


Purpose of Transvestia

The custom s and a t t i tu d es  of our socie ty  while recog­
n iz ing  and allowing great freedom to the  female in the expression 
o f  the m asculine side  of her personality  are largely blind to and 
re p re s s iv e  toward the male who d isco v ers  the feminine aspect of 
o f  h is  to ta l  self .  Fem inine express ion  in the male does not imply 
sex u a l  deviation . T h is  magazine is ded ica ted  to the needs of the 
sex u a lly  normal individual who has  d iscovered  the existance of 
h is  or her “ other s id e “  and see k s  to express  it.

TRANSVESTIA, therefore is published  by, for, and about 
t r a n s v e s t i t e s  to provide them with:

ENTERTAINMENT-EDUCATION-EXPRESSION

By means of fiction, a r t ic le s  of opinion, true experiences,
I t ’s purpose is to help i t ’s readers  to promote:

UNDERSTANDING-ACCEPTANCE-PEACE OF MIND

I t ’s policy  is  to limit i ts  scope of coverage and in terest to the 
f ie ld  of the hetrosexual t ra n sv e s t i te .  Without condemnation or 
judgem ent of any kind the f ie lds  of homosexuality, bondage, pun­
ishm ent, fe tish ism  and domination are left to others to develop.

TRANSVESTIA h as ,  and will continue to serve as a 
m eans of gathering information in its  chosen field and to aid, by 
any means ava ilab le ,  the d issem ination  of knowledge of the field 
to  further the understanding of i t  by psych ia tr is ts ,  psychologists, 
so c io lo g is ts ,  lawyers, ju r is ts  and police officials.

L o n e l in e s s ,  fear and se l f  condemnation have too long 
been  the lot of the t ran sv e s t i te .  It is hoped that TRANSVESTIA 
can, through knowledge and sharing with others, bring se lf  ac ­
cep tan ce  and h app iness .

“ When you make the two one . . . and when you make the MALE 
AND THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE . . . then shall  you 
en te r  the kingdom’’ A “ saying of J e s u s ’’ from the “ Gospel 
According to T hom as’’.
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I ' v e  b ee n  t o l d  and have 
re a d  t h a t  many o f  us a r e  c r e a t ­
ed by some s i l l y  d e s i r e  o f  o u r  
m o th e r s ,  w a n t in g  us to  be th e  
l i t t l e  g i r l  t h a t  she  n e v e r  had .
I  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  b u t  must 
a d m it  t h a t  i n  my c a s e ,  i t  may 
have some m e r i t .  My M other 
owned a b e a u ty  shop when I  was 
b o rn  and had one u n t i l  I  was 
a b o u t  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  ag e .  L ike 
most b a b i e s ,  I  had b lo n d e  h a i r  
and b lu e  e y e s .  T h is  caused  
many comments from th e  l a d i e s  
t h a t  came to  h e r  sh o p .  By th e  
age o f  t h r e e ,  my h a i r  began  
t u r n i n g  a d a r k e r  shade  and 
t h i s  b o th e r e d  my m o th e r .  One 
d ay ,  w h i le  b l e a c h i n g  a c u s to m ­
e r s  h a i r ,  she  had a l i t t l e  o f  
th e  s o l u t i o n  l e f t  and w i th o u t  
to o  much th o u g h t ,  p u t  some on 
my h a i r .  P r e s t o ,  I  Was once 
a g a in  a b lo n d e .  (She had th e  
s i l l y  id e a  t h a t  b lo n d e s  have 
more f u n . )  T h is  p e r io d  o f  my 
l i f e  i s  j u s t  h e r e s a y ,  I  d o n ' t  
remember i t  a t  a l l ,  th o u g h  I ' v e  
t r i e d .  My h a i r  was s h o u ld e r

• : : 1  e ng t h , w hich  was n o t  unus a 1 
a t  t h a t  p e r i o d .  P eo p le  would
se e  me a nd s ay , '' Wha t  a b e a u t -  

V; i f u l  l i t t l e  g i r l . "  My s to c k

d d e i
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t h a n  I ,  and my f e m i n i n i t y  bloomed b e c a u s e  o f  h e r .
The p o o r  d e a r  b a d n * t  a c t u a l l y  a n y th in g  to  do w i t h  i t  
b u t  h e r  d a n c in g  cos tum es  d i d .  We used  to  v i s i t  each  
o t h e r  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  and on one o c c a s i o n ,  I  saw 
h e r  b e in g  f i t t e d  i n t o  a b e a u t i f u l  s e q u in e d ,  s h o r t  
s k i r t e d  o u t f i t .  Have you e v e r  s a t  i n  a b a l l p a r k  on 
a d a rk  n i g h t ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  th e  f i r e w o r k s  to  go o f f ?  
When th e y  do f i n a l l y  l i g h t  t h e  s k y ,  you have a won­
d e r f u l  f e e l i n g  o f  awe. W e l l ,  t h a t ' s  how I  f e l t  when 
I  saw t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  o u t f i t .  I  knew t h a t  I  had to  
t r y  i t  on and I  f u l f i l l e d  my d e s i r e  b e f o r e  th e  day 
was o v e r .  She had changed  h e r  c l o t h i n g  and l e f t  th e  
costum e on h e r  b e d .  I  was m esm erized  by i t .  I  
s t a y e d  i n  t h e  room w i t h  h e r  f o r  some t im e  and she  
f i n a l l y  s t a r t e d  o u t  o f  th e  room and I  s a i d  t h a t  I  
w an ted  to  go to  th e  b a th ro o m  and would be w i t h  h e r  
i n  a m in u te .  B e fo re  she  was h a l fw a y  down th e  s t a i r s  
I  had c l u t c h e d  th e  t r e a s u r e ,  was i n  th e  b a th room  w i t h  
t h e  d o o r  s h u t  and lo c k e d  and my c l o t h e s  h a l fw a y  o f f .  
What a w o n d e r f u l ,  h e a v e n ly  f e e l i n g  t h a t  w as. I  s l i p ­
ped i t  on* z ip p e d  i t  up and s t a r e d  i n t o  th e  m i r r o r .
Of c o u r s e  a t  t h i s  t e n d e r  a g e ,  I  d i d n f t  have much o f  
a p ro b lem  lo o k in g  f e m in in e .  I  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r ­
s t a n d  why I  s h o u ld  have s u c h  a w o n d e r fu l  f e e l i n g  o f  
f u l f i l l m e n t  and u t t e r  e c s t a c y ,  b u t  I  d i d .  I  j u s t  
shook from  head  to  to e  and th o u g h t  my h e a r t  would 
b e a t  so h a rd  i t  would t e a r  a h o l e  i n  th e  cos tum e.

My c o u s i n  had b e e n  i n  many dance r e c i t a l s  and co n ­
s e q u e n t l y  had a g r e a t  many co s tu m e s .O v e r  th e  n e x t  
two y e a r s ,  I  t r i e d  on e v e ry  co s tu m e she  had and I  
m ust a d m i t ,  t h a t  I  had to  t r y  on some o f  h e r  s t r e e t  
c l o t h e s  t o o .  I  t r i e d  on some h e r  l i n g e r i e  t o o ,  s i n c e  
a f t e r  a l l ,  I  c e r t a i n l y  had to  w ear so m eth in g  u n d e r ­
n e a t h .  What a w o n d e r fu l  summer t h a t  was] I  do t h in k  
t h a t  my a u n t  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  me th o u g h .  I  must have 
s p e n t  f o u r  h o u rs  a day i n  th e  b a th ro o m . On a few 
o c c a s i o n s ,  I  would have ' a l i t t l e  g l i t t e r  on my neck 
and my c o u s i n  would g iv e  me a d i r t y  lo o k  b u t  she  
n e v e r  came r i g h t  o u t  and t o l d  me to  keep  my d i r t y  
l i t t l e  paws o f f  h e r  t h i n g s .  A f t e r  a s e s s i o n  w i th  
th e  c l o t h e s ,  I  would ge t e r r i b l y  b lu e  and vow I ' d

Tfa tu ru tia
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n e v e r  do s u c h  a h o r r i b l e  t h i n g  ag a in *  I  a c t u a l l y  
k e p t  my p ro m is e —-— u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  o p p o r t u n i t y !
When th e  d r e a d f u l l  day f i n a l l y  c a u g h t  up to  me, I  
f e l t  t e r r i b l e ,  I  had ou tg ro w n  h e r  t h i n g s  and I  t h o u g h t  
my w orld  had c o l l a p s e d ,  b u t  I  th o u g h t  a b i t ,  and d e ­
to u r e d  i n t o  my a u n t* s  room* Her t h i n g s  w ere  much to o  
l a r g e  f o r  me b u t  I  s u f f e r e d  th ro u g h  i t  and w ore them 
anyways*

I  h ad ,  by  t h i s  t im e ,  r e a c h e d  my t w e l t h  y e a r  and I  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  w hat I  was d o in g ,  w a s n ' t  m ean t f o r  r e d  
b lo o d ed  A m erican  b o y s ,  b u t  I  J u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s to p *
T ru e ,  I  would sw ear o f f  and a c t u a l l y  s t a y  away from  
d r e s s i n g  f o r  a few months b u t  t h e n  s u d d e n ly  I ' d  f i n d  
m y se l f  back  i n  a s k i r t .  I- a l r e a d y  had th e  u rg e  to  
a p p e a r  i n  p u b l i c  and p la n n e d  on J u s t  how t h i s  c o u ld  
be  done. I  to o k  a b lu e  p r i n t ,  J e r s e y  d r e s s ,  a b ra ' ,  
g i r d l e  and a p a i r  o f  s t o c k i n g s  w i t h  o n ly  e i g h t  o r  
n in e  ru n s  i n  them, o u t  o f  th e  G o o d w il l  b ag .  I  f i g ­
u red  t h a t  H a llow een  would be a p e r f e c t  n i g h t  t o  t r y  
o u t  my o u t f i t .  Oh, how I  p la n n e d  and lo o k ed  fo rw a rd  
to  t h a t  n i g h t .  A t l e a s t  a month b e f o r e  th e  b i g  n i g h t  
I  s t a r t e d  t a l k i n g  i t  up to  my f r i e n d s .  "Gee f e l l a s ,  
what a r e  we g o in g  to  do on H a llo w een ?"  I  knew b u t  
th e y  d i d n ' t !  I  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i t  would be fu n  to  g e t  
d r e s s e d  up and j u s t  soap  windows. T h is  way, no one 
would r e c o g n iz e  u s .  They went f o r  t h e  i d e a .  I  s u g ­
g e s t e d  t h a t  we s u r p r i s e  e a c h  o t h e r  and n o t  r e v e a l  
what we would w ear u n t i l  we met H a llo w e en  n i g h t ,  th e y  
a g r e e d .  W ith  a p o u n d in g  h e a r t  and s k i p p i n g  f e e t ,  I  
f l o a t e d  home and dreamed o f  t h i n g s  t o  come.

The w o n d e r fu l  n i g h t  f i n a l l y  came and I  was r e a l l y  
r e a d y  f o r  i t !  I  had b o rrow ed  my M o t h e r ' s  l i p s t i c k ,  
p u t  i t  i n  my p o c k e t ,  and to  a l l  o u tw ard  a p p e a r e n c e ,
I  looked  my norm al s e l f .  I  gave  a s s u r a n c e  t o  my 
m other  t h a t  I  w o u l d n ' t  c a u s e  any damage o r  g e t  i n t o  
t r o u b l e .  I  d ash ed  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u se  and met my f r i e n d ?  
on th e  c o r n e r .  They to o k  one lo o k  a t  me and s t a r t e d  
to  r a g e .  You were th e  b ig  mouth who t a l k e d  e v e ry o n e  
i n t o  w e a r in g  a costum e and h e r  you  a r e  t h e  o n ly  one 
n o t  d r e s s e d  f o r  th e  o c c a s i o n .  I  a s s u r e d  them t h a t  I
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was d r e s s e d  and i f  t h e y  would2 m in u té ' ï '^
would p ro v e  i t .  I  t r o t t e d  b e h in d  a h ed g e ,  took  o f f  
my j a c k e t ,  r e v e a l i n g  th e  to p  o f  my d r e s s ,  p u l l e d  th e  
o t h e r  p a r t  o f  my d r e s s  o u t  o f  my p a n t s  and r o l l e d  
them up . I  a p p l i e d  th e  l i p s t i c f t ^ & i i â ï  t U d
a bandana  on my head  and made my g rand  e n t e r e n c e .
Did th e y  l a u g h ------ a t  f i r s t .  My b e s t  f r i e n d  looked
a t  me and s a i d ,  "No k i d d i n g ,  you make a p r e t t y g o o d  
lo o k in g  b r o a d . "  Oh, how I  e n jo y ed  t h a t  evening], I  
d id  g e t  p r e t t y  s i c k  o f  s to p p in g  and r o l l i n g  up my 
s i l l y  p a n t s  t h a t  k e p t  f a l l i n g  down. I  h a te d  to  go 
home b u t  a f t e r  a b o u t  t h r e e  memorable h o u r s ,  we a l l  
w ent o u r  s e p a r a t e  w ays. B e fo re  e n t e r i n g  th e  h o u se ,
I  j u s t  r e v e r s e d  th e  p r o c e s s  and w ent r i g h t  up t&9t n e  
b a th ro o m , c le a n e d  o f f  th e  l i p s t i c k  and th rew  my d r e s s ,  I 
b r a ,  g i r d l e  and s t o c k i n g s  down th e  la u n d ry  c h u te .  I  
w en t o u t  to  say  g o o d n ig h t  to  my p a r e n t s  and th e y  a s k ­
ed me i f  I  had a good t im e .  Boy d id  I  e v e r !  I  r è -
l i v e d  t h i s  w o n d e r fu l  n i g h t ,  many, many t im e s .

3 ; fg ln  '2c*3l i . sq  a ed d Tuow n asw o llaH  dBiiJ b s ru
I  was g e t t i n g  to  be a r e a l  gone g i r l  by now.. 

w a s n ' t  c o n t e n t  to  wear j u s t  one p i e c e  o f  fe m in in e  
a p p a r e l ,  I  had to  be c o m p le t l e y  d r e s s e d  to  d e r iv e  my 
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  1 now co u ld  wear my m o th e r 's  c l o t h e s  
and r e a l l y  gave them a w o rk o u t .  I f  I  knew t h a t  I  
would even  have a h a l f  an ho u r  a lo n e  i n  th e  h o u se ,
I ' d  d r e s s ,  lo v e  i t ,  s h a k e ,  r i p  n y lo n s ,  s p l i t  seams 
and s t a i n  d r e s s e s  and b l o u s e s  w i th  makeup. My ' 

m other  c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s ta n d  what was h ap p e n in g  to  h e r  
c l o t h e s .  She would say  t h a t  she  was s u re  t h a t  she 
h a d n ' t  w<?rn a p a r t i c u l a r  b 1 dÜffe * à rid ' 4Rdw:vWb!iî 1 d 9 21 ° " 1 
p o s s i b l y  be d i r t y .  Not o n ly  was I  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  
sn eak  by t h i s  t im e  b u t  a l s o  a v e r y  good l i a r  to o .  
Som etim es, i f  I  r e a l l y  was lu c k y ,  I  co u ld  sq u eeze  
i n  two whole h o u rs  d r e s s e d  and I  would be i n  heaven . 
Then as I  would s t a r t  un d re  s i n g ,  ï  ‘rôSüld felf°Êi!o 
t e r r i b l y  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  m y s e l f .  Oh, th e  p ro m ise s  I  
would make, n e v e r ,  n e v e r ,  a g a in  would I  do such  a 
h o r r i b l e  t h i n g !  I f  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  came up, say  the  
n e x t  d ay ,  and I  w o u l d n ' t  g e t  d r e s s e d ,  I ' d  be so proud 
o f  m y s e l f  and t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was a l l  o v e r  and I  had 
f i n a l l y  overcome my w eak n ess .  These f e e l i n g s  pers is te !
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u n t i l  I  f i n i s h e d  h ig h  s c h o o l .
-nlmsi

I n  s p i t e  o f  my d r e s s i n g  up , I  d id  manage to  d a t e  
e v e ry  p r e t t y  g i r l  i n  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  m a jo r  i n  t h r e e  
s p o r t s  and be a l l - h i g h  i n  th e  100 and 200 y a r d  d a s h e s .  
I  r e c e i v e d  f i v e  s c h o l a r s h i p  o f f e r s  and r a n  i n  th e  
N a t i o n a l  AAU t r a c k  meet i n  New York C i ty .  I n  one 
p a r t i c u l a r  m ee t ,  I  won t h r e e  t r o p i e s  and f o u r  m ed a ls .
I  have o v e r  f i f t e e n  t r o p h i e s  and f o r t y  m e d a ls ,  m o s t ly  
f o r  t r a c k  b u t  a few f o r  swimming. I  was a L i f e  Guard 
f o r  e i g h t  y e a r s  and have 83 r e s c u e s  to  my c r e d i t .  I 'm  
n o t  m e n t io n in g  t h i s  to  b r a g ,  b u t  j u s t  to  show t h a t  I  
was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  and c a p a b le  o f  my s h a r e  o f  m a s c u l in e  
a c t i v i t i e s .  A l l  th ro u g h  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  my f e m i n i n i t y  
would ru n  h o t  and c o ld .  One day I  would t h i n k  t h a t  
i t  was a l l  o v e r  and I  co u ld  l i c k  th e  w o r ld .  The n e x t  
day I  would be t r y i n g  on some o f  my m o t h e r ’ s c l o t h i n g .  
T hat h o r r i b l e  d e f e a t e d  f e e l i n g i  T h ere  was no one to  
t a l k  to  b e c a u se  no one co u ld  p o s s i b l y  u n d e r s t a n d .  I  
n a t u r a l l y  th o u g h t  t h a t  I  was th e  o n ly  p e r s o n  i n  th e  
w orld  t h a t  had th e s e  u r g e s .  I  lo v ed  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  
made a g r e a t  many f r i e n d s  and had a w o n d e r fu l  t im e 
n o t  o n ly  i n  s p o r t s  b u t  a l s o  i n  s c h o o l  p l a y s ,  f o u r  
d i f f e r e n t  c l u b s ,  th e  b i g g e s t  and b e s t  f r a t u r n i t y  i n  
th e  s c h o o l ;  i n  f a c t ,  I  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  f r a t u r n i t y  
t h r e e  t im es  and c a p t a i n  o f  th e  t r a c k  team  i n  my s e n ­
i o r  y e a r .

A l l  good t h i n g s  come to  an end and I  was d r a f t e d  
i n t o  th e  Navy. When I  took  my p h y s i c a l ,  th e  d o c t o r  
asked  me i f  I  l i k e d  g i r l s  and I  a s s u r e d  him t h a t  I  
d i d .  I  w anted  to  a sk  him a b o u t  l i k i n g  them so much 
t h a t  I  w anted to  be o n e ,  b u t  I  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  t h e  words 
o u t .  I  was s e n t  to  G re a t  Lakes C e n te r  and a c t u a l l y  
found th e  t r a i n i n g  v e r y  e a s y .  I  was th e  s p r i n t  cham­
p io n  f o r  th e  whole b a s e ,  had th e  f a s t e s t  t im e  f o r  th e  
o b s t i c a l  c o u r s e ,  and was a b s o l u t l e y  th e  w o r s t  s h o t  
w i th  a r i f l e  t h a t  e v e r  w ent t h ro u g h  G re a t  L ak e s .  At 
th e  t im e ,  t h e r e  were a b o u t  125 ,000  men on th e  b a s e  
and a b o u t  200 g i r l s  w o rk in g  i n  th e  v a r i o u s  c a n t e e n s .  
One o f  th e s e  was m ine. I t  was a t im e  o f  my l i f e  t h a t  
I  l i k e  to  lo o k  back  on. I  d i d n ’ t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e n jo y

®
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It but I'm not sorry that I spent two years in the 
service* Most of the time, I didn't miss my femin­
inity a great deal* That was until I had about two 
months left to serve. I was aboard a destroyer in 
San Fransico Bay, when that feeling I couldn't run 
away from, hide from, or get out of my mind, returned. 
I really put up a struggle but naturally I lost out.
I would walk down the street and sneak peeks at all 
the beautiful clothes in the shop windows. I finally 
made my body follow my mind into a department store 
to make my very first purchase of feminine under 
things* I was so nervous that I could hardly speak 
to the middle aged saleslady. I finally told her 
that I wanted a panty girdle and bra, also a pair of 
stockings* I honestly can't recall how I knew my 
size but everything fitted perfectly. As she handed 
me the package, she said, "have fun*" I couldn't 
figure out if she knew they were for me or thought 
they were for my girl friend. I like to think she 
guessed the first* Now most TV's would have rented 
a room and indulged themselves for the length of 
their liberty* Not me, I took my things back aboard 
ship and wore them for the next two months! Some 
will say, what nerve, while others will say, what 
stupidity* I Just say it was nervey stupidity. I 
was a quartermaster and my main job was to correct 
all the charts* I had the chart room all to myself 
and spent most of my time there. Another friend and 
myself would play cribbage until one or two in the 
morning* He would usually go to bed before me and I 
then took off my lingerie. When I had to wash them,
X would take my girdle and put it in a skivvy, wash 
them both together in the sink, wrap the clean girdle 
in a towel and put it in my footlocker.

My sex education was improved a great deal by some 
of the old salts* I really knew what a girl was and 
what you were supposed to do with her. They sure 
tried to lead me astray, but I just couldn't break 
down and go along with the crowd. In fact, I even 
gave up using the words hell and damn. Can you im­
agine being in the Navy and going to that extreme!
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I  was fo n d ly  c a l l e d  th e  p r e a c h e r  by a l l ,  ev en  th e  
o f f i c e r s *  B ut I  w a sn ’ t  r e p ro a c h e d  f o r  my odd b e ­
h a v i o r  and made many f r i e n d s *  T h is  l i t t l e  e p i s o d e  
w i l l  g iv e  you a g l im p s e  i n t o  my a c c e p ta n c e  by  th e  
r e g u l a r  navy  men* E v ery  t h i r d  n i g h t ,  I  had to  s t a n d  
w a tc h  on  th e  b r i d g e ,  f o r  th e  w hole  n ig h t*  So many 
q u a r t e r m a s t e r s  and s ig n a lm e n  w ere  b e in g  d i s c h a r g e d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w e re n f t  enough q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n e l  a b o a rd  
who c o u ld  r e a d  th e  s i g n a l  lamp* I  had to  s l e e p  on 
th e  b r i d g e ,  on a f o l d i n g  co t*  Xf t h e  b a s e  on s h o re  
w anted  to  send  us a m essag e ,  someone would wake me 
and I  would r e a d  th e  l i g h t *  I ’m a v e r y  p o o r  s l e e p e r  
and t h i s  r e a l l y  b o t h e r e d  me* Sometimes t h e r e  would 
be f i v e  o r  s i x  p e o p le  on  th e  b r i d g e  a t  t h e  same time* 
One n i g h t ,  I  f i n a l l y  jumped o f f  t h e  c o t  and s a i d ,
" I f  you w an t  me, I ’ l l  be i n  th e  c a p t a i n ’ s se a  c a b in * "  
L eav ing  my s h ip m a te s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  mouths w ide  o p e n ,  I  
e n t e r e d  th e  c a b in  and c ra w le d  in b e tw e e n  n i c e ,  c l e a n ,  
w h i te  s h e e ts *  I  w i l l  ad m it  t h a t  I  knew t h a t  th e  
c a p t a i n  was a s h o r e  and w a sn ’ t  e x p e c te d  a b o a rd  u n t i l  
t h e  f o l lo w in g  day* When I  g o t  up t h e  n e x t  m orn ing  
and s t r o l l e d  o u t  o f  th e  c a b i n ,  f o u r  seamen w ere  
s t a n d i n g  a t  a t t e n t i o n  and gave me a s m a r t  s a l u t e *
The l e a d i n g  seaman s a i d ,  "Good m orning  s i r ,  I  hope 
you s l e p t  w e l l* "  I  s a i d ,  "V ery  w e l l ,  th a n k  you 
Q u a r te rm a s te r *  C a r ry  on  w i t h  y o u r  d u t i e s . "  My r e p ­
u t a t i o n  r e a c h e d  a r a t h e r  h i g h  p l a t e a u ,  when t h e  
s t o r y  was r e p e a t e d  th o u g h o u t  th e  sh ip *

A f t e r  my d i s c h a r g e ,  I  w en t  b ac k  t o  San F r a n c i s c o  
and b o u g h t  some o f  th e  w o r s t  c l o t h e s  you c a n  im agine*  
I  was so e x c i t e d  t o  be o u t  o f  t h e  Navy and no one to  
answ er t o  t h a t  I  d i d n ’ t  ev en  buy  a n y th in g  f e m in in e .
I  wore my b ra n d  new ch eck ed  p a n t s ,  w h i t e  s h i r t  and 
c ream  s p o r t  c o a t  o u t  o f  t h e  s t o r e ,  and w a lked  to  th e  
bus d e p o t  and b o u g h t  a t i c k e t  f o r  home* Q u i te  a few 
p e o p le  lo o k ed  a t  me, and a t  t h e  t im e ,  I  t h o u g h t  I  
r e a l l y  m ust lo o k  p r e t t y  s h a r p ,  now I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  I  
was a l i t t l e  b i t  co n sp icu o u s*  I  had a b o u t  two h o u rs  
to  w a i t  f o r  th e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  my b u s ,  so  I  to o k  a w a lk  
to  s e e  some more o f  t h e  l o v e l y  c i t y .  I  was g o in g  
th ro u g h  a v e r y  p r e t t y  p a r k  and n a t u r a l l y  lo o k in g  a t



a l l  th e  s i g h t s  when I  r e a l l y  saw one! J u s t  ah e a d ,  
on a b e n c h ,  w ere  two boys* I  would g u e s s  t h e i r  ages  
to  be a b o u t  s i x t e e n .  They lo o k ed  r a t h e r  odd from  a 
d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y a r d s  and as I  k e p t  
coming c l o s e r ,  my h e a r t  s t a r t e d  po u n d in g  f a s t e r  and 
f a s t e r .  They b o t h  w ere  made up to  th e  n t h  d e g r e e ,  
l i p s t i c k ,  eye shadow, p a n c a k e ,  n a i l  p o l i s h ,  th e  
w o rk s .  They b o t h  w ere smoking b u t  oh ,  so l a d y l i k e ,  
w i t h  th e  l e g s  c r o s s e d  so d a i n t i l l y ,  a l l  th e  m anner­
ism s o f  two l a d i e s  on th e  prow l* I  was r e p u l s e d ,  
b u t  y e t ,  c o u l d n f t  lo o k  away from  them. M0h God, i s  
t h i s  w ha t  I  lo o k  l i k e  t o  o t h e r  p e o p l e . n I  th o u g h t?  
B e fo re  I  c o u ld  fo rm  a n o t h e r  t h o u g h t ,  one o f  them 
s a i d ,  " H i ,  h o n ey ,  g o t  a m in u te ?"  W ith  sh a k in g  k n e e s ,  
I  h u r r i e d  on w i t h o u t  a n s w e r in g .  I  c o u l d n ! t  c o n t r o l  
m y s e l f ,  t e a r s  s t r e a m e d  down my ch e ek s  and I  th o u g h t  
my l i f e  had b e e n  p r o j e c t e d  b e f o r e  me. I s  t h i s  what 
I  was h e a d in g  f o r ?  I  knew th e y  w ere  hom osexuals  and 
r e a l i z i n g  how much I  lo v e d  to  d r e s s  as a woman, I  
c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  I  m ust be one t o o .  T h is  h a u n te d  me 
a l l  t h e  way a c r o s s  th e  c o u n t r y  and by th e  t im e I  
g o t  home, I  p ro m ise d  m y s e l f  t h a t  my l i f e  would s t a r t  
anew and no more d r e s s i n g .  I  knew t h a t  I  r e a l l y  
l i k e d  g i r l s  and c o u l d n 1t  b r i n g  m y s e l f  to  lo o k  a t  a 
man w i t h  any k in d  o f  d e s i r e .  By th e  t im e  I  s te p p e d  
o f f  th e  b u s ,  I  f e l t  much b e t t e r  and q u i t e  e a g e r  to  
f a c e  th e  l i f e  a h e a d .

What a w o n d e r fu l  f e e l i n g  to  be home once a g a in !
I  s p e n t  t h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  th e  summer, h a v in g  a good 
t im e  and d a t i n g  my f u t u r e  w i f e .  F e m i n in i t y  was v e r y  
much su b m erg ed .  T ru e ,  e v e ry  once i n  a w h i l e ,  I  would 
f e e l  a s l i g h t  d e s i r e  a r i s i n g  b u t  I  would t h i n k  back  
to  th o s e  two c r e a t u r e s  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  and th e  u rg e  
w ould  p a s s .  I  d id  make a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  to  f i n d  
o u t  more a b o u t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  I  came to  t h e  c o n c lu ­
s i o n  t h a t  I  d i d n f t  f i t  t h e  p a t t e r n  b u t  t h e n  j u s t  what 
was I?  One t h i n g  f o r  s u r e ,  I  was u n iq u e ,  t h e r e  was 
no one e l s e  l i k e  me (sound  f a m i l i a r ? ) .  About f o u r  
m onths a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  home, I  p ic k e d  up a " G i r l i e "  
m a g a z in e ,  and I  was once a g a in  on th e  o ld  f a m i l i a r  
w orn t r a i l .  Fem ale i m p e r s o n a t i o n  -  two b e a u t i f u l
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p ag es  o f  p i c t u r e s .  A f t e r  d e v o u r in g  e v e ry  d e t a i l  a t  
l e a s t  f i v e  t im e s ,  I  c o u ld  h a r d l y  c o n t a i n  my d e s i r e s  
to  d r e s s  a g a i n .  X a c t u a l l y  f e l t  s i c k .  My m o th e r  was 
d o w n s ta i r s  i n  th e  k i t c h e n  and I  to o k  th e  s t a i r s ,  
t h r e e  a t  a t im e ,  w en t r i g h t  i n t o  h e r  room, g a t h e r e d  
th e  n e c e s s a r y  i t e m s ,  w en t  i n t o  th e  b a th ro o m  and c h a n ­
g e d .  No amount o f  words c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  d e s c r i b e  th e  
u t t e r  b l i s s  t h a t  I  e x p e r i e n c e d .  As th e  o ld  s a y in g  
g o e s ,  "y o u  have to  be one to  know o n e ."  So t h e r e  I  
w as,  back  i n  th e  same o ld  g ro o v e  a g a in .

