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Millions In Flood 
Relief To Be Voted

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA—Special flood session of the legislature will 

open today, when members of the house vote millions of s 
dollars to rehabilitate people washed out in the Fraser 8

^Valley in the last six weeks. *--------------------------------------1
Coalition members met twice J er for ihe government to help 1

in caucus Tuesday, to discuss 
sessional plans and hear a de­
tailed report from Premier 

'Byron Johnson.
MEMBERS WELCOMED Dr. 

G. M. Weir, former minister of 
education, and M.L.A. for Van- 
oduver-Burrard, who has been 
on the sick list for nearly a 

i year. Dr. Weir was unable to 
^attend the last session.

Only C. C .F. absentee is I 
|^Arthur J. Turner, M.L.A. fori 
[^Vancouver-East, ' who is in

Caucus decided it politically 
f tin wise to take a large indemn­
ity and members will get only 
'"out-of-pocket expenses. -

Chief Justice Sloan, in the 
absence of Lieut.-Governor 
Charles Banks, will open the 
session. He will be attended by 
naval, army and air force aides 
— Lieut. G. C. Dixon, Col. 
Brooke Stephenson and Wing 
Commander Con Campbell.

Every effort will be made to 
end the session Friday night.

defray government costs for f 
flood rehabilitation.

The moratorium on debts of 1 
farmers flooded off their prop-1 
erties, if enacted as legislation, | 
would provide for delay in pay­
ment of real estate. It was not J 
known if the moratorium would I 
apply also to payments for | 
household furnishings and I 
equipment.

Government policy will be g 
determined on the basis of a re­
port to be presented by Hon. 
E. T. Kenney, minister of .lands 1 
and forests, who recently com- [ 
pleted a 12-day tour of the | 
province's flood areas.

PRELIMINARY reports 
dicated that 1,973 homes in the | 
Fraser Valley alone had suffer­
ed flood damage. Total loss has | 
been estimated at $30,000,000.

Opposition leader Harold j 
Winch said Tuesday he had J 
agreed to. dispense with the nor-1 
mal debate orr the throne 1 
speech. The session would be 1 
confined strictly to the flood j

DAY IN THE HOUSE

Legislature Flood 
Session Under Way

By J. K. NESBITT
VICTORIA—Special flood session of the legislature got 

under way Wednesday afternoon and should finish tomor­
row night. It was necessary to call the house together so 
rank-and-file representatives of the people could give the 
government authority to spend money to rehabilitate those 
persons who got washed out a few weeks ago when B.C. 
rivers raged out of control.

2 Bills On Agenda
VICTORIA — (CP)—British I 

Columbia’s flood victims re-1 
ceived new hope as parliamen-1 
tary decks were cleared for the I 
opening today of the special ] 
flood session of the provincial j 
législature.

Premier Byron Johnson will I 
introduce the two main pieces j 
of legislation:

• An overall bill covering 
money vote for the flood fight 8 
and rehabilitation, the agree- I 
ment with Ottawa on division 
of costs and the basis of flood j 
fund distribution.

• A limited moratorium on | 
mortgage and land sale agree­
ments in the Fraser Valley area, j

THE MONEY VOTE would 
provide further borrowing pow-

Chief Justice Sloan, acting as 
administrator of affairs of state 
in the absence of Lieut.-Gover­
nor Charles Banks, opened the 
Session.

! .7 For the Chief Justice it was a 
rçtum- to the chamber where, 
between 1933 and 1937 he sat 
ag the youthful attorney-gen­
eral.

IN HIS ROBES of high legal j 
office the still youthful looking | 
Chief Justice, dignified and 
slight, had often sat on the floor 
Ôf the House on opening day, 
but this was the first time he 

'had been the chief figure. He 
was attended by Naval, Army 

,.and Air Forcé aides—Lieut. Gar 
-Dixon, Col. Brooke Stephenson 
Jind Wing Commander Don 
-Campbell and the private sec- 
j-jètary at Government House, 
Gapt. J. G. Cromack.
" The Chief Justice read the 
j&rief speech from the throne, 
getting out the government’s 
treasons for calling the M.L.A.’s 
together.

WHEN HIS HONOR left the 
I chamber there were a few for­

malities and then Premier By­
ron Johnson made a carefully 
prepared statement, which took 
an hour and a half to deliver.

He covered in detail all the 
government has so far done to 

| help flood victims and made it 
plain further plans will be for­
mulated to make sure rehabili­
tation comes about as swiftly as 
possible. He had praise for all 
who had helped in the crisis and 
graphically he portrayed the 
courage and the bravery of the 
flood victims. And he knows 
about this first-hand, for he was 
there, from the very start.

BUT HE MADE it quite plain, 
too that there are going to be 
no wholesale handouts no pork 
barrel; that the government ex- 

j . pects the victims to help them­
selves.

, Mr. Johnson spoke for the rec

ord and the story as he told it g 
will go down into British Co 
lumbia’s historical annals.

There were a few absentees in| 
the ranks of M.L.A’s. Mr. Web-1 
ster of Rossland-Trail is still on| 
the sick list; Mr. Turner of Van-| 
couver East is away in Europe.! 
W. A. C. Bennett, who used to|

II represent South Okanagan is no| 
longer a member. He gambled | 
on the federal riding of Yale.S 
and lost, so now he has no seat |

I anywhere.
■ It was good to see Dr. G. M.| 
Weir, former minister of educa-| 
tion, back in his place after 
long illness. Many members senti 
him notes of welcome and he| 
promptly replied to them all.

At the end of the sitting the I 
government brought in the billsl 
designed to fix the dykes, repair| 
the flooded homes and get new! 
crops going. Opposition leader! 
Harold - Winch said he would! 
have something to say about the g 
whole matter this morning.

There will be three sittings a| 
day today and tomorrow in| 
order that the session shall not § 
go over the week-end.

| $5 Million Flood 
[Aid Plan Ready

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA— Premier Byron j 

I Johnson introduced in the légis­
lature Wednesday bills designed § 
J to aid relief and rehabilitation | 
|t>f B.C. flood victims.

One bill — an act respecting | 
I floods in British Columbia 
iwill permit the government to| 
I borrow up to $5,000,000 and| 
I also to spend money as it sees| 
I fit, from time to time, from the| 
g consolidated revenue fund.

ANOTHER BILL is called an I 
Jact respecting the Fraser Valley | 
■Dyking Board.
I It will allow setting up of a | 
I Fraser Valley dyking board. tof 
■carry on work of repairing, I 
■strengthening, constructing and! 
■reconstructing dykes in the Fra-1 
leer Valley and removing water F 
Band debris from the flooded ? 
|lands in that valley.

A bill brought in by the I 
•rentier makes sure members g 
vill receive no indemnity this « 

akm, but only expenses toi 
land from the capital and living I 
I expenses while here.
I Members, at caucus, decided I 
lal indemnity, although some of j 
I they would not take a session-1 
1 them stood out for a per diem} 
I allowance in addition to ex- 
I pensés.
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Rehabilitation Not Enough
Controlling and using the power of 

our river waters is an essential part 
of a plan of soil conservation. Fortun­
ately, this generation has much con­
servation work, to its credit. Fish 
resources which were in sight of being 
extinguished a generation ago, have 
been restored by prudential restraint 
and patience. Flood control and soil 
conservation must be undertaken 
with similar intelligence and de­
termination.

Now is the time to push ahead in 
this while we are chastened by our 
losses. The bounties of our natural 
inheritance, let us remember, are the 
continuing gifts of God to successive 
generations of men. Even if we are 
short-sighted as to our own good, we 
are still the trustees of a rich heritage, 
which it is our duty to hand on to 
posterity unimpaired by our tenancy.

The British Columbia legislature, 
in special session, is voting millions 
of dollars for rehabilitation in the 
stricken areas of the Fraser Valley. 
Such steps to meet immediate human 
needs is the first essential.

However, as the Financial Post has 
pointed out, our task in the presence 
of recent calamity is not merely to 
repair the damage done. That would 
be merely setting the stage for an­
other onslaught. Dykes must be 
strengthened, rivers straightened, and 
dams built to slow the rush of water. 
Above all, forest conservation and 
reforestation must be pushed forward 
wherever land can be spared from 
agriculture and other natural growth 
encouraged in the wild lands of the 
country which man has laid waste. 
It is going to be a long and ex­
pensive business.
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Up-Country To Get 
Equal Flood Relief

SPEECH FROM THRONE
IT IS WITH gratification1 that 

I observe the agreements reach­
ed between my government and 
that of the Dominion of Canada 
for the sharing of finàncial tes-l 
ponsibilities in combatting the j 
flood, providing for immediate! 
relief, repairing dykes, dispos­
ing of water and debris, com­
pletely reconstructing the dyk­
ing system, assisting in the re­
habilitation of homes, farm 
buildings, and fences, and help­
ing in the restoration of farm 
lands to their former usefulness.

You will be asked to provide 
funds and to empower the gov­
ernment to adopt such measures 
as may be deemed necessary 
from time to time to expedite 
this work.

I WISH to thank all public- 
spirited citizens who contrib­
uted to 'the British Columbia 
Flood Relief Fund,

VICTORIA—(CP) Follow­
ing is the text of the throne 
speech:

Members of the legislative 
assembly:

In opening the fourth session 
of the twenty-first parliament 
of British Columbia for the spe­
cial purpose of dealing with 
flood màtters, I do so with a 
full realization of the urgency 
that exists for making adequate 
provision to meet the varied and 
distressing problems inflicted 
on the people by the disastrous 
floods which have caused such 
widespread damage throughout 
the province, particularly, in the 
Fraser River Valley.

NEVER BEFORE in the 
history of Canada has so much 
misery and distress or loss of 
property been caused by flood, 

j It Is significant, in appreciat- 
I ing its proportions, to observe

While in the Fraser Valley the 
cost of the flood 4s being shared I 
by the.federal and the provincial! 
governments the full cost of the 
interior floods will be paid by! 
the provincial government

Mr. Kenney recommended that, j 
wherever necessary, seed and 
nursery stock be given gratis to! 
interior farmers in order to re-1 
habilitate the farms as early as 
possible similar to assistance 
being given in the Fraser Val-j 
ley.

PREMIER JOHNSON said 
that under arrangement between 
the federal and provincial gov­
ernments the Dominion govern­
ment is making an outright

VICTORIA —(CP).— Lands 
and Forests Minister E. T. Ken­
ney has recommended that $1,- 

1500,000 be provided for relief 
from the ravages of the flood in 
areas outside the Fraser Valley.

In an address to the Legisla­
ture, Premier Byron Johnson 
said Wednesday that the same 
measures of relief will be ac- 
orded flood areas of the interior 
as provided for the Fraser Val­
ley.

Mr. Kenney said that a tenta­
tive estimate of costs for the 
arear outside the Fraser Valley 
placed it at $1,013,208, made up 
as follows:

COMBATTING the flood *md 
protecting the dykes, $213,536; 
estimated cost of restoring the 
dykes, $162,000; cost of imme­
diate relief and restoration qf 
municipal and private property, 
$467,066, and costs of replant­
ing crops and seed, $152,606.
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tribution will assist materially ince. to cover the Dominion’s 

share of temporary emergency;that the Dominion government in meeting the needs of the 
has interpreted as a national people who have lost personal 
disaster the calamity which bé- effects and. household furnish- 
fell the Fraser River Valley. ing*. * ) i

I wish to express my deepest The prompt action of my gov- 
sympathy for those unhappy ernment in grappling with the 
men and women who, with their varied problems arising from 
children, suffered the loss of the flood is to be commended, 
house and home for so long. All and I feel sure that you will ! 
of us share their anxiety as,they 8ive thoughtful and sincere con- 
view the devastation and seek sidération to such measures as 
to re-establish themselves with will be submitted to you. 
the assistance tendered to them I pray the blessing of Divine 
!?LtBl'.g0,.Ve?TenJ* 0< Canad* Providence will attend your

relief as well as the financial lia­
bility for measures of rehabilita­
tion which the federal govern­
ment agreed to accept.

The provincial government j 
lias assumed full responsibility' 
for immediate relief and assist­
ing in the general rehabilitation 
of homes, farm buildings and

The federal government will 
pay 75 per cent and the provin­
cial 25 per cent of the cost of 
repairing dykes, removing water 
from inundated areas, removing 
debris and reconstructing the 
entire dyking system.

Cost of protecting the dykes 
and combatting, the flood will be 
shared on the same basis.

deliberations.
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21,000 Cattle Fed 
By Flood Authority

By J. K. NESBITT 
VICTORIA. — Premier Byron Johnson, moving second I 

reading of the Flood Relief Act in the legislature Thursday, I 
gave the following details of what the Fraser Valley j 
Rehabilitation Authority is doing and will do:

Approximately 21,000 head of.*.------------- :-------------------------

6È£x- —,—

cattle from flooded areas are 
being supplied with hay, and in 
the case of milking cows with 
grain and mill feed.

Purchase of an additional 2500 
to 3000 tons of hay has been ar­
ranged for and »it is expected 
poundary Bay airport will yield 
another 1500 tons.

To date, area of flooded lands 
reseeded totals 6000 acres. Seed 
has been requested for an addi­
tional 950 acres.

The Premier said, “Cattle 
from flooded areas will be pro­
vided with such feted as is neces­
sary free of charge to the owner 
until the present state of emer­
gency has ended. This state 
will end 21 days after the owner 
returns cattle to his farm.”

When tho emergency is over, 
the Premier said, hay will be 
available to each farmer on the 
following basis: x

FRASER VALLEY hay, up­
land and mixed hay from prai- 

vrie points, mixed hay from U.S. 
points, $15 a ton; alfalfa hay, 
$20 a ton. Where farmers can 
purchase local hay of good qual­
ity, the authority will pay $10 
a ton,

In order to ensure pasture in 
the fall, every effort must be 
made to have maximum acreage, 
planted, the Premier said, and 
to this end the authority will 
supply seed.

Where a farmer has no equip­
ment and requires tractors and 
machinery the authority will 
pay up to $3.25 an acre for 
ploughing and up to $1.75 per 
acre for double discing.

THE PREMIER said, “The 
government will carry out its 
responsibilities to the full but 
we expect those who are helped 
to do everything they can to 
help themselves.”

The premier announced local 
rehabilitation committees have 
been formed as follows; Chilli­
wack, Reeve L. Beharrell; 
Langley, Councillor J. Roberts;! 
Burnaby, Reeve Morrison; Mis- f 
sion, Rex Cox; Maple Ridge- *j 
Pitt Meadows, J. M. Hesselton;® 
Port Coquitlam, Mayor Davies; a 
Coquitlam, Reeve J. Christmas; p 
Agassiz-Harrison Mills, Reeve jjjj 
G. McCullough; Popcum-Lyt- j| 
ton, Arthur Menzies.

MLA's Proise Premier's 
Flood Crisis Action

Special to The Newi-Herald
VICTORIA — Praise lor the 

way Premier Byron Johnson and 
his government have handled the 
Fraser Valley Hood crlala was 
heard in' the Legislature Thurs-

a". C. Hope, Coalition, Delta, 
•aid he would congratulât# Mr. 
Johnson, “lor no premier in the 
history ol our province has done 
more lor the people in a great 
disaster.”

Mr». Tilly Rolston, Coalition, 
Point Grey, aald “a good Job has 
been done."

j. H. CATES, Coalition, North 
Vancouver, said, "I do not think 
any man. could have done more."

J. At McDonell, Coalition, Van­
couver Burrard, criticized the in­
spector ol dyke* because, he 
said, part ol Queensborogh 
dyke had not been inspected lor 
three or lour years.

"I'm not paying any compli­
menta to anyone connected with

any ol the dykes," Mr. McDonell, 
said. !

AGRICULTURE MIN ISTER l 
Frank Putman told the govern-| 
ment's desperate ellorts to get ..j 
hav to leed Fraser Valley cattle. ;>* 

He said he knew there was a 
lot of criticism from flooded-out ffij

Sarsons at the height of the " 
ood, and he didn’t blame them. 
"Their nerves were raw," he 6 

said. "There was a feeling ol E 
frustration and anxiety. They I 
didn't know where they were go-1 
lng. They couldn’t think straight. ¥ 
Two weeks later they were 
lerent people altogether."

THE MINISTER deplored the \ 
high cost of hay, and said the 3 
government Is buying it at the I 
lowest possible figure, though it £ 
may have to come from as far | 
awav as Manitoba. t,r

"The taxpayer’s money lan t jj 
going to be thrown around »«« 
long as I have anything, to do | 
with it," Mr. Puti

Moratorium 
To Protect 
B.C. Farmers

, Special to The News-Herald
H VICTORIA—If farmers in of- 
M ficially designated flood areas 

of. B.C. find they cannot meet 
mortgages because of floo<$, dam­
age and losses, they cannot bel 
thrown out of their homes, 
under terms of “An Act Respect­
ing a Moratorium in Areas Dam* 
aged by Flood During the Spring 
of 1948,” introduced in the Leg-j 
islature Thursday by Attorney-! 
General Gordon Wismer.

UNDER THE ACT, no persons 
■hall start or continue proceed­
ings in any court by way of 
foreclosure or otherwise, where 
such action is based on a mort­
gage or agreement tor sale or 
purchase affecting land in any 
flood area*

Costs of an application for 
leave shall be in the discretion 
of the judge. There shall be no 
appeal from the decision of the 
judge. Where permission has 
been refused, the applicant may! 
at any subsequent tihfte renew g 
his application.

The act will remain in force 
untlLyclose of the first Leglsla 

49.

