


Purpose of Transvestia
The cus toms and a t t i tu d e s  of our socie ty  whi le  re cog­

n iz in g  and a l lowing gre at  f r eedom  to the fema le  in the 
express ion of the m ascu l ine  side of her pe rsona l i ty  are 
l a rg e ly  b lind to and repress ive  toward the male  who dis­
covers the fe min ine  aspect  of his t o t a l  Self. Feminine  
express ion in the male  does not irrply sexual  d ev ia t ion .  
This m ag az in e  is d ed ica ted  to the needs of the sexually  
norm al  i n d iv id u a l  who has d i scovered the ex i s t an ce  of 
his or her "other  s ide" and seeks to express i t .

TRANSVESTIA, there fo re  is published by, for, and 
about  t r ansves t i t e s  to provide them with:

ENTERTAINMENT--EDUCATION--EX PRESS ION
by means  of f i c t ion ,  a r t i c l e s  of opinion,  t rue experiences  
e t c .  . I t ’s purpose is to help i t ' s  readers  to promote:

UNDERSTANDING--ACCEP T ANCE-- PE ACE OF MIND
It ' s  pol icy  is to l i m i t  i ts scope of coverage and in te re s t  
to the f ie ld  of the he t rosexua l  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  Without 
condem na t io n  or j u d g em en t  of any kind the f ields of 
ho m osexua l i ty ,  bondage,  punishment ,  fe t ish ism and 
d o m in a t io n  are l ef t  to others to develo p .

TRANSVESTIA has, and wi ll  con t inue  to serve as a 
means  of gat he r ing  in fo rm a t io n  in i ts chosen f ie ld and to 
aid,  by any means a v a i l a b l e ,  the d is sem inat ion  of know­
ledge  of the f ield  to fur ther  the unders tanding of i t  by 
ps ych ia t r i s t s ,  psychologis ts ,  socio logis ts ,  lawyers ,  j u r ­
ists and po l i ce  o f f i c i a l s .

Lonel iness ,  fear and sel f  condemnat ion  have too long 
been the lot  of the t r an s v e s t i t e .  It is hop^d that  TRANS­
VESTIA can,  through knowledge and sharing with others,  
br ing se l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and happiness .

" When you make the two one.  . . and when you make the  
MALE AND THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE O N E . . .  then 
shal l  you en te r  the kingdom" A "saying of Jes us” from 
the "Gospel  According to Thomas" .
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by J u l i e  (43-P-2)  FPE

Having read and re-read a l l  
the fabulous s to r ie s  of a l l  the 
Cover G ir ls ,  l i t t l e  did I r e a l i z e  
that one day my story  might be 
among them. The f i r s t  thought 
th at  enters my mind i s  that they  
a l l  had such wonderful s t o r ie s  to 
t e l l  that who would be in tere s ted  
in  mine. In fa c t  ju s t  a l i t t l e  
over a year or so ago I had not 
knowingly met or corresponded 
w ith  another TV or FP l e t  alone  
dared the thought of t e l l i n g  any­
one about m yself .  I guess I was one 
o f  the many thousands who were or 
are scared to revea l that they are 
TV's or FP's. A lo t  has happened 
during th is  period of time but I 
guess we should f i r s t  go back to 
the beginning to s t a r t .

I f i r s t  saw the l i g h t  of  day 
th ir ty -n in e  years ago as the o ld e s t  
of three sons. Each time my parents  
had hoped for a g i r l  but were not 
so b le s se d .  They were so expecting  
a g i r l  that my grandparents had 
sen t a lo ck et  for a present when 
I was born. My parents d id n 't  think  
i t  proper for a boy baby to have i t  
so they returned i t .  Of course I
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T ia fu m tia ,

do not remember the f i r s t  years o f  my l i f e  but i t  a l -  
ways t h r i l l e d  me to see sev era l  p ic tu res  o f  myself a t  
about a year of age wearing a dress and w ith  my hair  
long. A fter  that I guess I dressed as any l i t t l e  boy 
did except that my mother would not buy me a pair of  
long pants u n t i l  I entered high sch oo l .  I entered high  
school a t  the tender age of tw elve, having skipped two 
grades and graduated a t  f i f t e e n .  I had no trouble with  
my grades but being two years younger than my c l a s s ­
mates l e f t  me l e s s  adept a t  p h ys ica l  a c t i v i t i e s  than 
they. I d on 't  know whether th is  helped in f lu en ce  the 
fa c t  but for as long as I can remember I had wished 
that I had been born a g i r l .  I t  seemed that g i r l s  got  
to  do a l l  the things that I wished I could do and was 
forbidden to do and the boys were always doing the 
rough th ings th at  I d id n 't  want to do or wasn't p h y s i­
c a l l y  able to do as w e l l .  During these ear ly  years my 
n ig h t ly  prayers always ended with the pharse, "Please  
God make me in to  a g i r l . "  Not being f u l l y  aware o f  the 
sexual d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i t  was not u n t i l  I was q u ite  old 
th a t  I r e a l iz e d  th is  was not p o s s ib le .  In those days 
I b e l iev ed  that I was the only person a l iv e  who f e l t  
the way I d id .

I soon found m yself dressing  in  my mother's 
c lo th e s  whenever the opportunity presented i t s e l f ,  
th at  i s ,  whenever I thought I wouldn't be caught. I 
remember on sev e ra l  occasions ta lk in g  my brothers in ­
to g e t t ig g  dressed up a l s o ,  " ju s t  to see what we looked 
l ik e ."  Whether th is  led them to any TV tend en cies ,  I 
do not know as I have never d iscussed  myself or TV with  
them.

One evening during my f i r s t  year of high school  
my parents were in v i t e d  to a "turnabout Party". This 
thought t h r i l l e d  me no end. My mother made a dress for 
my fa ther  to wear to the party. I t  had a red s k ir t  
w ith  a white peasant blouse and a f te r  i t  was over I 
s e c r e t ly  took i t  out and kept i t  for sev era l  years 
wearing i t  and some underthings I managed to accumu­
l a t e ,  whenever the occasion  presented i t s e l f .  As I 
had my own room with  an ou ts id e  door, the occasion  
for d ress in g  soon came every n ig h t ,  and a f t e r  every one 
was in  bed would s l i p  out and walk around. About th is  
time I came in to  the p o sse s s io n  of an old sewing
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machine which I  kept in  the storeroom o f f  the garage, 
and was soon sewing my own costumes and making my own 
jew elery .  Carman Miranda was q u ite  popular a t  the time 
and I made a two p iece  o u t f i t  to resemble h e r ' s .  I was 
wearing th is  costume one evening when my mother barged 
in to  my room and caught me. She wanted to see  in  more 
d e t a i l  what I  had on but I  jumped in  bed and pulled  the 
covers over me. She tr ie d  to p u l l  the covers o f f  but 
I  refused to l e t  her and somehow she gave up and l e f t .
I  r e a l l y  tr ie d  to be more ca re fu l  a f t e r  that but s t i l l  
had a l o t  o f  c lo s e  c a l l s .

I  vent to c o l l e g e  w hile  s t i l l  l i v in g  a t  home and 
on sev era l  occasions went to  c la s s  with  my l in g e r ie  on 
under my boy c lo th e s .  My, how I used to worry about 
somebody s lapping me on my back and d iscovering  I had 
a bra on, but i t  d id n 't  happen. I served in  the army 
during World War 11, so had to g e t  r id  of a l l  my things  
before I l e f t .  The only chance I  got to dress during 
th is  time was when I was home on leaves and then ju s t  
in  my mother's c lo th es  when she wasn't around. My 
fa ther was in  the s e r v ic e  a lso  so I did not have to 
worry about him being around. After the war I went 
away to c o l l e g e  and soon found myself c o l l e c t in g  a 
wardrobe again. I  remember on one occasion  my fr a te r n i ty  
entered a comical f l o a t  in  a parade and wanted some 
o f the members to take the part of g i r l s  on i t .  In the 
past I  had always refused to take a g i r l ' s  part,  act ing  
l ik e  I wouldn't be caught dead dressing  up l ik e  a g i r l .  
But th is  time I j u s t  decided I would volunteer myself.
At f i r s t  they sa id  that they had enough "g ir ls"  for the 
f l o a t  but when I to ld  them that a g ir l f r ie n d  had a l ­
ready go tten  me the c lo th es  they said  okay. Of course 
the c lo th es  were my own which I had kept w e ll  hidden, 
as I l iv ed  in  the f r a te r n i ty  house. The f l o a t  went r ig h t  
up the main s t r e e t  of town and was seen by many thou­
sands of people and I enjoyed every minute of i t .

While in c o l le g e  I became engaged to a lo v e ly  g i r l  
and a f te r  graduation we were married. Before the wedding 
I destroyed everything assuming that marriage would 
end my TV d e s ir e s .  But as we a l l  now know I was mis­
taken, for my w ife  would go v i s i t  her fo lk s  f a i r l y  
o f te n ,  and during these  periods I found myself dressing  
again. I rigged up my camera and took quite  a few p ic -
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tures of myself in  various costumes. Some were bathing  
s u i t  shots and I had them developed commercially and 
never was a q uestion  ra ised  about the id e n t i ty  of the 
g i r l  in  them.

During the Korean War I was r e c a l le d  to a c t iv e  
duty with  the Air Force. I  th erefore  destroyed these  
p ic tu res  and other th ings I  had accumulated in  order 
th at  they would not be found. My w ife  accompanied me 
and w ith  a new camera and developing o u t f i t ,  we took 
many p ic tu res  o f  each o ther . Several times we decided  
to take some joke p ic tu res  of each other . I  suggested  
we ought to take one o f  me made up as a g i r l  which we 
did . I la te r  suggested we do i t  again and she did not 
take to the idea so I  did not bring i t  up again. But 
I  did take some m yself when she was not around, and 
one evening she d iscovered that my legs  were shaved.
I made the excuse I j u s t  wanted to see how i t  f e l t  
(as i f  I  d id n 't  know) and she made me promise not to 
do i t  again. I'm a fra id  I  broke i t ,  times too numerous 
to count. Also at th is  time the s to ry  came out about 
the now famous "C hrist ine ."  Her story  r e a l ly  fasc in ated  
me as I guess i t  did every other TV in  the country. And 
what luck , she came to a lo c a l  theater  on a personal 
appearance tour with  the f i lm  she made and my w ife was 
game to to see  her. So we s a t  on the front row and 
r e a l l y  did enjoy i t .  After th a t ,  q u ite  a few a r t i c l e s  
appeared about TS' s and I saved every one. Of course my 
w ife  did not know I d id , and I la te r  destroyed most of  
them when we moved in to  a new house.

One day in 1954, about a year a f t e r  I got o f f  
a c t iv e  duty, I  ran across an ad in Photography Magazine 
for a new book on "Femme Mimics" by E. Carlton Winford 
that was being published in  D a lla s ,  Texas. The ad d es­
cr ibed i t  as "A p ic t o r i a l  record of female impersonation" 
so I knew I had to have i t .  Well you might have known, 
when I got  home one day my w ife  had already opened the 
package and r e a l ly  got on me for ordering i t .  Well I 
had to think f a s t  and I sa id  that I read an ad that  
o ffered  an "unusual book" for sa le  and that I did not 
know what i t  would be. She thought I did away with the 
book but I s t i l l  have i t .  I  learned then that there  
was no reasoning with  her and that I b e t ter  not l e t  
anything come to the house again. On another occasion
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w hile  v i s i t i n g  in  another town I no ticed  th at  the 
"Jewel Box Revue" was p laying there. Like a fo o l  I  
suggested  going to see  i t  and of course was rebuked.
She sa id  I appeared to have an in t e r e s t  in  th ings l ik e  
th a t  and th a t  I  b e t te r  g e t  i t  out o f  my system. So I  
never brought i t  up again. However I  continued to dress  
whenever she w asn't around or was out o f  town.

About two years ago I  ran across another ad, th is  
time for the book "She-Male" the true l i f e  s tory  of  
C o c c in e l le ,  as i t  was ad vert ised  and I knew I had to 
have i t .  Not wanting to run the r is k  o f  what happened 
before I decided to have i t  sen t  to my business  address 
and would use the same excuse that i t  was an o f fe r  for 
an "unusual book" i f  somehow the package should be 
opened before i t  got to  me. Well lo  and behold i t  came 
r ig h t  through to me okay. I soon d iscovered that there  
were many other books dealing  with  TV of which I was 
not aware o f .  This led to my securing my own post  
o f f i c e  box in  order that I could secure them without 
running the r i s k  o f  some one opening my mail. I then 
made a determined e f f o r t  to find  Transvestia  Magazine 
which I had seen on a newstand in  C a liforn ia  a couple 
o f  years before but was unable to buy a t  the time due 
to  my fam ily being with  me. I f i n a l l y  located  the address 
and sen t  o f f  f ° r my f i r s t  copy. When I received  i t  I 
knew th is  was j u s t  thwa I had been looking for for so 
long. I t  was about re a l  people ju s t  l ik e  me. Well i t  
d id n 't  take me long to accumulate the back is su e s  and 
before I knew i t  I  was applying for membership in  FPE.
At the time I d id n ' t  know ju s t  what I was l e t t in g  my­
s e l f  in  fo r .  I t  rather scares you to f i l l  out the 
q u e s t io n s ir e  to revea l  things you have never to ld  a 
l i v in g  sou l before but i t  i s  w e ll  worth doing and 
V irg in ia  w i l l  keep i t  a l l  c o n f id e n t ia l .  So those of  
you who read th is  and have h e s i ta te d  about jo in in g  
g e t  an a p p l ic a t io n  and j o in ,  y o u ' l l  never reg re t  i t .  
Through F.P.E. I 'v e  met many wonderful persons and 
corresponded w ith  many o th er s .  You f e e l  that you r e a l ly  
belong to something, e s p e c ia l ly  with  the new reorgan i­
z a t io n ,  and not j u s t  alone by y o u r s e l f .  You w i l l  find  
the g i r l s  are r e a l l y  there and not ju s t  somebody you 
read about and they are w aiting  to help you or you them.

But to g e t  back to the s to r y ,  th ings were going
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along f in e  but as i t  the case w ith  many FP's I found 
myself demanding more and more o f  my " b ro th e r 's” time 
u n t i l  the in e v i ta b le  happened. Yes, my w ife  d iscovered  
one day that I was wearing an an k let  which I  thought 
was w e ll  hidden by my socks .  I  explained th at  I  had 
found i t .  This exp lanation  only la s te d  for a day or so 
as she brought the matter up again , and as i t  had my 
femme name on i t ,  she demanded to know who the g i r l  
was. Well w ith  my guts f i n a l l y  up, I proceeded to t e l l  
her about myself and w ith  hardly any d is c u s s io n  she 
immediately l e f t  and f i l e d  for a d ivorce .  I  was so  
broken up I went to see  a p s y c h ia t r i s t  for h e lp .  I  to ld  
him the whole s to ry  and he immediately put me a t  ease  
t e l l i n g  me that he saw nothing wrong w ith  my TVism 
except in  h is  personal opin ion  i t  was a waste o f  time 
but that i t  seemed fo f  me i t  had been a good th ing in  
that i t  had given  me an o u t l e t  to express m yse lf .  He 
found that the breakdown in  our marriage had been due 
to other causes and th at  th i s  in c id e n t  j u s t  brought 
i t  a l l  to a head. So now I'm try in g  to p ick  up the 
p ieces  and make a new l i f e  for myself which I  hope I  
can do. What does the future have in  store? I  d on't  
know, only time w i l l  t e l l  but I  ca n 't  help but f e e l  
that th ings w i l l  be b r ig h ter .  As I  sa id  b e fo r e ,  through 
F.P.E. I 'v e  made many new fr ien d s  and i t  has g iven  J u l i e  
a chance to r e a l ly  express h e r s e l f  among o th er s .  I  even  
had the fortunate  opportunity a short w hile  ago to meet 
and v i s i t  w ith  our fabulous colum nist Susanna. What a 
t h r i l l i n g  experience th at  was. Maybe i f  we a l l  work 
together there w i l l  be a b e t te r  understanding through­
out th is  world of ours.

Well th is  i s  my sto ry  and a f t e r  looking back over 
i t ,  I guess i t ' s  not too d i f f e r e n t  from those you've  
read before .  At l e a s t  you know that here i s  another 
who has tr a v e l le d  Jownthe same path.

Be sweet and may God be w ith  a l l  o f you.

JULIE - 43-P-2-FPE

Timt-mtai
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BUT. SISTER DEAR, SINCE I'M GOING 
T V  FULL TIME NOW, I  SIMPLY 
COULDN'T LET ALL THESE OLD 

T i e s  GO TO W ASTE'

E
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by S h e i l a  (30-B-2) FPE

S te v e  C r a i g  a w o k e  on S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  w i t h  v e r y  
m i x e d  f e e l i n g s .  O ne  w a s  t h a t  h e  f e l t  w o n d e r f u l ,  th e  
o t h e r  t h a t  h e  - a n d  th e  w o r l d - - f e l t  WRONG ! N o t  on ly  
f e l t ,  bu t  s m e l l e d  w r o n g ,  t a s t e d  w r o n g  a n d  s o u n d e d  
w r o n g ,  b u t  w r o n g  in  a  n i c e  s o r t  of w a y .  So,  r e l u c ­
t a n t l y ,  he  o p e n e d  one ey e ,  a n d  t h e n  s h u t  i t  v e r y  f a s t  
i n d e e d .  But  n o t  f a s t  en o u g h  to  a v o i d  c a r r y i n g  w i t h  h i m  
a  v i s u a l  i m a g e  of s o m e t h i n g  e v e n  m o r e  d i s t u r b i n g :  a 
long, s l i m  h a n d  w i t h  long r e d  n a i l s  on the  p i l lo w  n e a r  
h i s  f a c e .  He t i r e d  to  r a t i o n a l i z e  t h i s ;  w h i l e  i t  w a s  
n o t  h i s  p r a c t i c e  to  s l e e p  in  n a i l  p o l i s h ,  h e  h a d  s o m e ­
t i m e s  gone to b e d  w i th o u t  r e m o v i n g  t h i s  l a s t  d e t a i l  
of m a k e - u p ,  bu t  t h e  f i n g e r s  h e  h a d  j u s t  g l i m p s e d  w e r e  
n e v e r  h i s  t h i c k ,  c h e m i c a l - s t a i n e d  d i g i t s !  W e l l ,  t h e r e  
HAD b e e n  r e a l  g i r l s  in  h i s  b e d  b e f o r e ;  s o m e  h a d  e v e n  
s t a y e d  a l l  n ig h t ,  b u t  h i s  m e m o r y  of the  p r e v i o u s  e v e n ­
ing w a s  e n t i r e l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  an y  r o m a n t i c  a d ­
v e n t u r e .  A n y w a y ,  t h e r e  w a s  no r o o m  on t h a t  s i d e  of 
the  b e d  f o r  e v e n  a  v e r y  t h i n  g i r l !  A s e v e r e d  h a n d ?
N ot  l ik e ly ,  t h e  h a n d  h a d  looked  L I V E .

R e l u c t a n t l y ,  S te v e  c o n c e d e d  th e  n e e d  f o r  e x p e r i ­
m e n t a t i o n .  A g a i n  open in g  t h a t  e y e ,  h e  m o v e d  h i s  f o r e ­
f i n g e r  - an d  t h e  h a n d  o b e d i e n t l y  c u r l e d  i t ' s .  In  a  s p l i t  
s e c o n d ,  he  w a s  s t a n d i n g  u p r i g h t  in  the  c e n t e r  of a
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t o t a l l y  s t r a n g e  r o o m ,  s t a r i n g  in to  a  f u l l - l e n g t h  m i r r o r  
a t  a  f i g u r e  h e  c o u l d  n o t  b e l i e v e  h e  s a w .  T h e  h e i g h t  
a n d  ag e  w e r e  a b o u t  r i g h t ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  a l l ;  t he  r e s t  
w a s  a  l o v e ly ,  a s h - b l o n d  g i r l  in  a  t r a n s p a r e n t  n ig h t  
go w n ,  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  b o d y  an d  t h e  m o s t  
h o r r i f i e d  f a c e  in  th e  w o r l d .  E v e n  h i s  y e a r s  a s  a  t r a n s ­
v e s t i t e  h a d  n o t  p r e p a r e d  h i m  f o r  a n y t h i n g  l ike  t h i s ,  
an d  he  w a s  a l r e a d y  f e e l i n g  h i s  s a n i t y  s l i p p in g  w h e n  
a n o t h e r  f o r c e  e n t e r e d  the  p r o b l e m  a s  t h e  r i g h t f u l  
o w n e r  of t h i s  b o d y  a w o k e .  F i r s t  a  s i l e n t  s c r e a m  WHAT 
A R E  Y O U ?  WHO A R E  Y O U ?  G E T  O U T !  ! ! ! an d  t h e n  
s h e  h i t  h i m .  She w a s  a  w a v e ,  s h e  w a s  a  f l a m e ,  a  t o r ­
n a d o ;  a n d  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o v e r w h e l m e d  in  a  s e c o n d  
i f  s h e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  t r y i n g  to  e x p e l l  h i m ,  
e n c a p s u l a t e  h i m  a n d  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t e a r  h i m  to  p i e c e s .  
W hi le  t h e r e  a r e  w a y s  f o r  f i g h t in g  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  i n ­
s i d e  y o u r  m i n d ,  n e i t h e r  w a s  t h e  l e a s t  s k i l l e d  in  t h e m ,  
a n d  so  the  b i t t e r ,  f u t i l e  s t r u g g l e  w o u l d  h a v e  gone on 
i n d e f i n i t e l y  h a d  h e  n o t  h i t  on a  b r u t e  f o r c e  so lu t io n .  
A f t e r  a  t i m e l e s s  i n t e r v a l ,  h i s  le f t  h a n d  ( o v e r  w h i c h  
h e  s e e m e d  to  h a v e  th e  m o s t  c o n t r o l )  w a s  b e n d i n g  h e r  
r i g h t  r i n g  f i n g e r  b a c k w a r d s  u n t i l  t h e i r  v i s i o n  w a s  r e d  
w i t h  p a i n ,  a n d  s h e  s l a c k e d  off  h e r  a t t a c k .  A s o r t  of 
a r m i s t i c e  w a s  a r r a n g e d ,  a n d  t h e y  b e g a n  to  t a k e  s t o c k  
of t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  long l e g s ,  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  i n ­
s t r u c t e d ,  h a d  f o l d e d  up  u n d e r  t h e m ,  d u m p i n g  t h e m  in  
an  u n t i d y  m e s s  on t h e  f l o o r .  A s i d e  f r o m  the  t h r o b b i n g  
f i n g e r ,  a  few b r u i s e s  an d  s c r a t c h e s  w e r e  a l l  t h e  r e a l  
d a m a g e ,  b u t  t h e  s t a t e  of h e r  h a i r  s h o o k  h e r  up so 
m u c h  t h a t  t h i n g s  w e r e  n e a r l y  e q u a l .

H e  a g r e e d ,  a s  a  f i r s t  s t e p  in  p e a c e f u l  c o m p r o m i s e ,  
to  e x p l a i n  w h a t  m u s t  h a v e  h a p p e n e d ,  an d  s t a r t e d  to  
v e r b a l i z e  i t .  T h e n ,  i m p a t i e n t  w i t h  t h i s  s l ow  p r o g r e s s ,  
h e  s i m p l y  l o w e r e d  h i s  d e f e n s e s  en o u g h  to  le t  h e r  S E E  
w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  A l t h o u g h  a  c h e m i s t  b y  t r a i n i n g ,  
h e  w a s  d a b b l i n g  in  t h e  s t r a n g e - h a l f - s c i e n c e  of p s i o n i c s -
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in  t h i s  c a s e ,  p s y c h o k i n e s i s ,  t h e  a r t  of m o v i n g  t h i n g s  
a r o u n d  b y  m en taL  p o w e r .  He h a d  h a d  i n d i f f e r e n t  s u c ­
c e s s  in  c o n t r o l l i n g  the  r o l l  of d i c e ,  a n d  w a s  i n v e n t i n g  
a  m e n t a l  " b o o s t e r ” t o  t r y  to  i n c r e a s e  h i s  p o w e r .  T h i s  
w a s  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a n  e l e c t r o e n c e p h a l o g r a p h ,  t h e  o u t ­
p u t  of w h i c h  w as  u s e d  to  m o d u l a t e  t h e  o u tp u t  of a  
p o w e r f u l  s h o r t - w a v e  u n i t  s a l v a g e d  f r o m  a n  old  d i a ^  
t h e r m y  m a c h i n e .  T h e  e n e r g y  w a s  t h e n  f o c u s s e d  on to  
a  l i t t l e  t a b l e ,  on w h i c h  l ay  t h e  d i c e ,  A t  t h i s  p o in t  he  
w a s  a w a r e  of a  s t i r  of i n t e r e s t  f r o m  th e  g i r l ,  w h o s e  
i c y  f a c a d e  h a d  up  to  t h e n  b e e n  i m p e n a t r a b l e .  A n d  t h e n  
b e g a n  th e  f i r s t  of t h e  s t r a n g e ,  f l i c k e r i n g  i n t e r c h a n g e s  
t h a t  so o n  n e a r l y  r e p l a c e d  c l u m s y  v e r b a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
b e t w e e n  t h e m :  " F M  ? No ,  A M ,  look,  F M ' s  e a s i e r ,  
l o o k ! "  In  a  s p l i t  s e c o n d ,  sh e  h a d  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  h i s  
u n i t  u s e d  f r e q u e n c y  m o d u l a t i o n ;  he  h a d  r e p l i e d  t h a t  
i t  d id  n o t ,  a n d  p r o d u c e d  a  c i r c u t  d i a g r a m  i l l u s t r a t i n g  
t h e  a m p l i t u d e  m o d u l a t i o n  h e  h a d  u s e d ;  s h e  h a d  r e a c h e d  
in to  h i s  m i n d  an d  m o d i f i e d  t h e  d i a g r a m  t o  one  s h e  f e l t  
w a s  e a s i e r !

A t  t h i s  p o in t ,  a  f e e l i n g  of m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  b e g a n  
to  d i l u te  t h e  b l i n d  f e a r  a n d  h a t e  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  h a d  
r e g a r d e d  e a c h  o t h e r .  Wi th  m u t u a l  c o n s e n t  t h e y  r o s e  
f r o m  th e  f l o o r ,  an d  j o i n t l y  p r e p a r e d  a  d i s h  of i c e  c u b e s  
a n d  w a t e r  in  w h i c h  s h e  i m m e r s e d  h e r  a f f l i c t e d  h a n d .  
She t o o k  p a i n s  t o  s i t  s o  t h a t  t h e  m i r r o r  d id  n o t  r e f l e c t  
h e r  t a n g l e d  h a i r .

B e f o r e  c o n t i n u i n g  h i s  a c c o u n t ,  he  s t a r t e d  a n o t h e r  
i n t e r c h a n g e :  " E H ?  j u n i o r ,  w o r k i n g ,  H o w ?  E x o t i c . ”

A n d  so  he  l e a r n e d  t h a t  s h e  w a s  l e a d i n g  a  v e r y  
s t r a n g e  d o u b le  l i fe;  a  s t u d e n t  of e l e c t r i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  
b y  da y ,  an  ex o t i c  d a n c e r  in  a  n i g h t  c l u b  to  p a y  t h e  
t u i t i o n .  T u r n i n g  b a c k  to  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  he  h a d  w i r e d  
h i s  s c a l p  to  t h e  e q u i p m e n t ,  a r r a n g i n g  t h a t  a  s o r t  of
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i n t e g r a t e d  signaL w o u l d  b e  a m p l i f i e d  an d  t r a n s m i t t e d  
in to  the  b e a m ,  t h u s ,  he  h o p e d ,  f o c u s s i n g  h i s  d e s i r e  
f o r  a  s e v e n  s o m e h o w  in to  t h e  r e l u c t a n t  d i ce .

She i n t e r r u p t e d  a g a i n ;  " R i v e r s i d e  A r m s ?  Y e s .
SD.  S E !  i " S E !  O h ?  B e a m ?  N o r t h  to  c o r n e r ,  in to  MY 
h e a d !"