I  d e c id e d  to  go t o  a l o c a l  c o l l e g e  u n d e r  t h e  G . I .  
B i l l ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t a k i n g  a s c h o l a r s h i p  o f f e r .  I  was 
p l a y i n g  f re sh m an  f o o t b a l l ,  c a r r y i n g  s i x t e e n  h o u r s  o f  
s u b j e c t s ,  d a t i n g ,  s t u d y i n g ,  w o rk in g  a t  a soda  f o u n t ­
a i n  and d r e s s i n g  i n  b e tw e en  t i m e s .  L iv in g  a t  home 
and h a v in g  a l i t t l e  e x t r a  money to  sp e n d ,  I  s t a r t e d  
to  buy my own w a rd ro b e ,  n o t  to o  e x t e n s i v e  b u t  q u i t e  
a d e q u a te .  I  had saved  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  sum o f  money 
w h i le  i n  th e  Navy and p u rc h a s e d  a c a r  when I  came 
home. I  would go i n t o  my room and be  s tu d y in g  and 
t r y i n g  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  on th e  s u b j e c t  a t  h an d .  Some 
l i t t l e  demon would s t a r t  w h i s p e r in g  a b o u t  g e t t i n g  
d r e s s e d  and maybe t h a t  would h e lp  me to  r e l a x  and I  
p r o b a b ly  c o u ld  s tu d y  b e t t e r .  When I  would g iv e  i n  
to  t h i s  u r g e ,  i t  s t i l l  d i d n 1t  h e lp  my s c h o o l  w ork .  I  
n e v e r  managed to  g e t  v e r y  good m ark s .  I  r e a c h e d  a 
p o i n t  t h a t  d r e s s i n g  became my m ost consum ing d e s i r e .
My p a r e n t s  would sa y  good n i g h t  and I fd say  I  was 
g o in g  to  s tu d y  f o r  a w h i l e .  I ! d w a i t  u n t i l  t h e y  w ere  
a s l e e p ,  g e t  a l l  d r e s s e d  u p ,  sn e a k  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  
g e t  i n t o  my c a r  and d r i v e  aro u n d  f o r  an  h o u r  o r  two.

My m other  and f a t h e r  a lw ays  w en t  to  F l o r i d a  f o r  
th e  month o f  March and how I  p la n n e d  f o r  t h a t  m onthl 
I  was so h e l p f u l .  I  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  lu g g a g e  to  th e  
c a r ,  p ro m ised  them I  would go t o  my f a t h e r 1s o f f i c e  
e v e r y o t h e r  day and s e e  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  was r u n n in g  
sm o o th ly ,  and t a k e  c a r e  o f  my m o th e rs  c e ra m ic  b u s i n e s s  
t h a t  she  had a t  t h e  t im e .  As I  waved goodbye from  
th e  c u r b ,  I  was u n b u t to n in g  my s h i r t !  What a m onth 
t h a t  w as.  I  would r u n  down t o  my f a t h e r 1 s a c c o u n t in g
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o f f i c e *  p i c k  up any l e d g e r s  t h a t  had t o  be d e l i v e r e d ,  
p i c k  up o t h e r  c u s to m e rs  l e d g e r s *  go t o  s c h o o l ,  f i r e  
my m o th e rs  k i l n *  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e  woman t h a t  came to  
t h e  h o u se  t o  buy s u p p l i e s ,  go to  sch o o l*  w ork ,  d a te*  
and d r e s s ,  X even  managed to  s tu d y  now and then*
On t h e  n i g h t s  t h a t  I  c o u ld  manage i t ,  I  would d r e s s  
and go o u t  i n  my car*  Some t im e s  I  would p a r k  and 
j u s t  w a lk  up one s t r e e t  and down a n o t h e r .  I t  was 
n o t h i n g  f o r  me t o  w a lk  f i v e  m i le s  i n  an  e v e n in g .  I  
g u e s s  t h i s  i s  t h e  m ain  r e a s o n  I  am a b l e  t o  g e t  a round  
so  w e l l  i n  h e e l s ,  X was so  b u sy  f o r  th e  w hole m onth 
t h a t  X r e a l l y  d i d n ’ t  have  t im e  to  f e e l  g u i l t y  o r  b l u e ,

X r e a l l y  d re a d e d  th e  t h o u g h t  o f  my p a r e n t s  r e t u r n .  
They had w r i t t e n ,  in fo rm in g  me to  e x p e c t  them home 
o n  a S a t u r d a y ,  F r i d a y ,  I  w en t  t h r o u g h  th e  w hole  
h o u se  rem ov ing  any  t r a c e  o f  D ia n a ,  Of c o u r s e  I  was 
d r e s s e d  a t  t h e  t im e .  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  my freedom  
would be d r a s t i c a l l y  c u r t a i l e d ,  I  d e c id e d  to  spend  
t h e  e v e n in g  a t  home and l i v e  i t  u p ,  I  was i n  th e  
k i t c h e n ,  when I  h e a r d  a c a r  p u l l  i n t o  t h e  y a r d ,  I  
t h o u g h t  i t  m ust  be one o f  m o th e r ’ s c u s to m e rs  and I  
p eek ed  o u t  and a lm o s t  f l i p p e d  my w ig l  Dad and M other 
were h e a d in g  f o r  t h e  lo c k e d  d o o r ,  X r e a l l y  d o n ’ t  
t h i n k  X to u c h e d  one s t a i r *  h e a d in g  f o r  t h e  bathroom*
I  had t o  d e t o u r  and p i c k  up a p a i r  o f  p a n t s  and* s M t t .  
I  r u i n e d  a b ra n d  new d r e s s  and a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a new 
r e c o r d  f o r  c h a n g in g .  My m o th e r  c o u l d n ’ t  u n d e r s ta n d  
why my f a c e  was so  f l u s h e d .  I  c o u l d n ’ t  v e r y  w e l l  
t e l l  h e r  how h a r d  I  had t o  s c r u b ,  t o  remove a l l  th e  
makeup. X was so  t h a n k f u l  t h a t  X h a d n ’ t  b e e n  c a u g h t  
i n  t h e  a c t  t h a t  I  p ro m ised  t o  t a k e  t o  t h e  s t r a i g h t  
and n a r ro w  p a t h  o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  a g a i n .  T h a t  n i g h t ,  
X to o k  a l l  my fe m in in e  c l o t h i n g  and th re w  them i n  th e  
g a rb a g e  c a n ,  ” 1 am f r e e  once m orel No more o f  t h i s  
s i l l y  b u s i n e s s  f o r  mei X’m s t r o n g  enough to  l i c k  a 
s i l l y  h a b i t  s u c h  as  t h i s .* '

W e l l ,  I  was f r e e  f o r  a b o u t  two months* One day I  
was g l a n c i n g  th r o u g h  a m agaz ine  and saw an  ad f o r  a 
b e a u t i f u l  g i r d l e *  W i th in  f i f t e e n  m in u te s ,  I  had n o t  
o n ly  my m o th e rs  g i r d l e  on b u t  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  to o .
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The n e x t  d ay ,  I  was o u t  a g a in  b u y in g  a new w a rd ro b e .  
( I  m ig h t  s a y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  I  n e v e r  was r e a l l y  
em b a ra ssed  a b o u t  b u y in g  f e m in in e  t h i n g s .  I  a lw ays 
f i g u r e d  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  w a sn ’ t  t h e  c l e r k s  b u s i n e s s  to  
q u e s t i o n  my m o t iv e s  f o r  p u r c h a s i n g  any i t e m .  T ru e ,  
som etim es th e y  would a c t  c o o l  o r  some o t h e r  l a d y  
c u s to m e r  would g iv e  me a funny  lo o k .  I t  would o n ly  
make me a n g ry .  A f t e r  a l l ,  a g r e a t  many women buy 
u n d e rw ear  and e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  f o r  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s . )
I  would say  t h a t  d u r in g  th e  n e x t  two y e a r s  I  bo u g h t  
and d e s t r o y e d  a t  l e a s t  $500 w o r th  o f  c l o t h i n g .

I  would sm uggle my t h i n g s  i n t o  th e  c a r ,  t a k e  o f f  
and w h i le  d r i v i n g ,  make a c o m p le te  c h a n g e ,  g i r d l e  
and b ra  i n c l u d e d .  A f t e r  making s u r e  t h a t  I  was p a s s ­
a b l e ,  I  would do any number o f  c r a z y  t h i n g s .  L ike  
g o in g  to  a show, s i t t i n g  i n  th e  l a d i e s  room, g o in g  
to  d i n n e r ,  g o in g  to  m id n ig h t  m ass , s h o p p in g ,  w a lk in g  
r i g h t  down th e  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  g o in g  i n t o  
shops  and b u y in g  a b r a  o r  a n y th in g  f e m in in e ,  w a lk in g  
by my f r i e n d s  who knew me as  a man. I  en jo y ed  i t  i n ­
t e n s e l y  and h a t e d  m y s e l f  i n t e n s e l y  i n  th e  m orn ing .
I n  f a c t ,  some t im e s  i t  d i d n ’ t  t a k e  u n t i l  th e  m orning . 
Many t i m e s ,  I  would be  d r i v i n g  a lo n g  and s t a r t  r e v e r ­
s i n g  my a t t i r e .  A l l  o f  a su d d en ,  I ’d s t a r t  d e l i b e r ­
a t e l y  r i p p i n g  e v e ry  I te m  o f f ,  c o m p le te ly  r u i n i n g  
e v e ry  s t i t c h  o f  c l o t h i n g .  Then I ’d f e e l  c l e a n  and 
make my p ro m ise  t o  God to  mend my ways. On one such  
o c c a s i o n ,  I  th re w  ea c h  i t e m  o u t  th e  window as I  r i p ­
ped i t  o f f .  The n e x t  d ay ,  o v e r  th e  r a d i o ,  i t  was 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  f o u l  p l a y  was f e a r e d  b e c a u s e  th e  p o l i c e  
had d i s c o v e r e d  a l l  t h i s  r i p p e d  c l o t h i n g .  I  f e l t  
r a t h e r  g u i l t y  a b o u t  c a u s in g  th e  p o l i c e  a l l  t h a t  co n ­
c e r n  b u t  I  w a s n ’ t  a b o u t  to  c a l l  them up and e x p l a i n  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  to  them . I ’m t h a n k f u l  t h a t  l i t t e r i n g  
w a s n ’ t  s u c h  a b ig  c r im e  as  i t  i s  to d a y .  A f t e r  a 
s e s s i o n  o f  d i s p o s i n g  o f  my c l o t h i n g ,  I  co u ld  u s u a l l y  
s t a y  away from  d r e s s i n g ,  f o r  a b o u t  a week o r  two.
Then a f r e s h  b e g in n in g  b u t  u s u a l l y  more i n t e n s e  than 
th e  l a s t  s i e z u r e .  A f t e r  d e s t r o y i n g  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  
co m p le te  o u t f i t s ,  I  found m y se l f  b e in g  r e m o r s e fu l  
f o r  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  a t  s h o r t e r  s h o r t e r  i n t e r v a l s .



The l a s t  t im e I  d id  i t ,  I  d r e s s e d  th e  v e r y  n e x t  d ay .

The one and o n ly  t im e  t h a t  I  r e a l l y  had t r o u b l e  
was because  I  was v e r y  f o o l i s h .  I  assume t h a t  you 
r e a l i z e  t h a t  I  was p r e t t y  s u r e  o f  m y s e l f ,  by t h i s  
tim e. One e v e n in g ,  a b o u t  7 :3 0 ,  I  was o u t  d r i v i n g  
around i n  th e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  o u r  c i t y .  I  saw a young 
man, ab o u t  my a g e ,  h i t c h  h i k i n g .  L ike  a r e a l  d im w it ,
I  s to p p ed  and p ic k e d  him up. I  a sk ed  him where he 
was g o ing  and he t o l d  me. We w ere  j u s t  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  
ev e ry d ay  t h i n g s  when he a sk e d  i f  I  would l i k e  to  s to p  
f o r  a d r i n k .  I  e x p la in e d  to  him t h a t  I  d i d n ' t  d r i n k  
b u t  he co n v in ce d  me to  s to p  and a t  l e a s t  have a co k e .  
I  p a rk ed  th e  c a r  and g o t  o u t .  He came o v e r  and e s ­
c o r t e d  me a c r o s s  th e  s t r e e t ,  opened  th e  d o o r  o f  th e  
t a v e r n  and we e n t e r e d .  I t  was a v e r y  p o p u la r  and 
r a t h e r  n i c e  p l a c e .  The w a i t e r  came to  us and th e n  
showed us to  a s i d e  b o o th .  The boy h e lp e d  me o u t  
o f  my c o a t  and o rd e re d  a b e e r  f o r  h i m s e l f  and a coke 
f o r  me. We s p e n t  a b o u t  t e n  m in u te s  g e t t i n g  to  know 
ea ch  o t h e r  a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  and I  was r e a l l y  lo v in g  
i t .  T h ree  young men ap p ro ach e d  o u r  t a b l e  and my 
f r i e n d  s to o d  up . I  was r a t h e r  u p s e t  b e c a u s e  I  r e a l l y  
d i d n ' t  know w hat t h e y  c o u ld  p o s s i b l y  w a n t .  They w ere 
f r i e n d s  and j u s t  came o v e r  to  s a y  h e l l o  and be i n ­
t ro d u c e d  to  me! They w ere  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  and o n ly  
s t a y e d  a few m in u te s .

A f t e r  th e y  w ent t h e i r  way, we t a l k e d  some more, 
and had a few more d r i n k s .  I  had to  go to  th e  l a d i e s  
room and on th e  way p a s s e d  my new a d m i r e r s .  They 
sm ile d  and nodded to  me. Q u i te  a f e e l i n g ,  to  be 
looked  a t  and a d m ire d .  A f t e r  to u c h in g  up my makeup 
and making s u r e  e v e r y t n i n g  was i n  p l a c e ,  I  w en t b ack  
to  my d a t e ,  in fo rm ed  him t h a t  I  r e a l l y  had to  l e a v e .
I  t o l d  him i t  was p e r f e c t l y  a l r i g h t  i f  he s t a y e d  w i t h  
h i s  f r i e n d s .  He s a i d  t h a t  he a l s o  had to  go home 

and i f  i t  w a s n ' t  t o o  much t r o u b l e  to  d rop  him  o f f ,  he 
would be g r a t e f u l .  I  a s s u r e d  him t h a t  I  w o u l d n ' t  
mind a t  a l l .  A f t e r  h e l p i n g  me on w i th  my c o a t ,  h o l d ­
ing  th e  door open f o r  me, we a g a in  c r o s s e d  th e  s t r e e t  
and he opened th e  d r i v e r ' s  s i d e  f o r  me. He w ent
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a ro u n d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  and g o t  in*  I  was j u s t  
a b o u t  t o  s t a r t  t h e  c a r  when I  f e l t  m y s e l f  b e in g  
p u l l e d  v e r y  r o u g h l y  by  th e  r i g h t  arm, i n t o  h i s  arms 
and f i n d i n g  my l i p s  subm erged by  h i s *  I  r e a l l y  was 
so sh o ck ed  t h a t  I  d i d n ' t  have a moment to  p u t  up any 
r e s i s t a n c e *  I t  to o k  him a b o u t  f i v e  seco n d s  to  s t a r t  
h i s  e x p l o r i n g  o f  me and I  r e a l l y  s t i f f e n e d  and s t r u g ­
g l e d  f r e e  fro m  h i s  embrace* I  n e v e r  knew a boy co u ld  
move h i s  h an d s  so f a s t  and i n  so many d i r e c t i o n s  a t  
t h e  same t i m e .  I  t o l d  him  t h a t  I  h a d n ' t  p ic k e d  him 
up f o r  any  r e a s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  to  be  n i c e .  I t  to a k  
h im  a b o u t  t e n  m in u te s  t o  r e a l l y  c o n v in c e  h i m s e l f  t h a t  
I  w a s n ' t  g o in g  to  be a bad g i r l *  I  t o l d  him to  g e t  
o u t  o f  t h e  c a r  and he s a i d  he would b eh av e  and g e t  
o u t  a b o u t  a m i le  from  w here  we w ere  p a r k e d .  I  was 
s h a k in g  q u i t e  b a d l y  and w an ted  to  p u sh  him  o u t  on 
th e  s i d e w a lk ,  w i t h o u t  o p e n in g  t h e  d o o r!  We r e a c h e d  
t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  s t o p ,  he opened th e  d o o r ,  t u r n e d ,  
lo c k e d  a t  me and s m i l e d .  The c h a r a c t e r  w an ted  to  
know when we c o u ld  have  a n o t h e r  da t e l  I  sm i le d  
i c i l y  and in fo rm e d  h im , when h e l l  would f r e e z e  o v e r .
I  a l m o s t  r a n  o v e r  h i s  t o e s .  T h is  was th e  l a s t  t im e  
I  r i p p e d  up my c l o t h e s  b u t  I  r e a l l y  f e l t  t e r r i b l e  
a b o u t  t h e  w ho le  b u s i n e s s .  N ever a g a i n  would I  e v e r  
p u t  on  a s k i r t .  I  k e p t  t h a t  p ro m ise  f o r  a whole 
month*

Then i t  happened*  I  had r e t u r n e d  home from a 
m orn ing  c l a s s ,  had a b i t e  t o  e a t  and in fo rm ed  my 
m o th e r  t h a t  I  was g o in g  to  my room to  s t u d y .  I  d id  
go to  my room b u t  f i r s t  w en t to  h e r s  and p ic k e d  up 
a c o m p le te  o u t f i t *  I  s h u t  my d o o r  and changed  com­
p l e t e l y .  By t h i s  t im e ,  I  was a p ro  and c o u ld  a c t ­
u a l l y  s t u d y  w i t h o u t  t h e  f e e l i n g  o f  s i l k s  and s a t i n s  
d i s t r a c t i n g  me t o o  much. I  had s tu d y e d  f o r  a b o u t  an 
h o u r  when I  fo u n d  t h a t  I  n eeded  one o f  my t e x t  books 
t h a t  was i n  t h e  d e n ,  J u s t  a c r o s s  t h e  h a l l  from  my 
bed ro o m . O pening  th e  d o o r  q u i e t l y ,  I  s t e p p e d  o u t  
when no s u s p i c i o u s  sounds  w ere  h e a r d .  I  made an  ex- j 
t r e m e ly  p r e t t y  p i c t u r e  f o r  my m o th e r ,  j u s t  as  she 
t u r n e d  th e  c o r n e r .  Her mouth opened  wide and h e r  
eyes  t u r n e d  g l a s s y .  I  w is h  I  c o u ld  s a y  t h a t  we had
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a l o v e l y  t a l k  and she  u n d e r s to o d  my p o o r  to rm e n te d  
mind, b u t  t h a t  was not th e  c a s e .  She d id  a sk  w hat 
was th e  meaning o f  th e  o u t f i t ,  b u t  I  j u s t  lo o k ed  a t  
h e r  and s t a r t e d  to  c r y .  B e fo re  I  co u ld  c l o s e  th e  
door to  my room, she  was i n s i d e .  Even now, a f t e r  
tw en ty  y e a r s ,  i t ' s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me to  r e c a l l  
t h i s  memory w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  a lump i n  my t h r o a t .  I  
n e v e r  knew my m other knew s u c h  t e r r i b l e  w o rd s .  She 
t o l d  me to  g e t  o u t  and n e v e r  come b a c k ,  b u t  t a k e  h e r  
t h in g s  o f f  f i r s t ,  w hich  I  was i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  d o in g .  
When h e r  s l i p  came i n t o  v ie w ,  she  a lm o s t  choked . As 
I  took  o f f  each  g a rm e n t ,  my m other  to o k  i t  and r i p p e d  
i t  up. I  f i n a l l y  managed to  g e t  th e  makeup o f f  betw  
ween t e a r s  and blows and p u t  on male a t t i r e .  I  j u s t  
looked  a t  h e r  w i t h  a l l  th e  h a t e  I  r e a l l y  f e l t  and 
s a i d  g o o d -b y e .

She had changed h e r  mind by t h i s  t im e ,  how* Qr ,  
and d i d n ' t  w ant me to  l e a v e ,  even  th o u g h  I  w anted  t o .
I  g u ess  I  had obeyed h e r  f o r  so lo n g  t h a t  I  d i d n ' t  
r e b e l  and walk o u t .  She c a l l e d  my f a t h e r  a t  work and 
t o l d  him th e  whole d i r t y  s t o r y ,  and th e n  c a l l e d  th e  
f a m i ly  d o c t o r .  He p ro m ised  to  come r i g h t  o v e r  and 
t a l k  to  me, w hich  he d i d .  We were v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  to  
have su ch  a b r i l l a n t  p h y s i c a n  as  h e .  He asked  me 
v e r y  r e v e a l i n g  q u e s t i o n s ,  su ch  a s ,  do you l i k e  g i r l s ,  
e t c .  A f t e r  g i v i n g  my p o o r  m o th er  a s e d e t i v e ,  he t o l d  
h e r  t h a t  I  would grow o u t  o f  t h i s  s i l l y  h a b i t .  I  
j u s t  h a d n ' t  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  th e  n a r c i s i s s t i c  s t a g e  o f  
l i f e  y e t .  M a r r ia g e  would s u r e l y  remove any su ch  
s i l l y  n o t i o n s .  He s u g g e s te d  t h a t  I  s h o u ld  go to  a 
p s y c h o l o g i s t .  My f a t h e r  was r a t h e r  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  
me b u t  a c t u a l l y  gave me th e  o n ly  h e lp  and th e  c o u ra g e  
to  keep  l i v i n g .  He rem inded  me t h a t  I  had a v e r y  
lo v e l y  g i r l  who lo v ed  me and w i t h  p r o p e r  h e l p ,  I  
would be f i n e .

At th e  t im e ,  i t  sounded w o n d e r fu l  and I  q u i c k l y  
s p ra n g  back  to  th e  l i v i n g .  I  v i s i t e d  th e  p s y c h o l o ­
g i s t  and assumed t h a t  I  would be g e t t i n g  h e l p f u l  a d ­
v i c e  and my t r o u b l e s  would be b e h in d  me. B e fo re  my 
f i r s t  v i s i t  was h a l f  o v e r ,  I  sh o u ld  have r e a l i z e d  t h a t
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he w a s n ' t  g o in g  to  be o f  any h e l p  t o  me* He d i d n ' t  
ev en  have  a couch! Now you know t h a t  no one can  
p o s s i b l y  be cu re d  by s i t t i n g  i n  a c h a i r .  As I  l e f t  
my mind h e a l e r ,  a f t e r  th e  f i f t h  v i s i t ,  I  g o t  th e  
d i s t i n c t  im p r e s s i o n  t h a t  he m ust be h a v in g  th e  same 
t r o u b l e  i n  h i s  own home and c o u l d n ' t  h a n d le  i t  any 
b e t t e r  th e r e *  I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  th e  man lo o k ed  a t  me 
t e n  t im e s  i n  th e  e i g h t  t im e s  t h a t  I  w en t  to  him. He 
n e v e r  once  gave  me any a d v ic e  n o r  d id  he once even 
s m i le  a t  me. I  in fo rm ed  my p a r e n t s  t h a t  I  was com­
p l e t e l y  c u re d  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any need f o r  them to  
l a y  o u t  any  more money f o r  t r e a t m e n t s .  Now th e  d o c ­
t o r  d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  to u c h  w i t h  them and my p a r e n t s  d i d ­
n ' t  e i t h e r .  I t  was a l o t  e a s i e r  to  t a k e  t h i n g s  a t  
f a c e  v a l u e  t h a n  to  q u e s t i o n  i t  to o  d e e p ly .  My m other 
j u s t  p u t  th e  w hole  t h i n g  o u t  o f  h e r  mind, b u t  when 
sh e  would g e t  v e r y  a n g ry  w i t h  me, she  would make a 
few n a s t y  d i g s  a b o u t  my q u e e r n e s s .

I  m ust g i v e  my m o th e r  c r e d i t  f o r  one t h i n g ,  how­
e v e r ,  sh e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I  t e l l  my f u t u r e  w i fe  a b o u t  
my prob lem * I  f i n a l l y  managed to  g e t  th e  s t o r y  o u t  
to  h e r  a b o u t  two weeks b e f o r e  we were to  be m a r r i e d .
I  d i d n ' t  p a i n t  a v e r y  b l a c k  p i c t u r e  o f  th e  whole 
mess b e c a u s e  I  was s u r e  t h a t  my t r o u b l e  was b eh in d  
me. I  a l s o ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  once we were m a r r i e d ,  I  
w o u l d n ' t  g iv e  a n o t h e r  th o u g h t  to  w e a r in g  a n y th in g  
b u t  p a n t s .  I n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  I  would g e t  th e  u rg e  to  
d r e s s  b u t  I  managed to  r e s i s t .  At th e  t im e ,  my w ife  
t o  be was o n ly  tw e n ty  and r e a l l y  was even  more n a iv e  
t h a n  I .  She was i n  lo v e  and th o u g h t  t h a t  we co u ld  
l i c k  a n y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .  I  p ro m ised  t h a t  i f  I  g o t  
th e  u r g e ,  I  would  t e l l  h e r  and we would work i t  o u t  
t o g e t h e r .

And so we w ere  m a r r i e d .  T h ings  w ent a lo n g  a l r i g h t  
f o r  a t im e ,  u n t i l  one day I  was r e a l l y  down and o u t  
and c o n f id e d  i n  h e r  t h a t  I  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  c o n t r o l  th e  
u rg e  any l o n g e r .  Though she  i s  a g r e a t  d e a l  s m a l l e r  
t h a t  I ,  a few o f  h e r  t h i n g s  f i t  me and I  s p e n t  ab o u t  
an  h o u r  i n  a d r e s s .  She f e l t  v e r y  u n c o m fo r ta b le  w i th  
me i n  a d r e s s  and I  w a s n ' t  to o  happy  w i t h  th e  look  on
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h er  fa c e *  From t im e  to  t im e  sh e  would a sk  me how 
I  was d o in g  i n  o v erco m in g  my p r o b le m . N a t u r a l l y  I  
a s s u r e d  h e r  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  was f i n e .  I t  r e a l l y  w a s ,
I  had found a v e r y  good h i d i n g  p l a c e  f o r  my f e m in in e  
c l o t h i n g  and managed to  d r e s s  a t  l e a s t  o n ce  a month*
We l i v e d  i n  our ap a r tm en t  f o r  a b o u t  two y e a r s  and on  
th e  w h o le ,  g o t  a lo n g  q u i t e  w e l l  w i t h  my p a r e n t s .  A c t ­
u a l l y ,  t h e y  l i k e d  h er  more th a n  me* D o n 't  jump to  
any c o n c l u s i o n s  p l e a s e .  I  was v e r y  happy t h a t  t h e y  
saw so  much o f  h e r ,  s h e ' s  a v e r y  l o v e l y  p e r s o n  and 
earned  th e  l o v e  t h e y  have  g i v e n  h e r .

We b o u g h t  a v e r y  s m a l l  h o u se  o u t  i n  th e  c o u n t r y  
and s t a r t e d  our l i f e  as  -country  f o l k .  The h o u se  a c t ­
u a l l y  was a summer c o t t a g e  and we l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  

ifchree y e a r s  b e f o r e  we had r u n n in g  w a t e r ,  bathroom  or  
c e n t r a l  h e a t .  We r e a l l y  know what i t ' s  l i k e  to  ro u g h  
i t *  L i t t l e  by l i t t l e  I  im proved th e  h o u se  and was 
a b le  to  d r e s s  on t h o s e  o c c a s i o n s  when my w i f e  would  
go to  th e  c i t y  t o  v i s i t *  A lth o u g h  I  t r i e d  to  be  
c a r e f u l  ab o u t  rem oving  a l l  t r a c e  o f  D ia n a ,  sh e  s e v ­
e r a l  t im e s  found b i t s  o f  e v id e n c e *  She would  n e v e r  
come o u t  and t a l k  d i r e c t l y  a b o u t  i t  b u t  sh e  p r o b a b ly  
d i d n f t  b e l i e v e  my d e n i a l s  o f  d r e s s i n g *

I  wont ta k e  up sp a c e  w i t h  a l l  th e  t r i a l s  and t r i ­
b u l a t i o n s  o f  th e  l a s t  15 y e a r s  b u t  w i l l  j u s t  summar­
i z e  th e  s i t u a t i o n  by s a y in g  t h a t  a lm o s t  s i n g l e  h a n d -  
e d l y  I  have b u i l t  our o r i g i n a l  600 s q .  f t *  l i t t l e  
h o u se  i n t o  a 2300 s q .  f t .  s t r u c t u r e  m o s t ly  from  s t o n e  
t h a t  I  q u a r r ie d  and l a i d  m y s e l f .  Some y e a r s  a g o ,  
g e t t i n g  t i r e d  o f  th e  i n s u r a n c e  b u s i n e s s ,  my w i f e  and 
I  d e c id e d  to  open  a h o t  dog s ta n d  w h ich  we d id  w i t h  
m a t e r i a l s  b e g g e d ,  b orrow ed , and g iv e n *  A lth o u g h  we 
are  n o t  on a main road th e  l i t t l e  s ta n d  p r o s p e r e d  
and I  have e n la r g e d  i t  u n t i l  i t  i s  now a b u i l d i n g  
150 f e e t  lo n g  and 45 f e e t  w id e .  The b u s i n e s s  i s  good  
enough so  t h a t  i n  summer t im e  we em ploy 10 p e o p l e .
B oth  my w i f e  and I  s t i l l  work a b o u t  16 h o u rs  a d a y ,
7 days a week o p e r a t i n g  th e  r e s t a u r a n t - g i f t  shop  
c o m b in a t io n .  We do manage to  b rea k  th e  r o u t i n e  now 
and th e n  and s i n c e  I  l o v e  g o l f  we j o i n e d  th e  l o c a l
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c lu b  and I  have  a c t u a l l y  managed to  p l a y  6 t im e s  so  
f a r  t h i s  y ea r«  Of c o u r s e  w i t h  my s i n g l e  minded i n ­
t e n s i t y  when I  do p l a y  i t ,  I  r e a l l y  do i t ,  s e ld o m  
b e in g  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  o n l y  18 h o l e s — i t s  u s u a l l y  36 
and one t im e  i t  was 4 8 .