Opposition Backs 
Gqvt. 'Blank Cheque'

Special to The News-Herald ______
VICTORIA. —- J. A. McDonnell, coalition, Vancouver 

Burrard, in the legislature Thursday night vigorously 
[opposed what he callpd the legislature giving the govern- Æ 
ment a blank cheque to deal with rehabilitation of B.C. ® 
lood victims.

The new Flood Relief Act gives permission to borrow p 
up to $5,000,000. and in addition will allow the government 
to take from consolidated revenue what money is needed. M

Finance Minister Anscomb^
_______ _______  said-to Mr. McDonnell: “I thinkgi

you're right but I think you’re |i 
unduly alarmed. The act will f| 
give me power to borrow 
000,000, but I haven’t borrow-1| 
ed it yet, and in the meantime ||
I must spend money on flood !f| 
l:lief.”

Premier Johnson said hey| 
would agree with Mr. McDon-H 
nell that the act is in the nature 
of a blank cheque but it may 
be necessary if the government 
is to finish the job it started. Hel 

i said a full accounting would be 
given the house of all expendi-

A. R. MacDOUGALL, Coali-I 
tion, Point Grey, said it is wrong | 
in principle to give the govern’ 
ment permission to spend 
amount of money it wants.

John Mclnnis, C.C.F., Fort jap. 
George, agreed with the govern- 
ment that money from consoli­
dated revenue might be neces- MM

i$f“*

any

sary.
As MacDougall and McDon- 

nell continued to oppose what|^ 
they called the blank cheque 
feature of the act, Herbert Gar-H 
grave, C.C.F. MacKenzie, said'.^j”

“This government only has atëpjL 
few more years in office any- 
way. Let them spend what| 
money they have;”

- pVfc H\v-J
- F..V.BK ’
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Not Bod, Mr. Premier!
By J. K. NesL 'ît position’s skin. The premier, the leader 

of the opposition said1, is getting very, 
very slick'in evading opposition questions, 
in straying from the path of straight an­
swers. In .this manner, of course, one 
politician compliments another; amateur 
politicians, envy the smart ones who can 
evade questions and make plausible ex­
planations and satisfy the questioner at 
the same time.

MR. JOHNSON RECEIVED A LOT of 
Coalition praise during the short session. 
He deserved it. He worked hard and 
long. He was out on the dykes in gum- 
boots, he flew to Ottawa and back in less 
than a week; he made a good deal with 
the Dominion government, usually so 
hard-boiled where this province is con­
cerned. He talked so persuasively, 
pleaded the case of the flood victims so 
well and earnestly that he got Ottawa to 
pay three-quarters of the cost of the 
dykes. Not bad, Mr. Premier.

The premier hasn’t had an easy time 
since he became chief of government at 
the end of last year. He had to promptly 
fight two by-elections, something even 
long-experienced premiers don’t like do­
ing; then he found himself up to his neck 
in a long and trying session of the legis­
lature. No sooner was that over than 
the floods started and he had to throw 
everything else aside and pay attention 
to them.

VICTORIA.
Premier Byron Johnson stood out cs 

the man of the hour at the special fir 3 
seâsion of the legislature, prorogued Fri- 
doy by Chief Justice Gordon Sloan.

He was in fighting mood. He would 
stand no nonsense .from il.» opposition, 
which at first attempted to belittle every­
thing the government had done. Indeed, 
the opposition started off by saying the 
government had bungled everything—as 
a matter of fact, had done nothing, was 
probably making just a lot of high- 
sounding talk.

Mr. Johnson looked genuinely sur­
prised at this kind of talk from the op­
position. His firsv reaction, no doubt, was 
to feel hurt. Then he probably quickly 
told himself there’s no use getting a hurt 
feeling, if you’re In politics. So he got 
mad instead. Being fairly young in 
politics, the premier has to steel himself 
to treat the opposition rough.

THIS TIME HE WAS PREPARED for 
the opposition; he had all the answers 
ready. So he plunged right in and snap­
ped at the opposition. He said fair and 
honest criticism is a good thing, but he 
didn’t like the tearmg-down being in­
dulged in by the opposition. The leader 
of the c 'position, he said, and he noioled 
his finger as he said it, had gone about 
the country creating strife and discord 
and unrest.

The premier actually got under the op­

I.- - > *
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Asked to Vote
Million Flood Aid

their former usefulness shall not 
include any claims for compen­
sation of lost crops, lost cattle 
or any other similar losses that 
may have been incurred.” 
DETAILED REVIEW 

The premier's address was, in

$1,500,000 More Needed 
On Roads, Bridges

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureaji
VICTORIA—The legislature at its special session which 

opened today will be asked to vote $6,000,000 for flood relief 
and rehabilitation and reconstruction of dykes in British

general, a detailed review of the I 
steps taken by the government I 
during the flood crisis.

He outlined negotiations with! 
the Dominion resulting in contri-l 
butions totalling $9,500,000 from 
the Federal government.

He detailed the establishment 
of the original local committees 
throughout the Fraser Valley 
when the river first swept over 
the banks.

And he reviewed the steps 
taken by the provincial cabinet 
to combat the rising waters.

Indirectly he answered the] 
criticism of British

Columbia.
Of this amount $1,600,000 will be allotted to districts 

outside the Fraser Valley.
The $5,000,000, however, does not include an estimated 

$1.500,000 required for reconstruction.
In a lengthy report on floodf EACH DISTRICTdamage in .the province, Landsj 

Minister E. T. Kenney found that 
outside the Fraser Valley the cost 
of combatting the floods totalled I 
$231,536; it will require $162,0001 
to restore the dykes; restoration| 
of municipal and private property !

" and the re-!

Totals for each district listed | 
follow: Skeena River Valley | 
$6525; Kimberley $164,950; Traill 
$362,890; North Kamloops $6355;! 
North Thompson River $42,200; | 
Creston area $185,000; Kelowna g 
(outside city) $7809; Merritt and g 
Ashcroft $33,953; Cawston, Chris-g 
tian Valley, Grand Forks, Hed-| 

I ley, Keremeos, Oliver, Osoyoos, | 
Princeton and Westbridge, $177,- 
209; South Okanagan land pro­
ject $6817; Arrow Lake $2500.

I In addition he reports Hedley 
! requires $22,000 for river pro­
tection and that river bank work 
is necessary at Natal.

Areas that he was not able to 
cover personally but for which he 
has arranged to receive reports, 
bring his, recommended total for 
flood relief to $1,500,000.

Members also learned officially 
that there will be no compensa- 

Ition for crop losses.
Premier Johnson told the House 

[the Fraser Valley Rehabilitation 
I Commission has been empowered 
to set up voluntary citizens com-j 
mittees throughout the valley 

ltd carry out the task of rehabili- 
! tating residents who have been 
I washed out.
PROVIDE FEED 

| The commission members, Col.
I D’Arcy Baldwin and W. L. Mac-j 
ken, have also been authorized j 
to provide feed for livestock free] 
of charge where needed, until j 
the emergency is officially end-j

iüsï will cost $467,066; 
planting of crops and supplying g 
seed will amount to $152,606.

The figures, totalling $1,013,-1 
208, are preliminary estimates j 
and he recommended the provi-1 
sion of $1,500,000 for the work. | 
RESULT OF TOUR 

The report, result of a tour off 
flood ravaged regions, also rec-| 
ommends that:

All other districts be treated I 
on the basis laid down in Do-j 
minion-provincial arrange-! 
ments for the Fraser Valley, j?

All work in these districts! 
whese the province is paying! 
the entire bill be closely^uper-d 

j vised.
In future all plans for sub­

divisions in unorganized ter­
ritory be submitted to the lands 
department and health depart­
ment foç approval to prevent 
construction of building on land

_______ Columbia
members in the House of Com-1 
mons who had charged that thej 
province should not have accept-j

“I can say” the premier de­
clared “that the co-operation and 
assistance received from fed­
eral authorities was everything 
that could be desired and final 
financial arrangements satisfac­
tory.”

During the height of the flood 
battle, Mr. Johnson disclosed, C. 
J. Ferber, deputy provincial 
comptroller general was sent to' 
Vancouver to work in conjunc­
tion with federal officials in, 
passing on all accounts for equip­
ment and material required for 
dyke building and . relief mea­
sures.

“I find it necessary to point 
out action was taken by the gov­
ernment from time to time that 
might have been irregular with­
out the sanction of parliament.

“It is needless for me to say, 
however, that the emergency 
called for swift action and the 
adoption of measures for which] 
the government would have toi 
seek ratification.

“Such action was taken to* 
meet the rapidly changing condi­
tions and I trust the honorable 
members will keep these cir­
cumstances in mind when mak­
ing an appraisal of what has 
been done.”

close to streams where there is 
danger of erosion.

Log jams in the channels of 
streams be cleared at govern- ! 
ment expense to prevent the! 
formation of gravel bars which 
are potential flood threats.

rowing animals, particularly 
muskrats, had weakened dykes 
and contributed to breaks.
TWO PARTIES

I He recommended that author­
ity be given to destroy such ani- 

j mais, when they are found to be 
undermining such works.

Concerning work on the Fraser 
«Valley, Mr. Kenney disclosed thatj 
one survey party originally 

•i scheduled to spend the season in 
I the Prince George district has 
I been re-allotted to the Pitt River] 
area.

Another party will soon be sent; 
into the field in the Fraser Val­
ley to provide technical informa­
tion for dyke reconstruction, 

i Mr. Kenney’s total of $1,013,208

After that date, farmers will 
pay at a price to be determined! 
by the government on the recom-: 
mendation of the commission, i 

Terms of reference for the 
commission, Which were quoted] 
by Mr. Johnson, include the re­
striction that “the provision of 
•livestock feed, seeds, stock plants! 
and the restoring of farms to]

•m

’ *
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a200 Miles of Road Dykes. 

In ValleyRepair Scheme
International Experts Due 

To Report on Proposal
. (See Debate report on Page 9)

• By Canadian Press
VICTORIA—Premier Byron Johnson told the B.C. legis- 

I lature today that the Fraser Valley Dyking Board will under 
I take the reconstruction of between 170 and 200 miles of 
(dykes in the Fraser Valley.

He said the plan for rebuilding the dykes was to "provide 
la base sufficiently wide enough to support a gravel road 12 
(feet wide, with turnouts so that trucks may be used along 
I the top of the dykes for transport of necesary materials in 
(case of flood emergency as well as for general maintenance.”

"When discussing complete re- 
I construction of Fraser Valley 
1 dykes with the Federal govern- I ment, I had in mind the provision 
lot a dyking system that would 
a give the people of the Fraser Val- 
lley the highest sense of security 
I that could possibly be obtained 
I insofar as it was humanly pos- 
| sible so to do," he said.

Premier Johnson's remarks 
3 came as the Fraser Valley Dyking 
1 Board Act, one of five pieces of 
] legislation to be considered at the 
I special session of the legislature
■ which began Wednesday, came 
I up for second reading. It was 
I passed after noon.
I EXPERT ADVICE

In rebuilding the dykes, the 
! Fraser Valley Dyking Board, a 
8 joint Dominion-Provincial body 
8 composed currently of F. G. 
j Goodspeed, chief engineer of the 
I Dominion Public Works Depart 
I ment, and Bruce Dixon, provin 
8 cial dyke inspector, will have the 
I advice of experts from both 
1 Canada and the U.S. A third 
1 member who will act as chairman 
land will be an able administra- 
« tor, will be appointed to the board 
| by the Federal government.

Advising tee board in rebuild.
I ing the dykes will be Dr. Legget,
(soil mechanic expert of the Na- 
I tional Research Bureau.

Mr. Peckover, of the same 
I bureau, who has been in Holland 
land England for some time
■ studying dyking matters will ad- 
i vise the board on his return from 
I Europe toward the end of July.

Charles Senour, chief engi- 
Sneering assistant of the Missis- 
jsippi River commission at Vicks­
burg, with whom Mr. Goodspeed 
jhas already conferred, will pro- 

de full information regirding 
truction of Mississippi dykes,

Pncluding specifications of con- 
ction of Mississippi dykes, 

duding specifications of con- 
tion, specifications of ma- 

and sample plans.
H; Darling and E. W. Web!

of the chief 
! U.S. Army, will 
Valley area to 

litions so 
the

WHEN NEEDED
Municipalities and dyking 

authorities in the Fraser Valley 
will not be charged with any of 
the reconstruction costs of the 
valley’s dyking system, but will 
be responsible for maintenance 
and repairs once the levees are 
completed.

“No cost of reconstruction re­
pairs, etc., will be charged to 
dyking or municipal authorities,” 
he said.

“However, when dykes arej 
completed, it will be the respons­
ibility of local authorities to 
maintain and keep dykes up.”

In addition, the premier report­
ed, municipalities and dyking 
authorities will be required to 
provide property required for 
reconstruction of the dykes.

Bill Number 4 authorizing 
establishment of the Fraser Val­
ley Dyking Authority, empowers 
the minister of lands and forests? 
the municipalities or the dyking! 
authorities to expropriate land 
where it is needed. However, 
authorities here report that very 
little additional land will be 
required.

Work under way on Fraser 
Valley dykes was outlined by»| 
Premier Johnson.

It includes: “Survey parties are 
at Pitt Meadows, Nicomen Island 
and a party will start at Agassiz 
at the week-end.

“Samples of materials are be­
ing taken by boring parties and 
analyzed at the University of 
British Columbia as to suitability 
for dyke construction.

“Work is under way at Agassiz j 
clearing up drift material and 
levelling silt and sand deposits.

“Suction dredge is at work im 
proving dyke conditions at Pitt1 
Meadows.

“Water is being pumped from I 
areas at Matsqui and dyke has! 
been opened there to permit 
more rapid drainage of flooded] 
areas.

“Dragline is on its way to Mat 
■qui to open up channels.

“Pumping equipment is going] 
forward to Sumas.
CLEAR GROWTH

“Parties are at work clearing | 
growth from dykes at Sumi 
“ itsqui, Pitt Meadows, Lulu

"“ÀÏf'"flooded areas have beerifflg 
visited and additional work will^H 
proceed as conditions permit.” (■S’

Premier Johnson said dyking ESr™ 
work elsewhere will be treated g|| 
independently of the Fraser Val-l|| 
ley Dyking Board, since any|H 
work outside the valley will bellj 
the responsibility of the province ||| 
and not shared by the Dominion. «

The Provincial government will™ 
be “well represented” when the 
international joint commission 
meets at Bonners Ferry, Idaho. IB 
on July 27, to discuss flood con-ff 
trol for the Columbia River H 
basin, which includes the great™ 
Kootenay country encircled by 
the Kootenay and Columbia 
Rivers.

Work of a Dominion-Provincial H 
board to study “the entire Fraser P®8® 
River watershed" will go ahead 1 
shortly. Terms of reference for | 
this board are being prepared.

(Hint Wider 
I Valley Debt 
(Moratorium

VICTORIA—Debt moratorium I 
I in the Fraser Valley flood areas! 
(will extend to more torn land I 
I debt. '
I Attorney-General Gordon Wis- £ 
Imer made this declaration in the I 
1 legislature today—but he did [
I not say how far it would go.
| He made the declaration when!
| Harold Winch, opposition leader,
■ said:" I would like to ask if the 
(debt moratorium will be limited j 
I to lands."

“Oh, no,” Mr. Wismer said.
“You changed your mind, eh?” ]

I Mr. Winch asked.
I “No, we didn’t change ourL 
|minds," Mr. Wismer answered.! 
|“The bill isn’t in (before the! 
|House) yet. But when it comes, I
II am sure then my honorable I 
I friend will be satisfied with if I 
I Mr. Winch sought to learn from! 
(Premier Johnson if the govern-1 
Iment would give tax relief to!
■ flood victims who now can not 9 
| pay their municipal taxes.
| The premier gave no direct! 
(answer. He said: “The provincial! 
( government will treat the muni- 
(cipal governments in the same! 
(fair way that the federal govern- 
(ment treated this government | 
| when the floods struck. We wiHI 
|deal with the municipal author-1 

ties on a basis which will be| 
Satisfactory.’
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Premier Ably Repulses 
Winch Barrage on Flood

From The Vancouver Daily Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The Provincial legislature listened this I 

morning with new interest as Premier Byron I. Johnson,! 
rising far above his performance of the year's earlier ses-1 
sion, ably defended the policies of his government in the flood | 
crisis. L

Nominally the sitting belonged to the Opposition. IIP" 
was the great opportunity for the honorable members across! 
the floor of the House to berate the government for its fail-1 
urea, its inefficiency, its mistakes.

The attack launched by CCF—]engthy 6Ktion, 0, a5 
leader Harold Winch, failed dis- goVernment rep0rt compiled fol-B
ma”y* ___ ___ lowing the disastrous flood of %
MORE CONFIDENCE 1894, declaring that Premier |

There was more Confidence, Johnson’s statement to the House 
more assuredness in the pre- oc Wednesday was little more 
mier’s manner as he told the than a copy of the finding of 52 ? 
House he believed that the mem- years ago. 
bers, and he included the opposi- PRESS WARNING 
tion, should be "co-operating with As far back as February, he 1 
the local flood committees in- declared, press reports and the! 
stead of looking for trouble.” government’s own engineers had!

Criticism, he declared, is quite warned of the threat of high* 
justified when the government water but the administration had | 
was wrong but he hinted the CCF done nothing until the 
was attempting to use the flood poured over the dykes, 
for political purposes. Mr. Winch charged that as re- g

"Let’s help the committees do eently as 1946, Dean F. M. Cle-1 
a job. Let’s not find fault with ment of UBC had recommended |
everything they do.”

Mr. Winch suggested that the 
government should have some 
control over the spending of the 
two million voluntary flood re- 
li f fund.

That, said the premier, is pri­
vate money that should be 
handled privately.
SMALL MERCHANTS

The opposition leader wanted 
to know what the government 
was going to do for the berry 
growers and the small merchants.

