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Vote Upholds Mines' Right

Bid to Halt Land Sale Fails
Opposition parties failed Wed 

sjnesday to get the government to j 
lend the right of mining com
panies to buy land which they j 
1 have developed for mining 
| operations.

New Democrats and Liberals 
3 were defeated 35 to 16 when 
| they voted against a section of j 
I government amendments to the 
a Mineral Act which set down I 
I new procedures for purchase of: 
I surface rights by the owner of a 
j mineral claim.

Opposition leader David Bar
il rett said: “We do not believe 
«that mining promotors should 
I get ownership of land under the 
I guise of mining development."

MÉppÉiHU
ls Debate

He added that “Once a mine ! 
over (ended), that land 

should belong to the people of 
British Columbia."

★ ★ ★
He said he was concerned 

about people going into crown 
land and staking “phony” min
ing claims with the intention of 
acquiring the land at low per- 
acre rates, then selling it at 
speculation prices.

Lands Minister Ray Williston 
called the possibility a “figment 
of your imagination" and said 
“you don't have to worry about 
legitimate mining companies 
doing it."

Williston said that the opposi
tion’s argument meant that they

Rehabilitation

wanted to put an end to the'granting of surface rights inp 
practice of acquiring land from | perpetuity since it has already 
the crown by fee-simple. [done the same to forest and

Williston said the govern- j minera frights, 
ment’s policy is to have mining;-;" 
companies lease land for mining | 
purposes, then develop it and (y 
finally buy the land.

* * * :#v
Allan Williams (L—West Van- 

!couver-Howe Sound) said the OB 
new amendments would actually 
take away the ability of a K*-' «Hflrtvla
company to lease land for a j | 
temporary purpose. “Let them Iv 
use and occupy the land, but ■ ■ 
don’t give it to them forever."

Robert Strachan (NDP — 
Cowichan-Malahat) said that the;A 
government should end the1 i

''

Welfare Alters Name
By CLEMENT CHAPPLE

“What’s in a name?" was 
|asked Wednesday by several 
|1members of the B.C. Legisla
ture when it came time to 
|approve a name change for the 
Igovernrhent’s social welfare de
partment.

Rehabilitation and Social Im-

title that coincided with the 
appointment of Phil Gaglardi to 
the cabinet post, which was in 
turn the fulfilment of a promise 

1 made last summer to voters of 
! Kamloops by Premier Bennett 
ion the condition that they return 
the former highways minister to 
his seat in the Legislature.

ou Retain 

Seized Goods, 

Pay Sales Tax

tifle became official April t. the 
date upon which certain sections 
of an earlier bill becaihe ; 
effective. MLAs still had to pass j 
the amendments necessary to! 

i effect the name change to the 
body of the Department of j 

! Social Welfare Act, and all j 
documents similarily affected.

As written, this section of the 
||omnibus bill also came into 
effect Wednesday. The bill itself ' 
was given third and final 

I reading during the evening 
[sitting.
CONFIRMS NAME

I The omnibus bill is titled An 
| Act to Amend and Repeal 
: Certain Provisions of the 
Statute Law."

The government succeeded 
I Wednesday night in passing a 
| measure that will require the 
a re possessor of goods sold by 
■contract to pay the 5 per cent 
§sales tax if he plans to keep the

Contained in the government’s 
■omnibus bill, this amendment to 
it he Social Services Tax Act 
ggave several members, includ- 
ling Attorney-General Leslie 
■Peterson, a moment of con- 
jfusion when the section came up 
jfor debate during the afternoon 
(sitting.

Peterson said that if the 
■measure was unclear, this 

would be corrected in regula
tions.

'elerson said after tl

! supper break, and after consul
tations in the corridor with 

j members of his department, 
that the wording of the amend
ment is clear as it stands. The 
tax is payable, he said, during 
ordinary sale and when goods 
are repossessed through failure 

j to complete payments and then 
; kept by the repossessor.

Several members, including 
S o c r e d backbencher Herb 
C apozzi (Vancouver Centre) 
complained that the measure 
would penalize a repossessor 
when he was unable to resell 
the goods.

But Capozzi voted for the 
section, which was opposed in a 
vote by New Democrats and 
Liberals, the vote being de- 

U

| Upon confirming the change 

I of name some time ago. Pre
ly imier Bennett said he wanted to 
| : get rid of the handout stigma 

v| associated with the word “wel- 
|| fare.”
pi But Alex Macdonald (NDP— 
; ! Vancouver East) rose Wed-

see

nesday to say th^' the new; 
name was “discriminatory, in
sulting and even derogatory” 
because it implied that mothers 
who raise families without the 
benefit of a husband wage 
earner and therefore receive 
welfare payments were being 
labelled as needing réhabilita- Rÿj 
lion and improvement of some i '»

NO FAULT
These and other people in t'i 

similar circumstances through Êl 
no fault of their own make 
valuable contributions to the 
community, said Macdonald, , 
and should not be thus termed.

Gaglardi, who has already |jj 
been the subject of criticism for 
his use of the world “deadbeat" * 
in connection with some of the y 
people allegedly on welfare, said ; h 
that the word rehabilitation is .. 
for people who can be rehabili- - 
ta ted and the words social 
improvement show that “what a 
we want to do is improve the 
status of everybody.”

■
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Barrett, Wallace:

rivate Hospital

Welfare Minister Philip Gaglardi said 
Wednesday night in the Legislature he 
knew nothing of the closure May 1 of Oak 

i Lodge Private Hospital, 4036 Quadra in 
| Saanich, and the uncertain future of its 41 
patients, 21 of them supported by the wel
fare department.

“This has never been brought to my attention." 
:said Gaglardi responding to questions, "so I can’t

Gaglardi Sparks 

Another Uproar
j Tempers flared on both sides 
[of the Legilsature Wednesday ; 
night as the $500,000 spending ; 

’allocation for the Provincial 
[Alliance of Businessmen was 
|approved over the opposition of 
NDP and Liberal members.

Opposition Leader David Bar
rett repeated his earlier 

[barrel" charges 
[letter from a Civil

stabbed in the back
that minister will bring your 
whole government down."

When the standing vote was I 
taken. 15 opposition members ] 
opposed the PAB allocation f j 
$500,000 for the coming year but! 

; the vote was passed by 35! 
; government members.

The House rose at 11:10 p.m.
! after approving the $108,000,000 
i spending estimates of the social 
welfare departmentx.

Gaglardi’s comment came after opposition
leader David Barrett and Dr. Scott Wallace (SC— 
Oak Bay) complained that the kind of health care 
given by private hospitals like Oak Lodge should 
be provided by the government under a general 
health scheme.

They also asked for a reassurance about the 
I patients who will shortly find themselves without 
i health care.

producing a j 
Service j. 

[Commission spokesman which ;, 
he said was proof that Welfare , 
Minister Phil Gaglardi handled f 
all hiring for the program 

I designed to get hard core!
I jobless back to work.
[ In the confusion that followed 1 
[Gaglardi jumped up to reply 
land at least one other opposition j 
[member, Leo Nimsick (NDP- 
[Kootenay), was on his feet 
[waiting to be recognized by 
I James Chabot (SC—Columbia

[standing vote

I Barrett called for a standing 
[vote on the PAB spending 
[allocation and despite protests 
[from NDP members that he 
[was out of order, and his own 
■admission that such was the 
■case, the division bells were 
■rung.
I Premier Bennett insisted the 
■vote could not be discussed, 
■after a division had been called. ; 
1 Robert Strachan (NDP— 
■Cowichan-Malahat) jumped up 
land pointed at the premier 
Ishouting: "You stand exposed ;

Subsidies for Poor
Private health care by private hospitals is sub-i 

sidizod by the welfare department when recipients 
[cannot pay themselves. The comments arose dur-j

University

ling consideration of the estimates of Gaglardi’s! 
(welfare department.
| Gaglardi said, however, that "when it isl 
fin-ought to my attention I will take a look at it.” | 

Barrett said that the story of the closing of! 
Ipak Lodge has been in the newspapers “all week" j 
Knd that if Gaglardi had not heard about it by now. I 
■here should be a procedure established in his of- 
Sice to prevent him from again missing such infor
mation.
I Wallace, repeating a theme he has raised sev
eral times in the House, said the lack of govern- 
Rnent-sponsored health care for patients with health 
Scare requirements falling between acute and chron- 
Uc is “unjust and unreasonable.”
E Wallace said that people who have saved 
gjrnoney to take care of their old age requirements 
■have all their savings taken away by private hos- 
jjpital fees. Then they are deprived of their “dignity”

A government measure that 
will prohibit universities from 
granting honorariums to! 
teachers who take student 
teachers into their classrooms] 
came under fire in the Legisla
ture Wednesday.

Eileen Dailly (NDP — Burn-’ 
aby North), deputy leader and 
her party’s education critic; 
said the move, contained in 

[amendments to the Public

when they run out of money and must accept wel
fare payments.

‘Extreme Injustice’
“It is an extreme injustice in our affluent I 

! society,” he said, when an acutely-ill person pays 
$1 a day, a chronically ill person pays $1 a day, and] 
those in between pay the “full exhorbitant cost” of 
[private hospital care.

Barrett said there are “thousands” of people j 
who need this care and this responsibility belongs

autonomy of universities bye 
prohibiting the granting of such! 
honorariums.
STUDENTS TEACH

Mrs. Dailly cited the case at| 
[Simon Fraser University, which! 
sends students from its faculty! 
[of education into classrooms in[ 
the community and in effect] 
"uses the regular teachers as! 
faculty members.”

She said the qualified teachers 
[often spend months with the 
[students and “face quite an 
[extra load.”
| She asked Education Minister! 
[Donald Brothers why the gov
ernment made the move.
| He replied that he will, 
["welcome your comments next' 
[year when we see how it;

[fare office in Saanich had been quoted as saying 
the plight of the 21 Oak Lodge patients was not the
[responsibility of the welfare department.
I Gaglardi replied that he did not know of the



, Thursdoy, April 2, 1976

lospital Boord Vole

Socred e «

losition
Bv IAN STREET 

Legislative Reporter
Dr. Scott Wallace (SC-Oak 

iay> voted with the opposition 
i the Legislature Wednesday in 

unsuccessful attempt to 
Idefeat a government move 
; iwhicn he described as a threat 
Ito local autonomy of hospital 

A ; boards throughout B.C.
^ The Socred backbencher op- 

pi posed Section 9 of the amend
ements to the Hospital Act.
|jwhieh gives the-government the public trustee 
I power to s ,joint a public | inondation 
■trustee to

Bliadm:

MM 
Di

the strengths of the hospital 
system in this country was thei 
degree of local autonomy en-j 
joyed by hospital boards. He 
said by comparison in Britain, 
bureaucracy “chokes the life" 
out of hospitals.

"I agree there are better 
ways to constitute a hospital 
board," the Socred member 
said. "But the present local 
autonomy must be preserved."

The only other speaker in thev*-|

Royal Columbian Hospital He Mel 
warned, however, thaï ‘then 
same big club" i* poised over Re 
the heads of all hospital boards fia 
in the province.

the recom- the vote in the journals of the.. . , , . , _ . _ ,
of an examining House, permission was denied.;*5*** .Cocke

un any hospital board, which would include at An obviously angry Trade Min- .'. . ^e.w J-'tmmsterl who 
| which is in administrative diffi- least one non-political figure. ister Waldo Skillings led the ^me/directlv at S
cities Wallace rejected the argu- chorus of "no" from the gov- - d _lrecu* he board ofh

ment that the government is ernmenl side.
STRENGTHEN HAND seeking the power to take over Wallace voted for the Hospital

Wallace told the House during administration of hospitals only Act amendments on second, 
consideration of the bill in in cases of dire necessity. He leading, which is the stage at; 
committee that he felt in view said : "No matter what party I which the Legislature gives 
of the public financing oi belong to now or in the future, approval in principle to pro- POINTS RAISED 
hospitals the government was legislation of this kind will posed legislation, but he said Health Minister Ralph Loff- 
"well-intentioned" in seeking always make me very un- then that he was uneasy about mark rose to say he wanted to 1 
some new power to control local happy " the powers it conferred on answer "a number of important.]
administrations. But he added The section passed on a government. points” which had been raised '
"in ah conscience 1 must vote standing vote in which the Oak He said Wednesday that "on in the debate. He was cut off.
against it." Bay member joined 16 opposi- reconsideration" of his previous. however, by chairman Herb

He suggested the government tion members against the gov- stand he had decided he must;Bruch (SC—Esquimau) who ,
[Could remove his main objection emment’.s 34 votes. vote against the bill in com- ruled that the section had ;

nd at the same strengthen its When Opposition Leader mittee. i already been passed on a voice
hand when such action was David Barrett rose to request! Since coming to Canada,) vote. The opposition then re-

-“SUSy.9 pgj&jjg f*“ 00| Stflfluestsda standing vote. ... F

Relax, Don’t Panic 
Over Smelter, 
Richter Tells Mines

The mining industry in B.C. partnership will provide the] 
Bhas needlessly “pushed the ultimate solution to this prob- 
|panic button" in its assessment lem."
■ ! of the effects of new legislation 
■designed to promote establish
ment of a copper smelter,

N Mines Minister Frank Richter 
^jsaid Wednesday.

The minister was commenting 
ion a telegram received from the 
|R.C. and Yukon Chamber of 
| Mines expressing concern over 
| the government's action which 
I the chamber said could have a 

"very adverse" effect on the 
|province's mineral industry.

The wife, signed by chamber 
■manager Thomas Elliott, said 
bB.C.'s mineral trade with Japan 
lis now valued at $200,000.000 a 
■year and could reach $500,000,- 
■000 annually within five years
(industry warned

However, Richter said in an 
| interview he felt the industry 
■was “looking for the worst’’ in 
■the legislation and had failed to 
■take into consideration fhe 
■many complex factors which 
■prompted the action by the 
|government.

"I am confident this legisla
tion will not be so detrimental 

some mining people are 
[saying it will be at this time,” 

(the minister said.
Richter noted that in a speech 

[to the Legislature in 1969 he 
■warned the B.C. mining indus
try the government expected it 
[“as a responsible body" to take 

leps to secure the establish
ment of a copper smelter, _

Nothing happhetT, the-minister' 
: so 1 e g i station

i at tins session to” 
smelter operation 1

Brought * 
make a 
(viable.

The Mineral Processing Act. I 
which has already been passed J 
by the Legislature and 
expected to get royal assent this ij 
weekend, empowers the minis
ter to order any producing mine E 
in the province to divert up tot 
50 per cent of its production to!

designated smelter for pro-| 
cessing.

Trade and Industry Minister I 
Waldo Skillings said he was ? 
asked to explain the intent of S 
the legislation while in Japan 1 
last month for the opening of ! 
Expo 70. He told Japanese | 
interests, who expressed con
cern. it. would be at least five I 
years before a smelter could j 
come into production in B.C. | 
and therefore its effect upon the u 
mining industry would be j 
gradual.
ULTIMATE SOLUTION 

"The Japanese are ultra I 
conservative people," Skillings | 
said. "They have known fori 
many years this was coming| 
because it was always govern-| 
ment, policy to have at least 
portion of our raw materials! 
processed in B.C.

“We would like to get the I 
Japanese interested in taking anj 
equity position in the smelter 1 
just as they are our partners | 
today in pulp mills and mines.r

Rail Intent 
Riles NDP

Opposition members in the Elk Railway, currently before 
[Legislature Wednesday accused the Canadian Transport Board.
St he government of planning to for the right to build tracks 
(move quantities of Kootenay from Natal-Michel to the U.S. 
roal by American railroads and border, where it would link up 

HJthus lose jobs for Canadian : with the GN. 
liworkcrs. Attorney -General Leslie

Oppositioh Leader David Bar- Peterson, who wrote on behalf 
Jrctt said he believes an amend- of the government to the CTC, 
|ment which would allow the denied Barrett’s charges. He 

LC. Harbors Board to “con- ; said the proposed amendment, 
Ijstruct, own and operate” a!which was approved by a vote 
(railway was connected with the I of 35 to 15. was designed only to 

Ijprovince’s support of a move to j confirm the authority of the 
‘ship coal from the Fernio area j harbors board to negotiate 

|via the Great Northern through 1 running rights to Roberts Bank 
■the U.S. : with major railway companies.

It was disclosed last week the 
J government was supporting an 
^(application by the Kootenay and i

TRACKS BUILT
The crown corporation has *aB 

built the tracks from Abbotsford 
over which CPR unit trains 
carrying coal will travel to 
Roberts Bank.

Robert Williams (NDP 
^Vancouver East) said he felt 
]- the amendment was actually 
: j intended to authorize the trans-gsa 
Jfer of B.C. Hydro’s rail freight^f] 
y operation, which makes a profit, ^ 
Ito the Pacific Great Eastern 
| Railway. He said the harbors 
I board would receive only the 
I actual trackage serving Roberts] 
EBànk.

Premier Bennett rose briefly 
gto say “this bill has nothing to 
jdo with that at all" and sat

\
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XuSafeguarding Our Future
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’HE BRITISH COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT de
serves support for its policy of retaining 

ontrol of all the natural resources of this province, 
no matter whether water, forests, or minerals are 
nvolved.

Without that control, the province would lose 
ts most precious asset, and because of that the 
ccently approved B.C. Mineral Processing Act has 
uch to commend it.

The act provides a safeguard again. Ic- 
|term export sales of minerals in ore or concentrate 
form that might deprive the province of the future 
ability to process its own natural resources.

Of immediate concern is the copper situation. 
Vast new low-grade ore deposits are being opened 
up all over the province — one of the biggest is on 

| Vancouver Island — and in practically every case 
there is in Japan a guaranteed market for the 
product.