S tr a n g e  how m ost o f  us w i l l  t r y  to  p r e te n d  t h a t  
e v e r y t h i n g  i s  j u s t  f i n e  and a c t u a l l y  d e lu d e  o u r s e l v e s  
i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  i t .  My w i f e  d id  j u s t  t h a t .  W ith  th e  
c h i l d r e n  (we now have 2 g i r l s  and a b o y )  and a l l  th e  
work o f  b u i l d i n g  our b u s i n e s s  sh e  n e v e r  g o t  around to  
f i n d i n g  o u t  how I  was making o u t  w i t h  my f e m i n i n i t y .
I  was s t i l l  s n e a k in g  o c c a s i o n s  when p o s s i b l e  b u t  t h e y  
w ere few  and f a r  b e tw e e n .  But I  b eg a n  t o  make f r i e n d s  
and to  b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d  m y s e l f .  The f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  
was a g i r l  named Lou who came to  work f o r  u s .  She  
was a v e r y  n i c e  and a t t r a c t i v e  g i r l  and we g o t  w e l l  
a c q u a in t e d .  One n i g h t ,  a f t e r  we had worked l a t e  i n  
th e  s t o r e  and b e c a u s e  we w ere  r a t h e r  o u t  i n  th e  c o u n ­
t r y  I  was d r i v i n g  h e r  home, an o p p o r t u n i t y  a r o s e  to  
t e l l  her  a b o u t  D ia n a .  I t  to o k  a b o u t  10 s u c h  t r i p s  
to  f i n i s h  th e  jo b  b u t  when i t  had a l l  b e e n  t o l d  sh e  
a c c e p t e d  i t  b e c a u s e  sh e  r e a l i z e d  how im p o r ta n t  D iana  
was to  me. When my b i r t h d a y  came, sh e  g a v e  me a p a c k ­
age to  be opened  when by  m y s e l f .  I  d id  so  and found  
a n i c e  s l i p  w i t h  a n o t e  w h ic h  s a i d  i n  p a r t — Mt o  a v e r y  
n i c e  p e r s o n — g i r l  and a l l . 11 I  b u r s t  i n t o  t e a r s  a t  
t h i s  to k e n  o f  g e n e r o s i t y  and a c c e p t a n c e .  Tho sh e  no  
lo n g e r  works f o r  us sh e  rem a in s  a good f r i e n d  and I  
s e e  h er  s e v e r a l  t im e s  a y e a r .

N e x t ,  I  saw an ad f o r  h i g h  h e e l e d  s h o e s  i n  some 
p u b l i c a t i o n .  I  w r o te  to  th e  p a r t y  and r e c e i v e d  a 
r e p l y  w h ich  r ip e n e d  i n t o  a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  The s h o e s  
t h e m s e lv e s  were a l l  th e  e x o t i c  ty p e  and by  t h i s  s t a g e  
o f  my l i f e  I  had grown enough m e n t a l l y  t h a t  I  w a s n ' t  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b e in g  a ch o ru s  g i r l  anym ore. I  had 
g i v e n  away my s a t i n  d r e s s e s  a t  l e a s t  4 y e a r s  p r e v i ­
o u s l y .  So I  d i d n ' t  g e t  th e  s h o e s  b u t  I  d id  have  th e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  an u n d e r s t a n d in g  f r i e n d .  He l e t  
me know t h a t  t h e r e  w ere o t h e r s  l i k e  m y s e l f  and one  
day s a i d  t h a t  he was g o in g  to  send  me a p u b l i c a t i o n



o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  p e r s o n s  l i k e  m y s e l f .  I  c o u ld  h a r d ly  
w a i t  f o r  i t  to  a r r i v e  and th e  day th e  b i g  brown e n ­
v e l o p e  ap p eared  i n  th e  m a i l  box I  c o u ld  h a r d ly  w a i t  
to  open i t ,  b u t  d id  n o t  have th e  o p p o r u u n ity  to  do 
so  f o r  5 h o u r s .  When I  d i d ,  I  c o u ld  h a r d ly  b e l i e v e  
my e y e s .  Y e s ,  you g u e s s e d  i t ,  i t  was a copy o f  our  
m a g a z in e ,  TRANSVESTIA. That was one o f  th e  b e s t  days  
o f  my l i f e  and I  have  r e c e i v e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h e l p ,  
h a p p in e s s  and p e a c e  o f  mind from i t .

D uring  a l l  t h i s  t im e  I  had to  e x p r e s s  my f e m i n i n i t y  
i n  s u b t l e  and d e v io u s  w a y s .  I  would sn eak  on a g i r d l e  
and bra when I  c o u l d .  My w i f e  w ould u s u a l l y  c a t c h  me 
w e'd  have w o rd s ,  I ' d  l a y  low f o r  a b i t  and th e n  back  
to  th e  same t h i n g .  I  wore p o l i s h  on my t o e  n a i l s  f o r  
months and th o u g h t  I  was p r e t t y  c u t e  p u t t i n g  i t  o v er  
on h er  t i l l  one n i g h t  th e  c o v e r s  p u l l e d  o u t  o f  th e  
b o tto m  o f  th e  bed and my f e e t  s t u c k  o u t .  So o f f  came 
th e  p o l i s h *  A f t e r  t h a t  sh e  would f i n d  an e x c u s e  
e v e r y  few  days to  g e t  a lo o k  a t  my f e e t .  I  must a d ­
m it  t h a t  I  n e v e r  d i s a p p o i n t e d  h er  th o u g h , sh e  a lw ays  
found them n e a t l y  p o l i s h e d .  T h is  c o n s t a n t  b a t t l e  and 
th e  f i n d i n g  and d e s t r o y i n g  o f  my t h i n g s  f i n a l l y  began  
to  d i m i n i s h  when i t  o c c u r r e d  to  h er  t h a t  we were  
making e n t i r e l y  to o  b ig  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  th e  g i r d l e  
and l i n g e r i e  i n d u s t r y .  So sh e  began  to  l e a v e  my 
t h i n g s  a l o n e .  About 5 y e a r s  ago I  d e c id e d  t h a t  I  
had had enough o f  m en's underwear and would wear 
l i n g e r i e  c o n t i n u o u s l y .  T h is  I  have done e v e r y  day  
s i n c e .  We had some b i t t e r  words i n  th e  b e g in n in g  
b u t  she* f i n a l l y  a c c e p t e d  i t .  One v e r y  hard p a r t  o f  
th e  w h ole  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h a t  I  can  h o n e s t l y  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  how sh e  f e e l s .  T h is  i s  n o t  p l e a s a n t  f o r  me.
I  know t h a t  I  am h u r t i n g  her  b u t  I  a l s o  know t h a t  i f  
I  d o n t  h u r t  h er  i t  w i l l  k i l l  me and t h i s  i s  th e  d i l ­
emma. She i s  n a t u r a l l y  w o r r ie d  t h a t  I  w i l l  overd o  i t  
some way.

I  have a l s o  l e a r n e d  to  shop o p e n ly  and have made 
some v e r y  n i c e  f r i e n d s  d o in g  s o .  The f i r s t  was i n  a j 
u sed  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e  where I  w ent to  j u s t  lo o k  around I 
w it h  n o t h in g  s p e c i a l  i n  mind. When th e  la d y  came to I
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ask what she c o u ld  h e lp  me w i t h  I  j u s t  s a i d  I  was 
look in g  f o r  an e v e n in g  gown. She s a i d ,  "Oh, you a r e  
going to  a m asquerade p a r t y ! "  But I  t o l d  h er  n o ,  
th a t  I j u s t  lo v e d  to  wear f e m in in e  c l o t h e s .  T h is  
su r p r ise d  her  b u t  d i d n ' t  tu r n  h er  a g a i n s t  me. She  
sa id  t h a t  men o f t e n  came i n  to  g e t  some i t e m  b u t  
u s u a l ly  s a id  i t  was f o r  t h e i r  w iv e s  or  f o r  a p a r t y  
and t h a t  I  was th e  f i r s t  who had th e  c o u r a g e  j u s t  to  
t e l l  th e  t r u t h  and sh e  adm ired me f o r  i t .  We have  
become f r i e n d s  and I  s t o p  i n  e v e r y  now and th e n  f o r  
s o m e th in g .  She d o e s n ' t  e x a c t l y  u n d e r s ta n d  b u t  sh e  
a c c e p t s .

Then I  once  d e c id e d  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  to  have a custom  
made c o r s e t .  I  c a l l e d  on th e  phone and ask ed  th e  
la d y  i f  she  would make one f o r  me. She t o l d  me to  
come in  and we c o u ld  t a l k  i t  o v e r .  To make i t  b r i e f  
I  went i n ,  we t a l k e d ,  sh e  t o l d  me to  s t e p  i n t o  the  
d r e s s i n g  room and ta k e  o f f  my o u t e r  t h i n g s  so  sh e  
c o u ld  m easu re .  When sh e  came i n  t h e r e  I  was i n  s l i p ,  
b r a ,  g i r d l e  and s t o c k i n g s .  She s m i l e d ,  t o l d  me to  
ta k e  o f f  th e  s l i p  and p r o c e e d e d  to  ta k e  my m e a su r e ­
m en ts .  Two weeks l a t e r  I  came back f o r  th e  garm ent  
w h ich  was b e a u t i f u l  beyond my e x p e c t a t i o n s  and to  
f in d  t h a t  I  had a l s o  made a f r i e n d  b e c a u s e  I  had b een  
h o n e s t  w i t h  h e r .

P erhaps my most i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h i s  
l i n e  came when I  needed  a new w ig .  I  e n t e r e d  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  shop and a woman came forw ard  and ask ed  
to  h e lp  me. I  t o l d  h er  I  wanted a new w i g ,  what  
c o l o r  and how much I  wanted to  p a y .  She ask ed  i f  I  
was in  show b u s i n e s s  and I  s a i d  n o ,  I  wanted i t  f o r  
s t r e e t  w ear . A ga in  no d i r t y  lo o k s  or  c o ld  r e c e p t i o n .  
She took  me i n t o  a back room and t r i e d  v a r i o u s  d i f ­
f e r e n t  w ig s  on me, o b s e r v in g  "Of c o u r s e ,  you c a n ' t  
r e a l l y  t e l l  to o  much ab o u t  th e  lo o k s  now, th e y  a r e n ' t  
s t y l e d  and you a r e n ' t  d r e s s e d  p r o p e r l y . "  She asked  
me i f  I ' d  b r in g  a p i c t u r e  o f  m y s e l f  when I  came back  
for  the  f i n i s h e d  w ig .  She was v e r y  c o m p lim en ta ry  
and as I  was a b o u t  to  l e a v e  sh e  s t e p p e d  c l o s e  and 
whispered t h a t  i f  I  w anted th e  w ig  r e s t y l e d  i n  th e
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i n  th e  f u t u r e  to  c a l l  h er  a t  home and handed me a 
s l i p  o f  p a p e r .  I  s a i d  I  had a n o th e r  one t h a t  needed  
r e s y l i n g  and ask ed  i f  I  c o u ld  b r in g  i t  t o  h er  as  
D ia n a . She s a i d  y e s  and we p ic k e d  a n i g h t  f o r  i t .
That n i g h t  seemed a w f u l l y  s lo w  i n  a r r i v i n g  b u t  i t  
d id  and I  wore one o f  my b e t t e r  d r e s s e s  f o r  th e  
o c c a s i o n .

She answ ered  th e  door and l e t  me i n .  She was v e r y  
d e l i g h t e d  and com p lim en ta ry  and s a i d  t h a t  I  c o u ld  
have f o o l e d  her  under any c o n d i t i o n .  She took  my 
c o a t ,  s e a t e d  me on a s t o o l  and r e s t y l e d  my w ig  on  
my h e a d .  She p u t  me under th e  d r y e r  a w h i l e  and th e n  
combed i t  o u t  w i t h  r e s u l t s  t h a t  w ere v e r y  e x c i t i n g  
to  b o th  o f  u s .  A f t e r  t h i s  we j u s t  s a t  around h a v in g  
a coke and t a l k i n g  o v e r  th e  s u b j e c t .  L a te r  we g o t  
o f f  o n to  home f u r n i s h i n g s  and f u r n i t u r e  and sh e  a sked  
me to  lo o k  a t  a c h a i r  i n  th e  l i v i n g  room. We went  
in  to  f in d  her  husband s t r e t c h e d  o u t  w a tc h in g  t e l e ­
v i s i o n .  He acknow ledged  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and we 
lo o k e d  o v e r  th e  c h a i r  and th e n  we g i r l s  w ent back to  
th e  k i t c h e n .  When I  g o t  up to  go sh e  s a i d  sh e  wanted  
to  g i v e  me a can  o f  a c e r t a i n  typ e  o f  sp r a y  w h ich  
was i n  a n o th e r  room and w ent to  g e t  i t .  She r e tu r n e d  
a l l  s m i l e s  and t o l d  me t h a t  h er  husband had a sk ed  h er  
where th e  heck  t h a t  good l o o k in g  b lo n d e  had come from.  
T his  k in d  o f  f l a t t e r y  I  can  u s e .  I  have b e e n  back to  
v i s i t  her  on a number o f  o c c a s i o n s  s i n c e .

F i n a l l y  a b ou t 3 months a f t e r  t h i s  w ig  i n c i d e n t  I  
met a woman who r e a l l y  answ ered  my q u e s t  f o r  u n d e r ­
s t a n d in g  and someone who c o u ld  r e a l i z e  th e  c o n s t a n t  
torm ent I  had b een  under f o r  y e a r s .  Her name i s  
J e a n .  She came to  work f o r  us a b o u t  5 y e a r s  a g o .
Her husband a l s o  d id  some p a r t  t im e  work f o r  u s .
J e a n  i s  th e  b e s t  em p loyee  we e v e r  had . I  can  walk  
o u t  o f  th e  b u s i n e s s  a n y t im e  and know t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  
w i l l  be ta k e n  c a r e  o f  and h a n d led  p r o p e r l y .  As I  
g o t  a c q u a in te d  w i t h  J e a n  o v e r  a p e r io d  o f  t im e I  
began  to  s e e  t h a t  sh e  and I  w ere a l i k e  i n  many w a y s .  
B ecau se  o f  t h i s  e v e r y o n e  th o u g h t  t h a t  we w ould f i g h t  
l i k e  a c a t  and dog , b u t  i n s t e a d  we a r e  th e  b e s t  o f
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f r i e n d s .  Once when J e a n  and I  w ere w ork in g  l a t e  
c l e a n i n g  th e  shop I  made a remark a b o u t  so m e th in g  
f e m i n i n e .  She commented t h a t  I  had a l o t  o f  i n f o r ­
m a t io n  on a l o t  o f  f e m in in e  s u b j e c t s .  I  s a i d  i t  was 
a lo n g  s t o r y  and someday I  w ould  t e l l  h e r .  S e v e r a l  
months l a t e r  an o c c a s i o n  a r o s e  when we w ere  a lo n e  
and sh e  tu r n e d  to  me and a sk ed  me what th e  b i g  s e c r e t  
was a l l  a b o u t .  W e l l ,  as  one w i l l  on an o c c a s i o n  l i k e  
t h a t  I  manuevoured a b o u t  f o r  som etim e w i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  
r i g h t  down t o  c a s e s .  I  w anted  t o  t e l l  h er  b e c a u s e  
s h e  was a f r i e n d  and I  w anted u n d e r s ta n d in g  b u t  I  was 
a l s o  a f r a i d  b e c a u s e  i t  m igh t  h u r t  and d i s a p p o i n t  h e r .  
But sh e  p e r s i s t e d  i n  q u e s t i o n s  so  t h e r e  was r e a l l y  
n o t h in g  I  c o u ld  do b u t  e v e n t u a l l y  t e l l  h e r ,w h ic h  I  
d i d .  She was q u i e t  f o r  a lo n g  t i m e .  Then sh e  com­
m ented t h a t  sh e  was s u r p r i s e d  a b o u t  t h i s ,  t h a t  she  
d i d n ' t  know s u c h  t h i n g s  e x i s t e d  b u t  s i n c e  sh e  l i k e d  
me and knew I  w a s n ' t  a hom osexu a l sh e  c o u ld  a c c e p t  
i t .  S in c e  t h a t  day sh e  has n o t  o n ly  a c c e p t e d  me b u t  
l i k e s  me as  a woman, h e l p s  me to  be  a b e t t e r  woman 
i n  e v e r y  way p o s s i b l e .  I  had t r i e d  to  e x p l a i n  my­
s e l f  t o  h e r  b u t  sh e  has s i n c e  e x p l a i n e d  a l o t  ab ou t  
m y s e l f  to  me. A l l  o f  you know how hard i t  i s  to  
overcom e th e  g u i l t  and shame t h a t  a r e  in h e r a n t  i n  th e  
l i f e  o f  a TV. J e a n  d id  so  much to  h e lp  me overcom e  
t h i s  gruesom e f e e l i n g .  B eca u se  o f  h er  I  can  h o n e s t l y  
s a y  t h a t  I  do a c c e p t  m y s e l f ,  u n d e r s ta n d  m y s e l f  much 
b e t t e r  and have  found much p e a c e  o f  mind. Many 
th an k s  to  you  J e a n .  B e in g  a c c e p t e d  by a p e r s o n  whom 
y ou  know n o t  o n l y  l i k e s  b u t  a p p r o v e s  o f  you  i s  a b ou t  
th e  b i g g e s t  b o o s t  you  can  r e c e i v e .  She has ta u g h t  
me p o i s e  and e v e r y t h i n g  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a woman to  
know. She w i l l  e x p l a i n  how I ,  as  a woman, sh o u ld  
f e e l  and r e a c t .  N o th in g  has b e e n  o v e r lo o k e d .  Now 
I  can  go o u t  and h a n d le  a lm o s t  any s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  
c o n f i d e n c e .  I  hope you  w i l l  a g r e e  when you read  
a b o u t  our M ex ica n  t r i p  w h ic h  w i l l  c o n t in u e  t h i s  
h i s t o r y  i n  TVia # 4 3 .  T h is  has n o t  a l l  b een  one  
s i d e d  e i t h e r  s i n c e  know ing me and my i n t e r e s t  in  
t h i n g s  f e m in in e  has  made h er  more c o n s c i o u s  o f  her  
own f e m i n i n i t y  and sh e  e n j o y s  b e in g  a woman j u s t  
t h a t  much m ore. She a s k s  my a d v ic e  on d r e s s e s ,  h a i r -
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d o s ,  and t h i n g s  and a p p r e c i a t e s  my com m ents. I  i n  
tu rn  a p p r e c i a t e  b e in g  needed  i n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y .

The n e x t  q u e s t i o n  you w i l l  a sk  i s  o f  c o u r s e  how 
my w i f e  a c c e p t s  t h i s  arran gem en ts  U n t i l  q u i t e  r e ­
c e n t l y ,  n o t  v e r y  w e l l .  N ot t o o  many weeks a g o ,  sh e  
and I  had a v e r y  s e r i o u s  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a b o u t  J e a n .  I  
can  w e l l  im a g in e  how sh e  would f e e l ,  b u t  I  knew t h a t  
as a m arr ied  c o u p le  f o r  th e  p a s t  e i g h t e e n  y e a r s ,  we 
have j u s t  n o t  b e e n  a b le  to  s e t t l e  th e  q u e s t i o n  o f  
f e m i n i n i t y  b e tw e e n  u s .  B o th  o f  us have t r i e d ,  b u t  I  
knew t h a t  my w i f e  d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  have  any c o n c e p t i o n  
o f  j u s t  how much f e m i n i n i t y  i s  a p a r t  o f  me. B e c a u se  
o f  J e a n ,  sh e  h a s ,  o f  l a t e ,  ta k e n  a v e r y  a c t i v e  r o l e  
i n  D ia n a .  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  w i t h  a l i t t l e  more t im e ,  
sh e  may e v en  l i k e  h e r .  L a s t  w eek , s h e ,  and D ia n a ,  
went t o  a s o r o r i t y  m e e t in g  i n  C le v e la n d  and had a 
w o n d e r fu l  t im e .  For some t im e ,  sh e  h as  r e a l l y  t r i e d  
to  be u n d e r s ta n d in g  by b u y in g  l i t t l e  g i f t s  and c a l l ­
in g  me Diana a t  t im e s  b u t  l a t e l y ,  I  do b e l i e v e  t h a t  
e i t h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n  or  t r u e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  i s  b e in g  
c o n c e i v e d .

Now, l e t ' s  exam ine me j u s t  a b i t .  P h y s i c a l l y .  X 
am 5 '8"  i n  h e i g h t ,  w e ig h  ab o u t  150 p o u n d s ,  wear a 
s i z e  f o u r t e e n  d r e s s ,  have a normal 27" w a i s t .  S e v e n  
y e a r s  a g o ,  I  wore a s i z e  e i g h t e e n  d r e s s  and r e a l l y  
f e l t  t e r r i b l e  a b o u t  i t .  I  j u s t  made up my mind t h a t  
I  was g o in g  t o  l o s e  w e ig h t  and I  d i d .  T h is  i s  n o t  
th e  e a s i e s t  t h i n g  t o  do when you own a r e s t u r a n t  b u t  
I  am more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l o o k i n g  f e m in in e  th a n  I  am 
i n  e a t i n g .  I  can  and do wear many s k i r t s  t h a t  a r e  
t w e lv e  b u t  doubt t h a t  my s h o u ld e r s  w i l l  e v e r  g e t  
s m a l l  enough t o  be a b l e  t o  w ear a t h i r t y  two b l o u s e .
I  do f a r  to o  much h ea v y  l a b o r .  I  am c u r s e d  w i t h  
body h a i r  b u t  k eep  i t  sh aved  o f f  e n t i r e l y .  My 
t h i r t e e n  y e a r  o ld  d a u g h te r  remarked a b o u t  i t  one day  
and I  t o l d  h er  t h a t  h a i r  was f o r  a p e s .  B e f o r e  I  b e ­
gan s h a v in g  th e  h a i r  o f f ,  I  n e v e r  f e l t  r e a l l y  comp­
l e t e ,  now I  c o u l d n f t  p o s s i b l y  l e t  i t  e v e r  grow a g a i n .  
I  have b e e n  rem oving  my f a c i a l  h a i r  p e r m a n a n t ly  f o r  
th e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I  s t i l l  have  some b u t  a n o t h e r
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y e a r ,  and my f a c e  w i l l  be c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e  o f  h a ir *
One b i g  p ro b lem  i s  my n a i l s .  I  have t h i n ,  s p l i t  ones  
and I 'm  a lw a y s  t r y i n g  new ways to  have n i c e  lo o k in g  
o n e s .  I 'm  now t a k in g  g e l e t i n  b u t  as y e t ,  h a v e n * t  
n o t i c e d  any im provem ent.

I  work v e r y  hard a t  b e in g  a woman and to  me, i t * s  
p r o b a b ly  h a l f  th e  fu n .  I  l i v e  to  im prove m y s e l f  and 
s e e  th e  ch a n g es  t a k in g  p l a c e .  I  b e l i e v e  i n  a c t i n g  
g r a c e f u l l y ,  b u t  n o t  o v e r l y  f e m in in e  when I  am D ia n a .  
The n e x t  t im e  you ta k e  a d r in k  o f  w a t e r ,  how do you  
go a b o u t  i t ,  l i k e  a woman or  man? And t a b l e  manners 
a r e  so  v e r y  n o t i c a b l e ,  as  a man or  a woman, do you  
pay any p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  to  them? You can a l s o  
p r a c t i c e  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  v o i c e  c o n t r o l  and no one  
w i l l  s u s p e c t  a t h i n g .  Tone i t  down i f  y o u * re  to o  
lo u d .  And what ab o u t  d i c t i o n ,  do you chop o f f  en d ­
i n g s  sp eak  t o o  f a s t ?  How do you s i t ,  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  
way d e c e n t l y ?  W e l l ,  Diana d oes  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  
and many more. One l a s t  a d d i t i o n  to  t h i s  t o p i c .
Those o f  y o u ,  n o t  v e r s e d  i n  a l l  th e  a b o v e ,  p l e a s e ,  
p l e a s e ,  d o n * t  t r y  and go o u t  i n  p u b l i c  u n t i l  you  
a r e .  I f  you c a n ' t  ta k e  t h i s  a d v i c e ,  th e n  j u s t  d r iv e  
r i g h t  to  th e  n e a r e s t  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  and g e t  i t  o v er  
w i t h ,  b e c a u s e  y o u ' l l  s u r e l y  end up t h e r e  i n  th e  lo n g  
ru n .  Try and make t h i s  c o m p a r iso n .  I f  TVism were  
g o l f ,  what k in d  o f  h a n d ica p  would you have? I f  you  
a r e  brand new a t  d r e s s i n g  -  no e x p e r i e n c e  to  speak  
o f  -  f i g u r e  t h a t  you a re  s h o o t i n g  i n  th e  low hundreds  
and as you  im p ro v e ,  your  h a n d ica p  g e t s  lo w e r .  The 
low  hundreds would g i v e  you ab o u t  3 0 ,  m id d le  9 0 ' s 
a b o u t  25 and so  o n .  I  f i g u r e  t h a t  I 'm  a b ou t  a 12.
I  t h in k  t h a t  I  w i l l  be a b le  to  lo w er  i t  to  ab ou t an 
8 or  9 b e f o r e  th e  end o f  th e  y e a r .  I f  you g e t  the  
id e a  t h a t  I  l i k e  g o l f ,  y o u ' r e  r i g h t .  I  hope to  be  
a b l e ,  by n e x t  y e a r ,  to  g e t  th e  u tm o st  en joym en t from  
i t .  I 'm  g o in g  t o  t r y  i t  i n  a s k i r t .  That sh o u ld  
make a w o n d e r fu l  s t o r y !

I  h a v e n ' t  had v e r y  much c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  TV's  
b u t  w hat I  have  h ad , has b e e n  a l i t t l e  b i t  o f  a shock  
to  me. At l e a s t  h a l f  o f  them a r e  s im p ly  men, w ea r in g
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d r e s s e s .  Now, p l e a s e  d o n ' t  m i s c o n s t r u e  t h i s  s t a t e ­
ment, "To e a c h  h i s  own" and a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  I  j u s t  
c a n ' t  u n d e r s ta n d  why th e y  want f e m in in e  nam es, th e  
co m p le te  woman’s  c l o t h e s  down to  a p a n ty  g i r d l e ,  a l l  
a p p r o p r ia t e  makeup, w i g s ,  e t c ,  and th e n  s i t  l i k e  a 
man, t a l k  l i k e  a man, and a c t  l i k e  a man. T h is  i s  
hard f o r  me to  d i g e s t .  I  c o u ld  u n d e r s ta n d  a man w a n t ­
in g  to  w ea r ,  s a y  a d r e s s ,  i f  t h a t  i s  what a p p e a l s  to  
him, b u t  how does  he j u s t i f y  th e  c o m p le te  t r e a tm e n t?  
I ’m n o t  t r y i n g  t o  be s u p e r i o r  to  anyone b u t  t h i s  i s  
so m e th in g  t h a t  has b o th e r e d  me and I  had to  make th e  
o b s e r v a t i o n .  S t r a n g e l y ,  m ost s u c h  TV’ s a r e  d y in g  t o  
go o u t  i n  p u b l i c  t o o ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  s a y  t h a t  so m e th in g  
ab o u t  t h e i r  lo o k s  makes i t  i m p o s s i b l e .  T ru e ,  som e­
t im e s  t h a t  i s  th e  c a s e ,  b u t  more o f t e n ,  i t ’ s b e c a u s e  
th e y  h a v e n ’ t  worked v e r y  hard a t  l o w e r e in g  t h a t  
h a n d ic a p .

One b i g  f a t  p rob lem  t h a t  many o f  us f a c e  i s ,  
c h i l d r e n .  Should  we or s h o u l d n ’ t  we t e l l  them . No,
I  h a v e n ' t  t o l d  them d i r e c t l y ,  as  y e t ,  fcut s t i l l ,  
maybe I  h a v e .  I  do as  many f e m in in e  t h i n g s  as  I  ca n  
and l e t  th e  c h i l d r e n  know. For i n s t a n c e ,  I  wear  
women's s l a c k s  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  and t h e y  know, I  

j wear women's s l i p p e r s ,  and th e y  know. They know 
t h a t  I  wear a p a n ty  g i r d l e ,  th o u g h  th e y  w ere  t o l d  
i t ' s  b e c a u s e  o f  my bad back ( h o n e s t  I  do h ave  o n e ) .  
They know a b ou t  th e  n a i l  p o l i s h ,  th e  woman's g l a s s e s  
t h a t  I  wear when I 'm  d o in g  book w ork , t y p i n g ,  or  
d r i v i n g .  T h i s ,  I  have  done on p u r p o s e ,  o v e r  a lo n g  
p e r io d  o f  t im e .  I 'm  c o n d i t i o n i n g  them f o r  th e  f i n a l  
p h a s e .  In  f a c t ,  I  may e v en  l e t  them r e a d  t h i s  s t o r y  
and ta k e  i t  from t h e r e .  My w i f e  w i l l  have  to  h e lp  
make t h i s  d e c i s i o n .

L e t ' s  d e l v e  i n t o  t h i s  a s p e c t  j u s t  a l i t t l e .  Am 
I  ashamed o f  my f e m i n i n i t y ?  No. Am I  now and h a v e  
I  b een  a good p a r e n t?  I  t h in k  I  can  s a y  y e s .  Do I  
do e v e r y t h in g  p o s s i b l e  to  make t h e i r  l i f e  happy and 
g i v e  them a l l  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  I  p o s s i b l y  can? A g a in ,  
th e  answer i s  y e s .  Do I  l o v e  them, show c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
l e t  them know who i s  b o s s ,  be f i r m ,  b u t  n o t  a r e a l
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s t i n k e r ?  The answ er i s  y e s  to  a l l .  Now, i f  I  do 
t e l l  them, w h a t ' s  g o in g  t o  be th e  outcom e? W i l l  I  
warp t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  f o r  l i f e ?  I  d o n ' t  t h in k  
s o ,  k i d s  a r e  n o t  q u i t e  as  b r i t t l e  as many p a r e n t s  
t h i n k .  W i l l  th e y  h a t e  me? T r u t h f u l l y ,  I 'm  n o t  wor­
r i e d  a b o u t  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  e i t h e r .  I  f e e l  t h a t  I  
have  b e e n  a good p a r e n t  i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s  and I 'm  s t i l l  
th e  same p e r s o n  a f t e r  th e y  have  b e e n  t o l d  as b e f o r e .
I f  p e r c h a n c e ,  th e y  d id  h a t e  me, w e l l ,  I  r e a l l y  would  
t h in k  t h a t  t h e y ,  n o t  I ,  w ere th e  g u i l t y  o n es  and 
s h o u ld  f e e l  th e  shame. Then why h a v e n ' t  I  t o l d  them, 
you  ask? I t ' s  r e a l l y  v e r y  s i m p l e ,  my w i f e  i s  ashamed, 
n o t  I .  When sh e  can  r e a c h  th e  p o i n t  o f  t o t a l  a c c e p t ­
a n c e ,  o f  me, as a p e r s o n ,  n o t  m a s c u l in e  nor f e m in in e ,  
th e n  th e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  be t o l d .  Why do I  want them  
t o  know a b o u t  me? I 'm  s i c k  and t i r e d  o f  h i d i n g  i n  
th e  bedroom , w o r r y in g  t h a t  one o f  them w i l l  s e e  me 
s n e a k in g  i n t o  th e  h o u s e ,  a f t e r  I ' v e  f i n i s h e d  work, 
or  have gone some p l a c e .  H id in g  a l l  my m a i l .  Having  
my d a u g h te r s  w on d er in g  j u s t  who i n  th e  heck  owns t h a t  
p r e t t y  d r e s s ,  s l i p ,  e t c .  i n  s i z e  14 . I  th in k  th e y  
w i l l  be  b e t t e r  o f f  to  know th e  s i t u a t i o n  and a c c e p t  
i t .  When th e  day does  come, I  know t h a t  I  w i l l  n o t  
ap p ear  as  a com ic to  them b u t  a r a t h e r  p l e a s i n g  
l o o k i n g  woman.