“No one realizes the plight of 
the berry grower better 
do” declared Mr. Johnson,” but 
there are limits to what t n o 
government can do.

"They are going to receive the 
game treatment as the other 
farmers. We will supply him 
with new crops but they may not 
be raspberries because there is 
a surplus of raspberries at the 
present time.”

The government, continued the 
premier, is not in a position to 
help industry. On the other hand 
there may be specific cases that 
warrant aid.
FULLY COVERED

He was surprised to hear from 
the opposition leader that the 
people of the Fraser Valley didn’t 
know what the government 
planned to do for them. The re­
ports of government policy had 
been fully covered by the press.

Mr. Winch replied that at 
meeting in Matsqui last Friday

"heavy replacements and im-g 
provements on the dykes.” Hej 
quoted Dean Clement as saying! 
at that time that the Pitt Mea-f 
dows dyke “is in a serious con- 
damage.”
IGNORED REPORTS

The government, Mr. Winch! 
said, ignored water board reports I 
which early in the year warned I 
of flood possibilities. He read! 
press clippings dated as far back! 
as February which warned off 
floods.

"You could not have stopped I 
the flood,” Mr.Winch said, “but fl 
I think you could have prevent­
ed some of the vast amount of g 
damage.”

As Mr. Winch recounted visit-1 
ing the dyke areas during the! 
flood, municipal affairs minister B 
told him;

"You were electioneering upj 
there while the flood was on.”

"I was not,” Mr. Winch an­
swered. "I was visiting the flood I 
areas to learn all that I could. I 
People of the province expect the g 
leader of the opposition to knowj 
what he is talking about.”

Among Mr. Winch’s recom­
mendations were: ' Appointment I 
of authority to deal with flood! 
areas outside of the FraserS 
Valley; creation of a permanent | 
dyking authority for the Fraser | 
Valley; compensation for others, h 
besides farmers — "after all, | 
garagemen and merchants lost | 
their all, too;” payments for crop!

about removing the water from 
their land.

mation, replied Mr. Johnson, wa

between 350 and 400 farmers had losses "where same is deemed 
claimed they could not find out necessary;’’ limiting boat speed | 
what the government was doing on Fraser River to cut down

wave wash on dykes; "a state-1 
ment by the government to thel

The opposition leader’* infor- effect it will seek the help of
the Federal government in the g

not complete. The residents had establishment of a TVA plan fori 
asked that the dykes be opened frritish Columbia in order to de-g
to allow the water to flow out 
but the dyking commissioners 
had argued that it would weaki 
the dyke when it is recoi 

On orders from hims 
premier continued, the d; 
been opened.

The sins of omission of past 
i in dealing with the! 

I problem were I 
the present admis-1 

! the Op-|

op power and assist in flood! 
roL

[Flood Rehabilitation Bills! 
jGo Before Legislature

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA —Authorization for the Provincial govern-!
I ment to borrow $5,000,000 for defraying the cost of dyke con-1 
I struction, relief and rehabilitation in the flood-affected dis-1 
I tricts of British Columbia was placed before the legislature! 
I Wednesday afternoon.

In a bill "respecting floods in 
I British Columbia,” the lieuten- 
fi ant - governor - in - council would 
I also be empowered ' to draw 
g funds from consolidated revenue 
I in repairing flood damage.
I The bill authorizes the govern- 
I ment to:
I "Carry out such measures as 

may from time to time be con­
sidered practicable, necessary 
and advisable for the render­
ing of aid in the mitigation of 
damage caused by the flood” 
either alone or inconjunction 
with the Dominion, the muni­
cipalities, or other public 
bodies.

Enter into an agreement 
with the Dominion to pay for 
cost of repairing, strengthen 
ing, constructing and recon­
structing the dykes in the 
Fraser Valley on the basis of 
the Dominion paying 75 per 
cent of the total cost.

Enter into agreements with 
any public authority in the 
province as to the institution 
and carrying out of any 
measures for relief and re­
habilitation required because 
of the floods.

Contribute or lend to any 
public authority such propor­
tion of the cost of any flood 
relief measure undertaken by 
such public authority with the 
approval of the lieutenant- 
governor-in-council.

| WIDE PROVISION
The bill, with wide provisions 

| for providing relief and rehabili- 
| tation measures and with power 
I to draw on consolidated revenue 
I in addition to the $5,000,000 loan, 
Swill give the government great 
I latitude in dealing with flood 
| measures.

It authorizes the setting of the 
I Fraser Valley rehabilitation 
I authority with W. L. Mackin and 
I Col. D'Arey Baldwin, as its mem- 
I bers.

It provides for the setting up 
I of similar boards in other flood- 
I stricken areas, with remunera- 
[ tion to be fixed by the lieutenant- 
I governor-in-counciL

Powers of the boards will be 
I fixed from time to time by the 
lieutenant-governor-m-counciL 

I SECOND BILL
A second bill introduced Wed- 

I nesday afternoon authorizes the 
Provincial government to enter 
into an agreynent with the Do­
minion for the setting up of the 
Fraser Valley dyking authority 
and to pay 25 per cent of the 
cost of "repairing, strengthening, 

{ constructing and re-constructii

the dykes in the Fraser Valley I 
and removing water and debris | 
from the ’flooded lands in that] 
valley.”

Where it is deemed necessary 1 
the reconstruction of the! 

dykes, the minister of lands and* 
forests is empowered to expro-1 
priate lands or to order a muni-: 
cipality or a dyking commission! 
to carry out such expropriations. I

In his report on government | 
work in combatting the Fraser [ 
River flood, Premier Johnson di-| 
gressed frequently from his pre-[ 
pared text.

Talk of damming the Fraser, I 
he declared, did not necessarily I 
supply an adequate solution to! 
the problem. Millions have been! 
spent on the Mississippi and Co-1 
lumbia River systems, yet both! 
rivers have flooded in spite of| 
the dams constructed, he said.

"If you had 20 dams on thel 
Fraser and they were all filled! 
at the time of a flood it wouldn’t! 
make any difference.”
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Special Session Ends, 
Five Flood Bills Passed Premier Outlines 

Flood AssistanceFrom The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—In eight hours Thursday members of the 

provincial legislature approved the policies of the govern­
ment in dealing with British Columbia’s disastrous floods, 
passed the five bills placed before them and prepared to re­
turn to their homes.

When Premier Byron Johnson adjourned the House at 
10:30 p.m., all of the business of the special session had been 
completed and only prorogation by Administrator Gordon 
McG. Sloan, scheduled today, remains.

I By all standards the two-day* 
session is scored as a government 
victory.

At the three sittings Thursday 
opposition members found little 
ground on which to attack the 
past performance or future plans 
of the administration in dealing 
with the flood problem.

They scored the govenment for 
failing to take earlier action in 
the face of warnings as early as 
February that there was grave 
danger of flood conditions in the 
province.
NO WARNING

But it was difficult to meet the 
reply from the Coalition benches 
that if the danger was imminent 
CCF members should have voiced 

I a warning when the House was 
in session in April. '

They opposed the government 
plan to hand over the dykes to 
local authorities when recon­
struction is completed and Prem­
ier Johnson promised the matter 
would be considered further at 

| the 1949 session.
| There were numerous formulas 
for future protection of the Fra-

VICTORIA—Detailed plan of government assistance foi 
farmers affected by the flood was outlined in the legislature 
Thursday by Premier Byron I. Johnson.

Cattle from flooded areas will be provided with free 
feed until 21 days after the stock is returned to his farm.

After that date hay will be available to farmers on the 
following basis: Fraser Valley hay, upland and mixed haj 
from prairie points, mixed hay from the U.S. $15 a ton
Alfalfa hay, $20 a ton.

Grain and mill feed will be 
available from distributors at 25 
per cent below list prices.
$10 SUBSIDY

A subsidy of $10 a ton will be 
paid where a farmer is in a 
position to buy local hay of good 
quality.

j Feed will be supplied free of 
charge until Slpt. 30 for poultry 

I stock that has been evacuated.
I After that date farmers will be ! 
i able to get it from distributors ! 
at a 25 per cent discount.

Hog raisers will get a main- ! 
tainence ration for brood sows 

j only. Feed may be supplied to 
I flocks of sheep. Owners should 
I be encouraged to sell at the 
j present good prices.
[feed supplied
I Feed may be supplied for 

There will be nowork horses, 
allowances made for pleasure 1 
horses.

Where evacuated cattle were 
pastured on private fields or 
where hay fields were cut for 
green feed the owner of the field 
will receive a cash payment of 
not more than $20 an acre.

Seed will be supplied on the 
following basis; oats, 120 pounds 
per acre; wheat, 100 pounds per | 
acre, barley, 100 pounds per ' 

I acre; corn 20 pounds per acre; ! 
grass 15 pounds per acre. 
ALLOWANCES

I Fertilizer will be supplied up.
I to 100 pounds per acre.
I A farmer who has no equip- 
I ment and requires cultivation for 
Ire-seeding will be allowed $3.25 
Ian acre for plowing and $1.75 
Ian acre for double discing. 
[Farmers with machinery will 
[get no assistance.

Three Bills 
To Cover 
Flood Loss

ser Valley.
Allan McDonnell (Coalition, 

Vancouver Centre), and A. R. 
MacDougall, (Coalition, Point 
Grey), recommended a series of 
dams up the river to control the 
water during flood periods—-a 
policy, incidentally, earlier ad­
vocated by Finance Minister 

j Herbert Anscomb.
REMOVE SILT

j Capt. John Cates (Coalition, 
j North Vancouver) suggested that 
i removal of silt from the bed of 
j the Fraser as far east as Mission 
| would assist in keeping the rivjer 
within its banks.

Lands Minister E. T. Kenney; 
reported he could find no evid­
ence that dykes had been a per­
manent cure for floods and de­
clared that the only solution lies 
in preventing people from setil- 

I ing on lands where there is dan­
ger of flooding.

The government, said Herbert 
Gargrave (CCF, Mackenzie) 

j usually an ardent critic of the 
administration, had handled the 

j flood problem in a commendable 
3 manner, ÿ '
| He congratulated the premier 
j for obtaining the deal that he did 
J with the Dominion government, 
| declaring, “when you can gouge 
I $5,000,000 opt of those gentlemen

VICTORIA, B.C. — The pro­
vincial legislature in its two-day 
special session passed three stat- ! 
utes dealing with the flood prob-j 
lem arid set up a program that 
will cost the Dominion and B.C. 
governments a total of $14,500,-

The bills approved by the 
House authorize:

Fonnatioii of the Fraser Val- 
Commissionley Rehabilitation 

and similar boards in other dis-1 
tricts of the provinces that have 
suffered from flood damage.

Formation of the Fraser Val-

Iley Dyking Board with powers 
to reconstruct the dykes in the

. Frnoei» ValievI Fraser Valley.
Moratorium on all debta of] 

persons who are unable to meet 
the obligations because of flood 
losses. The moratorium will laat 
until the end of the 1949 session

in Ottawa it is an achievement' 
SOME DETAILS 

Two Coalition members pro' 
vided most of the opposition t< 
the legislation at the eveninj

___



■■■ ■■■'■iVf
BHHH



WEDNESDAY, JULY 7, 1948

II Flooded B.C
RegionsTo Receive 
I Provincial Aid I

Worst in B.C. HistoryLegislature Hears 
Relief Program

In the course of his address ■ 
the Premier described the Fraser 1 
Valley flood as the wtrst such 1 
disaster In B.C.’s recorded history, 1 
worse even than the 1894 flood ' 
because the high water lasted 

I longer.
I He gave no figures of what 
iHie relief and rehabilitation pro- 
[gran. will cost the provincial 
[treasury, although there have 
[beet. well-founded reports that a 
[loan bill for $5,000,000 Is to be 
[submitted to the House.
| (The Federal Government has 
[already put up $5,000,000 by way 
lot a direct grant for relief and 
[rehabilitation and has voted 
| $4,500,000 as its 75 percent share 
[of rebuilding the Fraser "Valley 
I dykes. This would make a total 
|of $14500,000 expenditure by the 
[two governments, but is not be- 
llluved to cover the entire outlay. 
I In addition the $2,000,000 pubjlc 
» subscription fund is being used 
I for relief to families.)
1 In tracing the history of the1

In the brief Speech from the 
Throne opening the House, Chief 
Justice Sloan declared never be­
fore in the history of Canada 
has so much misery and distress 
or loss of property been caused 
by flood.

He expressed sympathy with 
the families who have been de­
prived of their homes and com-

| VICTORIA, July 7.—Flood victims In the Kootenay* 
and other sections of the province will get the same reha- 
jbilitation assistance as Fraser Valley residents.

This was disclosed to the special “flood” session of the 
B.C. Legislature this afternoon by Premier Byron Johnson. 

The only difference is that the provincial government
mended all ag*cles who have 
taken part In the battle.

With the objective of finishbig 
the special session by Fridaywill have to pay the entire cost of this aid, whereas the 

federal government is contributing to the Fraser Valley re-
The Premier’s announcement 

j At the same time, the Premier came during an hour-long review

night, the House will hold three 
sittings tomorrow to debate the
flood program and deal with the 
loan bill.

Provincial government experts 
have declared the 1948 flood In 
the valley as the worst In B.C.'» 
history.

Premier Johnson gave their 
calculations to the legislature.

He showed that while the water 
In the Fraser rose slightly high­
er in 1894 it was above the 20- 
foot danger mark for only 11 
days on that occasion but this 
year it was 31 days over the 20- 
foot level.

This meant soggy dykes and

of the flood crisis to the MLA's 
immediately after the special 
session had been opened by Chief 
Justice Gordon McG. Sloan as

or other similar losses.

Recommended After Tour flood crisis, Premier Johnson 
said the government had been

He said the decision to extend 
the same assistance to the other 
flood regions was made on the 
recommendation of Lands and 
Forests Minister E. T. Kenney, 
who has just finished a two- 
week tour of the areas.

] Here are the specific terms 
of the -rehabilitation program, 
as cited in the authority of the 

i Fraser Valley Rehabilitation 
j Commission and read to the

the same condition as existed 
prior to the flood.
3—To use every effort to make

forced to act quickly to meet the 
emergency.

"I find it necessary to point 
out that action was taken by the 
government from time to time 
that might have seemed irregu- 
ilar without the sanction of the 
Legislature.

I "It Is needless for me to say, 
however, that the emergency 

(called for swift action and the 
[adoption of measures for which 
[the government would have to 
"seek ratification. Such action 
-was taken to meet the rapidly 
[changing conditions and I trust 
;!the honorable members will keep 
[these circumstances in mind 
[when making an appraisal of 
Iwhat has been done.
I The Premier's address lnclud-

available feed for livestock 
not only for immediate use but 
also for next winter's supply. 
Once the commission has de­
clared the emergency to be past

embankments through seepage, 
taxing the ingenuity of the 
dyke workers to the utmost 

"I think it Is a very great 
tribute to the skill and untiring 
energies of the workers that the

this feed to be purchased by the 
farmers at a price to be deter­
mined by the government on the 
recommendation of the commis­
sion.
4—To make available sufficient

waters were confined to 5LOOO 
acres.

"Had the city of Chilliwackseed and plants as may In 
their opinion be deemed neces­
sary in order to give farmers an 
opportunity to restart their agri­
cultural pursuits.
5—To consider ways and means

—nn (n*,lMM lanj fn net

been inundated our losses would 
have been doubled.

"The flooding of the Delta and
Lulu Island would have doubled 
the total acreage covered by 
water,” the Premier said.



:

VOTE RECOMMENDED

Interior Flood Costs 
Estimated $1,500,000

By Sen Staff Reporter
VICTORIA* July 7—A vote of 

| $1,500,000 lor the flood battle 
I rehabilitation of flood victims 
[outside of the Fraser Valley has 
Ibeen recommended by Lands and 
[Forests Minister E. T. Kenney.

As the result of a two-weeks 
I tour through the Kootenays, 
Okanagan and Northern and 

'jCentral B.C., Mr. Kenney haej 
"tentatively estimated the costs: 
,iof the task at $1,013,208, but sug 
gests the larger vote to take care 

I of areas he was not able to visit.
This program will enable the] 

government to rebuild dykes and: 
restore homes and farms on the] 

aj same basis as those in the Fra 
iser Valley. The province will:
| pay the whole cost, however, be 
ycause Ottawa Is only sharing ip 
9 the national disaster region of 
|the valley.

Besides the losses to private] 
j property, Mr. Kenney, who tabled 
|hls report at the opening of the 

special legislative session this] 
ifternoon, says the public works

He divides cost of the floodj 
I battle and relief as follows:
11—Combatting flood and pro-1 
I tecting dykes, $231,536.
|2—Estimated cost of restoring!
* dykes, $162,000.
13—Immediate relief and restera i 
1 tion of municipal and private I
I property, $467,066.
I A—Replanting crops and seed.
1 $152,606.

In the restoration of homes!
! Mr. Kenney recommends each!
! farmer be allowed a cash credit!
! against which he can draw for! 
g wages while helping to restore! 
|his property.
_ For farm crops he proposes!
I seed and nursery stock should! 
I be given free so new crops can be| 
I put in immediately.

The following tabulation of! 
(costs by areas was given by the| 
(minister:

Skeen» River Valley, $6525 for] 
(relief and rehabilitation.

Kimberley, $50,000 for combat: 
(ting the flood and $114,950 forj 
Irestoration.

Trail, $125,000 for combatting | 
I flood and $114,950 for restoration. I 
I North Kamloops, $4710 for| 
I flood fight and $1645 for replant- 
ling crops.
I North Thompson Area, $22001 
I for flood battle. $10,000 for re-| 
I building dykes, $15,000 for relief! 
land rehabilitation, and $15,000 for| 
[replanting crops.

