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Purpose of Transvestia
T h e  c u s t o m s  and a t t i t u d e s  of  our s o c i e t y  w h i l e  r e c o g 

n i z i n g  and a l l o w i n g  g r e a t  f r e e d o m  to t he  f e m a l e  i n  t he  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  s i d e  o f  her  p e r s o n a l i t y  are  
l a r g e l y  b l i n d  to  and r e p r e s s i v e  t o w a r d  t he  m a l e  who  d i s 
c o v e r s  t h e  f e m i n i n e  a s p e c t  of  h i s  t o t a l  s e l f .  F e m i n i n e  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  m a l e  d o e s  no t  i n p l y  s e x u a l  d e v i a t i o n .  
T h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  n e e d s  of  t he  s e x u a l l y  
n o r m a l  i n d i v i d u a l  who  has  d i s c o v e r e d  t he  e x i s t a n c e  of  
hi s  or her  " o t h e r  s i d e "  and s e e k s  to  e x p r e s s  i t .

T R A N S V E S T I A ,  t h e r e f o r e  is p u b l i s h e d  by,  for,  and  
a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  to  p r o v i d e  t h e m  wi t h :

ENTERTAI N ME N T - - E D U C A T I O N - -  EXPRESSION
by m e a n s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  true  e x p e r i e n c e s  
e t c .  I t ’s p u r p o s e  is to  h e l p  i t ’s r e a d e r s  to  p r o m o t e :

U N D E R S T A N D I N G - - A C C E P T A N C E - - P E A C E  OF MI ND
It ' s  p o l i c y  is t o  l i m i t  i t s  s c o p e  of  c o v e r a g e  and i n t e r e s t  
t o  t he  f i e l d  o f  t he  h e t r o s e x u a l  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  W i t h o u t  
c o n d e m n a t i o n  or j u d g e m e n t  of  any ki nd the  f i e l d s  of  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  b o n d a g e ,  p u n i s h m e n t ,  f e t i s h i s m  and  
d o m i n a t i o n  are  l e f t  t o  o t h e r s  to d e v e l o p .

T R A N S V E S T I A  has ,  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  as a 
m e a n s  of  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  i t s  c h o s e n  f i e l d  and to  
a i d ,  by any  m e a n s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t he  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  k n o w 
l e d g e  of  t h e  f i e l d  to f u r t h e r  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  i t  by  
p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  l a w y e r s ,  j u r 
i s t s  and p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

L o n e l i n e s s ,  f e ar  and s e l f  c o n d e m n a t i o n  h a v e  t o o  l o n g  
b e e n  t h e  l o t  of  t he  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  It i s  h o p e d  t ha t  T R A N S 
VES TI A c a n ,  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  and s h a r i n g  wi t h  o t he r s ,  
b r i n g  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and h a p p i n e s s .

ft##«#«**«#*«**##**

"Wh e n  y o u  m a k e  t he  t w o  o n e .  . . a n d  wh e n  y o u  m a k e  t h e  
MALE AND THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE O N E . . . t h e n  
s h a l l  y o u  e n t e r  t he  k i n g d o m "  A " s a y i n g  of  Jesus" f rom  
t h e  " G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  to T h o m a s " .
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M g fioeret

by D e n i s e  ( 5 - B - 7  F P E )

I was  born a f t e r  t he  turn of  t he  c e n t u r y  i n  a s m a l l  
m i d w e s t e r n  t o w n  i n  t h e  Gr e a t  Lakes  R e g i o n .  My f a t h e r  
was  an a t t o r n e y ,  and at  t he  t i m e  t h a t  he  and m o t h e r  
w e r e  m a r r i e d ,  he  was  t w i c e  h e r  a g e .  I had one  b r o t h e r  
t w o  y e a r s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  I.  My f a t h e r  was  no t  a d o m i n 
a n t  m a n  and c o n f i n e d  h i s  a d m o n i t i o n s  to  we c h i l d r e n  
t o  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  " C h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  be  s e e n  and not  
h e a r d " ,  so i t  was  m o t h e r  who  e x e r t e d  t he  g r e a t e s t  i n 
f l u e n c e  on us i n  a l l  t h i n g s .  Mo t h e r  was  Ir i sh,  and  
f a t h e r  was  of  a Germ a n - I t a l i  an e x t r a c t i o n .  We we r e  
r a i s e d  i n  t h e  C a t h o l i c  F a i t h ,  and one  o u t s t a n d i n g  l e s 
s on  I r e m e m b e r  was  to  " r e s p e c t  and o b e y  your  f a t h e r  
and m o t h e r " .

S u n d a y s  w e r e  t h e  days  t h a t  we  l o o k e d  f or war d  to  
v e r y  m u c h .  F a t h e r  w o u l d  t a k e  us for a w a l k  i n t o  t o wn  
to  w a t c h  t he  t r a i n s  c o m e  i n t o  t he  s t a t i o n ,  or t o  l o o k  
i n t o  t he  w i n d o w s  of  t h e  t o y  s t o r e s ,  and p e r h a p s  a w a l k  
i n  t h e  p a r k .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  we  w o u l d  v i s i t  r e l a t i v e s  on 
t h e  w e e k  end  and at  t h a t  t i m e  m o t h e r  w o u l d  a c c o m p a n y  
us .  A b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  I b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a 
p h y s i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  b o y s  and g i r l s .  I c o u l d  
n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  t h i s  h a p p e n e d ,  or wh a t  was  t he  
r e a s o n  for i t .  In t h i s  m a t t e r  my  f a t h e r  was  of  l i t t l e  
or no h e l p .  It  was  my m o t h e r  who  i n f l u e n c e d  our  
l i v e s  by l e t t i n g  my  b r o t h e r ’s h a i r  and m i n e  grow to  
s h o u l d e r  l e n g t h ,  and i t  w a s n ’t u n t i l  we  w e r e  a b o u t  10 
y e a r s  o l d b e f o r e  we w e r e  g i v e n  our f i r s t  b o y i s h  h a i r c u t .
I r e m e m b e r  my  h a i r  was  v e r y  b l a c k  and w a v y  and I 
h a t e d  to h a v e  i t  c u t  o f f .  T h i s  was  my  f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  b e i n g  a T V .  In f a c t  I r e m e m b e r  my  m o t h e r  s a y i n g ,  
" R a p h a e l  I do  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u ,  y o u  s e e m  so s e c r e 
t i v e ,  w h a t  i s  on your  m i n d ? "  Th i s  o n l y  m a d e  me  w o n 
der ,  as I di d n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  m y s e l f .  A l l  t h i s  t i m e  I 
had b e e n  r a i s e d  m u c h  l i k e  a g i r l ,  wh i t h  my  l o n g  ha i r ,  
and t he  t e n d e r n e s s  t h a t  m o t h e r  g a v e  to  us .  I kne w that  
I was  a b o y ,  but  at  t he  s a m e  t i m e  I had a l o n g i n g  to be
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a g i r l ,  and f e e l i n g  a s h a m e d  a b o u t  i t  I c o u l d  n o t  c o n 
f i de  in a n y o n e ,  no t  e v e n  my  m o t h e r .  Mo t h e r  s e e m e d  
so proud of  the  f a c t  she  had t wo  s ons ,  and h o p e d  t h a t  
t he y  wo u l d  be r e a l  m a n n i s h .  I j u s t  c o u l d n ’ t b r i n g  m y 
s e l f  to r e v e a l  my f e e l i n g s  to a n y o n e ,  and I s p e n t  m a n y  
ni ght s  in bed  c r y i n g  o v e r  t h i s .  It was  my  s e c r e t ,  and 
I had; no o ne  to  s har e  i t  w i t h .  P e o p l e  t h o u g h t  I was  a 
gi r l  and t h e r e  we r e  t i m e s  t h a t  I t h o u g h t  m o t h e r  w i s h e d  
I were  a g i r l ,  for she  w o u l d  ask me  i f  I e v e r  w i s h e d  I 
were  a g i r l .  I w o u l d  h a s t e n  to a s s ure  her  t h a t  I did  
not ,  but  I c o u l d  h a r d l y  h o l d  b a c k  t he  t e a r s .  I g u e s s  
thi s  q u e s t i o n  c a m e  to her  m i n d  b e c a u s e  I p l a y e d  wi t h  
the g i r l s  and a v o i d e d  t he  b o y s .

G r a n d m o t h e r  l i v e d  a c r o s s  t he  l a k e  f r om o u r  h o u s e  
t hat  we  m o v e d  to in 1912.  A s p i n s t e r  a unt  c a m e  to  
l i v e  w i t h  us at  t h a t  t i m e .  A b o u t  t w i c e  a w e e k  she  and  
m o t h e r  w o u l d  w a l k  around t he  l a k e  to v i s i t  g r a n d m o t h e r .  
When t h e y  we r e  out  of  s i g h t ,  I w o u l d  put  on her  fur 
c o a t ,  and p o w d e r  my  f a c e ,  l i p s t i c k  was  n o t  used in  
t h o s e  d a y s .  One  day  I did no t  h e a r  t h e m  r e t u r n  and I 
was c a u g h t !  T h a t  was  t he  end  of  my d r e s s i n g ,  but  not  
t he  end of  my d e s i r e s .  T h e r e  was  a n o t h e r  t i m e  w h e n  a 
f r i e n d  of  m o t h e r ’s c a m e  t o  v i s i t  a n o t h e r  a u n t  i n  t o w n .
On her  wa y  b a c k  to  C h i c a g o ,  she  s t o p p e d  at  our h o u s e  
and s p e n t  t he  n i g h t .  It was  a S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  and  
she  and m o t h e r  w e r e  i n  t he  k i t c h e n  p r e p a r i n g  b r e a k f a s t .
I was  a b o u t  e i g h t  y e a r s  o l d at  t h a t  t i m e .  I had  b e e n  
p l a y i n g  in the  yard and c a m e  i n t o  t he  k i t c h e n  to s e e  
i f  b r e a k f a s t  was  r e a d y .  M o t h e r ’s f r i e n d  c a l l e d  m e  to  
h e r .  She  t o o k  my f a c e  b e t w e e n  h e r  h a n d s  and r u n n i n g  
her  f i n g e r s  t h r o u g h  my  l o n g  h a i r  she  s a i d ,  "what b e a u 
t i f u l  h a i r ,  so s h i n y  and b l a c k " .  "y o u  r e a l l y  s h o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  a g i r l ! "  I was  e m b a r r a s s e d  and ran to my  
r oom and c r i e d .  She  h a d ,  so to  s p e a k ,  u n c o v e r e d  my  
s e c r e t .  For t he  n e x t  e i g h t  or n i n e  y e a r s  t h e r e  was  no t  
m u c h  c h a n g e  i n  t he  p a t t e r n  of  my  l i f e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  I 
l e a r n e d  to  use  mo r e  c a u t i o n  w h e n  I d r e s s e d  up.  I had  
l e a r n e d  by now t h a t  I w o u l d  n e v e r  be  c o n t e n t  t o  l e a d  
a t o t a l l y  m a s c u l i n e  l i f e .  I j u s t  had to h a v e  a c e r t a i n  
a m o u n t  of  f e m i n i n i t y  a b o u t  m e  at  a l l  t i m e s .

Now as I l o o k  b a c k  I am sure  t h a t  m o t h e r  was  
a wa r e  of  i t  t o o .  I wi s h  t h a t  I had c o n f i d e d  in her  as
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I am sure  she  w o u l d  h a v e  u n d e r s t o o d .  She  w o u l d  h a v e  
k n o w n  why  i t  was  t h a t  I a l w a y s  l i k e d  to  p l a y  g a m e s  
w i t h  t h e  g i r l s ,  and why  I l a c k e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  b o y ' s  
c l o t h i n g  w h e n  she  w o u l d  t a k e  m e  s h o p p i n g  for c l o t h i n g .
I a l w a y s  l i k e d  to  l o o k  at  t h e  g i r l s  and w o m e n s  c l o t h i n g  
s e c t i o n s  w h e n  m o t h e r  b o u g h t  c l o t h e s  for h e r s e l f .  I 
w o u l d  l o o k  at  a l l  t h e  r i b b o n s ,  l a c e s ,  and r u f f e l s  and I 
k n e w  t h a t  s o m e d a y ,  s o m e  h o w ,  I w o u l d  be  a b l e  to  h a v e  
t h e m  t o o .

When I was  i n  my  t e e n s ,  I was  s e n t  a w a y  to  a 
m i l i t a r y  a c a d e m y  for a f e w  y e a r s .  I did no t  p r o t e s t  
a b o u t  i t ,  as I k n e w  t h a t  m o t h e r  w a n t e d  her  sons  to be  
m e n ,  and so I t o l e r a t e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  p r e t t y  hard l i f e  
at  t h e  a c a d e m y ,  and t he  f e m i n i n e  s i d e  of  my c h a r a c t e r  
s u f f e r e d  w i t h  no a c t i v i t y  at  a l l .  A f t e r  Worl d War I,
I w e n t  t o  work for a f e w  y e a r s  and had t o  g i v e  up a l l  
t h o u g h t s  of  d r e s s i n g ,  but  t he  d e s i r e  was  v e r y  m u c h  
s t i l l  t h e r e .

A f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  my  m o t h e r ,  b r o t h e r  and I m o v 
ed to  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h e r e  for m a n y  y e a r s  my f e m i n i n e  
s i d e  r e m a i n e d  b u r i e d  unde r  t he  b u r d e n s  of  m a k i n g  a 
l i v i n g  and d r e a m i n g  o f  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  f u l l  e x p r e s s i o n  
c o u l d  be a t t a i n e d .  L i f e  w e n t  on i n  a mo r e  or l e s s  u n 
e v e n t f u l  m a n n e r .  I m a d e  f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  to  t he  d o w n 
t o w n  s h o p p i n g  a r e a s ,  i n  t he  e v e n i n g s ,  by m y s e l f ,  wh e n  
I c o u l d  s p e n d  as m u c h  t i m e  as I w i s h e d  l o o k i n g  i n t o  
t h e  shop w i n d o w s ,  a d m i r i n g  t he  l a t e s t  f a s h i o n s ,  or 
j ut t  s c r u t i n i z i n g  s o m e  o f  t he  w o m e n  who  p a s s e d  b y .  I 
was  m o r e  t h a n  c a s u a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t he  w o m e n  and  
c o u l d  a l w a y s  p i c k  out  t h e  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  and f a s h i o n 
a b l y  d r e s s e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Of  c o u r s e  t he  ma n  t h a t  was  
w i t h  t he  w o m a n  at  t h e  t i m e ,  had no i d e a  why  I was  
g a z i n g  at  t he  w o m a n ,  so h e  w o u l d  g i v e  me  a r e s e n t 
f u l  l o o k  and w o u l d  m a k e  m e  s t op l o o k i n g .  O n c e  or 
t w i c e  a w e e k  I w o u l d  a t t e n d  a p u b l i c  d a n c e ,  w h e r e  I 
c o u l d  w a t c h  t h e  l a d i e s  d a n c i n g .  I w o u l d  o b s e r v e  t h e i r  
m a n n e r i s m s  c l o s e l y ,  and a l s o  n o t i c e  how t h e y  d r e s s e d  
and d a n c e d .  I w o u l d  w a n d e r  around t he  d a n c e  h a l l  and 
o n l y  r a r e l y  c o u l d  I g e t  up t he  c o u r a g e  t o  ask o n e  of  
t h e  l a d i e s  for a d a n c e .  I s e e m e d  m o r e  c o n t e n t  to j u s t  
l o o k  and a d m i r e  t h e m .  For a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  I wo r ke d  
i n  a t h e a t r e ,  and t h i s  a d d e d  m u c h  t o  my  s t u d y  o f  f e m a l e
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mannerisms.

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  Worl d War 
II and I was  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d r a f t e d  i n t o  t he  A r my  S i g n a l  
Co r p .  Af t e r  B a s i c  T r a i n i n g  we  w e n t  to a Port  of  E m 
b a r k a t i o n  and w e r e  s e n t  to E n g l a n d ,  and t h e r e  I was  
t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  E i g h t h  Air F o r c e .  It was  d u r i n g  my  
a s s i g n m e n t  to the  ’’Ei g t h  F i g h t e r  C o m m a n d  H e a d q u a r t e r s ” 
t h a t  I m e t  my  w ife -. She  was  a w i d o w  w i t h  t w o  d a u g h 
t er s ,  o ne  e i g h t e e n  and t he  o t h e r  n i n e .  I p e r s u a d e d  her  
i n t o  m a r r i a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  I s e e m e d  t o  r e a l i z e  at  t he  t i m e  
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  n e v e r  wo r k .  It s e e m e d  as t h o u g h  D e n i s e ’s 
c h a r a c t e r  k n e w t h i s  and was  t r y i n g  to  warn  m e .  I o b 
t a i n e d  p e r m i s s i o n  to  l i v e  o f f  t he  b a s e ,  so we  t o o k  an 
a p a r t m e n t  in t h e  C h e l s e a  D i s t r i c t  i n  t he  Lo n d o n  a r e a .
My w i f e  wo r k e d  n i g h t s  i n  an o f f i c e  in a l a r g e  h o t e l ,  and  
c h a n g e d  s h i f t s  o n c e  a w e e k .  When she  wo r k e d  n i g h t s  I 
had t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  to w e a r  her  n i g h t i e s ,  and u n d i e s .
I s t i l l  had a s t r o n g  d e s i r e  to  dres s  i n  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g ,  
and f ound t h a t  m a r r i a g e  was  no t  a c u r e .  Af t e r  t h e  war  
we c a m e  t o  t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I f o u n d  out  t h a t  my  
w i f e  was  no t  r e a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m e  and had us e d  me  
as a m e a n s  of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to g e t  to t he  U n i t e s  S t a t e s .  
We we r e  d i v o r c e d ,  as she  w a n t e d ,  and whe  i s  now r e 
m a r r i e d .  Of  c o u r s e  she  n e v e r  k n e w of  my  t r a n s v e s t i s m ,  
and t he  d i v o r c e  had n o t h i n g  to  do w i t h  t h a t .  A f t e r  t h e  
d i v o r c e  I w e n t  to l i v e  w i t h  my  m o t h e r  and b r o t h e r ,  and  
f e l l  i n t o  a p a t t e r n  m u c h  t he  s a m e  as pr i o r  to t he  wa r .
In 1962 my b r o t h e r  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  my  m o t h e r  b e i n g  g o n e  
t o o ,  so t h i s  l e f t  me  a l o n e .

Now t h a t  I was  a l o n e ,  my  t r a n s v e s t i t e  t e n d e n c i e s  
i n c r e a s e d .  I w e n t  to t he  d o c t o r  who  a t t e n d e d  my  m o 
t he r ,  and t o l d  h i m  a l l  a b o u t  m y s e l f .  He a d v i s e d  me  
t h a t  i n - a s - m u c h  as I p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  n e v e r  g i v e  i t  up,  
t h a t  i t  w o u l d  be  m u c h  b e t t e r  to  i n d u l g e ,  and l e a r n  to  
l i v e  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  and no t  try to s urpres s  m y  d e s i r e s .  
Ma n y  t i m e s  s i n c e ,  I h a v e  f e l t  t h a t  w h a t  h e  s a i d  m a d e  
a g r e a t  d e a l  of  s e n s e .  Wi th t hi s  in m i n d ,  I h a v e  s p e n t  
the  p a s t  f e w y e a r s  g a t h e r i n g  t o g e t h e r  an a c c e p t a b l e  
w a r d r o b e ,  t h r e e  v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  w i g s ,  and o t h e r  c l o t h 
i n g  and a c c e s o r i e s  t h a t  are  n e c e s s a r y  for a p e r f e c t  and  
c o m p l e t e  w a r d r o b e .  I h a v e  had q u i t e  a f e w  d r e s s e s  and  
s u i t s  c r e a t e d  for me  by John A a r o n .  I d o n ’t h a v e  to  
t e l l  a n o t h e r  t r a n s v e s t i t e  a b o u t  t he  f e e l i n g  one  g e t s



w e a r i n g  a dres s  or g o w n  t h a t  f i t s  p e r f e c t l y .  Th e  y e a r  
a f t e r  my  b r o t h e r  p a s s e d  a w a y ,  I s p e n t  a r r a n g i n g  t he  
h o u s e .  One  of  t he  b e d r o o m s  has  b e e n  c o n v e r t e d  for  
D e n i s e ' s  use  a l o n e .  N o t h i n g  m a s c u l i n e  is a l l o w e d  in  
t h i s  r o o m .  T h e  o t h e r  b e d r o o m  is u s e d  for my m a l e  
s e l f .  A f e w  w e e k s  a g o  I c o n v e r t e d  t he  b a t h r o o m  and  
put  i n  a p u l l m a n  t y p e  was h  b a s i n  and a l a r g e r  mi rror  
T h i s  a l l o w s  m o r e  r o o m for c o s m e t i c s ,  e t c . ,  and the  
w e l l - l i g h t e d  and l a r g e r  mi r r or  d o e s  w o n d e r s  for me  when 
I put  on my  m a k e - u p .