Much has  b een  w r i t t e n  on why we a c t  th e  way we do ,  
i s  t h e r e  or  i s n ' t  t h e r e  any c u r e ,  e t c .  I f  you are  a 
c o n f ir m e d  c r o s s  d r e s s e r ,  have  had th e  b l u e s ,  a b s t a i n -  
e n c e ,  g u i l t y  f e e l i n g s ,  p lu s  t h r e e  or  fo u r  hundred  
o t h e r  l i t t l e  prob lem s t h a t  go a lo n g  w i t h  i t ,  does  i t  
r e a l l y  m a t te r  why we do i t  or  how i t  s t a r t e d ?  At my 
s t a g e ,  I  c o u l d n ' t  c a r e  l e s s .  I 'm  t h i s  way and have  
b e e n  a lm o s t  s i n c e  my f i r s t  th o u g h t  e n t e r e d  my head .
To me, i t ' s  hard en ou gh , j u s t  k e e p in g  m y s e l f  under  
c o n t r o l  enough to  p l e a s e  th e  o u t s i d e  w o r ld .  I 'm  n o t  
g o in g  to  add any e x t r a  bu rd en s  i f  I  can  h e lp  i t .  I  
am b e g in n in g  to  e n j o y  l i f e  v e r y  much and I  in te n d  to  
c o n t in u e  on th e  same b a s i s  f o r  as lo n g  as t h i s  o ld  
body ca n  s t a y  t o g e t h e r .  Not v e r y  deep t h in k in g  on 
my p a r t ,  I  w i l l  adm it  b u t  I  n e v e r  r e a l l y  ca red  to  
p l a y  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l .  I f  I  t r y  and f i g u r e  o u t  what
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makes th e  r a d io  work, I  f i n d  m y s e l f  c o n f u s e d .  I  
c a n ' t  ev en  u n d e r s ta n d  E i n s t e i n * s  t h e o r y ,  so  I  c e r t a i n ­
l y  c a n ' t  f i g u r e  o u t  a n y t h in g  as  c o m p l ic a t e d  as  TVism.

I  hope t h a t  som eday, e a c h  o f  us w i l l  f i n d  t h a t  
w o n d e r fu l  i n g r e d i a n t  so  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a l l ,  and t h a t  
i s  co n ten tm en t*  I  r e a l i z e  t h a t  I  have  n o t  added any  
g r e a t  or new i d e a s  on our f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t  and f o r  
t h a t ,  I 'm  so rry *  I  w is h  I  c o u ld  g i v e  you a l l  a p i l l  
t h a t  would p e r m a n e n t ly  s o l v e  d o u b t s ,  h u r t s  and m i s ­
u n d e r s t a n d in g ,  b u t  I  c a n ' t *  A l l  I  can  s a y  i s ,  "Be 
t h a n k f u l  f o r  what you  h a v e ,  and be happy w i t h  i t * H 
A f t e r  a l l ,  i f  you had b e e n  born  a n a t u r a l  woman, 
you would n e v e r  e n j o y  i t  so  much*

E d i t o r * s  n o te :

As you have g a th e r e d  from r e a d in g  D ia n a ' s  s t o r y ,  
when sh e  does a n y t h i n g ,  sh e  d oes  i t  b u t  good* I  
had a hard t im e g e t t i n g  h er  to  p u t  pen  t o  pap er  b u t  
when sh e  d i d ,  sh e  w ro te  a b ook . Even th ou gh  o f  n e c ­
e s s i t y ,  I  have had to  e d i t o r i a l l y  s h o r t e n  h er  s t o r y  
i t  rem ain s  l o n g .  R e a l l y  i n t e r s t i n g  h i s t o r i e s  c a n n o t  
be sh o r t*  But th e  r e s t  o f  h er  s t o r y  c o n c e r n in g  h er  
t r i p  to  M exico  w i t h  John and J e a n  w i l l  have to  be
r e s e r v e d  f o r  TVia # 4 3 .  S o-----w i l l  Diana f i n d  h e r s e l f
a s e ñ o r i t a  i n  o ld  M exico?  W i l l  J e a n  e n j o y  th e  r o l e  
o f  l a d y ' s  m aid , h a i r d r e s s e r  e t c . ?  W i l l  J o h n  l e a r n  
t o  d r iv e  a t r a i l e r ?  For th e  an sw ers  to  t h e s e  and 
amny morer f a c i n a t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  tu n e  i n  ( s u b s c r i b e )  
to  t h i s  s t a t i o n  (m a g a z in e )  n e x t  week (month) when we 
w i l l  a g a in  a i r  ( p r i n t )  th e  f u r t h e r  a d v e n tu r e s  i n  th e  
tr u e  l i f e  s t o r y  o f  th e  t r i a l s  and t r i b u l a t i o n s  o f  
D ia n a ,  G i r l  Truck D r iv e r *  T i l l  th e n  t h i s  i s  you r  
announcer ( E d i t o r )  and t h i s  i s  s t a t i o n  TVIA.

O f t )



OH HO, WE ARE NOT SISTERS THIS IS MY HUSBAND!"



FICTIC

by J e r i  ( 4 9 - K - l )  FPE

T here was a c e r t a i n  young man come one day to  
th e  town o f  S m edleyburg . I t  was e a r l y  summer and 
th e  young man was i n  h i s  W an d erjah re- - h i s  y e a r  o f  
w a n d e r in g .  The s e t  e x p r e s s i o n  on h i s  young f a c e ,  
th e  f i r e  t h a t  burned from h i s  l a r g e ,  w i d e s e t  e y e s  
t e s t i f i e d  to  th e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,  th e  
i n t e n s i t y  o f  h i s  in n e r  v i s i o n  and c e t a i n  o f  th e  
town e l d e r s  who met him as  he w alked  a b o u t  t h e i r  town  
a v e r r e d  t h a t  h e r e  in d e e d  was q u e l  hom bre. T h ese  
s e e r s  t e s t i f i e d  as  w e l l  to  th e  p u r i t y  o f  w h a t - i t - w a s -  
th e y -k n e w -n o t  and c e r t a i n  women i n  th e  town began  
r e g a r d in g  him w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t ,  v a r y in g  
a c c o r d in g  as th e y  w ere th e  m oth ers  or th e  d a u g h te r s  
o f  th e  town. A l l  co n c u r r e d  t h a t  h e r e  was a p r i z e .

W ith in  th e  sp a c e  o f  o n ly  a few d a y s ,  th e  young  
man had en g en d ered  su ch  good f e e l i n g ,  t h a t  he was 
p o s i t i v e l y  d i s c o m f i t t e d  by th e  p r o f u s i o n  o f  g o o d w i l l  
s c a t t e r e d  i n  h i s  pathw ay , n o t  to  m en t io n  th e  i n v i t ­
a t i o n s  to  s u p p e r ,  f o r  w a lk s  i n  th e  m o o n l ig h t ,  t o u r s  
o f  th e  l o c a l  i n d u s t r y  and n o t  a few q u i t e  r e a s o n a b l e  
jo b  o f f e r s .

And a f t e r  th e  young man had f o r t u i t i o u s l y  p la c e d  
h i m s e l f  a lo n g  th e  r i v e r  one day a t  su c h  a t im e  and 
i n  su ch  a way t h a t  he was a b l e  t o  r e s c u e  o n e - h a l f  o f  
M iss S c h a e f e r ' s  v a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  C la s s  w h ich  
was p i c n i c i n g  and b o a t in g  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  and un­
f o r t u n a t e l y  t u r n in g  o v e r  th e  row boat w h i l e  th e  o t h e r  
h a l f  o f  th e  c l a s s  s t o o d  a lo n g  th e  bank and s h r i e k e d ,  
th e  town p o s i t i v e l y  w ent i n t o  h y s t e r i a .  They w ere  
d eterm in ed  t h a t  h e r e  i n  th e  p e r s o n  o f  t h i s  young man 
l a y  embodied a l l  th e  good and t r u e  t h i n g s  t h a t  s m a l l  
towns engen d er  and make m a n i f e s t  a g a i n s t  th e  g l i t t e r ­
in g  e v i l s  by w h ich  th e  B ig  C i t i e s  e n t i c e  t h e i r  young  
away from them.

A c c o r d in g ly ,  w i t h  th e  s i n g l e n e s s  o f  mind t h a t  i s
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t h e  prim e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  s m a l l  to w n s ,  th e  town  
ban k er  made a t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  a t  p r e c i s e l y  8 : 2 0  th e  
f o l l o w i n g  m orn in g .  By 9 : 1 5 ,  t h e  A d u lt  B i b l e  C l a s s e s ,  
t h e  F ir e m a n 1 s A u x i l l i a r y ,  and t h e  E a s t e r n  S ta r  were  
i n  a c t i o n .  At 1 1 :0 0  a . m . , Mr. O ls o n ,  th e  j a n i t o r ,  
was s e t t i n g  up c h a i r s  i n  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l  a u d i to r iu m ,  
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  n oon , th e  Boy S c o u t s  j o i n e d  him. By 
two o ’ c l o c k ,  d e s p i t e  th e  e i g h t y - p l u s  d e g r e e  h e a t ,  
e v e r y  o v e n  i n  town was l i g h t e d ,  p u t t i n g  d e l i c i o u s  
s h a d e s  o f  brown a to p  hams, c a k e s ,  p i e s ,  c o o k i e s ,  w h i l e  
i n  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  q u a r t e r s ,  t e n d e r  young c h ic k e n s  
w ere r e c e i v i n g  t e n d e r  m i n i s t r a t i o n s  from s k i l l f u l ,  
f l o u r - d a b b e d  h a n d s .

By t h r e e - t h i r t y ,  A bel th e  j e w e l e r  had f i n i s h e d  
e n g r a v in g  th e  w a tc h  and a t  fo u r  o ’ c l o c k ,  H ohenhadel  
th e  p r i n t e r  was d i s t r i b u t i n g  th e  ty p e  from th e  s c r o l l  
w h ic h  was d r y in g  w h i l e  Mrs. H. p r e p a r e d  th e  l e a t h e r e t t e  
c o v e r  (from  s t o c k  l e f t o v e r  from g r a d u a t i o n ) .

At f i v e  o ’ c l o c k ,  e v e r y  b u s i n e s s  i n  town c l o s e d  
and e v e r y o n e  r u sh e d  f o r  home and b a th tu b s  and s t a r c h ­
ed w h i t e  s h i r t s  w h i l e  y o u n g s t e r s  w ere t h r e a t e n e d  i n t o  
an u n n a t u r a l  p o r c h - q u i e t n e s s  by p r o m ise s  o f  p r o h ib ­
i t i o n  o f  f i r e w o r k s  on F o u r t h - o f - J u l y  i f  so  much as  
one k n e e c a p  was d i r t i e d .

At s i x - t h i r t y ,  th e  young man was l e d  o n to  th e  
g ro u n d s  o f  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  to  th e  lo n g  w h i t e - c o v e r e d  
t a b l e s  b e h in d  t h e  gym and h i s  hand was a l t e r n a t e l y  
sh a k en  g r a v e l y  and f i l l e d  w i t h  h e a p in g  p l a t e s  o f  
c h i c k e n  and o t h e r  g o o d i e s .  The young man was p r o ­
p e r l y  sh y  and a l i t t l e  e m b a r a sse d ,  f e e l i n g  somewhat 
o f  an i n t r u d e r  and s t i l l  n o t  com prehending  th e  n a tu r e  
o f  th e  a tm o sp h ere  o f  g o o d w i l l .

What a good p l a c e  t o  be!  he th o u g h t  t o  h i m s e l f .
At s e v e n - t h i r t y ,  th e  s c h o o l  b e l l  rang once  and e v e r y ­
one m y s t e r i o u s l y  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  th e  gymnasium  
w h i l e  t h e  young man was d e t a i n e d  by th e  banker who 
was a l s o  e x - o f f i c i o  th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  Town C ouncil .  
A f t e r  a moment or  tw o , th e y  e n t e r e d  th e  door t o  th e



Gym t o  f i n d  th e  e n t i r e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  town r i s i n g  
and a p p la u d in g .

The young man was l e d  o n to  t h e  s t a g e  a t  th e  f r o n t  
o f  th e  gym and b l u s h i n g  p r o f u s e l y ,  he s a t  i n  s i l e n c e  
w h i l e  th e  b a n k e r ,  th e  m i n i s t e r  and th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  
th e  E a s t e r n  S ta r  made s p e e c h e s  p r a i s i n g  h i s  v i r t u e s .  
When he was g i v e n  th e  w a tch  and th e  s c r o l l ,  he man­
aged  a few  s e n t e n c e s  o f  th an k s  and s a t  back down 
w h i l e  th e  e n t i r e  a u d ie n c e  tu r n e d  a s i n g l e  e a r  t o  t h e  
banker as  he r o s e  a g a in .  At f i r s t ,  he d i d n ' t  h e a r  
th e  w o rd s ,  b u t  th e y  b egan  hammering a t  him i n  th e  
lo u d ,  loud  s i l e n c e .

" . . . a n d  t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  so  much f o r  one d e e d ,  b u t  
b e c a u s e  o f  a l l  you s y m b o l iz e  t o  u s ,  we th e  p e o p le  o f  
Sm edleyburg a r e  d e te r m in e d  t h a t  you  s h o u ld  make you r  
home among u s .  W ith in  our m od est  a b i l i t i e s  we w i l l  
en d eavor  t o  make you r  f o n d e s t  dreams come t r u e - - i f  
ye  w i l l  b u t  t a r r y  among u s .  You have b u t  t o  s p e a k . . "

There was a sh arp  sound as  t h e  a u d ie n c e  drew i n  
a s i n g l e  b r e a t h - - a n d  h e ld  i t ,  a w a i t i n g  a s i g n  from  
th e  young man. He s a t  t h e r e  f o r  a s p a c e ,  h i s  head  
bowed, seem in g  t o  s h r in k  i n  t h a t  c o l l e c t i v e  g a z e .
He seemed t o  shake  h i s  head n e g a t i v e l y .  " S a y . ."  
rang from th e  a u d ie n c e .  The young man lo o k e d  up 
w i t h  t e r r o r  i n  h i s  e y e s  and h o r r o r  i n  h i s  s o u l .  He 
f e l t  d i s s e c t e d  b e f o r e  t h e s e  p e o p l e - - w o e f u l l y  n ak ed .  
"No!" he w h is p e r e d .  " N o . . . "  The banker  came t o ­
ward him, and e x p e c t a n t  lo o k  on h i s  f a c e  and e a s e d  
him back t o  th e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  s t a g e — " P l e a s e . . . "  
came th e  low  c r o o n in g  murmur i n  h i s  e a r  and " P le a s e J "  
echoed  th e  d e v o t i o n a l  from b eyon d .

"You c a n ' t — you m u s n ' t j"  c r i e d  t h e  young man, a s  
he a t te m p te d  t o  t w i s t  away. S u d d e n ly ,  he s to p p e d  
and fa c e d  th e  a u d ie n c e  a g a i n ,  and a l t h o u g h  h i s  s h o u l d ­
e r s  sa g g ed  and h i s  f a c e  was t w i s t e d  i n t o  a m ask, h i s  
v o i c e  rang t r u e .  " A l l  r i g h t .  A l l  r i g h t .  I ' l l  t e l l  
y o u — b u t  you  have no r i g h t - - n o r  r i g h t  t o  demand t h i s  
o f  me. I ' l l  t e l l  y o u - - h e r e  and now, b e f o r e  e v e r y o n e .

TtoXfUMtiCL
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I — I 'm — I  d o n 11 w ant t o — God know s, b u t  you f o r c e  
m e--! '] ! !  a t r a n s v e s t i t e ; "  The f i r e  f a i r l y  poured  
from h i s  e y e s  and on ce  th e  word had p a s s e d  h i s  l i p s ,  
h i s  e n t i r e  a t t i t u d e  changed  and he s t o o d  e r e c t .  "Y es .  
I 'm  a t r a n s v e s t i t e - - a n d  my dream o f  dreams i s  t o  
l i v e  my l i f e  w e a r in g  th e  c l o t h e s  and l i v i n g  th e  l i f e  
o f  a g i r l .  O n ly — o n ly  I 'm  a man, a s  you  have  so  
o b l i g i n g l y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t o  me. And t h a t s  what I  want  
t o  f o r g e t — and t h a t  i s  w hat I 'm  l o o k in g  f o r . "  There  
was l o n g ,  f l a t  sound o f  an "Ahhhh." from th e  a u d i ­
en ce  as  th e  young man w ent on . "And s i n c e  I ' v e  
p r o v id e d  you  w i t h  so  much i n s p i r a t i o n ,  I  w i l l  l e a v e  
now, h a v in g  p r o v id e d  you w i t h  a good la u g h ."  And he  
b rok e  and ra n  from th e  s t a g e ,  th r o u g h  th e  door and 
down th e  road  t o  th e  h ig h w a y , t o o  q u i c k l y  t o  c a t c h  
th e  wave o f  a p p l a u s e ,  t o o  q u i c k l y  t o  h ea r  th e  banker  
c a l l  o u t  " S to p !  S top !  I t ' s  a l r i g h t ! " ,  and j u s t  
q u i c k l y  enough t o  be s n a tc h e d  up and away by a 
D e n v e r -C h ic a g o  d i e s e l  j u s t  p u l l i n g  o u t  o f  M i l l e r ' s  
T r u c k s to p .

The f o l l o w i n g  day was a day o f  g loom  i n  Sm ed ley -  
b u r g .  The w a tc h  and s c r o l l  w ere  p la c e d  i n  th e  bank 
v a u l t ,  and l i f e  resumed i t s  normal p a t t e r n  w i t h  a 
b i t t e r  ta n g  o f  d i s a p p o in t m e n t .  At th e  Town M e e t in g ,  
th e  f o l l o w i n g  e v e n i n g ,  The P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  Town 
C o u n c i l  in t r o d u c e d  a r e s o l u t i o n  o f  r e g r e t  w h ich  was 
p a s s e d  u n a n im o u s ly  and e n t e r e d  i n t o  th e  Town R ecord .  
A s m a l l  b r o n z e  p l a t e  was o r d e r e d  to  be p la c e d  b e ­
s i d e  th e  c e n o ta p h  i n  th e  Town P ark , h o n o r in g  th e  
name o f  th e  young man.

" I  t h i n k ,  a l l  i n  a l l , "  s a i d  th e  P r e s i d e n t ,  r i s i n g  
a g a i n ,  " I t ' s  th e  v e r y  l e a s t  we can  d o - - i n  th e  hopes  
h e ' l l  p a s s  t h i s  way a g a i n .  However, l i f e  g o e s  on —  
th e  n e x t  i t e m  on th e  agenda i s  our F o u r th  o f  J u l y  
Parade  Queen. I  t h in k  i n  v i e w  o f  w hat has happened ,  
th e  b e s t  c o u r s e  f o r  us t o  ta k e  i s  t o  s e l e c t — and 
u n d e r s t a n d ,  I  o f f e r  t h i s  o n ly  as  a s u g g e s t i o n — t h a t  
We e l e c t  a s  our queen  th e  c a p t a i n  o f  our b a s k e t b a l l  
team ."  W ith  t h a t ,  he s a t  down, sm ooth in g  h i s  s i l k e n  
s k i r t  m o d e s t ly  o v e r  h i s  k n e e s .



Tlatunttia
T here  w ere  s e v e r a l  lo u d  c r i e s  o f  "Hear! Hear!"  

and th e  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e d  u nopposed  by v o i c e  v o t e  
w h i l e  t h e  hon ored  young m an's f a t h e r  f e l t  s u c h  a 
g lo w  o f  p r i d e  and em o t io n  t h a t  t h e  m o i s t u r e  t h a t  
g a t h e r e d  s u d d e n ly  i n  th e  c o r n e r s  o f  h i s  e y e s  q u i t e  
r u in e d  h i s  m a sca ra .

M oral:  How many men have th e  wisdom t o  r e c o g n i z e
t h e i r  dream— and th e  c o u r a g e  t o  s e i z e  i t ?

Hey S#RC.e.l D e c o y S q U f l O  
Q u i e ] ^  cu/% W i v e s  M i g h t
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In  o r d e r  t o  throw some new l i g h t  on t h i s  o ld  and 
b a t t e r e d  q u e s t i o n ,  l e t  us v i s u a l i z e  a s c i e n c e - f i c t i o n  
s i t u a t i o n :  th e  E a r th  has b een  conq u ered  by a s u p e r ­
r a c e  who number a b o u t  th e  same as  th e  s u r v i v i n g  humans 
b u t  are  s u p e r i o r  enough to  c r u s h  any r e v o l t  i n s t a n t l y .  
Make them a b o u t  n in e  f e e t  t a l l ,  im m ense ly  s t r o n g ,  
immune t o  a l l  our w ea p o n s ,  and c o m p l e t e l y  contem ptuous  
o f  a l l  our i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t i e s .  For p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
l e t  them a l l  be c r u d e ,  i n s e n s i t i v e  and b r u t a l l y  
a g g r e s s i v e  -  b u t  w i t h  a few red eem in g  f e a t u r e s  su ch  
as a p a r t l y  d e v e lo p e d  s e n s e  o f  b e a u t y ,  o c c a s i o n a l  
f l a s h e s  o f  p l a y f u l  k in d n e s s  and a w eak n ess  f o r  b e in g  
w o r s h ip p e d .

Now, how would you - as  a man -  ad a p t  to  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ?  There seem  t o  be o n ly  t h r e e  p o s s i b l e  
c o u r s e s ,  and a l l  o f  t h e s e  have  b een  w e l l  d e v e lo p e d  
by E a r t h ' s  p r e s e n t  n on -d om in an t  s p e c i e s .  F i r s t ,  
you  c o u ld  f i g h t  and d i e ,  or l a p s e  i n t o  a f u g i t i v e  
e x i s t e n c e .  P r o b a b ly  th e  brown r a t  i s  th e  m ost s u c ­
c e s s f u l  exam ple  o f  t h i s  way o f  l i f e .  The secon d  
r o u t e  i s  t h a t  o f  w i l l i n g  s l a v e r y .  T h is  comes i n  two 
g r a d e s :  p h y s i c a l ,  l i k e  s h e e p ;  and m e n t a l ,  l i k e  th e  
d o g s .  The two a re  n o t  m u tu a l ly  e x c l u s i v e  -  some 
dogs work, and th e  h o r s e  m igh t be c i t e d  as an exam ple  
o f  a s l a v e  who p r o v id e s  w o r s h ip ,  work and som etim es  
food  to  "*the m ost  d an gerou s  a n im a l" ,  Man. D o n 't  
c h o o s e  y e t  -  t h e r e  i s  a t h i r d  p o s s i b i l i t y ...........

T h is  t h i r d  way i s  t r i c k y  -  and l e s s  th an  100% 
r e l i a b l e  -  b u t  i t  has  b een  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p r a c t i c e d  
f o r  th o u sa n d s  o f  y e a r s  by two v e r y  l a r g e  grou p s:  
women and c a t s .  N ot a l l  o f  e i t h e r  group have c h o se n  
t h i s  r o u t e ;  th e  ARE w i l d  c a t s  ( f e w e r  e v e r y  y e a r )  and 
s l a v i s h  women ( a l s o  on th e  d e c r e a s e ) .  W i ld - t y p e  
women a r e  i n  s h o r t  s u p p ly ,  and s l a v i s h  c a t s  e x tr e m e ly  
r a r e .  T h is  d e l i c a t e  a r t  o f  m a in t a in in g  th e  s e l f -
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r e s p e c t  o f  a w i l d  c r e a t u r e ,  a lo n g  w i t h  th e  c o m fo r t  
o f  a d o m e s t ic  o n e ,  depend on th e  u s e  o f  charm, b e a u t y ,  
a l o r g e  (b u t  no u n l i m i t e d ! )  c a p a c i t y  f o r  b e in g  p e t t e d ,  
p l a y f u l n e s s ,  n e a t n e s s  and c a r e f u l l y  r a t i o n e d  b u r s t s  
o f  u s e f u l n e s s .  In  women, t h i s  way o f  l i f e  i s  c a l l e d  
f e m i n i n i t y  -  and, s o m e t im e s ,  f e l i n e n e s s !

A few  o t h e r  t r a i t s  o f  c h a r a c t e r  would h e lp  t o  
make l i f e  e n d u r a b le  i n  an en v iro n m en t  where you c o u ld  
be u sed  as  a p u n c h in g -b a g  a t  any moment and f o r  no 
good r e a s o n  a t  a l l .  The a b i l i t y  to  f o r g i v e  minor  
i m j u r i e s ,  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  o n e ' s  ends o n ly  
by i n d i r e c t  m eans, th e  p a t i e n c e  to  o u t - w a i t  th e  dom­
i n a n t  s p e c i e s ,  wisdom to  a v o id  c e l e b r a t i n g  v i c t o r i e s  
to o  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  -  t h e s e  a r e  a l l  v i t a l  t o o l s  i n  
t h i s  w orld  o f  th e  s e c o n d - b i g g e s t .  (Whoever c h o s e  
th e  name and p o l i c i e s  f o r  th e  A v is  R en t-A -C ar  S y stem  
to  underm ine th e  o v e r l y - m a s c u l i n e  H e r tz  must have  
b een  a k een  s t u d e n t  o f  f e m i n i n e - f e l i n e  p s y c h o l o g y ! )

Could a man a d a p t  h i m s e l f  to  t h i s  way o f  l i f e ?  
M argaret  Mead had d e m o n s tr a te d ,  i n  h e r  c l a s s i c  s t u d y  
SEX AND TEMPERAMENT, t h a t  in  a t  l e a s t  one P a c i f i c  
I s l a n d  t r i b e  t h i s  has ta k e n  p l a c e  n a t u r a l l y .  A l l  
th e  c o l o r f u l  a t t r i b u t e s  we a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  women 
showed up i n  t h e  Tcam buli men: e l a b o r a t e  h a i r - d o ,  
g o s s i p ,  p r e t t y  c l o t h e s ,  p e t t y  b i c k e r i n g  and f r i v o l i t y .  
The women, i n  t h e i r  p l a i n  c l o t h e s ,  c a lm ly  ran  th e  
f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  -  and k e p t  a l l  th e  money. The 
h ig h  s u r f a c e  e m o t i o n a l i t y  we f i n d  i n  our women (and  
c a t s )  w ent a lo n g  w i t h  th e  s h i f t ;  i t  may w a l l  be t h a t  
th e  " se c o n d  sex" MUST d e v e lo p  t h i s  r e l i e f  v a l v e  f o r  
t h e i r  t e n s i o n s  and f r u s t r a t i o n s .  The o n ly  m e n ta l  
h e a l t h  p rob lem s Dr. Mead n o te d  w ere i n  th e  men who 
r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  t h i s  ( t o  u s )  r e v e r s a l  o f  r o l e s .  I t  
i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  freed om  from r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and 
a u t h o r i t y  has as  f a r - r e a c h i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t o  th e  
p e r s o n a l i t y  as  d o es  th e  a s s u m p t io n  o f  t h e s e " b l e s s i n g s . "

The above d i s c u s s i o n  a p p ea rs  to  h ave  d e m o n s tr a te d  
t h a t  f e m i n i n i t y  i s  a way o f  l i f e  -  a r e s p o n s e  t h a t  
can be c a l l e d  f o r t h  i n  ANY group o f  a d a p t a b le  c r e a t u r e s
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by th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a dom inant g r o u p .  Why, t h e n ,  do 
we f i n d  s o  few  f e m in in e - m a le  g ro u p s  i n  human h i s t o r y ?  
For one c a u s e ,  remember t h a t  women a r e  p e r i o d i c a l l y  
i n c a p a c i t a t e d  by t h e i r  b i o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s .  T h is  
c e r t a i n l y  p u t s  them a t  a d i s a d v a n t a g e ,  and p r o b a b ly  
l e d  t o  t h e i r  s e c o n d a r y  p o s i t i o n  i n  p r i m i t i v e  s o c i e t y .  
(S u ch  a o n e - s i d e d  p i c t u r e  i s  r a r e  i n  w i l d  a n im a l s ,  
b u t  n o t  unheard  o f ;  s e e  b l a c k  widow s p i d e r s ) .  Whether  
g i r l s *  s l i g h t e r  b u i l d  i s  i n h e r e n t ,  or  a g e n e t i c  
r e s u l t  o f  s e l e c t i o n ,  i s  n o t  im p o r ta n t  -  t h e i r  s m a l l e r  
s i z e  h as  c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  a f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  c o n t in u e d  
i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n .  An i n h e r e n t  b i o l o g i c a l  d r i v e  
tow ard s  " m o t h e r l i n e s s "  and " n e s t - b u i l d i n g "  has  
p r o b a b ly  made i t  e a s i e r  f o r  them t o  endure d o m in a t io n ;  
b u t  i t  may be s a f e l y  s a i d  t h a t  a l l  th e  o t h e r  com ponents  
o f  f e m i n i n i t y  ca n  be p l a u s i b l y  e x p l a i n e d  a s  th e  
r e s u l t s  o f  m ale  i n f l u e n c e .

So much f o r  t h e  p a s t  -  now, w hat a b o u t  th e  fu tu r e ?  
The d e c l i n e  o f  m a s c u l i n i t y  s t a r t e d  lo n g  a g o ,  th e  day  
a p i n t - s i z e d  gunman rem inded  a b u l l y i n g  cowboy t h a t  
"Mr. C o l t  made a l l  men e q u a l ."  What C o l t  b e g a n ,
Ford and E d is o n  and t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  have  a b o u t  
c o m p le te d  -  i n  making a l l  humans e q u a l ,  and t h e r e  i s  
n o t  much o f  th e  "w eaker sex "  a b o u t  a 100 l b .  g i r l  
a t  t h e  w h e e l  o f  a 200 h o u rsep o w er  chrom e-trim m ed  
b u l l e t !  A bout a l l  b i g  m u s c le s  a r e  good f o r  now i s  
t o  g u id e  some s o r t  o f  b a l l  i n t o  a h ig h ly - c o m m e r c ia l i z e d  
r e c e p t a c l e ;  t h e  h i s t o r i c  way o f  p r o v in g  ona*s s u p e r ­
i o r i t y  by b e a t i n g  up g i r l s  has l o s t  m ost o f  i t s  
charm s i n c e  some unknown f r a c t i o n s  o f  th e  l i t t l e  
d a r l i n g s  s t u d y  K a ra te  or c a r r y  s w i t c h - b l a d e  k n iv e s  
i n  t h e i r  p r e t t y  p u r s e s !