Creston Area, $36,000 for flood I 
I battle; $150,000 for restoring! 
I dykes.
I Kelowna (outside city), $7809] 
(for flood battle: $33,953 for re- 
I lief and rehabilitation. L
. Merritt and Ashcroft $2000 for| 
(rehab

5*

department has estimated cost of 1 
repairing provincial hig.
$1,500.000. * *

Gov't May Ban 
j Home Building 
I In Flood Areas

By See Staff Reporter
, VICTORIA, July Y—While the j 
j Provincial government is helping J 
I to pay for restoration of flood# 
[ravaged homes, it is considering l 
la policy of preventing peopleB 
I from putting up houses in obvi- [ 
[ous danger areas where they are E 
I threatened by high water each! 
[year.
a This was Indicated to the Leg-1 
[Islature today in the report oft 
I Lands and Forests Minister E. T. I 
! Kenney. - 1
1 Mr. Kenney has suggested that 6 
(all plans for subdivisions In un-| 
(organized territory be submitted* 
j for approval to the lands depart- f 
S ment and the health department! 
sand public works department! 
! before being registered. r
1 On the advice of these depart- !
I ments, he proposes authority be ( 
I granted to refuse subdivision ! 
I plans, If it is shown that people! 
! are building too close to streams | 
I where their property is in danger | 
(of erosion.
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■hie government is treating:
exactly theberry growers e 

e as Other farmilets, to pet
barns and lands

Into producing shape,” he

! premier's declaration came 
j midst of an imp 
toQpposition Lea:

the

Fraser Valley
ef the

the $2,000.000
is being kpent

spend more
committees

jWinch Charges Gov'l 
Flood Neglect

Anscomb Says $4,500,000 Spent 
On Dykes; Levies for Dykes Opposed^

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, July 8. — CCF Leader Harold Winchl 
[charged in the Legislature tHis morning that provincial l 
lemments of the past have been negligent In not guarding 
gthe Fraser Valley against the 1948 flood.
1 “I am not, of course, trying tot 
|charge the government with be-1 conceded there was the difficulty^ 
ghe said. "Fortunately the gov-10f raising the dyking levies from| 
|lng responsible for the flood,” farmers, 
iemment doesn't yet control the 
tweither like it does most other 
I things.

“But I do say that the gov- 
Semments have been inefficient 
tin not taking precautions, and 
Bare to blame àt least for the 
[amount of damage done."

■BACK TO 1877
| Mr. Winch made his attack on 
Itwd main points:
11—Ever since 1877 reports have 
J been made recommending 
Ibetter dykes and flood control, 
abut nothing comprehensive was 
jdone.
IO—The present government wàs 
1 warned as early as February 
I this year to expect flood condi- 
Itions, but was too late doing any- 
I thing about It
I Mr. Winch demanded an assur- 
Sance that the government really 
■intends to carry out proper pro­
tective measures this time, as 
[was not done after former]
[floods.
["ALREADY HAVE THAT”

"Don’t you think you alreadyl 
[have that?” said Premier John- 
[son, who had just finished 
[halï-hôur address pn the plan 
[the new Fraser Vâlley Dyl 
[Board.
| “No, not yet," retorted 1 
I Wlhch, "I can go right back t<
[11894 and show that the si 

s were being said then.”
. Winch declared after 

81894 flood the Dominion pu 
1 $50,000 for a commission on 1 
J control, the same as It has 
8 now. “Rather a coincidence, 
lsaid.
[$4,600,000 FOR DYKES 
I "Yes, but you don’t mention *
I $4,500,000 for actual rebuilding _
"hé dykes,” Premier Johnson 
ntierjected. !

Mr. Winch then got into s 
rossfire with the Rfemier à bout]

■the methods of construe 
| dykes. In 1894 It was recomriii 

l that no trees should be all- 
i grow on the levees, he i 

land this certainly was not fi 
[lowed.
I'ARGUMENT DOESN’T HOLD’
I "I agree there were 
[the Canon dyke, but '
|hb tree*

HUGE SNOW STGgLAGE 
"It was the government's i 

to see that the work was gov-| 
erned by the requirements and! 
not the problem of increasing! 
the levies,” Mr. Winch asserted.!

"So far as I know nothing wasi 
done. That is why I say the! 
government must accept some! 
responsibility.”

He also read the early spring I 
reports of the Water Rights! 
Branch, showing huge snow stor-J 
age in the mountains and 
dieting floods if the run-off i 
ditions developed abnormally 
they later did.

“You had warnings early, but! 
when did the government' swing! 
into,major action—not until thé® 
flood had taken place," he de-1 
clarèd.

Mills Won't 
Get Flood 
Compensation

Br »«* lUtlMl.

VICTORIA, Jnly 8.—Premie 
Byron Johns»» told thé tegisls-j 
tone this morning the govern-1 
meet will not give compensation I 
to lumber mills or other indea-| 
trie* on the Fraser River Shut I 
down by the floods.

He el* declared in rehabill-l 
ta ting berry gtowers, they will! 
not necessarily get complete re-g 

trop» they w<

"Your
(doesn't I......
I Mr. Winch declared j 
j cehtiy as 1946 Dean I 
|m*nC to hie report < 
land litigation, i * ' "
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EUROPEAN, U.S. EXPERTS TO ADVISE

170 Miles of Causeway Dykes 
Planned for Fraser Valley

By Son Staff Bepertor
VICTORIA, July 8.—The new! 

Fraser Valley Dyking Board will! 
get expert advice from Holland,! 
England and the Mississippi ba-| 
sin in the reconstruction of the I 
dykes to hold back future floods, I 
Premier Byron Johnson told the! 
Legislature today. I

When he moved second reading 1 
of the bill setting up the new Do-1 
minion-provincial board, the Pre-|
miersaid the board Is authorizedj
to rebuild between 170 and 2001 
miles ol new dykes sufficiently! 
wide to carry a 12-foot roadway! 
for trucks along the top, with! 
turnouts for the vehicles.

An official of the soûl 
mechanics branch of the National! 
Research Bureau Is already in I 
England studying dyking and I 
will return at the end of thls| 
month to advise the board.

In addition, F. G. Goodspted,! 
Dominion representative on the! 
board, has arranged to get full! 
data on specifications, materials! 
and dyke construction from I 
Charles Senour, chief engineer-1 
lng assistant of the Mississippi! 
River Commission at Vicksburg.!

Further advice will come from! 
H. Darling and E. W. Webber, I 
US. Army engineers, who assist-1 
ed In the flood crisis. They will! 
make a post-flood study of the! 
Valley lor the purpose.

"We have In mind the pro-1 
vision of a dyking system to give! 
pepple of the Fraser Valley the! 
highest sense of security that I 
could possibly be obtained lnso-f 
far as It is humanly possible,” 
the premier

s It Is humanly 
iremier declared.
* PROVEN

Experience on the Vedder Ca-I 
I nal, the Rosedale-Chlll(wack and! 
a Semlault dykes at the height of!
1 the flood proved that breaks canf 
I be fought successfully when the 
1 dykes are wide enough fori 
I trucks to rush rocks and rubbleg 
| to the scene quickly.

Under the new plan the whole]
I valley dyking system will 
I serviced in the same way.
I For the Fraser Valley the Do-| 
I minion pays 73 percent of the uoslj 
I and the province 25 percent '
9 the cost.
1 The Provincial government, i 
I Its own, will undertake slmil 
I dyke rebuilding for other flo 
| areas.
I MUST PROVIDE LAND

The Premier disclosed that)
I while municipal councils and]
I present dyking commissions '
I not have to contribute anyth 
I toward rebuilding the barriers,! 
I they will be expected to provf 
I the land stripe that may be n 
jessary for widening and straight-! 
lening the dykes.
I . Provision Is made In the t 
■for expropriating such propertie
■ but the government will expe<
■ the local authorities to 
■this.
I In addition, he said,
I local authorities will be ch 

dth the responsibility of 
lining them as they have i 
a the put

| PROGRESS REPORTED 
4he Premier gave the 

i following r 
et is being <

lands i

"Survey parties are at Pitt Mea-| 
Idows, Nicomen Island, and party t
■ will start at Agassiz this week-6 
lend.

pies of materials are being B 
8 taken by boring ngrtles and ana-1 
llyzed at University of British Co-1 
Rlumbla as to suitability for dyke! 
j construction.

Work Is underway at Agassiz I 
I in clearing up drift material and I 
I levelling slit and sand deposits. I 

Suction dredge Is at work lm-l 
«roving dyke conditions at Pitt! 
ifeadows.
Water is being pumped fromj,

I areas at Matsqul fad dyke has I 
I been opened thert to permit! 
Imbre rapid drainage of flooded!
I areas.

bragline Is on its way to|
| Matsqul to open up Channels.

Pumping equipment is going I 
| to Sumas.

Parties are at work clearing! 
I growth from dykes at Sumas, I 
iMatsqul, Pitt Meadows, Lulu| 
I Island and South Westminster.
1 All flooded areas have been! 
■visited and additional work will| 
I proceed as conditions permit
| ON TWO FRONTS

Apart from rebuilding dykes, I 
I Premier Johnson declared the g 
I provincial government Is now! 
I participating on two fronts fbr I 
la solution of the Q 
| problem in 6.C.
I bn July 27 Deputy Lands Min-1 
lister George Melrose will attend! 
I a meeting of the International | 
| joint Commission at Bonnei

to discuss the Columbia! 
problem with American! 

I representatives, and the newly!
■ nominated nine-man joint Domin g 
| Ion-Provincial board on the Fraser! 
I will go Into action without any! 
| delay.
■ *Tn short," said the Premier,! 

"every step has been taken with!
la view to meeting the flood| 
I problems of the province.”
I‘BLANK CHEQUE*

Premier Johnson, trt introducing 1 
3 legislation to the house Wednes-1 
I day, disclosed the govemmeht is I 
I asking for the power to borrow] 
I$5,000,000 to cover flood damage! 
land rehabilitation costs, arid for! 
I use of unstated general money! 
I from consolidated revenues to] 
I help pay the flood bill and the re-| 

wilding of dykes.
Affect of the relief and dyking! 

I bills is t6 give the government g 
I practically a “blank cheque,”
I since it would not be limited to| 
| thé itated loan.
_ The tWo main pieces of leg _ 
Elation are the Flood Relief BUl| 
land the Fraser Valley Dyking] 
IBdetl Bill.

In the first, the government is] 
[given the loan powers and auth-1 

*ty to make àn agreement with! 
awa fpr a division Of the! 

I flood costs dn the basis of 751 
paid by Ottawa and 25 g 

»nt by the province.

Also ratified by the measure!
| is the appointment of W. Lyleg 
| Macken and Col. D'Arcy J. Bald- §
1 win as the Fraser Valley Rehab-1 
I llltation Commission. In addition! 
I the government is given power! 
|to set tip rehabilitation boards! 
]for other parts of thè province.]
| BOND RATIFIED

Both bills were given first 
|reàding in the legislature 
[Wednesday

A third hill Introduced by the 
I premier will limit the allowances 
| to MLA’s attending the spécial 
I session to their actual out-of- 
j pocket expenses.

Also on the legislation list Is 
la measure providing a mora- 
I torium on mortgages and land 
I sale agreements in the flood 
I regions, but introduction of this 
I measure was deferred until to- 
|day.

The effedt of the flood relief]
I and dyking bills Is to give the;
I government practically a “blank 
I cheque” In paying for the damage! 
Band rehabilftatiion. It will not Be 
I limited to the. $5,000,000 loqn, 
i since it will be permitted to use

general revenues as well, If this 
i found necessary.
The premier said at one point 

[he doubted If a system of control 
dams on the upper regions of the ] 
Fraser would have âverted much 9 

[of the flooding in the Valley.

IwElR'S RETURN 

[HAILED IN HOUSE
July 8—(CP) 

George M. Weir, for- 
minister dt education,

VICTORIA,
—Dr, 
m#
wtte has been absent frcfa 
thé legislature lot .some 
months, was In his seat at 
the opening of the flood ses­
sion Wednesday and was 
warmly greeted.

James L. Webster, (CLN- 
RosslandTrail) Is Still ffl and 
was absent Arthur J. Tur 
n#, (CCF-VancouV# East) 
<l*i was absent. It M under­
stood he is Abroad.



Flood Relief Flood Session of 
Legislature EndsSession Ends This includes $7,000,000 for re­

lief in the Fraser Valley, of 
hvhich the Dominion has put up 
05,000,000, and $1,500,000 loi 
fother flood regions.

Rebuilding the dykes is figured 
[at $6,000,000, with the Dominion 
[putting up $4,500,000.
J And repairs to roads and 
[bridges will cost about $1,500,000.
THE RELIEF PLAN
| Premier Johnson outlined speci- 
[fically how farmers are to get 
[help in the Fraser Valley and 
[elsewhere:
|1-—He said “cattle shifted from 

lands will be

per acre for plowing and $1.75 
an acre for double discing, but
nothing for harrowing, rolling] 
and seeding. Farmers who have! 
their own machinery will not get 
any cash payments. Garden 
seeds will be given as needed. 
MUNICIPAL ROADS 

Premier Johnson also announc­
ed the government will help with

ton o£ the
the rebuilding of municipal roads 
—but he said for this purpose it 
will not pay the costs of any-! 
thing done Dy municipal road de- 
partments.

Agriculture Minister Frank 
Putnam, who gave further detail! 
on the program for the farmers, 
said the flood came at a time: 
when the hay supply was the 
worst in years.

He told how his officials wentj 
to Yakima, ""Kg
for hay. ___ _____
Manitoba, they found they would 
have to pay $18.55 a ton freight, 
which was too much.

Public Works Minister E. C. 
Carson, reviewing road damage, 
said it will be essential to keep 
heavy traffic off the repaired 
roads while they are still soft
CHEER FOR PREMIER

Mr. Carson said that In the 
long range plan of the nine-man 
commission for planning control] 
of the river it might take two or 
three years before a satisfactory ] 
scheme is worked out

From

GET TIME TO PAY | • their ___ H___  _____
given free feed until the state of 
emergency ends, this being time 
as of 23 days from day he gets 
his cattle back to the land."
2~After that farmers will get

and the setting -up of the new
Fraser Valley Dyking Board to 
rebuild the dykes.
MLA’s GET EXPENSES

In addition the new laws pro­
vide for a moratorium—subject 

jj$# court approval—on mortgage 
jand property sale agreements ini 
the flood regions, 

b The incidental bills provide for 
payment of expense accounts to 
MLA's here for the session and! 
for the inclusion of the new acts! 
in this year's revised statutes.

The House sat until 10:35 p.m. 
Thursday to debate and ratify 
the laws which went through

, and Alberta 
But'when they reached]hay at special prices: $15 a 

ton for hay from the valley, up­
land and mixed hay from prairie 

I points and U.S.; $20 a ton for 
|alfalfa; grain at 25 percent un- 
Ider normal list prices from regu­
lar distributors.
3— Where an owner can pur­

chase local hay the Fraser
Valley rehabilitation authority 
will pay $10 a ton toward the 
cost.
4— Farmers themselves will have

to pay for salt, mineral and 
veterinary service.without a dissenting voice.

The only really sour notes of j: 
the day came from Alan J. Me-1 
Donell (CLN, Vancouver Centre) | 
and A. R. McDougall (CLN, Point B 
Grey) who protested that giving! 
the government a “blank cheque” | 
for expenditure was wrong ini 
principle.
CHARGES POLITICS

Both Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb and Premier Byron 
Johnson conceded that it amounts 
to a blank cheque but said the 
members need not be alarmed, 
since all expenditures will be put 
before the House in a separate 
report.

"T f tHo loon <e not- annnnh

5—Poultrymen will get free feed 
for anything evacuated up to 

September 30, after that they will 
get it for 25 percent off list price. 

Hogs, sheep and horses. Brood

almost every district 
where the flood waters hit mem­
bers spoke on the problems of 
their own ridings.

Alex Hope (Clh., Delta), ^alf 
of whose farm went under water, 
drew a cheer for the premier 
when he declared “no govem-

I- sows get maintenance rations 
o: ,. Feed can be supplied to 
flocks of sheep and to work 
horses, hut not for pleasure 
horses. Owners will be encour­
aged to sell their animals at pres­
ent good prices.
7—People who used their pas­

ture hay crops to feed cattle 
during evacuation will be paid 
off In cash not to exceed $20 an 

[acre. (Some settlements have 
already been made for $10 and 

l$18 an acre).
Ig—Seed supplies for new crops 
I will be given on the following 
[basis: Oats 120 lbs. per acre; 
[wheat 100 lbs. per acre; barley 
[100 lbs., per acre; com 20 lbs. per 
[acre.
|9—Fertilizers will be given on 

approval of a Dominion rep- 
| presentative, on a scale according

and prove that they cannot make 
payments that are due.

The moratorium is not auto­
matic If the person to whom 
money is owed thinks otherwise.

In such a case, the debtor can 
take the matter before a judge 
and get a ruling whether he

The moratorium covers all per­
sons who had such debt up to 
May 15 and were In the floqd 
areas.

(CCF, MacKenzie), there was 
commendation for the premier, 
particularly on his deal with 0| 
tawa to pay 75 percent of tW

luttons

Johnson, lnl 
’s formal s] Gov't to Probe 

Tax Relief in 
Flood Areas

VICTORIA, July 9—The ques-

to nature of the material.
10—If a farmer has not got tin 
"i equipment the rehabitatlor 
eommisslon will pay up to $3.2!

rking costs.

tion of rebating municipal t 
for flood victims will be dlscu 
ty. th.L provln,”U1, Sovemi 
with the municipal authoi 
concerned,' Premier Johnson
in the

Under 
Harold V 
Individual 

“These 
matter. J 
opmenta,

llll
■; vit-:m|i9| FRIDAY, JULY 9, 1948 j
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Maybe Dykes Aren't Enough
The legislature is making a commendable 

Start in passing appropriations to make good 
the flood damage. But nobody will believe 
that, with the expected end of this special 
session today, the last word will have been 
heard in B.C. legislative halls about the 
river devastation of 1948.