He w a s  s t u n n e d  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h i s  m u s t  be  h i s  
n e x t - d o o r  n e i g h b o r ,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  p e a c e f u l l y  s l e e p i n g  
a f t e r  h e r  d a n c e  a c t  w h i l e  h e  r i g g e d  h i s  i l l - p l a n n e d  
e x p e r i m e n t  j u s t  a  fe w  f e e t  a w a y  on th e  o t h e r  s ide  of 
a  p a p e r - t h i n  p a r t i t i o n ,  t o t a l l y  d i s r e g a r d i n g  the  fa c t  
t h a t  i t  p r o v i d e d  no s h i e l d i n g .  B u t  how co u ld  t h i s  h av e  
don e a n y t h i n g  w o r s e  t h a n  to  i m p a r t  a n  u n r e a s o n a b l e  
w i s h  on t h e  p a r t  of t h i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  young w o m a n  to 
r o l l  o v e r  an d  c o m e  up s e v e n s  ? A n d  t h e n  he  r e c a l l e d  
h e  h a d  f i n a l l y  l e a n e d  o v e r  to  t o u c h  the  d i c e ,  s t i r  t h e m  
u p  a  l i t t l e ;  t h e n  a  b l i n d in g  f l a s h  an d  ob l iv io n .

" W h y ?  F e e d b a c k !  What!?  Y ou c i r c u l a t e d ,  T h e n ?  
H E R E " !

T h e n  h e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a s  h i s  h e a d  e n t e r e d  the  
b e a m ,  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  d e s i r e  f o r  a  s e v e n  had  
s t a r t e d  to  f low;  e a c h  b i t  of t h o u g h t  l e av in g  h i s  h e a d  
w a s  p i c k e d  up b y  the  w i r e s ,  a m p l i f i e d ,  sho t  b a c k  in to  
h i s  h e a d  w h e r e  i t  s h o o k  l o o s e  m o r e ,  u n t i l  h i s  whole  
p e r s o n a l i t y  w a s  c o n v e r t e d  to  e l e c t r i c a l  e n e r g y  and  
s h o t  i n to  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  s l e e p i n g  g i r l  n e x t  d o o r  ! At  
t h i s  p o in t ,  s h e  v e r b a l i z e d  v e r y  s l o w l y  a n d  d i s t i n c t l y .

"You  a r e  a n  i d i o t ,  a n d  i f  i t  w e r e  no t  f o r  the  lu ck y  
f a c t  t h a t  y o u  a r e  l e f t - h a n d e d  so  you co u l d  f i t  in to  the  
i d l e  p a r t  of  m y  b r a i n ,  w e w o u ld  now be a s  m i x e d  up 
a s  a  b a t c h  of c o n c r e t e  a n d  t w i c e  a s  d e a d .  A s  s o o n  a s  
t h i s  l o u s y  f i n g e r  s t o p s  h u r t i n g  so  I c a n  u s e  i t ,  I s h a l l  
l o c a t e  y o u r  m i s e r a b l e  c a r c a s s  an d  p u m p  you b a c k  in to
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i t!  And  i f  i t  i s  n o t  f i t ,  I shaLl  p u m p  you  in to  t h a t  c a n  
of p ie  f i l l in g  o v e r  t h e r e  on th e  s h e l f .  M

Steve*s  i m m e d i a t e  r e a c t i o n  of r e s e n t m e n t  w a s  
p r o m p t l y  s t i f l e d  b y  th e  u s e l e s s n e s s  of f u r t h e r  f i g h t in g  
a n d  the  p a in f u l  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  h e  w a s  g u i l t y  a s  c h a r g e d .  
D i p l o m a t i c a l l y ,  he  c h a n g e d  th e  s u b j e c t :  ’’F o o d ?  O h ,  
t h a t .  Y e s ,  p l e a s e .  L a t e r ,  c h e c k  f i r s t . "  A n d  h e  fo und  
h i m s e l f  c a r r i e d  in to  t h e  b a t h r o o m .  She g r o w l e d  in  
t h e i r  t h r o a t  a t  t h e  s i g h t  of w h a t  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  h a d  
done to  14 i n c h e s  of s i l k y  h a i r ,  t h e n  s w e p t  t h e  m e s s  
ou t  of s i g h t  u n d e r  a  b a t h  c a p  a n d  p r o c e d e d  to  t a k e  a  
s h o w e r .  He  t a c t f u l l y  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  c o m m e n t ,  b u t  w a s  
u t t e r l y  a p a l l e d  a t  t h e  r i g o r o u s  p h y s i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  
t h a t  fo l lo w ed .  He h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  h i m s e l f  a n  e x p e r t  
on f e m a l e  a n a t o m y ,  m o r e  b e c a u s e  of h i s  e x p e r i m e n t s  
on s i m u l a t i n g  i t  t h a t  t h e  f e v e r i s h  e x p l o r a t i o n s  h e  h a d  
m a d e  on a  few w i l l i n g  b e d - p a r t n e r s ,  b u t  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  
w a s  m o s t  e m b a r r a s s i n g l y  m a d e  c o m p l e t e  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  
a s  he  l e a r n e d  d o z e n s  of d e t a i l s  n o r m a l l y  s p a r e d  the  
m a l e .  W o r s t ,  t h o u g h ,  w a s  t h e  c o l d - b l o o d e d  m a n n e r  
in  w h i c h  t h i s  c r e a t u r e  w a s  e x a m i n i n g  h e r  n e a r  p e r ­
f e c t i o n  - no  t r a c e  of f e m i n i n e  v a n i t y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  of a  m a s t e r - m e c h a n i c  c h e c k i n g  o v e r  h i s  
to o l  k i t  an d  f in d ing  i t  a l l  in  goo d  w o r k i n g  o r d e r .  A p ­
p a r e n t l y  h i s  i d e a s  of " e n j o y i n g  b e i n g  a  g i r l "  h a d  b e e n  
p r e t t y  n a i v e .  D one  a t  l a s t ,  s h e  s w e p t  on a  b a t h - r o b e  
an d  s t r o d e  i n to  t h e  k i t c h e n .

H e r e ,  s u d d e n l y ,  h e  d e t e c t e d  a  w e a k n e s s  i n  t h i s  
s t e e l y  c h a r a c t e r .  She  h a t e d  to  co o k ,  r e g a r d e d  th e  
s t o v e  a s  a  p e r s o n a l  d e m o n ,  an d  w i t h  goo d  r e a s o n  i f  
t h e  f l a s h  of m e m o r i e s  s h e  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  s h o w e d  h i m  
w a s  t y p i c a l .  F i v e  m i n u t e s  l a t e r ,  n u r s i n g  a  c o u p l e  of 
f r e s h  b u r n s  a d d e d  to  t h e  h u n d r e d s  i n  h e r  m e m o r y  an d  
s u r v e y i n g  the  m u d d l e  s h e  h a d  a c h i e v e d ,  h e  g e n t l y  
o f f e r e d  to  h e l p .  Wi th  h i s  goo d l ef t  h a n d ,  t r a i n e d  in
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t h o u s a n d s  of  h o u r s  of  c h e m i c a l  l a b o r a t o r y  m a n i p u ­
l a t i o n s ,  r e p l a c i n g  h e r  s o r e  r i g h t  h a n d ,  o r d e r  c a m e  
r a p i d l y  ou t  of t h e  c h a o s ,  a n d  p r e s e n t l y  s h e  w a s  e n ­
j o y i n g  t h e  f i r s t  d e c e n t  b r e a k f a s t  s h e  h a d  h a d  s i n c e  
l e a v i n g  h o m e .  I t  w a s  n o t ,  s h e  p o i n t e d  out  w i t h  a  f l a s h  
p i c t u r e  of h e r  h a n d s  a s s e m b l i n g  h u n d r e d s  of t i n y  t r a n -  
s i s t e r s  i n t o  m o d u l e s ,  a n y  l a c k  of  d e x t e r i t y ;  co o k in g  
w a s  s i m p l y  h a t e f u l  t o  h e r .  So i t  w a s  in  a  r e l a x e d  m o o d  
t h a t  t h e y  r e t i r e d  to  an  a r m c h a i r ,  to  s m o k e  a  c i g a r e t t e  
a n d  look  e a c h  o t h e r  o v e r  m e n t a l l y .

T h e  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  h i s  t a n g l e d ,  d i s o r d e r l y  
j u m b l e  of  f a c t s ,  f a n c i e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  k n o w l e d g e  
v e r s u s  h e r  t i d y  a s s e m b l y  of h e r  l i fe on; i t  s e e m e d ,  
n e a t  d i s p l a y  r a c k s ,  w a s  s t r i k i n g .  E a c h  d e f e n d e d  h i s  
o r  h e r  s y s t e m  b r i e f l y ;  h e  w i t h  th e  r e c o r d  of  a c h i e v i n g  
s e v e r a l  u s e f u l  i n v e n t i o n s  b y  th e  r a n d o m  a s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  a p p a r e n t l y  u n r e l a t e d  d a t a ,  a n d  sh e  w i t h  h e r  ob v io u s  
a b i l i t y  to  c a l l  up  i n s t a n t l y  a n y t h i n g  sh e  h a d  in  s t o c k .  
T h e n  to  p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y ,  h e r  n a m e ,  h e  f i n a l l y  l e a r n e d ,  
w a s  M a r i a  S t a h l ,  b u t  s h e  d a n c e d  a s  MI v o r y  C ar t e r* ' .
A t  t h i s  s h e  l a u g h e d ,  t h o u g h t  " I n k "  a n d  g l a n c e d  a c r o s s  
t h e  r o o m  to  w h e r e  a  d r a w i n g  b o a r d  s t o o d ,  s t a r k l y  
f u n c t i o n a l  a m i d  t h e  r a t h e r  f r i l l y  a t m o s p h e r e  of h e r  
a p a r t m e n t .  T h e  f r i l l s ,  he  r e a l i z e d ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  w h a t  
s h e  t h o u g h t  s h e  o u g h t  t o  l i k e ,  b u t  h e r  r e a l  i n t e r e s t  
w a s  s h o w n  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e r  p s e u d o n y m  c a m e  r i g h t  
of f  t h e  l a b e l s  of t h e  b o t t l e s  of d r a f t i n g  in k !  H e r  a g e  
w a s  t h e  s a m e  a s  h i s  own,  25; b o t h  w e r e  t h e  p r o d u c t s  
of  go o d  m i d d l e - c l a s s  h o m e s .  A m i l l i o n  d e t a i l s  p a s s e d  
b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  in  a  r e l a x e d  s o r t  of w a y ,  a n d  t h e n  she  
t r a n s f i x e d  h i m  i n t o  q u i v e r i n g  p a n i c  w i t h  one  w o r d ,
" S e x ? ,r

I t  w a s  a s  i f  h e  s t o o d ,  a n  u n a r m e d  an d  h e l p l e s s  
g u a r d ,  b e f o r e  t h e  d a r k e s t  c l o s e t  of h i s  b e i n g .  He 
a l s o  f e l t  b r i e f l y  l ike  t h e  p i c t u r e  of " S e p t e m b e r  M o r n " ,  
f u t i l l y  t r y i n g  to  h i d e  t h r e e  s e c r e t  s p o t s  w i t h  o n ly  tw o
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hands, but she sw ept h im  asid e  im p e rio u s ly  and 
m oved in on the h id in g -p laces  he h im se lf  had n ev e r 
d a red  ex p lo re . I t w as b ru ta l ,  im p e rso n a l s u rg e ry  
tha t she p e rfo rm e d , but when i t  w as o v e r, he fe lt 
c le a n e r than ev er b efo re  in  h is life . E ach  g ir l  f r ie n d  
w as exam ined, in s id e  and out, h e r  flaw s noted, and 
h e r  fo rev e r defla ted  im age put back  in  i t 's  p la ce . On 
h is tra n s v e s tic  life , she w as le ss  e ffic ien t, and kep t 
puzzling over "W hy?" did a m an , w ith a good c a r e e r  
job and every th ing  in  h is fav o r, w ant to be a lousy  
g ir l?  His s tru g g le s  to  adapt h is  s tru c tu re  to a fem in ine 
shape she took in  w ith  m o re  sym pathy  than  he expected  
over the m ake-up  w ork , as  he sm iled  and conceded  
he had w orked h a rd  ahd w ith good r e s u l t s ,  but h is  
expeditions on the s tr e e t  f illed  h e r  w ith  und isg u ised  
h o r ro r .  With a ll h is  fa u lts , so v e ry  obvious to  h e r ,  
to  ven ture out in public seem ed  su ic id a lly  foo lish . The 
fac t tha t he had m isse d  a r r e s t  she a ttr ib u te d  e n tire ly  
to  public in d iffe ren ce  and gave no c re d i t  a t a l l  to  h is  
p ro te s ts  tha t he had "p a s se d " . The p a ra l le l  to h e r  own 
dual life, she fe lt, w as a fa lse  one; every th ing  SHE 
did w as s tr ic t ly  functional! And then  she h ea led  a l l  
h is wounds w ith one m agic p h ra se  by say ing , ’’w ell 
I guess you’re  a lot m o re  fem in ine than  I. M

His to u r of h e r  sex  life w as a v e ry  d iffe re n t m a tte r ,  
The p a r tn e r  in each  of h e r  h a lf-d o zen  a ffa irs  w as 
m ounted n ea tly , like a la rg e  b u tte rf ly , in  a fra m e ! 
N eatly  labeled , dated  and c la ss if ie d , they  stood like 
the re c o rd s  of a s e r ie s  of e x p e rim e n ts . And th a t w as 
e s se n tia lly  w hat they  w e re , she confided; one and only 
one of each  kind. Some for p le a su re , one fo r position , 
the r e s t  to g ra tify  c u r io s ity . And th e re  w ere  a num ber 
of em pty 'f ra m e s , obviously fo r fu tu re  e x p e rim en ta l 
an im als  ! He w as a little  rev o lted , and she caught the 
thought. H er revenge w as im m ed ia te  and com plete ; 
one of the em pty fra m e s  suddenly  filled  w ith  a b lu e - 
chinned gargoyle in a frig h t w ig, b rig h t o range sw e a te r ,
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g re e n  s k ir t  and o v e rs ize d  red  shoes. The sw ea te r 
w as filLed to  a p e rilo u s  overhang, and ev e ry  possib le  
point studded w ith d im e -s to re  rh in es to n es . But, as 
she fe lt the ad re n a lin  in th e ir  b lo o k -s tre a m  r is in g  to 
explosive p ro p o rtio n s , she again  soothed h im . The 
c lash ing  c o lo rs  in the p ic tu re  faded, m o st of the junk 
je w e lry  d isa p p e a re d , d e lica te  changes w ere  m ade in  
the m ak e-u p , and the padding sh ifted  around  so that 
the im age becam e th a t of a stocky , but defin ite ly  
a t tra c tiv e  w om an. No p ro m ise  w as m ade, but he was 
le ft w ith the im p re s s io n  th a t, a f te r  the m e ss  was 
s tra ig h ten ed  out he m ight find h im se lf  w ith a valuable 
a lly .

T ire d  fro m  th e ir  ex p lo ra tio n s , both w ere  read y  
to r e s t ,  but Steve suddenly re a liz e d  th a t he w as s til l  
hungry . And th a t w as s tra n g e , w ith a good b re a k fa s t 
le ss  than an hour ago; then he suddenly re a liz e d  tha t 
he had an o th er s tom ach  around , on the o ther side of 
the p a rtitio n , and th a t i t  w as not rece iv in g  the a tten tion  
to  w hich it  w as accu sto m ed ! How he w as getting  the 
m e ssa g e  w as not c le a r ,  but som e tie  m u st s t i l l  ex ist 
to  the m in d less  body nex t door. With a little  e ffo rt, 
he found, he could fo rce  it to see d im ly, and even 
m ove it about. By m uch co n cen tra tio n , and by som e 
dead reckoning  nav igation , he got it  into the bath room  
fo r a d rink  of w a te r as a s to p -g ap , and abandoned it 
th e re  w hile he en te red  into nego tia tions w ith h is in ­
v o lun tary  p a r tn e r .  She w as, as a lw ays, cooly p ra c tic a l. 
While she had defin ite plans fo r m ost of the day, and 
no in ten tion  of le tting  a little  in tru s io n  like him  stop 
them , she did concede the im p o rtan ce  of p re se rv in g  
th is  zom bie un til she could r e - in s e r t  Steve into it . This 
tim e  she did not even glance at the can of p ie -fillin g  
she had m entioned  as h is a l te rn a te  d estina tion , so he 
fe lt the c lim a te  w as im prov ing . She even helped  him  
to m aneuver the hulk into a safe position  on the to ile t.
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Then, he re a liz e d  w ith som e deligh t, he would 

experience the th r i l l  of being a REAL g ir l  d re s s in g !  
What a blow it w as when he d isco v e re d  th a t M a r ie ’s 
p lans ca lled , not fo r d re s s in g  up, but d re s s in g  DOWN. 
A fte r a long b a ttle  w ith the blond h a ir ,  m ixed  w ith 
un -lady like  com m ents on the c h a ra c te r  who had m e sse d  
it  up, she ro lled  it a ll up in to  a m o st u n a ttra c tiv e  knot. 
Then, sw eeping p as t the g lam orous fro ck s  w ith a con- 
tem ptous " Iv o ry ’s " , she p roceded  to  en case  h e r  lovely 
lithe body in  the p la in es t of u n d e rw ea r, a c ru m b y  s k ir t  
and sm ock, th ick  stock ings and lo a fe rs , she announced 
h e rs e lf  read y  fo r ac tion . By w ay of exp lanation  to  h is  
pained enquiry , she sa id . "W olves, so ld e r , and Ivo ry . " 
So he understood  th a t h e r  p lanned v is it  to  the U n iv e rs ity  
e le c tro n ic s  la b o ra to ry  re q u ire d  c a re fu l m ain tenance  
of h e r  im age to the o th e r-w ise  a ll m a le  c la s s  as  a f r i ­
gid frum p; tha t so ld e r spots on h e r  good c lo thes w ere  
m ost unw elcom e, and th a t she m u st a lso  avoid dam age 
to h e r  public im age as a d an ce r by any a sso c ia tio n  w ith  
le ss  ea rth y  in te r e s ts .

The costum e w as a lso  w ell su ited  fo r th e ir  f i r s t  
stop , a t the door of h is  a p a r tm e n t. He co n ce n tra te d  so 
h a rd  on guiding the m in d less  body fro m  b ath room  to 
door and fum bling open the la tch  th a t he had given no 
thought to what would em erg e ; and it w as h is  m ind , not 
h e r s ,  tha t tr ig g e re d  a sm a ll sh r ie k  a t the ob ject tha t 
confron ted  them . No m an is ev e r re a lly  p re p a re d  to 
m eet h im se lf  face to  face - but w hen th is  is  com pounded 
w ith la c k - lu s tre  ey es , w ire s  dangling fro m  the sca lp ,
24 hours w orth  of b e a rd , and pan ts a t h a lf -m a s t,  the 
effect is  tru ly  tra u m a tic !  So it w as the g ir l  who, w ith 
Steve as a p a ra ly zed  p a s se n g e r , led the sham bling  
zom bie back  to h is  " th ro n e" , tied  h im  ligh tly  th e re  
w ith gauze bandage, unw ired  him  and poured  m ilk  in to  
h is m outh un til it  ra n  out the c o rn e r s .  Then she m oved 
into the living room , and spent som e tim e  in sp ec tin g

21



the m ak esh ift ap p ara tu s  th e re , w ith obvious contem pt 
fo r the w orkm ansh ip  and design , but co n sid e rab le  
re s p e c t  fo r its  unexpected  e ffec tiv en e ss . She v erified  
th a t Steve* s co llap se  and the re su ltin g  te a rin g  off of 
w ire s  had not dam aged it ,  and then , w ith exaggera ted  
c a re  to avoid changing any of the c o n tro ls , cut off the 
pow er sw itch  and rep la c e d  the blown fu se s . Then she 
p icked  up h e r  p u rse , w hich ap p aren tly  had seen  it*s 
b e s t days as the b a ll in  som e san d -lo t league, put a 
p a ir  of th ic k -r im m e d  but non-functional sp ec tac le s  
on h e r  n o se , and se t fo rth  w ith a p ec u lia r ly  stoop ­
shou ld ered  lope fo r the la b o ra to ry .

The su c c e ss  of h e r  d e-g la m o riz in g  costum e was 
evident ev e ry w h ere . She slipped  am ong the g en era l 
population like an in v isib le  ghost, and w as g ree ted  
by h e r  c la s sm a te s  w ith an apathe tic  "H i". They, a ll 
m uch  younger than  she, c le a r ly  re g a rd e d  h e r  as nothing 
but a s ligh tly  lum py m ale who needed a h a irc u t, and 
tre a te d  h e r  as such , When h e r  w ork re q u ire d  tha t she 
and ano th er studen t p ra c tic a lly  clim b into a panel 
c h a s s is  to g e th e r , he showed no m ore  em otion than 
it  it had been Steve h im se lf  w ith whom he was rubbing 
h ip s . But, of c o u rse , had he thought of h e r  as the 
lovely Ivo ry  C a r te r ,  w hose ac t he took in  w henever he 
had accum ula ted  enough m oney from  skipping lunch, 
he would have been to ta lly  in cap ac ita ted  as fa r  as e le c ­
tro n ic s  w as conce rned !

M aria  w as c le a r ly  in love w ith h e r  w ork , and the 
h ou rs flew by fo r h e r .  She w as even able to fo rge t 
com ple te ly  the in tru d e r  in h e r  m ind. S teve, on the 
o th e r hand, lo st in te re s t  r a th e r  rap id ly . C om pared  
to  h is own lab, w ith it*s shining g la ssw a re  and b ab ­
b ling liqu ids, th is  was a dull one, w here  s ile n t m ono­
m an iacs  spen t end less  pains so ldering  up in tr ic a te  
netw orks fo r som e ob scu re  pu rpose  no one ev er ex 
p la ined . So he w elcom ed the chance to le t h is  m ind
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w ander, free  from  the a tten tion  of h is  unw illing h o s ­
te ss . He had lea rn ed  m o re  about w om en in the la s t 
few hours than in  ten  y e a rs  of c ro s s -d re s s in g ;  he 
didn!t like som e of it ,  but s t i l l  m o re  of it  he DID like. 
And so, under one of the ju n k -p ile s  in  h is  m ind, he 
began to build  a little  s e c re t  schem e . D eta ils  w ere  
s till vague, but one thing was c ry s ta l  c le a r  - if  any ­
one wound up in th a t rep u ls iv e  zom bie b o d y -o r the 
p ie -filling  can , w hich would re a lly  be no w o rse  - it 
would NOT be him . He g lo ried  in the m ovem ents of 
the long, silky  body under the sh ap e le ss  c lo th es , and 
a lread y  thought of it as  h is . By the tim e  the so re n e ss  
of h e r finger drove M aria  back to  re a lity , h is sch em as 
w ere  w ell concealed  in  an a re a  w here  she had a lre a d y  
seen , and d ism isse d  as u n in te re s tin g , every th ing  p iled  
th e re .

And so hom e, fo r a la te  lunch w hich he was d e ­
lightedly able to se rv e  h e r ,  w ith h e r  own hands, in  
his k itchen . A nother dose of m ilk  fo r the zom bie, 
ano ther ice  bath  for the fin g e r, an d she accounced  
"Nap. " It app ea red  tha t they  w ere  to have a s trenuous 
evening at the club, and he was w earv  enough to w e l­
com e the idea of r e s t .  In cred ib ly , th e ir  deadly  b a ttle  
of a few hou rs  befo re  began to seem  like a bad d ream , 
and they re lax ed  on h e r  bed like a couple of old f r ie n d s - 
"b ro th e r  and s is te r "  she thought, as they  d rif te d  off 
to  s leep .

This tim e Steve awoke standing in  fron t of the 
m i r r o r .  M aria  was grinning im p ish ly  a t h im , as he 
s trugg led  free  from  som e of the m o st confused d re a m s  
a p e rso n  had ev er experien ced . "My, " she sa id , "you 
did s t i r  m e up! I ac tu a lly  d ream ed  I w as a m an , and 
tha t you w ere  m e fo r keeps! W ell, have fun th is  evening 
because  tom orrow  it * ll a ll be s tra ig h t again . " She had 
d isca rd e d  h e r  d rab  c lo th es , and now began to  d re s s  in  
a way m uch m o re  sa tisfy ing  to  h im . What stepped  out
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onto the s t r e e t  an hour la te r  w as n e ith e r  M aria  no r 

Iv o ry , but an extrem eLy w ell d re s se d  young woman.
A s m a r t  ta ilo re d  su it, m edium  hee ls  to go w ith h e r  
5*10" heigh t, and a h a ir-d o  tha t w as a ttra c tiv e  w ith 
out being gaudy. In the bag she c a r r ie d ,  how ever, 
w e re  the co stu m es fo r the evening, any of w hich would 
have cau sed  a r io t on s ta id  R iv e rs id e  Avenue in a 
m a tte r  of seconds. She had been am used  a t his in -  
c re a s in g  ex c item en t as she packed , and openly looked j 
fo rw ard  to  the effec t on h im  of becom ing Ivory  in full 
sw ing . A ta x i to the club, a quick su p p er, and he was 
launched  on h is  supposedly  b r ie f  th e a tr ic a l c a r e e r .  
C ry p tic  co n fe ren ces  w ith the band le a d e r , the M .C . 
and the m a n ag e r left h im  li ttle  w is e r ,  and they  w ere  
in  the d re s s in g  room  b efo re  she gave h im  h is  b rie fin g .

"Now, S teve , " she m u tte re d  aloud fo r em p h asis , 
"p le a se  keep qu ie t w hile I dance . I know you a re  going 
to  have som e id e a s , but p le a se  keep them  to  y o u rse lf . 
The flo o r is  s lip p e ry  and h a rd , and m y bones a re  too 
th in  to  take  fa lls  !"  And she held  a s lim  w r is t  befo re  
th e ir  eyes fo r  e m p h a sis . One of the o the r g ir ls  h ea rd  
Iv o ry  m um bling  to h e rs e lf ,  and s lid  o v e r, a ll sym pathy. 
On being r e a s s u re d ,  she confided th a t SHE was w orried* 
about h e r  m o th e r- in - la w . Steve b ra c e d  h im se lf  fo r a ll 
the old c lic h e s , but w as s ta r t le d  a t the n a tu re  of the 
p ro b lem ; the old g ir l  in s is te d  on b a b y -s ittin g  the c h il­
d re n  w hile h e r  d au g h te r- in -law  was w orking , and the 
g ir l  w as w o rr ie d  about the old lad y 's  h ea lth . So be 
le a rn e d  v e ry  li ttle  about the show t i l l  he was in i t .

The co s tu m es  w ere  a rev e la tio n , though. By th is  
tim e , he w as u sed  to  M aria  in the nude; even the sam e 
body, w ith Iv o ry 's  face  m ade up m uch like Steve in his 
w ild e s t m o m en ts , w as no g re a t shock . But M aria  had 
a  r e a l  fee l fo r ta s te  in  w om en 's c lo th es , and knew how 
to  look a t le a s t  tw ice as indecen t w hen legally  d re s se d  
as  w hen b a re !  T h is la y e r  w as p ro m p tly  co v ered  w ith
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se v e ra l o th e rs  of in c re a s in g  den sity  and dignity , but 
he went out fo r th e ir  f i r s t  a c t su p rem e ly  conscious of 
the sen sa tio n a l v is ion  they  would wind up being . It 
w asn ’t quite th a t good. Ivo ry  w as beau tifu l, g race fu l, 
and p e rfec t in ev e ry  w ay, but h e r  cool dignity  so m e ­
how left the audience le ss  than  sa tis f ie d . S teve knew 
w hat was w rong, and d e te rm in e d  th a t by the fo u rth  
and final ac t, she would be up to  h e r  fu ll p o ten tia l. A 
p rev io u s ly  u n suspected  ta le n t fo r nagging w as put into 
p lay  during the r e s t  p e rio d , and poor Ivo ry  w as read y  
to  take his advice by the second ca ll. The re s u lts  w ere  
overw helm ing ly  in  h is fav o r, and she rece iv ed  app lause  
as nev er b efo re . That did it . As they  sipped  the one 
d rink  she allow ed betw een ac ts  - having a good seco n d ­
hand knowledge of what happened to d runken  d an ce rs  
in night c lubs, and not w anting any - she fina lly  sh rugged  
and ag reed  that he could in te rp o la te  a b it the th ird  
tim e . A gain the in c re a se d  app lause ; and the r is in g  
excitem en t of Steve finally  b roke down h e r  re s is ta n c e . 
"You can do th is  one, " she w h isp ered , "and 11 ll ju s t 
w atch the cops. They alw ays give us a sign  if they  
think w e 're  going too fa r . " So, fo r five m inu tes Steve 
lived out a T V 's d ream ; he knew w hat h it the m en 
h a rd e s t,  and he did h is b e s t,  w ith h e r  p re c is io n - tra in e d  
m u sc les  a t h is d isp o sa l, to  not m iss  a tr ic k , F o r  the 
la s t six ty  seconds, p robab ly  no m an in the room  drew  
a b re a th , including the cops and the band, And when 
he stood in the few sc ra p s  of clo th  the law re q u ire d , 
plus his fo u r-in ch  h ee ls  a l l  a g l i t te r ,  and the app lause  
went on, and on, and on, he knew th a t h is days as  a 
ch em is t w ere  over! This w as it ,  th is  was the life fo r 
him .

