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margaret ltfwood 
Margaret Atwood came to Open Space on 

March 16. to read a chapter of her novel-in-progress. 
The content of the reading was intricately integrated 
with Atwood as a performer. as a presence. lier voice was 
quiet and wry providing a contrast to the general hilarity 
of her subject matter • . Her face. a cameo amongst that 
wild. frizzy hair; and that papier-machee daffodil pinned 
onto her collar. a bit of dramatization of the bou4uet 
of daffodils that the flasher held in front of himself 
before he exposed his piece of flesh to the three little 
gnomes on the way home from their Brownie meeting. 

The chapter is about Brownies ostensibly. 
It accurately and mercilessly depicts the ridiculous 
ritual of Brownies~ the initiation of the young into a 
fairy-tale morality of good deed and great big Brownie 
smiles. The little protagonist is entirely hip to the 
duplicity and phoniness of it. but goes along so as not 
to disappoint the adults who somehow still seem to~lieve. 
She goes along too, out of her essential loneliness and 
need for approval. She is a vulnerable little girl, im­
prisoned even at age eight by the stereotype of sugar 
and spice beauty which she (unlucky child) does not 
possess. being fat, red-haired and freckled. 

I was a Brownie too. and ugly and freckled 
But I had forgotten those silly ceremonies (which Atwood 
carefully researched and which are to my rusty memory 
entirely authentic) until I attended this reading. For 
myself. I am urrcertain what influence the Brownie ex­
perience had on my total awareness. but I think it con­
tributed to my later radicalization and ultimate cynicism. 

The episode recounted in this chapter is 
somehow important to the development of Atwood's grown 
protagonist too. But we must wait about a year for the 
publication of Atwood's novel to see why. This reading 
not only left me laugin' but also left me wonderin', 

Jardine 



Women -ID Politic~ 
Quotes from Rosemary Brown, MLA Vancouver - Burrard 

Candidate for National Leader of N.D.P. 

"The fact that a number of people and groups 
have suggested that I accept the nomination 
for leader of the Federal New Democratic 
Party, and the fact that I have indicated a 
willingness to consider this suggestion, 
raises questions concerning the suitability 
not of a woman, but of a feminist being 
leader of a socialist party". 

"Indeed to suggest that to be a feminist 
is a liability to a leadership candidate 
surely is to fail to understand, as Marcuse 
stated, that 'Feminism is a revolt against 
decaying capitalism', surely is to lack the 
vision to see that feminism like socialism 
calls for a new human community based on 
the creative and co-operative use of power 
to create new economic, social and political 
forms, - that ensure tender regard and respect 
for the life of the planet on which we live, 
the liberation of women, of workers, of other 
minority groups - indeed of all humankind -
to fulfill our potential as intelligent human 
beings". 

" ••• the system in which the oppression of 
women, minority groups and workers is rooted 
and on whose oppression its very survival is 
dependent is the system perpetuated by the 
two major political parties in this country 
at this time, and the system to which the 
N.D.P. must present a clear alternative -
an alternative based not on reforming or 
patching up their old-line structures -
but on structuring and designing a new system~." 

"I believe that feminism with its attendant 
goals of true personhood for people is 
e s s e n t i al t o t h e bu i 1 d i n g o f a s o c i a 1 i s t 
society." 
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Rosemary Brown has her work cut out for hP.r, 
She has accepted the nomination for federal leader of 
the New Democratice Party. She has started her 
campaign. She needs to. There is a massive job of 
education and consciousness-rajsing to be done within 
her own party before it can accept and endorse her. 
It is possible that debate over her nomination will 
polarize the party. Won't it be interesting to see 
who goes where? 

Ms Brown is concerned that some will react to 
her as a 'token' woman. This will be a real loss if 
we do, for she is a serious candidate, and should be 
recognized and respected for the skilled, experienced, 
and dedicated person that she is. She has the dis­
advantage of being only recently known to the public 
outside of the N.D.P. The work she has done within 
the party and with the Voice of Women are not generally 
known. However, this may be part of her strength, for 
she is not readily identified with one locality or issue. 
Human rights is her area of concern is strong and fund­
amental. She is a strong person, and can give strong 
leadership. 

If you want to help this become a reality, there 
are some things you can do. Support M~ Brown's campaign 
with letters, and contribute to her campaign fund. 
Contributions - large or small or miniscule-- are being 
received by Ms Marnie Darnel, 20-129 Croft Street, 
Victoria. Make cheques payable to the 'Rosemary nrown 
Campaign Fund'. The N.D.P. are holding some social 
fundraising activities, and you can get that information 
from Ms Darnel also. If you still don't feel that's 
doing enough to help. become a member of the N.D.P. 
Add your Voice and hands to the grass-roots work being 
done. 