It is gratifying to note that the Victoria 
Colonist supports a viewpoint emphasized on 
the editorial page of The Sun recently. The 
Victoria newspaper rightly urged the gov­
ernment to devote the present session to 
financing the flood recovery program and to 
leave permanent engineering policy to the 
mature judgment of experts. In the nature 
of things that must occupy some time.

We suggest that Premihr Johnson should 
have profited by the reminder. In the 
House on Wednesday afternoon he expressed 
an opinion that control dams would be of 
little use in harnessing the Fraser against 
future floods. He said: "You might have had 
20 dams, but if they were all full when the

lit -

I ^

■ > . />%

freshet came, I doubt very much whether 
the river could have been contained within 
its banks.

The Premier may be guessing quite right 
—or he may be wrong. The point is that 
he is not called upon at this time to pass 
upon engineering problems. Some capable 
engineei-s have been thinking that up-coun­
try dams might perhaps play a part in cur­
tailing future Fraser floods. This subject 
must be looked into by experienced tech­
nical men. It is unwise for the Premier to 
allow himself to encourage a state of mind 
in which he sets himself against flood con 
trol of the upper tributaries before that sub 
ject has been investigated and authentic 
reports obtained.

The public will insist on knowing, through 
expert channels, if future Fraser flood con­
trol is a matter of more efficient dykes or of 
up-river control or a combination t)f the 
two. There is just one way to find out and 
that is to get qualified engineers to investi­
gate

ffSSk
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Measures Would Allow
Government Free Hand | The Throne 

the Legislator 
Justice Gordo 
the absence c 
ant-Oovernor 
follows:

"Members < 
sembly:

"In openin 
of the Twen 
British Colu: 
purpose of 
matters, I do 
tlon of the t 
making adeq 
the varied si 
inflicted on 
astrous floor 
such wldesp

Cabinet May Borrow $5,600,000, 
Appoint Administrative Boards

Measures giving the Government a virtual “blank 
cheque” to spend whatever money Is considered necessary

Complete Flood Review 
Outlined to Legislature

; ja out the pi
Fraser River 

"Never be 
Canada has 
distress or 
caused by flc 

"It Is sign 
its proportio 
Dominion C 
preted as a 
calamity wl 
River Valley 

‘T wish 1 
sympathy f< 
and women 
have suffer 
home for s< 
their anxietj 
tatlon and s 
selves with 
to them b* 
Canada an® 

"It Is wl« 
observe the ■ 
tween my 
the Dominie 
sharing of M 

| in combatiiB 
; for ImmedlaH 
I disposing of® 
pletely rec® 
system, ass® 
tlon of hon® 
fences, and® 
tion of fan® 

1 usefulness. ■ 
I "You wl®

Complete review of the situation gency relief costs and rehabilitation, 
created bÿ floods in British Colum- The Province would assume full re- 
bia and the action taken by the sponslbility for immediate relief and 
Provincial Government to provide assisting in the general rehabilita- 
relief and rehabilitation was given tion of homes, farm buildings and 
by Premier Byron I. Johnson at provincial and municipal property, 
the opening of the special flood Cost of reconstructing dikes, remov- 
session of the Legislature yesterday, ing water and debris would be 

The flood this year. Premier shaml 75 P*r <*nt ** ^e Dominion 
Johnson Mid, was the wont in the lnd 25 P*r cent b? 1116 Province, 
known history of the Province and 0081 ot Prôtectin* the dikes during 
represented the worst flood disaster flood »Dd combating the flood 
ever recorded in Canada. generally would be shared on the

Peak of water in the great flood same 
et 18P4 was slightly higher, but It rie8T TIME 
was ot only ten days’ duration, as For the first time the Premier 
compared with more than a month disclosed terms of reference given 
of high water in this year's disaster, to the Eraser Valley Rehabilitation 
the Premier said. Commission.

Due to the great skill and untir- Making the first definite state- 
lng efforts of all those who worked ment on crop losses. Premier John- 
on the dikes, Mr. Johnson said, the son said: “The provision of livestock 
water was confined to 61,000 acres, teed, seeds, stock plants and the 
HIGH praise restoring of farms to their former

usefulness Khali not include any 
Hs had high praise for the work claims for frfnp»nMit<nn of lost 

of numerous individuals who di- crops, lost cattle or any other siml- 
rected the flood battle In the early ^ losses that may have bien in- 
stages. for the hundreds of citizens curred.-
who worked voluntarily on the dikes ____ .-a—_ . - , .. . - .. Otherwise, the commission, com-
and Mr fore,. ^ ‘‘“‘f
_ _____ „ DArcy Baldwin, was instructed to

Premier then reviewed his ^ p^pp. back to their homes as 
conference with members sf lhe^u possible, to render assist- 
redeml Government and the agree- ,DCC „ ,lrmen5 ÛÜKri 
ment, wMch «rented for shar- storin< theu. ^ iml IlnB 
to, rollti Mid rohabüitBtion costs buildings, ,0 make available feed

***? v*u*r’ He for livestock, both for immediale
Uiatfood costo outs* the Fraser L* for Wlmtr, supply.
Valley would be entirely a Provm- !to aocltnt seeds and plants
dal responsibility. available to allow farmer, to re-

The Dominion Government, he start their crops and to consider 
recalled, woulid make an outright ways and means of restoring i—a. 
grant of 66JMO.OOS toward enter- to their former usefulness.

Byron Johnson gave a review of
the flood situation and the action

bat it
The House resolved to have three

I sittings dally until Friday or until;
business Is concluded—from 11:90
ajeo. to 1 p.m . from 2:90 pjn. to

pjn. and from 1:90 pjn. until

let the major bills, the Flood Rebel

relief work through tike Province.
and the Fraser Valley Diking Board

It will be financed out of
taaBy

not be

mm3



Throne Speech Stresses Problems 
Facing Victims of Fraser Floods

The Throne Speech, delivered ati 
the Legislature yesterday by Chief 
Justice Gordon McGregor Sloan ih| 
the absence of His Honor Lieuten­
ant-Governor Charles A. Banks, | 
follows:

"Members of the Legislative As-| 
ijsembly:

"In opening the Fourth Session1 
of the Twenty-first Parliament of] 
British Columbia for the special! 
purpose of dealing with flood 
matters, I do so with a full realiza* 
tlon of the urgency that exists for 
making adequate provision to meet 
the varied and distressing problems 
inflicted on the people by the dis­
astrous floods which have caused 
such widespread damage through­
out the province, particularly in the] 
Fraser River Valley.

"Never before in the history oil 
Canada has so much misery and 
distress or loss of property been 
caused by flood.

"It Is significant, In appreciating 
its proportions, to observe that the 
Dominion Government has inter­
preted as a national disaster the 
calamity which befell the Fraser 
River VaUey.

“I wish to express my deepest 
sympathy for those unhappy men 
and women who, with their children, 
have suffered loss of house and 
home for so long. All of us share 
their anxiety as they view the devas­
tation and seek to re-establish them­
selves with the assistance tendered 
to them by the Governments of 
Canada and British Columbia.

"It Is with gratification that I 
observe the agreements reached be­
tween my Government and that of 

I the Dominion of Canada for the 
| sharing of financial responsibilities 
In combating the flood, providing 
for Immediate r^lef, repairing dikes,

! disposing of water and debris, com­
pletely reconstructing the diking 
system, assisting in the rehabilita­
tion of homes, farm buildings, and 
fences, and helping in the restora­
tion of farm lands to their former 
usefulness.

"You will be asked to provide

I funds and to empower the Govern-1 
S ment to adopt such measures as may 1 
lbe deemed necessary from time to| 
| time to expedite this work.

"I wish to thank all public-1 
spirited citizens who contributed tog 
the British Columbia Flood Relief! 
Fund. Their contributions will assist | 
materially In meeting the needs of I 
the people who have lost personal | 
effects and household furnishings.

"The prompt action of my Gov­
ernment in grappling with the varied 
problems arising from the flood are 
to be commended, and I feel sure 
that you will give thoughtful and 
sincere consideration to such meas­
ures as will be submitted to you.

“I pray the blessing of Divine |

(Providence will attend your de-f 
liberations."

.

Minister Recommends $1,500,000 
For Relief Outside Fraser Valley

At least $1,500,000 should be pro­
vided for relief from the ravages of 
flood waters in British Columbia 
outside the Fraser Valley. A further 
$1,500,000 should be provided for re­
pairing British Columbia roads and 
bridges.

These were the major recommen­
dations yesterday of Lands and 
Forests Minister E. T. Kenney, who 
was appointed by the Cabinet three 
weeks ago to survey flood damage 
outside the Fraser Valley. His find­
ings were outlined in a 15-page re­
port released yesterday.
SAME BASIS

Despite the fact that the Dominion 
Government is sharing in rehabili­
tation costs for the Fraser Delta 
while the Province must bear the 
entire costs outside this area, Mr, 
Kenney recommended that all per­
sons suffering flood damage any­
where in the Province be treated on 
exactly the same basis.

He gave the following tentative 
analysis of flood costs outside the 
Fraser Valley: combatting flood and 
protecting dikes, $231,536; estimated 
cost of restoring dikes, $162,000; 
immediate relief and restoration of 
municipal and private property, 
$467,066, and replanting crops and 
seed, $152,606.

Totals for each district included: 
Skeena River Valley, $6,525; Kim-1 
erley, $164,950; Trail. $362,890;

|North Kamloops, $6,355; North 
hompson River. $42,200; Creston 

$185,000; Kelowna (outside

city), $7,809; Merritt and Ashcroft, 
$33953; Cawston, Christian Valley, 

i Grand Forks, Hedley, Keremeos, Oli­
ver, Osoyoos, Princeton and West- 
bridge, $177,209; South Okanagan 
Land Project, $6,817; Arrow Lake, 
$2900.

In addition, Mr. Kenney reported 
that Hedley required $22,000 for, 
river protection and that river bank ' 
work Is necessary at Natal.
NOT COVERED

Areas he was not able to cover 
personally, but for which he received 
reports, bring his total recommended 
relief expenditure to. $1,500,000.

In the reconstruction of dikes out­
side the Fraser Valley, Mr. Kenney 
recommended the work should be 
under the strict supervision of an 
engineer, and said there were a 

.number of places In which dikes 
| would have to be completely rebuilt.

"In the restoration of private 
homes," he continued, "I would sug­
gest that an agreed upon credit 
should be set up from which the 
home owner could draw his wages 
and materials, so that he may be 
usefully employed during the time 

I his property, such as farm lands, is 
I being relieved of excess water and 
becomes In a fit state for culti­
vation."

Seeds and nursery stock, Mr. Ken­
ney said, should be supplied free so 

| that farms rehabilitation could be 
'carried out as soon as possible.

"My attention was repeatedly

called to the desirability of bank y 
protection and the dredging of] 
channels of streams," he reported.

This would necessitate an enor­
mous expense as in such mountain­
ous country as British Columbia. 
Where the river gradients are great, 
the damage to properties adjacent 
to steams will continue for all time, 
he said.

Mr. Kenney recommended that all] 
plans for subdivision of land In un-1 
organized territory be submitted to] 
the Lands Department and the] 
Health Department for approval.



ïnishesProgram 
On Flood Rehabilitation 
Session Will End Today
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Members Approve All Phases 
Of Government Relief Project

Members of the Legislature placed the stamp of ap­
proval on all phases of the Government’s British Columbia 
flood relief and rehabilitation program in three sittings 
yesterday and prepared for prorogation at 10:45 todp”

- - ■* Allan J McDonnell (The Government wa* authorized:
- 1. To borrow $5,000,000 for relief 
land rehabilitation. Ülti

2. To spend any further money 
1 considered necessary.

To set up a Fraser Valley Re- 
| habilitation Board to administer 
| (Jointly with the Dominion) re-1 
p habilitation along the Fraser and 
I any other boards required for other i 
gparts of the Province.

4. To set the Fraser Valley Diking 
Board for reconstruction fjointly 
with the Dominion) of dikes In the 
Fraser Valley.

5. To ratify all action taken by 
either of the above bodies up to the 
present.

6. To provide relief and rehabili­
tation for all parts of the Province] 
on the same basis.

9. To provide a moratorium on 
debts and a prohibition against re« 
possession of property for flood vic­
tim*.
TENTATIVE PROGRAMS 

The tentative financial progran 
as outlined by Premier Byron John 
son and other members of the 
Cabinet yesterday, was as follows:

For Fraser Valley diking, $6,000,- 
000, «1 which M 600,000 is to be pro-1 
vlded by the Dominion and 11.500,- 
000 by the Province.

Tor Prater Valley Rehabilitation, 
114100,000, ol which the Dominion la 
to protide 16,0004)00 and the Pror 
inoe, 12,000,000.

Outside the Eraser Valley, tlJOO.-

Thto brings the total 
mftuK -at the two 

no 914,5004)00.

I Premier Johnson emt 
this was only a tentative 
He «aid:

MORE AVAILABLE

I "I! more b required, both 
ment» will put up the money 

finish the Job."
In addition, more than 12,000,

Ik available from the B.O. *1 
Relief Pund, raised by publie 

, which win be used tor 
of pereonal 

» lq,t hi the 
tition <6 the 

from
im

Allan J. McDonnell (cTn' Van­
couver Centre) and AR. MacDougal 
(01n„ Point any) objected to the 

["blank cheque" provtolons of the 
Relief Act.

| ANSCOMB REPLIES
Replied Finance Minister Herbert 

Anscomb: "You are right, but I 
| think you are unduly alarmed.”

"Frankly, It Is a blank cheque,"
I said Premier Johnson. "If we find 
Jthe loan is not enough for the work,
| we will have to go to the consol! 
i dated fund."

Premier Johnson pointed out that1 
I all the moneys spent would be ac- 
I counted for In a separate report to] 
(the Legislature.

Early In the day, C.C.F. Leader 
Harold Winch launched an attack 
Jon the Government. He contended] 
the Government could not be' 

(blamed for the flood but could not 
1 slough off responsibility for the 
(damage caused by the flood. He 
read from several reports to the 
Government, dating back as far as 
1877, which warned that action must 
be taken If a major catastrophe was 

i to be avoided some day.
The Government 6ld not act until 

the emergency was upon them, 
charged.

He wanted to know what was . 
be done for compensating store an 
garage owners who had suffered f 
the flood just as much as farmei 
and what would be done for UH 

j dus try.
STEERING CLEAR 

Mr. Johnson replied that the Gov-j 
emment had tried to steer clear r“ 
compensation for Industry but 

| small commercial establlst 
would receive consideration.

■

Bill Would Prohibit Property Seizure 
On B.C. Lands Damaged During Floods

BILL providing a virtual moratorium on debts and 
prohibition on repossession of personal property 
for those in flooded areas of British Columbia was 

given third reading by the Legislature yesterday after 
introduction by Attorney-Governor Gordon S. Wismer.

Flooded areas are to be defined by the Lieutenant- 
Governor in Council.

The bill provides that, except with the permission of 
a judge, no one may commence or continue an action 
for enforcement of a lien or judgment for payment of 
money or foreclosure of a mortgage.

Except with the permission of a judge no one may 
take proceedings for attachment, seizure or reposses­
sion of any chattels which were in flooded areas before 

ggMay 15 of this year.

To Keep Heavy Traffic 
Off Flood-Hit Highways

The Government will be forced toi 
keep heavy traffic oft many flood- 
damaged highways until the road I 
bed thoroughly dries out, Worksl 
Minister E, C. Carson Informed the] 
Legislature yesterday.

Otherwise, he said, heavy trucksl

(would destroy thousands of dollars] 
of work on provincial roads. 

Answering several members of thel 
who claimed that the Qov- 

nt’s dike reconstruction pro- 
should be supplemented by a| 

:-term, flood control scheme, Mr.I 
pointed out that for a longâ 

led his dspertment had been] 
_ „ an overall study of flood con-f 

trol tor the Priser watershed. Re-1 
itly. Ottawa had appointed repre-| 
datives to "a Dominion-Provincial!

’ j s, v \ ' ■ ■■ - ■
The study ©I such » vast 

would W ai long-term project, how-1 
the minister warned. It was! 

hoped tha^ storage dams could bel 
but the expense wouty be| 

not be i 
<* 1

piles for asphalt and other ma-1 
terials,’’ he said.

The department was endeavoring] 
to replace obsolete bridges which! 
were washed out by the flood with( 
fill or modem bridges.

Agriculture Minister Frank Put­
nam warned there may be a milk 
shortage this Winter because cattle 
In the flood areas had been taken 
from their usual habitat and would 
not be receiving usual fodder.

*■ 1 ' -.6<"VV' ? tk
V V.-'.. 1 .

GOING AHEAD
mm PWii and high-1 

was going!

,and<
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Will Rebuild 170-200 Miles of Dikes 
Premier Johnson Tells Legislature

From 170 to 200 miles of dikes ini 
the lower Fraser Valley will be re-1 
constructed, Premier Byron John-] 
son told the Legislature this morn­
ing in explanation of the Fraser Val-j 
ley Diking Board bill.

The base of the dikes will be suf­
ficiently wide to support a gravel 

road 12 feet wide, with turnout» so| 
that trucks may be used along the 

J top of the dikes during flood emer-| 
| gency or for general maintenance. 