_ In some cases contracts for as long as 10 and 
l 12 years have been signed giving the foreign buyer 

exclusive rights to the output of the mining 
company.

What this has done is to tie up the quantity of 
raw material that would be necessary if this 
province is going to have a copper smelter of its 

I own.
The new act will give the province the right to

i divert up to 50 per cent of all mining production to 
ill domestic refining use, a situation that on the face 
9 of it seems only right and proper.

It will not deprive the local mining companies 
Bnf potential sales, because the diversion will not be

J til required unless th*re is an immediate market.___■ BE unfortuF a. therefore that the exolora-
^j| Money Brought Deal, Says MLA

m

tion and development companies planning the 
biggest copper milling plant in the province should 
find that the new act is jeopardizing its plans to get 
into product an.

Lornex Mines has made a deal with a 
Japanese c sertium and a group of Canadian 
banks to lei 1 it money towards thé construction of 
a 38,000 toi s a day copper mining development in 
the Highlan 1 Valley of British Columbia.

. esident, R. D. Armstrong, backed by the 
B.v.. in.- ukon Chamber of Mines, says the deal is 
being threatened by the new act, and that if its 12- 
year contract with Japanese firms to take all the 
production is not allowed to stand, then the lenders 
may withdraw, and the development of the mine 
will not proceed.

Such would be extremely unfortunate, but 
Lornex, itself an internationally-owned company, 
can hardly expect, unrestricted rights to a long
term tie-up of its product to the exclusion of the 
provincial interests.

Copper ore, unlike water — debarred by B.C. 
from export completely, or the trees in the forest, 
is not replaceable. Once gone it is gone forever.

It is thus essential that the government should 
retain control over mineral exports. The copper in 
the Highland Valley will not rot. If Lornex has to 
make new contracts to suit the occasion, only a 
matter of time will be involved.

On the other hand if the prospect is not good 
enough to merit financing on the reasonable terms 
imposed by the new act. then it is certainly not 
worth the $135,000,000 the company plans to 
spend on it.

The British Columbia government should 
stand firm on its principles^Ajieritagejsjil^st^^-

■

Hunting Promise Causes Resignation
The B.C. Legislature was told 

Thursday night that a provincial 
conservation officer was forced 
in*o resignation in 1968 when he 
|was suspected of offering 
special hunting rights to Ameri
can hunters buying a lodge in 
the Vanderhoof area.

Alex Macdonald (NDP 
: Vancouver East), describing

what he called “pressure” on 
the recreation and conservation 
department by wealthy Ameri
cans, said that the unnamed 
conservation officer received 
money for his “connivance” in 
promising hunting rights to the 
Americans.

Recreation Minister Ken 
Kiernan confirmed the story,

gKiernan’s Pledge:

White Paper Soon 
On Park Program

saying there was not sufficient 
evidence to warrant prosecu
tion, sc the officer was offered 
the choice between a transfer 
and resignation.

The officer chose to resign, 
said Kiernan.

American hunters “are ready 
to spend thousands of dollars” 
for the “obscure and psycho
logical reasons” that they have 
for hunting big game.

Macdonald said the recreation 
department should be “properly 
budgeted by the minister of 
finance” to help avoid such 
temptations,

“His department has suc
cumbed on one occasion in 1968, 
and I hope it doesn’t succumb|

Kiernan also described the! 
case of a guide whose licence! 

Recreation Minister Kenneth i department is preparing a white was withheld by his départ
is Kiernan announced Thursday paper outlining “a total park 
| night In^ the Legislature his | program” for Vancouver Island.

The minister said during 
| discussion of his salary vote the 
[a work is still in progress and 
I gave no details of the contents 
lor release date of the white 
|papfif.

He told Robert Williams 
I (NDP—Vancouver East) : “I 
I think we’ll be able to recom- 
Imend a pretty comprehensive 
| parks program” for the Island.

Kiernan also said he was 
| prepared to make available to 
1 Williams in his office this 
I morning documents connected 
I with the exchange last Septem- 
lber of 5,260 acres of timber
■ rights in Strathcona Park for!
1576 acres of property to estab
lish a new provincial park at 
1 Cape Scott near the northern tip 
I of Vancouver Island.

He assured the NDP member 
[the parks branch plans no 
| further exchange of property or 
■timber rights in parks cm the 
■Island until the white paper is
■ published.

ment's officials because of g 
unacceptable behavior. T h eg 
minister said he was told by the| 
guide that there would beg 
trouble for him during the last| 
election, but Kiernan ignoredg 
the threat.

Kiernan added that non-| 
residents take out 5 per cent < 
the hunting licences in B.C.,1 
providing one-third of the total g 
licence revenue, and they take! 

>r cent of the game killed.!
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Kiernan Predicts Ban

Sitting '

On DDT Within Year
V By CLEMENT CHAPPLE i total ban on DDT by this time estimates, Kiernan said that 

Recreation Minister Ken j next year. DDT has become a world-wide
Xieman said Thursday night in! Replying to opposition ques- problem, and some of the worst 

t ,th< c '• nr he —pect a ! tions during his department's concentrations found In birds

May End
First Session of House

By IAN STREET 
Legislative Reporter
The first session of the 

29th B.C. legislative as
sembly is expected to 
Prorogue later today af
ter a total of 74 sittings.

The session has been slight-
iWTT ,'han one in 

but falls short of fin sittings in 1968. 80

Members will collect th»,v 
paychecks, which this session
57oorred ,rom $8’o°° to
riseÏÏéc iS?n as et5 House 
nses for the last time.

"ns session marks the first 
occasion since 1951 that th„ 
Legislature has had an Easter 
recess. When MLAs returned 

Wednesday, after a
w»r^ yK-reSt' one member 

a,bsent- Barrie Clark (Liberal - North Vancouver! 

Seymour) is in Mexico. ^

* * *
tag on7h re,°lutions remain- ? 
mg on the order paper to be*alt with this afternoon i, 1

We.ieby J?rovincia> Secretary b T . ■ B lick proposing that I 
Trade Minister Waldo8 Skill 

ings receive his full sessional" !J

Skillings was absent for six 
days in March when he flew 
to Japan as B.C.’s official 
representative at the opening 
of Expo 70 in Osaka.

I allowed be expenses.
: ■ t

absent for five days during a 
session without losing any 
money, but for any longer 
period have $12 a day 
deducted from their living

traced to "massive” 
amounts of the pesticide used : ■ 
by the national defence depart- 
ment against mosquitoes in the;.' 
Arctic.

‘I think we have reached the • 
point when an outright ban” 1 ! 
should be effected, said Kier
nan. “And I will be very 
surprise if that doesn't come in 

sag 12 months.”
^ Kiernan also said that a 67- 

acre campsite at Gordon Bay on 
southern Vancouver Island will 
be in operation by July 1.
CAMPSITE ENLARGED 

I Replying to Robert Strachan 
■Mi ------; fNDP Cowichan-Malahat),

Cleanup Urged 
| For Long Beach

\ : Kiernan also said a campsite at&H 
Cottonwood Creek is to be 

• enlarged to park size, following ■ 
>5 acquisition of more land and

solution to the access problem.

The government should pre- 
i| pare emergency work forces 
L- for cleaning up Long Reach

J

during the coming summer, 
an MLA said Thursday in the 
Legislature.

Dr. Howard McDiarmid (SC
Albernii said that publicity 

about the eventual national 
park in the Long Beach area 
will only increase the number 
of visitors to the area before 
adequate facilities are estab
lished to cope with the load.

There are not enough gar
bage can or toilet facilities 
along the beach to handle the 
traffic as it is. McDiarmid

The MLA also requested 
that curbs be placed on the 
use of motorcycles on the 
beach, which arc the cause of 
great “noise pollution” 
throughout the summer.

McDiarmid also warned 
against burning of the logs 
which have accumulated on 
the beach, which he said 
would erode without the logs' 
protection. The MLA asked 
for assurance that when the 
new road to the west coast 
of the island is constructed 
along the side of Sproat Lake 
nt water level, it would bo 
constructed on reserved land 
with tourist facilities.

MLAs 
Stay On
British Columbia’s three 

women ministers without port- 
ty'-, folio missed their only chance to,
. justify their jobs Thursday night r 

in the Legislature by a fast-J i 
raj moving opposition that turned* ; 

L an embarrassment into a pro- i 
cedural victory.

When the $48,876 vote for the . 
salaries and department ex
penses of Pat Jordan, Isabel j 
Dawson and Grace McCarthy j 
came up for debate, Dennis ! 
Cocke (N D P —N e w Westmin- ! 
ster) opened with the statement 1 
that B.C.’s people are "picking j 
up the tab for three PR people | 
for the Social Credit party.”

J Cocke went on “I see no ■ 
,_oa evidence of any justification for ! 

this vote and I call for division |

The three women leapt to 
their feet in an attempt to 
[prevent closure of the debate 

it was too late and the
! division bells were rung.

With government support the 
i three w o m e n’s jobs were 
^secured by 35 to 16 count.
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Of Bereaved—Liberal
A Liberal member in the 

Legislature Thursday accused 
the government of allowing; 
A m e r i can-owned Vancouver 
funeral companies to milk the; 
bereaved.

Allan Williams (L — West! 
Vancouver-Howe Sound) said 
the Public Utilities Commissionj 
is failing in its responsibility to! 
see that perpetual care funds; 
are properly used.

He said correspondence with 
I the attorney-general's depàrt- 
| ment last month suggests 
I “complicity" between the gov- 
Ieminent and seven Vancouver 
I companies, owned by Service 
jCorp. International of Houston, 
I Texas, which is using more than 
1 $2,000,000 in perpetual care

McGeer
Opposes

funds acquired in the 19691 
purchase, to make a profit fori 
its shareholders.

Williams said shares in the 
companies which were worth 77 
cents before a public issue was 
authorized jumped to $3.10 
"without the companies turning 
a wheel.” He said the perpetual 
care funds were used as public 
assets in the share issue.

★ ★ ★
"This government has 

; serious responsibility to see that |
! people who are bereaved, at 
time particularly trying fori 
them, are not made the victims I 
of this kind of profit making. If: ' 
these companies wish to coh-§@ 
duct their business in B.C., thenjp 
so be it. But let it be known Fj 
that we have a proper andf 
responsible way for the com-;j 
mitment of the dead — a way '' 
that does not try the resources C; 
of those who survive. The; 
bereaved must not be milked, | 
he said.

The government made 
reply to Williams and before the

I Liberal leader Pat McGeei pUC vote was passed, Liberal 
voted against the MLA’s salary leader Patrick McGeer rose to increase when it came up in the say the commission was nothing^ 
Legislature just before midnight | more than a repository for. 
Thursday. defeated politicians and not

He was the lone opponent of : worth the $229,000 it will cost in

I the $74:1,786 legislation vote. the comin8 year, 
which includes members 
salaries and expenses for the I 
session. The vote was 48 to 1 j 

McGeer voted against the 
salary because il contained an 
increase from $8,000 to $10.000 
for MLAs, which was announced 
in the budget Feb. 6. He said 
at the time that salary increases 
for members should be turned 
down because of the general 
fight against inflation.

He has said he would not turn! 
down the money but has spoken | 
out several times against the I 
principle of a salary increase.F 

The house adjourned at 11:551

îernan naps 
Davis
On Park Idea
Ptpcreation Minister Ken

IKieman said Thursday in the 
legislature he was willing to 
j discuss the possibility of an 
l underwater park in the Gulf 

jj Islands area with the federal 
\ government.

The minister expressed 
I annoyance, however, with the 
: fact that he first learned the 
federal government might be 

! i n t e r e s ted in such a park 
• when he read a statement in

In e w spapers by Fisheries 
Minister Jack Davis.

Kiernan made the state
ment during debate on his 
salary vote when the Legisla
ture was considering his 
departmental estimates.

* * *

More than one MLA had 
j criticized Kiernan for showing 
: no interest in such a park 
! when the minister said "so 

far there has been no com
munication to this minister or 
any other . . .
"Surely it would be com- 

j mon courtesy to discuss this 
1 with someone other than with 
j the newspapers.”

Asked whether he would 
agree to such a park, Kiernan

said: ”1 am prepared to sit 
down and discuss it with the 
federal government any 
time,” adding that "it's a 
little awkward” to just gloss 
over the newspaper reports.

David Brousson (L—North 
Vancou ver-Capilano) sug
gested that the government 
offer two or three islands for 
inclusion in the park, should it 
materialize, saying it would 
be "one of the most unusual 
and e xciting recreational 
areas in North America.”

"Or would the government 
rather drill for oil” in the 
Gulf Islands, asked Brousson.

Also during the debate, 
Harold Merile.es (SC 
Van couver-Burrard) asked 
the government to get to
gether with members of the 
Washington State Legislature 
over pollution fighting pro
grams for the Strait of Juan 
de Fuca, the Gulf of Georgia 
and Puget Sound.

He also renewed a warning 
against the alleged imminent 
shipment of nerve gas by 
American ships through the 
Juan de Fuca waters.
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NDP Leaves House 
In Hansard Debate

By CLEMENT CHAPPLE

The New Democratic Party 
walked out of the Legislature 

■Friday after learning that the 
(debates of most of the session 

will not be published.
Opposition leader David 

îarrett said following the walk- 
Jout that the decision by the 
■ government not to record and 
Jprint all the debates was 
[“designed to frustrate 
[democracy.'’

A motion that has stood on 
[the order paper throughout the 
Jspssion was called in the dying 
ghours of the session by Pro
vincial Secretary Wesley| 
Black, who said only transcripts 
[of debates of the House will be 
[printed from the magnetic tapes i 
which recorded all proceedings.: 
The debates of the House in ; 
nost cases are set speeches 

[read by the members from1 
[notes or full texts.

(spending debate

What Barrett called “the real i 
guts” of debate will not be 
[published. This includes debate i 
bn spending estimates and 
(detailed debate of bills.

“What a farce, what a 
nockery,” said Barrett. It was 

barticularly important since the 
province has been without its 
two largest circulation news- ; 
papers to record debates on, 
their news pages.

The government “has gone 
nad with its overwhelming 
najority” and has begun to 
lelieve “that myth that you are

somehow plugged into God.” 
Barrett said.

INSI LT TO PEOPLE
“We don't buy it,” he con

tinued, “It's sick and it's an 
insult to the people of this 

fprovince.”
Liberal leader Pat McGeer 

followed Barrett, saying that 
the announcement was an “in
sult” to the Legislature and 
added that “any premier or any 
cabinet minister or any member 
ashamed to see his words in full 
. . . should not be sitting in this 
Legislature.”

Several amendments proposed 
by Gordon Dowding I NDP 
Burnaby-Edmonds) which would 
have resulted in fully-published 
debates were ruled out of order'.

Ernest Hall (NDP — Surrey)

said the government hasg 
forgotten what democracy is t

Just before 5 p.m., Robert! 
Williams a NDP Vancouver! 
East) stood up and said; “Once! 
again, the man who plays God”| 
had stifled information and ‘ 
refuse to take part in this] 
debate.”

Then t h e NDP membersHs 
walked out of the chamber.
DIVINE RIGHT

Outside the House. Barrett 
said “We refuse to take part in™— 
a debate that has obviously§|§| 
been designed to frustrate1^ 

j democracy. To sit there and be J 
used as pawns in a denigrating |

I game played under government ]
• that thinks it has “a divine right g 
'to rule” is unacceptable, he I

4

Benguet Meet j 
4Unbelievable’ 'v.j

B5ill
NDP leader David Ban;ett 

reacted strongly Friday to the 
news that Resources Minister 
Ray Williston may meet today 
with a representative of the 
Benguet Corp., which was the 
major financial backer of the 
Cypress Bowl recreational 
development.

Barrett said it was “ un

believable” that Benguet called| 
I such a meeting, which 
apparently to include West! 

| Vancouver Mayor Alex Forst.
Williston said Friday he would 1 

attend the meeting if he is! 
invited.

“What power has Benguet got | 
to pull a çabinct minister over | 
to Vancouver for a meeting?” | 
asked Barrett.



Caucus

Barrett
Wins
Favor

The British Columbia New 
Democratic Party cacus 
Friday unanimously endorsed 

opposition Leader Dave Barrett's 
bid for the leasership of the 
party.

C a u.c us c h a irman Bob 
Willi ams (NDP—Vancouver 
East) said the endorsement by 
the 12 MLAs was made in 
accordance 

I constitution, 
be forwarded

with the party's 
The decision will 

to the party’s 
I leadership convention in June at 
8 Chilliwack.

from Coqtiitlam. near Van
couver, was named house 
leader of the party by the 
caucus following defeat of Tom 
Berger in the Aug. 27 provincial 
election.

Something Extra This Sp
It was payday in Legislature shortly after 5:30 left are: Burtoi 
p.m. Friday when first session of 29th Legislative James ^Chabot ^ 
Assembly ended and MLAs lined up for heavier Cariboo) Agricull 
than usual pay cheques. During session they voted position Leader 1

ringBerger had won the leader
ship at an April, 1969, con
vention, defeating Barrett by 
36 votes. Williams was also a 
contender at that convention but 
ran third.

Barrett was first elected to m frtim am T -pelip Pptprsmnay ttise.tft

TmistI
ourmquef

However, most general hospitals in B^Tâvêaïread^ 
settled new contracts with the Hospital Employees’ Union. 
The award represents increases of between eight and 10 per 
cent this year and during 1971.

In addition, all hospitals have new contracts with the 
Registered Nurses Association of B.C. that give those 
employees an increase of eight per cent this year.

The settlements in both cases involved the intervention of

By JOHN MATTERS
"And if this doesn't stop the flow of blood, 1 am going 

ipply the tourniquet somewhere else."
The words are those of B.C. Health Minister Ralph 

joffmark, spoken last fall when he was discussing salaries of

they’ll start as far as possible from patient areas.
However, he wondered what staff cuts would be possible. 