T i m e  b e i n g  my  own no w,  and not  h a v i n g  to  m a k e  
e x c u s e s  for my  a c t i o n s ,  I do as I p l e a s e .  I h a v e  not  
m e t  a TV y e t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  try to  f i nd  m a g a z i n e s ,  b o o k s  
or o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  T r a n s v e s t i s m .  For m a n y  y e a r s  
t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  to  be f o und  on th i s  s u b j e c t  e x c e p t  
t h e  v e r y  o l d  c o p i e s  o f  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  D ’Eon,  and a f e w  
o t h e r s  l i k e  t h a t .  I s u p p o s e  t h a t  I was  no d i f f e r e n t  
t h a n  o t h e r  Tv s ,  and I r e ad  t h e m  a h u n d r e d  t i m e s  o v e r .
I s o u g h t  out  t he  b o o k s  i n  t he  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s ,  and in  
m a n y  b o o k  s t o r e s ,  but  c o u l d  n o t  s e e m  to f i nd  c o n s o l 
a t i o n  t h e r e .  One  day  I c a m e  a c r o s s  s o m e  " pa pe r  
b a c k "  b o o k s  p u b l i s h e d  on t he  East  C o a s t .  T h e y  we r e  
of  a f l a m b o y a n t  and s o m e w h a t  p a t h e t i c  t y p e .  O c 
c a s i o n a l l y  o n e  of  t h e  s e n s a t i o n a l  m a g a z i n e s  w o u l d  h a v e  
an a r t i c l e  and s o m e  p i c t u r e s  a b o u t  a " f e m a l e  i m p e r 
s o n a t o r "  or one  o f  t he  " C h r i s t i n e "  t y p e  of  s t o r i e s .  I 
w o u l d  buy t h e s e ,  n e e d l e s s  to s ay ,  but  s o m e h o w  t h e y  
a l l  we r e  w a n t i n g  for s o m e t h i n g  and l e f t  a v o i d  i n  m e ,  
so I k e p t  on l o o k i n g .  One day  a new m a g a z i n e  a p 
p e a r e d  on t h e  s h e l v e s  of  a m a g a z i n e  s t o r e  I w e n t  to  
o f t e n .  T h e  n a m e  of  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  was  " T RANS VESTI  A" 
and I p u r c h a s e d  i t  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  I had to
p a y  an e n f l a t e d  p r i c e  for i t .  I c o u l d  not  w a i t  t o  g e t
h o m e  and r e a d  i t ,  and w h e n  I f i n a l l y  f i n i s h e d  r e a d i n g
i t  I f o und  t h a t  I was  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  i t  and was  sure
t h a t  i t  was  w h a t  I had b e e n  l o o k i n g  for a l l  t h e s e  
y e a r s .  I f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i s h e r ' s  n a m e  and a ddr e s s  
had b e e n  o b l i t e r a t e d  w i t h  a g r e a s y  c r a y o n .  I s c r a p e d  
o f f  m o s t  of  t he  c r a y o n  and h e l d  i t  up c l o s e  to  a l i g h t  
b u l b ,  and i n  t h i s  wa y  I was  a b l e  to r e ad  t he  n a m e  and 
a d d r e s s  c l e a r  e n o u g h  t o  l e a r n  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I n e e d e d .
I w r o t e  to  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and a s k e d  for a l l  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  I c o u l d  g e t  on t he  m a g a z i n e .  S o o n
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a f t e r  t h a t  I was  on t he  m a i l i n g  l i s t  for e v e r y t h i n g  o b 
t a i n a b l e  and f i n a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  I was  r e w a r d e d  for a l l  
the  e f f o r t s  I had put  f or t h  a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s .

I t h o u g h t  I had r e a c h e d  as h i g h  as any  TV c o u l d  
h o p e  to r e a c h  w h e n  I f o u n d  a m a g a z i n e  j u s t  for  u s ,  but 
I was  to  be  s u r p r i s e d  f u r t h e r .  I was  i n v i t e d  to  a t t e n d  
a pa r t y  or m e e t i n g  of  s e v e r a l  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  t h a t  w e r e  
b e i n g  g a t h e r e d  t o g e t h e r  for t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y .  
Thi s  was  a l l  b e i n g  a r r a n g e d  by V i r g i n i a ,  and I f e l t  
proud to be  one  o f  t he  f i r s t  to  a t t e n d  s uc h  a m e e t i n g .
We we r e  to  we a r  our r e g u l a r  m a l e  a t t i r e  but  t o  a l s o  
br i ng  a p a i r  of  h e e l s  w i t h  us .  At t he  m e e t i n g  we  wo r e  
the  h e e l s  t o  s how e a c h  o t h e r  our t rue  f e e l i n g s .  It was  
w o n d e r f u l  to  be a b l e  t o  m e e t  o t h e r s  l i k e  m y s e l f ,  and I 
s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h a t  d a y  w h e n  we  a l l  m e t .  As y o u  
know,  t h i s  was  t he  s t a r t  o f  ’’Ho s e  and H e e l s ” w h i c h  
l a t e r  gr e w l a r g e r  and l a r g e r  u n t i l  now we  know i t  as 
the F . P . E .  T o  s how w h a t  l i t t l e  we  k n o w of  o n e  a n o t h e r  
I was  a p p r o a c h e d  by a m a n  t h a t  I had k n o w n  for t w e n t y  
y e a r s  at  one  of  t h e  m e e t i n g s .  At  t h a t  t i m e  we k n e w  
e a c h  o t he r  c a s u a l l y ,  but  now we  are  v e r y  g o o d  f r i e n d s .  
N e i t h e r  of  us was  a w a r e  t h a t  we  w e r e  TVs  and n e v e r  
had the  c h a n c e  to e x p r e s s  our f e m i n i n e  s i d e s .  We 
v i s i t  e a c h  o t h e r  o f t e n ,  and o f  c o u r s e  we dres s  as a l l  
w o m e n  do for t he  o c c a s i o n .  I f e e l  t h a t  m o d e r a t i o n  i n  
dress  and d e p o r t m e n t  i s  t h e  b e s t  p o l i c y .  I h a v e  e a t e n  
in t he  f i n e s t  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  g o n e  to  m o v i e s ,  e t c . ,  and  
t h i s  w o u l d  no t  be  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t he  pr o pe r  a p p e a r 
a n c e .

In c l o s i n g  I wi s h  to  s ay  t h a t  i t  was  my  g o o d  f o r 
t une  to m e e t  V i r g i n i a  and to  s u b s c r i b e  to  T r a n s v e s t i a .
I h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to a c h i e v e  a l l  t he  t h i n g s  t h a t  I h a v e  
l i v e d  ove r  f i f t y - f i v e  y e a r s  f o r .  V i r g i n i a ,  I know y o u  
h a v e  m a d e  one  t r a n s v e s t i t e  v e r y  h a p p y ,  and I am sure  
t h e r e  are  m a n y  o t h e r s .  T o  a l l  o t h e r  TVs  I s ay ,  " L i v e  
i t  in m o d e r a t i o n  g i r l s ,  and e n j o y  i t ,  to  t h e  f u l l e s t ” . 
Now y o u  k n o w ------- ” MY SECRET".
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TV in Distress
by L u c ie n n e  ( 3 0 - L - 2  F P E )

T h e  i n v a s i o n  of  A f r i c a  was  o v e r  and our b a s e  had  
s e t t l e d  d o wn  to t he  r o u t i n e  j ob o f  e s c o r t i n g  c o n v o y s  and 
c h a s i n g  s u b m a r i n e s .  T h e  e n e m y  wh o  had f o u g h t  us on 
t h e  A f r i c a n  b e a c h e s  w e r e  now our a l l i e s ,  so o n l y  t he  
G e r m a n s  r e m a i n e d  t he  o b j e c t  of  t he  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s .

S o c i a l l y ,  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  o f f i c e r  g e n e r a t e d  h i s  
own f r i e n d s h i p s  b o t h  on and o f f  t he  b a s e .  T h e  t wo  p e r 
sons  i - n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  t rue  s t ory  s h a l l  be  c a l l e d  B i l l i e  
and Lee  b e c a u s e  n a m e s  are no t  i m p o r t a n t .

B i l l i e  and Lee  had  b e c o m e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  thru  
w o r k i n g  i n  t he  s a m e  d e p a r t m e n t  and g o i n g  a s h o r e  t o 
g e t h e r ,  in f a c t  for  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  t h e y  had b e e n  g o i n g  
t o  d i n n e r  one  n i g h t  a w e e k  at  t he  h o m e  of  a Fr e n c h  
f a m i l y  wh o  l o v e d  A m e r i c a n s .

L e e ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n v e r s e  i n  S p a n i s h  had m a d e  a 
h i t  w i t h  t h e  f a t h e r  of  t h e  f a m i l y  b e c a u s e  he  had b e e n  
t h e  f i r s t  A m e r i c a n  O f f i c e r  he  had b e e n  a b l e  to  u n d e r 
s t a n d .

B i l l i e ,  t he  N a v a l  O f f i c e r  a b o u t  wh o m t h i s  a r t i c l e  
i s  w r i t t e n  was  a v e r y  c o m p e t a n t  a g g r e s s i v e  p e r s o n  r e 
s p e c t e d  by a l l  for h i s  a b i l i t i e s  as an o f f i c e r  and a t h 
l e t e .  A c t u a l l y  B i l l y  was  t he  p i t c h e r  and Lee  t he  c a t 
c h e r  on t he  o f f i c e r s  b a s e b a l l  t e a m .  B i l l i e  was  5*7",  
w e i g h t i n g  a b o u t  140 p o u n d s ,  c o a l  b l a c k  ha i r  and e y e s  
and wi t h  f e a t u r e s  m u c h  to  p r e t t y  for a m a n .  Hi s  b o d y  
a c t u a l l y  g r e w no h a i r  and he s h a v e d  now and t h e n  m o s t 
ly to c o n v i n c e  h i m s e l f  and o t h e r s  t h e r e m i g h t  be  s o m e  
f u z z  t h e r e .

One  n i g h t ,  at  one  o f  t h e s e  f a m i l y  d i n n e r s ,  B i l l i e  
p r o c e e d e d  to g e t  drunk on t h e  b r a n d y ,  w i n e  and c o g n a x  
s e r v e d  b e f o r e ,  w i t h  and a f t e r  t he  m e a l .  T h e  f i r s t  v i s 
i b l e  s i g n  o f  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  was  t h a t  he  b e c a m e  v e r y  q u 
i e t  and s a t  a l o n e  i n  a c o r n e r .  S h o r t l y  he  b e g a n  c r y i n g  
and s o o n  he  was  i n  t he  t h r o e s  o f  a v i o l e n t  c r y i n g  j a g .  
N o t h i n g  a n y o n e  s a i d  or did had any  e f f e c t  e x c e p t  to
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m a k e  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  w o r s e .  F i n a l l y  he  e x c u s e d  h i m s e l f  
and w e n t  to  t he  b a t h r o o m  l e a v i n g  a r o o m f u l l  o f  p e r 
p l e x e d  f r i e n d s  b e h i n d .  Lee  was  j u s t  as b e w i l d e r e d  as 
t he  o t he r s  as he  k n e w  no m o r e  t ha n  t h e y  di d a b o u t  
B i l l i e s  p r o b l e m s .

Q u i t e  s o m e  t i m e  l a t e r  w h e n  t h e  p a r t y  had  m o r e  
or l e s s  r e t u r n e d  to  n o r m a l ,  out  c a m e  B i l l i e ,  f u l l y  a t 
t i r e d  f r om h e a d  t o  p r e t t y  h i g h  h e e l e d  t o e  in t h e  d a u g h 
ters  c l o t h e s .  A g a i n  e v e r y o n e  was  c o m p l e t e l y  t a k e n  by  
s ur pr i s e  as B i l l i e  was  now a v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  w o m a n .
Poor  L e e ,  a TV,  p r a c t i c a l l y  d r o p p e d  h i s  f a l s e  t e e t h ,  
as y o u  c a n  w e l l  i m a g i n e ,  he  was  l e f t  s p e e c h l e s s .  A 
q u i c k  g l a n c e ,  t o l d  Lee  t h a t  B i l l i e  was  an e x p e r t .  Hi s  
e v e r y  m o v e m e n t  was  n a t u r a l l y  f e m i n i n e .  T h e  v o i c e ,  
t he  g r a c e  and p o i s e  w e r e  t he  o b v i o u s  r e s u l t  of  m a n y  
y e a r s  p r a c t i c e .

B i l l i e  m a d e  no a p o l o g y  or g a v e  no e x p l a n a t i o n  
as he  g a v e  a f l a w l e s s  p e r f o r m a n c e  for t he  re s t  of  t he  
e v e n i n g .  When i t  c a m e  t i m e  to  r e t ur n  to  t he  b a s e ,  he  
d i s a p p e a r e d  a g a i n  for a f e w  m i n u t e s ,  t h i s  t i m e  r e t u r n 
i n g  in h i s  N a v y  U n i f o r m .  On t he  wa y  b a c k  t o  t he  b a s e  
B i l l i e  o f f e r e d  a b s o l u t e l y  no e x p l a n a t i o n s  for h i s  a c t i o n s  
t h a t  n i g h t .

On our n e x t  v i s i t  t h e r e  was  a r e p e a t  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  
but  t h i s  t i m e  on t h e  wa y  b a c k  to  t he  b a s e  B i l l i e  t o l d  
Lee h i s  s t o r y .

B i l l i e ’s f i a n c e e  had no t  w r i t t e n  to  h i m  for t h r e e  
m o n t h s ,  and t h i s  had  u p s e t  h i m  so b a d l y  he  was  b e s i d e  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  wo r r y .  He had o b t a i n e d  s o m e  p e a c e  of  
m i n d  by h i s  a n t i c s  on t he  v i s i t s  t o  our f r i e n d s .  He s a i d  
hi s  f a t h e r  had d i e d  w h e n  he  was  a b a b y .  Hi s  m o t h e r  
had k e p t  h i m  i n  d r e s s e s  u n t i l  he  s t a r t e d  s c h o o l  and t h e n  
she  e n c o u r a g e d  h i m  to  w e a r  g i r l s  c l o t h e s  w h e n  h o m e  
f rom s c h o o l .  She  had k e p t  h i m  w e l l  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  a l l  
t he  f e m a l e  a t t i r e  he  w a n t e d  u n t i l  he  was  f u l l y  g r o wn ,  
wh e n  her  c l o t h e s  f i t t e d  h i m  p e r f e c t l y .

B i l l i e  had g o n e  to c o l l e g e  and o b t a i n e d  a m a s t e r s  
d e g r e e  i n  p s y c h o l o g y  and had b e e n  w e l l  on h i s  wa y  to  
a d o c t o r a t e  w h e n  t he  war s t a r t e d .  Li ke  any  o t h e r  p a t 
r i o t i c  A m e r i c a n ,  he  had f e l t  he  s h o u l d  go  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e
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of  h i s  c o u n t r y  so he  had  a p p l i e d  for and r e c e i v e d  a 
c o m m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  N a v y .  He had f e l t  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  he  
c o u l d  c o n t r o l  h i s  i m p u l s e s  to  dres s  as a w o m a n  w h i l e  
i n  t he  s e r v i c e .  T h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  l e t  down of  h i s  p e r 
s o n a l  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  h i s  f i a n c e e  had c a u s e d  h i s  d e m i s e  
and t hr ow b a c k  t o  h i s  f e m i n i n e  s e l f .  T h e  c r y i n g  had  
b e e n  a f e m i n i n e  r e a c t i o n  w h i c h  had  b e e n  a c o m m o n  o c -  
c u r a n c e  i n  h i s  l i f e  as a w o m a n  at  h o m e .  He had o b t a i n 
ed a t y p i c a l  f e m i n i n e  r e l i e f  of  h i s  f e e l i n g s  by r e v e r t i n g  
to  h i s  TV s e l f  u nde r  t he  s t r a i n  of  g o i n g  thru c o m b a t  c o n 
d i t i o n s  and f i n d i n g  t he  g i r l  w i t h  w h o m he  was m a d l y  in 
l o v e ,  no l o n g e r  s e e m e d  to  c a r e .

Lee  b e i n g  a TV h i m s e l f  was  t orn b e t w e e n  a s e n s e  
of  d u t y  as a N a v a l  O f f i c e r  i n  w h i c h  he  f e l t  B i l l i e  was  
h a r d l y  s u i t e d  to be  a N a v a l  O f f i c e r  s i n c e  he  c o u l d n ’t 
c o n t r o l  h i s  e m o t i o n s ,  but  on t h e  o t h e r  h a nd  he  c o u l d  
no t  b r i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  r ui n  a n o t h e r  TV by e x p o s i n g  h i m .

T h e r e  was  a t r e m e n d o u s  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  t e l l  B i l l i e  
t h a t  h e  a l s o  was  a TV,  but  a g a i n  f e a r  t h a t  B i l l i e ’s 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  m a d e  h i m  u n s a f e  to  t rus t  w i t h  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  c o u l d  rui n  L e e .  He d e c i d e d  t h a t  the  
t h i n g  to do was  t o  go  a l o n g  w i t h  B i l l i e  and try to  h e l p  
h i m  w i t h  h i s  p r e s e n t  p r o b l e m ,  t he  f i a n c e e .  Thru the  
Red Cross  i t  was  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  she  had b e e n  in a ve r y  
s e r i o u s  a c c i d e n t  i n  a war p l a n t  w h i c h  had not  o n l y  p r e 
v e n t e d  he r  f r om w r i t i n g ,  but  had n e a r l y  t a k e n  her  l i f e .

T h i s  k n o w l e d g e  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e t u r n e d  B i l l i e  to  
n o r m a l  and he  was  a b l e  to c o n t r o l  h i m s e l f  and h i s  TV 
p a r t n e r  f r om t h e n  on.  A b o u t  one  m o n t h  l a t e r  he  r e 
c e i v e d  h i s  f i r s t  l e t t e r  f r om hi s  f i a n c e e  i n  four m o n t h s  
w i t h  a c o m p l e t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t he  a c c i d e n t .  Upo n  
B i l l i e ’ s r e t u r n  to  t he  s t a t e s  t h e y  m a r r i e d  and Lee  r e 
c e i v e d  an a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t he  w e d d i n g .

B e f o r e  r e l e a s i n g  t h i s  s t o r y  Lee  m a d e  an e f f o r t  to  
l o c a t e  B i l l i e ,  but  thru t h e  N a v y  i t  was  f o und  t h a t  he  
had b e e n  d e a d  for s o m e  t i m e .  M a y b e  he  w i l l  f i nd  in  
d e a t h  t h e  p e a c e  h i s  TV h e a r t  a l w a y s  s o u g h t  i n  l i f e .



Problem

by  K a th y  ( 5 - P - 4 )

A s o l u t i o n  o f  c o m p r o m i s e  m u s t  be f o u n d ,  
Wh i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  h i m  to  k e e p  hi s  f e e t  on t he  
g r o und ,
And t o  h a n d l e  t h e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  o f  l i f e ,
In pr ope r  p e r s p e c t i v e  wi t h  f a m i l y  and w i f e ,  
For m a n y  a w i f e  w i l l  a l w a y s  be ,
One who  c a n ’t u n d e r s t a n d  TV,
T h e  way  he  f e e l s ,  she  c a n  n e v e r  k n o w,
He r e m a i n s  l o c k e d  i n ,  wi t h  no p l a c e  to  g o .

T h o u g h  as a m a n  he  i n d u l g e s  h i s  w i f e ,
She  c l o s e s  her  e y e s  t o  part  of  h i s  l i f e ,
He kno ws  h e ' s  no t  h o m o - - o f  t h i s  he  i s  sure ,  
He f a c e s  the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no c u r e .  
H e ' l l  a d m i t  f r e e l y  h i s  l i f e  is a m e s s ,  
B e c a u s e  of  c o m p u l s i o n  for f e m i n i n e  dr e s s ,  
Why he i s ,  w h a t  he  i s ,  he  d o e s n ' t  k n o w,  
E x c e p t  h e ' s  l o c k e d  i n  wi t h  no p l a c e  to g o .

A s o l u t i o n  w i l l  be f o u n d ,  but  w h a t  i t  w i l l  be ,  
Is no t  k n o w n  at  t h i s  t i m e  to  m e ,
But i t  m a s t  be  f a i r  and c o n s i d e r a t e  to t h o s e ,  
Who c a n ’ t u n d e r s t a n d  m e n  i n  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s .  
And y e t  i t  mu s t  a l l o w  a TV t o  e x p r e s s ,
His f e m i n i n e  s i d e  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  dr e s s ,
What  i s  t h e  a n s w e r ? ,  I r e a l l y  d o n ’ t know  
So I ’ m s t i l l  l o c k e d  i n  w i t h  no p l a c e  to  g o .
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A m a r r i e d  T V ’s g r e a t e s t  f e a r ,
Is t h a t  h i s  w i f e  w i l l  t h i n k  h i m  q u e e r ,
And i t  c a u s e s  h i m  g r e a t  d i s t r e s s ,
T h a t  she  c a n ’t u n d e r s t a n d  t he  n e e d  to  d r e s s .  
T h a t  she  c a n ’t u n d e r s t a n d  t he  wa y  he  f e e l s ,  
When he  s e e k s  r e l e a s e  in w e a r i n g  h i g h  h e e l s ,  
And i f  s h e ’ s rep u l s e d - - and l e t ’s h i m  know,  
She  l o c k s  h i m  i n - - w i t h  no p l a c e  t o  g o .

He u n d e r s t a n d s  t h a t  he  d o e s  not  c o n f o r m ,  
T o  w h a t  our s o c i e t y  c o n s i d e r s  t he  no r m,
But i n  t r ut h ,  he  has  n o t h i n g  to h i d e ,
Jus t  h i s  TV f r om o t h e r s - - o u t s i d e ,
When t h o u g h t s  for o t he r s  c a u s e s  r e p r e s s i o n ,  
It u s u a l l y  r e s u l t s  i n  d e e p  d e p r e s s i o n ,
His  s m o l d e r i n g  TV c o n t i n u e s  to  gr ow,
But l o c K e d  i n - - w i t h  no p l a c e  to  g o .