P erh ap s  t h e  day i s  com ing t h a t  w i l l  s e e  an end 
t o  a t t e m p t s  t o  l e g i s l a t e  m a s c u l i n i t y  and f e m i n i n i t y  
a c c o r d in g  t o  s e x  l i n e s .  W i l l  t h a t  be th e  end o f  b o th  
s o  t h a t  a l l  humans f a l l  i n t o  one e p i c e n e  c l a s s  o f  
Mods -  or  b e t t e r ,  w e a r in g  Greek to g a s ?  That seems  
m ost  u n l i k e l y ;  as  we s h o u ld  show, f e m i n i n i t y  i n  m ales  
g o e s  f a r  d e e p e r  th a n  th e  c l o t h e s .  I t  m igh t  ev en  be 
t h a t  th e  f e m in in e  m ale w i l l  come to  e n jo y  th e  freedom



t h a t  has  come to  th e  m a s c u l in e  fe m a le  i n  th e  p a s t  
50 y e a r s ,  e v e n  to  th e  p o i n t  o f  b e in g  a l lo w e d  to  
change back and f o r t h  to  f i t  th e  costum e to  th e

days m ig h t  c r e a t e  some p rob lem s f o r  th e  p e r s o n n e l  
d e p a r tm e n t ,  l i k e  TWO p i c t u r e s  on b a d g e s .  B oth  
m a s c u l i n i t y  and f e m i n i n i t y  have some p o s i t i v e  a d ­
v a n t a g e s ,  b e s i d e s  b e in g  r e a c t i o n s  t o  ea ch  o t h e r ,  
and I  know a l o t  o f  women who a re  NOT a b o u t  t o  g i v e  
up t h e i r  r i g h t s  to  c a p r i c i o u s n e s s ,  p r i v a c y  to  go  
a b o u t  t h e i r  " t r i v i a l "  a f f a i r s ,  i n d u lg e n c e  i n  f r i v o l i t y  
and t h a t  deep ca lm  t h a t  comes from knowing t h a t  n o t  
much i s  e x p e c t e d  o f  them. P r o b a b ly  l o t s  o f  men l i k e  
f u l l - t i m e  m a s c u l i n i t y ,  b u t  I ' l l  b e t  w e ' l l  be s u r ­
p r i s e d  a t  how many TVs tu r n  up as  so o n  as i t ' s  s a f e .

m ood .. . . .  though  lo n g  and s h o r t  h a i r  on a l t e r n a t e

thought I’d warned you about putting too 
much air in them, and then going out 

into the hot sun."
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I t  was b r i g h t ,  t h a t  morning i n  J u n e ,  b u t  I  was 
v e r y  unhappy. I  wanted t o  go t o  th e  c i r c u s ,  and 
Dad had i s s u e d  one o f  h i s  u lt im a tu m s  a b o u t  t h e  yard  
work. E i t h e r  i t  would be done c o m p l e t e l y ,  or  I  
w ould go now here. I t  made no d i f f e r e n c e  t o  him  
t h a t  I  was 18 ,  and g r a d u a te d  t h a t  y e a r  w i t h  th e  
top  tw en ty  i n  my c l a s s .  He was s t i l l  a n gry  w i t h
me f o r -----But maybe I  s h o u ld  go back a few  y e a r s  and
e x p l a i n  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  a n g e r .

When I  was b o r n ,  Mother w anted  a g i r l  b e c a u s e  
sh e  a l r e a d y  had t h r e e  b o y s .  As a r e s u l t ,  I  was b orn  
i n t o  a w orld  o f  p in k  r u f f l e s  and r ib b o n .  E v e r y th in g  
sh e  had b ou g h t  f o r  th e  new baby was f o r  a b e a u t i f u l  
l i t t l e  g i r l ,  so  r a t h e r  th a n  l e t  i t  go to  w a s t e ,  sh e  
d r e s s e d  me i n  a l l  th e  p in k  d r e s s e s ,  s a t i n  b o o t i e s ,  
and l a c y  b o n n e t t s .  Dad r e s e n t e d  t h i s ,  and sh e  r e ­
s e n t e d  Dad, and th e  r e s e n t m e n t  grew  th ro u g h  t h e  y e a r s  
as sh e  c o n t in u e d  to  l e t  my h a i r  grow , and k e p t  me 
as a baby g i r l .  I  w a s n ' t  p u t  i n t o  r e a l  b o y ' s  c l o t h ­
in g  u n t i l  I  was r ea d y  to  go to  s c h o o l .  Then, a f t e r  
I  came home from s c h o o l ,  back i n t o  t h e  baby b lo o m ers  
and d r e s s e s  so  Mom c o u ld  have h er  l i t t l e  g i r l .  Of 
c o u r s e  th e  t im e  so o n  came when sh e  was f o r c e d  to  
g i v e  up h er  f a n t a s y ,  b e c a u s e  th e  c r i t i c i s m  from th e  
n e ig h b o r s  was added to  t h a t  o f  Dads. The t r a n s i t i o n  
went s m o o th ly  enough , or so  e v e r y o n e  th o u g h t ,  u n t i l  
I  was ca u g h t  "borrow ing" some o f  Mom's s c a n t i e s .  I t  
was one e v e n in g  when I th o u g h t  n o -o n e  would  be home, 
and j u s t  as  I  had f i n i s h e d  g e t t i n g  a l l  p r e t t i e d  up 
i n  a b lu e  s a t i n  d r e s s  w i t h  w h i t e  s l i p  and p in k  
bloom ers  under i t ,  e v e r y o n e  w alked  i n  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r .  
You n ev er  heard  su ch  s h o u t i n g ! !  N a t u r a l l y  I  was 
s e v e r e l y  s t r a p p e d  by Dad, and t o n g u e - l a s h e d  by Mom, 
b u t t h a t  o n ly  seemed to  s t r e n g t h e n  my d e s i r e  t o  wear  
l o v e l y  s i l k y  t h i n g s .  I  was c a u g h t  s e v e r a l  t im e s  i n



t h e  s u c e e d in g  y e a r s ,  and t h a t  was th e  r e a s o n  f o r  
D ad 's  f e e l i n g  toward me, and h i s  a n ger  th e  day o f  
th e  c i r c u s .

A l l  I  c o u ld  do was t o  work as f a s t  as I  c o u l d ,  
and by noon I  was done w i t h  th e  y a r d .  I  b o l t e d  a 
lu n c h  and ra n  f o r  my b ik e  to  go to  th e  c o u n ty  f a i r  
grou n d s where th e  c i r c u s  was a l l  r e a d y  to  g o .  The 
b ik e  was gon e:  B r o th e r  Bob had ta k e n  i t  b e c a u s e  h i s
was b r o k e n ,  and o f  c o u r s e  t h i s  was th e  l a s t  s tr a w .
I  was f i t  t o  be t i e d .  O ff  I  w ent to  th e  c i r c u s  on 
f o o t ,  and a r r i v e d  j u s t  i n  t im e to  h ea r  th e  band  
sw in g  i n t o  th e  "Thunder and B la z e s "  e n t r y  march.
The c i r c u s  was w o n d e r f u l ,  and I  was m ost im p ressed  
w it h  th e  b e a u t i f u l  gowns th e  g i r l s  wore as  th e y  rod e  
around th e  r i n g s  on th e  f l o a t s .  Then th e  perform an ce  
b e g a n ,  and i t  seemed t h a t  ea ch  g i r l  had a gown p r e t ­
t i e r  th an  th e  l a s t .  When th e y  removed th e  gowns to  
do t h e i r  a c t s ,  th e  s e q u in e d  and sp a n g le d  t i g h t s  were  
t h r i l l i n g  to  s e e l  I A l l  I  saw t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  was 
g i r l s  and more g i r l s .  I  d i d n f t  seem to  s e e  th e  men 
i n  th e  a c t s  a t  a l l .  I  r e a c h e d  a d e c i s i o n .  I  was 
g o in g  t o  j o i n  th e  c i r c u s ! 1 1  A f t e r  much s e a r c h i n g ,
I  l o c a t e d  th e  manager and a sk ed  him f o r  a j o b .  Any 
jo b  a t  a l l .  ( J u s t  so  I  c o u ld  be n ear  th e  b e a u t i f u l  
g i r l s  i n  s i l k s  and s p a n g l e s . )  The u p sh o t  o f  i t  a l l  
was t h a t  I  c o u ld  work f o r  him as an erran d  boy and 
g e n e r a l  h e l p e r ,  a t  th e  m a g n i f i c e n t  s a l a r y  o f  t e n  
d o l l a r s  a week and b o a r d ,  IF I  c o u ld  g e t  my p a r e n t s  
p e r m i s s i o n .

At home a t  th e  su pper  t a b l e ,  I  broach ed  th e  
q u e s t i o n .  To my s u r p r i s e  i t  seemed t o  r a i s e  no 
fu r o r  a t  a l l .  In  f a c t ,  th e y  seemed to  r e l i s h  the  
id e a  o f  g e t t i n g  r i d  o f  me f o r  a summer. I  g u e s s  I  
r e a l l y  was th e  b la c k  sh eep  o f  th e  Evans f a m i l y .  The 
n e x t  morning I  was a t  th e  c i r c u s  w i t h  my Dad, b r i g h t  
and e a r l y .  He and M arcus, th e  BOSS, had a lo n g  t a l k ,  
and a f t e r  a r a t h e r  s t i f f  handshake g o o d b y e ,  I  was 
on my own! At f i r s t  i t  was a g l o r i o u s  l i f e .  The 
glam or h a d n ' t  worn o f f ,  and I  was s t i l l  on top  o f  
th e  w o r ld  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  w eek . The work w a s n ' t



hard. I  im a g in e  I  was g i v e n  a l l  th e  s m a l l  j o b s  
b e ca u se  I  was s m a l l .  I  was 5* 7" t a l l ,  b u t  o n ly  
w eighed  120 a t  t h a t  t im e .  In  th e  s e c o n d  week o f  
my l i f e  i n  th e  sa w d u s t  w or ld  th e  e v e n t  happened  t h a t  
was to  change my l i f e .

The b e a u t i f u l  C a r o le ,  our " p o s e r ” f e l l  from  th e  
p la t f o r m  sh e  o c c u p ie d  above  th e  c e n t e r  r i n g  when a 
c a b le  s l i p p e d .  The d o c t o r s  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  t o l d  
th e  BOSS sh e  would n o t  be a b l e  t o  work f o r  s e v e r a l  
m onths, due t o  th e  i n j u r i e s  to  h er  back and l e g s ,  
and t h i s  was a s e v e r e  b low  to  th e  show. She command­
ed th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  a u d ie n c e  e a c h  t im e  th e  r i n g s  
were changed f o r  a new a c t .  Her c o n t i n u a l  s w a y in g ,  
t w i s t i n g ,  and f l u t t e r i n g  o f  h er  b e a u t i f u l  gowns and 
v e i l s ,  w h i l e  i n  th e  c o l o r f u l  g lo w  o f  th e  s p o t l i g h t s  
b ro u g h t  oohs and aahs from e v e r y o n e ,  and sh e  would  
be s o r e l y  m is s e d .  That n i g h t  a s  u s u a l ,  I  was i n  th e  
pay-wagon w i t h  th e  BOSS as th e  d i s c u s s i o n  w ent on .  
There was no g i r l  t h a t  c o u ld  be sp a r e d  from a n o th e r  
a c t ,  and t h e r e  w a s n ' t  t im e  t o  h i r e  one and t e a c h  
h e r  th e  r o u t i n e .  I  d o n ' t  know w hat made me do i t ,  
b u t  a l l  o f  a sudden e v e r y o n e  was l o o k i n g  a t  me i n  
a s t o n is h m e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  what I  had s a i d .  Only th e n  
I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I  had s a i d ,  " I  can  do i t l ! "  I  
h u r r ie d  on th e n  and e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  I  had w atch ed  
C a r o le  c l o s e l y ,  and knew h er  e v e r y  move, and t h a t  
she  and I  w ere  b o th  dark h a ir e d  and a b o u t  th e  same 
s i z e ,  and t h a t  I  w o u ld n ' t  mind d o in g  i t ,  "For th e  
good o f  th e  show." Of c o u r s e ,  I  was t h i n k i n g  o f  
a l l  t h o s e  w o n d e r fu l  gowns and v e i l s ,  and a l l  th e  
f r i l l y  t h i n g s  under them. A l l  t h e s e  c o u ld  be mine  
i f  I  c o u ld  p u l l  t h i s  o f f .  Q u e s t io n s  f l e w  f a s t  and  
f u r i o u s  f o r  a w h i l e ,  and I  must have  g i v e n  th e  
c o r r e c t  a n s w e r s ,  b e c a u s e  so o n  we a d ju r n e d  t o  th e  
t r a i l e r  p r e v i o u s l y  o c c u p ie d  by C a r o le .  Gowns, 
d a i n t y  u n d i e s ,  and h ig h  h e e l s  w ere ta k e n  from  t h e i r  
r e s t i n g  p l a c e s ,  and I  was commanded t o  " D r e s s " .  
E v e r y th in g  f i t  me as  i f  i t  w ere  mine e x c e p t  t h e  
s h o e s .  Try as I  m ig h t ,  I  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  s q u e e z e  
i n t o  them. Then I  was commanded t o  go  th r o u g h  th e  
a c t .  I  d id  a l l  th e  p o s e s  I  c o u ld  remember, and th e



BOSS s a i d  OK. I  was s e n t  t o  a n e a r - b y  sh o p p in g  
c e n t e r  t o  buy h e e l s  to  f i t ,  and th e  n e x t  morning  
n e a r l y  a l l  th e  crew  and c a s t  w ere  i n  th e  t e n t  t o  
w a tc h  th e  new ,,C a r o le n go th ro u g h  h er  a c t .  There  
w ere a few  c a t c a l l s  and some la u g h s  as  I  swayed and 
t w i s t e d  th ro u g h  th e  r o u t i n e ,  b u t  when I  came down, 
some o f  th e  g i r l s  came and c o n g r a t u l a t e d  me. There  
w ere  o f f e r s  t o  h e lp  me w i t h  my makeup, and o f f e r s  
t o  h e l p  me w i t h  my f e m in in e  m annerisms w h i l e  I  was 
i n  c o s tu m e .  The b i g g e s t  b o o s t  t o  my v a n i t y  w as ,  
h o w e v e r ,  when I  o v e r h e a r d  th e  BOSS sa y  to  th e  R in g ­
m a s t e r ,  11 She d oes  p r e t t y  g o o d , d o n ’ t  you th ink?"

In  th e  t r a i l e r ,  w h ich  was to  be  mine as  lo n g  as  
I  was d o in g  th e  a c t ,  I  was d r e s s i n g  f o r  th e  a f t e r n o o n  
p e r fo r m a n c e .  A b e a u t i f u l  Spandex and l a c e  t o r s o l e t t e ,  
w i t h  s u i t a b l e  p a d d in g ,  was th e  f i r s t  t o  be p u t  on.
The b l a c k  l a c e  h o s e  w i t h  s p a r k l i n g  s e q u in s  were  
th e n  c a r e f u l l y  r o l l e d  up my l e g s  and s n u g ly  anchored  
w i t h  t h r e e  g a r t e r s  on e a ch  s i d e .  B la ck  s a t i n  p a n t i e s  
w ere n e x t ,  and t h e y  f i t  me l i k e  a seco n d  s k i n ,  f e e l ­
in g  l o v e l y  as  I  w alked  to  th e  c l o s e t  t o  g e t  my h e e l s .  
The s h o e s  w ere s i l v e r ,  w i t h  o n ly  2 \"  h e e l s  to  s t a r t  
w i t h ,  b e c a u s e  I  was n o t  y e t  c l e v e r  enough to  m aster  
h ig h e r  o n e s .  Then a f l o o r  l e n g t h  w h i t e  f i l m y  p e t ­
t i c o a t  w h ich  had f l o a t i n g  p a n e l s  o f  s e q u in e d  l a c e .
A gown o f  n y l o n ,  s a t i n ,  and l a c e  was th e  to p p e r .
The b o d ic e  o f  s a t i n  f i t  s n u g ly  around my padded  
bosom, and th e  f l o w in g  w h i t e  s k i r t s  o f  n y lo n  and 
l a c e  b i l l o w e d  b e a u t i f u l l y  as I  w a lk ed  a b o u t  th e  
t r a i l e r  t o  g e t  accu stom ed  to  th e  h e e l s .  I  w ent to  
th e  next* t r a i l e r  f o r  one o f  th e  g i r l s  t o  h e lp  me 
w i t h  my w ig  and makeup, and soom had fo u r  o f  them 
a s s i s t i n g  me t o  g e t  l i p s t i c k  c o r r e c t l y  a p p l i e d ,  
rou ge  i n  th e  r i g h t  s p o t ,  ponder p a t t e d  h e r e  and th e r e  
t o  c u t  th e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  th e  s p o t l i g h t s ,  and my w ig  
s e c u r e l y  f a s t e n e d  so  i t  would n o t  f l y  o f f  i n  th e  
c o u r s e  o f  th e  a c t .  When I  w a lk ed  th ro u g h  th e  e n t r y  
o f  th e  main t e n t  i n  th e  r e a d y  a r e a ,  I  a c t u a l l y  heard  
a c o u p le  o f  r e a l  h o n e s t  w o l f - w h i s t l e s .  I  s t i l l  w a sn 't  
s a t i s f i e d  th o u g h ,  u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  show when, as  
I  t w i s t e d  and w h ir l e d  my way th ro u g h  th e  f i n a l e ,  I



heard the e v e r  r i s i n g  a p p la u s e  t h a t  a lw a y s  was g i v e n  
to the r e a l  C a r o le .  Then I  knew I  was a s u c c e s s .  I  
had i t  made!! I  hooked my arm th r o u g h  th e  lo w e r in g  
h a r n e ss ,  and as I  was b r o u g h t  down amid a c r e s c e n d o  
o f  c i r c u s  m usic  and a p p la u s e ,  I  was th e  h a p p i e s t  
" g ir l"  i n  th e  w o r ld .  I  bowed t o  a l l  s i d e s  o f  th e  
g r e a t  t e n t ,  and h u r r ie d  o u t  t o  th e  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  
o f  my c i r c u s  " f a m i ly " .  Y e s ,  I  was c i r c u s  now. I  
would be a c c e p t e d  i n t o  th e  in n e r  c i r c l e  o f  c i r c u s  
l i f e ,  and c o u ld  sh a re  th e  h a p p in e s s  as  w e l l  as  th e  
sorrow s o f  my l a r g e  f a m i l y .  The BOSS came up and 
shook my hand, and t o l d  me th e  jo b  was mine a s  lo n g  
as C a ro le  was i l l ,  and t h a t  I  was t o  g e t  th e  same 
s a l a r y .  He c o u l d n ' t  know o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  I  would  
have done i t  f o r  h a l f ,  a s  lo n g  as  I  c o u ld  l i v e  as  
C a r o le .

Three months l a t e r  C a r o le  came "home". I  th o u g h t  
s o r r o w f u l l y  o f  a l l  th e  l o v e l y  c l o t h e s  I  w ould so o n  
have to  g i v e  up, and th e  w o n d e r fu l  f e e l i n g  o f  b e in g  
a c c e p te d  as "one o f  th e  g i r l s " .  I  had b e e n  ta k e n  
i n t o  t h e i r  c i r c l e ,  and s p e n t  many e v e n in g s  l o l l i n g  
on a couch  i n  one or th e  o t h e r  o f  t h e i r  t r a i l e r s ,  
w a tc h in g  t e l e v i s i o n ,  or j u s t  t a l k i n g  " g i r l  t a l k " .
T h is  would be o v e r  as  so o n  as C a r o le  had a few days  
o f  p r a c t i c e ,  or so  I  th o u g h t .  Im agine  my s u r p r i s e  
when I  was c a l l e d  to  th e  BOSS and t o l d  t h a t  t h e r e  
would be a s i s t e r  a c t  now, b i l l i n g  us as  "CAROLE 
6c CAROL"! 11 The p l a t f o r m  was made l a r g e r ,  and we 
worked up a new a c t  t h a t  b r o u g h t  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  
p l a u d i t s  and comments th r o u g h o u t  th e  rem a in d er  o f  
our t o u r .  When a t  l a s t  th e  c i r c u s  p u l l e d  i n t o  w in t e r  
q u a r t e r s ,  we had a l r e a d y  s ig n e d  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  th e  
n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  s a l a r y ,  
and w i t h  th e  show p i c k i n g  up th e  ta b  f o r  s c a d s  o f  new 
and even  more l o v e l y  c o s tu m e s .  Oh by th e  way, I  
s t i l l  o c c u p ie d  one end o f  th e  t r a i l e r ,  w h i l e  C a r o le  
l i v e d  in  th e  o t h e r ,  and v e r y  so o n  we w i l l  be o c c u p y ­
in g  i t  a l l  t o g e t h e r .  We g o t  th e  l i c e n s e  l a s t  w eek ,  
and tod a y  a t  two o ' c l o c k ,  i n  th e  c e n t e r  r i n g ,  I  w i l l  
be w ea r in g  a man's s u i t  f o r  p erh ap s  th e  l a s t  t im e  
i n  many y e a r s ,  as  we exch an ge  th e  v o w s ,  "To l o v e ,



h o n o r ,  and o b e y .  T i l l  d e a th  do us p a r t " .  Mom and 
Dad w i l l  be t h e r e ,  and w h i l e  t h e y  s t i l l  do n o t  f u l l y  
u n d e r s ta n d  me and my d e s i r e s ,  a t  l e a s t  th e y  have  
a c c e p t e d  i t  a s  th e  t h in g  I  seem  t o  be c u t  o u t  f o r .  
They a r e  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  my b r i d e - t o - b e .  and I  a c t ­
u a l l y  t h i n k  Mom i s  a b i t  j e a l o u s  o f  th e  l o v e l y  
c l o t h i n g  sh e  saw me i n  d u r in g  th e  p er fo rm a n ce  y e s ­
t e r d a y .  We w o n ' t  have  t im e  f o r  a honeymoon b e c a u se  
we a r e  b u sy  p e r f e c t i n g  our r o u t i n e  f o r  n e x t  s e a s o n ,  
b e s i d e  p u t t i n g  on w eek-end  p e r fo r m a n c e s  f o r  th e  
w i n t e r  t o u r i s t s  who h i t  F l o r i d a  and want to  s e e  a 
c i r c u s .  We d o n ' t  c a r e  f o r  a honeymoon anyway. I  
know I  w o u l d n ' t  f e e l  r i g h t  i n  a s h i r t  and t r o u s e r s ,  
and my C a r o le  l i k e s  me b e t t e r  i n  a d r e s s .  B e s i d e s ,  
i t  to o k  a lo n g  t im e  to  grow my b e a u t i f u l  h a i r ,  and 
I  w o n ' t  c u t  i t  now.

The n e x t  t im e  you  s e e  a c i r c u s  p o s t e r ,  exam ine  
i t  c l o s e l y ,  and i f  you s e e  th e  b i l l i n g ,  " C a ro le  6c 
C a r o l" ,  be s u r e  and come. W e're up on th e  p la t f o r m  
above  th e  c e n t e r  r i n g ,  and w e ' l l  e n t e r t a i n  you each  
t im e  th e  main l i g h t s  dim to  ch ange  th e  a c t s .  You 
w i l l  be a b l e  t o  t e l l  us a p a r t  o n l y  one way though .  
I 'm  th e  one w i t h  th e  b i g g e s t  s m i l e .  Wave a t  me, 
w o n ' t  you? I ' l l  be s u r e  to  wave b ack .

by Diane  Jordan

C le a n  sh a v en  from e y e l i d s  
to  t o e s  he f e l t  c l e a n  
f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e i n  
e i t h e r  o f  h i s  two l i v e s .

The m ost d a r in g  t h in g  he 
e v e r  t r i e d  was s t e p p i n g ,  
h e e l s  and a l l ,  i n t o  th e  
dark o f  a c h e s t  x - r a y  u n i t .



~ a ILmmMa
H IS lO R Y

by Diane  Grant  ( 5 - J - 4 )  FPE

I  was born on th e  w e s t  c o a s t ,  i n  1947 . T h a t ' s  
r i g h t ,  I  am o n ly  19. I have two o l d e r  s i s t e r s  and 
two s i s t e r s  th e  e x a c t  same a g e .  We a re  t r i p l e t s .

In  our f a m i ly  album I have s e e n  p h o to s  o f  me a t  
the  a g e s  o f  one to  f i v e  in  w hich  I  was w ea r in g  a 
d r e s s .  My p a r e n t s  were n o t  r i c h  and I assume t h a t  
we were a l l  d r e s s e d  th e  same way f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  
economy.

When I was b e tw een  s e v e n  and t e n  i t  became r e g ­
u la r  p r a c t i c e  to  p u n is h  me by f o r c i n g  me to  wear a 
d r e s s .  I wore i t  ov er  my own u n d e r t h in g s .

I remember b e in g  fo r c e d  to  wear a d r e s s  f o r  an 
e n t i r e  week. During t h a t  week some o f  my f r i e n d s  
came o v er  to  s e e  i f  I  wanted to  p la y  b a s e b a l l .  At 
t h a t  t im e I j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  f in d  enough p l a c e s  to  h i d e ,  
but l u c k i l y  I was s u c c e s s f u l  enough to  h id e  from  
them.

At th e  end o f  t h a t  week I f e l t  funny a b ou t  g i v e -  
in g  up the  d r e s s .  In  a way, I  wanted to  keep i t ,  
and y e t  I  was a f r a i d  o f  th e  d r e s s .  For some unknown 
r e a s o n  t h a t  was th e  l a s t  t im e I  was p u n ish ed  i n  t h a t  
way.

About t h i s  t im e I s t a r t e d  to  be e n v io u s  o f  my 
s i s t e r s ,  m a in ly  b e c a u s e  I f e l t  my p a r e n t s  were g i v i n g  
more a t t e n t i o n  to  my s i s t e r s  th e n  to  me. At f i r s t  
i t  was j u s t  s l i g h t  but i t  seemed to  grow. My p a r e n t s  
were a lw ays  h e l p i n g  my s i s t e r s .  I f  th e y  needed  
money, t r a s p o r t a t i o n  or a n y t h in g ,  my p a r e n t s  were  
alw ays  th e r e  to  h e l p .  I t  was se ld om  or n e v e r  t h a t  my
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p a r e n t s  would e x p r e s s  su c h  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n y th in g  t h a t  
I  d i d .  When I  would e x c e l  i n  s p o r t s ,  I  would be  
t o l d ,  " F in e .  Keep i t  up."  And t h i s  was th e  e x t e n t  
o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  a n y t h in g  I  d id .

I t  was a b o u t  t h i s  t im e  - b e tw een  e l e v e n  and 
t w e l v e  y e a r s  o ld  - t h a t  I  began  t o  f e e l  t h a t  i f  I  
were a g i r l ,  maybe I  would r e c e i v e  more a t t e n t i o n .

I  b egan  d r e s s i n g  l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  u n t i l  I  had 
a f u l l  o u t f i t ,  p a n t i e s ,  s l i p  and s h o e s  e t c .  I t  b e ­
came a r e g u l a r  p r a c t i c e  f o r  me to  come home from  
s c h o o l  and d a sh  t o  my room. Here I  would b r in g  o u t  
a box o f  v e r y  f e m in in e  a r t i c l e s .  I t  was a c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  what I  c o u ld  buy or  borrow from my s i s t e r s  and 
s t i l l  k eep  i t  a s e c r e t .  T h is  p r o v id e d  me w i t h  my 
g r e a t e s t  h a p p i n e s s .  I  in d u lg e  i n  t h i s  p l e a s u r e  a t  
l e a s t  t w ic e  a week now, i n  th e  p r i v a c y  o f  my room.

A lth o u g h  I  am a r a t h e r  young TV, I  hope as tim e  
g o e s  o n ,  I  w i l l  grow to  e q u a l  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  some 
o f  my TV s i s t e r s .

“You’re not only a member of the opposite sex, 
you're a girl.”



Audrey (30-C-l)
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Dear V i r g i n i a  ;

I  want to  thank you f o r  b r i n g i n g  a w hole  new 
w orld  to  me v i a  T r a n s v e s t i a .  I  had th o u g h t  t h a t  fo r  
th e  l a s t  y e a r ,  s i n c e  I  have b een  l i v i n g  a l o n e ,  t h a t  
I  c o u ld  ask  f o r  no m o r e - - t h a t  my cup ru n n e th  o v e r ,  
b u t you have i n c r e a s e d  my h a p p in e s s  im m easurab ly . I  
have o n ly  r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d  TVia and can h a r d ly  
w a i t  fo r  th e  n e x t  i s s u e  to  come o u t .