Hospitals already are on minimum staff and are handling 
more patients then ever.

_____ _______ .... „ ___ ________ 'e Cost-cutting is a theme that has been gathering
still negotiating with most of its staff» this will* mean the «omentum among hospital authorities, particularly those in

l" ' *------------------ -------------- government, during the past three years.
_ ** has been taken on a relatively strident tone since B.C. I 
registered nurses won salary increases in 1968 that made] 
hem among the highest-paid of their profession in Canada.

Federal authorities have recently joined the battle. They 
ire involved because Ottawa pays about 52 per cent of the 
money BCHI5 dispenses.

The most significant decisions on hospital costs likely--« msilii in X7; _ 1___ ... " I

bnoney to hospitals,
Incvpysps awarded e

Each hospital w ___ ____ ___o _
[cent, or slash costs. In the case of St. Joseph’s (Rovaï Jubilei
BS f*:"------
hospital will have io find about another $200,000 a year.

Across the province, it means general hospitals will hav< 
ho tighten their belts to the extent of about $10.000,000 befon 
the end of 1971.

And what will happen if those hospitals are in desperatt

were made in Victoria about one month ago.
The Colonist learned Friday night that C. M. Drur; 

chairman of the federal treasury board, and at least or 
senior official of the federal department of health and welfai 
at that time had a talk with Premier Bennett about heall 
costs in this province.

That meeting, when the federal freeze on health spendink*»lv WOO oo-f ......
[ "This is inconceivable," said Dorwin Baird, chairman o 
the board of Lions Gate Hospital in North Vancouver after he 
was told of Loffmark’s announcement in the Legislature.

"We already are on a bare-bones budget. Are we 
[supposed to send sick people home? A 30 per cent cutback is 
[simply not possible."

D. H. Lawson, chairman of the board of Royal Jubilee. 
Lsaid he had no details of the minister’s annou: 
luntil he was better informed he had no comment.
I------'iMiUtis 3Q per cenL jiis.a sizeable thin

Jubilee resumes negotiations on Apri 
employees’ association. ____________

lowadays.20 with its™



I Saturday, April 4, 1970

limit Reachei
,

In Financing 
Hospital Care

By IAN STREET 
Colonist Legislative Reporter

Health Minister Ralph Loffmark announced Fri
day the provincial government has reached the limit 
of its ability to finance the spiralling cost of patient 

care in B.C. hospitals.
Igi Loffmark also warned the 
$|| limit for financing the rapidly- 

increasing cost of medical 
& - care in the province would be 

jgfcg reached “very shortly.”
The $175,000,000 to be spent 

on B.C Hospital Insurance 
Service during the coming 
[year an increase of $25,000.- 
000 over 1969, will be suf
ficient only to meet 70 |»er 
cent of the total increase in 
salaries for hospital |>ersunel, 
the minister said.

Therefore, Loffmark added.
|”in order to avoid serious 

financial problems'* hospitals 
throughout the province will 
have t o take immediate 
apt ion to reduce costs by ah 
amount sufficient to meet the 
M0 per cent of salary in
creases that will not be met 
by BCHIS.

Loffmark said the cuts will jlpensu 
have to come in staff and 

Q.scrvices but he added it will 
Ibe left up to individual 
| hospitals to decide exactly 
|what cuts are required.

BCHIS payments will be 
1 allocated to hospitals ’on as 
Mfair and equitable basis as 
0 possible” but the minister 
Bsaid no government can go on 
1 indefinitely absorbing wage . 
■increases of the magnitude 
Sexperienced in this province 
§ in recent years.

* * *
The cost of patient care in

!B.C. hospitals has increased 
126 per cent over the past five 
years. Loffmark said, and the 
jjlsamc rate of increase over 

lithe next five years would 
Hpush the BCHIS bill to about 

i$370.000,000 by 1975.
He warned the cuts ordered

I now will be "nothing com
pared to what hospitals can 
expect in the next few years'" 
if salary costs keep rising.

"It is clear.” Loffmark 
“that a continuation of

bankrupt any government.' 
That is why the government 
of Canada stated positively 

I that increases in the cost of 
health services must be held 
jwithin satisfactory limits."

He said the B.C. cuts were 
part of a nation-wide ca- 
jpart of a nation-wide cam
paign to keep hospital costs . 
act” of this government.

* * *
The federal government

tasked us to exercise re
straint,” the minister said. 
'“Ottawa is concerned abouti 

;jcosts in B.C. — they say ourj 
ijCosts are too high now. W<
:;are prepared to co-operate in| 
ilefforts to bring these costs j

S
own.’
Loffmark said the decision ^ 

ot to approve additional ’ 
ospital spending for the |

;coming year was made about; 
noon Friday. The 
nouncement followed immedi
ately, he said, because “every 

lay that goes by without- 
♦v lfi_JCeducine -their *y- 

, > will Make it more dif
ficult to come within their 
budget for the year ahead."

The minister added 
“Coming events oast their 
shadows before.

“We can expect to see the^ 
same stringent standards to 
bring under control the i

(rising cost of medical care in 
the province. There are limits : 
beyond (which no government 
can go. We have reached that * 
limit in hospitals.

* * *
"We will probably reach the; 

stage very soon where the* 
amount o f money made- 
available by the govemmen 
for medical care will have to? 
be limited."

Loffmark said hospitals 
ithe province have agreed 

------ „.x,,»^NYimntplv $16.000,CJpay approximately $16,000,0001
during the coming year rising!' 

ito $32,000,000 during 1971 forS 
salary increases and added |
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arijuana Legalization Quotes

eau. itlunby op^WithouT" Portfolio Grace®»*1 A concerted attem|)t by ofT 
|H)sition MLAs and a numberMcCarthy, came close to being 
>f Socred backbenchers failed amended and even ruled out of 

p^Vriday to prevent approval of a order, but was sustained by a 34 
[-^ motion b y the Legislature to 17 vote at the insistence of 
[■«censuring Prime Minister Premier Bennett.
^Bprudeau and Health Minister Dudley Little (SC — SkeenaI 
; ^ SJohn Munro for their state-voted along with the New 
Sjjftnents about the possibility of Democrats and Liberals, 
«legalization of marijuana. ‘IRRESPONSIBLE* 
jj The motion, introduced earlier Mrs. McCarthy introduced her 

PBn the session by *Minister motion after Munro was quoted

HBuiy" 'chart
ing an amendment to the ; 

j motion that they did not realize U 
a vote was being taken, and. 
nearly missed voting along with a 
the NDP to have the debate | 
iadjourned. Little voted with the! 
'opposition.
VOTE ON MOTION

i Before Allan Williams v 
|< L —W est Van couver-Howe 
Sound) could introduce his i 

“amendment, Ernest Hall \ 
I (NDP—Surrey) called for a vote ? 
^on the motion itself, saying ‘‘I 
|think that no purpose will be 
$ served by continuing the de- 

bate."
| McGeer tried to have the! 
amendment introduced by| 
arguing that Hall's motion to| 

> call the vote was out of order]? 
j: but he was unsuccessful. The| 
Ij final decision was taken and the| 
: , motion passed.

The whole

j January 29 in newspapers as] 
f| saying that "if we find that a 
| significant minority of Canadians 
( people smoke marijuana we j 
; would be totally irresponsible if 
; we didn’t legalize it.”
I The statement regarding the ' 
j possibility of legalization 
j allegedly made by the prime 
j minister was not spelled out.
1 Speaker William Murray ap- 
d peered to be about to rule t he 
9 motion out of order,

mm

j

after he 
was told that Munro had later 

! denied the statement on more 
[than one occasion.

MUNRO’S QUOTE 
Liberal leader Pat McGeer 

| said that "Munro telegraphed 
]me personally” to say he was 
incorrectly quoted.
] But Premier Bennett, who did 
j not take part directly in the 
debate, repeatedly said "he

mm

which]debate,
lasted approximately an hour] 
and 20 minutes, ate up the only, 
time alloted during the session | 
for business introduced by 
private members.
DEAD MOTIONS ,

Among motions that died onr 
the order paper :
• To reinvest the legislative! 

committee on education and: 
welfare with the power to 
investigate drug use.
• To form a new legislative] 

committee to review legislative;

Ernie LeCours (SC 
! Richmond) also said he had 
I heard . Munro deny the state
ment during a radio program 
but he voted with the govern
ment.

j‘CHEAP POLITICS* 
j Opposition leader David

support the' motion because 
"this is a motion made to 
condemn a federal minister.” 
He said he wanted to make it 
clear that he is not in favor of 

5 legalization of marijuana.
He called Mrs. McCarthy’s 

action "nothing but a political 
move. It’s just playing cheap 
politics.”

I Instead of slapping the wrists 
I of the federal government, the 
JB.C. government ought to be 
I slapping the wrists of the 
["Mafia” for its connection with

• To require the government! 
to make public all its cor-; 
vosponrence with the federal j 
government on Indian polvcy. ]
• To protest nuclear testing: 

on Amchitka Island.
• To disallow' any offshore 

oil drilling in the Straits of 
Georgia.

• To form a legislative 
committee to investigate the 
collapse of* the Commonwealth 
Trust Company.

• To make the Legislature a 
conciliator in the Pacific Press 
shutdown labor dispute at Van-

"immaterial” whether or not 
Munro made the statement, 
Murray said it was of ‘Con
siderable moment.” He added 
that if Munro withdrew it, "then 
I feel the motion is not in

I After an hour of debate, Bob 
[Williams ( NDP—Vancouver 
[East) suddenly moved ad
journment of the de batç 
[which, if agreed to, would have 
I allowed the motion to die on the 
■order paper.
B But a roll - call vote kept the 
[debate open. The Liberals

PRIVATE BILLS
The House managed to dis- 

x>se of 13 private members i 
nils, all of which were not I 
accepted, and a further seven 
were not discussed. Two go
vernment bills were allowed to

Included In the private mem-j 
>ers bills were one to ban all] 
tobacco advertising, one t<g 
allow television coverage of ihË 
legislative debates, one to rM 
quire the government m. 

; «recognize private schools. S

mnMLIiranau

■vSMS:

mm
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Royal Assent 
Given 57 Bills

I 970

• M>P walks nul nf House 
In Hansard debate. Page 
37.

• Trudeau. Munro censured 
despite uppusitinn. Page 37.

The first session of the 29th 
B.C. legislature became 
history Friday when Lieuten- 
an.t-Governor John Nicholson 
prorogued the House after 
giving royal assent to 57 
government bills.

The government's legisla
tive program placed emphasis 
on the so-called disadvantaged 
section of society in the prov
ince — those finding it difficult 
to. purchase their own homes, • 
who arc forced to rent accom
modation. v i c t i m s of un
scrupulous selling practices, 
unpaid workers and those in 
correctional institutions.

The. New Democratic and 
Liberal opposition

the House concentrated their 
attacks on the government in 
the fields of pollution control.

making patronage appoint
ments of known Socreds to 
the Provincial Alliance of 
Businessmen, which is de
signed to find jobs for hard
core unemployed, and 
criticized Gaglardi’s claims 
there are "deadbeats’* on the 
welfare rolls.

* * *
Government legislation ap

proved this session included :
• New aid to purchasers 

of older homes in the form of
charging the government witlm outright $500 grants or a
failure to enfor

They attacked the 
Credit administration 
policies, particularly 
ference to the moribum 
development of Cypress Bow 
near West Vancouver. The| 
opposition said the new Lam 
Ad doesn’t go far enough ini 
protecting crown lands from] 
falling under foreign owner-

The opposition criticized the] 
government for its handling 
ol the Commonwealth Trust 
affair where they said many; 
investors lost their life sav-g 
lugs because authorities were! 
negligent.

They also charged Welfare 
Minister Philip C.aglardi

!,500 second mortgage.
The per capita grant to 

Social;j municipalities was increased

•Hare ”cwTtllre!
bill

. a

m

J land| $2 to $30 to help meet the 
increased local cost of wel
fare services.
• Unsolicited distribution 

1 of credit cards and goods will
be discouraged by removing, 
the obligation of an individual 
to accept such goods or 
credit.
• T e n a ncy agreements 

Were placed under general 
{contract laws, removing 
I many of the landlords’ powers 
such as distress for rent, 
requiring that three months 
notice be given for rent 
increases and the freezing of 
rents in the province until the 
bill comes into effect.
• The age of majority is 

also to be lowered from 21 to 
19 for all purposes including 
ithe right to enter marriages 
and other contracts and to 
drink liquor.
• It is now at the right of 

any arrested person to make 
at least one phone call within 
the first 12 hours following his 
arrest.
• Laws dealing with the 

corrections service were also 
reformed to broaden parole 
and probation opportunities.
• A completely rewritten 

| Land Act establishes that only
Canadian citizens will be able 
to acquire crown land by, 
purchase and gives the gov- 
vemment increased power to 
ernment increased power to 
crown land by squatters.
• New measures in the 

field of pollution control for 
the first time place regulation 
of air pollution under the 
jurisdiction of the Pollution 
Control Board. It also sets 
specific deadlines for in
dustry, municipalities and 
individuals to report to the 
PCB on the location and 
extent of emissions into the 
air or discharges onto land or 
into water in the province.
• The Litter Act requires 

a two-cent refund to be paid 
on all soft drink and beer 
cont ainers and prohibits 
littering and discharge of 
sewage on land or into water 
bodies from trailers, campers 
and boats.
• And amendment to the 

[; Motor Vehicle Act gives th£“
government the power to 

luire at some future date 
it exhaust control devices 
fitted to all new vehicles 

Id in the province.

wmm___
Financing Authority is to 
set up to pool the $6 billion- 
property taxation base of 1 
province’s municipalities i 
unorganized territories a a 
credit for borrowing for 
water, sewer and pollution • 
control and abatement facili
ties.
• The government has 

new powers to place under 
public trusteeship any hospi
tal board or society experience 
ing administrative difficulties 
or failing to pursue proper 1 
nancial procedures.
• A new Motion Pictui 

Act places emphasis < 
classification rather than cen-r' 
sorship of films.
• Amendments to the 

Succession Duty Act exempt- 
family homes from death tax, 
increase exemptions for pen- * 
sions or annuities from $1,200
to $3,000 a year and exempt 
from taxation 10 per cent of I 
estates going to charities.
• The name of the social

. welfare department was
changed to the rehabilitation1 * 
and social improvement de
partment.

• MLAs salaries were - 
increased by $2,000 to $10,000 .

, a year.
During the session the 

Morrow royal commission on 
B.C. drinking laws presented . 
its report recommending 
liberalization of drinking 
practices including Sunday 
drinking with meals, extended j 
hours of sale, neighborhood • 
pubs, fewer restrictions on 
drinking in public places, and 
establishment of a three- 
member liquor board.

Attorney-General Leslie 
Peterson indicated many of 
the recommendations contain
ed in the commission's report , | 
can be implemented by cabi- •; ’ 
net order and therefore do not 
requqire amendments to the 
Government Liquor Act.

★ ★ ★
The legislature’s special 

committee on automobile in
surance recommended estab
lishment of an Automobile 
Insurance Board by the 

. government to review prem
iums now being charged by 
private carriers under the 
provincial compulsory no- 
fault scheme. The committee 
suggested that if present 
premiums aren't realistic in 
relation to the costs of the , , ; 
package the government j 
should move to bring costs , 
into line. ___ *""■Ml

j a 1
m

, •
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Opposition Hard-Hit by Perfectly
Timed Vancouver Situation

There were sounds of Tâughler and applauseoc- 
hind the closed doors of the Social Credit caucus room 
last Thursday afternoon. The occasion was Premier 
Bennett’s end-of-session pep rally and in keeping 
with the rah-rah atmosphere on these occasions hej 
told government members this was the most suc-| 
cessful session in his 18 years as premier.

Was the premier kidding or merely trying to impress! 
new government members who have grown weary alongside!

I’ll say not—when Mr.!

No one, T"suppose, really! 
expected this to be a very 
exciting session, and no one 
was disappointed. It is, after the stick 
all, the first after an election. Bennett a 
With the next confrontation ‘̂ ges^A&re 
the polls still. about threeKBB 
(years away that means it

le greenbelts

years away that means 
time to get a few unpleasant 
tasks squared away for the 
government and regrouping 
time for the opposition.

Mr. Bennett lost no time in 
keeping 
promises.

the veterans during the past 11 weeks' 
Bennett says successful, he means successful. 

After all, wasn’t the oppo- raised social^ 
assistance payments by 55 a 
month, provided new help forjg 
homeowners and prospective^ 
homeowners, threw a bone orsF 
two to local government, andp 
handed out a number of otherjn 
goodies.

shutting down Feb. 15. They 
have been silent throughout 
discussion of estimates and 
debate on major legislation 
which have provided the 
major springboard for opposi
tion criticism this session.

Undoubtedly, the general 
lacklustre behavior of the 
opposition in the latter stages 
of the session has been due to 
a sinking feeling they are just 
not getting through in print to 
the 400,000 daily combined 
circulation of the Sun and the 
Province.

So the NDP, in particular, 
are taking what comfort they 
can from the fact they were 
lucky to come out of this 
session relatively unscathed.

Mr. Barrett, after a shaky | 
start, has emerged as the 
unquestioned choice of the 
NDP 12-member caucus for 
th^ leadership of the party 

&vhich will be decided at 
jjChilliwack in June.
I NDP members who began 

^Bthc session exploding like 
JJfirecrackers in all directions, 
^■according to their individual 
B|nterests and ambitions, now 
Bfthow at least a semblance of 
Jfciscipline. They now obviously 
Hrealize their main task is just 
Kvo keep the party alive after 
HSthe disaster it suffered at the 
^Biands of B.C. voters last 

^■August.

