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‘Isn’t He Grand and Shiny Susan’
Opening of the second session of the 
25th Legislature was a grand spec­
tacle for thousands of Victorians who 
braved rainy weather to see the 
ceremony. Outside the legislative 
buildings Lieut. Ken Jackson, second-

in-command of the Canadian Scottish 
Regiment (Princess Mary’s) 100-man 
guard of honor, impressed Susan 
Quitter, 4>/2, of 1751 Adanac, and her 
friend and neighbor, Rosemary Lamb, 
4(4-—(Colonist photo by Jim Ryan.)

Budget
Surplus

Millions
Premier Bennett disclosed! 

^.yesterday that the govern-[ 
lament began the present fi- 

V 4 nancial year last April witfrj 
' ’**. a surplus of $41,000,000-81 

some $35,000,000 more thanj 
he originally estimated. 

Details were contained in thêi 
11956-57 public accounts tabled in] 
jthe legislature yesterday.

In his original budget esti- 
jmates the premier, who doubles! 
las minister of finance, noted 
that the expected revenue sur­
plus at April 1, 1957, would be 

! $4,500,000.
! Actually it came to $41,169,

% 868.75.
MONEY TROUBLES 

■? Observers believe this large 
5 surplus will do much to steer 
^ the provincial government 
; through its present rumored 

( financial difficulties. Pren.ier 
yBennett has frequently denied 

the government has money 
troubles.

The public accounts also 
•ishowed the premier had under­
estimated his revenues by $46,- 

I 4000,000. Original estimates called 
tjfor revenues of $224,035,000 for 
■ tjthe year but in actual fact they 

jcame to $270,783,792 — an all- 
jtime record for B.C.

The province’s bonded debt 
at March 31 last totalled some 

I$109,343,900, a drop of more 
than $26,000,000 from the $136,- 

1116,7$3 total of the previous 
year.
jLIABILITIES BISE

At the same time contingent 
liabilities — debts underwritten 
by the government for such in­
strumentalities as the B.C. 
Wer Commission, the Pacific 
freat Eastern Railway, and the 
'oil Bridges and Highway 

Authority—rose by $100,000,000 
|to $341,334,638.

The balance sheet recorded as­
sets valued at $608,107,770 as 
against liabilities of $242,094,570. 
Excess assets over liabilities and 
reserves as of March 31, 1957, 
were $365,413,200, an increase of 

89,145 over the previoi 
year.

New MLAs 
To Speak

Two new Social Credit 
member» of the legislature 
will make their maiden 
speeches today at 8 pm

William Spears, Cariboo, 
will move the reply to the [ 
throne speech debate and 
Gordon Gibson, Delta., will 
second the motion.

The legislature will then 
adjourn until Monday when 
opposition leader Robert 
Strachan is due to epeak.§j
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Talking

By PETER BRUTON
FOOTLOOSE AND FANCY FREE: Highways 

Minister Phil Gaglardi has once again walked off 
with the championship for the most-travelled cabinet 
minister in B.C. He wins every year. .

The public accounts tabled in the legislature 
yesterday for the fiscal year ending March 31 showed 
Mr. Gaglardi racked up travelling expenses of $5,043
—almost $2,000 more than the runner-up, Labor 
Minister Lyle Wicks, who had a total of $3,093. 
Premier Bennett was third with $2,905. Premier Welcomes Ross

Welcoming Lieutenant-Goyemor Frank Ross as he 
arrives in state uniform at the main entrance to 1 
the legislative buildings for the House opening 
ceremonies is Premier W. A. C. Bennett.—(Colonist 
photo by Jim Ryan.)

FIRST BOUND: Liberal George Gregory didn’t waste 
any time embarrassing Works Minister W. N. Chant about 
the oft-repeated promise of a new Victoria courthouse.

Lieutenant-Governor Frank M. Ross had hardly left 
the legislative chamber before Mr. Gregory called across 
to Mr. Chant: "Are we going to get our courthouse this 
year?"

Mr. Chant's reply was lost In the laughter.

LITTLE SURPRISE HERE: Maybe It's because Premier 
Bennett is also minister of finance.

Anyway, the public accounts showed the premier's 
office had a total budget of $33,974 on which to operate 
for the fiscal year ending March 31 last. Total expenditures 
were $33,967.66—leaving a surplus of $6.34. f ALLAB0AR

THAT 'OLD BLACK MAGIC: Reporters who couM find 
little of major Interest in the Throne Speech thought they 
might have stumbled across something hot when they 
reached one paragraph near the end of the lengthy speech. 
It read:

“The ways and means tor supply (money) to be granted 
to her majesty during the ensuing year embody measures 
designed to cope fully with current needs and the econpmic 
growth experienced in the province.”

They then checked with last year’s Throne Speech and 
found the same paragraph there too—word for word.

With G. E. Mortimore

PRAYERS at the opening of the legislature yester­
day were said by the Rev. Dr. Peter Kelly, a 

sturdy gentleman in his 70s with a commanding 
presence and a deep, well-modulated voice.

He was there as president of the B.C. Confer­
ence of the United Church of Canada.

Dr. Kelly is a Haida Indian from Skidegate in 
the Queen Charlotte Islands. His .ancestors were 
sea-warriors.

Dr. Kelly’s appearance in the legislature yester­
day was a far cry from his first official visit to the 
same place. On March 3 and 4, 1911, he was there 
as spokesman for 83 chiefs and councillors who 
presented a petition to Sir Richard McBride on the 
Indian land question.

Mrs. Kelly was also present. The house pole 
which is the basis of the centennial dollar design 
originally stood in the house of her father’s brother 
in Skidegate. It was later transferred to the hall 
of the provincial museum.

FIRST ACT: Even Attorney-General Robert Bonner 
had to grin when he Introduced the first bill of the 1958
session.

Its title: “An act to amend the ‘Dogwood and'Rhodo­
dendron Protection Act’”

The official explanation: “This amendment is designed 
to provide the same protection for trilllum plants as that 
now provided for dogwood and rhododendron."

INCIDENTAL INTELLIGENCE: In 1954 the "govern­
ment did away with B.C. Hospital Insurance Service 
premiums and imposed another 2 per cent sales tax to 
take care of hospital costs.

Health Minister Eric Martin has frequenUy said the 
governbient le spending more for BCHIS than it receives 
from the tax.

The. 1956-57 public accounts, however, show that the 
2 per cent tax brought in $34,042,996. The BCHIS report 
for the same period shows the total cost incurred by the 
service as $28,038315.
• The tax, therefore, brought in $6,000,000 more than 
hospital costs.

Dr. and Mrs. Kelly’s son, Reg Kelly, is on the 
f of the Indian affairs branch in Ottawa.

■f.V
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Something Missing

Colorful Opening

pomp were there, ngnr aown to 
the technical struggle put up by 
Hugh Shantz when he was 
dragged from his seat by Prem­
ier Bennett and CCF Leader 
Robert Strachan after being died shortl; 
named Speaker of the House. But the 

The ceremonies were bright- 
ened by the introductions of they 
new members William Speare1 fingers on. 
(SC, Cariboo), Cedric Cox I Even sp

B.C. Limior 
Profits Rise

British Columbia Liquor 
Control Board made a net 
profit of $26,048,630 in the 
last fiscal year and profits 
continued to mount in the 
six months ending last Sept.

•nor Frank Ross as he 
the main entrance to > 

>r the House opening 
. C. Bennett-^ (Colonist of the lieutenant-governor and; 

His Honor’s inspection of the- 
guard of honor.

The guard was 100 men—i 
kilted, feather-bonneted and 
blue-kneed from the breeze- 
representing various companies

Ready for Big Day
Last-minute adjustments be­
fore opening of legislature 
were made yesterday by page 
boys, top to bottom, Bruce 
Van Munster, 14, of 1235 
Crown Crescent; Ken Magee, 
13, of 3150 Boundary, and 
Bill Comerford, 13, of 374 
Arnot. They are students at 
St. Louis College.—(Colonist 
photo by Jim Ryan.)

of the Canadian Scottish (Prin-, 
cess Mary’s).

Many of the crowd drifted off 
during the hour-long wait for 

I His Honor’s reappearance from 
the House. The more hardy 

I spectators turned up collars and
AB0AR Public accounts tabled in 

the legislature showed the 
profit of the LCB increased 
by nearly $2,500,000 in the 
year ending March 31 last.

The report of the LCB 
showed that in the six 
months ending in Septem­
ber the board made a net 
profit of $12,731,937, almost 
$2,000,000 more than in the 
same period the previous 
year.

Throne Speech
Reading the Throne Speech to 
a hushed chamber, Lieutenant- 
Governor Frank Ross sits in 
the speaker's chair while his 
aide. Brig. John Adams stands 
at his side.—(Colonist photo 
by Bud Kinsman.)

I listened to the martial music of; 
5th Independent Medium!the 5th Independent Medium i j 

Battery banc} and skirling of X 
militia pipes.

Another missing element was ; 
the lack of television cameras | 
that focused the province’s at-i-i 
tention on the legislature at 
last year’s opening.

Everything went like clock-1; 
work, but it just didn’t seem the| 
same.

Maybe it was the weather. |j

G. E. Mortimore

ing of the legislature yester- 
he Rev. Dr. Peter Kelly, a 
s 70s with a commanding 
ill-modulated voice.
■esident of the B.C. Confer- 
irch of Canada, 
la Indian from Skidegate in 
lands. His. ancestors were the ThroneSpeech from
ice in the legislature yester- 
his first official visit to the 
3 and 4, 1911, he was there 
chiefs and councillors who 
Sir Richard McBride on the

Sales Tax'T'HE Speech from the Throne read at 
the opening of the B.C. Legislature 

yesterday was more indicative than imme­
diately revealing. The provincial govern­
ment mentioned suggestively the lines on 
which it is preparing fo act but, as is 
customary, withheld details. There is 
assurance, however, that the Province

gone conclusion, to cure some pi-«.-uuu 
and many technical defects found in the 
recomposition of that statute at the last 
session. It is there, for instance, that 
the government's intentions regarding 
retail store hours would show. With a 
commission already in prospect to study 
school curricula, it is likely that changes 
in the School Act will be anticipatory 
rather than final.

The Speech also took note of the 
altered economic conditions of the times 
by pledging the government to take 
advantage of whatever can be done, with 
or withoyt direct federal assistance, to 
stimulate employment and to help those 
temporarily displaced. While the mover 
and seconder of the Reply speaking today 
from the government side will be ex­
pected to amplify some of the main items 
indicated in the Speech, the full scope• - 3 —ni

Zooms Up
so present. The house pole 
the centennial dollar design 
louse of her father’s brother 
later transferred to the hall

Revenue from the provin­
cial five per cent sales tax 
soared by $17,000,000 to 
$86,132,489 during the 1956- 
57 fiscal year, it was shown 
in the public accounts tabled 
in the legislature yesterday.

This is some $19,060,000 
more than the government 
originally estimated would 
come from this source.

Amusement tax totalled 
$2,627,518, motor fuel and 
fuel oil taxes, $25,978,237 
and property taxes,

p’s son, Reg Kelly, is on the 
lairs branch in Ottawa.

Séparaunj- ouiuviuiB ---------
relationships; step up apprenticeship and 
vocational training; revise the provincial 
Jail system in connection with juveniles; 
and grant some easement in connection 
with municipal pension schemes, and civil 
service medical coverage.

Amendments to stated statutes include 
the Forest, Municipal, Public Schools, and 
Municipal Superannuation Acts. The first- 
named, of course, embraces whatever will 
be done at this session in connection with 
the Sloan report and future forest policy. 
Amending the Municipal Act was a fore-

uaifin, 1IUWCVC1, 111QV --- ----- -, ._'
administration has municipal affairs very 
much in mind. —
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GallantIn Throne Speech Wake

Real Work
MillionsStarts Today By DAVI

They atta< 
; columns rathe 

sive frontal ai 
3 years.
| They march 
1 2,000 strong—
• ing (invited) 

than 500 felle 
j the annual $ 
^ clasped hand 
vj of coffee: t 
j ception at th 
1 Splitting t!
'! fective. Des]

In nine years the B.C. Hos­
pital Insurance Service has paid 
out $210,000,000 toward the cost 
of 2,132,000 separate hospital 
admissions, according to the an­
nual report of the service tabled 
in the legislature yesterday.

In addition, grants for hos­
pital construction and equip­
ment have exceeded $18,500,000.

"At the present * time pay­
ments made to B.C. hospitals by 
B.C. Hospital Insurance Service 
are at a rate of $90,000 daily,” 
the report stated.

Last year some 92 per cent 
of all patients were covered by 
service compared to 85 per cent 
at the time the premium pay­
ment program was dropped in

Provincial legislators get down to business 
today, little the wiser after yesterday’s reading 
of the Throne Speech which told them little they 
didn’t already , know.

Lieutenant - Governor Frank 
Ross took some 20 minutes to 
read the speech which, in the 
main, reviewed the events of 
the past year.

The speech, prepared by the 
govemiqent, broadly hinted at 
more provincial aid for B.C. 
cities and municipalities but 
gave no details.
NÇW FORESTRY LAWS

Forestry legislation will be 
brought down to implement 
some of the recommendations 
of former Chief Justice Gordon 
Sloan in his royal commission 
report on forestry.

A new Public Schools Act 
will revise and condense the 
present act.

The Municipal Act, passed at 
the last session a year ago, will 
be reopened and certain sec­
tions amended as a result of 
criticism during the past year.

Legislation enabling a better 
superannuation allowance for 
municipal employees will also 
be introduced in the coming 
weeks and certain amendments 
will be made to the Public Serv­
ices Medical Plan Act providing

Ray Willis 
Bonner—wi 

The righ 
ed by traff 
slonaires i 
tory anc 
through to

I
out a cab 
until Eric 
from the < 
—Kenneth 
Westwood 
Newton 
wives. 

After t

B.C Report Cites Degenerate Problem

Teens Help Swell 
Huge Jail Influx

A staggering 67-per-cent in-.of

jailed in B.C. last year was quency and deficiency of pre-l 
shown in the report of the In- j ventative services in the com-j 
spector of jails tabled in the munity are not being dealt with 
legislature yesterday. |in time to aviod the necessity of j

In the 12 months endingisending them to prison," said} 
March 31 tost a total of 14,100 Warden Hugh Christie of 
offenders were sent to jail com-1 Oakalla.
pared to 9,630 in 1955-56. | Major defect in their lives is

More than 10,000 admissions lan absence of proper home

medical Insurance for govern­
ment employees.

The speech also mentioned 
retft-ganization of the provincial 
jail service this year and said 
members will be asked to ap­
prove increased provision for 
vocational and apprenticeship 
education.
COLUMBIA POTENTIAL

The government expects to 
receive the engineering reports 
on the hydro-electric power 
potential ol the Columbia River 
this year, according to thg

"The waiting-trial facilities 
which allow the mixing of the 
young with the old, the most 
degenerate with the first of­
fender, and the addict with the 
non-addict, must be replaced by 
a unit which allows for proper 
segregation and provides a sep­
arate cell for each person,” he 
said.
FACILITIES POOR

Director of correction, E. G. 
B. Stevens also said the present 
facilities for admission, obser­
vation and classification of 
prisoners at Oakalla "are very 
inadequate.”

In addition he stressed the 
importance of probation as a 
means of treatment for offen­
ders.

‘The jiew penology is not

Smoke 
far ahe 
known 
B.C., ao 
cial fir 
Nixon.

March

provinq 
745 or 
than th 

Total 
were k 
men, 1 
çhildre

i address.
The remainder of the speech 
«dewed the happenings of the, 
set 12 months. 262 Ordered 

To Brarinan
Total of 262 offenders 

was sentenced to Brsnnan 
Lake boys school tost year, 
according to a report tabled 
in the legislature yesterday.

All but 46 were first 
offenders, »

“Of the 222 new admis­
sions, 66 boys were never 
tried on probation but were 
committed to the school on 
their first appearance In 
court,” the report stated.

During the year 227 boys 
were released. The average 
stay In the school for éach 
boy was 7.7 months and 
their average age was 141/,

ing prisoners but is a sin- 
intelligent effort to yet

lvalue for money spent through 
the rehabttotion of those who 
fall afoul of the law," he said.

Cost of jail maintenance for 
the year. was $3,103,125 com­
pared to «2,296,580.

years.
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well
lux

I
 flux of transient workers and 
Iventurers attracted by the 
owing cities."

I
 Warden Christie also strongly 
ged provision for proper 
issification facilities at Oak- 
la.

“The waiting-trial facilities 
lieh allow the mixing of the 
ung with the old, the most 
generate with the first of- 
nder, and the addict with the 
in-addict, must be replaced by 

. unit which allows for proper 
agrégation and provides a sep- 
irate cell for each person,” he 

aid.
FACILITIES POOR

Director of correction, E. G. 
B. Stevens also said the present 
acilitles for admission, obser- 

ation and classification of

I
 prisoners at Oakalla "are very 
inadequate."

In addition he stressed the

I
 Importance of probation as a 

means of treatment for offen­
ders.

‘The jiew penology is not 
ng prisoners but is a sin 
[cere intelligent effort to get 

for money spent through 
||th» rehabilation of those who 

afoul of the law," he said. 
Cost of jail maintenance for

I
the year was $3,103,125 com 
pared to «2,296,580.
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Gallant Ministers Stem

Even Gate-Crashers Got
■I

By DAVID BROWN
They attacked in three 

columns rather than the mas­
sive frontal assault as in past 
years.
They marched better than 

2,000 strong—1)500 card-carry­
ing (invited) guests and more 
than 500 fellow travellers—in 
the annual skirmish for the 
clasped hand, canape and cup 
of coffee: the premier's re­
ception at the Empress.

Splitting the attack was ef­
fective. Despite record num­

bers, the rearguard was up to 
the dignitaries before the re­
ception ended in the ballroom, 
cutting the hand shaking time 
record set last year.

But to eager reception- 
goers gathered in the lobby, 
it developed into a pot-luck 
choice where each of the 

• three lines would lead and 
who would be at the end to 
accept greetings.

Deftly fending off the left 
flank were four ministers— 
Lyle Wicks, Phil Gaglardi,

' . Àt Hiff ̂ Empress Reception

Glad Fland
• ; v \‘V << A

Ray Williston and Robert 
Bonner—with their wives.

The right flank was direct­
ed by traffic-policing commis­
sionaires into the Conserva­
tory and nearly broke 
through to the ballroom with­
out a cabinet-level reception 
until Eric Martin rushed in 
from the centre with reserves 
—Kenneth Kiernan, Earle 
Westwood, Wesley Black, 
Newton Steacy and their 
wives.

After the situation, was se­

cure, Mr. Martin returned to 
bolster the centre where Pre­
mier Bennett, Leslie Peterson 
and W. N. Chant and their 
wives were entrenched.

The bemedalled force of 
commissionaires kept the 
pace of attack at a steady 
hum, barking orders and giv­
ing white-gloved signals at 
intersections.

But despite the efficiency 
in organization, at least one 
tourist couple were twice 
swept into the left flank be­

fore reaching the refuge of • 
an elevator.

“I didn’t expect to find this 
at the Empress,” the woman 
remarked.

Suddenly the centre line 
was shunted to the side of 
the hallway as a commission­
aire, uncertain of the particu­
lar command made on such 
an occasion, barked: “Gang­
way for the lieutenant-gover­
nor.”

The last shout nearly 
caught His Honor in the left

cat. Djr UIC W.v ——-------
found both his feet and man­
aged a hasty salute, the vice­
regal party was well down 
the hall..

Inside the ballroom, Billy 
Tickle's string ensemble was : 
muted above the din from the j 
crowded floor.

“As soon as you ha^e re­
ceived your food, would you 
please leave by way of the 
conservatory,” the voice on 
the loudspeaker pleaded. 
“There are many more wish­
ing to come in here.”

Smokers’ Negligence 
Top B.C. Fire Cause

Smokers’ carelessness is 
far ahead of any other 
known cause of fire in 
B.C., according to provin­
cial fire marshal Basil 
Nixon.

In the year ending 
March 31 last property 
loss from fires in the 
province rose to $15,308,- 
745 or 41 per cent higher 
than the previous year.

Total of 85 persons 
were killed by fires—38 
men, 16 women, and 31 
children.

*

fü?

Forecast Pension Act Changes 
Benefit to Municipal Workers
Amendment of the Municipal in the act since the Union of |pension schemes of the senior 

Superannuation Act, forecast B.C. Municipalities convention governments and major Indus 
In the Speech from the Throne, last summer, will "most decidedly be of great Mr. Young said the new j 
benefit” to municipal em- provisions would lift the re- 
ployees, city comptroller Denrtis turn on money expended from 
Young said yesterday. an “almost ridiculous" level to

B.C. municipalities have been a “very reasonable” level corn- 
aware of the proposed changes parable with the return in the

trial firms.
The low return under the 

present provisions of the Act, 
Mr. Young said, could be at­
tributed to financial problems 
when the superannuation plan 
was set up in the late 30s. f

m mmi:Si
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Tampers Flare

Debate on Jobless 
Shatters Tradition

speech they want to silence the 
government.”

The House voted that the de­
bate continue.
DISCOURTESY CHARGE

Premier Bennett accused the 
CCF of a political manoeuvre 
and said that the opposition 
motion, was “the

what the problem was all about 
and that he evidently believed 
in “the fairy wish that if you 
wait long enough it will go 
away.”
LOTS OF MONEY

“There are those who say the 
government hasn’t any money,” 
said Mr. Strachan. “Well I 
don't agree. I think the gov­
ernment has lots of money and 
should use that money in order 
to provide employment for 
people, something which is so 
badly needed at this time.”

Mr. Speaker Shantz attempted 
to close off the debate at this 
point but Premier Bennett de­
manded an opportunity to 

. answer. When it was still not

Unemployment in British Col­
umbia sparked 
flareup between

full-scale
_^___ govern­
ment and the opposition in the 
provincial legislature yesterday 
afternoon.

Tempers flared and harsh 
words were hurled across the 
floor during the two-hour de­
bate which shattered the tradi­
tional schedule of the legis­
lature’s second day.

The outcome is that the stand­
ing /committee on labor will ex-

NOW
tenant-Goj 
a painfull 
Speech al 
of the prl 

The I 
in an odcl 
pulling ofl 
his back.fl

most dis­
courteous thing that has ever 
been done in this House.”

It was discourteous to the 
two new members who were to 
make their maiden speeches he 
said and “it will always remain 
in my mind that the opposition 
put politics first in this great 
centennial year.”

“If the premier wants to start1 
off with a cat and dog fight he 
can have it,” interjected Mr. 
Strachan.

“The leader of the opposition 
cannot threaten the Prime Min­
ister of British Columbia!” shot 
back the premier.
READY TO HECKLE

The premier said the CCF 
had its

MOOH
ber for cl 
lative buill 
working hi 

His bl

QUESI 
Is getting! 
on the oJ 
the price 1 
bottled bl 
ments ofl 
toria area

which he termed “a matter of 
urgent public importance.”

Newly-elected Speaker Hugh 
Shantz ruled the motion out of 
order. The CCF challenged his 
ruling, the ' division bells rang, 
and the challenge was defeated 
37 to 13.

Thèn Labor Minister Lyle 
Wicks moved that the question 
of “seasonal employments be 
studied by the standing com­
mittee on labor.

Mr. Strachan hit out at the. 
“ineffectiveness and slowness” 
of legislative committees.” 
UNDER THE BUG 

! "The government is trying to 
; make excuses," he charged. “We 
| must do something to provide

‘hatchet men” ready to 
heckle him as soon as he started | 

'. Î speaking.
I So anxious was the govern- E 

raiment to have the question of | 
unemployment examined that it | 

Hi moved the resolution before the I 
™ labor committee was even j
■ named so that aH parties could I 
p| see their best men were on the 6 
Mg committee, he continued. It |
■ was ridiculous, foolish, and un- |
■ true to say that the matter }j 
|p would not come up for four |
■ weeks or more. 1

| He said unemployment was }
; -s the most important question < 

-•A 5 facing the province today. 
HgFERNIE CITED 1
HU George Gregory (lib., Vic- * 
^ toria) moved an amendment j 

that special attention be given J 
|H the town of Fernie, which faces 
H disaster through the closing of ^ 
H the Crow’s Nest Coal Mine next - 

gf j week. ,
| Mr. Bonner said he could not

■ accept the amendment but that 
Bflthe government would consider
mi a separate motion to this effect.
■ The* subsequent motion was 1
■ passed unanimously.

I Veteran 83-year-old Independ-
■ ent Tom Uphill, who represents 
■I Fernie, said he defied anyone to
■ name a place in North America j
■ that has been so hard hit as 
^B| Fernie.

R "There’s broken hearts in 
■jTernie today,” he said.
I SPEED NEEDED

Members agreed something 
had to be done Immediately if

■ the small coal town was to be
■ saved from disaster.

^B > Finally Mr. Wick’s motion
■ that seasonal unemployment be 
^B examined by the standing com-
■ mittee on labor was passed

THE
surprised] 
having tl 
of Caribl 
the replj

The I 
elections! 
year anJ 
in his ril 
Langleyfl 
in 1858.1

CRC 
couver 
adopted! 
man L.l 

Attl 
control!

employment now, not 
weeks from now. All th 
ernment wants to do is to sweep 
the problem under the rug.”

He said that Labor Minister 
Wicks, by including the word 
“seasonal" in the resolution, 
showed that he didn’t know

t w o

said Ml

riotouj 
Georg< 
the Sf

qiymlmously.
I “Is It a unanimous motion Î" 
inquired Premier Bennett.

“Hill a loal better than 
no bread at all," replied Mr. 
[Strachan.

V. «

I
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Talking Politics
B.C. Control Asked 
Of Telephone FirmPain Failed 

To Halt Rites Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan has given* notice of 
motion that he will ask the pro­
vincial government to apply to 
Ottawa to have the control of 
the B.C. Telephone Company

and its subsidiaries revert to 
provincial jurisdiction.

The move would mean that 
rates and services of the com­
pany could be controlled by theBy PETER BRUTON

NOW-IT-CAN-BE-TOLD DEPARTMENT: Lieu- 
tenant-Govemor Frank M. Ross was suffering from 
a painful back injury when he read the Throqe 
Speech at Thursday’s colorful opening cérémonies 
of the provincial legislature.

The injury, thought to be a slipped disc, occurred 
in an odd accident some days ago. 'His Honor was 
pulling on his socks when something gave way in 
his back.

Public Utilities Commission of 
B.C.

mm

MOORE THE MAYOR:’Bill Moore, former CCF mem­
ber for' Comox, returned to his old haunts in the legis­
lative buildings yesterday, looking up old friends and still 
working hard for the city of Courtenay.

His business was official business. He’s now mayor.

QUEST FOR FACTS: The thinly-numbered opposition 
is getting its questions in early this year—with 19 already 
on the order paper. They range in subject matter from 
the price the Liquor Control Board pays for one dozen 
bottled beef to the assessed value of land and improve­
ments of provincial Crown property in the ' Greater Vic­
toria area.

THE REASON WHY: Premier Bennett reports he is 
surprised the press hasn’t “grasped the significance" of 
having the two new Social Credit MLAs—William Speare 
of Cariboo and Gordon Gibson of Delta—move and second 
the reply to the Throne Speech debate.

The reason, he says, is not because they won by- 
elections last September but rather that this is centennial 
year and Mr. Speare has the historic town of BarkerviPle 
in his riding, whilç Mr. Gibson’s constituency includes Fort 
Langley, where the mainland colony of B.C. was established 
in 1858.

CROSSED WIRES: When it was learned that a Van­
couver man had obtained the copyright to "the officially 
adopted centennial emblem,” centennial committee chair­
man L. J. Wallace said there was nothing to worry about.

Attorney-General Robert Bonner had the matter “under 
control,” he said.

“Well, I hope Mr. Wallace has (it under control),” 
said Mr. Bonner. “It’s the first I’ve heard of it.”

REPARTEE: Overheard during one of the more 
riotous outbursts in yesterday’s unemployment debate: 
George Gregory (to Premier Bennett); “Sit down when 
the Speaker is standing, Mr. Prime Minister^

Premier Bennett: “Yes, Your Honor.”
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Salvation for the Trillium
same protection in law that was accorded 
long ago to dogwood and more recently] 
to. the native rhododendron.

Botanists, professional and amateur, 
and all who take pleasure in wildflowers 
will be overjoyed to hear of this. The 
trillium, like many ether British Columbia 
plants in their natural surroundings, is 
sensitive to interference, and the 
thoughtlessness of people who root and 
trample among the wildflowers in spring, 
usually destroying far more than they

.EPARTING from a long-established 
custom, the provincial government

at the opening of the 1958 session of the

Recommendation that another 
piebisclte be held on the contro­
versial foreshore development 
at Campbell River has been 
made to the provincial govern­
ment by Dan Campbell, Social 
Credit MLA for Comox.

The controversy following the 
first plebiscite was not healthy 
for the community, Mr. Camp­
bell said In a statement released 
outside the legislature Friday. 
BACK TO THE PEOPLE

“Pros and cons of the develop­
ment and Its use as the site for 
the Quadra Island car ferry 
have been well aired throughout 
the Campbell River area, Mr. 
Campbell said.

He said it would be right to 
go back to the people to ask 
them If they would accept the 
recommendations handed down 
by a» inquiry board with re­
spect to the development and 
the Quadra Island car ferry.
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A Right Sturdy MLA
PREMIERS may come and go, the 

Legislature may change its person­
nel, new generations intrude and tt)en 
depart, but one figure at James Bay 
seems to go on for ever. II. 1- Mr. Terr

his fellows, whoseespecially
material needs have to be voiced and 
protected.

The venerable member for Femie is 
a homespun man—a diamond in the rough 
he would himself agree—but with the wit 
and barb not only to rouse the House but 
to supply it with a deal of real common 
sense. Not for him the fine linguistic 
or legal preciosities, but instead a shrewd 
penetration to the root of matters. And 
when the subject is something like pen­
sions or the weal of his constituents Tom 
Uphill commands attention.

Above all, perhaps, the single Labor 
member of the Legislature enjoys the 
affection of the House. No man reaches 
this enviable state unless he is worthy 
of high regard. In this instance it is a 
case of character winning its way, by a 
frank fearlessness leavened with the milk 
of human kindness. A right sturdy MLA 
is Mr. Tom Uphill; may he not miss a 
House opening for years yet to come. 
He has won a special place in the public 
life of the province.

_______________ '.He is Mr. Tom
Uphill, dean of the House and its almost 
legendary character. The provincial legis­
lature would not seem the same without 
him.

For 38 years now this staunch, 
sturdy representative from Femie has 
sat in the opposition benches, typical 
of the ‘Independent Labor" caption that 
is his own. That is a long time. When 
it is recalled that he was also mayor of 
his home town for many years and has 
ever been a champion of human rights, 
his role as a public servant is unique in 
British Columbia.

iBveryone knows him as “Tom." That 
I is not the least of his merits, for it reveals 
tile inner self of the man. He is a down- 
to-earth human being, lacking frills or 
pretence and concerned with the honesty 
of things. These for him in the main 
are measures that will promote the lot of
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No Value, Much Danger

B. C. ’s Probers Blast 
Sousht \loxsev" Cancer Claim
commendation that another _ / ____  ,Recommendation that another 

plebiscite be held on the contro­
versial foreshore development 
at Campbell River has been 
made to the provincial govern­
ment by Dan Campbell, Social 
Credit MLA for Comox.

The controversy following the 
first plebiscite was not healthy 
for the community, Mr. Camp­
bell said in a statement released 
outside the legislature Friday. 
BACK TO THE PEOPLE

"Pros and cons of the develop­
ment and its use as the site for 
the Quadra Island car ferry 
have been well aired throughout 
the Campbell River area, Mr. 
Campbell said.

He said it would be right to 
go back to the people to ask 
them if they would accept the 
recommendations handed down 

ait inquiry board with re- 
rt to the development and 
Quadra Island car ferry.

Report Presented 
To Legislature

By PETER BRUTON
A special University of B.C. investigating 

committee has shot down the cancer cure claims 
of Hoxsey clinics.

“The medications known as 
the ‘Hoxsey treatment for can­
cer’ are of no value in the treat­
ment of internal cancer and the 
external treatments used have 
no place in modern cancer ther­
apy,’’ according to the commit­
tee’s report which was tabled in 
the legislature yesterday.

The $12,000 investigation was 
made at the request of the pro­
vincial government after former 
Victoria MLA Mrs. Lydia Ar­
sens had frequently claimed 
that Hoxsey clinics could cure 
cancer.

“We have found that the 
methods of diagnosis (at the 
Hoxsey clinic) are inadequate, 
that the treatments used for in­
ternal cancer do not affect the 
progress of the disease, that no 
serious attempt is made to fol­
low up treated cases in order to 
evaluate results, and that no 
significant research has been 
done,” the report states.

Chief danger presented by the 
Hoxsey treatment is the delay

Doctor Lauds 
Investigators

The president of the 
Victoria Medical Society 
last night praised the UBC 
committee which reported 
adversely on the Hoxsey 
cancer treatment clinic.

But he declined to com­
ment on the report itself.

“The investigating com­
mittee has done an extreme­
ly good job,” said Dr. G. F. 
Homer.

% K

that is occasioned to patients 
who might have a reasonable 
opportunity of being cured by 
the proved methods of surgery 
and radiation, the 60-page re­
port continued.

Large Sums of Money

m
■ ...

“The other menace of the 
Hoxsey treatment is the false 
hope It arouses in patients and 
the useless expenditure of large 
sums of money by many who 
can ill afford to do so,” it 
said.

The six-man committee, 
which spent nine months on the 
task, consisted of Dr. J. M. 
Mather, professor and head of 
the department of public 
health ; Dr. George Saxton, 
clinical instructor of the depart­
ment of surgery; Dr. H. E. Tay­
lor, professor and head of the 
department of pathology; Neal 
Harlow, UBC librarian; A. W. 
R. Carothers, associate profes­
sor, faculty of law; and S. A, 
Jennings, professor of the de­
partment of mathematics.

Last July and August the 
committee visited the Hoxsey 
clinic in Dallas, Tex.

In addition, the committee 
made a “follow up” study of 78 
persons from British Columbia 
who had attended the Hoxsey 
clinic.

The committee found that of 
[J theçe 78 persons:

Thirty-two are now dead.
Nine are dying or .the cancer ! 

is progressing.
Eighteen had no proved evt j 

dence of malignancy.
Sevén received curative treat- j 

ment before going to the clinic, g
One was cured, but with need- f 

less pain and disfigurement as 
the case could have been better j 
handled with radiation or sur- J 
gery.

Seven were impossible to fol- [ 
low up due to incomplete or l 
incorrect records at the clinic, j

And four were inconclusive, 
as it is too soon to predict the j 
outcome.

The report said the commit- I 
tee had found that of those now I 
âead, most had received the j 
maximum amount of orthodox I 
treatmerit available and had 
been told nothing further could 
be done for them.

“These visits to the Hoxsey 
clinic represented their last 
desperate hope,” the report 
said.

The committee said it got full 
oo-operation from the Hoxsey 
clinic.

Tests Mean Nothing
Each patient receives a num- tions taken by the mouth. Most 

ber of routine laboratory tests j of these are escharotic prépara- 
which appear to be done accu- j tions which literally burn off 
rately, “but in no instance do! the cancerous tissue, together 
they bear any special relevance ; with adjacent normal tissue,” 
to the diagnosis of cancer,” the the report said, 
report said. 1 The committee saw two cases

X-rays are then taken, but! of external cancer treated at 
the clinic.

One was on a woman who had 
had a large protruding tumor 
at the base of her neck, with 
several smaller tumors above it. 
The large tumor had been am­
putated two days before, leav­
ing a large raw area at least 
four inches in diameter.

To this was applied an 
escharotic paste “with absolute- 

internal ,y n0 reKard for asepsis or anti­
sepsis. There was no prelimi­
nary washing of hands or wear­
ing of gloves. Scissors and 
spatula were used from an open

this department does not func­
tion as an efficient aid in. the 
diagnosis of cancer.

After these tests an osteopath 
sees the patient, examines him 
and prescribes treatment. “With 
rare exceptions, the patients 
whose records we saw were 
diagnosed as having cancer,” 
said the report.

"Each patient so diagnosed 
receives the Hoxsey 
medicine,” it continued. "This 
was originally given as a liquid 
black medicine but is now dis­
pensed in pill form. The patient shelf and gauze used on the 
is given six months supply, wound came from an open roll 
together with various support- on the shelf » 
ive preparations such as vita- j Cost of treatment was usually 
mins, pain tablets, laxatives, about $400 with an added bill 
etc. I of about $60 for laboratory ind

“For • persons with external j X-ray services. The cost to a 
cancer, other treatments are patient from B.C. would not he 
used in addition to the prépara-1 less than $700, it was stated.

Eight Prize Examples
The committee was shown i and 21 in the first six months of 

eight patients the clinic said had 11957.
^^been cured of cancer. “We found only one patient

“From the supposed 25,000 *\ho c°uld ^n ;in>: scn!*' **5™' 
m cases that have been treated leered to have been cured' by 
"'ll by this method, the eight we | t^le Hoxsey treatment, the re- 
SÜIsaw are obviously prize j Port stated.

examples, used over and over Health Minister Eric Martin, 
again as evidence of the value w^° tabled the report, said he 
of the treatment,” said the re-|would not make any personal 
port comment on the matter.

The committee said it would . ^ not at liberty to doso/-
appear that interest in the clinic £ rep0rt will certainly go
is growing In B.C. „ long way to clarify the

In 1952, one person went from doubts in people’s minds and 
B.C. There were five in 1953, 14 as such the report should be 
in 1954, nine in 1955, 27 in 1956 of great value.”
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I For Municipalities

4Abolish
Hospital 
Charge 9

Abolition of the 70 cents a 
day charged municipalities to­
ward the cost of hospital care in 
B.C. was called for yesterday 
by Gordon Gibson (SC, Delta).

Mr. Gibson, who was making 
his maiden speech, said the 70 
cents charge had been found by 
all municipalities to be “par­
ticularly onerous.”

Under the present B.C. Hos­
pital Insurance Service setup, 
patients pay $1 a day toward 
the cost of hospital care, the 
municipalities pay 70 cents per 
patient day, a further 70 cents 
a day is paid by the government 
and the rest comes from the 
BCHIS.

The member, who was second­
ing the reply to the Throne 
Speech debate, also asked the 
government to consider dividing 
bis constituency into twd or 
(more ridings “in due course.” 
[He said the present system re­
sulted in “much duplication of 
work as a dual-member con- 
|stituency.

m’W:htilh

wÊmi
: alii!

LYDIA ARSENS

Gregory Urges 
Past Licences

She Still Sides 
With Hoxsey

Mrs. Lydia Arsens, former Victoria MLA and advo-| 
I cate of the Hoxsey cancer treatment, said she wouIdM 
I continue to “fight for a clinic in B.C.” in the face of the$ 
I reporting committee’s criticism.

"No report of theirs will ever!

I
 make me waver," Mrs. Arsens T 
said grimly, a few minutes after|j

Thorough investigation into every forest manage­
ment licence ever awarded to determine whether or not 
they were granted on their merits should be made by 
Gordon Sloan immediately, George Gregory (L., Vic­
toria) said in the legislature yesterday.

. He said it woud be no easy 
. task, but that every licence 
right back to No. 1 should be

I
 she learned the nature of the. 
UBC committee report on the 
Hoxsey treatment.
"I still uphold the Hoxsey

I
 Clinic," she said. "It has per­
formed marvellous cures. Its] 
only crime is that it doesn't 
cure cancer the orthodox way.” 

«DED IT

investigated.
PLEASED AT CHOICE

The Victoria member, speak-.
lng in the Throne Speech de-

completely investigate the 
tlon to see whether the holders 
got their licences on their 
merits or otherwise,” he ton-] 
tlnued.

Mr. Gregory said he regretted

Mrs. Arsens said she "cer- 
- .ainly had” recommended the 
I Hoxsey Clinic to numbers of 
Icancer sufferers—"if their doc- 
Itors told them there was no 
I hope.”
| The committee’s instructions 
F were to visit the Hoxsey Clinic
I in Dallas and report what it
II saw, Mrs. Arsens claimed.

"Why did they go beyond that

I
—to the American Medical As­
sociation and the National Can­
cer Institute?” she asked. "To 
seek permission on what kind 
if a report to give?

.. “Does a Jury leave the court- 
Ijrootn to go out and seek pro and 

l opinions before giving a 
lict?"

bate, said he was pleased that a 
man of the calibre of former 
chief Justice Sloan had been 
chosen as “forest boss

It was, however, "dreadful” 
that forestry was In such 
mess that it had been found 
necessary to take one of the 
finest Jurists off the bench and] 
put him in charge of forestry, 
be said.
•NO MORE-

Noting that Mr. Justice J. V. 
Clÿne had also left the bench 
for a forestry job with MacMil­
lan and Bloedel, Mr. Gregory 
said he hoped no more judges 
would be tempted to leave the 
bench, no matter what induce­
ments were offered.

In view of the present

there was no mention of a new
courthouse for Victoria men­
tioned in the Throne Speech.

“I must confess I have 
doubts whether the minister 
(Works Minister W. N. Chant) 
is sufficiently cognizant of the 
needs for a new court house in 
Victoria,” he said.
IN A CLOSET 

“When the exchequer court 
sits here next month, it will sit 
in the small debts court, and 
the small debts court sits In a 
closet,” said Mr. Gregory as 
members laughed. “If they took 
the files away the walls would 
fall down.”

The Victoria member also 
criticized the Municipal Act, 
passed in. a hurry last session, 
and termed it a “frightful, ab-

charges against former land solutely frightful, niece pf legis­ts ------ - ——Gan” Vand forests minister Robert 
Sommers and some companies, 
he said, the whole forest man­
agement licence system should 
bejnve:

! outcome

IS, ITS

T doubt very much whether 
the minister of municipal af­
fairs (Wesley Black) read it, 
for himself, because if he hi 
he wouldn’t have foist 
the people of B.C.,” i
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tion to see whether the holder 
got their licences on their 
merits or otherwise,” he con­
tinued.

Mr. Gregory said he regretted 
there was no mention of a new
courthouse for Victoria men­
tioned in the Throne Speech.

“I must confess I have 
doubts whether the minister 
(Works Minister W. N. Chant) 
is sufficiently cognizant of the 
needs for a new court house in 
Victoria,” he said.
IN A CLOSET 

"When the exchequer court 
sits here next month, it will sit 
in the small debts court, and 
the small debts court sits in a 
closet,” said Mr. Gregory 
members laughed. "If they took 
the files away the walls would 
fall down."

The Victoria member also 
criticized the Municipal Act, 
passed in. a hurry last session, 
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Research Report

Rain-Making 
‘Some Value,’

» Cloud-seeding operations on Vancouver Island and! 
the mainland coast of British Columbia have had “some! 
value,” according to a report tabled jn the legislature!
yesterday. 1 1

The 59-page report compiled was certain if there were any! 
by the British Columbia Re- net effects to interior agricul-P 
search Council said “detailed ture and the coast tourist in-| 
and and advanced statistical” dustry, “Jfcy are negligibly | 
evaluation, shows the over-all small.” 
effect has bpen to increase pre- , 
cipitation and streamflow by 
more than .33 per cent in the 
Campbell River and Powell 
Lake watersheds.

It said the effect was the ! 
same in both the Vancouver |
Island end the mainland area r 
under study. 1

"However, the probability'B 
that the increase could be as r 
much as 10 per cent.is ex­
tremely small," the report 11 
added.

Fears of cloud-seeding 
ponents that the operations I 
would bring unwanted increase 
of rainfall to Vancouver Island |

[tourist areas was discounted in 
■ the report.
I It said no reliable estimate 
lean be formed for the effect 
I of seeding to regions "outside 
[the target area,” but added itl

Guinea Pig Too Long
Mr. Strachan said the govern­

ment had been using the milk 
producer as a guinea pig too 
long, and it was time the pro­
ducer was allowed to earn a 
decent living.

“The best thing you can do 
is to reimpose a minimum re­
tail price for milk sold at home 
and in the store,” he said.

On the subject of the Sloan 
report, Mr. Strachan hit out 
at the "devious manner” of the 
former chief justice’s appoint­
ment as forestry adviser to the 
government.

He said the forest manage­
ment licence system was wrong 
and that the government had a 
consistent and stated policy to 
get rid of timber to private 
companies as quickly as pos­
sible.

"Forest management licences
are wrong, despite the high 
hopes with which they were 
launched in B.C. 10 years ago,” 
Mr. Strachan continued.

"We have turned over to pri­
vate industry the control 
You don't correct the situation 
by making them only half 
wrong of one-quarter wrong for 
only 21 years and I want it on 

record now the CCF will 
the granting ot 

forest management

Mr. Strachan concluded with 
an attack on "the bungling and 
incompetent policies- which are 
creating chaos and uncertainty 
in this province.”

“We have been aware of the 
niggardly throttling and penny- 
pi n c h i n g and cheese-paring 
policy of this government and 
how it is threatening the opera­
tion of our schools, our hos­
pitals, our jails and our rehabili­
tation work,” he said.
*As a result of these policies 
we find the unfortunate chil­
dren who must sit blankly at 
home, because the door of 
Woodlands School has been 
slammed in their faces.

“We find the Juvenile of­
fenders who are cast among the 
hardened criminals are also 
facing a dread and blank fu­
ture. We find the old people
and chronica condemned to 
spend their remaining days in 
the cheerless gloom of a third 
floor attic," he said.

"All of these people will look 
in vain at this Speech from the 
Throne for hope and comfort, 
he said in moving ah. amend-. | 
ment to the Throne Speech—a f 
move which constituted a mo­
tion of non-confidence in the | 

any government. ,
The amendment was defeated l 
to 13.

Strachan

Bonner Put 
Party First

Attorney-General Robert Bonner “stands 
convicted as a man who put his political duty 
before his public duty,” Opposition leader Robert 
Strachan charged in the legislature yesterday.

He launched „ _____
He has identified himself and 

the government with those who 
now stand charged in the court* 
of our land.

“No matter how the court 
case ends, the attorney-general 
stands convicted as a man who 
put his political duty before his 
public duty,” Mr. Strachan de­
clared as government members 
shouted "Nonsense.”

The CCF chieftain was lead­
ing off the opposition attack 
in the debate. He urged that 
bargaining rights be given civil 
servants, called for a new farm 
policy, criticized the appoint­
ment of former chief justice 
Gordon Sloan as forestry ad­
viser, and hit out at “the penny- 
pinching, cheese paring” policy 
of the government.

biting attack 
on the attorney - general’s 
handling of the bribery charges 
against former lands and 
forests minister Robert E. 
Sommers during a 90-minute 
speech in the Throne Speéch 
debate. W 1 *

"I will not comment on the 
barges which have been made, 
ven though one of the com­
plies involved has been send­

ing out circulars commenting 
|on the case,” said Mr. Strachan. 
"But I insist on the right to 
comment on the part played 
by the attorney-general in this 
whole sorry affair.

“He has clouded the issue 
with the jargon of his voice- 
worn phrases and ingenuities 
of legal verbiage,” he continued.

‘Down the Sinkhole’
The declining majorities of 

I the two Social Credit members 
Iwho were victorious at the by- 
| elections last September and 
I the increased majority of the 
I CCF candidates was an indica- 
ition that Social Credit would 
Igo down the "sinkhole” with 
I the Liberals, he said.

The government’s treatment 
| of civil servants last July would 
I help the administration down 
|the sinkhole, he continued.

“The government has a policy 
|of setting one section of the 
| people of this province aside as 

second-class citizen s," Mr. 
1 Strachan said. “They must 
I have some form of collective 
3 bargaining—no body of employ- 
1.pan do without such pro­

pre and feel they are getting
I a fair deal."

, All the government work-
II era were asking, he continued,

was the establishment of an 
appropriate relationship be­
tween the employer and the 
employee.

Turning to agriculture, the 
CCF leader said this had been 
the most neglected part of the 
economy.

There were some people, he 
said, who believed the govern­
ment was broke.

“I refuse to believe that even 
a Social Credit government 
could squander and dissipate all 
the money that has been accru­
ing over the years,” Mr. 
Strachan said.

He urged that the $1,500,000 
spent by the agriculture depart­
ment in the last fiscal year be 
increased this year to some 
$10,000,000.

"That’s the kind of money 
the farmers need if they’re go­
ing to compete with their 
neighbors.”



Talking Politics

Bob Due 
Speak Today?’

GUERRILLA WARFARE:
! Some idea of the devious 

forma of strategy that go to 
make up the crazy, mixed-up 
world of politics can be gauged 
from events that took place 
yesterday.

Opposition leader Robert 
Strachan kicked off the oppo­
sition attack on government 
policies in the Throne Speech 
debate; Health Minister Eric 
Martin tabled the long-awaited 
Hoxsey cancer cure report.

There’s a lot more behind 
the fact that both took place 
the same day. Normally, the 
leader of thé opposition is the 
main Speaker of the day and 
thus gets the major "play” in 
the'newspapers next day. But 
by tabling the Hoxsey report 
the government manages to 
steal some of the spotlight,

i*B8

some of the headlines, away 
from Mr. Strachan.

This reporter asked Mr. 
Martin yesterday whether he 
hoped to take some of the 
headlines away from Mr. 
Strachan. "Oh, is Bob due to 
speak today?" answered a 
wide-eyed Mr. Martin, in a 
tone meant to convey that he 
had no idea such was the case.

But actually the last laugh 
Is on the government.

The CCF had a premoni­
tion that this would be the 
case and made their move 
last Friday in the unemploy­
ment squabble.

■ * * *
GUEST STABS: Special 

guest at > yesterday’s sitting 
was George Black, former 
longterm Conservative for 
the Yukon. He was first 
elected to the Commons in

Martin’s Hoxsey Report Move 

Drowns Out CCF Chiefs Solo

1921, was appointed Speaker 
in 1930 and resigned for 
health reasons in 1935. He 
was again elected in 1940 and 
1945 but declined the nomina­
tion in 1949.

In the Speaker’s Gallery 
yesterday, proudly surveying 
the scene, was 85-year-old 
Samuel R. Gibson, father of 
recently elected Gordon Gib­
son (SC, Delta) who made 
his maiden speech in second-

MLAs Get Personal

Bitter Exchange 
Flares in House
A bitter verbal battle between former lands and 

forests minister Robert E. Sommers and George Gregory 
(L„ Victoria) jolted the legislature yesterday.

Mr. Sommers accused the city
lawyer of being "yellow1 
having no guts.”

Mr. Sommers is charged in a 
case now before the courts with 
conspiracy to accept bribes In 
the issuance of forest manage­
ment licences. Mr. Gregory at 
one time represented Vancou­
ver lawyer David Sturdy, who 
first brought the accusations to 
light more than two years' ago.
CONGRATULATIONS 

Yesterday’s heated exchange 
began when Mr. Gregory said 
he wanted to congratulate the] 
former minister on recovering 
Iris health—apparently a refer­
ence to the fact that Mr. Som­
mera failed to proceed with his 
slander suit against Mr. Sturdy 

health reasons.'
tot do you know abouti 

somraer»- 
Possibly a lot more than you 

think," replied Mr. Gregory,
minister, mem- 

Trail, con­

tinued to heckle Mr. Gregory, 
who warned:

You better not goad me or 
I'm liable to say things we' 
all regret.”

Til goad you as much as 
please,.” came hack Mr. Som­
mers. "You haven’t the guts to 
talk about It."

Mr. Gregory said he was not 
going to discuss the case now 
that it was before the courts, 
but he was glad, he said, that 
the former minister would have 
his day in the courts.

"You are Just yellow,” bel­
lowed Mr. Sommers.

Mr. Gregory said he was _ 
Mr. Sommera would have tl 
opportunity to. clear himself 
the charges.

“You’re Just yellow," jg 
Mr. Sommers. ;

“I believe there is a 
on the record by Mr.
Wood which Indicates Just 
is. that color," replied Mr. 
ofor, referring1 
of tip slander

ing the reply to the Throne j 
Speech debate.

* * *
DOUBLE TALK: Premier 

Bennett introduced the stand­
ard motion calling for night 
sessions of the legislature 
“unless otherwise ordered.”

CCF leader Robert Strachan j 
asked if the premier would 
consider, introducing a mo­
tion setting a definite ad­
journment time for night |

sessions such as they have in 
Ottawa.

“We havn’t considered that 
because he don't want to get 
into the practice of having 
to enforce closure as they 
have in Ottawa,” replied the 
premier, thus automatically 
closing debate under rules 
that debate ends after the 
mover of a motion has spoken 
twice*. It was later reopened.

★ ★_ ★
COST OF COFFEE: George 

Gregory, Victoria Liberal 
MLA, wants to know the cost 
of denying civil servants the 
right to go to the cafeteria 
for coffee breaks. He aimed 
this missile in the form of 
a question to Provincial Sec­
retary Wesley Black:

“1. Did the executive coun­
cil, within the last year, issue 
an order prohibiting civil
servants from going to the 
Douglas cafeteria dtiring, 
coffee breaks and, if soM | 
when was the order issued?

“2. If such an order was- 
issued, were coffee pots, cof* 
fee urns, teapots, cup-, 
saucers, spoons and other 
equipment for the serving of 
tea and coffee bought at. gov­
ernment expense to provide 
civil servants with refresh­
ments during the coffee break 
and, if so, from whom were 
they bought and at what ex­
pense?

“3. If the order referred to' 
in No. 1 of this question was 
issued, has it been rescinded’ 
and, if so, when, and what 
disposition has been or is to 
be made of the coffee pots, 
coffee urns, teapots, cups, 

spoons, and other 
purchased?**

228eti#.<BoUmlst vt*wte,
Tuesday, January 28

By Peter Bruton
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LA Champions Teen-Agersy Peter Bruton

60ne Bad—All Branded’
I Actions of a small per­
centage of wrongdoers have 
reaused most people to look 
fon teen-agers as an undis­
ciplined mob, devoid of any 
sense of social responsibil­
ity, and- totally incapable of 
doing anything sensibly and 
capably, Mrs. Buda Brown 
r(SC, Vancouver-Point 
Grey) told the legislature 
■sterday.
I She said the government owes 
[to the rising generation of its 
ISuth all the assistance it can 
Bssibly bring to eliminate the 
Bgma “thrust upon it by so 
Bw of its members.”
■aKEN FOR GRANTED
■It was sad, she continued, that 
Buch of the good of the group 
■ teen agers in the 13 to 18 
Backet was taken entirely for 
■anted.
HI “But let one teen-ager in the 
Hbmmunity commit a criminal 
[abt and all are branded and 
I tainted at the same time,” she

Week

Desertion 
Trice’ 

May Rise

STEPS MUST BE TAKEN
"If our present accommoda­

tion is not adequate to handle 
the cases presenting themselves 
in court, then steps must be 
taken immediately to prepare 
such accommodation in which a 
program will be laid down 
which will be corrective and at 
the same time of a type that 
will eliminate repeater,” Mrs. 
Brown stated.

She said it was

:y Report Move

1CF Chiefs Solo
Deserting husbands may bp 

forced to pay as much as $75 
a week for maintenance of their 
wives and children under a bill 
given first reading in the Legis­
lature Tuesday.

The bill, an amendment to 
the 1948 Act for maintenance of 
wives and children, upped the 
maximum a deserting husband 
may be ordered to pay to $75 
from $40 a week.

! The bill was introduced at 
Tuesday's session by Attorney- 
General Robert Bonner, who 
also introduced another bill 

| forcing the retirement of a sti- 
| pendiary magistrate or police 
j magistrate at the age of 76.
1 The bill says the magistrates 
| must retire at 75 unless a spe- 
I cial cabinet order-in-council is 
passed extending their terms 
“for a period not to exceed one

ing the reply to the Throne 
Speech debate.

“ridiculous" 
to place on probation those who 
had stolen an automobile not 
once, not twice, but a dozen

SAD ADMISSION
“To place those who have 

been accused and judged guilty 
of breaking and entering on 
probation and not in a proper 
institution is a sad admission 
of inefficiehcy,” continued Mrs. 
Brown. "To hold offenders in 
detention without a program 
that maintains strict and severe 
discipline at all times is use­
less.”

E DOUBLE TALK: Premier 
(l- Bennett introduced the stand­

ard motion calling for night 
ly sessions of the legislature 
[g “unless otherwise ordered."
|d CCF leader Robert Strachan 
If asked if the premier would 
h- consider, introducing a mo- 
He tion setting a definite ad- 
6- joumment time for night
HI sessions such as they have in
■ Ottawa.

"We havn’t considered that 
lH because he don’t want to get 
B into the practice of having 
I to enforce closure as they 
1 have in Ottawa,” replied the 
I premier, thus automatically 
I closing debate under rules 
I that debate ends after the
■ mover of a motion has spoken
■ twice*. It was later reopened.

There were many types of of- 
ienders who needed special con- 
(ideration but, she said, the juv- 
ihile who committed a crime 
igainst society must be pun­
ched as any other individual 
irho committed a crime.

COST OF COFFEE: George 
Gregory, Victoria Liberal 
MLA, wants to know the cost 
of denying civil servants the 
right to go to the cafeteria 
for coffee breaks. He aimed 
this missile in the form of 
a question to Provincial Sec­
retary Wesley Black:

“1. Did the executive coun­
cil, within the last year, issue 
an order prohibiting civil

More Money from Ottawa

B.C. to Keep Asking
servants from going to the 
Douglas cafeteria during, 
collee breaks and, It «V. 
when was the order issued?