Ivory  finally  took ov er, and w alked h im  off stage 
befo re  it began to seem  tha t he had fro zen  th e re  fo r 
a ll tim e . She was a b it le ss  p le ase d  than he had expected , 
and was inc lined  to be je a lo u s . But h e r  "You WITCH,
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w hat kind of a m an a re  you, no decent g ir l  dances 
like tha t! ! ! 11 ro lled  off h im , and he h a rd ly  no ticed  
the beau tifu l stage  m ake-up  being sponged away and 
the costu m es packed . In fac t, he only regained  full 
con tac t when they  w ere  sea te d  a t the en te rta in er* s  
tab le  w ith h e r  c u s to m ary  long, th in  d rink . He was 
aw are  of M aria  as a s o r t  of sn e e r  in side  th e ir  head, 
bu t m o stly  of the m a n ag e r, panting- w ith excitem  ent 
and p ra is in g  h is a c t in the m o s t fu lsom e te rm s .  "Ivory , 
you w ere  so m arv e lo u s  I*m ra is in g  you $50 a w eek, " 
he ended, and leaned w ay o v er, sealing  the b arg a in  
w ith  a g re a t ,  b ig , w et, S ic ilian  k is s !  Steve ro se  like 
a ro ck e t to  p u rsu e  and m u rd e r  th is  m o n s te r , but the 
ta ilo re d  s k ir t  flipped h im  n ea tly  back  in to  the c h a ir . 
When he re c o v e re d , M aria  w as back in co n tro l, so 
he se tt le d  fo r w iping h is m outh un til it was a lm o st 
b leed ing , and then  calling  fo r a double w hiskey , s tra ig h t. 
T his w as hot only an id ea l so lven t fo r w hat a iled  him , 
but p rov ided  an exce llen t excuse fo r taking M aria  hom e 
w om ew hat le ss  so b e r than u su a l. W ise to the laws of 
c h e m is try , he w as counting on the obvious but seldom  
recogn ized  fac t th a t the am ount of a lcohol w hich is 
h a rm le s s  in a 165 lb. body can be devasta ting  in  a 
le s s e r  one - and M aria  w eighed 13 2! So he dem anded, 
and got, h is  n o rm a l num ber of d rin k s , and eventually  
took hom e a r a th e r  confused young e le c tr ic a l  eng ineer. 
T hey had a g re e d  to duplicate  the p rev ious n ight in 
ev e ry  p o ssib le  d e ta il, as n e ith e r had the fa in te s t idea 
as  to  what the im p o rtan t v a ria b le s  m ight be, so tha t 
1:35 AM becam e z e ro  hour. They~had ̂ plenty of tim e to 
a r ra n g e  the zom bie nea tly  in M a ria 's  bed , lightly  
bandaged into h e r  exact sleeping  positio n , w hile the 
tubes  in  h is h ay -w ire  unit w ere  w arm ing . They even 
p laced  the p ro p e r  key in his pocket, so th a t if n e c e s sa ry  
he could r e - e n te r  S tev e 's  p lace . Shaving h im  seem ed  
like a n ice idea , but M a ria ’s leg ra z o r  looked ra th e r  
inadequate ; and Steve a s su re d  h e r  w ith h y p o c ritic a l 
s in c e r ity  tha t it would be m uch e a s ie r  a f te r  he was

T \atuvutia
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back in the body. So, they  Left him  th e re  in ?LL h is 
u g lin ess  and w ent to  w ire  up. S teve fe lt no opposition  
fro m  his p a r tn e r  as he carefuLLy put the e le c tro d e s  
through h e r  Long h a ir  and p rick e d  them  into the sca lp . 
He ju s t m u rm u red  "L eft s id e , s ince I 'm  Left-handed, " 
and m anaged to ignore  the fac t th a t the Lobes of the 
b ra in  co n tro l the OPPO SITE side of the body. But 
M aria  was oblivious; h e r  m u rm u r sa id  "SSO ! " i»• over 
and o ver, so his ch ican e ry  w ent undetec ted . They sa t 
in  his ch a ir  fo r the Longest ten  m inu tes in  h is to ry , 
b u sily  thinking "Sevens" and glancing  a t the c lock . 
P re s e n tly  the dice seem ed  to  v ib ra te ; he fo rced  h im ­
se lf  to re p e a t, in  a squeaky, trem b lin g  voice n e ith e r  
had ever h ea rd . "P e rh a p s  if  I touch the tab le  a l i tt le , " 
and leaned fo rw ard  rig h t on tim e . And rig h t on tim e  
cam e the un b e a ra b le  f la re , the wave of h ea t as 500 
w atts  of m icrow ave pow er b u rs t  in to  h is  sku ll, and 
oblivion. But he fe lt, even as he w ent, th a t the im p ac t 
had been Less; th is  tim e he had h e a rd  the fu ses  blow .

When he woke, he knew at once the decep tion  had 
succeded; he w as Lying on the b lankets  and quiLt sp re a d  
to  sp a re  h e r  frag ile  bones! And he w as alone in h e r  
m ind! O r was th e re  s til l  a touch of h e r  about? B efo re  
he could be su re , heavy s tep s  sounded behind h im , and 
he was Lifted like a leaf. S trong a rm s  w ent a round  h im , 
and a grinning face w ith 36 h o u rs  w orth  of b e a rd  w as 
th ru s t over h is sho u ld er. " P re tty  cute tr ic k ,  S te v e ,"  
she grow led. And then h is s lim  w r is ts  w ere  p inioned 
in one Large hand, w hile M a ria 's  heavy  shoe crun ch ed  
rhy thm icly  on ev e ry  tunabLe p a r t  of the unit. " L e t 's  
see you re v e rs e  it  now !" Both knew w ithout saying it  
tha t they would n ev e r d a re  t r u s t  any duplica te  ap p ara tu s  
in fact, tha t th e ir  chances of su rv iv ing  the re p e a t ex ­
p e rim en t had been  p e rilo u s ly  s lig h t.

She re le a se d  h im , and stepped  back . "It w as tough
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slipp ing  up on you, s ince we can s t i l l  re ad  each 
o th e r 's  m in d s, ” she sa id , and Steve saw th a t she had 
not opened h e r  lip s . "And feek, too. F u ll out those 
d a rn  w ire s , they  m ake m y sca lp  i tc h !"  He obeyed, 
s ile n tly , and s ta r te d  to  edge around h e r .  How bulky 
and tough she seem ed! Suddenly she g rabbed  him  and 
sa id , "Not so fa s t ,  baby, I n ev e r knew I w as so i r -  
re s is ta b le ,  but you a re  one g ir l  I mean to k is s  fo r su re  
and he w as h e lp le s s . The re s u lts  w ere  beyond a ll ex ­
p ec ta tio n s; he w as a g ir l  being k is se d  by a b ru te  w ith 
a b e a rd , and a m an k iss in g  a lovely g ir l ,  and a g ir l  
fee ling  both se ts  of sen sa tio n s  and so on into a w hirling  
in fin ity  of k is s e s .  They h e a rd  a voice say  "F eedback" 
and stopped ju s t sh o rt of co llap se . Unlike the m ic ro -  
wave shock, th is  one w as a l l  p le a su re . "S ay ,"  she 
shouted , "we c a n 't  stop th e re .  L e t’s get m a rr ie d  or 
s om ething ! ’1

" L e t’s get m a rr ie d  o r NOTHING!" he answ ered  
p r im ly , "N e ith er of us could m a rry  anyone e lse  any ­
how. Im agine m e try in g  to  s leep  w h ile --"  He broke 
off w ith a b lush . They ag ree d  on a wedding f i r s t  thing 
M onday, and p a rte d  ca re fu lly  w ithout even touching 
hands; a f te r  two h o u rs  of n o n -s leep , they ro se  at 5 AM 
and drove 200 m ile s  in le ss  than th re e  hou rs to ano ther 
S ta te  w here  Sunday m a rr ia g e s  w ere  p ra c tic e d . It took 
two w eeks to d riv e  b a c k ............................

Sheila  N iles

T touvutia,

There once was a s o l d i e r  named Joe  
Who looked b e t t e r  working a hoe;
But when he femme-dressed
He was one o f  the b e s t
And won th ree  beauty p r iz e s  as "F lo" .
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A f e w  w e e k s  a g o  I l i v e d ,  
of  my  l i f e .

p e r h a p s  the h a p p i e s t  e v e n i n g

For  the f i r s t  t i m e ,  I s pe nt  an e n t i r e  e v e n i n g ,  wi t h  a 
g r o up of  p e o p l e ,  dr e s s ed as a g i r l .  T h e  mos t  w o n d e r f u l  
p a r t  wa s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  the m e m b e r s  of  the gr oup knew I 
wa s  a m a n ,  e v e r y o n e  a c c e p t e d  me q u i t e  n a t u r a l l y  as a 
w o m a n .  T h e r e  we r e  no c r u d e  or s ni de r e ma r k s ,  no p e r s o n a l  
q u e s t i o n s ,  n o t h i n g  but  a mos t  d e l i c i o u s  m e r g i n g  of  my  
f e m i n i n e  s e l f  wi t h  my  a t t i r e  and the rest  of  the g i r l s ,  
l i k e  a d e s e r t  c h a m e l e o n .  T h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  was  qui t e  a 
r e v e l a t i o n  to m e .  One o f t e n  d r e a ms  of  thi s  t y p e  of  a c c e p ­
t a n c e  but  wh e n  i t  c o m e s ,  one is a l m o s t  f r i g h t e n e d  to e m ­
b r a c e  i t .  T h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  ma d e  me mu c h  mor e  d e e p l y  
a w a r e  of  the p o w e r  and wo n d e r  of  b e i n g  a t r a n s v e s t i t e .
For  the f i r s t  t i m e ,  I r e a l i z e d  t hat  s i m p l y  c h a n g i n g  o n e ' s  
c l o t h i n g ,  f r o m m a s c u l i n e  to f e m i n i n e ,  is in i t s e l f  no 
mo r e  c o n v i n c i n g  t han w r a p p i n g  a s h e e p s k i n  ar ound a w o l d .  
But, c o u p l e  the c h a n g e  of  r a i n m e n t  wi t h t ha t  ot he r  p e r s o n ­
a l i t y  l y i n g  d e e p  i n s i d e  us and the e f f e c t  is wo n d e r o u s .

P e r h a p s  i t  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  ot her  T V ’ s to s pr e ad t he i r  
wi n g s  to r e c o u n t  the e v e n t s  of  the e v e n i n g  i n  i t ' s  e n ­
t i r e t y .  I mu s t  s a y  t h a t  I am not,  I b e l i e v e  an e f f e m i n a t e  
m a l e .  I s t and 5 " 1 1 " ,  w e i g h  1 90 l bs .  and am as h a i r y  as 
t he a v e r a g e  m a l e .  I h a v e  to wor k hard to t r a n s f o r m m y s e l f  
i n t o  the p r e s e n t a b l e  w o m a n  I wi s h to b e .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  H a l l o w e e n ,  I was v i s i t i n g  a f r i e n d  of  
m i n e ,  a l a d y  n a m e d  C a t h e r i n e  and the s u b j e c t  of  d i s ­
g u i s e s  and c o s t u m e s  a r o s e .  I r e m a r k e d  t h a t  I had be e n
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c o n t e m p l a t i n g  m a s q u e r a d i n g  as a w o m a n  and p l a y i n g  a 
t r i c k  or t r e a t  c a l l  on h e r .

C a t h e r i n e  s a i d,  " w h y  d i d n ' t  y o u,  i t  wo u l d  h a v e  b e e n  
f un.  "

I was  q u i c k  to s e i z e  the p r o m i s e  of  her  r e m a r k ,  and  
I s ai d,  " I  be t  y o u  wo u l d  be s u r pr i s e d  i f  y o u  s aw me  
dr es s ed as a w o m a n  b e c a u s e ,  q u i t e  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  I l o o k  
v e r y  p r e s e n t a b l e . "  C a t h e r i n e  l a u g h e d  in a r a t h e r  i n d u l ­
g e nt  ma n n e r  and r e p l i e d ,  " I  w o u l d  l i k e  to see y o u . "

" R i g h t * ,  I s a i d,  " o n  my  n e x t  d a y  o f f  I w i l l  b r i n g  s o me  
c l o t h e s  down and i f  y o u  l i k e  the e f f e c t  we w i l l  go t r i c k  
or t r e a t i n g  n e x t  H a l l o w e e n . "

" O k a y " ,  she s a i d .

On my  n e x t  d a y  of f ,  I mus t  c o n f e s s  I had b u t t e r f l i e s  
under  my  g i r d l e ,  and I a l m o s t  a b a n d o n e d  the w h o l e  i d e a .
I c a l l e d  C a t h e r i n e  by p h o n e .

" H i ,  are y o u  c o m i n g  o u t ? "  We r e  her  f i r s t  wo r d s .

I t h o u g ht ,  w e l l  at  l e a s t  she h a s n ' t  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  
b i t .  " S h o u l d  I b r i n g  the c l o t h e s  I m e n t i o n e d . ? "  I a s k e d ,  
t h i n k i n g  to g i v e  her  o p p o r t u n i t y  to b a c k  out of  our p l a n .

" Y e s " ,  s ai d C a t h e r i n e .  " B r i n g  the c l o t h e s  wi t h  y o u ,  
thi s  I h a v e  to s e e . "

When I a r r i v e d  at  C a t h e r i n e ’ s I f ound her  bus y  wi t h  
some d o m e s t i c  c h o r e s .

" Y o u  c h a n g e  in the b a t h r o o m , "  she ^said,  " I  am j u s t  
m a k i n g  the bed . "

" Ok,  st and by for  the g r e a t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  " I r e p l i e d ,  
wi t h a l e v i t y  I di d not  f e e l .

I dr e s s ed c a r e f u l l y .  T i g h t e n e d  my  old f a s h i o n e d  c o r s e t  
an e x t r a  1 / 2 " .  I dr e s s ed in dar k br o wn  n y l o n s ,  b e i g e  s ki r t ,  
red c a n d y  s t r i p p e d  shi r t ,  red h i g h  h e e l s  and h a n d b a g .  A 
short  red j a c k e t  and h a t  c o m p l e t e d  the d r e s s i n g  p a r t .  I 
used e v e r y  t r i c k  of  ma k e u p  I k n e w,  e y e  l i n e r ,  m a s c a r a ,
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e y e  s h a d o w e t c .  When I f i n i s h e d  I f e l t  mar vel l ous^,  but  
s t i l l  v e r y  n e r v o u s ,  w o n d e r i n g  wh a t  C a t h e r i n e ' s  r e a c t i o n  
wo u l d  b e .  I l o o k e d  at m y s e l f  in the b i g  mi r r o r ,  Here I 
a m I t h o u g h t ,  s t a n d i n g  6 ’ 2 "  in h i g h  h e e l s .  Do I l ook a 
f r e a k  or w h a t ?

I l e f t  the b a t h r o o m ,  C a t h e r i n e  st ood wi t h  her  b a c k  
to me s t r a i g h t e n i n g  a t hr ow r u g .  " H e r e  is M a d e l i n e , ”
I a n n o u n c e d .

C a t h e r i n e  t ur ned ar ound and s t a r t e d  q u i t e  v i s i b l y .
" M y  G o d " ,  she s a i d ,  " I  don r e c o g n i z e  y o u . "

" H o w  do I l o o k ,  " I a s ke d ,  v e r y  s e r i o u s  n o w.  " Y o u  
l o o k t e r r i f i c ,  r e a l l y  b e a u t i f u l . "  C a t h e r i n e  put  her  hand  
to her  f o r e h e a d  i n a p p a r e n t  b e w i l d e r m e n t .  " A r e  y o u  sure 
y o u  ar e  not  r e a l l y  a w o m a n  m a s q u e r a d i n g  as a m a n ? "

I wa s  by  thi s  t i m e  f l o a t i n g  on pi nk c l o u d s ,  q u i t e  
o v e r w h e l m e d  by  the c o m p l i m e n t s .  " D o  y o u  t hi nk I c o u l d  
pas s  for  a w o m a n ,  " I a s k e d ?

" M y  d e a r  b o y " ,  C a t h e r i n e  r e p l i e d ,  " I  w o u l d n ’ t h a v e  
r e c o g n i z e d  y o u  m y s e l f  i f  I had pa s s e d y ou in the s t r e e t .  
Wha t  a m a r v e l l o u s  j o b  y o u  h a v e  done wi t h y o u r  m a k e - u p .  
Y o u r  l i p s  ar e  p e r f e c t . "  She s n a p p e d  her  f i n g e r s  as an i d e a  
s t r u c k  h e r .  " L e t ’ s go v i s i t  D o r e e n " .  Do r e e n  is a mu t u a l  
f r i e n d  who l i v e s  n e x t  d o o r .  I h e s i t a t e d ,  the d i s t a n c e  b e ­
t w e e n  the t wo  hou s e s  was  a b o u t  1 5 0  f e e t  but  i t  l o o k e d  
t he n a b o u t  1 5 0  m i l e s .  " C o m e  o n " ,  S a i d  C a t h e r i n e ,  p u t t i n g  
on her  c o a t .  " He r  hus ba nd is w o r k i n g  in the bush and 
t h e r e  is no one e l s e  at  h o m e " .

I t ook the p l u n g e  and s t e p p e d  o u t s i d e .  How s t r a n g e ,
I t h o u g h t  to f e e l  the c o o l  ai r  ar ound o n e ' s  k n e e s .  I r e ­
s i s t e d  a s u dden i m p u l s e  to run ba c k  i nt o  the hou s e  and 
t r i p p e d  a c r o s s  to D o r e e n ' s .

" M y  G o d , "  s ai d C a t h e r i n e ,  f o l l o w i n g  b e h i n d ,  " w h a t  
a w i g g l e  y o u  h a v e  whe n y ou w a l k ,  j u s t  l i k e  a w o m a n ' s . "

I b l u s h e d  but  f e l t  t e r r i b l y  p l e a s e d .  We k n o c k e d  and 
e n t e r e d  D o r e e n ' s  h o u s e .  C a t h e r i n e  i n t r o d u c e d  me as a 
f r i e n d  of  h e r ' s ,  f r om the s out h.  I w a l k e d  a c r o s s  the room 
t o w a r d s  Do r e e n  who rose to g r e e t  m e .  C a t h e r i n e  s u d d e n l y
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s t ar t ed to l a u g h  w h i c h  ma d e  Do r e e n  r e a l i z e  s o m e t h i n g  
unus ual  was  a f o o t .

She h e s i t a t e d ,  l o o k e d  c l o s e l y  at  me t hen s a i d,  
" h e a v e n s ,  i ts B o b " .  T h e n  to C a t h e r i n e ,  " i s n ' t  i t ? "  She  
as ke d,  s t i l l  not s u r e .

I s a i d,  " y e s  i t  i s " .  Do r e e n  sat  down and g e s t u r e d  
s p e e c h l e s s l y  wi t h her  h a n d s .

" I  j u s t  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t ,  I j us t  c a n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t . "

Do r e e n  and C a t h e r i n e  we r e  q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y  t h r i l l e d  
wi t h my  a p p e a r a n c e .  Not  o n c e  did t h e y  ask w h y .  Do r e e n  
has seen me dr e s s ed ep f e m m e ,  t w i c e  s i n c e  my  i n i t i a l  
e x c u r s i o n  and one of  the n i c e s t  c o m p l i m e n t s  she e v e r  
g a v e  me  was on the d a y  she saw me  d r e s s e d  in g r e e n  
s t r e t c h  pant s ,  and br o wn c a l f  l e n g t h  h i g h  h e e l e d  b o o t s .
T h e  s t r e t c h  pant s  s ho we d  of f  my  c o r s e t t e d  f i g u r e  to p e r ­
f e c t i o n .

Do r e e n  s a i d,  "Bob,  how in h e l l  do y o u  do i t ,  one  
d a y  I see y ou l o o k i n g  b i g  and m a s c u l i n e ,  now he r e  y o u  
are wi t h a t i n y  w a i s t  I c o u l d  a l m o s t  put  my  t wo hands  
a r o u n d .  Y o u  h a v e  a f i g u r e  any  w o m a n  wo u l d  be proud  
of  but I c a n ’ t f i g u r e  out how the h e l l  y o u  do i t . "  T h e  
l a n g u a g e  was  a l i t t l e  u n l a d y l i k e  but  n e v e r t h e l e s s  m u s i c  
to my  e a r s .  " I t s  good l i v i n g  t hat  does  i t " ,  I q u i p p e d .

Ret urn to my  s t or y .  T h e  t wo g i r l s  w e r e  p l o t t i n g  
f ur t he r  m i s c h i e f  and e v e n t u a l l y  s u g g e s t e d  t ha t  we a l l  p a y  
a s ur pr i s e  v i s i t  to D o r e e n ' s  h u s b a n d ,  who  wa s  at  t ha t  
t i me  p r o s p e c t i n g  and s t a y i n g  at  a s m a l l  c a b i n  d e e p  in 
the bus h.  I wa s  not  too k e e n  on thi s  as hmen ar e  not  q u i t e  
so e a s y  to s e l l  on t r a n s v e s t i s m  as w o m e n .  T h e  g i r l s  h o w ­
e v e r ,  brus hed a s i d e  my  o b j e c t i o n s  and b e g a n  d i s c u s s i n g  
how I was  to be p r e s e n t e d .  It wa s  d e c i d e d  t ha t  I wo u l d  
be i n t r o d u c e d  as a f o r m e r  s c h o o l  f r i e n d  of  D o r e e n ' s .  It  
spoke mu c h  for my  a p p e a r a n c e  t hat  bot h g i r l s  t h o u g h t  I 
c o u l d  pass as a g i r l  e v e n  t h o u g h  D a v e ,  D o r e e n ' s  hu s ba nd  
kne w me q u i t e  w e l l  as a m a n .  C a r r i e d  a w a y  by r e a s s u r ­
a n c e  and f l a t t e r y ,  I p r o m i s e d  to g o.

A f e w ni ght s  l a t e r ,  I p i c k e d  up the t wo  g i r l s  i n my  
c a r  and d r o v e  a l o n g  the old l o g g i n g  r oads  to D a v e ’ s c a m p .
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D a v e  di d not  know we w e r e  c o m i n g .  It  was  to be a c o m ­
p l e t e  s u r p r i s e .  We a r r i v e d  l a t e  i n the e v e n i n g  and,  p r e ­
c e d e d  by the t wo g i r l s ,  I e n t e r e d  the c a b i n .

I wa s  i n t r o d u c e d ,  shook hands  and s a i d,  " H i ” . I sat  
d o wn  and the g i r l s  c o m m e n c e d  g i g g l i n g  w h i c h  of  c ou r s e  
p ut  D a v e  on hi s  g u a r d .

I s m i l e d  at D a v e  and he s u d d e n l y  e x c l a i m e d ,  " w h y  
i t s  B o b . "  He t h r e w b a c k  hi s  h e a d  and l a u g h e d  h u g e l y ,  
o b v i o u s l y  f e e l i n g  t h a t  the j o k e  was  on h i m .  For s e v e r a l  
m i n u t e s  a l l  he di d was  to l ook at me  and s ay  " W o w " .  He  
a s k e d  me  to st and up and he t hen w a l k e d  ar ound me .  I 
wa s  w e a r i n g  a l i g h t  br o wn s ki r t  p l e a t e d  f r om the hi ps  
d o wn ,  d i a m o n d  p a t t e r n e d  n y l o n s ,  h i g h  h e e l e d  br own  
l e a t h e r  boot s ,  short  red j a c k e t ,  l e a t h e r  g l o v e s  and a wh i t e  
a n g o r a  w o o l  h a t .  " W e l l  B o b " ,  he sai d whe n he had c o m ­
p l e t e d  hi s  i n s p e c t i o n ,  " y o u  are b e t t e r  l o o k i n g  than lots  
of  w o m e n  I ' v e  s e e n " .  He c o n t i n u e d  to s hake  hi s  h e a d  in 
a m a z e m e n t .  " W h a t  a d i f f e r e n c e  c l o t h e s  m a k e  to a person, " ,  
he s a i d s i t t i n g  down a g a i n .

T h e  e v e n i n g  p r o g r e s s e d  l i k e  a d r e a m .  We sat  t a l k i n g  
a r o und the hot  s t o v e ,  t wo oi l  l a n t e r n s  i m p a r t i n g  a snug  
i n t i m a t e  f e e l i n g  w h i l s t  a f e w snow f l a k e s  s w i r l e d  and 
d a n c e d  p a s t  the w i n d o w s .  T h e  t a l k  was  qui t e  g e n e r a l  and 
s t i m u l a t e d  by a c o u p l e  of  b o t t l e s  of  good w i n e .  A g a i n  I 
m a r v e l l e d  at  t hi s  a c c e p t a n c e  of  m y s e l f  as a w o m a n ,  not  
j u s t  as a ma n  d r e s s e d  up for a j o k e .  D a v e ’ s a c c e p t a n c e  
was  so n a t u r a l  t hat  I w o n d e r e d  u n e a s i l y ,  how wo u l d  D a v e  
r e a c t  wh e n  he m e t  me  dr e s s ed as a ma n .  Woul d the m a s ­
q u e r a d e  t hen h i t  h i m in a ki nd of  d e l a y e d  r e a c t i o n ?

We f i n i s h e d  the e v e n i n g  wi t h c o f f e e  and a s m a l l  
l u n c h ,  t h o u g h t f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  by D o r e e n .  He r e  a g a i n  I 
n o t i c e d  I was  s e r v e d  f i r s t  and g e n e r a l l y  t r e a t e d  l i k e  a 
g u e s t  of  h o n o r .  No t  one o f f c o l o r  or h u r t f u l  r e ma r k  was  
m a d e  a l l  e v e n i n g .  As we p r e p a r e d  to l e a v e  D a v e  s ai d,
" w e l l  t h a t ' s  one of  the n i c e s t  e v e n i n g s  we h a v e  had for  
a l o n g  t i me . "

" Y o u  l o o k  r e a l l y  s p l e n d i d ,  Bob,  I m e a n  M a d e l i n e " ,  
he c o r r e c t e d  h i m s e l f  wi t h a s m i l e .  " S a y  we mus t  a l l  go 
out  to t o wn one n i g h t ,  I w i l l  e s c o r t  the t h r e e  of  y o u  g i r l s .  
D o r e e n  and C a t h e r i n e  we r e  q u i t e  t h r i l l e d  at  the i d e a .  I
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d e mu r r e d  s a y i n g  I d i d n ’ t t hi nk I wo u l d  h a v e  the n e r v e  to 
c a r r y  the m a s q u e r a d e  of f  s u c c e s s f u l l y .

" G o o d  g r i e f ! "  s ai d D a v e ,  " n o  one wo u l d  e v e r  know  
y o u  we r e  a m a n . "  ( H e a v e n l y  m u s i c ) .

So c o n c l u d e d  a mos t  m e m o r a b l e  e v e n i n g  d u r i n g  w h i c h  
at  t i m e s  I c o u l d  a l m o s t  h a v e  c r i e d  f r o m s h e e r  h a p p i n e s s .  
T h a t  sounds a w f u l l y  s l o p p y ,  but  i t  is t r u e .