Barrett’s claim to the con
trary almost totally 
ineffective? They faced not 
only an overwhelming gov
ernment majority of 38 in a 

which was55-seat House, 
expected, but also the entirely 
unexpected lack of coverage 
from Vancouver’s two major 
daily newspapers.

With MLAs he was more 
generous, giving them a 26 | 

%er cent pay raise, butj| 
pointing out they hadn’t had ; ! 
an increase for five years.j i 
But I'm still not satisfied the! : 
majority of members are ' 
worth $10,000 a year under!-less nights. Even his worst 

enemies didn’t try to blame 
the government for the shut
down yet he was able to reap 
undoubted benefits from it. 

i The timing of the shutdown, 
from the vlewjioint of the 
government, was just about 
iperfect. The Vancouver 
dailies published all through 
the throne debate and most of

Then the premier turned to 
other legislative tasks which 
needed to be done but which 
are calculated to annoy some 
vested interests and therefore 
are better accomplished when 
an election is somewhere in 
the remote future.

These include a new anti- 
litter law, added protection 
for tenants, powers that allow 
the government to divert up 
to 50 per cent of the 
production of any mine in the 
province to a designated B.C. 
smelter, and a credit pooling 
system to back local govern
ment borrowing.

The five-member Liberal 
group, under the leadership of 
?at McGeer, shows every 
tign of clinging to its role as 
he “next-time” party in the 
Legislature.

There seems to be, how- 
iver, a growing

lords, the mining industry, ! 
and powerful Lower Mainland 
municipal leaders. But it 
doesn't care at this stage, 
confident that by 1973 all will 
be forgotten and it can do 

rpaiizMioii something nice to court the 
bulldnoS-'or of these and other

:ess Tn the next provincial 
‘lection.

Mr. Bennett’s trouble this 
session has been trying to 
hide the power of a huge 
majority behind his govern
ment’s mailed fist. Mr. 
Barrett has exerted control 

individualisticFver his own 
group of NDP members with 
l pretty impressive iron fist 
>f his own. But in his attacks 
>n the government, with rare 

he has worn a‘xceptions, 
velvet glove.

Dr. McGeer once again is 
guiding the Liberals, if that is 
he correct expression, with a 

“ * “ "" velvet

nang onto their property in 
order to create an estate to 
pass down to their family.

So instead of proliferating 
Jbdivisions i f everything j 
orka aa planned, we’ll retain

velvet fist inside a 
{love.

r
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îïl%ûre tRïÿBy JOHN MiffEM
The government’s cutback! 

)ii hospital spending will: 
inversely affect the cares 
îken sick people, the presi-; 
ifit of the B.C. Registered! 
%ses' Association said Sat-!

q I'm not at all sure that we
W _ __ would even need to build any' ^

yk \J I M more acute-care beds in thisK>5j 
v district if we built up all the]

necessary adjuncts, such as 
: ! out-patient, or one-day surg-t'JflH 

e cry, and out-patient care,-3!
B W ^ -B- said Wallace.

[ III “These forms of care aré J3
^ : much cheaper in operation! : M

1 than the urgent acute-care; ^ 
areas and they are cheaper to 

1 establish. They should be
AViJVI established before we build

lIHIIWW 11 more expensive beds.”
^ I Wallace said the minister1#^

I edict can only result in a 
reduction of hospital staffs. !•'

* + -k
"Thi, can only lead to a 

reduction in the atandard ot 
care, and the only losers will,- .. 
be the patients.” he said.

“We shall build up a pootC; «71 
said Saturday. | atmosphere in the hospitals/V

"I’m beginning to wonder • w*th the staff worrying about 
how effective I’ve been as a w^° fired next and
Social Credit backbencher we can>t afford to cut staff ”g: 
when the minister makes the Wallace said that a 30jL ; 
kind of announcement he patient surgery ward in Royal 
made on Friday ” Jubilee has a staff of five for

WaHace said that while hr -3
is shocked and worned about an aide and an ordcrl Alg* 

.the announced cutback m nlght the stalf ,, reduced by ' 
hospital funds, he has no one student nurse, 
intention of leaving the party. ,.you just can.t cut back£g( .

* * * ■ there,” said Wallace.
Wallace said money can be Wallace said the net effect;® 

saved in hospitals in many of Loffmark’s ruling is to trwjsB 
j ways — most of them recom-( jj to enforce wage restraint on a;; 1/ 
mended in a recent federal , particular segment of the»^ 
task force report. | economy — the hospita^^n

If they’re stretched any 
further, the level of care will 
decline and that will harm 
patients, she said.

: She said she feared that one 
result could be the takeover 

! of registered nurses’ duties bj 
less-qualified workers who art 
paid less than registerec 
inurses.
; She said if RNs were noi 
ibeing permitted to get neai 
patients, the standards 01

jth| private sector of the 
leojhomy if it is freezing 
jselfices in the public sector.]
! tealth Minister Ralph Loff-j
iffy
Inerance Service will pay1 
one 70 per cent of the salary 
;in<Sases that recently have] 
jbel awarded hospital em-j_ 
plcees. p If the registered nurse is

1 * * * pjnot more actively involved
I dividual hospitals w i 11; jin the treatment of the pa- 
ihatf: to find the remaining 30- jtient all that can be expected 
pel &nt or cut back, he said.| jin a hospital is “a minimal 

{ I . also said the $175,000,000] level of custodial care,” said 
jtha the B.C. government will! ithe RNABC president. 
dis bute among the provl, tos: Angu* «aiï federal

“There were 160 recom
mendations in that federal 
report on hospitals, many of 
them dealing with econom
ics,” said Wallace, “not one 
of them mentioned the way 
the minister chose.”

Wallace repeated that 
better use of acute-care beds 
could be achieved by moving 
patients out into post-acute 
beds as soon as possible.

I “These types of beds cost 
half as much to build and 
need half the staff to care for 
them,” he said.

restraint] 
ires enunciated by Loff-j 

could have been ex-1 
! because all publics 
[eS now are trying tof 
peir spending.
| is a chronic thing. The] 
^er says he wants no| 
! spending but at the 
time he wants the level 
vices maintained.”

Wood said St. Joseph’^ 
Is will be sharpening 
pencils but a hospital 

1 is a complex thing and] 
lost-cutting would have! 
executed with extreme;

He said hospital stays could 
be cut by building up cheaper 
home-care services.

“If you can reduce a 
hospital stay by just one day, 

that’s $47 a patient,” he said.! 
“Home care is far cheaper) 
and all that many would need; 
by the end of the recover^ 
period.”

He advocated standardiza
tion of hospital equipment] 
with the regional hospitaj 
districts taking over the bulk 
buying of drugs, linens and 
cutlery and operation of a 
central laundry to look after 

I all lncal hospitals. ___ —

[mentioned that hospita 
jyees have received 
f increases recently and 
iggested the time maj 
arrived when more effort] 
wired if those employees 

maintain their level

Angus, interviewee 
!ort Coquitlam, saic 
employees “an 

id as far as they cai





mr P •"hits
VICTORIA — Liberal MLAs 

[disclosed in the legislature Wed
nesday that garbage from Van
couver harbor tour ships is be- 
[ing dumped just outside the 
harbor, polluting beaches in the 
Vancouver area and the Gulf Is
lands.

Liberal MLA Alan Williams 
kWest Vancouver - Howe Sound) 
charged that the Harbor Exodus 
(takes garbage from the Princess 
touring vessels in Vancouver 
harbor and dumps it in Manson

He said the garbage docs not 
sink and demanded to know why 
the provincial Pollution Control 
Board does not stop the prac
tice.

Resources Minister Williston, 
who has responsibility for the 
PCB, said that under the Can
ada Water Act pollution control 
outside the harbor area is a fed
eral responsibility.

This appeared to be in direct 
conflict with the provincial gov
ernment's position that the ex
ploitation of minerals or oil in 

j the Gulf of Georgia is a provin
cial responsibility and not Ot- 

| tawa’s.
The debate arose during dis- 

I cussion to amend the Pollution 
| Control Act which place air pol-

diction of the board. Air poUfl-l 
tion was formerly regulated by] 
the provincial health depart-] 
ment.

Liberal leader McGeer said] 
this bill means that Health Min-I 
istcr Loffmark no longer has the] 
power to regulate the discharge] 
of sewage from pleasure craft in] 
B.C. waters.

‘T can’t see the difference be-| 
tween pleasure craft discharging] 
sewage and a boat loading up] 
with garbage and dumping it] 
just outside the harbor," Mc-| 
Geer said.

During debate on the bill an] 
amendment by Ernie Hall] 
(NDP-Surrcy) to make it an of-] 
fence for pollution control pcr-[ 
mit holders to violate the terms] 
of their permits was defeated 1
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Dr. Wallace said the attractive 
features ofB.C. hospitals Is their 
autonomy “compared to Britain 
where bureaucracy chokes up 
hospitals and cuts off progress/’ 

He criticized what he called 
the sweeping power given to cabi
net In the bill to step Into hos
pital administration and proposed 
In Its place authority to set up 
an examining board, Including at 
least one non-political person, to 
Investigate hospital administra

te matter what party I be
long to now or may belong to 
In the future I will always be 
unhappy about this type of legis
lation - I suggest “that with due 
respect though the section was 
included with good Intentions, In 
all conscience I cannot support 
It,” Dr. Wallace said.

I VICTORIA - A Social Credit 
backbencher voted against asec- 
klon of a government bill which 
kvas described in the legislature 
as a threat against autonomy of 
p.C. hospitals.

Dr. Scott Wallace (Oak Bay) 
bald he is unhappy about a section 
bf a bill amending the Hospi
tal Act empowering the govern- 
tnent to place under public 
trusteeship hospital boards and 
Societies and be In cqntrol of all

Loffmark to acton recommenda
tions of the examining board, 
listed as a step toward any pos
sible public trusteeship of any 
hospital.

He said the Social Credit gov
ernment extends to local areas 
the right to pay, but keeps for 
itself the power “to swoop down 
and destroy all local autonomy.”Alan Williams (Liberal-West 

Vancouver - Howe Sound) said 
there is no obligation under the 
bill, for Health Minister Ralph A number of Socred cabinet! 

ministers were visibly dls-| 
pleased with Dr. Wallace’s state
ments and Socred committee] 
chairman Herb Bruch was more 
than once criticized for trying 
tp. stop, debate on _jhe section.!

lospltal assets.

s>. p U U j

VICTORIA - A Liberal MI.A partment, to back up his accusa
tions..

The letter7"written on March 6 
of this year, acknowledged Serv
ice Corp. International’s take
over of the company.

“I am pleased that after my 
talk with the attorney-general 
he asked you to meet with me 
to discuss the matter of the above 
noted companies,” He an wrote to 
Colthurst.

“I talked with the attorney- 
general in my capacity as solid-1 
tor to the above noted companies I 
and upon the instructions of my I 
clients. My instructions were re-1 
ceived as the result of a state-1 
ment or series of statements,! 
made by H. P. Capozzi, MLA, iql 
the legislative assembly on the] 
nineteenth day of February, j 
1970,” Hean said.

He was referring to remarks 
by Capozzi that a U.S. company 
had purchased mortuaries InB.C. 
and that the service charges 
thereafter had become too high. 
He also referred to later re
marks by Bob Williams (NDP- 
Vancouver East) that “the Mafia

shares valued at 77 cents before! 
offering to the public, which real
ized a capital gain to $3.10 when] 
they went public.
“If these companies wish to! 

conduct their business in B.C.| 
let it be known that we have a| 
proper and responsible way for 
the commitment of the dead that 
does not try the resources of 
those who are survivors. The]

charged in the legislature Thurs
day that U.S. interests are prof
iteering in the cemetery business 
in B.C. with the complicity of 

[Attorney-General les Peterson. 
I Alan Williams (I.. - West Van- 
[couver-Howe Sound) appealed to 
I the government to see that the 
I Public Utilities Commission 
j closely controls the cemetery 
[business in the province.
I He noted that a U.S. firm, 
■Service Corp. International, has 
|taken over the following B.C.un- 

and cemetery firms:dertakinj.
I Forest Fawn Development I.td., 
jnronze Memorials Ltd., Ocean 
[view Development Ltd., Ocean 
[view Abbey (1928)Ltd.,Simmons 
[and McBride,
I mo rial Serv

V/.7 » ü
Forest Lawn Me- 
ces Ltd., Forest 
y Co., Ocean View 
.'o., Mount Pie as

lant Undertaking and Mount Pleas
ant Chapel Ltd.

Williams withdrew, on the or
der of the house chairman, the 
word “complicity” with which 
he referred to the role of Peter- 
Ison in the takeover, substitut
ing the word “co-operation.” 
| But he read to the house a 
[letter from Arnold F. C. Hean, 
[solicitor for the takeover com
pany, to T. G. Bowen-Colthurst,

r\ l/p-nsfor* Ji
i irA n j .■ ■<)} >

I VICTORIA—The Good Life ini 
B.C. is going to get better.

Premier W. A. C. Bennett, dub-l 
bed Cecil B. de Bennett for his I 
production of the film, “Thel 
Good Life," before last year’s! 
[provincial election campaign,! 
fold the legislature Thursday] 
that he is planning a sequel call-] 
|cd “The Better Life.”
| Opposition MLAs said the pro
posed film sounds like another 
[propaganda" production similar 
[to The Good Life.
I Gordon Dowding (NDP Bur-: 
Inaby-Edmonds) suggests that if 
■the premier’s face is featured 
■prominently, the film may be 
Icjassed as obscene.________

;on*sde- Corp,, of Houston. Tex,

\BY » CAMUS
VICTORIA — The 12-member! 

lew Democratic party provincial! 
:aucus has unanimously endors-! 
sd Opposition Leader Dave! 
Barrett In his bid for leadership! 
it the party.

The MLAs decided Friday tol 
recommend to the party's lead-1 
ershlp convention In Chilliwack! 
in June that Barrett, the 39-1 
year-old social worker from! 
Coquitlam, be chosen leader.

Barrett was defeated by 3S| 
Lotes by Tom Berger at lastl 
wear's NDP convention In Van-1 
[couver, but has been de facto 
header of the party since Ber
ger's defeat In the Aug. 27

1 o n
mjnal



The new Landlord and Tenant Act certainly seems well- 
motivated and there were a number of useful amendments up
dating the law regarding property, credit and civil rights. The 
homeowner grant was increased again, and municipalities 
granted an extra $2 per capita to offset loss of money the 
government had previously withdrawn for social services aid.

One of the most curious pieces of legislation was that 
requiring mining procedures to process half of their production 
within the province. There is some question about the effect 
this could have on development and investment, although it 
seems clearly aimed at establishing a long dreamed-of copper 
smelter in B.C.

The $1.1 biHion budget was, by Premier. W. A. C. Bennett’s 
standards, somewhat restrained. It was lean on highways and 
unspectacular on education, though there was an increase for 
universities. (However, the government probably sealed the 
fate of the junior college system by nailing it firmly down to 
local school board and regional control.) It is significant that 
the biggest sum of really new spending should go to the Pacific 
Great Eastern Railway, showing that the government still pre
fers to emphasize economic priorities.

However, it was a pretty good session for Mr. Bennett and 
the government — a pretty tame one for the Opposition. That it 
achieved progress in the social field is undeniable. But with such 
a majority in the legislature, with such a mandate from the 
electorate, how much more could have been accomplished.

The recently-concluded session of the provincial legisla
ture was unusual for its lack of sensational politics and for the 
amount of legislative business accomplished by the government* 
But so it should have been, because the government had just 
received an unusually powerful mandate to conduct business on 
behalf of British Columbia.

Control Act requires a permit FOR pollution, rather than a 
prohibition AGAINST it.

The government was wise to amend the age of majority to 
nineteen, at least bringing some consistency to the rights of 
young British Columbians. The only wonder is that it took the 
advice of a royal commission on liqiior laws to persuade the 
government to do something rather obviously necessary.

The reprfrtof the Morrow Commission was a major social 
document, recommending a host of long overdue reforms in 
liquor laws. It did, however, disappointingly omit a recommen
dation for sale of beer and wine in grocery stores, thus leaving 
the government firmly in control of all liquor business. The 
government itself has not yet moved to implement most of the 
Morrow recommendations, if it ever will, on the assumption 
that most can be handled by regulation rather than legislation. 
Once again it remains for the government to prove its good 
intentions by action.

Another report, this one from the legislative committee on 
automobile insurance, did attempt to straighten out some of the 
more ludicrous aspects of last year’s legislation, especially 
Section 79, which in effect would make all accidents Î250

There was nothing spectacular about the government’s 
program, but It was an attempt at least to catch up with the 
times, albeit in somewhat old-fashioned style.

This was reflected particularly in the government’s 
approach to pollution and liquor reform.

The three major pieces of anti-pollution legislation — tack
ling automobiles, litter and the over-all problem of control — 
are all excellent in principle. Whether they will be so in prac
tice remains to be been. The greatest weakness of any 
anti-pollution law can lie in its enforcement. The government 
has allowed considerable leeway for discretion and delay which 
undermine what seem to be good Intentions. There is no date, 
for example, for proclamation of the law requiring automobiles
to be equipped with anti-pollution devices. The new Pollution deductible and which may now never be proclaimed.

)
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VICTORIA - There were sta
tutes passed and expenditures 
approved In the first session 
of the province's 29th legislature 
to benefit all sections of society 
In B.C.

There was special emphasis 
on measures to Improve the lot 
of disadvantaged groups - the 
poor, unwary consumers, ten
ants, exploited laborers, youth, 
native Indians and Inmates of 
correctional Institutions.

The effect of many measures 
passed, because they are no more 
than expressions of government 
Intent, will not be felt for some 
time. And there Is no guarantee 
that the approved legislation and 
expenditures will live up to ex
pectations.

