratification bill wae ad- 

wm "rob*b,r
___ : ... ...——___

In the courue of hla speech at the 
| Kress Gallery dinner Mr. McBride laid 
] fii cat stress upon the progress which Is . 
j assured, humanly speaking, to British 
] Columbia during the next four years.
| Gur own convictions are that It Is tm- 
! possible to measure what tlils progtess 

be, unless unforeseen circumstances I 
a arise. We venture,* however, to suggest | 

that among other things we will see i 
within that time the much talked-of rail j 
connection with the Mainland well on 

| tbe way towards completion. What this 
,• will mean to Victoria each of our read­

ers can Judge, but we venture to say 
that none of them will put the result- 

| ins advantages at too high a figure, 
j We are not now speaking with any 

knowledge of any railway policy, which 
I Mi. McBride may have In contempla- 
$ tien, when we say that nothing can stop 
| the making of that connection at an 
! early day, except- a period of prolonged 
] business disaster. The transportation 
I I» eo developing that this connection 
j will be made beyond any doubt. We are 

uulte prepared to believe that if any of 
j the railway chiefs were asked about It,
| th®y would refuse to admit the sound- 

ni?*e of lh,e Proposition; but that is a 
railway men have. They never ttfh 

jiJ^U^bJ^wfcat..they.fcftye.Jn the back 
of their heads, and this is good busl- 

, '■} ness, for It Is a good plan for people In 
any line of activity to keep their ultt- 

. j mate plans to themselves, 
j But we are going to have the Bute

"J: .rtae „ h.

^ Inlet railway, and we are going to have 

. the Seymour Narrows bridge. At Aral 
the conaectlon will he by car-terry, and 
It la going to be veyy satisfactory. Our

M It will he rajsjgt
! I '“mlS;

tftgbt he u. 
taisant et the

only fear on this
ena •- «at

alruetlon

dnnald away back In 1IÎ8, and she IT 
going to become the ocean terminus of 
the transcontinental system of railways, 

j Before four years have passed matters 
will have au far progressed that even 

j the moat extreme of the "doubting 
Thomases" of today will be running 
around and telling people: "1 told you

January 31, 1»12

The naval question, brought before 
the Legislature by Mr. Brewster, has 

— been disposed of In a very satisfactory 
manner, the member from Albeml ap­
pearing to accept the Premiers 
amendment. There is really no differ­
ence of opinion among the people on 
this subject, that Is. excluding what 
we believe is a small minority, which 
has not learned ae yet to appreciate 
the necessity of naval defense. We 
took no exception to the views present­
ed by Mr. Brewster, and we do not 
think the most ardent Liberal will find 

jany fault with those expressed by Mr. 
i McBride. Individually, we may hold 
-strongly certain ideas as to the form 

: which Canadian naval policy ought to 
assume, but pending the contemplated 
consultation between the Minister of 

.jMarine and the First Lord of the Ad- 
mI rally, it would seem to be premature 
for the Legislature to place Itaelf on 

J record tn respect to any details. The 
Inew resolution-will have no uncertain 

j meaning and as It will voice the senti- 
‘ ’inents of practically the whole Legls- 
: jlature. It will leave no doubt upon any 

one’s mind as to where British Colum- 
v jbla stands on this vital question, or 

'as to the opinions of the people of this 
"province as to the importance of the 
adequate defense of the Pacific coast.

On Naval Defense the Colonist has 
I taken its own course quite irrespective 
of the attitude of its political friends 

‘Xior those to whom it was politically 
"•opposed. It has felt that upon this 
jnew issue, upon the proposal that Can- 

4a«la should take a share of the burden 
Si Of imperial defense, there ought to be 
. - a full and frank expression of opinion.

Irrespective as far as possible of party 
r:?7 affiliations. Therefore of the policy of 

Sir Wilfred Laurier as far as it went,
-j "Çe expressed approval, but we also ex- 

! pressed the opinion that it did not go 
far enough. We did not hesitate to say 
that something was accomplished In 
the right direction when Parliament 
had stated in. the most solemn terms 
kjnown to our institutions that Canadi­
ans must assume a new responsibility, 
neither did we hesitate, to say that the 
measure of the rsponsibillty as set 

U forth In the naval programme of Sir 
Wilfred Laurier was not equal to the 

: 'j necessities of the case or to the dignity 
n*nd the Importance of the Dominion. 
We have throughout taken the position 
that in the policy as presented by the 
Liberal Prime Minister there was no 
adequate recognition of the Importance 
of the defense of the Pacific coast or' 
of the necessity of Canadian co-opera­
tion In the maintenance .qf British na- 

'€] val prestige in the waters of the Pa- 
cjfic.

S Holding these ylfwe, which we think 
H the Colonist was, if we are not mistak­

en. the first to express, we ftave only 
unqualified approval of the remarks 
made by Mr. McBride yesterday, aj»d J we are very glad indeed that a way has 

I been discovered whereby Conservatives 
and Liberals can rtand on common 

J ground In res. oct to what wc look up- 
| on as an Issue of the first importance.

... '^1