"2. It such an order way 
issued, were coffee pots, cot* 
tee urns, teapots, cup* 
saucers, spoons and other 
equipment tor the serving of 
tea and coffee bought at. gov­
ernment expense to provide 
civil servants with refresh­
ments during the coflee break 
and, if so, from whom were 
they bought and at what ex­
pense? -

I ■'3. If the order referred to' 
I in No. 1 of this question was 
I issued, has it been rescinded 
I and, if so, when, and what 
I disposition has been or is to 
I be made of the coffee pots, 
I coffee urns, teapots, cups, 
I saucers, spoons, and other 
I equipment purchased??

“We have been going down office a tremendous amount of.1 
Ottawa on many occasions things have been done, but 

cheese-paring is not one or 
them,’’ said Mr. Bonner.

Turning to other matters Mr. 
Bonner disclosed that the Nel­
son jail and the women's jail 
at Prince Geoj-ge will be closed 
soon as part of the reorganiza­
tion of the provincial jail ser­
vice.

He later announced that the 
New Haven Borstal home would 
also be closed, but that its func­
tions would be continued at 
.Haney,

policy in a lengthy speech dur­
ing the Throne Speech debate.

Noting that Opposition Lead­
er Robert Strachan had ac­
cused the government of 
“cheese paring," “penny - pinch­
ing,” and of having a policy of 
just asking Ottawa lor more, 
Mr. Bonner said:

The provincial government 
will continue to demand more 
money from Ottawa as long 
as it Is in office, Attorney- 
General Robert Bonner told the 
legislature yesterday.

He hit out at opposition critl- 
tism and defended government

to Ottawa on many occasions 
and we shall continue to go ! 
there until we can get some 
satisfactory fiscal arrange­
ments. We intend to press for ; 
better fiscal arrangements. Of 
course this government asks 
for more and it will continue 
to ask for more as long as it 
has the confidence of the elec-' 
torate."

In the last federal-provincial 
conference, he continued, the 
B.C. government had gone tiu 
Ottawa with concrete sugges­
tions aimed at helping the 
present unemployment situa­
tion. He said the government 

. lelt the conference should have 
been continued until a solution 
to unemployment was found.

L “Since this government took

y*

, ■ 5-3#
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Bonner’s Rocket Never

Left Ground
Talking Politics 
By Peter Bruton 

★ ★ ★

Point Was Elusive . . .

_____

• \

MISSILE FIZZLE: Attor­
ney-General Robert Bonner 
fell into a trap of his own 
making when he stretched a 
little too far in trying to 
illustrate how the govern­
ment felt about Opposition 
Leader Robert Strachan’s 
rip-roaring criticisms the day 
before.
■* It was a wild speech, said 
the attorney-general, even if 
it was expected to be the 
forefront of a massive attack 
on government policy.

“It shows that the Re­
publican party is not the only 
party which has trouble get­
ting its rockets off the 
ground," said Mr. Bonner.

Not too many members saw 
the point.

“That one didn't get off the 
ground, did it?" shot back 
Mr. Strachan.

* * *
MEMORIES LINGER ON: 

One of the most respected 
members of the legislature, 
prior to his death more#than 
a year ago, was the late 
Ernest Winch, veteran CCF 
member for Burnaby. Yester­
day his son-in-law, Cedric 
Cox, made his maiden speech.

The new member, who re­
tained the Burnaby seat for 
the CCF, reminded the 
House of his father-in-law’s 
accomplishments for the 
sick, needy and aged.

"Just six weeks ago, not 
knowing of the death of Mr.

Winch, an invitation was re­
ceived from a committee of 
the U.S. Senate asking him 
to appear before that body to 
give an address on housing 
for senior citizens," Mr. Cox 
told the members. “I believe 
this is an honor rarely re­
ceived by any other member 
in Canada."

. . In Socred Rebuttal

QUESTION TIME: The
opposition didn’t have much 
success when they asked yes­
terday if Premier Bennett 
would just "consider" per­
mitting an oral question 
period every day, following 
the custom in the House of 
Commons.

CCF leader Robert Strachan
said he was only asking the 
premier to consider the mat­
ter “and perhaps in a few 
days he could let the House 
know his feelings." It would 
create more interest, he said, 
and would greatly add to the 
standing and the conduct of 
the legislature.

Attorney - General Robert 
Bonner answered. The ques­
tion was not properly ad­
dressed, he said, and there 
was a ruling on the records 
from the spring session of 
1953.

“In other words, no," said 
Mr. Strachan, giving up the 
fight.

★ * *
ECONpMY WITH EFFI­

CIENCY; Is the government ]

saving money on the print­
ing of bills this year? It 
would cèrtainjy appear so.

So far this session, nearly 
all of the bills presented are 
printed on a single sheet of 
paper, with the front page 
title sheet conspicuous by its 
absence.

* ★ *
, WORDS OF WISDOM:
| When one or two CCFers 

began interrupting the speech 
of Attorney-General Bonner 

I yesterday they were told*. 
"Even a dry speech from this 
part of the floor is having 

] some effect."
, It was. Lots of members
had left the legislature lor 

I coffee.
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QUESTION TIME: The
opposition didn’t have much 
success when they asked yes­
terday if Premier Bennett 
would just "consider” per­
mitting an oral question 
period every day, following 
the custom in the House of 
Commons.

CCF leader Robert Strachan
said he was only asking the 
premier to consider the mat­
ter "and perhaps in a few 
days he could let the House 
know his feelings.” It would 
create more interest, he said, 
and would greatly add to the 
standing and the conduct of 
the legislature.

Attorney - General Robert 
Bonner answered. The ques­
tion was not properly ad­
dressed, he said, and there 
was a ruling on the records 
from the spring session of 
1953.

“In other words, no," said 
Mr. Strachan, giving up the 
fight.

* * *
ECONQMY WITH EFFI 

I CIENCJY: Is the government

saving money on the print­
ing of bills this year? It 
would cértainjy appear so.

So far this session, nearly 
all of the bills presented are 
printed on a single sheet of 
paper, with the front page 
title sheet conspicuous by its 
absence.

★ * *
WORDS OF WISDOM:

When one or two CCFers 
began interrupting the speech 
of Attorney-General Bonner 
yesterday they were toldi 
"Even a dry speech from this 
part of the floor is having 
some effect.”

It was. Lots of members 
had left the legislature for
coffee, • “■ ;; ’ ■ I

Tom Uphill
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By Peter Bruton
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V ETERAN CAMPAIGNER: Tom 
Uphill, the 83-year-old Independent 
member for Fernie, is renowned as 
a fighter for the underdog as well 
as being a sort of unofficial court 
jester for the provincial legislature.

Yesterday, however, he could 
find nothing to jest about.

His city of Fernie, which he has 
represented continuously in the leg­
islature for 38 years, is dying.

Fernie's lifeblood is coal. Now 
that the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Com­
pany has shut down its mine some 
300 miners have been thrown out of 
work and they have nothing to turn 
to. Unless something can be done 
immediately the city is doomed.

"If i were a Socialist I would say 
that here is the greatest indictment 
of the capitalist system today in this

KSFlBSSl
situation in Fernie,” said Mr. Uphill,j*>; 
in an impassioned plea to the gov­
ernment to help ease the situation.
"I ask one and all . . . that some­
thing be done and done immediately 
in order to alleviate the suffering 
there today.” * , -

* * *

TEA FOR TWO: Premier Ben­
nett and Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan were both absent from the 
legislature yesterday — they were 
having tea with Queen Mother Eliz­
abeth in Vancouver.

"I must say I noticed that things 
went much more- smoothly with the 
premier away,” quipped Tony Gar- 
grave (CCF, Mackenzie) after the 
day’s sitting. It could work both 
ways. Social Creditors were prob­
ably thinking it was because Oppos­
ition Leader Strachan was absent.

rni'A S=§8
5s® ■ jJI

HEARING AIDS: In the past 
three years at least three new loud­
speaker systems have been tried out 
in the legislative chamber. Last 
year everyone seemed happy that at 
last a good system had been in­
stalled. „

Something has happened in the 
intervening months.

Reporters in the press gallery, 
above the Speaker’s- chair, have 
found It almost impossible to pick 
up what members are saying at the 
far end of the chamber.

* ' * ★

EMBARRASSING MOMENT: A 
couple of days ago Victoria Liberal 
George Gregory needled Victoria 
Social Créditer Don Smith over the 
fact that the latter was no longer 
an alderman in the city.

He was glad, .said Mr. Gregory,

that . Mr Smith could devote all his 
time to the legislature now. Yes­
terday, Mr. Gregory added insult to 
injury.

He introduced two private peti­
tions from the city «—a job that Mr. 
Smith most certainly would have 
had if he were still an alderman. 
Mr. Smith just looked embarrassed. 

* * *
PENNIES FOR THE POOR: The 

provincial government should pay 
the total cost for expansion of the 
University of B.C., in the opinion of 
Leo Nimsick (CCF, Cranbrook).

"The main foundation of our 
society has to depend on Charity,” 
he said. "It has to go round the 
province with a tin cup asking for 

. money. It is the duty of society, 
and it should come-out of consoli­
dated revenue, to see that the uni­
versity is looked after.”

ii^l
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Strange Inconsistency
reasons, and will no doubt be approved 
by the legal profession. The strange­
ness of this bill, however, lies in its 
incompatibility in one respect with the 
inflexible regulations governing all other 
branches of service to the Crown. If a 
mân is deemed to be physically, mentally 
and emotionally equipped in his middle- 
seventies to cope with the exacting duty 
of dispensing justice in an overburdened 
courtroom, why must all ' other public 
officials be summarily dismissed on 
pension when they reach an age ten 
years younger? Should not the measure­
ment throughout be a man's capacity for 
continued service rather than his age 
as marked by the calendar?

Pensions, of course, are the compli­
cating factor; but surely it should not 
be beyond the bounds of possibility to 
devise a system whereby better use could 
be made of the aptitudes and experience 
of older men and women—who are fit 
to go on giving useful service after they 
pass the statutory milestone and who 
do not wish to be put out to pasture? 
If governments at all levels set an example 
by breaking this wasteful and often cruel 
rule other employers probably would be 
quick to follow.

PREVAILING Inconsistencies of view­
points on the working capacities of 

men after they reach a certain age are 
accentuated by a bill which Attorney- 
General Bonner introduced in the British 
Columbia Legislature this week. By it 
this province for the first time will put 
à period to the term of service of sti­
pendiary and police magistrates. At 
présent magistrates are at liberty to 
remain on the bench as long as they 
choose, and some have done so long past 
what has corné to bé accepted as the 
normal retirement age in public service, 
Industry and commerce.

If the attorney-general's bill passes, 
as it undoubtedly will, magistrates in 
future will be required to retire on reach­
ing the age of 75 years, though the 
government by order-in-council may 
postpone retirement for a maximum of 
one additional year. In this exception, 
but this only, the new restriction con­
forms to long-established policy federally 
And provincially with respect to the civil 
service.

The principle of setting a uniform 
limit on the length of service of all 
magistrates is good for a variety of

Avery year for the

.
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This Week

Bill Would Ease
House Crossfire 

Aimed at BonnerA private bill which would 
permit any municipal council 
to pass a bylaw authorizing 
Sunday sports following a ple­
biscite will be'glven first read­
ing in the legislature this week.

The bill, entitled the "Lord’s 
Day (British Columbia) Act" 
will be introduced by Cordon 
Dowdlng (CCF, Burnaby).

It provides that If 10 per cent 
of the electorate asks for a 
plebiscite for the holding of 
paid commercial sports on Sun­
days the following question 
should be submitted to electors:

"Are you In favor of a muni­

cipal bylaw authorizing the 
playing of public athletic games 
and sports On the Lord’s Day, 
under the Lord’s Day (British 
Columbia) Act?"

If the vote was in favor of 
Sunday sports the council could 
then pass a bylaw jiermittlng 
them.

Horse racing does not come 
under the act.

It is doubtful whether the 
government will accept the 
bill. E . ,

Attorney-General Robert Bonner got it from 
both sides of the legislature yesterday.

Speaking immediately prior to Mel Bryan, Leo 
Nimsick (CCF, Cranbreok) said the attorney- 
general should have resigned as a result of the 
charges finally laid against Robert Sommers.

He said almost any problem handled by Mr. 
Bonner turned into “a fiasco” and said that because 
of his handling of the Vancouver ' police probe, 
Sunday sports issue, and forestry charges, “I don’t 
think the attorney-general is a fit and proper man 
for the position he’s in.”

$2,308,710 Spent

Malahat Job Boosts
Esquimalt Road Cost

U.S. Metal Tax 
Worries Nimsick

Work on the Trans-Canada 
Highway in the Fraser Canyon

New construction work on the 
Malahat highway pushed Esqui­
malt riding into top position on 
Vancouver Island in road expen­
diture daring the 1956-57 fiscal 
year.

A total of $2,308,710 was spent 
in ..Esquimalt riding and two- 
thirds was for Malahat highway 
work.

The provincial highways de-

totalled $7,754,567 and put the 
Yale constituency in top place 
in the province.

Highways
Notice of a motion calling j 

upon the provincial government j 
to make immediate représenta- j 
tions.to Ottawa in an effort to 
prevent the U.S. from placing j 
a tariff on imports of lead and j 
zinc was made Monday by Leo 
Nimsick . (CCF, Cranbrook).

The motion notes that the i 
economy of a large part of B.C. I 
depends on the continued pro- 1 
duction of lead and zinc and 
that a U.S. tariff on imports 
would seriously affect the econ- 

jomy of the province..

Kamloops riding,
Minister P. A. Gaglardi’s home| 
riding, was second with! 
$5,322,904.

Other totals for Island ridings i 
were : Cowichan - Newcastle, 
$1,331,186; Comox, $1,235,215; 
Nanaimo-Islands, $785,953 ; Al- 
berni, $427,596 and Saanich,

partment’s annual report tabled 
in the legislature showed 
$84,147,002 was spent on B.C. 
roads during the year. $318,558.
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Lone Rebel

Social Credit rebel Mel Bryan is unlikely to 
ipiave the support of any other government back­
-benchers in his demand that Attorney-General I 

Robert Bonner resign over the Sommers case. I
Despite rumors that several 

other government MLAs felt 
the same as the North Vancoull 
ver member, hone would say so 
after yesterday's shatterin* 
sitting.
TERSE COMMENT 

Attorney-General Robert Both 
ner had a terse comment 

“I've never walked away from 
a tough job in my life and I 
don’t intend to now,” he told 
reporters.

Opposition members ap­
plauded Mr. Bryan’s “courage* 
and many sent him notes after 
his speech inviting him to cross 
the floor to their side of the 
House.

Mr. Bryan brushed off news­
men, stating: "I’ve said every­
thing I’ve got to say.” 
SINKING SHIP 

John : Tisdalle (SC, Saanich), 
who himself came dangerously 
near to being a rebel last ses­
sion, said: “I don’t mind some-

Bennett
Backs

Bonner

'I've said everything.MEL BRYAN
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rebel Mel Bryan is unlikely to 
of any other government back 

demand that Attorney-General 
resign over the Sommers case.

Despite rumors that 
other government MLAs fel 
the same as the North Vanco 
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tt after yesterday’s shattering
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[TERSE COMMENT
Attorney-General Robert Bon-| 

ner had a terse comment 
"I've never walked away froml 

a tough job in my life and 11 
[don’t intend to now,” he told| 
[reporters.

Opposition members ap-| 
jplauded Mr. Bryan’s ''courage’* I 
and many sent him notes after! 
|his speech inviting him to cross! 
the floor to their side of the |

| House.
Mr. Bryan brushed off news-1 

[men, stating: “I’ve said every-f 
thing I’ve got to say.” 
SINKING SHIP 

John Tisdalle (SC, Saanich), 
who himself came dangerously 
near to being a rebel last ses- 
Ision, said: “I don’t mind some- 
[one rocking the boat to see if 
it's seaworthy, but there's no 
need to punch a hole in it and 
try to sink the ship."

Government whip Bert Prioe| 
(SC, Vancouver-Burrard) 
he was sorry that Mr. 
had said what he did.

T can’t see any gain for 1 
Continued on Page I

Continued from Page 1
member, the general public, and 
certainly not to the members on 
the government side of the 

1 House," he said. “The mere fact 
that a member attacks a cabinet 
minister is his own prerogative. 
To attack a minister who can't 

I fight back puts a different light 
'on it altogether . .
TERRIFIC LQAD 

Mr. Price stated that to hear 
Mr. Bryan “you would almost 

j think the attorney-general was 
1 part of some conspiracy, where­
as the attorney-general has had 
to carry a terrific load in respect 
to the whole case—none of 
which is his own doing."

Reporters asked Mr. Price 
[whether the rebel member 
would be barred from the gov­
ernment caucus or read from 

| the party. He paused for about 
20 seconds, then said: "I can’t 
answer that."

Tony Gargrave (CCF, Mac­
kenzie) said he felt it was an 
“excellent statement and one 

I that took a lot of courage. And 
it was probably said better by

Prince Rupert, had said exactly 
[the same thing in March 1956 
and since then the demand for 
Mr. Bonner’s resignation had 
been proposed many times from 

| the opposition.
“It is of great significance 

that a Social Credit member 
echoed these demands in a cour­
ageous stand that will be long 
remembered," said Mr. Greg- 

jory. “I have been expecting 
daily that Mr. Bonner’s recent 
trade mission to Europe would 
mean his giving up the position 

[of attorney-general and concen­
trating on trade and industry, 

j It would not surprise me now 
that today’s demand will force 
the premier to demand Mr. Bon­
ner’s .resignation from the 
cabinet entirely."

Ran Harding (CCF, Kaslo-Slo- 
can) said .that Mr. Byran had 
presented a “very sound and 
studied statement of the picture 
dealing with the Sommers case 
and the charges coming out of 
it

“It rather surprised me to see 
lone of the government members

i speaking as member for North 
[Vancouver and “I can’t see why 
he should not be allowed back in 
the caucus.

“I doift agree with what he 
said, but he has got a right to 
say what he thinks," said Mr. 
Robinson. I

Premier Bennett and Opposi * 
tion Leader Robert Strachan 1 
were both in Vancouver.

Btoria) «aid Bruce Brown, 
former Liberal member for

It was probably said better b» one 01 tne <overnme<>t members 
(Bryan than anyone else, Indu» *ri?e 11 up and 1 only hope we 
lng this side of the legislature." wlu hear more from govern-

Dan Campbell (SC, Comox) 
merely said: ‘It was an Interest­
ing afternoon.”

Cyril Shelford (SC, Omineca) 
tld Mr. Byran had been guilty 

'of1 poor timing" but did not 
elaborate.

Don-Robinson (SKI, Lillooet) 
ited that Mr. Byran was

■ ’
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‘Yoü Have Failed 
In Your Duties’

By PETER BRUTON
A Social Credit backbencher who electrified 

the legislature yesterday with a demand that 
Attorney-General Robert Bonner resign over 
his handling of the Sommers case may be booted 
out of the party tooay.l 7~ ~

Mel Bryan, 45-year-old mem-; Top Social Credit officials 
her for North Vancouver, said j said they were sure that if 
the attorney-general had shown, Premier Bennett had been in the 
"a lack of ability to fulfill all i legislature he would have im- 
the requirements of his high!mediately invited the Socred 
post and should resign his ; rebel to cross the Boor and join 
duties in favor of someone who the opposition, 
can." | But Premier Bennett and Op-

The bombshell hit the hushed position Leader Robert Strachan 
and tense House late in the were both in Vancouver attend-
afternoon sitting.

Mr. Bryan condemned the 
way Mr. Bonner had handled 
the bribery allegations against 
former lands and forest min­
ister Robert Sommers —- a mat­
ter now before the courts.

The attorney-general blushed 
I beet-red as the Socred MLA 
I haltingly read a lengthy state 
1 ment of criticism.

ing a social function for Queen | 
Mother Elizabeth.

It is believed 'the government I 
caucus will decide today what I 
should be done about the mat-f 
ter. Speculation is rile that Mr. I 
Bryan will be reed out of the [1 
party or barred from the I 
caucus and that he will cross I 
the Boor and become an indt-U 
pendent Social Credit MLA.

■ WvS
i A.
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People Concerned
no bearing on what I have to 
say.”

Mr. Bryan said what con­
cerned the people of the prov­
ince has been the “unsatisfac­
torily explained delay” in re­
solving the issue on the part 
of the attorney-general.

“I speak for myself, and, I 
believe, for thousands of people 
who have supported this gov­
ernment in expressing the 
solemn belief that the attorney- 
general of this province has 
failed to carry out his duties 
with the speed and efficiency 
his position demand s,” he

"I may also remind those who 
do not share these views of 
mine that a very important 
principle is at stake here, 
a very precious principle 
and one I am not prepared 
to sacrifice in the interests 
of party unity,” he added. 
"Here was developed a funda- 

: mental issue that should nave 
• been dealt with without . any 
- concern for political questions 
r or party loyalties.”

Mr., Bryan began by stating 
that the government’s handling 1 
of the Sommers case had been 
causing extreme concern to 
people throughout the province.

He was not, he said, comment­
ing on details of the case now 
before the courts.

"Over two years ago, state­
ments were made concerning 
the operation of our great for­
est industry and the govern­
ment of this province,” he said.
"They were given wide pub­
licity. They led eventually to 
the resignation of a minister 
from the cabinet and a veritable 
storm of public controversy, 
court actions and counter­
actions.

"The chain of subsequent de- 
1 velopments led to charges which 

are now being adjudicated — 
where thousands of British 
Columbians felt they should 
have been adjudicated a long 
time ago, in the courts of our 
land,” he continued. "The out­
come of this case has absolutely

Respect Strained
? Since 1953, he continued, the campaign, he stated, he had 
I people of B.C. had been assured been one of the candidates 
I that the government now in fighting for the government 
I power represented something and believed Mr. Bonner’s state- 

new, clean and sincere—a new ments that the charges against 
concept of government totally Mr. Sommers were more sound 

I unlike the previous adminis- and fury than substance.
| trations jn the province. “L and candidates like me,
I ,, , were assured by the attorney-I 1, be>leve „ *e"eral|y * h e general's statement that the al 
| people charged with governing , tions were .taretched','' 
I our province today have shotvn ,he backbencher "Mr.

a realization of this different people ar„ puzzled by
concept of government have t|)(, fast.moving chain 0, events

■ shown it with a vigor and pro- Qf recent months. First- a com. 
Hgressiveness that is reflected in mlssion.t 0l inquiry was set 
gthe great strides forward taken t probe the allegati'ons, then 
Hby oar economy, said Mr. ^ hastlly abandoned in
■ Bryan. favor of the outright charges

“But I insist that the manner 0f conspiracy against several 
I in which the attorney-general persons.
I failed significant^ to deal with “And all this, we must as- 
| an issue involving a cabinet 8ume, was based on the same 
I minister and the government sequence of events and circum- 
I itself has placed a serious gtandes our attorney-general so 
I strain on the respect and sup- blandly dismissed last year and 
I iport that this government has the year before. What happened 
I generally deserved,” he said. to change his concept of law

In the 1956 provincial election I enforcement so drastically?

rified
that
over

looted r..-f

officials 
that if 
n in the

Socred 
and join

4T am now voicing the serious 
doubts of thousands of British 
Columbians when I question the 
attorney - general’s appreciation 
of basic concepts inherent in 
the high office he holds,” 
stated the MI^A. "His attitude 
during the past two years in­
dicates, at best, a stubborn re­

luctance to forego his apparent 
[belief - that it wasn’t necessary 
[to establish Caesar’s wife above

and Op- 
strachan 
• attend- 
r Queen

emment 1 
ly what I 
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Canadian 
members 
Union of 
Workers 

He sai

Victoria’s representation in 
the provincial legislature was 
cited yesterday by a Vancouver 
MLA in stressing a claim Van­
couver should have more mem­
bers in the House.
"... With no disrespect for 

any sitting members assembled 
here, Victoria City has 31.502 
registered voters and three 
members, or one for every 
10,500 registered voters,” Social 
Creditor Fred Sharp, second 
member for Vancouver East, 
told the House.

“Vancouver City, which rep­
resents almost one-third of the 
registered voters of this prov­
ince, has nine members.” he 
added. “In other words 33 per 
cent of the registered voters 
have only 17 per cent repre­
sentation in this legislature 
and this does not indicate 
equitable representation.”

Speaking ip the Throne 
Speech debate, Mr. Sharp said 
he noted further six constitu­
encies in the province that have 
less than 4,000 registered voters 
per member—“and, in fact, in 
these constituencies there are 
only a total of 18,408 voters

Bruch Supports
City University

Mr. Bryan and Mr. Bonner
convictions. The wisdom of his action 
is another matter. ,

Mr. Bonner of course will not resign. 
Cabinet ministers do not tamely give up 
office merely because their method of

Oppc 
make s 
Highwi 
lardi’s 

The i
$5?043 : 
March 
that th 
ipocket1 
tdid ha 
| CCF 
that a 
iexpena

backbencher that the attorney-general 
should resign made the House sit up and 
take notice. Proposals of this kind by 
opposition members are apt to be a dime 
a dozen, it being their concept of legisla­
tive business to upset any minister or 
the whole government if they can. That 
is their principal stock in trade. It is 
something else again when one of the 
government’s own supporters turns his 

j guns against it.
I One thing at least the incident makes 
| clear, which is that no bar exists in Social 
I Credit ranks against criticism of their 
| leaders. Quite certainly Mr. Mel Bryan

administration does not please ev< 
single member of their party. If they
cabinet ministers would be resigning 
every day in every land where parlia­
mentary procedures hold sway. There is 
also the question of collective cabinet 
responsibility and in the present instance 
Mr. Bonner could scarcely bow to Mr., 
Bryan without Premier Bennett being 
involved. Rightly enough the premier 
would regard any such step as wholly 
inapposite.

One thing apt to be forgotten as 
opposition members In particular seek to 
keep the Sommers issue alive in the 
Legislature is that the matter which pro­
voked Mr. Bryan’s unusual course qf 
action is before the courts. It will be 
resolved definitely there. When the case 
is completed perhaps that will be tim* 
enough to judge the propriety of 1M

IEST COPYRIGHT 
rhf Esquimau member ex­
ceed criticism ot the man 
ho Jumped the gun’’ by copy- 
MÜvthe Province's centen-

«suggested the copyrigpter
[be prosecuted” lor "even 
he provincial emblem in 
ig for the copyright on 
itennial crest."
provincial emblem forma

pattern of his fellows. Nor is it to be 
expected that any punitive action will be 
taken by the Social Credit caucus, since 
In essence the protest is evidence of the 
freedom of action permitted on the gov­
ernment side of the House. Nevertheless 

ja degree of courage is implied when a Bonner’s administration of his dep 
ment, and whether or not it warrai 
the strictures of the member for Ni 
Vancouver.

ESS

33335*
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E.C Mining *in Suspense’

Anti-Tariff Fight Set
MLAs Demand

union were lobbying in Wish*

4
Ottawa Action

I

t'*V -

Against U.S.
The B.C. legislature voted 

unanimously Thursday in favor

I
 of a resolution aimed at pro­
tecting the province’s faltering 
base metals industry against a 
threatened United States tariff

exist among members of the > nan said the province had been g
ington for the placing of the 
tariff while members in Can­
ada were urging Ottawa to 
fight against it.

“There’s no doubt the union 
is doing everything possible in 
Washington to put our miners 
in British Columbia out of 
(work,’' he charged.

He said in view of the 
“brotherly love” supposed to

lect for 
(embled 

31.502 
three 
every 
Social 

| second 
East,

FÉI SB

same union they should “get to­
gether and give consideration to 
each other’s problems.”

‘This should be a lesson to us 
in Canada,” Mr. Harding told 
the House. He said in future. 
B.C. should strive to increase 
industry and manufacture so 
the province’s raw materials 
could be utilized in full at home.

Mines Minister Kenneth Kier-

assured by the federal govern­
ment representations had been 
made to the U.S.

MM3ÊÊ
|ch rep- 

of the

i,” he ,
33 per 
voters 
repre- 

lislature I 
indicate

i r o n e 
Irp said 
konstttu- 
pat have 

voters 
I fact, in 
|ere are 

voters

jbn import of base metals.
The resolution expressed the 

bpinion the B.C. government 
Should make immediate repre­
sentations to the federal govern- 
nent urging it to do “every- 

|hing possible” to prevent the | 
J.S. tariff on imports of lead 

frnd zinc.
It was presented by Leo Nim- 

llick (CCF, Cranbrook) and 
econded by Ran Harding (CCF, 

jCaslo-Slocan), who told the 
house the mining industry in 
his riding was “in suspense” 
land that the threat of the tariff 
vas slowing mines down.

Social Credit member from 
1 Atlin, William Asselstine, said
■ he hoped a greater understand- 
ling could be reached between
■ Canadian and United States 
■members of the International 
1 Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter 
I Workers.

He said U.S. numbers of the

■■
mïm

m,
.• s

fiàl
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Maverick MLA 
Escapes Axe 

After Outburst
BY PETER BRUTON

Socred Mel Bryan has

m

Mr. Bonner
on viciions. The wisdom of his action 

another matter.,
Mr. Bonner of course will not resign. 

Cabinet ministers do not tamely give up 
jffice merely because their method of 
idministration does not please every 
single member of their party. If they did 
cabinet ministers would be resigning 
•very day in every land where parlia­
mentary procedures hold sway. There U 
also the question of collective cabinet 
responsibility and in the present instance 
Mr. Bonner could scarcely bow to Mr. 
Bryan without Premier Bennett being 
involved. Rightly enough the premier 
would regard any such step as wholly 
inapposite.

One thing apt to be forgotten as 
opposition members in particular seek to 
keep the Sommers issue alive In the 
Legislature is that the matter which pro­
voked Mr. Bryan’s unusual course •* 
action is before the courts. It will 
resolved definitely there. When the 
is completed perhaps that will be 
enough to Judge the propriety of 
Bonner’s administration of his 
ment, and whether or not it w 
the strictures of the member for Ni 
Vancouver.

Gaglardi Plane Bills 
Face CCF Scrutiny

Rebel Socred Mel Bryan has apparently 
escaped public punishment from the government 
for1 openly demanding the resignation of At­
torney-General Robert Bonner in the legislature 
Wednesday.

Opposition members plan to year when the upkeep and re-
I make a detailed examination of 
I Highways Minister P. A. Gag- 
| lardi’s expense vouchers.

The minister, who led the cab- 
J inet with travelling expenses of 
l $5,043 in the fiscal year ending 
1 March 31 last, yesterday agreed 

L that these were only his “out of 
|* pocket” expenses and that he 

did have some more.
CCFers are already saying

placement of engines in his de­
partmental aircraft are taken 
into account

Mr. Gaglardi said yesterday 
that he racked up some addi­
tional expenses in such things 
as air travel. He uses a credit 
card and the bill is charged 
back to the government.

CCF members on the legisla 
tive public accounts committee 
have asked that all vouchers

hat actually the minister had from the minister’s department 
expenses of some $75,000 for the be produced for examination

For the time being at least, 
the 45-year-old member for 
North Vancouver will remain as 
a government backbencher des­
pite his open revolt against the 
attorney-general.
MOST DEMOCRATIC 

Premier Bennett, who was 
away when the member made 
h i s dramatic announcement, 
merely said it was just another 
example showing why “the So­
cial Credit movement is the 
most democratic in the whole of 
Canada.”

The diminutive Socred de­
manded Mr. Bonner’s resigna­
tion over the government’s 
handling of the two-year-old 
Sommers bribery case — which 
is now before the courts. 
PRAISE BY CCF 

Two CCF members — Rae 
| Eddie of New Westminster and 
Arthur Turner of Vancouver 
East—both praised Mr. Byran’s 
action in speeches, yesterday.

Mr. Turner said the Socred 
had echoed sentiments that 
were “exactly what thousands 
are saying no matter what 
their political affiliation.”

Mr. Eddie said everyone In 
the legislature admired Mr. 
Bryan’s sincerity and purpose. 
SITS UNSMILING 

Mr. Bryan himself sat at 
desk, unsmiling.

*1 am still a member of the 
government,” he told reporters.

The only noticeable thing dif- 
jjferent yesterday was the w*y 
tether Social Credit backbenchers 
treated Mr. Bryan—as though 
he had leprosy.

The North Vancouver rebel 
intimated he would voté as 
had spoken when 
caning Mr. Bonner

is, with the opposition againstjg 
the government.

The premier said “rush of 
business” kept him away from ^38 
the caucus meeting yesterday.

“Would Mr. Bryan remain i 
member of thé party?” a re-H 
porter asked.

“As far as I know,” replied II 
the premier. “I never attack | 
anyone. I only invite people into jj 
our movement, never do I invite || 
anyone out.”

He said he could see no parai-Jj 
lei between what Mr. Bryan didfl 
Wednesday and what he, him­
self did when he dramatically 
crossed the floor and became an \ 
independent prior to his joining | 
the Social Credit party in 1952.
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He said he hoped the petition 
would be studied carefully and 
the road request brought to “a 
successful conclusion.”

Sought is a road from Kelsey 
Bay to Port Hardy linking theminister “in his office today.

cut-off northern area from the 
rest of Vancouver Island.

Mr. Campbell said it was not 
a road in “but an access out" 
that was needed for an area 
that has contributed a great 
deal to the province.

He said people in the area 
were “very unhappy about the; 
North Island road . . . and the 
trickles of information they 
obtain about what is happening 
to their road.”
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Talking Politics-By Peter Bruton\Vodka hiue Coming Up

COMMISSAR!: What self with being “the government i IF AT FIRST YOU DON’T'going to be done about the; 
es "sufficient de- that jteeps you informed.” Ap SUCCEED: Opposition Leader resignation of the public hejUth!

parently the opposition and even'Strachan once again tried to get i nurse at Qualicum who quit, 
he didn t have enough a few Socred backbenchers some action on the subject of °nrpc^already Attorney-Gen- sures, thus leaving 160 children
ert Bonner is going to ^ou^>t this. ora^ Questions in the legislature j without anyone to give them
ome up with an answer Cabinet ministers are at pres- yesterday—and failed, 
question when the sub- ent reeling under a bombard- The matter of an oral ques- 
vodka sales crops up u?60* °* questions fired from all tion period at the beginning of 
the session. sides of the legislature. In the each day’s sitting has been
column learned vester- £LrSt fiVf days of thf ses®!on; brought up frequently and

Mr. Martin just sat there. 
"Next order of business,” 

said Mr. Speaker Hugh Shantz.
"Won't you answer?” called 

the CCF leader to the health 
minister.

. “I want the question in writ-

[ordered through the Liquor 
[Control Board since Georgé 
[Gregory (Lib., Victoria) trail- 
blazed the way some nine 
[months ago. 
t That’s 19,680 bottles.
[ Attorney-General Bonner has 
[taken the view that until there 
ps sufficient public depiand for 
|/odka it won’t be sold by the 
■bottle in B.C.

I the entire session last year.
! "It’s an indication of the ques­
tions the people of B.C. want 
answered,” explained CCF 
Leader Robert Strachan. "It

I "Won’t answer questions, 
eh?” called Mr. Strachan. 
i“Don’t you know the answer?’* 
I "Put the question in writing," 
I replied Mr. Martin.But anyone who 

las $54 to spare and wants to 
►rder it by the case may do so.

Apparently 20,000 bottles in 
line months doesn’t constitute 
i big enough public demand— 
llthough a new review will be 
Hade this year.

NEVER THE TWAIN SHALL 
IEET: The scheduled inaugu- 
al trip of the Pacific Great 
lastern Railway between North 
rancouver and the most north­
erly terminals next fall is 
larking new rivalry between 
awson Creek and Fort St 
)hn.
"There’s no doubt about it— 
ie first train will go from
forth Vancouver straight % 

according toPort St. John,
Jlarold E. Roche, Social Credit 
jjpember for North Peace River. 
* "Why, of course the train will 
lb to Dayvson Creek first,” said 
Stan Carnell, Social Credit 
member for South Ppace River, 

j The main line splits and runs 
into .ther two centres, making 
fam terminals.
i; "It's going to be a knotty 
Hroblem for Premier Bennett to

DBS AVAILABLE: Fred 
irp (SC,- Vancouver East) 
led his speech in the Throhe 
►ate yesterday by noting he 
1 done little else than ask 
-more money for his rldiiig. 
I know the premier will be 
M-al,” he added as the mem* 
9 laughed.
lie’ll be going after Lester ! 
■son's job next,” çommented 
V leader-Robert Strachan.

) THE PEOPLE MAY 
iW: Social Credit prides it* j

■_____

mlm
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Reserve Lifted 
From Irpn Ore

The provincial govern­
ment has lifted its reserve 
on iron ore on the whole 
coastal area, including Van­
couver Island.

| The move has a twofold 
aim: to encourage more ex- j ploration for iron properties.

| and at the same time control 
exports from the province.

Under terms of an order-in­
council passed by the cabinet 
this week, prospectors are now 
free to hunt for iron ore.

However, they must record 
with l^he department the fact 
they are staking for iron when 
filing claims.

When a lease is granted, the 
government reserves the right 
to 50 per cent of the amount of i| 
ore in the property.
EXPORT RIGHTS

The operator is free to do 
anything he wants with the 
other half, including export.

The lease holder has the first 
right to mine and sell the 
Crown's share of the iron ore, 
subject to the approval of the 
minister of mines.

The new regulations are part i 
of the government’s con- 
tiuing drive to have an iron and 
steel industry in the province, 
and discourage export of iron

The province has no constltu- j 
tional power to prevent exports. ! 
It attempted to get around this j 
at the last legislature session | 
by imposing a special tax on 
ore in the ground, applied only ! 
to iron.

The new regulations do not j 
affect properties which were 
staked before 1951, when th^ 
reserve was placed.

LIQUOR EARNS 
$25 MILLION 
FOR PROVINCE

Liquor continues to be one 
of the province's biggest 
money-makers.

Public accounts tabled in 
the legislature today show the 
Liquor Control Board made a 
net profit of $25,048,630 in the 
fiscal year ended last March 
31.

This represents an increase 
of almost $2,500,000 over the 
previous year.

Total sales during the 1956- 
57. fiscal year were $88,201,- 
269. This was made up of 
$63,118,245 in sales to thç. 1 
public and $25,083,023 td 
licencees.

B.C. Collected 
Record Revenues

Record revenues of $270,783,792 were collected by|

I the provincial government in the fiscal year ended lasts 
March 31, the public accounts tabled in the legislature!

I today disclosed.
This represented an increase 

of $43,530,418 over the 1955-56 
fiscal year.

The public accounts give no 
clue to the state of the govern­
ment’s revenues in the current 
year, but it is almost certain 
they will not have accelerated 
at the same rate.

All eyes will be focussed on 
the budget to be brought down 
by Premier Bennett in a few 
weeks' time, when the control­
ler-general’s report will give anj^ 
accounting of revenues for the 
first nine months of the cur­
rent year.

There is increasing evidence 
that the general'slump in the 
economy during 1957 was feltj 
by the government, particularly1 
in its revenue* from the forest 
industry.
liabilities up

The public accounts showed 
an increase of $100,000,000 in 
the government’s contingent 
liabilities during the 1956-57 
fiscal year.

These are borrowings of 
agencies such as the B.C. Power 
Commission, PGE and Toll 
Highways and Bridges Author­
ity which are guaranteed by the 
government.

The total of these liabilities 
stood at $241,334,638 at last 
March 3L

During the 1956-57 year the 
direct debt was decreased by 
$27,727,470 and fixed assets 
were increased by $61,395,561 
for an improvement of $85,689,- 
145 in the balance sheet.

From the $270,000,000 in rev­
enues, $14,343,996 went to fixed 
debt charges, $158,672,344 for 
current services, $31,984,553 for 
hospital insurance service, and 
$62,916,130 for capital expendi­
ture out of income.

This left a revenue surplus of 
$6,812,505 for the year, which 
together with a withdrawal of 
$8,187,494 from the revenue sur­
plus account enabled a supple­
mentary sinking fund instal­
ment of $15,000,000.

TWO NEW MLAs| 
ISPEAK FRIDAY

Two new Socred mem­
bers in the provincial legisla­
ture will make their maiden 
speeches in the House Friday.

William Speare (SC-Cari- ] 
boo) will move the reply to 
the Speech from the Throne, 
and Dr. Gordon Gibson (SC- 
Delta) will be the seconder.



venues
,792 were collected byl 
fiscal year ended lastti 

tbled in the legislatures 
r disclosed.
* ' represented an increase p‘‘ 
3,550,418 over the 1955-561 
year.

; public accounts give no 
o the state of the govem- 
s revenues in the current 
but it is almost certain 

will not have Accelerated 
e same rate.
eyes will be focussed on 

ludget to be brought down 
•remier Bennett in a few 
;s’ time, when the control- [ 
eneral’s report will give an 
anting of revenues for the 

nine months of the cur- 
year.
lere is increasing evidence 
the gençral slump in the 

iomy during 1957 was felt U 
he government, particularly 
ts revenue* from the forest 
istry.
ABILITIES UP
he public accounts showed 
increase of $100,000,000 in 

government’s contingent 
>ilities during the 1956-57 
;al year.
Tiese are borrowings of 
mcies such as the B.C. Power 
mmission, PGE and Toll a; 
?hways and Bridges Author- | 
which are guaranteed by thç ; 

vernment.
The total of these liabilities 
>od at $241,334,638 at last 
irch 31.
During the 1956-57 year the 
rect debt was decreased by 
7,727,470 and fixed assets 
are increased by $61,395,561 
r an improvement of $85,689,- 
5 in the balance sheet.
From the $270,000,000 in rev- 
lues, $14,343,996 went to fixed 
ibt charges, $158,672,344 for 
irrent services, $31,984,553 for 
aspital insurance service, and 
>2,916,130 for capital expend!- 
ire out of income.
This left a revenue surplus of 

B£12,505 for the year, which 
ïgether with a withdrawal of 
8,187,494 from the revenue sur- 
lus account enabled a supple- 
lentary sinking fund instal­
lent of $15,000,000.
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Cities Promised in

Adequate Pensions for City Workers
ing hours given 
municipalities.

The Throne Speech said the 
government intends at this ses­
sion to implement “certain 
recommendations” of the Sloan 
Royal Commission report on 
forestry.

One is expected to include the 
creation of regional boards and 

central advisory council to 
assist the government on for­
estry matters

The government has already 
started this program with the 
appointment of Gordon Sloan as 
$50,000-a-year forestry adviser, 

which position he would 
serve as chairman of the ad­
visory council.

to theSuperannua- 
amended at

Public Schools, 
Municipal Acts 
To Be Revamped

/ By PETER MURRAY
Times Legislative Reporter 

More provincial aid for B.C. cities and municipalities 
was fledged by the government today in the Speech 
from the Throne read at the opening of the new legis­
lative session.

The Speech, read by Lieutenant-Governor Frank 
contained no sur- j ,

Throne 
Speech 

Highlights

I Ross, contained no sur­
prises.
It told of the government’s 

I legislative program for the ses- 
| sion, including forecast amend­

ments to the Forestry Act,
! Public Schools Act and Munici­

pal Act.
No hint was given what form i 

the new aid to municipalities | 
will take. One likelihood is in­
creased financial contributions 
by the provincial government 
toward development of main

1
 roads.

The Speech, written by Pre­
mier Bennett, disclosed the gov­
ernment will submit a* revised

The Municipal 
tion Act will be 
this session.

“This legislation will enable 
1 realistic and adequate superan­
nuation allowances for munici­
pal employees upon their retire­
ment from municipal service.”

Amendments will also be 
made to the Public Services 
Medical Plan Act for govern­
ment employees, which was 
proclaimed last summer.

“Bugs” in the new Municipal 
Act which showed up after it 
was hastily pushed through at 
the last session will be dealt 
with.

One change is expected to I 
see the regulation of store clos-1

Sloan Appointment To Be Hot Topic
The Sloan report and his pub-1 

sequent appointment are 
pected to be the hottest subjects j 
at this session.

On the unemployment prob­
lem, which the CCF will also 
raise during the session, the 
Throne Speech said:

My government will, on their I 
own, and in co-operation with|

the national and municipal gov 
ernments, do everything pos­
sible to increase employment 
and to assist those who, through 
reasons beyond- their control 
cannot find employment.”

The speech said “tight 
money” is continuing to have a 
harmful effect on the economy.

The government expects this 
year to receive the Crippen 
Wright engineering study on 
the hydro potential of the Co­
lumbia River, the Throne 
Speech disclosed.

It was also stated that soil 
surveys of the Columbia River 
basin undertaken by the Inter­
national Joint Commission have 
now been completed.

The Throne Speech also paid 
tribute to former Premier John 
Hart and former Social Credit 
cabinet member Ralph Chet* 

fü wynd, who died last year.

munici-More aid 
palities

2. New forestry 
ation.

3. Reorganization of pro­
vincial jail system

4. Revision of Public 
Schools Act.

5. Changes to Municipal 
Act.

6. Revision of municipal 
employees superannu­
ation plan.

New

last week of a three-man royal 
commission to inquire into the 
B.C. education system, there 
was speculation the government 

ht put off the revision until 
the commission report was re­
ceived.

Reorganization of the provin­
cial jail system this year 
the result of the opening of the 

Correctional Institution 
as forecast in the Speech

to be abolition of the
Haven Borstal Home.

Also to be submitted to the 
legislature this session will be

_____________ proposals to increase the prov*
One of the changes planned | lnce’s vocational and apprentice* 

the government is believed ship education program.
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The visitor from Russia might notice little differ­
ence between the opening of the mother Parliaments 
in Westminster and the opening of the B.C. Legisla­
ture in Victoria.

The colorful ritual is the 
same except that in Westmin­
ster the Speech from the 
Throne is read by a radiant 
young Queen and in Victoria 
by Her Majesty's representa­
tive the Lieutenant-Governor.

But the Russian visitor to 
Victoria might be puzzled to 
hear the staid ceremonies 
interrupted by strange mut* 
tarings about a courthouse.

“Kaut-aus, vat iss a kaut- 
aus?” he might ask.

And then someone would 
have to explain that the un­
intimidated Liberal members 
of Her Majesty’s Loyal Op­
position—George Gregory and 
Archie Gibbs—felt so strongly 
about the need for a new 
home for Victoria’s lawyers 
and judges that they had to 
inject it into the ceremonies.

They did so when Public 
Works Minister W. N. Chant 
asked leave to present his 
departmental report for the 
year, and again when Premier 
Bennett, as finance minister, 
begged permission to present 
his.

“The courthouse — what 
about the courthouse?” asked 
Mr. Gregory in politely modu­
lated tones. jsv 

“Yes, what about the court- 1 
house?” murmured Mr..Gibbs 1 
—with an offstage obligato | 
by CCF Leader Robert 1 
Strachan.

Neither Mr. Chant nor the | 
premier would allow them- 8
selves to be drawn Into a dis­
sertation Ï ' on courthouses 
{however great the tempta­
tion might be). And so, with 
indulgent grins and paternal 
shakes of the head, they re­
sumed their seats.

* * |
Otherwise the state opening

of British Columbia’s centen­
nial Legislature passed ac­
cording to plan. The custom­
ary salute of 15 guns, ranged 
along the waterfront was 
fired as Lieutenant-Governor 
Frank Ross and his aides 
arrived at the front steps of 
the Legislative Buildings.

This year the guard of honor 
was formed by 100 members 
of the Canadian Scottish Regi­
ment under Capt. Pat Cha* 
worth-Musters of Duncan and 
Lieut. Ken Jackson of Vic­
toria, with Lieut Ian Hogarth 
as color officer.
• The salute was fired by the 
Fifth Independent Medium 
Battery, RCA, under the com- 

of Major Douglas

In the red-carpeted legisla- ; 
ture, former lands and forests !->.■ 
minister, Robert Sommers, sat E 
immediately behind Premier | 
Bennett and next to Mrs. 
Buda Brown, Social Credit 
member for Point Grey, and 
former chief justice Gordon 
Sloan — always a staid enig­
matic figure.

Wearing a quiet grey suit 
and tie, Mr. Sommers followed 
the proceedings with arms 
folded on chest, a sad look in 
his eyes. In the corridors, 
afterwards, he greeted old 
friends with a hearty hand­
shake but said little.

★ * *

Premier Bennett and his 
cabinet, in black coats and 
striped pants, formed a solid 
front on the government side 
of the House, and the brave 
show of medals worn by At­
torney-General Robert Bonner 
attracted attention.

In his very formal contribu­
tions to the program, the pre­
mier spoke more slowly and 
deliberately than in previous 
sessions, creating the impres­
sion he is anxious to sound 
more impressive.

Recreations Minister Earle 
Wpstwood looked less funereal 
than during his first (195V)

I term and on one occasion ap­
peared almost irreverent.

That was when the Premier 
and Opposition Leader Rob­
ert Strachan. seized Lome 
Shantz, according to custom, 
and “persuaded” him to take 
on the office of Speaker in 

I succession to Tom Irwin, who, 
resigned after being elected 
to the federal house last June. 

★ ★ ★
With his quiet modest utter­

ances, Mr. Shantz won the 
sympathy of everyone in the 
House, since it was obvious 
that the shy member from 
North Okanagan would have 
a tough road ahead.

But he spoke clearly and in 
a voice that carried a note of 

• authority. Perhaps, as the ses- 
sidn proceeds, he will exert 
it

CROWDS GETTING SMALLER

House Spectacular' 
Has Rating Troubles

By NORMAN CRIBBENS
“What’s going on here?” 

asked a man outside the B.C. 
legislature Thursday afternoon 
as the kilted Canadian Scottish 
(Princess Mary’s) swung into 
view.

“Oh, just the opening of par­
liament,” said another man in a 
tired voice. “They’re waiting 
for the lieutenant-governor to 
arrive.”

This seemed characteristic of 
a certain apathy towards the 
opening of the House. The 
crowds were much smaller this 
year and no one looked the least 
bit excited by the thunder of 
the cannons or the fine body of 
marching men.
DRIFTED AWAY

Many drifted off during the 
hour-long wait for the reap­
pearance of Lieutenant-Gover­
nor Frgmk Ross after opening 
the House.

Inside, the ceremonies were 
brightened by the introduction 
of new members William 
Speare (SC-Cariboo), Cedric 
Cox (CCF-Burnaby) and Gor­
don Gibson (SC-Delta).

There was a silent standing 
tribute to the late Ralph Chet

wynd, former minister of agri­
culture who died soon after the| 
close of the last session.

Otherwise the opening cere- jj 
monies went strictly according 
to the rules laid down for the 
opening of legislatures all over > 
the British Commonwealth.

$41 Million 
B.C. Surplus 
Started Year

Buoyant government revenues 
during the fiscal yéar ending 
last March 31 enabled the pro­
vincial ' government to start the 
1957-58 year with $41,169,868 in 
its revenue surplus account, it 
was disclosed by public* ac­
counts tabled in the legislature.

When he presented his budget 
two years ago Premier Bennett 
expected to use up all but $4,- 
500,000 out of an accumulated 
surplus of $49,365,603.

The money largely was allo­
cated for roads.

However, revenues from taxes 
and other sources soared to un- 

’ecedfented levels', reaching a 
tal of $270,000,000 against an 

estimated $224,000,000.
The result was that instead of 

almost wiping out the heavy 
surplus backlog, the province 

ihed the year with $41,169,- 
in the kitty, only $8,000,000 
than it had the previous

Intriguing question for legis- 
ators now in session here is 

how much of this surplus may 
4 ave been used during the eur­

ent year when revenues have 
|been falling off slightly.

The answer to this will be 
|iven when Mr. Bennett makes 

budget speech two weeks 
Bee.
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The Curtain Goes UpWALLER

ctacular'
Troubles

«-pHE SPEECH FROM THE 
1 Throne, which cannot give de­

tailed Government plans for legis­
lation at the new British Columbia 
session—and would not if it could— 
at. least provides hints of projects 
that carry wide interest.

Of major concern will be forestry 
policy—a subject on which debate

beyond the jurisdiction of the com- j 
mission.

It is gratifying to find formal ' 
announcement of matching-grant aid j 
from the Government for the Uni- 0 
versity of British Columbia to the ! 

extent of $7.5 millions. This is in ' 
line with understandings reached 
when the University’s Development 
Fund Committee made its appeal to 
the public for support.

The Speech is brief in its words 
concerning cities and municipalities. 
“Certain plans to further assist cities 
and municipalities will be submitted 
to you," it states. Whether that 
further assistance will meet the 
pressing needs of the announced 
beneficiaries remains to be seen.

As was expected the Government 
plans to reopen the Municipal Act 
passed at the last session—a course 
rendered essential by certain glaring 
faults in the legislation originally 
rushed through without adequate 
study.

Particular interest will no doubt 
be aroused by the announced plan 
to reorganize the jail service.

Conforming to custom, the 
Speech lists the accomplishments of 
the administration in the year com­
pleted, makes general promises of 
efforts to expand provincial develop­
ment and carry through major public 
works programs.

Since this is the Speech from the 
Throne of the Centennial session, it 
naturally draws attention to special j

d, former minister of agri- 
ire who died soon after the 
; of the last session.
:herwise the opening cerc­
les went strictly according 
he rules laid down for the 
ling of legislatures all over 
British Commonwealth.

cannot be restricted by the appoint­
ment of Mr. Gordon Sloan as adviser 
to the government on ti ' 
money-making resource 
province.

Along with the broad questions 
of use, conservation and maintenance 
of the forests and the condition of 
industries on which British Columbia 
depends so heavily for prosperity, 
will also be discussion on features 
of administration.

Within the limits, prescribed by 
certain court action now proceeding, 
the legislature will doubtless delve 
into earlier conduct of forest affairs. 
It will, moreover, have occasion to 
debate the methods by which the 
Government and certain ministers 
exercised, or failed to exercise, their 
authority in protecting the public 
interest in such matters.

This is a point, of course, with 
which the Speech from the Throne 
does not concern itself.

The. Speech does, however, an­
nounce revision of the “Public 
Schools Act,” and at a time when 

! the Government has already set up 
a Royal Commission to re-assess 
educational fields up to the uni­
versity level. What impact changes 
in the act will have on commission 
studies remains to be seen. Conceiv-

of the

events’, and the visit of Princess 
Margaret later this year.

The formality of the Speech lifts 
the curtain on a new legislative 
drama. No one can tell at this point 
what the unrehearsed—and usually 
more significant—scenes will contain.

B.C Control Sought 
Over Telephone Firr

CCF Leader Wants Ottawa 
To Give Up JurisdictionLEGISLATURE 

LILY GUILD 
LAMPOONED

Much of the talk In the 
legislative corridors on open­
ing day Thursday was about

An attempt to have the B.C. Telephone Co. placed 
under provincial jurisdiction will.be made by the CCF at 
the current legislative session.

Opposition Leader Robert tetMgpy-'-1- 'flft'1'-' ■ —8 
Strachan served notice today he " 
will introduce a motion that the *1 
provincial government should vJfl 
ask Ottawa to have control of 1 
the company reverted to B.C. j

the centennial year decora­
tions on the front of the main 
buildings.

Almost all of It was unfa­
vorable.

Adjectives such as "gaudy,” 
“cheap” and "garish” were 
heard.

‘The standards of decora­
tion used are of a standard 
you would expect at the en­
trance to a carnival side 
show," commented Opposi­
tion Leader Robert Strachan.

INEFFÉCTIVl
Mr. Strachan said B.C. Tele­

phone now is “subject only to 
limited and ineffective control” 
by the federal board of trans­
port commissioners.

His motion said the province 
should have control of B.C. Tele­
phone Co. so that rates and ser­
vice could be -règulated by the 
PUC. ,
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Playing Politics' Charge 
Fans House Jobless Debate

By PETER MURRAY
Unemployment touched off 

an unscheduled and angry de­
bate til the legislature Friday.

The traditional second-day 
procedure was shattered when 
Opposition Leader Robert Stra­
chan rose at the start of the 
sitting to move that the Throne 
Speech debate be adjourned to 
allow immediate discussion of 
the unemployment problem .

The government voted him 
down after Speaker Hugh 

! Shantz had ruled the motion 
out Of order, but opened the 
gates to the debate by moving 
another motion that unemploy­
ment be referred to the House 
labor committee.

The words flew thick and 
fast, with each side acShsing 
the other of “playing politics’* 
With the unemployment situa­
tion.

U was a harrowing baptism

of fire for Speaker Shantz, who 
was just elected to the chair 
on opening day Thursday.

The debate — mainly between 
CCF Leader Strachan and Pre­
mier Bennett — crackled for 
about an hour, then fell away 
into a hassle over amendments 
and amendments to amend-

Final vote on Labor Minister

Wick’s motion to refer the sub­
ject to the labor committee was j 
; taken at 5 p.m., two hours after [ 
I the sitting began.
! The vote was unanimous, j 
with the ,'reluctant support of ] 

[the Opposition.
"Half a loaf is better than 

none,’’ said Mr. Strachan, who 
said the problem was a matter 

| Continued on Page 2

Continued from Page 1 
of urgent public business and 
should be discussed immedi­
ately.

Finally, at 5.07, Wiliam 
Speare, the newly-elected Social 
Credit member for Cariboo, 
arose to move the reply to the! 
Speech from the Throne.

The unemployment debate al ! 
most precipitated a night sit- j 
ting, but the House Was ad-j 
journed until 2 p.m. Monday 
when Mr. Speare finished his 35- [ 
minute speech.

j Gordon Gibson, riewtgovern- ' 
ment member for Delta, who 
was to have seconded the reply 
jto the Throne Speech Friday, 
|will speak first on Monday. 
He will be followed by Mr. 
Strachan, who will launch the 
Throne Speech debate.