Premier and Finance Minister 
W. A. C. Bennett's record $1.16 
billion budget provided for a 
seven per cent raise In old age 
pension allowances, an average 
8.5 per cent Increase In allow
ances to welfare recipients and 
dependents, and a raise for civil 
servants In the six to eight per 
cent range.

These Increases are not so 
Impressive beside other mea
sures In the budget — an over
all 14 per cent spending Increase 
for all purposes In 1970-71, and 
a whopping 25 per cent Increase 
In salaries which the MLAs 
awarded themselves - to $10,000 
a session.

Cabinet ministers' salaries 
were raised to $20,000 a year.

The legislature extended to 
| purchasers of older homes a 
l $500 grant or $2,500 second 
mortgage, which Is half the fln- 

I anclal assistance available to 
| those buying new homes.

It Increased the per capita 
I grant to municipalities by $2, 
I to $30 per head, to cover in- 
! creased welfare costs at the local

»evel —■ Increases largely caused 
by the province’s Insistence that 
municipalities pay 20 per cent 
of welfare costs, up from 10 
per cent In 1968.

It extended to workmen in all 
occupations procedures for re
covery of wages owing by em
ployers, but specifically exempt
ed farm laborers and domestic 
servants.

It legislated to discourage the 
distribution of unsolicited goods 
and credit cards by removing 
the obligation of consumers re
ceiving such goods or credit.

It placed tenancy agreements 
under general contract laws, re
moving many of the landlords’ 
powers such as distress for rent, 
requiring that three months 
notice be given for rent Increases 
and freezing all rents in the prov
ince until this legislation comes 
Into effect.

But the House was told that 
some landlords In B.C. seemed 
to know In advance of the pend
ing legislation, pushing up rents 
in anticipation of the freeze, 
and negating the immediate effect 
of the bin.

The House also lowered the age 
of majority In the province from 
21 to 19 years for all purposes, 
including the right to enter mar
riage and other contracts and 
to drink liquor, measures which 
have been urged on the Social 
Credit government by the op
position for many years.

Laws dealing with the Cor
rection Service also were re
formed to give statutory approval 
to broader probation and parole 
opportunities which have been

©5 f@h sa
Opposition MLAs have accused 

the provincial government of de
priving Canadian workers of jobs

by supporting the carrying of 
Kootenay coal over American 
railways to the Roberts Bank 
Superport.

The MLAs opposed a section 
of a government bill which al
lows the B.C, Harbors Board to

practised on an experimental 
basis.

Amendments to municipal 
legislation were passed to facili
tate the incorporation of Indian 
reservations as municipalities, 
which would qualify them for full 
government aid for local serv
ices.

One of the major bills of the 
session was a completely re
written Land Act to ensure that 
only Canadian citizens be given 
title by the government to Crown 
lands, although the opposition In
sisted that the bill did not go 
far enough to ensure this.

The act also allows the govern
ment greater power to crack 
down on hippies and others squat
ting on Crown lands, and sim
plifies procedures for acquiring 
title to Crown lands.

It gives the government great
er powers to investigate the 
background of interests seeking 
to develop Crown land — a meas
ure resulting from the contro
versy over the Cypress Bowl 
development above West Van
couver.

There were new measures in 
the field of pollution control.

Responsibility for regulation 
of air quality was placed under 
the Pollution Control Board. This 
removes air pollution control 
from Health Minister Ralph Loff- 
mark, the minister who has been 
strongest In his determination 
to control pollution.

Specific deadlines were set for 
industry, municipalities and in-* 
dividuals to report to the board 
on the location and extent of 
emission into the air or dis
charges onto land or into water.

A provincial Litter Act, in an 
effort to halt pollution caused 
by non - returnable beverage 
bottles and cans, requires a two- 
cent refund per container to be 
paid by those selling them, and 
prohibits littering on waters and 
land In B.C. and the discharge 
of sewage from trailers, cam
pers and boats.

An amendment to the Motor 
Vehicle Act requires that ex
haust control devices be fitted 
to all new vehicles sold In B.C.,

own and operate a railway sys- though U.S. and Ontario leg- 
tern. The section was passed In islation requires that the devices 
a standing vote of 35 to 15. be built into new cars manufac- 

_ . tured under those jurisdictions.
Bob Williams (NDP-Van East, The legislature setupamunic- 

charged there are memorandums . . ^ .
of vIntent between B.C. Hydro, Jf*1 ” e authority to pool 
builder of the Superport railway, the *6 bllUon Property taxation 
and major railway companies lr base of municipalities and un- 
the area, which the legislation la organized territories as credit
attempting to make legal.

He referred to an appllcatior 
by the Kootenay and Elk Railway 
to carry coal to the Great North
ern Railway south of Natal - 
Michel on the U.S. border for 
shipment through the U.S., to 
the superport.

“This will mean there will not 
be jobs for Canadians at our own 
superport In B.C. - you will 
turn it all over to the Great 
Northern Railway and you will 
allow American trains to go 

| through using American work
ers," he charged.

Attorney-General Les Peter
son said the legislation Is neces
sary to allow the Harbors to 
negotiate with railway companies 
bringing materials to the porl

for borrowing for water, sewer 
and pollution abatement facil

ities. There was no provisl 
for provincial guarantee' of th 
borrowing.

Other major pieces of legis
lation include a new Motion Pic
tures Act placing the emphasis 
on classification rather than cen
sorship of films, and removing 
restrictions on films shown by 
societies or at educational insti
tutions, and amendments to the 
Succession Duty Act, exempting 
family homes from death tax, 
increasing exemptions for pen
sions or annuities from $1,200 
to $3,000 a year, and exempting 
from taxation 10 per cent of 
estate going to charity.

But the succession duty legis
lation also gave retroactive ap
proval to a decision by Bennett 
to tax the Woodward Foundation j 
— preventing the foundation from 
appealing his decision to the 
courts.

Many of the new measures 
passed at the session do not 
come into effect until proclaimed 
by the cabinet at dates yet to 
be set.

Legislation in this category 
includes consumer protection 
amendments, those for more ten
ant rights, the exhaust emission 
requirements for cars, and the 
Land, Age of Majority and Lit
ter Acts.

During the session the Royal 
Commission on liquor presented 
.Its report recommending liber
alization of liquor laws in B.C., 
including Sunday drinking with 
meals, extending hours of sale, 
neighborhood pubs , fewer re
strictions on drinking In public 
places and replacement of 
the one-man liquor board by 
three commissioners.

The Royal Commission report 
was presented in plenty of time 
for Liquor Act amendments this 
session, but none was proposed. 
However, most of the recom
mendations of the Royal Com
mission can be implemented by 
the cabinet without legislative 
approval.

Many MLAs acknowledged that 
the shutdown of Vancouver’s two 
daily newspapers affected their 
performance during the session 
and this may have been the rea
son for what Opposition members 
charged was the arrogance of 
the government in ignoring crit
icism fired at it.

Only the set form speeches of 
. MLAs In the throne and budget 
debates and debate on princi
ples of bills are to be made 
available to the public.
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Already He's 
Mr. Maverick

He Voted

Against 

His Own 

Leaders
Efforts Not All in Vain

oilier Socred backbenchers, 
three Liberals and three 
NDP.

The doctor's concern for the 
problems of the eldefly has 
also brough him in conflict 
with official government 
IJolicy, While bus rates are 
going up. Wallace has thrown 
his support behind the 
attempts of the Silver 
Threads organization to get 
$10 annual passes for those

Bus rates should be reduced 
or the government should he 
prepared to increase the 
subsidy. Wallace said recentl> 
when he was asked to present 
a 5.000-xxord petition to the 
government. The e I d e r I y 
should be encouraged to get 

i round, he

One Day

WALLACE 
an impatient MLA

By VIC PARSONS
Rookie legislators generally don't get a name 

for themselves as maverick politicians, hut novice 
Dr. Scott Wallace I SC—Oak Bay ) is rapidly coming 
to l>e regarded as a man unafraid io vote against

St ici» I Credit party, because 
this party most closely repre
sents the political beliefs 
which I now hold."

But he added that for 
anyone to suggest a politician 
t an agree with everything his 
party states is as ridiculous 
as to suggest that a man can 
agree with everything his 
wife says.

"1 would not remain 
passive to see any new 
progressive policies I might 
offer sacrificed on the aitar of 
party unity.” Wallace 
declared. However, threw in 
a warning to the opposition 
not to take comfort in his 
remarks.

out and move a

Scream Loudest, Longest
i However, most of 
lie casts his lot 

i government 
! Wallace is afr 
■ sometimes his votint 
opposition might 

I interpreted. He made clear 
;his position in his maiden 
speech to the legislature 
earlier in the session.

"I am a supporter of the

rent freeze retroactive to Jan. 
22 the date of the throne 
speech instead of Fob. 25

the dax an amendment to 
the Landlord and Tenant Act 
was introduced into the legis-

The op|K»sition charged that 
a leak had been made Which 
tipped off landlords in the 
Vancouver area that rent 
increases could not be made 
without three months written 
notice Wallace indicated lie 
had received similar com
plaints from people in Oak 
Rax .

The other motion Wallace 
supported was one made by 
X DP leader Daxe Barrett 
calling for mandatory mental 
and physical examinations of 
children sent to training 
schools.

Roth motions xxere voted 
doxvn by the government side.

Whether Wallace, the politi
cal maverick, is on the road 
to a cabinet post a cynic 
might say he will get one just 
to ki'ep him quiet or 
whether he will become an 
isolated, and gradually, -per- 
hans. less energetic back
bencher. remains to he seen.

Whatever t h e case, at 
present t h e self-confessed 
"naive" rookie adds spice to 
the often bland legislator

Although h e xotod for 
Hsecond reading of the amend- 
l|mept to the Hospital Act 
Ejgiving the cabinet power to 
1 appoint a public administrator 
jgjin hospitals having ‘"adminis- 
vfjtrative difficulties.” Wallace 

.Voiced uneasiness at the bill.
The government "might 

sjxvell use the power in a subtle 
fflwnv to take oxer every 
■hospital in the province." 
/jÿ Wallace said though lie 
■added that lie didn't see it as 
tea first Step in that divert inn. 
■ "Tf in future t he govern- 
gmenl proceeds in a manner

with the

Stepped on Several Toes
the Oak Ray

I doctor has stepped on the toes 
of the government on several 
occasions, and there are 
reports that he has lieen 
asked by government mem
bers to tone down his 
remarks.

Wallace made his first 
mark in the house by suggest
ing that the name of the 
Social Credit party should be 
changed to the Social Reform 
party and by urging that the 
hospital coverage rate should 
he raised from $1 to $!’ per

After Premier Bennett 
rejected the suggestion of the 
hospital coverage hike. 
Wallace--during the budget 
debate—asked if he might "be 
so hold as to suggest the 
premier is wrong."

called for greater efforts to 
close the gap of needed 
intermediate hospital care, 
and charged that money was 
being wasted in the way 
hospital beds are being 
utilized.

Wallace took another swipe 
at the government over the 
matter of the Succession Duty 
Act recently passed in the 
legislature.

It would be a tragedy for 
B.C. if charitable gifts to art 
galleries and museums were 
taxed, Wallace said, express
ing fear that much art would 
be sold outside the province 
to raise money to pay taxes.

"I think tliis is an oversight 
on the premier’s part, and I 
hope it will lie amended 
lie fore it gets to second

would have made aotiUfl



GOVERNMENT ACTION DEMANDED

m

Chronic Bed Lack Said Critical
Welfare Minister Phil Gag- 

lardi told the legislature Wed
nesday night he hadn’t heard 
about the impending closure of 
Oak Lodge Private Hospital and 
the crisis it could create for 21 
welfare recipients with nowhere 
to go.

“This has never been brought 
to my attention,” Gaglardi said 
of the case which has been 
widely publicized in Victoria 
newspapers in the past week.

Opposition Leader Dave Bar
rett, speaking slowly, said he 
wasn’t aware whether Gaglardi 
reads the newspapers but sug
gested the minister “find out 
how your department failed to 

i bring this matter to your 
attention.”
*AID UNFAIR

He said it wasn’t “fair” to 
Gaglardi for his department to 
keep from him the “crisis 
situation” facing the 21 welfare 
recipients currently in the Vic
toria hospital which will close 
because of financial problems.

Barrett was joined by Scott 
Wallace (SC—Oak Bay) in an 
appeal for government action to 
solve the specific problem and 
the wider problem of lack of 
nursing home care.

Waiting lists for other Vic- 
j toria nursing homes, some of 
| them also reported threatened 
I With financial problems, mean 
! the welfare recipients have 
1 nowhere to go. Wallace said 90 
'or 60 patients in acute hospital 
beds are awaiting nursing home 
beds in Victoria.

“The welfare department 
should be concerned about 
finding facilities for these 
people,” he said.

Wallace agreed with Barrett 
that the system of requiring 
nursing home patients to use up 
acquired savings before qualify
ing for welfare assistance is 
“most unjust and unreason
able.”

Gaglardi said the question of 
expanded nursing home care is 
a matter for the health depart
ment, not the welfare depart
ment.

The $108 million welfare 
department estimates were 
approved by the legislature at 
11 p.m. after a frayed-temper t 
shouting match over procedure,

. one of the wildest rhubarbs this 
session.

New Democrats claimed 
chairman James Chabot (SC— 
Columbia River) had im
properly shut off debate on a 

ESI vote of $500,000 to the Provin-

S t r a c ban (NDP—Cowichan- 
Malahat) to Premier Bennett 
who was accused by Bob 
Willi ams (NDP—Vancouver 
East) of manipulating the rules 
of the House.
OPPOSITION JOINED

New Democrats and Liberals 
joined forces to vote against the 
expenditure which was approved 
35-15.

Barrett repeated earlier 
charges that the alliance was a 
“political pork barrel” which 
was set up outside the Civil 
Service Commission.

The shouting match, featuring 
Premier Bennett on the Socred 
side against Williams. Strachan, 
Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur- 
naby-Edmonds) and Leo Nim- 
sick (NDP—Kootenay) may 
have been linked to tangles 
during the afternoon sitting.

Industry Minister Waldo Skil
lings had several times refused 
to allow unanimous consent to 
have opposition votes recorded 
in the House journals and the 
NDP retaliated by calling for- 

cial Alliance of Businessmen, i mal divisions on three sections 
the job-finding agency set up by | of bills and then voting with the 
Gaglardi last year. government in favor — a

“You're trying to cover up for | delaying tactic, 
that minister,” shouted Robert j During the welfare debate, i

J
BARRETT 

crisis situation”

B.C. SALES TAX 
3 TIMES LUCKY!

If you buy a new piano, you pay the five per 
i cent provincial sales tax.

Later, if you sell it to someone else, they pay 
! t he five per cent provincial sales tax too.

If they fail to keep up their payments or the 
| deal otherwise falls through and you repossess the 
I piano and decide to keep it for your own use after 
all, guess what?

You pay the five per cent provincial sales tax, 
again.

This was the opposition’s interpretation of an 
amendment to the Social Services Tax Act in the 
legislature Wednesday night and it wasn’t denied 
by the government.

★ ★ ★
Herb Capozzi ( SC — Vancouver Centre) said 

he was “concerned” if that interpretation was 
correct because it didn’t sound like such a good 
idea.

Garde Gardom (L — Vancouver-Point Grey) 
said the provision was not only a bad idea for 
individuals selling household effects but would be a 
tremendous source of confusion in business where 
repossessions are common.

Attorney-General Leslie Peterson said the tax 
applies only to repossessions when the goods are 
subsequently used personally by the person 
repossessing them. If they are re-sold, the new 
purchaser pays the tax.

All the New Democrats and Liberals voted 
against the amendment and all the government 
MLAs voted for it, but some looked puzzled.

Barrett charged that the $94 
million spent on social assist
ance by the government re
flected a waste of money and 

; human resources by the govern- 
jment. The government policy 
was to hand out cheques to 
recipients without any involve
ment in the community, he 
added.

The department operated as a 
bureaucracy in Victoria without 
any concept of local conditions 
and needs, Barrett, a social 
worker, said.

He demanded to know whati 
the plans, philosophy and action 
of the department under Gag
lardi would be.

' Liberal leader Dr. Pat 
jMcGeer said if the experience 
found in Alberta proved to be, 
similar to that in B.C. a total of 
83 per cent of those on welfare 
would be receiving assistance 
because they were physically or 
socially handicapped, or be
cause they were deserted 
mothers or widows.
CHILD CARE

On this basis, the $211,000 that 
Gaglardi said the government 
spent on day care centres to 
look after the children of 
women Who work should be 
increased ten-fold, McGeer said. 
Some groups had approached 
the government for assistance 
in this sphere, he added, but; 
had been turned down.

Alex Macdonald (NDP—Van-1 
couver East) asked that none of ! 
the $94 million in social assist
ance wind up in the hands of a 
.funeral home “combine” owned 
by American interests in Van
couver. He said the interests 
operated a monopoly in Van
couver with a low price of $478.

1

!

!
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Mine Interests
I

Said Pushing 
Panic Button

Mining interests in the province have “pushed 
the panic button" and are looking for the worst in 
the new B.C. Mineral Processing Act, Mines 
Minister Frank Richter said Wednesday.

Richter was commenting on concern expressed 
b> the B.C. and Yukon Chamber of Mines that the I 
new act might jeopardize the export of minerals to ' 
Japan.

The act gives the minister the authority to 
order any producing mine in B.C. to send up to 50 
per cent of its production to a designated smelter.

The chamber said Tuesday that the provision 
would jeopardize development of Lornex Mining 
Corp.’s Highland Valley copper holdings about 125 
miles northeast of Vancouver. They particularly 
referred to sales and financing agreements with 
Japanese interests.