I t ’ s q u i t t i n g  s e e m s  t h e  t h i n g  to do,
But r e s e a r c h  has  s h o wn  t h a t  t h i s  i s  no t  t r ue ,
We know he  has  t r i e d ,  but  d i d n ’ t s u c c e e d ,
In r e m o v i n g  d e s i r e s - - d e s t r o y i n g  t he  n e e d ,
He i s  w h a t  he  is and w i l l  a l w a y s  be ,
A c t i v e ,  or i n a c t i v e ,  s t i l l  a TV,
For t he  e x p e r t s  h a v e  s a i d  h e ' d  a l w a y s  be so,
And he  r e m a i n s  l o c k e d  i n - - w i t h  no p l a c e  to  g o .
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My Sister Janet
by  E l l e n  ( 1 3 - M - 6  F P E )

My n a m e  is  J a n e t .  It was  John,  or,  as I was  k n o wn  
a f ew y e a r s  a g o ,  J o h n n y .  T h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom J o h n n y  
to J a n e t  t o o k  p l a c e  in a f e w m o n t h s ,  but  o n c e  i t  b e g a n  
t h e r e  was  no s t o p p i n g  i t .  I was  h a p p y  as J o h n n y ,  t h a t  
is  I was h a p p y  wi t h  my m a l e  s e l f ,  but  not  w i t h  wh a t  
J o hnny  w a s .  I gr e w up in a s l u m a r e a  of  C h i c a g o  and  
n e e d l e s s  to say I was  in and out  of  t r o u b l e  l i k e  c l o c k 
work and was  w e l l  on my way  to b e c o m i n g  a h o o d l u m .  
Ma y b e  I was  one  a l r e a d y .  One b i t  of  t r o u b l e  l e d  to  
a n o t h e r  u n t i l  i t  was  c l i m a x e d  on the  n i g h t  I was  p i c k e d  
up by the  p o l i c e  wi t h  t wo  f r i e n d s  r i d i n g  i n  a s t o l e n  
c a r .  I d i d n ’ t know i t  was  s t o l e n ,  but  t he  j u d g e ,  a f t e r  
l o o k i n g  o v e r  my r e c o r d ,  d e c i d e d  I was  as g u i l t y  as t he  
ot hers  and I was  s e n t  to  the  boys* c o r r e c t i v e  f ar m for  
six m o n t h s .  When I c a m e  h o m e ,  my f a t h e r  m a d e  i t  
c l e a r  t ha t  he  w a n t e d  n o t h i n g  to do w i t h  m e  and my  
m o t h e r  p l e a d e d  w i t h  m e  to g e t  a d e c e n t  j o b ,  and be  
s o m e o n e  l i k e  my o l d e r  b r o t h e r  B i l l ,  who  was  a s a l e s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  for s o m e  Ea s t e r n  c o m p a n i e s .  I r e a l l y  
t r i e d  t o  s t r a i g h t e n  up and I l o o k e d  for a j o b ,  but  b e f o r e  
I c o u l d  g e t  o n e ,  a c a n d y  s t o r e  in t he  n e i g h b o r h o o d  was  
r obbe d  and t he  e l d e r l y  owne r  b a d l y  b e a t e n .  T h e  d e s 
c r i p t i o n  of  t he  t h i e f  f i t t e d  me  r a t he r  w e l l  and s i n c e  
the  old man  l a p s e d  i n t o  a c o m a  on the  wa y  to  the h o s 
p i t a l  f rom w h i c h  he  d i d n ' t  r e c o v e r  for t h r e e  m o n t h s ,  he  
was not  a v a i l a b l e  to m a k e  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .

My f i r s t  k n o w l e d g e  of  the  e v e n t  c a m e  w h e n  I lp/ck-  
i l y  ran i n t o  my  f r i e n d  Fat s ,  a f e w b l o c k s  f rom  
h o m e .  He t o l d  m e  t he  p o l i c e  we r e  l o o k i n g - f o r  me  and  
w e r e  at  my h o m e  w a i t i n g  for m e .  I d e c i d e d  to h i d e  
u n t i l  my i n n o c e n c e  c o u l d  be p r o v e d .  I d i d n ’t want  to  
go b a c k  to t he  f a r m,  or. w o r s e ,  t o  j a i l  for s o m e t h i n g  I 
d i d n ' t  d o .  But w h e r e  to run? I had no m o n e y  and 
very  f e w f r i e n d s .  A c t u a l l y  I was  r i g h t  in r u n n i n g ,  for  
s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  l a t e r  the  r e a l  t h i e f  was  c a u g h t  and he  
c o n f e s s e d .  I m a d e  my way  t h r o u g h  a l l e y s  to  a n o t h e r  
part  of  t own and c a l l e d  my b r o t h e r  B i l l .  When I s wo r e  
I was  i n n o c e n t  and p l e a d e d  for h e l p  he  t o l d  me  to go
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t o  a c e r t a i n  a d d r e s s  and w a i t  u n t i l  he  c o n t a c t e d  me  
t h e r e .

T h e  a d d r e s s  t u r n e d  out  t o  be a l a r g e  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g  i n  t he  b e t t e r  part  of  t o w n ,  and f o l l o w i n g  or 
ders  I w e n t  t o  a p a r t m e n t  # 8 1 4  and was  a d m i t t e d  by a 
m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e  g i r l .  Her n a m e  was  C a r o l ,  and she  
was  B i l l ’ s f i a n c e e .  He had c a l l e d  her  and e x p l a i n e d  
t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  my  a r r i v a l .  T h a t  n i g h t ,  Bi l l  
c a l l e d  and t o l d  m e  t ha t  he  had c h e c k e d  my s t ory  and  
a l i b i  and o t h e r  f a c t s  p e r t a i n i n g  to  t he  r o b b e r y  and was  
sure  o f  my  i n n o c e n c e .  He t o l d  me  to  s t a y  w h e r e  I 
was  for a f e w  da y s  u n t i l  t h i n g s  s i m m e r e d  down and we 
c o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  our n e x t  s t e p  w o u l d  b e .  I was  
f u r t h e r  t o l d  to  s t ay  in t he  a p a r t m e n t ,  no t  to go  out  or 
p h o n e  a n y o n e  and to  do e x a c t l y  as I was  t o l d  by C a r o l ,  
as she  was  t a k i n g  q u i t e  a c h a n c e  h i d i n g  m e .  I p r o m i s 
ed and s e t t l e d  d o w n  to w a i t ,  as t he  l a s t  t h i n g  in the  
w o r l d  I w a n t e d  was  to be r e t u r n e d  to  the  f ar m or j a i l .

I had a r r i v e d  at  C a r o l ' s  a b o u t  f i v e  in the  a f t e r n o o n  
and by t he  t i m e  B i l l  had f i n i s h e d  hi s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 
m a d e  hi s  p h o n e  c a l l  i t  was  a f t e r  s i x .  I s u d d e n l y  f e l t  
w e a k  and h u n g r y  and v e r y  m u c h  a l o n e .  C a r o l  m a d e  
d i n n e r  for us and I h e l p e d  as b e s t  I c o u l d  and i n s i s t e d  
on w a s h i n g  t he  d i s h e s  a f t e r w a r d s  to show s o m e  f orm of  
a p p r e c i a t i o n .  C a r o l ,  as I s a i d ,  was  a v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  
g i r l  and her  s y m p a t h y  to  me  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  my  e n t i r e  
s t or y  was  h e a r t w a r m i n g .  No one  had e v e r  t a k e n  an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  m e  as she  s e e m e d  to  and I was  v e r y  g r a t e 
f u l .

When t he  t i m e  to  r e t i r e  a r r i v e d  she l e a d  me  to a 
b e d r o o m  w h i c h  she  t o l d  me  was  m i n e .  Hers  was  n e x t  
t o  i t .  She  f o u n d  a n e w t o o t h b r u s h  for m e  and g a v e  me  
a t o w e l  and w a s h c l o t h .  A f t e r  I had w a s h e d  and was  
r e a d y  for bed  she  c a m e  i n t o  my  r o o m and h a n d e d  me  
a n i g h t g o w n .  I was  v e r y  e m b a r r a s s e d  and t o l d  her  I'd  
r a t h e r  s l e e p  in my u n d e r w e a r .  She  t o l d  m e  not  to be  
s i l l y ,  as I had o n l y  one  c h a n g e  of  c l o t h e s  and I was  to  
was h t h e m  e a c h  n i g h t  u n t i l  we  k n e w wh a t  we  w e r e  to  
do or u n t i l  o t h e r s  c o u l d  be b r o u g h t  i n .  No t  w a n t i n g  
to  g e t  out  of  l i n e  at  t h i s  e a r l y  s t a g e  of  our r e l a t i o n 
s h i p ,  I did as I was  t o l d .  U n d r e s s i n g ,  I d o n n e d  t he



n i g h t g o w n ,  w h i c h  was a v e r y  p r e t t y  b l u e  n y l o n  t r i m m e d  
with l a c e .  As I l o o k  b a c k  now I r e a l i z e  t h a t  at  t hat  
m o m e n t  I was  l o s t  to t he  wor l d  of  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g .
The t h r i l l  was  u n m i s t a k a b l e ,  but  t he  n u m b n e s s  of  my  
f r i g h t e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n  t o o k  s o m e  of  i t  a w a y .  C a r o l  c a l l 
ed t hr o ug h  my  c l o s e d  door  to  wash my  u n d e r w e a r ,  sox  
and shi r t  i n  t he  b a t h r o o m  and h a n g  t h e m  up to dry .  I 
did so and wh e n  I r e t u r n e d  t o  my b e d r o o m  I c a u g h t  a 
g l i m p s e  of  m y s e l f  i n  the  m i r r o r .  T h e  n i g h t y  was  a b e a u  
t i f u l  c r e a t i o n  and t h o u g h  i t  f i t t e d  me  w e l l ,  as I was  
a l m o s t  C a r o l ’s s i z e ,  t he  l a c k  of  c u r v e s  m a d e  i t  l o o k  a 
bi t  l u d i c r u o u s .  I did l i k e  t he  f e e l  of  i t  t h o u g h ,  and  
af ter  l o o k i n g  m y s e l f  o v e r  i n  t he  mi r r or  f r om v a r i o u s  
a n g l e s ,  I a c t u a l l y  s m i l e d  to m y s e l f  and w e n t  to  b e d .

I mu s t  h a v e  b e e n  e x h a u s t e d ,  as t he  n e x t  t h i n g  I 
knew,  C a r o l  was  k n o c k i n g  at t he  door  t e l l i n g  me  i t  
was a f t e r  n i n e  and to g e t  up.  As I a w o k e  I s m e l l e d  
b a c o n  and c o f f e e  and I was  v e r y  h u n g r y .  It was  t h e n ,  
as I c l i m b e d  out  of  bed t h a t  I r e a l i z e d  I was  s t i l l  w e a r 
i ng the  n i g h t g o w n .  C a r o l  c a l l e d  t h r o u g h  t he  door  
a g a i n  and t o l d  me  to hurry and wash up as b r e a k f a s t  
was r e a d y ,  and to  c o m e  b e f o r e  i t  g o t  c o l d .  T h e  n i g h t 
gown was s o m e w h a t  t r a n s p a r e n t  and I d i d n ' t  wa n t  to  go  
to b r e a k f a s t  l i k e  t ha t  so I a s k e d  C a r o l  to b r i n g  my  
c l o t h e s  f rom the  b a t h r o o m .  A s e c o n d  l a t e r  she  was  
bac k  at  my d o o r ,  ’’h e r e ’s a b a t h r o b e  and s l i p p e r s  to 
wear  to  b r e a k f a s t ,  but  hurry i t ’s g e t t i n g  c o l d ,  ” she  
sai d as t he  door  o p e n e d  and a hand d r o p p e d  the  t h i n g s  
on t he  f l o o r .  T h e  b a t h r o b e  and s l i p p e r s  w e r e  r e a l l y  a 
d i a p h o n o u s  p e i g n o i r  and m u l e s .  T h e  p e i g n o i r  was  of  
b l u e  n y l o n  wi t h  l a c e  t r i m and o b v i o u s l y  was  t he  o t h e r  
h a l f  of  t he  s e t  to w h i c h  my n i g h t i e  b e l o n g e d .  The  
m u l e s  we r e  s a t i n ,  b l u e  to  m a t c h  the  g o wn  and had  
1 1 / 2  i n c h  h e e l s  wi t h  s m a l l  bows  on t he  i n s t e p .  In t h e  
c o l d  l i g h t  of  m o r n i n g  I f e l t  t h a t  I ’ d b e t t e r  put  a s t op  
to t hi s  and s h o u t e d  to  C a r o l  t ha t  I w o u l d n ’t we a r  the-  
i t e m s  and a g a i n  a s k e d  for my c l o t h e s .  She  c a m e  to  
the  door  and s a i d  i n  a f i r m v o i c e ,  "St op  b e i n g  j u v e n 
i l e .  Put  t h e m  on,  c o m e  out  to b r e a k f a s t  and be q u i c k  
a b o u t  i t . ” She  s o u n d e d  a ng r y  and no t  w a n t i n g  to c a u s e  
t r o u b l e ,  I c o m p l i e d .  T h e  p e i g n o i r  and m u l e s  f i t t e d  
w e l l  as did t he  n i g h t i e  and I c o u l d n ’ t r e s i s t  l o o k i n g  at  
m y s e l f  i n  the  mi r r o r .  My g r e a t  f e a r  was  t h a t  I w o u l d  
l o o k  r i d i c u l o u s  to  C a r o l  so wi t h  m u c h  t r e p i d a t i o n  I
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l e f t  my  r o o m for t he  k i t c h e n .  C a r o l  t o l d  me  to  s i t  
down and she  j o i n e d  m e ,  and not  a word was  s a i d  a b o u t  
my  a t t i r e .  In f a c t ,  she  a c t e d  as t h o u g h  i t  we r e  p e r 
f e c t l y  n a t u r a l  for m e  to w e a r  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  and as we  
a t e  t he  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  b e g a n  to  we a r  of f ,  I e x p e r i e n c 
ed a v e r y  p l e a s a n t  f e e l i n g  as the  g o w n  c l u n g  to  my  
t h i g h s  and I w i g g l e d  my  t o e s  i n  the  m u l e s  i n  a h a p p y  
m a n n e r  and a wa r m f e e l i n g  of  w e l l  b e i n g  b e g a n  to e n 
v e l o p e  m e .  Af t e r  b r e a k f a s t  I h e l p e d  C a r o l  w i t h  the  
d i s h e s  and t o g e t h e r  we  m a d e  t he  b e ds  and t i d i e d  up the  
ap ar t m e n t .

I had b e c o m e  q u i t e  used to  the  f e e l  o f  t h e s e  f e m 
i n i n e  t h i n g s  and w a s n ’ t a w a r e  t h a t  C a r o l  had b e e n  
w a t c h i n g  me  w h e n  she  t o l d  me  t h a t  he r  t h i n g s  s e e m e d  
to f i t  m e  r a t h e r  w e l l  so we s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  m u c h  t r o u b 
l e  a b o u t  c l o t h i n g .  I t h o u g h t  she  was  j o k i n g  and w e n t  
a l o n g  wi t h  t h e  g a g ,  but  I t o l d  h e r  t he  m u l e s  f i t t e d  a l 
r i g h t  i n  w i d t h ,  but  I t h o u g h t  t h e y  we r e  j u s t  a b i t  short  
b e c a u s e  my  h e e l s  s e e m e d  to  o v e r l a p  t he  b a c k s  a b i t .
She  a n s w e r e d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b e t t e r  t han  w a l k i n g  around  
b a r e f o o t ,  and I a g r e e d .

C a r o l  r e t i r e d  to t h e  b a t h r o o m  and a f t e r  m a k i n g  
her  t o i l e t  w e n t  to  her  r o o m to d r e s s .  A s hor t  t i m e  
l a t e r ,  she  e m e r g e d  d r e s s e d  i n  a c u t e  c o t t o n  dress  in  
y e l l o w ,  a p a i r  of  y e l l o w  p u mp s  and a y e l l o w  b a g ,  wi t h  
w h i t e  c o s t u m e  j e w e l r y .  She  m a d e  a l i s t  of  f ood  t hat  
was  n e e d e d  and t o l d  m e  s h e ’d be  b a c k  s h o r t l y  and for 
me to s t a y  a w a y  f r om w i n d o w s  and not  to  a n s w e r  t he  
door  or p h o n e .  I w e n t  t o  my r o o m and d i s r o b e d ,  t o o k  
a s h o w e r  and t h e n  d r e s s e d  in my  own c l e a n  c l o t h e s .

I d e c i d e d  t o  e x p l o r e  the  a p a r t m e n t  and found i t  
c o n s i s t e d  o f  t wo  b e d r o o m s ,  a l a r g e  l i v i n g  r oom and a 
k i t c h e n  w i t h  t he  d i n e t t e  w h e r e  we  a t e .  C a r o l ' s  c l o s e t s  
we r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  he r  c l o t h i n g  and t he  h a l l  c l o s e t  wi t h  
s o m e  c o a t s  and a m i n k  s t o l e .  I c o u l d n ' t  r e s i s t  l o o k i n g  
at  her  t h i n g s  and f o und  t ha t  she  had q u i t e  a c o m p l e t e  
w a r d r o b e .  Her d r e s s e r  dr a we r s  we r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  n y l o n  
and l a c e  bras ,  p a n t i e s ,  s l i p s ,  n i g h t g o w n s  and s t o c k 
i n g s .  T h e r e  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a l l  the  o t h e r  t h i n g s  a 
w e l l  d r e s s e d  y o u n g  w o m a n  w o u l d  h a v e .  When my e x 
p l o r a t i o n s  w e r e  f i n i s h e d ,  I r e t u r n e d  to  t he  l i v i n g  
r o o m and t u r n e d  on t he  t e l e v i s i o n  s e t .  I was  thus  o c c -
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u p i e d  whe n  C a r o l  r e t u r n e d  l o a d e d  w i t h  g r o c e r i e s ,  w h i c h  
we put  a w a y .  She  t h e n  c a u t i o n e d  m e  not  to turn on 
t he  t e l e v i s i o n  w h e n  she  was  g o n e ,  so as n o t  to a t t r a c t  
a t t e n t i o n .  Th e  day  p a s s e d  s l o w l y  and a f t e r  d i n n e r ,
B i l l  c a m e  o v e r .  He t o l d  me  t h a t  he  w o u l d  no t  be  b a c k  
for a w h i l e  as t he  p o l i c e  m i g h t  b e g i n  t o  w a t c h  h i m  i n  
t he  e v e n t  t h e y  t h o u g h t  he  m i g h t  be i n  c o n t a c t  wi t h  m e .  
He a g a i n  c a u t i o n e d  me  to  do e x a c t l y  as C a r o l  t o l d  m e ,  
and to s i t  t i g h t  u n t i l  he  f i g u r e d  out  t he  n e x t  m o v e .
With t h a t  he  l e f t  and C a r o l  and I r e t i r e d  to  our r e s p e c 
t i v e  r o o m s .  When I a g a i n  d o n n e d  t he  n i g h t g o w n  I f e l t  
an e v e n  g r e a t e r  t h r i l l  t h a n  the  p r e v i o u s  n i g h t  and,  
b a t h e d  i n  a l u x u r i o u s  f e e l i n g ,  w e n t  t o  b e d  and had  
p l e a s a n t  d r e a m s .

Th e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  I a g a i n  d o n n e d  t he  p e i g n o i r  and  
m u l e s  and j o i n e d  C a r o l  for b r e a k f a s t .  T h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  
was no e m b a r r a s s m e n t  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t  m i n u t e  or t w o .

I She  s h o w e d  m e  how to c o o k  our m e a l  and I f e l t  I was  
| at  l e a s t  a t t e m p t i n g  to e a r n  my  k e e p .  T h e  n e x t  f e w  

days  f o l l o w e d  t he  s a m e  r o u t i n e  as t he  f i r s t  u n t i l  S a t u r 
day n i g h t .  T h e  l a t e  m o v i e  on t e l e v i s i o n  was  o n e  t h a t  
we bo t h  w a n t e d  to s e e  and C a r o l  s u g g e s t e d  we  g e t  
r e a d y  for bed  b e f o r e  w a t c h i n g  t he  m o v i e  so t h a t  we  
c o u l d  r e t i r e  w i t h o u t  c e r e m o n y  w h e n  i t  was  o v e r .  By 

| t hi s  t i m e  I f e l t  at  h o m e  i n  my  n i g h t  c l o t h e s  and as I 
e m e r g e d  f rom my r o o m and j o i n e d  C a r o l ,  who  had  
c h a n g e d  a b i t  s o o n e r  t h a n  I, she  r e m a r k e d  t h a t  i t  was  
a b o u t  t i m e  I c h a n g e d  my n i g h t i e  as I had b e e n  u s i n g  
i t  for f i v e  n i g h t s .  She  t o o k  me  to her  r o o m  and o p e n 
ed t he  dr a we r  t h a t  c o n t a i n e d  her  n i g h t g o w n s  and t o l d  
m e  to c h o o s e  a n o t h e r .  I p i c k e d  a b e a u t i f u l  r a s p b e r r y  
c o l o r e d  c r e a t i o n  and she  t o o k  a w h i t e  q u i l t e d  robe  
f rom her  c l o s e t  and t o s s e d  i t  to m e ,  s t a t i n g  i t  w o u l d  
be b e t t e r  t h a n  t he  b l u e  p e i g n o i r  w i t h  t h e  ne w g o w n .
She  a l s o  g a v e  me  a p a i r  of  w h i t e  m u l e s  to w e a r  and 
t o l d  me  t h a t  I had b e t t e r  was h the  o l d  g o w n  and p e i g 
no i r  out  in the  m o r n i n g .  It t o o k  j u s t  a f e w  m i n u t e s  

j t o  g e t  i n t o  the  n e w t h i n g s  and I was  v e r y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  
t h e  e f f e c t .  R e t u r n i n g  to  t he  l i v i n g  r o o m ,  C a r o l  l o o k 
ed me  o v e r  and s t a t e d  t h a t  her  t h i n g s  d i d s e e m  t o  f i t  
me  w e l l  and s e e m e d  p l e a s e d .  As I m e n t i o n e d  I was  
y o u n g  and s l i g h t  of  b u i l d  b e i n g  j u s t  a b o u t  an i n c h  
t a l l e r  t han  C a r o l .
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We sat  d o wn  to  w a t c h  the  m o v i e  and d u r i n g  the  
f i r s t  c o m m e r c i a l ,  C a r o l  ran to her  r o o m and r e t u r n e d  
w i t h  a c o m b  and b r u s h .  She s a i d  she  was  to go  to  the  
b e a u t y  p a r l o r  i n  t he  m o r n i n g  and a l w a y s  br u s h e d  her  
h a i r  out  v e r y  t h o r o u g h l y  the  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  It l o o k e d  
l i k e  so m u c h  f un t h a t  I a s k e d  i f  she  w o u l d  l i k e  me  to 
do i t  for h e r .  She  h a n d e d  me  t he  brush and I s t a r t e d  
s t r o k i n g  her  b e a u t i f u l  c h e s t n u t  c o l o r e d  h a i r  wi t h  i t .  
T h e  m o v i e  s t a r t e d  a g a i n  but  I c o n t i n u e d  b r u s h i n g  her  
h a i r  u n t i l  t he  n e x t  c o m m e r c i a l  w h i c h  c a m e  on a b o u t  
t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  l a t e r .  By now her  h a i r  had a l o v e l y  
s h e e n  to  i t  and had r e v e r t e d  to i t ' s  n a t u r a l  c u r l .  As 
t he  m o v i e  was  a b o u t  to  b e g i n  C a r o l  s u g g e s t e d  I s i t  in  
her  c h a i r  and she  w o u l d  brush my h a i r .  I t o l d  her  
j o k i n g l y  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n ’t m u c h  to brush,  and t h o u g h  
I n e e d e d  a h a i r c u t  i t  was  s t i l l  no l o n g e r  t ha n  the  a v e r 
a g e  m a n ’s.  And so as I b e c a m e  e n g r o s s e d  i n  the  m o v i e  
I a l m o s t  f o r g o t  her  e x c e p t  w h e n  t h e r e  was  an o c c a s i o n 
a l  t u g .  When the  n e x t  c o m m e r c i a l  c a m e  on C a r o l  ran  
i n t o  her  r o o m and r e t u r n e d  wi t h  t wo  bo ws ,  w h i c h  she  
i n s e r t e d  i n  my  h a i r  on e a c h  s i d e  by my t e m p l e s .  I 
p r o t e s t e d  m e e k l y  and she  t o l d  me  to  h o l d  s t i l l .  T h e n  
s he  s t e p p e d  b a c k  and l o o k e d  at  my  h a i r - d o  w i t h  a 
c r i t i c a l  e y e .  She  d e c i d e d  i t  w a s n ' t  bad and w e n t  to  
h e r  r o o m a g a i n .  I s t o l e  a l o o k  in t he  l i v i n g  r o o m m i r 
ror w h i l e  she  was  g o n e  and was s u r p r i s e d  to s e e  t ha t  
she  had br u s h e d  my  short  h a i r  i n t o  a s e m b l e n c e  of  a 
f e m i n i n e  c o f f e u r  and the  t wo  bo ws  a d d e d  s o m e  f l a v o r  
to  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t .  T h e  m o v i e  s t a r t e d  a g a i n  and I 
c a l l e d  for her  to  c o m e .  When she did I was  e n g r o s s e d  
i n  t he  s c r e e n  and w a s n ’ t a w a r e  of  her  r e t urn  u n t i l  she  
sa t  down n e x t  to m e .  In t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  t h e r e  was  
a n o t h e r  p a u s e  i n  the p i c t u r e  and i t  was  t h e n  t ha t  I saw 
she  had b r o u g h t  s e v e r a l  i t e m s  of  m a k e u p  f rom her  r oom  
on t he  l a s t  t r i p .