During Friday’s debate, Pre­
mier Bennett accused the oppo­
sition, specifically Mr. Strachayn, 
of being “discourteous" to tie

. . . HOUSE
new members in holding up 
their speeches.

The CCF leader touched off 
the battle by asking leave of 
the House for an adjournment 
to discuss unemployment.

Speaker Shantz, previously 
forewarned by Mr. Strachan of 
his intended motion, ruled 
it was out of order, 

j The Speaker agreed that un­
employment is a matter of 
'urgent public business, but said | 
I the motion was out of order 
I because it "anticipated’’ business 
to come before tf|e legislature 
at a later^time in'Vthe session. 
This w<(s because unem; 'oy- 
ment/iad beeh mentioned i.n 
the ’ÿnrone Speech as a matter 
whion would be considered by 
the/House.

Strachan chaXlenged the, 
•eaker's ruling, whimi was up- 

l.held by the government in a 
37-12 vote.

Tactical Win for Opposition
>That appeared to end the 

discussion, but then Mr. Wicks 
made his motion to refer the 
question to the labor committee 
and the subject was opened 
again.

After Mr. Strachan had fin­
ished speaking on the motion, 
Speaker Shantz attempted to 
cut the debate off, but Premier 
Bennett demanded an opportu­
nity to answer the leader of thç 
opposition.

The Speaker then asked for a 
vote on whether the debate 
should continue, and the gov­
ernment members were in the 
embarrassing position of hav­
ing to agree that it should.

It was a tactical victory for 
the opposition.

Mr. Strachan said the opposi­
tion took the only method oper\ 
to it under our parliamentary 
system to show the urgency of 
the unemployment problem.

■I

-th Legislature. View 
lacked assembly floor, 
.llery above. Session is 
veeks.

"We are not here to 
havoc," he said, "but neither H 
are we here to sweep it under 
the rug."

Latest unemployment figure 
for the province was 51,175, the 
CCF leader said.

Mr. Strachan said Mr. Wick’s 
motion was "tardy and incom- 
ilete, and doesn’t face up to the 

jroblem.”
¥ To Mr. Wick's claim that the 
former Liberal government’s! 
"tight money” policy was to 
blame for present unemploy­
ment, Mr. Strachan replied:

"We heard all that last year. 
The government is just making 
excuses for what it should have 
done itself.”

The provincial government 
has not taken full advantage of 
offers made by Ottawa for 
participation in job-providing 
work projects, the CCF leader 
said.

Bennett Charges Manoeuvres
Mr. Strachan criticized Labor |

Minister Wicks for using the! 
phrase "seasonal unemploy-1 
ment” in his motion to refer to! 
the committee.

“The minfster still doesn’t 
know what it’s all about,”
Strachan said, "because he 1 

about seasonal unemployment 
Tha$s a fairy wish that it 1 
go_4W?ay.”

Pifemier Bennett charged t 
the original CCF motion was i 
“stf^ght political manoeuvred

“They (the opposition) standi! 
naked before the people of J 
B.C.,” the premier said, to the | 
accompaniment of hoots from| 
the CCF benches.

The premier and Mr. Strachanff 
got into a hot exchange when! 
the CCF leader said:

"If the premier wants a dog 
fight, he can have one.”

That brought the premier to 
his feet in an angry flush: "The 
leader of the opposition can’t 
threaten the primé minister of 
*C.”
' Mr. Bennett,^,af ter accusing 
Mr. Strachan of'ipnaking a poli­
tical speech, injected a bit of 
politics into his own speech:

‘The Social Credit govern­
ment leads the world in getting 
things done per capita,” he said.

The government’^ expansion 
programs for the PGE and 
Power Commisstbn were help­
ing to provide jobs, Mr. Éennett 
said.

The premie^^lso hit out at 
"tight money” ipd blamed the 
present economic decline on the 
central banks/ which he said 
had mistaken "a deflationary
problem for anlnflationary one. I

Defending the government’s | 
record, Mr. Bennett said:

‘This is a government of the!
:ople, by the people and fora 

the people.”
The premier wound up by| 

saying proposals to help combat I 
unemployment would be placed | 
before the legislature "in due§ 
jeourse.”
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B.C.'s Highway
Program Hit

Government Not Doing All It Claims
Says Strachan—Trans-Canada Delayed
CCF Leader Robert Strachan claimed Friday the 

government’s road-building program is not all that it’s 
cracked up to be.

In the 1956-57 fiscal year, "this government wasn’t 
doing all the work it was bragging about," he said in the
Legislature. 000.000 Irom the federal gov-j

Mr. Strachan said it did only ernmen, jn matching grants, ! 
enough work on the Trans- instead of the $15,000,000 it1 
Canada Highway to collect $7,-, had estimated at the start of

women rose to their feet dur- wieuugv. ----------------- -•
ing the unexpected hassle on on the CCF) or Mr. Strachan 
unemployment which de- shaking his fist at the gov-
veloped between Premier Ben- ernment. 
nett and CCF leader Robert One elderly gentleman was 
Strachan—and were as quick- so irritated by being told to ; 
ly ordered to sit down. sit down during these ex-

"No standing in the galler- changes that he turned to the 
ies, please,” said the attend- attendant and said: 
ants. "Am I permitted to stand in

This is apt to be provoking order to leave this place?” 
when you are stretching your The attendant nodded and 
neck to get a proper view of the gentleman left in what 
Premier Bennett’s quivering look like a bit of a huff.

Pleasantries Between Bennett, Uphill^
The premier was in full he did not mean the chartered 

flood when for some strange banks but the Bank of Can- 
reason Tom Uphill, the puck- ada, which had "caused un* 
ish 83-year-old Labor member employment by restricting 
from Fernie, raised the glass purchasing power.” 
of water on his desk and “You said the bankers were 
smiling across at Mr, Bennett, to blame,” interrupted Mr. 
said: “I drink your health.” Strachan.

The premier, of course, "That’s r i g h t,” answered 
made full use of this. the premier, “I said the Bank

‘-There,’’ he cried, pointing °f Canada. What do you 
at Mr. Uphill. “There is the th‘"k thcy are-bakers?” 
only genuine Labor man in These sort of jokes don’t 
this house. He drinks my look so funnY on paper yet 
health because he knows I am somehow when the premier 
sincere when I say this gov- makes them there is an an- 
ernment has the Interests of swering roar of laughter, as 
labor at heart." if a great vaudeville star were

Mr. Uphill bowed an ac ?! work on the lloor °f »e 
knowledgment. Some "of the ,,ulse' 
dCF members started to . Then, of course, the prem-
laugh, but broke off quickly leJ ^?d,.t0 ,h?_ve hls llttle ioke 
when they realized the pre- ab™‘ the Liberal party, 
mier was not just patting his There, he cried, pointing 
government on the back but across the House at George 
Mr. Uphill as well. And Tom, pregory and Archie Gibbs, 
xyith his 38 years’ consecutive are the gallant remnants of 

' experience in-the House, is re- tkat once great party.” 
spected by all. Neither Mr. Gregory nor

When Premier Bennett gets ™in<1
worked up his words have a
habit of coming out n a rush/ any rat% they wore thelr red.

•Vh hin kither' „ V rose buttonholes with an air
..^!i^ankS ^t0 btome’ he ol gallantry and smiled back 
eitplodei at the Premier without a

Then hastened to say that trace of hostility.

I it isn i now much money 
you spend,’’ Highways Minister 
P. A. Gaglardi boomed across 
at him, "it’s how much road 
you build."

Later, Premier Bennett ad­
mitted the government had de­
liberately held back its Trans- j 
Canada highway program dur­
ing the year because it was ne­
gotiating better deal with 
Ottawa at the time.

Instead of the straight 50-50 
split of costs, the federal gov­
ernment now contributes 90 per 
cent of the cost of some sec­
tions.

The provincial government 
would have been "foolish” to 
gd ahead with contracts in the 
1956*57 year on the old cost­
sharing basis, the premier said.

CCFer DOUBTS 
B.C. HARD UP

CCF Leader Robert Strachan 
doesn’t go along with the 
theory that the Social Credit 
government is short of 
money.

“I don’t believe that," Mr. 
Strachan said Friday during 
a debate in the legislature on 
the unemployment problem. 
“I think this government has 
lots of money.”

The government should use 
some of it to help combat 
unemployment, the opposition 
leader said.

■_______



saving the city of Fernie from 
becoming a ghost town.
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ghway
l Hit
ling All If Claims 
ns-Canada Delayed
rachan claimed Friday the l 
program is not all that it’s;

ar, “this government wasn’t 
igging about,” he said in the

000,000 from the federal gov- 
ernment in matching grants, 
instead of the $15,000,000 it 
had estimated at the start of 
the year.

“It isn’t how much money 
you spend,” Highways Minister 
P. A. Gaglardi boomed across 
it him, “it’s how much road 
/ou build."

Later, Premier Bennett ad- 
nitted the government had de- 
iberately held back its Trans- 
panada highway program dur- 
ng the year because it was ne­
gotiating a better deal with 
)ttawa at the time.

Instead of the straight 50-50 
plit of costs, the federal gov- 
rnment now contributes 90 per 
ent of the cost of some sec- 
ions.
The provincial government 

vould have been “foolish” to 
d ahead with contracts in the 
956-57 year on the old cost-1 
haring basis, the premier said.

XFer DOUBTS 
t.C. HARD UP

CCF Leader Robert Strachan 
doesn’t go along with the 
theory that the Social Credit 
government is short of 
money.

“I don’t believe that,” Mr. 
Strachan said Friday during 
i debate in the legislature on 
the unemployment problem.
T think this government has 
ots of money.”
The government should use 

some of it to help combat 
memployment, the opposition 
eader said.

Made to Save Fernie 
From Fate of Ghost Town

The provincial government (it received no commitment from I Randolph Harding (CCF_J
was urged in the legislature i the government. i Kaslo-Sfocan), said Fernie is1 i*
Friday to seek some means of j “They were desperate,” Mr. : faced with a disaster that must 

'Gregory said. |be averted.”
He moved an amendment dur-; ^co Nimsick (CCF, Cran­

ing the debate on unemploy- brook) said the government 
The city is threatened by clo- ment that the situation faced should call in officials of the 

sure of the Crow’s Nest Coal j by Fernie be given priority by | Crow's Nest Coal Co. and ask 
Co. colliery at Elk River, put- the House labor committee * The ! thpm to give their reasons for 

government rejected the amend- 
later accepted a 

having the
jjting 400 miners out of work.

The subject was raised in the jmenL but 
.j House by George Gregory (Lib.-1 separate motion 
■ Victoria), who said a delegation same effect.

of Fernie officials which met 
j with the cabinet earlier in the 

was disappointed because

UPHILL LEADS
Tom Uphill, veteran labor 

member for Fernie, made a pas­
sionate plea on behalf of his 
constituents.

closing down the colliery.
Mines Minister Kiernan said 

the government had told the 
company that it had acted 
“rather abruptly.”

However, the minister said 
the company maintains that as 
the result of the railroad’s con­
version to diesel engines, the ad­
vent of natural gas and failure

No company should have the to secure overseas markets

«

right, Mr. Uphill said, to close 
down a mine at a moment’s 
notice without making some 
compensation to the people who 
had spent their lives there.

He urged Premier Bennett to 
consult with Premier Manning 
of Alberta on the situation. The &£ 
Alberta government is inter- ,i$j 
ested, Mr. Uphill said, because 'll 
a number of the miners live in 1J 
Alberta and work at the Elk ' 
River colliery.

made it uneconomic to operate 
two collieries. It plans to keep 
the colliery at Michel going, he 
said.

m
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Northern MLA 
Lauds Wengren

Socred Member Says Area Residents 
Enthusiastic About Gigantic Project

I The people of north-central British Columbia are 
“most enthused” about the proposed Wenner-Gren de­
velopment, William Speare, new Social Credit member 
for Cariboo, said in the Legislature Friday.

WWÊÈ

' V fiSB*
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I

In his maiden speech moving I 
the reply to the Speech from the 
Throne, Mr. Speare said north-1 
em residents have full confi­
dence in the Wenner-Gren pro­
posals.

"Conversant with the region 
involved, they quite appreciate 
the transformation and tre­
mendous benefit which will 
evolve,” he said.

Mr. Speare, a hospital admin­
istrator at Quesnel, also .had 
words of praise for the B.C. 
Hospital Insurance Service.

“The people of this province 
enjoy a public service health 
program which serves as a 
model for interested centres 
across the face of the con- 
|tinent,” he said.

*Tt is designed with flexibility 
of adjustment, yet with meas­
ures of control that are essen­
tial to ensure its continued 
operation.

“Let us not be misled by the 
localized controversy inherent in 

adjustment and growth.”
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Esquimalt Tops V.l 
In Road Expenditu

ment during the year was 
$84,147,002, according to the an­
nual report tabled in the legis­
lature.

j Almost two-thirds of the 
money spent in Esquimalt was 
fqr new construction of the 
Matahat highway.

Yale constituency temped all 
ridings in the province with 
$7,754,567. Most of this was for 
Trans-Canada highway work in 
the Fraser Canyon.

Highways Minister P. A. Gag- 
I lardi’s Kamloops riding was sec- 
Bond at $5,322,004.
; Other Island ridings: Cowl- 
; chan - Newcastle, $1,331,180J 
Icomox $1.235,215; Nanaimo-ls- 
hands, $785,953; Albemi $427,- 
j 596; Saanich $318,558.________

Provincial highways depart­
ment spent $2,308.710 in Esqui­
malt riding during 1956-57 fiscal 
year to make U tops on Van­
couver Island.

Total spending by the depart-

COURTHOUSE CRY

When? What?
How? Why?
Asks Gregory

Gregory isn’t going to let! 
Works Minister Chant forget 
about that promised new court­
house for the city.

Following up his opening-day 
question to the minister, Mr. 
Gregory placed these queries on 
the House order paper today:

1. With reference to the min­
ister’s announcement on or 
about Jan. 11, 1956. concerning 
a new courthouse- for Victoria, 
has a site been chosen?

2. Have plans and specific- 
tions been prepared?

3. What is the estimated cost 
of the building?

4. How much money, if any,
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has been appropriated for the 
jsitè and building?

5. When are tenders to be 
called?

6. When is the buildingo. wiren is the building ex­
pected to be completed?

7. What is the present state of 
affairs with respect to collabor­
ation between the public works 
department, the Capital Reg­
ional Planning Board, and the 
Capital Improvement District 
Commission in connection with 
reference to the courthouse. j
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CCF LEADER STRACHAN 
. . . help, not hinder

umum 
Price Demanded 
In Legislature

Re-imposition by the provin­
cial government of a minimum 
retail price for milk was called 
for Monday by CCF Leader 
Robert Strachan.

Mr. Strachan also demanded 
a complete re-examination of 
ail regulations, orders and legis­
lation affecting dairy farmers.

"The government has been 
using the milk producers as 
guinea pigs too long,” he said in 
the legislature. "We should let 
the farmer earn a living with­
out harrassing him #with regula-

FARMERS NEGLECTED
The opposition leader charged 

that agriculture is the most 
neglected part of our economy.

He called on the government 
to allocate $10,000,000 in the 
forthcoming budget for the de­
partment of agriculture to pro­
vide fuller services to farmers. 
In the current fiscal year the 
budget is just under $2,000,000.

Farmers are disgusted with 
the department because it is so 
under-staffed and cannot pro­
vide adequate services prompt­
ly, he said.

"The department is withering 
on the vine because the govern­
ment fails to give it susten­
ance.”
WHEN VOTES COUNT

The government is only in­
terested in farmers in election 
years, Mr. Strachan said.

He urged the provincial gov­
ernment to get together with 
the federal government to seek 
measures that would give B.C. 
farmers "at least an equal 
break” with farmers outside 
the province who can sell their 
produce here with fewer restric­
tions.

Foreign produce has more 
freedom in B.C. than home­
grown commodities, he said.

Little Rain Produced 
By Seeding of Clouds

Research Council Confirms Report 
Made to Legislature Last Year
The B.C. Research Council has confirmed its sus­

picions expressed a year ago that artificial rain-making 
operations are of little value.

In a second report tabled in the Legislature Monday 
by Lands and Forests Minister Williston, the council pre­
sents a batch of statistics to back up the first report pre­
sented at the 1957 session.

The first report found that 
cloud-seeding had "negligible” i 
effects in producing rain.

In its latest report, the coun­
cil stated:

"Evaluation of cloud-seeding 
operations in B.C. by more de­
tailed and advanced statistical 
methods shows the over all ef­
fect has been to increase pre­
cipitation by some value in ex­
cess of 0.33 per cent. The prob­
ability that the increase could 
be as much as 10 per cent is 
extremely small.

“No change in rainfall as a 
result of seeding has been 
proved.

“It is certain that if there axe 
any net effects in areas of in­
terest to interior agriculture and 
the coast tourist industry, they 
are negligibly small.”

7/

Social Assistance 
Boost Gets Support

Qualified support for social i assistance increases, urged by 
city welfare administrator Wil­
liam Hooson, came from one 
provincial and three municipal 
sources today.

The provincial government 
was asked Monday by one of 
its own members in the legis­
lature to step up the basic social 
allowance rates.

Gordon Gibson, new Social 
Credit MLA for Delta, said the 
government should also give 
more aid to municipalities in 
sharing the allowances.

He noted that assistance pay­
ments to the aged, disabled and 
blind in B.C. are the highest in 
Canada, but said he believes the 
government can do more.
NO COMMENT

Health and Welfare Minister 
Eric Martin said today he had 
“no comment whatsoever at this 

i time.”
“We have no control over 

what our private members say,” 
he said.

In a series on social assist­
ance, which appeared in the 
Times last week, Mr. Hooson

BÜ

urged a $15 increase for heads 
of families and $7.50 increase 
for dependents.

Total cost of the increase to 
the province and municipalities 
would be $2,500,000. On the 
80-20 sharing basis Victoria 
would pay an additional $18,500.

At the municipal level, Reeve 
Fred Norris of Oak Bay, and 
Reeve A. C. Wurtele of Esqui­
mau, indicated some further 
study should be made of the 
welfare situation. 
KNOWLEDGE

Reeve Wurtele would make 
no comment regarding in­
creases, but stated thait “in read­
ing what Mr. Hooson ^has to 
say, we must realize that he has 
a good deal of knowledge.”

Coun. George Austin, acting 
reeve in Saanich, said “I’m 
afraid something is going to 
have to be done. How people 
on social assistance exist, God 
only knows. They should be 
given some kind of an increase.”

Mayor Percy Scurrah said he 
had “no comment whatever un­
til such time as I get more in­
formation.”

Liberal MLA Asks Information 
On Forest Licence Skullduggery'

If there has been any “skull­
duggery” in the issuance of 
forest management licences in 
B.C. the public is entitled to 
know about it, Victoria Liberal 
MLA George Gregory told the 
B.C. legislature Monday.

Speaking in the Throne 
Speech debate, Mr. Gregory

"He made that recommenda­
tion as chief justice after delib­
erately—and properly—refusing 
to hear evidence that there had 
been corruption in the issue of 
these licences.

"In his new office he is in a 
position to conduct a very full 
investigation and he should do 
so as early as possible.”

Mr. Gregory said he and his
urged that former chief justice |LiberaI colleague) Archie Gibbs 
Gordon Sloan in his new office (Qak Bay|| were "much better
as forestry adviser should con 
duct “a complete investigation” 
to determine whether firms now 
holding licences had acquired 
them on merit.

“I don’t say there was any 
skullduggey,” he added, “but if 
there was we should know of 
it”

He recalled that Mr. Sloan, in 
his report on forestry, had sug­
gested existing forest manage­
ment licences should be allowed 
to stand.

pleased” with Mr. Sloan's ap­
pointment than Robert Strachan, 
leader of the CCF.

“But I think it is a terrible 
reflection on the current siua- 
tion that we have to take one of 
the finest jurists in Canada off 
the bench so that he can clear 
up our forest problems.'"
LIFETIME WORK

"Except in exceptional circum­
stances, I like to feel that 
a judge is appointed to

bench he is going to make that 
his whole contribution to the 
welfare of the province.

“I certainly hope no more of 
our judges will be tempted to 
leave the bench, no matter what 
the inducement.”

Mr. Gregory chided the gov­
ernment over its Municipal Act, 
passed at the 1957 session, and 
said he was delighted to know 
it would be revised.

"The Liberals alone foresaw 
what the result would be of 
this absolutely frightful legisla­
tion.”
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NORMAN CRIBBENS1 Cancer Arguments 
Rage After ReportIN THE 

LEGISLATURE Controversy over the Hoxsey 
cancer treatments has not been 
stilled by the critical report of 
a UBC investigating committee.

A number

“In the 59-page report the 
committee has given only 
page dealing with these ei 
cases.

“In my opinion each c 
should have been dealt with 
dividually and the commit 
should have shown in de
|| why these respective cases

of MLAs, both 
CCF and Social Credit, said to­
day they believe the study of 
the Hoxsey methods should be 
continued.

Most outspoken was Ran­
dolph Harding (CCF-Kaslo-Slo- 
can) who said he was “disap­
pointed” with the committee’s 
report.

“I had hoped the committee 
would have been able to give 
the cancer sufferers of this 

1 province hope that this clinic 
had a cure,” Mr. Harding s^0.

“No doubt the report is very 
| damaging to the Hoxsey method 
of treatment.

“However, the information 
which I have on file and the 
considerable number of cancer 
patients, even in the city of 
Vancouver, who claim that they 
have been cured by the Hoxsey 
method of treatment will cer­
tainly make me do a great deal 
more work on this matter be­
fore I would be willing to ac­
cept the report of the commit­
tee.”

lyir. Harding said one of the 
weaknesses of the report was 
the fact that Hoxsey based his 
entire case on the submission of 
eight so-called cured patients to 
the committee.

If the B.C. government charged admission to the public 
galleries, it would have made something of a profit Monday
afternoon. . ---- -

Every seat was filled when The good humor of th
the House opened at 2 p.m. House was restored whe:
“No room” signs were hung Mr. Gregory got onto hi 
outside the doors and late- favorite topic —the old Vi< 
comers stood in the corridors toria Courthouse (circa 18891 
peering curiously through the Take away the filing cab 
glass panes. nets, said Mr. Gregory, an

Those who visit the legisla- the walls would fall like thos 
ture in search of dramatic en- i of Jericho. The small debt 
tertainment were treated to court met in what was real) 
some verbal fireworks be- a closet and some of the leg;
tween CCF leader Robert records were stored in a war
Strachan, Premier Bennett house five miles away, 
and Attorney-General Robert "You have to put in 
Bonner, and later iciHrm at Ipnst 24 houi

, ___were
rejected.”

Don Robinson (SC-Lillooet) 
said the inquiry should have 
been more extensive, and should 
be continued.

“Cancer is too important to 
overlook any aspect,” Mr. Rob­
inson said.

He added that he knew two 
people that had been cured of 
cancer at the Hoxsey clinic.

Gordon Dowding ( CCF-Burn- 
aby) said the committee should 
have spent longer than three 
days at the Dallas clinic. He 
urged a careful follow-up of the 
investigation.

Other MLAs who urged fur­
ther study included Arthur 
Turner (CCF-Vancouver East) 
and Cyril Shelford (CCF-Omin- 
eca).

Meanwhile, Health and Wel­
fare Minister Eric Martin said 
the report of the UBC commit­
tee will be of great value, y

“It will certainly go a long 
way to clarifying the doubts in 
the minds of people,” he said. 
“The report . . . speaks for 
itself and the people of British

between 
Liberal George Gregory and 

; ! former lands and forests min- 
v ister Robert Sommers.

Like the novelists of old, 
Mr. Strachan gave no Intima- 

if; tion in his opening chapter of 
the fireworks to come. In 

I fact, he dampened expecta- 
raj tions by promising a peaceful 

j afternoon—in contrast to last 
Hg Friday’s battle over unem- 
| ployment.

[| : i It soon appeared, however, 
igl that Mr. Strachan’s intentions 

h were far from peaceful. He 
jgfoi lashed the government with

f
such epithets as “penny-pinch­
ing” and “cheeseparing,” ac- 
y*™ cused them of “skulking be- 
yj hind a high-salaried benevo- 
B lence, and taunted them with 
I “You can’t stand criticism— 

■ you have an almost patho- 
I logical fear of it.”

Then, just to tnake his point 
S clear, he called them “a 20th 
H century version of Cato the 
■ Censor.”

Like many men before 
! |§ them, the premier and Mr.

B Bonner tried to receive this 
■I onslaught with a kind of 

E philosophical benevolence, but 
I Boon weakened on den the rain 

BBS of blows and hit back with 
I some taunts and gibes of their 

H own. >

A grand old man of the 
Yukon, 83-year-old George 
Black, was Premier Bennett’s 
special guest on the floor of 
the House Monday.

He was formerly commis­
sioner of the Yukon and 
Speaker in the Ottawa House 
of Commons when the late R. 
B. Bennett was prime minister 
of Canada.

“We are honored to have 
him with us today,” Premier 
Bennett said.

At least one of the 12 neatly 
uniformed boys from St 
Louis College Who run mes­
sages in the House has de­
cided not to go into politics.

“It’s very interesting," said 
13-year-old Leigh Hill, “and I 
love it when the members get 
excited and bang their desks. 
But, no, I don’t want to be a 
politician. I want to be a 
scientist and send up rockets 
to the moon.”

A cynical bystander ob-1 
served that politicians also ; 
send up rockets—but not to ; 
the moon.

National Drive 
For Hoxsey 
Arsens' Plan

Lydia Arsens said today she 
plans to organize a cross-Canada 
drive tor membership in the 
National Health Federation so 
the government will know “the 
true feelings of the people1' 
about the Hoxsey cancer treat­
ment.

Mrs. Arsens said She already 
has formed a "small nucleus*

Mr. Gregory’s biting criti­
cisms were as usual delivered 
with an air of sweet reason­
ableness and a studied defer­
ence to Premier Bennett as 
“our Prime Minister."

It was in such a manner 
that he referred to Mr. Som­
mers, saying: "I am glad the 
honorable member for Ross- 

land-Trail Is now well enough 
to take his seat In the legisla­
ture . .

This led to a flurry of abuse 
with Mr, Sommers using the 
term “yellow” and Mr. Greg­
ory retorting: “I believe there 
waa a certain court decision 
which Indicates who Is of that

clinic In B.C.
CUBED HUNDREDS 

“They are doing wonderful 
work," she said. "They’ve cured 
cancer In hundreds of cases.”

“I have a wealth of authen­
tic material from the Hoxsey
oHnln an/l _...M___A.___t—A[clinic and they would not print 

Ut unless it was actually a fact," 
■iefcrsena said.

2 •
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Forest PoliciesArguments 
1er Report Scored by CCF Leader

Socreds Rule by Commission, He Says; 
Rights of Legislature Taken Away

Strong opposition to the forest management licence 
system was expressed in the Legislature Monday by CCF 
Leader Robert Strachan. Throne Speech debate was de- 

The CCF will oppose the fcated by a vote of 36 to 13. 
granting of any more manage- it was supported by the two 
ment licences, Mr. Strachan Liberals in the House and the

“In the 59-page report the| 
committee has given only one 
page dealing with these eight 
cases.

“In my opinion each case 
should have been dealt with in­
dividually and the committee 
should have shown in detail

Civil Service

Rights Upheldwhy these respective cases were 
rejected.”

Don Robinson (SC-Lillooet) 
said the inquiry should have 
been more extensive, and should 
be continued.

“Cancer is too important to 
overlook any aspect,” Mr. Rob­
inson said.

He added that he knew two 
people that had been cured of 
cancer at the Hoxsey clinic.

Gordon Dowding (CCF-Bum- 
aby) said the committee should 
have spent longer than three 
days at the Dallas clinic. He 
urged a careful follow-up of the 
investigation.

Other MLAs who urged fur- | 
ther study included Arthur 
Turner (CCF-Vancouver East) 
and Cyril Shelford (CCF-Omln- 
eca).

Meanwhile, Health and Wei-

I
 fare Minister Eric Martin said 
the report of the UBC commit­
tee will be of great value, y 

“It will certainly go a longj 
way to clarifying the doubts in, 
the minds of people," he said. 
“The report . . . speaks for

Former Speaker 
Of B.C. House 
Getting Better

Former B.C. Speaker Thomas 
Irwin who has been ill In Ot- 

but it willtawa is improving, 
be some days before he will bel 
able to leave hospital.

This news was relayed to the 1 
Legislature Monday by Dr. Gor-i 
don Gibson, the new Social 
Credit member for Delta.

“When I phoned one of his 
colleagues in Ottawa," Dr. Gib- 

I son said, “I was told his contii-

Biod

ion
the
cer
of

ley
sey
cer-
leal
be-

e The CCF leader accused the 
government of maintaining an 
'/archaic” relationship with its 
employees.

Provincial civil servants are 
being treated as second-class

■nit- püm

employees.

rights to civil servants.

B.C. PATIENT TAKEN

Hoxsey 'Cured7 Woman 
Of Non-Existent Cancer

'possible cancer of the heads 
of both femurs' and was given 
the Hoxsey treatment

“We asked for and were 
shown her X-rays. They 
showed absolutely no evi­
dence of cancer.

“A year later on a return

The case of a B.C. woman 
who was treated for a non­
existent cancer at the Hoxsey 
Clinic was detailed by the 
UBC Investigating committee:

“This woman accompanied 
her husband, who had already 
been adequately treated for 
his cancer by his physician.

“She had no specific com­
plaints, but felt that since she 
was there she might as well 
go through the clinic. She

visit to the Hoxsey Clinic she 
was again X-rayed and was 
told that her cancer was 
cured. This woman may well
be convinced she was cured
of a disease she never had.with a diagnosis of

À f;
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Cancer Claims Useless
\*WÊKmmmMVM

NAMED BY UBC
; The matter was turned over I 
to the University of B.C., which I 

iappointed the committee:
I Dr. J. >Î. Mather, head of the 
; department of public health in! 
'the UBC medical faculty; A. W. 
i R. Carrothers. associate law 
; professor; Neal Harlow, univer- 
jsity librarian; S. A. Jennings, 
mathematics professor; Dr. 
George D. Saxton, instructor in 
the department of surgery, and 
Dr. H. E. Taylor, head of the 
pathology department.

The committee spent three 
days in July at the Hoxsey Can­
cer Clinic in Dallas, Texas, and 
another five days interviewing! 
U.S. officials in Chicago, Wash­

ington and New York.
I Members said they were re- 
! ceived with courtesy at the Dal- 
lias clinic and given "complete 
I co-operation.”
I Harry M. Hoxsey, a naturo- 
3 path, withdrew from manage­
ment of the clinic last May but 
! still has a financial interest in 
lit. His successor is Harry R.
3 Taylor, an osteopath, and the

A University of B.C. fact­
finding committee appointed at 
the request of the provincial 
government has found that the 
Hoxsey cancer treatments are 
useless and may be harmful.

Report of the six-man com­
mittee was tabled in the legisla­
ture Monday by Health Minister 
Eric Martin. It contained this 
main finding:

“The procedures and the 
medications known as the 
‘Hoxsey treatment for cancer’ 
are of no value in the treatment 
of internal cancer, and the ex­
ternal treatments have no place 
In modern cancer therapy.”

The specific findings and de­
tailed cases contained in the 
15,000-word report constitute a 
shocking indictment of the Hox- 

isey cancer cure claims and 
I treatment methods.
| DANGER IN DELAY
! The report said the chief 
j danger of the Hoxsey treatment 
is the delay for patients who 
might have a reasonable oppor­
tunity of being cured by the 
proven methods of surgery and 
radiation.

| "The other menace of the 
jHoxsey treatment is the false 
hope it arouses in patients and 
the useless expenditure of large 
sums of money by many who 
can ill afford to do so.”

Many people go to the clinic, 
are treated, and are convinced 

I they have been cured of cancer 
when actually they have not had 
Icancer at all, the report states. 
I The pommittee was particu-

SAME DOSE FOR ALL
Summarizing the diagnostic 

and therapeutic procedures at 
the clinic, the report says:

"Using an inadequate history 
taken by an unskilled person, 
with data from a few irrele- ; 
vant laboratory and X-ray re-! 

I ports, and without sufficient 
j time for a complete physical I 
examination, the osteopath! 
makes a diagnosis of cancer 
and prescribes essentially the 
same treatment of pills for all I 
patients.”

The report cited two ex­
amples of possibly harmful ex­
ternal treatments.

One was a 70-year-old man 
with a growth on his lower lip 
who had been attending the j 
clinic for six months or more. I

"When we saw him he had ^

ment at the clinic is $400, withj 
j an additional $60 for laboratory! 
and X-ray services. This feel 
includes a six-month supply of!
medication.
TOTAL COST $700

The cost to a patient from 
'British Columbia, including! 
transportation and living ex­
penses, is at least $700.
: The committee found that 
jmany patients at the clinic were 
self-referred through reading

a articles in such publications as! 
^Naturopathic Magazine, Man's 
4 Magazine and Defender Maga- 
Izine.
| Others are recommended by! 
lindividuals. Among the British 
SColumbia patients, one said hë 
gwas referred by a "member tit 
■Parliament” and another by.|u 
rsenator in Victoria”.
■. Interest in the Hoxsey clinic 
jhas been growing in British ' 
JColumbia since the first patient 
jwent there from the province in 
11952. In 1953 there were five; 
14 in 1954; nine in 1955; 27 in 
1956 jyid in the first 6% months 
of 1957, 21.

a deep, sloughing ulcer, the re-J 
suit of repeated applications of ij 
an escharotic material.

“This type of cancer is readi- j 
ly treated with radiation or j 

I surgery. . . He had six months | 
of painful, disagreeable therapy 1 
of an entirely inadequate type, I 
but ... he obviously felt that I 
his life had been saved by this 

I treatment.”
| The second case was a 
woman who had had a large 
tumor amputated at an osteo­
pathic hospital.
NO ANTISEPSIS 

I "When we saw her there was 
| a raw area at least four inches ; 
I in diameter. Dr. Taylor applied 
Ian escharotic paste to this ul- 
[cerated area with absolutely no 
I regard for asepsis or antisepsis. 
I "There was no preliminary 
I washing of hands or wearing of 
I gloves.”
I The committee found that 
| treatment of this woman was 
I undertaken without a patholog- 
I ical diagnosis and two days 
I later discovered that the growth 
j was of low grade malignancy.
I Committee members said they

organization is now known as 
the Taylor Clinic.

Summarizing their findings 
committeeat the clinic, tht 

members reported :
"We have four 

methods of diagnosis are inade- E 
quate, that the treatments used! 
for internal cancer do not affect N 
the progress of the disease, that J 
no serious attempt is made toi 
follow up treated cases in order | 
to evaluate results, and that no 8 
significant research has been gj 
done.”

The clinic is housed in a large | 
converted private house.

“The impression gained by § 
the committee was of "over-1 
crowding,” the report says, | 
"with minimal facilities.”

The committee found that I 
histories taken at the clinic are! 
purely subjective, and reflect! 
almost entirely the opinions of! 
the patients.

The report said the clinic’s X-1 
ray department doesn’t func-1

■ tion as an efficient aid in the 
■diagnosis of cancer, “even
■ though it may impress the pa-

llarly critical of the Hoxsey i 
“treatment” for external can­
cer—"preparations which liter­
ally bum off the cancerous 
tissue, together with adjacent 

I normal tissue.”
I The investigation was ordered 
I by the government last spring, 
I following claims made in the 
1 legislature in 1956 by former 

Social Credit MLA Mrs.Victoi^
Lydia Arsens.

I heard a lot of talk at the clinic 
I about cancer research that had 
been done or was planned, but 
found no concrete evidence of it.

The Hoxsey Cancer Research 
Foundation was set up in 1955 ; 
as a non-profit foundation but! 
no evidence of its activity wasi 

I seen.
| Standard charge for treat-

1 ! | TUESDAY, J'AN. 28, I»;» 1
|B.C. Probers 1
ill] 1 LaiDel[Hoxsey^
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Hoxse \BONNER ACCUSED OF FAILING DUTY

Sommers Case Sparks Angry Words
seless Mr. Sommers called Mr. 

Gregory “yellow” and accused 
him of “having no guts” after 
the Liberal member had said:

“I am glad the honorable 
member for Rossland - Trail 
is now well enough to take his 
seat in the legislature.”

This was an apparent ref­
ence to the fact that Mr. Som­
mers failed to proceed with 
his slander suit against Mr. 
Sturdy for health reasons.

“What do you know about 
it?” retorted Mr. Sommers, 
breaking his silence for the 
first time since the session 
opened.

Although it is before the 
courts and sub-judice, the 
Sommers’ bribery case got 
two indirect mentions in the 
legislature Monday.

One was a sharp clash be­
tween Robert Sommers, the 
former lands and forests min­
ister, one of the defendants, 
and George Gregory, Victoria 
MLA, who at one stage in the 
case represented Vancouver 
lawyer David Sturdy, the orig­
inal complainant.

The other was an attack by 
Opposition Leader Robert 
Straohan on Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner for his whole 
handling of the matter.

“A lot more than you 
think,” answered Mr. Greg­
ory.

Mr. Sommers continued to 
heckle Mr. Gregory in a semi- 
audible voice until Mr. Greg­
ory replied :

"You’d better not goad me 
or I might. . .”

"I’ll goad you as much as 
I please,” snorted Mr. Som­
mers. “You haven't got guts 
enough to talk about it.” • 
CASE BEFORE COURT

Mr. Gregory said he was 
not going to discuss the case 
as it was now before the 
courts, but said he was glad 
the former minister had an 
opportunity of having his 
name cleared before the 
courts.

“You’re just yellow,” 
answered Mr. Sommers.

"I believe there is a court 
decision by Mr. Justice Wil­
son which indicates who is of 
that color,” Mr. Gregory 
rapped back, an apparent ref­
erence to court decisions in 
connection with the slander 
suit last year.

CCF leader Strachan 
charged that Attorney-Gen­
eral Bonner’s handling of the 
Sommers affair had been mo­
tivated by “political self-in­
terest.”

POLITICS FIRST
“No matter how the court 

case ends,” Mr. Strachan said, 
“the attorney-general of B.C. 
stands convicted as a man 
who put his political duty be­
fore his public duty.”

Mr. Bonner by his actions 
has identified himself and the 
government with the indivu- 
als now charged in the brib­
ery conspiracy case, the oppo­
sition leader said.

"He has clouded the issue 
with the jargon of his voice- 
worn phrases and the inge­
nuities of legal verbiage,” Mr. 
Strachan said.

The CCF leader asked what 
evidence the attorney-general 
had two months ago when the 
charges were laid that he did 
not h&ve two years ago when 
he dismissed the evidence 
preferred by Vancouver 
lawyer David Sturdy.

ment at the clinic is $400, with! 
jan additional $60 for laboratory! 
jand X-ray services. This fee! 
j includes a six-month supply oil 
I medication.
(total COST $700 
j The cost to a patient from] 
'{British Columbia, including] 
transportation and living ex-fl 

d penses, is at least $700. 
a The committee found that I 
Imany patients at the clinic were! 
|self-ref erred through reading! 
sj articles in such publications asfl 
^Naturopathic Magazine, Man's 
n Magazine and Defender Maga- 
izine.
I Others are recommended byj 
■individuals. Among the British 
|Columbia patients, one said te 
j^kvas referred by a “member <jjjf 
|Parliament” and another by-.^l 
|“senator in Victoria”.
I Interest in the Hoxsey clinic 
|has been growing in British 
I Columbia since the first patient 
|went there from the province in 

" In 1953 there were five;

HOXSEY
INQUIRY
FINDINGS

(See Full Details on Page 3)

Main finding of the UBC 
team investigating the Hox­
sey cancer clinic is that the 
treatments are useless.

The committee also said the 
biggest danger is the delay 
caused to patients who might 
have a good chance of being 
cured by orthodox means.

Tracing the histories of 78 
persons who visited the clinic 
from B.C., the committee 
found that:

Thirty-two are now dead.
One was cured, "but with 

needless pain and disfigure­
ment.”

Nine are dying, or the can­
cer is progressing.

Eighteen had no proven 
evidence of malignancy.

Seven had received curative 
treatment before going to the 
clinic. *

Seven were impossible to 
follow up because of incom­
plete or incorrect records at 
the clinic^

Four are inconclusive 
because it is too soon to pre­
dict the outcome.

1952.
14 in 1954; nine in 1955; 27 in 
1956 and in the first 6% months 
of 1957, 21.ype,
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Bonner Bewails 
B.C. Tax Share

British Columbia is not get­
ting its fair share of federal tax 
revenues, Attorney - General 
Robert Bonner told the legisla- j 
ture Tuesday.

“We have great expenses if 
this province is to develop in a 
hurry,” Mr. Bonner said.

The attorney - general, also 
minister of trade, said capital 
investment in B.C. last year was 
$1,400,000,000 while the total for 

rj the whole of Canada was only 
t $8,000,000,000.
i But the province is not get 
I ting a proportionate share of 
i revenues, he said.

The Social Credit government

will continue to press for a bet­
ter fiscal agreement with Ot­
tawa, the attorney-general said.

He called on the opposition to 
1 join in a bi partisan policy to ; 
secure more money from the ' 
federal treasury. Other B.C. 
governments in the past have taken the same stand against ' 
Ottawa, Mr. Bonner said.

I Because B.C. is so far re- j|
I moved from Ottawa, the provin-1 
cial government must be “vigil­
ant” and “militant” in its deal- 

I ings with the federal govern­
ment.

Mr. Bonner defended the gov- 
j ernment’s current economy' 
measures, which he said was 

! saving money at no sacrifice of 
efficiency.

“Instead of being applauded 
for saving money, we are being 
accused of penny-pinching," he 
complained.Dealing with the special B.C. 1 
trade mission to Europe last 

J fall, Mr. Bonner said the gov­
ernment is not concerned where 
investment capital comes from 
as long as the province gets it.

"There should be no reserve 
other than that the interests of 1

I
 the people are protected,” he 
said.

Mr. Bonner was apparently H 
referring to the proposed north- ; 
em B.C. development of Swed­
ish financier Axel Wenner-Gremj1Blind Means Test 

Must Go-CCF
Abolition of the means test for blind pensioners and 

an increase in the basic social assistance grants was called 
for Tuesday by Cedric Cox, new CCF member of the 
Legislature for Burnaby. '---------------------------------------

“The time has come when all 
| of us should recognize the social 
(problem of our needy and sick 
j citizens and treat them with the 
I same respect we would like to 
get ourselves,” Mr. Cox said in 

; his maiden speech.
Most blind persons have to 

pay for care of one kind or an­
other, he said, and should not 
be compelled to submit to a 

I means test.
Mr. Cox said old age pension 

ers in B.C. can receive up to 
| $75 a month with the provincial 
cost - of * living bonus, while 
single persons on social assist­
ance or mother’s allowance have 
to live on $50 a month.

A couple living on the old age 
.pension can receive $150, while 
| a couple on social assistance re­
ceive only $76.50.

Mr. Cox said the government,

Ion serious offences

Juveniles Need 
Tough Treatment'

Tougher treatment for juveniles who commit serious'

I criminal offences was urged in the Legislature Tuesday 
by Mrs. Buda Brown (SC, Vancouver-Point Grey).

“They need stricter discipline

besides raising the assistance i 
rates, should also increase the 
cost-of-living bonus for pension­
ers.

The new member hit out at 
conditions at Woodlands School, 
operated by the government for 
mentally deficient children.

A "foolhardy" reduction of 
staff is jeopardizing the exist­
ence of the school, he said.

“We have a new building | 
there which is only half occu­
pied. The school is understaffed

. . and overworked."
Mr. Cox is a son-in-law of the 

late Ernest Winch, and suc­
ceeded the veteran CCF member 
in the Bumaby seat.

He disclosed that six weeks 
ago a committee of the U.S. 
Senate, not knowing Mr. Winch 
had died a year ago, sent an 
invitation asking him to give 
an address in New York —1 
housing for senior citizens.

Mr. Winch was recognized is 
a leader In this field, and was 
responsible for establishing the 

lew Vista Society in Bumaby.

Two Jails 
To Close 
In Province

Attorney-General Bonner con­
firmed in the Legislature, Tues- j 
day, that the provincial govern­
ment intends to close down the j 
Nelson jail and Prince George 
women’s jail.
- It has been found that it is ! 
belter to bring prisoners from 
these areas to the Lower Main­
land, Mr. Ejpnner said.

The changes are part of the 
planned reorganization of the 
provincial jail system referred 
to in the Throne Speech at the 
opening of the current session.

The reorganization is partly 
the result of completion last 
year of the new Haney correc­
tional institute.
NO CUTBACK

Denying that the government jj 
is cutting down on essential 
services such as jail staff in its 
current economy drive, Mr. 
Bonner said there are now 798 
jail workers and 26 probation 
workers in the province.

These figures compare with j 
308 jail workers and 16 proba­
tion workers in 1952.

Meanwhile, a delegation from 
Nelson city council will come to 
Victoria to protest to Attorney- 
General Bonner the closing of I 
the jail there.

Mayor T. S. Shorthouse said 
closing of the jail would be a 
serious loss to the city. Twelve 
families and a payroll of about 
$75.000 are involved, he said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Bonner said 
in an interview plans are 
“almost decided” to re-locate the 
New Haven Borstal School at 
Haney.

He said the move is being 
considered because of better 
training facilities which would 
be available in the new jail at 
Haney, but made it clear the 
Borstal institution would not be 
located in the jail.

, The plan would be to place it 
| close by so that the Borstal 

nmates would have access to 
I the jail classrooms.

and plenty of hard work,” Mrs. || 
Brown said.

It is foolish to place on pro­
bation young offenders who | 
have been convicted of break­
ing and entering or stealing a 
car.

Sending these offenders to 
gleaming new institutions such 
as the new Haney jail will not 
change their attitudes, Mrs. 
Brown said.

| “An industrial school should j I 
mean just that,” the member j| 
said.
20 PER CENT FAIL

Mrs. Brown praised the re­
habilitative work accomplished 
at the New Haven school. In 
the last 10 years 500 boys have 
been in New Haven with only 
about 20 per cent that would be 
classed as failures.

She urged the government to 
consider carefully any proposed 
changes. There have been re­
ports the New Haven institute 
will be abolished in favor of the 
facilities at the new Haney in­
stitution.
MORE PARKS 

Mrs. Brown’s other main plea 
was for the setting aside of 
more parklands.

The province cannot afford to 
neglect the recreational needs 
of the people, she said.

"This government will never 
lose one dollar spent on provid­
ing accommodation for the 
many thousands who wish to 
spend their leisure time in the 
great outdoors.”

Mrs. Brown urged the gov­
ernment to speed up develop­
ment of roads into Garibaldi 
Park.

“It would seem to me that: 
the many unemployed could be 
put to work in that area now, 
especially between Britannia 
and Squamish.”

: !
V: :
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Mr. Bonner in the Dock
TR. ROBERT STRACHAN HAS 

leveled direct charges at the 
attorney-general for his handling of 
the Sommers case.

The leader of the opposition says 
Mr. Bonner "stands convicted as a 
man who put his political duty before 
his public duty."

If Mr. Strachan’s charge sticks, 
then the attorney-general is branded 
as a person who has not attended 
properly to the public business for 
which he assumed responsibility.

The alternative to the Strachan 
Indictment is that the chief law of­
ficer of the Crown failed through in­
eptitude to clear up an unsavory con­
dition—that, in effect, he handled the 
matter incompetently. If such is the 
case, again he has failed to attend 
properly to his public duties.

The facts of Mr. Bonner’s hand­
ling of the issue are public property.

The attorney-general had pre­
sented to him a body of evidence con­
cerning the award of certain forest 
management licences. He was asked 
to investigate that body of evidence 
thoroughly.

Mr. Bonner dismissed the submis­
sion, contending it was a mere politi­
cal manoeuvre.

Under newspaper and public pres­
sure, the attorney-general eventually 
called for a police investigation of 
the material. The investigation led 
to a criminal charge against the min­
ister named in the "body of evi­
dence” 707 days after the “body of 
evidence” was first submitted. That

case is now proceeding in the courts 
and is, in consequence, removed from 
comment.

But Mr. Strachan is on thorough­
ly sound ground in insisting “on the 
right to comment on the part played 
by the attorney - general in this 
whole sorry affair."

The position taken by the leader 
of the opposition is strengthened by 
events of preceding sessions. He, | 
his party colleagues and Liberal 
members, called for a judicial inquiry 
into the questions raised by the 
“body of evidence.”

Such a course of action could 
have settled the whole issue in short 
order. The minister whose reputa­
tion was at stake would have had an 
opportunity to clear his name, or 
action could have been taken on the 
information presented to the attor­
ney-general.

By technicalities and legalisms, 
the case was delayed and Mr. Bon­
ner escaped for the time being the 
responsibilities which were his. He 
must accept the consequences of his 
actions.

Nor is he alone in the position 
he occupies today. He is joined by 
members of his government who 
whipped a supine following into line 
to defeat efforts to bring the issue 
to a quick conclusion.

Mr. Strachan has delivered his 
indictment in the House. It will Q 
doubtless be followed by others as 
the session progresses. The public 
is being served by those who press 
the issue.

'tMÉr

Corroboration on Hoxsey

The special university of
British Columbia investigating 

committee has confirmed earlier 
authoritative reports on the Hoxsey 
clinics.

“The medfcatiens known as the 
‘Hoxsey treatment for cancer’ are of 
no value in the treatment of internal 
cancer and the external treatments 
used have no place in modem cancer 
therapy,” the committee says.

This is substantiation of the in­
formation given out by doctors and 
medical experts after Mrs. Lydia 
Arsens made her claims for the Hox­
sey treatment in the Legislature 
some time ago.

Mrs. Arsens flies in the face of 
the report with the statement she 
will continue her “fight for a clinic 
In B.C.” and does her best to cast 
suspicion on the Committee findings.

She is, of course, entitled to her 
opinion, however dangerous it may 
be. But on an issue that can be so 
disastrous to the individual, she 
must ask herself if she is justified in 
raising hopes of serious cancer suf­
ferers.

JPlIlJ

ÜH

In the opinion of men who are 
devoting trained minds to research 
on cancer there is one grave danger 
posed by so-called “cures.” Resort 
to the latter, the research people 
point out, can delay the application 
of successful, recognized techniques! 
to a cancer sufferer until it is too ^-4 
late to help him. A malignancy that V 
might be overcome in its early 
stages can grow to incurable dimen­
sions by the time a disillusioned 
patient returns to accepted forms of 
treatment.

The quest will go on for a cure, j 
It is a project of high priority in re­
search. And the quest will be ac­
companied by many controversial I 
reports of success from unorthodox | 
methods.

A layman will hesitate to pass I 
judgment, but one point stands out j 
clearly: Doctors and those dear to | 
them are dying from cancer. Is it I 
reasonable to assume that medical I 
men, facing their own personal j 
tragedies because of this killer, ! 
would willingly shut the door against j 
a cure?

■ •

. .
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NORMAN CRIBBENS

IN THE 

LEGISLATURE

friend of the poorThe spirit of the late Ernest Winch- _____
and the weak—seemed to linger over the House Tuesday 
afternoon when his son-in-law and successor in the Legisla­
ture, Cedric Cox, made his maiden speech as CCF member 

I for Burnaby.
Mr. Cox, a studious looking 

man in a dark blue suit, was 
clearly pre occupied with hu­
manity. He called for an end 
to the means test on pensions 
for blind persons. He asked 
for a Canadian Merchant Ma­
rine to aid Canada’s unem­
ployed, and he called on the 
B.C. government to set an 
example to the United States 
by recognizing Communist 
China.

Then, in a ringing tribute 
to his father-in-law, he said:

“He accomplished more for 
the under privileged than any 
member of this House, past 
or present. He was a leader 
in the field of low-cost hous­
ing, and it is significant that 
the United States Senate, not 
knowing he was dead, recent­
ly asked him to give an ad­
dress in New York on hous­
ing for senior citizens.

"No greater tribute could 
have been offered to my pre­
decessor — the late member 
for Burnaby."

tinted spectacles, has an ob­
vious flair for reporting oh 
provincial institutions.

Entering her second session 
as the Social Credit member 
for Vancouver - Point Grey, 
Mrs. Brown became so en­
thused over British Columbia’s 
correctional homes that she 
spoke feelingly of “a beauti­
ful jail with lovely kitchens 
and a nice color scheme.’’

Those of us who had not 
openly broken the law wond­
ered why we should be shut 
out of such places as Mrs. 
Brown described. Could it be 
that you have to rob a bank 
to achieve the Shangri-la of 
your hopes and dreams?

Possibly the lady member 
supplied the answer when she 
recommended stricter disci­
pline for delinquents and 
fewer excuses for those who 
take the easy way out in 
avoiding unpalatable restric­
tions on their social be­
havior.

Both Mrs. Brown and her 
opposite number in the 
House, Mrs. Lois Haggen 
(CCF • Grand Forks • Green­
wood) seem to favor dark 
blue dtess. Not so surpris­
ing when you remember that 
the centennial carpet in the 
B.C. Legislature- is a bright 
red!

And as might be expected, 
both ladies have left their 
red dresses at home.

The new member seemed 
particularly anxious that Pre­
mier Bennett and his govern­
ment should dare the “dis­
pleasure" of the United 
States by recognizing Com­
munist China.

He felt that if B.C. took the 
lead other provinces of Can­
ada would join her in taking 
“the more enlightened view."

Attorney - General Robert 
Bonner, in his first speech of 
the session, also referred to 
the United States.

“After listening to the hon­
orable member for the Oppo­
sition (CCF leader Robert 
Strachan) I realize that the 
U.S. Republicans are not the 
only party which cannot get 
their rockets off the ground," 
he said.

The Daddy of the House, 
83-year-old Tom Uphill, lis-, 
tened to most of Tuesday’s 
speeches with eyes closed in 
what Charles Dickens would 
have called “an excess of 
pleasure.”

Hands calmly folded on lap, 
Tom wore the benign expres­
sion of one who has heard it 
all before but thinks it is 
worth hearing again if only 
for the goodwill behind it.

Mrs. Buda Brown, with her 
crinkly golden hair and blue-

mS£
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$70,000 Plane Bill
Defended by Gaglardi
Two aircraft operated by the 

Provincial Highways Depart­
ment cost the government at 
least $70,000 in the 1956-57 fiscal

The expenditures are listed in 
two reports tabled at the cur­
rent legislature session.

Largest amount is $50,196 in 
the annual highways report for 
“aircraft repairs.”

Highways Minister P. A. 
Gaglardi told reporters he 
“thinks” this money was spent 
on installing two new motors 
and radio equipment in the de­
partment’s Grumman Widgeon.

In the public accounts for 
1956-57, the highways depart­
ment shows an item of $20,539 
for “aircraft operation.”

There is no breakdown for 
either figure, and it is not 
known if this represents the 
total, cost to the department of 
the planes.

The planes are maintained 
and operated for the highways 
department under contract by 
Pacific Western Airlines at Pa­
tricia Bay and Vancouver Air-

SECOND PLANE
The Widgeon is the plane used 

most frequently by Mr. Gag­
lardi on his flying junkets 
around the province.

The other plane, a Mark V 
Anson, is used occasionally by 
the department of lands and 
forests.

Mr. Gaglardi said the Widg­
eon was bought by the depart­
ment in a state of disrepair for 
$10,000. Cost of a new Widg­
eon would have been about 
$140,000, he said.

Some $40,000 was spent on 
renovations, Mr. Gaglardi said,

ways if I landed on a mountain! 
because of my poor motors?

“What’s $50,000 in comparl«| 
son to a human life? My hu-S 
man life?

"I don’t say $50,000 isn't a lot] 
of-money, but in the first three1 
years in office I saved the gov­
ernment $10,000,000 because I 
was able to get around.

“And the only way to get 
around the way I have to get 
around is in an airplane."

CCF PLANS DETAILED PROBE 
■UNTO HIGHV/AYS EXPENSES

The CCF plans to make a searching inquiry at the 
current legislative session into the operations of the pro­
vincial highways department.

CCF members on the House public accounts committee 
have asked that all vouchers from the department be pro­
duced for examination.

It is- known the opposition is particularly interested in 
learning the details of travelling expenses by Highways 
Minister Gaglardi. (See page 29.)

They want to find out more about the two airplanes 
operated by the department. Public accounts for the 1956- 
57 fiscal year tabled in the House last week give little 
detail. .. - v r>

P. A. GAGLARDI

and a further $50,000 for new 
engines and radio equipment. 
UNDERPOWERED

Defending the purchase of 
the new motors, the. minister 
said:

“The plane was under­
powered, What good would I 
be to the department of high-

Unemployment 
House Probe 
Starts FridayBonner Unfit, 

Nimsick Charge | The legislative labor commit­
tee, which this year will deal 
with the unemployment prob­
lem, will hold* its first meeting 
Friday.

First item on the agenda is 
the crisis at the interior mining 
town of Fernie, where 400 men 
are threatened with layoffs by 
the closure of the Crow’s Nest 
Pass Coal Co. colliery at Elk 
River.

The matter was referred to 
the committee last Friday when 
the government turned down a 

j CCF demand for immediate de­
bate on. unemployment.

Chairman of the committee 
is Social Credit whip Bert 
Price.