Richter said Wednesday that the mining 
interests in the province knew the government was 
interested in having a smelter in B.C. The 
government was responsible for the protection of 
the public interest, he added, and when the 
companies did not take the initiative to establish a 
smelter, the government did.

He felt that minerals should be processed in 
B.C. “to the maximum" in the light of world 
markets and economic conditions.

The government had encouraged the Japanese 
to come here, Richter added, and several 
companies indicated their interest.

Richter said that he did not think the question 
i of ensuring a supply of ore for any copper smelter 
that might be built in the province was as difficult 

! a matter to overcome as some mining people have 
! indicated.

Legislature 
Pushes 

Bills Through
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NDP BIDS 
TO PLUG 
POLLUTION 
ACTS
LOOPHOLES

Loopholes in the present Pol
lution Control Act allow those 
issued government permits to 
litter beaches and dump waste 
in water, opposition MLAs 
charged Wednesday.

An attempt by Ernest Hall 
(NDP—Surrey) to plug the 
“loophole” was turned down by 
a vote of 35 to 15 with the NDP 
and Liberals supporting his 
amendment to the government’s 
pollution control bill.

Hall wished to have written 
into the act a clause that would

im8$BM8®EeeK^1

give the government authority 
to fine permit-holders who 
break the requirements of pollu
tion control board permits.
DUMP GARBAGE

Hall said there was nothing 
written in the anti-pollution laws 
that stopped permit-holders 
from violating the conditions of 
their permits. It is not now an 
offence to contravene the per
mit, Hall added, calling for 
tougher action against polluters 
by the government.

Liberal 1 e a d e r Dr. Pat

McGeer also said he would like 
to see the government take a 
tough line against permit- 
holders who dump garbage into 
B.C.'s coastal waters.

Though H a 11 ’s amendment 
was defeated, the bill passed 
third reading unanimously.

The bill gives the government 
power to take action to prevent 
air pollution and puts the onus 
to report pollution on the 
polluter. The government 
already has control over land 
and water pollution under pre
viously passed legislation.

Railway Amendment 
Said Costing Jobs

A government move to give 
the B.C. Harbors Board statu
tory power to own railways was 
described in the House Wednes
day as a device to allow ' 
shipment of Fernie coal to 
Roberts Bank superport on U.S. 
rail lines.

“This amendment will allow 
the remaining jobs (from the’ 
Kaiser coal operation) to go to 
the Great Northern Railway 
instead of to Canadian rail 

• workers,” charged Bob Wil
liams (NDP—Vancouver East).

Opposition MLAs asked re
peatedly if the bill, giving the 
harbors board the authority to 
build, own and operate a 
railway, was intended to facili
tate the carrying of coal on the 

•U.S. line to the B.C. port, but 
i received no answer.
SECRET DEALS

They also charged the bill,

K , ec. ' amending the B.C. Harbors 
fe.; Board Act, is being pushed 

{SrJSSg through to “legalize” agree- 
W ments already made in secret 
B by the board which controls, 
r- access to the superport.

Peterson said the harbors! 
board already has been given 

I the authority to run railroads 
• through cabinet order-in-council.

The opposition has pressed for 
x- all-Canadian rail routes for the 

S" Japan-bound coal.
New Democrats and Liberals 

. ifit were outvoted 35-15 on the 
‘ ’amendment.

f LEASES URGED
They were also unsuccessful 5 

k in a 35-16 vote aimed against 
i allowing the government to give - . 
j;, Crown grants of land to mining 
1 companies which require the 
surface rights for their 
| operation.
\i The opposition charged the 
> : government is failing to crack 
Mdown hard enough on promoters 
gjwho use mining claims as a 

►dge to acquire non-competi

live land rights. Land should be 
leased rather than alienated 
permanently for mining pur
poses, New Democrats said.

Fv:.:"
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Hospital Takeover 
Power Approved

Dr. Scott Wallace (SC—Oak Bay) joined with the 
Kjopposition in a vote against giving the minister of- 

health the power to take over any hospital in the prov- 
Huince in the legislature Wednesday, 

jr* “Whatever party I might | *
belong to now or in the future,” j hospital only after a committee 
Wallace said, he could never be of inquiry, including at least one 
happy about bills giving cabinet “non-political” person, had re- 

' ministers such s w e e p i n g| ported on the administrative 
powers, even if they are des-! situation at the hospital in 

' v cribed as unlikely ever to be j question.
S US,l:,.Im .. „ . , AVTONOMY GOOD

v Wallace said the bill, amend
ing the Hospital Act, should be ^ sut*h committees could 

' . rewritten to make clear the bring in a unanimous decision I minister could take over a i tor a takeover, it would be clear 
to the public that a wise : 
decision had been made, Wal-j 
lace said, adding that the 

; autonomy o f local hospital 
boards is one of the good 
features of Canadian hospital 

; administration.
1 Dennis Cocke (NDP—New 
| Westminster) said he feared the 
j bill is aimed' directly at a New .
; Westminister hospital (Royal ' 
Columbian) which has been in 
conflict with the government 
and Allan Williams (L—West 

; Vancouver-Howe Sound) said 
Health Minister Ralph Loffmark 

: had failed to be candid with the 
; House about the purpose of the 

g bill.
It passed 34-17. An NDP 

request that the vote be re
corded in the House journals, 
requiring unanimous consent,?;% 
was denied by Industry Minister 

Waldo Skillings who called out,®
-No.” a
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Kiernan Favors
Underwater 

Park in Strait
By BRUCE YEMEN 
and VIC PARSONS

Recreation Minister Ken Kieman said Thursday 
he is “quite favorably inclined” toward a proposed 
underwater park in the Strait of Georgia.

But he was critical of the ~
federal government for failing 
to approach him directly with 
the proposal instead of pro
moting it through the press.

"Would you add some land 
to an underwater park?" 
asked Dave B rousson 
(L No rth Vancouver-Capi- 
lanoi in reference to a 
suggestion that a few islands 
might be included.

"I'm prepared to sit down 
and discuss it with federal 
ministers at any time.” said 
Kiernan, who was asked by 
MLAs to give his views on oil 
drilling in the straits. He did 
not. reply.

The park proposal, sug
gested by Fisheries Minister 
Jack Davis and reportedly 
gaining a wave of public 
support, was raised by BrouS- 
son during debate on Kier- 
nan’s departmental estimates 
which were approved shortly 
after 10 p.m. after"six hours 
of debate.

During the long debate, 
MLAs rose up to speak on 
everything from tourist facili
ties and hunting licences to 
pollution and nerve gas ship
ments.

Nerve Gas Precautions Urged
Harold Merilees (SC—Van

couver Burrard ) warned the 
government to take precau
tions to prevent accidents 
involving the shipment of 
nerve gas or oil through the 
Gulf of Georgia.

He asked that the govern- 
i ment take steps to co-operate 
Î with Washington State to fight 
i pollution in the Strait of Juan 
1 de Fuca, the Gulf of Georgia 
I and Puget Sound.
I Facilities for tourists in 
I B.C. should be improved.

Herb Capozzi (SC—Vancouver | 
Centre) said. There should be 
grading of accommodation 
and improvement in services.

Alex Macdonald ÎNDP — !l 
Vancouver East) said that 1
pressure was being brought j 
against the recreation and 
conservation department by 
Americans to get special i
privileges for hunting. He ! 
asked that the minister take ! 
precautions to ensure that |
regulations are being kept
and that game be preserved 
for the people of the province.

Action Taken On Hunting Abuse
Kiernan replied that when 

I officials or guides are sus- 
1 pected of wrongdoing, action 
| is taken to prevent abuse of 
the rules.

] He also told Macdonald that 
i although only five per cent of

I the hunting licences are 
issued to non-residents, they 
provide one-third of the direct 

1 revenue from hunting yet 
| take about 7.5 per cent of the 
I kill. The proportion of non- 
| residents getting licences has 
ij remained at about the same 
Ü figure for a decade, 
j Leo Nimsick (NDP—Koote- 
! nay) said the recreation and 
| conservation department was 
I being shortchanged by being 
I allowed only less than one per

cent of the budget. Wilderness 
areas should receive top 
priority and be protected 
against misuse.

Nimsick warned that the 
number of game animals 
taken by hunters in the 
Kootenays since the antlerless 
hunting was brought in is a 
signal the government might 
have to cut back the bag limit 
there.

William Hartley (NDP— 
Yale-Lillooet) said that killing 
off antlerless animals will 
destroy next year’s crop 
b ecause mothers carrying 
calves are being slain.

He advised a committee to 
study wildlife and environ
mental effects on animals.

End of Man in 40 Years
NDP leader Dave Barrett 

referred to the magazine 
Wildlife Review published by 
the department as a 
"rational” publication that 

; publishes articles related to 
conservation and pollution.

He read parts of one copy 
which stated in part that 

l misunderstanding of the en- 
] vironment had led to the 
demise of all other civiliza
tions, and that if the present 
rates of pollution continue it 
would mean the end of man 

: in 40 years.

Barrett wondered if Kier
nan would repudiate state- | 
ments by Municipal Affairs . 
Minister Dan Campbell that 
teachers who made similar ! 
statements to their pupils 
were "unethical.”

The NDP leader also said 
that in 1958 the province had 
about 8.3 million acres of i 
parks, but this figure had 
been reduced to 6.4 million 
acres by 1968. "If you want 
to play a numbers game, you 
look bad.”

$
NDP Caucus Backs 
Barrett for Chief

The New Democratic Party 
caucus today unanimously 
endorsed Opposition Leader 
Dave Barrett in his bid for 
the leadership of the party.

Caucus Chariman Bob Wil- 
1 i a m s (NDP Vancouver 
East) said the endorsement 
by the 12 MLAs was made in 
accordance with the party's 
constitution. The decision will 
he forwarded to the party's 
leadership convention in June 
at Chilliwack where Barrett is 
expected to win the leader
ship.

The 39-y ear-old social 
worker from Coquitlam was 
named house leader of the 
party by the caucus following 
defeat of Tom Berger in the 
Aut. 27 election.

Berger also resigned as

party leader effective as soon 
as the party could elect a new 
leader. Berger had won (he 
leadership at an April. 1969. 
convention, defeating Barrett 
by 36 votes.

Williams was also a con
tender at that convention but 
ran third to Berger and 
Barrett. Former party leader 
Robert Strachan. who had 
previously defeated a Berger 
leadership bid in caucus in 
1967, backed Williams at the 
convention.

With Barrett making 
credible showing as opposition 
leader in his first session, he 
received the support of Wil-j 
liams, Strachan and Alex 
Macdonald, former deputy' 
leader who was also con-j 
sidered a possible candidate.

47 CHEATERS 
HIT WELFARE

A total of 47 persons was convicted of 
defrauding the department of social welfare during 
1969, Welfare Minister Phil Gaglardi reported 
Thursday in answers to written questions on the 
legislative order paper.

The total amount involved was $27,430, he 
replied to Ernest Hall (NDP—Surrey).

•
The question apparently was placed on the 

order paper as Ea result of claims by Gaglardi that 
welfare recipients were “falling like flies” from the 
rolls in a crackdown on cheating following his 
takeover of the department in October.

A total of 63 persons was charged. There were 
47 convictions.

The welfare rolls have numbered about 90,000 
in recent months.
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DEVELOPMENT WHITE PAPER COMING

Minister Freezes Park Deals
A white paper on parks 

development on Vancouver 
Island is being prepared by 
thç provincial government, 
Recreation Minister Ken 
Kiernan said Thursday night.

And until the report is 
completed at an undeter
mined time, no further trades 
of parkland or parkland 
timber rights will be made, 
Kiernan told the legislature.
DEAL CRITICIZED

He was replying to Bob 
Williams (NDP — Vancouver 
East) who had asked if 
Kiernan planned any more 

; trades similar to one last 
September i n which the 
government acquired 576 
acres of parkland at Cape 
Scott on the northern tip of 
Vancouver Island for the 
timber rights to 5,260 acres of 
Strathcona Park.

The deal with a lumber 
company was widely criti
cized at the time but the 
government defended it as the 
most economical and sensible 
means of acquiring the land 
to be included in a proposed 
38,000-acre park at Cape 
Scott.

Kiernan said staff members 
in h\is department are work- 
i n g on “c omprehensive” 
assessment of parks potential 
on the Vancouver Island at 
the present time but gave no 
indication when it might be 
completed.
SKI PARK

Kiernan said a look will be 
taken at the possibility of the 
Cathedral Grove-Mt. Arrow- 
smith areas being made into 
a park as requested by a 7,000- 
signature petition recently, 
but he warned that the costs

of land acquisition in the 
area, near Port Alberni, 
would be high.

Dr. H. R. M c D i a r m i ^ 
(SC—Alberni) said he would 
do all he could to promote a 
park at the site which he said 
offers the best skiing on 
Vancouver Island as well as 
excellent hiking.

McDiarmid also called for a 
ban on motorcycles and other 
unmuffled vehicles on Long 
Beach and also for extra staff 
to clean up garbage and 
empty pit toilets during the 
summer rush.

He said adequate park 
reserves should be established 
at Sproat Lake in readiness 
for the increase in traffic flow 
to Long Reach when the 
Alberni -Tofino road is 
completed.

Frank Ney (SC—Nanaimo) 
said Green Mountain should

Funeral Plans 
Under Attack
American funeral service 

(companies are milking the 
(bereaved of the province with 
(the complicity of the govern- 
Iment and Attorney-General 
jLeslie Peterson, Allan Wil
liams (L—West Vancouver- 

JHowe Sound) said Thursday 
jin the legislature.
| People who are bereaved 
should not be made victims of 
those who profit out of their 
bereavement, Williams said, 
intending that the Public 
Utilities Commission is failing 

its responsibility to see 
that public trust funds are 
being properly used.

Williams said the com
plicity was revealed in 
correspondence between the 
attorney-general’s department 
and legal representatives of 
Vancouver funeral operations 
owned by Service Corporation 
International of Houston. Tex. 
About $2 million of perpetual 
care funds are invested to 
make a profit for share
holders, the MLA added. 
■OPPORTUNITIES’

Investors in the company 
had made from the trust 
funds more than double the 
amount earned from the 
business, with shares increas
ing in value from 77 cents to 
$310 without the companies 
doing “one tap of work.”

He asked that the PUC 
ensure the companies do not 
make more than their proper 
share.

Williams said the com
panies had a slick promo
tional pamphlet out called 
Opportunities in Depth. “It 
should be called Opportunities 

! in Death because that is 
where they are making their

be considered as a park site 
and John Tisdalle (SC— 
Saanich) asked for expansion 
of McDonald Park to serve 
more campers.

The PUC should let it be 
known that there are facilities 
in the pcovince for the 
responsible commitment of 
the dead in a way that does 
not milk the living. Williams 
said.
USELESS

Gordon Dowding ( NDP— 
Burnaby-Edmonds) said the 
PUC had a valuable role in 
the past as a supervisory 
body aver B.C. Hydro, and 
asked that the commission be 
restored to its role.

Liberal Leader Pat McGer 
said the commission is use
less and should be abolished.

The 5534,000 estimate of the 
PUC was passed after about 
a half-hour of discussion.

McDIARMID 
promoting ski park

B.C. Legislature 
Session Ending

GORDON BAY 
CAMPSITE 

OPENS IN JULY
A 67-a ere campsite at 

Gordon Bay on Lake Cow- * 
ichan should be operational t 
by July 1, Recreation Min
ister Ken Kiernan said Thurs
day.

Kiernan made the an
nouncement when replying to 
a question from Robert 
S t rachan (NDP—Cowichan- j 
Malahat). Strachan had asked 

’what plans the government 
had for the development of 
more parks close to Victoria.

Kiernan also said that a 
campsite at Cottonwood 
Creek will be a bigger park in 
the long term but additional 
acreage had yet to be 
acquired, and access prob
lems had to be solved.

The legislative session was 
expected to end later this 
afternoon after mopping up 
resolutions and private mem
bers' bills, the only business 

I left on the order paper 
following more than eight 
hours of sittings Thursday.

Spending estimates for the 
recreation and conservation 
department, the ministers 
without portfolio, the Public 
Utilities Commission and the 
legislature were approved 
Thursday along with third 
reading of five bills.

McGEER TAKES 
PAY RAISE 
-ANYHOW

The vote was 48 to 1 in the 
legislature Thursday night 
when MLAs approved in
creases in their combined 
salary and sessional allow
ances from $8.000 to $10.000.

The lone dissenter was 
Liberal Leader Pat McGeer, 
who has argued that this is an 

| inappropriate time for MLAs 
, to raise their salaries.

McGeer was challenged by 
Socred MLAs to refuse to 
take the salary increase or 

„ give it to charity but he 
in icated he would accept the

The hills included amend
ments to- the Public Schools 
Act, an omnibus bill, and an 
act to establish a municipal 
financing authority to raise 
money through the sale of 
bonds for water, sewerage | 
and pollution control facilities j 
needed by municipalities and 
regional districts.

An act which would have 
regulated the practice of 
hearing-aid dealers and con
sultants introduced by Minis
ter without Portfolio Isabel 
Dawson was not proceeded 
with.

DDT Total Ban 
Seen By Kiernan

Conservation Minister Ken 
Kiernan said Thursday he will 
be "very surprised" if the 
insecticide DDT isn t banned 
totally in B.C. within a year.

"I think we’ve reached a point j I 
where an outright ban is|i 
needed." he told the legislature.

"It's too dangerous to fool a 
laround with." r

Kiernan also said a bill 
'regulating use of snowmobiles I 
and other off-highway vehicles < 
may be placed before the a 
legislature next year. It mights 

.even include regulation ol hell-g 
, copters used in hunting, he said, l 
but there will have to be study j 
of possible conflict with federal 

i -department of transport juris- 
■diction.