When I saw t h a t  she  was  g o i n g  to a p p l y  t h e s e  i t e m s  
t o  my  f a c e ,  I r e a l l y  g o t  s t u b b o r n ,  but  she  q u i e t e d  me  
d o wn  by s a y i n g  for me  no t  to be  s i l l y ,  as i t  was  j us t  
as h a r m l e s s  as w e a r i n g  her  n i g h t i e s  and m u l e s .  She  
s a i d  she  j u s t  w a n t e d  to  s e e  how I w o u l d  l o o k  wi t h  
m a k e u p  a d d e d  to  my ne w h a i r - d o .  I s u r r e n d e r e d  and 
m u s t  a d m i t  t h a t  I was  r a t h e r  c u r i o u s  to s e e  how I woul d  
l o o k  t o o .  She  c o n t i n u e d  w o r k i n g  w h i l e  t he  m o v i e  r e 
s u m e d  and we b o t h  m i s s e d  a s e c t i o n  of  i t .  F i n a l l y  
a f t e r  she  , a p p l i e d  m a k e u p  b a s e ,  e y e  s h a d o w ,  e y e  l i n e r ,
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m a s c a r a ,  p o w d e r  and f i n a l l y  l i p s t i c k  she  sa t  d o w n  and  
we bot h  w a t c h e d  t he  c o n c l u s i o n  of  t he  m o v i e .  F r a n k l y  
I had b e c o m e  so e n g r o s s e d  in the  m o v i e  t h a t  w h e n  i t  
was ov e r ,  I s u d d e n l y  s m e l l e d  the  m a k e u p  on m e  and  
w e n t  to  the  mi r r or  to s e e  the  r e s u l t s .  I was  a m a z e d  
and a l m o s t  f r i g h t e n e d .  T h e r e  I s t o o d  l o o k i n g  at a v e r y  
a t t r a c t i v e  y o u n g  g i r l  who  was  mu c h  b e t t e r  l o o k i n g  to  
me  t han  the  f e l l o w  she r e p l a c e d .  As I g a z e d  at  m y s e l f  
in the  mi rror  a wa r m f e e l i n g  s pr e a d  o v e r  m e .  I a c t 
u a l l y  l o o k e d  pretty and for s o m e  r e a s o n  t h i s  m a d e  me  
f e e l  h a p p y .  As I t ur n e d  and p r i m p e d  I c o u l d  f e e l  
C a r o l ’ s e y e s  on m e .  She  s a i d  I l o o k e d  c u t e  and t o l d  
me  she l i k e d  m e  m u c h  b e t t e r  t h i s  w a y .  We s h o r t l y  
a f t e r w a r d  r e t i r e d  and I s l e p t  w i t h  my  m a k e u p  on.

For t h e  n e x t  s e v e r a l  da y s  we f o l l o w e d  t he  s a m e  
r o u t i n e  and i t  was  t h e n  t h a t  I s t a r t e d  to w e a r  my n i g h t  
c l o t h e s  a l l  day  and to use  m a k e u p .  C a r o l  d i d n ’ t say  
a n y t h i n g  to  me  and j u s t  a c c e p t e d  my a c t i o n s  as n o r m a l .  
The  f o l l o w i n g  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r  we  had  had  b r e a k f a s t  I 
m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  I was  g o i n g  s t i r  c r a z y  and w i s h e d  I 
c o u l d  go out ,  but  C a r o l  r e m i n d e d  me  of  B i l l ' s  o r d e r s .  
She t h e n  s a i d  i t  was  f o o l i s h  for m e  to s t a y  i n  my n i g h t 
g o wn  and r obe  a l l  day  and t o o k  me  to her  b e d r o o m  and  
l o o k e d  t hr o ug h  her  c l o s e t .  She  p i c k e d  out  a s t r i p e d  
pi nk  and w h i t e  c o t t o n  dres s ,  s h i r t w a i s t  s t y l e  and t o s s e d  
i t  on t he  b e d .  She  a s k e d  me  how I 'd l i k e  to  w e a r  i t  
for t he  da y ,  as i t  w o u l d  be  mo r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a n  the  
n i g h t i e .  I r a t h e r  h e s i t a n t l y  a g r e e d  and s a i d  I w o u l d  
put  i t  on,  and t h e n  she  s u g g e s t e d  we  p i c k  out  s o m e  
u n d e r c l o t h e s  t o o .  And so out  of  her  d r a we r  c a m e  a 
p r e t t y  p i nk  n y l o n  bra and p a n t i e s  t h a t  m a t c h e d ,  a l l  
t r i m m e d  w i t h  l a c e ,  a p i n k  s l i p ,  a pa i r  of  n y l o n s  and a 
g a r t e r  b e l t .  She s e n t  me  to my r o o m and t o l d  m e  to  
g e t  d r e s s e d  i n  t h e s e  c l o t h e s .  I ’ l l  h a v e  to  a d m i t  t h a t  
I was  r a t h e r  i n t r i g u e d  by t he  p r o s p e c t .  She  c a l l e d  to  
me  t hr o ug h  t he  c l o s e d  door  to  put  the  g a r t e r  b e l t  on 
f i r s t  and t h e n  t he  p a n t i e s  w h i c h  I d i d .  I s l i p p e d  the  
n y l o n s  on o v e r  my l e g s  and t he  f e e l i n g  of  s o f t n e s s  and 
t h r i l l  we r e  a l m o s t  t o o  m u c h  for m e .  I had  t r o u b l e  
h o o k i n g  t he  bra and C a r o l  c a m e  in to h e l p .  She  put  
t h e  bra on me  and s t u f f e d  i t  wi t h  c o t t o n  for e f f e c t  and 
t h e n  h e l p e d  me  i n t o  the  s l i p  and d r e s s .  We w e n t  b a c k  
to her  r o o m and she p i c k e d  a p a i r  of  w h i t e  p u m p s  w i t h  
h i g h  h e e l s  for me  and I f o r c e d  my  f e e t  i n t o  t h e m .  T h e y  
we r e  t i g h t ,  but  t he  t h r i l l  of  w e a r i n g  t h e m  d u l l e d  t he
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p a i n .  She  t o l d  m e  to  a p p l y  my m a k e u p  at  w h i c h  I had  
b e c o m e  r e a s o n a b l y  p r o f i c i e n t  and w h e n  I was  d o n e  she  
l o o k e d  m e  o v e r  w i t h  a c r i t i c a l  e y e .  ’’Not  b a d , "  she  
s a i d ,  and t h e n  she  did s o m e t h i n g  to  my h a i r  and a dde d  
t he  b o w s .  We w e n t  i n t o  t he  l i v i n g  r o o m and I w a l k e d  
ar o und  for he r  but  t he  s h o e s  did hurt  my  f e e t .  She  d e 
c i d e d  to go  out  for a w h i l e  and t o l d  me  to w a i t  p a t i e n t 
ly for her  r e t u r n .  A s hor t  t i m e  l a t e r  she  r e t u r n e d  and 
c a r r i e d  a box  w i t h  h e r  and g a v e  i t  to m e .  I o p e n e d  
t he  box  and f ound  a b e a u t i f u l  pa i r  of  w h i t e  p u mp s  wi t h  
at  l e a s t  t h r e e  and a h a l f  i n c h  h e e l s .  She  sa i d  t h e y  
we r e  a s i z e  l a r g e r  t h a n  hers  and w h e n  I put  t h e m  on I 
was in h e a v e n  for t h e y  w e r e  a p e r f e c t  f i t .  I s p e n t  the  
da y  in a d r e a m  and did my b e s t  to  we ar  t he  c l o t h e s  to  
a d v a n t a g e .  In f a c t ,  I f o und  m y s e l f  t r y i n g  to a c t  as 
w e l l  as l o o k  f e m i n i n e  a n d C a r o l  n o t i c e d  t h i s .  She  m a d e  
s e v e r a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  as t o  ho w to s m o o t h  my ski r t  b e f o r e  
s i t t i n g  d o wn ,  how to  c r os s  my  l e g s  p r o p e r l y  and m a d e  
s o m e  s u g g e s t i o n s  on how to w a l k .

For the  n e x t  f e w  d a y s ,  my  s c h o o l i n g  c o n t i n u e d  and 
C a r o l  t hr e w h e r  e n t i r e  w a r d r o b e  o p e n  to m e .  Each day  
I wor e  s o m e t h i n g  n e w and s o o n  was  a d e p t  at  p i c k i n g  
t h e  p r o p e r  a c c e s s o r i e s  for e a c h  c o s t u m e .  C a r o l  had a 
l a r g e  and e x t e n s i v e  w a r d r o b e  and at  t i m e s  I wo u l d  
c h a n g e  t w o  and t h r e e  t i m e s  a d a y .  One e v e n i n g  Ca r o l  
t o o k  m e  to he r  r o o m and had m e  dres s  i n  a m o s t  b e a u 
t i f u l  f o r m a l .  A l l  w h i t e  s t r a p l e s s ,  wi t h  yards  and yards  
of  t u l l e  s k i r t .  A p a i r  of  spri  n g - o - 1 at  or s a t i n  s h o e s  
and l o n g  e a r r i n g s  and n e c k l a c e  to  m a t c h  ^ c o m p l e t e d  
t he  c o s t u m e .  She  s p e n t  s o m e  t i m e  a p p l y i n g  m a k e u p  
and d o i n g  my  h a i r  w h i c h  now r e s e m b l e d  a p i x i e  c u t ,  
and w h e n  I l o o k e d  in t h e  mi r r o r ,  I a l m o s t  f a i n t e d .  I 
was  no t  o n l y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  but  was  a c t u a l l y  p r e t t y .  As 
we sat  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  r o o m  she  di d my  n a i l s  for the  
f i r s t  t i m e ,  c u t t i n g  t he  c u t i c l e s  and f i l i n g  t h e m  to  
s h a p e  b e f o r e  a p p l y i n g  p o l i s h .  I c o u l d n ’t g e t  o v e r  how  
f e m i n i n e  and n i c e  t h e y  m a d e  my  h a n d s  l o o k .  The  
n e x t  day  C a r o l  c am e b a c k  f r om a s h o p p i n g  e x c u r s i o n  
w i t h  t h r e e  m o r e  p a i r  of  p u mp s  for m e ,  one  b l a c k  p a t 
e n t ,  o ne  y e l l o w  and o n e  p i n k .  Wi th t h e s e  p l u s  t he  
w h i t e  o n e s  I ha d  she  s a i d  I c o u l d  we a r  any  of  her  d a y 
t i m e  d r e s s e s  and be p r o p e r l y  d r e s s e d .

Thus  t he  f i r s t  s ix  w e e k s  p a s s e d  and J o h n n y  was  
g r a d u a l l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  to J a n e t .  I g o t  t he  n a m e  J a n e t
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f rom C a r o l ,  who  d e c i d e d  i t  was  mo r e  in c h a r a c t e r  to  
h a v e  a f e m i n i n e  n a m e .  She  l i k e d  t he  n a m e  and as i t  
was s o m e w h a t  l i k e  my  own we d e c i d e d  to use  i t .  When  
I was  a l o n e  i n  the  a p a r t m e n t  I w o u l d  at t i m e s  s t udy  
m y s e l f  i n  t h e  mi r r o r ,  a r r a y e d  in t h o s e  l o v e l y  c l o t h e s  
of  hers  and j u s t  h o p e  I c o u l d  w e a r  t h e m  for t he  r e s t  o f  
my l i f e .  And wh e n  C a r o l  s u g g e s t e d  one  n i g h t  t h a t  we 
t a k e  a w a l k  ar ound  the  b l o c k  in the  d a r k n e s s ,  I was  
b e s i d e  m y s e l f  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t .  I was  w e a r i n g  a l i t t l e  
p i nk  s h e a t h ,  wi t h  an Eat on  c o l l a r  and s hor t  s l e e v e s ,  
and of  c o u r s e  my p i nk  p u m p s .  She  i n s p e c t e d  me  t h o r 
o u g h l y  and d e c i d e d  a p i n k  ba g  and w h i t e  t o p p e r  w o u l d  
c o m p l e t e  t he  o u t f i t .  She  f l u f f e d  up my h a i r  a b i t  and  
t h e n  a s ke d  i f  I was  r e a d y .  In a v o i c e  I h a r d l y  r e c o g 
n i z e d  as my  own I t o l d  her  I was  and o f f  we  w e n t .  As 
we w a l k e d  t o g e t h e r ,  our s k i r t s  s w i n g i n g  i n  u n i s o n  and 
our h e e l s  c l i c k i n g  on t he  hard p a v e m e n t ,  I was  i n  a 
d r e a m .  I f e l t  I was  f l o a t i n g  t wo  f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  w a l k .  
When we had c o m p l e t e d  one  c i r c l e  of  t h e  b l o c k ,  I s u g 
g e s t e d  we  do i t  a g a i n , a n d  she a g r e e d .  But w h e n  we  
had c o m p l e t e d  t he  s e c o n d  c i r c u i t  and I s t i l l  w a n t e d  to  
w a l k  s o m e  mo r e  she  s u g g e s t e d  we r e t u r n  to t he  a p a r t 
m e n t .

As we we r e  g o i n g  up i n  the  e l e v a t o r  a Mrs .  T h o m a s  
a w o m a n  t h a t  l i v e d  i n  one  o f  t he  a d j o i n i n g  a p a r t m e n t s  
g ot  in and C a r o l  had to  i n t r o d u c e  us .  I t r i e d  to r a i s e  
my v o i c e  a l i t t l e  as I a c k n o w l e d g e d  t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n .  
C a r o l  t o l d  her  I was  a f r i e n d  v i s i t i n g  f rom o ut  of  t o wn  
and w o u l d  be  w i t h  he r  a w h i l e .  T h e  w o m a n  m a d e  her  
p r o m i s e  t h a t  we w o u l d  v i s i t  her  at  her  a p a r t m e n t  s o o n  
and s pend t he  e v e n i n g .  When we g o t  b a c k  to our own  
a p a r t m e n t ,  C a r o l  was  a l i t t l e  w o r r i e d .  She  s a i d  I had  
c a r r i e d  my part  o f f  w e l l ,  but  my v o i c e ,  w h i c h  was  
l o w for a gir-1 m i g h t  g i v e  me  a w a y .  For t he  n e x t  s e v 
e r a l  days  I t r i e d  to t r a i n  my v o i c e  a b i t  h i g h e r  and 
s u c c e e d e d  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  s t i l l  c o n s i d e r e d  a b i t  l o w  for  
a p e t i t e  g i r l  s uch as I a p p e a r  to  b e .  But my  f i r s t  e x 
c u r s i o n  i n  p u b l i c  was  a s u c c e s s  and t h i s  l e d  to o t h e r s .  
We w e n t  to  a m o v i e  o ne  n i g h t  and t h e n  we e v e n  had  
d i n n e r  i n  a r e s t a u r a n t .  I now b e g a n  to f e e l  as w e l l  as 
a c t  l i k e  J a n e t .  A l l  s e m b l e n c e  of  J o h n n y  had d i s a p p e a r 
ed and i n  a c t u a l  f a c t  I was  J a n e t .  B i l l  had  k e p t  in  
t o u c h  wi t h  C a r o l  by p h o n e  but  h a d n ’t m a d e  h i s  a p p e a r 
a n c e  at  her  a p a r t m e n t .  C a r o l  c a l l e d  h i m  o ne  da y  and  
s u g g e s t  t h e y  h a v e  d i n n e r  t o g e t h e r .  T h e y  w e r e  to m e e t
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at  a r e s t a u r a n t  i n  t he  suburbs ,  and Ca r o l  p r o m i s e d  h i m  
a s u r p r i s e .  For t h i s  o c c a s i o n  she t o l d  me  to w e a r  her  
b l a c k  s h e a t h  and t he  p a t e n t  p u m p s .  I was  a m a z e d  t h a t  
she w a n t e d  m e  to go  and f r a n k l y  was  a f r a i d  to  do so .
She  t o l d  m e  t h a t  i t  was  b e s t  t h a t  B i l l  know wh a t  we  
w e r e  up to so t h a t  he  c o u l d  t h e n  d e t e r m i n e  wh a t  we  
w e r e  to do i n  the  f u t u r e .  And so I s p e n t  mo r e  t i m e  
t h a n  u s u a l  w i t h  my  m a k e u p  and d r e s s .  C a r o l  g a v e  me  
one  of  her  m i n k  s t o l e s  to  we a r  and t he  t wo  o f  us l o o k e d  
to  a l l  the  wo r l d  l i k e  t wo  v e r y  p r e t t y  w e l l  dressed y o u n g  
w o m e n .  We d r o v e  to  t he  r e s t a u r a n t  and B i l l  was  w a i t 
i n g  for us .  C a r o l  i n t r o d u c e d  me  as a f r i e n d  of  h e r s .
B i l l  a s k e d  i f  t h i s  was  t he  s u r p r i s e  and I kne w he  d i d n ’t 
r e c o g n i z e  m e .  As we  w e r e  h a v i n g  c o c k t a i l s  B i l l  k e p t  
l o o k i n g  at  me  and s u g g e s t e d  t ha t  he  had m e t  m e  b e f o r e ,  
and t h e n  C a r o l  l a u g h i n g l y  t o l d  h i m  t ha t  I was J o h n n y .  
B i l l  n e a r l y  f e l l  out  of  h i s  c h a i r ,  but  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  
w a s n ’t a c h a n c e  i n  t he  wo r l d  t h a t  I w o u l d  be r e c o g n i z e d  
as I w a s .  So i t  was  d e c i d e d  t ha t  I s h o u l d  s t ay  in d r e s s 
es  u n t i l  t h e y  c o u l d  c l e a r  me  i n  the  r o b b e r y .  So for  
t he  n e x t  m o n t h  C a r o l  and I had t he  f r e e d o m  of  t he  c i t y  
and w e n t  e v e r y w h e r e  t o g e t h e r .

It was  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  Mrs .  T h o m a s  as ke d  
us to he r  a p a r t m e n t  one  e v e n i n g  for a v i s i t .  I was  
w e a r i n g  a ne w l i g h t  b l u e  s h i r t w a i s t  dres s  t ha t  C a r o l  had  
j u s t  p u r c h a s e d  a l o n g  wi t h  my b l u e  s h o e s ,  and a v e r y  
p r e t t y  p i c t u r e  I m a d e .  My h a i r  t h o u g h  s t i l l  s hor t  l o o k 
ed l o v e l y  t h a t  n i g h t  as I had g o n e  to t he  b e a u t y  pa r l o r  
w i t h  C a r o l  t ha t  a f t e r n o o n  for t he  f i r s t  t i m e .  I f e l t  and 
l o o k e d  v e r y  f e m i n i n e  and w i t h  a t h r i l l  of  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
we w a l k e d  do wn t h e  h a l l  to Mrs.  Th o ma s *  a p a r t m e n t .
As she  l e t  us in I c o u l d  s e e  a t a l l  g o o d  l o o k i n g  y o u n g  
m a n  o f  a b o u t  t w e n t y  f i v e  s i t t i n g  in a c h a i r  i n  t he  l i v 
i n g  r o o m .  I h e s i t a t e d  but  Mrs .  T h o m a s  t o o k  my arm 
i n  one  h a nd  and C a r o l ' s  in t he  o t he r  and g u i d e d  us i n t o  
t h e  r o o m .  She  i n t r o d u c e d  us to t h e  ma n ,  who i t  t u r n 
ed out  was  her  son who  was  i n  t own for a f e w days  on 
b u s i n e s s ,  and was  s t a y i n g  wi t h  h i s  m o t h e r .  As Larry  
r o s e  to a c k n o w l e d g e  t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  I c o u l d  f e e l  hi s  
e y e s  l o o k i n g  me  o v e r  v e r y  t h o r o u g h l y  and I f e l t  v e r y  
c o n s c i o u s  o f  t he  c l o t h i n g  I was  w e a r i n g  and f e l t  s o m e 
w h a t  t h a t  h i s  g a z e  p e n e t r a t e d  my d i s g u i s e .  I was  a 
l i t t l e  n e r v o u s  at  f i r s t ,  but  g r a d u a l l y  I b e g a n  to  f e e l  
m o r e  at  e a s e  i n  t he  r o l e  o f  J a n e t  and I f e l l  r i g h t  in  
w i t h  t he  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  Larry k e p t  s h o o t i n g  f u r t i v e
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g l a n c e s  i n  my d i r e c t i o n  and I k n e w he  r e a l l y  l i k e d  
wh a t  he  s a w.  F r a n k l y ,  I l i k e d  t he  g l e a m  in h i s  e y e  
and u n c o n s c i o u s l y  d i s p l a y e d  a l i t t l e  mo r e  n y l o n  t h a n  I 
s h o u l d  h a v e .