Sharon Anderson 
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A Brief History of th~ Morgantaler Story 

(Please read Priorities October '74 for greater 
detail.) 

-born a Polish Jew. captured in Germany, five 
years in Aushwitz and Dachau. Studied medicine 
after the war in Europe. Set up family practice 
in Montreal. 

-in 1967 as a representative of the Humanist 
~ssociation of Canada ~e presented a brief to 
the Com~ons Health Committee for reform of the 
abortion law. 

-this stand resulted in mail and requests from 
women needing abortions. 

-he then decided to open his abortion clinic. 

-in March 1973 he issured a public statefflent that 
he was operating this clinic. 

-in August 1973 his clinic was raided. files 
siezed, personel arrested and hassled. Thirteen 
charges of illegal abortion laid. 

-in November 1973 he came to trail on one charge 
and was acquitted by a jury of mostly men. 

-shortly thereafter the Quebec Court of Appeals 
overturned this acquittal on a highly unusual 
move. 

-Or. Morgantaler himself appealed his case to the 
Supreme Court of Canada - using the Bill of Rights 
as defense. 

-in March 1975, the Supreffle Court of Canada up­
held an Appeal Court d~cision - to jail him for 
performing an illegal abortion. Ur. Morgantaler 
was sentenced to eighteen months in Montreal's 
Bordeaux jail. 

April l~, 1975, has heen set aside as a day for the 
defense of Ur, Morgantal ~~i Call the Women's Centre for 
inforfflation about what you can do. 
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hat ever ha. p pened to 
Women's ·Li~rtition~ 

"The goal of Women's Liberation is to end the 
oppression of women," wrote the editorial committee in 
the April, 1974 issue of the Saskatoon Women's Liberation 
Newsletter. "Women are oppressed by male chauvinism and 
by capitalism". Before one c'an identify the sources of 
women's oppression, it is necessary to identigy where 
oppression occurs. 

The areas of women's oppression are many, but t his 
comprehensive oppression can be grouped in four major 
areas: production, reproduction, sexuality and social­
ization. 

In Canadaa woman is exploited in production as 
is demonstrated by her relatively minor participation in 
the labour force, the disproportionately lower wages 
paid to women for working and the overconcentration of . . . ' women 1n the service 1ndustryghettos of female employment. 

Woman is exploited in reproduction by the expecta­
tions put on her role as child rearer which ask her to 
remain in the home until her children have left the home. 
She is exploited by the limited availability of birth 
control and abortions and the myth that child birth is the 
most productive role a woman can play in society and which 
necessarily excludes others. 

Woman is exploited sexually. The media uses her as 
a sex object to sell products for which a demand must be 
created for the sake of profit and she is sexually exploit 
ed in her daily interaction with men. 

a woman is oppressed in her socialization. Society 
teaches a woman to be passive by destroying any sense of 
initiative which might enable her to question her role in 
that society. · 

All these areas of women's oppression are institu­
tionalized in our society. The family is the first 
institution which molds little girls into submission ; 
school and church than take over: and when a woman is 
mature all forms of media, government and industry act 
as a reinforcement to define and restrict her role. Men 
are in control of all . these institutions. 

. ... . '7 



All areas of women's oppression are interrelated 
and reinforcing to one another. A woman is brought up 
to not question the validity of her role in society, the 
belief being so strong in her that she is incapable of 
active participation equal to men. This leaves her very 
vulnerable to manipulation from our system whose main 
interest is profit not the well-being of people. 

Women are recognized as . the most significant 
group of consumers in Canada. Through the use of 
the media, which exploits women's sexuality, corporations 
play on a woman's expectation of herself to sell the 
products. They sell her happiness. A woman is taught 
to be a martyr and is punished when she is selfish. She 
is vulnerable to advertising because she is encouraged 
to buy products not because they are necessary but 
because they are supposed to help her serve her family 
and ■ en better, and women are open to this suggestion. 
Women are evaluated on their ability to maintain (create) 
a 'good family'. Even outside the home woman is required 
to please others. This attitude makes women weil suited 
to the service industry or for that matter any occupation 
that demands negation of one's needs. 

The majority of women are economically dependent 
on fathers or husbands. They are a pool of surplus 
labour which can be tapped in times of need. This was 
demonstrated during the World Wars when women were essen­
tial to industry. 'Surplus' labour means 'cheap' labour, 
employers can offer minimal wages and so not have to pro­
vide good working conditions because there will always be 
women who will need the employment. Women, who are able 
to move in and out of the work force, are very advantage-
ous to the employers. ~lso a woman is not in a position 
to bargain for higher wages ana better working conditions 
because of her view of herself and of her role in society. 
A woman's work in the home is not rewarded economically, 
it is merely expected or demanded of her. 