:{ v>;.V. ■ .x>-
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WOLFISH RHETORIC 
BITES THAT HAND

The punch line of the legislative 
session was delivered Thursday night 
at the expense of Frank Ne.v (SC — 
Nanaimo).

Speaking during debate on rec
reation and conservation estimates, 
the new MLA started off full-speed 
ahead by boasting that timber wolves 
had once been used as "lapdogs” in 
Nanaimo but lately they were 
dwindling alarmingly.

“Where are the wolves of 
Vancouver Island?" asked the dapper 
real estate man, rhetorically.

“In the real estate business,” 
replied Gordon Dowding (NDP — 
Burnaby-Edmonds) as MLAs burst 
out in laughter.

•
“Quit while you’re behind," 

shouted a heckler to Ney. He 
continued, but quickly changed the 
topic from wolves to cougars.

El

»

Williston-Benguet 

Meeting Incredible'

mam®

By BRICE YEMEN
Opposition Leader Dave 

Barrett today described as 
“incredible" and "un
believable” a meeting which 
may take place Saturday in 
Vancouver between Resources 
Minister Ray Williston and a 
lawyer for Benguet: Corp.

"What power has Benguet 
got to pull a cabinet minister 
over to Vancouver for a 
meeting?" Barrett asked of 
the foreign company whose 
(gambling interests in the 
[Bahamas have led to the

mm
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provincial government stall
ing a proposed development \ 
of recreation facilities in the 
Cypress Bowl area of West] 
Vancouver.

Williston said today he will, 
attend the meeting if he is 
invited. It is understood that 
West Vancouver Mayor Alex 
Forst is also expected to 
attend.
ALLEGED LINKS

The opposition has asked ! 
repeatedly for the govern-1 
ment to say clearly that 
Benguet is unwelcome in B.C. 
because of its gambling con- j 
nections and other alleged | 
links with organized crime,;! 
including bribing of govern-! 
ment officials in the § 
Bahamas.

Benguet look over a R.C.
I company called Alpine Out
door Recreation Resources j 
last fall for SI million in the a 

j controversial ski development:,]
| on leased Crown land.

After a public uproar over ] 
1 the Benguet firm’s reputation|

! and apparent plans for a huge | 
residential subdivision in the!] 
howl. Williston and Premiers 
Bennett announced the | 

I project was being suspended.g 
I AWAITS REPORT

Williston has said in thefi 
I legislature he has had 
i reason so far to change his | 
h view that Benguet is notJ 
1 welcome in the project but If 
a maintained that a report on [j 
I the company had not yet beenH 
j given to him by the attorney-§ 
j general’s department.

He said the promoters of | 
|the Cypress Bowl project [ 
Shave been given until May to I 
garrange acceptable financing 
|hut also said that, as far as g 
|the government is concerned. [ 
f the promoters don’t own any I 
hleases in the Bowl because of | 
plan administrative oversight in jj 

lands department.

'Now Casting 
For Son 

Of Good Life'
/ You’ve heard 

BF(loofl Life."
Now W. A. C. Bennett 

|$| ductions Inc. announce

"The 18

Pro-* 
"The|

i Son of Good life." Read on.
The premier threw the legis- $ 

t. -‘lature into turmoil Thursday j 
night with an announcement F 

wsythat the controversial govern- 
.ment film will have a sequel 

f before the next election.
, He made the disclosure in a|| 

V shouting, arm-waving defence of j :
I the B.C. promotion film which®
F was made at taxpayers’ expense!
1 and shown widely before the g 
\ 1969 election.

"Before the next election. IB 
want to announce there will bc§ 
another one The Better Life’, 
Bennett shouted.

The matter came up during! 
^recreation department. esti-Rl 

mates when Opposition Leader i 
Dave Barrett said the $50.000 
"The Good Life” was made fori! 
political propaganda purposes § 

Ig with the taxpayers' money.
He charged that the govern-] 

ment had cheated the people of ^ 
B.C.

Robert S t r a c h a n (NDP - 
Cowichan-Malahat I suggested i 
(sequel of his own: "The Full! 
Life.” The film would show the!]] 
province as it is, including p 
pollution, welfare and poverty to-j 
depict a balanced view of life, U 
[he said.
I The premier replied that the 
(film had brought "millions of! 
dollars” into B.C. and "created | 
(hundreds and hundreds of jobs.’ 
(The opposition just couldn’t take |* 
■ the election defeat, he added.

El::
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OPPOSITION 
CRITICAL 

OF 'DOLLIES'
The “dollies” of the legisla- ’ 

ture got their salary Thurs
day night, but not before the 1 
opposition gave them a run 
for the money.

The women in question are 
the three government minis
ters without portfolio who are 
often criticized by NDP and 
Liberal MLAs as not earning 
their keep.

The vote for their estimate 
totalling $48,000 sparked a 
division in the house Which 
the government MLAs, rally
ing to the defence of the trio, 
put down 35 to 16.

Dennis Cocke (NDP—New 
1 Westminster) started tiie 

debate on the salary off—and 
finished it—by telling the 
house that the taxpayers of 

: B.C. were picking up the tab 
for three public relations 
people for the. Social Credit 
party.
CUT OFF

Cocke announced that he 
would vote against their salary 
and immediately called for a 
division to take advantage of 
a ruling by the chair Wednes
day in which debate was cut 
off when a division was 
called. The NDP had pro- ! 

i tested the ruling when they 
J wanted to speak longer bn the 

! vote in regard to the Provin- 
! cial Alliance of Businessmen, j

All three ministers—Isabel 
Dawson, Pat Jordan and 
Grace McCarthy—rose to ! 
speak after Cocke, but chair- j 
man Herb Bruch maintained 
the ruling, preventing the j 
women from having their say.

Through the uproar that ; 
ensued, Premier Bennett 
claimed that the opposition 
was trying to stop the “dol
lies” from speaking, while 
opposition MLAs charged the 
ministers Were receiving a 
form of welfare.

Garde G a r d o m (L—Van- 
couver-Point Grey) asked on 
a point of order what one 
would do if he wanted to vote 
for the salary of one of the 
ministers, but not for the 
remuneration of the other Pj

AS WOMEN DO
J However, though they were j 

blocked from speaking on the 
! vote for their salary, they did 

get their word in as women 
usually do.

Mrs. McCarthy later rose 
during debate on salaries for 
MLAs to defend her perform
ance as a minister and 
tangled several times with 
Chairman Herb Bruch (SC— 
Esquimalt) for straying off 
the subject of debate. Opposi
tion MLAs accused her of 
giving the speech she hadn’t 
been able to give earlier.

Mrs. Jordan also rose to 
attack the opposition. Both 
women were greeted by oppo
sition groans, expressions of 
disbelief and general merri
ment.

Mrs. Dawson (was absent 
from the house while the 
other two spoke.



V' SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1970
■■■■■■■el

Some Promising Steps

•A'GOOD DEAL OF THE LEGIS- 
lation passed at the session 

; which prorogued yesterday appears 
I to be of the “sleeper” variety.
; Either it will remain in limbo until 
proclaimed by the government, or it 
is of a nature whose effects will not 
be fully discernible until some time 
in the future. But in keeping with 
Mr. Bennett’s claims that his 
government is — at long last — 
becoming interested in people 
as well as things, there were some 
progressive and valuable measures 
which should result in general 
public approval. Some of them, 
while acceptable, should be viewed 
in the light of preliminary steps 
which will have to be followed by 
further legislation in order to 
achieve the maximum benefit.

In the latter category were the 
amendments to the Pollution Con
trol Act which will restrict back
yard burning, regulate sewage sys
tems and in general tighten up 
control of all sources of pollution. 
The increasing threat to our en
vironment indicates that much 
more will have to be done in this 
field, but British Columbia has at 
least recognized the problem and 

j stepped up the requirements which 
must be met by individuals and 
industries. Allied with these 
measures are the new litter regula
tions, covering disposable con
tainers, garbage in parks, and other 

ft necessary moves.
Reduction of the legal age from 

21 years to 19 may have interesting 
i repercussions. It is difficult to 
predict the extent to which younger 
citizens will use their new powers, 
but the legislation — which will not 
become effective until the govern
ment decrees it—is at least a ges
ture to the times.

The landlord-and-tenant meas
ure, with its required three- 

| month notice of increased rentals, 
i its freeze on increases for the first 

year of occupancy, and other 
i safeguards for tenants will, when 

better condi- 
■
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lions in this field, although the 
Greater Victoria area has escaped 
the excesses seen in some centres

The government’s intentions 
regarding the long-awaited liquor 
recommendations are still unknown. 
Beyond the 19-year age limit for 
drinkers consequent on the new age 
of majority, there were no changes 
during the session. The royal 
commission’s recommendations in
cluded sweeping changes in hours 
and conditions of sale, and made 
special mention of entertainment, 
room service, and neighborhood 
outlets patterned on the traditional 
English pub. The government, has 
power to implement changes by 
means of orders-in-council, but 
remains silent on what it evidently 
regards as an important moral 
issue.

Official recognition of the right 
of arrested persons to make a 
telephone call merely formalized 
what has usually been the practice. 
Film censorship will assume more of 
an advisory function than one of 
deletion. Restrictions on foreign 
ownership of Crown lands, and a 
new ministerial right to require that. 
a percentage of ore from any mine ; 
be smelted within British Columbia, U 
were steps in the right direction.

Much of the legislation, how
ever, awaits proclamation; much of 
it will mean little unless firmly 
implemented. As with parks control, ÎH 
for instance, the whole significance ’ 
depends on the government’s use of 
its powers — and experience has 
shown that there can be a vast 
difference between enactment of 
laws and their proper enforcement.

It was in general a quiet session. 
There could have been much morel 
fireworks and more controversial 
policies. Does this suggest a tiring 
government becoming bogged down ■ 
in the staggering number of new 
political problems presented by the 
growing concern for man’s environ-'. • 
ment and man’s life; or a tiring 
opposition, frustrated by 18 years 
of struggle against a firmly en- - 
trenched political machine; or both” |■nil
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NDP WALKS OUT OF HOUSE

Opposition Protests 
Parliamentary Farce

The opposition finished off the, attitude, the official opposition ’ concept of the divine right toO 
] business part of the 1970 party walked out of the legis- rule. We believe in the right of

the public to be informed."
* ' |»ai i ui uiv isiu pmi}

.J.fi legislative session Friday indig-j lature 
II nant at the "(arcc and mock- POL1TICAL GAME Following the walkout the

Lieutenant-Governor John R .
Outside, Barrett said he j Nicholson arrived to give royal - 

parliament. refused to sit in the chamber assent to the government legis.
As the last business item a ,and uscd as a "pawn in a | lation. The 1970 session ended at . L i

motion by Provincial Secretary : partie played under the 15:30 p.m.

! ery" the Social Credit govern- 
\ ment was allegedly making of

1

ÿ a motion by Provint
Wesley Black to provide for 
recording of the throne and 

‘ budget debates—was concluded, 
à the NDP walked out of the 
I I vh'amber.

i The NDP and Liberals blasted 
the government for not includ- 

||| ing the discussions in committee 
! in the portions that are to be 

. recorded. Only the debates will 
g be available in printed transcript 
5 to the public after the proroga- 
e' / lion of the house.

Government Spent 
$180,000 on Ads

ü

1
largest e.\|ienditurcs were ï| 

the travel industry depart-, :>

• iI

Gov ern m e nt advertising The 
during the period July 1. 19681. bv u„. mau5lry aepari-g™—
to August 31. 1%9. totalled -1Q ly1n . .
nearly $180.000. excluding the menV S4900°; labov- $45-50t,: '
department of industrial de- highways. $35.000: | irov inc i a : 
velopmenet. trade and com- secretary. $11.100 of whichllBI?»

A MOCKERY*
"It is a farce and a mockc

In allow the people of the merer. $10.UK) was for civil service*
province to think they are Special cabinet warrants fv»r j»osition.s: education. $13.200; I 
getting a complete debate." 550,0011 over-expenditure in ad- aruj municipal affairs $10.750 ]
MDP leader Dave Barrett vort*sinK by the industry de- „f which $9.300 was s pente oh a : 
charged. "The real meat of the partment were approved follow- pamphlet "A Home of Your I 

•idebates is being buried and kept *n8 dl(‘ election. Skillings con- Own." 
hidden from the public." firm,>d at ,h<' time that the J

Barrett suggested that the department had placed ads or. .r. -
.^government w-as ashamed to let behalf of other government 

Hjj the i>eoplc of the province know departments. The original 
<a what was said in the house. He advertising budget for the dc- 

™ vharged that the government partment had l>ccn $75,0(K).
had "gone mad with their information was given by.

; H overwhelming majority . . . be- the various government depart- 
S lieved the myth that thev are mt,nt1 in answer to questions 

[.lugged into God . . . and were from ,he opposition al>out the.
„ not being responsible to the amount of government advertis- 

people." ing around the time of the
It was sick and an insult to j provincial election last August.

El the people of B.C. to keep Only the industry department.
secrets from them, he added, headed by minister Waldo Skil- 

V Liberal leader Dr. Patlin8s-, did not answer the 
McGeer said the resolution byjQuestions.
Black was a shame on the Of the $180.000. however,

gy premier, the cabinet ministers j about one-quarter $45,000 
Vi and on the backbenchers. was sl,cnt f°r out province

advertising to... ........attract tourists è
1RANSCR1PT NEEDED from western Canada and the «

; ; Gordon Dowding (NDP—Bur- United States by the. travel 1
liy naby-Edmonds) said a daily industry department.

transcript of proceedings was •; g <• ■"*»:; S
, necessary, and pro|x>sed an . rti 
amendment that all debates and ^5. 
statements in the legislature be 1 
recorded. It was just a mockery 

i to have the formal debates

Hearing Aid 
Bill Delayed 
For Year .

‘ L 1 ‘
. I ;; l-'lI

Bv.-- S -

recorded, he added, because the* 
j really interesting discussions in 88 
I the house were denied to the jÆ 

! Public.
Attorney - General Leslie -i /v 

j Peterson said the amendment ^ j 
i was out of order because H 
I would involve the expenditure of |
: public funds. The NDP chai- 1| 

lenged the ruling of deputy I 
j speaker Herb Bruch but wore |
1 defeated 35 to 15, with the 

[ Liberals supporting the |
[ challenge.

After several other NDP|
I MLAs had charged the govern-1 
j ment with violation of the rights 1 
I of parliament and a dictatorial f

j, ,v -

A bill designed to regulate the 
hearing aid business is being 

l held back for a year to give 
' ample time for the public and ■
> the industry to study it, Minis- p 

ter Without Portfolio Isabel 
Dawson said Friday.

She said in a press release 
that the delay would also enable I 
a study on hearing aids cur- ; 
rently being carried out by the : 
federal consumer affairs de- - 
partment to he considered by 
the provincial government. p 

The bill, which would have set | 
up a government - appointed 
board to set standards, licence 
and police the industry, was 

I introduced in the legislature this | 
session but did not proceed to 

| second reading.

I-v/lS
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Anti-Marijuana Resolution 
Scored as Cheap Politics

.

- •

... ■

The government called it a 
vote against marijuana and 
the opposition called it “cheap 
politics” as MLAs got all 
hung up” on drugs in th 

legislature Thursday.
By a 35-17 vote the govern

ment passed a resolution 
expressing "concern” over 
statements about marijuana 
attributed to federal Health 
Minister John Munro in 
January.

Munro was quoted at the 
time as saying it would be 
■irresponsible to continue out
lawing marijuana if studies 
showed a significant minority 
of Canadians using it.

Minister Without Portfolio 
Grace McCarthy who placed 
the resolution before the 
House said there is too much 
encouragement for drug ex- 
p e r i m entation by young 
people.

Opposition Leader Dave 
Barrett said he wanted to 
make clear he is against the 
use of marijuana but 
described the resolution as 
"cheap politics.”

Liberal Leader Pat McGeer 
; Hold the House Munro had 

.'described the reports of his 
marijuana comments as in- 

. accurate in a telegram to 
‘McGeer shortly after the 
incident and had publicly 
denied this.

Health Minister Ralph Loff- 
jmark, an avowed opponent of 
drugs and alcohol too, said it 
doesn’t matter whether 
Munro said it. the important 
thing is to make clear what 
the legislature thinks about 
drugs.

Speaker William Murray 
interrupted to say it is indeed 

r? important whether Munro 
| said it because the resolution 

was based on statements 
1$;. attributed to him.

. Garde Gardom (L—Van- 
■ rouver-Point Grey) said he 

"admired” Mrs. McCarthy’s 
ilÿ attitude to marijuana but he

SI4. couldn’t accept a resolution 
; based on "third-rate hear-

I «y-"
Ernie LeCours (SC—Rich- 

*r , mundi indicated he agreed 
, J with the opposition but

absented himself from the 
legislature when it came time 
to vote. He was "paired” with 
Barrie Clark (L—North Van- 
couver-Seymour) who missed 
the last three days of the 
session because he is in 
Mexico.

Dudley Little (SC—Skeena) 
voted with the opposition 
against the resolution.

Gordon Dowding (NDP—

hazards of marijuana and 
alcohol.” he said, suggesting 
that if the use of alcohol were 
just now beginning to take 
hold in society instead of 
being a long-standing prac
tice. it should be fought as 
hard as marijuana is being 
fought.

"Young people say to adults 
that if marijuana is bad, why 
don’t you stop drinking alco-

'Slcp Wrists' of Pushers 
Not Federal Minister 

Opposition Tells McCarthy

B u rnaby-Edmonds) warned 
the legislature it would be in 
effect libelling Munro by 
passing a resolution contain
ing statements not proved to 
have been made by the 
federal minister.