Abo ut  t e n  o ’c l o c k  Larry s u g g e s t e d  we  a l l  go  for  
an i c e  c r e a m  s o d a .  Mrs .  T h o m a s  d e c l i n e d  and C a r o l  
p l e a d e d  a h e a d a c h e ,  but  b e f o r e  I c o u l d  d e c l i n e  she  
s u g g e s t e d  Larry and I go  out  t o g e t h e r .  I l o o k e d  at her  
wi t h  p a n i c  in my e y e s  and c o u l d  h a v e  k i l l e d  her  t h e n  
and t h e r e ,  but  Larry t h o u g h t  i t  was  a g r e a t  i d e a ,  so I 
w e n t  b a c k  to  t he  a p a r t m e n t  to p i c k  up my ba g  and 
t o p p e r ,  and w i t h  Larry h o l d i n g  my  arm we w a l k e d  down  
the  s t r e e t  to  a n e a r b y  i c e  c r e a m  s t o r e .  I was  a c t u a l l y  
on my f i r s t  d a t e !  It k e p t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  my  m i n d  and  
I c o u l d n ’t b e l i e v e  i t  was  r e a l l y  m e .  But w h e n  we  sat  
down and o r d e r e d  I l o o k e d  ar ound  t he  r o o m to s e e  i f  
a n y o n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o t h e r  g i r l s  n o t i c e d  how h a n d s o m e  
Larry was ,  and I was  h a p p y  I had c o m e .  A f t e r  t he  i c e  
c r e a m  he  s u g g e s t e d  we t a k e  a w a l k  and as we  di d he  
t o l d  me  a b o u t  h i s  b u s i n e s s  and w h a t  he  was  d o i n g  in  
t o w n .  I a c t e d  as l a d y  l i k e  as p o s s i b l e  and m a d e  a v e r y  
good  l i s t e n e r .  When we  r e t u r n e d  to t he  a p a r t m e n t  
b u i l d i n g  he  t o o k  me  to t he  door  and w h i l e  I was  t h i n k 
i n g  of  wa y s  to ward h i m  o f f  he  t o o k  my  hand and t h a n k 
ed me  for a w o n d e r f u l  e v e n i n g  and a s k e d  i f  he  c o u l d  
c a l l  m e .  I ’m a f r a i d  I b l u s h e d  j u s t  t h e n  and,  s t u t t e r 
i n g  s o m e w h a t ,  t o l d  h i m  y e s ,  and t h a n k e d  h i m  for a 
w o n d e r f u l  t i m e .  In t h e  a p a r t m e n t  I f o u n d  C a r o l  up 
w a i t i n g  for me  and t o l d  her  of  our d a t e .  She  s a i d  I 
had d o n e  q u i t e  w e l l  and s u g g e s t e d  I a c c e p t  h i s  n e x t  
i n v i t a t i o n  i f  i t  c a m e ,  as t h i s  t y p e  of  t r a i n i n g  was  g o o d  
for me  i f  I e x p e c t e d  to  c o n t i n u e  l i v i n g  as J a n e t .  T h e  
n e x t  a f t e r n o o n  Larry c a l l e d  and a s k e d  m e  out  to d i n n e r  
and t h e a t r e  t h a t  n i g h t .  I a c c e p t e d  and s p e n t  t he  a f t e r 
no o n  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n .  I wor e  one  of  C a r o l ’ s b e s t  d r e s s 
e s ,  a l o v e l y  c o c k t a i l  dres s  i n  b l a c k ,  w i t h  an i l l u s i o n  
top and shor t  s l e e v e s ,  t i g h t  b l a c k  s e q u i n  b o d i c e  and  
b o u f f a n t  s k i r t  w i t h  yar ds  a n d - y a r d s  of  t u l l e .  I wo r e  
my b l a c k  p a t e n t  p u mp s  and C a r o l  l o a n e d  m e  her  p e n 
da nt  w h i c h  had one  l a r g e  b l a c k  p e a r l  s e t  i n  i t ,  and  
her  b l a c k  p e a r l  e a r r i n g s .  Her s t o l e  and e v e n i n g  ba g  
c o m p l e t e d  t he  e n s e m b l e  and I k n e w t he  t r o u b l e  I had  
t a k e n  in p r e p a r a t i o n  was  wor t h  i t  w h e n  I saw L a r r y ’ s 
e x p r e s s i o n .  Hi s  e y e s  o p e n e d  w i d e  and h e  j u s t  s h o o k  
hi s  h e a d  and s a i d  " W o w ” .
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T h e  e v e n i n g  was  t he  g r a n d e s t  I c a n  r e m e m b e r .
Fi rs t ,  d i n n e r  at  a m o s t  b e a u t i f u l  r e s t a u r a n t  w h e r e  t he  
s t r o l l i n g  m u s i c i a n s  p l a y e d  s e v e r a l  s o ng s  a t  our t a b l e .  
T h e n  to  t h e  t h e a t r e  for a w o n d e r f u l  m u s i c a l  and a f t e r 
ward to an i n t i m a t e  c l u b  t h a t  s p e c i a l i z e d  in J a z z .  In 
t h e  w e e  hours  o f  t he  m o r n i n g  we  a r r i v e d  h o m e  and a g a i n
I was  at  my door  and t u r n e d  to  t h a n k  Larry for t h e  e v e n 
i n g .  As I t u r n e d  he  s t e p p e d  f or war d  and t o o k  me  i n  
h i s  a r m s .  I r e s i s t e d  at  f i r s t  but  t h e n  r e l a x e d  and a l l o w 
ed h i m  to ki s s  m e  g o o d  n i g h t .  S i n c e  he  was  l e a v i n g  
t o w n  t h e  n e x t  da y  I f e l t  I w o u l d  no t  be  s e e i n g  h i m
a g a i n  so I p l a y e d  my  part  w e l l .  C a r o l  was  as e x c i t e d
as I w h e n  I t o l d  her  of  t he  e v e n i n g  and she h u g g e d  me  
i n  a g i r l i s h  wa y  w h e n  I t o l d  her  of  t he  k i s s .  My w h o l e  
l i f e  at  t h i s  t i m e  was  l i k e  a d r e a m ,  but  t he  rude  a w a k 
e n i n g  c a m e  a f e w da y s  l a t e r .

B i l l  c a l l e d  to  t e l l  us t h a t  the  p o l i c e  had c a u g h t  
t he  r e a l  c r i m i n a l  and t ha t  t h e y  w e r e  no l o n g e r  l o o k i n g  
for m e  and I was  f r e e  to g o  h o m e .  I f e l t  t e r r i b l e  and 
a c t u a l l y  s a t  do wn  and c r i e d .  C a r o l  t r i e d  to c o m f o r t  
m e  as she  d i d n ’ t w a n t  t o  l o s e  J a n e t  for a f r i e n d  any  
m o r e  t h a n  I w a n t e d  to  b e c o m e  J o h n n y  a g a i n .  T h a t  
n i g h t  B i l l  c a m e  o v e r  and s e e i n g  me  s t i l l  d r e s s e d  as a 
g i r l  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h a t  be my  l a s t  n i g h t  at  C a r o l ’s.
He f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t e d  I g e t  a h a i r c u t  i n  t he  m o r n i n g  
and r e t u r n  h o m e  and he  had c a l l e d  our m o t h e r  to t e l l  
her  t he  n e ws  and t h a t  I w o u l d  r e t u r n  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  I 
f e l t  c r u s h e d  and sat  up h a l f  t he  n i g h t  wi t h  C a r o l  a l t e r 
n a t e l y  c r y i n g  and t h r e a t e n i n g  to  p a c k  s o m e  c l o t h e s  
and run a w a y .  But we bo t h  k n e w  i t  was  h o p e l e s s ,  and  
t h a t  I w o u l d  h a v e  to  r e t u r n  h o m e .

T h e  n e x t  day  I d o n n e d  my  ol d c l o t h e s  and h a t e d  
t h e m .  T h e y  f e l t  so u n c o m f o r t a b l e  and r o u g h .  I 
s c r u b b e d  a l l  t r a c e s  of  m a k e u p  f r o m  my  f a c e  and c l i p 
ped  my  f i n g e r n a i l s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  t r i m m e d  and q u i t e  
l o n g .  I w a s h e d  t he  s e t  out  of  my h a i r  and br us he d  i t  
b a c k  as b e s t  I c o u l d ,  but  i t  s t i l l  l o o k e d  f e m i n i n e .  In 
f a c t  C a r o l  s a i d  I had b e t t e r  l e a r n  t o  w a l k  as a boy  
and t a k e  l o n g e r  s t e p s .  A f t e r  a sad f a r e w e l l  to C a r o l ,
I w e n t  t o  a b a r b e r  s hop and a f t e r  s o m e  k i d d i n g  by the  
b a r b e r s  I g o t  my  h a i r  c u t  s hor t  and r e t u r n e d  h o m e .

My m o t h e r  was  g l a d  t o  s e e  m e ,  but  my  f a t h e r  s t i l l  
w o u l d  h a v e  n o t h i n g  to do w i t h  m e .  I m o p e d  around
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t he  h o u s e  for a f e w  days  and w e n t  to s e e  s o m e  of  t he  
ol d g a n g ,  but  i t  j u s t  w a s n ' t  t he  s a m e  a n y m o r e .  I k e p t  
t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  C a r o l ,  t h o s e  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s ,  Larry,  
my d a t e  wi t h  h i m ,  e t c .  E v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  s e e m e d  so 
c o m m o n p l a c e  and t he  drab s u r r o u n d i n g s  we r e  w o r s e .
My f a t h e r  k e p t  t e l l i n g  m e  to g e t  a j o b  and h e l p  s u p p o r t  
m y s e l f ,  and I t r i e d  a c o u p l e  of  t i m e s .  I e v e n  g o t  a 
j o b  in a gas  s t a t i o n  but  I c o u l d n ’ t h o l d  i t .  J a n e t  was  
s t i l l  l u r k i n g  w i t h i n  and I f ound  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n c e n 
t r a t e  on a n y t h i n g  so m a s c u l i n e .  I l o s t  a s e c o n d  j ob  
d r i v i n g  a d e l i v e r y  t r u c k  and t h e n  I w e n t  b a c k  to h a n g 
i n g  around w i t h  my  o l d c r o n i e s .  It  w a s n ' t  l o n g  a f t e r 
ward t h a t  I g o t  i n  t r o u b l e  a g a i n  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e .  A 
group of  us w e r e  out  one  n i g h t  w h e n  a g a n g  of  f e l l o w s  
f rom a n o t h e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n v a d e d  ours and a g a n g  
f i g h t  s t a r t e d .  I was  c a u g h t  in t he  m i d d l e  and a l t h o u g h  
I was  t r y i n g  to e s c a p e  and had to  b a t t e r  my  wa y  t h r o u g h  
t he  group I did not  m a k e  i t  b e f o r e  t h e  p o l i c e  a r r i v e d  
and we w e r e  a l l  a r r e s t e d  and t a k e n  to  t h e  s t a t i o n .  I 
c a l l e d  B i l l  who  c a m e  and g o t  me  o u t .  My f a t h e r  had  
h e a r d  of  t h e  t r o u b l e  and was  f u r i o u s .  In f a c e ,  h e  or 
d e r e d  me  out  of  t he  h o u s e  and t o l d  me  no t  to  c o m e  
b a c k .

B i l l  t o o k  m e  to h i s  a p a r t m e n t  for t h e  n i g h t  and  
t he  n e x t  day  had a l o n g  t a l k  w i t h  m e .  I t r i e d  to t e l l  
h i m  t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  my  f a u l t  and e x p l a i n e d  ho w I had  
t r i e d  to  g e t  a j o b ,  but  n o t h i n g  s e e m e d  to c o m e  out  as  
p l a n n e d .  I s a i d  I w i s h e d  I w e r e  s t i l l  h i d i n g  at  C a r o l ’s 
and t h a t  t h e  days  I s p e n t  w i t h  her  w e r e  t he  h a p p i e s t  
in my l i f e .  T h a t  n i g h t  we  w e n t  to C a r o l ’s for d i n n e r  
and we a l l  d i s c u s s e d  s e n d i n g  m e  to a t r a d e  s c h o o l  so  
I c o u l d  m a k e  s o m e t h i n g  of  m y s e l f .  I h e l p e d  C a r o l  
wi t h  t he  d i s h e s  w h i l e  B i l l  m a d e  s o m e  p h o n e  c a l l s  a b o u t  
hi s  b u s i n e s s  and w h i l e  we  w e r e  i n  t he  k i t c h e n  I t o l d  
her  how m u c h  I m i s s e d  b e i n g  t h e r e  and ho w I m i s s e d  
J a n e t .  C a r o l  s u g g e s t e d  I c o m e  o v e r  t he  n e x t  a f t e r 
no o n  and,  i f  I w i s h e d ,  to  b r i n g  J a n e t  b a c k  for t he  d a y .  
My h e a r t  a l m o s t  s t o p p e d  w h e n  she  s u g g e s t e d  i t  and I 
a c c e p t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y .

I a r r i v e d  m u c h  b e f o r e  n o o n  t he  n e x t  day  and C a r o l  
mu s t  h a v e  k n o w n  I ’d be  e a r l y  for she  was  r e a d y  for  
m e .  She  l e d  me  to my o l d r o o m and t h e r e  l a i d  out  on 
t he  be d  was  a b e a u t i f u l  o r a n g e  s h e a t h ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
s o m e  l o v e l y  l a c y  u n d i e s  and my  w h i t e  p u m p s .  But
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t h e r e  was  a box  t h e r e  on t he  bed I had n e v e r  s e e n  b e 
f o r e .  I q u i c k l y  d r e s s e d  and C a r o l  o p e n e d  t he  box and 
h a n d e d  me  a l o v e l y  brown w i g ,  a l m o s t  t he  c o l o r  of  
my own h a i r .  She  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  l o o k  b e t t e r  
t h a n  my s hor t  h a i r .  I a p p l i e d  m a k e u p  and t h e n  w e n t  
to  t he  l i v i n g  r o o m .  For t he  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  m a n y  w e e k s  
I f e l t  r e l a x e d  and h a p p y .  I was  f l u s h e d  wi t h  e x c i t e m e n t  
and C a r o l  n o t i c e d  i t .  I a s k e d  t h a t  we go  out  as I 
c o u l d n ’t w a i t  to h e a r  my h e e l s  t a p p i n g  on t he  p a v e m e n t  
nor t he  f e e l  o f  my  s k i r t  b r u s h i n g  my l e g s .  We r e t u r n e d  
t o  t he  a p a r t m e n t  at  d i n n e r  t i m e  and p r e p a r e d  d i n n e r .  
When we had d o n e  the  d i s h e s  I was  t h i n k i n g  of  wa y s  to  
p r o l o n g  t h i s  day  w h e n  t he  door  b e l l  r a n g .  C a r o l  o p e n 
ed i t  and t h e r e  was  B i l l .  He was  v e r y  s u r p r i s e d  to s e e  
my t h e r e  d r e s s e d  as I was  and a s k e d  w h a t  i t  was  a l l  
a b o u t .  C a r o l ,  b l e s s  he r ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i t  was  her  
i d e a ,  and a f t e r  f i x i n g  dr i nks  for us,  she  e x p l a i n e d  to  
B i l l  t h a t  I s e e m e d  so h a p p y  wh e n  d r e s s e d  as a g i r l  and 
s e e m e d  to  be a d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n .  B i l l  a g r e e d  t h a t  I 
di d  l o o k  g o o d  and l a u g h i n g l y  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  I d i d n ’ t 
s e e m  t o  g e t  i n t o  t r o u b l e  w h e n  I was  J a n e t ,  as I did  
w h e n  I was  J o h n n y .

We t h r e e  d i s c u s s e d  the  s i t u a t i o n  f ur t he r  and Bi l l  
c a r e f u l l y  q u e s t i o n e d  me  as to  my d e s i r e s  and a p p a r e n t  
h a p p i n e s s  w h e n  d r e s s e d  i n  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g .  It was  
d e c i d e d  t h a t  I m i g h t  m o v e  b a c k  wi t h  C a r o l  for a w h i l e .  
B i l l  a l s o  m a d e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  I l o o k e d  l i k e  a 
g i r l ,  to a l l  t he  w o r l d ,  I was  s t i l l  a m a l e  and t h a t  i f  
he  f ound  any i n d i c a t i o n  of  my f o r g e t t i n g  i t  he w o u l d  
h a v e  n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  to  do wi t h  m e ,  nor c o u l d  I c o n 
t i n u e  to l i v e  w i t h  C a r o l .  I was  w o r r i e d ,  b e c a u s e  
s i n c e  I s t a r t e d  w e a r i n g  f e m a l e  a t t i r e  I h a d n ’ t t h o u g h t  
l i k e  a b o y ,  but  r a t h e r  l i k e  a g i r l .  I t h o u g h t  of  my  
d a t e  w i t h  Larry and t h e  k i s s ,  and I b e g a n  to w o n d e r  
a b o u t  m y s e l f  and I had p l e n t y  of  t i m e  to  t h i n k  a b o u t  
i t .  One  n i g h t  w h i l e  C a r o l  and I w e r e  w a t c h i n g  t e l e 
v i s i o n ,  she  b r o u g h t  t he  brush and c o m b  out ,  as t he  
n e x t  day  was  her  m o r n i n g  at the  b e a u t y  p a r l o r .  I, as 
u s u a l ,  b r u s h e d  h e r  h a i r ,  and t h e n  p l a y i n g  around wi t h  
i t  c r e a t e d  a ne w h a i r - d o .  She  was  a m a z e d  and c o m 
p l i m e n t e d  me  on my  c r e a t i v e  a b i l i t y .  We d i s c u s s e d  i t  
for a w h i l e  and I a d m i t t e d  I l i k e d  w o r k i n g  l i k e  t h a t  
and w o n d e r e d  out  l o u d  i f  I c o u l d  m a k e  a g o o d  b e a u t y  
o p e r a t o r .  The  n e x t  day  C a r o l ,  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i n g  i t  wi t h  
B i l l ,  t o l d  m e  I c o u l d  go t o  b e a u t y  s c h o o l  i f  I w i s h e d
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and I q u i c k l y  a g r e e d .  H e r e  was  a c h a n c e  to l e a r n  a 
t r a d e  at  w h i c h  I s h o w e d  s o m e  p r o m i s e ,  but  b e s t  of  a l l  
one  I r e a l l y  f e l t  I w o u l d  l i k e .

So J a n e t  e n t e r e d  a b e a u t y  s c h o o l  and s p e n t  f i v e  
hours  a day  l e a r n i n g  a l l  a b o u t  b e a u t y  w o r k .  One o f  
t he  o t h e r  g i r l s  t a k i n g  t he  c o u r s e  was  my p a r t n e r .  Her  
n a m e  was  Ann,  and she was  a t a l l  b r u n e t t e  w i t h  a 
b e a u t i f u l  f i g u r e .  She  and I h i t  i t  o f f  f r o m t he  s t a r t  
and for t h r e e  w e e k s  we  w e r e  c o n s t a n t  c o m p a n i o n s .
One e v e n i n g  a f t e r  s c h o o l  she and I w e n t  out  for our 
d i n n e r  and she  i n v i t e d  me  to  h e r  a p a r t m e n t  to  l i s t e n  
to  s o m e  ne w r e c o r d s .  A l l  d u r i n g  my  t i m e  at  s c h o o l  I 
a c t e d  and f e l t  l i k e  n o t h i n g  o t h e r  t ha n  a y o u n g  l a d y ,  
and thus  I f e l t  as a g i r l  f r i e n d  to A n n .  At  her  a p a r t 
m e n t  we l i s t e n e d  to  s o m e  m u s i c  and she  a s k e d  me  i f  I 
c o u l d  Cha Cha Ch a .  I t o l d  her  I c o u l d n ’ t,  i n  f a c t  
t h a t  I c o u l d n ’ t d a n c e  at  a l l .  She  o f f e r e d  to t e a c h  m e  
s o m e  s t e ps  and I a g r e e d .  As we  d a n c e d  i n  e a c h  o t h e r s  
arms  I f e l t  s o m e t h i n g  n e w s t i r r i n g  i n s i d e  m e .  Ann  
was ,  as I s a i d ,  a m o s t  a t t r a c t i v e  g i r l ,  and I s u d d e n l y  
f e l t  m o r e  for her  t ha n  j u s t  w h a t  a g i r l  f r i e n d  w o u l d  
f e e l .  As I h e l d  he r  i n  my  arms  I f e l t  wa r m and e x c i t 
ed and w i t h o u t  w a r n i n g  I k i s s e d  h e r .  She  s t r u g g l e d  
and pu s h e d  m e  a w a y ,  and as I f e l l  b a c k  on t he  s o f a ,  
my w i g  s l i p p e d  and l a n d e d  on my  e a r .  A n n ’ s m o u t h  
and e y e s  o p e n e d  i n  s u r p r i s e ,  and as I t h i n k  o f  t he  l o o k  
on her  f a c e  I h a v e  to l a u g h  n o w .  I n e v e r  saw s uch  
s u r p r i s e  r e g i s t e r e d  on a f a c e  b e f o r e .  So I e x p l a i n e d  
a l l  f rom t he  b e g i n n i n g  to  t he  e n d ,  and Ann j u s t  sat  
t h e r e  and s h o o k  h e r  h e a d .  She  c o u l d n ’ t b e l i e v e  t h a t  
I was  a m a n ,  but  a f t e r  t he  s h o c k  wo r e  o f f ,  she  h e l p e d  
s t r a i g h t e n  my  w i g  and w a t c h e d  m e  r e p a i r  my m a k e u p .  
She a s k e d  me  m a n y  q u e s t i o n s  and I s h o w e d  her  by u n 
b u t t o n i n g  my dres s  t h a t  I r e a l l y  wo r e  f a l s i e s  and tha t 
I was  a m a n .  She  t h e n  s t a r t e d  to l a u g h  and s e e m e d  to  
e n j o y  the  s i t u a t i o n .  She  p r o m i s e d  to  s ay  n o t h i n g  t o  
a n y o n e  at  s c h o o l ,  and I s a i d  g o o d  n i g h t  t o  h e r .