None of the costs of reconstruc-l 
tion or repairs will be charged to 
diking or municipal authorities, Mr. 
Johnson explained, but when the re-| 
construction work is completed, 
maintenance will be their responsi­
bility.

In accordance with the recent] 
[agreement, Mr. Johnson said, the 
|bominlon will pay 75 per cent of the 
cost, the Province 25 per cent. The 
[provincial share will be provided 
from two sources, the $5,000,000 flood 
loan and the consoldiated revenue of] 
the Province.
NO EFFORT 4

No effort is being spared by the 
diking board in obtaining the advice 
of experts, the Premier said.

F. G. Goods peed, Federal repre­
sentative, had advised him that 
Legget, soil mechanic expert 
National Research Bureau, had 
fered the services of his depart- j 
ment.

Mr. Peckover, of the same branch,] 
had been in Holland studying dike' 
works and will return at the end off

rapid drainage. Pumping equip] 
ment is going forward to Su 
Parties are at work clearing grow 
from dikes at Sumas, Pitt Meadow 
Lulu Island and South Westminster 

All flofloded areas have now 1 
[surveyed by the diking board, 
[Premier said, and work will con 
tinue as conditions permit.

■■■■■I

. : .

J July to advise the diking board. The 4, ; 
3| chief engineering assistant of the jg 

; Mississippi River Commission had ” 
j conferred with Mr. Goodspeed and 
I offered full information regarding 
| specifications for dike construction.

H. Darling and E. W. Webber, from 
I the office of the .chief engineer of 
| the United States Army, will visit 
| the Fraser Valley to study condi- 
|tions and to give the diking boardflj 
B the benefit of their advice, Premier 
| Johnson asserted.
I THIRD MEMBER

A third member of the board ls[
I still to be appointed by the Federal 
I Government, Mr. Johnson said, and 
I he will act as chairman. In the 
s meantime, the work is going for- 
I ward under Mr. Goodspeed and 
I Bruce Dixon, provincial diking com- 

nissioner.
An active reconstruction program] 

Ils already under way, the iSemler 
I eald. Survey parties are at Pitt 
I Meadows and Nlcomen Island and] 
la party will «tart at Agaasli this 
I week «id. Samples . of materials]
I are being taken by boring parties 
land analyzed at the University of 
I British Columbia aa to suitability!
I for dike construction. Clearing ui 
a of drift material and leveling sand] 
land silt deposits Is already proceed­
ing at Agassiz. At Pitt Meadow a 
I suction dredge la improving the]
I condition of the dikes.

Water Is being pumped from!
| areas at Matequl and the dike has 
Ibeen opened there to permit more

Province Not 
Santa Claus 
Kenney Says

Warning that claims for Gov-1 
emment aid from flood sufferers in | 
British Columbia will need careful | 
scrutiny was given to the Leglsla-l! 
ture yesterday by Lands and Forests $ 
Minister E. T. Kenney.

Like Premier Byron Johnson, he | 
made it clear during debate on the 
[flood bill yesterday, that while the| 
Government intended to do every­
thing possible to get flood victims |jj 
re-established, it did not intend to j. 
play Santa Claus.

CRITICS 
Mr. Kefnney also struck back at| 

those offering advice on dike re-1 
construction and blaming the Gov- j, 

Ijernmeht because the dikes broke till 
the floods;

“Everyone is posing as an author-|j 
tty on diking and hydraulics," he k 
declared. “We have had floods from l] 
the beginning of time and we will! 
have them again," the minister as-1 
serted, “and no amount of diking] 
is going to change it."

There was no hope of complete [[ 
protection from dikes. The only per- 
feet solution would be to prohibit ïj 
people from settling on tjottomi: 
lands—and this was exactly where 
some of the most fertile soil was | 
found.
BETTER THAN U.S.

I Mr. Kenney acknowledged that g 
[some of the material used in dikeel 
has not been satisfactory. But ap-lj 
parently it had not been much bet-j 
ter in the United States, where 13 £ 
dikes had broken.

I In the meantime tests were being E 
made on materials which would £ 
be satisfactory.

The Government, he contended, p 
was attacking the flood problem V 
iwith the same fortitude as theL 
j people of the province had shown ] 

combatting it.

farmers in Flood Area 
aTo Benefit by New Bill

The farm rehabilitation program 
[for flooded areas in British Colum- 
jbla was outlined on second reading 
[of the Flood Relief Bill yesterday by 
[Premier Byron Johnson and Agri­
culture Minister Frank Putnam.

Cattle from flooded areas will be 
provided with free feed until the 
emergency is over, which means 21 
days after the owner returns his 
cattle to his farm.

When the_ emergency is ended, 
hay will be supplied to each farmer 
at $25 a ton for alfalfa and $15 a ton 
for mixed hay.

Grain and mill feed will be sup­
plied by the regular distributors at 
25 per cent under the list price. Salt, 
minerals and veterinary service will 
be the responsibility of the owner.

Where a farmer is in a position 
to purchase local hay, the rehabili- 
tation boards are authorized to pay 
$10 a ton toward the cost. 
SUPPLIED FREE

Poultry feeds will be supplied free 
to growing and old-stock until the 
end of September and afterward 
will be provided* through regular 
distributors at 25 per cent under, 
the list price.

A maintenance ration will be sup-
HHHKi

plied for brood sows and may be 
supplied for flocks of sheep and work 
horses but not for pleasure horses.

Stressing that every effort mustg 
be made to plant grains, grasses andp 
legumes in order to provide ensllagi 
this Autumn, Premier Johnson said,g 
the rehabilitation board will supply ! 
seed to the extent of 120 pounds of| 
oats per acre, 100 pounds of wheat,! 
100 pounds of barley and 20 pounds! 
of com. Grass seed will be provided! 
at the rate of 15 pounds per acre and| 
farmers wishing to lay a heavier seed! 
bed must pay for any additional seed| 
themselves.

Fertilizer will be supplied to farm-g 
ers, where Agriculture Department B 
officials feel it can be used to ad-lj 
vantage at the rate of 75 to 1Q0| 
pounds an acre.

Where a farmer has no equipment g 
and needs to hire a tractor and ma-1 
chlnery in order to cultivate before!] 
re-seeding, the rehabilitation boards f 
will pay up to $3.25 an acre fori 
ploughing and up to $1.75 an acre| 
for double discing. Harrowing, rollingp. 
and seeding are the responsibility of| 
the farmer himself.

The agricultural work will 
carried on by a sub-organizati 
under the direction of Mr. Putnam.

: ;

SATURDAY, JULY 10, 1948

I Legislature Members 
Pack, Head for Home

Members ot the Legislature packed 
up and headed tor home yesterday 
alter one ot the shortest sessions 
In British Columbia history.

In a five-minute ceremony, Just 
before 11 a.m., Chief Justice Gordon

McG. Sloan gave assent to five bills! 
and prorogued the House.

For brevity, the session was 
equalled only by the special session 
of 1840, called to give the Govern­
ment power to take over gasoline 
companies.

On the whole, members ot the 
House Including those frotn the 
C.C.F. benches were loud In their 
praise ot the Governmentl flood 
rehabilitation program and the, 
emergency action to combat the 
flood taken by Premier Byron John-] 
son.

Two Coalition members, Allan J. 
McDonell and A. R. MacDougal ob-j 
jected to the “blank cheque" give*1 
to the Government to spend vlf 
tually unlimited sums and the 
powers given to the Fraser Vi 
Diking Board tor entering upon 
taking possession of private prop 
'erty.

The rehabilitation program calls 
for expenditure of an estimated |1*.- 
600,000, with more to be provided It 
It Is needed. Of this amount, *8,500,- 
000 Is to be provided by the Domin- 
|lon under an agreement negotiate* 
by Premier Johnson and *5,000,01

,y the Province.
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All Flood Areas 
To Get Same Aid 
Johnson Reports

The British Columbia Legislative Assembly, meeting in 
a special flood session this afternoon, learned that flood 
areas of the British Columbia interior will receive the same 
assistance as has been and will be instituted for the Fraser 
Valley.

This was made clear shortly after the 47 members of the 
Legislature convened in the grey-marbled assembly chamber 
at 3 this afternoon by Premier Byron Johnson in a lengthy 
review of action taken by the Provincial government to 
fight the floods and to provide ior rehabilitation of the 
areas in which the flood waters are now receding.
Purpose of the special session 

is to have the provincial Parlia­
ment ratify extraordinary meas­
ures taken by the government 
during the emergency and to con­
sider proposals of the govern­
ment to solve the problems aris­
ing from the flood.

“During®my remarks today I 
intend to review in detail my ne­
gotiations with the federal gov­
ernment but i can say at this 
time that the co-operation and 
assistance received from the fed­
eral authorities was everything 
that could be desired and final 
financial arrangements satisfac­
tory," said Mr. Johnson.

The Speech from the Throne 
was read by Chief Justice Gor- 
dçn McG. Sloan, administrator 
for the province in the absence 
of Lieutenant-Governor Charles 
A. Banks.

For the first time Premier 
Johnson disclosed details of the 
terms of reference for the pro­
vincial Fraser Valley Rehabilita­
tion Commission, composed of W. 
L. Macken and Col. D’Arcy Bald­
win.

Here are the terms of refer-| 
ence:

1. To organize In each af-1 
fected area such volunteer citizen I 
committees as seem desirable to | 
secure the voluntary co operation 1 
and assistance of the people in I 
each district in order to get the I 
people back into their homes as 1 
quickly as possible and to set up | 
such other organizations, admin 
istrative and otherwise as you I 
deem necessary to undertake the 1 
general work of rehabilitation.

"2. Rehabilitation, for the pur­
poses of this commission shall be I 
interpreted to mean the render-1 
ing of assistance to farmers and | 
others in restoring their homes, 1 
farm buildings and fences dam-1 
aged by the flood to*as near the I 
same condition as existed prior | 
to the flood.

“3. To use every effort to make! 
available feed for livestock not! 
only for immediate use but also] 
for next winter's supply. Once! 
the commission has declared the! 
emergency to be past, this feed! 
to be purchased by the farmers! 
at a price to be determined by! 
the government on the re com- j 
mendations of the commission.

MlÀ/s To Get Only 
I Expenses For Session |

Members of the provin­
cial Legislature meeting In 
special flood session will not 
receive salary, only ex­
penses.

The members will, be 
asked to submit expense 
accounts covering their trav­
eling, hotel accommodation 
and meals, It was reported 
today at the Legislative 
Buildings.

With no debate on the 
Speech from the Throne, 
and with immediate Intro­
duction of legislation, the 
session is expected to con­
clude Friday night.

Text Of Speech From Throne
The text of the Speech from 

I the Throne read this afternoon 
I by Chief Justice Gordon McG.
1 Sloan in the Provincial Legisla- 
I ture is as follows:

Jn opening the fourth session 
I of the 21st Parliament of British 
j Columbia for the special pur­

pose of dealing with flood 
I matters, I do so with a full 
1 realization of the urgency that 
j exists for making adequate pro- 
1 vision to meet the varied and 
| distressing problems inflicted on 
| the people • by the disastrous 

floods which have caused such 
widespreal damage throughout 

[the province, particularly in the 
j Fraser River Valley.'

Never before in the history 
j of Canada has so much misery 
I and distress or loss of property 
| been caused by flood.

It is significant, in appréciât- 
[ ing its proportions, to observe 
| that the Dominion government 
I has interpreted as a national 
] disaster the calamity which befell 
I the Fraser River Valley.

I wish to express my deepest 
I sympathy for those unhappy 
I men and women who, with their 
I children, suffered the loss of 
j house and home for so long. All 
| of us share their anxiety as they 
j view the devastation and seek to 
I re-establish themselves with the 
| assistance tendered to them by 

the governments of Canada and 
British Columbia.

P*

It is with gratification that 11 
observe the agreements reached | 
between my government and | 
that of the Dominion of Canada | 
for the sharing of financial | 
responsibilities in combating the | 
flood, providing for immediate L™ 
relief, repairing dikes, disposing |§j 
of water and debris, completely f™ 
reconstructing the diking system, |S 
assisting in the rehabilitation of 1 
homes, farm buildings, and r 
fences, and helping in the f|j 
restoration of farm lands to | 
their former usefulness.

You will be asked to provide! 
funds and to empower the gov-f 
ernment to adopt such measures! 
as may be deemed necessary g 
from time to time to expedite 1 
this work. L

I wish to thank all public-® 
spirited citizens who contributed | 
to the British Columbia Flood | 
Relief Fund. Their contributions | 
will assist materially in meeting 1 
the needs of the people who B 
have lost personal effects and \ 
household furnishings.

The prompt action of my gov- S 
ernment in grappling with the 1 
varied problems arising from I 
the flood are to.be commended, I 
and I feel sure that you will I 
give thoughtful and sincere con-1 
sidération to such measures as | 
will be submitted to you.

I pray the blessing of Divine 1 
Providence will attend your de-g 
liberations.

To Restart Damaged Farms
“4. To make available sufficient 

seed and plants as may in their 
opinion be deemed necessary in 
order to give farmers an oppor­
tunity to restart their agricul­
tural pursuits.

"5. To consider ways and means 
of restoring the land to as near 
its.former usefulness as possible 
and to submit recommendations 
in connection therewith to the 
government for their considera­
tion.

“6 The provision of livestock 
feed, seeds, stock plants and the 
restoring of farms to their 
former usefulness shall not in­
clude any claims for compensa­
tion of lost crops, lost cattle or 
any other similar losses that may 
have been incurred."

Under the arrangement be­
tween the federal and provincial 
governments the Dominion gov­
ernment is making an outright 
grant of $5,000,000 to the province 
to cover the Dominion’s share of 
temporary emergency relief as 

; well as the financial liability for 
' measures of rehabilitation which 
the federal gdvernment agreed 
to accept.

The Provincial government has 
i assumed full responsibility for 
1 immediate relief and assisting in 

the general rehabilitation of 
homes, farm buildings and dam- 

I age sustained by provincial end 
| municipal property.

The federal government will 8 
pay 75 per cent and the provincial I 
25 per cent of the cost of repair-1 
ing the dikes, removing water [ 
from inundated areas, removing j 
debris and reconstructing the en- j 
tire diking system.

The cost of protecting the dikes I 
and combatting the flood will be | 
shared on the same basis.

Premier Johnson reminded the j 
members that action taken by the [ 
government during the flood | 
might have seemed irregular I 
without the sanction of parlia-[ 
ment.

"It is needless for me to say, I 
however, that the emergency I 
called for swift action and the I 
adoption of measures for which I 
the government would have to j 
seek ratification," he said. “Such [ 
action was taken to meet the B 
rapidly changing conditions and I 
I trust the honorable members I 
will keep these circumstances In I 
mind when making an appraisal | 
of what has been done."

He expressed appreciation of ] 
the government “to every organ!- f 
zation and to each and every per-1 
son who has worked or is work f 
ing so diligently in connection 1 
with the floods not only in the I 
Fraser Valley but throughout | 
the entire province.”
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Members Prepare For Special Flood Session

Members of the Provincial Legislature from all parts of the province are in Victoria 
today for the special three-day flood session. Here are five of the up-country members, 
pictured this morning at the Parliament Buildings. They are, left to right: W. J. 
Johnson, Revelstoke; Walter Hogg, Cariboo; W. D. Smith, Atlin; T. A. Love, Grand 

Forks, and Dr. J. J. Gillis, Yale. All are government members.

msm

The mace, symbol of authority In the B.C. Legislature, 
is brought out for the special flood session of the Legis­

lature by its custodian, W. Tranter.
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Floods Outside Fraser Valley 
To Cost Province $1,500,000

Lands and Forests Minister 
E. T. Kenney has recommended 
that $1,500,000 be provided for 
the relief from the ravages of 
the flood in areas outside the 
Fraser Valley.

In an address to the Pro­
vincial Legislature this afternoon 
Premier Byron Johnson said that 
the same measures of relief 
would be accorded flood areas of 
the interior as provided for the 
Fraspr Valley. Mr. Kenney said 
that a tentative estimate of 
costs for the area outside the 
Fraser Valley placed it at $1,- 
013,208, made up as follows:

Combatting the flood and pro­
tecting the dikes, $231,536; esti­
mated cost of restoring the 
dikes, $162,000; cost of immediate 
relief and restoration of muni­
cipal and private property, $467,- 
066, and costs of replanting crops 
and seed, $152,606.

This was made following a 
survey made by Mr. Kenney in 
which he traveled 700 miles by 
air, 2,000 miles by auto and 80 
miles by motor boat to the in­
terior flood areas.

“In views of the impossibility 
of visiting all areas and includ­
ing all losses, I would recom­
mend that at least $1,500,000 be 
provided for the relief from the 
ravages of the flood,” he said.

While in the Fraser Valley the 
cost of the flood is being shared 
by the federal and provincial 
governments the full cost of the 
interior floods will be paid by 
the provincial government.
DIKE RECONSTRUCTION

Mr. Kenney in his report re­
commended that the provincial 
government detail an engineer 
to organize and supervise the 
reconstruction of the dikes in 
the interior. In a number of 
instances long lengths of the 
dikes which indicated weaken- 
nesses during thç flood should 
be entirely rebuilt, he said.

In the restoration of muni­
cipal property the officials of 
the municipalities would super­
vise the work as agreed on with 
the gpvernment officials, he -sug­
gested.

“In the restoration of private 
homes I would suggest that an 
agreed upon credit should be set 
up from which the homeowner 
could draw for his wages and 
material, so that he may be use­

fully employed during the time 
his property, such as farm laids, 
is being relieved of the excesj 
water and becomes in a fit i 
for cultivation," he said.