Premier Bennett, anxious to 
move the business of the 
House quickly along to a 
conclusion, sat through the 
first part of the debate 
looking interested and occa
sionally banging his desk in 
support of anti-drug state
ments, but later left the 
House as the debate wore on.

Barrett said he agreed with 
Mrs. McCarthy that more 
research must be done into 
the effects of marijuana but 
the lack of provincial govern
ment initiative in such, re
search was proof that the 
resolution was purely politi
cal, he said.

Barrett said it is wrong to 
"slap the wrists” of a federal 
m inister without adequate 
evidence, but even more 
wrong in view of the real 
targets for action — organ
ized crime.

"Corporations like Benguet, 
the Grand Bahama Port 
Authority and the Mafia are 
the ones whose wrists should 
be slapped,” he said, refer
ring generally to the link

hoi? ... We have no answer 
for them,” Loffmark said.

The legislature should make 
clear there is “no room for 
equivocation” on the subject 
of drugs, he said.

Murray Intervened at a few 
intervals to caution members 
against leaving the impres
sion that the resolution was 
worded in such a way as to 
be a condemnation of Munro. 
It was no such thing, he said.

The government appeared 
to be in the process of 
drafting a new resolution 
which might meet unanimous 
approval of the House when 
the New Democrats called for 
a vote on the original resolu
tion to bring the debate to a 
close.

Mrs. McCarthy read a 
letter from American tele
vision personality Art Link- 
letter in support of her stand. 
He has been an anti-drug 
campaigner since the death of 
his daughter last year in a 
drug-related incident.________

<■.' y-

As the vote was being I 
taken, Barrett called over to 
the government benches, 
"You’ve slandered a federal 1 
minister.”

Earlier a private member’s I 
bill introduced by Barrett 
calling for the establishment 
of an inquiry board to look 
into the availability of illegal I 
drugs such as heroin, mari- I 
juana and LSD was ruled out I 
of order on the grounds that I 
it would involve the expendi- | 
lure of public funds.

Barrett criticized persons 
who take rigid and extreme 
positions either for or against ! 
the use of drugs, adding that | 
such stances would not result 
in solutions to the drug abuse.
A ' committee could get on 
with the job and end the 
"hysteria” of some poli
ticians, he said.

Attorney-General Leslie 
Peterson said that there was 
no doubt in his mind that the 
drugs should not be legalized. I 
The kind of statements made 
by Barrett hurt, he added. 
Peterson said the problem of j 
illegal drug use was national 
in scope, and the report of the 
federal government’s Le Dain 
Royal Commission should be 
studied before action is taken.

jSBÈlE between organized crime and 9 
K drug-pushers.

Loffmark attacked the use 
| of marijuana, barbiturates, 

■- amphetamines and other 
® drugs as "deadly enemies” of 
“j society and young people in 

] particular.
"My personal view Is that 

there is very little difference 
i between the debllitaUn,
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INCREASINGLY STRONG PERFORMANCE

Barrett Proved
e Leading NDP

FRUITS

*4

j While MLAs on all sides of 
the legislature sat in judgment, 
new NDP house leader Dave 
Barrett had to prove that he 

; was the right man for the job of 
party leader during the 1970 

{session.
j Barrett, unexpectedly placed

I in the role of effective party 
leader following the August 
election, reacted to the pressure 
I by showing any doublera an 
increasingly strong performance 

j toward the end of the ten-week

His stint as parliamentary 
leader of the 12-member NDP 
group has probably made the 
ML A for Coquitlam a shoo-in 
for the top party job in B.C. 
when the New Democrats meet 
at Chilliwack in June to pick a 
replacement for unseated party 
jehieft Tom Berger.

Caucus Unanimous
The fact that the parliamen

tary caucus of the NDP Friday 
[unanimously endorsed Barrett

pertormanct*. and confessed j 
that he still felt the urge to rise 

i and speak on every subject, 
j' And when ffie name-calling 
began, it was often between 
Strachan and Premier Bennett. 
"I’m the lighting rod," Strachan 
said once," Bennett attacks me 

1 as a Pavlovian reaction."
['Î Barrett's relationship to the ■ 
| premier this session has been1 

noticeably more polite.
Strachan, who says he moved 

two seats away from Barrett at
his own insistence, felt thatt hi I Vi as of Friday
hOUSP lpflripr'c tUff/trman................. ' i _____house leader's performance was 
"getting much better . . . He 

!has to handle things on his own 
and get himself outo f prob-

New Man Held Own
( Though Barrett sometimes 
jtook a back seat to other NDP 1 
members on various subjects — < 
for example, to Williams on i 
lands and resources and to [ 
Gordon Dowding on the intricate 1 
question of the West Vancouver |. 
Cypress Bcayl recreational 
project — he usually more than

OF THEIR 

LABORS
Following are some of the 

changes in law approved at 
the 1970 session of the legis
lature. most of them in effect, 

a few 
i t i n g 
by theu

but
mportant ones a w ; 

Jfuture proclamation 
s cabinet :

as their choice for party leader,, held his own.
|is ample proof that the 39-year | j He is best understandable, on
lold social worker has satisfied 
Ithe official opposition MLAs 
Iwith h i s performance this 
session.

Barrett had earlier won the 
[support of two prominent mem
bers of the caucus — Robert 
Williams, MLA for Vancouver 
Fast, and former opposition 

’.leader Robert Strachan. When 
Berger was chosen NDP chief ji 
over Barrett last spring, Wil-| 
liams finished last in the three- 1 
way race for the leadership. ! 
And Strachan was at that time I 

;a Williams supporter.
; Now the other member for i, 
Vancouver East, Alex Mac
donald, himself considered as a 
potential candidate for the party 
leadership, has expressed his 
support for Barrett.

-, With no other challengers to j 
Barrett yet in the contest, the

m2 house leader is far ahead of 
«others who might enter as 

would-be tortoises to the Barrett 
>&•'- hare.

hr • Whether Barrett would be the 
ÿjynext leader of the opposition1 

,/ ; 1 party was not so clear at the 
jgggbeginning of the session.

Gove rnment backbenchers 
l taunted the NDP members with 
queries about the identity of the 
"real leader" of the party, and 
referred to the NDP's "Diefen
baker", likening Strachan to the 
former prime minister and 
Barrett to Robert Stanfield, the 
Nova Scotian national PC 
leader.

| Overcame Ghost-

Barrett has in fact had tq | 
overcome his own ghost of 
sessions-past — the Scots-born 
former leader of the opposition .<! 
who served in that capacity for § 
13 years. But as the 
proceeded, Strachan less and! 
less assumed the role as leader j1 
and Barrett gradually began to 
fill it

Certainly Strachan maintained i

I his role as a well-prepared, I 
vocal MLA and could always be I 
counted on to give a rousing |

human problems. When these 
subjects arise he fires his 
comments with confidence at 
the government benches, perpe- ^ 
trating his brand of humour —| 
sometimes sarcastic, sometimes 
gentle—on them, blasting what 
he considers inefficiency and 
waste of human and monetary 
resources. His remarks are to 
the point, his questions incisive, 
his knowledge and experience 
useful.

Viewed by many government 
MLAs as a ham actor, he 
nevertheless is acquiring an 
ability to a stirring and believ
able performance at times, and 
is improving on those issues 
where he was weak, __

Now, witn a session as party 
leader under his belt, and the 
affirmed support of several 
influential MLAs. Barrett looks 
like the sure choice for the NDP 
leadership.

When he made his opening 
address in the legislature this 
year, Barrett said a reporter ; 
had called his home and asked 
for "the house leader". One of 
his children aswerine the phone 
shut the door," bellows 
George C. Scott. "It’s cold out ;
* Apparently Barrett has come 

a long way since then to be 
recognized as a leader.

• Reduction of the louai 
age for adulthood from il to 
Hi, to come into effect at a

. date to he set by the cabinet, 
probably in a few months. 
The bill will enable lb-year- 

1 olds lo drink alcohol, get 
married without parental con- 

: sent and to exercise llie full 
range of rights of adults.

• Mandatory two cent 
; refunds for drink containers 
| of glass, tin or other materi
als, subject to ministerial ' 
discretion and coming into

• More protection for 
employees seeking unpaid 
wages, giving such debts 
priority over all other debts.
• Broad power for the 

minister of mines to order 
any mine in the province to 
ship up to half of its 
production to a designated 
B.C. processing plant, a 
measure aimed at guarantee
ing a supply of ore for any 
copiier smelter which might 
be built in B.C.
• Changes in the Muni- jf 

cipal Act to facilitate forma
tion of Indian reserves into | 
municipalities.
• Lifting o f the ban : 

against formation of medical
. corporations by doctors.

• Tightening up sale of 
crown land to people with

effort at a later date when. Trior rights because of mining 
$ the bill, the new Litter Act. is c*a'ms by requiring market 

proclaimed. Stricter controls value be paid rather than the 
v>n /lumping of sewage and® traditional $5 an acre, 

i "Hier trash on public property • Incorporation of air
; are also provided. .pollution into the Pollution

• X o w protection for .Control Act and a deadline of 
truants against landlords by ^cc- 31, 1970 for all land and 
putting their relationship on a , w8ter polluters to report 
standard contract basis, thus details of their pollution, With 
removing many special land- a Dec. 31, 1971 deadline for 
lord privilages such as that of la*r polluters.
Hel,",s ,urnilur'' ",r • New powers enabline

the Minister of Health to take 
increases |mcr any hospital in the 

tenaney axemen!,[V„.|nc|, in lhe pub||e

rent. Three-month notice re
quired for rent

and a freeze on rents between 
Fell. •*.■> and the coming into1 
effect of the legislation on 
proclamation hy the cabinet 
at a time yet to be an
nounced.
• Employers’ organiza-

11 ions perilled to be accredited a 
for collective bargaining pur-® 
poses under the Labor Rela-O 
lions Act.

• An overhaul of the 
Land Act preventing foreign 
citizens from Inning crown 
land directly from the go\- 
eminent and git ing new 
power to remove hippies lit - 
ing on crown land.

interest.

• l-staietaxiwemplrms^H 
laised to leave most cstatcsflBj

H;tax-free under a value oJJH 
j-':r $160.000 hut with charitabl^H 

(jfl* estates’ 90 per cent laxablrp •"
Uie «ml j-etiv*-^ /

active denial of appeal to 
organizations declared non- 

I charitable by Premier Ben- 
V nett in the past two years.

• Change of emphasis in 
I the Motion Pictures Act from 
^censorship to classification

... but retention of the censor-.
K (Ship power. Films will con

tinue to be classified as . 
^general, adult (suitable for ,;
Those over 16 years of age) | 
and restricted (18 years or [‘jr3
l°ver>- si
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Melody Lingers 
As Sessions

Song Fades Out
By BRICK VKMKX

The song is over, bul how much of the melody 
| will linger on?

Thai's the question left oxer from the 1970 
F legislative session which ended Friday.

The Social Credit government brought in a 
number of bills xvith a social reform theme in an

F obvious effort to get more in tune with modern
M7l.iv .

The most intense. ilersistcntLThilosophy into the house and
and roughest attacks ol the; make it relevant to the details

came from Bob Wil* politics.
1 lams (N DP Vancouver The traditional issues of 
Kâsll who appeared to come recent years were still there,
into his own as a fighter who with Opposition Leader Dave 
can hurt the government. Barrett perhaps getting the

prize for the most original 
(twist aimed at expressing 
[exasperation with Education 
^Minister Donald Brothers* edu-

*•>.. .. V I societ v.
9 Bul it was a cautious, 

loosely-knit composition with 
a considerable amount of 

-'scope for the government to 
‘ alter the melody by order-in- 
Hcouncil.

'Experimental' Bills
There were "experimental 

hills aimed at controlling 
>>llution caused by littering.

Showing a singular lack of 
trust in the government’s 
ability to guard the public 
interest, Williams launched a 
broad attack on "special cation policy.

38 3 $1.49 Bargain Day
— Barrett tried to r e d u c ejBonnCr O Target Brothers' salary to SI.49 in a

. _______ I variation of the usual non-!
He went a,t” ° Bonner - confidence motion reducing a| 

ney - general Robert Bonnei . minister's salary by SI. ' 
ifor what he saw as a conflict Qut Barrett kept his well-: 
of interest in Bonner’s rela- known sense of humor under 
tionship with liquor and contr0i for the most part 
horse-racing interests during during the session, perhaps in
his time as a minister.

He slugged toe-to-toe with 
Resources Minister Ray Wil*

,„at making adults out of 19- (liston on his relations with the 
|year-olds and at controlling "forest giants,” with people 
if credit card distribution. seeking crown land privileges

There were shifts in "em- -such as in Cypress Bowl, the 
phasis” to less film censor- controversial West Vancouver 

: ship, more humane and pro- recreational development, 
fiductive treatment of prison Williams more than any 

inmates and greater reliance other opposition member
on individuals as the first line symbolized the perennial gap [and dealing was going

i«f defeneç against pollution ^between the government and
was by far the most |the opposition — he just hmong candidates for Bon-

an effort to avoid being 
(labelled by Premier Bennett 
as a “joker.”

Bennett made only sporadic 
stabs at the opposition in a 
session that was clearly a 
time for enjoying the fruits of 
his huge personal victory in 
the Aug. 27 election.

Just how much wheeling

behind the Soered scenes

letrt’s job. when it becomes 
available, is difficult to say.

'Minister of Defence' 3

I

>'V u;

chance against landlords

Wide Impact

1 s
•mm

IKjpular topic (>[ MLAs in all couldn't bring himself to 
parties :accept the measure ol faith.

But there was also a that every government pleads I continuing reluctance to spend for - or simply dcma™’ 6 
money against pollution. , in carrying on so much public |

Perhaps the most certain ' business in secrecy and semi- ,. Attorney-General Leslie ■ ! improvement in social lcgisla- ; secrecy. IjPeterson and Municipal:'
lion was the overhaul in I he _ Affairs Minister Dan Camp-
Landlord and Tenant Act Enjoyed InSllltS bell were playing it cool for 
g.ving tenants a fighting, ^ w

was systematically insulted Vancouver Centre! was again !
. by a battery of catoetffekted as “the minister of : 

ministers and backbenchers. yc[ence“ for his frequent The reduction ol the age ol Hc appeared to enjoy it. attack5 on lhe opposition in 
majority to 19 was a simple oddly enough, it was an-, o( various cabinetbill that could have profound «other Williams whose atari some of whom'
impact on life in British rose highest among the t>ve'| needed his help.
Columbia. member Liberal group. !|

But there was a tendency Allan Williams (D-Westij Welfare Minister Phil uag- 
for government ministers 1,1 , Vancouver - Howe Sound, look-jjardi seemed to have more 
he cautious about their ing distinguished, sounding g than enough to worry about in} 
reforms, to say they "hoped" roasonable, doing his home-’his own department, 
they would work out work, kept the pressure on À

The opposition complained government with a low-i| 
frequently that the govern- ;key styie that made himï 
ment’s legislation was loosely aimost; immune to counter-!] 
drafted, leaving scope for ,attack
ministerial inaction or dis- i ancj Dave Broussonl
cretion or cabinet decision to —North Vancouver-Capi-1 
alter not only the effect of ,ano) scored well throughout! 
legislation but to defeat its ; ,he sessioni with Broussoll
very purpose. loading the battle against|

It was more than legislation proposed flooding of thej 
that could be described as skagjt valley to provide power] 
loose. 1 for Seattle.

Played it Cool
In this post-election session, 

(the MLAs played their politics 
little looser than they will 

s the next election gets 
(closer.

Like hockey players in the 
(early season, the politicians 

often skated around with their

I heads down and eyes on the 
puck instead of on the oppon
ents Nobody got "creamed”1 
Bthis time around.

Led Attack
Garde Gardom (L—Vancool 

|ver-Point Grey) made thej 
rafters rock with his forays! 

jagainst the government’s hand-1 
lling of the Commonwealth! 
Trust collapse in 1968.

Robert Strachan (NDP— I 
Cowichan-Malahait), enjoying! 
his first session in 13 years as! 
an ordinary MLA instead ofl 
las opposition leader, proved! 
that he is able to
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Private Bills Don't Pass
Thirteen of twenty private 

members' bills on the order 
paper of the legislature . were 

I briefly considered Friday by the 
I assembly, and, as usual, none 

•j were passed.
Private bills are generally 

given low priority in the legis
lature and rarely is one ac
cepted by the government.

Seven of the bills were ruled 
out of order, three were ad
journed by government minis
ters at second reading, two 
were defeated, and one was 
withdrawn.
ADJOURNS BILL

AttomcyrGeneral Leslie Peter-, 
son adjourned a bill introduced j 

I by Garde Gardom (Lib.—Van-j. 
couver-Point Grey) that would j 
have made the annual report of j 

• the Inspector of Trust Com- j 
panics available to the legis
lature, rather than just to the ! 
finance minister and the attor-j 
iney-genera-1.

Peterson also adjourned dis
cussion on a bill introduced by 
Gardom that would make the 
Law Reform Commission

answerable to the legislature,weeks was ruled out of order, would raise $18 million a year 
!“rather than just to the attor- The bill was introduced by Leo for the government from an 
iney-general." Nimsick (NDP—Kootenay). undertàxed resource,
j Two separate bills that would; Gardom’s bill that would have 
■ have raised the hourly mini- j given citizens of B.C. the right 
! mum wage for men and women ; to sue the government was also 
to $2 were ruled out of order, j ruled out of order. - 
though the opposition unsuccess- A bill calling for a Sl-a-ton 
fully challenged the speaker's ; royalty on coal shipped from 

! ruling. j B.C. was ruled out of order
i A bill that would have in-1 after Opposition Leader Dave 
j creased the annual holidays for Barrett spoke briefly in support 
, employees from two to three ! of his proposal which he said
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