I  am what i s  c h a r i t a b l y  c a l l e d  a mature male  
( l e g a l l y  an yw ay).  I  became aware t h a t  I  was d i f f e r ­
e n t  from th e  o t h e r  l i t t l e  boys  o f  my a c q u a in ta n c e  
when I  was ab o u t  fo u r  y e a r s  o f  age and was t o l d  t h a t  
my l i k i n g  f o r  d o l l s  and te a  t h in g s  was unbecoming in  
a young man. I  c o u l d n ' t  u n d ers ta n d  why a n y th in g  so  
much fun  was to  be c o n s id e r e d  wrong but I  d id  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  th e  c r u e l  a f f e c t s  o f  r i d i c u l e  and so  my f e m in in e  
n a tu r e  went i n t o  h i d i n g  f o r  th e  m ost p a r t .  On th e  
s l y ,  how ever , I  c o n t in u e d  to  p la y  h ou se  w i t h  a g i r l  
c o u s i n  who seemed to  e n jo y  my company v e r y  much. She 
would p u t  a f r i l l y  l i t t l e  apron  on me and l e t  me have  
her  b e s t  d o l l  to  p la y  w i t h .  Even th e n  th o u g h , I  seem ­
ed t o  have two n a t u r e s  wrapped up i n  th e  same s k in  
and e n jo y e d  t o y  s o l d i e r s  and guns as w e l l  as o th e r  
l i t t l e  b o y s .  As I  grew o l d e r  I  found m y s e l f  b e in g  
e n v io u s  o f  th e  g i r l s  I  p la y e d  w i t h - - t h e i r  c u t e  l i t t l e  
f r o c k s  awakened lo n g i n g s  i n  me t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t  d e ­
f i n e .  I ‘c a n ' t  y e t .  I  was about t w e lv e  when I  was 
s t r a n g e l y  s t i r r e d  by w a tc h in g  a g i r l  a p p ly  her  l i p ­
s t i c k .  I  ran  home a f t e r  s c h o o l  and , f i n d i n g  th e  h ouse  
em pty, w ent to  my m others v a n i t y  and awkwardly put  
l i p s t i c k  on. The a c t  t h r i l l e d  me b u t  a t  th e  same 
t im e I  was f u r i o u s l y  ashamed o f  m y s e l f  and washed my 
l i p s  im m e d ia te ly .  The n e x t  t im e  I  d id  i t  I  was a 
l i t t l e  l e s s  ashamed and wore th e  l i p s t i c k  a b i t  l o n g ­
e r .  G r a d u a l ly  I  became more b o ld  and began  to  p u t  on 
i te m s  o f  my m o th ers '  u n d e r c lo t h in g  from t im e to  t im e .  
When I  was ab o u t  f i f t e e n  I  was a lm o s t  e x a c t l y  the  
same s i z e  as  my mother and c o u ld  wear a l l  her  t h i n g s ,



in c lu d in g  s h o e s .  I  wonder how many m oth ers  have un ­
w i t t in g ly  sh a red  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  s o n s .  I  
dressed  many t im e s  d u r in g  my y o u t h  b u t  when I  grew  
older  and began  to  go o u t  w i t h  g i r l s  my p a s s i o n  f o r  
fem in ine  a t t i r e  was somewhat a l l a y e d  b u t  by no means 
e x t i n g u i s h e d .  I  m a rr ied  and i t  was n o t  lo n g  b e f o r e  
my w i f e  had d i s c o v e r e d  my s e c r e t .  She was q u i t e  t o l ­
e r a n t  f o r  many y e a r s - - e v e n  b o u g h t  me t h i n g s  from  t im e  
to  t im e .  E v e n t u a l l y  h o w e v e r ,  we b eg a n  to  d r i f t  a -  
p a r t  f o r  r e a s o n s  h a v in g  n o t h in g  t o  do w i t h  t r a n s ­
v e s t i s m ,  and on ce  a g a in  I  found m y s e l f  p i e r c e d  w i t h  
th e  b arbs  o f  r i d i c u l e - - i f  we had words I  was s u r e  to  
l o s e  th e  argum ent b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  t a u n t s  a b o u t  my 
t a s t e s .  She was d e c e n t  en ou gh , th o u g h ,  n o t  t o  m e n t io n  
my a b n o r m a l i ty  a t  th e  timfe o f  th e  d i v o r c e .

I  lo n g  ago d e c id e d  t h a t  I  w ould  n e v e r  s h a r e  my 
s e c r e t  w i t h  a n o th e r  u n l e s s  he or  sh e  w ere e q u a l l y  
c u l p a b l e  i n  th e  e y e s  o f  s o c i e t y .  I t  w ould be w o n d er ­
f u l  to  f i n d  a fe m a le  TV whose m a s c u l in e  n a tu r e  w ould  
be th e  p e r f e c t  com plem ent to  my f e m in in e  o n e .  I  
would lo v e  to  p l a y  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  w i f e  and l e t  her  
p la y  hubby to  her  h e a r t ' s  c o n t e n t .  "He" w ould  have  
to  p er form  th e  t a s k s  I  d i s l i k e  su c h  as  w a sh in g  th e  
ca r  and r e p l a c i n g  f a u c e t  w a sh e r s  and I ,  i n  t u r n ,  would  
keep  a s p o t l e s s  a p a r tm e n t ,  p r e p a r e  th e  m ea ls  and do 
th e  s h o p p in g .  I  am an e x c e l l e n t  cook  and can  do o t h e r  
h o u s e h o ld  c h o r e s  e q u a l l y  w e l l .  Of c o u r s e  I ' d  w ant a 
p e r s o n  who d id  n o t  e q u a te  m a s c u l i n i t y  w i t h  v u . l g a r i t y  
and who was r e a s o n a b ly  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  k in d  and c o n s i d e r ­
a t e .  I  im a g in e  many TVs have  dreamed o f  s u c h  a r e ­
l a t i o n s h i p .  I ' d  l i k e  to  b e g i n  r i g h t  a f t e r  th e  m a r r i ­
age cerem ony by g o in g  home and t r a d in g  c l o t h e s .  She  
would ta k e  th e  r i n g s  o f f  h er  f i n g e r  and s l i p  them on  
mine and we would  b e g i n  a c o m p le te  r e v e r s a l  o f  th e  
h u s b a n d -w ife  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I  c o u ld  go on and on w i t h  
e n d l e s s  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  d r e a m - - f o r  i n s t a n c e  "hubby" 
would g e t  th e  w h ole  " p i p e - a n d - s l i p p e r s "  b i t  i f  he  
wanted i t  and "he" w ould a lw a y s  remember t o  buy some 
f r i l l y  g i f t  on s p e c i a l  d a y s .  I 'm  s u r e  t h e r e  w i l l  be  
some su ch  a rran gem en t  i n  p a r a d i s e  f o r  t h o s e  who w ant i t .

You ask ed  your  r e a d e r s ,  V i r g i n i a ,  t o  t r y  to  come

Twuvutia
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up w i t h  some a n sw ers  as  to  what r e a l l y  g i v e s  us our  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  c r o s s  d r e s s i n g .  I  w i s h  I  c o u ld  h e l p ,  
b u t  t o  me i t  i s  l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e  th e  f r a g r a n c e  
o f  th e  r o s e ,  th e  f u g i t i v e  c a r e s s  o f  an A p r i l  b r e e z e  
or  th e  dreamy q u a l i t y  o f  a l i k e  r e f l e c t i n g  m o o n l ig h t .

S u r e ly  t h e r e  i s  no s im p le  an sw er .  The f e e l  o f  
s i l k ,  th e  yummy s m e l l  o f  p er fu m e, th e  s w i r l  o f  a 
s k i r t  around th e  l e g s - - a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  c o n t r i b u t e  
to  th e  g l o r i o u s  f e e l i n g  o f  f e m i n i n i t y ,  b u t  by them­
s e l v e s  do n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t .  As I  s i t  h e r e  I  am 
t r y i n g  to  a n a ly z e  what i t  i s  t h a t  I  f e e l  around my 
c h e s t .  As I  le a r n e d  to  do w i t h  th e  h e lp  o f  TVia I  
have  s im u la t e d  c l e a v a g e  v e r y  w e l l  w i t h  t a p e ,  and th e  
j e l l y - f i l l e d  i n s e r t s  i n  my b r a s s i e r e  lo o k  m ost r e a l ­
i s t i c .  I  c l o s e  my e y e s  and ask  m y s e l f  what i t  i s  
t h a t  I  f e e l .  The p h y s i c a l  f e e l i n g  i s  s i m i l a r  to  what 
I  m igh t  f e e l  i f  I  w ere w e a r in g  a bandage o v e r  a wound 
on my c h e s t .  T h is  d o e s n ' t  e x c i t e  me a t  a l l .  Then 
I  f e e l  th e  f l e s h  t h a t  s w e l l s  o u t  and up o v e r  my b r a ­
s s i e r e ;  i t  f e e l s  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  b u t  i t  i s  hard to  sa y  
w h eth er  my hand f e e l s  good to  my b r e a s t  or my b r e a s t  
t o  my hand. P r o b a b ly  b o th  b u t  I  c a n n o t  t e l l .  Then 
I  g e t  up and lo o k  a t  m y s e l f  i n  a m i r r o r - - !  am w ea r in g  
a n e g l i g e e  so  t h a t  I  can  s e e  my b r e a s t s .  I  adore  
what I  s e e  b u t  w i l l  anyone in  th e  w orld  o th e r  than  
a n o th e r  TV e v e r  u n d e r s ta n d  why? I  have b een  w ea r in g  
l i p s t i c k  a l l  morning and f e e l  n o th in g  on my l i p s  b u t  
I  know t h a t  th e y  a re  p a in t e d  and t h i s  makes me f e e l  
g o o d . I  p la n  to  bake a cake t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  and w i l l  
e n jo y  e v e r y  moment o f  th e  work p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  I  l i k e  
cake b u t  “m o s t ly  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  a f e m in in e  a c t ­
i v i t y  and I  l o v e  d o in g  f e m in in e  t h i n g s - - p a r t  o f  th e  
t im e .  I  t h in k  t h a t  our l o v e  f o r  th e  f e m in in e  i s  i n ­
c r e a s e d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  our a c t i v i t i e s  are  fo r b id d e n .  
I  may be wrong o f  c o u r s e  s i n c e  i t  i s  hard to  v i s u a l ­
i s e  a s o c i e t y  i n  w h ich  t r a n s v e s t i s m  would be a c c e p te d .  
But i f  e v e r y  tr u c k  d r i v e r  c o u ld  p u l l  up to  a f i l l i n g  
s t a t i o n  and powder h i s  n o se  and r e p a i r  h i s  l i p s t i c k  
w it h o u t  e x c i t i n g  comment or i f  i t  were known t h a t  
b a l l  p l a y e r s  w ere w e a r in g  l a c e  p a n t i e s  u n d ern ea th  
t h e i r  u n i f o r m s ,  w ould t h e s e  t h i n g s  have th e  same t h r i l l
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f o r  th e  TV? A g a in ,  m e r e ly  b e in g  fo r b id d e n  d o e s n ' t  
make TVism a t t r a c t i v e - - t h e r e  a r e  a g r e a t  many s o c i a l  
ta b o o s  and we manage to  g e t  a lo n g  w i t h o u t  b r e a k in g  
them. I  su p p o se  th e  e x p l a n a t i o n  l i e s  somewhere in  
our g la n d s  or i n  our p sy c h e  b u t  I  have l e t t l e  p a t i e n c e  
w it h  N e o -F r e u d ia n  g l i b n e s s .  I  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a b ou t  as  much myth as  s c i e n c e  i n  F r e u d ia n is m .

Anyway, I  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  c a r e  w h eth er  s c i e n c e  f i n d s  
o u t  what makes us t i c k .  I  w o u ld n ' t  a c c e p t  a "cure"  
fo r  t h i s  " d i s e a s e "  ev en  i f  a l l  th e  f a b l e d  w e a l t h  o f  
th e  I n d i e s  were u sed  t o  e n t i c e  me. At t h i s  moment, 
d r e s s e d  and t a l k i n g  o f  th e  s u b j e c t  t h a t  i s  d e a r e s t  
to  my h e a r t  I  am v e r y  happy and i t  i s  a h a p p in e s s  
t h a t  c o u ld  n o t  be d u p l i c a t e d  by h a v in g  mere r i c h e s .  
N a t u r a l l y  enough I ' d  l i k e  to  have a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  
money and s t a y  th e  way I  am n o w - - I ' d  c a u s e  a g r e a t  
boom in  th e  fu r  and s i l k  t r a d e  and th e n  I  c o u ld  open  
up a c lu b h o u se  f o r  TVs b u i l t  on th e  l i n e s  o f ,  s a y ,  
th e  Taj M ahal, b u i l t  on some i s l e  f a r  from th e  h a u n ts  
o f  mere men.

S in c e  I  am n o t  l i k e l y  to  f a l l  h e i r  to  fa b u lo u s  
r i c h e s  a t  t h i s  l a t e  d a t e ,  I  s h a l l  make o u t  as  b e s t  I  
can  by lo o k in g  forw ard  to  th e  t im e  when I  can commu­
n i c a t e  and m eet o t h e r  TVs o f  b o th  s e x e s .  B e s t  w i s h e s  
and c o n t in u e d  s u c c e s s  w i t h  TVia.

PATRICIA

Dear V i r g i n i a ,

A f t e r  h a v in g  become a member i n  our FPE S o r o r i t y ,  
I  d e c id e d  to  w r i t e  my l i f e  s t o r y  w i t h  th e  h e lp  o f  my 
' b r o t h e r '  H arry , and th e  e f f e c t  I ' v e  had upon him.
The b e g in n in g  o f  my l i f e  i s  v e r y  hard to  p i n p o i n t  
w hich  i s  s i m i l a r  to  o t h e r  TVs. I  would sa y  t h a t  I  
was 'b orn ' when Harry was a b o u t  4 - 5  y e a r s  o l d .  H is  
mother a l lo w e d  him to  wear her s h o e s  around th e  h o u s e .  
The t r a i n i n g  o f  w a lk in g  around i n  h e e l s  e a r l y  in  l i f e  
was to  p rove  i n v a l u a b l e  i n  my l a t e r  l i f e  w i t h  H arry .
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T h is  w as  as  f a r  as  I  grew  u n t i l  Harry was a b o u t  10 -  
11 y e a r s  o l d  when I  d e c id e d  t h a t  i f  I  was to  grow  
and d e v e lo p  i n t o  a m ature woman i n  t im e  w i t h  H a r r y 's  
d e v e lo p m e n t ,  I ' d  b e t t e r  e x e r c i s e  a l i t t l e  f o r c e .
T h is  f o r c e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  H a rry ,  when h i s  m other was 
away from  th e  home, g o in g  i n t o  h i s  m o th e r ' s  drawers  
and s e c r e t i n g  an a r t i c l e  ( b r a ,  g i r d l e ,  e t c )  f o r  f u r ­
t h e r  u s e .  T h is  w ent on u n t i l  one n i g h t  Harry to o k  
o f f  h i s  P Js ,  p u t  on a b la c k  bra and f e l l  a s l e e p .  The 
n e x t  m orning  h i s  m other d i s c o v e r e d  t h i s  and s a i d  t h a t  
i n s t e a d  o f  s e c r e t i n g  th e  c l o t h e s ,  a l l  he had to  do 
was afek. T h is  remark was to  p r o v e  v a l u a b l e  l a t e r  on.

H a r r y ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  c o n t in u e d  th r o u g h  t im e u n t i l  
h e was d r e s s i n g  up c o m p l e t e l y  e x c l u d i n g  w ig  and make­
up (an  o c c a s i o n a l  l i p s t i c k  h e r e  and t h e r e )  b u t  w i t h ­

o u t  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  k n o w le d g e .  He v e r y  r a r e l y  a sked  
f o r  so m e th in g  o f  h e r s  s i n c e  he d i d n ' t  know me th e n .  
Once I  e v e n  w en t  o u t s i d e  f o r  a few  m in u te s  when h i s  
m other  was g o n e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  my h a i r  was th e  same 
as  H a r r y ' s  -  a f l a t  t o p .  One t im e  h i s  mother a lm o s t  
fou n d  o u t  a b o u t  me when sh e  r e t u r n e d  e a r l y  and I  was 
f u l l y  d r e s s e d .  F o r t u n a t e l y  Harry was a b le  to  s t a l l  
lo n g  enough f o r  me t o  d i s a p p e a r .  T h is  d r e s s i n g  up 
c o n t in u e d  on th e  s i d e  u n t i l  Harry j o i n e d  th e  Marine  
Corps i n  1 9 6 1 .  W h ile  he was s t a t i o n e d  in  Memphis, 
T e n n . , he  l e a r n e d  o f  T r a n s v e s t i s m  and th ro u g h  r e a d in g  
a l l  he c o u ld  f i i i d  on th e  s u b j e c t ,  f i n a l l y  began  to  
u n d e r s ta n d  me, h i s  s i s t e r  S h e i l a .  I  d i d n ' t  e x e r t  any 
f o r c e  upon H arry u n t i l  he was s t a t i o n e d  a t  El T oro ,  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  There  he found a l o t  more on th e  su b ­
j e c t .  G r a d u a l ly  I  s t a r t e d  b u i l d i n g  a wardrobe through  
H arry and I  m ust sa y  t h a t  he came up w i t h  some good  
s t o r i e s  f o r  h i s  b u y in g  th e  a r t i c l e s .  I  had to  g i v e  
a l i t t l e  b e c a u s e  he w anted  to  rea d  a l l  he c o u ld  f in d  
on TV and he c o u l d n ' t  a f f o r d  a g r e a t  d e a l  so  I  j u s t  
b id e d  my t im e .  H is  m other a l s o  le a r n e d  o f  me i n  my 
m a tu r in g  s t a t e  a b o u t  t h i s  t im e  when Harry s t a r t e d  
w r i t i n g  t o  h e r  and r e m in d in g  h er  o f  th e  t im e when she  
had s a i d  t h a t  a l l  he had to  do was a s k .  Her a c c e p t ­
a n ce  o f  me w a s n ' t  t o  be f o r  some t im e  b u t  I  worked at  
i t  w h en ev er  I  had th e  ch a n ce  i n  l e t t e r s ,  e t c .  On
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H a r r y 1s f i r s t  l e a v e  home a f t e r  h a v in g  t o l d  h er  o f  
h i s  d e s i r e s  (he s t i l l "  d i d n ' t  u n d e r s ta n d  me th o u g h )  
w h ich  was a b ou t  l a t e  1 9 6 2 ,  I  g o t  d r e s s e d  up, b u t  
w it h o u t  w ig  or  m ake-up, s i n c e  I  d i d n ' t  have  any th e n .  
H is m other s h ie d  away from me a t  f i r s t  b u t  g r a d u a l l y  
g o t  u sed  to  me a f t e r  a l i t t l e  w h i l e .  W ith th e  h e lp  
o f  a c l o s e  f r i e n d ,  h i s  mother g o t  a b a s i c  u n d e r s t a n d ­
in g  o f  TVism w h ich  has h e lp e d  i n  h er  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  
me.

Then Harry w ent and lo u s e d  me up f o r  a l l  t im e .
He g o t  some t a t t o o s  ( t h e  perm anent k i n d ) ,  b u t  when 
I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  he was u sed  to  them and d i d n ' t  mind 
them, I  d e c id e d  t h a t  s i n c e  we had a l i f e t i m e  ahead  
o f  us I  m igh t  as  w e l l  g e t  u sed  t o  them a l s o .  H is  
mother a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  d i s a p p r o v a l  b u t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  
n o th in g  c o u ld  be done a b o u t  them now. For a y e a r  
e v e r y t h in g  w ent ok ay .  Then Harry made a m i s t a k e .
He w ro te  to  th e  p o l i c e  o f  a b i g  c i t y  a s k in g  a b o u t  
th e  law and TVism. They w r o te  to  h i s  Commanding 
O f f i c e r  and t h a t  c u r t a i l e d  any p la n s  I ' d  made f o r  
some t im e .

Some t im e  p a s s e d  b e f o r e  I  came o u t  a g a in .  T h is  
was on H a r r y 's  n e x t  l e a v e .  He had a sk ed  h i s  mother  
to  h e lp  him w i t h  make-up and a l l  s i n c e  I  th o u g h t  t h a t  
i t  was ab o u t  t im e t h a t  I  d e v e lo p e d  th e  a r t  o f  i t s  u s e .  
Harry had b een  b u y in g  me c l o t h e s  and had g o t t e n  me a 
w ig so  I  lo o k ed  d e c e n t .  H is  mother d id  a w o n d e r fu l  
jo b  on me. She r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I  was a p a r t  o f  Harry  
and n o n - a c c e p t a n c e  would o n ly  c o m p l i c a t e  m a t te r s  so  
sh e  went a lo n g .  I  w a s ,  h o w ev er ,  s t i l l  her  son  d r e s s ­
ed as a woman. W ith H a r r y 's  h e lp  and q u i t e  a few  
l e t t e r s  to  her  w i t h  my hand i n  them sh e  i s  g e t t i n g  
to  know me b e t t e r  a l l  th e  t im e .  D uring H a r r y 's  e n ­
s u in g  l e a v e s  I  was to  g e t  d r e s s e d  up on many o c c a s i o n s  
i f  o n ly  to  be around th e  h o u s e ,w h ic h  was th e  c a s e  a l l  
to o  many t i m e s ,  b u t  i t  c o u l d n ' t  be h e l p e d .  On one  
o c c a s i o n  I  g o t  d r e s s e d  up i n  f r o n t  o f  my s t e p f a t h e r .
I  s t i l l  do i t  and he u n d e r s ta n d s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  f o r  
th e  t im e .  My wardrobe has c o n t in u e d  to  grow u n t i l  
now I  have a f a i r  s i z e d  c o l l e c t i o n .



D uring  th e  Summer o f  1 9 6 4 ,  when Harry w ent to  
Camp P e n d l e t o n ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  he came i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
a p u b l i c a t i o n  c a l l e d  'T ra n sw o r ld  C l a s s i f i e d ' .  Through  
t h i s  medium he s t a r t e d  w r i t i n g  to  s e v e r a l  TVs and in  
t h e s e  l e t t e r s  I  can  and do come o u t  i n  f u l l  f o r c e  
s i n c e  we b o th  have s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s .  A w h i l e  l a t e r  
H arry came i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  TVia. The i n s t a n t  I  
saw i t  I  knew t h a t  i t  was j u s t  what he and h i s  mother  
n eed ed  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e i r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  me. S in c e  
r e a d in g  th r o u g h  s e v e r a l  i s s u e s  ( s e v e r a l  c o u r t e s y  o f  
a s i s t e r  TV) I  have  g a in e d  much i n f o r m a t io n  and grow­
t h .  I  a l s o  l e a r n e d  o f  th e  v a r y in g  d e g r e e s  o f  TVism.
I  am more th a n  happy to  s a y  t h a t  w i t h  b o th  o f  us work­
in g  t o g e t h e r ,  our one body has r i s e n  to  th e  h i g h e s t  
l e v e l  o f  TVism, t h a t  b e in g  th e  group c a l l i n g  them­
s e l v e s  FPs. Though we as  o n e ,  a r e  a b o u t  th e  e q u i v ­
a l e n t  o f  n e o p h y t e s  on t h i s  l e v e l ,  I  know t h a t  Harry  
and I  s h a l l  n o t  rem ain  t h i s  way f o r  lo n g .  S in c e  
j o i n i n g  th e  FPE S o r o r i t y ,  I  have b een  p e s t e r i n g  
Harry to  go t o  a m e e t in g  o f  th e  l o c a l  chaper  b u t  due 
to  u n f o r e s e e n  t h i n g s  we have b een  u n a b le  to  make i t .  
H ow ever, i n  t im e ,  w e ' l l  g o .

SHEILA (5-M-9)
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Dear V i r g i n i a ,
I  have  j u s t  f i n i s h e d  r e a d in g  "A t r a n s v e s t i t e  

d e fe n d s  h u sb an d s i n  d r e s s e s , "  and have  b een  i n v i t e d  
t o  "Comment on th e  i d e a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s " ,
I  a c c e p t ,  g r a t e f u l l y ,  and thank y o u .

F i r s t ,  I  w i l l  o f f e r  a d i s c r i p t i o n  o f  m y s e l f  as  
I  have  good  r e a s o n s  f o r  i t ,  a s  you w i l l  s e e .  I

I  am a woman i n  my m id d le  f i f t i e s ,  w h i t e ,  n a t u r a l  
p l a t in u m - b lo n d e  h a i r  and b lu e  e y e s ,  5 f t .  5 i n .  t a l l ,  
h e a v y  s e t  b u t  n i c e l y  p r o p o r t i o n e d .  I  wear s i z e  28^ 
d r e s s e s ,  44  c b r a s ,  s i z e  10 h o s e ,  8-8^> s h o e s .  I  am- 
A m e r ic a n -b o r n ,  E n g l i s h  and I r i s h  d e s c e n t .  I  l o v e  
b e a u t i f u l  c l o t h e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s o f t ,  f l u f f y ,  l a c y  
l i n g e r i e  e c t .  But c a n ' t  a f f o r d  them.
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Now, what has a l l  t h i s  g o t  t o  do w i t h  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  
and F em m ip h il ia?  J u s t  t h i s :  I  a g r e e .  P l e a s e  l e t
me t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  why. I t ! s s im p le  en ough . I f  a 
man and a woman b o th  l o v e  b e a u t i f u l ,  fem m inine  
n d a i n t i e s " , and b o th  a r e  a b o u t  th e  same s i z e ,  i t  
s t a n d s  t o  r e a s o n  t h a t  our c l o s e t s  w i l l  be b u l g i n g  
w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g s  w h ich  we b o th  can  w ea r .  R ig h t?
I  h ave  no o b j e c t i o n s  to  "husbands i n  d r e s s e s "  as  
lo n g  as  he d oes  i t  i n  th e  p r i v a c y  o f  our own home.
In  f a c t  I  would welcom e i t  and l o v e  him t h e  more f o r  
i t .  In  d r e s s e s ,  he w ould be my d e a r e s t  l a d y - f r i e n d ,  
and i n  t r o u s e r s  he w ould  be my d e a r e s t  h u sb an d .

I  f u r t h e r  b e l i e v e  tha.t a man who i s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  fem m inine t h i n g s ,  w ould  be more t e n d e r  and g e n t l e  
i n  h i s  l o v e - m a k in g ,  and t h i s  i s  o f  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  
t o  a woman. A nother t h i n g  o f  im p o r ta n c e  i s  t h a t  he  
would a lw a y s  ta k e  c a r e  t h a t  he i s  c l e a n - s h a v e n  and 
n e a t  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  and m anners .  He 
would a l s o  be a s t e a d y  and r e l i a b l e  p r o v i d e r ,  and 
would want and have a b e a u t i f u l  home t o  "match" th e  
b e a u t i f u l  c l o t h e s .  I  would c o n s i d e r  m a y s e l f  v e r y  
lu c k y  in d e e d  t o  be m arr ied  t o  a F em m ep erso n a to r , and  
h i s  s e c r e t  w ould  be our s e c r e t ,  a l o n e .

I  would be v e r y  proud t o  have  our f r i e n d s  drop  
i n  and adm ire th e  l o v e l y  home w e 'd  have and a l l  th e  
b e a u t i f u l  c l o t h e s  t h a t  "my husband b o u g h t  f o r  me".
Y e s ,  he w ould g e t  a l l  th e  c r e d i t  as t h e y  w ould  t h i n k  
he d id  a l l  t h i s  j u s t  f o r  me. I t  i s  my w i s h  and my 
d e s i r e  t o o ,  t h a t  he l o v e  me above a l l  o t h e r  p e o p l e .

S ig n e d ,
A v e r y  much i n t e r e s t e d  woman

L E T T E R
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Dear Virginia,
S o r r y  t h a t  I  h a v e n ' t  w r i t t e n  to  you much s o o n e r .

I  f i n a l l y  r e c e i v e d  th e  p r i n t s  o f  our sem in ar  and am 
s e n d in g  two group p i c t u r e s .

I  c a n ' t  r e a l l y  e x p r e s s  i n  words how w o n d e r fu l  i t  
w a s ,  m e e t in g  you and a l l  th e  o t h e r  l o v e l y  g i r l s  and 
b e in g  a b l e  to  be a g i r l  am ongst o t h e r  g i r l s  i n  su ch  
a n i c e  way.

My GG, J e a n e t t e  and I ,  may have b een  p r e t t y  
q u i e t  p e o p le  d u r in g  th e  h e n - s e s s i o n s ,  b u t  I  g u e s s  
maybe w e 'r e  j u s t  good l i s t e n e r s .

C indy e n jo y e d  e v e r y  moment, l i v i n g  th e  l i f e  she  
d e s i r e s  and you  know V i r g i n i a ,  s i n c e  t h e n ,  Cindy i s  
c o m p l e t e l y  o u t  i n  th e  d a y l i g h t .  A f t e r  many t a l k s  
w i t h  C o r r in e  and D a r le n e ,  and a l s o  M a r ie ,  we w ent  
home M em orial Day, two v e r y  happy p e o p l e ,  w i t h o u t  
any f e a r s  or  a n x io u s  moments any more.

On a r r i v i n g  home J e a n e t t e  and I  d i s c u s s e d  "Cindy"  
w i t h  e a ch  o f  our k i d s ,  showed them p i c t u r e s  o f  Cindy  
and o f  o t h e r s  i n  T V ia , and r e a l l y  e x p l a i n e d  how Cindy  
came a b o u t  and l i v e d  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s .  They b o th  
t h in k  I  am okay i n  e v e r y  way. My so n  i s  16 y e a r s  o ld  
and d a u g h te r  i s  13 . Of c o u r s e ,  my so n  snooped  o c c ­
a s i o n a l l y  i n  my b e l o n g i n g s  and t r i e d  f i g u r i n g  o u t  
th e  s i t u a t i o n .  My d a u g h te r  d i s c o v e r e d  Cindy s e v e r a l  
t im e s  j u s t  b e f o r e  l a s t  Xmas, s l e e p i n g  i n  th e  p r e t t i e s t  
n i g h t i e s  ‘w i t h  h a i r  p i e c e  and a l l ;  t h a t  was w h i l e  my 
GG was i n  th e  h o s p i t a l .

Now Cindy i s  l i k e  a b ig  s i s t e r  to  h e r ,  and she  
t e l l s  me t h i n g s  and asked  q u e s t i o n s ,  t h a t  s h e ' s  
a f r a i d  to  a sk  h er  m other!

F a th e r s  Day came l a s t  Sunday, and j u s t  im ag in e  
w hat Chuck r e c e i v e d  as g i f t s !  A s e t  o f  v e r y  p r e t t y ,  
b r i g h t  y e l l o w  s h o r t y  p j ' s ( l a c e  and n y lo n )  p lu s  o t h e r  
d a i n t y  t h i n g s  l i k e  a n o th e r  p r e t t y  bra and s t o c k i n g s .
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So you can  s e e  C indy has  b een  a c c e p t e d  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  
t h i s  h o u s e .  Even th ou gh  Chuck i s  h e r e  m ost o f  th e  
t im e ,  I*m a lw a y s  b e in g  a sk ed  when i s  C indy g o in g  to  
g e t  d r e s s e d .  I  u s u a l l y  do one or  t w i c e  a w eek ,  j u s t  
i n  th e  h o u s e .  Of c o u r s e  I  do wear my p r e t t y  n i g h t i e s  
m ost o f  th e  t im e  to  b ed .

J e a n e t t e  and I  a r e  b o th  th a n k in g  you a g a i n  f o r  
th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  m e e t in g  you and l e a r n i n g  so  much 
ab ou t th e  S o r o r i t y  and our g r o u p .  Am k e e p in g  i n  mind 
a b ou t  w r i t i n g  e a ch  o f  our v ie w s  on FP*s and a b o u t  
Cindy* s a c c e p t e n c e .