For t he  n e x t  s e v e r a l  d a y s  we c o n t i n u e d  w o r k i n g  
t o g e t h e r  and m a n y  t i m e s  I c a u g h t  he r  l o o k i n g  at  m e  
and s t u d y i n g  m e .  T h a t  n i g h t  she  a s k e d  m e  t o  go out  
to d i n n e r  and a m o v i e  w i t h  h e r ,  and so I r e t u r n e d  to  
C a r o l ’ s a p a r t m e n t  to  d r e s s .  As i t  was  now f a l l  I wo r e  
a s i m p l e  w o o l  p l a i d  s h i r t w a i s t  and red p u m p s ,  and  
b o r r o w e d  C a r o l ’s l i g h t  w o o l  c o a t .  When I m e t  Ann,
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she  c o m p l i m e n t e d  my  a t t i r e  and we w e n t  to  d i n n e r  and  
a m o v i e .  She  t h e n  s u g g e s t e d  we go to her  p l a c e .
When we w e r e  s e t t l e d ,  she  m a d e  h i g h b a l l s  and as we  
s i p p e d  t h e m  she  t u r n e d  on the  p h o n o g r a p h ,  and a s k e d  
m e  to d a n c e  w i t h  h e r .  T h i s  t i m e  she k i s s e d  m e ,  and I 
l o n g i n g l y  r e t u r n e d  i t .  T h e  ki s s  was  a l o n g  one  and  
w h e n  i t  was  o v e r  I t h o u g h t  how our l i p s t i c k s  had b l e n d 
e d .  T h o u g h  we  b o t h  wo r e  p e r f u m e ,  h i g h  h e e l s  and 
d r e s s e s ,  I f e l t  mo r e  l i k e  a ma n  t han  I e v e r  had b e f o r e .  
We k i s s e d  m a n y  t i m e s  b e f o r e  t he  e v e n i n g  was  o v e r ,  and  
Ann c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  she  was  f a l l i n g  for m e .  When she  
s a i d  t h a t  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I had a l r e a d y  f a l l e n  i n  l o v e  
w i t h  h e r ,  but  I a s k e d  her  how she  c o u l d  l o v e  me  d r e s s 
i n g  and l o o k i n g  as I d i d .  She  t o l d  me  t h a t  i t  m a d e  the  
w h o l e  t h i n g  m o r e  i n t r i g u i n g  and t h a t  she  w a n t e d  me  
m o r e  t h a n  any m a n  she k n e w b e c a u s e  I c o u l d  be bot h  
bo y  f r i e n d  and g i r l  f r i e n d  to h e r .

So t h i s  a b o u t  b r i n g s  my s t ory  up to d a t e .  Ann and 
I are  a b o u t  to  g r a d u a t e  f rom b e a u t y  s c h o o l  and we  
w i l l  g e t  m a r r i e d  r i g h t  a f t e r w a r d s .  I m a y  h a v e  to don  
m a l e  a t t i r e  to do i t ,  but  we bo t h  a g r e e  t h a t  i f  I do,  
i t  w i l l  be  t he  l a s t  t i m e .  B i l l  and C a r o l  are  bo t h  c r a z y  
a b o u t  Ann t o o  and f e e l  t h a t  we w i l l  m a k e  a go  o f  our 
m a r r i a g e .  B i l l  i s  s t a k i n g  us to t he  p r i c e  of  a b e a u t y  
shop w h i c h  we  w i l l  o p e r a t e ,  and I ' m sure t he  f u t u r e  
w i l l  be a h a p p y  o n e .  I f  y o u  are  e v e r  in our n e i g h b o r 
h o o d ,  s top i n  and say h e l l o .  You w i l l  f i nd  a c u t e  
l i t t l e  b e a u t y  s hop o p e r a t e d  by t wo  w o m e n .  We are  
n a m i n g  i t ,  l o g i c a l l y  e n o u g h  "J a n-  A n n - E t *s Be a u t y  
S e c  r e t s ” .
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Adventure in Berlin
b y  G in a  ( 4 4 - S - l )

T h e  f a s t  t r a i n  f r om my h o m e  t o wn  was  a p p r o a c h i n g  
t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of  t h e  v a s t  c i t y  of  B e r l i n ,  c a p i t o l  o f  Ge r 
m a n y .  It was  on a S a t u r d a y  i n  A u g u s t ,  1936 ,  c l o s e  to  
n o o n  h o u r .  When t he  b r a k e s  s q u e a l e d  t o  s l o w  t h e  s p e e d 
i n g  t r a i n .  I s u d d e n l y  a w o k e  f r om my far a w a y  d r e a m s  
b a c k  i n t o  r e a l i t y .  My h e a r t  b e g a n  to  p o und  f a s t e r .
What  w o u l d  t he  a f t e r n o o n  in t o wn  be  l i k e ,  t o d a y ?  Woul d  
t h e  d r e a m s  and v i s i o n s  w h i c h  we r e  w i t h  me  a l l  t h r o u g h  
t he  w e e k  c o m e  t r u e ?

What  a s t r e n u o u s  and t i r e s o m e  w e e k  i t  had b e e n  
a t t e n d i n g  t o  my  d a i l y  d u t i e s ,  at  my  d e s k  in c a m p  wi t h  
r e p o r t s  and o r de r s ,  or l o n g  b e f o r e  dawn l e a d i n g  t he  
t a n k s  of  our b a t a l l i o n  t o  t h e  f i r i n g  r a n g e ,  and t h e n  r i d 
i n g  a l l  day  on t op  o f  t he  s t e e l  m o n s t e r s ,  w a t c h i n g  and 
d i r e c t i n g  t he  g u n n e r s ,  s h o u t i n g  t h r o u g h  t he  b e l l o w s  of  
t h e  guns  and t h e  roar of  t h e  e n g i n e s .  Or i n  t he  e v e n 
i n g s ,  b a c k  i n  c a m p ,  s i t t i n g  a m o n g  my f r i e n d s  in t he  
o f f i c e r s  c l u b ,  d r i n k i n g  and t a l k i n g  a b o u t  cars  or h o r s e s ,  
h u n t i n g  or w h a t  n o t ?  T h e r e  was  m e n ’ s b u s i n e s s ,  t o u g h  
and r o u g h ,  and I was  proud o f  i t ,  proud of  b e i n g  one  of  
t h e m ,  w e a r i n g  t he  u n i f o r m  o f  t he  r e - a c t i v a t e d  G e r m a n  
A r my .

But t h e r e  was  a l s o  my  a l t e r  e g o ,  s w e e t  and d a i n t y ,  
w a i t i n g  to c o m e  to  l i f e  w h e n  I was  a l o n e  wi t h  m y s e l f  
i n  t h e  ho ur s  of  r e s t  and r e l a x a t i o n  in the  r o o m o f  my  
a p a r t m e n t .  Ye s ,  t h e r e  was  Gi n a ,  t he  s w e e t  c h i l d  and  
g i r l  i n  o n e ,  w i t h  her  d r e a m s  o f  l e g s  i n  s i l k y  s t o c k i n g s ,  
o f  t h e  s wi s h  and s w i r l  of  l i n g e r i e  and s k i r t s  and w i t h  her  
c o n s t a n t  d e s i r e  to  c o m e  out  i n t o  r e a l i t y .

How c o u l d  I e v e r  f o r g e t  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t he  p r e 
v i o u s  S a t u r d a y  on a n o t h e r  l e a v e  i n  B e r l i n  w h e r e  I had  
p l a n n e d  to  v i s i t  my  c o u s i n !  W h i l e  t h e  t r a i n ,  l i k e  today,  
r o l l e d  t o w a r d  t h e  C i t y  I had g l a n c e d  t h r o u g h  a m a g a z i n e  
and,  q u i t e  by a c c i d e n t ,  my  e y e s  f e l l  upon  an ad i n  w h 
i c h  a Mrs .  K.  o f f e r e d  h e r  s e r v i c e s  in c o r s e t r y ,  a l s o  for  
m e n .  I had s e e n  t h i s  ad b e f o r e ,  but  at  t h i s  m o m e n t  i t  
s t r u c k  m e  q u i t e  f o r c i b l y  t h a t  h e r e  m i g h t  be  w h a t  Gi na
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had b e e n  l o o k i n g  for ,  for a l o n g  t i m e .  T h e  a d d r e s s  was  
n o t  m u c h  out  o f  my w a y ,  so why  n o t  try and s e e ?  As 
u s u a l  on my  l e a v e s ,  I was  i n  my  c i v i l i a n  c l o t h e s ,  so 
who w o u l d  k n o w?

In a f e w  m i n u t e s  t h e  s u b w a y  b r o u g h t  m e  f r o m t he  
d e p o t  to  t h e  f a m o u s  Zo o  s t a t i o n  n e a r  t h e  K u r f u e r s t e n -  
d a m m ,  t he  m o s t  f a s h i o n a b l e  pa r t  o f  B e r l i n ,  t h e n  as n o w .  
It was  at  t he  t i m e  of  t h e  g r e a t  O l y m p i c  g a m e s  h e l d  u n 
der H i t l e r  i n  B e r l i n .  T h e  c i t y  was  t e e m i n g  w i t h  p e o p l e  
f rom a l l  c o r n e r s  of  t he  wo r l d  and,  of  c o u r s e ,  H i t l e r  and  
hi s  f e l l o w s  t r i e d  to  m a k e  t he  m o s t  of  i t .  M o v i n g  t h r o u g h  
t h e  c r o w d s ,  I s o o n  r e a c h e d  t h e  s t r e e t  and t h e  a p a r t m e n t  
h o u s e  w h e r e  Mrs .  K.  l i v e d .  My b o s o m  f i l l e d  w i t h  a l l  
ki nd  of  e m o t i o n s  -  c o u r i o s i t y ,  e x p e c t a n c y  and n o t  l e a s t  
a b a g f u l l  o f  b a s h f u l l n e s s  and f e a r .  T h u s ,  I di d n o t  e n 
t er  t he  h o u s e  at  o n c e  but  w e n t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  l o o k i n g  
t h e  p l a c e  o v e r  to s e e  w h a t  i t  w o u l d  r e v e a l  o f  w h a t  was  
b e h i n d  t he  dark f a c a d e  w i t h  t he  m a n y  b i g  c u r t a i n e d  
w i n d o w s .  S l o w l y  I w a l k e d  a r ound t he  b l o c k ,  o n c e ,  
t w i c e ,  s u r v e y i n g  t he  s t r e e t  and t he  p e o p l e .  Was t h e r e  
a n y t h i n g  u n u s u a l ?  Any b r o w n - s h i r t s ? C o u l d  t h e r e  be  
any of  H i t l e r ’s s e c r e t  p o l i c e  a r ound w a t c h i n g  for s o m e 
o n e ?  But f i n a l l y  I c o u l d  t arry  no m o r e .  Q u i c k l y  I e n 
t e r e d  t he  h o u s e  and w e n t  up t he  s t a i r w a y  t o  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r ,  w h e r e  a s i g n  on t h e  door  s h e we d  t h a t  t h i s  was  Mrs .  
K . *s a p a r t m e n t .

I p u s h e d  t he  b e l l ,  and t he  door  was  o p e n e d  by a 
m a i d  i n  a n e a t  b l a c k  u n i f o r m  w i t h  a d a i n t y  w h i t e  l i t 
t l e  apron and a w h i t e  s e r v a n t ’ s c o i f .  A f t e r  I a s k e d  to  
s e e  Mrs.  K . ,  t he  m a i d  l e d  m e  t h r o u g h  a dark h a l l  i n t o  
one  of  t he  r o o ms  and i n v i t e d  m e  to w a i t .  Her  dark  
v o i c e  m a d e  m e  l o o k  at  her  m o r e  c l o s e l y .  Ye s ,  t h i s  
s e r v a n t  was  no m a i d  at  a l l  but  a w e l l  d r e s s e d  t r a n s v e s t 
i t e .  I was  at  t he  r i g h t  p l a c e .

Af t e r  a s hor t  w h i l e ,  Mrs.  K . ,  a l a d y  w e l l  i n  her  
f i f t i e s ,  e n t e r e d  t he  r o o m and we  sa t  do wn t o  our f i r s t  
e x p l o r i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  T h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  to  h i d e  here,  
and I s o o n  r e v e a l e d  to  her  my  t r a n s v e s t i t e  d e s i r e s .  How  
c o u l d  she  h e l p ?  L o o k i n g  m e  o v e r  she  s o o n  had m e  try  
a n i c e  ne w p i n k  b r o c a d e  and e l a s t i c  g i r d l e  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  
d e s i g n ,  and a l s o  p r o d u c e d  a p i n k  bra w i t h  v e r y  n a t u r a l  
l o o k i n g  i n s e r t s  w h i c h  o b v i o u s l y  w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  s o m e
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f l u i d  and w h i c h  i n  w e i g h t  and at  t o u c h  f e l t  a l m o s t  e x 
a c t l y  l i k e  a s a l  b o s o m .  A dark,  r e a l  h a i r  w i g  c o m 
p l e t e d  t he  p u r c h a s e s  o f  t he  day  w h i c h  I l e f t  at  t he  p l 
a c e  p l a n n i n g  t o  r e t ur n  t he  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k e n d .

T h i s  was  l a s t  w e e k  and now I was  on my  way  a g a i n .  
A l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e e k  w h e n  a l o n e  w i t h  m y s e l f ,  I had  
p l a n n e d  w h a t  t o  do n e x t .  Thus  l e a v i n g  t he  d e p o t  I w e n t  
f i r s t  t o  a l a r g e  s h o e  s t o r e .  He r e ,  I e x p l a i n e d ,  or b e t 
t er  t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  to t he  c l e r k  t h a t  I w a n t e d  a pa i r  
o f  h i g h  h e e l e d  l a d i e s  s h o e s ,  p r e t e n d i n g  t h a t  I had to  
w e a r  t h e m  i n a p l a y .  Wh e t h e r  or no t  t h e  g o o d  ma n  
b e l i e v e d  my  l a m e  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  I do no t  kn o w,  a l t h o u g h  
l o o k i n g  b a c k  n o w,  I h a v e  s o m e  d o u b t .  Be i t  as i t  m a y ,  
he  had  s o m e  f i n e  l a d i e s  p umps  for my  l a r g e  s i z e  f e e t ,  
and s o o n  I f o u n d  a p a i r  to  my  l i k i n g .  From t h e r e  I 
w e n t  i n t o  one  o f  t he  g r e a t  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e s  ne a r  the  
K u r f u e r s t e n d a m m ,  w h i c h  i s  B e r l i n ’s m o s t  f a s h i o n a b l e  
b o u l e v a r d .  H e r e ,  I f o u n d  my  s h o p p i n g  b u s i n e s s  mo r e  
e a s y  and l e s s  e m b a r r a s s i n g .  Or did I i m p r o v e  m y s e l f  
a l r e a d y ?  It was  no t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  t he  f r i e n d l y  and  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s a l e s l a d i e s  t h a t  I w a n t e d  to buy s t o c k i n g s  
and l i n g e r i e ,  p a n t i e s ,  c h e m i s e  and s l i p  for my o u t - o f -  
t o w n  w i f e .  Her  s i z e ?  W e l l ,  j u s t  a b o u t  t h e  s a m e  f i g 
ure  and h e i g h t  as m y s e l f .  T h i s  s e e m e d  to be  e n o u g h  to  
h a v e  he r  m a k e  t he  r i g h t  s e l e c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  I b o u g h t  a 
v e r y  n i c e ,  d e c e n t  g r a y  s t r e e t  dres s  and,  m a t c h i n g  i t ,  
a p r e t t y  b l u e  s t r aw h a t  w i t h  a c o q u e t t i s h  l i t t l e  v e i l  
ar ound  t he  b r i m s h a d o w i n g  t h e  e y e s ,  a l s o  g l o v e s ,  a 
h a n d b a g  and to c a r r y  a l l  my p u r c h a s e s ,  a b l a c k  p a t e n t  
l e a t h e r  s u i t c a s e .  I mu s t  a d m i t  t h a t  t h i s  s h o p p i n g  e x 
p e r i e n c e  was  v e r y  m u c h  to  my  l i k i n g .  I was  q u i t e  sur
p r i s e d  to s e e  h o w e a s y  i t  was  t o  d e a l  wi t h  t h e  s a l e s 
l a d i e s  wh o  s e e m e d  to  be  m u c h  mo r e  f r i e n d l y  and h e l p 
f u l .  S o o n  a f t e r  I a r r i v e d  w i t h  my n e w l y  a c q u i r e d  w a r d 
r o be  at  Mrs .  K . ’s p l a c e .

Now t h e  so m u c h  l o n g e d  for c h a n g e  t o o k  p l a c e .
Of f  c a m e  my  m a l e  c l o t h e s .  T h e  bra w i t h  i t s  i n s e r t s  
m a d e  my  b r e a s t s  l o o k  and f e e l  l i k e  a p r e t t y  g i r l ’s bosom.  
T h e  l a c e  t r i m m e d  p a n t i e  and c h e m i s e  c l u n g  c a r e s s i n g  
to  my  s k i n  w h i l e  t he  g i r d l e  f i r m l y  m o l d e d  my  w a i s t  and 
h i p s ,  and i t s  g a r t e r s  k e p t  t he  s i l k  s t o c k i n g  i n  p l a c e ,  r e 
v e a l i n g  a r a t h e r  p r e t t y  l o o k i n g  p a i r  of  l e g s .  A f t e r  the  
l a c y  s l i p  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  u n d e r w e a r ,  Mrs .  K.  w e n t  to
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w e n t  t o  work on G i n a ’s m a k e u p .  Wi th t he  w i g  i n  n e a t  
w a v e s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  e a r s  and part  of  t he  f o r e h e a d ,  w i t h  
t h e  e y e b r o w s  dr awn i n  a f i n e  dark arc  and t he  c o l o r  of  
t h e  l i p s t i c k  c h a n g i n g  t h e  s h a p e  of  my  m o u t h ,  t h e r e  
s u d d e n l y  was  a n e w and d i f f e r e n t  f a c e  l o o k i n g  at me  
f r o m t h e  m i r r o r .  Gi n a  a p p e a r e d .  T h e  r e s t  was  e a s y .  
T h e  dres s  f i t t e d  as t h o u g h  i t  had b e e n  m a d e  to  o r de r .  
T h e  e l e g a n t  p u mp s  w i t h  t h e i r  h i g h  but  no t  e x a g g e r a t e d  
h e e l s ,  t he  g l o v e s ,  h a n d b a g ,  and t he  p r e t t y  s t raw ha t  
c o m p l e m e n t e d  t he  o u t f i t  and c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t he  p i c t u r e  
o f  a w e l l  d r e s s e d  l a d y .

How t h r i l l e d  I was  t o  s e e  G i n a ’ s g o o d  l o o k i n g  
i m a g e  i n  t he  mi r r o r ,  t u r n i n g  r i g h t  and l e f t ,  w a l k i n g  
b a c k  and f o r t h  to  try to s i t  do wn l i k e  a l a d y  on a c h a i r  
or s o f a .  Mrs .  K.  h e r s e l f  was  q u i t e  p l e a s e d  and c a l l e d  
h e r  h u s b a n d  i n  to s e e  and a p p l a u d  t h i s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .

L o o k i n g  b a c k  t o d a y  I b e l i e v e  t ha t  at  t h a t  t i m e  
Gi n a  p r o b a b l y  b e h a v e d  s o m e w h a t  c h i l d i s h  and p e r h a p s  
a l i t t l e  h y s t e r i c a l l y  g u s h i n g ,  l a u g h i n g  and c r y i n g  a l l  
at  o n c e ,  j u s t  as any  e x c i t e d  g i r l  w o u l d  do .  A f t e r  th i s  
w e n t  on for a w h i l e  w i t h  t he  K . ' s  p a t i e n t l y  and u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g ^  w a t c h i n g  and l i s t e n i n g ,  I f e l t  t h a t  I c o u l d  no 
l o n g e r  b e a r  j u s t  s i t t i n g  around w i t h  m y s e l f  and t he  K . ’s 
S o m e t h i n g  m o r e  had t o  be d o n e .  Ye s ,  why n o t  go  out  
w i t h  Mrs .  K.  as c h a p e r o n  v i s i t i n g  one  of  t he  c l o s e - b y  
m o v i e  t h e a t e r s  on K u r f u e r s t e n d a m m  ?