"I would recommend 
wherever necessary, seed 
nursery stock should be gift 
gratis in order to rehabilitate! 
farms as early as possible sin 
to the assistance being giveij 
the Fraser Valley.”

To preclude the possibilitylof 
persons building close to he 
banks of streams which might be 
eroded during floods and to n- 
sure reasonable sanitary pr< 
sions, Mr. Kenney recomment ed 
that all plans for subdivision in 
unorganized territory be 
mitted for approval by the larj 
department and the health 
partment as well as at present! 
the public works department 
fore they are registered at 
Lands Registry office.
DETAILS OF COSTS

Mr. Kenney broke down th| 
costs of combaiting the flood anl 
protecting the dikes as followsl 
Kimberley $50,000, Trail $125,0" 
North Kamloops $4,710, NortH 
Thompson River $2,200, Creston 
diking district $25,000, Crestonl 
reclamation farm $7,000, Nicks1 
Island diking district in the Cres-1 
ton area $3,000, Keowna (outside! 
the city) $7,809, South Okanagan | 
project $6,817.
• The estimated cost of restore- j 
tion of the siructures such as 
dikes, works, removing water and 
debris, was made up as follows: 
North Thompson River $10,000, 
Creston diking district $50,000, 
Creston reclamation farm $100,- 
000, and Arrow Lake $2,000.

The costs ol immediate relief 
and rehabilitation of the prop­
erty, both municipal and private, 
were made up as folows: Skeena 
River Valley $6,525, Kimberley 
$114,950, Trail $237,890, North 
Thompson River $15,000, Kel­
owna (outside city) $33,953, Mer­
ritt and Ashcroft $2,000, southern 
Okanagan and border country, 
$56,748.

Breakdown of the costs of re­
planting crops was as follows: 
North Kamloops $1,645, North 
Thompson River $15,000, Merritt 
and Ashcroft $15,000, South 
Okanagan and border country 
$120,461 and Arrow Lake $500.

$5,000,000 Loan Planned 
For B.C. Flood Relief Costs

The B.C. Government has 
asked the Provincial legislature 
to approve a $5,000,000 loan to 
help pay for the costs of the 
floods.

The borrowing authority is 
sought in the flood relief bill in­
troduced in the Legislature Wed 
nesday afternoon by Premier 
Byron Johnson.

In this proposed act and in the 
Fraser Valley diking board bill 
also introduced on the opening 
day of the special flood session, 
the government seeks a "blank 
cheque" to pay for the costs of 
the flood and the rehabilitation 
of the flooded areas,

The flood relief bill provides 
for the Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council to “constitute such boards 
as he thinks necessary and he 
may from time to time confer 
such powers as he thinks neces­
sary to enable it to carry out the 
provisions of this act."

The two-man board for the 
Fraser Valley, to be known as 
the Fraser Valley Rehabilitation 
Authority, is composed of Wil­
liam L. Mackin and Lt.-Col. 
D’Arcy J. Baldwin. Other persons 
may be added to the board by 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Coun­
cil.

| OTHER BOARDS PLANNED
The government is also seek- 

| ing the power in this bill to
m

Tax Relief Urged 
For Flood Victims

Farmer victims of the Fraser 
Valley floods should have their 
taxes paid for them by the pro­
vincial government, if they are 
unable to pay, Harold Winch, 
C.C.F. Leader of the Opposition, 
said today in the House.

If the farmers are unable to I 
pay their taxes the municipalities I 
will be in wofse position than | 
they are already, Mr. Winch said.

“It might cost you millions but I 
this is a national disaster,” he| 
said.

Premier Byron I. Johnson said 
the govemmént was not making 
a statement on the mattér but 
added that municipalities would 
be treated in a fair and impartial 
manner.

“The people are worried—they 
care about their taxes," Mr. 
Winch interjected. “It is a mat­
ter of policy and the government 
should make a statement.”

name boards for other flood 
areas. The boards will be bodies 
politic and corporate.

“The Lieutenant-Governor in 
Council shall have power to ratify 
any act in relation to the flood 
done by the said William Lyle 
Mackin and Lt-Col. D’Arcy 
James Baldwin, M.B.E., before 
the enactment of this act and be­
fore the constitution of the board 
known as the Fraser Valley Re­
habilitation Authority,” the bill 
reads.

The bill will empower the gov-1 
ernment to fix the remuneration! 
of the board.

"A board may from time to 
time appoint such employees as 
are required by it and fix an4 
pay remuneration,” says the bill.

The employees shall hold office 
during the pleasure of the board 
and the boards during the pleas-1 
ure of the government.

Further authorit> is sought by 
the government to prescribe the 
duties of the boards, damage in 
respect of which aid may be 
rendered,, extent and nature of 
the work the boards shall take 
to prevent further floods. 
RATIFIES AGREEMENT

The bill also ratifies the agree­
ment which B.C. and the federal 
government have made to pay 
for the costs of the Fraser Valley 
floods. Details of this agreement 
have been announced previously.

The Fcaser Valley diking board 
bill' provides for the setting up of 
the board to be directed jointly 
by the federal and provincial gov­
ernments.

Among the wide powers given 
the board are the following:

“The board shall have power, 
without giving notice to any per­
son, to enter upon, take posses­
sion of, and use for such time as 
the board thinks necessary, any 
lands that in the opinion of the 
board are required to carry out 
its purpose, and to place on any 
of such lands any works that 
are authorized by the said agree­
ment.”

The powers of the board will | 
supersede the powers of any j 
drainage or diking district or of 
any improvement district or[ 
municipality.

Arrangement is made for the! 
expropriation of lands needed "by | 
the board.

«Members To Receive 
| Living, Traveling Costs

A bill to provide ^traveling ex­
penses and living costs to ment- 
bers of the Legislature during 
the current special flood session 
was given formal first reading 
by the House Wednesday after­
noon.

The bill dispenses with the 
regular sessional allowance and 
mileage allowance and In lieu pro­
vides lor paying the actual tri 
Ing expense of each member 1 
his residence to Victoria 
back “and his living 
while present Victo 
reason ol his attendance 
session as fixed by the 
ant-Govemor in Council."



__
__

_

ft™ n*a jS ^Co-operation 
*n Huge Flood Undertaking

Premier Byron Johnson at 
noon today in the B.C. Legisla­
ture pleaded for co-operation and 
assistance from all in the ré­
abilitation of Fraser Valley

I flood victims, and he criticized in 
the strongest terms those who 
are stirring up problems and 
finding faults.
His statement came in the 

I midst of Opposition Leader Har- 
l old E. Winch’s first attack on 
3 the government’s dike-repairing 
§ program.

Mr. Winch wanted to know 
what the government was going 
to do for berry growers and 
orchardists who have lost planta­
tions and orchards in the Fraser 

* Valley flood. He also wanted to 
know what the government 
would do to rehabilitate com­
mercial and industrial undertak­
ings in the flooded areas, sug­
gesting that they are entitled to 
the same relief as that to be 

recorded farmers.
The opposition leader added 
that there were hard feelings in 
the Fraser Valley about the 
handling of the $2,000,000 B.C. 
Flood Relief Fund.

SHARP COMEBACK 
Mr. Johnson spoke back 

| sharply.
He said that the government 
had made a contribution to the 

i B.C. Flood Relief .Fund but had 
no part in its distribution. This 
was being undertâken by the Ca­
nadian Red Cross Society which 
would review individual cases 
and name local prominent citi­
zens to help in distributing the 
money were it was most needed. 
Mr. Johnson said he had not

Ihfeard in the Fraser Valley the» 
criticism which Mr. Winch had 

heard.
As for the berry growers, Mr.

[Johnson warned there is a limK 
to what the government can do.

Weir Back In House
The opening day of the special 

flood session of the British Co­
lumbia Legislature saw the re­
turn to his desk of former Edu­
cation Minister George M. Weir.

Dr. Weir was unable to attend 
the session this spring because of 
illness.

His duties as education minis­
ter were taken over last Decem­
ber by W. T. Straith of Victoria.

C.C.F. Presents 11 -Point Program 
On Floods; Asks Policy Statement

“The government will do every­
thing it can within reason,” he 
said. 4

But he warned that there is a 
surplus of raspberry plantations 
in the province and it is doubtful 
that all the raspberries to be pro­
duced this year can be sold.
STEER CLEAR OF INDUSTRY,

“I don’t think this government 
is in a position to deal with in­
dustry,” said the Premier. “We 
have tried to steer clear of com­
pensating industry.”

The Premier expressed sur­
prise that Mr. Winch had said 
flood victims did not know what 
the government was going to do 
for them.

Details of the government’s 
plans had been described in the 
press and given to the flood vic­
tims at meetings.

“I appeal to every member of 
this House, to all of you: Let’s 
approach this thing,on a basis of 
trying to fix it up instead of try­
ing to find faults. Let’s not try 
to create problems,” the Premier 
said.

Legislature Gets 
Down To Work With 
3 Sittings Daily

The Provincial Legislature to­
day got down to hard work with 
three sittings planned each day 
during the remainder of the 
flood session which expected to 
conclude Friday.

Provision was made on the 
first day for , the House to sit 
three times daily. The motion, 
proposed by Premier Byron John­
son, provides for sittings from 
10.30 in the morning until 1 In 
the afternoon; from 2.30 to 8 and 
from 8.30 until adjournment.

The debate on the Speech from 
the Throne, which at regular ses­
sions occupies the House for 10 
days or more, was completely 
dispensed with Wednesday after­
noon. The formal motion, thank 
ing His Honor for the address, 
was put through immediately 
following the reading of the 
speech by Chief Justice Gordon 
McG. Sloan.

The opening of the special | 
session was totally lacking in the I 
color which accompanies such | 
ceremonies in peacetime.

There were few guests on the 
floor of the House, no ceremonial 
robes of members of the judici­
ary, clergy, universities. The 
galleries, however, for the start 
of the opening were about three- 
fourths full; a majority of the 
spectators being women.

Establishment of a permanent 
diking commission, Immediate re­
moval of all diking assessments 
and an immediate policy state­
ment by the government as to 
what assistance will be given 
flood victims, was recommended 
by Harold Winch, Leader of the 
Opposition, In an 11-point state­
ment of C.C.F. policy, in the 
Legislature today.

The recommendations are:
L Immediate appointment of 

an authority to exercise powers 
In the flood areas outside the 
Fraser River, similar to those 
now being granted the Fraser 
River Rehabilitation Authority.

2. Establishment of a pet-man-

Ient diking commission, with juris- 
, diction over all provincial dikes.

3. Employment of world ex- 
1 perts on diking and flood control

4. Compensation for non­
farmers on the same basis as 
farmers.

5. Removal of diking assess­
ments, the financial responsibil­
ity In the future to rest upon the 
provincial government,

6. Provision for crop loss where 
necessary.

7. Financial assistance to 
farmers who cannot get crop re­
turns for a considerable period.

8. Government statement on 
assistance to displaced persons.

9. Limit the speed of boats on
the Fraser River to cut wav* 
wash. '

10. A general moratorium 
where financial circumstances 
warrant.

11. Federal aid In the establish­
ment of a plan to develop power 
and control floods.

WHERE HONOR IS DUE
TT ftuST HAVE BEEN VERY EVIDENT 

to every listener in the Legislative cham­
ber yesterday, and to all who have read 
Hon. Byron Johnson’s report on the recent 
flood, that the elected leader of this province 
played a noteworthy part in organizing and 
carrying out assistance to the many citizens 
who were overcome by the tragedy. Although 
his message to the special meeting of the 
House made but little mention of his own 
devotion to the work, the simple outline of 
his activities throughout those days of emer­
gency provides the framework of a story of 
unceasing labor, of personal "shirt sleeve” 
effort at the scene of the inundation, and of 
masterly organizing and delegation of 
authority to achieve the speediest relief.

From the first news of the flood and ! 
Mr. Johnson's preliminary trip up the 
Fraser to the affected areas, the work ! 
moved smoothly forward. Here, in sequence, 
are the events which provide a fast-moving 
example of able administration and capable 
acceptance of responsibility when these 
were needed most:

Almost immediately came the appoint­
ment of "personal ' representatives" by the 
Premier to give on-the-spot administration.
A second visit to the ravaged districts was 
followed by organization of the B.C. Flood 
Relief Committee, the declaration of a state 
of emergency and the setting up of arpy 
control. A third trip to the flooded lands 
preceded appointment of a federal-provincial 
dbmmliaton to handle relief and rehabili­
tation, and then came Mr. Johnson's flying 
trip to Ottawa to arrange federal financial 
help. A special session of the provincial 
Legislature was called, financial arrange­
ments were finalized, and the B.C. Flood 
Relief Fund Commission was organized. 
The Provincial Fraser Valley Rehabilitation 
Commission also was set up, and finally the 
meeting of the Legislature took place to 
ratify all that had been done.

The Premier's report paid high tribute to 
the work of volunteer groups at the scene 
of the flood, to those who helped in organlz- 

g relief, to the three armed services, and 
1 other agencies and individuals who were 
•trumental in aiding the cause. We feel 

' e moment should not pass without a 
tribute m^the man who, by virtue j
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U.S. Experts Aid | 
Canadians In Dike
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_ Security
Greatest Safety Policy 
Explained By Premier 
In Legislature Today

Premier Byron Johnson told the-B.C. Legislature today 
that the Fraser Valley Diking Board will undertake the re­
construction of between 170 and 200 miles of dikes in the 
Fraser Valley.

He said the plan for rebuilding the dikes was to “provide 
a base sufficiently wide enough to support a gravel road 12 

%feet wide, with turnouts so that trucks may be used along 
the top of the dikes for transport of necessary materials in 
case of flood emergency as well as for general maintenance.”
“When discussing complete re- ! 

construction of Fraser Valley 
dikes with the federal govern­
ment, I had in mind the provision 
of a diking system that would 
give the people of the Fraser Val­
ley the highest sense of security 
that could possibly be obtained 
in so far as it was humanly pos­
sible so to do," he said.

Mr. Johnson’s remarks came 
as the Fraser Valley Diking 
Board Act, one of five pieces of 
legislation to be considered at 
the special session of the Legis­
lature which began Wednesday, 
came up for second reading.

In rebuilding the dikes, the 
Fraser Valley Diking Board, a 
joint Dominion-provincial body 
composed currently of F. G.
Goodspeed, chief engineer of the 
Dominion public works depart­
ment, and Bruce Dixon, provin­
cial dike inspector, will have the 
advice of experts from both 
Canada and the U.S.* A third 
member, who will act as chair­
man and will be an able admin­
istrator, will be appointed to the 
board by the federal govern­
ment. «

Advising the board in rebuild­
ing the dikes will be Dr. Legget,

Outlines Work Under Way

soil mechanic expert of the 
National Research Bureau. He 
has placed the resources of his 
research department at the dis­
posal of the diking. board.

Mr. Peckover, of the same 
bureau, who has been in Holland 
and England for some time 
studying diking matters, will 
advise the board on his return 
from Europe toward the end of 
July.

Charles Senour, chief engin­
eering assistant of the Missis­
sippi River Commission at 
Vicksburg, with whom Mr. Good- 
speed has already conferred, 
will provide full information 
regarding construction of Mis- | 
slssippi dikes, including speci­
fications of construction, speci- 
fications of material and sample 
plans.

H. Darling and E. W. Webber 
of the office of the chief en- 
gfcieer of the U.S. Army, will 
visit the Fraser Valley area to 
study post flood conditions so 
that they could have the benefit 
of their advice.

Mr. Johnson said that work 
was beipg pressed forward by 
Mr. Goodspeed and Mr. Dixon.

He outlined work underway in

[connection with dike geconstruc- ! 
tion as follows:
1. Survey parties are at Pitt | 

| Meadows, Nicomon Island.
2. A party will start at Agassiz i 
| this week-end.

3. Samples of materials are1 
I being taken by boring parties 
| and analyzed at the University of 
I British Columbia as to suitability 

I for dike construction.
4. At Agassiz clearing up of

I drift material and leveling slit 
and sand deposits is under way. 
5. A suction dredge is at work

I improving dike conditions at Pitt 
Meadows.

6. Water is being pumped from

I areas at Matsqui and the dike 
there has been opened to permit 
more rapid drainage of flooded 

areas.
7. A dragline is on its way to 

| Matsqui to open up channejs.JS?

8. Pumping equipment is going 
forward at Sumas.

9. Parties are clearing growth 
from dikes at Sumas, Matsqui, 
Pitt Meadows, Lulu Island and 
South Westminster.

10. All flooded areas have been 
visited and additional work will 
proceed as conditions permit.

Mr. Johnson said that every 
step has been taken with a view 
.to meeting the flood problems of 
the province.

Reconstruction of dikes outside 
the Fraser Valley will not be done 
by the Fraser Valley Diking 
Board because this work will be 
the full responsibility of the pro­
vincial government and will not 
be shared by the federal gov­
ernment, Mr. Johnson said.

The bill provides for the pro­
vince’s share of the cost of re­
building the Fraser Valley dikes 
from the $5,000,000 loan and from 
Consolidated Revenue of the pro­
vince.
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Negligent In Not 
Repairing Dikes

Opposition Leader Harold E. 
I Winch today opened the C.C.F. 
I attack on the government’s flood 

I relief program, charging the 
* government was negligent in 

failing to strengthen the Fraser 
River dikes.

Warnings of high water had 
l been made by old-timers and 
I government departments con 
j sistently since February of this 
i year, he said. And, he added, 
. engineers and dike experts had 

warned since the great flood of 
1 1894, and before, what had to be 

done to prevent the Fraser River 
from causing a major calamity.

The first recorded Fraser 
Flood, he said, was in 1839.

Mr. Winch red reports show­
ing the similarity of preflood 
weather conditions in 1894 and 
this year and said this alone 

! should have given the govern­
ment sufficient warning to take 
action before the waters began 
to rise this- year.