S i n c e  t hat  n i g h t  I h a v e  t h o u g ht  mu c h  of  the e v e n t s  
and ot her  i n c i d e n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  m a d e  me w o n d e r  is t he r e  
s o me  aur a of  f e m i n i n i t y  w h i c h  s ur r ounds t r a n s v e s t i t e s .  
S o m e t h i n g  wh i c h  ma k e s  t hem a p p e a r  q u i t e  n a t u r a l  in 
f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g ?  As I h a v e  s ai d I a m not  an e f f e m i n a t e  
m a l e .  S o me  y e a r s  a g o  d g r i l  t ol d me t ha t  s o me  of  my  
g e s t u r e s  we r e  g i r l i s h .  My  w i f e  t e l l s  me  t hat  to w a t c h  me  
p a c k  for a p r o l o n g e d  c a n o e  t r i p is j u s t  l i k e  w a t c h i n g  a 
w o m a n  p a c k i n g  a s u i t c a s e  p r e p a r a t o r y  to g o i n g  on a 
h o l i d a y .  It i s n ' t  wh a t  I p a c k  but  the w a y  I p a c k  a p p a r e n t l y .  
My  w i f e  a d d e d  t hat  she used to f i nd i t  q u i t e  i r r i t a t i n g  
u n t i l  she u n d e r s t oo d  a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  H o w e v e r ,  I c a n  
o nl y  r e - i t e r a t e  t h a t  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I am e f f e m i n a t e  as 
I d o n ’ t i r r i t a t e  o t he r  me n .

In r e t r o s p e c t  I r e c a l l  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  w o m e n  
h a v e  shown me a new dress ,  or a hat ,  or shoes ,  j u s t  l i k e  
w o m e n  w i l l  show t he s e  t h i n g s  o f f  to e a c h  o t h e r .  Wo me n  
do not  n o r m a l l y  show t he s e  t h i n g s  to m e n .  In no one of  
t he s e  i n c i d e n t s  h a v e  the w o m e n  c o n c e r n e d  k no wn of  my  
t r a n s v e s t i s m .  A n o t h e r  w o m a n  i n s i s t e d  on s h o w i n g  me  her  
m a k e  up k i t .  J u s t  r e c e n t l y ,  w h i l s t  m a k i n g  a q u i c k  v i s i t  
at  the hous e of  an a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  I was  a s ke d  to h a v e  a 
d r i n k .  T h e y  we r e  d r i n k i n g  l i q u o r  and t he r e  wa s  b e e r  on 
the t a b l e .  As I was  d r i v i n g  I r e f u s e d .  T h ^  ma n  of  the  
hous e ,  Ray,  s a i d,  " h a v e  s o me  of  thi s  w i n e ,  i t ' s  a r e a l  
l a d y ' s  d r i n k " .

R a y ' s  w i f e  l o o k e d  up s h a r p l y ,  " t h a t ’ s a h e l l  of  a 
t hi ng  to say  to h i m " ,  she sai d h a l f  l a u g h i n g .

Ray s t o ppe d in the m i d d l e  of  o f f e r i n g  the g l a s s  to 
me and l o o k e d  a l i t t l e  t a k e n  a b a c k ,  as t ho u g h he had  
se e n n o t h i n g  a mi s s  in o f f e r i n g  me  a " l a d y ' s  d r i n k . "  Ray  
s p l u t t e r e d  and we n t  q u i t e  r e d.
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I s a i d ,  " t h a n k s ,  Ray ,  t ha t  w i l l  do f i n e . "  And t ook  

the g l a s s .  I t h o u g h t  at  the t i m e ,  I wo n d e r  wh y  he did 
not  o f f e r  me a g l a s s  of  b e e r  i n s t e a d .  Was i t  b e c a u s e  one 
does  not  n o r m a l l y  o f f e r  a g l a s s  of  b e e r  to a w o m a n ?  A -  
n o t h e r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h i c h  has  o c c u r r e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  is that  
w o m e n  w i l l  d i s c u s s  wi t h  me  p r o b l e m s  such as c h i l d r e n ’ s 
c a r e e r ,  or s o me  w o m a n  on the P . T . A .  wh o m t he y  d e t e s t .

T h e y  s u d d e n l y  s ay ,  " y o u  know,  I c a n  n e v e r  di s c us s  
wi t h  my  h u s b a n d  h a l d  the t h i n g s  I t e l l  y o u ,  i s n #t i t  
s t r a n g e  ? "

I pass  it  o f f  by s a y i n g  p e r h a p s  i t  is j u s t  b e c a u s e  I am 
a g ood l i s t e n e r .

One f i n a l  e x a m p l e -  A gr oup of  me n and w o m e n ,  about  
f i v e  of  e a c h  h a p p e n e d  to be g a t h e r e d  at  the s a me  h o u s e .  
T h e  me n  had m e t  to go on a h u n t i n g  p a r t y ,  me i n c l u d e d ,  
and the w o m e n  w e r e  g o i n g  i n t o  t o w n .  We had had c o f f e e  
and the me n  g r a d u a l l y  s l i p p e d  out one by one to t i nke r  
wi t h  the t wo t r u c k s  and g e t  the g e a r  l o a d e d .  I r e m a i n e d  
s i t t i n g  in a c i r c l e  of  w o m e n ,  q u i t e  c o n s p i c u o u s  in my  
b l u e  j e a n s  and red h u n t i n g  s h i r t .  T h e  t a l k  I r e m e m b e r  
r e v o l v e d  ar o u n d  m a k e - u p  and v a r i o u s  brands of  n y l o n s .
I d i d n ' t  s p e a k  a wor d d u r i n g  thi s  t i m e .  A f t e r  s o me  f i f t e e n  
m i n u t e s  had e l a p s e d  one of  the me n c a m e  b a c k  i n .

W h a t ' s  g o i n g  on h e r e ? "  he as ke d wi t h mo c k  s e v e r i t y  
s e e i n g  a l l  the w o m e n  and m y s e l f ,  s e a t e d  in a c i r c l e .

" J u s t  w o m a n  t a l k ,  " r e t o r e d  one of  the w o m e n .

" W e l l  wh a t  is he d o i n g  t he r e  t h e n " ,  the ma n  as ked  
g e s t u r i n g  t o w a r d s  m e ?  T h e r e  was a sudden h a l t  in the  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  E v e r y o n e  l o o k e d  at  me and I f e l t  a l i t t l e  
e m b a r r a s s e d .

" Oh  we n e v e r  n o t i c e d  hi m s i t t i n g  t h e r e . "  S a i d  ano t he r  
of  the g i r l s .  T h e  c o n c l a v e  mo r e  or l ess  br o k e  up t hen but  
i t  g a v e  me  mo r e  f u e l  to add to my  t h o u g h t s  r e g a r d i n g  my  
c h a m e l e o n  l i k e  p e r s o n a l i t y  w h i c h  a p p a r e n t l y  b l e n d s  i t s e l f  
so w e l l  wi t h  a f e m i n i n e  a t m o s p h e r e .

P e r h a p s  i t  is a l l  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g  but  t he s e  i n c i d e n t s  
r e p e a t  t h e m s e l v e s  t i m e  a f t e r  t i m e  and s o m e h o w  I f e e l  v er y  
h a p p y  a b o u t  t h e m .  M a d e l i n e . . ...................
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FASHION NOTES FROM HISTORY
Wilda (20-Q-l)

One ¿eevi a lm o s t daily  in the p r e s s ,  m agazines and 
o ther news m edia , ind ica tions of a d e p a rtu re  fro m  the 
norm  in the tre n d s  of m ale and fem ale  a t t i r e  and w hile 
m ost of us w elcom e what m ight be te rm e d  p ro g re s s ,  it 
is  perhaps not as sw ift as we w ould like it  to be. It 
should a lso  be of som e sa tis fac tio n  to know th a t th rough  
out h is to ry  th is p ro c e s s  of d ivergence  has been going 
on, a t le a s t in vary ing  d e g re e s .

In our lim ited  jou rn ey  th rough a few p e rio d s  of 
h is to ry  on the sub ject of d re s s ,  le t us f i r s t  co n s id e r 
the w ord costum e, taken  fro m  the L atin  "cu sto m a" w hich 
a t f i r s t  m eant any fash ion , but in  m odern  u se  is  app lied  
to p e rso n a l clothing and ado rnm en t. A b it of r e s e a rc h  
into som e of the h is to r ic a l tre n d s  in m odes of a t t ir e  is  
m o st in te re s tin g , when one c o n s id e rs  fo r exam ple tha t 
the ancien t Roman " tu n ica" , a full d re s s  g a rm en t fo r 
sp ec ia l o ccass io n s , was w orn by both m en and w om en 
and ornate  jew e lry  w as w orn by both sex es .

It is  rep o rte d  tha t when C a e sa r  landed on the sh o re s  
of G aul, he found the inhab itan ts  w earing  s tr ip e d  or 
check ered  frocks (k ilts) so th a t th e ir  d re s s  w as s im ila r  
to the Highland costum e, w hich is s t i l l  ca lled  the "garb  
of old G aul". While we m ay c re d it  th ese  inhab itan ts 
of Kent w ith the innovation of the " sh o rt s k ir t"  we find 
tha t h e re  " tro u s e r s "  w orn  in  the w in te rtim e  m ake a lm o s t 
th e ir  f i r s t  known ap p ea ran ce!

The d re s s  of the old A nglo-Saxon Kings and le ad e rs  
was a p lain  tun ic , sh o rt cloak, fa s ten ed  w ith a fibula 
(clasp) and long hose , drow n up over sh o rt tro u s e r s  
and c ro s s -g a r te r e d .  B e tte r  c la ss  w om en w ore a long 
gown w ith loose s le e v e s , over w h ich  a su p e r-tu n ic  w as 
w orn. The o rd in a ry  d re s s  w as a linen sh ift and p la in  
gown for women; tunic and belt fo r m en.

T here  was p ra c tic a lly  no change in the p rev a ilin g
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h ab its  or a t t i r e  of the people under the ru le  of W illiam  
the C o n q u ere r. U nder W illiam  11 how ever, ex trem es  
of fash ion  se t in, we a re  to ld  m en began w earing  long 
c lo ak s, tra ilin g  gowns w ith long s leev es  and fa n ta s t ic ­
a lly  pointed  sh o es , the w om en effected  a tig h t- la ced  
bodice but s im ila r ly  w ore long gowns w ith hanging 
s le e v e s . The ' ’d a lm a tic "  a w id e -s lee v ed  lengthy gown, 
becam e the re g a l costum e under H en ry  l and rem ained  
so under s e v e ra l re ig n s . U nder E dw ard  111 g re a t 
changes in the m ode of d re s s  took p lace . A m ongst the 
nob les the long robes  and tu n ic s  gave p lace to the long 
hose  and "d o te -h a rd ie " , a c lo se  fitting  garm en t reaching 
to  the m id -th ig h , and buttoned down the fro n t, w ith h a lf­
s le e v e s , to  d isp lay  the long s leev es  of an u n d e r-v e s t. 
T h is w as w orn  by both sex es .

P a r t i - c o lo re d  costu m es w ere  in troduced  as e a r ly  
a s  the re ig n  of E dw ard  11, but under R ich ard  11 they 
becam e the p rev a ilin g  fash ion . It is  in te re s tin g  to  note 
th a t w ith the a scen s io n  of H enry  V I 1 a m uch s im p le r  
s ty le  of costum e becam e the vogue, yet in  E liz a b e th 's  
tim e  the c h a ra c te r is t ic  fem inine g a rm en ts  w ere  the 
enorm ous s ta rc h e d  t i e r s  of ru ff and f r i l l ,  im ita ted  by 
m en in  the adoption of the "ru ff"  c o lla r . E lizabethan  
fash ions w ere  p re tty  constan t under the S re w a rs . P u r i-  ; 
tan  influence w as d ire c tly  sm a ll, but in d ire c tly  m ay 
have effected  the fash ionab le  ta s te ,  the ru ff co lla r gave 
p lace  to  the "V andyke" of lace , and it  was th is  period  
th a t saw the p lum ed c a v a lie r  em erg e .

In the re ig n  of C h a rle s  11 "p e ttico a t b re e c h e s" , 
w orn  fo r som e tim e  in F ra n c e , w ere  a com m on m ode; 
they  w ere  w ide, puffed, b e -rib b o n e d  g a rm e n ts , tapering  
down to ju s t above the ca lf of the leg; h igh -hee led  shoes 
and hat w ith co ro n a l of fe a th e rs  a re  c h a ra c te r is t ic  of 
the c o u r tie r  of th is  p e rio d .

M en 's so m b er, d a rk -c o lo re d  c lo th es , w hich becam e 
u su a l in the n ine teen th  C en tu ry , have been  a sc r ib e d  to 
the continual m ouring  w orn  in E urope during the s laugh­
te r s  of the N apoleonic W ars . It m ight be ap p ro p ria te  to
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com m ent a t th is  point th a t th is  m ay be as good an  e x ­
p lanation  of the d rab n ess  of m e n 's  "u n ifo rm s" , a t 
le a s t up to re c e n t y e a rs , as any o th e r.

L inen s h ir ts  w ere  w orn  by both sex es  fro m  a tim e  
p receed ing  the C onquest, and the m odern  w om en 's 
"b lo u se " , be lieve  i t  o r not, w as copied fro m  the fam ous 
G arib a ld i Red S h irt. And although the p e ttico a t has 
la rg e ly  been rep la ced  by the m odern  s lip  and h a lf-s lip  
o rig in a lly  the p e ttico a t was a m a n 's  g a rm e n t, f i r s t  an 
outside coat, and la te r  an u n d e r-tu n ic . It is  sa id  th a t 
H enry  V w ore a "p e ttico a t of re d  d am ask " .

In the e a r l ie r  y e a rs  of the n ine teen th  C en tu ry  we 
a re  told tha t the wig becam e r a r e  and tha t the so ld ie rs  
abandoned th e ir  p ig - ta ils  in 1808. But in 1965 we find 
the wig m aking a "com eback" e sp ec ia lly  am ong the 
w om en and a c e r ta in  o ther sp ec ia l group of " g ir ls " .

SO- the next tim e you " d re s s -u p "  re m e m b e r, th e re  
is som e h is to r ic a l p reced en t on your s ide : the tun ic , 
long hose, jew elry , b louse , s lip , high h e e ls , e tc . ,  but 
why go on ju s t re m e m b e r!

EDITO RfS NOTE: The explanation  o ffered  above fo r
the d rab n ess  of m e n 's  c lo th in g  m ay be tru e , but o ther 
fac to rs  should a lso  be co n sid e red . When they  w ere  b e ­
heading nobles in  the F re n c h  R evolution it becam e h ig h ­
ly p ra c tic a l and of re a l  su rv iv a l value to  not ap p ea r 
to be a noble. So the fancy fr il ls , m a te r ia ls  and co lo rs  
gave way to d ark , p la in , heavy c lo thes such  as w ere  
w orn by the p easan t c la s s e s .  L a te r  the R efo rm ation  of 
L uthor and C alv ia  accen tu a ted  th is tre n d  by its  ex tre m e  
co n serv a tiv e  and sev e re  a ttitu d es  about m any a sp ec ts  
of life. As we s til l  live in a so c ie ty  descended  fro m  
the P u rita n s  m any of th e ir  a ttitu d es  p e r s is t  today.
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MY CLOSET

See i t  th e r e !  My c l o s e t - - ----
The p la c e  o f  my b i r t h  
The one s i n g l e  p la c e  
On the fa c e  o f  the e a r th  
That I  can c a l l  home.

Here in  my c l o s e t  
Is  where I  r e s id e  
In the o f f - d u t y  moments 
When my o th er  s id e  
Like the  man th a t  he i s  
Goes in t o  the w orld ,
The wind and the weather  
To br ing  home the  means 
To keep us t o g e t h e r .

See i t  th e r e !  My c l o s e t — - —
I t ' s  door i s  so sm all  
But on the fa r  s id e  
Is  a symphony h a l l !
And a p la c e  o f  ad ven tu re .

See i t  th e r e !  My c l o s e t --------
A home for  my s p i r i t  
I t ' s  c a l l  so i n s i s t a n t  
I  cannot but hear i t *
In i t ' s  draw ers, on i t ' s  s h e lv e s  
My c l o s e t  ho lds  t r e a s u r e s — - - -  
In c o lo r s  r e s p le n d e n t  
That w e a lth  o f  a t t i r e  
On which I 'm  dependent.

My c l o s e t ,  the  on ramp 
To the freeway o f  b l i s s  
With the  wondrous c o n v e r s io n  
Of M ister  to  Miss 
So th a t  I  too  may l i v e .
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by Sylvia (FE-B-3) FPE
Are you lonely? Let me confess that I am. I am a 

member of FPE because of my loneliness. But what causes 
loneliness and why should a TV be a victim of it? To 
what extent is membership of our sorority a cure for lone­
liness? I don’t know the answer to these questions and I 
am much too new a member of FPE to set myself up as 
any sort of authority. Our thirst for information about 
ourselves leads us to read almost anything that even men­
tions us. We continue to do this even after we have 
found T RA NSVESTIA. Although we soon discover the emp­
tiness of most of what is offered. But occasionally some­
thing worth while turns up. Because the British quarterly 
magazine "Twentieth Century” is not easy to get in the 
states, I feel a duty to write something longer than just 
a review of the Summer issue for 1964. This magazine 
devotes each issue to a single topic and the topic for this 
issue was Loneliness.

There is an article on TVism, and naturally I read 
this first. However, it is not the only article of interest. 
I will bore you if I go through the whole magazine and 
upset Virginia who wants some variety in each issue. But 
an article by Edwin Packer - "More Than One Way Of 
Starving" - has some things to say which will bear re­
peating. He begins with the problem of the college grad­
uate housewife. This subject has been aired enough and
does not directly concern us. His second example is of a woman who had just moved house and tried to short-cut
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the process of making friends by advertising in the local 
evening paper. "Lonely people interested in going on 
day trips and to the theatre are invited to contact Lady 
with car. Write Box X-100" She had 150 replies! Being 
a woman with a conscience, she engaged a private room 
at a restaurant and invited all 150. The result of this 
was the formation of a social club. Packer points out 
that the existence of a club does not automatically make 
it’s members less lonely. At meetings, some members 
get into conversation easily, but "others, although they 
know that everyone in the room was seeking companion­
ship, were prevented by some internal barrier from making 
contact with their neighbors". Lonely people are also 
slow to take responsibility. Out of a membership of over 
a hundred, only two or three volunteered to serve on the 
committee. "It may well be that loneliness endured over 
a long period makes one self-centred and reluctant to 
take on responsibility for anything which is not strictly 
personal".

The membership of the club is not stable. "Simply 
stated, the pattern is as follows - find a friend and leave 
the club”. Apart from shyness, Packer offers one explan­
ation. "Having been lonely for so long, an individual 
on forming a close friendship wishes to insure that the
alliance is protected from harm.....Fear could be at
the base of this pa t t e rn  of behaviour ;  fear  t hat  the newly 
found fr iend wi l l  find someone he or she l ikes  be t t e r ;  
fear  of the hurt  which the d i ssolut ion of the new f r i end ­
ship wi l l  cause,  fear t hat  the loss of a f r iend means  that  
one is unworthy in some way.  Lonel iness  produces  a 
f ee l i ng of i nadequacy ;  f r iendship produces  a f ee l i ng  of 
worth ".

Are there lessons in this for individual TVs and for 
FPE? I think that there are. Are we lonely because we 
are TVs? Or are we the kind of person who is likely to 
embrace loneliness - and, partly because of this, become 
TVs? Whichever comes first, one reinforces the other. 
Because we have to hide from society, we actually seek 
loneliness. As I write this, I am behind a locked door 
and would be dismayed if anyone knocked at the door. 
Breaking out is not easy because the door has been locked 
for years. Are there no exclusive friendships in TV land? 
Packer ends his article on the problem of those who did
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not respond to the advertisement - Htoo shy perhaps even 
to make an approach by letter, too afraid of the hurt 
which would result if no reply had been forthcoming”.
Do you reply to "Contact" advertisements? Or are you 
as guilty as I am?

The TV article follows one on homosexuality and 
the titles seem to have gotten mixed up. The homosexual 
article is called "One Day In My Double Life", and the 
TV article is "The Outcast State"! The TV article has 
double authorship. The beginning and the end are written 
by Margart Branch, a Psychiatric Social Worker. The 
filling in the sandwich is by a TV (anonymous of course) 
who has been living as a woman for six years. I don't 
think that any of us will agree with all that Mrs. Branch 
has to say, but it is a relief that she is writing about us. 
That she writes about an extreme case is probably a con­
sequence of her profession, but it is a profound relief 
not to be lectured on latent homosexuality.

The beginning of the article will be strange to many 
Americans, "Sexual deviates are some of the loneliness 
people in the world. The publicity given to homosexuals 
since the Wolfenden Report has led to discussion of all 
kinds of levels and although the Report has not been im­
plemented, at least the subject can now be discussed in 
public with greater knowledge and understanding and can 
be presented on stage and screen without too many cuts 
from the censor; yet transvestites, who merit at least as 
much compassion, are still too often treated with con­
tempt and ridicule". (The Wolfenden Report is the re­
port of a Royal Commission on Homosexuality).

Of course, the cases reported in the press are those 
of transexuals. One point not mentioned in the article 
is that it is only too easy for the editor of a prurient 
newspaper to concentrate on the desires of the transexual 
for sexual intercourse as a woman and to label that homo­
sex uali ty .

One comment made me blink, "Suicidal thoughts are 
very common indeed among transvestites." If this is 
true, we should all have an urgent mission to find our 
hidden sisters before it is too late.
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The next sections are not unfamiliar to readers of 

TRANSVESTIA.
I will refer you to back issues of TVia for comments 

on the following thesis:
"Young children often have difficulty in establishing 

their identity.... Dressing up is a favorite game often 
carried on well into adult life. One becomes another 
person when one puts on a uniform . . . When thinking of 
his childhood, the transvestite will say that he dressed 
as a girl because he ’felt that way’ - not as some little 
girls in the latency period will wear slacks so that they 
can move faster, or climb trees better, but because he 
felt more at ease in skirts.... Sch ool is probably easier 
for the girl with these tendencies than for the boy. The 
girl can play games; the boy must, if he is not to be 
teased. He is not expected to show any interest in sewing 
although cooking is sometimes open to him". "The 
Mother is the central figure in most boy's lives, and he 
identified himself with her, in fact wishes to become 
her and so takes over whatever household duties he is 
allowed to".

Next comes adolescence which is where the problem 
really starts for most of us. "Adolescence is a stormy 
time for all, but for the transvestite the problems are 
even m ore acute".

I feel that Virginia will want to comment on her re­
marks about marriage - "Sometimes one may marry, and 
it proves disastrous for both. However much in love a 
girl may be, she finds it almost impossible to cope with 
a husband who feels the need to wear female clothing 
from time to time. If she can be helped to do this, real 
growth may occur., in their relationship, but this demands 
an exceptional degree of understanding." As an unmarried 
TV, I feel that it is placing too big a burden on the GG. 
However, we have examples of successful marriages. Per­
haps the problems are different but no more acute than 
those which many marriages survive when TVism is not 
involved. For those of us who are unmarried, our own 
loneliness may be the real barrier.

The case history comes now and I hope that Virginia
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can publish it in full. We each of us have to work out 
our own stories.

Mrs. Branch then comments on the problems of men 
who start to live their lives as women. The big dis­
advantage in this complicated civilization is the import­
ance of the pieces of paper we collect. It is not always 
possible to change the name on these - particularly Col­
lege degrees and professional diplomas. A change of job 
means a reduction in income. This problem is probably 
more severe in England, where changes in profession or 
type of job are much less common.

The description of the final state of those who make 
the change is fair - an unusual thing to see in print out­
side our own journal. "This does not mean that they in 
anyway resemble the male prostitutes in drag, with 
exaggeratedly high heels, low-cut dresses and mincing 
gait. Instead the girl behind the counter in the shop, 
the clerk in the office, or the girl serving tea in the 
factory canteen may all - or any - be transvestites".

Many o f  you h ave , in  the p a s t ,  asked what be­
came o f  the q u e s t io n a ir e  th a t  was se n t  o u t .  Perhaps 
some o f  you d id n ’ t  g e t  the message in  #35 th a t  the  
Survey paper I p r e se n te d  in  Hawaii i s  the r e s u l t s  o f  
t h i s  q u e s t i o n a i r e .  They have been ta b u la ted  and w r i t ­
ten  up fo r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  L im ited  number o f  c o p ie s  are  
a v a i l a b l e .  While they  l a s t  a t  $2 .0 0  each to  cover  the  
c o s t  o f  t a b u la t io n  and mimeographing. Income goes  
back to  the  Foundation which paid  fo r  i t  in  the f i r s t  
p la c e .  There are not too many l e f t  so g e t  w ith  i t  i f  
you want the r e s u l t s .

In moving I d is c o v e r e d  another package o f  the  
o r i g i o n a l  q u e s t i o n a i r e s . I am sending  th e se  out to  
the new su b s c r ib e r s  as they  appear but i fa n y  o f  you 
who have never  f i l l e d  one i n ,  in  the p a s t  would ask  
fo r  one and re tu rn  i t ,  i t  would mean j u s t  th a t  many 
more c a se s  to  document our s to r y  w ith .  Everyone 
h e l p s .
CHEVALIER PUBLICATIONS-Box 36091-Los A ngeles  3 6 ,  C a l i f .
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by Verna (22-S-5)
T h e  w i n d o w - d i s p l a y s  of  w o m e n ' s  s h o e s t o r e s  and d e ­

p a r t m e n t  s t ores  had h e l d  a f a s c i n a t i o n  for me  s i n c e  I was  
ni ne y e a r s  ol d .  A s e c r e t ,  and o v e r w h e l m i n g  d e s i r e  to own  
a pa i r  of  h i g h - h e e l e d ,  b l a c k  ki d boot s  had b e e n  l i m i t e d  
to c u t t i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  f r om f e m m e  m a g a z i n e s  -  p i c t u r e s  
w h i c h  had to be h i d d e n  and t a ke n  out at  r ar e  i n t e r v a l s ,  
in s o l i t u d e ,  to be a v i d l y  g a z e d  at  and a d m i r e d .  T h i s  was  
a bou t  to be s u g g e s t e d  and g i v e n  a new t w i s t  by an odd 
qui r k of  " f a t e "  .

I b e c a m e  i n t e r e s t e d  in s i n g l e - f o o t e d  f e m m e s  wh e n  a 
y o u n g  w o ma n  was  sent  to c a m p  to r e c u p e r a t e  f r o m the  
a m p u t a t i o n  of  her  l e f t  f o o t .  A c l u m s y  a n k l e  d i s - a r t i c u -  
l a t i o n  w h i c h  wo u l d  n e c e s s i t a t e  a l a t e r ,  h i g h e r  r e - a m p u -  
t a t i o n .  T h o u g h  she was  at  c a m p  for t hr e e  w e e k s  I d i d n ' t  
s ee  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  her  e x c e p t  at m e a l t i m e .  S he  s t a y e d  
p r e t t y  mu c h  to h e r s e l f ,  b r o o d i n g ,  I ' m  a f r a i d .

T h e r e  was  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  the s w i n g i n g  ma n n e r  of  her  
l o c o m o t i o n  t hat  e x c i t e d  r e s p o n s e s  d e e p  i n s i d e  me  as her  
br own o x f or d s t e p p e d  a l o n g .  I b o r r o we d  the c a m p  c r u t c h e s  
and had t he m in my  l i t t l e  s h a c k  for my  new e x p e r i m e n t .  
Wha t  I n e e d e d  now wa s  a p a i r  of  w o m e n ' s  s h o e s .  I d i d n ' t  
dar e  bor r ow a p a i r  of  M o t h e r ' s ,  w h i c h  I had o f t e n  wor n
at  h o me  whe n a l o n e .  S o ........... at  t h i r t e e n  I wa s  a b o u t  to
b e c o m e  the proud o wne r  of  a p a i r  of  l a c e d  boot s ,  or 
' h i g h - t o p s '  as t h e y  we r e  p o p u l a r l y  k n o w n .