. (See Also Page 10)
Any problem handled by Attorney-General Robert 

Bonner has turned into a “fiasco,” CCF member Leo
Nimsick said in the legislature Wednesday.___________

Speaking just before Sodal
Credit rebel Melvin Bryan. Mr. Sunday sports issue and 
Nimsick said the attorney-gen- Sommers case, I dooi. 
neral should have resigned think the attomey-general is a
when he finally ordered that ht and proper man for ,he post
criminal charges be laid against non hes in, Mr. Nimsick said. 
former lands and forests min-1 
ister Robert Sommers.

Because of his mishandling r - 
of the Vancouver police probe,»

New Sunday Sport Ruling 
Aim of CCF Member's Bill

sion allowing Sunday sport In 
the mainland city. The govern­
ment has promised support tor 
such a measure. V

If the vote was in favor of 
paid commercial sport on Sun- 

council

A private bill will be intro- 
jduced m the Legislature this 
week by CCF member Gordon 
Dowding which would make 

possible In all B.C.
day, the municipal 
could paaa an enabling by-law.

Horse racing is not included 
under the act, entitled the 
“Lord's Day (British Columbia) 
Act”

It is expected the Legislature- 
will approve a Vancouver city

Sunday

The bin, which Is not expected 
to be accepted by the govern­
ment, provides that a plebiscite 
on the ssue can be held if asked 
for bv 10 per cent of the

charter

mini

GEE
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Ü NORMAN
CRIBBENS

In the legislature

Most debated question in political circles today 
is: Will Premier Bennett read Mel Bryan out of the 
Social Credit ranks for his revolutionary action in de­
manding the resignation of Attorney-General Robert 
Bonner?

wifi «

My guess is that the Premier 
will do nothing of the kind. 
He is much more likely to 
point to Mr. Bryan, the young 
member for North Vancou­
ver, as a shining example of 
“freedom of opinion” within 
the government ranks, off­
setting the repeated sugges­
tion that the Premier himself 
exercizes a kind of dictator­
ship.

Many of the crowds pack­
ing the public galleries Wed­
nesday afternoon expected 
dark-haired Mr. Bryan to 
cross the floor of the house 
and sit with the Opposition— 
following the example set a 
few years ago by Premier 
Bennett and Mrs. Tillie Rol- 
ston.

But Mr. Bryan stayed 
quietly in his seat and an anti- 
climactic silence followed his 
bold request that Mr. Bonner 
resign because of “public dis­
satisfaction” “over his hand­
ling of the controversial Som­
mers case. ^★ ★ ★

The boldness of the chal­
lenge was heightened by the 
'ïact that Mr. Bonner was the 
government’s "top ma n” 
Wednesday, the Premier be­
ing away in Vancouver meet­
ing the Queen Mother.

No one questioned Mr. 
Bryan’s sincerity. The words 
he spoke had obviously been 
quietly and calmly thought 
oat and his manner betrayed 
only a slight hesitation.

The flurry of white notes 
across the floor of the House 
after he sat down told their 
own story. Mr. Bryan was 
being invited to join both the 
Liberal and CCF ranks, but 
he showed no disposition to 
join either.

On the same side of the 
house Attorney-General Bon­
ner and former lands and 
fbrests minister Robert Som­
mers—the key figure In the 
case—sat in grim silence, 

ir •* ★„ * * w you are maxing yo
Second surprise of the aft* speech or your 20th.'

ernoon was 83-year-old Tom 
Uphill, time-honored Labor 
member for Fernie.

Because of unemployment 
in his constituency, Tom 
abruptly abandoned the role 
of legislative clown, by which 
he is known, and played 
Hamlet instead.

Without once cracking a 
smile, he made a dramatic 
appeal on behalf of 250 min­
ers thrown out of work by 
the closing of the Elk River 
Colliery at Fernie, and urged 
that the Social Credit govern­
ments of B.C. and Alberta 
should co-operate in relieving 
their hardship.

“For perhaps the first time 
in my life I felt I couldn’t 
joke on the floor of the 
House,” Tom said afterwards. 
“The situation is too serious.”

Surveying his grave fea­
tures, I found it hard to be­
lieve this was the man who 
has been known for 38 years 
bs the Premier of Mirth. But 
there was no questioning the 
depth of his feelings.

My hope Is that, come what 
may, we shall again see the 
beaming moon-face turned to­
wards the Speaker and hear 
the gales of laughter as Mr. 
Uphill, In his quaint blend of 
Irish and Welsh, forces every­
one to see the funny side of 
life.

Extending a special wel­
come to the new ML As, Leo 
Nimsick (CCF, Cran brook) 
reminded me of the popular 
“Head” of a boys’ prep, 
school telling the newcomers 
on opening day to make 
themselves at home (even 
when they are being stuck 
with pins).

“Don’t worry about those 
butterflies in your stomach,” 
he told the new members. 
“You will get them whether 
you are making your first

M-M
MLAs REACTIONS

ActofCourage, 
Poor Timing, 
Very Sound
. Reaction among MLAs to the dramatic statement 

by Social Credit member Mel.Bryan calling for the resig- 
natfbn of Attorney-General Bonner was as expected:

It brought applause from the opposition, frowns 
from government members., ---------

I’m very sorry that it hap­
pened,” said Social Credit whip 
Bert Price. “I don’t see any 
gain to the member, the public, 
and certainly not to the mem­
bers on the government side.”

“It was an act of courage that 
should be appreciated by his 
constituents,” said Tony 
grave (CCF-Mackenziei

said J. Donald Smith. Social 
Credit member for Victoria.

“It’s good to rock the boat 
sometimes to make sure it’s 
seaworthy,” said John Tisdalle 
(SC-Saanich), “but not to punch 
a hole in the bottom of it.”

Mr. Tisdalle said he didn't 
Gar-; agree with Mr. Bryan.

I don’t believe the attorney-
George Gregory, Liberal mem-1 general has been derelict in his 

ber for Victoria, said it was a duty,” the Saanich member said, 
“courageous stand that will be, Herb Bruch (SC-Esquimalt), 
long remembered.” said Mr. Bryan “has a right to

“It was poor timing,” said j his opinion,” but until the Som- 
Cyril Shelford (SC-Omineca). I mers case is completed it is not 

“In the democratic system j right to adjudicate on whether 
under which we operate, he has the attorney-general’s actions | 
a right to say what he wants,” | have been right or wrong.

Statement 'Very Sound'—Harding
“It was a very sound and 

Istudied statement,” said Ran- 
Bdolph Harding (CCF-Kaslo-Slo- 
ican).

“I was rather surprised to see 
pne of the government members 
bring it up. I only hope we’ll 
bear more from the government 
members in this regard.”

“It was an interesting after- 
gnoon,” commented Dan Camp- 
11 bell (SCCampbell River).
1 Mr. Gregory said there was 
/‘great significance” in the fact 
■that demands made in the 

House previously by Liberal 
members have now been echoed 
by a Social Credit member.

The Liberal member said that 
i since Mr. Bonner’s trade mis- 
Bsion trip to Europe last fall he
■ would be giving up the attorney- 
I general’s job to concentrate on 
I the portfolio of trade and tn-
■ dustry.
A “It would not surprise me if 
|today's developments force the 
“ *er to demand Mr. Bonner’s
----nation from the cabinet en-

|tirely.”'
Mr. Gregory said he didn’t

think the government would 
have the courage to read Mr. 
Bryan out of the Social Credit 
party for the stand he has 
taken.

Don Robinson (SC, Llllooet) 
said he didn’t believe any other 
Social Credit members feel the 
same way as Mr. Bryan.

Because Social Credit is a 
democratic movement, the mem 
ber had a right to say what he 
pleased, Mr. Robinson said.

“I see no reason why he 
shouldn’t be allowed back in the 
caucus.”

Party whip Price defended 
the attorney-general against 
the charges made by the North 
Vancouver member.

‘The mere fact of a member 
attacking a cabinet minister is 
his privilege,” Mr. Price said. 
“But to fight a minister who 
can’t fight back puts it in a dif­
ferent light.

“His speech inferred the at­
torney-general is part of soi 
conspiracy, whereas the qtt« 
ney-general has had to car^-y a 
terrific load in this case- 
of which was of his own d<
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TEXT OF MLA BRYAN'S 
STATEMENT ON BONNER

Text of statement on Attor-i 
ney-General Robert Bonner by! 
Mel Bryan, Socred MLA for 
North Vancouver, follows:

a realization of that different 
concept of government, have 
shown it with' a vigor and pro- 

I have several matters to dis- gressiveness that is reflected in 
cuss concerning my riding but | the great strides forward taken 
before doing that I wish to ad- by our economy, 
dress myself to one of the ma- But, I must insist, Mr. 
jor issues facing this province Speaker, that the manner in 
today. which the attorney - generalf Courage

Timing,
Sound' IITCUIIUK UI1 Ult: ueians ui a uase r , I r

before the court. SoUfiO and Fury
Over two years ago. state-j I was one of the candidates 

ments were made concerning iwho fought for this government 
the operation of onr great jin the provincial election cam- 
forest industry and the govern- paign of 1956. I believed the 
ment of this province. assurances from the attorney-

They were given wide pub- general that there was more 
licity. They led eventually to sound and fury than substance 
the resignation of a minister in the allegations concerning the 
from the cabinet, and a veri government’s administration of 
table storm of public contro- our greatest basic industry, 
versy, court actions and coun-1 I and candidates like me, were 
ter-actions. - assured by the attorney-gen­

eral’s statement that the allega-
Now Part of Record tions were “far fetched ".

Mr. Speaker, people are 
It is not my intention to dis- pUzzie(j by the fast - moving 

cuss the allegations, although chain of events of recent 
they are now part of public m0nths. First a commission 
record. The chain of subse- : type of inquiry was set up tc 
quent developments led to pr0be the allegations. Then, it 
charges which are now being was hastily abandoned in favoi 
adjudicated—where thousands Qf outright charges of con 
of British Columbians felt they spiracy against several persons 
should have been adjudicated a And all this, we must assume 
long time ago, in the courts of Mr. Speaker, was based on th< 
our land. The outcome of this same sequence of events anc 
case as a British Columbian circumstances that our attorney 
has no bearing on what I have general so blandly dismisset 
to say. last year and the year before.

What concerns the people of What happened, Mr. Speaker 
this province, and has con- to change his concept of lav 
cerned them with greater in- enforcement so drastically? 
tensity as time went on, has 
been the unsatisfactorily ex­
plained delay in resolving this 
issue on the part of the minis­
ter charged with law enforce­
ment and with maintaining the 
legal dignity of this govern­
ment.

I refer to the delay by the 
honorable, the attorney-general.

I speak for myself, and, I be­
lieve, for thousands of people 
who have supported this gov­
ernment, Mr. Speaker, in ex- 

8 pressing the solemn belief that 
1 the attorney-general of this 
m province has failed to carry out

k MLAs to the dramatic statement 
mber Mel . Bryan calling for the resig- 
Üeneral Bonner was as expected: 
lause from the opposition, frowns 
embers.

it hap- 
dit whip 
see any 
e public, 
he mem- 
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•age that 

by his 
ny Gar-

said J. Donald Smith, Social 
Credit member for Victoria.

"It’s good to rock the boat 
sometimes to make sure it’s 
seaworthy," said John Tisdalle 
(SC-Saanich), "but not to punch 
a hole in the bottom of it.”

Mr. Tisdalle said he didn't 
agree with Mr. Bryan.

| "I don't believe the attorney- 
general has been derelict in his

5 9| duty," the Saanich member said, 
be, Herb Bruch (SC-Esqulmalt), 

said Mr. Bryan "has a right to 
aid his opinion,” but until the Som- 
. ! mers case is completed it is not 
em right to adjudicate on whether 
las I the attorney-general’s actions 
ts,” I have been right or wrong.

Sound'—Harding
think the government would 
have the courage to read Mr. 
Bryan out of the Social Credit 

| party for the stand he has

id Ran-

I It goes without saying that a 
cabinet minister's observance of 
his oath of office must be above 
reproach — must, like Caesar’s: 
wife, certainly be above sus­
picion.

Serious Doubts
I know I am voicing the

taken. |
Don Robinson (SC, Ltllboet) j 

said he didn’t believe any other I 
Social Credit members feel the j' 
same way as Mr. Bryan.

Because Social Credit is a 
democratic movement, the mem- ! 
ber had a right to say what he j 
pleased, Mr. Robinson said.

"I see no reason why he | 
shouldn’t be allowed back in the! 
caucus.”

Party whip Price defended 
the attorney-general against 
the charges made by the North 
Vancouver member.

‘The mere fact of a member 
attacking a cabinet minister is 
his privilege," Mr. Price said. 
“But to fight a minister who 
can’t fight back puts it in a dif­
ferent light.

"His speech inferred the at­
torney-general is part of somf 
conspiracy, whereas thê |ttop* 
ney-general has had to carry a 
terrific load in this case—none 
of which was of his own doin^.’’

d to see 
icmbers 
>e we'll 
?rnment

after-
Camp-

re was 
he fact 
in the 
Liberal 
echoed

mm

kid that 
le mis- 
fall he 
torney- 
*ate on 
md in-

I his duties with the speed" and I 
| efficiency his position demands.

Principle at Stake
I may also remind those who 

do not share these views ol 
mine that a very important 
principle is at stake here, a very 
precious principle—and one I 
am not prepared to sacrifice in 
the interests of party unity.

Here was developed ai funda­
mental. issue that should have 
been dealt with without any 
concern for political questions 
or party loyalties.

The people of this province 
have been assured ever since 
1952 that the government they 

>jnow place their trust in repre­
sents something new,,clean and 
«sincere ... a new concept of 

government, totally tgillke the 
_ previous administrations in this 
sjpro vince.
| I believe, generally, the peo-

me if
•ce the

didn't!

My considerations leave me 
with no alternative, to an hon­
est conviction that the attorney-
general ol this province has 
shown a great lack of ability to 
fulfill all the requirements of 
his high post and shouit1 resign, 
his duties in favor of someone 
who can.

[pie charged with

SKssi

see
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{Alberta Help Sought 
For Unemployed Miners!

TOM UPHILL 
. pleads for miners

The Social Credit govern­
ments of B.C. and Alberta were 
asked to co-operate, Wednesday, 
in an effort to re-establish 250 
miners thrown out of work by 
the closing of the Elk River 
Colliery at Fernie last Monday.

In a fighting speech on behalf 
of the unemployed miners, Tom 
Uphill, veteran Labor member 
for Fernie, urged that 147 A1-; 
berta miners now working at: 
Michel, B.C., should be found ^ 
other employment so t h a 11 
Fernie miners could work at) 
Michel.

Mr, Uphill said Alberta had 
benefited because the B.C 
mine absorbed 147 miners still 
living and paying taxes over 
the border in Alberta.

“The Alberta government is

Voice of a Conscience

receiving thousands of dollars 
from these miners and in the 
circumstances it would be a 
Christian and statesmanlike act 
if the Alberta and B.C. govern­
ments co-operated in helping 
the workless miners of Fernie.”

Mr. Uphill said he hoped to 
meet Premier Bennett and his 
cabinet with a view to placing 
a proposition before the Alberta 
government "as soon as pos­
sible.”

He was critical of a sugges­
tion that Fernie miners should 
be given work on the roads.
UNSKILLED

“These men have given their 
lives to the mines," he said. 
“They have their homes there— 
they have a place in the life of 
the community. Why should 
they be turned into the streets 
to do work that unskilled men 
can do?

"They deserve better treat­
ment than that. What member 
of this House would like to be 
turned out his job at 45 or 50 
and told to take a pick and 
shovel on the roads?"

Mr. Uphill glared around the 
House as if expecting someone 
to say “I would.” But no one 
answered.

the Legislature, Social Credit 
! member John Melvin Bryan has 
called for the resignation of Social 

J Credit Attorney - General Robert 
Bonner. The plaster which covered 

SM* the cracks in the party's stand on 
fc-'dtsOTRWW Mr. Bonner's handling of the Som- 

| mers case has been washed away 
j and the fissures stand glaringly 
S revealed.

Mr. Bryan's reasons for calling 
I for the attorney-general’s resigna- 
j tion are exactly the same as those 
I presented by this newspaper. To 
I them is added a high sense of indig­

nation. “I believed the assurances 
from the attorney-general . . .” Mr.

I Bryan said.
He was expressing general dis- 

I illusionment when he added: “I 
j know I am voicing the serious doubts 
of thousands of British Columbians 

1 when I question the present attomey- 
| general’s appreciation of the basic 
concepts inherent in the high office 

I he holds."
Mr. Bryan has shown political 

I courage in stating his honest belief. 
It remains to be seen if others of 

r his party are similarly endowed.
Mr. Bonner should resign.
But the issue should not end with 

Mr. Bonner’s resignation. 
i Mr. Bonner, though chief law

officer, is but the lieutenant of 
Premier Bennett. If the Premier 
did not know what Mr. Bonner was 
doing he was derelict in his duties as 
head of the government. If he did 
know, then he has no escape from 
shared responsibility.

The indictment delivered by Mr. 
Bryan in the silent House yesterday 
marks the fruition of processes Mr. 
Bennett and Mr. Bonner set in 
motion more than two years ago.

, When the Sommers issue first 
arose, they had ample opportunity 
to bring it to a speedy conclusion. 
They were asked repeatedly to set 
up an independent agency to study 
material which cast grave reflections 
on a former minister of the Crown. 
They refused to follow this logical 
and honorable course.

If, during the time the question 
was discussed, they managed to con­
vince their followers in the Legisla­
ture that they were in the right, 
that conviction no longer holds. It 
was broken by the man who said 
in reproach, “I believed the assur­
ances of the attorney-general . . .”

The schism in the party ranks is 
evident. It is revealed by at least 
one member who is not prepared to 
violate his conscience in the inter­
ests of partisan political considera­
tions.

UBCTinCup' 
Deplored By 
CCF Member

A CCF member of the legls-1 
lature said Wednesday it 
wrong that the University of 1 
B.C. has to go around the prov- [ 
ince “with a tin-cup” seeking g 
funds for development.

The university is a foundation I 
of our society, said Cranbrook 1 
MLA Leo Nimsick, and should | 
not have to depend on charity.

“I think -it is the duty of so-1 
ciety, and the funds should come N 
out of consolidated revenue to H 
see that the university is looked 
after,” Mr. Nimsick said.

mmm

F

WPS

They gave little indication^ 
what stand they will take owl 
the issue at today’s caucus.

Caucus chairman Herbert! 
Bruch (SC-Esqutmalt) said it I 
was up to the caucus to decide a 
whether Mr. Bryan shall be a^| 
lowed to stay in the party.

Government whip Bert Price! 
took the same position.

“It’s up to the caucus, or Mr. I 
Bryan,” he said.

__
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Bennett Faces
Crisis | Over 
Bryan’s Speech

MLA's Demand 
For AG to Quit 
Before Caucus
The first open revolt in Social Credit party 

ranks over the Sommers bribery charges left 
Premier Bennett today facing possibly his big­
gest political crisis since he took office nearly 
six years ago.

Legislative circles were buzzing this morning after 
the sensational attack launched in the House Wednesday 
afternoon by J. Melvin Bryan, Social Credit member for 
North Vancouver, who demanded Attorney - General 
Robert Bonner resign from office for his handling of the 
Sommers affair.

Bryan charged that he -had 
supported the government in the 
1956 election after assurances 
from Mr. Bonner that the allega­
tions against former forestsjands of British Columbians, he
minister Robert E. Sommers 
were “far-fetched”.

But events since them—first 
the appointment of a royal com­
mission, then the laying of 
bribery charges — had raised 
doubts in the minds of thous-

(Text of Bryan 
Statement Page 10)

declared, as to the attorney- 
general’s concepts of his office. 
The time had come for the attor­
ney-general to resign his duties 
in favor of someone who could 
fulfill all requirements of the 
high Office.

Bonner Says He Will Not Resign
Mr. Bryan said he definitely 

intended to attend the caucus 
meeting. In an interview, he 
indicated he expects to be al­
lowed to stay on the govern­
ment side of the House.

absent. Mr. Strachan also was 
in Vancouver to meet the Queen 
Mother.

Otherwise the chamber was 
almost filled. Members on both 
sides listened in stony silence 

When it was learned what to the North Vancouver mem- 
Mr. Bryan intended to say to ber as he read his prepared text 
the legislature, there was specu-1 in deliberate tones, 
lation that he would cross the I Mr> Bonner sat impassively 
floor after making his speech, through Mr. Bryan’s remarks,

applauded half-heartedly 
at the end of his speech. His

He said later he had given no and 
thought to taking this step.

For his part, Attorney-Gen­
eral Bonner made it clear he 
has no intention of resigning.
He told reporters in the corri­
dor after the House rose:

“I’ve never walked away from 
a tough job in my life and I 
don't intend to start now."

The House was hushed when 
Mr. Bryan got up to speak. Most 
of the members knew what was 
coming.

CCF leader Robert Strachan, 
as well as Premier Bennett, was

They gave little indication 
whet stand they will take 
the issue at today’s caucus.

Caucus chairman Herbert 
Bruch (SC-Esquimalt) said It 
was up to the caucus to 
whether Mr. Bryan shall be a^ 
lowed to stay in the party 

Governn^nt whip Bert Price 
took the same position 

“It’a up to the caucus, or Mr. 
Bryan,” he «aid.

One of Most Slashing Attacks
It was one of the most slash­

ing attacks against a cabinet 
minister ever heard in the 
House from a government sup­
porter.

Political observers recalled the 
scene when Premier Bennett 
himself made his famous “dis- 
association" speech from the 
Coalition government eight 
years ago and then walked 
across the floor to become an 
Independent.

But whether Bryan’s move' 
will go that far was in doubt 
today.

A Social Credit caucus was 
slated just before the House 

|, opening this afternoon.
Premier Bennett and the 

private members, it was ex­
pected, then, would decide 
whether to continue to accept 
the North Vancouver MLA as a 
member of the caucus.

First reaction of Premier 
Seftnett was that he would not 
attempt to ousj; Bryan from the 
jiarty;

Mr. Bennett was not in the 
House when Bryan made his de­
mand for the' attorney-general's 

[ resignation. He was attending a 
tea lor the Queen Mother in

Interviewed afterwards he 
said he would “never invite any 
member to cross the floor.”

He was also asked if he 
thought it would lead to a ser­
ious split- in Social Credit ranks. 
He replied: “The answer is no.”

The premier defended Mr. 
Bonner against the attack from 
within his own ranks by saying 
he is “the most outstanding at­
torney-general this province, or 
any other province has ever 
had.”

T couldn’t disagree with 
anything more than with Mr. 
Bryan’s statement,” he declared, Ë 

Government members ob* f 
viously were shocked by their 
colleague’s statements, al­
though it was learned Mr. 
Bryan raised the matter pre­
viously in caucus.

It appeared there was little 
support, if any, among Social 
Credit members for the stand 
he had taken although most de­
fended his right to say it.

Angered by the embarras»» 
ment caused the party by Mr, 
Bryan, they may take a differ­
ent attitude behind the closed 
doors of the caucus session to-

Continued from Page 1

came in when he was about'i 
half-way through.

Mr. Bryan said he believed : 
there was a principle at stake , j 
that he could not sacrifice to K 
the interests of party unity. iH

The charges levelled against 
Mr. Sommers more than two z 
years should have been dealt jf 
with “without any concern fori 
political questions or party 
loyalties," he said.

*My considerations leave me 
with no alternative to an 
honest conviction that the at­
torney-general . , . has shown a , 
great lack of ability to fulfill I 
all the requirements of his high | 
post and should resign his®" 
duties in favor of someone who 
can.”

A number of party members, 
including Highways Minister £ 
Gaglardi attempted before Mr. 
Bryan spoke to persuade him to Jj 
drop the, subject of the attorney- 
general.

Mr. Gaglardi was closeted 
with the member in an adjoin­
ing committee room for almost 
half an hour.

At least two other MLA’s g 
tried without success to talk 
him out of it..

Mr. Bryan t>egan his speech 
with an eight-minute statement 
on Mr. Bonner's role in the j 
Sommers case, then dealt with 
problems of his own riding.

WÊÊBUBtÈÊÿBKSBM'
- .

only sign of discomfort was a 
redness that crept up from the 
back of his neck as Mr. Bryan 
launched into his attack. But 
he took several notes.

Almost all the members were 
in the House while the member 
spoke, and listened quietly.

Former lands and forests 
minister Robert Sommers, now 
Social Credit MLA for Rossland- 
Trail, was out of the chamber 
when Mr. Bryan began 

Continued dn Page 2

. .. BENNETT |
MORE CRITICISM

In this second part of his 
speech, he had more criticism 
for the government, specifically 
Mr. Gaglardi and Premier Ben­
nett.

He criticized the highways 
minister for deciding to build 
a new bridge across Vancouver 
harbor at Second Narrows in­
stead of First Narrows.

He said the premier should 
put into legislation his verbal 
assurances that revenue from 
the highly-profitable Lions Gate 
Bridge will not be used to sub­
sidize less used bridges of the 
Toll Highways and Bridges
Authority in other parts of the 
province.

Mr. Bryan, 45, is a formeru 
publisher of a weekly newss-fl 
paper in North Vancouver. He 
sold out his interest last fall.

He was first elected to the 
Legislature in the 1956 general 
election.
CAUSED HUBBUB

He Is the first Social Credit 
back-bencher to take a firm 
stand against the government 
on a major issue since the party 
was first elected to power in 
1952. >

His statement caused an im­
mediate hubbub among Social I 
Credit members.

More then * dozen et them

"



I Spoke - Br
eral should have cleared the 
matter up —one way or the 
other. He should have gdt it 
out in the open.”

Asked what action he 
thought ^lr. ponner should 
have taken originally, Mr. 
Bryan suggested a royal com­
mission inquiry.

The North Vancouver mem­
ber said he wanted to stress 
that in taking his stand, “I 
was speaking for myself and 
not for any association or 
group. But I also think I was 
speaking for many, many 
other British Columbia citi­
zens who have supported the 
government on everything 
else."

Mr. Bryan said he had-not 
consulted the North VancoU-| 
ver Social Credit Constituency 
Association before making his 
statement.

‘T don't believe the fassoci-j 
ation) members would expects 
me to ask for guidance on| 
such a basic principle as thati 
I described in the House."

Mr. feryan said he was quite! 
prepared to defend his standi 
to his local association at anyE 
time.

Social Credit MLA Mel 
Bryan says the thought never 
occurred to him that he 
might be kicked out of the 
party for demanding the res­
ignation of Attorney-General 
Bonner.

“I can’t believe the ques­
tion would come up," he said 
111 im interview after drop­
ping his bombshell in the

legislature Wednesday after­
noon.

“My remarks to the legis­
lature àre my answer to the 
question—I simply had to 
place principles ahead of an 
appearance of party unity.

“And I say ‘appearance’ of 
unity, because as I said, I am 
sure that thousands of this 
government’s supporters feel

exactly as I do on the ques­
tion.”

Mr. Bryan said he has 
given no thought to his next 
move.

“I got my own feelings off 
my chest, and I haven't even 
thought of what my next 
move might be. Naturally if 
the issue I discussed ever 
became the subject of a vote, 
I would vote exactly as I 
spoke today.

“But that doesn’t mean 
that I wouldn't support the 
government on other matters 

! in which the principle isn’t in- 
I volved. Only time will tell.”

Mr. Bryan said he doesn’t 
expect that his bold action 

I will result “immediately" in 
Social Credit MLAsother ___

taking the same stand.
He said he had received no 

pledge of support from any 
/other of his colleagues. In 
fact he had never discussed 
the matter with any of them More Funds Aske 

For Agriculture
outside the caucus room, Mr. 
Bryan said.

When it was suggested to 
him that his action might 
lead to the collapse of the 
Bennett government, and he 

want
The provincial government should double the amount ] 

it spends on agricultural development in B. C., Stanley I 
Camell (SC-South Peace River) told the legislaturewas asked “do you 

that?" Mr. Bryan replied em­
phatically “no."

Mr. Bryan said that it At­
torney-General Bonner re­
signed, it would strengthen 
the government "consider­
ably."

He said his present attitude 
toward Mr. Bonner's position 

I began when the attorney-gen­
eral ordered that criminal 
charges be laid In the bribety 
conspiracy case last Novem­
ber.

At that time, Mr. Bryan 
said, the attorney - general 

I contradicted hi* original 
I statements dismissing the 
I charges when they were first 
I made In December, 1955.
I “When the charges were 
(first made, the attorney-gen-

Wednesday.
He stated that only $1,800,000 

out ot a $274,000,000 budget in 
1957 had been allotted to agri­
culture—less than 1 per cent of 
the total.

"This is a trifling sum when 
viewed In the light of our tre­
mendous growth possibilities in 
the north," Mr. Camell said. “If 
It were doubled it would not be 
out of line with the importance 
of the Industry to this province."

Mr. Camell predicted that ex­
tension of the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway into the Peace 
River country would mark the 
beginning of a new era in the 
beef Industry.

“This railway is the key to
the future of our province," he 
said amid applause. "In days to 
come we will look back on the 
Peace River extension as the 

[turning point in our history." . |
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By PETER MURRAY, Times legislative Reporter

Premier Bennett angrily flayed the press today for 
“blowing up” the speech of a government back-bencher 
demanding the resignation of Attorney-General Bonner.

The premier claimed that similar attacks on cabinet 
ministers to that made Wednesday by North Vancouver 
Socred MLA J. Melvin Bryan had happened “many times’" 
in the past in the B.C. Legislature.

"I am amazed at all the head-
lines," the premier told repor- the people of the province by 
ters before he entered a cabinet "misinterpreting" the events at 
meeting this morning. the current legislative session.

“But I don't blame you," he "I’ve been in the House since 
said. “You have to sell papers. 1941, and this is the quietest ses- 
If I was a newspaperman I’d sion I've ever seen.” 
probably do the same thing.” The newspapers were at- 

Mr. Bennett charged further tempting to play up “little 
i that the press is "misinforming"

VNo Significance i
I Mr. Bennett said he attached , precipitated by Mr.
1 “no significance" to the speech stand was deliberate! 
a of Mr. Bryan. at the caucus session,
a That was the stand the prem- .. , .j ier took Thursday when he 0 6l ? ÏT'
! served notice he intends to try em,e'ed lagi.slatl,Y' 
land ride out the storm created »
I by Mr. Bryan without expelling tdgl,
I the rebellious member. 8 stand that Mr. Bryi
I The premier and Attorney- f‘fhtJ°hatt^c^? ca 
I General Bonner didn't at- Ut.?r « he wished.
I tend a government members’ It s a democratic it 
I caucus which was expected to Mr. Bennett said.
I decide the fate of Mr. Bryan, The premier said h<
I who said Wednesday the attor- ftept away from ti 
I ney-general should resign be- meeting by a “rush of 
| cause of his mishandling of the He denied that the

mus
Bryan May Cross Floor Later

Next move in the drama ap- 
I ipears to be up to Mr. Bryan or

freedom to say what they 
wished in the House.

But none of the four Socreds 
who spoke during the day came 
to the defence of the attorney- 
general, or had any words of 
praise for him.

Rae Eddie (CCF-New West­
minister) praised the “sincerity 
of purpose" with which Mr. 
Bryan had made his statement.

“The honorable member ex­
pressed the same sentiments as 
those from this side of the 
House in the last two years, and 
on behalf of the opposition, we 
concur in what he said.’’

any other government back­
bencher who may decide to back 
him up.

Observers believe that if Mr. 
Bryan does not get any support 
from his colleagues, or satisfac­
tion from the government on 
the issue, he may decide to 
cross the floor of the House 
later in the session.

His only comment to re­
porters after the caucus meet­
ing was a terse: “i am still a 
member."

As the government members

undsAske
riculture

things,'ivemment should double the amount 
ural development in B. G, Stanley! 
Peace River) told the legislature

,800,000 (■ 
idget inH 
to agri- 
cent otm

emerged from the caucus room,
Mrs. Buda Brown (SC-Vancou­
ver Point Grey) grabbed Mr. 
Bryan’s arm and called to re­
porters :

“Look we’re happy and un­
animous."

The corridors were still buzz­
ing about Mr. Bryan’s revolt, 
but there was little discussion 
of the issue in the House.

Two government members 
who spoke in the Throne Speech 
debate, Dan Campbell and Alex 
Matthew, made oblique refer­
ences to the incident by men­
tioning that MLAs had complete

n when 
our tre- 
lities in 
aid. “If 
I not be 
►ortance 
ovince.” 
that ex- 
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Responsibility'
Urged on Labor 
Management

2 Btrtoria Baity iliiiirg Friday, jan. si, isss

NORMAN
CRIBBENS

/N THE LEGISLATURE À Social Credit member urged both management
and labor Thursday to show more responsibility in dis­
putes that affect the welfare .of communities.

Dan Campbell, MLA for Co- 
mox, qited the prolonged strike 
in the pulp and paper industry I 
as an example where the in-1 
terests of the community] 
should be given more consider ] 
ation.

Some labor unions are guilty] 
of making "outrageous de- ] 
mands," he said.

On ttye other side, he scored 
the "piety" of some industrial- 

lists who show no respect for 
the responsible position of the 
labor movement in our affairs.'

Mr. Campbell said the ob­
jective of B.C. labor legislation; 
should be to keep men work­
ing, and he recommended some! 

| changes.
At the start of contract ne­

gotiations, he said, the govern­
ment, if requested, should con-1 
duct a vote among union mem-1 
bers to see if they would ac­
cept the findings of an arbitra­
tion board.

This is the only vote the gov­
ernment should supervise in a 
labor dispute, he said.

If the union turns down arbi­
tration, then they can follow 
the same procedure they now! 
have, but the government 
should take no part in a strike 
vote.

The first night sitting of the session turned out to 
be a light-hearted affair with some jocular bantering 
between government and opposition benches.

The storm created the day 
previous by a Social Credit 
member’s demand for the 
resignation of Attorney - Gen­
eral Robert Bonner appeared 
to have subsided, and the only 
reference to it was made by 
Arthur Turner (CCF-Vancou- 
ver East) when he said:

"I hope the government will 
heed his (Mr. Bryan's) words 
and clean out their stables.”

These challenging words 
went unanswered as a smiling 
Premier Bennett rose at 10.17 
p.m. and moved adjournment 
of the House.

rosecution
meeting with the Queen 
Mother Wednesday, Premier 
Bennett joined conspicuously 
in the desk thumpings that 
greeted Mr. Matthew's declar­
ation of independence.

So did Mr. Bonner.

Urged By MLA
For Crest Use

Esquimalt MLA Herbert Bruch 
said Thursday night the Vancou­
ver man who copyrighted the 
B.C. Centennial crest should be 
prosecuted.

Speaking in the legislature, 
(the Social Credit member said I 
!he admired the "ingenuity" of 
ithe man, Art Parker, but "I 
don’t like someone taking the 
centennial emblem and using it 
for his own purpose.

Mr. Bruch

Victoria, it seems, has no 
special priority in the matter 
of old courthouses. New 
Westminster has one just as 
old and even more antiquated, 
according to Rae Eddie, enter­
prising CCF member for the 
Royal City.

Mr. Eddie painted a charm­
ing Old World picture of court 
officials communicating by 
speaking tube, with a vener­
able gas lamp lighting the 
judge's desk.

“The most we can say of it 
is that it was built in the 
1890s and is still standing,” 
the member said.

Mr. Eddie had a word of as­
surance for any new mem­
bers who might be dismayed 
by the verbal battles in the 
House.

“We may be vigorous in 
our differences of opinion," 
he said, “but, by and large, we 
have a happy faculty for leav­
ing our animosities in this 
chamber, and when we meet 
outside we are good friends.”

Try as he would, Mr. Tur­
ner could not needle the gov­
ernment into an angry re­
joinder and the reason may 
be that, like the late Ernest 
Winch, he is too benevolent a 
figure to provoke anger.

"One of the successes of 
the Social Credit government 
Is that everything is bigger 
than when they came in . . . 
bigger jails, bigger asylums, 
bigger debts, bigger every­
thing."
And then he went on:
“It is reported to me that 

certain civil servants were 
warned to drop their member­
ship in the civil servants’ as­
sociation."

“By whom?" asked Provin­
cial Secretary Wesley Black.

“By hint," answered CCF 
leader Bob Strachan.

Mr. Turner went on to say 
that half the janitors in one 
section of the Legislative 
Buildings had been fired.

“That’s not true," said Mr. 
Black.

“Oil, no," answered Mr. Tur­
ner. "Nothing is true when 
the government doesn't like

provincial 
legislation makes it illegal for 
anyone to use without special 
permission the provincial crest 
which is contained within the I 
centennial emblem.

Something should be done to 
clear up confusion about use of 
the provincial crest, he said.

"Either the legislation should 
be relaxed so the crest can be 
used with discretion or it should 
be enforced tightly."

U.S. Metal Tariff 
Hit by B.C. House

Dan Campbell, tall bespect­
acled member tor Comox, put 
In a word tor juvenile of­
fenders. urging that they 
should be treated with sym­
pathy and understanding 
rather than harsh discipline.

"We do not blame our dogs 
if they cannot do the tricks 
we have not taught them,” he 
said. Why should we blame 
children If they fail to do 
what they have not been 
trained to do?”

A resolution introduced by CCF member Leo Nim- 
sick calling for concerted government opposition to a pro­
posed U.S. tariff on lead and tine imports was unani­
mously approved by the Legislature Thursday. 

I Mr. Nimsick’s motion said 
the tariff would seriously af­
fect the B.C. economy, and 

[called on the provincial gov- 
jdrnment to make immediate 
representations to Ottawa ask­
ing the federal government to 
take all possible steps against 
It

Announcing government ac- 
I ceptance of the resolution, At- 
I torney-General Bonner said an 
I understanding must be achieved 
I in both the U.S. and Canada of 
I the need tor free trade between 
I the two countries.
I Mines Minister Hier nan 
I pointed out that his department 
I had made representations to Ot- 
I tawa on the tariffs some months 
I ago.
I Federal

had assured him, Mr. Kiemanj 
said, that protests would be 
made to Washington.

(An Ottawa report Thursday 
disclosed that there was an ex-j 
change of notes between the 
two countries last summer, in

Deputy Speaker Alex Mat­
thew (SC, Vancouver Centre) 
lost no time in emphasizing 
the "freedom of opinion" per­
mitted In Social Credit ranks 
as exampled by Mel Bryan's 
attack on Mr. Bonner.

“Every member on this 
side of the House has unfet­
tered liberty to say whatever 
he wants to say and to fight 
for the rights of his constitu­
ency," Mr. Matthew said.

Back In the House after his

One of the quietest people 
in the legislature is Mrs. Lois 
Haggen, blue-eyed CCF mem­
ber tor Grand Forks-Green- 
wood, always a composed and 
intelligent listener to what­
ever is going on.

Some say Mrs. Haggen 
never gets mad about any­
thing. My guess Is that, if the 
occasion arose, she would.

retaliatory action might bel 
taken if the lead and zinc tar-1 
Iff was imposed.)

Mr. Nirosick said the situa­
tion created by the tariff threat 
is urgent. A number of mining 
companies in his Cranbrook rid­
ing are In suspense and can not 
plan ahead, he said.

Randolph Harding (CCF- 
Kaslo-Slocan) said there was

officials
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had assured him, Mr. Kieman 1 
said, that protests would bel 
made to Washington.

(An Ottawa report Thursday! 
disclosed that there was an ex-1 
change of notes between the | 
two countries last summer, ini 
which Canada suggested that! 
retaliatory action might bel 
taken if the lead and zinc tar­
iff was imposed.)

Mr. Nirosick said the situa-1 
tion created by the tariff threat I 
is urgent. A number of mining I 
companies in his Cranbrook rid-| 
ing are in suspense and can not I 
plan ahead, he said. |

Randolph Harding (CCF-1 
Kaslo-Slocan) said there was! 
much unrest In his riding over] 
the situation. ________
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member urged both management 
to show more responsibility in dis- 
; welfare ,of communities.

Dan Campbell, MLA for Co- 
mox, qited the prolonged strike 
in the pulp and paper industry 
as an example where the in­
terests of the community 
should be given more consider­
ation.

Some labor unions are guilty 
of making “outrageous de­
mands,” he said.

On the other side, he scored 
the “piety” of some industrial­
ists who show no respect for 
the responsible position of the 
labor movement in our affairs.

Mr. Campbell said the ob­
jective of B.C. labor legislation 
should be to keep men work­
ing, and he recommended some 
changes.

At the start of contract ne­
gotiations, he said, the govern­
ment, if requested, should con­
duct a vote among union mem­
bers to see if they would ac­
cept the findings of an arbitra­
tion board.

This is the only vote the gov­
ernment should supervise in a 
labor dispute, he said.

If the union turns down arbi­
tration, then they can follow 
the same procedure they now 
have, but the government 
should take no part in a strike 
vote.

aid.
should

should

Bob seemed to have all the 
equipment necessary for a 
successful political career— 
an affable personality, acute 
brain, good war record, excel­
lent “presence.” He began 
to move up in the ranks of 
Young Conservatives.

Then came Mr. Bennett's 
switch from Tory to Indepen­
dent to Socred. Not long 
after he achieved power, he 
approached his young friend 
and offered him the highest 
law office in B.C.

This was the moment of 
decision for Bonner.

If he accepted, it meant 
turning his hack on his Tory 
friends, casting aside Con­
servative principles and em­
bracing the abacadabra of 
Social Credit.

The glittering prize of the 
Attorney-Generalship was too

The current rhubarb in the 
House raises an interesting 
question, to wit:

Whither Bonner?
“The Case of the Aggravat­

ed AG” (as Erie Stanley 
Gardner might 
call it) really 
goes back 
about ten
years, when 
Mr. Bonne 
backed Mr.
Bennett in his 
a b o rtive 
tempt to wrest 
the Tor 
leadership 
from Herbert lieato 
Anscomb.

Both were active in Con­
servative affairs. Bennett, of 
course, was in the House; 
Bonner was- a promising 
junior in a law office headed 
by a one-time president of 
the Progressive Conservative 
Association of Canada.

Ü
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Flare-Up Starts 
Jobless Inquiry

The legislative com-1 CCF motion would slow down 
mittee got into a row at its first j the work of the committee, 
session today over what wit ! "Who’s going to decide what's 
nesses it should call on the un- a big company and what's
employment problem. little company,” he asked. “Why

A CCF motion that the heads call one group of companies and| 
of B.C/s large integrated forest, not others.” 
companies be invited to appear I Herbert Bruch (SC-Esqui-p 
was voted down by the govern- j malt) said it was not the pur- 
ment-dominated committee. | pose of the committee to “take 

Instead, the committee de- a company and crack the whip |
cided to call representatives of 
the industry such as the B.C. 
Lumber Manufacturers’ As­
sociation.

CCF member John Squire 
said the committee should “get 
at the root” of the problem by 
calling the leaders of the “seven 
or eight” big forest companies 
in the province.

“Unless we talk to these com­
panies and hear the reasons 
for their ups and downs, then 
we’re wasting our time.”

“These companies are part 
and parcel of the province,” 
Mr. Squire said. “As they go, 
so go we.”

! Representative associations 
could not speak with authority 
jfor the industry, he claimed.
! The CCF member got into a 
[hot exchange with Labor Min­
ister Wicks after the minister 
accused him of ^pre judging” 
the companies.

“The companies in the forest 
industry are responsible for un­
employment,” Mr. Squire said. 
"Let’s not be naive about it.”

Committee chairman Bert 
Price (SC - Vancouver-Burrard) 
pleaded that the committee 
should "try and avoid any fric­
tion over things personal or 
political.”

Mr. Squire said that unless 
the big logging companies “are 
prepared to regulate their work 
fbr us, will continue to have 
our ups and downs.”

He suggested that forest man­
agement licences should contain 
a clause that the companies 
holding them must try and 
spread their work over the year 
to keep men working.

On a motion by Mr. Bruch, 
the committee decided to invite 
the following groups to appear 
before the committee on the 
seasonal unemployment probi 
lem : s'

The shipbuilding industry anq 
unions; the B.C. Federation of 
Labor, B.C. Industrial Federa­
tion, Canadian Legion, Cana­
dian Manufacturers’ Associa­
tion, Council of Women, Board 
of Trade, Council of Churches

Trade Report 
Shows Drop 
In B.C. Industry)

Proof of the slowdown In 
British Columbia’s main indus-! 
tries in 1957 is contained In the 
annual report of the provincial 
department of trade and in­
dustry tabled in the legislature 
Thursday by Attorney-General 
Bonner.

The report shows that the 
estimated total value of produc­
tion in the forestry industry was 
$621,000,000, compared with 
$628,000,000 in 1956.

The falloff in the mining and 
fishing Industries was even 
greater.

Value of mineral production 
dropped from $190,000,000 in 
1956 to $167,000,000 last year; 
and fishing from $67,000,000 to 
$62,000,000.

Exports totalled $860,000,0001 

during the year, while imports 
amounted to $510,000,000.

great a temptation. Bonner 
accepted.

* * *
Had he thought the thing 

through, Bob might have re­
alized that any party built 
on an unsound premise, and 
without a political philosophy, 
could not long endure. Now 
the slippery descent is in 
train.

Meanwhile, a consummate 
political irony was unfolding. 
The Tories, deep in the mor­
ass when Bonner left them, 
"followed John” to the broad, 
sunny uplands of power. 
While Bob looked on, from 
the slightly declasse fringes 
of Social Credit, his old 
friends and colleagues (like 
Davie Fulton) were succeed­
ing to the highest posts in the 
land.

But now it was too late to 
turn back. The Tories were 
chilly.

It’s something of a personal 
tragedy. Undoubtedly, Bon­
ner will see it through. He 
has no other alternative—ex­
cept, perhaps, a few years of 
penance and a return to his 
position as a responsible 
Tory, which is his true role.

But the decision which set 
these forces in motion was his 
alone. If today his cup is 
bitter, it should never be for­
gotten that it was Bonner] 
himself who seized it.

Mr. Wicks claimed that thejand B.C. Research Council.
The committee also decided to 

hold another meeting next 
Thursday on the crisis in the 
Interior town of Femie caused 
by a coal-mine shutdown.

Interested groups and the 
company will be asked to make 
representations.

'Quarter Plan' for Schools 
Supported by Socred Member |

Proposal that B.C. adopt thej Brighter students would be I 
“quarter plan” of schooling was abie to move ahead more i
made in the legislature Thurs­
day night by Herbert Bruch 
(SC-Esquimalt).

Mr. Bruch said under the 
scheme " the school year is 
broken into four separate quar­
ters, with one of them a vaca­
tion period.

Vacations would be staggered 
throughout the year so that four 
classrooms would actually be 
provided by every three that are 

i built. •

quickly, he said, and students I 
who fall behind might be able | 
to catch up in one quarter in­
stead of repeating the whole | 
year in the same grade.

Mr. Bruch also proposed that I 
in rural areas the morning I 
starting times ' for different I 
schools should be staggered so I 
that fewer school buses would [ 
be needed to get students to | 
class.

Mr. Bonner s Dilemma
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Compensation Board 
Hostile', Says Eddie

II Administration of the B.C. 
Workmen’s Compensation Act 
came under fire in the legisla­
ture Thursday afternoon from 
Rae Eddie, CCF member for 
New Westminster.

“It is better to have a bad 
s* act sympathetically adminis- 
| tered than a good act inter- 
I preted by a hostile administra- 
| tion,” Mr. Eddie said.
1 “If the present administrators 
I cannot handle the act properly, 
Sr they should go. . . . There is a 
F great danger that the system 
F we have built up over the years 
jjf may be wrecked by those who 
| now have charge of it." 

j Mr. Eddie said B.C. workers' 
I were "deeply discontented” with 
I the present administration.
I "When this legisature passed 
I the Workmen’s Compensation 
| Act it never intended that any 
v part of it should be invalidated 
f on technical grounds.
3 "It was intended as legislation 
% for workmen, not as a criminal 
| code. Yet the present board is 
| concerned not with humanities 
Ç* but with a hard and fast inter- 
| pretation of the written word.

I
” "The present unrest over its

administration appears to coin­
cide with recent changes in the 

| personnel of the Workmen’s 
i Compensation Board. Most of 
I our troubles showed up after 
j these changes were made."
1 Mr. Eddie said the rights of 
Î* an injured workman transcend 
m all other considerations.

STRACHAN ON CIVIL SERVICE REPORT

Only Half Story Told
employees and 5,745 temporary j1 
employees on the government j 
payroll.

He challenged the minister to I 
file both categories together! 
again this year.

the CCF leader said, and did not 
include a large body of "tem­
porary” workers.

I’ Mr. Strachan said in a report 
year the provincial secre- 
had listed 8,866 permanentwere challenged Thursday night tary 

by Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan.

Mr. Black tabled a civil Rerv- Jk-,%j 
ice commission monthly report |p| 

j at the close of the afternoon jra 
sitting showing a total of 9,621 |y| 

i persons were on the government , ;j 
' payroll last December, 
j This figure compared- with 
jj 9,270 in December, 1956.

Mr. Strachan rose at the start i;|
I of the night sitting to charge S|| 
I that Mr. Black had "told only '-i 
|half the story." gJB

I
i The report dealt with only |9 

what are classed as "perma- 
nent" government employees,

Up-Island Residents Urge Speed
- ■ —- i ■ • ■In Building Northern Road Link

be started to firçd the best routeup-Island residents urging that 
the job be started now.

Representations should be 
made to Ottawa for federal aid 
on the road under the Trans- 
Canada Highway agreement, he 
said.

The road shtfuld be built from 
the present northern terminus 
of Sayward 100 miles to Port 
Hardy, Mr. Campbell said.

Highways Minister Gaglardi 
said in 1956 that surveys would

A call for faster government 
action on construction of a road 
link to northern Vancouver Is­
land was made in the legisla­
ture-Thursday by Dan Campbell 
(SC-Comox)..

Mr. Campbell said he would 
present to Highways Minister 
Gaglardi a petition containing 

than 2,000

between Sayward and Port Mc­
Neill, a distance of 50 miles. <

Mr. Campbell said residents 
in the area are "very unhappy" 
at the lack of progress, and 
want more information from 
the minister.

Road access to the northern 
tip of the Island has been made 
more urgent by the recent with­
drawal of Unions Steamship 
service, he said.

the names of more

I'f ’mr$m

!mm



RACIAL OR RELIGIOUS

com-

iji' ./V

i Board 
Eddie

Administration of the B.C. 
Workmen’s Compensation Act 
came under fire in the legisla­
ture Thursday afternoon from 
Rae Eddie, CCF member for 
New Westminster.

“It is better to have a bad 
act sympathetically adminis­
tered than a good act inter­
preted by a hostile administra-! 
tion," Mr. Eddie said.

“If the present administrators 
.cannot handle the act properly, 
they should go. . . . There is a 
great danger that the system 
we have built up over the years 
may be wrecked by those who 
now have charge of it.”

Mr. Eddie said B.C. workers 
were “deeply discontented” with 
the present administration.

‘When this legisature passed 
the Workmen’s Compensation 
Act it never intended that any 
part of it should be invalidated 
on technical grounds.

“It was intended as legislation 
for workmen, not as a criminal 
code. Yet the present board, is 
concerned not with humanities 
but with a hard and fast inter­
pretation of the written word.

“The present unrest over its 
administration appears to coin­
cide with recent changes in the 
personnel of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Board. Most of 
our troubles showed up after 
these changes were made.”

Mr. Eddie said the rights of 
an injured workman transcend 
all other considerations.

Socreds Against 
Discrimination

The Social Credit party stands tre) said in the legislature on
I “foursquare” against racial or 
I religious discrimination, Alex 
" Matthew (SC, Vancouver Cen-

Mayo-Type' Hospital for UBC 
Aim of Vancouver Legislator

Construction of a 600-bed paratively small expense,” he 
| hospital and clinic on the Uni- isaid. "And what is that expense
versity of B.C. campus was compared with the saving

human lives!’I urged in the Legislature Friday 
I by Social Credit member Alex
I Matthew. ! He said more stress should be

“I want this university hos- placed on the high school driver 
Ipital ... to be a provincial training course, and more gov- 
(diagnostic clinic equal in stand- ernment aid provided, 

ing to the Mayo Clinic and to 
other eastern clinics,” the Van- 
couver-Centre member said.

Mr. Matthew said the hospital 
could be of aid to every general 
practitioner in B.C. who want 
to refer cases for help.

He suggested the hospital 
would be a good centennial 
year project.

Mr. Matthew also urged the 
government to extend its Van­
couver motor vehicle testing 
program throughout the prov-

can be done and at

PREMIER 
LIBERAL 
AFTER ALL?
money all

been asking for 
afternoon,” Fred­

erick Sharp (SC, Vancouver 
East) said in the legislature 
Thursday, “but I am sure the 
premier will be liberal.”

Amid laughter * from all 
sides of the House, CCF 
leader Robert Strachan re­
plied:

“If you’re not careful he’ll 
be going after Lester Pear­
son’s job.”

• ;

More ML As Asked 
For Vancouver

■ does not indicate equitable rep- 
s I resentation.”

A redistribution of provincial j per cent of the registered voters 
legislature seats to give the , have only 17 per cent representa- 
populous lower mainland region I ^on *n legislature, and this 
greater representation was 
urged Thursday by Fred Sharp 
(SC, Vancouver East). | 74,107 VOTERS

He called on the government ! Mr. Sharp said Vancouver 
to appoint an "impartial, non- j East riding, which has 74,107 
political committee” to examine ! registered voters, has two mem- 
the redistribution question. j bers, or one for every 37,053 

Mr. Sharp said Vancouver registered voters.

Thursday,
Mr. Matthew said the Social 

Credit government has been" 
“accused of being anti-Jewish, 
anti-this and anti-that.”

This is not so, he said. In 
fact the government was the 
only t government anywhere to 
give this stand legislative effect 
by passing the Fair Employ­
ment Practices Act in 1956.

“And then forgot about it,” 
interjected CCF leader Robert 
Strachan.

Opposition members hooted 
at Mr. Matthew’s defence of 
Social Credit on the discrimina­
tion issue.

“Tell Hansell, “Tell Black- 
more, “Tell Young,” they called 
out.

Mr. Matthew raised the sub­
ject in talking about his Van­
couver Centre riding, where he 
said, could be found every na- 

p tionality and every creed living 
• in harmony and friendship.

Mmm

City, which has almost one-third 
of the registered voters in B.C., 
has only nine members in the 
legislature.

In other words,” he said, “33

best routt 
d Port 1 
miles, 
residents | 

i unhappy” 
>gress, and I 
ation from I

le northern I 
been made I 

recent with-1 
Steamship I

IForest Appointment 
Called Not Moral'

The appointment of former j 
I Chief Justice Gord&n Sloan as 
■timber adviser to the govern- 
Iment was “not a moral pro- 
Icedure,” Arthur Turner (CCF, 
(Vancouver East) told the legis­
lature Thursday night.

“It may have been a legal 
procedure but it was not a moral 
procedure, as far as the people 
of this province are concerned,” 

It. Turner said.
“An appointment of this kind 

hould have been referred to

the legislature first Before one 
man takes over the forest policy 
of this province, it should have 
been discussed right here in this 
House.”

Mr. Turner added that Mr. 
Sloan was “a most competent 
man who does a good job ' on 
anything he undertakes.”

Urging a better deal to pro­
vincial civil servants, Mr. Tur­
ner said the average civil serv­
ant’s wage had increased from 
$275 monthly in 1956 to only* 
$277 In 1957.

for public power 
the CCF member

In a plea 
development, 
said:

'Even the Liberal party at its I 
last convention agreed that the j 
Columbia River should be devel­
oped by public power.

“In the United States public I 
power is accepted by everyone. 
You don’t have to be a Socialist | 
to recommend it, for the capital­
ists themselves realize that pub- I 
lie power is cheaper than any | 
other power.”

At the same time, Victoria, 
with 31,502 registered voters, 
has three members, or one for 
every 10,500 voters.

The Vancouver East member 
also called on the government 
to launch a large-scale public 
housing development.
VICIOUS VISE

“Pensioners and people in low 
income groups are caught in 
the vicious vise of high costs 
of accommodation with limited 
income,” he said.

“Many times at the mercy of 
heartless landlords, advantage 
is taken of their dire circum­
stances.”

Turning to education, Mr.! 
Sharp said there is an urgent, 
need for the department to 
establish a “realistic basic 
standard” for equipping all 
types of schools.

He also urged the govern­
ment to revise its teachers’ j 
salary schedule used to com­
pute provincial grants to school 
boards.

The present schedule is “far 
out of line” with current sal­
aries, he said, and is imposing 
a serious financial burden on 
all school boards in B.C. I
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DECORATIONS 
UPSET MLA’s
VICTORIA — Tempers flared 

in a Social Credit caucus, over 
gaudy decorations on the front 
of the Legislative buildings.

The decorations, in green and 
gold, arc up to help celebrate 
the centennial year.

Some of the MLAs feel they 
are so gaudy that they ruin the 
stately appearance of the stone 
building.

v^v-w

of B.C.’a 25thTRADITIONAL POMP marked opening of the second sessioniftrtmnuan __ ormmnrr rprPmOnVictoria Thursday. "Before the opening cerem 
rted Lieutenant-Governor Frank R 
throne. See another picture, P. 17make the speech from the

Sales tax: $85 million
For BCHIS: $32 million

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—How a tax grows.
In 1954, B.C. Hospital Insurance was in trouble j 

because premium collections weren’t meeting hospital j 
costs. : j

The 3 per cent sales tax And the. hospital costs, accord-1 
provided $35,466,768 in ing to the public accounts, were.
1953- 54. $32,008,041.