T i l l  n e x t  t im e ,  I  r em a in ,

V ery  s i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

CINDY

Dear E d i t o r ,

When I  became aware o f  my t a s t e s  i n  c l o t h i n g ,  I  
n a t u r a l l y  s o u g h t  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  and p u rsu ed  s e v e r a l  
l i n e s  o f  i n q u i r y  b e f o r e  I  d i s c o v e r e d  y o u r  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n .  As th e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e ,  I  h ave  in f o r m a t i o n  
from v a r i o u s  g r o u p s ,  p s y c h o - a n a l y t i c ,  s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  
h i s t o r i c a l ,  e t c . . . F r e u d  had i d e a s  w h ic h  w ere u s e f u l  
and, o f  c o u r s e  you r  group added s u b s t a n t i a l l y  to  th e  
s t o r e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T r a n s v e s t i s m  i s  a t r i b u t e d  to  a lo n g  l i s t  o f  
c a u s e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a t r a n s c e n d in g  c o n c e p t  th r e a d e d  
th ro u g h  them a l l ,  and to  me t h i s  s u g g e s t s  so m e th in g  
w h ich  may be o f  v a l u e  to  e v e r y o n e .  I t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  a n e a r l y  u n i v e r s a l  s e x  p s y c h o - n e u r o s i s  e x i s t s  
and i s  m a n i f e s t  i n  r e g u l a r  p r e - o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  s e x  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  i n d i v i d u a l .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  i s  
im p o r ta n t  t h a t  s e x  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  be known f o r  p u r ­
p o s e s  o f  l o v e  making and r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  b u t  i t s  im p o r t -
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a n ce  i s  c e r t a i n l y  much l e s s  i n  a l l  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
y e t  by t r a d i t i o n  th e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  c l o t h e d ,  a lm o s t  
from b i r t h ,  i n  s u c h  a way t h a t  th e  s e x  o f  th e  p e r s o n  
can  be d e te r m in e d  a lm o s t  as  f a r  as  he can be s e e n .
Why? D o e s n ’ t  t h i s  i n d i c a t e  a f u n t i o n a l l y  abnormal  
p r e - o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  sex?

I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  more im p o r ta n t  t h a t  d o c t o r s  be 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from n o n - d o c t o r s ,  y e t  t h i s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
done w i t h  a p i e c e  o f  paper  or  an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  p i n ,  
or b o t h .  The same can  be s a i d  o f  Ph Ds and o t h e r s ,  
y e t  th e  i n a b i l i t y  to  t e l l  a t  a g l a n c e  i s  a p p a r e n t ly  
o f  no c o n c e r n :  A p in  or  a d ip lom a w i l l  do as  w e l l .

The a b i l i t y  t o  t e l l  s e x  by c l o t h i n g  worn s e r v e s  
to  a t t r a c t  men to  women, but  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  u n d e s i r ­
a b le  men a t  t i m e s ,  and i n  a few i n s t a n c e s  has been  
o f  i n j u r i o u s  or ev en  f a t a l  r e s u l t s  to  women.

What I  am a t t e m p t in g  to  do i s  la y  th e  f o u n d a t io n  
f o r  a s e p a r a t i o n  o f  s e x  i d e n t i t i e s  by ty p e s  o f  c l o t h ­
in g  worn. In  o t h e r  w o rd s ,  l e t  ea ch  p e r s o n  wear w h at­
e v e r  he p l e a s e s .  I f  b o th  s e x e s  were f r e e  to  wear 
h ig h  or  low h e e l s ,  so x  or n y l o n s ,  s k i r t s ,  c a p r i s ,  
b l o u s e s  or s h i r t s ,  e t c . ,  i t  would c o r r e c t  some o f  th e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  and g i v e  g r e a t e r  freedom  to  e v e r y o n e .
I t  seems to  me t h a t  th e  p u b l i c  would be more l i k e l y  
t o  a c c e p t  su ch  a t h in g  th an  i t  would to  a c c e p t  o u t ­
r i g h t  i m i t a t i o n  o f  f e m a le s  by m a le s ,  as  th e r e  i s  
a lw a y s  a d i s l i k e  f o r  d e c e i t ,  no m a t te r  how a l t r u i s t i c .  
I  am a f r a i d  t h a t  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  th e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  
t h e  m a le * i s  so  d e e p ly  i n g r a in e d  on r e l i g i o u s  grounds  
t h a t  th e  d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n c e p t  you are  a t t e m p t in g  
to  a t t a i n  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  w i l l  be v e r y  s lo w  i n  com ing.

Though I  have gone t o  o c c a s i o n a l  H a llo w een  
p a r t i e s  d r e s s e d  as  a g i r l  (and won p r i z e s  a t  th em ),
I  would d i s l i k e  h a v in g  to  do i t  a l l  th e  t im e .  The 
c l o t h i n g  i s  p r e t t y ,  b u t  i t  i s  hard t o  ta k e  c a r e  o f ,  
to o  h o t  d u r in g  th e  summer, and i t  t a k e s  to o  lo n g  to  
p u t  on and ta k e  o f f .  Make-up p r e s e n t s  th e  same s i t ­
u a t i o n :  A lth o u g h  i t  i s  c a p a b le  o f  s t r i k i n g  changes



in  o n e ' s  a p p e a r a n c e ,  c o n t i n u a l  p r a c t i c e  a p p ea rs  man­
d a t o r y ,  and i t  i s  t im e  consum ing .

L e f t  to  my own i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  I  f a v o r  v a r i e t y .  
Once i n  a w h i l e  I  would go to  f u l l  costum e a t  e i t h e r  
e x trem e,  b u t  m ost o f  th e  t im e  c o m fo r t ,  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  
and my f e e l i n g s  o f  th e  moment would g o v e r n .  P ro b ­
a b ly  a c o m p o s i t e  costum e would p r e v a i l .  During warm 
w e a th e r ,  p erh a p s  s h i r t ,  berm udas, n y lo n s  and h e e l s  
fo r  lo u n g in g  a ro u n d ...............................
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THE AMERICAN MALE, by Myron B ren to n ;  Coward-McCann, 
New York; 233 pp + 12 b i b l i o  n o t e s  + 6 in d e x ;  (1 9 6 6 )

$ 5 .9 5

The s u b t i t l e  nA p e n e t r a t i n g  lo o k  a t  th e  m a s c u l ­
i n i t y  c r i s i s "  i s  q u i t e  d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  th e  c o n t e n t s .  
B ren ton  i s  n o t  th e  f i r s t  a u th o r  to  r e c o g n i z e  th e  
s t a t e  o f  c r i s i s  now a p p r o a c h in g  f u l l  b loom , b u t  h i s  
i s  c e r t a i n l y  th e  c l e a r e s t  v o i c e  y e t  heard  on th e  
s u b j e c t .  C om parison w i t h  "The F em in in e  M ystiq u e"  
and "The Second Sex" i s  i n e v i t a b l e  -  b u t  p r o b a b ly  
u s e l e s s ,  as  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  p rob lem  o f  th e  male i s  
n o t  o n ly  o p p o s i t e  t o  b u t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  s c o p e  from  
t h a t  o f  th e  woman. The g i r l s  a r e  m e r e ly  t r y i n g  to  
r i s e  i n t o  e q u a l i t y ;  th e  men have th e  more d e l i c a t e  
and w orr isom e t a s k  o f  c l im b in g  down from an e x c e s s ­
i v e  emminence on w h ich  t h e i r  f o r e - f a t h e r s *  f a l s e  
p r id e  p la c e d  them. (Anyone who has w atched  a k i t t e n  
l e a r n i n g  t o  c l im b  t r e e s  w i l l  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  
d i f f i c u l t y  o f  d e s c e n t ! )

T h is  book m igh t a lm o s t  b@ a s e q u e l  to"The Dan­
g e r o u s  Sex" r e c e n t l y  r e v ie w e d  h e r e ,  a s  i t  s t a r t s  
from th e  b a s i s  o f  male d i s l i k e  and f e a r  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  
f e m in in e .  I t  th e n  g o e s  on to  show th e  damage t h i s  
p a t r i a r c h a l  a t t i t u d e  has done to  th e  men t h e m s e l v e s .  
In  f a c t ,  th e  q u o t a t i o n  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  l a s t  
c h a p te r  (V I I )  w ould have done much t o  enhance  t h e  
e a r l i e r  book . I t  s a y s ,  i n  e s s e n c e ,  t h a t  men have  
a lw ays  f e a r e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  f a i r  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  
women as th e y  have f e l t  ( w i t h  r e a s o n )  t h a t  t h e  o n ly  
way to  break  e v en  w i t h  th e  b i o l o g i c a l l y  s u p e r i o r  s e x  
was w i t h  a s t a c k e d  deck!  A g a in ,  r e t r e a t  from t h i s  
p o s i t i o n  w i l l  be p a i n f u l ,  b u t  th e  l o s s  o f  m ost o f  
th e  e x c u s e s  f o r  m u s c le - b a s e d  " s u p e r i o r i t y "  makes i t



i n e v i t a b l e a n d  s o o n .

The a u th o r  d e s e r v e s  g r e a t  c r e d i t  f o r  e m p h a s iz ­
in g  th e  w e a k n e ss  o f  F r e u d ia n  t h e o r y ,  and th e  im p o r t ­
a n c e  o f  t h e  more modern c o n c e p t s  o f  f e m i n i n i t y  i n  
men and v i c e  v e r s a .  (H is  d e f l a t i o n  o f  th e  P la y b o y  
im age o f  m a s c u l i n i t y  i s  a l s o  a j o y  t o  b e h o ld ,  and 
s h o u ld  be r e p r o d u c e d  on e v e r y  Bunny*s c o s tu m e ! )  H is  
t h e s i s  i s  t h a t ,  i n  a r e a s o n a b l e  s o c i e t y ,  no one need  
be d o m in a ted  n or  d o m in a t in g  on a f u l l - t i m e  b a s i s .
The i d e a l  f a m i l y  i s  p i c t u r e d  as an e v e r - s h i f t i n g  
b a la n c e  o f  a u t h o r i t y ,  w i t h  e a c h  p e r s o n  w i l l i n g  and 
a b l e  t o  ta k e  t h e  l e a d  i n  h i s  or  h er  a r e a s  o f  com p et­
e n c e .  T h is  f l e x i b i l i t y  rem inds me o f  what I  s e e  i n  
th e  h a p p ie r  TV h o u s e h o l d s ,  where th e  w i f e  n o t  o n ly  
t o l e r a t e s  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  p e r i o d i c  s p e l l s  o f  f e m i n i n i t y ,  
b u t  t a k e s  them i n  a m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  way. The s i t u a t i o n  
he d e s c r i b e s  c o r r e s p o n d s  i n  d e p th  w i t h  my a d v ic e  to  
"Make f r i e n d s  w i t h  y o u r  w i f e - - i f  p o s s i b l e . "  T h i s ,  
s a y s  th e  a u t h o r ,  i s  th e  way to  t r u e  m a n l in e s s  o f  a 
k in d  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  a l l  th e  p r o p p in g -u p  r i t ­
u a l s  n eed ed  t o  s u s t a i n  th e  f r a g i l e  c o n c e p t  o f  p a t ­
r i a r c h a l  m a s c u l i n i t y .

I  am tem p ted  t o  r ea d  t o o  much i n t o  page 2 1 3 ,  
where he  s a y s ,  " o n ly  when e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  o f  e i t h e r  
s e x  l e a r n s ,  i n  a s e n s e ,  t o  a c t  o u t  th e  o t h e r ' s  r o l e s ,  
ca n  t h e  two s e x e s  r e a l l y  and e s s e n t i a l l y  communicate  
w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r . "  Could he be a d v o c a t in g  c r o s s ­
d r e s s i n g  as  a s o r t  o f  f a m i l y  p sy c h o th e r a p y ?  I  f e a r  
n o t ;  he  m e n t io n s  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  o n l y  o n c e ,  and th en  
i n  no v e r y  f l a t t e r i n g  way. S t i l l ,  I  c a n n o t  h e lp  b u t  
f e e l  t h a t  our way o f  l i f e  i s  b a s i c a l l y  i n  a cco rd  w i t h  
h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  -  and t h a t  th e  "hard man i n  a hard  
h at"  w i l l  be a l l  th e  b e t t e r  husband f o r  b e in g  a 
" l a d y  t o  t h e  f i n g e r t i p s "  a few  h ou rs  a week. So 
ta k e  t h a t  $5 y ou  sa v e d  on "The D is a p p e a r in g  Sexes"  
and i n v e s t  i t  h e r e ;  you  need  t h i s  book f a r  more 
th a n  you  do t h a t  new p u r s e !



'lle U d m
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by Virginia
A lth o u g h  my v a c a t i o n  i n  H aw aii  l a s t  y e a r  seemed  

a lm o s t  to o  good to  be t r u e ,  my b e in g  t h e r e  t h i s  y e a r  
was no l e s s  s o .  A f t e r  th e  t u r m o i l ,  w o r r i e s ,  e x p e n s e s  
and what n o t  o f  t h i s  p a s t  y e a r  i t  was a r e a l  b l e s s i n g .  
There w ere t im e s  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  y e a r  when I  t r u l y  
d i d n ' t  know w h eth er  I  was g o in g  t o  make i t  o r  n o t .  I  
mean r e a l l y .  I  was so  h u r t  by what was b e in g  done t o  
me, so  e x a s p e r a t e d  a t  th e  i n j u s t i c e s  p r a c t i c e d  on me 
and p h y s i c a l l y  t i r e d  from t r y i n g  to  k eep  two b u s i n ­
e s s e s  g o in g  w h i l e  a l l  th e  r e s t  was g o in g  on t h a t  t h e r e  
w ere t im e s  when i t  a l l  seemed j u s t  t o o  much.

But to d a y  t h a t  a l l  seem s s o  f a r  away n o t  o n l y  i n  
t im e and d i s t a n c e  b u t  a s  a human e x p e r i e n c e .  I 'm  
w r i t i n g  th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t  a t  t h e  H a n a le i  
P l a n t a t i o n  on th e  i s l e  o f  K auai i n  H a w a i i .  L ook ing  
o u t  o v e r  th e  q u i e t  g r e e n  h i l l s  and th e  p e a c e f u l  bay  
and c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  g o r g e o u s  room makes a l l  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r  v e r y  r e m o te ,  e v en  im p r o b a b le ,  and t h a t  i s  w hat  
I  have need ed  f o r  a lo n g  t im e .  But l e t ' s  go  b ack  t o  
th e  b e g i n n i n g .

I  l e f t  L .A . v i a  PanAm on Nov. 1 s t .  a b o u t  11 A.M. 
and a r r i v e d  i n  H o n o lu lu  a b o u t  2 ; 3 0  t h e i r  t im e  a f t e r  
an u n e v e n t f u l  f l i g h t  e x c e p t  f o r  a w o n d e r fu l  m e a l ,  
champagne and a l l .  I  c a n ' t  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  ways o f  
a i r l i n e s  b u t  i t  seem s t h a t  on t h i s  one f l i g h t  o n l y ,  
you can go economy and g e t  t o u r i s t  s e r v i c e  w h ic h  i n ­
c l u d e s  a m ea l .  I  d i d n ' t  g e t  any l a s t  y e a r ,  so  t h i s  
was g r e a t .  I f  any o f  you  p la n  t o  go  t o  H aw aii  r e ­
member t h i s .

L a s t  y e a r  I  was a M a la h in i  w h ic h  i s  H a w a iia n  f o r  
a v i s i t o r ,  a f i r s t  t im e r .  T h is  t im e ,  w h i l e  n o t  e x a c t l y
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a r e s i d e n t  I  b egan  t o  q u a l i f y  a s  a Kamaaina. The 
r i d e  i n  from th e  a i r p o r t  seemed v e r y  f a m i l i a r  from  
l a s t  y e a r .  I  s t a y e d  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  h o t e l  t h i s  t i m e - -  
th e  R e e f  Towers f o r  any who have b e e n  i n  H o n o lu lu  -  
and had a b e a u t i f u l  b i g  room. G oing o u t  o n to  K alakau  
A venue, w h ic h  i s  th e  main drag o f  W a ik ik i ,  e v e r y t h in g  
seemed l i k e  j u s t  th e  day b e f o r e .  I t  was l i k e  waking  
up on Monday m orning and g o in g  back  t o  w here you  l e f t  
o f f  on F r id a y .  The sh o p s  were t h e  sam e, th e  e v e r  
p r e s e n t  r a c k s  o f  MuuMuus and A loha s h i r t s  f o r  th e  
men were j u s t  a s  b e f o r e .  E v e r y th in g  was j u s t  as  I  
l e f t  i t  l a s t  y e a r .  Even th e  " s a l e "  s i g n s  were i d e n t ­
i c a l .  I  f e l t  t h a t  I  had r e a l l y  n e v e r  b een  g o n e .

One o f  our number l i v e s  in  H o n o lu lu  and asked  me 
t o  c a l l  him when I  a r r i v e d .  I  d id  so  and he v e r y  
g r a c i o u s l y  showed me around p a r t s  o f  th e  i s l a n d  t h a t  
I  had n o t  s e e n  l a s t  y e a r .  He i s  an a c c o m p lis h e d  
s u r f e r  and as  we came upon a l i t t l e  bay i n  w h ich  
s e v e r a l  s u r g e r s  were p r a c t i c i n g  t h e i r  p a s t im e  he t o l d  
me a few  t h i n g s  a b o u t  s u r f i n g .  H is  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
a b o u t  i t  were v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  and had su c h  broad  
c o n n o t a t i o n s  t h a t  I  am g o in g  t o  r e s e r v e  them as th e  
s u b j e c t  f o r  a s e p a r a t e  V i r g i n  Views i n  a f u t u r e  i s s u e  
t o  a v o id  making t h i s  column to o  l o n g .  N e e d le s s  to  
s a y  I  was v e r y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  o f  h i s  k in d n e s s  i n  show­
in g  me around and i n  t a k in g  me t o  and from th e  a i r ­
p o r t  when I  w en t t o  K a u a i .

I  made two new f r i e n d s  t h e r e  t o o .  In  TVia #41  
I  m en tio n ed  m e e t in g  a w o n d e r fu l  m i n i s t e r  and h i s  w i f e  
i n  San F r a n c i s c o .  I  had asked  t h i s  man who i n  H aw aii  
was d o in g  a s i m i l a r  p i e c e  o f  work and he gave  me a 
name. (Any o f  our r e a d e r s  i n  H aw aii  who would l i k e  
t o  c o n t a c t  him may w r i t e  to  me f o r  th e  n am e.)  I  
c a l l e d  t h i s  man, t o l d  him I  was a f r i e n d  o f  h i s  
f r i e n d  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  and t h a t  I  would l i k e  to  m eet  
him . He a rra n g ed  t o  come down and p i c k  me up and 
ta k e  me up to  h i s  home where I  met h i s  w i f e .  I  p l a y ­
ed i t  s t r a i g h t  as  j u s t  a v i s i t i n g  woman f r i e n d  o f  
h i s  f r i e n d  f o r  a b o u t  a ' h a l f  an hour and th e  v i s i t  
was q u i t e  f r i e n d l y  b u t  somewhat o r d in a r y .  Then I  g o t
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around t o  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  TV and my work and f i n a l l y  
t o l d  them a b o u t  m y s e l f .  T h is  a lm o s t  f l o o r e d  them  
b u t  t h e  e v e n in g  r e a l l y  g o t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a f t e r  t h a t  
and none o f  us f e l t  l i k e  b r e a k in g  i t  o f f  i n  th e  wee 
h o u rs  b u t  we d i d .  On th e  way back  to  th e  h o t e l  he  
a sk e d  me i f  I  w ould  be w i l l i n g  to  ta p e  a TV s e s s i o n  
f o r  him and i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  have lu n c h e o n  w i t h  a 
group o f  h i s  young and p r o g r e s s i v e  f e l l o w  m i n i s t e r s  
on my r e t u r n  from K a u a i .  I  a g r e e d  to  b o t h .

The next day I took off for Kauai--finally--.
I  have n e v e r  s e e n  su c h  r a i n  as came down t h a t  morning  
Vfy f r i e n d  c o u ld  h a r d ly  s e e  th e  road to  d r i v e  me to  
th e  a i r p o r t  and th e  p la n e  was an hour l a t e  ta k in g  
o f f .  But we d id  make i t  and f i n a l l y  la n d ed  on K auai.  
I  was w a lk in g  a lo n g  toward th e  b a ggage  a rea  and p a s t  
th e  men from th e  v a r i o u s  t o u r in g  s e r v i c e s .  One was 
c a l l i n g  o u t  p a s s e n g e r  n a m e s - - J o n e s ,  W h ite ,  "Bruce"!
I  tu rn ed  t o  him and s a i d  I  was V i r g i n i a  B ru ce .  (For  
t r a v e l i n g ,  l e c t u r e s ,  c r e d i t  c a r d s  e t c .  I  u se  th e  
name Bruce i n s t e a d  o f  P r i n c e )  #He had my name on th e  
l i s t  f o r  Coco Palms H o t e l  where I  was t o  s t a y .  Then 
he remembered me from l a s t  y e a r  much t o  my s u r p r i s e .  
He h a n d le d  my 4 motor t r i p s  b e tw e e n  h o t e l s  and a i r ­
p o r t  w h i l e  I  was t h e r e  and g a v e  me a f i n a n c i a l  b reak  
on e a c h  o f  them. Each t im e  i t  w a s ,  " h oney" , "dear"  
o r  " d a r l i n 1" and he was v e r y  s e l i c i t o u s .  You can  
a l l  im a g in e  t h a t  t h i s  k in d  o f  a t t e n t i o n  annoyed m e--  
you  can  im a g in e  t h a t  i f  you  want t o ,  b u t  y o u 'd  be 
n u t s .  N a t u r a l l y  I  lo v e d  i t .  Anyway he g o t  me to  
Coco P a lm s.

I stayed there about 8 days and enjoyed it great 
ly. They have a nice library and I read the history 
of the islands, dipped briefly into the anthropology 
of the original Hawaiians, and other things. I took 
a Hula lesson by myself--just the teacher and I-- 
and she said I did very well. It is an interesting 
challenge to learn to use the muscles, bones, and 
joints of your body in entirely new ways, not just 
the hula motions themselves, but in an attempt to 
loosen up, be more flexible and move with grace which



m ales do n o t  d o . J u s t  one o f  th e  l o s t  ( t o  th e  m a le )  
a r t s .  I t  r a in e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  on K auai t o o ,  so  f o r  
so m eth in g  to  do I  p u t  on my b a t h in g  s u i t  and my 
sh o c k in g  p in k  ( l i k e  t h e  s u i t )  b e a c h  d r e s s - - a  t e r r y  
c l o t h  a f f a i r  t o  wear o v e r  a w et  b a t h in g  s u i t ,  a r a i n  
b o n n e t  c o v e r e d  by a wind s c a r f  and top p ed  w i t h  a b i g  
s tr a w  b ea ch  h a t  a l s o  p in k .  I  to o k  by p a r a s o l  w h ich  
ea ch  room i s  e q u ip p ed  w i t h ,  and i n  t h i s  g e t  up d e ­
c id e d  to  go w ading  i n  th e  o c e a n  i n  th e  r a i n .  I  had  
a w o n d e r fu l  t im e ,  p ic k e d  up a few  i n t e r e s t i n g  p i e c e s  
o f  d r i f t w o o d  and as a w a lk in g  p in k  a p p a r i t i o n  f r i g h t ­
ened a few  hardy  f i s h e r m e n  and a few  amazed d r i v e r s  
on th e  road  t h a t  runs r i g h t  a lo n g  th e  b e a c h .  But i t  
was g r e a t  fu n ,  t y p i c a l l y  f e m in in e  f o o l i s h n e s s  and 
why n o t ,  I  came o u t  t h e r e  to  l e t  go  and be V i r g i n i a  
so  I  d id  and I  w as .

Each n i g h t ,  b e c a u s e  I  was a lo n g  term  g u e s t ,  I  
was i n v i t e d  to  th e  c o c k t a i l  p a r t y  g i v e n  by th e  man­
a g e r .  At one o f  t h e s e  I  met a handsome b lo n d e  young  
man who was a l s o  a l o n e .  He was a w r i t e r  and as I  had 
m entioned  so m eth in g  a b o u t  coming t h e r e  to  w r i t e  I  
was b i l l e d  as a w r i t e r  to o  i n  th e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and 
had to  back o u t  o f  t h a t  a b i t  as  I  w a s n ' t  i n  a p o s ­
i t i o n  to  sa y  what I  was w r i t i n g .  Anyway we g o t  on  
w e l l  and had d in n e r  t o g e t h e r  2 or  3 t i m e s - d u t c h - a s  
i t  was no fu n  e a t i n g  a l o n e .  We a l s o  a s s a y e d  a 3 
m ile  h ik e  t o g e t h e r  up b eh in d  th e  h o t e l  t o  t h e  O paikaa  
( O - p a - e - k a - a )  F a l l s .  He to o k  th e  p i c t u r e  o f  me 
p r in t e d  h e r e .  I  a l s o  a c q u ir e d  on t h i s  h ik e  a s e m i ­
perm anent, n o n - w i l t i n g ,  p r e t t y  p in k  l e i .  N am ely,  
a c i r c l e  o f  sunburn  above my d r e s s  l i n e  and b e lo w  
my h a i r .  I  g o t  a good c o o k in g  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  Funny 
t h i n g - - i t  seems you  c a n ' t  g e t  away from you r  n e i g h ­
b o rs  no m a t te r  where you  t r a v e l .  T h is  chap tu rn ed  
o u t  to  l i v e  up on th e  top  o f  th e  same h i l l  on w h ich  
I  l i v e  and d r i v e s  up and down my s t r e e t  e v e r y  d ay .
Of c o u r s e  he d i d n ' t  know what was what r e :  V i r g i n i a ,  
b u t  i t  was amusing t h a t  he s h o u ld  be so  c l o s e .  Some­
day I 'm  g o in g  t o  v i s i t  him as C h a r le s  and "blow  h i s  
mind" as th e  h i p s t e r s  s a y ,  by t e l l i n g  him.

As I  i n d i c a t e d  i n  th e  l a s t  i s s u e  one o f  my



r e a s o n s  f o r  g o in g  t o  H aw aii  b e s i d e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  I  
l o v e  i t  t h e r e ,  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  I  w anted  t o  s t a r t  
work on my b o o k . I  was a good g i r l  and d id  work on 
i t  t o  th e  e x t e n t  o f  a b o u t  50 p a g e s  t y p e d .  I*m d o in g  
i t  a s  an a u to b io g r a p h y  w i t h  p h i l o s o p h y  and id e a s  
a n e n t  TV throw n i n  as t h e y  d e v e lo p e d  w i t h  me. I  have  
g o t t e n  a s  f a r  as  th e  P o s t  O f f i c e  p rob lem s o f  ab ou t  
5 y e a r s  ago  w h ic h  th e  o l d e r  r e a d e r s  w i l l  r e c a l l .  But 
I  a l s o  p r o o f  r e a d  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  r e v i s e d  Wives  
book and b e g a n  c o m p i l in g  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  on a b ou t 50 
more q u e s t i o n a i r e s ,  s o  you  s e e  I  d id  some work as I  
p r o m is e d .  I  r e g r e t  t h a t  my a b s e n c e  d e la y e d  my m a i l  
h a n d l in g  b u t  i t  c o u l d n ' t  be h e l p e d ,  I  had t o  g e t  
away.

W e l l ,  t o  c u t  th e  s t o r y  a l i t t l e  s h o r t e r ,  I  w a n t­
ed t o  s e e  some o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  i s l a n d  so  I  went  
to  H a n a le i  on th e  n o r t h  s h o r e  f o r  two days b u t  i t  was 
t o o  e x p e n s i v e ,  t o o  l o n e l y  and t o o  l i t t l e  to  do so  I  
t r a n s f e r r e d  m y s e l f  t o  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  to  a l i t t l e  
p l a c e  c a l l e d  P e ip u  B ea ch . T here I  e n jo y e d  swimming 
a c o u p le  o f  t im e s  and r e n t i n g  one o f  t h e s e  F i b e r g l a s s  
s u r f b o a r d - l i k e  t h i n g s  w i t h  a g l a s s  p l a t e  i n  i t  so  
t h a t  you  can  swim o u t  and w a tc h  th e  f i s h  on th e  b o t ­
tom. Had a l o t  o f  fu n  d o in g  t h a t  and g a t h e r e d  about  
5 s h a d e s  o f  ta n  i n  one h o u r .  Im m e d ia te ly  a f te r w a r d  
I  was j u s t  swimming i n  th e  bay i n  f r o n t  o f  th e  h o t e l  
when a n o th e r  woman came i n  and I  s t r u c k  up a c o n v e r ­
s a t i o n  w i t h  h e r .  The u p s h o t  o f  i t  was t h a t  we d e ­
c i d e d  t o  r e n t  a c o u p le  o f  b i c y c l e s  t h a t  a f t e r n o o n  
and r i d e  up th e  c o a s t  t o  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  th e  s p o u t in g  
h o r n .  The w a te r  runs  i n  a t u n n e l  i n  th e  la v a  and the  
end o f  i t  i s  open  t o  t h e  top  so  th e  w a te r  s q u i r t s  up 
l i k e  Old F a i t h f u l  accom panied  by a low  r o a r  l i k e  a 
tu b a .  The fu n  o f  t h i s  r i d e  was th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was 
t h e  f i r s t  t im e  I  had r id d e n  a g i r l ' s  b ik e  i n  a s k i r t .  
I t  was t o o  h o t  and humid f o r  c a p r i s .  Of c o u r s e ,  the  
s k i r t  w ould  r i d e  up my l e g s  as  I  p e d d le d  and as i t  
was much to o  s t i c k y  t o  wear a s l i p  I  j u s t  had on some 
l a c y  p a n t i e s .  T h is  e v i d e n t l y  p r o v id e d  a somewhat 
p r o v o c a t i v e  v i e w  t o  t h e  male m o t o r i s t s  d r i v i n g  toward 
u s .  T h is  o f  c o u r s e  amused me no end . Men! Sometimes
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I wonder how women have put up with them except for 
necessity for the last several thousand years. Any­
way the bike ride was great fun but very perspiring 
in the heat.

The swimming incidentally needs a word of ex­
planation. No bathing cap really keeps the water 
out and water will of course ruin the set of a wig. 
My solution was to take an old wig that didn't have 
much life left in it, put it on and pin it on well 
and then put the bathing cap on before leaving the 
room. With the ear flaps up there was considerable 
hair showing which was appropriate for on the beach 
wear. But when going in the water with the flaps 
down most of the hair is tucked in like you intended 
to but a few wisps are left out just for effect.
Don11 take the cap off when you come out, just turn 
the flaps up. Any decent cap fits too tight to be 
able to take it off without removing the wig too.