Capitalism uses- women as consumers and cheap 
labour to maintain high profits. 

The majority of Women's Liberation groups across 
Canada believes that male chauvinism and capitalism are 
the source of women's oppression. . .... a 



Other points of view do exist: There is the Radical 
Feminist who identifies man as the sole oppressor, who 
structured systems to maintain women's oppression. And 
there is the view of the Liberal Feminist, who sees the 
s y s t em a s n e e d i n g re f o rm a n d me n n e e d i ·n g e d u c a t i on • T h i s 
article is dealing only with the view held by the majori­
ty , sometimes referred to as 'middle-of-the-road' 
feminists. Aterm used by Shulamith Firestone in her book 

he Dialectics of Se!. 

It is very difficult to find information on exact­
when the Women's Liberation Movement began in Canada. 

he movement is very young and very little has been 
ritten on it yet. It seems to have become a nation-
ide movement in 1969. The various groups which sprang 

up across Canada were initiated by women who were in­
volved in left-wing politics • . They were feeling dis­
satisfaction from the lack of analysis on the women's 
problems from the various left-wing groups and dis­
satisfaction with their role within those groups. It 
was felt that women's groups had to be established in 
order to develop an analysis of women's oppression. 
They saw that socialist revolutions such as the Russian 
and Cuban revolutions did not fundamentally alter the 
role of women. Women served the revolution, the revolu­
tion did not serve them. As Juliet Mitchell said in 
W9men's Estate: "Once it (the Women's Liberation Move­
ment) had arisen ••• it saw that its tasks were greater 
than its origins: that women's oppression manifests 
itself in economic and cultural deprivation, that oppress 
ed women are found in all exploited minorities, in all 
social classes, in all radical movements. That on the 
issue of the position of women, friends are foes." The 
original purpose of the movement had to change; those 
women found that communication with their fellow members 
in left-wing politics was impossible. They also came to 
the understanding that unless as individuals they learn 
to overcome a feeling of inferiority as women they would 
not be able to bring about change. It became necessary 
for the women involved to come to grips with their own 
oppression. 

The ■ethod employed by Women's Liberation Movement 
to come to grips with their oppression is 'Consciousness 
Raising'. Consciousness Raising is a re-interpretation of 
a revolutionary practice in China. 

. .... 9 



It was called 'Speaking Bitterness' and it follows the 
concept that the first symptom of oppression is the 
repression of words; the state of suffering is so total 
and so assumed that it is not known to be there. Consciou 
ness Raising is the bringing to consciousness of the 
vertually unconscious. 

Through the process of consciousness raising, a 
wofflan realizes that fears and doubts about herself and 
her position are common to other women and are created 
by society; she learns that other women haye the same . 
problems as herslef; she learns to trust and love other 
women. This is the first step in destroying oppression. 
Women have always been pitted against one another, taught c 
not to trust one another and to COfflpete with other women,f~ 
never men. Isolation is the best means to keep people f 

alienated. Through her faith in other women she gets n 
support in her struggle to cope with her situation. She -o 
learns to recognize her true feelings from those imposed 
on her from her socialization. She learns through 
Consciousness Raising the process of her socialization e 
and is able then to change it to a certain extent. She r 
learns to recognize society's reinforcement for a passivee 
role, therefore is able to stop its influence. Through r 
Consciousness Raising. a women acquires self-confidence t 
and a feeling of support and sisterhood with other women. 

Juliet Mitchell in her book Woman's Estate, 
describes Consciousness Raising: "Women come into the 
movement form the unspecified frustrations of their 
own private lives, find that what they thought was an 
individual dilemma is a social predicament and hence 
a political problem." This was the original purpose 
of consciousness raising; through the process of dis­
covering one's oppression. one would become politicized. 
Instead, a different phenomenon is happening in women's 
centres across Canada. 

In some centres a conscious decision was made 
nto to mention capitalism as a source of oppression. 
Women already involved in the movement anticipated that 
intense political discussions would result in disagree­
ments and could cause division within the movement~ 
This would jeopardize the concept ef Sisterhood • 

. . . . . 10 



Sisterhood is the concept that all women regard­
ss of social and economic classes are oppressed by ■en. 
erefore, women can be united in a common struggle to 
d this oppression. A political division between women 

threatening to this concept. 

This decision not to mention capitalism was also 
de out of - fear of alienating women making use of the 
ntres. It was felt that because of her feeling of 
feriority a woman would feel incapable of understanding 
e politics behind her own oppression. 