But with the 5 per cent sales which meant that the sales! 
tax, it rocketed to $55,178,473 in .. , ,1954- 55 tax, wluch nearly everyone be-

Last' year it was $85,132,489, lieves is "the hospital tax," pro- 
and the government's biggest vided $58,124,448 for other gov- 
single source of revenue. eminent costs.
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Color, noise
— but no 
surprises

By GORDON McCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The fanfare was there.
The color was there. The booming guns were there. 

But the information wasn’t.
The second session of the twenty-fifth B.C. legis­

lature opened Thursday and the public and MLAs got 
precious little tip-off on what is coming up during their 
next six weeks of deliberation.

And today they'll learn ' • 
little more.

The sitting will be com­
pletely given over to the |
moving and seconding of :

Sommers sits 
behind Bennett

the reply to the speech
from the throne.

public already knew.
For instance, the government 

promise to match, up to $7,500,- 
000 contributions given to the

(ConUpued on Next Page) 
(See SPEECH)

VICTORIA (CP) - Robert E.
; Sommers, Social Credit MLA for 

Rossland-Trail, recently charged 
Thursday s traditional j with conspiring to accept bribes, 

speech from the throne, attended the opening of the legis- 
written by Premier Bennett ; lature here, 
and delivered by the Mr. Sommers sat immediately! 
lieutenant-governor, was a , behind Premier Bennett, 
review of what the govern- 
ment says it has done.

It included cheers because university. Last year the promise I 
Princess Margaret is coming this was $5,000.000 and the increase j 
year for the centennial célébra- to $7,500,000 was announced dur- 
tions and almost no hint of what jng the year 
Is coming up by way of legis-j The premier als0 a„nounced— I 

another thing already known — I 
THE SPEECH forecast that the that the PGE extensions to Fort I 

government would do "every- St. John and Dawson Creek will | 
thing possible" to alleviate un- be finished this year, 
employment. The speech said that the 900-

It forecast some changes in the page forestry report compiled by 
municipal act, which everyone former Chief Justice Gordon 
knew had to be patched up any- j Sloan will be laid before the 
way because it went through the: house and that “legislation will 
House too quickly last year. j be introduced to implement cer- r 

And it forecast a new education ta’n recommendations of this re- j 
act—which everyone knew about P°rt • • • ” 
anyway, because the government ; The speech forecast that the 
announced last year that it would four-lane highway from Whalley 
be revised. i to the junction of King George

APART FROM THAT, there ap- “ighway ar,d Trans-Canada would 
peered to be nothing. Som. oh- bf mCreaSed ,rom ,our lancs t0 
servers described it as among S1X' 
the dullest throne speeches yet— THE INFORMATION was not 
as far as content was concerned, new: Highway Minister Gaglardi 
not the way the lieutenant gov-1 has said before that it is in his 
ernor delivered it. I planning.

The throne speech said: "Cer- The Kelowna bridge across Lake 
tain plans to further assist cities j Okanagan will be finished this 
and municipalities will be sub- - year; work is progressing on the 
mitted to you.” Second Narrows bridge in Van-

Thi» may take the form 0f ! couver (due to be finished in | 
guaranteeing some bond issues.

BUT MOSTLY the throne 
speech reported things which the j

lennett began year
'$41 million in black

Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Premier Bennett under-estimated his | 
|l956-57 revenue collections by $46,246,773.

This was told in the public accounts issued to the | 
| legislature on Thursday.

And the revelation of the big under-estimate of 
1 revenue was coupled with another one.

When he began the fis- :
cal year, Premier Bennett | the province spent $80.365,346 on 
had a revenue surplus of ; highways construction — apart 
$41 169 868. This figure ' from toll highway authority 
has never been disclosed ! spending-and the throne speech 
, , complained that the federal con-

THIS COUID be a big reason tribution to il was on,y $7-385-219' THIS C , g . (This would be federal govern-
why the premier >= jhruggmg menl expend,lures on Trans- 

| off rumors t a e g v j Canada Highway construction.)
j.s m financial difficulties This highway expeDditure was

I
lf revenues are own doubled over the previous fiscal

present fiscal year, that revenue whe„ (he fi^ure was m.

surplus is there—or was there— gg5 ggg
to take care of it. j u CQst $32,008,041 to pay for I
THE PREMIER, as finance hospitalization, up from $30,548,-1

I
 minister, reported 1956-57 revenue 000 in the previous year, 
was $270,783.792, an alltime high. 1 The province's contingent lia- 
In the budget which covered bilities rose from $100,000,000 to 

the period he estimated it at $241,334,638. These are the debts 
$224,537,019. of the toll highway authority, the

I
 He put $26,622,409 into debt pacjfjc Great Eastern Railway 
retirement, compared to $12,272 - an(j ^e B.C. power commission. 
131 in the previous year. He They borrow their own moncy> 
reported the debt at $181.672,500 tbe government guarantees the 

with $72,328,588 put away to meet | borrowings and then does not 
“• , , . I show the debt on government

Current revenue produced $14,- books.
FI43.996 for fixed debt charges.

. INSTEAD, they are shown as 
THE PREMIER ^reported^a contingent liabilities and not part 

"" " of the government's debt struc-

The balance sheet showed that 
the government's assets are 
$608,107,000 against liabilities of 
$242,694,570. The assets include 
the legislative buildings and the 
highways.

revenue surplus of $6,812,505, 
which, he said in the public ac­
count, he put with $8,187,494 from 
previous revenue surplus to 
make a supplementary sinking 
fund installment (in effect a pay­
ment on debt) of $15,000,000.

THE PREMIER reported that

1959. ) ^
AT THE OPENING the House 

went through the formal 
process of naming Hugh

From Page One

SPEECH
Shantz, Social Credit member for 
North Okanagan, as Mr. Speaker.

It was only a formality be­
cause Premier Bennett already 
had designated Mr. Shantz as 
the man.

Official tribute was paid to 
Ralph Chetwynd, who was min­
ister of agriculture when he died 
just after the end of last year’s 
session. Members rose for a 
moment, and opposition leader 
Robert Strachan, CCF, added a 
personal tribute.

“A LIGHT went out in this 
HOUSE when Mr. Chetwynd was 
taken away," he said. "He al­
ways had a cheery smile for all

THERE WAS a formal cere 
mony of introducing three new 
members to the legislature.

I Elected in by-elections, they 
were Gordon Gibson of Delta 
(Social Credit); William Speare, 
Cariboo (Social Credit); and Ced­
ric Cox, Burnaby, (CCF).

Mr. Gibson was introduced by 
Premier Bennett and Attorney 
General Bonner; Mr. Spear by 
the premier and Forestry Minis­
ter Ray Williston; Mr. Cox by 
CCF Leader Robert Strachan and 
Arthur Turner, CCF, Vancouver

■
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IN THE LEGISLATURE
Lions Gate 
span made 
$733,222

;r-estimated his
773.
ts issued to the B.C. liquor profitider-estimate of

$25,048,630Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Motorists 

paid $1,696,081 to use the 
Lions Gate Bridge in the 
fiscal year ending last 
March 31.

In the vear before, they 
paid $1,728,245.

The drop was caused by • 
the removal of passenger 
tolls.

The profit was $733,222, which 
was carried into reserve account. 
The public accounts didn't say | 
so, but that profit will be part 
of the cost pooling with the Lions 
Gale and now-building Second 
Narrows Bridge.

IN OTHER words, it appeared | 
that Lions Gate users already j

spent $80,365,346 on 
instruction — apart 

highway authority 
nd the throne speech 
that the federal con­
it was only $7,385,219. 

d be federal govern- 
mditures on Trans- 
ghway construction.) 
hwav expenditure was 
er the previous fiscal 

the figure was $40,-

Tax adds
$3,413,865
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—British Co­
lumbians are buying more 
liquor and boosting the 
government's profit on it.

The Liquor Control 
Board made a profit of 
$25,048,630 in the fiscal 
year ending last March 31.

In the previous year it was 
$22,598,988

The figures are revealed in 
; the public accounts, filed Thurs- 
j day in the legislature.

THE PROFIT in the last fiscal 
year was made on $63,118,245 in 
sales to the public and $25,083,023 

I in the collection of licences.
1 In the previous year, sales to 
j the public totalled $57,814,264 and 
j $21,593,071 was collected in licen- 
I ces.

Substantial price increases 
were made in liquor prices in 
the fall of 1956, and these are 
reflected in the increased profit 
reported by the board.

BESIDES producing this hand­
some profit for the government, 
liquor purchasers provided an 
additional $3,413,865 in sales taxes 
paid on the liquor. This total does 
not show in the government profit 
but as a collection in the sales 
tax section.

During the year the board paid 
$60,141,527 for liquor stocks: In 
the previous year, just over $53,* 
000,000.

$32,008,041 to pay for 
lion, up from $30,548,- 

; previous year, 
ivince's contingent ba­
se from $100,000,000 to 

18. These are the debts 
highway authority, the 

ireat Eastern Railway 
3.C. power commission, 
orrow their own money,

1
‘rnment guarantees the 
gs and then does not 
e debt on government

are paying off part of the debt 
on the $22,000,000 Second Narrows 
Bridge.

Statistics
VICTORIA—Facts and figures1 

given in reports tabled in the ; 
legislature Thursday:

B. C. HOSPITAL Insurance 
Service, in its nine years of 
operation, has paid out $210,000,- 
000 on 2,132.000 hospital accounts.

It has paid $18,500,000 in grants 
for hospital construction and | 
equipment.

It has paid the bills of 1,900,000 
patients who were in the hospi­
tal for a day or more; and for 
510,000 emergency or short-stay 
patients in hospital for less than 
a day.

* * * /
B.C.'S 52 FERRIES carried 

2,165,751 cars and drivers and 
4,161,694 passengers in the year ! 
ending last March 31.

. The smallest of them all, a! 
rowboat on the Upper Nass, | 
made 789 round trips and carried | 
1,220 passengers.★ ★ ★

SNOW REMOVAL cost the 
highway department $3,470,446 in 
the fiscal year ending last March
81.

Gaglardi still 
in the lead
VICTORIA - Highways Minis­

ter Gaglardi is still the leader 
in cabinet expense accounts.

The public accounts filed Thurs­
day showed that besides his sal­
ary of $7,500 for the fiscal year 

Ending last March 31, he got 
$5,043 for travelling. In the pre­
vious year his travelling cost 
$5,151.

I AD, they are shown as 
Int liabilities and not part 
government's debt struc-

lalance sheet showed that | 
Lernment's assets are 
f,000 against liabilities of 
,,570. The assets include 
islative buildings and the

BE3
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denn<
shout

VICTORIA - 
bitter quarrel 1 
CCF Leader Ro 
House debated J 

And in the eij 
everyone peacefulll 
ter Lyle Wicks thJ 
ment and the meal 
lem” be sent to thl 

The premier I 
terly that Mr. si 
looking for a dogl 
have it."

And the premiel 
blazing red, replil 

“T h e honorai 
leader of the J 
cannot threaten 1 
minister of tjjis 1 

MR. STRACHANI 
up a nice neat schS 
the government siS 
debate on the reH 
speech from the tH 
start at the Fridifl 
sitting. Two goveri^B 
ers, William Spear^H 
and Gordon L. GibH 
had been schedule<B

—Photo by Charlie Jennings
Bennett, were all smiles as they escorted new speaker Hugh 
Shantz to bis seat as Legislature opened in Victoria Thursday.

WJTICAL RIVALRY FORGOTTEN—at least for the moment, 
(position leader Robert Strachan, left, and Premier W. A. C.
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erupts in legislature
—_________ '_____—BMP*>«UW—• 9 '

dog fightennett, Strachan 
shout across floor

By GORDON McCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The Legislature erupted into a 
bitter quarrel between Premier Bennett and 
CCF Leader Robert Strachan on Friday as the 
House debated unemployment.

And in the end, after two hours and one minute, 
everyone peacefully agreed to a motion by Labor Minis­
ter Lyle Wicks that the problem “of seasonal unemploy­
ment and the means available for alleviating this prob­
lem” be sent to the standing committee of the House.

The premier and Mr. Strachan quarrelled so bit­
terly that Mr. Strachan told the premier : “If he is 
looking for a dog fight in this session, he is going to 
have it.”

And the premier, his face 
blazing red, replied :

“T h e honorable the 
leader of the opposition 
cannot threaten the prime 
minister of this province.”

MR. STRACHAN had fouled 
up a nice neat schedule set by 
the government side that the 
debate on the reply to the 
speech from the throne would 
start at the Friday afternoon 
sitting. Two government speak­
ers, William Speare of Cariboo, 
and Gordon L. Gibson of Delta 
had been scheduled to speak.

‘Urgent problem’
Mr. Strachan rose to ask that 

the House drop everything and 
discuss the urgent problem of 
unemployment.

THE SPEAKER RULED his 
motion was out of order. After 
the vote to sustain his decision, 
the government prompUy intro­
duced the Wicks motion to have 
unemployment sent to the stand­
ing committee for considera­
tion. And from the start to the 
.finish, there was a lot of has- 
aeling.

THE POINT at issue was that 
Mr. Strachan felt that the un­
employment situation was so 
serious that it should be debated 
at once.

‘Hear it now’
The government agreed it was 

serious, but that the subject 
should go to the labor committee 
where—as Premier Bennett said 
—witnesses from both manage­
ment and labor could be called.

Mr. Strachan claimed the gov­
ernment move was to put the sub­
ject over until near the end of 
session: that the committee 
would not meet until then. The 
premier denied it.

Mr. Strachan accused the pre­
mier of asking Ottawa last Nov. 
25 to co-operate in measures, “to 
provide employment now,” but 
now that “we have a chance of 
debating unemployment, he 
wants to sweep it under the rug. 
Shame on the whole Social Credit 
government.”

THE CCF LEADER accused 
the government of deliberately 
holding back on Trans-Canada 
Highway construction.

HE SEEMED to have won a

partial admission from Premier 
Bennett later when he said that 
the province felt at that time that 
it could get a better cost sharing 
deal, and in fact had improved 
the 50-50 lead to a 90-10 deal on 

j some sections.
jl| “You weren't intending to jj 
l spend the money,” Mr. Strachan 1 
| shouted at the premier. “You \
[ were more interested in building |
| up surpluses.”

Like jack rabbit
'Once, while the CCF heckled p 

him, Mr. Bennett shouted “Wild, , 
wild 1 a n g u a g e.” And later, ; 
“There’s another hatchet man 
going.”

“You’re jumping up and down 
like a jagk rabbit,” he told Mr. 
StrachaB later.

MR. BENNETT claimed that 
only the B.C. Social Credit gov­
ernment, as far back as two 
years ago, forecast conditiçns to­
day as a result of the tight money 
policy. The people are going to 
see, he claimed, in the condi­
tions now that “genuine Social 
Credit is needed across the na­
tion.”

The premier claimed that the 
B.C. government has been doing 
a lot to help employment: PGE 
extensions, bridge building 
through the highways department 
and the toll highway authority, 
tremendous B.C. Power Com­
mission expansions.

‘‘But there is still unemploy­
ment,” cut in a CCF voice.

“HECKLE, HECKLE, heckle,” 
Premier Bennett snapped backT 
"See how unfair they are.”

. Division bells rang four times 
during the afternoon, the first 
one 14 minutes after the house 
opened. It was almost unprece­
dented.

Socreds solid
In all of them the govern­

ment was solidly on one side: 
the opposition solidly on the 
other.

And after it was all over, it 
seemed clear that all sides of 
the house agreed that unemploy­
ment should be discussed.

But the government wasn’t go­
ing to lose control of the political i 
ball by allowing a resolution to 
have it discussed. And, perhaps | 
more important, it meant that a 
lot of the discussion would be f 
in a little committee room in­
stead of on the floor of the] 
house.

Tom Uphill 
describes 
dying city

VICTORIA—The plight 
of Fernie, a city about to 
die, will get top priority 
when tÿe legislature's se­
lect standing committee on 
labor debates the unem­
ployment situation.

The government on Fri­
day accepted a motion by 
Victoria Liberal George 
Gregory, that the plight of 
Fernie get top billing when 

j the comntittee meets. 
j| Earlier, the House had 
j | agreed to send the general 

: problem of seasonal un­
employment to the com­
mittee.

Eighty - three - year - old Tom 
Uphill, Labor member from 

1 Fernie since 1920. was near tears 
when he rose and told the House : 

i "There are broken hearts in 
Fernie today.

"There is no place in the con­
tinent which is being hit as hard 
as Fernie is being hit now.

"THE PEOPLE have their 
whole life savings there, and in 

| a week they will lose them."
»! Fernie has. a week to live out 

the robust life it has and then 
__ things' will ‘start to fail because 

da the single mine is being closed 
and 400 miners will be out of 
work. It is the city's major in­
dustry.

I “FERNIE IS FACED with a 
I disaster which must be averted 
! if we can.’’ said CCFer Randolph 
Harding, Kaslo-Slocan.

Mines Minister Kenneth Kier- 
nan told the House that on 
Thursday he had communicated 
with the (American) owners of 
the mine.

"I have communies ted to them 
that they are acting rather 
abruptly in that they hive given 
no notice.”



CCF ask B.C. control 
of telephone company

* ’ Province Victoria Bureau '
VICTORIA—The CCF will seek to get provincial 

control of the B.C, Telephone Co. Ltd. because, it 
charges, federal control is “limited and ineffective.”

The B.C. legislature will be asked to pass a resolu­
tion directing that the government ask Ottawa to put 
control under provincial jurisdiction.

Notice of the resolution 
was put on the order paper

IN THE LEGISLATURE

Jail admissions 
jump 4,500

VICTORIA (CP) — A 67 percent increase in the] 
number of persons jailed last year was shown in the 
report of the inspector of jails tabled in the legislature.

In the 12 months ending last Marfch 31, a total of 
14,100 offenders were sent to jail compared to 9,630 in 

in 1965-56.
More than 10,000 admis­

sions were recorded at Oak- 
alla, an increase of nearly 
4,000 from the previous, 
year.

“This increase is made up 
partly by the growing number 
of teenagers who, for lack of 
adequate alternatives to delin­
quency and the deficiency of pre­
ventative services in the com­
munity are not being dealt with 
in time to avoid the necessity 
of sending them to prison,” said 
Warden Hugh Christie of Oakalla.

ALSO BLAMED for part of 
the increase was the present un­
settled employment picture which 
“has resulted from the influx of 
transient workers and adventur­
ers attracted by the growing 
cttfcs." v ; • - 

Warden Christie strongly urged 
provision for proper classifica­
tion facilities at Oakalla.

“THE WAITING-TRIAL facil­
ities which allow the mixing of 
the yoiing with the old, the most 
degenerate with the first of­
fender, and the addict with the

I Iron ore tax 
defended 
by Kiernan
VICTORIA (CP)—Mine, Minis­

ter Kenneth Kiemen Fridey de­
nied the B.C. tax on shipments 
of iron ore from the province was 
"discriminatory’’ against Japan 

He was commenting on an art­
icle in the Japan Metal Daily, 
published in Tokyo, criticliing 
the new tax.

The article «aid the Japanese 
government may be contempla­
ting counter measures by putting 
import duties on grain and lub­
ber shipped from B.C. porte.

“It is net a question of plac­
ing the tax against anybody,” 
Mr. Kiernan said Friday.

"We just don't believe that 
strategic natural reaourcea-in 
the case of iron ore one in 
limited quantity — should be re­
moved from B.C. without making 
at least some contribution to the 
treasury of the province."

The tax, imposed by govern­
ment order-in-council last Octo­
ber, charges an export tax of be­
tween 25 and 50 cents a ton on 
iron ore shipped from B.C. ports.

Friday by CCF leader Rob­
ert Strachan.

The resolution:
“Whereas the British Columbia 

Telephone Co. Ltd., operating 
under à federal charter, is sub­
ject only to limited and ineffec­
tive control by the federal board 
of transport commissioners;

"Therefore it be resolved that 
this house is of the opinion that 
the provincial government ahould 
apply to the federal government 
of Canada to have control (of. 
the company) and its subsidiar­
ies within the province of B.C. 
revert to provincial Jurisdiction ni 
order that the ratea and service» 
can be controlled on behalf of the 
people of the province by the 
Public Utilities Commission of 
B.C.

Why? how?
when? asks

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA - The legislature 

session is just two days old and 
already oppoiition members have 
U searching questions on the 
order paper.

The subjects range from high­
way costs to finances.

THE FIRST 14 queries are by 
CCF leader Robert Strachan.

Among the things he wants to 
know: The number of employees 
in the health department; the 
number In- the finance depart­
ment; what payments, if any, 
havp been made to municipali­
ties under the Liquor Control 
Act,

OF INTEREST to beer drink­
ers: Mr. Strachan wants to know 
how much the breweries charge 
the Liquor Control Board for bot­
tled and barrelled beer, and how 
much hotels and beer parlors 
have to pay the Liquor Board 
for it.

Mr. Strachan will also ask If 
PGE employee» ere covered by 
group insurance and what insur­
ance agent sold the policy, if any.

non-addict, must be replaced by 
a unit which allows fer proper 
segregation and provides a sep­
arate cell for each person,” he 
said.

Director of Collection E. G. 
B. Stevens also said the present 
facilities lor admission, obser­
vation and classification of
prisoners at Oakalla “are very 
inadequate.”.

IN ADDITION he stressed the 
importance of probation as a 

of treatment for offenders.means
"The new penology is not cod­

dling prisoners but is a sincere

■ Saturday, Jan. 25, 1958
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What cooks at Victoria?

y.x> mm

Frankly, Premier Bennett, we think 
he time has come for your government 

to give the B.C. taxpayers a clear and 
deretandable statement of the finances 

|*of.this province.
jThere are some important questions 

i be answered about the state of the pub- 
: pocketbook.

* » * »
How was it possible, for instance, for 

ur finance department to under-esti- 
ipate 1966-57 revenue collections by $46,- 
Î46.733? In your budget for the current 
fiscal year you estimated you would be 
starting with an accumulated surplus of 
only $4,500,000, and yet the public ac­
counts released on Thursday show the sur­
plus actually came to $41,169,868.

This is no doubt meant to be a happy 
surprise, like a magician pulling a white 
rqbbit out of a hat, and we are certainly 

^glad to know that the provincial finances 
ate in better shape than rumor, for want 
of a clear-cut statement, has been sug- 

’ jesting.
But we are more than a little concerned 

)ut your finance department’s inability 
anticipate tax returns. Being a few 

Tlion out is perhaps excusable. An un­
der-estimate of .$46,000,000 is quite an­
other matter. Or was this a deliberate at*. 
vupt to hide a financial nest egg where 
abbody could find it7

* * * * *

Further, the people who are devoting 
bo much time and effort to the province’s 
Bealth and welfare services are confounded 
by the discrepancy between the govem- 
ment’s current economy campaign and its 

I budgetary complacency, 
fe The women who are so vitally inter­

in Woodlands School for Retarded 
hüdren in New Westminster want to 
pw why, if the government has been 

..Sng money away, it has been necessary 
I <um children away from the school? 

Why is the economy axe threatening 
I the New Haven Borstal, the Provincial 

Mental Hospital at Essondale and the re­
habilitation program at Oakalla Prison

I
 Farm 7

Why are there widespread cuts in high­
ly department staffs? In some districts 
the lay-offs are said to total 95 per cent 

\ the men.

m

Our puzzlement over this situation is > 
Increased by the throne speech, prepared 
by your government, in which you under­
took to co-operate with national and mu­
nicipal governments to “do everything 
possible to increase employment and to 
assist those who, through reasons beyond 
their control, cannot find employment.”

We find it hard to believe a govern­
ment with revenue surpluses and pledged 
to help unemployment would be eliminat­
ing jobs.

» »
It seems probable the answer, or part 

of it, may lie in your report that $26,622,- 
409 has been put into debt retirement, 
more than twice the amount devoted to 
this purpose in the previous year.

But however meritorious this debt re­
tirement it hardly tallies with the govern­
ment’s failure to come through with its 
usual interim school grants, an omission 
that forced B.C. school boards to try to :,HH 
borrow around $3,500,000 for December
expenses.

It seems our anxiety to reduce one 
debt necessitated taking on a new one, 
for the education department has prom­
ised to redeem the loans to the school 
boards by an issue of debentures early in 
1958.

This also brings into question the gov- 
ernment’s oft-emphasized “pay-as-you-go 
policy.” Issuing new debentures for school! •£ 
costs when such big revenue surpluses 
were available hardly seems like pay-as- 
you-go.

* * * *

And the government’s interest in debt ; 
reduction raises another question. While 
the provincial debt was being whittled 
down the province’s contingent liabilities 
rose from $100,000,000 to $241,334,638. 
These are the debts of the toll highway 
authority, the PGE and the B.C. Power 
Commission, which borrow their own 
money and, presumably, will pay it back 
out of earnings. But the government 
nevertheless guarantees the borrowing.

* * * *

These are some of the things that are j 
bothering the people of this province, Mr. 
Premier. They are entitled to a clearer ‘ 
explanation of what’s going on. After all, 
it’s their money, not the government’s^

sS V-3
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325,000 FAVOR 
DENTURIST BILL

Approximately 825,000 B.C. citizens have gone on 
record a* favoring a bill making it legal for public den- 
turiete to deal directly with the public.

The bill will be presented League of Elder Citizens, and 
, 20,000 private citizens haveto the provincial legislature gone on record as favoring the 
by Cyril Shelford, Social bill, according to Mr. Smith. 
Credit MLA for Omineca. imrMranpiyMarTfjgiMMM

Jerry Smith, secretary of r.y-A
the newly-incorporated Deatal | j .'’Vi-ïffife*;,
Technicians and Public Den-
turist Society, said the figure •" ..ï’SÏM -vh/g*. •' 1 S-
represents the total number of
citizena who have Indicated i 1 "
their support of the bilL ' %$*■,■* . Ï

The 230,000 - strong B.C. ^
Federation of Labor, 70,000 
members of the Federated : B
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Gregory

IS®! ebate
Bonner also hit 
for avoiding duty

By GORDON McCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Former forestry minister 
Robert Sommers accused Victoria Liberal 
George Gregory of being “yellow” as they 
clashed in the Legislature Monday.

Mr. Gregory called for a probe into all forest man­
agement licences “to see if they were merited.”

Mr. Sommers, facing a conspiracy trial in Vancou- 
I ver, was the target of rebuke by Mr. Gregory.

The Liberal, phrasing his
1 statements carefully, said Q 
I he wanted to “congratulate u 
I the member for Rossland- 
! Trail (Mr. Sommers) on I 
I feeling better. He appar-B 
J ently was too ill in Novem-1| 
|ber to see his doctor."

It was an apparent reference 
I to the fact that Mr. Sommers.
I during a civil suit, had not visited I 
j a Vancouver doctor as directed |j 
I by Mr, Justice Wilson.

MR. GREGORY said he was | 
| sorry Mr. Sommers had not ap- 
1 peered at that time “but I am I 
f delighted that the honorable | 
I] member has the «pportunity at [ 
I last to have his name cleared."

“You'd better not goad me," Mr. I 
I Sommers said, without standing. I 

“I shall goad you and criticlie I 
I you as 1 please,” Mr. Gregory | 
I replied. g j ■

"YOU HAVEN'T got guts I 
| enough." ÿllr. Sommers said.

"The honorable member did | 
| not have thç. courage . . ." Mr. 

egory started, and then seemed ;

Mr. joaamers muttered under j 
wth, “You are yellpw, you |

I are yellow."

; x • >. Xi mS'Ê

"TI THINK THAT the decision
by Mr. Justice Wilson indicated |, 
who is of that color,” Mr. Greg- |; 
ory said.

(Mr. Justice Wilson had dis- i X 
missed Mr. Sommers’ civil suit ||1 
against Vancouver lawyer David j§j| 
Sturdy when Mr. Sommers did 
not appear.)

EARLIER IN the session, CCF K 
Leader Robert Strachan had ! 
criticized Attorney-General Rob- j. 
ert Bonner for his handling of the 
Sommers case.

"He has clouded the issue with 
the jargon of his voice — worn 
phrases and the ingenuities of 
legal verbiage," Mr. Strachan 
said. "He has identified himself 
and the government with those 
who now stand charged in the 
courts of our land.

"No matter how that court case 
ends (the Sommers case) the 
attorney-general stands convict­
ed as a man who put his poli­
tical duty before public duty."

MR. GREGORY CALLED for 
a "complete investigation” into 
the circumstances surrounding 
the award of every forest man­
agement licence.

Mr. Gregory said former chief 
justice Gordon Sloan, as forestry 
commissioner, had declined to 
hear "evidence of corruption in 
the issuance of management li­
cences."

"I.would say no matter what 
the outcome of the criminal 
charges, said Mr. Gregory, "Mr. 
Sloan should have a complete 
investigation to see if each one 
was obtained on its merits or 
otherwise.

Mr. Gregory was Critical. dE 
both Sloan and Mr. Justice 
Clyne, who resigned to 
Macmillan and Bloedel, for quit-1 
ting the bench.

"I hope that no more judges 
are going to leave no mat" 
what inducement is offered.”

m in■«

■'MM



TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1968

Continue

GIBSON MAKES DEBUTMENTAL INSTITUTIONS HIT

The name is the same, 
but the voice is changed
VICTORIA — Gordon Gibson spoke in the legis-

7B.C. economies cost 
25 years progress7

years of progress in mental institutions, charges B.CJ 
division of Canadian Mental Health Association.

“If the government goes on cutting back staffs of
I institutions, we can go back overnight to the position S 
| we were in 25 years ago,” " 1 1
I director of the association.
I * These views have been 

Sent to Premier Bennett in 
a protest letter from 
CMHA. Copies have been 
sçnt to every B.C. cabinet 
member.

j Details will be given at the 
j CMHA annual meeting Wednes- 
0 day night at Mental Health 
n Centre, Willingdon and Grand­
it view, Burnaby.
| “MEANWHILE I don’t think 
! it would be fair to publish the 
l[ letter until the premier has re- 
| ceived it," said Mr. Ward.

-, Protests açainst the govem- 
• j ment economies came to a head 
|i following a story in The Prov- 
I ince about institutions closing 
| down and others refusing pa- 
I tients.

“THERE IS EVIDENCE to 
| suggest that our entire mental 
| health program is coming to a 
§ standstill,” said Mr. Ward. “If 
^ there is no improvement in the 
^ staff situation, we will end up 
jj with a simple custodial system.”

The government ordered a 
five per cent staff cut in all de­

ll partments. Replacements for

said Jim Ward, executive

By DILLON
Province Staff
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MLA urges 
federal aid
VICTORIA (CP)-ïhe Federal 

Government should be urged to 
do everything possible to prevent 
the U.S. from placing a tariff on 
imports of lead and zinc, Leo 
Nimsick ( CCF—Cranbrook ) said 
in a notice of motion Monday.

Mr. Nimsick gave notice he 
would move that the B.C. gov­
ernment press Ottawa for action 
on the U.S. tariff proposal.

His notice said it was neces­
sary that the tariff be prevented 

j because it “would seriously af­
fect the economy of B.C."

Bv GORDON McCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The CCF called 
in the Legislature Monday for 
re-establishment of milk price 
control at the retail level. B.C.* 
now controls only the price paid 
to producers.

CCF leader Robert Strachan, 
voiced the request as he led off 
opposition criticism of the 
Speech from the Throne.

He did not enlarge on the 
reference. It came during gen­
eral criticism of the agricultural 
department which, he said, had 
not spent the money voted for 
it by the Legislature.

in

Flying Phil's 
plane repairs 
cost $50,000
VICTORIA—How much does it 

| cost to run the airplanes for Phil 
jj Gaglardi, the flying highway 

minister?
The figure has never been given 

|; to the legislature. 
k But here is a big clue: 
l It cost $50,196 just to repair 
| them in the fiscal year ending 
I last Marph 31.
j Mr. Gaglardi uses two planes, 
H one a Widgeon which lands on 
H either land or water, and an 
B Anson, which comes down only on 
H land.

‘Super-salesman’ 
peddles 3,500 
coins for $3,499

VICTORIA - Liberal Ar­
chie Gibb took 3,500 silver dol­
lars to the recent Liberal con­
vention in Ottawa.

He did it to publicize B.C.'s 
centennial and sold them for a 
dollar — paper money.

And he did it so well, that he 
was only oqt $1 on his account­
ing," Liberal George Gregory 
proudly told the legislature on 
Monday.■ning away patients and has 

1 on a waiting list; a new 
rses training school at Esson- 
le has bqÉf standing in p 
ar-finished state for several

RESEARCH SHOWS RAINMAKING
mittee, three wi 
ton.

On the comm 
J. M. Mather, 
man, head of tl 
public health o 
medicine; A. tt 
associate prole 
medicine;

NOT WORTH BOTHER
per cent is extremely small.'’ ■ I

People interested in nice I 
weather for the tourist seaMH 
had this sssurase^-'‘No r#] 

able estimate can lie formed lor 
the effect of aeedjta in regions 
outside the trag^M*.

“However. It is certain that if 
there are any net effects in a read 
of interest to interior agricultural

result of seedin* has been proved 
—the effects of seeding, if any, 
are small and undetectable.”

The rain target areas were 
around Campbell River and Pow­
ell River.

THE COUNCIL agreed, how­
ever, that the statistical studies 
increased rainfall and stream 
flow by something over 0.33 per 
cent (one third of one per cent.)

that the In-

Province Victoria Bureau
nCTORIA — B.C, re- 
irch council told the 
gislature o n Monday 
it rainmaking efforts in 
X produced little results. 
I was the second report issued 
the research council, and the 
ling was about the same as it 
a in the first report a year

(Caaba**

tourist industry Jand the"But. the
111 they areK in rainfall as a I crease
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or THE SIX UBC faculty 
members composing the com­
mittee, three were medical doc­
tors.

. '

MT

the same, 
lis changed
Ion spoke in the legis-e 
|he same Gordon GibsonS 
to know.
las a big and booming* 
t in a by election. ix

RMS®
MLA urges 
federal aid
VICTORIA (CP)—’Are Federal 

Government should be urged to 
do everything possible to prevent 
the U.S. from placing a tariff on 
imports of lead and zinc, Leo 
Nimsick (CCF—Cranbrook) said 
in a notice of motion Monday.

Mr. Nimsick gave notice he 
would move that the B.C. gov­
ernment press Ottawa for action 
on the U.S. tariff proposal.

His notice said it was neces­
sary that the tariff be prevented 
because it ‘‘would seriously af­
fect the economy of B.C.”

Flying Phil's 
plane repairs j 

cost $50,000
VICTORIA—How much does it II 

j cost to run the airplanes for Phil 
Gaglardi, the flying highway | 

1 minister?
The figure has never been given | 

j to the legislature.
But here is a big clue:
It cost $50,196 just to repair! 

I them in the fiscal year ending g 
I last Marph 31.
I Mr. Gaglardi uses two planes, I 
I one a Widgeon which lands on | 
I either land or water, and an | 
I Anson, which comes down only on jj 
I land.

Continued from Page One

HOXSEY TREATMENT 'USELESS'

mi
I ■■

Hoxsey
clinic
'useless'

By DILLON O’LEARY
Province Staff Reporter

VICTORIA — The con- 
troversial Hoxsey cancer 
treatment has been branded 
of no medical value and in 
some cases a menace to life 
in the special report of a 
six-member committee of 
the University of B.C.

Tabled in the legislature 
Monday, it is the answer of 
private on-the-scene in­
vestigation demanded dur­
ing uproar and appeals in 
the legislature in 1956, 
started by former Socred 
MLA Lydia Arsens of Vic­
toria, and continued in 
1957 by Randolph Harding 
(CCF, Kaslo-Slocan).

Of 78 patients from B.C. treated i 
at the Hoxsey Clinic in Dallas, 
Texas, from 1952 into the first 
6% months of 1957, the com­
mittee found:

That 32 are now dead, nine are 
dying or the cancer is progres­
sing, 18 had no proven evidence 
of malignancy, and seven had 
probably been cured by orthodox 
medicine before visiting the 
clinic.

There was one patient cured 
but with needless pain and dis­
figurement, seven were imoos- [ 
sible to follow up because of in- f 
complete or incorrfct records of 
them at the clinic, and four cases j 
were . inconclusive because it | 
was too soon to^redict their out' 
come.

IN THE REPORT was the 
statement that the committee 
encountered at the Hoxsey clinic 
many cancer patients requiring 
surgery — which the Hoxsey 
treatment rejects — and that 
such patients are in serious dan- 
ger.

“The delay occasioned by seek­
ing out the Hoxsey treatment 
may mean the difference be­
tween life and death,” the report 
explained.

|J. M. Mather, MD, the chair- 
I man, head of the department of 
R public health of the faculty of 
.medicine; A. W. R. Carrothera, 
associate professor, faculty of 

|| medicine;

(CeatiMe* » Next Page)

I Neal Harlow. UBC librarian;
I Prof. S. A. Jennings, depart- 
I ment of mathematics, faculty of 
I arts and sciences; George D.
I Saxton, clinical instructor, dept.
1 of surgery, faculty of medicine;
I and Prof. H. E. Taylor, dept.
I of pathology, faculty of medi­

cine.
Its members were selected by 

Dean John W. Patterson, dean of

(
the faculty of medicine of UBC.
He was acting on the request of 
Education Minister Leslie Peter-, 
eon, made in a letter of March 
19, 1957.

THE COMMITTEE by passed 
the possibility of an expensive 
long range study. It decided to 
visit the Hoxsey clinic and study 
existing evidence, including Hox-j| 
sey literature. Full oc-operation m 
was accorded by the Hoxsey 
clinic and Harry Hoxsey. the 
committee stressed frequently.

In assessing evidence and fol­
lowing investigations, the commit­
tee visited from July 21 to Aug.
3 last year four U.S. centres: 
centres:

“WE, A COMMITTEE of the 
faculty members of the Univer­
sity of British Columbia, con­
vened to conduct an impartial 
review of the Hoxsey treatment 
for cancer, conclude after per­
sonal investigation and a review 
of the documentary material 
that:

The procedures and the medi­
cations known as the “Hoxseÿ 
treatment for cancer” are of no 
value in the treatment of in­
ternal cancer, and the external 
treatments used have no place 
In modern cancer therapy.”

THE REPORT explained the 
. Hoxsey treatment rejected both 

surgery and X-ray and other 
radiation as means of treating 
cancer.

Instead, it relied on medicines 
or pills on internal cancers and 
burning salves — which burned 
out both cancerous and healthy 
skin and tissues — for external 
cancers. (The report referred to 
the salves as “escharotic treat­
ment — discarded as obsolete 
by the medical profession many 
years ago.”)

TO BOOST record of cures, 
the report gave this explanation 

c for the Horsey treatment’s claims 
to success where orthodox medi­
cine has failed: The Hoxsey 
method of diagnosis is so faulty 

' that many patients are told they 
have cancer when no such condi­
tion exists, then treated and told 

' later they nave been cured.
The chief testimony on Hox- 

sey's behalf is« not scientific 
evaluation or medical assess­
ment but the claims of his 
patients, said the report.

POINTING OUT that even skil­
led diagnosticians cannot con­
firm the presence of cancer with­
out the aid of biopsy (examina­
tion of suspected tissue) and 
pathological examination, the re­
port said: “The unsubstantiated 
testimony of apparent cures by 
eg-patients is without merit in 

: evaluating the claims made.” 
(Hoxsey methods ignore!

BS&

DESCRIBING the clinic as a 
large converted house without 
facilities for in-patient care, the 
report continued: The impres­
sion gained by the committee 
was of over-crowding and mini­
mal facilities.

"Patients occupied every avail­
able space in rooms and hall­
ways. The premises were clut-

vL„
tered. The clinic bore no re-*sj$ 
semblance to what one would H 
expect in a long established and 
profitable institution dealing with 
so large a body of patients. •

"In fact, neither equipment nor 
facilities were impressive.”

THE COMMITTEE was in-™” 
formed the professional staff 
consisted of five osteopaths and 
two medical doctors, but noted ||
"we did not meet any members 
of the staff who possessed thej 
degree of doctor of medicine.
Nurses on duty were not—‘‘as|| 
far as we were able to ascertain’ 
—graduate and registered nurses. S 

The report emphasized the re-6gjjj§| 
quirements for proper treatment^- 
of cancer:

An adequate patient history g 
taken by a physician. L__

A complete physical examina- 
tion.

A selected laboratory and X-ray 
investigation to confirm the clini- 

Iffcal impression.
A biopsy of tissue, wherever 

possible, with subsequent patho­
logical examination.

Correlation of all these find­
ings by the physician to produce 
a diagnosis.

After treatment, a carefully 
organized follow-up check on the 
patient over a number of years.

IN DETAILED discussion of 
how diagnosis and treatment 
could be measured by these 
standards, the report came to 
conclusions that in almost no 
regard were proper measures

im Patients’ histories are "grossly 
inadequate: — They are taken 
by unskilled personnel” and are 
almost entirely governed by "the 
patient’s own interpretation of 
his condition.”

Laboratory tests are usually 
^irrelevant to cancer.

X-RAY UNDER Dr. Donald

Watt, certified as a radiolog 
by the osteopathic board, ii c 
petent in chest and skeletal 
rays, but incompetent In x-ray 
of the gastrointestinal tract —| 
“the x-ray department does not! 
function as an efficient aid tofl 
the diagnosis of cancer ...”

Physical examinations of pdrl 
tients are "superficial and in*J 
adequate.”

"ONE CASE listed in the re'H 
port was from B.C.: "This! 
woman accompanied her hus-1 
•band who had already been I 
treated adequately for his can- fl 
cer by his physician.

She had no specific complaint 8 
but felt that since she was there | 
she might as well go through the |

She emerged with a diagnosis jj 
of "possible cancer of the heads I 
of both femurs,” and was given g 
the Hoxsey treatment.

"WE ASKED for and were j 
shown her X-rays. They showed I

absolutely no evidence of can­
cer.

A year later on her return 
visit she was again X-rayed and 
told she was cured.

This woman may well be con­
vinced she was cured of a di­
sease which she never had.”

From records of the B.C. 
cases which had presented them­
selves at the clinic, the follow­
ing were listed as referrals: 
"naturopath,” "friend,” "mem­
ber of parliament” and "senator 
in Victoria.”

Naturopathic magazine, and 
Hoxsey literature and radio pro­
grams were also listed as ef­
fective advertisers.

THERE WAS STRIKING evi­
dence that the legislature de­
bates precipitated by Mrs. Ar­
sens and carried forward by Mr. 
Harding had proved effective 
advertising for Hoxsey: of the 
78 B.C. patients attending from 
1952 onward, 27 of them came 
in 1956 and 21 in the first 6‘/4 
months of 1957 — well over half.

HOXSEY REACTION
Reactions on the Hoxsey can- 

j cer report Monday were varied.
Dr. Ronald Nash, associate 

| director, B.C. Cancer Institute:
“Although it doesn’t appear 

I to tell us anything we didn't 
IkÉipW, the report is fine; but I 
I doubt if it will do any good.” 
[He said "quacks” in this area 

»re doing the same things and; 
j "there are special types who go 
j there, those who have had all 
| the treatment and are hopeless 
land those who simply thought 
S they had cancer.”

Edwin R. Moxey, president of 
the Pure Food Guild:

I feel he (Hoxsey) is curing 
cancer and so do thousands of 
my friends. The medical pro­
fession will do everything in its 
power to stop it from being 
known. Medical men are busi­
ness men and their business de­
pends upon disease, not health.’1

Mrs. Lydia Arsens (former 
MLA who started the contro­
versy): "They are doing mar­
velous work down there. It is| 
a fact, they are.”
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ONLY PRETENDING POVERTY

Bennett planning 
big budget—CCF

Special to The Province

VICTORIA — A record $300,000,000 provincial 
budget is forecast for 1958 by CCF Leader Robert 
Strachan.

“He (the Premier) desperately needs something 
spectacular for this budget because he knows he is in 
trouble, he needs something flamboyant.

"It wouldn't surprise 
■ me,” Mr. Strachan told the 

.«BEL'- ij$ WEB| Legislature,” to see a bud- 
O get of over $300,000,000 

HsL just so the premier, in this 
Hg centennial year, can say he 

Em wiped out the debt.’’
I It was obvious, said Mr. 

Bjy Strachan, in the throne speecn 
debate, the government is cur- 

, t tailing services but he can't 
iJàjî* j j bring himself to believe it is be- 

cause the government has squan- 
■Q dered away its money.

Bj'l HE SAID the Woodlands School 
HU for Retarded Children is slam- 
HH ming the door in the faces of 
H children who need admission; 
r. that juvenile offenders — unable 

to get into proper confinement—
■ “are put among hardened crim- 
f I inals, facing a dread and blank

SHE future.”
EjH Government inaction, he said, 
B has meant "old people are con- 
H demned to spend their remain- 

ing days in the cheerless gloom
■ of third-floor attics."

1 AT THE END of his address. 
H Mr. Strachan moved the stan-
■ dard want-of-confidence motion.
■ It was voted down M to 13.

Mr. Strachan said the speech 
MËufsnSK' O from the Throne "said nothing

■ and said It well ... His Honor
■ (the Lieutenant-Governor I did a
■ nice job of reading, but its con-
■ tent was nil."

■VIJ THE CCF LEADER chided 
11 Premier Rennet for his partiel 
11 pation in the last fedetil elec-

"Ha neglected his cabinet du- 
I ties to go campaigning, but his
■ party barely held its own."

He criticised the government
■ for not giving bargaining rights
■ to civil servants.

THEY PROMISED H In «53 
H when they promised anything to
■ anyone," he said. "They should
■ have the same rigbta and privi- 
I leges as any other worker, an

j-fi appropriate relationship between

He acchaed the government of
almost pathological
•i.m " He aeilt the

fear of
He said the govern-criticism

ment was a 20th century edition
of Cato, the censor of ancient

'
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Bill forces 
magistrates 
to retire
VICTORIA - AU B.C.

Hoxsey report 
splits parties magis­

trates may be forced to retire 
automatically at the age of 75.

A bill introduced by Attorney- 
General Bonner in the legislature 
Tuesday would put this retire­
ment age in the Magistrates Act. 
It is in the Municipal Act now 
but does not affect magistrates 
in unorganized territory.

Other new legislation introduc­
ed by the attorney-general in­
cluded:

A bill fixing the. limit of will 
probations in county courts at 
$5,000. It is now $3,000; a year 
ago the legislature set it at $7,500 
but the act was never proclaimed. 
Now it will settle down at $5,000.

Where a person is missing, and 
a relative sbeks a court order 
presuming death has occurred, 
the one order will fit all legal 
requirements.

Formerly, an order was needed 
before remarriage,* and another 
to probate a will; another for 
insurance.

Deserting B.C. husbands 
may find cost higher >•

VICTORIA (CP)—Deserting husbands may be 
forced to pay as much as $75 a week for mainte­
nance of their wives and children under a bill given 
first reading in the legislature Tuesday.

The bill, an amendment to the 1948 act for 
maintenance of wives and children, upped the maxi­
mum a deserting husband may be ordered to pay 
to $75 from $40 a week.

The bill was introduced by Attorney-General 
Bonner, who also introduced another bill forcing 
the retirement of a stipendiary magistrate or 
police magistrate at the age of 76.

mSÊM
$12,000 to learn what?

that no report, however conclusive, would 
in any case influence the closed minds of 
the faddists who insist that the medical 
profession is in league with that mythical 
“they” to keep the “truth” from the 
public.

The event has proved us right.

At a cost which it says is “a little more 
than $12,000" the provincial government 
has found out what most people had 
known all along: that the Hoxsey cancer 
treatment not only is worthless but is a 
danger to life because It dissuades cancer 
sufferer^ from seeking the medical atten-

Plane needed 
better motors

VICTORIA—Highways Minister

tion which might save them.
If the government had paid less atten­

tion to the yammering of the cranks, that 
$12,000 might have been spent in forward­
ing the research of those thousands of 
dedicated men and women who are work­
ing, anonymously and for little pay, in 
laboratories and hospitals to break down 
the chemistry and biology of cancer. If a 
cure is ever found, it is they whff Will find

Last year, when the legislature com­
missioned the University of British Co­
lumbia to send a team of experts to 
investigate the Hoxsey clinic in Dallas, 
Texas, this newspaper pointed out that 
the ground had already been covered con­
clusively by the American Medical Asso­
ciation. It questioned the use of public

ment’s Widgeon plane.
“I think it would be that,” he

said.
He said stronger motor* were

put in because the craft was 
underpowered.

it, and it si



Paying the bill for airborne Phil
Does e minister of highway», and es­

pecially one proficient in "testing curves” 
with a car, need an aircraft?

The Rev.^and Hon. Mr. P. A. Gaglardi 
has two provided for him by the provin­
cial government. And some taxpayers 
have piarvelled at the coincidence by 
which his airborne work as Hon. happens 
sometimes to bring him at the weekend 
within easy reach of Kamloops, where he 
functions as Rev.

4s» * *
The government has never allowed the 

Legislature—and through it the taxpay­
ers—to know how much Mr. Gaglardi’s 
private airline actually costs.

However, it has now emerged that in 
the last fiscal year the government paid 
$60,196 for repairs to the aircraft, and 
Mr. Gaglprdi says he “thinks” this was 
for more powerful engines and new radio 
equipment for his department's Widgeon 
amphibian. The other aircraft is—glory 
be!—an Anson.

In addition to repairs, of course, the 
operation of two aircraft involves regu­
lar maintenance, which is expensive ; fuel 
and oil bills, which are expensive; airport 
handling charges of one sort and another.

which are not inexpensive; pay for the 
pilots—supplied in this case by Pacific 
Western Airlines under an agreement 
with the government—which is not in the 
day-laborer bracket.

How much these things add up to wel 
do not know.

However, that $50,196 repair item 
alone is slightly more than half of the 
yearly operating budget of the New Haven 
Borstal institution, which the provincial 
government is closing for reasons of 
“economy”—against the advice of every­
body who knows anything about the treat­
ment of young offenders.

That $50,196 also equals a substantial 
part of the money the government is 
"saving", by staff reductions in mental 
institutions — reductions which the B.C. 
division of the Canadian Mental Healtl 
Association says may wipe out the pro-"] 
gress made in the last 25 years.

» » » »
All of which raises a question:
Is keeping the Rev. and Hon. Mr.l 

Gaglardi airborne really of more impor-] 
tance to British Columbia’s future than 
taking care of its young offenders and, 
its mentally ill?

TREAT THEM ROUGH
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — A grand- 
I mother went to the defence 
I of good teenagers in the 
I legislature on Tuesday, and 
I said it was wrong that only 

a few bad ones can cast a 
I stigma on all of them.

Mrs. Buda Brown, Social 
I Credit, Vancouver Point Grey, 
|j didn't have too much to say in 
li favor of the bad teen-ager. If 
I he commits a crime, ahg said, 
J he must be pwâsü*.40 

But Mrs. Brown was "sad to 
I say that much of Uft good of this 
I teen-age group is taken for 

. . This province has 
ht to be proud indeed of.

this portion of our population.
“BUT LET ONE teen-ager in 

the community commit a crimi­
nal act, and all are branded and 
tainted at the same time. This 
small, percentage of wrong­
doers has characterized the 
teen-ager in the minds of many 
as an undisciplined mob, devoid 
of any sense of social respon­
sibility . . . This government 
owes to the present generation 
of its youth all the assistance it 
can possibly give to eliminate 
the stigma thrust upon it by so 
few of its members."

Mrs. Brown said that transfer­
ring juvenile offenders to beau­
tiful, new buildings won’t change 
their attitude.

“What will change it,” she 
said, “will be stricter discipline 
and plenty of work.

“LET THE WORD 'industrial 
school’ mean just that.”

She suggested that it might be 
time to put all correctional in­
stitutions under the attorney- 
general’s department. Some are 
under the health branch.

Youthful offenders, she told 
the legislature, must be *held un­
der strict and severe discipline.

“Our program of correction in 
the institutions we now have 
needs overhauling.” She advo­
cated a committee, under the 
direction of the attorney-gener­
al’s department, to lay out • 
program.
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BUDA BROWN JOINS CCF 
TO BUCK STAFF CUTS

f for the 
y Pacific 
igreemént 
not in the

mm
up to we By DILLON O’LEARY

Province Staff Reporter
.Pleas

tion for 1,112. prisoners ata-keat 
of $6,139,941, he said.

Jail staff in 1952 was 308 and 
probation staff 16; today the 
jails employ 798 and probation 
staff is 26.

FROM MARCH 31, 1953, up to 
last Dec. 31, staff for provincial 
"mental hospitals had increased 
from 2,115 to 2,796, he said.

Since Aug. 1, 1952, there had 
been 1,357 beds added to B C. 
hospitals, more than keeping 
pace with the growth .of popula­
tion, he claimed. >

MR. COX PRAISED the new 
Haney jail as a vast improve­
ment over Oakalla

pair item 
ilf of the 
few Haven 
provincial 
easons of | 
of every- 
the treat-

VICT0RIA 
against staff cuts at Esson- 
dale and Woodlands School 
were heard from both 
Social Çredit and CCF 

| benches in the legislature 
Tuesday.

Outside the legislature, Pro­
vincial Secretary Wesley Black 
denied reports that services have 
been reduced at Woodlands.

He had been misquoted pre 
viously in a statement attributed 
to him that there are no empty 
beds at Woodlands, he claimed.

"I said only that service has 
not been curtailed.” he said. 
"My responsibility is to the leg­
islature. and it is there I pro­
pose to answer.”

INSIDE THE CHAMBER, Ced­
ric Cox (CCF:Burnaby) a son- 
in-law of the late Ernest Winch, 
pleaded with the government 
against “foolhardy” staff reduc­
tions at Woodlands.

Mrs. Buda Brown (SC-Point 
Grey) joined him in asking the 
government to refuse to cut 
staffs at Essondale and Wood­
lands.

Prior to their speeches, At­
torney General Robert Bonner 
argued that the Social Credit 
government has expanded pri­
son, mental health, and hospital 
services.

HE WAS REPLYING to op­
position leader Robert Strach- 
an's accusation that the govern­
ment “penny pinching and

substantial 
rnment is 
in mental 
l the B.C. 
tal Health 
t the pro-

‘which is 
a fire trap and disgrace to any 
government” — but urged that 
more money to hire qualified 
personnel must be spent if Haney 
is to prove a success.

He said the “foolhardy reduc­
tion” of staffs in the various 
departments at Woodlands “is 
jeopardizing the existence of the 
school.

“We have a new building there 
which is only half occupied. The 
school is understaffed at present, 
and overworked.

“There is an average of 12 
employees quitting every month 
with no replacements in sight. 
The salaries are too low to at­
tract the right kind of help.

“It is not everyone that can 
stand working or teaching under 
such conditions. The worker must 
be very kind with children and 
also be prepared to accept their 
disabilities. '

"I am told that in some cases 
at Woodlands School it takes up 
to one and a half hours to feed 
a child. When you consider there 
are close to 300 children in this 
category, the need for more help 
is justified."

New Haven 
move set 
says A.G.
VICTORIA—Plans to relocate 

the New Haven Borstal School in 
Haney are “almost decided”, At­
torney-General Bonner said Tues­
day.

The Province earlier predicted 
the Burnaby institution would 
close and the facilities move to 
the Haney jail.

Mr. Bonner, in an interview 
outside the Legislature, said the 
move is being considered because 
of better training facilities in the 
new jail.

However, he made it clear the 
new Borstal Home would not be 
located in the jail.

Plans are to place it a mile or 
so away so the New Haven in­
mates would be in easy aceess to 
the jail classrooms.

“I doubt that any technical 
college in the country has better 
training facilities,” Mr. Bonner 
said.

HE INSISTED that this was 
not to be construed as a govern­
ment decision to close down the 
New Haven institution which is 
a no - wall and dormitory - type 
training school for specially se­
lected prisoners.
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IGHWAY FIGURES QUERIED

$12,000 in travel costs 
—and no names givenAnd.. wt 

still need 
a bridge

VICTORIA — Who used nearly $12,000 worth of 
travel tickets and hotel accommodation on behalf of 
the department pf highways?

Where did they go? And
when? And why? *1,1«T to B.C. Air Lines; *1.730

CCF members of the leg- to money's Travel Service; *2,972 
Islature are going to call to Canadian Pacific Airlines; 
for vouchers in the unex- *Ltll to the CPR; $i.ss9 to 
plained expenses listed in Pacific Western Airlines; *1.807 
the department of high- S».T«i»C«ada Atrhnes

And the department paid *1.19» 
„ _ to Hotel Vancouver — again un-

The public accounts hst every ^ ..penses,
employee of ^ government and ^ ccp u ^ u, „li for 
what he spec* for travelling. fho voucher, in the public 

But at the end of the section ,crounlI committee, 
dealing with the department of ,T HOPES names can be 
highways employees, the record coupled with the expenses, 
says there are additional travel other departments also list 
Hag expenses which have not unallocated travel expenses, 
been allocated. Presumably that The health department, for 
means allocated against a depart- instance, paid *MM to Pacific 
mental name. Western Airlines, lus to Cana-

THEN WHO SPENT the un- diaa Pacific Airlines, *1.237 to 
allocated expenditures including B.C. Airlines and *1,4*5 to TCA.

By GORDON MeCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA —Social 
Credit rebel Mel Bryan 
accused Highways Minister 
Phil Gaglardi on Wednes­
day of wasting another 
year without planning an­
other bridge at First Nar­
rows over Burrard Inlet.

He refused to accept the gov­
ernment's explanation, he said, 
that the now-building Second 
Narrows bridge would relieve 
congestion on First Narrows.