Finally came the beginning of the home trip 
which meant going back to Honolulu. That night I 
was picked up by my minister friend and his wife and 
we went to the TV studio. At this point we had a 
kind of first, a "TV on TV". Others may have talked 
about it in the masculine role, but I was there as 
Virginia and was interviewed for about 20 minutes 
before I was asked what personal interest I had in 
the field--it had all been professional before that-- 
and I dropped to my masculine voice and confessed 
all. I learned later that the engineer who had been 
monitering it in the control room nearly blew his 
mind when I revealed myself. We covered the subject 
rather completely starting with my Hawaiian paper for 
the psychiatrists last year and going thru the mag­
azine, the philosophy, FPE, and my personal experi­
ences and feelings after my own TVism had been re­
vealed. The tape will be shown on both commercial 
and educational stations in Honolulu. It's a begin­
ning and a good place to start, because it is some­
what disconcerting to have that mike around your neck 
(it obscured my nice cleavage-darn it) and having



2 or 3 b i g  earners p o k in g  t h e i r  n o s e s  a t  y o u .  J u s t  
as w e l l  t o  have  th e  e x p e r i e n c e  where th e  a u d ie n c e  i s  
somewhat l i m i t e d  i n s t e a d  o f  on some show t h a t  m ig h t  
go o v e r  a n e tw o r k .  I  t h in k  I  can  h a n d le  t h e  l a t t e r  
now and as  a m a t te r  o f  f a c t  I  t h in k  th e  t im e  i s  a b o u t  
r i p e  f o r  i t .  Any way i t  came o f f  w e l l .

Then n e x t  day we had th e  lu n c h e o n .  There w ere  
14 o f  u s - - o n e  GG. I  t a l k e d  f o r  a b o u t  an hour a b o u t  
Sex and Gender and f i n a l l y  g o t  t o  th e  p o i n t  by e x ­
p l a i n i n g  t h a t  p erh ap s  th e  b e s t  way to  i l l u s t r a t e  w hat  
I  had j u s t  s a i d  was t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  w ere  14  
i n  th e  room b u t  w h i l e  t h e r e  w ere 13 m a les  and 1 f e ­
m ale t h e r e  w ere o n l y  12 men and two women. I  l e t  
t h a t  s i n k  i n  f o r  a w h i le  and th e n  c o n f e s s e d  a l l .  They  
w ere a l l  m ost i n t e r e s t e d ,  a sk ed  l o t s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  
and commented t h a t  t h e y  had l e a r n e d  much from  th e  
m e e t in g .  I  hope I  n o t  o n l y  t o l d  them t h i n g s  s p e c i ­
f i c a l l y  a b o u t  TVism, b u t  more th a n  t h a t  I  t h in k  I  
p r o v id e d  some i n s i g h t s  f o r  them i n t o  some a s p e c t s  
o f  human e x i s t a n c e  t h a t  th e y  had n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  had  
o c c a s i o n  to  g i v e  much th o u g h t  t o .  I t  was a l o t  o f  
fu n .  There a r e  a l o t  o f  y o u n g , d e d i c a t e d ,  s o c i a l l y  
aware young m i n i s t e r s  a b o u t  who f e e l  th e  n eed  t o  r e ­
l a t e  t h e m s e lv e s  mre to  s o c i e t y  as  i t  i s  th a n  a s  i t  
i s  h y p o c r i t i c a l l y  su p p o sed  t o  be  by m ost  o f  th e  o l d e r  
m iddle  c l a s s ,  and c o m p la c e n t  c h u r c h g o in g  t y p e s .
These men can  and s h o u ld  be r e a c h e d .  I f  you  w ant t o  
do so m eth in g  f o r  th e  c a u s e  lo o k  up one i n  some Church  
( t r y  th e  U n i t a r i a n s )  n e a r  you  and t a l k  t o  h im . Use  
a f i c t i c i o u s  name i f  you  w i s h  b u t  t r y  y o u r s e l f  o u t  
on him. I f  he i s  i n t e r e s t e d  you  can  d o u b t l e s s  g e t  
him to  g e t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some o f  h i s  p e e r s  i n  o t h e r  
ch u r c h e s  and you  w i l l  be on y ou r  way. L o ts  more o f  
you s h o u ld  be o u t  i n  th e  f i e l d  w ork in g  on t h i s  p r o ­
b lem  i f  we a r e  e v e r  g o in g  to  g e t  an yw h ere . E very  
o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  i s ,  why a r e n ' t  we d o in g  i t ?

Well, the next day was Aloha day and I had to 
bid farewell to the islands, the friends, the relax­
ed time as Virginia and take off for home which I 
did. I had two more days after I got home before



V i r g i n i a  had t o  l e t  poor C h a r le s  o u t  o f  th e  c l o s e t .
So t h e r e  had b e e n  a f u l l  t h r e e  weeks as  V i r g i n i a ,  
s t a y i n g  i n  5 h o t e l s ,  on 4 p l a n e s ,  s e e i n g  th e  same 
p e o p l e  r e p e a t e d l y  and j u s t  b e in g  me. P e a c e ,  i t ' s  
w o n d e r f u l .  P oor C h a r le s ,  I  r e a l l y  g o t  e v en  w i t h  him  
f o r  a l l  th e  y e a r s  t h a t  he k e p t  me cooped  up. But  
when I  l e t  him o u t  he was h i s  o ld  s e l f  w i t h  no l e f t ­
o v e r s  o f  me. R e g a r d le s s  o f  what th e  d e t r a c t o r s  o f  
th e  d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n c e p t  may s a y ,  i t  i s  t r u e ,  
and i t  d o e s  w ork. T h e ir  prob lem  i s  s im p ly  th e  same 
as th e  o r d in a r y  p e r s o n - - t h e y  c a n n o t  g r a sp  t h a t  w h ich  
th e y  have  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d .

I  would  l i k e  t o  c l o s e  w i t h  th e  comment t h a t  I  
r e l a t e  my e x p e r i e n c e s  l i k e  t h i s  b e c a u s e  I  t h in k  t h a t  
many o f  you  e n j o y  l i v i n g  them v i c a r i o u s l y .  I  do n o t  
w r i t e  o f  them f o r  th e  p u r p o se  o f  b r a g g in g  t h a t  " I  
d id  t h i s  or  t h a t " .  N e i t h e r  do I  do so  i n  th e  s e n s e  
o f  t r y i n g  to  s e t  any o f  you an exam ple  to  go and do 
l i k e w i s e .  P l e a s e  do n o t  s a y ,  " I f  sh e  can  do i t  so  
can  I" u n l e s s  y ou  a r e  r e a l l y  rea d y  th r u  y e a r s  o f  e x ­
p e r i e n c e .  I  would  f e e l  t e r r i b l y  i f  my a d v e n tu r e s  
s h o u ld  be ta k e n  as an exam ple t h a t  m ig h t  le a d  anyone  
e l s e  i n t o  t r o u b l e .  But i t  was w o n d e r fu l  and I  th o u g h t  
y o u 'd  l i k e  t o  l iv£__i.t  th r o u g h  me. Bye f o r  now,

VIRGINIA
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TV's welcome -

Call, write, or come in for consultation -

[Two Convenient Locations

in Glendale 
104 E. Broadway

in the Valley 
8526 Van Nuys Blvd. 

Panorama City 
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Hi Everybody!
Virginia's doubts regarding the spelling of our 

Buddhist Goddess were well founded. Further research 
-after becoming acquinted with this wonderful divin­
ity, turned out the following facts: there are two 
names for the goddess: one is Mandarin Chinese and 
the other Cantonese* Her name in Mandarin is spelled 
Kwan Yin, and in Cantonese it turns ou to be Kwun 
Yum. The latter is the most commonly heard in New 
York since the majority of the Chinese population 
here speaks Cantonese. Actually these spellings 
are a very relative thing inasmuch as they are att­
empts to portray in our alphabet Chinese sounds that 
have no exact equivalent in English. From listening 
to Cantonese merchants in Chinatown one could very 
well spell her name: Run Yum instead of Kwun Yum. 
Anyway I lean towards Kwun Yum instead of the Mand­
arin form for the simple reason that Lili introduced 
me to the Cantonese name before, she told me about 
the Mandarin form.

So I'll refer to Kwun Yum from now on. Believe 
it or not, my last column about this Buddhist goddess 
has already started ripples of interest in some un­
suspected quarters: 1) several TV's have written or 
phoned to tell me that they knew about Kwun Yum from 
some time ago. Ruby, from California, tells me that 
she never goes anywhere without a print of Kwun Yum 
given to her in one of her trips to Japan by a sooth­
sayer who was aware Ruby was a TV. The soothsayer 
gave her the image stating that it would always pro­
tect her. And it seems to be working fine. Two 
other N.Y. TV's have already purchased statues of 
Kwun Yum and built little shrines for her at home.



Personally I was more than amazed to realize that 
I had been sleeping less than a yard away from Kwun 
Yum for the past ten years without being aware of 
this fact. How could that be? Simple. When Marie, 
Lili and I went to Chinatown to purchase a couple of 
statues of Kwun Yum, as soon as we saw the first one, 
Marie said, !,But we ¿o have her at home*” I thought 
she was kidding because I did not recolect ever see­
ing the goddess anywhere in our apartment. It turned 
out that a lamp that was purchased by Marie many 
years before she met me, is actually a statue of 
Kwun Yum. I had never noticed her face for the sim­
ple reason that it was partially covered by the lamp 
shade. The lamp is on a chest of drawers at arms 
length from my pillow. Lili’s comment was incisive: 
MNo wonder you are a successful TV. Kwun Yum has 
been protecting you all this time.” After that, my 
respect for Kwun Yum has grown enormously. And I 
can’t help but thank her every night just before I 
turn out the lights.

Another odd coincidence] At the recent Susanna!s 
birthday party, marvellously organized by Clarissa 
and Sheila, Clarissa proceeded to show me a beauti­
fully hand carved image of Kwun Yum. It seems that 
they have had her around the house for years I The 
temptation is awfully strong to start believeing, 
isn’t it? Anyway, I’m sending Virginia a polaroid 
shot of Kwun Yum (taken by Lili of course) in case 
she has space to display her for our readers.

A few days ago I received a phone call from an­
other reporter. It seems that he read about Kwun 
Yum in TVia #41 and his magazine wants him to write 
about Kwun Yum and Transvestism. So, here we go 
again. Let us hope that this interview will fare 
better than the previous one that was never published. 
Maybe the goddess will inspire the editor.

Now for a few thoughts inspired - not by our god­
dess - but by seeing TV’s in action at the resort.
I find myself getting into a great deal of argument



with Tv's who - in their eagerness to wear whatever 
girls are wearing these days - end up by sporting 
themselves in slacks. Their viewpoint is theoreti­
cally logical. "Girls wear slacks - I want to look 
and feel as a girl - so I'll wear them too." Be it 
as it may, it turns out that every TV I've ever known 
miserably fails in his attempts to emulate a girl 
when encased in slacks, toreador pants, pedal-pushers 
or knee-length shorts. And what is the reason for 
this failure? There are two obvious ones. 1) that 
his male anatomy from the waist down keeps on looking 
male when draped in slacks. The TV just hasn't got 
the buttocks and thighs a GG has, which are so plain­
ly in view when a GG wears pants. So, instead of 
camouflaging that part of his anatomy, all the TV 
does is to relinquish the opportunity to disguise it 
and simply underscores, to the eyes of the world, 
his masculinity in that area. Even hip and fanny 
padding fail in this case. The trouser leg, as it 
tapers down from the thigh inevitably shows the line 
where the padding ends and the skinnier area begins. 
Shorts are even worse. Since you can't wear stockings 
with them the plain horror of the knobby knees is 
left unmasked. Practically revolting, I say. 2) No 
matter how much my TV friends may believe that their 
walk is "just like a girl's", the truth of the matter 
is that very, very few capture the fluid female walk. 
This shortcoming is not too terribly obvious in skirts 
but the slacks-wearing TV ought to see himself strol­
ling about in pants! The stupid garment just does 
not seem to impart even a tiny amount of femininity 
to* his stride - and so he goes strolling along, as 
manfully as he does when going to the office in the 
morning! In other words, he is willfully handicapp­
ing himself. I say, why copy GG's in their attempts 
to imitate men...let's copy them at their best, not 
at their worst.

I was asked by a GG at my office a few weeks ago. 
what I thought of the new look, meaning suits with 
pants for GG's. I thought for a moment, searching 
for the most brutal answer I could give, and this is



what came out: MA girl who wears pants - is to me -
a girl who couldn’t make it as a woman and is now 
resorting subconsciously to a device which will only 
appeal to some latent homosexual whom trousers exert 
a magnetic attraction*" Needless to say the GG I 
was talking to was not exactly pleased with my answer, 
but that’s the way I feel. In other words, if a GG 
looks less feminine in pants, imagine what pants will 
do for a TV! I will never forget the spectacle of a 
TV who wore capri stretch pants while visiting some 
non-TV friends of ours! He looked so ludicrous that 
I was tempted to tell him to go to Casablanca first 
and then put on the capris! If a TV feels that he 
must wear such items I wish he’d do so in the privacy 
of his room, or in very limited TV company*..but 
never...never...in public. And this applies of course 
to bathing suits. That little front spot must be * 
somehow obliterated, otherwise FORGET IT! In a 
bathing suit he looks like the very devil, ridiculous, 
shocking, disgusting. And since I’m letting off 
steam...let me reapeat for the umpteenth time "watch 
your legs and thighs when you are sitting]" - It takes 
one second of forgetfulness to make a spectacle of 
yourself.*.One would think that this bit of advice 
had penetrated through the years and 42 issues of 
Transvestia, but it continues to happen over and over 
again. I think I’m going to fine $1.00 (one dollar- 
US currency) every TV I catch in a non-feminine sit­
ting pose. I’ll send these dollars to the FPE trea­
sury and I assure you we’ll have a fortune in less 
than a year. If the various chapters throughout the 
USA and abroad would institute this system of fines 
I think it might turn the trick. We’ll either be 
rich or we’ll have a bunch of TV’s who ¿o sit like 
ladies. And to start the ball rolling I hereby 
authorize any TV who catches Susanna sitting with 
her knees apart to collect from me $10. - payable to 
the FPE treasury.

I’ve also decided to copy-cat Virginia. She com­
plains that her statements and views have not evoked 
a concrete -written- response from the TV world. A



response which would make interesting reading in our 
magazine* How do you think I feel? I've blasted 
away at TV wives grading them from A-plus to F, just 
hoping I'd get some written reaction* Zero. I then 
teased and tweaked TV's on their weaknesses hoping 
to make them mad and fight back. Zero. I reached 
then deeper into a real touchy subject: children; 
and called them monsters, enemies and what-not.
Again hardly a ripple of reaction, a few comments in 
conversation, but nothing in writing that we could 
use for printing. I have now prodded the "pants 
wearers" - will this too evoke no reaction? - The 
only thing left now is to take one particular TV - 
one individual - describe her by name and proceed to 
tear her apart pointing out all her defects and none 
of her accomplishments. Of course I'd be running 
the risk of losing friends one by one - or having 
Virginia blue-pencil the whole thing. So, that's 
out. Any suggestions? But just for once, let me 
pick on one TV....and do a bit of criticizing...lets 
see....hmmm....Sheila? Nope...s*he just held such a 
lovely birthday party for me and if she got mad she 
might not remember me next year...You know what I 
got? A beautiful pair of Hanes Jewelites hose, 
golden mesh...a dream! And besides that, there was 
a fabulous set of Arpege cologne and perfume] To say 
nothing of a most delicious cake which Clarissa dis­
creetly topped with only 12 candles...and a punch 
from out-of-this-world...and other goodies...and 
even a kiss...so, Sheila as a subject for criticism 
is definitely out. See how objective and impartial 
I acn be? I'd better pick on somebody else: Kathy!
There's a good girl to work on...but, wait a minute... 
she bought me, not one but 4 birthday cards. The one 
I like best reads: "Happy birthday to a great per­
sonality. Hollywood ought to make the story of your 
life...that is if they could ever get it past the 
censors!" - And to top it all she also got me hose... 
and besides when I can't use my car to go to the re­
sort she gives me a ride...so, she's out as a target. 
Now take Lili...being Chinese she might not quite 
understand a bit of nastiness from me and I just might



b r in g  her  down a few  n o t c h e s  * . . b u t  a g a i n  sh e  a l s o  
remembered my b i r t h d a y  and b o u g h t  me a " w ir g in  w o o l  
d w ess1' ,  a b e a u t i f u l  t h in g  w h ich  I  w ore to  th e  p a r ty *  
Would I  have th e  h e a r t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  h e r  d e f e c t s ?
(which are many?) Definitely not* Add besides she's 
a doll* You know what she did when someone stole 
Kathy's precious TV possessions from her car which 
she had parked on Broadway and 104th St.? (A big 
suitcase containing a complete wardrobe, plus a 
terrific camera, and all her pictures*) Lili, pro­
ceeded then to quietly donate to Kathy all the Kathy 
pix she had plus an album to start a new collection. 
This will give you an idea of the many defects our 
Lili has.

I could go on, and on, and on without finding a 
TV I could nail down. So that leaves only two TV's 
to pick on...one is Virginia...Trouble is she's been 
the target of critics so often that I would be acc- 
ussed of lacking originality and besides, I like 
seeing this column in the pages of Transvestia..* so 
I'd better take a look at the last TV left: me* Let's 
see if I can criticize Susanna**.rip her apart*..Here 
she is poking cracks at everybody while she is safely 
hidden from other columnists who are yet to appear 
in the horizon***0n the other hand she is not so 
"safely" hidden* I recall reading in another TV 
publication, delightful tidbits about Susanna's 
"standoffish attitude" with the inevitable implicat­
ions that I am snobbish, vain, non-cooperative, etc.
I  adm it t o  one ta g :  " va in"*  Y e s ,  I  c e r t a i n l y  am*
I adore flattery and I usually feel I deserve it and 
I feel utterly demolished when some catty TV will 
call attention to the fact that some veins are beg­
inning to show in my right leg, or that my nose is 
too big, or that my voice is not as soft as I think 
it is* The ratsi (And the horrible part of it all 
is that they are right, but I just won't admit it to 
anyone, not even myself.)

Now you know th e  s e c r e t .  I f  you  w i s h  to  a v o id  
n a s t y  remarks from y o u r s  t r u l y  j u s t  k eep  t e l l i n g  me



what a gorgeous doll I am...that, plus my daily 
prayers to Kwun Yum, ought to put me at the top of 
the list for another crack at being cover girl once 
more in a future issue of Transvestia. We*11 entitle 
it MHow to grow younger gracefully"....at least that 
is my wish for all of us in the year to come. May 
1967 be a better year for femininity in our indiv- 
ual lives, and may we find a lttle more acceptance, 
tolerance and understanding in this society of ours.

Have a happy and girlish New Year]

SUSANNA



r
Nearly two years ago in TVia #31 I asked Sheila 

to review a book called "The Feminine Mystique" by 
Betty Friden. In the Virgin Views editorial of that 
issue I discussed this book and the implications that 
it had for males in general and TVs in particular.
In that editorial on page 83 I called for someone to 
write a book on "The Masculine Mystique". Somebody 
did and again I called on Sheila to review it which 
she has very nicely done and done very nicely. And 
again I wish to devote my column this time to a fur­
ther discussion of this book, "The American Male" by 
Myron Brenton. Don't fail to read it!

The seven chapters of it bear revealing names, 
I'll list them as a kind of trick to get you to read 
it. They are; "The Male in Crisis"; "The Masculin­
ity Trap"; "Notes on the 'Feminization' of Society"; 
"Back to the Good Old Days--The Patriarchal Ifyth";
"The Paradox of the Contemporary American Father"; 
"Potency and the Sexual Revolution"; and "New Ways 
to Manliness". There, do they fascinate you? They 
ought to, because all through this book written cer­
tainly by a person not promoting TV are many gems 
of insight into the very problems that we are concern­
ed with. Having read my offerings many times, you, 
as readers of TVia, will understand why I became 
impressed with this book when I found it, saying in 
slightly different language and in different context 
many of the things that I've been hammering on for 
a long time. For instance; "Human beings have an 
enormous range of possibilities in terms of traits 
and in the ability to play roles of all kinds. These 
possibilities are severely foreshortened by the pro­
cess of sex differentiation too ridgidly applied and 
by masculinity and femininity too narrowly defined." 
or, "It's one thing to state that every person con­
tains both masculine and feminine components. This 
is just a different way of asserting that every per­



son has the potential to express all the traits we 
now ascribe separately to each sex, with society 
stressing some characteristics at the expense of 
others. It's quite another thing to say in effect, 
"You're a sensitive, intuitive man? Brother, there 
must be a lot of woman in you. You're an artist, a 
writer, a minister, a psychologist? Brother, the 
female is showing I'1 The underlines are mine because 
this is exactly what I've been saying word for word 
to the audiences that I've lectured to. It's encour­
aging to hear the same thing. (For reference com­
pare page 83 1st two paragraphs, of TVia No. 30 in 
Dec. of 1964).

He provides an interesting explanation of why 
TVs always say that dressing is "relaxing". He 
quotes a study of elementary grade children that 
found that the boys who were most masculine in their 
outlook and behaviour were also the ones who scored 
highest in anxiety. The author goes on to observe 
that if adhering to masculine patterns is stressful 
to a grammar school boy it is apparent that a consid­
erable amount of anxiety is generated in the adult 
male who must constantly measure up, or conversely 
it is generated even more accutely by his failure 
to do so. No wonder escaping from this is a relief 
as I pointed out way back in #7.

As a measure of the degree of forward thinking 
by the author consider this quotation (pg.116); "The 
most important thing to keep in mind is that people 
are first of all human beings— not members of a par­
ticular sex— and the initial concern of a highly 
complex, advanced society ought to be the stimulation 
of the human diversity that makes for a richness of 
culture. This means stimulating each individual to 
develop ALL aspects of his personality AND affording 
him the opportunity of pursuing the tastes, attitudes, 
and occupational preferences most congenial to his 
particular person". Isn't this what we FPs have 
been demanding all along? Well the book is full of 
such insightful, stimulating, and I may say, satis­
fying to a TV, quotations.

86



In short Mr. Brenton looks the modern male right 
in the face and tells him off but good. Have you 
happened to reflect on the rash of commercials and 
advertisements that reflect male insecurity. "Try 
it if you are MAN enough", or a "Man's beer" (or 
cigarette or car or whatever) "man's country" and 
all that sort of thing. It is evident that the con­
temporary man is in a pretty bad way. True he doesn’t 
know he's in a bad way (tho the statistics on heart 
disease, ulcer, colitis, lung cancer etc. should be 
pretty good indicators). But he is psychologically 
as well as physiologically in a bad way. He lives 
in constant fear that he is not masculine enough 
which he equates with being male. His security in 
his own image of himself teeters on the brink all 
the time. He must at all Costs conform to the soci* 
ally accepted stereotypes of masculinity. His deep 
fear of failure to do this breeds the anxiety refer- 
ed to earlier and this in turn to the phsiological 
conditions just mentioned. His actual failure is 
enough to destroy him, not physically but in his 
own sense of identity and worth.

It is on this note that I think TVs who have 
managed to survive and overcome their guilt have 
made a big step. True the orthodox, conservative, 
status-quo society does not understand or accept TV 
but I'm talking about the person himself. Since the 
greatest threat to masculine security from childhood 
on up is the accusation of sissyness or being like 
a woman (as though that was the worst thing in the 
world), it follows that it is the thing to be avoided 
at all costs. When, therefore, a TV finally admits 
to himself— and even more so when he admits to others- 
that he has a feminine side, enjoys NOT being mas­
culine on occasion, takes a femmename and generally 
accepts himself, he has overcome the greatest threat 
to his internal security, his identity of himself as 
a total human being and his peace of mind. In this 
sense TV is a "good thing". Not just because it is 
satisfying it itself but because it has been the 
means of conquering one of the main problems of mas­
culine life. Such an "adjusted" TV is able there-



after to go thru life not only in the enjoyment of 
TV and in the relaxation that it brings, but free of 
the nagging feeling of inadequate masculinity. He 
can be integrated, whole within himself and better 
able to deal with the world because to some extent 
he does not have to devote so much of his energies 
to conforming to the stereotype. He knows what he 
is and can be secure within himself, although he may 
still have to put up a front for the benefit of soc­
iety, relatives etc. But security inside is vastly 
more important than security outside.

In conclusion I can only urge the readers of 
these pages to beg, borrow or buy this book. It 
wont make a particle of difference to your TVism, 
but I'm sure it will give you some valuable insight 
into the plight of the contemporary American male 
which includes you. With these insights you will be 
better able to handle yourself, understand yourself, 
your children, your wife and your place in society. 
After reading it you will, I suspect, begin to feel 
that as a TV you are some jumps ahead of the man in 
the street in that you have already broken away from 
the stereotype and made a degree of internal peace 
with yourself. TV is, after all, a means, not an 
end in this sense. It is a door which leads into an 
area of greater enlightenment and understanding as 
well as peace and pleasure. Society too will some­
day get to the same point (by a different route of 
course) and when it arrives the TVs will be there to 
welcome the vanguard. In this sense the quotation at 
the bottom of the inside cover of TVia is seen as be­
ing more than just an intriguing "saying", it embodies 
a social truth that society has as yet to discover 
and put into practice. The saying might be improved 
in only one way and that is to reverse it--"When you 
discover that the two-masculine and feminine--are both
present in your single self, 
kingdom".

then shall you enter the

VIRGINIA



I. APOLOGIES; I had better start off with an apol­
ogy for the delays you have suffered in handling 
your orders over the past month as well as the slight 
delay in the appearance of this issue. But as you 
will see from the article on my Hawaiian trip I was 
away for three weeks. An old and trusted friend did 
what she could to keep up with things, but it being 
as much as I who am used to the system can do to 
stay even naturally an inexperienced person could 
not. On top of that various items ordered from man­
ufacturers have not arrived and I cant send them to 
you till I get them so patience is the word. I'm 
sorry about these delays, but I just had to get
away after the problems of the past year. i

II. CORRECTION: In TVia #41 a new address for CON­
TACT was given in the Emanations section. There was 
a misprint which may cause some embarassment. Will 
you please make a note to correct it. The right 
number is 1402 So. Highland instead of the 5 that 
was printed. Please correct this now so when you 
look it up you wont forget to remember--1407. Thanks.

III. NEW FEATURE: I'd like to start a new feature
in TVia called "TV moments in Advertising". Every 
now and then some company runs an ad which has a
double entendre meaning for TVs.....like "He'll like
it too" over an ad for and picture of a bra for ex­
ample or "TV is for You" with a picture of a pretty 
girl standing by a tv set. Some of these can be quite 
amusing so keep an eye out and send them in for fillers.

IV. MASTECTOMY INSERTS: A lot of you have thought
that I didn't get your order, had lost it, stolen
the money or just didn't care after you ordered these.



Not so. The company that make them misread my order 
and sent the regular inserts. I've reordered and 
been after them for about 2 months but haven't gotten 
any yet. Will ship as soon as I can.

V. WIVES BOOK: I have many orders on hand for this
when it is reprinted but as it is being revised and 
improved it is a considerable task on top of every 
thing else as it has to be assembled, typed rough, 
edited and changed, retyped and proofed and then 
printed. I think it will be a very worthwhile volume 
when it is printed. It will be announced in TVia.

VI. PURCHASE OF BACK ISSUES: I repeat my offer of
an allowance of $2 against any other items for the 
return of any old copies of Nos. 1, 2,4,6,7, or 8.
I have newer subscribers that would like these old 
issues if you don't want them.

VI. MATERIAL AND PAYMENT FOR SAME: Again I would
like to solicit the contribution of material in the 
form of stories, articles, comment, argument, letters 
to the Editor, poems, pics. etc. I have to have a 
good steady backlog of material on hand to keep on 
putting out the magazine. It doesn't always get 
either edited or printed right away for a variety 
Qf reasons, but if I'm to keep on getting the magaz­
ine out I have to have the raw material. The offer 
of payment carried on the inside back cover holds, 
though due to the financial beating I took last year 
I am way behind on that phase of things, but have 
begun— with the oldest contributors of course, to 
pay up, so the*compensation will be paid in due 
course to new and old alike. And speaking of mat­
erial, please don't be afraid to take up my challenge 
about expressing yourself on anything you want to 
take issue with. If you do it briefly and to the 
point I can make a regular readers comment page. 
Longer things have to wait their turn to be edited, 
typed and inserted. So let fly. It is often said 
that I don't print opinions that differ from mine. 
That isn't so. Fortunately we are a sufficiently



cohesive group that I don't get much of that kind of 
feed back but if it's pertinent I'll print it.

VIRGINIA

‘P e n t* *  f o
FPE OR CONTACT MEMBERS ONLY

NOTICE: Use of the "Person to Person" column is lim­
ited to FPE members and to those who have filled out 
a personal information form. This will be sent on 
request after reader has received 5 issues of TRANS- 
VESTIA. Address all answers to ads appearing here to: 
"CONTACT" 1407 So. Highland Ave. Los Angeles 19, Calif.

47-B-3 Married TV, forties, like to get acquainted 
with others in Pacific northwest, meet if 
suitable and convenient. Answer all BRENDALYN

49-B-5 FPE. Anxious to make new friends. Will 
answer all letters & enclose photo.

CHARLENE

21-F-3 FPE Like to correspond, meet other TVs, es­
pecially in New England area. LOUISE





Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA is composed primarily of material submitted by 
its readers. Fiction, articles, case histories, poems, pictures— 
all are welcome. The greater the variety of material the more 
interesting the magazine will be. Material is solicited for pub­
lication on the following basis:
1. All printed material of one page or more will be paid for at 
the rate of $1 per page with the exception of pictures. The Editor 
must reserve the right to cut or edit submitted material for suita­
bility and payment will therefore be made on the basis of the 
final printed page. No payment will be made for material less  
than 2/3 of a page which will count as one page. Payment will 
be made after material appears in print. Manuscripts will not be 
bought in advance.
2. Submitted material will not be returned unless requested and 
stamped envelope provided.
3. Off-color material will not be printed and should therefore 
not be submitted. The Editor reserves the right to be the sole 
judge of suitability and to edit, alter,' delete or refuse material 
when it is deemed to be in the best interest of the magazine.

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND R E P L I E S

To protect the magazine and its subscribers from the 
careless, thoughtless or foolish acts of a few it is necessary to 
limit the correspondence service to those who have been on the 
subscription list for a time and who have been screened. If you 
wish to use this service ask for the personal information form. 
Return it with the $5 registration fee. If accepted this $5 be­
comes advance payment for ads ($2) or answers ($1) at regular 
rates. Members of Phi Pi Epsilon need no further application 
and may use the service by paying the regular rates.

Ads for GOODS AND SERVICES  also accepted.
Ask for rates.
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