I c o u l d  s e e  t h e  s h o c k  i n  Mrs .  K . ’ s e y e s  wh e n  I 
m a d e  t h a t  s u g g e s t i o n ,  and how she  l o o k e d  at  her  h u s 
b a n d .  " I m p o s s i b l e ” , she  s a i d ,  ’’ What  do y o u  t h i n k  t he  
s e c r e t  p o l i c e  w o u l d  do to  us i f  y o u  g o t  c a u g h t ? ” But I 
was  a l r e a d y  up i n  t h e  ai r  a b o u t  t h i s  g r a n d i o s e  p r o s p e c t .  
"How c o u l d  t h e y ” I a n s w e r e d ,  " d o n ' t  I l o o k  l i k e  a r e a l  
l a d y ? "  " D i d n ’t y o u  s ay  so y o u r s e l f ?  L e t ’ s t a k e  a c a b ,  
and we w i l l  be  o v e r  t h e r e  q u i c k l y .  I n s i d e  t h e  t h e a t e r  
t h e  l i g h t  w i l l  h e l p  us,  and p e o p l e  w i l l  h a v e  e n o u g h  to  
do w i t h  t h e  m o v i e  and t h e m s e l v e s . "

H a v i n g  an a n s w e r  for a l l  her  i f s  and but s ,  I f i n 
a l l y  w o n .  O b v i o u s l y  Mrs .  K.  h e r s e l f  l i k e d  t he  i d e a  
of  g o i n g  to  s e e  a g o o d  m o v i e  and,  m a y b e ,  t he  t h o u g h t

s o m e  a d v e n t u r e  t h r i l l e d  h e r  t o o .  We p h o n e d  for a

38



t a x i e .  When i t  c a m e  we  r u s h e d  d o w n s t a i r s  and i n t o  i t .
I h a n d e d  Mrs .  K.  my purs e  and l e t  her  do t h e  t a l k i n g  
and d i r e c t i n g ,  h a v i n g  e n o u g h  t o  do w i t h  m y s e l f .  A f t e r  
a f e w  m i n u t e s  we  s t o p p e d  unde r  t he  b r i g h t  l i g h t s  o f  t he  
m a r q u e e .  G e t t i n g  out  o f  t he  c a b  i n  a l a d y l i k e  m a n n e r  
was  q u i t e  a t a s k ,  but  Mrs .  K.  m a n a g e d  t o  be  f i r s t  and  
to  s t and in f r o nt  of  m e  for c o v e r .  She  t h e n  t o o k  m e  
q u i t e  f i r m l y  by t h e  arm and g u i d e d  m e  i n s i d e .  " T a k e  
s m a l l  s t e p s ,  h o l d  y o ur  h a n d b a g  c l o s e ,  d o n ’ t s w i n g  y o ur  
arms ,  k e e p  y o u r  h e a d  u p ” , she  w h i s p e r e d  t o  m e  w h i l e  
we c r o s s e d  t he  f o y e r  w h i c h  was  q u i t e  f i l l e d  w i t h  g r o u p s  
of  p e o p l e .  Ne a r  t h e  t i c k e t  b o o t h  she  s t e e r e d  m e  i n t o  
a c o r n e r .  ’’ Wa i t  h e r e ,  d o n ' t  m o v e  a r o u n d ” , s he  s a i d  
and she w e n t  for t he  t i c k e t s .

T h e  l i g h t  v e i l  o v e r  t h e  b r i m of  my  h a t  c o v e r e d  my  
e y e s  s l i g h t l y ,  and w i t h  my  red l i p s  and m a k e u p ,  I was  
p r o b a b l y  q u i t e  u n r e c o g n i z a b l e .  Of  c o u r s e ,  w h i l e  I 
l o o k e d  o v e r  t h e  s t e a d i l y  m o v i n g  c r o w d ,  my  e y e s  h e r e  
and t h e r e  m e t  w i t h  t h e  e y e s  of  b y s t a n d e r s ,  and I c o u l d  
f e e l  how s o m e  m e n  and w o m e n  l o o k e d  at  m e  and t r i e d  
to s i z e  me  up .  A g a i n ,  I had q u i t e  a t h r i l l  o f  s a t i s f a c 
t i o n  s e e i n g  h o w t h e y  c a s u a l l y  g l a n c e d  at  m e  w i t h o u t  

i s t a r i n g  as t h e y  w o u l d  i f  t h e y  s e n s e d  sone  t h i n g  o d d .

Af t e r  a f e w  m i n u t e s  Mrs .  K.  a p p e a r e d  w i t h  our  
t i c k e t s  and w i t h  a s i g h  of  r e l i e f  t o o k  m e  a g a i n  u n d e r  

i her  w i n g .  We had a bo x  w h i c h  we  s h a r e d  w i t h  one  o t h e r  
c o u p l e ,  and w h i c h ,  o t h e r w i s e  k e p t  us at  a d i s t a n c e  f r o m  
t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  a u d i e n c e .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  c o u p l e  n e x t  to  
us was  o b v i o u s l y  q u i t e  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e m s e l v e s ,  Mrs .
K.  a p p a r e n t l y  was  at  e a s e  o n l y  w h i l e  t he  l i g h t s  w e r e  
o u t .  She  mu s t  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  a g o n i e s ,  w a t c h i n g  m e  c o n 
s t a n t l y ,  a l w a y s  i n  f e a r  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  m i g h t  g o  w r o n g  
and r e v e a l  my  t r u e  i d e n t i t y .  Me anvvhiJLe, I d e e p l y  e n 
j o y e d  t he  t h r i l l s  o f  b e i n g  G i n a ,  a l a d y  f r o m "hat " to  
t o e s .

At  l a s t ,  t he  s how was  o v e r ,  t h e  l i g h t s  w e n t  on 
and e v e r y b o d y  b e g a n  t o  l e a v e .  No w c a m e  t h e  r e a l  
t e s t .  We w e r e  j u s t  t wo  o t h e r  p e o p l e  s l o w l y  m o v i n g  i n  
a h u g e  c r o wd  t o w a r d  t h e  s t r e e t .  On c e  i n  a w h i l e  my  
h e a r t  s e e m e d  t o  s t op  w h e n ,  at  f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  I i m a g i n e d  
I saw .some f r i e n d  o f  m i n e  l o o k i n g  at  m e ,  w h i l e  Mrs .  K.  
t r i e d  to  be a l l  around m e  l i k e  a m o t h e r  h e n ,  s t e e r i n g  m e
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s a f e l y  t o  t h e  s t r e e t .  T h e r e ,  at  t he  curb,  we  had  t o  
w a i t  a g a i n  a m i d s t  t h e  m i l l i n g  c r o wd  u n til we  c o u l d  g e t  
a c a b  to d r i v e  us h o m e .  It  was  q u i t e  a s t r a n g e  f e e l i n g  
s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  u n d e r  t h e  e y e s  o f  s o m e  p o l i c e m a n  d i r 
e c t i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  t he  t r a f f i c  a c r o s s  t he  s t r e e t ,  
f l a n k e d  by s o m e  N a z i  m e n  who  t r i e d  to m a k e  t h e m s e l v e s  
i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e i r  b r o wn  or b l a c k  u n i f o r m s .

When t h e  door  o f  Mrs .  K . ’s a p a r t m e n t  f i n a l l y  c l 
o s e d  b e h i n d  us,  I c o u l d  a l m o s t  f e e l  her  r e l i e f ,  w h i l e  I 
m y s e l f  s t i l l  s h i v e r e d  u nde r  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  and e x u l t a 
t i o n  o f  our a d v e n t u r e .  I h a r d l y  c o u l d  g e t  m y s e l f  t o  b e 
g i n  t h e  u n a v o i d a b l e  c h a n g e  b a c k  to  my  m a l e  p e r s o n a l i t y .  
No,  Gi n a  di d n o t  w a n t  t o  l e t  go  so f a s t ,  and w o u l d  no t  
par t  w i t h  u n d i e s ,  s t o c k i n g s  and g i r d l e .  Th u s ,  she 
k e p t  t h e m  on un d e r  my  m a l e  c l o t h e s  a l l  t h e  way  to  my  
h o t e l  r o o m .  T h e r e ,  h o w c o u l d  I go  t o  s l e e p  t h a t  n i g h t ,  
e x c e p t  b e i n g  Gi n a  i n  h e r  p r e t t y  n i g h t g o w n  w i t h  bra and 
p a n t i e  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  i m a g e ?

N e x t  m o r n i n g ,  i t  t o o k  m e  a l o n g  t i m e  to g e t  up 
and d r e s s ,  t orn b e t w e e n  Gi na  and my  m a l e  s e l f .  T h i s  
t i m e ,  Gi n a  wo n  as far as t h e  i n n e r  s h e l l  was  c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  s t o c k i n g s  and g i r d l e ,  c h e m i s e  and p a n t i e  n e x t  to  
my  s k i n  w h i l e  t he  o u t s i d e  was  c o v e r e d  by my  m a l e  a t -  
t i e .  T h e  r e m e m b e r a n c e  of  y e s t e r d a y ’s a d v e n t u r e  s t i l l  
s e n t  s h i v e r s  up and d o wn  my  s p i n e ,  and t h e  f e e l  of  
G i n a ’ s d a i n t y  u n d e r w e a r  t o l d  m e  t h a t  s h e  was  s t i l l  
t h e r e ,  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  wa y  b a c k  to  my  a p a r t m e n t  at  c a m p ,  
w h e r e  Mo n d a y  m o r n i n g  f o u n d  a w e l l  d r e s s e d  o f f i c e r  a t 
t e n d i n g  to  h i s  r o u g h  and t o u g h  m i l i t a r y  d u t i e s .

PROBLEMS, ALWAYS PROBLEMS!

I ' v e  f o llo w e d  th e  C h e v a lie r  p la n ,  
And fem m e-dress w henever I  c a n ,
How my c o n s c ie n c e  ie  c le a r
B u t one t h in g  i s  q u e e r
I  f e e l  g u i l t y  when d re s s e d  a s a man!

3 0 -B -2  FPESHEILA
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My Life As A Man
b y  F r a u  ELse

T h i s  is one  of  t h e  o d d e s t  s t o r i e s  of  our t i m e ;  For  
mo r e  t h a n  25 y e a r s  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  A.  has  l i v e d  as a 
m a n .  Hard work a m o n g s t  m e n  - t h i s  was  her  f a t e ,  w h i c h  
she c h o s e  for h e r s e l f .  C a p t i v i t y ,  e s c a p e ,  s orrow and  
n e e d  s h a p e d  t he  p a t t e r n  of  he r  f a t e ,  s i n c e  she  dug  t r e n 
c h e s  i n  1944 s h o u l d e r  to  s h o u l d e r  w i t h  m e n  of  a c o n 
s t r u c t i o n  u n i t  w h i l e  un d e r  Russ i an a e r i a l  a t t a c k .  She  
was f i n a l l y  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  by t he  Rus s i ans  as a m a n .
Onl y  a v e r y  f e w p e o p l e  g o t  t o  know t h e  s e c r e t  of  t h i s  
w o m a n ,  wh o  f e l t  at  h o m e  in t he  r ough wo r l d  of  m e n .
Just  r e c e n t l y  i t  was  r e v e a l e d  - unde r  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t he  
p u b l i c .

B e c a u s e  she  p r e t e n d e d  to  be  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  and  
used a f a l s e  n a m e  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  A.  was  s u m m o n e d  to  
c o u r t  i n  Mo e r s  ( R i n e l a n d ) .  T h e  d u t i f u l  c o u r t  s e r v a n t  
who c a l l e d  up Mrs .  W i l h e l m i n e  A.  i n  t he  h a l l  o u t s i d e  
t he  c o u r t r o o m ,  was  l e f t  s p e e c h l e s s ,  w h e n  a m a n  d r e s s e d  
in a dark br o wn s u i t  and w i t h  hard f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s  a p 
p r o a c h e d  h i m  and d e c l a r e d :  ’’ T h a t ’ s m e " .

Th i s  was  b e y o n d  t he  o f f i c e r .  B a f f l e d  he  t ur n e d  to  
t he  c h a i r m a n :  " T h e r e  is  a ma n  o u t s i d e ,  who  c l a i m s  to  
be a w o m a n " ,  he  s t a m m e r e d  w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  and d i s 
g u s t .  He c o m p l e t e l y  was  f l o o r e d  h o w e v e r ,  w h e n  t he  
d i s t r i c t  j u d g e  s a i d :  " T h a t ’s a l r i g h t .  H a v e  t he  m a n ,  I 
m e a n  t he  w o m a n ,  t a k e  a s e a t " .

Th i s  i s  wh a t  h a p p e n e d  b e f o r e  t he  t r i a l :  E l s e - W i l 
h e l m i n e  A.  had c o m e  to a r e f u g e e  c a m p  n e a r  G i e s s e n  
t h i s  pas t  s p r i n g  as a r e f u g e e  W i l h e l m  A.  D u r i n g  a m e d 
i c a l  c h e c k  i t  was  f o u n d ,  t h a t  W i l h e l m  was  no W i l h e l m ,  
but  a W i l h e l m i n e  and t h i s  for m o r e  t h a n  25 y e a r s .  It 
was a l s o  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  W i l h e l m i n e  had  m a r r i e d  as W i l 
h e l m  i n t he  f i r s t  y e a r s  a f t e r  t he  wa r .  T h e  w o m a n  was  
20 y e a r s  he r  j u n i o r .  W i l h e l m  and A d e l g u n d e  w e r e  m a r 
r i e d  i n  T o r g a u .

P r o s e c u t o r  and c o u r t  saw t he  h u m a n  s i d e  of  t h i s  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  c a s e :  35 ma r k s  (about $ 9 . 0 0 )  was  t he
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v e r d i c t .  T h e  c a s e  was  c l o s e d .  Wi th t h i s  ^he  r e m a r k a b l e  
" m a t r i m o n y "  was  d i s s o l v e d .

We t o o  w a n t e d  t o  s e e  t h e  h u m a n  s i d e  of  t he  c a s e .
It u n r o l l e d  i t s e l f  for us a f e w d a y s  a f t e r  t he  t r i a l ,  whe n  
we v i s i t e d  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  A.  in her  h o m e  near  Kr e f e l d ,  
w h e r e  she l i v e s  a l o n e  s i n c e  her  e s c a p e  t o  t he  We s t .  
W i l h e l m i n e  A.  wor e  a dark c o l o r e d  m e n ’s s u i t ,  a s t r i p e d  
s po r t  s h i r t ,  w i t h o u t  a t i e ,  and dark brown m e n ’s s h o e s  
w i t h  t h i c k  r ubber  s o l e s .

It w a s n ’t e a s y  t o  g e t  her  i n t o  a c o n v e r s a t i o n .  We 
t a l k e d  for a w h i l e  a b o u t  nothing s p e c i a l .  We had to g e t  
o v e r  her  d i s t r u s t .  We s m o k e d  one  c i g a r e t t e  and t h e n  
a n o t h e r .  We s e n s e d  w h a t  was  g o i n g  on i n s i d e  t he  w o m a n  
w i t h  t he  hard m a n ’s f a c e ,  how she f o u g h t  wi t h  t he  q u e s 
t i o n :  c o u l d  her  s t o r y  be  u n d e r s t o o d  t he  wr o ng  wa y  - did  
she  h a v e  t o  be a s h a m e d .

Q u i e t l y  and a l i t t l e  h e s i t a t i n g ,  but  w i t h  a v o i c e  
t h a t  b e l o n g e d  v e r y  m u c h  to her  m a s c u l i n e  a p p e a r a n c e ,  
s he  b e g a n  to s p e a k .  In s i m p l e  words ,  w h i c h  s o m e t i m e s  
a l m o s t  s o u n d e d  h e l p l e s s .

’’ T h i s  i s  my  l i f e  as a m a n .  I was  born i n  East  
P r u s s i a ,  n e a r  I n s t e r b u r g .  We w e r e  s ix  c h i l d r e n  at  h o m e .
I was  o ne  of  t h r e e  g i r l s .  We had a f a r m,  and I was  put  
t o  work e a r l y  i n  my  c h i l d h o o d .  A l r e a d y  I was  t h e n  
s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a b o y .  I a c t u a l l y  n e v e r  f e l t  l i k e  a g i r l .
I d o n ’t k n o w h o w to  s ay  i t . . .  A n y h o w ,  I was  b e i n g  t r e a t 
ed  as a bo y  a l r e a d y  w h e n  I l e f t  s c h o o l  at  t he  a g e  of  
f o u r t e e n .  It was  t h e n  w h e n  I w e n t  to  s e e  a p h y s i c i a n  
for t he  f i r s t  t i m e .  He t o l d  m e  no t  to  worry  and to do  
w h a t  I l i k e d . . . ”

T h e  p h y s i c i a n  c o u l d n ’t d e t e c t  any  p h y s i c a l  c h a n g 
e s .  Ever  s i n c e  t h e n  W i l h e l m i n e  A.  r e m a i n e d  b i o l o g 
i c a l l y  a r e a l  w o m a n .

Lat er  on t h e  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  i n  S e n s b u r g  p e r m i t t e d  
E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  A.  t o  c a l l  h e r s e l f  W i l h e l m  and to we ar  
m e n ’s c l o t h i n g .  It  d i d n ' t  t a k e  l o n g ,  and ’’ W i l h e l m ” was  
c o m p l e t e l y  a b s o r b e d  i n  h i s  r o l l  as a m a n .  N o b o d y  n o t 
i c e d  t h a t  t h e  m a n ,  who  was  a b l e  to work so hard ,  was  
i n  r e a l i t y  a w o m a n .
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"I h a v e  wo r k e d  at  e v e r y t h i n g " ,  E l s e - W i l h e  l m i n e  
t e l l s  us .  On t h e  f a r m ,  on c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n  t he  f a c t o r y .  
When the  war b r o k e  out ,  Mrs.  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e , who  
had to show h e r s e l f  to a r my  d o c t o r s ,  was  n a t u r a l l y  
g i v e n  a w a y .

"Even t h o u g h  h e r e  and t h e r e  h e a d s  w e r e  s h a k e n  
b e c a u s e  of  m e ,  t h e y  k n e w  h o w to  v a l u e  me  as an a b l e  
w o r k e r " ,  she  s a i d .  Jus t  ho w m u c h  she  was  wo r t h  was  
s hown in t he  y e a r  1 9 4 4 .  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  was  a s s i g n e d  
to  an East  P r u s s i a n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  u n i t  as W i l h e l m  A.

She  w a s n ’ t s p a r e d  a n y t h i n g :  Hard l a b o u r  w h e n
d i g g i n g  t r e n c h e s ,  l i f e  i n  t he  b a r r a c k s  of  r u g g e d  m e n .  
T h e s e  w e r e  t he  h a r d s h i p s  and f a t i g u e s  of  an a s s i g n m e n t  
r i g h t  b e h i n d  t he  f r o n t ,  w h i c h  at  t h a t  t i m e  s t r e t c h e d  
t h r o u g h  East  P r u s s i a .  E l s i e - W i l h e l m i n e  t o o k  a l l  t h i s  
wi t h  p a t i e n c e .  T h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t r ue  m a l e  c o m r a d e s h i p  
has  b e c o m e  an e x p e r i e n c e  for he r ,  w h i c h  she  hasn* f o r 
g o t t e n  to t he  p r e s e n t  d a y .  "But I h a v e  at  t h a t  t i m e  
a l s o  g o t  to  know t he  o t he r  s i d e  of  t h i s  l i f e .  H a t r e d ,  
c o w a r d n e s s ,  m e a n n e s s  and f e a r . . "

CAUGHT BY THE RUSSIANS

" No n e  of  my  c o m r a d e s  i n  t h o s e  days  h a v e  e v e r  
g u e s s e d  t h a t  I was  a w o m a n .  I a l w a y s  m a n a g e d  t o  
a v o i d  s i t u a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  m i g h t  h a v e  g i v e n  me  a w a y " .

When t he  Russ i ans  c o u l d n ’ t be  s t o p p e d  a n y m o r e ,  
E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  and a f e w  o t h e r s  f r o m t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
u n i t  w e r e  " d i s c h a r g e d " .  T o o  l a t e !  She  was  t a k e n  
p r i s o n e r  by t he  Russ i ans  i n  he r  h o m e  v i l l a g e  n e a r  In-  
s t e r b u r g .  "Every  ma n  i n t he  c o m m u n i t y  had  t o  r e p o r t " .  
E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  A.  b e c a m e  now a p r i s o n e r  of  war W i l 
h e l m  A.

"Du r i n g  t he  f i r s t  y e a r  of  l i f e  i n  t h e  c a m p  was  a 
n i g h t m a r e .  It w o u l d  be  hard t o  i m a g i n e ,  w h a t  we  s u f 
f e r e d .  Hu n g e r ,  e p i d e m i c s ,  c o l d ,  d e s p e r a t i o n  and d e a t h .  
O n c e  we s l e p t  i n  a b a r r a c k s  a m o n g  60 d e a d .  Me n  c r i e d .  
I was  g l a d  to  be  i n  c a p t i v i t y  as a m a n ,  no t  as a w o m a n .

And E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  ? " S o m e h o w  I c o u l d  t a k e  i t .
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T h e  c a m p  d o c t o r ,  a G e r m a n ,  k n e w  a b o u t  m e .  He was  
t he  o n l y  o n e  I t r u s t e d ” .

And t h e  Ru s s i a n s ?  D i d n ’ t t h e y  n o t i c e  a n y t h i n g ?  
" N o .  T h e  Rus s i an  d o c t o r s  d i d n ’t c o n d u c t  any  t h o r o u g h  
e x a m i n a t i o n s .  T h e y  l e f t  t h i s  to  t h e i r  Ge r m a n  c o l l e a g 
u e s " .

One day  we m o v e d  f r o m t he  c a m p  i n East  Pr us s i a  
t o  o n e  i n s i d e  Ru s s i a .  In a s m a l l  c a m p ,  t h e  n a m e  of  
w h i c h  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  has  f o r g o t t e n  ( " T h e r e  w e r e  so 
m a n y  P . O . W .  c a m p s  t h e n " )  she  and t wo  f e l l o w  p r i s o n 
ers  p r e p a r e d  for an e s c a p e .

"For m o n t h s  t h e  t h r e e  of  us w e r e  on t he  w a y .  
S o m e t i m e s  we  a l m o s t  c o l l a p s e d  f r om h u n g e r  and ex*  
h a u s t i o n .  O n c e  we  s t o l e  a y o u n g  g o a t  n e a r  a f a r m,  
k i l l e d  i t  and a t e  t he  raw m e a t ,  b e c a u s e  we w e r e  a f r a i d  
to  l i g h t  a f i r e .  We drank t he  b l o o d " .

"We m a d e  i t  t o  East  P r u s s i a .  T h e n  we w e r e  c a u g h t  
a g a i n .  I was  put  t o  work on a c o l l e c t i v i z e d  f a r m .  We 
w e r e  o n l y  a b l e  to buy p o t a t o e s  and b r e a d " .