I was  s e nt  to the d r y - g o o d s  s t o r e ,  i n the s m a l l  t own
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wh e r e  the c a m p  was  l o c a t e d ,  to p i c k  up s ome  i t e m s  for  
the s t a f f .  Wh i l e  the c l e r k  f i l l e d  the order f r om the s l i p  
I had g i v e n  her ,  I d r i f t e d  to the rear  of the st ore wh e r e  
shoes  we r e  d i s p l a y e d  on a l o n g  c o u n t e r .  A si gn p r o c l a i m e d !
u n h e a r d - o f  b a r g a i n s  f r o m 2 5 0  and u p ..............A m o n g  the
t w o - b i t t e r s  was  a p a i r  of  c h e a p  c a n v a s ,  wh i t e ,  h i - t o p  
boot s  s i z e  s e v e n .  I p i c k e d  t he m up.

T h e  f e l l o w  in the shoe d e p a r t m e n t ,  who kne w me w e l l ,  
as ke d i f  I we r e  g o i n g  in for fern m e - f  o o t w e a r . I b l u s h i n g l y  
d e n i e d  t hi s ,  e x p l a i n i n g  we c o u l d  use t hem in our ' t h e a t r i ­
c a l s '  w h i c h  we had e v e r y  F r i d a y  n i g h t .  Due to the f i e n d i s h  
d e l i g h t  w o m e n  t a ke  in h u m i l i a t i n g  the m a l e  of  the s p e c i e s ,  
I was  o f t e n  d o l l e d  up in c o t t o n s ,  v o i l e s ,  s a t i n,  e t c .  Th o  
I p r o t e s t e d  l o u d l y ,  to a s s e r t  my  m a s c u l i n i t y ,  I r e a l l y  
l o o k e d  f o r wa r d  to thi s  m a s q u e r a d e .  It s e e m e d  qui t e  n a t u r a l  
to m e .

I now po s s e s e d  my  own shoes,  but  wi t h t he m c a m e  a 
p r o b l e m .  . . . w h e r e  to hi de  t h e m.  T o  be c a u g h t  wi t h such  
an o b v i o u s l y  f e m i n i n e  a r t i c l e  in my p os s e s s i o n woul d h a v e  
m e a n t  o s t r a c i s m  f r o m the h u ma n  r a c e  (I f e l t ) .  Be i n g  
r a i s e d  as the o nl y  m a l e  in a h o u s e h o l d  of  four f e m a l e s  
p r e s e n t s  ma n y  p r o b l e m s .  A m o n g  t h e m,  l a c k  of  p r i v a c y . . .  
w h i c h  m e a n t  t hat  I c o u l d n ' t  t a ke  my  boots  b a c k  to the 
c i t y  wi t h  me i n the f a l l .  I had e n j o y e d  the t h r i l l ,  e x c i t e ­
m e n t  and ri sks of  ma n y  l a t e - n i t e  wa l k s  on c r u t c h e s  a l o n g  
t he d e s e r t e d  road be hi nd  the c a m p .  T o  my  k n o w l e d g e ,  I 
was n e v e r  s e e n . . . .  ' t he  l u c k  of  the I r i s h ' .

A l a s ! . . . . A s  i t  does  e v e r y  y e a r ,  f a l l  c a m e  and we had  
to l e a v e  c a m p .  I had to d i s p o s e  of  the shoes,  wh i c h  I did 
in a b r o w n - p a p e r  b a g  and d r o p pe d  t hem down a h o l e  of  
one of  the out do o r  t o i l e t s .  I was l a t e r  b o t h e r e d  by thei r  
loss and,  b e l a t e d l y ,  t h o u g h t  of  v a r i o u s  wa y s  I mi g h t  h a v e  
h i d d e n  t he m for f ut ur e  use the f o l l o w i n g  s u m m e r .  Wh i l e  I 
b e r a t e d  m y s e l f  for my  s t u p i d i t y  we r e t ur ne d to the c i t y .  A 
new c h a p t e r  was  soon to s t ar t  in my  l i f e .  One w h i c h  woul d  
a f f e c t  my  e n t i r e  l i f e ,  my  wor k,  my  r e s i d e n c e  and g i v e  me  
an e x t e n s i v e  w a r d r o b e  . . . .  s t r i c t l y  trans v e s t m e n t s .

It s t a r t e d  on my  w a y  h o me  f r om s c h o o l  one d a y .  I 
a l m o s t  b u mp e d  i nt o  a o n e - l e g g e d  w o m a n .  She was s t a n d i n g  
on the c o r n e r  w a i t i n g  for a s t r e e t  c a r ,  a b e a u t i f u l ,  h i -  
h e e l e d ,  b l a c k  ki d boot  g r a c e d  her  s i n g l e  f o o t .  I was h y p -
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n o t i z e d  as I w a t c h e d  her  s w i n g  a l o n g  on one l e g  as she 
w a l k e d  up the s t r e e t  a short  d i s t a n c e  to w i n d o w - s h o p  ' t i l l  
the c a r  c a m e  a l o n g .

One,  h e a d e d  for the l o o p ,  c a m e  a l o n g  and she p i v o t e d  
on her  f oot  and s wung o f f  the c u r b,  r e a d y  to c l i m b  on 
b o a r d .  I w a t c h e d . . . .  s p e l l b o u n d . S n a p p i n g  out of  my  t r a n c e ,  
I hur r i e d and got  on be h i n d  h e r .  T h o u g h  my  i m p u l s i v e  
a c t i o n  b o t h e r e d  me I d i d n ’ t q u i t e  know w h y .  I f e l t  g u i l t y  
and u n e a s y  as I f ound a s i de s e a t  and t r i e d to a p p e a r  non-  
c h a l l a n t .  Not  e a s y  to do wh e n  y o u  h a v e  j us t  e x p e r i e n c e d  
the mos t  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  d i s t u r b i n g  p h e n o m e n o n  in y o u r  y o u n g  
l i f e .  T h e  r h y t h m i c  o n e - l e g g e d  g r a c e  of  a w o m a n  on c r u t ­
c h e s .  (I now know of  f our  ot her  p e o p l e  who are s i m i l i a r l y  
a t t r a c t e d ) .

As we n e a r e d  7 t h s t r e e t  she st ood up,  hung  ont o the  
s e a t - h a n d l e  and s l i p p e d  the c r u t c h  under  her  a r m s .  When  
the c a r  s t oppe d she e x p e r t l y  s wung  down to the s t r e e t ,  I 
f o l l o w e d .

G l i d i n g  g r a c e f u l l y  a l o n g ,  l i k e  a r o y a l  Du c h e s s ,  her  
b e a u t i f u l l y  shod f o o t  o s c i l l a t e d  l i k e  a h y p n o t i z i n g  p e n ­
d u l u m .  C l a d  as she was ,  in a b l a c k  sui t  wi t h  w h i t e  l a ­
pe l s ,  a c h i c ,  f e a t h e r e d  b e r e t  she was ,  to me,  the mos t  
e x o t i c ,  d e s i r a b l e  c r e a t u r e  in the wo r l d !

I d i s c r e e t l y  f o l l o w e d  her  down the b l o c k  wh e r e  she 
e n t e r e d  one of  the l a r g e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e s .  E x p e r t l y  she 
f l i p p e d  the door  open,  b l o c k e d  it  wi t h  a c r u t c h  and s l i p p e d  
i n .  I w a i t e d  a mi n u t e  and,  t a k i n g  c o u r a g e ,  we n t  in a f t e r
h e r ........... My u n i - p e d  Du c h e s s  had d i s a p p e a r e d !  V a n i s h e d . . .
p o u f f !  I wa n d e r e d  ar ound the ma i n  f l o o r  a w h i l e ,  then  
s p o t t i n g  a c l o c k  I s c u r r i e d  for h o m e .  N e e d l e s s  to s a y ,  I 
d r e a me d  of  ’ My D u c h e s s '  both w a k i n g  and s l e e p i n g .

C H A P T E R  T WO

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o r n i n g  I was  d e t e r m i n e d  to f i nd out  
whe r e  she l i v e d .  It mus t  be in the n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  I r e a ­
s o n e d .  T h e n . . . . a  h o r r i b l e  t ho ug ht  o c c u r e d .  S u p p o s e  she 
was j us t  v i s i t i n g  s o m e o n e !  ! !  ! !  P r o b a b l y  I ' d  n e v e r  see  
thi s  e n i g m a t i c ,  d i s t u r b i n g  v i s i o n  a g a i n .  I had n e v e r  be e n  
bi t  so hard by a n y t h i n g  in my  a d o l e s c e n t  l i f e . . . . n o r  
l a t e r ,  as i t  t ur ned o u t .  Why I a b s o l u t e l y  w o r s h i p p e d  thi s  
unknown,  o n e - l e g g e d  w o m a n  I ’ l l  n e v e r  k n o w .  But,  t he r e
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i t  was . . .  . and is!

Though I i nqui red and scoured around I made no 
h ea d way  in my search.  I hes i t a t ed  to even t e l l  my boy­
hood chum,  fear ing his r i d i cu l e .  Any wa y . . . .  this Duchess 
of crutches  was my secret  d r e a m . . . n o t  to be shared with 
anyone .  Who could ever  unders tand my rapture as I en ­
vis ioned this rare s p ec t ac l e  which dis turbed me so sen­
sual ly?

About  this t ime I had a scrap with my pal  and hadn ' t  
seen him for a week.  The t ruth of the ma t t e r  is, I had 
given him a s he l l ack i ng  and never  expec t ed  to see him 
aga in .  S o . . . I  sat  brooding and daydr eami ng  on the front  
steps,  about  ' h e r ' .  First  I was rescuing the Duchess from 
a band of gangsters ,  then a snar l ing,  ravening pack of 
t i mbe r - wo l ves  or, be t t e r  s t i l l ,  saving her  l i fe as she 
was about  to go over a c l i f f  to be smashed on the rocks 
b e l o w . I ’d sweep her up in my arms,  carry her to safety 
and she would cover  me with kisses and vow undying love.  
Oooooooo,  what  an i mag i na t i on  I had! She was always 
smar t ly  dressed as I had seen her t hat  day when I fol lowed 
her .  Though my ' d r e a m - g i r l '  was probably about  t hi r ty-  
f ive i t  made no d i f f e rence  to me.  Such is the power of 
*love* to a t eene r .  Like a school  t eacher  crush.

My f an t as t i c  revery was soon broken by the appearance  
of my pal  Chuck.  I was cont r i t e  over my act ions  and we 
made up.  Chuck asked me if I wanted to help him do a 
l i t t l e  job for a new lady in the neighborhood.  "She 
makes the best  cookies  in the world and pays me good too.  
So with this i nduceme n t  I went  with h im.  He expla ined 
she was a c r ippl ed lady and she had asked him to do a 
few chores for her  af t e r  school .  If I helped him we'd 
both have a good thing of i t ,  he suggested.

We hiked about  four blocks from my house and came 
into the back yard of a six room bungalow.  Chuck rapped 
on the door .  It was short ly opened a n d . . . . t h e r e  stood my 
' Duchess ' ,  on crutches!  In a soft,  pl eas ing voice she i n ­
vi t ed us in.  I think I was ac t ua l l y  shaking with pent -up  
emot i on .  I suppose I showed it ,  too,  When Chuck i n t r o ­
duced me and she shook my hand I near ly f a i n t e d .  I knew 
she spot ted my confus ion.  She smi led and asked if I had 
ever  seen anyone on crutches  before? I s t ammered  out how 
sorry I was t ha t  she had got ten hur t .
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Twuvutui
T o  p u t  m e  a t  e a s e  s h e  p a s s e d  i t  o f f  by e x p l a i n i n g  i t  h a d  
b e e n  t w e l v e  y e a r s  s i n c e  s h e  h a d  l o s t  h e r  l e g  i n  a c a r -  
t r a i n  a c c i d e n t ;  g o t t e n  a n i c e  s e t t l e m e n t  a n d  w a s  q u i t e  
u s e d  t o  c r u t c h i n g .  S h e  m a d e  a n  e n i g m a t i c  s t a t e m e n t  
w h i c h  I c o u l d n ' t  m a k e  a n y  s e n s e  o f  a t  t h e  t i m e .  S h e  
s t a t e d  t h a t  l i f e  h a d  b e e n  g o o d  t o  h e r  a n d ,  i n  s o m e  w a y s ,  
b e t t e r  o f f  n o w  a n d  w o u l d n ' t  k n o w  w h a t  t o  d o  w i t h  t w o  
l e g s  u n d e r  h e r .

L o o k i n g  d o w n  I n o t i c e d  s h e  w a s n ' t  w e a r i n g  t h e  b l a c k  
b o o t  b u t  a b r o w n  k i d  o x f o r d ,  a n d  u s e d  o n l y  o n e  c r u t c h .
A s p e c i a l l y  r e - i n f o r c e d  t y p e  c a l l e d  a ' s o l o ' ,  o n  w h i c h  
s h e  w a s  v e r y  a d e p t .  T h e  D u c h e s s  m a d e ,  t o  m y  m i n d ,  a 
v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  p i c t u r e  i n  h e r  r e d - c h e c k e d ,  g i n g h a m  
d r e s s  a n d  d a r k  b r o w n  h a i r .  A l l  s h e  n e e d e d  w a s  a t i a r a - -  
m y  D u c h e s s .

In t h e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  y e a r s  w h i c h  I w o u l d  b e  p r i v i -
l e d g e d  t o  k n o w  Mr s .  G r a c e  S____________, s h e  w o u l d  m o r e
t h a n  o n c e  s h o w  a d e e p ,  i n t u i t i v e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  m e  
a n d  m y  ' p r o b l e m * .  A f t e r  a m o n t h ’s a c q u a i n t a n c e  s h e  
w o u l d  g i v e  m e  a ' b i g - s i s t e r '  k i s s  f o r  ' m y  k i n d n e s s ’ a n d  
' t h o u g h t f u l n e s s ' .  I k n o w  s h e  s e n s e d  I w a s  i n  a w e  o f  a n d  
i n f a t u a t e d  w i t h  h e r . . . .  a n d  h e r  o n e ,  s l e n d e r ,  s h a p e l y  l e g .  
T h o  G r a c e  s o m e t i m e s  h a d  m e  g o  d o w n t o w n  w i t h  h e r  t o  
c a r r y  b u l k y  p a c k a g e s  s h e  w o u l d  q u i t e  c a p a b l y  c a r r y  a 
h e a v y  s h o p p i n g  b a g ,  m o v e  s m a l l  f u r n i t u r e  a n d  w a s h  d i s h e s  
a n d  l a u n d r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  h a n g i n g  u p .  T h o  s h e  p o s s e s s e d  
an  e x p e n s i v e ,  f u l l  l e n g t h  a r t i f i c i a l  l i m b  ( n a m e d  Z e l d a ) ,  
w h i c h  s h e  n e v e r  w o r e ,  s h e  p r e f e r e d  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  s i n g l e -  
c r u t c h i n g .  " D a r n  l e g  w a s  t o o  h e a v y  a n d  c u m b e r s o m e " ,  
s h e  e x p l a i n e d .  He r  l a c e - u p  s o c k e t  p e g  s h e  s o m e t i m e s  u s e d  
a t  h o m e .  I w a s  t o  b e c o m e  m o r e  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h i s  
l i g h t - w e i g h t ,  a l l  w h i t e  p r o t h e s i s .

A f t e r  a c o u p l e  m o n t h s  o f  h e l p i n g  G r a c e ,  C h u c k  g o t  
f e d  up w i t h  t h e  n o v e l t y  o f  t h e  j o b  a n d  w e n t  t o  w o r k  f or  
P a l m e r ' s  G r o c e r y . ,  i h a d  b e e n  g o i n g  o v e r  t o  h e r  h o u s e  
m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  h e  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  s t r o n g  a t t r a c t i o n  t h e r e .  
My  f o l k s  a t  h o m e  n e v e r  l e a r n e d  o f  m y  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  G r a c e  
a n d  i m a g i n e d  I w a s  ' o f f  s o m e w h e r e ’ w i t h  C h u c k .  I w a s  
v e r y  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  d i s i l l u s i o n  t h e m !

C H A P T E R  THREE
T w i g - g r e e n  as  I w a s  a t  t h i r t e e n  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  s o m e ­

t h i n g  w a s n ' t  q u i t e  r i g h t  i n  m y  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  u n d e r -
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s t a n d i n g ,  h a n d i c a p p e d  w o m a n .  S o m e t h i n g  I c o u l d n ’ t p u t  
m y  y o u n g  f i n g e r  o n ,  k n o w i n g  n o t h i n g  o f  s u c h  s u b j e c t s  as  
s e x  p s y c h o l o g y ,  L o o k i n g  b a c k  n o w ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  a c ­
q u i r e d  k n o w l e d g e ,  w r i t t e n  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e d ,  I r e a l i z e  s h e  
w a s  a p o o r ,  l o v e - h u n g r y  s o u l  w h o  d i d n ’ t r e c o g n i z e  h e r  
o w n  c o m p l e x .  S h e  n e e d e d  s o m e o n e  w h o  r e a l l y  c a r e d  f or  
h e r ,  as  I ,  i n  m y  a d o l e s c e n t  w a y  a d o r e d  h e r .  I b e l i e v e ,  
n o w ,  t h a t  a t  f i r s t  G r a c e  t h o u g h t  i t  k i n d  o f  ’c u t e ’ , e v e n  
a m u s i n g .  S o . . . . a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w a s  f o r m e d  u n d e r  h e r  
g u i d a n c e  f o r  our  m u t u a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I h e r  C e d i p u s . . .  
s h e  m y  J o c a s t a .............A ’ s t e p c h i l d * .

He r  h u s b a n d ,  H a r r y ,  a b o o k k e e p e r  t r a v e l e d  a l l  o v e r  
t h e  m i d d l e - w e s t  f or  a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e t  up w i t h  t w o  p a r t ­
n e r s  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  b o o k s  o f  s m a l l  f i r m s  w h o  d i d n ' t  r e q u i r e  
t h e  f u l l  t i m e  s e r v i c e s  o f  a b o o k k e e p e r .  I d o u b t  i f  Ha r r y  
h a d  e v e r  t r u l y  l o v e d G r a c e ,  b u t  h e  l i k e d  h e r ,  a nd  s he  
d i d  p r o v i d e  h i m  w i t h  a h o m e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  e v e r y  w e e k  or 
t w o  a f t e r  a t o u r  o f  d u t y .  T h e y  w e r e  c h i l d l e s s  b e c a u s e  o f  
s e v e r e  i n t e r n a l  i n j u r i e s  G r a c e  s u f f e r e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  s h e  
l o s t  h e r  l e g .  S o . . . . I  n o w  b e c a m e  h e r  b a b y - c h i c k ,  p i n  
f e a t h e r s  a n d  a l l .  G r a c e  w a s  w e l l  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  a nd  a p ­
p a r e n t l y .  . . . c o n t e n t .

H a v i n g  j u s t  m o v e d  n o r t h  f r o m  I n d i a n a  s h e  k n e w  no  
one  i n  t o w n ,  a s i d e  f r o m  an  ' o v e r - t h e - f e n c e ’ a c q u a i n t a n c e
w i t h  Mr s .  M c G __________ n e x t  d o o r .  On e  m o r n i n g  as  w e  s a t
d r i n k i n g  a c u p  o f  c o f f e e  G r a c e  l a u g h i n g l y  r e m a r k e d ;  " Y o u  
k n o w ,  I b e l i e v e  Mr s .  M a c  ' t h i n k s  I ’ m d o w n r i g h t  i n d e c e n t ,  
e v e n  i m m o r a l  t o  run a r o u n d  on o n e  l e g .  S h e  g o t  r e a l  
n o s e y  a b o u t  ’ Z e l d a '  a n d  s t a t e d  f l a t l y  t h a t  ' i t  w o u l d  l o o k  
m o r e  w h o l e s o m e  i f  I w o r e  m y  a r t i f i c i a l  l i m b ’ . " H o n e s t l y !
I a s k  y o u ----- a o n e - l e g g e d  L o r e l e t ?  O h ! ! !  S o m e  p e o p l e !  I
n e a r l y  o f f e r e d  h e r  t h e  l o a n  o f  ’ Z e l d a ’ b u t  t h o u g h t  b e t t e r  
o f  i t .

T h a t  w a s  G r a c e ,  u n a f f e c t e d  a n d ,  by m o s t  s t a n d a r d s  
u n h a n d i c a p p e d  by  w h a t  w o u l d  d r i v e  m o s t  w o m e n  t o  a 
r o c k i n g  c h a i r  or w h e e l  c h a i r .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  w a s  o n e  
o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  I a d m i r e d  h e r .  But  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o n e  wa s  
h e r  p r e t t y ,  c h i c  c l o t h e s ,  s t a t u e s q u e  b o d y  a n d  h e r  b e a u t i ­
f u l  f o o t w e a r .  As  s h e  p u t  i t  l o g i c a l l y ,  "I r e c e i v e d  $ 1 6 , 0 0 0  
f o r  f i f t e e n  p o u n d s  o f  l e g  a n d  o t h e r  i n j u r i e s  so  I p a m p e r  
m y  o n l y  f o o t  w i t h  s m a r t ,  c o m f o r t a b l e  s h o e s ,  I c h a n g e  
s h o e s  t h r e e  t i m e s  a d a y  as  t h e  d o c t o r  a d v i s e d ,  f or  b e t t e r  
f o o t  h e a l t h ” . G r a c e  h a d  n i n e t e e n  l e f t  s h o e s  a n d  l a c e d
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b o o t s .  In a t r u n k  d o w n  t h e  b a s e m e n t  s h e  h a d  t h i r t y - s i x  
r i g h t  s h o e s .  S h e  f a c e t i o u s l y  r e f e r e d  t o  i t  as  ’ t h e  c o f f i n ’ 
" S o m e  d a y  I m a y  m e e t  a g a l  w i t h  a r i g h t  f o o t ,  s i z e . . . .  
s e v e n  a n d  a h a l f .  ”

Continued in TRANSVESTIA # 37

\ T

W e *  W ?« (
T i p e .
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R T IC L E

S t i  S ^ 1
AN EXISTENTIAL STRUGGLE 

FOR IDENTITY? by Donna

I t  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  m y  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
m a n ' s  e f f o r t  i n  l i f e  g o e s  i n t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f i r m ,  a b ­
s o l u t e  a n d  p o s i t i v e  i d e n t i t y .  T h i s  s t r u g g l e  f o r  i d e n t i t y  
s o  e x a m p l i f i e d  b y  t h e  E x i s t e n t i a l i s t  P h i l o s o p h y ,  c o u l d  
b e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h y  c e r t a i n  o f  
us b e c o m e  t r a n s v e s t i t e s .

W h e n  y o u  g i v e  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n d  m a n  in i t  a l o n g  o b ­
j e c t i v e  l o o k ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  as  m u c h  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a ­
t i o n  i n t o  y o u r  o b s e r v a t i o n  as  p o s s i b l e ,  y o u  g e t  a r e a l  j o l t .  
M a n  c e a s e s  t o  e x i s t .  . . .

T o  d a t e  w e  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  an e n d ,  m u c h  
l e s s  a b e g i n n i n g ,  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  T h a n k s  t o  E i n s t e i n  
a n d  h i s  T h e o r y  Of  R e l a t i v i t y  w e  f i n d  t h a t  e v e n  a s i m p l e  
t h i n g  l i k e  t i m e  h a s  n o  c o n c r e t e  v a l u e .  We s i t  h e r e  on  
t h i s  s p e c k  o f  n o t h i n g n e s s  c a l l e d  E a r t h  a n d  h a v e  t h e  i d e a  
t h a t  w e  m e a n  s o m e t h i n g  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  T h i s  i s  w o r t h  
a g o o d  c h u c k l e  or t w o  i n  i t s e l f .

F u r t h e r ,  t h a n k s  f o r  t h e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  m a n  g o e s  to  
t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  o f  E i n s t e i n ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  m a s s  a n d  e n e r g y  
a r e  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  o f  b e i n g .  Wi t h  
t h i s ,  w e  h a v e  a n o t h e r  r ug  o f  i l l u s i o n  p u l l e d  o u t  f r o m  
u n d e r  u s .

N o t h i n g  i s  s o l i d .  T i m e  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t .  M a n  i s  t o o  
s m a l l  t o  b e  a n y t h i n g  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  F u r t h e r ,  a g i v e n  
m a n  h a s  n o  r e a l  i d e n t i t y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  m a n ­
k i n d .  T h e r e  a r e  j u s t  t o o  m a n y  o f  us .  T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  our  l a r g e  c i t i e s  n u m b e r s  i n  t h e  m i l l i o n s  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  
p o p u l a t i o n  i s  e x p l o d i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  our  
m o s t  l e a r n e d  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  s o c i o l o g i s t s .  T h i s ,  i f  I m a y  
d r o p  i n t o  t h e  v e r n a c u l a r  o f  b e a t i s m ,  i s  a r e a l  h a n g  u p . . .

I f  w e  a r e  t r u e l y  o b j e c t i v e  i n  our  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e



T’uuuvutia,
h u m a n  c o n d i t i o n  w e  m a y  n o t e  t h a t  m a n  i s  n o t  t o o  f ar  
r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  a n i m a l  - -  M a n y  w i l l  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  o b ­
s e r v a t i o n ;  n o t  m a n y  s e e m  t o  w a n t  t o  t h i n k  o f  h a v i n g  a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  or r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  l o w e r  a n i m a l s .

Y e t ,  w h e n  m a n  a n d  a n i m a l  a r e  c o m p a r e d  a n a t o m i a l -  
l y ,  t h e  l i k e n e s s e s  a r e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e n y .  We  h a v e  t h e  
s a m e  b o n e  s t r u c t u r e ,  s a m e  o r g a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  f o r  
r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  s a m e  b a s i c  p h y s i o l o g y  a n d  t h e  s a m e  
b a s i c  p h y s i c a l  n e e d s .  T h e r e  i s  o n l y  o n e  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  
b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  a n i m a l .  M a n  h a s  a f r o n t a l  l o b e  i n  h i s  
b r a i n .

Wi t h  t h i s  f r o n t a l  l o b e  h e  i s  a b l e  t o  d o  w h a t  w e  c a l l  
t h i n k i n g .  I t  i s  w i t h  t h i s  f r o n t a l  l o b e  t h a t  h e  c o n c e i v e s  
a n d  c r e a t e s  t h i n g s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  i s  a l s o  t h e  f r o n t a l  
l o b e  t h a t  g i v e s  h i m  h i s  s e l f - a w a r e n e s s .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e  
t h e  t r o u b l e  s t a r t s .

He  k n o w s  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  h i s  s e n s e s  a n d  t h e  
s e l f - a w a r e n e s s  t h e y  p r o d u c e  - -  t h a t  h e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
s e p a r a t e  a nd  a p a r t  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  I f  h e  t r i e s  t o  
w a l k  t h r o u g h  a t r e e  h e  i s  s t o p p e d  a b r u p t l y  a n d  h e  f e e l s  
p a i n  i m m e d i a t e l y ;  u s i n g  h i s  b r a i n  w i t h  i t s  f r o n t a l  l o b e ,  
h e  b e g i n s  t o  g e t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  h e  i s  t r u e l y  a n  i n d i v i d u a l .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  u s e  h i s  b r a i n  t o  i t s  f u l l  
p o t e n t i a l .  H e ,  f or  i n s t a n c e ,  f a i l s  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  g u y  
n e x t  t o  h i m  i s  a n  e x a c t  c o p y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  b u i l d ,  i n t e r e s t s  
a nd  b a s i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  He  f a i l s  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  h i s  
n e i g h b o r  i s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s a m e  b a s i c  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s .
He  f a i l s  t o  n o t i c e  t h e  m a n y  t h i n g s  t h a t  t e n d  t o  d e s t r o y  
i n d i v i d u a l i t y .