Surveys, he said, have shown 
that the vast majority of cars 
crossing Lions Gate ire travel­
ling between points west of Lons­
dale ia North Vancouver and west 
aI Main in Vancouver.

“IT WOULD BE wishful think­
ing to say that people are going 
to drive U or 15 miles nut el 
their way In cross Burrard Inlet 
en their way to work (by using j 
Sndtof) Narrows)- he said.

I Mr. Bryaa complained, too.
! that he only had Premier Ben­
nett's assurance that Liens Gate 
profits would not be used to mb-1

VICTO 
Credit cau 
after Mel I 
MLA, broil 
of Attorn!

In an I

Can’t work 
from chair 
—Gaglardi

his handlini 
ner to get | 
his job.

When
would maM 
the door nJ 

But he I 
everyone w 
next: whel 
tend the Tl 
of Social (J 

And Social 
to be work! 
two separatl 

ONE SAyI 

made the ■ 
lature, but I 
to have docl 

And the I 
feels that il 
faith in onel

weve
ever had'Province Victor!* Bureau

VICTORIA—Flying Phil Gag-
lardi's department of highways
airplane cost *50,196 to equip Premier Bennett voiced 

his strongest praise to date 
for Attorney-General 
Robert Bonner when he 
was told, in Vancouver, of 
Mr. Bryan’s demand for 
Mr. Bonner’s resignation.

The premier called Mr. Bee-

with new motors and radio and
another *20.539 to operate in thewanted K in legislative writing.
last fiscal year.

But the minister of highways“Brieve me. Mr. Speaker.
Wednesday stoutly defended the

Narrows bridge) of the plane, the purchase
of the new equipment.and the
jab he felt he is doing for the

ney-geeenl this province or anyhighway departmert.
“I have to visit 52 major

its hordes ofCate bridge places le B.C.. and there are “I COULDN’T disagree with
only 51 weeks in the year.

Bryan's statement" he mid ro-
Gate bridge is to the there if the

with an airplane:is dearly-C. tag simply Governor's home after the others,
a tea for the Queen Mother.'if the government says I

I can't have an airplane, well all
the de­right but you can t

“It is my 
the attorn 
shown a grl 
fulfill an tH 
high post J 
duties in la 
can.” I 

His speeJ 
ment side I 
many of tl 
was comini 

There hi 
appeals to I

partmeut of highways from a

*U*uFT. and
an Vic-

floor of the

bridge is dning

Créditer speech.
’» speech;

't/mind him rock­
ing the host, but he doesn't
have to

_____
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caucus
MLAs

Resign, Bonner 
told in House

By GORDON McCALLUM
Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — A full-scale row in the Social 
Credit caucus appeared to be building for today 
after Mel Bryan, diminutive North Vancouver 
MLA, broke ranks and demanded the resignation 
of Attorney-General Bonner.

In an all-out criticism of the attorney-general for 
his handling of the Sommers case, he invited Mr. Bon­
ner to get out and make room for someone who can do 
his job.

When he finished his speech, many thought he 
would make the traditional move and leave through 
the door normally used by the opposition.

But he didn’t, and now 
everyone wonders what is 
next: whether he will at­
tend the Thursday caucus 
of Social Credit members.

And Social Créditera seemed 
to be working themselves into 
two separate groups:

ONE SAYS he shouldn't have 
made the attack In the legis­
lature, but will defend his right 
to have done so;

And the second group which 
feels that if Mr. Bryan has no 
faith in one member of the gov­
ernment, then be has no faith In 
the others, and he has no al- 

,tentative but quit the group.
MR. BRYAN -SAID:
“It is my honest conviction that 

the attorney - general ... has 
shown a great lack of ability to 

j fulfill all the requirements, of his 
I high post and should resign his 
I duties in favor of some one who 
1 can."
I His speech stunned the govern- 
1 ment side of the House, although 
j many of the members knew it 
I was coming.
I There had been last-minute 
I appeals to him not to make the J

Continued from Page One

BONNER BATTLEPREMIER BENNETT was not £ 
in the House; he was in Vancou- I 
ver to meet the Queen Mother. ' 
So was CCF leader Robert j 
Strachan.

When Mr. Bryan finished 
his speech, the whole House 
waited to see if be would leave 
the House by the door normally 
used by the opposition side.

He didn't. He just sat down, 
white-faced, and for a time held 
bis head in his left hand.

TWENTY MINUTES later he 
left the House, and to reporters 
said, “I have said every word I 
am going to say.”

The North Vancouver publisher 
was not at the caucus of Social 
Créditera just before the House 
opened. And he had apparently 
tried to screen his intentions.

A polling of Social Credit 
members after the sitting 
brought this unofficial result:

OTHERS in the Social Credit 
caucus feel as Mr. Bryan does, 
and have said so.

But no-others are prepared to 
I join him in publicly criticizing

:
Mr. Bonner on the floor of the . ing a few notes as Mr. Bryan 
House. talked but the red could be seen

THIS IS THE third session in creeping up over his balding 
a row that the Sommers case head.
has put the House into the head- And just after he finished, 

Health Minister Eric Martin, un­
able to contain himself any 
longer, got to the corridor and 
told a friend, “some people are 
mired in their own slime.”

Mr. Bryan was applauded from 
both side of the House. But from 
the government side it was weak. 
The Opposition pounded the; 
desks vigorously, but not as much ‘ 
as home observers had expected. ; 

MR. BRYAN’S move, without

lines.
At the 1956 session, Robert 

Sommers, then forestry minister, 
resigned under fire on the ques­
tion of forest management 
licences.

Last year, while his civil suit 
against Vancouver lawyer David 
Sturdy was still pending, he was 
again under fire; he is now a 
private member.

And now it has started all over j 
again this year, while Mr. Som- definitely going to the Opposition, 
mers faces a conspiracy trial in puts him in a difficult position: 
Vancouver. I He has said that the attorney-

MR. BONNER sat stonily tak- general is not doing his* job and

(Continued on Next Page) 
(See BONNER)

Page 35.

_______
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MEL BRYAN 
. bowed hie head! Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Mel Bryan, 
ptem critic of Attorney- 
General Bonner in the 
..legislature said late Wed-

Inesday—he. had given no 
tMBgnt to quitting the 
Social Credit party.

‘'{ haven’t even thought of It.” 
he laid in an interview *in his 
motel suite late Wednesday when 
asked if he had planned hia next 
move. .

The 45 - year - old member for 
North Vancouver said ha fully 
realized the importance Of a 
Social Credit tkckbencher criti­
cizing a government member.

"I thought

From Page One

breakaway of the members im­
mediately. Only time will tell."

WOULD His SPEECH weaken 
the government?

"I think If Bonner resigned R 
would strengthen the govern­
ment considerably," he said.

But he admitted seeing little

BUT HE SAID 
about It and thought about it and 
finally I had to say something."

Hr. Bryan stoutly refused to 
say whet discussions were held in 
Social Credit caucus before he 
went loto the legislature.

But it appeared that for several 
days he had taken up'the question 
of Mr. Bonner's handling of the 
Sommers’ case and went to the 
legislature itself when he didn’t 
get satisfaction in the caucus.

"I got my feelings off my chest, 
he said.

“NATURALLY. If the issue on 
which 1 spoke ever became the 
subject of a vota, I would vote 
exactly aa I spoki today.

“But that doesn't mean 1 
wouldn't support the government 
on other matters in which this 
principle isn’t involved."

In a further extension of his 
viewpoint he said "tfee thought 
has never occurred ta me", when 
asked whether he feared he might 

| he expelled from Sodsd Credit.
“1 can’t believe the question

possibility that this would hap­
pen.

HE HAD ACCEPTED the at­
torney-general's explanation for 
not releasing the RCMP “Butler 
report" on the charges against
Mr. Sommera, he said. He still 
accepts Mr. Bonner’s view that 
the report should not be released 
because police reports on citi- 
—' are made public only insens are made public only in 
"police states."

In reviewing his reaction to 
the attorney-general’s handling 
of the Sommers-Sturdy case, he 
had changed his mind about how 
Mr. Bonner should have pro­
ceeded when details of ' the 
charges were disclosed to the 
attorney-general in December, 
1955.

“HE SHOULD HAVE cleaned 
the matter up one way or tin 
other," said Bryan. “He should 
have called a judicial inquiry

would come up,” he said.
Had he consulted hie contitu- 

ency association?
NO. HE ADMITTED. But' he 

had spoken on "an issue of 
principle,” such es he was elected

two yean ago.

lut he would be ready and wil-
before his consti-

ition of North Ven­
te explain his action.

who hId other

speeches?
T HAVE NEVER.

this with any members bis dul
metis," he said.

he have any pledges of
support?
. "°h. « no,” he said. ”1]

any general

'■ -V v
. V i';

—

■teg!
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MEL BRYAN DEMANDS

'Attorney-general 
should resign duties

Resignation of Attorney- 
General Robert Bonner for 
his “great lack of ability 
to fulfill all the require­
ments of his high post” in 
connection with the Som­
mers case was demanded 
in the legislature Wednes­
day by Mel Bryan (Socred, 
North Vancouver).

Fuir text of that portion 
of Mr. Bryan’s address fol­
lows:

I have several matters to dis­
cuss concerning my riding but 
before doing that I wish to ad­
dress myself to one of the major 
issues facing the people of this 
province today.

I want to speak about a ques­
tion that has been causing ex­
treme concern to people not only 
in my riding but to people 
throughout B.C.

I want to make it clear that I 
am not dealing with or comment­
ing on the details of a case be­
fore the court.

OVER TWO YEARS AGO, 
statements were made concern­
ing the operation of our great 
forest industry and the govern­
ment of this province. They 
were given wide publicity. They 
led eventually to the resignation 
of a minister from the cabinet, 
and a veritable storm of public 
controversy, court actions and 
counter-actions.

It is not my intention to dis­
cuss the allegations, although 
they are now part of public 
record. The chain of subsequent 
developments led to charges 
which are now being adjudi­
cated — where thousands of Brit­
ish Columbians felt they should 
have been adjudicated a long 
time ago, in the courts of our 
land. The outcome of this case 
has absolutely no bearing on 
what I have to say.

WHAT CONCERNS the people 
of this province, and has con­
cerned them with greater inten­
sity as time went on has been 
the unsatisfactorily explained 
delay in resolving this issue on 
the part of the minister charged 
with law enforcement and with 
maintaining the legal dignity of 
this government.

Says principles 
at stake

fundamental issue that should 
have been dealt with without any 
concern for political questions or 
party loyalties.

The people of this province 
have been assured ever since 
1952 that the government they 
now place their trust in repre­
sents something new, clean and 
sincere. A new concept of gov­
ernment, totally unlike the pre­
vious administrations in this 
province.

I believe, generally, the people 
charged with

stubborn reluctance to forego his 
apparent belief that it wasn’t 
necessary to establish Caesar's 
wife above suspicion—riot until 
developments threatened Caesar 
himself.

THIS IS A GRAVE moment 
for me, Mr. Speaker. It is one I 
have reached only after the most 
serious consideration, both for 
the government I have supported 
and for my own position.

My considerations leave me 
with no alternative.

It is my honest conviction that,

the attorney - general of this 
province has shown a great lack 
of ability to fulfill all the require­
ments of his high post and should 
resign his duties in favor of some j 
one who can.

• '
governing our 

province today have shown a 
realization of this different con­
cept of government, shown it 
with a vigor and progressiveness 
that is reflected in the great 
strides taken forward by our 
economy.

But, I must insist Mr. Speaker 
that the manner in which the 
attorney-general failed signifi­
cantly to deal with an issue in-1 
volving a cabinet minister and 
the government itself, has placed 
a serious strain on the respect 
and support that this govern­
ment has generally deserved.

‘/ believed 
the assurances’

HERE WAS

______
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PRISON
ECONOMY
SCORED

A blistering, t h.re e - 
pronged attack on provin­
cial government economies 
in prison and welfare sys­
tems was made in Vancou­
ver Thursday.

1 • Magistrate Roderick
J Haig-Çrown, of Campbell 
1 River said the cuts were 
| "approaching criminal mis- 

management.” He urged 
E people to write tç their 
| MLA’s.

# Lawyer Tom Norris, Q.C., 
president o( the Borstal Associa­
tion of B.C., quoted a report say­
ing: "To collect all prisoners 
under II. and confine them in a 
corner of a large jail and call the 
result a Borstal institution is a 

! sham and pretence, a piece of

John Howard Society! 
to Attorney - General 

to take a second look | 
st decisions he has an­

ti MOVES THAT came in 
i juost criticism were closure 

at Nelson and Prince 
the transfer of New 

Borstal on Southeast 
in Burnaby to thé new 
Correctional Institution,

I Staff cuts at Oakalla Prison

istrate Haig - Brown said I 
I anyone with the slightest con-1 
I cern for the welfare of B.C. ‘ 
I moat be deeply shocked at news I 
1of the impending cuts.

"Talk of cutbacks and econo-1 
lies at the present stage is | 

governmental incompet-1 
he,

5 long succession I 
■. years the provinee I 
It argues something I 

ling criminal misman-1 
of public affairs—or gj

Province Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA - The legislature 

^Unanimously asked Ottawa to try 
to stop the U.S. from tariffing 
Canadian lead and zinc out of 
the U.S. market.

The motion was introduced 
Thursday by Leo Nimsick (CCF, 
Cranbrook) and quickly agreed 
to by the government, through 
attorney-general Robert Bonner. 

8 Bill Asselstine (S.C., Atli), 
I accused U.S. members of the 
| United Union of Mine, Mill and 

Smelter Workers of trying to 
,j. ‘‘put their Canadian brothers out 
taf work in B.C.—by lobbying in 
I Washington for increased tar- 
I Ms.”
a The tariff threat, he said, 
i already has closed one mine in 
| his riding. (See Canada warns, 
g”|>age 15.)

‘ON1Y half story’

Strachan challenges 
number on payroll

From Page One

WELFARE
H cynical

(See (
Next Psge)

___ disregard for humane
5-, considerations in the hope of a 
H temporary political advantage."
H Mr. Norris said the proposed 
1 move of New Bave# would mean 
Kg the end of the Borstal system,

Hi one of the high points of Cana- 
__dian penal reform.

1
"The experts are institutional­
ization mad. They believe all ■ 
boys can be put into little strait- j™ 
H jackets and trained to conforta.

The individual approach will be 
| lost."

MR. NORRIS said the attor- 
JH ney-general had said the Haney 
M workshops were much better.
™i "Trade training ia only an in- 

I cident in the Borstal program."
] he said. “We are trying to reach 

their minds, and give them a 
I proper outlook on life."

The prison outlook the youths 
could pick up from spending 
their days in Haney, even 
though they slept outside it, 
would make the task of the 
Borstal “big-brother" workers 
almost impossible, Mr. Norris 
laid.

HE HAS SENT a five-page let- 
ter to Mr. Bonner asking him to 
change his mind.

Frank Lewis, president of the 
John Howard Society, said clos­
ing the small priions it Nelson 
and Prince George was com­
pletely contrary to the recoro- 

. mendation of the Fauteux cam- ! 
mittee on prison reform.- This 

that prisons should be 
hr.
present, Kootenay prisoners 
short sentences could serve 

: there without being ex- 
i to the hardened criminal 
ent ta Oakalla.

female addicts In 
could be taken 
uver’a sldd row. 

(ratal had an P 
rate, which j

Gaglardi 
w“ has airline 

credit, too
Province Victoria Bureau

.VICTORIA — Highway 
Minister Gaglardi’s ex­
pense account gained added 
interest Thursday when he 
said the $5,043 traveling 
expenses listed against his 
name did not include airline 
tickets.

"I have a credit card," he ex' 
plained, "and 1 just charged my 

H airline tickets.
"THE 15,641 was jus! my out- 

of-pocket expenses."
But the minister didn’t know 

how much in airline tickets he 
had used.

THE INFORMATION came to 
light after it was revelled Wed- ’ 
nesjsy that there are more than 
♦II,000 in .airline and hotel ex­
penses, charged by the depart­
ment bpt not allocated to any 
particular name in the highway 
department.

It put a whole new light on the 
expenses of ministers reported 
in the public accounts.

MR. GAGLARDI’S expenses 
were the prime target in ae in­
vestigation ip the public accounts 
committee promised by the CCI". 
This was because his were the 
highest listed expenses of any of 
the cabinet ministers.

MR. GAGLARDI said it was 
his trimming of former contract 
prices on gravel and dirt remov­
al on highway construction ever 
the past three years that sgved 
B.C. the $10,000,000 he announced 
earlier this week.

He says he made the savings 
by "getting out and teeing what 
jobs were being done" by air­
plane.

Mr. Gaglardi said that when I 
he went into office, the average I 
contract price for rock removal [ 
was more than $2 a yard and dirt ] 
removal about $1.30 

He said he trimmed costs to | 
less than $L50 and about 30 ce 
respectively. X

On the plene e

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Figures introduced in the legislature 

|by Provincial Secretary Wesley Black purporting to 
show the government is not cutting down its staff were 

I challenged Thursday night by Opposition Leader Robert 
"Strachan.

Mr. Black tabled a civil service commission monthly 
Ireport at the close of the afternoon sitting, showing 

m 9,621 persons were on the government payroll last 
{December.

This compared with 
9,270 in December 1956.

Mr. Strachan rose at the 
start of the night sitting to 
claim that Mr. Black had 
"told only half the story.”

The report dealt only with what 
arc classed as "permanent" gov­
ernment employees, Mr. Stra­
chan said.

It did not include a large body 
of temporary workers,

MR. STRACHAN said that in a 
report last year the provincial 
secretary had listed 8.066 perma­
nent employees and 5,746 tempor­
ary employees on the government 
payroll.

He challenged the minister to 
file both categories together 
again this yean

HE ADDED that many workers 
classed by the government ss 
temporary had actually been 
civil servants for many years.

Mr. Black's report listed 2,763 
erapfbfees in his own department 
last Décember. Compared with 
2,42» ia December, 1956.

OPPOSITION (members have 
accused the government of cut­
ting down on ataff institutions 
suth as Essohdgle Woodlands 
school and Oakplb In the current 
economy drive. These depart­
ments are handled by Mr. Black.

Earlier, Mr. Black’s report 
showed that the 9.621 year-end 
figure had slipped from a high of 
0,731 in July.

THE AVERAGE monthly sal­
ary last December was $279.72, 
compared with $276.13 a year 
earlier.

Mr. Black pointed out that the 
December figure does not yet 
show the V/i per cent increese, 
effective fast July, which ia still 
to be euthorised by the legisla­
ture.
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Wesley Black purporting to 
I not cutting down it* staff were 
ght by Opposition Leader Robert

civil service commission monthly 
I the afternoon sitting, showing 

the government payroll last 
i December.

This compared with 
19,270 in December 1956.

Mr. Stracfian rose at the 
| start of the night sitting to I 
| claim that Mr. Black had 

“told only half the story.”
The report dealt only with what 

I are classed as “permanent” gov­
ernment employees, Mr. Stra- 

I chan said.
It did not include a large body 

| of temporary workers,
MR. STRACHAN said that in a 

i report last year the provincial 
secretary had listed 8.866 perma- 

I nent employees and 5,746 tempor- 
] ary employees on the government 
f payroll.

He challenged the minister to 
I file both categories together 
| again this year."

HE ADDED that many workers 
I classed by the government at 

temporary had actually been 
I civil servants for many years.

Mr. Black's report listed 2,763 
I empfofeqs in hit own department 

last Tikcember. Compared with
I 2,42» ia December,11956.
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I meats are handled’ by Mr. Black. 
I Earlier, Mr. Black’s report 
I showed that the 9,621 year-end 
I figure had slipped from a high of 

19,731 in July.
1 THE AVERAGE monthly sal­
ary last December was $279.72, 
I compared with $276.13 a year

I Mr. Black pointed out that the 
I December figure does not yet I show the Vk per cent increase, 
I effective fast July, which is still 
| to be authorized by the legisla-
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CAUCUS 
MUM ON 
BRYAN
VICTORIA — Mel Bryan, 

North Vancouver MLA, 
won't be kicked out of the 
Social Credit caucus for de­
manding the resignation of 
Attorney - General Robert 
Bonner.

Everything appeared to be 
sweetness and light after a So­
cial Credit caucus on Thursday, 
which Mr. Bryan attended.

Within the locked caucas | 
doors, the question of his revolt f 
was not raised even once in an 
hour-long session, despite predie- f; 
tions he might be asked to re-g 
sign from Social Credit and walk ^ 
across the floor of the House. | 

NEITHER PREMIER Bennett ” 
nor the man under fire, Bonner , 
—who ordinarily attend the So- : 
cred caucas—attended this meet­
ing.

At the day’s legislature sitting, 
Bryan took his usual seat amid 
friendly chit-chat with his neigh-

THE PREMIER said he will 
not invite Mr. Bryan to depart 
from the Social Creditors, “be­
cause 1 only invite people into | 
the movement, never cut.”

And Mr. Bryan, as he walked 
down the corridor, said: “I am 
still a member.”

MRS. BUDA BROWN (Van­
couver Point Grey) took his arm 
to show that they are still So­
cial Credit buddies.

Charge by MLA

SLOAN 'MADE 
A DICTATOR'
VICTORIA — The government has appointed a 

dictator over B.C. forests in former Chief Justice Gor­
don Sloan, and se will not be responsible to elected repre­
sentatives, Arthur Turner, CCF Vancouver East, 
charged in criticizing the appointment in the legisla- 

ture Thursday night. 
^HH "He will determine the legists- 

lion." said Turner. "If it were 
M-‘; I otherwise the government would

jh&s" ISElli
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Car-tangled 
span under 

fire again
Province victoria Bureau 

VICTORIA - Another Social 
Credit member has asked for 
another bridge across the First
Narrows because of the traffic I 
load on Lions Gate Bridge. I 
’ Fred Sharp, Vancouver East, I 
told the legislature Thursday J 
that the present bridge is en-Ï 
tireiy inadequate to carry tne 1 
load.” He said traffic is tied up J 
every morning end evening.

“A NEW BRIDGE across the I 
First Narrows it sorely needed," j 
he said. 1

His speech followed by a day I 
that of Mel Bryan, Social Cre- f 
dit, North Vancouver.

Mr. Bryan-had said “the peo-1 
de" responsible for bridges and I 
highways had faded In their du-1 
ties for not planning another | 
Fimt Narrows bridge now.

MR. SHARP took up the case B 
tor Vancouver generally. H

He asked for more financial | 
help for the city, for greater Re­
presentation in the legislature, 
and for highway grants to en­
able the city to meet the traffic 

which prOTtij|ÜÊh>é?!ays I 
are channeling I

(Mere wT.I.i

pane * I

600-bed hospital 
urged on UBC campus

VICTORIA (CP)—A 600-bed hospital adjoining 
the proposed medical sciences building on the University 
of B.C. campus was suggested in the legislature Thurs­
day by Alex Matthew (SC-Vancouver Centre).

Mr. Matthew, also deputy speaker of the House, 
said in the throne speech debate there soon will be “a 
colossal need for new hospital beds."

He said the hospital 
should be “a provincial 
diagnostic clinic equal in 
standing to the Mayo Clinic 
and to other eastern 
clinics."

B.C. has "waited too long" for 
the new medical sciences build­
ing, to cost more than $2,000,000.

HE SAID THAT "ANY tax­
payer who pays the sales tax" 
should have the right to "the best 
in medical care."

"I envisage this university hos­
pital as a diagnostic aid to every

general practitioner in B.C. want­
ing to refer cases for help."

MR. MATTHEW asked the gov­
ernment to "relieve the cities and 
municipalities of the 70 cents per 
diem charged against them for 
each patient in the hospital."

On old age pensioners, he said H 
he was "praying that the day is Hi 
not far distant when a decent ÉlieS 
social security plan will be in 
force in Canada which will enable 
all senior citizens to pass the 
evening of their lives away in 
civilized decency without the 
spectre of poverty and humilia­
tion always hovering over them.'*

be in a pretty bad spot, commit­
ting this legislature and thé gov­
ernment to pay $50,000 a year.

"In other words, he’s going to 
be the top man, telling the min­
ister (of lands and forests) and 
the government what to do .

"HIS APPOINTMENT may 
have been legal, But it will not 
be a moral a’ppointment. Happen­
ing so close to the opening of this 
legislature, it should have been 
referred to it

"The place for scuch a policy 
to be decided is right here.”

He accused the government of 
planning to grant concessions for 
development of Columbia River 
power to private instead of pub­
lic interests, and brushed aside 
denials from both Premier Ben­
nett and Attorney-General Bon-

To favor public power "you; 
don’t have to be a socialist," he 
claimed. Some businessmen who 
favored it were of,that opinion 
because they knew it meant 
cheap power.

HE DENOUNCED as "false 
economy” any move to slash 
government spending on prisons 
and mental care institutions.

At Woodlands School there is 
one ward with 14 babies, he said. 
One nurse cares for all 14 in­
fants. All have to be individually 
fed.

"Not only that, she has to 
clean up the ward, too,” said 
Turner.

“The nurse is no sooner 
through with her feeding iri the 
morning, than the round begins
again."

GLARING ACROSS at provin­
cial secretary Wesley Black, un­
der whose jurisdiction is Wood­
lands School, Turner said: fIf 
you think that’s good, then de­
fend it.

"If you think that’s efficiency, 
then you’re stupid, blind, or 
both.”

He denounced conditions at 
Oakalla prison with mingling of 
hardened criminals with young 
offenders and of addicts with 
non-addictsz
A "If this government is deter­
mined on saying money, let me

«
m that is false Economy," 
L “You can’t stye money 
by cutting down on these institu­
tions, Or even by keeping ej>

K ponditures level.'
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Revolt, or counter-revolt?
Whatever the discipline meted out to 

Hel Bryan by his party, his critical speech
♦ft fho Txnrialafiiro nn fho mnHiipt rrf fVio

in his ranks should not escape Premier 
Bennett.

One of the members of his cabinet, 
Works Minister W. N. Chant, was involved 
in just such a split when he was agricul­
ture minister in the government of the 
late William Aberhart in Alberta. He left 
the Aberhart government on Aug. 25, 
1937, when he said he could no longer sup­
port the government because of its “auto­
cratic methods” and because it was "men­
acing the province of Alberta.”

Mr. Chant’s ousting—he was removed 
by order-in-council after he had refused 
to resign—came a few months after the 
resignations of C. C. Ross as minister of 
mines and Charles Cockroft as provincial 
treasurer.

to the Legislature on the conduct of the 
t government in this province has served a 
purpose.

! It should jolt the administration into 
realization that its policies no longer have 
the unquestioning backing of its support­
ers. And a government that is obliged to 
retain a decent amount of humility and a 
mind open to suggestions is usually a bet­
ter government, something which is good 
for B.C.

But even more significant is the ques­
tion of party principles which the North 
Vancouver member has raised. He wants 
td know whether the Socreds are drifting 
away from the high ideals and purposes 
with which they took office. He believes 
a serious strain has been placed on the 
respect and support “that this government 
has generally deserved.”

Mr. Bryan, of course, is not a cabinet 
minister and is something of a Johnny- 
come-lately to Socred ranks. Nevertheless 
it is apparent that there is a rift in the 
solidarity of the government party.

This rift will either be healed or it will 
grow. The immediate outcome will doubt­
less be concealed behind the doors of party 
caucus. But the ultimate result will have 
an important bearing on the government’s 
fùture.

Internal problems are becoming as 
worrisome to the government as the ex­
ternal ones.

This puts the so-called “revolt” of Mr. 
Bryan in rather different perspective. To 
some members of the'party it suggests 
that he is .in fact an unusually dedicated 
adherent bent on a counter-revolt against 
those who have shown a tendency to de- 
sért the basic principles of Social Credit.

The possibilities of such a schism with­

Phil, continued
His answer is that “you can’t run the 

department of highways from a swivel 
chair.”. '

A good many people, including those 
who cool their heels for days in Victoria 
waiting for the minister’s return from his 
missions, believe that the department of 
highways would in fact be run a great deal 
better if he spent more time in a swivel 
chair.

It seems to us that Mr. Gaglardi should 
make up his mind whether he is a min­
ister or a peripatetic foreman—a general 
or a flight sergeant.

The bill for airborne
We have no desire to get into a pro­

longed argument with the Rev. and Hon. 
Mr. P. A. Gaglardi. However we cannot 
1st him get away with his answer to our 
Complaints about the cost of keeping him

i And incidentally it now emerges that 
that cost is $20,639 for the operation of 
his Widgeon amphibian on top of the $50,- 
196 for rebuilding it—a total which is 
nearly three-quarters of the price of keep­
ing the New Haven Borstal Institution 
open for another year. ,

IAGERS IN TROUBLE?

ADULTS MUST TAKE THE BLAME
SOMETIMES it Is only the 

home which sets a standard for 
a juvenile; sometimes only the 
school; sometimes only the 
church.

Sometimes, he said, the school 
is not equipped to set the 
standard. ■ ;

"SOMETIMES the church alone 
tries to set the standard ot con­
duct and herein lies the danger 
of bigotry and prejudice.”

And, when only the home sets

"We do not bewail our vege­
table garden results if we have 
not tended to the weeding.

"In short, I believe in' the 
younger generation.- 

“WHENEVER and wherever. I 
have found them — given chal­

eur institutions or in profitless 
speculation on who is to blame 
for the juvenile problem.

"For example, projecting the 
fears and anxieties of the pub­
lic on the school system is a 
form of blame. Let us face It.

Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — A school 

teacher Social Créditer 
Thursday gave adults a lot 
of blame for troubles 
among the teenagers.

Dan Campbell of Comox
told the legislature:

"To level the juvenile of this 
generation to the role of warts 
on our social order is to effec­
tively Indict ourselves.

“IT REPRESENTS" an unin- 
I formed assault on a tiny part of

lard, “herein lies th* 
of rebellion when the“WE DO NOT blame our dogs

is the subject of til 
prevailing influences."

which usually takes if they have no tricks through Campbell posed this prob-
: bitter attack again* lack of training.
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Secret Surplus 
OF $41 Million 
Bared by Gov't

SURPLUS
Continued from Page 1

The accounts included a 
statement on Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway operations 
for the year ended Dec. 31, 
1956.

Operating revenue totalled 
$8.810,326, an increase of $2.5 
million from 1955.
ADJUSTED LOSSES

Expenses totalled $7,058,339, 
a jump of $2,200,000 from the 
previous year.

income of the government- 
owned railway, before depre­
ciation, i^toas $1,796,728. De- 
preciatiQ^ came to $492,000, 
leaving net income at $1,304,- 
728, an increase of close to 
$600,000 over 1955.

-In the 1956 accounting for 
thtfPGff there wàé’TOted $7,* 
477,338 for “adjusted accumu­
lated losses during construc­
tion to December 31, 1955.

A similar provision, total­
ling $7,790,000 was provided in 
the 1955 PGE statement. 
SALES TAX UP

The accounts showed the 
government underestimated 
revenue from the five per 
cent sales tax by $20,000,000. 
Original estimate was $66,250,* 
000. Actual revenue was $85,- 
132,400.

The gasoline tax, which 
brought in $24,067,000, was 
originally expected to earn 
only $20,000,000.

The 10 per cent mining tax 
brought in $4,417,164, more 
than double original estimates. 
The 10 per cent tax on logging 
profits earned $2,048,000. 
against the original estimate 
of $2,000,000.

Timber sales earned $28,- 
000,000, some $6,000,000 more 
than expected.

Extra Cash Aids 
Faltering Economy

By ALEX YOUNG 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA — The provincial government began 
operations in the current fiscal year with a previously 
undisclosed surplus of more than $41,000,000.

It is believed the surplus is providing considerable 
help in solving its present financial problems, with 
current revenues falling below expectations.

Premier Bennett revealed the surplus today when 
he tabled detailed public accounts for the fiscal year 
ending March 31, 1957.

'57 Revenue Higher
In his budget for the current year the premier 

estimated he would be starting the year, April 1, 1957, 
with an accumulated surplus of only $4,500,000.

But the public accounts showed today the surplus 
actually came to $41,169,868.75.

The accounts also showed Premier Bennett, as 
finance minister, under-estimated 1956-57 revenues by 
$46,000,000. He originally predicted revenues of 
$224,035,000, but they came to $270,783,792, highest 
in the province’s history.

tiis surplus at the end of the 1956-57 fiscal year 
would have been $8,000,000 higher—close to $50,000,000 
—but spending was $8,000,000 more than total revenue.

'Contingent7 Debts Up
Other highlights of the public accounts:
B.C.’s bonded debt totalled $109,343,900 at March 

31 last year, a reduction of $25,000,000 from the 
$136,116,783 total a year earlier.

But contingent liabilities—debts underwritten by 
the government but not directly chargeable to the 
government—increased by $100,000,000 to $241,334,638 
from $141,042,000.

The balance sheet recorded assest with a value of 
$608,107,770, against liabilities of $242,694,570.

Excess assests over liabilities and reserves as of 
March 31, 1957, were $365,413,200, an increase of the 
excess of $85,686,145 from the previous year.

This was due chiefly to a decrease in the net 
public debt and an increase of fixed assets.
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Lions Gate Bridge 
Profits Decline

Passenger Toll Removal,
Federal Penalty Blamed

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA—Lions Gate Bridge profits dropped by 

more than $400,000 in the year ended March 31, 1957.
> ■■ ■ Removal of passenger and

HHH pedestrian tolls from bridge 
jFgjjyaBsi and a federal government pen- 

alt>’ f°r loss of income tax 
from the bridge's former pri- 

NftH99M§ vate owners, are said to have 
contributed to the cut.

K§j|Si^ EXPENSES RISE
B|^^^flB^BM Profit from the bridge, 

■■ operated by the BC. Toll Au- 
H thority, totalled $733.222 for 

the
Premier Bennett revealed 

this today to the Legislature 
H when he tabled public accounts
■ for the 1956-57 fiscal year. J 

Pg Toll revenue came to $1.696,- j
081. down from the $1,728,245 j

■ of the previous year. Expenses I 
S9BHBRflHB^^^B9H£ totalled $968.000. compared

H with about $480.000 in the
1955-56 fiscal year.

Biggest expense item was 
H $482.796 charged the govern- 

■fl ment by the federal govern- 
^■B ment last January.

B FEDERAL PENALTY 
BBgg This was a penalty charge 
■I to make up for income tax the 

federal government stood to
■ lose through B.C.'s purchase 

JB of the bridge from the Guiness
interests.

The toll authority pays no 
income tax. The government 
paid the $482,796, and now 

HUM charged it against income of
HBHBm| the

BBkSH The toll authority report
■ showed revenue from the 
H Agassiz - Rosedale bridge

MB amounted to $38,927, as a re- 
H suit of tolls, and $7,500 from 

gas pipeline
HH Expenses of operating the 
B Agassiz-Rosedale span, from 

BH Nov. 1, 1956, to March 31, 
1957, came exactly the same

■ as income, so there was no
profit from the five

B months of its operation.
The Agas-

siz Rosedale spans were the
■ only structures under opera-

tion authority at March
^^■31.

|B The balance sheet of the 
B authority showed the author- 
B ity was committed to $26,788,- 

599 worth of new construction 
B as of March 31.

I At that date the authority's 
B bonded debt stood at $17,500.• 
B000. an increase of $10,000,000 
Hfrom a year earlier.
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Civic, School Aids
By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA — More aid to municipalities was 
promised today by the provincial government.

The pledge was the highlight
of the throne speech delivered 
at the opening of the second 
session of the 25th B.C. Legis­
lature by Lieutenant-Governor 
Frank Ross.

Prepared by Premier Ben­
nett and his cabinet, the throne 
speech also announced:
] —The Trans - Canada High­

way from Pattullo Bridge 
to its junction with King 
George Highway will be 
widened from four to six 
lanes.
2— B.C. beef growers will get 

cheaper feed grains from
the Peace River area through 
low Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway rates when the nor­
thern extension of the PGE 
opens this year.
3— The Public Schools Act 

will be revised, likely to
change the basis of provincial 
grants towards education

4— Reorganization of the pro­
vincial jail system has be­

come practicable and will pro­
ceed this year.
COLORFUL RITES 

The House opened with its 
traditional pomp and color. 
Some 400 invited guests were 
on hand as the lieutenant- 
governor and his escort of 
brightly - uniformed aides 
marched into the chamber at 
3 p.m.

His Honor immediately left 
the chamber when he found 
there was no speaker. He re­
turned to read- the throne 
speech after the House elected

L. Hugh Shantz, North Oka- 
nagan MLA, to succeed for­
mer Speaker Tom Irwin, who 
resigned to seek and win a 
seat in the House of Com-

The throne speech, except 
for the announced extra aid to 
municipalities and Public 
Schools Act amendments, was 
barren of major policy an­
nouncements.
PLANS TO ASSIST 
. The address did not elabo­
rate on added aid to munici­
palities. It simply said:

“Certain plans to further 
assist cities and municipali­
ties will be submitted to you.”

Observers speculated the 
premier may be planning to 
increase the rate of per capita 
municipal grants.

No details were given on re­
organization of the jail sys­
tem. The speech said.

“With the opening of the 
Haney Correctional Institu- 
tidn, reorganization of the jail 
service of the province has be­
come practicable and will pro­
ceed during the coming year. 
TIGHT MONEY

The speech took little notice 
of the downtrend in the pro­
vincial economy.

It said the government is 
“cognizant of the remaining 
effect tight money is having in 
business and the employment 
of our people.”

Please Turn to Page Ttoo 
See: “More Aid”

[Booze: $25 Million
VICTORIA — A net profit of $25,048,630 was 

earned by the B.C. liquor control board in the fiscal 
year ended last March 31.

The profit was. $3,500,000 
higher than that originally ex­
pected by the government in 
its 1956-57 budget.

Sales to the public of liquor 
totalled $63,118,245; sales to 
licence holders came to $25,- 
083,123, for total sales of $88,- 
201,000, highest in the board’s 
history.

Cost of the merchandise was 
$59,302,374, for a gross profit 
of $28,898,894. Expenses cut 
the profit to $25,000,000.

km

In licence fees, the liquor I 
board received a total of only 8 
$371,245.

Fees were paid by: Dining I 
rooms, dining lounges ' and | 
loung&s, $73,450; public I 
houses, $34,350; two per cent | 
monthly tax on dining rooms, 
dining lounge and lounge | 
licence holders, $54,902; public 
house two cents per gallon 
monthly tax, $149,856; trans­
fer fees, $1,675; brewers and | 
distillers, $57,OIL

More Aid Pledged 
In Throne Speech

Continued from Page 1
"My government will,” said 

His Honor, “on their own, and 
in co-operation with the na­
tional and municipal govern­
ments, do everything possible 
to increase employment and to 
assist those who, through rea­
sons beyond their control, can­
not find employment.”

The death of Ralph Chet- 
wynd last year was the first 
subject noted in the speech. 
The province lost an “out­
standing man” in the death of 
the former agriculture, trade 
and industry and fisheries 
minister, Lieutenant-Governor 
Ross said.
TAX PROBLEMS

In a general review of de­
velopments in the past year— 
which took up most of the 
speech—the B.C. submissions 
towards more "equitable" dis­
tribution of federal revenues 
was referred to.

A "warm welcome” was ex­
tended to Princess Margaret, 
who will participate in B.C. 
Centennial celebrations this 
summer.

The speech reported develop­
ment surveys in the Rocky 
Mountain Trench area of B.C. 
are going ahead "more rapidly 
than anticipated.”

The speech repeated an ear­
lier promise that forestry 
legislation based on the Sloan 
Forestry Royal Commission 
report will be introduced.

The government did not 
elaborate on what measures 
would be introduced.

Soil surveys of the Colum­

bia River basin, undertaken 
for the international joint 
commission have been com­
pleted.
POWER STUDY

And the Crippen-Wright 
engineering study concerning 
power development on the 
Columbia River will be com­
pleted and reported on in the 
coming year, the speech said.

Highways work is proceed­
ing at a fast pace, the govern 
ment announced.

In the fiscal year ending 
last March 31, $80,000,000 was 
spent on the highway system 
not including the “millions of 
dollars spent by the toll 
authority.”

A start has been made on 
the final route of the northern 
trans-provincial highway be­
tween Prince George and Mc­
Bride, the t h r o ne speech 
stated.

Construction of the Second 
Narrows Bridge is progressing 
according to plans, and the 
Kelowna Bridge will open this 
year.

The government called for 
the public to help in raising 
the $7,500,000 sought by the 
University of B.C. for uni­
versity expansion.

To promote the campaign 
March 2 to March 8 has been 
declared B.C. Education Week. 
The government will match 
the $7,500,000 if it can be 
raised.

The speech, containing more 
.than 2,000 words, is one of the 
longest on record.
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It's All Sweetness 
And Light—Today

By JAMES K. NESBITT
VICTORIA—Today all is peace and harmony in 

your legislature. It’s opening day " --J
feathers, ancient language, a 
rigid protocol — no politics!

Which is natural enough,

- all fuss and 
lot of make-believe,

fcifeé ù
. ' "jf I

r ^ , L; .

..

This is all very pldur-
esque and delightful and 
quite out of this world, but 
soon all the niceties of 
opening day will be forgot- 

as politics creeps into

MLA’s having been sum­
moned by the lieutenant- 
governor in this proclama­
tion: “Whereas we are 
desirous and resolved—to 
meet our people of our 
province of British Colum­
bia, and to have their advice 
in our Legislature:

.. Now know ye, that for
jrafflraH divers causes and considéra- 
t43B8l8PS Vtions and taking into con- 

@ . sidération the ease and 
■ , convenience of our loving i, prudence hoped for on open 

1 *,,hiects. we have thought | jng day will Oftentimes be

SUgsH «

legislative debate, and those 
MLA’s politically opposed to 
each other hurl themselves 
into modern-day rough-and- 
tumble. sparring for position 
and hurling names at each 
other. 5*HÉS

‘The wisdom, temper and

:: ■ PW
Æ: ;mv%;

‘t .
'V

"* Ï «S’' ',,;-

subjects, we have thought 
fit, by and with the advice 
of our executive council—to 
hereby convoke and by these 

> presents enjoin you, and 
' each of you—to meet us in 

our said legislature or par­
liament—to treat, do, act, 
and conclude upon those 
things which, in our legisla­
ture—by the common coun­
cil of our said province, may, 
by the favor of God, be 
ordained.”

* * *
After Mr. Hugh Shantx

of North Okanagan is elect­
ed Mr. Speaker today he

- says to the lieutenant-gover­
nor: “May it please Your 
Honor—the House of Assem-

\ bly have elected me their
- speaker, though I am but 
• little able to fulfil the im­

portant duties thus assigned
. to me.

“If, in the performance of 
those duties, I should at any 
time fall into error, I pray 

' that the fault be imputed to 
me, and not to the Assembly, 
whose servant I am, and 
who, through me, the better 

[■; to enable them to discharge 
their duty to their Queen 
and country, humbly claim 
all their undoubted rights 
and privileges, especially, 
fhat they may, have the 
freedom of speech in their 
debates, access to Your 
Honor’s person at all season­
able times, and that their 
proceedings may receive 
from Your Honor the most 
favorable interpretations.”

Provincial Secretary Wes­
ley Black replies for His 
Honor: ‘T am commanded 
by His Honor, the lieutenant- 
governor to declare to you 
that he freely confides in the 
duty and attachment of the 
House of Assembly to Her 
Majesty’s person and gov­
ernment, and not doubting 
that their respective pro­
ceedings will be conducted 
with wisdom, temper and 
prudence, he grants and 
upon all occasions will rec­
ognize and allow the con-i 
stitutional privileges.”

lacking as the session wears 
on and MLA’s grow weary, 
not so much from the work, 
but from the seemingly in­
terminable hours of talk­
ing.
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$90,000 DAILY COST

IS.C. Spends $210,000,000 
On Hospitals in Nine Years
iy Sun Staff Reporter

\5bTORIA—A total of $210,- 
000,000 has been spent by the 
B.C. government In the past 

years on hospital insur- 
benefits.

Ith and Welfare Minister 
Martin reported to the 

ing session of the legisla- 
Thursday that the pay- 

its provided hospital ex­
poses for 2,132,000 hospital 
ac lounts.

is well as this, he reported, 
gi ints towards hospital con­
struction, renovations and re­
pars in the nine-year period 
tofalled $18,500,000.
$4,000 PER DAY

dr. Martin’s report told the 
House that at present hospital 
Insurance is costing the gov­
ernment about $90,000 per day.

htblic accounts tabled in 
th legislature by Premier 
Barnett showed that the por­
tion of the five per cent sales 
ta4 earmarked for hospital in- 
at ance costs during the 1956- 
SI' fiscal year amounted to 
$34,000,000.

But, the accounts showed, 
expenditures on hospital in­
su ’ance totalled only $28,000,- 
Ofl i, giving the government 
seme $6,000,000 for other pur- 
pc es.
B< OSTED TO 5 PER CENT 

tie sales tax was Increased 
fr m three per cent in 1954 
to five per cent and hospital 
In uranee premiums were dis­
carded, with the additional 
tai Intended to pay for 
BC HIS.

tr. Martin’s report to the
1

House also showed that 97 per 
cent of B.C. hospital patients 
today are covered by BCHIS 
as against only 85 per cent be­
fore the premium system of 
tnancing BCHIS was started.

Of the 2,132,000 hospital ac­
counts paid by BCHIS in the 
nine years, 1,900,000 were for 
in-patients, 510,000 for short­
term out-patients and 22,000 
were for B.C residents hos­
pitalized outside the province.

GAGLARDI } 
TOP SPENDER. ;

VICTORIA — - Highway^ 
minister P. A. Gaglardi is 
still the champion traveller 

, of the B.C. cabinet.
Public accounts tabled in 

t h e legislature Thursday 
showed his travelling ex­
penses for the 1956-57 fiscal 
year totalled $5,043.

Labor minister Lyle Wicks.„ 
spent $3,093. and Premier 
Bennett $2,905.

m&K4 

CCF Digging 
For Facts on 
Gov't Layoffs

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Opposition 

leader Robert Strachan today 
launched a campaign to ferret 
out the facts about cutbacks 
in provincial government serv­
ices.

The CCF chieftain has 
monopolized the order paper 
of the Legislature with search­
ing written questions about 
tfce strength of civil service 
staffs.

Mr, Strachan, who also plans 
to move a motion of non-con- 

In the Social Credit 
lent Monday, Is de- 
figures on the num- 

ins employed by 
nts.

, _____ __ice motion
will b<r|pis* *aialnly .on the 
“paucity -pt Thursday's speech 
from the thyone, which c 
Unes govertrùnem policy 
the session.

“It could stand a transfu­
sion,” Mr. Strachan Said to­
day.

Governor 
Hurt, but. 
On the Job

More details Page Six 
By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA — Lieutenant- 
Governor Frank Ross Ignored 
severe pain Thursday to de- 
Uver the throne speech at the 
Legislature opening.

He was suffering from what 
Is believed to be a slipped 
spinal disc.

He insisted on attending the 
opening of the House, In 

he. Is tlte Queen’s repre-

has been undergoing 
ally treatment and his 

doctor’s Instructions are to 
rest as much as possible.

Thursday he spent an hour 
at the Legislative Buildings.

Under the hot glare of tele­
vision Ughts and photogra­
phers' flash bulbs he eat In 
the Speaker’s chair while 
more than 400 person» 
crowded Into the hot chamber 
for 20 minutes as he read the 
throne speech’and opened the 
session.

His delivery was almost im­
peccable. Only once during 
the 10 minutes 4M he make a 
mistake.

When he came across a sen­
tence, referring to an overhaul 
of the provincial Jail system, 
the word, jail was spelled 
“gaol." He mispronounced It.

His Honor suffered the In­
jured back several days ago 
while putting on a sock.

CAPITAL COLUMN

Throne Speech 
Odd Document

By JAMES K. NESBITT
VICTORIA — The faces and the fashions had 

changed, but it was the same show of pomp and 
ceremony in the legislature Thursday as on that day 
in early 1898 when British Columbia law-makers met 
for the first time in the chamber still in use. 

Robert Mclnnes

The

BENNETT HAS 
EXTRA CASH

VICTORIA—Premier Ben­
nett is making his “econo- ! 
my with efficiency” slogan I 
work in his own office at 
least

Public accounts for the 
year ending last March 31, 
tabled In the Legislature on 
Thursday, showed his office 
wound up with a surplus of 
$6.34.

The premier's office had 
been allocated $33,974 to 

I spend, but *pent $33,967.66. £

Thomas 
was the lieut.-governor that 
history-making day 60 years 
ago, J. H. Turner the 
premier.

It is appropriate centen­
nial year should start on 
the diamond anniversary of 
our legislative buildings.

★ ★ ★
The speech from the

throne this year was an odd 
document.

It was long, but It didn't 
say much that was new.

It was obviously padded, 
for what reason one can't 
guess.

There was a lot of re­
hash talked of what the gov- 
ernment had done, not much 
of what it plans to do.

Of course, most govern­
ments don't believe in let­
ting the opposition in on 
everything that’s up their 
sleeves. Mr. Bennett's gov- 
ernment which is Mr. Ben­
nett, was highly secretive 
this-vesr whent it came to 
divulging much in the 
Speech from the Throne.

■*•■*• *
A typical vagueness: 

“Amendments to various 
acts will be submitted to 
you.** ~

This could mean anything, 
everything, or practically 
nothing at all.

Mr. Bennett, it was easy 
to see, wasn’t tying his gov­
ernment’s hand.

No, the premier wasn't 
pinning himself down in this 
session’s throne speech, but 
that’s all right, under our 
constitution the premier 
can do just about anything 
he chooses, in any way he 
chooses.

* * *
Mr. Hugh Shantz, pre- 

tending to be surprised at 
the honor that had come his 
way, was duly elected Mr. 
Speaker.

The premier, and the 
leader of the opposition Mr. 
Strachan, marched him to 
his seat of authority, 
Messrs. Bennett and Stra­
chan grinning amiably, as 
if in complete unison, which 
they were, for the moment; 
but it won’t be long»,.

Mr. Shantz, in his flowing 
black robes and tricorn hat, 
looked boyishly young and 
handsome, and spoke his 
pieces in a clear voice, show­
ing none of the nervousness 
he must have felt on this, 
the greatest occasion of his 
life so far.

* * *
Liberals Archie Gibbs and

George Gregory, bravely 
wearing the red roses of 
pure Liberalism in their 
lapels, smiled wanly as 
three new MLA's—two 
Socreds and a CCF’er— 
were marched before Mr.
Speaker.

Messrs. Gregory and 
Gibbs no doubt were won­
dering as they watched, if 
they would ever again be 
marching another Liberal 
before the Speaker.

★ * *
Mr. Bennett showed he

likes to be called the Prime 
Minister, not the premier, 
though it means thç same 
—in other word*, the boss, 
the big chieftajb, the head 
of the works.

In the speech from the 
throne, written by the 
Premier, the Lieut.-Gover- 
nor said: “I attended the 
opening of the House of 
Commons in Ottawa by her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth, 
and I am pleased that my 
prime minister was able to 
represent my government at 
that time.”

“My prime minister,” to 
Lieut.-Governor Ross is Mr. 
Bennett, not Mr. Diefen­
baker. Now this should start 
something.

* * *
Education Minister Peter­

son certainly moved rapid­
ly in his orders that the 
British Columbia historical 
quarterlies for 1955 and 
1956 be published immedi­
ately, thus satisfying mem* 
bership of the B.C. Histori­
cal Association, which had 
been paying for their quar­
terlies but not getting them.

This year, Mr. Peterson 
ha* ordered the quarterly 
will become an annual and 
an excellent annual It no 
doUbt Will be»



Warden Attacks 
'Frail Facilities'

First Offenders at Oakalla 
'Mix With Most Degenerate'

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA—An outspoken attack on major opera­

tions of Oakalla Prison Farm has been made by the jail 
warden.

Warden Hugh Christie, in a 
report to Attorney • General 
Robert Bonner, sharply criti­
cized the "frail facilities" pro­
vided for prisoners awaiting 
trial.

They allow the mixing of 
“the young with the old, the 
most degenerate with the first 
offender and the addict with 
the non-addict," he declares.

His statements were con­
tained in the annual report of 
the inspector of jails, tabled 
in the Legislature Thursday.

It showed an increase of 67 
per cent in the number of per­
sons Jailed In B.C.

For the year ending last 
March 31, 14,100 persons were 
jailed compared to 9,630 the 
previous year.
YOUNG CRIMINALS

Warden Christie said a 
growing number of teen-agers 
were entering Oakalla.

These teen-agers, “for lack 
of an adequate alternative to 

Sj| delinquency and a deficiency 
of preventive services In the 
community, are not being 
dealt with in time to avoid the 
necessity of sending them to 
prison," he said.

“The human and financial 
involved In not having 

adequate preventive services 
is made more apparent when 
We realize that a large major­
ity of these youngsters is 
physically and mentally above 
the average," he said.

Warden Christie said in the 
year ending March 31, 1957, 
Oakalla admissions totalled 
10,000, an increase of 3,000 
over the previous year.

A large part of this increase 
was made up of teen agers, he 
said.
LOCKS INADEQUATE

He blamed “absence of 
proper training in their 
homes” or an "adequate sub­
stitute in the form of appro­
priate community resources 
so necessary in the city of 
today.” '

The “frail facilities’" where 
these teen-agers are placed 
while they await trial “must 

replaced by a unit which 
for proper segregation 

and provides a separate cell 
which is both sanitary and 
secure for each prisoner."
-Warden Christie said the 

pre-trial unit was “never in­
tended to house its present 
occupants."

“Its soft Iron bars, inade­
quate locking mechanisms 
and the absence of proper 
facilities for segregation are 
so unwholesome as to be 
justified for use only in an 
extreme emergency," he said.

Warden Christie said Oak­
alla houses an “increasing 
lumber of men and wi

who require psychiatric treat­
ment.

Inspector of Jails E. G. B. 
Stevens said in his report that 
both Prince George and Katn- 
loops jails are over-crowded.

Social Work 
Hit by Lack 
Of Personnel

Fri.. Jan. 24
__

CCF Seeks Hold 
On Phone Rates

VICTORIA — Robert Stracfc 
an, CCF provincial leader

■
 gave notice of motion in the 
Legislature that calls for the 
B.C. government to ask the 
federal government for the 
right to control B.C. Telephone 
Co. and its subsidiaries.

This should be done, he said 
in order that the rates and 

services of the company can 
be controlled on behalf of the 
people of the province by the 
Public Utilities Commission of 
B.C."

SOMMERS 
IN HOUSE

By Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA — Former for 

ests minister Robert E. 
Sommers attended the open­
ing session of the legislature 
Thursday.

He says he plans to be 
present for the rest of the 

he can. He .will 
miss some sessions when he 
goes on trial next month on 
charges of conspiracy to ac­
cept bribes

; VICTORIA (CP) — An urg 
errt need for trained social 
ÿkrkers is the biggest single 

lacing the provincial 
are department today, a 
rt tabled in the legislature ®2 
Thursday 

ZJlThe schools of social work 
Ve been unable to provide |g 

with the numbers of pro­
fessionally prepared people we 

ve needed,” said Miss Amy 
igh, assistant director of 

welfare.
\ “The need for social workers 

to help decrease the threat of 
broken homes, mental illness, 
ç-ifne and alcoholism is ob- 
Vious to all enlightened people

Ferries Carry 
2 Million Cars

VICTORIA (CP)—B.C.’s 52 
ferries did a landslide business 
In the fiscal year ending 
March 31,1957, a report tabled 
in the Legislature showed
Thursday.

The ferries made 429,019 
round trips, carrying 2,165,751 
cars and drivers and 4,161,694
passengers 

The smallest of them all, a 
rowboat on the upper Nass 
River, made 789 round trips 
and carried 1,220 passengers.

mit the supply of trained 
people is as small as the prob­
lems are large.”

Total of 60,383 persons in 
8-C- received assistance from 
tile department last year.

i HOUSE BRIEFS

Material 
Costs Up 
$9 Million

B.C. HOUSE 
FLOWERS

VICTORIA (CP) — The 
first bill Introduced at the 
opening of the legislature 
Thursday will amend the 
“Dogwood and Rhodbden 
dron Protection Act" to in­
clude western trilliums.

VICTORIA (CP)—Provincial 
government purchasing com­
mission bought $28,725.917 
worth of material in 1956-57 
fiscal year, a report tabled In 
the legislature showed. The 
total is almost 39,000,000 over 
the previous year.

* * '*
The Queen’s Printer made a 

net profit of $52,495 for last 
fiscal year and a gross profit 
of $134,529.

* * * I
A total of 262 offenders 

were sentenced to Brannan 
Lake Boys’ School last year. 
All but 40 were first offenders. 
Average age was 14% years

* A *
Snow removal cost the high

ways deportment $3,470,000 in 
the year ending last March 3L 

*
art Into the 
toy, all 900 
tabled.
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Bennett, Strachan 
Tangle on Jobless

Iqm-Bang Debate 
)n Jobs in House

Bennett, Strachan Spearhead 
Wins Point

Continued from Page 1
on Strachan and take over the 
floor, but Speaker Shantz or­
dered him down and the pre­
mier was heard to remark to 
other cabinet members, “night 
sitting, night sitting.”

This was ruled out later, al­
though only one of the maiden 
speeches was delivered.