Two 1 years ago, said Mr. 
Winch, Dean F. M. Clement of 
the University of British Co­
lumbia agriculture department 
told the government what work 
was needed on the dikes of the 
Fraser Valley. He told of work 
on the Matsqui and Pitt Mea­
dows dikes to put them in good 
shape.

This report was followed by 
another by Bruce Dixon, provin­
cial diking inspector, in 1946. He 
had warned of work needed on 
the Fraser Valley dikes and had 
told of the difficulties of making 
levies on the land to carry out 
the repairs.

“It should have been the re­
sponsibility of the government 
to see that the work was not 
governed by what money the 
inspector could levy but what 
was required,” and Mr. Winch.

Had the government taken 
head of the warnings, the flood 
could not have been prevented, 
but the damage could have been 
kept down, he continued.

“This government and past 
governments cannot shirk re­
sponsibility,” the opposition 
leader declared.

One break in the Matsqui dike 
occurred at a point where work 
on the dike had not been com 
pleted, Mr. Winch said.

The opposition leader also 
criticized the government for the 
slowness in replacing washed- 
out roads and bridges.

Lawmakers Go Home After Voting! 
Wide Powers For Flood Relief

-u» Chief Justice Gordon McG. 
1§ Sloan prorogued the special 
i| flood session of * the British 

IgM Columbia Legislature at 11 this 
B morning.

! The legislators wound up their 
■ business at 10.30 Thursday 
1 night, cutting shorter the sea­
ls sion than many had expected. 
^ Passed during the two-day ses- 

sion were five measures.
| Among the last bills to receive

Is final third reading were the two 
major works of the session, the 
Fraser Valley Diking Board Act 

^ and the Flood Relief Act. The 
B debates on the third readings of 

all the five bills lasted only two 
B hours.
|| WOMAN WANTED ON BOARD

I Among the major points 
B raised were Inclusion ot a 

woman on the Fraser Valley 
Rehabilitation Authority; pro­
vision in the flood relief act lor 
the diking board to pay com­
pensation lor damages to prop­
erty during building ol the dikes 
and the delegating ol such wide 
powers to the diking board 
and the rehabilitation authority. 
None was incorporated in the 
legislation.

The two women members of 
the House, Mrs. Nancy Hodges, 
Coalition, Victoria, and Mrs. 
Tilly Rolston, Coalition, Van- 
couver-Point Grey, wanted a 
woman representative on the 
rehabilitation authority.

Mrs. Hodges said that she felt

this was the time when the 
women’s point ol view should 
be given. Much rft the success 
of farm operations, she said, 
rested on the women and she 
foresaw the situation of somy 
women not wishing to return to 
their farms, particularly because 
of the tasks they would face.

Premier Byron Johnson said 
that (here would be plenty of 
opportunity for women to serve 
on local committees advising the 
rehabilitation authority.

A. H. MacDougdll, Coalition, 
Vaneouver-Point Grey, and Allan 
McDonell, Coalition, Vancouver 
Centre, led the attacks on the 
‘blank cheque” provisions the

during the Thursday night ses-1 
sion. Mr. Wismer said that bill I 
did not provide for a general I 
moratorium. To secure a defer-1 
ment of his debts a flood victim [ 
must show to a judge that he I 
was unable to pay because of | 
circumstances of the floods.

The bill provides that no I 
action could be taken to collect I 
debts of any type without the | 
leave-of a judge. The cost of an I 
application for leave to take I 
action is left to the discretion of I 
the judge. There is no appeal | 
from the Judge's decision.

The act will remain in force I 
until the end of the first session | 
of 1949.

government wm asking and the The two other measures pro-1
failure of the™government to vlded for the payment of ex­failure of thew government 
provide for the diking board to 
pay for compensation to farmers 
whole property is damaged 
during construction of the dikes.

Treasury benches said the 
“blank cheque” was needed be­
cause there was no estimate of 
the total cost available.

Attorney-General Gordon S. 
Wismer contended that there 
was nothing in the diking bill 
to prevent a farmer taking 
action to get compensation for 
damages against the diking 
board.
MORATORIUM MEASURE

The bill to provide for a mora­
torium on debts of flood victims 
throughout the province went 
through the two last readings

Members See Movies 
Of Fraser Floods

A group of members of the I 
Legislature saw motion pictures I 
Of the Fraser Valley flood area I 
in a showing in the studio of the I 
B C. Government Travel Bureau [ 
today.

The pictures were taken by I 
Frank G. Edwards of Chilliwack I 
from a plane, a boat and on,the I 
ground after trips aboard trucks. I 
They showed farm houses and I 
farm buildings toppled over by I 
the flood water all along the I 
Fraser River, wrecked bridges I 
and broken dikes. The scenes I 
also showed bulldozers and trucks I 
in operation ahd volunteers I 
working on the dikes.

The M.L.A.’s were welcomed I 
by the deputy minister of trade I 
and Industry, E. G. Rowebottom, I 
and his chief clerk, T. L. Stur-1 
gess.

| Fraser Flood Control 
I Long, Costly Project

Works Minister E. C. Carson I 
| warned in the Legislature Thurs- 
] day that flood control of the 
j Fraser River was a job which 
i would take years to study and 
| would cost tremendous sums to I 
I effect. , '

He recalled that the Dominion 
I and provincial governments had I 
I arranged for a committee to I 
I study all problems Involved in I 
| the controlling of the river.
E "That is going to be a very I 
i expensive problem," he said. “It I 
\ can only be carried out if the I 
I federal government provides the I 
1 necessary funds.”
I Allan McDonell, Coalition, I 
I Vancouver Centre, earlier In the I 
I debate of the Flood Relief bill, I 
I had expressed regret that no I 
I provision had been made by the I 
I government for up-river, flood I 
1 control.

"You can’t prevent floods with I 
I dikes?’ said the member. "But I 
I you can with storage dams plus [ 
I dikes."

Mr. Carson also warned that I 
I citizens should not expect to be 
‘‘>1* to use highways Just as soon ! 

i the water receded. A lapse ot I 
ne would 'be required for the | 

atldns to dry out, otherwise 1 
traffic would do thousands I 

more damage to the I

penses of members for the I 
session and the inclusion of the I 
legislation passed at the session | 
in the 1948 revised statutes of | 
the province.

The legislators authorized the I 
government to borrow J?,000,0001 
to help pay its costs of rebuild-1 
ing the dikes and paying the I 
costs of rehabilitation. Un-1 
limited further payments may! 
be made from consolidated | 
revenue of the province.

Shortage Of Milk 
Feared This Winter 

1 Because Of Floods
Fears of a milk shortage as a I 

| result of the Fraser Valley I 
I floods were expressed in the I 
] Legislature Tnursday afternoon I 
I by Agriculture Minister Frank | 
I Putnam.

During periods of low outputl 
! on Vancouver Island as high ai I 
| 50 per cent of Greater Victoria’s I 

fluid milk supply comes from] 
Fraser Valley farms.

Mr. Putnam, himself a farmer j 
I who suffered heavy loss In 
] Cfestofi floods, warned that 
J cattle, as a result of the - 
I They have gone through durl 
I the flood, will not return to i 
j mum milk production this year.] 
j He blamed changing of fei ' 
j and of quarters for this.

“Consequently I feel we have I 
J to give every encouragement to I 
| the dairy farmers so that Van- f 
I couver and adjoining areas will I 

have an adequate milk supply I 
| this winter," he said.

His statement came after Mrs. | 
I Tilly Rolston, CoaUtlon, Vance 
I ver-Point Grey, had question 
] the advisability of the recent tv 

cent a quart milk price boost.
“I wonder if that extra two I 

J cents is going tc be beneficial I 
I to the farmers,” she said, re-1 

Inding that the law of dimln-J 
ling returns would enter the r

She urged the government 
’ this ]
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Legislature Told 
I To Aid Farmers

Measures to aid Fraser Valley j 
farmers in caring for their stock ; 
and rehabilitating their farms J 
were outlined in detail in the ! 
Legislature Thursday by^rémier j 

h Byron Johnson and Agriculture 1 
Minister Frank Putnam.

For the purpose of providing ; 
ILrellef a state of emergency will 
]! be assumed to exist until 21 

days after the date the owner ! 
returns his cattle to his farm. | 
During the state of emergency j 
the 'government will provide free ; 

| of charge the feed necessary to ! 
care for the rattle.

Whn the emergency has 
ended flay will be available to1 
each farmer on the following i 

gj basis:
m 1: Valley hay, upland and 

mixed hay from prairie and U.S. 
points, at $15 a ton.

2. Alfalfa hay. at $20 a ton.
Grain and rrlill feed will be 

available from regular distribu­
tors at 25 per cent less than the 
ruling list prices.

The farmer himself will have 
to provide salt, minerals and 
veterinary services.

“There appears to be ample 
supplies of grain in sight to meet 
all requirements,” said Mr. John­
son. “Every possible effort is 
being made to ensure that suf­
ficient hay is available and the 
outlook is assuring.”

Mr. Johnson added that when 
the farmer is in a position to 
purchase local hay of good 
quality, the Fraser Valley Re­
habilitation Authority, which does 
the rehabilitation work, will pay 
$10 a ton toward the cost.
FREE POULTRY FEED

Feed will be supplied free of 
charge to evacuated growing 
poultry stock and old stock until 
Sept. 30, the premier said. After 
that It will be available through 
regular distributors at 25 per 
cent under ruling list prices.

The authority will also help 
farmers to get their land back

Of Measures 
Of Flood Areas

into crop. Where a farmer has no I 
equipment and requires to hire 
tractors and machinery for re- j 
seeding, the authority will pay 
up to $3.25 .per acre for plowing 
and up to $1.75 per acre for j 
double discing.

“This is but part of the farm ] 
rehabilitation program,” he said. I 
"Other measures will be devised 
when it becomes possible to 
make appraisal of circumstances p 
upon recession of the water.

“The same type of action is L- 
and will be taken by the Fraser 01 
Valley authority with respect to 
homes and farm buildings. It is S* 
not possible to set a rigid policy 
on detail imtil we know all the j 
problems involved.

Mr. Johnson said that the I 
fullest coopération would be §p| 
rendered in the rebuilding] of pti] 
bridges and rehabilitating of jÜ 
roads.

"The government will carry I 
out its responsibilities to the j| 
full, but in doing so it will be I 
expected that those who are I 
helped will help themselves," the J 
premier warned.

Mr. Johnson said that one | 
board or local authorities would I 
be set up to carry on similar 
work outside the Fraser Valley, j 
TO RESTORE CULTIVATION

“The government is going to j 
do everything it can to get every j 
possible acre under cultivation j 
just as soon as possible,” he said.

He warned, however, that the 
government had no intention of I 
hiring municipal equipment or j 
employing municipal help to [ 
build roads ^nd bridges.

‘ The municipal authorities are ] 
expected to do all they can,” he | 
said.

Mr. Putnam assured that the I 
taxpayers’ money would not be I 
thrown away in the rehabilita­
tion program.

He warned that it may 1 
be necessary to import hay from I 
as far away as Manitoba and I 
that the railways and federal I 
government had been approached I 
in an effort to get favorable | 
freight rates for this.

! Premier's Flood 
[Work Wins Bouquetsf 
From Legislators

jj The debate on the second read- 
|| ing of the flood relief bill in the 

Legislature Hiursday brought 1 
many bouquets from private § 
members for Premier Byron | 
Johnson’s work during the 
Fraser Valley flood. g

Alec Hope, Coalition, Delta, 
said he believed no other premier 
had done more for the people 
in a great disaster than Premier 
Johnson. He said the premier 
had walked the dikes, driven B 

1 through the flood area and flown m 
| over the flood area.

"He wanted to be among the 
I people who were in distress and Lv

I he was there.” he said, adding 
congratulations to other mem- 

I bers of the provincial cabinet.
I WONDERFUL DEAL

Of the deal made with Ottawa 
| to finance rehabilitation of flood
I areas, Mr. Hope said:

“I think it is a wonderful deal.
II think the farmer* and the 
| people of the Fraser Valley 
I should be very thanktul for what 
J is going to be done.”

John Gates. Coalition, North 
I Vancouver, said that he believed 
I no one could have done more 
I than Mr. Johnson.

The chfers of approval also 
lea me from the opposition 
I benches. Herbert Gargrave,
I C.C.F., » Mackenzie, commended 
I the premier for "gouging” $5,- 
1000,000 out of the federal gov- 
I emment.

"The federal government came 
I very well to tne fore in this sit­
uation,” he said. “I believe the 

I federal government has faced up 
I to the situation for once so far! 
I as B.C. is concerned.”

I No Dikes Will Halt 
Rivers Flooding,

I Kenney Telit House
Lands and Forests Minister E.

T. Kenney, scoring members who 
had suggested the government 
was negligent in failing to give 
farmers adequate protection 
against the flooding Fraser 

j River, loi d the Legislature 
I Thursday no amount of dikes 

would stop the silting up of river 
beds and the consequent Hood­

ie ing of low-lying levels.
“We’ll have floods to the end 

of time,” said the minister, not­
ing that there had been floods 
since the beginning of time. He 
said that nowhere had dikes been 
built which would withstand the 
onslaught of rampaging rivers 

|y after silt had clogged their beds. 
Mr. Kenney suggested there 

was only one way to prevent 
damaging homes, buildings and 

Jÿ* farms along the low banks of 
rivers. That was to prevent | 

m people from entering these areas, f 
1 “Surely anyone going down ! 

M there should realize the river will I 
P flood,” he said. But they went 1 
y to those areas because they were I 
eg the choicest soils.

He urged members not to be I 
fi critical and attempt to place the I 
§§ responsibility on the govern- ! 

ment.
The minister said, however, j 

that no one would be neglected I 
in receiving government aid for 6 
damage done by floods through- [ 
out the province. True, it would I 
be necessary to scrutinize the I 
claims for damage carefully, but I 
his department, he said, was still f 
open to receive claims for dam- j 
age from areas where they had | 

| not already been made.
gggg®mgp*|

j Muskrats Menace 
]ln Dike Areas

Muskrats, according to A. <
I Hope, Coalition, Delta, were 
j menace to the B.C. flood dikes II 
I and should be classed with pre-1|
| datory animals for destruction.

Mr. Hope said that muskrats ]
| were of greater danger in the j 
j dike areas than coyotes and I 
j wolves in the interior because 1 
j muskrats might endanger many I 
j lives. He said red tape should be J 
| slashed so that muskrats could | 
j be shot on sight in the dike areas. | 

Attbmey - General Gordon S. |
I Wismer said the provincial game | 
j board would co-operate with the I 
| diking authorities on the ques-l 
9 tion.
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BIB. WINCH FORGOT NOAH
rpHOSE WHO KNOW THEIR BIBLICAL 

history will recall that Noah earned 
lame as the reputed hero of The Deluge. 
He was the patriarch who, because of his 
blameless piety, was chosen to perpetuate 
the human race after his wicked contempo­
raries had perished in The Flood. But he 
built his Ark on divine instruction, having 
received warning from the same impeccable 
source; so his course was clear. The rest 
of the story can be left to the reader.

It is not our intention to wade out into 
the allegorical realm. We have merely 
wandered away into the mists of time's 
dawning because of our surprise that Mr. 
Harold Winch, leader of the C.C.F. oppo­
sition in the Legislature, omitted all refer­
ence to The Flood and its hero when he 
figuratively threw “bell, book and candle" 
at the Coalition administration yesterday 
morning for ndt anticipating the tragic 
happenings along the Fraser Valley. Not 
that he ignored historical precedent alto­
gether; he harked back to the first recorded 
flood in the Mainland region so recently 
inundated. That was 40 years before Winch 
flip Elder was bom. To be sure, the Younger 
had something to say about the tragedy 
which struck the people living on the banks 
of the great waterway 13 years before he 
first saw the light of day in the little English 
village of Loughton In Essex—about the 
time the present Premier of the province 
was looking forward to his fifth birthday 
party. We are mentioning these facts to 
try to impart a little of the flavor of 

I erudition to the castigation which the leader 
' of the opposition directed at the Coalition 
; government benches for what he implied 
I was sheer negligence in respect of measures 

calculated intelligently to anticipate Na- 
I tore’s ugly mood in 1948.

Reports of the proceedings of the Legls- 
| lature in yesterday’s and today’s issue of 
I this newspaper will, of course, prove con- 
I cluslvely to the public of British Columbia 
1 that Mr, Winch was trying to make political 
! capital out of tragedy—a reprehensible 
i procedure which does neither him nor the 
' party he leads much credit. It Is so easy 

to be immensely wise alter the event. And 
when, during his 15 years as a member 

I of the Legislature, has the presiding genius 
I of the C.C.F. opposition risen in his seat 
I to warn successive governments of the 
[ dangers of flood in the Fraser Valley or 
I elsewhere in British Columbia? When has 
1 he supplied the elected representatives of 

the people with a formula similar to that 
! which Premier Johnson was working out 

on the trouble spots—while Mr. Winch was 
electioneering? Let him tell us.

H is naturally extremely difficult for 
the leader of the C.C.F. opposition to be 
fair, or even sympathetic, to the government 
in thfs grim hour; or especially to present 
his comments in orderly fashion, when he 
is obliged all the time to he-tooklng over 
both shoulders for the antics of those 
gremlins who wear the regalia of the Labor 
Progressive Party. Assuredly he oft 
must feel like tearing his raven locks ai 
wishing he could be saved from 
“friends." But we still wish he had it 
some fleeting reference to Noah and *.« 
Deluge—even if he did not have the courage 
to admit that every move Premier Johnson 
made was determined by the absolute i 

quick action.