He  f a i l s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  b r a i n  p e r  s e  i s  l i k e  a c o m p u t e r .  
T h e  o r g a n s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  t h e  s e n s i n g  e q u i p m e n t  f e e d  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n .  T h e  b r a i n  f i l e s  a n d  s t o r e s  i t .  T h e  i n ­
t e l l e c t  t a k e s  w h a t  i t  w a n t s  a n d  n e e d s ,  l e a v i n g  a n y t h i n g  
e l s e  u n t o u c h e d  or as  t h e  p s y c h i a t r i s t s  s a y ,  " r e p r e s s e d ” . 
F r e u d  s h o w e d  us t h a t  w e  c o n s c i o u s l y  r e m e m b e r  o n l y  a b o u t  
80% o f  w h a t  our  b r a i n  r e c e i v e s .  T h e  o t h e r  a p p r o x i m a t e  
20% i s  t h e r e  b u t  i t  i s n ' t  " r e m e m b e r e d " .  I t  i s  r e p r e s s e d  
i n  t h e  s u b c o n s c i o u s .

I t  i s  m y  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  m e m o r i e s  t h a t  d e s t r o y  i n -
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d i v i d u a l i t y  a r e  e x p r e s s e d .  As  w e  k e e p  b u i l d i n g  up t h e  
t o t a l  v o l u m e  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y - d e s t r o y i n g  m e m o r i e s  
t h e y  t e n d  t o  s t a r t  p u s h i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  
p a r t  o f  t h e  b r a i n .  I t  i s  t h e s e  r e p r e s s i o n s  t h a t  p r o d u c e  
n e  u r o s i s .

A m o n g  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y - d e s t r o y i n g  m e m o r i e s  I 
w o u l d  r a n k  t h e  m o s t  c r u s h i n g  o n e s  as  t h o s e  m e m o r i e s  
w h i c h  p o i n t  o u t  o ur  n o t h i n g l e s s  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  I 
d o  n o t  s e e  h o w  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  b r a i n  t o  f a i l  i n  
r e c e i v i n g  t h i s  m e s s a g e .  A n y  s t a r r y  n i g h t  w o u l d  d r i v e  i t  
h o m e .  An d  e s p e c i a l l y ,  w h e n  w e  c o n s i d e r  our  l a c k  o f  i n ­
d i v i d u a l i t y  w i t h i n  o u r  o w n  s p e c i e s .  T h i s  f i n a l l y  d r i v e s  
h o m e  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  our  n o t h i n g n e s s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e . .

W h e r e  d o e s  t h i s  l e a v e  m a n  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  N o t  i n  a v e r y  g o o d  p o s i t i o n .  We a r e  a w a r e  
o f  o ur  s e p a r a t e n e s s  f r o m  a l l  t h i n g s  i n  an  e m o t i o n a l  b ^ ns e ,  
a n d  y e t  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  w e  a r e  a l s o  a w a r e  o f  our  n o t h i n g ­
l e s s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  T h i s  l a s t  a w a r e n e s s  o f  n o t h i n g n e s s  
o f t e n  r e m a i n s  s a f e l y  r e p r e s s e d  i n  our  s u b c o n s c i o u s ;  b u t  
w h e n  i t  r i s e s  up s p a r k s  f l y .  . .

I t h i n k  m a n  h a n d l e s  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  e m o t i o n ­
a l l y  r e a l i z i n g  h i s  s e p a r a t e n e s s  w h i l e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  f e e l  
i n g  h e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  a g e - o l d  
r e l i g i o u s  d o d g e .  He  c r e a t e s  a God i n  h i s  o w n  i d e a l  i m a g e  
a n d  w o r s h i p s  i t .  A l l  G o d s ,  p a s t  a nd  p r e s e n t ,  a l w a y s  p r o ­
j e c t  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  p e r f e c t  m a n .  A l l  a r e  j u s t ,  m e r c i ­
f u l ,  f o r g i v i n g ,  e t c .  A l l  t h e  t h i n g s  m a n  w a n t s  t o  be  but  
h i s  l e f t - o v e r  a n i m a l n e s s  w o n ’ t a l l o w  h i m  t o  b e .

But  h i s  r e l i g i o n  a l l o w s  h i m  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  
a l l  t h i n g s  - -  i t  g i v e s  h i m  a s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y .  T h r o u g h  
t h a t  G o d h e a d  h e  b e c o m e s  a s e p a r a t e  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  
He  h a s  b e e n  c r e a t e d  r i g h t  a l o n g  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  by  
a s u p r e m e  b e i n g .  He  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a n o t h i n g n e s s .  O n c e  
t h i s  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n  i d e n t i t y  i s  f o r m e d .

I f  i s  a s i m p l e  s t e p  t o  g o  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  t h e  e s t a b ­
l i s h m e n t  o f  an  i n d i v i d u a l  s e l f .  We b e c o m e  a s e p a r a t e  
p e r s o n  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  v i a  our  m o t h e r .  S h e  i s  a 
l i v i n g  G o d h e a d  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  c r e a t i v i t y .  S h e  h a s  p r o ­
d u c e d  us ,  j u s t  as  o ur  G o d h e a d  h a s  p r o d u c e d  t h e  u n i v e r s e  
a n d  a l l  t h a t  i s  i n  i t .  I f  m a n  i s  an  i n d i v i d u a l  b e c a u s e  o f
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h i s  G o d h e a d ,  t h e n  h e  i s  a l s o ,  s o  g o e s  t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s  
r e a s o n i n g ,  an.  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  
c r e a t i v i t y  o f  h i s  l i v i n g  G o d h e a d .

S o  i f  t h i s  l i n e  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  h a s  v a l i d i t y  w e  n o w  
h a v e  an  i d e a  o f  h o w  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  a r r i v e s  a t  t h i s  s t a t e .
I t  w o u l d  b e  r a t h e r  p o i n t l e s s  t o  g o  i n t o  a l l  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  
h o w  m a n  m a i n t a i n s  t h i s  s t a t u e .  I t h i n k  V a n c e  P a c k a r d  
c o v e r s  t h i s  s u b j e c t  v e r y  w e l l  i n  h i s  b o o k s  - -  w e  h a v e  t w o  
c a r s ,  a t e l e v i s i o n  s e t  i n  our  b a t h r o o m ,  a m i n k  f o r  t h e  
w i f e ,  e t c . ,  a n d  e t c .

M a n  h a s  m a n y  w a y s  o f  h o l d i n g  on  t o  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  
But  t h e  m o s t  o b v i o u s  w a y  i s  a l s o  q u i t e  s u b t l e :  h e  u s e s  t h e  
m i r r o r  p r o c e s s .  He  c o p i e s  h i s  n e i g h b o r .  H e  e m u l a t e s  
t h o s e  a b o v e  h i m  i n  s t a t u s .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  m a n  w a n t s  
a s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y  b u t  o n l y  s o  l o n g  as  h e  d o e s n ’ t by  
g o i n g  t o o  " f a r  o u t " ,  r e l e a s e  t h o s e  r e p r e s s e d  m e m o r i e s  
o f  n o t h i n g n e s s .  T o  r e l e a s e  t h e s e  m e m o r i e s ,  i s  t o  h i m ,  
an  a c t  o f  m e n t a l  s u i c i d e .  He  e x p o s e s  h i m s e l f  t o  n o t h i n g ­
n e s s .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  n e u r o t i c  p e r s o n s  m i g h t  j u s t  h a v e  
a s t r o n g e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  n o t h i n g n e s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e i r  s e n s e s ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r  t o  be  s h a r p e r ,  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  
l i v e  c l o s e r  t o  t h e i r  f e e l i n g  o f  n o t h i n g n e s s  t h a n  t h e  s o -  
c a l l e d  n o r m a l  p e r s o n .

I f  t h i s  i s  so ,  t h e n  i t  w o u l d  f o l l o w  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  
h a v e  t o  t r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s t r o n g e r  i d e n t i t y  t h a n  t h e  n o r ­
m a l  p e r s o n .  T h a t  t h e  t r a n s v e s t i t e  c h o o s e s  t o  e m u l a t e  
t h e  f e m a l e  m a y  l i e  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e  o r i g i ­
n a l  G o d h e a d , i . e . ,  t h e  m o t h e r ,  w h i c h  b e c o m e s  a s s o c i ­
a t e d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  i d e a l i s m  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
r e l i g i o u s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  a Go d a n d  t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  p r o c e s s  
o f  c r e a t i v i t y ,  w h i c h  God a n d  t h e  m o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t .

T h e  f e m i n i n e  i m a g e  n o t  o n l y  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  i d e a l ­
i s m  o f  m a n ’ s G o d h e a d  c o n c e p t ;  b u t  i n  m o s t  c i v i l i z e d  
s o c i e t i e s  t h e  w o m a n  h a s  m o r e  f r e e d o m  o f  e x p r e s s i o n .  
C e r t a i n l y  t h i s  i s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  t r u e  i n  o ur  o w n  W e s t e r n  
s o c i e t i e s  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s o  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l  
d e c a d e s .

T h e  w i d e r  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  o n e  h a s ,  t h e  b e t t e r
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c h a n c e  o n e  h a s  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s t r o n g e r  i d e n t i t y .  T h e  
t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a f e m i n i n e  
i d e n t i t y ;  o n e  so  d i f f e r e n t ,  so  s e p a r a t e  h o m  h i s  t h r e a t e n e d  
m a s c u l i n e  i d e n t i t y ,  t h a t  h e  t e n d s  t o  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  f e e l i n g  
o f  n o t h i n g n e s s .

I t  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  s o m e  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  t a k e  a 
s l o w e r  a n d  l e s s  d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h i s  f e m ­
i n i n e  i d e n t i t y ;  t h a t  t h e y  b e g i n  b y  w e a r i n g  t h o s e  f e m i n i n e  
i t e m s  o f  a p p a r e l  i n v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  o b s e r v e r ;  t h a t  
t h e y  a r e  s l o w e r  i n  e v e r  c o m p l e t e l y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f e m i ­
n i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y ;  a n d  t h a t  i n d e e d ,  s o m e  n e v e r  f e e l  a n e e d  
t o  d r e s s  " a l l  t h e  w a y " .  S u c h  an  a p p r o a c h  m i g h t  i n d i c a t e  
a s l o w e r  r i s e  o f  o n e ' s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y - d e s t r o y i n g  m e m o r i e s .

W h e r e a s  a m o r e  r a p i d  r i s e  o f  t h e s e  m e m o r i e s  m i g h t  
b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  m o r e  d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h  t o  t r a n s v e s t i s m ;  as  
n o t i c e d  i n  t h o s e  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  w h o  b e g i n  w i t h ,  s a y  h i g h -  
h e e l s  a n d  t h e  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  i t e m s  o f  f e m i n i n e  a p p a r e l ;  
a n d  m o r e  q u i c k l y  a d o p t  a p u b l i c  f e m i n i n e  i d e n t i t y .

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t r a n s v e s t i s m  i t  s t i l l  
s e e m s  t o  m e  t h a t  t r a n s v e s t i s m  r e p r e s e n t s  an e x i s t a n t i a l  
a t t e m p t  t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e  s u b c o n s c i o u s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m a n ' s  
n o t h i n g n e s s  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e ;  a k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  w e  a l l  s e e m  
t o  h a v e  i n  s o m e  d e g r e e .  T h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  w e  e m b r a c e  
t r a n s v e s t i s m  w o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  our  a w a r e n e s s  
o f  t h e  p u r p o s e l e s s n e s s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e ;  w h e r e  w e  f e e l  t h a t  
our  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i s  so d e s t a r a t e l y  t h r e a t e n e d .

THE END

Oh, don't pay any attention  
to him, B i l l ;  he never Joins 
In any ot our beach games!"
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CHRISTMAS AT ALPHA FPE 
IRENE - BOBBIE - GLORIA - INEZ - JEANETTE 

NANCY - VIRGINIA - MARY - BARBARA - SHEILA ANN

FLORENCE - WASH.
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by Mary Ann (31-N-l)

I w a s  17 t h e  m o n t h  I t o l d  m y  g i r l f r i e n d ,  S h i r l e y ,  t h a t  
I l i k e d  t o  d r e s s  as  a g i r l .  It  b r o k e  us up b u t  i t  t u r n e d  o ut  
w e l l  f or  m e .  S h i r l e y  s a i d  s h e  d i d n ' t  w a n t  a b o y f r i e n d  w h o  
w o r e  d r e s s e s .

"I c o u l d n ' t  g o  o u t  w i t h  a b o y  w h o  w e a r s  s k i r t s ,  " 
S h i r l e y  s a i d .

" W e l l ,  " I r e p l i e d ,  "I c a n ' t  b l a m e  y o u .  I g u e s s  i t ' s  
j u s t  a p r o b l e m  I ' l l  h a v e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  a l o n e .  I p r o b a b l y  
w o n ' t  e v e r  f i n d  a g i r l  w h o  w o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d . "

" J o h n ,  I k n o w  s o m e o n e  w h o  w o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r  
p r o b l e m .  "

" W h o ' s  t h a t ,  S h i r l e y ? "

"A f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  n a m e d  J i l l ,  ” s h e  a n s w e r e d ,  " s he  
s h o u l d  u n d e r s t a n d  b e c a u s e  s h e  h a s  t h e  s a m e  p r o b l e m  y o u  
do. "

" Y o u  m e a n  s h e  l i k e s  t o  w e a r  d r e s s e s  t o o ? "  I i n q u i r e d  
f a c e t i  o u s l y .

" No  s i l l y ,  I m e a n  s h e  l i k e s  t o  w e a r  c l o t h i n g  o f  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s e x .  S h e  i s  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  t o o . "

" S h e ’s a w h a t ? "

"A t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  a n d  so  a r e  y o u ,  " S h i r l e y  d e c l a r e d .
A transvn ert-i-te  i s  s o m e o n e  w h o  l i k e s  t o  d r e s s  i n  t h e  

c l o t h i n g  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s e x . "
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" Y o u  m e a n  t h a t  s i n c e  w e  a r e  b o t h  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  J i l l  

w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  I l i k e  t o  w e a r  d r e s s e s ,  "
I s a i d  .

" R i g h t .  J i l l  l i v e s  n e x t  d o o r  t o  m e  s o  i f  y o u  w i l l  
d r i v e  o u t  t o m o r r o w  a f t e r n o o n  I ' l l  i n t r o d u c e  y o u  t o  h e r . "

T h e  n e x t  d a y  I m e t  J i l l  a n d  i f  S h i r l e y  h a d n ' t  t o l d  m e  
s h e  wa s  a g i r l  I n e v e r  w o u l d  h a v e  k n o w n  i t .  S h e  w a s  f i v e  
f e e t  t e n ,  a g o o d  f o u r  i n c h e s  t a l l e r  t h a n  I, a n d  s h e  w o r e  
h e r  b r o w n  h a i r  i n  a v e r y  s h o r t  b o y i s h  s t y l e .  S h e  w o r e  
s n e a k e r s ,  l e v i s ,  a n d  a b o y ' s  s h i r t  a n d  h e r  f i g u r e  w a s  no  
m o r e  g i r l i s h  t h a n  a f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r ' s .

"So  t h i s  i s  a f e l l o w  T V ? "  J i l l  s a i d .  " I ' l l  b e t  y o u ’re  
r e a l  c u t e  w h e n  y o u ' r e  d r e s s e d  u p .  C o m e  i n  a n d  m e e t  Mo n

Mr s .  H o w e l l  s e e m e d  g l a d  t o  m e e t  m e  a n d  s h e  s a i d  
s o .  "I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  be  a g o o d  f r i e n d  f o r  J a c k .  He  h a s  
n e e d e d  s o m e  f e m i n i n e  c o m p a n i o n s h i p  f or  s o m e  t i m e  a n d  
s i n c e  h e  c a n ' t  g o  o u t  w i t h  g i r l s  y o u  a r e  t h e  o n l y  o n e  w h o  
c a n  p r o v i d e  i t . "

"Wh o  4 s  J a c k ? "  I a s k e d .  T h e n  i t  d a w n e d  on m e .  "Oh,  
y o u  m e a n  J i l l .  T h a t  m u s t  be  w h a t  y o u  c a l l  h e r  w h e n  s h e  
i s  d r e s s e d  as a b o y . "

" T h a t ’ s r i g h t , "  Mr s .  H o w e l l  r e p l i e d .  " A n d  w h a t  d o  
t h e y  c a l l  y o u  w h e n  y o u  a r e  d r e s s e d  up ? "

I d o n ' t  h a v e  a g i r l ' s  n a m e .  Y o u  t w o  a n d  S h i r l e y  a r e  
t h e  o n l y  o n e s  w h o  k n o w  t h a t  I l i k e  t o  w e a r  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s .

" Wh a t  a r e  y o u  d o i n g  i n  p a n t s ? "  J a c k  b r o k e  i n .  " Y o u  
s h o u l d  be  i n  s k i r t s .  We w a n t e d  t o  s e e  w h a t  k i n d  o f  a g i r l  
y o u  nnade . "

" T h a t ' s  r i g h t , "  M r s .  H o w e l l  a d d e d .  " Y o u  s h o u l d  be  
w e a r i n g  a d r e s s .  Y o u  do  l i k e  t o  w e a r  d r e s s e s  d o n ' t  y o u ? "

" Y e s ,  bu t  n o b o d y  h a s  e v e r  s e e n  m e  d r e s s e d  as  a g i r l ,
I s a i d .  " P e o p l e  w o u l d  l a u g h  or t h i n k  I ' m  a q u e e r  or s o m e  
t h i n g .  I d o n ' t  h a v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  w e a r  a n y w a y .  I u s u a l l y  
w e a r  m y  m o t h e r ' s  c l o t h e s  b u t  s h e ' s  h o m e  a l l  d a y  t o d a y . "

" N u t s ! "  J a c k  e x c l a i m e d .  We w o n ' t  l a u g h  a n d  n o b o d y
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h a s  e v e r  n o t i c e d  m e .  E v e n  t h e  b o y s  i n  t h e  C y c l e  C l u b  
d o n ’ t k n o w  I ’ m n o t  r e a l l y  a b o y . ”

Mr s .  H o w e l l  s a i d ,  "As  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t o  w e a r ,  S h i r l e y  
i s  a b o u t  y o u r  s i z e  a n d  I ’ m s u r e  s h e  w o u l d  l e n d  y o u  s o m e ­
t h i n g  t o  w e a r . ”

" I ’ l l  b e  g l a d  t o  l o a n  h i m  a d r e s s . ” S h i r l e y  s a i d , "  I 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  w h a t  k i n d  o f  a g i r l  J o h n  w o u l d  m a k e .
I t h i n k  I c a n  d o  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  t h a t  h a i r ,  t o o .  I t h o u g h t  
t h a t  d u c k - t a i l  w a s  l i t t l e  t o o  l o n g  f o r  a b o y ,  b u t  n o w  I 
k n o w  w h y  h e  w e a r s  i t  t h a t  w a y . ”

At  S h i r l e y ' s  h o u s e  s h e  l e f t  m e  i n  h e r  r o o m  w i t h  a 
g i r d l e ,  br a  a n d  a p a i r  o f  n y l o n s .  S h e  t o l e  m e  t o  c a l l  h e r  
w h e n  I h a d  t h e m  o n .  W h e n  I f i n a l l y  h a d  e v e r y t h i n g  on  
r i g h t  i t  t o o k  a f e w  m o m e n t s  t o  s c r a p e  up e n o u g h  c o u r a g e  
t o  c a l l  S h i r l e y .

" N o t  b a d ,  " s h e  s a i d ,  " N o t  b a d  a t  a l l .  T h a t  w a i s t  i s  
a l i t t l e  t o o  t h i c k  t h o u g h .  H a v e  y o u  e v e r  w o r n  a w a i s t  
c i n c h e r ? "

" N o .  "

" W e l l ,  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  w e a r  o n e  n o w . "  S h e  s a i d ,  
d i g g i n g  o n e  o u t  o f  a d r a w e r  a n d  h o o k i n g  i t  a r o u n d  m y  
w a i s t .  " H o l d  s t i l l  w h i l e  I p u l l  t h e  l a c e s  r i g h t . "

" H o w do  I b r e a t h e  i n  t h i s  t h i n g ! "  I g a s p e d .

" Y o u ’ l l  g e t  u s e d  t o  i t . "  S h e  r e t u r n e d ,  " n o w  p u t  t h e s e
o n .  "

S h e  h a d  p i c k e d  out  a b l u e  s h e a t h  w i t h  s h o r t  s l e e v e s  
a n d  a p a i r  o f  h i g h  h e e l  p u m p s  f or  m e .  T h e  p u m p s  w e r e  
a l i t t l e  l o n g  b u t  e x c e p t  f o r  t h a t  t h e y  f i t  p e r f e c t l y .  I 
l i k e d  t h e  w a y  t h e y  s l i m n e d  m y  a n k l e s ,  c u r v e d  m y  c a l v e s ,  
a n d  s h o r t e n e d  m y  s t r i d e .  T h e  d r e s s  f i t  w e l l  a nd  s h o w e d  
m y  f i g u r e  t o  a d v a n t a g e .  S h i r l e y  s a t  m e  d o w n  a t  t h e  m i r r o r  
a n d  h e l p e d  m e  w i t h  m y  l i p s t i c k ,  p o w d e r ,  a n d  m a s c a r a .
S h e  p l u c k e d  m y  e y e b r o w s  f or  m e  a n d  s h o w e d  m e  h o w  t o  
c u r l  m y  e y e l a s h e s .  S h e  s h a p e d  a n d  a p p l i e d  n a i l  p o l i s h  
o f  t h e  s a m e  s h a d e  as  m y  l i p s t i c k  t o  m y  s o m e w h a t  l o n g  
f i n g e r n a i l s .  T h e  m a n i c u r e  d e f i n a t e l y  m a d e  m y  h a n d s  l o o k
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s l i m m e r  and mo r e  f e m i n i n e .  I sat  s t i l l  w h i l e  S h i r l e y  
we nt  to wor k wi t h an e l e c t r i c  c u r l i n g  i r o n .  I soon had  
a he a d  of  b o u n c y  B l a c k  C u r l s  a r r a n g e d  in a g i r l ’ s h a i r ­
s t y l e .  As a g i n a l  t ouc h S h i r l e y  put  a p a i r  of  p e a r l  e a r ­
r i ngs  on my  e ar s  so t hat  the p e a r l s  j u s t  s howe d b e l o w  
my  c u r l s .  She t ol d me to c l o s e  my  e y e s  u n t i l  she had me  
s t a n d i n g  in f r ont  of  the f u l l  l e n g t h  m i r r o r .

When I o pe n e d  my  e y e s  I c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  wh a t  I 
s a w.  I had worn dr es s es  b e f o r e  but  I had n e v e r  be e n  so 
c o m p l e t e l y  t r a n s f o r me d  i nt o  a g i r l .  Fr om the n e e d l e  toe  
of  my  pumps to the t o p mo s t  c u r l  in my  h a i r  I was  e v e r y  
i n c h  a p r e t t y  g i r l .  I n o t i c e d  S h i r l e y  s t a n d i n g  to one s i de  
l o o k i n g  at me wi t h s u r p r i s e .  She ma d e  me turn ar ound  
for  her  and then she sai d,  " I  d i d n ’ t t hi nk a bo y  c o u l d  
m a k e  such an a t t r a c t i v e  g i r l .  I f  I h a d n ’ t h e l p e d  y o u  I 
c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  y o u  w e r e n ' t  r e a l l y  a g i r l .  Ar e  y ou sure  
y o u  are a b o y ? "

" Y e s  I ’ m sure,  but  l o o k i n g  i n t o  thi s mi r r o r  ma k e s  me  
r at he r  sorry I ’ m not r e a l l y  a g i r l . "

" W e l l ,  " S h i r l e y  s a i d,  " i f  I we r e  a boy  t ha t  ma d e  as 
p r e t t y  a g i r l  as y ou do m a y b e  I wo u l d  l i k e  to dress l i k e  
a g i r l  t oo.  L e t ' s  go n e x t  do o r .  J i l l  and her  mo t h e r  are  
p r o b a b l y  g e t t i n g  i m p a t i e n t  by n o w . "

" W h o ' s  the c u t e  b r u n e t t e ? "  J a c k  as ke d as we c a m e  
i n .  " I t  c o u l d n ' t  be J o hn,  c o u l d  i t ? "

" W e ’ l l  h a v e  to c a l l  h i m J i l l  n o w . "  Mrs .  H o w e l l  s a i d .

" Wh y  J i l l ? "  I i n q u i r e d .

" Y o u  c e r t a i n l y  d o n ' t  l ook l i k e  a n y b o d y  n a me d  J ohn,  
Mr s .  H o w e l l  r e p l i e d ,  " a n d  J a c k  d o e s n ’ t use the n a me  
a n y mo r e  . "

" T h e n  I guess  I ' l l  be J i l l  for an e v e n i n g ,  " I s a i d .

I had a d e l i g h t f u l  e v e n i n g .  I l e a r n e d  how J i l l  b e c a m e  
J a c k .  She had be e n r a i s e d  as a boy  s i n c e  the a g e  of  f i v e .  
Her f a t h e r  had di ed whe n she was born and her  t wo s i s t e r s  
ma r r i e d  soon a f t e r  so t hat  Mrs .  H o w e l l  soon mi s s e d  h a v i n g  
a ma l e  a r o u n d .  She c ut  J i l l ’ s c u r l s  and r a i s e d  her  as her
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son.  I t ol d  J a c k  I p r o b a b l y  got  my  p r e f e r e n c e  for f e m i ­
ni ne  c l o t h e s  b e c a u s e  of  my  s i s t e r  C a t h y .  I e x p l a i n e d  
t hat  wh e n  we p l a y e d  C a t h y  wo u l d  c u r l  my  ha i r  ( w h i c h  
my  mo t h e r  m a d e  me  w e a r  l o n g  u n t i l  I was  ni ne)  and ma d e  
me we a r  dr e s s es  so t hat  she c o u l d  p r e t e n d  I was  her s i s t e r .  
J a c k  and I a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  we had a m u t u a l  l i k i n g  for  
m o t o r c y c l e s .  J a c k  s h o we d  me hi s  b i k e ,  a BS A Gol d S t a r .  
He o f f e r e d  to l e t  me r i de  i t  but  of  c o u r s e  I had to turn 
h i m d o w n .  A s h e a t h  and h e e l s  j us t  a r e n ' t  ma d e  for  
r i d i n g  m o t o r c y c l e s .  I tol d J a c k  I had a C B - 7 2  Honda  
Ha w k  t hat  I had b e e n  r i d i n g  in the l o c a l  e n d u r o s .  It 
soon g o t  dar k and so I s ai d I shoul d l e a v e  and I as ked  
S h i r l e y  to p l e a s e  g e t  my  c l o t h e s  and h e l p  me r e m o v e  my  
m a k e u p .

S h i r l e y  l a u g h e d .  " D o n ' t  be s i l l y .  Y o u r  mo t he r  h a s n ' t  
se e n y o u  y e t  and b e s i d e s  t hose c u r l s  I g a v e  y o u w i l l  l a s t  
a w e e k  or mo r e  no m a t t e r  how hard y ou brush t h e m . "

I was  h o r r i f i e d .  " Bu t  mo t h e r  d o e s n ’ t know I ' m  a 
t r a n s v e s t i t e  a n d ........... "

" S h e  does  n o w . "  Mr s .  H o w e l l  i n t e r r u p t e d .  I c a l l e d  
and tol d her  and she is v e r y  a n x i o u s  to see y ou dr ess ed  
as a g i r l . "

A f t e r  s ome  a r g u m e n t  I d r o v e  h o me  w e a r i n g  S h i r l e y ' s  
dress  and shoes  w h i c h  she sai d I c o u l d  k e e p .  Mo t h e r  me t  
me  at the door  and a f t e r  a l o n g  l ook at  me she took me  
in her  a r m s .

" M y  l i t t l e  g i r l .  She s a i d .  " Y o u  d o n ' t  know how 
mu c h  I ’ ve  mi s s e d  h a v i n g  y o u  ar ound as my  d a u g h t e r  s i nc e  
C a t h y  m a r r i e d  and m o v e d  a w a y . "

" Y o u  d o n ' t  o b j e c t  to my  w e a r i n g  d r e s s e s ? "  I a s k e d .