That was the one of William 
Speare (SC - Cariboo). The 
other scheduled speaker, Gor­
don Gibson (SC - Delta) will 

| speak Monday.
GOV’T SURPRISED 

| Mr. Strachan took the gov- 
{ernment by surprise when, at 
I the opening of the sitting, he 
moved that throne speech de­
bate be halted so considera­
tion could be given to a matter 
of “immediate and urgent” im­
portance: Unemployment.

He was ruled out of order 
by Speaker Shantz, who said, 
on coaching of Attorney-Gen­
eral Robert Bonner, that the. 
question already was before 
the House because the throne 
speech promised action on un­
employment.
WICKS INTERVENES

Despite the ruling, the CCF 
leader

"sweep the dirt under the car­
pet” because the labor commit­
tee hasn’t yet been appointed 
and likely won’t be for about 
two weeks.
‘SHAME ON SOCREDS’

He threw back at the pre­
mier words Mr. Bennett has 
used at the November federal- 

conference

Bitter Clash; CCF
By ALEX YOUNG 

Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA — A slam-bang debate on unemploy­

ment highlighted the first business session of .the 3,958 
legislature Friday.

The battle, touched off by 
Opposition Leader Robert 
Strachan, had these results:
]—A probe of the “seasonal 

unemplo yment” prob­
lem in B.C. will be conducted 
by the House committee on 
labor.
2—First item

provincial fiscal 
calling for federal unemploy- f, 
ment aid “now.”

“We want action now,” said | 
Mr. Strachan, “not two weeks j 
from now. Shame on the whole : 
Social Credit government. | 
Shame on them.”

He accused the government 
of holding back on Trans- 
Canada highway construction 
in B.C. during the 1956-57 lis- r 
cal year.

Public accounts showed B.C. 
gvt only $7,000,000 from Ot­
tawa as a 50 per cent payment 
towards such construction 
that year.
TO GET BETTER DEAL

The premier admitted this 
was so, but pointed out B.C. 
was holding back because it 
was trying to get, and did get 
finally, a “better deal” on 
Trans-Canada highway cost 
sharing from Ottawa.

“This year we are doing 
more Trans-Canada highway 
work than ever before,” he 
said.

Mr. Strachan said the So- 
creds were even promoting un­
employment within the "con­
fines et the government itself” 
with its “blanket layoffs of 
employees.”

“They go around bragging 
about the money they are 
going to spend,” he said. 
“They are building up big sur­
pluses at the same time.”
PREMIER IN RAGE

“The premier has promised 
the people of B.C. ‘unending 
prosperity’,” said the CCF 
leader but wasn’t fulfilling* 
this promise.

When Mr. Bennett tried to 
break in and the Speaker 
allowed Mr. Strachan to con­
tinue as the opposition leader 
protested, the premier wagged 
hjs finger and said: “Now they 
want to silence the govern­
ment. You will stand naked 
before the people.”

It was only when George 
Gregory (Lib.-Victoria) raised 
his voice and said “sit down 
when the speaker is on his 
feet, Mr. Prime Minister,” that 
Mr. Bennett took his seat. 
‘CAN’T THREATEN PM*

When Mr. Strachan offered a 
“cat and dog fight if you want 
it,” the premier again got up, 
finger wagging, and intoned: 
“You can’t threaten the prime 
minister of B.t.”

The Opposition never likes 
to hear the premier speak, the 
premier said.

"That’s why they've got 
their little hatchets out with 
some of their so-called labor 
leaders,” he added,

The Wicks motion was a 
“genuine motion” designed to 
avoid just talk,” said the pre-l 
mier.

The committee will hear 
evidence from labor and bust- 

U ness and “get the facts.”

• ■■ •;

‘ Harsh words were ex­
changed when .Opposition 
Leader Strachan moved for 
debate at the House opening.
“CAT AND DOG FIGHT”

premier Éennett called op­
position members "hatchet- 
men” and said they were “dis­
courteous” for interrupting 
throne speech debate in which 
two Social Credit members 
were scheduled to make their 
maiden Speeches.

An .enraged opposition lead­
er Strachan retorted that if 
the premier “wants a cat and 
dog fight I’ll give him one.”

"This matter is too impor­
tant and we won’t Jet you 
sweep it under the carpet,” 
Strachan said.

Premier Bennett, needled to 
fury by the CCF leader, com­
plained the CCF was trying to 
ruin the maiden speeches and 
mar early sittings of the 
house in “this great centennial 
year.”
‘NIGHT SITTING’

The premier also clashed 
with new speaker Hugh 
Shantz, who earlier (1954) 
was “rotated” out of a house 
job—that of deputy speaker— 
by Premier Bennett.

Mr. Bennett tried to cut in
Please Turn to Page Two 

See: “Bennett”

won his point, for 
Labor Minister Lyle Wicks got 
up and moved that the ques­
tion of seasonal unemploy­
ment be referred to the stand­
ing committee on labor.

The government benches 
tried to influence the Speaker 
to an early vote on the mo­
tion but Mr. Strachan held his 
ground, opening up the lengthy 
debate.

After he had spoken for 
some 15 minutes, Premier 
Bennett insisted that he be 
allowed to speak in reply and 
the speaker ruled the debate 
would continue unrestricted.
WICKS’ MOTION

The Wicks’ motion stated:
“Whereas members of the 

House are concerned with the i 
impact of seasonal unemploy­
ment upon ’’ the people and 
economy of the province;

“And whereas it is desirable 
to determine what measure 
within the powers of the prov­
ince may be suggested to alle­
viate this annually recurring 
problem;

“Therefore be it resolved 
that upon its appointment the 
select committee on labor take 

I under examination the condi­
tions contributing to seasonal i 

I unemployment and the means 
available for alleviating this 

j problem and to report its 
|recommendations thereon to 
] this Houèe.”
I An opposition attempt to de- 
i-lete the word “seasonal” was 
[defeated by the 38-man gov- 
Ijemment .majority.
| The motion, said Mn 
^Strachan, was an attempt to

STRACHAN WINS OUT
He said the government was 

aiding employment by extend­
ing the Pacific Great Eastern 
Railway, building roads, ex­
panding the B.C. Power Com­
mission and building schools 
and bridges.

The government accepted a 
motion from Mr. Gregory to 
place the Femie question at 
the head of the labor commit­
tee’s agenda when it meets.

When the debate finally died 
out at 5:05 p.m. (it started 
shortly after 3 p.m.) the house 
unanimously adopted the gov- 

I ernment resolution. *
I Mr. Strachan had won his 
I fight for a full-scale debate.
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How Bennett Gets 
Those Surpluses

Underestimating, Underspending 
Does It, but '58 Could Be Lean Year

UPHILL SAYS:

Fernie
Facing
Disaster

peace 
more 
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VICTORIA — “There aJLeJ 
broken hearts in Fernie todaJBM

In his slow trembling grav^U 
voice and with glistening eyesn 
84-year-old MLA Tom Uphill 
spoke those words Friday in 
an appeal to the legislature to 
save his home town .from 
disaster.

Fernie, he said, has been hit 
harder by a slackening econ­
omy than “any other place on 
this continent."
COAL MINE CLOSING

The historic town's main 
industry, the Crows Nest Pass 
coal co. mine, is closing down 
“for good" next Thursday and 
890 men- — half the town’s 
workers—will be out of jobs.

Mr. Uphill, a member of the 
Legislature for Fernie since 
1920 and an old mining man 
himself, got a heartening 
answer from the House.

The legislature's standing 
committee on labor will* give 
the Fernie problem priority 
when it studies unemployment 
later this session.
NOTHING TO DO

The government itself was 
non-committal on direct as­
sistance.

Mines minister Kiernan said 
he had been in touch with of­
ficials of the Crow's Nest Pass 
pompany but found there was 
nothing the firm could do.

Arthur Turner (CCF-Van- 
couver East) said B.C. should 
ask the federal government to 
appoint a comptroller to keep 
the mine at Fernie going until 

I “something" permanent can 
be done.

1 George Gregory ( Lib-Vic-! 
toria) said he had talked to a 
Fernie delegation that, met the 
cabinet Friday.

The group was given “no 
commitment" of aid from the 
cabinet, he said.

Mr. Uphill himself protested- 
the firm’s shutdown “at a 
moment’s notice without, pro­
viding some form of compen- 

j eation to thé workers who 
have their life savings invested.

By ALEX YOUNG 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 

VICTORIA—How does Premier Bennett pile up his 
I huge surpluses?

The answer is simple: He that. Because of the under- 
merely under - estimates the estimating and underspending, 
amount of money the govern- the government didn’t have to 
ment expects to take in during touch that $10,000,00 left over 
any given year. from pre-Bennett days.
Fnp «, aitw hay And the Premier disclosed in
FOB BAIN y DAY hls pubiic accounts for that

The idea behind it is to tuck year> that the “left over" 
away sizeable sums for a amount from previous govem- 
“rainy day." ments had been “miscalcu-

In the latest fiscal year for iated.” It was really $17,000,- 
whch full details of income qoO.
anti outgo are known—1956- A(Jd t that the $3400000
S7™™UrP,US W°Und UP surplus from operations dur- 
$4UJUU,WU. , 1953-54, and the 1954 55

The premier originally es- ^ bcgan with an un.
•JS*.1 ‘JS?‘iSUStTS? sPent surplus of $20,000,000. 
$4,500,000 in his 1956-57 bud- ^ how ,t started.

on.. ... nnn The next year, 1954-55, theThe final figu ^ Bennett bydget predicted,
000 wasdisclosed to the leys- would see aU the accumulated 
lature Thursday in public ac- lug spent but lor fc.goo,. 
counts tabled by the premier. 000
VIVID PICTURE But thanks again to under-

A review of budget esti- estimation of revenue and un- 
mates and public accounts derspending, the government 
from 1953-54 to 1956-57 pro- added $15,500,000 instead, 
vides some vivid illustrations So 1955-56 started off with 
of the history of Social Credit a ncat surplus of $35,000,000. 
financing in B.C. SAME STORY

In the first Bennett budget, it was the same story in the 
for the 1953-54 fiscal year, 1955.59 fiscal year, 
revenue was estimated at $164,- Actual surplus at March 31, 
000,000. Available for spend- 1956: $49,000,000. 
ing on top of that was an All of that $49,000,000 was 
estimated $10,000,000 In sur- going to be spent In the 1956- 
plus carried over from pre- 57 fiscal year, except for $4,- 
vious years. 500,000, the premier said In

So the Scored said they had his original estimates. 
$174,000,000 to spend. They But the final story was told 
said they would spend $172,- In the legislature Thursday.

self 1

feverJ

000,000 of It, winding up the 
year with a surplus of $2,000,-

turn in the economy. In Fernie.



Peaceful Scene
By JAMES K. NESBITT

VICTORIA—Friday should have been a day of 
peace and harmony in your legislature, with nothing 
more than two maiden speeches by Social Crediters 
Speare of Cariboo and Gibson of Delta.

But the Leader of the Op- --------
position, Mr. Strachan, the 
CCF boss, planned it other­
wise, had his way, made a 
political speech, and then 
the premier made a political 
speech, and so politics bust 
but all over the house far 
more quickly than anyone 
expected.

Usually it takes several 
days; this time politics ar­
rived with a great bang, and 
so everyone had a fine time.

While Messrs..Speare and 
Gibson cooled their heels 
and tore their hair and bit 
their nails, the big guns—
Messrs. Bennett and Stra­
chan — roared forth, and

star and much preferring 
the whole afternoon to him­
self. By permitting Mr. Gib­
son to speak on Monday, 
the premier was getting 
even with Mr. Strachan.

However, it was Mr. 
Strachan who threw the

day. Such is the way of 
politics when it creeps into 
our legislature, which is 
most of the time.

ered when Mr. Strachan 
talked. Mr. Strachan snick­
ered when the premier 
talked.

“Shame on the whole So­
cial Credit government,” 
roared Mr. Strachan, to 
which Mr. Bennett replied: 
“Ho, ho, ho, ho!”

The premier said it 
most discourteous of 
Strachan to hold up the 
speeches of Messrs. Speare , ; 
and Gibson. Then the pre- a 
mier proceeded to do the f' 
very same thing, completely ; 
forgetting Messrs, Speare \ 
and Gibson as he orated J 
spectacularly.
Mr. Strachan, said the J 

premier, uses wild language. 
Never, said Mr. Strachan, 
has a government been so 

' afraid of criticism as Mr. | 
Bennett's government.

Liberal Mr. Gregory said I 
something or other, and Mr. 1 
Bennett, ènjoying the sound 
of his own oratory, which,
It must be said, was very 
-good, said something about 
“that little remnant of the 
Liberal party,” which caused 

j CCF Mr. Gargrave of Mac­
kenzie to cry out: “Who’s 
playing politics now?” Mr. 
Gargrave glared at the pre­
mier and the premier glared ! 
right back at Mr. Gargrave 
with: 'There's another 
hatchet man trying to heckle 
the premier.”

The premier got lots of 
heckling, as he defended his 
government, as he told all 
who would listen what a 
wonderful government he 

-‘i&s. As Mr. Strachan heckled 
•jfWay to his heart's content, 
>$&e premier said to him:

friend, will you stop 
jumping up and down like a

■finir r.hhll '*

Mr. Strachan, by a smart 
political manoeuvre, won 
the day. He wanted the 
House to discuss unemploy­
ment The premier didn't 
want such a discussion. Mr. 
Strachan kept manoeuvring, 
and so the House discussed 
unemployment. . If the pre­
mier hadn't insisted on mak­
ing a speech, the unemploy­
ment debate would have 
fallen flat Sut the premier 
lets no opportunity pass to 
tell everybody what a fine 
govdrhment he heads.

Mr. Speare finally got to 
his feet late in the day, mak­
ing a neat, quite satisfactory 
maiden speech, showing pro­
mise of being an effective 
MLA.

Mr. Gibson adjourned de­
bate until Monday, which 
didn’t please Mr. Strachan 
too much, since that means 

.Mr. Strachan will have to 
follow Mr. Gibson, and Mr. 
Strachan doesn't like fob 
lowing anyone, he being *

jâck rabbit."
CCF Mr. Nlmstck of Cran- 

brook hurled himself Into 
the fray and worked himself 
into a fever because W 
doesn't know what Social 
Credit is. Mr. Nimblclt al­
ways wants to know what 
Social Credit's all about The 
premier tries to Inform him, 
but Mr. Nimsick just can’t

im to
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%k. Probe Reiects 
iioxsey Cancer Cure

Secret Report 
Blasts Claims

HOXSEY
Continued from Page 1

to conduct a more detailed in­
vestigation.

The American Medical Asso­
ciation and American Cancer 
Institute have refused to inves­
tigate the treatment, despite 
the fact that the Hoxsey vs. 
orthodox medicine battle has 
been going on for 34 years.

Case histories of the eight 
patients were presented to the 
B.C. investigators.

Following the three days at 
the clinic the committee spept 
considerable time at AM A 
headquarters in Chicago and 
with the department of health, 
cancer institute and food and 
drugs administration in Wash-

By HAL DORN AN 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA — A government-appointed committee 
has rejected the controversial Hoxsey cancer cure.

The committee’s findings follow investigation of 
the Dallas, Texas, clinic and its treatment. The report 
rejects claims that Hoxsey has a cure for internal 
cancer.

The committee’s report will be presented to the 
legislature today. ^ÉÉljpjMÉSil

Its contents have been kept jJWBSg 
secret.

medical sources

MLA Asks 
Vodka Count

VICTORIA — Liberal MLA 
George Gregory of Victoria 
wants Attorney - General 
Robert Bonner to prove there 
hasn’t been “sufficient de­
mand" to justify sale 61 Vodka 
in liquor stores.

In a Written question on the 
legislature's order paper for 
today, Mr. Gregory has given 
notice he wants Mr. Bonner 
to tell the House how many 

I bottles of vodka were specially 
ordered in the six months 
ended Dec. 31, 1957.

Mr. Gregory was the MLA 
who got the AG to admit last 
session the public could get 
vodka from the liquor board 
by special order. Now, Mr. 
Gregory is pressing for sale 
by the bottle in liquor stores.

Informed 
say the report backs up the 
American Medical Association 
and U.S. government health 
department, which have 
Earned the public against the 
Hoxsey treatment.
#IRST PROBE 
F The B.C. investigation is be- 
i lieved to be the first formal 
investigation of H o x s e y’s 
treatment by a recognized edu­
cational authority.

It was ordered last March 
by the B.C. departments of' 
health and of education.

Dr. John W. Patterson, dean 
*bf UBC’s medical faculty, 
undertook the investigation. 
Chairman of the committee 
selected by Dean Patterson 

Mather,

Jngton.
The committee’s report will 

be debated by the legislature 
later in the session.
SOCKED PLEA

The question , was. first 
raised in the legislature by 
former. Socred MLA Lydia 
Arsens of • Victoria. Her de­
mand for ah investigation led 
the late E. E. Winch of Bur- ■ 
naby to investigate.

Mr. Winch was convinced 
that Hoxsey, the multi-million­
aire ex-coal miner, was curing 
cancer. He died before he was 
able to present his convictions 
to the Legislature, but his cru­
sade was taken up by Ran­
dolph Harding, MLA for 
Kaslo-Slocan, one of the ÇCF 
party’s ablest spokesmen in 
the province.

It was Mr. Harding’s plea 
for investigation that resulted 
In government action.
HOBSE MEDICINE

Hoxey, now 56, is owner of 
the Hoxsey Oil Co. in Texas. 
His "treatment” includes in­
ternal medicines and external 
salves, the formulas for which 
were discovered by his grand- 

| father in treating horses.
I Since he opened his first 
| clinic In 1924, he has been 
! Involved In hundreds of law­
suits and has won almost all 
of them.

He has demanded for years 
that the medical association 
and cancer institute Investi­
gate his treatment, promising 
to close his clinics if a thor­
ough Investigation proved his 
treatment does not cure can­
cer.

Orthodox medicine’s reply 
has been that anyone who con­
siders science obligated to In­
vestigate such a medicine or 
Its promoter is either stupid 
or dishonest—that scientific 
medicine needn't go beyond 
analysis of the Hoxsey • medi­
cines.

was Dr. jfimes M. 
professed of public health.

Members of the UBC com-1 
mittee included Dr. Harold E. I 
Taylor, professor of path-1 
ology; Dr. George D. Saxton, I 
chest surgeon; Dr. S. A. Jen-1 
nings, professor of mathe-1 
ma tics and president, MSA; 
Alfred Carrothers, associate 

j professor of law; Neal Har­
low, UBC librarian.
THREE LAYMEN 
, The six members were thus 
[equally divided, three medical 
doctors and three laymen.

They visited the Hoxsey 
clinic (now known as the Tay­
lor Clinic) In Dallas, Texas, 
for three days In July.

According to reports, Hox­
sey himself conducted them 
through the clinic, despite the 
fact he no longer participates 
in its operation.

The committee examined 
I and interrogated patients

Hoxsey and his staff- based 
I their claims for cures, both 
I for external and internal can- 
I cer,. on eight cases. But they 
I Invited the B.C. investigators

Please Turn to Page Two 
See: “Hoxsey”
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Hoxsey Cancer Treatment 
'Useless and Dangerous'

mm iFm iiv u

(More details on Page 15) .

By HAL DORNAN 
Sunn Staff Reporter

VICTORIA The Hoxsey 
cancer treatment is useless 
and dangerous.

Over half the patients from 
B.C. who have taken the treat­
ment—32 out of 78—are dead, 
dying, or their cancer is pro­
gressing.

In 18 of the other 27. there 
is no proof that the patients 
ever had cancer.

Only one case, an external 
cancer, was "cured" by the 
Hoxsey treatment.

The "cure" involved need­
less pain and disfigurement, 
and better results could have 
been obtained by orthodox 
means.

"We suggest these findings 
speak for themselves and in­
dicate the uselessness of the 
Hoxsey treatment for cancer."

That comment was contained 
in a special report tabled in 
the Legislature Monday.

It was signed by six mem­
bers of the faculty of the Uni- j 
versity of British Columbia.

Their conclusion, after per­
sonal investigation and a re-1 
view of documentary mater­
ial:

, "The procedures and the 
medications known as the : 
"Hoxsey treatment for can- ] 
cer” are of no value in the 
treatment of internal cancer, 
and the external treatments 
used have no place in modern 
cancer therapy.’

Said Health Minister Eric 
Martin, who presented the 
15,000-word report to the legis­
lature: "This . . . speaks for 
itself and the people of B.C. 
should pay close attention to 
its impartial findings.

“It will go a long way to­
wards clearing up doubts in 
the public’s minds."

Here are some of those find­
ings:

j 1 —There is an almost total 
neglect of basic principles 

of cleanliness in treating pa­
tients.
J2—Many patients are treated 

without evidence of cancer.

3— External treatments liter­
ally burn off the cancerous

tissue and adjacent normal

4— Histories taken at the 
clinic are "grossly inade­

quate" and there is no follow­
up of patients.
5— Laboratory tests bear no 

relation to the diagnosis of
cancer.
£—X-rays serve mainly to im­

press patients.
7—Physical examinations are 

superficial and inadequate, 
g—Biopsies or pathological 

confirmation of diagnosis 
are rarely sought and when 
made, the recorded diagnosis 
are inaccurate.
Ç—No staff has been hired 

and no research has been

- | .

carried out at the Hoxsey 
Cancer Research Foundation, 
set up in 1955.

In general, here is the way 
the clinic was observed to 
operate:

"Using an inadequate history 
taken by an unskilled oerson, 
with data from a few irrele­
vant laboratory and X-ray re­
ports, and without sufficient 
time for a complete physical 
examination, the osteopath 
makes a diagnosis of cancer 
and prescribes essentially the 
same treatment of pills for all 
patients.

"In our opinion, the diagnos­
tic methods used are inade­
quate, and useless or outmod­
ed treatments are employed

Please Turn to Page Two aw 
See: "B.C. Probers"

Continued from Pege l j
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known as the Taylor Clinic 
operated by Haary R. Taytor 
an osteopath. Hoxsey wtih- 
drew from management of he 
clinic last May.

Proper Diagnosis 
Found Locking

Repeatedly throughout the report, the UBC tea^re/erred 
to cases treated without any 
proper diagnosis of cancer.
who °heaB C' a woman 
who had accompanied her 
husband to the clinic decided 
that while there she should go 
through the clinic. She 
emerged with a diagnosis of 
cancer.

“We were able to check her 
X-rays and deny the diagnosis 
categorically, the UBC in­
vestigators reported.

Hoxsey, the multi-million­
aire who has been branded a 
quack and a charlatan by 
orthodox medicine for the past 
30 years, has made much in 
books and pamphlets of the 
fact that he would welcome 
investigation and a fair test 
of his medicines.

The B.C. committee re­
ported that during its visit in 
Dallas, Hotkey intimated he 
would be prepared to finance 
a research team.

“Dr. Harold E. Taylor 
professor of pathology, offer: 
ed, at no expense to Hoxsey, 
to carry out a controlled ex­
periment in his own labora­
tory in Vancouver, where he 
would test the Hoxsey medi­
cation against experimental 
cancer in rats.

“There has been considera­
ble correspondence since that 
time but as yet no material 
has arrived for testing,” the 
committee reported.

Of the internal medicines 
used by Hoxsey, the report 
said: “The most informed 
medical knowledge recognizes 
only two pharmacologically 
active components: a drug 
used in cough mixtures (po­
tassium iodide) and a drug 
commonly used as a laxative, 
Cascara.”

The UBC investigation re­
sulted from repeated refer- 
.nee to the Hoxsey treatment 
during the past two sessions 
of the legislature.

It was first raised by Lydia 
Arsens, former Socred MLA 
for Victoria, in 1956.

Last year, after a plea from 
Randolph Harding (CCF— 
Kaslo-Slocan), Health Minister 
Martin and Education Minister 
Lea Peterson asked Dr. John 
W. Patterson, dean of médi­

té at UBC, to conduct an 
'Partial review of the Hox- 

Bey treatment.
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$12,000 Spent on 
I Probe by B.C.

The ministers estimated 
Monday the investigation has 
cost the province $12,000.

The committee reported the 
Hoxsey clinic is housed in a 
converted house, with no 
facilities for in-patients. Those 
requiring bed care are placed 
in nursing homes and certain 
osteopathic hospitals.

The clinic was "overcrowded, 
with minimal facilities.

"Patients occupied every 
available space. The premises 
were cluttered. There was no 
resemblance to what one 
would expect in a long-estab­
lished and profitable institution 
dealing with so large a body 
of patients. Neither equipment 
nor facilities were impressive."

‘‘We were told the profes­
sional staff consisted of five 
doctors of osteopathy and two 
of medicine," the report said. 
“We did not meet any staff 
members who possessed the 
degree of doctor of medicine.”

How Hoxsey 
Gets His Patients

How does Hoxey get pa-

The report describes the 
|various publicity pieces put 
lout by the clinic—books by 
I Hoxsey and publications like 
I "Defender Magazine” and 
I "Man’s Magazine." But besides 
I these, many referrals are by 
I individuals.

B.C. patients’ charts showed 
1 they had been referred by 
I health stores, “member of Par- 
I liament,” "senator in Vic- 
1 toria” (believed to have been 
| the patients’ description of 
B Mrs. Arsens) naturopaths, 
I naturopathic magazines and 
I radio programs.

Laboratory tests "appear to 
I be done accurately but in no 
[instance do they bear any spe­
cial relevance to the diagnosis 
| of cancer.”

The radiologist, Dr. Donald 
I Watt, is certified by the Os- 
Iteopathic board. Chest plates 
|and X-rays of bones are well 

aken, but those for the gas- 
rointestinal tract or digestive 
ystem were found to be 
pmpletely inadequate.”
Some of the committee’s 

I st damning observations 
| re made in describing 
i rsical examination and 

itment of patients.
'he patient was a man of 

I with a growth on his lower

een attending the 
I clinic for six months or more," 

the investigators said. "It was 
I stated he had a tumor the size 
] of a pecan. When we saw him 
1 he had a deep sloughing ulcer, 

the result of repeated applica- 
I tion of a corrosive material.

"There was no confirmatory 
| pathological evidence that this 
| condition was cancerous. This B type of cancer is readily treat- "
I ed with radiation or surgery ■
I with an excellent expectation 
! of cure, and with minimum 
I discomfort, pain, and dis- 
I figurement.

"He had had six months of 
[painful, disagreeable therapy 
I of an entirely inadequate 
a type, but his confidence, and 
! that of his son, was apparent- 
1 ly unshaken. He obviously 
I felt that his life had been gg 
I saved by this treatment.” H 

The report detailed charges bi 
| made for treatments. The 
| basic charge is $400 plus lab- 
j oratory and X-ray services.
I An estimate of the average 
I cost to a B.C. patient, includ- 
| ing transportation, “is prob- 
B ably not less than $700 and 

could be substantially higher."
The only follow-up of pa­

ll tients is a form letter mailed 
iif a patient does not return in 
I six months, as requested, the 
| committee found.

"This, so far as we could 
[] ascertain, is the only attempt 
| made at follow-up. It is ob- 
[] vious that the (clinic) is in no 
\\ position to assess the results 
I of its treatment. Because there 
jj is no systematic method of 
| follow-up, the clinic does not 
I know what happens to the 
tgreat majority of patients.”

The 32 B.C. patients who 
I have died are still carried on 
[the clinic’s "active" list

The committee reported in 
I detail some of the wrong diag- 
I noses found by UBC’s path- 
| ology professor.

Of four diagnosed as a 
[highly malignant type of can- 
|cer, three were entirely non- 
I malignant. (Two were benign 
Iskin diseases and the other a 
|cyst).

Another diagnosed as can- 
Bcer of the ear "was in fact a 
j normal piece of ear cartilage,”
I the report said.

8 'Cured' Cases 
[Poor Testimony

On the final day at the I 
I clinic, Hoxsey himself present- y 
led the UBC team his eight 1 
I "cured" cases, fey which he 8 
[hoped to prove his treatment’s[ 
[validity. He brought two from]
■ Oklahoma and one from New| 
[Mexico, and claimed all of| 
■them had been cured by his g 
[treatment.

Seven of the eight had ap-I 
Ipeared as witnesses for Hox-T 
I sey in a trial in Pittsburgh in I 
11956. The committee’s report | 
[said:

"From the supposed 25,0001 
[cases that have been treated,] 
[the eight we saw are ob-1 
[viously prize examples, used [ 
[over and over again as evi-B 
dence of the value of the |[
| treatment.

"The cases represent a varl- 
lety of types: In two there was l|

never a proven diagnosis of 
malignancy: in two others the 

; treatment given before coming 
8 to the Hoxsey clinic was ade­
quate by all accepted medical

I
11"'standards; in two the symp­

toms which brought them to || 
the Hoxsey clinic were the na- 

,'itural result of recent surgery 
jgor radiation and their clear- 
i'jing was probably a result of 
* the passage of time.

"In one. a minor operation 
ê! performed before the visit to 
g the clinic, may well have been 

sufficient to have cured an 
early cancer. The final patient, 
said to have an (external 
cancer) • and to have been 
treated nine years previously 
at the Hoxsey clinic, now ap­
pears to be clinically cured.

Cases Checked 
By Committee

One of the features of the 
UBC report was the detailed 
follow-up by the committee of 
B.C. cases.

Said the investigators:
“These are our own people/ 

in whom we have a special in­
terest; they are important to 
this study because we could 
follow them up most fully."

The committee located 71 of 
the 78 cases for follow-up. Of 
these 32 are dead and nine are 
dying or are suffering a pro­
gression of the disease. Seven 
had curative treatment prior 
to Hoxsey. one is reported 
"cured" and in four cases re­
sults are inconclusive (too 
early to determine ).

Of 18 cases treated for can­
cer, where there was no proof 
of such diagnosis, the commit- 

; tee had this to say: "There is 
a possibility that among these 
patients may have been some 
who actually had cancer and 
who, by going to the Hoxsey 
Clinic, may have lessened their 
chances for survival by their 
failure to seek proven treat­
ment at once."

"One not unusual type of 
patient is the one with indi 
gestion—diagnosed as cancer 
by X-ray examination at the 
clinic. There were five of 
these . . . findings would sug 
gest that most of them were 
suffering from ulcers.”

The "cured B.C. case was 
diagnosed in 1953 as having a 
slow-growing cancer of the

The patient, an elderly 
woman, refused surgery, was 
treated with the Hoxsey cor­
rosive salve which “did in fact 
remove the cancerous growth, 
along with a good deal of 
normal tissue.”

"This is a case which could 
have been readily treated by 
radiation or surgery,” the in­
vestigators said. "The (corro­
sive) treatment, discarded as 
obsolete by the medical pro­
fession years ago, did indeed 
remove the tumor, but with 
needless pain and disfigure­
ment.

Report Will Be 
Printed for Public

From data provided by gov­
ernment, medical and hospital 
authorities in the U.S. the 
committee outlined eight other 
similar "cancer cures” which 
have raised cancer-sufferers’ 
hopes.

As for the Hoxsey treat­
ment: There is no experimen­
tal evidence that the medica- 

FPPÜ ti°ns have any effect on tu­
mors in animals, much less 
humans.

The 15,000 word report will 
be printed for the public,

I Health Minister Martin an­
nounced.

"We have had many 're­
quests, even from the eastern 
U.S.,” he said.

It will likely sell Stir one 
Ig g dollar per copy.

The report is signed at the 
| University of B.C. by: Dr. 

James M. Mather, chairman, 
head of the department of 
public health; Neal Harlow, 
University librarian; Dr. 
George D. Saxton, department 
of surgery; A. W. R. Car- 
rothers, faculty of law; Dr. S. 
A. Jennings, department of 
mathematics; Dr. Harold E. 
Taylor, head of the depart­
ment of pathology.

'
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Gregory: “You’d better nol 
goad me.”

Sommers: “I’ll goad you as 
much as I please.”

Gregory: “If you goad m< 
any more TH really start off.’

Sommers: “You don’t havi 
the guts to talk about it."

Gregory (white - faced, bu 
trying to joke): “Mr. Speaker 
I believe that last year w 
agreed not to use guts.”

Sommers (speaking ove 
Gregory) : “You are just ye 
low.” Pause. Complete silenc 
In House.

Gregory (slowly, evenly)

GEQBGE GREGORY 
.“better not goad me’

“I am not

Sommers:

“Order.

R. E. SOMMERS

whimsical, charming, al­
ways in control of himself; 
yet, to, he hurled barbs at 
the government, and while 
they hit home, they hit with 
a quiet, though penetrating 
sting, rather than with the 
crash of a club.

Yes, Mr. Strachan has 
come a long way in a short 
time. That’s why the prem­
ier has more fear of him 
than of the Liberals.

* * *
Before Mr. Strachan, 

there was a maiden speech— 
from Social Credit Mr. Gib­
son of Delta, a tall, thin 
balding gentleman, who 
wasted no words, presented 
his message in concise style, 
and is no mumbler, praises 
be.

. » Mr. Gibson, being a good 
Socred, found the premier 
a quite wonderful person.

The premier, said Mr. Gib­
son, had done so much that 
had seemed impossible, that 
wouldn’t the premier, please, 
now do something to in­
crease social allowances?

Mr. Gibson, you see, put 
his complaint into a wreath 
of praise.

* ★ ★
Liberal Mr. Gregory 

spoke Monday, too. He got 
into an altercation with Mr. 
Sommers of Rossland-Trail, 
whom he had deliberately 
baited.

Mr. Sommers called Mr. 
Gregory “yellow," said he 
had “no guts.”

Mr. Gregory, with a fine 
show of dignity and self-con­
trol, didn’t reply in kind.

Mr. Speaker Shantz ig­
nored the highly unparlia­
mentary epithets hurled by 
Mr. Sommers.

One might have expected 
him to pound his gavel in 
horror.

* * *
Mr. Strachan, in a smart

new suit, rose to say it 
would be a quiet day, an 
afternoon of relaxation, that 
he was almost at peace with 
the world, considering as 
how he had be'en to a Burns 
dinner in Duncan and stuff­
ed himself with haggis, 
which, to him, Scottish-born, 
is as a feast for the gods.

Thus Mr. Strachan, in 
gentle, friendly words, 
sought to lull the govern­
ment.

But we knew his “peace 
with the world” attitude 
wouldn’t last long.

The minute he looked 
once more at the speech 
from the throne, he was 
anything but at peace with 
the government 

The throne speech, said 
Mr. Strachan, said nothing 
and said it well -r-, merely 

>Showed, to him, what he

Strachan Shows 
New Sureness

By JAMES K. NESBITT
VICTORIA—The leader of the opposition, Mr. 

Strachan, showed a new sureness Monday. Last ses­
sion he was feeling his way, and there was a lot of his 
old blunder-buss about him.

Monday he was smooth,
called the government's 
complete bankruptcy of BS 
ideas and policies.

The premier, of course, 
expected Mr. Strachan to 
talk this way. and so merely 1 
looked bored.

* * *
Mr. Strachan then tried

politics, said that last ses­
sion he had listened to what 
he called screams from the 
government side of the ] 
house, as cabinet ministers I 
prepared for the federal 
election. g

Mr. Martin, said Mr. Stra- 
chan, had become positively | 
hysterical.

Mr. Strachan expressed 
thanks that what he called 
the cabinet’s “peregrina­
tions and convolutions” 
hadn't paid off very much 
for Social Credit.

As to last September’s 
three B.C. by-elections, Mr. 
Strachan found in them 
clear indication that the gov­
ernment’s jig is just about 
up, that the people of B.C. 
are getting fed up with 
what’s being handed them 
by what he called “this con­
glomeration across the way.”

It was at this point the 
premier and Attorney - Gen­
eral Bonner heckled Mr. 
Strachan a little, and Mr. 
Martin called out “nonsense.”

This pleased Mr. Strachan, 
who, theatrically, his eyes to 
the crowded galleries, hands 
on hips, said: “They cer­
tainly don’t like criticism— 
I’ve never seen a govern­
ment that so wriggled and 
writhed when anyone gives 
them a little advice. This 
government has a pathologi­
cal fear of criticism.★ ★ ★

Mr. Strachan concentrated 
on the attorney - general. 
Everything Mr. Bonner does, 
said Mr. Strachan, is ill- 
considered and shows poor 
judgment.

“It’s always given in good 
humor,” said Mr. Bonner, 
looking not one whit worried 
and grinned at Mr. Strachan.

“I’ve sometimes laughed 
at the attorney-general, too,” 
said Mr. Strachan, and then 
he referred to this “so-called I 
attorney-general, ” a rather | 
personal insult, which Mr. 
Speaker Shantz chose* to 
ignore. And Mr. Bonner 
didn’t seem to care either.

Mr. Strachan has been 
reading a lot lately and so 
threw in some Latin 
phrases, and then explained 
what they meant as if no- 
one else would know.

The premier left the house 
and so did not hear Mr. 
Strachan say the govern­
ment skulks behind high' 
sounding, but false, benevo­
lences, whereas it is really, 
niggardly with people who 
need help.

Liberal MLA Called] 
/Yellow' by Sommers]

Clash Between Ex-Minister 
And Gregory Startles House

By Vancouver Sun Stall Reporter
VICTORIA — Liberal MLA George Gregory was 

told Monday by former lands and forests minister R. E. 
Sommers that he was “yellow” and had “no guts.”

The exchange electrified thé 
legislature as Mr. Gregory, 
MLA for Victoria, took part 
in the throne speech debate.

Mr. Gregory began to oiler 
his "congratulations" on the 
return to health o1 Mr. Som­
mers, who laces charges of 
conspiring to accept bribes in 
exchange lor forest manage­
ment licences while he was in 
the cabinet, 
CONGRATULATIONS 

“I want fo congratulate the I 
member lor Rossland-Trail for | 
his recovery of health . . 
started Mr. Gregory.

But he was interrupted by | 
Mr. Sommers and this scene f 
and dialogue followed:

Sommers (interrupting): ‘11 
don’t like your congratulations I 
at any time.”

“You’d better not|

you as I

- laced, but| 
joke) : "Mr. Speaker, [ 
that last year wej 

not to use guts."
(speaking overt 

“You are just yel-| 
Complete silence I

(slowly, evenly) : I 
going to discuss the | 

It is before the courts.” 
"You are yellow." I

Hugh Shan ts: I

Gregory: "I am glad he is 1 
going to have his day in court | 
and the chance he wants toj 
clear himself."

v Sommers: “You are just[ 
yellow."

yon are just yellow” Pause. Some opposition f
members groan.

Gregory: “I believe there 1st 
decision by Honorable Mr. I 

Justice Wilson on record t 
which indicates just who is I 
ol that color." End ot ex f 
change.
IMMUNITY USED 

Mir. Gregory said later he : 
vas referring to the decision 
Mr. Justice Wilson in the libel 
and slander action started by 
Mr. Sommers against the Van-1 
couver Sun. Vancouver Herald 
and Progressive Conservative 
leader Deane Flnlayson in 
1956).

^Justice Wilson dismissed 
action, noting Mr. Som­

mers had used the immunity 
of the legislature to make 
serious countercharges against 
his accusers.

Ottawa Urged to 
Fight U.S. Tariff

VICTORIA (CP)—The fed­
eral government should be 
urged to do everything pos­
sible to prevent the United 
States from placing a tariff on 
Imports of lead and zinc, Leo 
Nimsick (CCF - Çranbrook) 
said In a notice of motion.

Mr. Nimsick gave notice he 
would move that the B.C. gov- 

. ernment press Ottawa for ac­
tion oh the US. tariff pro-,

_ tlce said It was neces- 
that the tariff be pre- 
d because it "would eeri- 
* affect the economy ol
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Sommers (interrupting): “1 
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at any time."

Gregory: “You’d better not 
goad me.”

Sommers: ‘Til goad you as 
much as I please."

Gregory: “If you goad met 
any more I'll really start off.”

Sommers: “You don’t have '■ 
the guts to talk about it." B 

Gregory (white - faced, but E> 
trying to joke): “Mr. Speaker, |C 
I believe that last year we ® 
agreed not to use guts.”

Sommers (speaking over g 
Gregory): “You are just yel­
low." Pause. Complete silence S 
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Gregory (slowly, evenly) : K 
"I am not going to discuss the j 
case. It is before the courts.” i 

Sommers: "You are yellow." 
Speaker Hugh Shants: 

"Order."
Gregory: "I am glad he is 

going to have his day in court M 
and the chance he wants to 
clear himself."

Sommers: "You are just ; 
yellow."

Pause. Some opposition 
members groan.

Gregory: “I believe there is Pa 
a decision by Honorable Mr. a 
Justice Wilson on record 
which indicates just who is 0 
of that color.” End of ex- 
change,
IMMUNITY USED

Mir. Gregory said later he yUj 
v.-aa referring to the decision t-- i 
Mr. Justice Wilson in the libel [ 
and slander action started by j 
Mr. Sommers against the Van-1 
couver Sun. Vancouver Herald 
and Progressive Conservative ! 
leader Deane Finlayson -ml 

pro- 1956. • .
Mti. Justice Wilson dismissed | 

the action, noting Mr. Som-1 
mers had used the immunity 6 
of the legislature to make g 

of serious countercharges against || 
his accusers.

Socreds Easily Win 
House Test Vote

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA—The Social Credit government easily 

weathered its first non-confidence vote of the 1958 
session Monday.

But not before opposition 
leader Robert Strachan had 
charged:
] —“Penny - pinching and 

cheese-paring’’ is building 
up surpluses but threatening 
operations of schools, hospital, 
jails and mental institutions.
2— Civil servants are being 

made “second class citi­
zens’’ by the government’s re­
fusal to grant them collective 
bargaining rights.
3— Agriculture is being 

“neglected” while it suf­
fers a recession and the rest 
of B.C. is “half prosperous.”
4— T h e government should 

study general unemploy­
ment instead of "seasonal un- 
em ploy ment” as it has 
promised.
5— The government is show­

ing a tendency to "shuffle
off its responsibilities” by dele­
gating problems to too many 
special tribunals.

The CCF chieftain's non 
confidence motion, defeated 
36-13 without discussion, was 
based chiefly on cutbacks in 
services at provincial institu­
tions.

While this “niggardly throt­
tling and penny-pinching” is 
taking place, the government 
is “skulking behind high- 
sounding claims of benevol­
ence,” said Mr. Strachan.

“As a result of these policies 
there are unfortunate children 
who must sit blankly at home 
because the door of Woodlands 
school (for mentally retarded 
children) has been slammed in 
their faces,” he said.

At the same time, juvenile 
offenders are “cast among 
the hardened criminals.” 
“DEAD HAND OF 1890” 

“These will look in vain at 
this speech from the throne 
for hope and comfort,” he 

I declared.
! Mr. Strachan quoted from 

an 1890 British government 
statement that told British 

j civil servants they could “seek 
employment elsewhere” if 
they didn't like their condi­
tions of work.

“This is the same wording 
used by this government,” he 
said. “It shows the dead and 
dusty hand of 1890 is around 
the throat of this government 
preventing them from 
What the* promised.-

Farmers need a $10,000,000 
budget for the provincial agri­
culture department this 
coming year, he said, to “make 
up for what hasn’t been done 
in the past.”

Questions such as land de­
velopment, erosion, drainage, 
irrigation, low-interest loans, 
must be dealt with now to en­
sure the future of B.C. agri­
culture.

When he mentioned $10,- 
000,000 new agriculture min­
ister Newton P. Steacy 
groaned and shook his head.

Marketing is the farmers 
biggest problem, said Mr. 
Strachan, but in the 1956-57 
fiscal year the agriculture de­
partment underspent its mar­
kets branch budget by $22,000.

The opposition leader took 
the government to task for its
almost pathological fear of 

criticism.”
He likened Premier Bennett 

to the ruler of the “ancient 
forums of Rome, Cato the 
censor,” v
“I SO DECIDE”

“Every time he spoke, Cato 
invariably ended his speeches 
with the words, Î so decide. 
Like -Cato, the premier decides.
We aren’t supposed to ask 
questions or be critical.

“If we do we are wild, dis­
courteous, hatchetmén.”

Mr. Strach)an said a quota­
tion from the Canadian Social 
Créditer of, January last year 
could apply to the B.C. Socred 
government attitude. The 
quotation:

"Secrecy is the refuge of the 
corrupt or the incompetent; 
censorship is the screen for m 
those who dread the light.” ■

Municipal 
Payments vfcr 
BCHIS Hit

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — A Social 

Credit MLA proposed Monday 
that the government wipe out 
compulsory municipal contri­
butions to hospital insurance 

Icosts.
Gordon Gibson (SC-Delta),

|in seconding the address in 
j reply to the throne speech, 
urged that the 70 cents per 
patient day charge against 
municipalities toward BCHIS 
be abolished.

“All municipalities in my 
constituency have repeatedly 
found this charge to be parti­
cularly onerous,” said Mr. Gib­
son in his maiden speech.

It has been customary for 
those selected to move and 
second the reply to elaborate 
on policy announced in the 
throne speech.

But in recent years Social 
! Credit MLAs have not done 
| so. thus political observers 
I believe Mr. Gibson was ex­
pressing his opinions as an 
individual MLA.

Mr. Gibson also recom­
mended:

Additional aid towards mu­
nicipal welfare costs; estab­
lishment of hospital districts;

RAINMAKERS 
DON'T DO IT

By Son Staff Reporter
VICTORIA—The B.C. Re­

search Council has con­
firmed its suspicions that no 
change in rainfall as a re­
sult of professional rain­
makers , cloud-seeding has 
been proved.

The council said so in a 
report to Lands and Forests 
Minister Ray Williston, 
tabled Monday in the legis­
lature. *

The bulky mass of statis­
tics backs up the research 
council’s report to the 1957 
session of the legislature 
that cloud-seeding had “neg­
ligible’ effects.

—-—

kvA- :

Jobless 
Probe to 
Start Soon

VICTORIA—The unemploy-1 
ment probe authorized by the! 
legislature Friday is expected | 
to start within a week.

Appointments of MLAs toj 
the standing committee on 1 
labor were approved by Iegis-| 
lature Monday.

First meeting, to elect a | 
chairman, is expected to be f! 
held in two or three days.

First problem the commit-1 
tee will deal with is the I 
closure, Jan. 31, of the Crows I 
Nest Pass Coal Company’s Elk| 
River mine at Femle. This I 
will throw nearly 400 miners I 
out of work. [
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Members of the labor com­
mittee are:' j

Social Credit: O. R. New-1 
ton, William Asselstine, Herb 
Bruch, Gordon Gibson, George 
Massey, Bill Murray, Bert 
Price, Don Robinson, R. E. 
Sommers, John T i s d a 11 e, 
Labor Minister Lyle Wicks.

CCF: Cedric Cox, Rae Ed­
die, John Squire.

liberal: George Gregory.
Independent Labor: Tom 

Uphill.
Another major committee, 

which will hear Vancouver's 
request f6r Sunday sports and 
other city charter amend­
ments, also is expected to 
start sittings in about a week. 
Members of this, the private 
bills committee, are:

Socred: Alex Matthew, Mr. 
Asselstine, Tom Bate,, Dan 
Campbell, Mr. Price, Mr. Rob­
inson, Fred Sharp, Cyril Shel- 
ford, High Shirreff, Don 
Smithy Mrs. Buda Brown, pro­
vincial secretary W. D. Black.

CCF: Gordon Dowding, 
Mr. Eddie, Arthur Turner.

Liberal: Mr. Gregory.
JUVENILE DELINQUENCY

Social welfare and education 
committee, which will study 
juvenile delinquency in B.C., is 
composed of:

Socred: Mr. Price, Mr. 
Bruch, Mel Bryan, Ivan Camp­
bell, Mr. Matthew, William 
Speare, John Tisdalle, Mrs. 

‘own; Health Minister Eric 
dr tin, Education Minister 

Ü# Peterson;
£CCF: Mr. Dowding, Tony
prgrave, Ran Harding, Mrs.
buis Haggen;
Liberal: Archie Gibbs.

Strachan Says Gov’t Still 
Floating on ’River of Gold’

By Sun Staff Reporter 
VI CTO RIA — Opposition 

leader Robert Strachan doesn’t 
believe the British Columbia 
Social Credit government to 
"broke."

“I refuse to believe that even 
Socred government could 

^Hindered this lives

gold,” he told the House Mon-

He said he believed the gov­
ernment, by Us cutbacks in 
services, Is trying to create the 
Impression It is hard up.

Instead, he predicted, Pre­
mier Bennett to doing It so he 

be able In a week or two, 
present a record budget 
“—000.

“He needs something spec-1 
tscular, something flam buoy- r 
ant In what he likes to call this | 
great centennial yeer," said I 
Mr. Strachan.

“He needs this to try to turn I 
the public’s attention awayj 

his government’s short-1
in the last several I
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INTEREST

Bonner Rapped 
In Sommers Case
VICTORIA Opposition leader Robert Strachan 

charged Monday that “self interest” was responsible for 
Attorney-General Robert Bonner’s handling of bribery 
accusations against a former cabinet colleague.

"Bonner bungled," Mr. Stra-
cHan told the .Legislature as SUICIDE COMPLEX
he launched an attack on the MB On general forest p 
way Mr. Bonner dealt with the §1 I Mr. Strachan said the 
charges originally màde two jfl | was opposed to the basic 
years ago against former 
Lands and Forests Minister R. 
E. Sommers.

"He identified himself and 
the government with those 
who now stand charged in the 
courts of our land," declared 
the CCF leader.
-STANDS CONVICTED’

“No matter how the court 
case ends, the attorney-gen­
eral stands convicted as a man 
who put his political duty be­
fore his public duty.”

Mr. Strachan also levelled a 
general protest against the 
principle of forest manage­
ment licences.

TJie CCF, he said, will op­
pose any further granting of 
management licences.

Later in throne speech de­
bate, Liberal MLA George 
Gregory said all licences so 
far issued should be investi­
gated because of the "mess 
forestry is now in.”
‘PEOFIJE SHOULD KNOW

Such a probe should be the 
first assignment given former 
chief Justice Gordon Sloan, 
who is now the government’s 
$50,000-a-year forestry ad­
viser, said Mr. Gregory.

“I don’t know if there has 
been skullduggery in -any 
other government’s day,” said 
Mr. Gregory, "but the people 
should know.

"There should be a complete 
investigation of the circum­
stances surrounding the grant­
ing of every forest manage­
ment licence, right from 
licence No. 1.”

In dealing with Mr. Bonner, 
the Opposition leader said the 
attorney-general had been 
guilty of “self-interest of the 
most compelling nature.”

Mr. Strachan said he would! 
net comment on charges of 
conspiracy to accept and give 
bribes now pending against 
Mr. Sommers and several

‘SORRY AFFAIR’
T will not comment even 

though one of the companies 
now involved has been send­
ing out circulars all over the 

I country publicly commenting 
on the . case,” he said.

"But I will comment on the 
part played by the Attorney- 
General in this whole sorry 
affair. I know he has clouded 

I the issue with the Jargon of 
his voice-worn phrases and the 
ingenuities of . legal verbiage. 
He is very good at that"

I Mr. Strachan asked: “What 
I evidence did the attomey-

took ownership of the fftrests 
out of the hands of the public.

D P I. «..or iovaM Ko.Today B.C. Is over taxed be­
cause it has lost control of the 
forests, he said.

The government has a “sui­
cide complex’ that impels it to 
“get rid of the forests as 
quickly as possible.”

Appointment of Mr. Sloan 
was also attacked. The govern­
ment, he said, was using “his 
name to bypass and belittle 
the legislature.”

In his royal commission re­
port on forestry, said Mr. 
Strachan, Mr. Sloan recom­
mended appointment of a for­
est “chairman” only by legisla­
tion. Thus the government 
was acting against his ideas.
«DREADFUL THING'

In his speech, Mr. Gregory 
said appointment of Mr. Sloan 
yfcs “pleasing,” but added it 
was a “dreadful thing that 
forestry in B.C. was in such a 
mess that we have to take one 
of our finest jurists off the 

I bench to clean it up.”
He said he also was «‘dis­

tressed” that another jurist,
\ J. V. Clyne, had gone into pri­
vate industry.

I Mr. Gregory, a lawyer, said 
it was his understanding that 
when a man took a judgeship 

Ut was “for life,” and that he 
I shouldn't leave “no matter 
I what the inducement.”
I Mr. Clyne took over chair- 
Imanship of MacMillan and 
iBtoedel, a large forestry firm, 
[at > reported salary of $80,000.

Charge that Attorney- 
General Bonner "bung­
led” handling of bribery 
accusations against a 
former lands and forests 
minister was made in 
House Monday by CCF 
leader Robert Strachan 
(above).

$50,000
Keeps Phil
Up in Air

By Sun Staff Reporter 
! VICTORIA — Repairs cost­
ing more than $50,000 were 
done to highways department 
aircraft during the 1956-1957 
fiscal year.
, The total was reported in 
the highways department re­
port submitted to the legisla­
ture by Highways Minister 
P. A. Gaglardl. 

i Precise total was $50,196.63 
it was labelled “aircraft re­
pairs” and did not specify
whether this Included main­
tenance and operation. The 
two highways department air-1 

! craft a Mark V Anson wheeled 
aircraft and a Grumman Wid- 

Igeon amphibian, the latter Mr. 
i Gaglardi's favorite, are main- 
1 tabled and operated 'JÈÊjÊÊtt 
I highways department [contract by tire Paclfli

general have (when criminal 
charges were laid recently) under

his almost two

'

fl*
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Gov't 
Open
Over Sommers|

North Van MLA 
Asks Bonner Quit

By ALEX YOUNG and HAL DORNAN 
e Vancouver 'Sun Staff Reporters 

VICTORIA—Open revolt over the Sbmmers case 
rocked the Social Credit government of British 
Columbia today.

A Socfed MLA demanded the resignation of] 
Attorney-General Robert Bonner for "failing to do his 
duty" in the case.

Mel Bryan (SC—North Vancouver) voiced his] 
opinion in what he said was a “grave moment for.mel 

. . reached after most serious soul-searching."
Mr. Bryan Is courting expul-

i
li!

sion from the government p| 
caucus and the Social Credit EÏ 
party by taking his stand.

In a statement prepared for 
presentation to the legislature 
today, he said the attorney- 
general- should quit, because, 
his two-year delay in taking 
action showed he lacks “appre? |p 
ciation of the basic concepts in- ™ 
herent in the high office he 
holds.”

“A very important principle 
is at stake here, a very 
precious principle—a principle 
I am not prepared to sacrifice 

Win the interests .of party 
unity,” he declared.

“(It is) a fundamental is­
sue that should have been 
dealt with without any con­
cern for political questions or 
party loyalties.”
REFUSED TO ACT 

He was talking about the 
refusal of Mr. Bonner from 
December, 1955, to November, 
1957, to" attempt to blear up 
allegations against the former 
lands and forests minister 
Robert Ë. Sommers.

Mr. Sommers now faces 
criminal charges of conspiring 
to accept bribes, in exchange 
for forest management lic­
ences.

The Bryan move could set 
the stage for further explo­
sive developments.

It is the first sign of a crack 
In the Socred government’s 
hold on its supporters since 
the Sommers case became 
B.C.’s hottest political issue.

Whether other backbenchers 
will support him depends to aj 

! great extent on how Premir^ 
Bennett meets this revolt.

The premier, in Vancou- 
for the Queen Mother s 

in- the House ti

BENNETT MOVE 
Mr. Bryan’s attack on the 

government is the most sig­
nificant ' move by a back­
bencher since 1952 when Pre­
mier Bennett himself turned 
on the coalition government, 
which he then supported, and 
crossed the floor of the House.

Mr. Bennett’s dramatic 
move then was part of a 
series of events that ended 
with collapse of the coalition 
and a general election that 
was won by the Socreds.

The “new rebel,” Mr. Bryan, 
is a former North Vancouver 
newspaper publisher and al­
derman who topped the polls 
in the two-member riding in 
the 1956 general election in

Please Turn to Page Two
See: “Gov’t MIA Asks”

Gov't MLA Asks 
Bonner to Quit

Continued from Page 11

F iis entry into provincial poll- 
ics.

“I was one of the candidates 
|who fought for this govern­
ment (believing) assurances 
|from the attorney - general 
that there was more sound 
and fury than substance in the 
allegations,” he said today.

“I and candidates like me 
were assured by the attorney- 
general’s statement that the 
allegations were ‘far-fetched’.”

Mr. Bryan’s statement start­
ed quietly:

“I want to speak about a 
question that has been causing 
extrême concern not only in 
my 6 riding, but to people 
throughout B.C.

“Over two years ago state­
ments were made concerning 
the operation of our great 
forestry industry and the gov­
ernment of this province.”

He described how the attor­
ney-general had dismissed the 

allegations as “far-fetched.” 
After tracing events which 

illowed the statements, he 
said:

“The chain of subsequent 
developments led to charges 
which are now being adjudi- 
cated — where thousands of 
British Columbians ^elt they

should have been adjudicated 
a long time ago—in the courts 
of our land.”

Mr. Bryan said Mr. Bonner's 
failure to deal with "an issue 
involving a cabinet minister 
and the government itself has 
placed a serious strain pn the 
respect and support that this 
government has enjoyed and 

. deserved.”
He said: "People are puzzled 

by the fast-moving chain of 
events of recent months.

"First, a commission - type 
of inquiry was set up to probe 
the allegations. Then it was 
hastily abandoned in favor of 
outright charges of conspiracy 
against several persons.

All this we must assume 
was based on the same state­
ments that our attorney-gen­
eral so blandly dismissed last 
year and the year before.

“What happened to change | 
his concept of law enforce-i 
ment so drastically?”