The result of this approach is that the Women's 
vement has become service oriented. Centres are offer­
g a series of services to meet very particular needs 

r individual women. The services offered are becoming 
1 end in themselves instead of a method of progressing 
>wards a goal • 

Medical Self-Help 1 for example, began out of a 
,eling of frustration and oppression by the medical 
~ofession. It does not analyse why the medical pro­
ssion is authoritarian and does not confront the 
oblem from its source. It teaches a woman to feel 
mfortable with her body and to understand and positively 
cept her sexuality. It teaches her how her body func­
ons so that she can demand better service from her 
ctor. 

This service is very valuable and this is demon­
rated by its great demand, but an overall analysis is 
eking. This is needed if Medical Self- Help is ever to 
ing about change in the medical profession. Also all 
rvices offered are approached singly. An understanding 

how closely related they are is lacking. 

An editorial in the Saskatoon Women's Liberation 
wsletter pointed out that the Movement is in danger of 
ing co-opted "unless it adopts an overall perspective 
ich directs women's consciousness of their oppression 
wards a strategy to end that oppression. The 'single 
sue' campaign such as child care, abortion law repeal, 
d self help are ~sceptible to co-optation by government • 

. . . . . 11 



Isolated demands can become diluted government programs 
that do not alter the status and role of women. For 
example. day care is presently being made more accessib 
to poor women, but the Saskatchewan government still 
maintains that women's place is in the home caring for 
children." 

The Women•s Liberation Movement is in danger of 
becoming the "Women's Service Club" unless it takes a 
good objective view of itself. 

The concept of Sisterhood does not allow room f 
growth because women•s energies are spent in trying to 
avoid sources of disagreement. The fear of alienating 
women is not a valid reason to refuee to develop a 
feminist analysis. A political analysis will not elimi 
ate the need for the services offered by the Movement. 
But with an analysis. the services will become a tool 
towards the liberation of women instead of a means of 
coping with one's oppression. 

Iii~ 

by Lucie de Blois 
Saskatonian 
August 8, 1974 

The next film in the film series is "Citizens 
Medicine". In Montreal the St. Jacques Citizens 
Committee primarily women set up a Community Health 
Clinic. The Film shows the discussion. planning 
and clinic in operation. The committee participated 
in the making of the film-planning. filming and editin 



Medical R.eport 
Physicians are still telling women th at they do not 

know how the IUD works. They maintain this position to 
women consumers years after scientists have shown that 
the action of the IUU's is to set up a low grade infect­
ion or inflamation of the uterine wall, thereby prevent 
ing implantation of the fertile ovum. 

If a woman takes asprin or antibiotics (i.e. pen­
icillin) she is likely to counter this inflamation and 
risk pregnancy. Doctors should warn women who take anti­
biotics or large doses of asprin while depending on the 
IUU to protect themselves with another form of birth 
control. 

I have also been informed and experienced the fact 
that the coppex 1 is rejected more quickly and easily 
by the uterus than the -~~p~_r__I. 

Aleita 

ATTENTION! 

The BCFW Conference scheduled for this 
month has been cancelled indefinately due to 
the currant labour dispute. 

lh£ LJ1) cl l~; r,js a.rL r[ s{ l[.S.S. 

lhc C lou.d C.a{L\"S 
Mouri~ain Moul.<'S. 
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The House is undergoing some physical changes a t 
the hands of the Public Works Department. There is no~ 
a fire escape, copper piping and new heating dusts in 
the basement, and the furnace is enclosed. The bath­
rooms and dining room have been re-painted and the new 
upstairs office has a door! 

In spite of the disruption to the children's 
area in the basement mothers have commented on the hel 
the children's programme has given their children. 
Not only is the time spent at Transition House import­
ant in helping mothers to adjust and to cope with new 
realities, but their children need new interests and 
a sense of security to help them through the changes i 
their lives. We all appreciate Shirley's leadership 
and commitment to bringing about such results. 

Dryme's talk to us about her conference ex­
periences last week was like a "shot of adrenalin" 
(as GDe of us put it). Keeping communications open 
between the Women's Centre and Transition House is 
important to us. When any activities, such as films, 
talts etc. might be suitable for residents or staff 
of the House, we'd appreciate having such information 
made available to post. 

Judy is trying to establish a morning one­
year-old" programme and would appreciate assistance. 

Is anyone can round-up the following items, 
we would be most pleased. 

one good, big, sturdy baby carriage 
one play-pen in good condition 
tires and ropes for swings 
sand box and sand 
tricycles and go-carts 
toys, lamps, vacuum cleaner 
two wood chests of drawers 
blankets and 4uilts, in good condition 
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