" O b j e c t  to i t !  Not  wh e n  y o u  l ook so n i c e  as a g i r l .
As a m a t t e r  of  f a c t  I wi s h y o u  wo ul d dress thi s w a y  a l l  
the t i m e .  "

" Be  a g i r l  a l l  the t i m e ? "

" Or at l e a s t  for the s u m m e r . "  M o t h e r  p l e a d e d .
" W o u l d  y o u mi nd  b e i n g  my  d a u g h t e r  for the s u m m e r ? "
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T h e  ne x t  d a y  mo t h e r  t ook me s h o p p i n g .  We b o u g h t  
s e v e r a l  dr es s es ,  t wo s ki r t s ,  and six b l o u s e s .  I i n s i s t e d  
on t wo p a i r  of  ski  pant s  and a p a i r  of  L a d y  W e l l i n g t o n  
bo o t s .  Mo t h e r  d i d n ’ t wa n t  me to w e a r  pant s  of  a ny  ki nd  
but I had to h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  to r i de  the bi ke  w i t h .  In the  
shoe d e p a r t m e n t  the o nl y  p a i r  of  f l a t s  she a l l o w e d  me  
we r e  the L a d y  We l l i n g t o n s .  I wa s  f i t t e d  wi t h a p a i r  of  
pi nk and a pai r  of  wh i t e  s pi ke  = h e e l e d  pumps  to m a t c h  
t wo of  my  dr e s s e s .  A p a i r  of  b l a c k  p u mp s  wi t h 2 - 1 / 4  i n c h  
h e e l s  c o m p l e t e d  our bus i nes s  in the shoe d e p a r t m e n t .
N e x t  I a q u i r e d  some  f e m i n i n e  u n d e r t h i n g s .  Mo t h e r  t ho u g ht  
t hat  t wo g i r d l e s ,  a h a l f  d o z e n  pa i r s  of  p a n t i e s ,  f our  bras,  
a c o u p l e  of  s l i ps  and a w a i s t  c i n c h e r  wo u l d  do f or  a s t a r t .  
A p a i r  of n i g h t i e s ,  one pi nk and one b l u e ,  g a v e  me s o m e ­
t h i n g  to s l e e p  i n.

In the a f t e r n o o n  I k e p t  my  a p p o i n t m e n t  at  the b e a u t y  
shop wh e r e  S h i r l e d  w o r k e d .  I wa s  g i v e n  a p e r m a n e n t ,  a 
s h a mp o o ,  and a h a i r s e t .  S h i r l e y  c a m e  o v e r  to g i v e  me  
a m a n i c u r e  as I sat  under  the h a i r  d r i e r .

" I  see y o u ' v e  d e c i d e d  to r e m a i n  a g i r l  for a w h i l e ,  " 
she s a i d .

" M o t h e r  wa nt s  me to be her  d a u g h t e r  thi s  s u mme r  
and I must  a d m i t  t hat  I l i k e  the i d e a . "

" Y o u  wo u l d ,  " S h i r l e y  s a i d .  " B u t  y o u  b e t t e r  be c a r e ­
f ul  that  you d o n ' t  b e c o m e  so p e r m a n e n t l y  f e m i n i n e  t hat  
y o u  c a n ' t  go b a c k  to b e i n g  a b o y . "

" Oh,  t hat  c o u l d n ’ t h a p p e n ,  I d e n i e d .

" I  w o u l d n ’ t be so c e r t a i n  i f  I w e r e  y ou,  " she r e t o r t e d .

When my h a i r  was dry the c u r l e r s  we r e  u n r o l l e d  and 
i t  was a r r a n g e d  in a s mo ot h s t y l e  t hat  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  
c o v e r e d  my  e a r s .  A c u r l  c a m e  f o r wa r d  on e a c h  c h e e k  and 
c u r l e d  ba ngs  n e a r l y  r e a c h e d  my  e y e b r o w s .  My  ear s  we r e  
p i e r c e d  and g ol d k e e p e r s  we r e  p l a c e d  in t h e m u n t i l  t h e y  
h e a l e d .  T h e  b e a u t y  o p e r a t o r  g a v e  me s ome  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
on how to a p p l y  ma k e u p  and I was  r e a d y  to g o.

T h a t  s u mme r  mo t h e r  i n s i s t e d  I l e a r n  to k e e p  hous e
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and c o o k .  I t ook o v e r  pa r t  of  the h o u s e h o l d  c ho r e s  and 
b e f o r e  the s u mme r  was  o v e r  I was  d o i n g  mos t  of  the 
c o o k i n g .  Mo t h e r  t a u g h t  me  to sew and I ma d e  a f ew  
dr e s s e s  and ski rt s  f or  m y s e l f .  S he sai d I was  mo r e  o b e ­
d i e n t  as a g i r l  t han I had b e e n  as a b o y .

S o o n a f t e r  I b e c a m e  J i l l  I had my  f i r s t  d a t e  wi t h  
J a c k .  We we n t  to a p i c n i c  s pons or e d by J a c k ' s  c y c l e  c l u b .  
I had a w o n d e r f u l  t i me  and I t o o l  s e c o n d  p l a c e  in the 
p o w d e r  p u f f  c l a s s  in the short  e n d u r o  the c l u b  h e l d .  We 
d i d n ’ t g e t  b a c k  u n t i l  a f t e r  dar k b e c a u s e  my  Honda d e v e ­
l o p e d  a f l a t  t i r e .  On the p o r c h  J a c k  put  his ar ms around  
me  and k i s s e d .  At  f i r s t  I t r i e d to push a w a y  but  then my  
a r ms  s e e m e d  to go ar ound his n e c k  of  t he i r  own a c c o r d  
and I ki s s e d  h i m b a c k .  Th u s  s t a r t e d  my  f i r st  w o n d e r f u l  
s u m m e r  as a g i r l .

At  the end of  the s u mme r  mo t h e r  and I had a short  
c o n v e r s a t i o n .

" I  c o u l d n ' t  go b a c k  to s c h o o l  as a g i r l ,  mo t h e r  , my  
f r i e n d s  wo u l d  r e c o g n i z e  me and wo n d e r  wh a t  ki nd of  a 
nut i a m . "

" N o  one wo u l d  r e c o g n i z e  y o u ,  " mo t h e r  s a i d .  " A n d  y o u  
mus t  a d m i t  y o u  l i k e d  b e i n g  a g i r l  thi s  s u m m e r . "

" I  h a v e  e n j o y e d  w e a r i n g  dr e s s es  and c ur l s  but S h i r l e y  
wa r n e d  me t hat  I b e t t e r  not  r e m a i n  a g i r l  for  l o n g  or I 
m i g h t  n ot be a b l e  to go b a c k  to b e i n g  a b o y .  "

" Y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e c o m e  to f e m i n i n e  to be a boy , . "  
m o t h e r  r e p l i e d .  " I t  w o n ’ t hurt  y ou to f i ni s h s c h o o l  as a 
g i r l .  Y o u r  s i s t e r ,  C a t h y ,  wo u l d  l i k e  to see y ou in the 
f l e s h  and she i s n ' t  c o m i n g  h o me  u n t i l  C h r i s t m a s . "

" I  gues s  I ' m  s t u c k  as a g i r l . "  I sai d c h e e r f u l l y ,  " but  
I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  m i n d .  I l i k e  b e i n g  a g i r l  and e v e n  S h i r l e y  
t hi nks  I ’ m a b e t t e r  pe r s o n as a g i r l  t han I was as a b o y . "

And so I w e n t  b a c k  to s c h o o l  as J i l l .  My  g r a d e s  i m ­
p r o v e d  and I was  h a p p i e r  t han I had e v e r  b e e n .  I got* the  
f e m i n i n e  l e a d  in the S e n i o r  p l a y  and I b e c a m e  one of  
t h r e e  c h e e r l e a d e r s .  Boys  ke p t  a s k i n g  for d a t e s  unt i l  t he y  
l e a r n e d  I wa s  J a c k ’ s g i r l .
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Mo t h e r  a r r a n g e d  h o r mo n e  t h e r a p y  for  m e .  Wi t h the  
hor mones  and D e b b i e  Dr a k e s  h e l p  I soon had a 3 6 - 2 2 -  36  
f i g u r e .  My  s i s t e r  was  u n a b l e  to c o m e  h o m e  for  C h r i s t m a s  
so mo t h e r  wr o t e  to C a t h y  d e s c r i b i n g  me  as I a p p e a r e d  
s hor t l y  a f t e r  C h r i s t m a s  v a c a t i o n .

" Y o u  c a n ' t  i m a g i n e  how u t t e r l y  f e m i n i n e  J i l l  has  
b e c o m e  s i n c e  I s t a r t e d  her  on h o r m o n e s . "  S he w r o t e .
" S h e ' s  such a p r e t t y  l i t t l e  g i r l .  As I w r i t e  thi s  J i l l  has  
j us t  g o t t e n  r e a d y  for a d a t e  wi t h  J a c k .  Her  n e a r l y  s h o u l d e r  
l e n g t h  h a i r  is p i l e d  in a ma s s  of  c u r l s  on top of  her  h e a d  
and she we a r s  p e a r l  studs in her  e a r s .  A p e a r l  t h o k e r  
e n c i r c l e s  her  n e c k .  Her dark br o wn e y e s  are w e l l  s e t  
o f f  by her e y e  m a k e u p  and her  Ion g c u r l i n g  l a s h e s .  Her  
l i p s  are a p e r f e c t  red c u p i d s  b o w .  J i l l ' s  f i g u r e  is v e r y  
l o v e l y  in her  t i g h t  bodi ’c e d ,  s t r a p l e s s  dress  wi t h  i t ' s  f u l l  
l a c e  and new s k i r t .  S he is w e a r i n g  m a t c h i n g  w h i t e  e v e n i n g  
pump s  wi t h  3 - 1 / 4 "  h e e l s .  J a c k  has j u s t  c o m e  for he r  and 
as I ' v e  run out of  t h i n g s  to s a y ,  I ' l l  c l o s e  n o w . "

By the t i m e  g r a d u a t i o n  c a m e  ar ound I k n e w I c o u l d n ' t  
go b a c k  to b e i n g  a bo y  e v e n  i f  I wi s h e d  t o .  J a c k  and I 
p l a n n e d  to b e c o m e  hus ba nd and w i f e  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  and  
I wo u l d  he l p  put  h i m t hr oug h c o l l e g e .  . A l t h o u g h  i t  was  
a c a s e  of  an a n a t o m i c a l  m a l e  and an a n a t o m i c a l  f e m a l e  
g e t t i n g  ma r r i e d ,  our g e n d e r  and s o c i a l  r o l e s  w e r e  c o m ­
p l e t e l y  r e v e r s e d .  J a c k  was  h a p p y  to be a ma n  and my  
hu s ba nd  and to c a r r y  on his m a s c u l i n e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
w h i l e  I had l e a r n e d  to l o v e  my  w o m a n l y  r o l e  in l i f e  and 
f ound g r e a t  j o y  in b e i n g  J a c k ’ s w i f e .  L o o k i n g  b a c k  on i t  
s i n c e  the t i me  when I f i r s t  t ol d S h i r l e y  a b o u t  b e i n g  a T V  
I d o n ' t  t hi nk I wo u l d  h a v e  c h a n g e d  t hi ng s  at a l l ,  and I 
w i l l  a l w a y s  be t h a n k f u l  to her  for her  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and  
her  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  J a c k  and J i l l ,  or wa s  i t  J i l l  and J a c k ?
By thi s  t i me  it  d o e s n ’ t m a k e  any  d i f f e r e n c e ----- we are j u s t
t w o  p e o p l e  who l o v e  e a c h  ot her  and who l o v e  the r o l e s  
in l i f e  t hat  we h a v e  bot h c h o s e n .

T H E  END
M A R Y  A N N
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" S U S A N N A

S A Y S . . . ”

Hi:
A quick note from Virginia drops like an 

alarm-clock bell at 5 AM when one's sleep is at it's 
deepest. Just a reminder that the column is due. An­
other summer came and went and with it a multiplic- 
tion of experiences and dreams come true. New friends 
came to add their baggage of TV wealth to our common 
space capsule. Meet Shanghai Lili, the perfect Chinese 
doll, barely 5' 4" or thereabouts, the envy of her 
taller sisters. Our first meeting at Susanna's NY 
apartment entailed 3 solid hours of Polaroid color 
shots, the first time that Lili could have her picture 
taken by somebody else. Up to then it was all self- 
portraits. Then came Lili's first visit to our country 
place. I assumed she would arrive at my apartment Friday 
evening carrying the usual mountain of suitcases that 
almost every TV carries for one week-end of dressing 
up. To my surprise, a cab pulled up in front of our 
house, and this cute Chinese girl emerges carrying 
just a small suitcase and her hand-bag. She explains 
with a smile: it was easier to dress at home and come 
already dressed for the week-end. And there were other 
friends that I had heard about but never met until now., 
there's Rita from the Bronz...a wonderful person and 
lots of fun to be with...and Ellen, a charming gal... 
the kind of person you like on first sight...Musn't 
forget Sally and Julie from Texas. Sally and Lorelei 
spent a week-end at Casa Susanna this Summer (their- 
honey-moon).... Lorelei (a gorgeous creature) got her 
baptism of fire spending an entire week-end surrounded



by TV's...her only complaint is that Sally just was 
won't learn to take care of her clothes (as a girl 
should)... Sally just smiles at Lorelei and states 
that Sally feels like a lady of leisure and besides, 
Lorelei does such a beautiful job of ironing that 
Sally would feel ashamed even to try her hand at the 
iron. Shortly after that week-end I had the opportunity 
to visit Texas (on business) but naturally managed to 
squeeze a marvellous TV evening at Sally's with the 
added joy of meeting Julie who drops a long stretch 
just for the occasion. The TV yakketty-yak went on 
(as you can well imagine) until the wee hours of the 
morning. That evening made the whole long trip to 
Texas really worth while.

There was an old dilapidated barn at Casa Susanna.
It is now becoming (after being fully renovated) a po­
tential entertainment hall. Incredible though it sounds 
for a TV hideaway, the first item of entertainment to 
make it's appearance at the barn was (excuse the ex­
pression) a pool table. Not a very lady-like vehicle 
for fun...but we must admit we've had many a pleasant 
afternoon shooting pool on high heels. Right Sally?
We've also proven this summer that to take TV pictures 
it isn't always necessary to stand in front of the 
camera making believe we are some sort of Rita Hayworth 
or Elizabeth Taylor...we decided to register on film 
the healthy expression of fun and joy that pervades a 
TV gathering, and one afternoon five TV's gathered on 
the lawn in front of the country house to take funny 
pix...One of them shows 3 TV's dumping a fourth one 
into a garbage can...another portrays a jealousy scene 
in which one TV is stabbed with a pitchfork by her sister 
TV while the others look on with horror...or again 
there's a volley ball game in progress.•.plus shots 
candid camera style...unposed and unexpected...these 
show the TV as she really looks to others. An extremely 
profitable exercise to spot one's weak points...I 
promise to send some of these most unconventional shots 
as soon as a certain TV friend of mine sends me the 
copies she promised...I'm sure Virginia would not ob­
ject to printing them as part of TV fun.

We've also discovered a little place some 5 miles 
away from the resort (bar-pizza combination) owned by
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a Hungarian lady and her husband. They are wonderful 
people and enjoy having a group of TV's coming into 
their place for pizza. We've been there three times 
altogether (all dressed of course) and it has been a 
fabulous experience for those TV's who had never, but 
never, been out in public. Right, Elaine? The reaction 
from the rest of the people at the place? Zero. I'm 
sure a good many of the bar customers read us as soon 
as we walked in, but the beauty of the whole scene 
was that it didn't make one whiff of difference either 
to them or to us. All they could see is that we were 
having a wonderful time. In a funny sort of way it is 
nice to be read so that you can show the on-lookers that 
we are having a ball in a discreet, non-scandalous, 
lady-like way. Quite different from the popular image 
of the screaming drag queen. It is indeed a pleasure 
to see TV's "loosening up". It is a form of magic to 
observe how the nervousness and tension slowly fade 
away as the relization makes itself felt: I am in a 
restaurant, I am sitting at this table..the waiter is 
serving me and he treats me as a human being, better
still, as a girl...No guilt, no shame, no fear.....
psychiatrists: take note] The beauty of the entire ex­
perience is that the lady who owns the place knows that 
we are TRANSVESTITES and she goes out of her way to make 
us feel at home. She and her husband, and later the 
bartender, come to our table and sit with us..the juke 
box is playing some Greek music and our hostess invites 
us to try that type of folk dancing...and we get up and 
hold hands, and form a circle and we dance...a couple 
of the customers at the bar are curious and approach 
our circle...five minutes later they, too, are part of 
the dance group....As when the clock strikes 3 AM..we 
depart.... the place is closing.... and we wish we could 
have stayed there for hours and hours...but there's 
always another time, another week-end...Did we make a 
good impression? We feel we did, otherwise our hostess 
would not have reiterated her warm invitation for us to 
return. She and her husband even walked with us to our 
car. The important thing here was that we behaved in 
accordance with the image we should always keep in mind 
when dressed in front of other people.

At this point I'd like to repeat something I've
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been insisting upon for a long, long tinve the right 
movements, the right walk, and at least a teeny-weeny 
attempt to soften that booming chest reverberation, 
just enough not to be too noticeable if you should ever 
be in public, And this means a little effort, a little 
rehearsing, a little checking up on movements in front 
of a mirror or in front of a friend who can criticize 
and suggest improvement. For those TV's who insist in 
puffing away holding the cigarette as they always do 
in their male lives let me bring up a statement made 
to me by a TV wife: Lorelei. She told me that then she 
was in college and she began to smoke, she spent plenty 
of time in front of the mirror rehearsing the MOST FE­
MININE WAY to handle that cigarette...how to make the 
hand motions as pretty as possible...in a way, the ci­
garette is today what the fan used to be a century ago 
(or still is in some social circles in Spain for in­
stance)...^ tool to enhance attractiveness....move­
ments that must be harmonious with the mood and the 
personality and the moment.... Now I ask: if a fabu­
lously attractive GG (such as Lorelei) took the trouble 
to improvw her movements in front of a mirror, how much, 
much more vital it is for a TV to check and re-check.
And I don't mean that this applies only to those who 
venture out in public. No indeed. Even in the company
of a wife, or a relative, or another TV....there's
nothing nicer than to present as smooth an image as 
possible. In some areas there's nothing we can do 
about....height, skeletal frame, feet, hands, muscles, 
etc....but in those areas where something can be done, 
there's just no excuse if we don't at least make an 
effort. One of the nicest compliments a TV can get from 
a non-TV is not that she looks beautiful or pretty (the 
friend is probably lying) but that she looks real.

Jody has come up with a dream: she wants to ice- 
skate this Winter. We have a lake at the resort..it 
will probably freeze.... and Jody is already picturing 
a group of TV's skating in full regalia (those tiny 
short skirts are simply adorable) sliding over the white 
surface of the pond. I admit I'd love to try on an out­
fit like that, but I'm afraid I would spend most of the 
time just sitting on the ice. Frankly I prefer the 
summer....Joan and Susanna are the only girls who have

Tiaasmtia
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enjoyed swimming in that lake "a la femme”. What to 
do about the wig? Just go behind some bushes, take off 
the wig and put on your bathing cap. Leave the wig in­
side your beach bag. Swimming does NOT mess up your 
make up as long as you do not attempt to dry your face 
with a towel.... just let the sun do the drying...then 
add a bit of face powder and you are all set. It is 
also convenient to have for such ocassions an extra 
set of falsies and an extra set of hip pads...when you 
come out of the water you won't be able to wear them 
until next day. Daphne from Canada was a bit more prac­
tical... she just let her brother do the swimming. One 
word of warning: a girl's bathing suit leaves a tell­
tale marking on your chest and shoulders. As you tan, 
the skin under the straps stays white. It's quite a 
tattoo for at least a couple of months. (Solution to 
this is to cover yourself beforehand with a good sun 
screen like "Sea & Ski" or "Tartan". I did this in 
Hawaii with no marks at all. Virginia)

Susanna's dancing lessons are progressing. So far 
the teacher has been working mostly on posture and re­
laxation. . .he has promised me that my neck will be at 
least half an inch longer and THINNER as a result of 
the exercises I'm doing. Back of the neck and between 
the shoulder blades he has found a vicious area of ten­
sion...which must be dissolved.... The hip joints and 
the shoulder joints were equally stiff and locked.... 
they must be loosened. He attributes part of this ten­
sion to my transvestism. He points out that the simple 
fact that when one is compelled to hide an important 
part of one's personality the result has to be tension. 
A couple of amusing incidents have taken place during 
these lessons. When my brother arrives at the studio, 
he only lets me wear a full skirted dress, long opera 
hose and dancing pumps. No wig, no makeup, since he has 
to dash to work right after the dance lessons. It is a 
huge studio which I have all to myself. One morning 
the teacher had me lying on the floor, flat on my back 
while he was kneeling astride of my legs hending over 
me and working with his hands straightening my spine. 
Suddenly a side door opened and a telephone repairman 
walked in on his way to the roof....you should have 
seen his face when he took in the scene on the floor.
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With a whispered "excuse me", he took off. Another 
morning, the teacher very seriously tells me he must 
warn me of an unforeseen result his lessons might 
bring about: it seems that he has a friend who is a 
psychiatrist and has mentioned to him the fact that he 
has a TV student. The psychiatrist feels that as we 
work to bring out the feminine we are also relaxing 
and developing the male personality.... and he thinks 
that it could well happen that Susanna would end by 
disappearing entirely as her brother became stronger.
In other words as you learn to dance in dresses you 
might just be killing the girl-withinj I assured my 
teacher that I wasn't one bit worried over his friend's 
theory because ever since I've been taking these lessons 
both Susanna and her brother feel physically better., 
true..but as usual it is Susanna who wants to do the 
dancing. HE is not interested. At any rate I must meet 
that psychiatrist. We ought to have a very nice and 
illuminating chat. But even with this threat of extinc­
tion Susanna feels marvellous.... it is one of the most 
worthy investments I've ever made in my life...Of course 
it takes a teacher who is not only good but fully aware 
of the TV's mental and physical problems.

Cynthia warmly recommends the new pressed face 
powder "corn silk"....it looks terrific on her face, 
but again not everybody has a face like Cynthia's. And 
this brings me to the closing note for this issue: the 
gathering at Sheila's in early October. As usual it was 
fun...and as usual we devoured the goodies that only 
Clarissa knows how to fix. Joan and Susanna celebrated 
one more birthday trying to convince themselves that 
they are both one year younger...Joan looks younger but 
she is cheating - Betsy from Rhode Island and Pamela 
from England (this is Pamela #2, also a Limey) were 
ecstatically happy. It had been a long time of absten­
tion for both of them....Pamela even gathered enough 
courage to leave Sheila's house without changing back., 
and Wilma's brother (who was kindly doing the driving) 
treated Pamela to an extra 40 miles of travelling by 
sneakingly taking the wrong road back to New York.

Wilma asks me to warn TV's against buying the new 
small size Polaroid. She says they do a very poor job.

And thus ends another chapter in TVland.
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We*11 be back with more gossip and rambling in the 
next issue of TRANSVESTIA.

Love,
SUSANNA

T 'rnjwtia

REMINDER

Sometimes readers get so used to TRANSVESTIA that 
they forget that Chevalier has many other things to 
offer also. While speaking of TRANSVESTIA, may I re­
mind you that anything is new until you have read it. 
There is nothing dated about this subject of ours. So 
back issues of the magazine are just as good reading 
as the current issue and they are cheaper too. Person­
ally I would like to clear out the back issues to make 
space and to realize some badly needed capital, so 
don't forget - 6 issues for $20. ($3.33 each)

Then there is the FEMMEMIRROR, a monthly news­
letter made up of your own comments, ideas, etc. Support 
it with contributions and it can become a very interest­
ing and chatty addition to your library. For those 
interested in clippings and what goes on elsewhere 
there is the CLIPSHEET. This too is made up from read­
ers contributions, so please help us out here.

In addition we have printed a number of separate 
stories ranging from the short little TV TALES thru 
a collection of short stories like SCARCITY OF NURSES, 
to full length stories like FATED FOR FEMININITY,
MALE ACTRESS, CARNIVAL and TALES FROM A PINK MIRROR.

Don't forget either that Chevalier offers special 
merchandise to you too, the REALISTIC FALSIES, PHANTOM 
FANNY, and PRETTY PANTIES. I can also supply WIGS at 
less than going rates.

Please get details from the price list on the last 
page and please use the snip out order form too. It 
will help in filling and tracing orders. Send for any 
of these items to:
CHEVALIER PUBLICATIONS BOX 36091 LOS ANGELES 36, CALIF.
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PATRICIA

DEE DOROTHY 52-L-l FPE

SALLY

BRENDA - COLO.
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B O O K

R E V I E W

ROYAL SET, by Edna Nixon, Reynel & Co., New York, 
Hardcover, 245 pp./3 bib./12 index. $5.75 (1965)

Publication of this volume should be the big 
event of 1965 in the TV world. Despite some defects 
in Mrs. Nixon's understanding of transvestism, she 
seems to have a good feel for it except when misled 
by various "medical experts." In addition (or perhaps 
primarily) she is a skilled and meticulous historian, 
and has obviously done a far better job than any of 
her predecessors. The Chevalier really comes to life 
under her pen, and so do his close associates - friendly 
and otherwise. One fault, though, is the excessive use 
of French phrases (plus a few Latin ones) where the 
English equivalent could hardly have failed to convey 
her meaning adequately.

Many delightful surprises await the reader who 
has seen only the usual two-page summary of D'Eon's 
career in some popular "medical text". That his long
string of given names began "Charles Genevieve----"
was apparently not uncommon in that time and place 
but the addition of "Mary" at confirmation was apparent­
ly less so - and the boy was reported to have been 
particularly pleased by it] A quotation from his teen­
age journal also seems significant: "We should all like 
to live...an imaginary life, in order to approve of 
ourselves with more certainty, and to live in our imagi­
nation more calmly." This is an interesting step to­
wards the double life we all know so well, and to which 
he gave his name.

On page 35, Mrs. Nixon asks (rhetorically) "why
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should the Chevalier, who certainly was far from rich, 
have his portrait painted in such guise by an artist 
of renown who could certainly command a high price for 
his work?" To which I can only reply, on behalf of us 
all, "We can't afford our Polaroid Cameras and endless 
color prints, either - but we MUST have them, and this 
extravagance of D'Eon's is so characteristic of the TV 
world that it bridges the centuries like a handclasp."

Another link that will appeal to many of us is 
the notation of personality change on page 79 and again 
on page 122; the emergence of "Mile. D'Eon" as a public 
figure brought a surge of ambition - and of arrogance! 
The observation that at times one "aspect" appeared to 
dominate, while at other times another took over, is 
as applicable to the modern Eonist - though there is 
still controversy over the nature and depth of the 
shift. Other factors in his life that will ring a bell 
with some, though not all, of us include what Mrs.
Nixon calls "incessant writing, the safety-valve of 
an over-active mind," and the Chevalier's eagerness 
to fight for his rights, even when a strategic retreat 
or a compromise would have been much to his advantage. 
On these points, I could write a book myself - or com­
pile one from my incoming mail!

The story of the Chevalier's loss of his male 
status has never, to my knowledge, been so well told. 
For reasons that will never be clearly known, but which 
seem to have been based both on his perverse sense of 
humor and on his fury at intolerable delays in settling 
his expense accounts, he twice declared himself to be 
a true woman to envoys from the French court at his 
residence in London, Furthermore, he "proved" it, per­
haps by showing a womanly chest. He could scarcely have 
forseen that the result would be his being forbidden to 
appear in France except as a woman, since this was (he 
insisted) MOST distasteful to him! Mrs. Nixon shows 
real insight in saying, "It was the freedom to assume 
the appearance corresponding with his intense, if 
transitory, feelings that was of supreme importance." 
And yet, to add the final touch of inconsistency, when 
the French Revolution and his retirement to England 
set him free from the "intolerable" restriction, he 
never again wore male clothing!

Twunttia
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In short, this is probably the ultimate in,bio­

graphies of the Chevalier; even should one of our 
nsisterhood" arise who is equal to the authoress in 
technical ability, it would be most difficult for even 
an insider to produce a significantly better version.