Mr. Bryan said it is his 
"honest conviction that the, 
attorney-general has shown a 
serious lack of ability to ful­
fill all the requirements of 
his high post.” ’,

“I call upon him to resign inj 
favor of someone who can,M 
he concluded.



jjSocred, CCFer Hit 
Institution Slashes

Buda Brown, Cox Ask Standards
Be Maintained in Hospitals, Jails
VICTORIA—Pleas against economy cuts at pro­

vincial institutions were voiced on both sides of the 
legislature Tuesday.

Mrs. Buda Brown (SC-Point 
Grey) and Cedric Cox (CCF- He! 
Burnaby) both pleaded with 
the government to retain ser­
vices provided at the Wood­
lands School, New Haven 
Borstal Home, Essondale Pro­
vincial Mentàl Hospital and 
other essential institutions.

Provincial Secretary Wes­
ley Black promised a full 
statement to the Legislature 
on the staff-and-service situa­
tion at Woodlands School for 
retarded children.
EMPTY BEDS

His promise followed Tues­
day’s Vancouver Sun story 
which reported empty beds 
and curtailed admissions at 
the school.

The story, by reporter Sim- 
ma Holt, disclosed there are 
'rows and rows” of empty 

beds at the institution, despite 
denials by Mr. Black.

The minister maintained 
service at Woodlands has not 
been curtailed.

“That is what I said origin­
ally, although I was quoted as 
saying there were no empty 
beds," he replied when asked 
to comment.

“My responsibility is to the 
House, and that is the proper 
place for me to make my state­
ment.
FOOLISH CUTS

“I don’t feel I have to an­
swer to a reporter’s story 
here.”

CCF member Cox described 
the Woodlands staff cuts ~~ 
“foolhardy."

He said: “The foolhardy re­
duction of staff is jeopardiz­
ing the existence of the 
school.”

Mr. Cox continued:
“I believe, at Woodlands, in 

some cases, it takes up to one 
and one-half hours to feed a 
child. “With close to 300 chtl 
dren in this category, the need 
is for more, not less, help.”

Mrs. Brown told the Legis­
lature:

“I am making a special plea 
on behalf of many women and 
women’s groups, to please con­
sider carefully before any 
changes are made at New 
Haven, Woodlands, Essondale 
and some of our other essen- 

il institutions.
B“I refuse to believe that thl 
government, having progress­
ed so far in new institutional 
care, could possibly now cur­
tail necessary staff and ad­
ministration.

: ,“It would be a retrograde
Wm

County Courts 
Get More Wills

By Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA—An amendment 

to the County Court Act, In­
troduced In the legislature 
Tuesday permits county courts 
to probate wills on estates up 
$5,000, Instead of the $3,000 
limit now In force.

Anything exceeding $5,000 
will be dealt with by Supreme 
Coùrt >'

m

Gov't Urged to Take Action 
On Juvenile Delinquency

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA—A second look 

at the B.C. government’s ap­
proach to juvenile delinquency 
was urged in the Legislature 
Tuesday by a Vancouver MLA.

Mrs. Buda Brown (SC—Van­
couver—Pqlnt Grey) proposed 
establishment of a standing 
committee of “lay people as 
well as government person­
nel” to keep a close watch on 
the problem,

“Our program of correction 
in the institutions we now 
have need» overhauling," said 
Mrs. Brown.
t The committee would meet 
yearly or semi-annually to 
"keep abreast” of what is be­
ing done and would be re­
sponsible to the attornpy-gen- 
eral’s department.

She said the words “indus­
trial school” shoüld “mean 
just that.”

“I feel it is time all otir cor­
rectional institutions were 
under the attorney-general’s 
department.

“The juvenile who commits 
a crime against society must 
be punished as any other in­
dividual who commits a crime.

“I do not believe that trans­
ferring our juvenile offenders 
to beautiful, new quarters will 

• change their attitude one bit. 
What will change it is stricter 
discipline and plenty of 
work.”

Mrs. Brown criticized proba-

PRIVATE BILL

Sunday Sport 
Bylaw Seen 
Sure to Fail

VICTORIA (CP) — A pri­
vate bill which Would permit 
municipal councils to pass 
Sunday sports bylaws will be 
introduced to the legislature 
this week by Gordon Dowd- 
tag (CCF-Buroaby).

It would provide that If 11 
per cerft of the electorate asks 
lor a plebiscite on the issue 
of commercial sport on Sun­
days, electors would vote on:

“Are you In favor of a 
municipal bylaw authorizing 
the playing of public athletic 

a and sport» on the 
s Day (British Columbia) 

;7"
If the vote favored Sunday 

sports oeundl could then puss 
bylaw permitting them.
H Is doubtful the govern- 

ment will accept the bill.

lion for “those who have 
stolen an automobile not once 
not twice, but a dozen times.

“It is just ridiculous,’’ she 
said. And it Is “useless" to 
place youthful offenders In 
detention without a program 
that maintains strict and se­
vere discipline.

Magistrates 
In B.G. Must 
Quit at 75

VICTORIA-—A law provid­
ing compulsory retirement of 
magistrates at 75 will be 

I passed by the B.C. Legisla­
ture.

Measure was contained In a 
bin presented to the Legisla­
ture Tuesday by Attorney- 
General Robert Bonner.

It wlU apply to both stipen­
diary magistrates and police 
magistrates.

There is no age limit now, 
although present government 
policy endorses the 75-year 
limit

All magistrates who are 75 
| upon passage of the bin WlU 

cease to hold office as of June, 
1958, the bUl declares.

Another section of the blU 
also aUows the cabinet to ex­
tend the term of a 75-year-old 
magistrate by no more than 
one year.

The blU was one of eight 
submitted to the House Tues­
day. Most of them were 
"housekeeping” bills, provid­
ing technical changes to exist­
ing acts.

Job Probe 
Organized

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — The Legisla­

ture probe Into seasonal un­
employment Is being organiz­
ed today.

The House standing commit­
tee on labor meets to elect a 
chairman and secretary and 
arrange a schedule for hear- 
tags. A study of the coalmine 
closure that threatens Femie 
wiU take top priority.

Another important commit­
tee, private büls, Is holding 
its organizational session to­
day also.

This committee wUl hear 
Vancouver’s request for Sun­
day sports legislation, in the 
form of an amendment to the 
city’s legislature-granted char­
ter,

No opposition is expected.

I Park Work Urged
VICTORIA-:

rged
Immediate

I hiring of unemployed 
(work developing provincial 
1 parks was urged In the legl» 
I latere by Mrs. Buda Brown 
] (SC-Vancouver- 
I and Cedric Cox 
|ndÇy)

University Change
$ VICTORIA—An amendment 
to the B.C. University Act has 

educed, placing two 
of the faculty of 

College, a UBC 
i the board, of gov- 
jrtbe University of 

Bti l ................. .. ® ‘
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tion for “those Who have 
stolen an automobile not once 
not twice, but a dozen times.

"It is just ridiculous,” she 
said. And it is ‘‘useless" to 
place youthful offenders in 
detention without a program 
that maintains strict and se­
vere discipline.
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Organized
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By Sun Stuff Reporter
VICTORIA — The Legisla­

ture probe into seasonal un­
employment is being organiz­
ed today.

The House standing commit­
tee on labor meets to elect a 
chairman and secretary and 
arrange a schedule for hear­
ings. A study of the coal-mine 
closure that threatens Femie 
will take top priority.

Another important commit­
tee, private bills, is holding 
its organizational session to­
day also.

This committee will hear 
Vancouver's request for Sun­
day sports legislation, in the 
form of an amendment to the 
city’s legislature-granted char­
ter,

.No opposition is expected.

University Change
• VICTORIA—An amendment II 

tq the B.C. University Act has l| 
lÉérodeced, placing two fl 

of the faculty of ||
Cel lege, a

the board of gov-1 
__________toie University of)
b.<4H ■ hi m i i »

1 CAPITAL COLUMN

Mr. Bonner Stirs 
Up No Fireworks

By JAMES K. NESBITT

VICTORIA—Tuesday was quiet in the iegisia- 
; ture. Even the attorney-general, Mr. Bonner, couldn’t 
1 stir things up very much.

He didn’t really try too 
[;much, preferring to make a 
| serious speech on jails and 
European trade.

* * *
He tangled a bit with the 

opposition, said it often feels 
.so hopeless it whistles in the 
dark, which prompted opposi­
tion leader Strachan, to 
snipe: “You live in the dark."

Mr. Bonner said he didn't 
-think much of Mr. Strachan’s 

I'attack the day before on the 
\ government’s policy, and Mr. 
|;Strachan said, "So what."

The government hasn’t 
j! any policy, or so it appears 
! to him.-

Mr. Strachan had said the 
; government pinches pennies 
• and pares cheese when it 
comes to spending the 

| -people’s money on the people 
; who need help.

That’s not so, replied Mr. 
Bonner, who is quite umffcle 

; to turn himself into a tub- 
■ thumping political orator.

Indeed, said the AG, the 
^government is well and ade- 

I quately looking after essen- 
[ tial services for the public.

★. ★ *•

There was another maiden
speech Tuesday, this time 

! from CCFer Mr. Cedric Cox 
^of Burnaby, elected in a by- 
! election last September.*

Mr. Cox’s wife is a daugh- 
Jfter of the late Ernest 
1?Winch, for years the CCF 

member for Burnaby.
Mr. Cox said he hopes to 

‘ follow in Mr. Winch’s foot- 
f steps, and so he asked for 
I further assistance for senior 
| citizens and people on social 
(-welfare.

“Mr. Premier, I beg you 
give more consideration 

[to the huma» needs in our 
1 ^institutions,” said Mr. Cox.^, 

i But Mr. Cox was reading 
8'his speech, without any 
1 flourishes, and Mr. Premier 
I was studying a document.

A minute later Mr. Prem- 
11er went out of the House, 

and so he had but the dim­
mest idea of what Mr. Cox 

I was talking about.
When MLAs read their 

(speeches, they’re usually 
j difficult to listen to, and 
I sound too much like a mo- 
! notonously intoned tale that 
[ has been told before.

/"■" * * *
Mr. Cox Is no voice-to-the- 

I rafters like his late father- 
I in-law, and his brother-ln- 
llari, Harold Winch, MP,
I who, between them, for 
■ years, often had this legis- 
I lature in uproar..

Mr. Cox Is pleasant, evi­
dently a plodder, but quite 
unspectacular — he may 

^change. MLAs often do, 
once they get their bearings.

His wife occupies a unique 
niche on the distaff side of 
our political history.

She is daughter, sister and 
wife of B.C. MLAs.

Nof many women in our 
history have had that claim 
to fame. A few years agq 
the late Mrs. Joseph Hunter 
had a similar niche—daugh­
ter of an MLA (Dr. J. D. 
Hunter of Victoria.).

★ * ★
Socred Mrs. Buda Brown, 

of Point Grey wound up the 
afternoon of speech-making.

She was fetchingly con­
servative, in a plain, but 
very smartly cut, deep blue 
dress, a necklace to match 
her golden hair, and be­
jewelled eyeglasses.

Mrs. Brown doesn't like 
the new brilliant red carpet 
in the legislative chamber.

She can find practically 
no colors to wear that don't 
clash with it.

She told Mr. Speaker 
Hugh Shantz she doesn’t 
like the color.

She said, with some an­
noyance, that never had so 
much red carpet been rolled 
out for anybody, anywhere.

However, Mr. Shantz isn’t 
to blame. His predecessor, 
Mr. Irwin, ordered it a year 
ago.

However, the carpet is 
here to stay, so Mrs. Brown 
will have to govern, her 
wardrobe accordingly even 
though it'll make her feel 
fended in.

★ * *
Mrs. Brown concentrated 

to great extent on the need 
for more recreation for the 
people, and the development 
of more parks and beaches 
so that everyone can spend 
lots of time in the great-out- 
of-doors.

Recreation facilities, she 
said, must be enjoyed by 
everybody, not only by those 
who can afford ski lifts and 
ski jumps.

Attorney-General Bonner 
and Education Minister 
Peterson showed they are 
on their toes by bringing in 
amendments to a number of 
bills.

Cabinet ministers can 
often be slow when it come* 
to such sessional business -

Gov't Only Running Services 
'With Economy, Efficiency'

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA—A defence against opposition accusa­

tions of Social Credit "penny-pinching" and "cheese- 
; paring” was offered Tuesday by Attorney-General 
1—'-----------------------—— Robert Bonner.
QUITTING WIFE 
TO COST MORE

By Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA — A husband 

I Could be required to pay $75 
ii-yeekly for support of his 

"e and children under a 
introduced in the legis- 

ature Tuesday.
The amendment to the De- 

! ferted Wives and Children’s 
- Maintenance Act raises the 
1 "amount from $40.

FWFR JAILS

New Haven 
Home Due 
To Close

livid
er o m 
B.C.’s

| f

Victoria — Details of
m 1 s e d reorganization of 

jail system were pre­
sented to the legislature Tues­
day by Attorney-General Rob­
ert' Bonner.

He announced the Nelson 
jail and women's jail at Prince 
George both will be closed in 
the “near future."

Mr. Bonner also said làter 
the Njpffr Haven Borstal home 
Is to close.

Inmates from the interior 
prisons will be moved to the 
Lower Mainland and will be 
lodged in both Oakalla and the 
new Haney correctional Insti­
tution.
•FUNCTION’ TO CONTINUE 

After making his announce­
ment In the House he told The 
Vancouver Sun in the corridor 
that New Haven also was 

: elated to close, but added its 
“function” would be continued.

He had earlier denied re­
ports -that New Haven was to 
be shut down as an economy 
measure.

The actual New Haven quar­
ters in Burnaby will be aban­
doned, hé told The Sun, but 
Inmates in the honor system 
Institution will be moved to 
quarters at the Haney institu­
tion, a medium security jail.
•ON THEIR HONOR’

They will occupy quarters 
separate from regular inmates 
of Haney, he said, and still 
will be “on their honor" not to 
6Sâ, *7

Mr. Bonner described the 
Ohetiges as a “consolidation” 
ef the B.C. jail system.

Hards and personnel from 
two interior jails will be 

loved to the mainland prisons 
with inmates. 

ie attorney-general was 
to state precisely when 

moves, including , New 
jn, would take place.

“tiut changes will be made 
; before the end of the current 
I fiscal year, that is, before 

March 31,” fie said.

He told the legislature of 
his government’s “careful ad-1 
ministration” and growing ex­
penditures during its five 
years in office.

But he didn't refer specifi­
cally to charges that children 
are being kept but of Wood- 
larids School for mentally de­
fective children because of a 
government economy wave.

Nor did he reply directly to 
reports of staff-cuts in the last 
few months in Oakalla, Esson* 
dale and other provincial op­
erations. Eg
PRESENTS FIGURES 

Answering Opposition Lead­
er Robert Strachan’s “cheese­
paring” claims of Monday, Mr. 
Bonner presented these statis­
tics to the House:

Prisons — Additional accom­
modation provided for 1,112 
prisoners since 1952 at cost of 
$6,139,000; jail staff up from 
324 in 1952 to 824 in 1958.

Mental Health Services — \ 
Staffs up from 2,115 at March 
31. 1953, to 2,796 at Dec. 31, 
1957; accommodation for 1,301 
extra patients at cost oi $8,- 
333,000 since 1952.

Hospitals—Beds added since 
1952 total 1,357, at cost to B.C. 
government of $9,733,440; beds] 
now under construction, 1,380, 
including 134 chronic patients; 
ratio of beds to population in 
1957, 5.03 per thousand; in 
1952, 5.67 per thousand.

“Does that sound like penny 
pinching or cheese-paring?” de­
manded Mr. Bonner.

He also denied Mr. Strachan’s 
claim the government is mak­
ing “second class citizens” out 
of civil servants.
LIST OF CONCESSIONS 

He read a long summary of 
how the government had 
granted concessions to civil 
servants in the past five years, 
from the five-day week to last 
summer's 714 per cent pay 
boost.

Does that sound like penny- 
pinching?” he asked again.

He did admit however that 
the Social Credit government 
is always ' trying to “save 
money for the treasury.”

“We are trying to run ser­
vices with economy and with 
efficiency,” he said.

As minister of industrial 
development, Mr. Bonner de­
cried the opposition leader’s 
comment that B.C. was always 
trying to “just get .more’ 
from Ottawa.
WILL I ■

“As long as this gov«rfcmenl 
is in office, -and that should be 
for another couple of years at 
least,” he said, “it will con-hi 
tinue to press for better fiscal JiM 
arrangements with Ottawa.”

He ranged far and wide over 
world economics. Canada and 
B.C. should pay sharp atten- 
tion to the free-trade area 
created in Europe, he said.

This is a “tremendous” mar*, 
ket for Canada he said.
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THE CLOCK TURNS BACK

Explanation Demanded for 
Dismantling Social Services

The onus rests on Premier Bennett to 
justify "economies’’ now threatening to 
destroy social services in which B.C. has 
led North America.

Finance Minister Bennett is challenged 
to explain why this prosperous province 
must strip «way full care from thousands 

t>f its most pathetic and helpless residents.
Show the public, Mr. Premier, where 

lies the economy, the efficiency—indeed, 
the plain Christianity—of staff cuts so 
highly alarming to the .professionally 
knowing and to interested citizens who 
realize what work is being jeopardized.

Show the financial necessity, or sense, of 
diminishing care to thousands of mentally 
Unpeople who have been getting treat­
ment which the Canadian Mental Health 
Association says is “the envy of the rest 
of Canada—if not the whole continent”

But which the association now declares 
is becoming so short of staff due to Social 
Credit penny-pinching that “it could be 
disastrous to the treatment of mental 
cases.”

Can Mr. Bennett reconcUe ' ordinary 
humanity, aside from prudent use of public 
money, with staff shortages that slam the

'Key government officials, save a few, 
have been intimidated by the government 
into silence.

The provincial secretary, Wesley Black, 
deliberately tried to mislead the public by

mi

denying that there were empty beds at 
Woodlands. This attempt The Sun has now 
exposed with pictures taken there last 
Sunday despite Mr. Black’s attempt- to 
black out the facts.
, .Is this an enlightened, humane govern­
ment whose members boasted they take 
over the provincial government “with the 
Bible in one hand and efficiency In theWhtie buUdings on which his govern­

ment spent mUlions gather dust because 
there are no government employees to 
operate them and take in some of 500

other?”
At the moment it doesn’t show much 

trace of either.

SOCRED MINISTERS 
WON'T BE QUESTIONED

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
', VICTORIA—Opposition leader Robert Strachan 
Tuesday got a curt rejection of a proposal that 
MLAs be permitted to ask oral questions of cabinet 
ministers when the House sits daüy.

Attorney-General Robert Bonner said the sug- 
tipn was improper. The Housqjjiad given a decision 
in 1953 on the matter. ' ]
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Continued from Page 1
"Warden Hugh Christie is * brilliant penologist, 

dedicated, courageous, aggressive and highly con­
structive.

"He has greatly Improved 
the staff and the whole tone 
of the institution.

“The Young Offenders’ Unit 
has proved a great advance 
and the Haney Correctional 
Institute promises well.
POOR PLANT

‘tBut the physical plant of 
Oakalla itself is an abomina­
tion which has largely frus­
trated every effort to improve
it.

"Any cutback at Oakalla is 
a dangerous attack on all the 
good work that has been done 
and will set the province back 
many years.”

“New Haven (institute for 
the better-type young offend­
ers, to be closed soon) has 
proven a good and highly suc­
cessful instituMon from the 
start.

“But it has remained only a 
start towards what should one 
day become a lull-scale Bor­
stal system. Possibly this Is a 
federal responsibility. But any 
tampering with the present 
New Haven is a destructive 
backward step;

"Woodlands School, even 
with the new wing in lull 
operation, would be inadequate 
for present provincial needs. 
I have known of retarded chil­
dren who, after waiting three 
years and .more for admission 
to Woodlands, had finally to 
be sent to corrective institu­
tions.
CUT INHUMANE

“This is waste that reflects 
upon the humanity of eVery 
responsible man. and womalt 
in tbiji province — upon all ol 
us collectively as a human; 
society. Any cutback at Wood 
lands, for whatever cause, is 
Inhumane and irresponsible.

“Essondale is a much im­
proved mental institution, but 
even at full staff no more 
than adequate for the needs 
of the province. Any cut 
back here can only be at 
tremendous future cost to the 
province.

■Ovannon T oVo fa an 11

date and valuable institution! 
called upon to perform an. im 
possible task- as the Wy cor­
rective institution in the prov­
ince for juveniles. Tor this 
reason alone it must always 
be inadequate, even at full 
staff.

"At lease one, ^preferably 
more, additional, institutions of 
different types are needed. A 
further deficiency Is the com­
plete lack of detention homes 
for juveniles awaiting trial or 
disposition throughout the 
province, except In the largest 
cities. All thought hâre should 
be towards expanding and 
varying facilities, not reducing 
them.
STAFF UNDEBFAU) » j

"From its inception, the pro­
bation service has been inade­
quate.

“In the early years this was 
to be expected, but inadequacy 
has been continued almost to 
the point of destroying the 
usefulness of the service. 
Some improvement is prom­
ised, but so long as the service 
is so grossly underpaid it can 
hardly hope to attract a suf­
ficient number of properly 
qualified men—six years uni 
versity for a starting salary of 
about $3,500 à year and little 
chance of advancement simply 
does pot make sense.

"A full-scale probation serv-j 
ice, with officert carrying case 
loads of not more than fifty, 
would represeht a tremendous 
economy, lor the province as 
well as much constructive 
good. In time. it would ma- 
terlatiy reduce pressure on all 
the penal institutions.

“Health and Welfare Is an­
other excellent service, often 
truly preventive, in character, 
at present understaffed and 
so underpaid that good people 
are constantly lost tb it. Any 
cut here can only be a false! 
economy.

"I am fully aware that there 
are not and cannot be un­
limited funds for such serv- 
ices as these. It is vitally im­
portant that money should be[ 
spent freely on more positivât 
services such as schools and] 
universities. ,

“But no self-respecting' 
em society could possibly- 
satisfied with the penal'ani 
rehabilitative services atjruniBC

RODERICK HAIG BROWN 
... blasts economy cuts

land the workings of the various 
would like to discuss, very briefly,

to observe and 
services involvt 
their presênt 

“Oakalla 1 
province.

has long been a disgrace to this
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Magistrate Asks 
Protest Letters
The provincial government cut in welfare services 

is “approaching criminal mismanagement,” a provincial I 
magistrate charged today.

Roderick Haig-Brown, of Campbell River, has 
called upon everyone to “write a letter to his or her 
local member while the legislature is sitting” in protest 
against the 5 per cent cutback.

Magistrate Haig-Brown, who has been a magistrate 
for 20 years and author of several books, tended the 
cutback “destructive” and 
"showing a cynical dis- 

; regard for humane con- 
! sidérations in the hope of a 
Jtemporary political advan­

tage.”
Premier Bennett’s de­

cision to "cut staff 
wherever possible” was 
announced last September 
following civil service 
wage concessions.

The resulting “eco­
nomy staff cuts’* has 
affected every penal and 
rehabilitative institution in 
B.C.

In a biting survey of 
the entire welfare struc­
ture Magistrate Haig- 
Brown wrote to The 
Vancouver Sun:

“Anyone who feels the 
slightest concern for the 
welfare of the province must have been deeply shocked | 
by the recent newspaper accounts of impending 
reductions in penal and welfare services.

“They have always been inadequate,'but until now j 
there has always been growth and development, with 
promise of still future improvement.

“A cutback at this stage Is not merely discouraging; ,, 
it is highly destructive and will prove so at a high cost V. 
to future governments and in tragic loss to the health 
and humanity of the province as a whole.

“I feel that the public has had Uttiie op
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Socreds to Decide 
Fate of Rebel MLA

Mel Bryan to Learn if He Will Be 
Ousted for Attack on Bonner

Inlet Span Policy
Bryan Demands Immediate Start 
On New First Narrows Bridge

By HAL DORN AN 
Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA — The government’s Burrard Inlet 
bridge policies came under -
fire Wednesday fromflfgggjjf 
Soared back-bencher Mel p*
Bryan. jSjfl

He demanded immediate : 
planning tor a second bridge ’ 
at First Narrows.

And he demanded legists-jl^ 1 
tlon — .not just the premier's l • 
word—guaranteeing that pro- EB'Kr: vWîR 
tits from the Burrard Inlet , 
bridge system Wont be used r-'-S 
to meet other toll-bridge dell- [ jjjg'flRg

HITS THREE MINISTERS
In the first eight minutes ol 

his dramatic 15-minute appear­
ance In the throne speech de­
bate, he had demanded that 
Attorney-General Bonner re­
sign.

In. the remaining seven min­
utes he took on both Premier 
Bennett and Highway! Minis­
ter GaglardL

"Failure by the people 
charged with . looking alter 
our highways and bridges to 
advance plans- for a second 
crossing at First Narrows has 
wasted another year," he said.

"A year ago I pleaded for 
the quickest possible start on 
the planning, knowing that It 
take» yews, to bring Into use 
g project of this magnitude."

He said he found it ‘‘em­
barrassing" to inform the 
Ho lif e, that, despite the 
urgency of the lions Gate 
traffic problem, nothing had 
been fiqnebt the, past year..

HATCHED’
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eggs la

Tve never walked away
from a tough job In my life
and I don’t Intend to start 
now.”
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slf an hern- trying to pur- 
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■Mental Hospitalbel Raps
Staff Cuts Rapped

s Immediate Start 
Narrows Bridge
: DORN AN 
n Staff Reporter 
government’s Bur raid Inlet

Health Association Protests to 
Gov't on Situation Exposed by SunBorstal End Seen

British Columbia mental health experts protested] 
Wednesday against recent staff cuts in provincial!

1 ■ -------------------------------1 mental institutions.
raSHSTl The criticism came from the 

, -I B.C division of the Canadian 
t-fMr&jagpkl 1 Mental Health Association and 

I an authority on psychiatry.
> -mf/c I In a letter to the govern-

Moving the New Haven Borstal into a comer of 
Haney Prison means the end of the borstal system in 
British Columbia, a prominent Vancouver lawyer said 
today. '!

T. G. Norris, QC, president 
of the B.C. Borstal Associa­
tion, said it would be the end 
ol the North American record 
lor rehabilitation of young of­
fenders that has been estab­
lished in that home-like build­
ing at 4250 S.E. Marine Drive 
in Burnaby.

He said that while prisons 
throughout the continent 
boast If they rehabilitate 50 
per cent of their inmates,
British Columbia's Borstal has 
success fully rehabilitated 
more than 80 per cent of the 
boys cared for.

Mr. Norris has detailed the 
farts in s five-page letter to 
Attorney-General Robyt Bon­
ner, appealing for a 'review” 
of the decision.

His letter was received In 
Victoria at the same time as 
New Haven graduates—boys 
with long records who are 
now established In business or 
studying at university—began 
circularizing a petition plead­
ing with the government that 
“New Haven Borstal home be 
allowed to continue In its pres­
ent program and location."

At the same time the John 
Howard Society was also pre­
paring to launch an appeal 
against the government deci­
sion.

Mr. Norris’ letter predicted 
that the 17 well-trained stall,
"devoted to the B oj- s t a 1 
method ol training,” and the

un et icuci iv me guveue ;
! ment the association protested™ 
I "in the strongest possible M 
j terms" staff cuts that left B 
j mental hospitals with unused a
I facilities in the face of long §1 
$ waiting lists.
Ij The letter was supported by M 
jj the dean of the University of || 
i B.C. psychiatry department, tfjjl 
| Dr. J: S. Tyhurst, guest j| 
t speaker at a meeting of ' trie B
II association.

! The protests follow a Van- □ 
| couver Sun story that exposed m 
1 vacant wards in the new |

T. G. NORRIS 
. save Borstal

Ex -1 nmates Protest
By IAN MACDONALD 

Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
A group of former Inmates Is battling to keep New

Haven BorstaV Institution open.
They say the “no-bars" lnstl- ^ 

tution gave them the chance 
to return to a normal life 
after a youthful first fling at 
crime. ta

Their concern Is sparked by nig 
the government decision to re- ewa 
locate New Haven at the new weri 
Haney jail as an, economy <iev< 

move.
The former 

location will 
ment that lyu 
payer» mon»

i the

ites say le­
an experi-

ived the tax X-TS tO
and su<

ridor,
-scant

MB®
move. 
dLAs, 
i Bert

Lilly rehabilitated
tit»inmates.
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CAPITAL COLUMN
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By JAMES K. NESBITT
VICTORIA—Mel Bryan, a quiet Socred back­

bencher, created a first-class political crisis in the 
legislature Wednesday when he calmly stood in his 
place and asked Attorney-General Bonner to resign
over the Sommers case. ----------------------------------

Everyone thought Mr.
Bryan would then walk 
across the floor and sit in 
opposition to the govern­
ment as Premier Bennett 
did in 1951 when he quit 
Coalition, thereby starting

Everybody seemed to know
hours in advance what Mr. 
Bryan was going to say.

It was one of the poorest- 
kept legislative secrets in 
years.

Even the attorney-general 
seemed to know.

While Mr. Bryan spoke, 
he doodled on a pad, occa­
sionally passed an aside to 
his neighbor, Municipal Af­
fairs Minister Black, and at 
the end of Mr. Bryan’s1 
speech he automatically 
applauded with the other 
MLAs.

It was all most peculiar, 
and certainly needs clarifi­
cation.

Now what?
Nobody knows.
If Mr. Bryan wasn’t pull­

ing the premier’s chestnuts 
out of the fire, will the 
premier fire Mr. Bryan out 
of the Socred side of the 
House?

He should if Mr. Bryan 
doesn’t leave of his own 
free will and go sit in the 
Opposition.

What Mr. Bryan was say­
ing was really that he has 
lost faith in the government 
which he purports to sup­
port.
Yes, it was all very 

strange, and will keep every­
one on tip-toes for days, 
wondering what’s going to 
happen.

Mr. Bryan, whose late 
father (also “Mel" Bryan) 
was once a Liberal MLA 
for North Vancouver, stole 
the Wednesday show and so 
the speeches of Tom Uphill, 
CCFer Leo Nimaick of Cran- 
brook and Socred Stanley 
Camell of South Peace Riv­
er Were soon forgotten.

Mr. Nimsick, it is true, 
also demanded that Mr. Bon­
ner resign, but opposition­
ists are always demanding 
that cabinet ministers re­
sign, and so it is more or 
less routine.

legislature since he first 
took office in 1952?

The premier’s political 
enemies hope it is.

At the day’s end the Soc- 
reds were gloomy, and Lib­
erals and CCFers were filled 
with political joy, but be­
wildered too/

No one could quite figure 
out the exact ending of Mr. 
Bryan’s one-man revolt, un- 
spectacularly delivered, but 
a bombshell which will keep 
the legislature shaking for 
days—indeed for the rest of 
the session — and perhaps 
hurtle us into a general elec­
tion before we expect it

It was all very mysterious
and no one could quite 
understand it.

Mr. Bryan didn’t follow 
up his words with action, 
and so questions are flying 
around.

If Mr. Bonner doesn’t re­
sign forthwith, is Mr. Bryan 
going to sit on the other 
side of the House?

Will he join the Liberals 
or CCFers?

The premier wasn’t in the 
House Wednesday, being at 
a tea for the Queen Mother 
at the Vancouver home of 
Lieut-Govemor Frank Ross.

It would have been inter­
esting to watch Mr. Ben­
nett’s face during Mr. Bry­
an’s declarations.

Did the premier know 
what Mr. Bryan was going 
to say?

Was Mr. Bryan pulling the 
premier’s chestnuts out of 
the fire?

No one could tell what 
was going on.

mi

But Mr. Bryan’s demand 
Was entirely different.

It was a revolt In back­
bench Socred ranks.

There’s no other way of 
looking at It

Something will have to be 
done about It by either Mr. 
Bryan, the premier or the 
government or the legisla­
ture will exist In hoMless 
confusion.

Is this the first crack In 
the hefty, heretofore almost 
Impregnable Social Credit 
wall tÿàt Mr. Bennett with 
the public’s support has 
been building around our

_____
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Soc reds Will Try to Ignore 
Bryan's Attack on Bonner

By Sub Staff Reporter party revolt over Attomey- 
VICTORIA — The govern- General Robert. Bonner’s 

[ment will try to ignore the handling of the Sommers case.
HHEgta

| CAPITAL COLUMN

in Follows 
Bennett Pattern

By JAMBS K. NESBITT
VICTORIA—Premier Bennett says he can find 

no similarity between his words against the coalition 
government, which he once supported, and the words 
of Mel Bryan, MLA for North Vancouver, against 
the government which he supports—Mr. Bennett’s 
Social Credit government.

"It’s quite true, Mr. Ben- ----
nett’s words against the 
coalition were in due course 
supported by bold action — 
his Walk across the floor of 
the House to sit, for one 
full session, in his own one- 
man opposition, and then his 
Clutching of Social Credit 
to his political bosom.

So far, Mr. Bryan has only 
uttered words of condem­
nation against the govern­
ment to which he pledged 
his allegiance.

But give him time. He 
may follow the words by 

[ action, like Mr. Bennett did.
In attacking the attorney- 

| general, of course, Mr.
! Bryan was attacking the en­
tire government, for one 
cabinet minister cannot be 
singled out as apart from 

( a government. Everything 
the attorney-general — or 
any other minister does — 
is endorsed by the entire 

1 cabinet Or should be.
It’s natural enough the 

\ premier hopes one of his 
: own will hot turn fully 
| against him and his govern- 
| ment, as he first turned 

his premier (Byron

I Johnson) and his finance 
minister —- Conservative 
dtieftain Herbert Anscomb, 
nearly a decade ago.

* * *
Mr. Bennett was In no 

hurry.
Perhaps Mr. Bryan isn’t 

(either.
It toe* Mr. Bennett a long 

Ime to reach the ultimate 
preak. It cduld take Mr. 
Bryan a long t#ne. The 
premier no doubt will keep 
his eye on him, he’ll not let 
pn — but there's little doubt 

! premier wpn’t place 
ich trust in Mr. Bryan 
' more. He will look upon 
l as a discordant note in 

he SC symphony.
The premier, when he was 

* ‘ t W. A. C. Bennett MLA 
South Okanagan, tried 

* times to defeat the 
nt he was elec- 
to uphold on the sales 

» support increases in 
Insurance pre- 

• On both these issues,

J

if he had had his way, Mr. 
Bennett would have defeated 
his own government right 
on the floor of the House.

In 1951, unable to defeat 
the government to which he 
had pledged his support, he 
bolted, walked across the 
floor, - determined he’d beat 
the government at the polls, 
if he couldn’t do It on the 
floor of the House.

This, he managed in 1952, jj 
with the support of the late [I 
Mrs. Tilly Rolston, and the J 
name of Social Credit — but , 
mostly, let everyone face it B 
— because of his own tre­
mendous tight and persona­
lity — and a lot of political 
gambling, too — gambling 
that paid him well,

* * *
The premier, now facing 

what is perhaps the first 
real crisis within his SC 

_ ranks, must think of these 
facts of the past, and marvel 
at the fate that forces him 
to deal with an unpleasant 
situation that he once 
created for others. , I

The premier may have 
gained by experience — and 
know how to handle Mr. 
Bryan.

There’s one thing sure— 
the premier will ignore Mr.
Bryan as long as he can.

But the odd case of Mr.
Bryan is worrying the pre­
mier. Will Mr. Bryan gain a 
following from among SC 
backbenchers?

Several of them privately, 
have let it be known they 
agree with Mr. Bryan. But 
so far they won't agree in 
public with him.

That’s human nature — 
people teUing you they agree 
with yoiT as long as you’re 
both in the secrecy of a 
closed room—and then let­
ting you sink In public.

Well it’s all Interesting 
speculation — and anything 
may happen in the wake of 
the now-famous Bryan in* 
cident.

On the other bud, nothing 
may happen—It may remain 
-- an Incident of the Jfi58

REBEL
Continued from Page 1

thank him for saying what he
idid."

And at night, Arthur Tur­
ner (CCF-Vancouver East) 
said:

‘‘What he said is exactly 
what thousands of people are 
thinking, no matter where you 

Igo in the province the feeling j 
‘is almost unanimous.
CROWDS ON STREET 

‘Certainly no one could ac­
cuse him of being a wild agi­
tator. He seems to me to be a 
very calm and serious and 

«grave person. What he is say­
ing publicly many are think- 

■ ing privately. Maybe the gov- 
* ernment will take heed of his 

remarks.”
There wasn’t a word from 

government benches, neither 
in heckling nor reply. Cabi­
net ministers leafed through 
correspondence, or leaned 
back with bored expressions.

Premier Bennett couldn't 
avoid reporters on his way to 
the Thursday afternoon sitting 
of the legislature.
GENIAL STYLE 

In his genial style, he an­
swered a few questions with 
a show of confidence.

He was asked:
“Do you believe a govern­

ment MLA who attacks a cabi­
net minister should be per­
mitted to remain in party 
j-anks?”

| “I never ask people to 
| leave, I only ask them to join."
1 he said. “Members are free 
j to say what they like. It |
! shows the Social Credit move- 
iment is more democratic than 
any other party in Canada; 
why, our party is growing 
and growing and growing.”

Did the premier see any 
parallel between Mr. Bryan’s 
act in defying the govern­
ment and the premier’s cross­
ing the floor of the legislature 
in 1951 when he quit the coali­
tion to become an independ- 

Jent?
4LOOK, WE’RE HAPPY’

“No, the answer is none.”
The hour - long caucus im­

mediately preceding the open­
ing of Thursday's sitting end- 

led in a picture of apparent

Mrs. Buda Brown (SC-Vin- 
couver Point Grey) clutched 
Mr. Bryan's arm as MLA.S 
tiled out of the caucus room. 

“Look, we’re happy and un- 
imoufl,” she said to report* 

rs. “Are you surprised?"
She did not say what they 

were unanimous about

By doing so It hone^igr pre-1 
vent a showdown in thé le; 
Jature over.-North Vancot 
Socrei^-MLA Mel Bryart's 
mend for Mr. Bonner’s 

htetion.
Premier Bennett's strai 

became apparent Thursday.
Here is what happened:

] —Both he and the attorney 
general stayed away from 

the regular caucus of all 
government MLAs.
2— The caucus didn’t even
. mention, much less dis­

cuss, Mr., Bryan's rebellious 
attack of Wednesday. Mr. 
Bryan was there ready to, face 
possible expulsion. / '
3— Cabinet members displayed 

studied indifference dur-,
ing opposition reference in 1 

j the House to Mr. » Bryan’s 
stand.

He said Wednesday Mr. Bon­
ner should quit because he had j 
unnecessarily delayed for two j 
years taking action on allega- ' 
tions against former lands and 
forests minister Robert É. 
Sommers.

The premier explained his 
absence from caucus was due 
to “the rush of business.” *gg 

Mr. Bonner said he also was B 
kept away by departmental 
business.

Their strategy appears to be 
this: < " - '

They are not going to rise 
to the issue in hopes that if 
they maintain lack of concern, 
feelings will simmer down and 
a crisis will be averted.

Twice Thursday opposition 
MLAs referred to the Bryan* 
Bonner battle.
ADMIRATION FOR BRYAN

At the afternoon sitting of 
the legislature, Rae Eddie 
(CCF — New Westminster) 
said:

“I can’t express in adequate 
terms the admiration I feel for 
the member from North Van­
couver. On behalf of the Op­
position I say we concur com­
pletely in his expression and

Please Turn to Page Two 
See: “Rebel"

U.S. Tariff on 
Lead, Zinc 
Under Fire

VICTORIA—The B.C. Leg!* 
lature Thursday unanimously 

■ agreed to protest ah Impending 
”U.S. tariff on imports of lead 

and line from Canada.
In approving a resolution 

introduced by Leo Nimsick 
(CCF—Cranbrook), the House 
ssked the B.C government to 
lodge the protest through the 
federal government at Ottawa.

The federal government, the 
resolution stated, should "do 
everything possible to prevent 
this happening.’’

M1 ne «Minister Kenneth 
in commented the Am- 
move la to force up the 

of lead and zinc In the 
by creating a scarcity 

barring of Canadian 
tine.
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Black Claims Civil 
Service Increased

'Half-Truths/ Cries Strachan;
Cut in Temporary Staff Ignored

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — Provincial Secretary W. D. Black 

Thursday ran into a jolting opposition tackle when he 
presented the legislature with figures purporting to 
refute reports of civil service staff cuts.

civilHe filed a table of 
service records showing a 
total of 9,621 government em­
ployees as of December, 1957, 
an increase of 351 over the 
previous December.

The Opposition hit the roof.
CCF leader Robert Strachan 

said outside the House that 
Mr. Black was trying to "mis­
lead" the legislature with 
half truths."
This was because the fig­

ures, although Mr. Black 
didn't say so, referred only to 
permanent government em­
ployees and didn't include the 
usual 5,000-odd temporary
Saifs. •
•FILE WHOLE THING'

In the House, Mr. Strachan 
»ald the provincial secretary 
"should file the whole thing 
because he is only telling half 
the story."

"Last year the minister said 
there were 5,745 temporary 
employes in government serv­
ice," said Mr. Strachan, "and 
about 9,000 permanent em­
ployees.

“What about the temporary 
employees this year? That's 
what we want to know. That’s 
where the lay-offs are com­
ing."

CCF whip Arthur Turner 
(Vancouver East) said he was 
going to voice criticism of 
staff cuts because Mr. Black 
"certainly hasn't denied it or 
proved it hasn't happened." 
-6TUMD OB BLIND-

"This government is just 
stupid or blind or both if you 
think this is a good policy or 
efficient," he declared.

Cuts of staffs In places like 
OakaHa are just "false eco­
nomy," he said, because the 
immediate saving Is reflected 
in the "Increased costs In pick­
ing up the casualties."'

Largest Increase reported 
by Mr. Black was in the 
provincial secretary’s depart­
ment, which administers In­
stitutions like Essondale and 
Woodlands School for retarded 
children, on which reports of 
cutbacks have centred. \ 1 

The department, according 
to the report, had total staff 
of 2,763, up 334 persons from 
the total In December, 1956.

Mr. Black tabled the report 
as the afternoon sitting of 
the House adjourned. The Op­
position blast came at the 
start of the evening sitting, 
first night sitting of the 1S58

Mr. Turner told of me ward I 
H In Woodlands School that con­

tains 14 babies. They are, all 
retarded and have to be fed 
by only one nurse. She also 
has to clean the ward.
'YOU DEFEND IT 

"If you think that’s a good 
policy, then you defend it," he 
challenged Mr. Black. The 
provincial secretary replied, "I 
will."

After the night sitting. 
Premier Bennett was asked if 
the figures included tempor­
ary staffs.

“It is the official report of 
the Civil Service Commission," 
he said. Did they include tern- 
porary staff?

“It is the official report of 
the Civil Service Commission," 
he repeated.

Earlier in the day, Rae Ed­
die (CCF—New Westminster) 
blasted the government's 
“austerity" and said private 
business would not refuse to 
replace retiring and resigning 
staff members in the interest 
of efficiency.

Threatened closure of New 
Haven Borstal Home, he said, 
and transfer of its inmates to 
the new Haney jail was poor 
policy from both a "financial 
and moral" point of view.

The Borstal home has the 
highest percentage of rehabili­
tation of inmates of any insti­
tution in Canada, he said. It 
eliminates the "danger of hav­
ing .young offenders thrown in 
with hardened criminals."

Government economy moves 
result in a turnover of 30 to 35 
per cent of . employees at 
Woodlands, he said.

This Is because the govern­
ment Is using temporary help 
as a "stop-gap" Instead of pay­
ing wages that will attract the 
"well qualified."

Bennetf
Denies
'Bossing7

Jly Sun Staff R#port#r
VICTORIA — A Vancouver 

Social Credit MLA’a protesta­
tions to the Legislature that 
he takes no orders from Pre­
mier Bennett drew a rise from 
the premier Thursday.

Alex Matthew (SC-Vancou- 
ver Centre) said he has "only 
two bosses when i.t comes to 
advocating tifings for the 
benefit of my constituents, of 
Vancouver, and for the bene­
fit of the province.”

These are “my conscience 
and my wrist watch,” said Mr. 
Matthew. “I am sure the pre- 
mier would not interfere with 
anything I wanted to say .. 
he said.
ORDER DENIED

As. he said it, the premier 
leaped to his feet.

“Will the member make it 
perfectly clear the premier 
never made any such state­
ment?" he demanded.

"That’s what I am trying to 
make clear," said Mr. Mat­
thew.

The statement Mr. Bennett 
referred to was a suggestion 
in The Vancouver Sun’s "Capi­
tal Column” by James K. Nes­
bitt that Mr. Matthew had 
stopped criticizing B.C. Tele­
phone Co. service because the 
premier told him to.
BURNABY LAKE

The Vancouver Centre mem­
ber had an earlier brush with 
the premier during the speech. 
He had read a newspaper re- 

Jport quoting the premier as 
promising to help develop 
Burnaby Lake as a récréa- 
tional centre.

Jumping up again, the pre­
mier said he had never made 
such a statement. Mr. Msf- 
thew said, "Well, I wish you 
had.”

Vodka Sales 
1,640 Cases

Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA—do* to 20,000 H 

bottles of vodka have bi 
purchased tjirough the liquor 
control board in the past 10| 
months. : •

The liquor has been pur­
chased by special orders lor 
I*,640 dises containing 12 
bottles each. r ! *!

Ttiis Is the only way British 
Cqlqmbians can obtain the 
— icr. Attomey-GCnetal Rob- 

Bonner has prevented sales 
In liquor stores 

he said) of lack of

ifllff'

Si

■

m il

SC Ministers 
Won't Reply

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA—An attempt by 

CCF leader Robert Strachan 
to test the House rule against 
verbal questions to cabinet 
ministers failed Thursday.

Health Minister Eric Mar­
tin, with prompting from 
Premier Bennett, demanded 
that he put In writing a snap 
question asked just after the 
House opened.

The question concerned 
resignation of a public health 
nurse In Chemainus “because 
of the effect government econ­
omy measures are having, on 
her work.”

The CCF leader said' 
resignation would leave 
children In the district 
out anyone to give 
final polio1

% ' %: '
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PRINCIPLE ABANDONED

Xf

Reform Society 
Pleads for Borstal

John Howard Group Hits Gov't
Decision as 'Without Logic'
John Howard Society today added its voice to the 

growing storm against the Soçred government for its 
plan to move the New Haven Borstal to Haney Prison 
and thus destroy the Borstal system. 
iSBEgaaiJiaj&WtHUllUl, a Lawyer Frank G. P. Lewis, 

I society president, appealed to

Shift to Haney Means Slow 
Death for Borstal in B.C.

ifodem prison systems strive to reform 
type of offender by developing 

Sore and more specialized institutions. 
Æet B.C.’s Attorney-General Bonner has 

safldenly decided to turn back the clock. 
H^ proposes a tragic plan—to shut down 
l$Kv Haven and move its 16-to-23-year-old 
inmates to the vicinity of Haney Cor- 
rStional Institute.
''Operating on the British Borstal system, 

Npv Haven has shown Canada’s greatest 
success at saving young offenders from 
crtninal lives. It has reformed 80 per. cent 
ofthose it handled, against 30 to 35 per 

pt reformed in Canadian jails and 
iitentiaries.

Moving New Haven youngsters from 
9(6th Burnaby’s friendly old home with- 
dtit fences, bars or guards to isolated 
Mestry hutments near Haney will grave­
ly imperil the Borstal system here. And 
prpbably soon destroy it altogether. 
jf’Eorstal’s basic operating principle for 
5ÇL years in Britain and for half that 
y0iod here has been its complete physical, 
mental and emotional isolation from any 
spfegestion of jail.
f*New Haven operates like a good 

private school. The 50 youngsters who go 
tprough it in the average year gain 

liority, privileges and prestige as they 
to its program.

he object is to help them straighten 
i their thinking and emotional troubles, 

g teach them how to become good titi- 
i and the advantages of straight lives, 

ild character and a strong foundation 
happy lives. Vocational train- 

[ is only secondary.
the time a New Haven inmate is 

r for parole, the second great principle 
•rating. He has an individual sponsor 

[well-established citizen who has visited 
■ Haven and come to know the lad on 

friendly terms.
en the boy leaves, the sponsor 

|vides full support and guidance. Helps 
et a job, gives him advice and all 

deal and moral support he needs, 
lly sponsor and New Haven graduate 

clpse lifelong friends out of this

first relationship built upon well-developed 
mutual trust.

In most cases, the lack of friends which 
helped to get the young offender in trouble 
is permanently overcome by the warm aid 
of his sponsor.

What will happen to New Haven 
inmates who are moved to forestry huts 
Outside Haney Correctional Institute?

Mr. Bonner says they’ll have the advan­
tage of training at the institute’s fine new 
vocational plant. Perfectly true.

But to get the training, they’ll go to jail 
every day. They’ll march into a medium 
security jail with high fences manned by 
armed guards. For all its fine bright 
color and disguised window bars, it is still 
a jail.

Instead of being in a private school 
atmosphere, they’ll spend their main busy 
hours among older, tougher jail inmates 
who weren’t judged to be good enough 
reform prospects to go to New Haven.

Mr. Bonner’s claim that New Haven 
boys will still be housed on the honor 
system at night is mere lip service to the 
Borstal system.

These huts in the bush will tend to build 
up exactly the isolation from society 
which Borstal, by keeping close to a large 
community, strives to overcome. It wants 
to teach trainees that society is interested 
in welcoming them back.

And Haney also puts considerable 
handicap on those interested citizens will­
ing to become sponsors. Not much of an 
evening will remain Mien a would-be 
sponsor has to spend three hours driving 
to Haney and back. Weekend traffic con­
gestion will make the trip even more time- 
consuming.

Mr. Bonner’s Haney plan would soon 
spell the death of Borstal treatment in 
B.C. Even the theoretical night-time 
isolation from the jail inmates probably 
wouldn’t last

Having blasted away Borstal’s founda­
tions, Mr. Bonner might not feel too much 
compunction a few months later about 
kicking over the "whole edifice by shifting 
those in the initial fake New Haven at 
Haney right into the Haney jail itself.

the government to “take an­
other look” before they! 
"weaken an Institutional pro. 
gram which has been astound- 
ingly successful.”

He charged the government 
argument for moving the Bor­
stal, unique for its success in 
rehabilitating young criminals, 
is “without logic."

He also protested the plan 
to close the small, personal­
ized Nelson and Prince George 
jails, an action contrary to the 
advice of top Canadian penal 
experts.

Mrs. Theresa Galloway, 
speaking for 40,000 women as 
president of Vancouver Coun­
cil of Women, socred the gov­
ernment’s welfare cutbacks. 
She claimed closure of New 
Haven would “shatter” the 
whole Borstal system which 
has restored 400 boys to decent, 
honest citizens. (See story 
Women's Section, Page 31)

A committee of Borstal 
“graduates" worked till 4 a.nv 
today sending hundreds of pe­
titions to trade unions, Parent- 
Teacher groups, service clubs, 
women's groups, individuals 
including former Borstal in. 
mates now at university, in 
business or in trades.

Board Lacks 
Sympathy, 
Says CCFer

By Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA—"Toorigid legal 

^interpretation” of the Work-

J
men’s Compensation Act was 
criticized in the legislature 
Thursday by Rae Eddie (CCF- 
|New Westminster).

I “We would be better oft to 
have a bad act and sympa­
thetic consideration for the 
worker than a good act and 
bad administration,” he said.

“Consideration of the bv 
Jured worker should transcend 
any other consideration. If 
the peoplè who administer the 
act can’t da.lt sympathetically 
they should: go.”

Mr. Eddie said the, board 
should consider the intent, not 
Just the words, in the section 
designed, to prevent illegal 
claims, f

Hd said Jegitjjnate claims 
often arajTejected on the 
grounds the injury didn't

far as the, workman 
he was 

is su 
Is that 

of crooks
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Second Socred 
Pleads for Bridge

Gov't Aid to Cities
'Peanuts,1 Says Second Rebel; 
Representation Also Seen Unfair'No Time' for Plea in House,

But Narrows Span Supported
f A second Social Credit MLA has asked the legis­
lature for another bridge across First Narrows.
. Vancouver - East member ‘

f Fred Sharp Thursday joined another bridge is “an impera 
f North Vancouver Socred MLA necesalty..
L, , i . , ... . Mr. Matthews said: “OiMel Bryan, who Wednesday most mornings, the cars jus
asked, for a second bridge. crawl along bumper to bumpe:

Still another Socred mem- during nish hours, 
ber, Alex Matthew of Vsncou- Mr sh ,aid lans shoull 

tver Centre, sa d he also had ^ be made lor anothe 
L Intended to back thé span pro- yraa#,r River crossing nea 
posai but ran out of time to the prescnt Fraaer Avenu

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA — A Vancouver Social Credit MLA I 

Thursday described the government’s financial assist- I 
ance to City of Vancouver as “peanuts.”

^ Fred M. Sharp (SC, Vancou- 1 
h ver East) charged the govern- | 
| ment gets away with short- | 

changing Vancouver because 1 
of disproportionate represent»- 
tion in the legislature.

| He was the second Socred | 
backbencher to turn on the | 

:i government since the week-old | 
r session started.

FOUR DEMANDS 
His attack came on the heels 'v 

\ of North Vancouver MLA Mel ^
| Bryans’ revolt over govern* g 
' ment handling of the Sommers

j? Mr. Bryan demanded the : 
resignation of Attorney-general ;■ 
Robert Bonner.

Mr. Sharp’s demands were 
less dramatic but just as crlti- [■ 

I cal of government policy. He ÿ 
I asked for:

Immediate study of redis- \ 
ÿ tribution;

\ Higher per capita municipal j
grants;

Special highway assistance !
: for Vancouver;

’ “Realistic” teachers’ salary 
grants.

Î PROBE URGED

!
On redistribution, Mr. Sharp 
said it was “inequitable” that 
Vancouver, with 33 per cent of 
the registered voters in the 
pii province, should have only 17 

r J! per cent of the representation 
» in the legislature.
I He called on the government 

, to set up a “private, impartial 
committee, at the earliest pos­
sible moment, to study redis*

; tribution.”
He explained later that he 

! meant a non-legislative, non* 
j; royal commission study by an 
3 independent committee. ;
I CAN’T GROW : '
J ti* said it was because of 

Vancouver’s under-representa-

,his Thursday speech.
SPAN INADEQUATE c

Traffic is tied up every j 
i morning and evening because 
'the present (Lions Gate) | 
bridge is entirely inadequate | 

1 to carry the load,” said- Mr. 
Sharp.

“Early consideration of an- • ■ 
other bridge at First Narrows !? 
is imperatively called for,” | 
added Mr. Matthews in a state- § 
ment outside the Legislature. | 
RIVER CROSSING

Some relief will be provided | 
when the new Second Narrows f 
span opens, he said, but ^est ? 
Vancouver and environs are | 
growing “so rapidly" that i

CCF Whip Hits Gov't
On Sloan, Power Issue

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA—CCE Whip Arthur Turner Thursday 

attacked the Social Credit government over Columbia 
River power and appointment of government forestry
adviser Gordon Sloan. --------;----------------------------

The Vancouver East MLA of the kind,” government 
said the Socreds still plan to benches chorused, 
permit private instead of pub- Mr. Turner called on the 
lie interests to develop the government to take a "reason- 
Columbia and, without using ed stand" on Columbia develop- 
the actual word, called Mr. ment before the session ends. 
Sloan a dictator. Mr. Sloan’s appointment at

B.C. hasn't yet requested $50,000 a year lor 10 years 
feder* government aid for was committing the legislature 
Columbia development Mr. without asking its opinion, he 
Turner claimed. This was slg- said.
nlficant, he aald, because It "He will determine the legis- 
means the government has lation," Mr. Turner said, “he 
decided to "go ahead with will be top man, he will tell 
private capital and private the minister and the govern- 
power development of the ment what to do. The appoint- 
Columbia." ment may be legal but it is

‘Tt doesn’t, mean anything not morel."

tion to the legislature, that the 
city "la not getting its fair 
share of the tax revenue."

"In your family of cities and 
municipalities,” he told the 

t government, "Vancouver Is 
j your largest child."

“If you continue to feed him 
peanuts he can never properly 

i develop." 
j GRANTS IN AID

At present, payments are 
j $6.50 per capita for popula­
tions above 50,000. They I 
should be raised to $8, he said, j 

In the case of Vancouver, 
that would amount to aSbut 

I $5,000,000. - -
Mr. Sharp used, his own 

riding to Illustrate the ’’to- g 
equality" of distribution. i

There are two members lor j 
74,000 registered voters to j 
Vancouver East, or one MLA t 
per 37,000 voters, he said. !

By contrast, six of the prov. j 
Ince’s constituencies have a I 
total of only 18,408 votera I 
among them. They have lésa I 
than 4,000 voters each.

ÜHÜ

Goglordi 'May Have Helped'

who spent the money.
Mr. Gaglardi said he can’t 

be sure Just what part of the 
$50,000 js chargeable to him. 
This Is because in the high­
ways department credit cards 
are used for many expenses.

The highways minister said 
about $2500 of the total could 
have been Incurred by him. 
■fik pointed to listings to pub­

lic accounts that credit two 
different travelling expense

later P. A, Gagla/di said 
Thursday hé mpy have incur­
red some of the $50,000 worth 
of pdrtially-expialned highways 
department travelling ex­
penses questioned by CCFers.

The expenses were listed to 
195657 public accounts as pay­
ments for travelling expenses

reral firms, but did not 
y whst todlvldusls In- 
1 the expenses, 
l’ers have asked the

bills committee for sums to him.
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