SHEILA NILES - 30-B-2-FPE

DISAPPOINTING NEWS

Since the last issue went to press I have received 
a letter from the firm of attorneys that handled the 
appeal of our TV case to the Supreme Court. Unfortu­
nately due to the press of other work the Court denied 
the petition to review the decision of the New York 
Court. This unfortunately is the end of the line as 
far as this particular case goes, there is nothing 
further that can be done here.

Yet this action was not entirely in vain. It 
provided a cause around which all who contributed to 
the Defense Fund rallied and offered proof that there 
is a united spirit here and that we are not just a 
bunch of isolated, self-centered odd balls each in her 
own cocoon. Rather we do have contacts, communications, 
and common interests strong enough to get behind an 
idea and push it. It will be easier next time. We got 
a firm of attorneys sufficiently briefed on this sub­
ject to be able to take a case like this thru several 
New York Courts and up to the Supreme Court of the 
United States with researched briefs and all. This 
organized information will be available for the next 
case that we support. We got the American Civil Liber­
ties Union into the act and interested them sufficiently 
for them to file a brief of their own as a friend of 
the court. Moreover we found someone with courage 
enough to act as the guinea pig and to allow her case 
to be used in this way. We all owe a vote of thanks to 
Felicity for her part more than she owes us for finan­
cial support. Finally in carrying the case thru several 
lower New York Courts the subject was brought to the 
attention of other judges and lawyers so all is not 
lost. There are many points of progress here.
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PHI PI EPSILON NEWS

The rejuvenation of FPE that Fran and Sheila are 
bringing about is marvelous. We have a couple of real 
organizers and doers here and I think I can speak for 
a large number of us in not only congratulating them 
on the job they are doing but thanking them for doing 
it. It is such a pleasure and satisfaction to me to 
see some of my ideas and plans taking shape which 
under the circumstances I was in before I could not 
bring about myself. This is not meant to mean that all 
ideas being put into effect are mine, far from it, 
these two gals have cooked up lots on their own. What 
I meant was that it was my dream from the beginning 
to organize PHI PI EPSILON and get chapters established 
as widely as possible so that more and more of our 
lonely and isolated sisters could come to have the 
experience not only of knowing others and being able 
to femmedress among friends, but to achieve some of 
the self assurances, self acceptance and growth that 
membership and activities in FPE make possible. The 
growth and developement of some of our sisters is 
really wonderful and very satisfying to me. I don't 
care that some of you may resent it. I feel like a 
mother to the lot of you and I'm happy to see my 
daughters become real and not shadows.

Those who are members of FPE have received the 
first two issues of Femme Forum, the Soroity's new 
newsletter and progress report. For those who are not 
members I can report that we now have the principle 
areas of the world broken into Regions with a council­
lor and usually a deputy in each. Sheila and Fran 
have developed new sets of procedures for security, 
communification and membership and things are really 
on their way.

PHI PI EPSILON was conceived of one continues to 
be a combination Sorority and Service Club to which a 
Femmeself may belong, in which she may grow and mature 
and thru which she may help others as she was helped.
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ESTABLISHING IDENTITY

POST OFFICE BOXES: For those who cannot conveniently
receive mail at home the post office box is the answer. 
But there is something you must remember: It is illegal 
to take out a box in a ficticious name. It is not, 
however, illegal to receive mail in a ficticious name. 
Therefore, take the box in your own name and just tell 
the window clerk that Mr. or Mrs., or Miss so and so 
will also be receiving mail in the box. Then you can 
use any name you want - masculine or feminine.

"DOING BUSINESS AS...." For a small fee the publication 
in a daily newspaper and to pay the county registration 
one can register a ficticious business name like "Jones 
TV", or "Acme Products Co.", etc. Having such a ficti­
cious name you can get a postbox for that firm. You 
can also get a checking account for it.
CHECKING ACCOUNTS: To get a checking account in a
bank, you have to give considerable information about
yourself, often including a bank reference--where you
have banked previously. Since your femmeself has no 
credit standing this is difficult. There are two solu­
tions: One is the ficticious name or ’’DBA" approach 
mentioned above in which your "sister" is the treasurer 
or some such and therefore will be the one to sign the 
checks. It is well to make your own true name or another 
a ficticious name one of the owners of the account too 
so that checks can then be signed by both. I estab­
lished my ficticious names two at a time by register­
ing myself as doing business as "Charles Prince, Editor 
Chevalier Publications." When this notice is printed 
you get several copies. You take one to the bank and 
they will then open the account. Thus I have a Chev. 
Pubs, account on which Charles Prince signs and a 
personal account which can be signed by either Charles 
Prince or Virginia Bruce.
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AMERICAN EXPRESS CHECKS: These can be bought by your
true self but for your sister, take the application 
form have her to sign, make them give you the checks 
in blank as your sister is ill at the moment, etc.
CREDIT CARDS: To get a credit card also requires
background information that your femmeself cannot 
supply but a card can be issued for her if you, her 
brother, guarantees it. I have several gas company 
credit cards in Virginia's name as well as American 
Express and Diners Club cards. All were obtained by 
having Virginia fill them out but then I as my real 
self with my own real credit as the background, guaran­
teed the payment. This guarantee method can also be 
used to establish a bank account. The bank never has 
to see your sister, you just take the papers home for 
her to sign. After you have had an account this way 
for 6 months or a year your branch manager will prob­
ably be willing to give you a courtesy card for your 
sister which is next best to a driver's license as an 
identification.
SOCIAL SECURITY CARD: One of these can be gotten in
your femmename by simply obtaining a form and filling 
it out. Although it is not supposed to be used for 
identification, it does no harm to have this in the 
card section of your wallet when you have to establish 
yourself.
POLICE AND LAWS: If you are brave enough, go into your
local Police station and tell them that you are in­
terested in knowing their attitude toward femmedressing 
by a non-homosexual person. If it is flatly illegal 
you are dead, but if it is a matter of interpretation 
it does no harm to be on the table with them. Take 
one or several of my pamphlets along to give them and 
discuss it with them. When you leave ask for the 
Officer's card so that you can remember wham you talked 
with. Having been straightforward with them and es­
tablishing a beachhead you will be better off should 
the time arise when you are picked up.

Using these pamphlets as an excuse for visiting
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the Vice Squad or just the Chief you can do a lot of 
educating for the cause and at the same time establish 
yourself in their minds as not being a menace to 
society.
LAWYERS: It would be advisable to seek out a compet-
ant and knowledgeable attorney, visit him, put the 
cards out with him and explain that you are a TV, that 
you go out and that you want to have somebody already 
briefed in case you ever get into trouble. Ask him 
to advise you about local ordinances and attitudes.
He can write to the city or district attorney for an 
opinion— you could not do so yourself.
DRIVER LICENSES: I don't know how it is in other
states, but in California, they will only issue one 
license to a body regardless of how many different 
professional or business names one may operate under. 
Moreover, when you make application there is generally 
the fine print at the bottom that says that the above 
information is true under penality of perjury and then 
you sign it. This means that getting a feminine license 
is probably a felony. It is true that the chances of 
their finding this out are not great, but there are 
always cases of mistaken identity, accidents, etc., 
whereby your true sex is revealed together with a 
license that is improper. So there is not much ad­
vantage to having a female one. In cities or states 
where there is no direct law against masquerading you 
are about as well off to be forthright about it.If you 
are stopped, show the male license, tell the officer 
that this is a hobby of yours, let him check you out 
by radio with headquarters, accept the ticket for the 
traffic offense and be gone. If you are able to develop 
some sort of activity like my lectures or singing to 
records as an entertainment, etc., you can collect 
evidence of this thru letters and submit it to the 
Director of Motor Vehicles of the state and ask for a 
female license. You probably want get it, but you might 
get a letter acknowledging the fact that you do these 
things and have made such information available to the 
authorities. Copy this letter and carry it with you.

VIRGINIA....
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That title usually refers 
to something the girls give the 
boys and in a certain sense that 
is what I mean here, but not in 
the usual way.

We TVs start out as men 
with a very frustrated yearning 
inside to wear pretty things.
In the early stages we ration­
alize this with the arguments 
that we like the color, soft­
ness, perfume, decoration, etc. 
and that the peacock is prettier 

than the peahen so why shouldn't we be and so on. While 
this is all true, as we develop further and become 
what I have named femmepersonators we move out of the 
semi-fetishistic area into one in which we begin to 
talk of "the girl within" and of our femmeselves. The 
more we enter into this dual existance the more fasci­
nating it becomes and the more it draws us to go fur­
ther.

It is in this stage that some individuals who are 
really TV and FPs at heart began to go overboard with 
touches of what might be described as the "senior class 
complex." I'm sure we can all remember when we were 
seniors in either high school or college. We began to 
look forward to the next jump ahead and to yearn for 
graduation day when we would get our diplomas. At the 
same time we began to feel a little condescending to­
ward those lower than ourselves on the academic ladder,
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the poor juniors, sophs, and frosh. We were, bigger, 
more experienced, more mature, more important, etc, 
and we were about to prove all this by going on to 
bigger things. Thus the lofty senior.

Those FPs who begin to suffer from this "Senior 
Class Complex" are those who begin to imagine them­
selves as graduating from this mixed up half and half 
land of a dual personality, of living a masculine role 
part of the time and a feminine one part of the time. 
They persuade themselves that they are more developed 
than the rest and that they should prove it by going 
on the rest of the way and have sex change surgery.
To "graduate", that is, from the ranks of the ordinary 
run-of-the-mill FP. To get their diploma (though in 
this case "giving" their diploma of manhood would seem 
to be more appropriate) they go to Casablanca or else­
where. While this route is the only one leading to 
sanity and happiness for a very few, this is not so 
for the big majority in my opinion. That so many of 
them become sexually promiscuous is a measure of their 
continuing restless and unsatisfied condition. So while 
I am not against sex change surgery in principle I be­
lieve that it is indicated only rarely among those who 
clamour for it.

So what to do about it? As an advocate of modera­
tion in all things I think it is timely to say some­
thing for the other side, for masculinity. Our efforts 
and interests both personally and through publications 
like TRANSVESTIA and  organizations like PHI PI EPSILON 
have been centered <n helping TVs to recognize and to 
accept "the girl within". This of course is the big 
problem with all of us in the beginning, but as it be­
gins to resolve itself and we do accept "her" and live 
her with more tranquility and enjoyment and less fear 
and shame we begin to need a little counter balancing. 
Some are able to provide this themselves others may 
not be able to, and still others may not even recognize 
the need to do so. Thus the title of this column,
"something for the boys"--meaning a few well chosen
words about the boy within us too.

I have personally had the experience, now that 
Virginia lives as much as she does and gets about 
everywhere, of having people who know me as Virginia
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and see me as a relaxed and comfortable woman often say 
"why don't you live that way all the time". They are 
not thinking of surgery but just of living. People ask 
this among the questions at my lectures and in answering 
them I realize I am answering myself and it seems worth 
while to try to answer it for a lot of those who read 
these columns. I usually tell such questioners that if 
someone had offered me a magic pill five years ago 
that was guaranteed to rid me forever of my desire to 
femmedress that I would probably have impulsively 
taken two. But if this same panacea were offered to 
me today I would have nothing to do with it. Why? Be­
cause I have learned to accept and enjoy my femmelife 
and femme experiences BUT the years also brought me the 
wisdom to recognize that everything is relative.

Did you ever stop to think that there could not 
be an "up" if there were not a "down", a "dark" without 
a "light", "good" without "bad", etc? More directly 
there is no "feminine" without a "masculine" for com­
parison. When one is "100% masculine" (horrible thought) 
one is very lopsided and misses so much of life---like- 
wise of course, for the "1007o feminine". Thus as one 
begins to achieve some balance by letting the pendulum 
swing away from the 100% point one has a fuller, more 
interesting, more rewarding life. This comes from re­
cognizing one's femmeself and giving her a little share 
in living. But there is an old saying about giving and 
inch and taking a mile. Sometimes I am afraid, the 
fascination of this new life gets out of hand and we 
lose the perspective necessary to enjoy it. When we go 
too far in the femmedirection we are rideing up the 
other side of the pendulum swing.

Having recognized that my appreciation for and 
enjoyment of Virginia existed in the first place be­
cause I was a male and therefore was attracted to fe­
males, I realized that surgery would be a form of 
suicide not only for my masculine self but for Virginia 
too since it would cut the ground (as well as other- 
things) out from under her. Then, when Virginia had 
developed enough to be a personality in her own right,
I was no longer under so much pressure to give her 
life so I was better able to look at the whole of exis- 
tance with perspective. When I did, I realized that
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there were many things in a manfs life that were in­
teresting, satisfying, challenging and that I would not 
want to give them up. At the same time I also realized 
that when you can have something that you look forward 
to it is enjoyed, but that when you must have it all 
the time by force of circumstances it looses a lot of 
it's enchantment. Thus being a woman some of the time 
is wonderful, having to be one all the time would not 
be half as great as it seems to be from a distance.

Thus when I say "something for the boys" I am 
suggesting that it would be well from time to time to 
sit back and look at your masculine life too. Be hon­
est about it and observe the pleasures, satisfactions, 
challenges, accomplishments, etc. that it affords. Give 
the "guy" his due and don't forget him in the struggle 
to let "her" out of the closet. While I will be charged 
with speaking for myself, I know that I also speak for 
many another too, and hope that those I don't speak 
for yet will be moved to reconsider when I say that the 
best all around condition is that of the dual person­
ality. This gives one the opportunity to squeeze the 
maximum out of existance by living some "him" and some 
"her" and getting the pleasure of both. So let's not 
forget that we are all built in a male way and have 
been brought up in a masculine framework which has it's 
costs but also it's compensations and let us say a word 
for and give a little credit to the "boy without" as 
both the source and the support of the "girl within".

VIRGINIA

A r o u n d  the  w o r l d ,  in p o r t s  of  c a l l ,
I ' v e  s e e n  t he  s i g h t s  t h e y  hol d .
B u t  n o n e  t h e r e - i n  t he  t h r i l l s  r e c a l l ,
T h e  e a g e r  h e a r t  and  a c t i o n s  bo l d .
Th a t  m a k e  up,  l a c e s ,  p e r f u m e s  b r i n g  
Wi t h  p e a c e  of  m i n d  and s o u l  s e r e n e .
I f i nd  m y  w o r l d  and wa n t  to  s i ng ,
" F r o m  t h e s e ,  a l i f e  a p a r t  w e  g l e a n .  "

P h y l l i s  -  2 Z - A - l - F P E
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JbOKs

% FROM VIRGINIA

Due to lack of resources in time, energy and 
money the above will just have to do as my Christmas 
Card. I would have liked to get out a nice, pretty, 
feminine one and sent it to all of you, but such was 
impossible and I hope you will understand, forgive 
and know that Virginia wishes the best for all of 
you.

May I also take this space to thank all of you 
who have sent me letters of encouragement and especial­
ly those few who have sent in a little extra money 
with orders to spend it on myself. Having such friends 
gives me strength to deal with my enemies. I thank you.

1966 is just 900 years since the Battle of Hast­
ings in 1066 when William the Conquerer cleaned up on 
the English. The history of modern England stems from 
that date. 1966 is just 190 years since 1776 when the 
history of America really began. So, I have resolved 
that 1966 is going to be the beginning of my modern 
history too. The law, the courts, the judges being 
what they are and partial to "the little woman" and 
non-understanding of the "little TV", I imagine that 
I will come out of the battle of January pretty beaten 
in a material sense, but I will be victorious in a 
moral sense no matter what. I have not done what I 
have been accused of nor harmed anyone and no amount 
of legal shenenigans can make a legal wrong out of a 
moral right, so I look forward to a new year, a free 
year, and a year of accomplishment. I hope the same 
goes for you all. Sincerely,

Virginia
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CHALLENGE AND REPLY

A couple of months ago I received this letter....
"I am writing you on the subject of the publica­

tion of my story "----" which you have seen fit to
print in a recent issue of TVia but have not thought 
it good enough to let me see it or be paid for it. I 
would like to have the issue it appears in and no 
other EVER AGAIN. I can't see any sense in contributing 
to a publication such as you seem to edit with no hope 
of ever being paid or thanked. I have let my subscrip­
tion lapse some time ago mostly because I feel TURN­
ABOUT has a lot more on the ball and doesn't try to 
ram a lot of "Virgin Views" down the reader's throats. 
After all, Virginia, your magazine is by and for TV's 
but if they find no satisfaction in contributing, they 
will follow me and turn to others who will] Answer 
this if you can, print it if you dare.'

Signed, (Name withheld)
I accept your challenged I've printed it and here 

is my answer. Yes, TVia IS by and for TV's. This means 
each should contribute for the enjoyment of all. The 
thanks you got was the opportunity to enjoy the work 
of others even as I hope they enjoyed yours. Had you 
said you wanted payment when you submitted the article 
it would have been returned to you. If you want that 
issue you can order it like everyone else does. I 
can't afford free copies to every contributor. There 
are too many glad to contribute. This is a cooperative 
effort, not a bought one. If TVia had not existed in 
the past what you have read and with whom would you 
now be friends??? Consider that carefully.

I can hardly feel that offering what thoughts 
I've had on the subject of TVism in "Virgin Views" is 
ramming them down your throat. You neither have to 
read nor agree, As to Turnabout, since when has it 
paid? If you feel that a 48 page magazine appearing 
5 times in 2 \ years offers more than 90 pages 6 times 
a year for 6 years, by all means, switch don't fight.
I do my best but you are entitled to your opinion.

VIRGINIA



I. QUESTIONAIRE AGAIN: I thought I had sent out all
the questionaires that I had had printed a long time 
ago. It was the 390 of these that were returned that 
formed the basis of my Hawaiian paper. However, when 
I moved I found another whole package of them. So I
am sending them out to new subscribers when they start. 
At the same time there are a number of you who have 
entered the fold since last I sent any out. Since it 
would be nice to ultimately have as many as possible 
I would like to ask any of you who have never filled 
one out to request one with your next order and'I'll 
gladly send it. If one comes into the hands of any­
body who filled it out previously, please do not do it 
again. I do not want to foul up the results by dupli­
cation.
II. ENDORSMENTS ON CHECKS: Due to the complications
that have beset me during the last several months and 
the number of persons who did not get what they ordered 
I'd like to request a favor. Would those of you who have 
ordered by check or money order during this period 
check the endorsements on them. If it says anything 
besides Chevalier Publications, Charles Prince or 
Chevalier Publications, by R.E. Allen, Receiver I would 
like to know about it, maybe the post office would too.
III. POST OFFICE BOXES; Speaking of the P.O. May I 
warn you again that it is illegal to take out a post 
box in any name other than your own. You can receive 
mail under any and as many names as you want once the 
box is established, but for heavens sake take it out 
as John Smith if that is your name. Avoid the troubles 
that can some from a postal inspector visiting you.
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"30” FOREVER

It is with mingled regret and relief that I have 
to report that with issue #45 at the age of 4 years 
(which is relatively old as such things go), death 
comes as it must to all ventures, to the FEMME MIRROR. 
There will be no more. Issue #45 explains it all. 
Essentially it had to be put to death because I, 
Virginia am simply overworked and would be sacrificing 
more important matters trying to keep the Mirror going 
by myself. The new FEMME FORUM, house organ of PHI 
PI EPSILON under the excellent editorship cf Fran 
FPE1s Exec. Secty-Treas will fittingly fill it's 
shoes (high heeled, of course). Adjustment will be 
made for those paid in advance and back issues are 
available 6 for $3.00

^jOT_L<3E[i. Use of the " Pe r s o n  to Pe r s o n "  c o l u m n  is lim ­
i t e d to m e mb e r s  of  FPE and to those w i l l i n g  to f i l l  out  
a p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f orm wh i c h  w i l l  be sent on re-  
g u e s t .  Ad d r e s s  a l l  a ns we r s  to adds a p p e a r i n g  her e  to:  
" C O N T A C T "  4 9 2 4  W.  P i c o  Bl v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19,  C a l i f .

7-H-2 FPE Lifelong TV, married, 34, scientist, wel­
comes all corres. with all TV's foreign or 
domestic. Live So. New Eng. BARBARA

2-T-l FPE Sngl. FP, 43. Alaskan resident like to
corres. with sisters anywhere. Exch. photos 
Travel Alaska, Wash, Calif & Orient frequent­
ly. Please write ROBERTA
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DESCRIPTIVE PRICE LIST
" T R A N S V E S T I A "  . . . A ma g a z i n e  wr i t t e n by,  for,  and 
about men wi th a " F e e l i n g  for the F e m i n i n e " .  P u b l i s h ­
ed 1 st of e ve n numbered months at $ 4  per c o p y .  
" FEMMEMI RROR"  . . . A 1 6  page ne ws l e t t e r  and gossi p  
sheet p r i v a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  Publ i shed 1 5 t h  of e a c h month 
at $ 1  per c o p y .  Y e a r l y  s ubs c r i pt i ons  1 2  for $ 1 0 .
" CL I PS HE E T " . . . News of t r ans v e s t i s m and i mp e r s o n a t i o n  
around the wor l d.  C l i p p i n g s  sent in by r eaders  for  
scrapbook use.  Publ i shed 4 t i mes  a y e a r  at $ 1 . 5  0. per c opy  
Y e a r l y  s ubs c r i pt i on $ 5 .
" T V - T A L E S  OF FEMME F I C T I O N " . . .  1 6  pag e  short s t ori es  
with T r a n s v e s t i c  t hemes .  Publ i shed 4 t i mes  a y e a r  at 
$ 1 . 5 0 .  Y e a r l y  s ubs c r i pt i on $ 5 .

S E P A R A T E  BOOKS

" T HE  T R A N S V E S T I T E  AND HIS W I F E " . . .  A Di s c us s i on  
from Both Points of  V i e w " . . .  i nc l ude s  26 pages  of l e t t e r s  
from underst andi ng wi v e s .  Wri t t en s i mp l y ,  f a i r l y  and
d i r e c t l y  to hel p wi v e s  a i d  parent s  u n d e r s t a n d ............. $ 3 .
" F A T E D  FOR F E M I N I N I T Y " . , .  F a s c i n a t i n g  story of a hi gh  
school  boy who wants to be c he e r  l e a d e r  and ends up as 
school  Beaut y Queen and e v e n t u a l l y  as the bri de of  a
be a ut i f ul  gi r l .  90 pages ,  i l l u s t r a t e d ............................... $ 5 .
"I AM A MALE A C T R E S S " . . .  Report er  i mp e r s o n a t e s  a star,  
makes a hit ,  gets  c o n t r a c t ,  b e c o me s  a c t r es s ,  ma r r i e s  
f e ma l e  star,  they l i v e  as si sters.  1 00 pag es ,  i l l u s .  $ 5 .  
" T HE  S C A R C I T Y  OF NURSES AND OTHER S T O R I E S " . . .  A  
c o l l e c t i o n  of 5 short st ori es  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m.  7 7
pages ,  i l l u s t r a t e d .............................................................................. $ 5 .
" REVERS E S E X " . . .  C o m p l e t e  and a u t ho r i z e d  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  
of the f amous Pa r i s i an p e r s o n a l i t y  C O C C I N E L L E .  1 2 0  
pages of story,  64 pages  of pi c t ur es  dressed and undressed  
to show her r e ma r k a b l e  c o n v e r s i o n .  Book i mp o r t e d from 
E n g l a n d ................................................................................................... $ 3 .

" C I R C L E  OF S E X " . . .  In i n t e r e s t i n g  di s c us s i on and a r r ­
ang e me nt  of the vari ous ma l e  and f e ma l e  s e x u a l  and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  types around the f a c e  of an i ma g i n a r y  
c l o c k showi ng the subtl e s pe c t r um of s e x u a l i t y  and g e n ­
der from the domi nant  ma l e  thru the many  v a r i a t i o n s  
to the u l t r a - f e m me  f e ma l e  and ba c k a g a i n ...........$ 2 . 7 5 .
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SPECIAL REDUCED RATES
B a c k  i s s ue s  of  T R A N S V E S T I A  f r o m # 3  to c u r r e n t  i'ssue 
a r e  a v a i l a b l e  at r e d u c e d  r at e  of  6 f or  $ 2 0 .  S e l e c t  
a n y  i s s u e s  n e e d e d  to f i l l  out y o u r  l i b r a r y .

B a c k  i s s ue s  of  Mi r r o r  and C l i p s h e e t  ( as  a v a i l a b l e )  
ar e  o f f e r e d  at  6 f or  $ 3  and m a y  be m i x e d  as d e s i r e d .

M E R C H A N D I S E

S P E C I A L  B R A . . . H a s  i n f l a t a b l e  p o l y v i n y l  i n s e r t s .  Largest  
s i z e  a v a i l a b l e  is 3 6 B in Bra,  but  i ns e r t s  are r e m o v a b l e  
and c a n  be p l a c e d  in any  ot her  bra of  y our  c h o i c e . . .  $ 5

J E L L Y  K I T  . .  . S p e c i a l  c h e m i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  for ma k i n g  the 
j e l l y  used in the i n s e r t s .................................................................... $ 5

Use of  thi s  bra and j e l l y  ki t  ma k e s  p o s s i b l e  a very  
r e a l i s t i c  bust  t h a t  has  the p r o pe r  s i z e ,  w e i g h t ,  soft ness  
and m o v e m e n t  of  the n a t u r a l  bus t .  I n s t r u c t i o n s  d e s c r i be  
how to i n s e r t  the j e l l y ,  to ma k e  p o s s i b l e  the bo unc e ,  
and to s i m u l a t e  c l e a v a g e .  A r e a l  mus t  for  r e a l i s m .

ORDER BL A NK
It w i l l  h e l p  in r e c o r d  k e e p i n g  and a v o i d i n g  errors  i f  you 
w i l l  t e a r  out and use thi s  bl a n k  for  y o u r  or de r .
T o  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s

Box 3 6 0 9 1  Los A n g e l e s  3 6 ,  C a l i f o r n i a

Na m e______________________________________________C o d e  N o . __

A d d r e s s ______________________________ C i t y _______________ S t a t e _______

I e n c l o s e  $ __________ . P l e a s e  send me the f o l l o w i n g  in
a p l a i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  v i a  1st C l a s s  M a i l .

$.

$

$,
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA is composed pr imari ly  of m a te r ia l  subm it ­
ted by its readers.  F ic t ion ,  a r t ic le s ,  case  h is to r ie s ,  
poems,  p i c t u r e s - - a l l  are w e l c o m e .  The greater  the 
variety  of m at er ia l  the more in terest in g  the m ag az in e  
w i l l  be .  Material  is s o l i c t e d  for pu b l i c a t io n  on the 
f o l l o w in g  basis:
1. All  printed mat er ia l  of one page or more w i l l  be paid 
for at the rate of $1 per page wJith the e x c e p t i o n  of 
pic tur es .  The Editor must reswrvé the right to cut or 
edi t  submit ted m at er ia l  for s u i t a b i l i t y  and payment  wi l l  
therefore  be made on the basis of the f ina l  printed page .  
No payment  w i l l  be made for m a ter ia l  l ess  than 2 / 3
of a page which wi l l  count  as one pa ge .  Payment  w i l l  be 
made after m ater ia l  appears in print .  Manuscripts w i l l  
not be bought in ad vanc e .
2.  Submit ted m ater ia l  w i l l  not be returned unless  
requested and stamped en v e lo p e  provided.
3. Of f - co lor  m at er ia l  w i l l  not be printed and should 
therefore not be su bm it ted .  The Editor reserves the 
fright to be sole judge of su i t a b i l i t y  and to ed i t  a lter ,  
d e l e t e  or refuse mate r ia l  when i t  is deemed to be in 
the best interest  of  the m a g a z in e .

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES

To protect  the mag az in e  and its subscribers from 
the ca re le ss ,  thoughtless  or foo l i sh  acts of a few it 
is necessary to l i m i t  the correspondence  se rv ice  to 
those who have  been on the subscript ion l i s t  for a t ime  
and who have  been s c reen ed .  If you wish to use this  
service  ask for the personal  info rmat ion  form.  Return 
i t  with the $5 reg is t rat ion  f e e .  If ac c e p te d  this $5 
becom es  advance payment  for ads ($2) or answers ($1) 
at regular rates .  Member of Phi Pi Epsilon need no 
further ap p l i cat io n  and may use the serv ic e  by paying  
the regular rates .

Ads for GOODS AND SERVICES also a c c e p t e d ,  ask for
rates
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