It was  h e r e  t h a t  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  A.  m e t  t h e  g i r l  
A d e l g u n d e ,  w h o m  she  had k n o wn  f r om her  h o m e  v i l l a g e ,  
e v e r  s i n c e  A d e l g u n d e  was  a v e r y  s m a l l  g i r l .  In t he  
m e a n t i m e  A d e l g u n d e  had  b e c o m e  18 y e a r s  old and had  
s u r v i v e d  t h e  horrors  of  war and t he  Russ i an o c c u p a t i o n .  
"She  was  d e a d s i c k .  M i s e r y  and h u n g e r  had m a d e  a h u 
m a n  w r e c k  out  of  h e r .  I t o o k  her  unde r  my  w i n g .  I 
s i m p l y  w a n t e d  to  h e l p " .

T h e  t o g e t h e r n e s s  of  t h e s e  t w o  p e o p l e ,  who  m e t  
d u r i n g  t h e  horror  and h a r d s h i p  of  t he  t i m e s  r i g h t  a f t e r  
t h e  war ,  d e e p e n e d .  T h e y  f ound s u p p o r t  and p r o t e c t i o n  
i n  e a c h  o t h e r .

C u r i o u s  and r e m a r k a b l e ,  but  m a y b e  b e c a u s e  of  
t h e  s i m p l e  and s t r o n g  d e s i r e ,  no t  t o  l e a v e  e a c h  o t he r  
any  m o r e ,  t h e y  a p p e a r e d  a f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  c a m p  
and c a p t i v i t y  w e r e  b e h i n d  t h e m ,  b e f o r e  t h e  j u s t i c e  of  
p e a c e  i n  t he  c i t y  of  T o r g a u .  W i l h e l m  A.  m a r r i e d  A d e l 
g u n d e  .
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When y o u  s e e  t h i s  w o m a n  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  A.  and  
h e a r  her  m o v i n g  s t or y  - y o u  d o n ' t  l a u g h .

When E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  had to f a c e  t he  c o u r t  r e 
c e n t l y  on c h a r g e s  o f  p r e t e n c e  and t he  use  of  a f a l s e  
n a m e ,  the  p r o s e c u t o r  and j u d g e  d i d n ’ t l a u g h  e i t h e r .
Both r e c o g n i z e d  t he  h u m a n  s i d e  of  t h i s  c a s e .  T h e  n e e d ,  
t he  m i s e r y  and t he  f e a r ,  w h i c h  h a u n t e d  t h e s e  t wo  w o m e n  
for y e a r s .

Onl y  e a r l y  t h i s  y e a r  t he  t wo  o f  t h e m  f l e d  to  t he  
West  f r om t he  ( S o v i e t )  Z o n e .  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e  had  
r e l a t i v e s  h e r e .  "Over  t h e r e  we c o u l d n ’t l i v e  any  l o n 
g e r .  I h a v e  wo r k e d  at  hard m e n ’s j o b s  i n  t he  z o n e .
A l l  t h i s  - to  s e c u r e  our l i v e l i h o o d .  Now we are  h e r e . "

T h e y  are  h e r e .  T h e y  d o n ’t l i v e  t o g e t h e r  a n y m o r e .  
T h e y  s e e  e a c h  o t he r  o n l y  now and t h e n .  T h e  m a t r i m o n y -  
w h i c h  t h e y  s t a r t e d  i n  T o r g a u ,  was  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  and  
a g a i n s t  t he  n o r m a l  s e n s a t i o n .  T h e y  r e a l i z e  i t .  Do t h e y  
h a v e  to  be a s h a m e d ?  " A n y o n e  who  w e n t  t h r o u g h ,  w h a t  
we w e n t  t h r o u g h ,  m a y  t h i n k  a b o u t  i t  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t 
l y " ,  f i g u r e s  E l s e - W i l h e l m i n e . T h i s  m a y  b e .  E l s e - W i l -  
h e l m i n e  works  a g a i n . . . i n  a f a c t o r y  n e a r  K r e f e l d . . . a  
m a n ’s j o b  at  the  m a c h i n e s .

T h e  c a s e  is c l o s e d .  But t he  m e m o r i e s  are no t  
f o r g o t t e n ,  and l i f e  g o e s  on .

EDITOR!S NOTE

The fo re g o in g  was t r a n s la t e d  and r e p r in t e d  from  
the German new spaper NEUE WELT am Sonnabend p r in t e d  
in  D ü s s e ld o r f ,  West Germ any. I t  i s  seldom  t h a t  we 
come a c r o s s  a s t o r y  ab o ut a female t r a n s v e s t i t e  though 
the pages o f t h i s  m agazine a re  open to  b o th . I t  i s  
the E d i t o r 18 hope th a t  i f  any o f our r e a d e r s  a re  a c 
q u a in te d  w ith  a g e n u in e  fem ale  TV— n o t j u s t  a b u tc h  
typ e  l e s b ia n — th a t  th e y  would p u t h e r  in  to u ch  w ith  
T V ia  or v ic e  v e r s a  as we w ould l i k e  to  lo o k  in t o  t h i s  
f i e l d  f u r t h e r .  I n t e r e s t i n g  c l i p p i n g s  a p p e a rin g  in  
l o c a l  p a p e rs  c o u ld  be fo llo w e d  up and c o n t a c t s  made.
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Secret Woman
by Georgia (35-L-5)

T h e  g i r l  b e s i d e  me  t u g g e d  at  a w h i t e  s a t i n  g i r d l e  
u n t i l  i t  c o v e r e d  her  round h i p s ,  sat  on a c h a i r  w i t h  a 
p l o p  and c o v e r e d  h e r  l o n g  s h a p e l y  l e g s  wi t h  s m o k y  b l a c k  
n y l o n s  w h i c h  m a d e  her  l e g s  g l i s t e n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  m o r n 
i n g  l i g h t .

S u d d e n l y  she  b o u n c e d  up,  p u l l e d  t he  s a t i n  b l a c k  
s l i p  o v e r  her  red b r a s s i e r e  and b r u s h e d  b a c k  the  b l o n d  
h a i r  w i t h  h e r  h a n d .  T h e  s i l k y  s l i p  p r e s s e d  t i g h t l y  a-  
round her  t h i g h s ,  and t he  f a n c y  l a c e  a l l o w e d  t he  s l e n 
der  k n e e s ,  p r e s s e d  w i t h  s i l k ,  t o  s h o w .  She  w r i n k l e d  
t h e  s m o o t h  b l a c k  c o c k t a i l  dres s  and s l i p p e d  i t  ove r  her  
h e a d ,  r u f f l i n g  t he  l o n g  s t r a nds  of  g o l d e n  h a i r .  It c o v 
e r e d  h e r  b o d y  i n  f o l d s  u n t i l  she  s m o o t h e d  i t  a g a i n s t  her  
b o d y .  Her  g r a c e f u l  a c t i o n s  r e m i n d e d  m e  of  t he  a c t r e s s  
wh o  had p l a y e d  C l a i r e  i n  G e n e t ’s T h e  M a i ds .  She  was  
a f l i r t .  She  s l i d  her  s m a l l  f e e t  i n t o  t he  brown h i g h  
h e e l s  and s m i l e d  at  m e .  I had j u s t  r e t u r n e d  m o m e n t s  
a g o  f r om t a k i n g  my  w i f e  t o  work and a l r e a d y  ’’ Ge o r g i a "  
was  m a k i n g  her  a p p e a r a n c e  f r om d e p t h s  of  o b s c u r i t y  
and a b s t r a c t i o n .  S t e p p i n g  i n t o  t he  h i g h  h e e l s ,  her  
c a l v e s  b e c a m e  m o r e  c u r v e d ,  m o r e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s h a p e d ,  
and t h e i r  g i r l i s h  r o u n d n e s s  e x c i t e d  m e .  T h e n  she d i s 
a p p e a r e d  .

I a g a i n  s aw her  u n p o w d e r e d  f a c e  s u r r o u n d e d  by  
b a t h r o o m  p o r c e l a i n .  G e o r g i a  c o n t i n u e d  to  s t a r e  at  m e ,  
l a u g h i n g ,  c h u c k l i n g ,  d r e a m i n g  w h i l e  t r i m m i n g  and  
p e n c i l i n g  her  r a t h e r  h e a v y  e y e b r o w s .  She  g i g g l e d  at  
m e  as she  a p p l i e d  t he  c r e m e  m a k e u p ,  and her  l i p s  b e 
c a m e  f u l l  and w e t  as she  s t r o k e d  d e e p  red l i p s t i c k  o n 
to  t h e m .  I e n j o y e d  her  m o c k e r y  of  my  m a s c u l i n e  
t h o u g h t s  b e c a u s e  s he  was  pa r t  of  m e  - as m u c h  t o  me  
as my  m a s c u l i n e  s u i t  l a y i n g  w r i n k l e d  on t he  f l o o r  in  
t h e  b e d r o o m ,  but  s he  did no t  b e l o n g  to  t he  o u t s i d e  
w o r l d .  She  was  my  c r e a t i o n  - a c r e a t u r e  e x i s t i n g  in  
my  r e a l i t y  w h i c h  f a d e d  i n t o  a d r e a m  w h e n  I s t e p p e d  
b e y o n e  t he  door  w e a r i n g  h e a v y  s h o e s .  But t h i s  f a l s e  
r e a l i t y  s t a r e d  at  m e  i n  t he  mi r r o r ,  and I was  e n j o y i n g
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her  a p p e a r a n c e  b e f o r e  m e .  She  was  c o m p l e t e l y  h u m a n .  
She was so a b s t r a c t  t h a t  now she  had  b e c o m e  h u m a n ,  
b e c a u s e  t he  s u b c o n s c i o u s  i s  a b s t r a c t i o n  and c r e a t i o n  
and is  t h e  e x t e r n a l  wo r l d  mo r e  r e a l  t h a n  t h e  s u b c o n 
s c i o u s ?  She  f i n i s h e d  t he  p o w d e r  r i t u a l  and s t r o k e d  t he  
l o n g  s t rands  of  t he  w i g  a l l  t he  t i m e  l a u g h i n g  at  me  b e 
n e a t h  t he  s o f t  p e t a l s  of  r o u g e  and p o w d e r ,  and I e n j o y 
ed t he  l a u g h t e r .

Walking b a c k  i n t o  t he  b e d r o o m ,  I h e a r d  her  f a m 
i l i a r  c l i c k ,  c l i c k ,  c l i c k ,  m a d e  by t he  h i g h  h e e l s ,  worn  
onl y  on t h e s e  s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n s .  T h e  l o n e l y  e c h o  of  
her  h e e l s  r e s o u n d e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a p a r t m e n t .  My w i f e  
mus t  no t  c o m e  h o m e  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  and f i n d  h e r  h e r e  
b e f o r e  the  mi r r o r .  Long b e f o r e ,  G e o r g i a  m u s t  d i s a p p e a r  
i n t o  a h e a p  of  c l o t h i n g  on t h e  b e d r o o m  rug and be  b u r 
i e d  i n  my  w i f e ’s c l o s e t  and d r e s s e r .  G e o r g i a  was  t o o  
d e l i c a t e  i n  her  s i l k  and s a t i n  t o  be  k n o w n .  T h u s ,  o n l y  
my ear s  w o u l d  e v e r  h e a r  her  d e l i c a t e  s t e p ,  o n l y  my  e y e s  
wo u l d  a d m i r e  her  s h a p e l y  f i g u r e .  I was  a c r e a t i v e  w r i t 
er and she was  my  c r e a t i o n  o u t s i d e  p a p e r  - s he  was  t he  
a b s t r a c t  w h i c h  was  t h a t  r e a l i t y  t h a t  e v e r y  w r i t e r  a t t e m 
pts to c r e a t e  on p a p e r .  I had i n d e e d  s u c c e e d e d  w i t h  
my c r e a t i v e  e f f o r t s .

She  c h a n g e d  her  c o c k t a i l  dres s  for a m o r e  a p p r o p 
r i a t e ,  y e l l o w  s u m m e r  s u i t  t h e n  she  n o d d e d  her  c u r l s  t o 
ward me  f rom the  m i r r o r .  I k n e w  she  w a n t e d  a c up  o f  
c o f f e e .  Her h e e l s  c l i c k e d  a g a i n s t  t he  s t a i r s ,  he r  dres s  
r u s t l e d  a g a i n s t  t he  f e m i n i n e  b o d y ,  her  h e a v y  b r e a s t s ,  
m a d e  up p a r t i a l l y  o f  p a d d i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  had  n o t  d e 
v e l o p e d  i n t o  l a r g e  f e m a l e  s o f t n e s s  t h a t  s he^de  sired. ,  
b o u n c e d  wi t h  e a c h  d o w n w a r d  s t e p .  She  s t o p p e d  and r e 
a c h e d  b e n e a t h  t he  d r e s s ,  b e n e a t h  t he  p a d d i n g  t o  f e e l  
her  true  b r e a s t s  w h i c h  w e r e  hard and s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  
e n o u g h  to  f i l l  her  p a l m .  She  p r e s s e d  t h e m  g e n t l y  and  
t he  warm s e n s a t i o n  c a m e  a g a i n  as i t  had  d o n e  e a c h  
t i m e  she  f e l t  t h e m .

G e o r g i a  s wu n g  h e r  h i p s  w h i l e  c r o s s i n g  t he  k i t c h e n .  
She  was  g r a c e f u l ,  for she  had p r a c t i c e d  mai t y  l o n g  da y s  
i n  he r  h i g h  h e e l s .  A f t e r  t wo  y e a r s ,  she  c a r r i e d  hersVl T^  
wi t h  t h e  g r a c e  of  her  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  she  
was o n l y  t wo  y e a r s  o ld i n  he r  w o m a n l y  f a s h i o n .
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I s t a r e d  d o wn  at  t h e  s l i m  k n e e s ,  c o v e r e d  w i t h  
g l i s t e n i n g  n y l o n s .  " A l l  d r e s s e d  up and no w h e r e  to  
g o " .  I ha d  r e ad  i t  s o m e  w h e r e . . .  i n  one  o f  my f a v o r i t e  
b o o k s  p r o b a b l y ,  but  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  was  no t  to  my  l i k i n g .  
It had  no  a e s t h e t i c  c o n n o t a t i o n ,  but  i t  was  t r u e .  T h e  
k n e e s ,  p e e p i n g  out  f rom t he  y e l l o w  s u i t ,  u n c r o s s e d  
t h e m s e l v e s .  A s p o t  of  c o f f e e  d r i p p e d  on t h e  r i g h t  k n e e  
i t  was  h o t  and w e t ,  i t  was  f i l l e d  w i t h  s e n s i t i v i t y ,  p a s 
s i o n ,  and k n o w i n g .  "One  Ma s t e r  P a s s i o n  s w a l l o w s  a l l  
t h e  r e s t " .  I had r e a d  t h a t  s o m e w h e r e  t o o .  How w e l l  
i t  c o u l d  be  a p p l i e d  to  h e r .

T h e  da y  was  b e g i n n i n g  a f o o t  f r om my p u l s a t i n g  
b o d y .  T h r o u g h  t h e  c r a c k  of  t he  c l o s e d  V e n e t i a n  b l i nds ,
I saw t he  m i l d  t r u c k  pa s s  and t he  w o m e n  h a n g i n g  t h e i r  
s i l k s  and s a t i n s  on c l o t h e s  l i n e s  b e n e a t h  t he  r a d i a n t  
sun - b e f o r e  t he  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  p e o p l e ,  and I was  e n v i o u s  
but  t he  l o n e l i n e s s  was  no t  d e s o l a t e  for I had her  - w i t h 
i n  m e ,  and she c l o t h e d  me  w i t h  t he  f r i l l s  o f  w o m a n 
h o o d ,  and she  h e l d  m e  i n  t he  s t a v e s  of  m a i d e n l y  s l e n 
d e r n e s s .

T h e  day  was  b e f o r e  us .  T h e r e  we r e  no c l a s s e s  
at  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  and my  w i f e  w o u l d  work u n t i l  four  
o ’c l o c k .  G e o r g i a  was  e v e r  so h a p p y  to  r u s t l e  her  
s k i r t s  a b o u t  t h e  a p a r t m e n t  a v e c  _1 a c o eur de l a  f e m m e . 
S he  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e s e  l o n g  da y s  of  p l e a s u r e  w h e n  my  
w i f e ’s c l o t h e s  w o u l d  be  c a r e f u l l y  s pr e a d  out  on the  
b e d  for h e r .  She  w o u l d  d a n c e  a r o u n t  t he  s h e e t s ,  d a i n 
t i l y  p i c k i n g  up t h i s  s l i p ,  e x a m i n i n g  i t ,  f o l d i n g  i t ,  
s p r e a d i n g  i t  a g a i n  i n  i t s  p l a c e ;  h o l d i n g  t he  t r a n s p a r e n t  
red p a n t i e s  i n  he r  t w o  h a n d s  and r u b b i n g  t h e m  g e n t l y ,  
t h r o w i n g  t h e m  i n t o  a h e a p ;  and t h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  t he  
d r e s s e s . . .  n y l o n ,  c o t t o n ,  e v e n i n g  a t t i r e ,  n u r s i n g  u n i 
f o r ms ,  t i g h t  s k i r t s  and s m o o t h  s w e a t e r s .  She  a l s o  d e 
l i g h t e d  i n  s p e c u a l t i n g  a b o u t  wa y s  to  m a k e  s o m e  of  t he  
c l o t h e s  f i t  h e r .  S e v e r a l  dress  z i p p e r s  w o u l d  n o t  c l o s e ,  
so she  p i n n e d  t he  dr e s s  t ops  or wor e  s w e a t e r s  w h i c h  c o v 
e r e d  he r  s w e l l i n g  b r e a s t s .  Lat er  i n  t he  a f t e r n o o n ,  she  
w o u l d  h a v e  to go  b a c k  i n t o  h i d i n g ,  but  now she was  the  
w o m a n  o f  t he  h o u s e  h a v i n g  a h o t  cup  of  c o f f e e ,  wi t h  
m e .  She  s i p p e d  t h e  h o t  l i q u i d  and t ur ne d  t he  p a g e s  of  
her  F e m m e H o m m e  s crap b o o k .  P i c t u r e s  of  her  f r i e n d s  
f r om a l l  o v e r  t he  wo r l d  w e r e  p a s t e d  i n  i t .  e x p r e s s i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t he  s a m e  r u s t l i n g  sat i ns  a n d s i l k s
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as she  wor e ;  s o m e  w e r e  d a n c e r s  and o t h e r s  w e r e  m e r e l y  
y o u n g  l a d i e s  l i k e  h e r s e l f .  She  had n e v e r  m e t  any  of  
her  f r i e n d s  but  t h e i r  f r i e n d s h i p  was  s t r o n g .

S u d d e n l y  t he  door  b e l l  g a v e  he r  a s t a r t .  S h o u l d  
I send G e o r g i a  to  t h e  do o r ?  T h i s  was  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i t  
had e v e r  rung w i t h  h e r  i n  t he  h o u s e .  She  t r e m b l e d  
w a l k i n g  i n t o  t he  l i v i n g  r o o m ,  but  o d d l y  e n o u g h ,  she  
f e l t  s e c u r e  i n  her  c l o t h e s ,  and i t  w o u l d  o n l y  be  a s hor t  
g l i m p s e  i n t o  t he  wo r l d  o u t s i d e .  She  p e e p e d  t h r o u g h  
t he  c u r t a i n  o f  t he  d o o r .  A s a l e s m a n  s t o o d  q u i e t l y  o u t 
s i d e .  She mu s t  s p e a k  to  h i m  and t h e n  q u i c k l y  s e nd  h i m  
a w a y .  She did no t  h a v e  m e  to h e l p  h e r  i n  her  d e b u t .
I was  h e l p l e s s l y  i n s i d e  h e r .

"Ye s ,  w h a t  do y o u  w a n t ? ” he r  s h r i l l  v o i c e  rang  
out  as she  p e e p e d  ar o und  t he  d o o r .

" F u l l e r  brush m a n ” , he  s a i d  s m i l i n g .  "Woul d  y o u  
l i k e  t o  s e e  our l i n e  o f  g o o d s ? ” ’Y o u  w i l l  f i nd  a g r e a t  
s a v i n g s  by d e a l i n g  w i t h  us " .  He c o n t i n u e d  w i t h o u t  
n o t i c i n g .  It was  u n b e a r a b l e .  T h e  ma n  was  s p e a k i n g  
to G e o r g i a  as i f  t o  t he  l a d y  of  t he  h o u s e .  It  was  w o n 
d e r f u l .  T h e n  he  s t o p p e d  and s m i l e d  at  h e r .  " I ’m s o r 
ry,  " G e o r g i a  a n s w e r e d .  " I ’ m j u s t  t h e  m a i d  h e r e ,  and  
t he  Mrs.  l e f t  s t r i c t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  n o t  t o  buy a n y t h i n g .  "
" W oul d  i o u_ l i k e  t o  l o o k  y o u r s e l f .  We h a v e  s o m e  f i n e  
h a i r  br u s h e s ? "  "No t h a n k  y o u . "  G e o r g i a  s m i l e d  p o l i t e l y .  
" W e l l ,  t h a n k  y o u  for  a l l o w i n g  m e  to  t a l k  to  y o u . "  He  
s m i l e d  and t u r n e d  t o  g o .  " I ’m r e a l l y  sorry I c a n ’t buy  
a n y , "  she  s a i d  c l o s i n g  t h e  door  for t he  f i r s t  t i m e  on 
t he  r e a l  w o r l d .  Her d e b u t  was  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n  i f  she  
c o u l d  n e v e r  b e c o m e  a c o m p l e t e  pa r t  of  i t .

She  was  h o t  and w e a k .  She  w a n t e d  to  l a u g h  and  
cry  at  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  as she  e n t e r e d  t he  b e d r o o m .  It  
was  ove r  and she f e l t  h o t  so she  c h a n g e d  i n t o  a s u m m e r  
c o t t o n  d r e s s .  T h e  z i p p e r  w o u l d  no t  c l o s e  i n  t h e  b a c k  
so she s l i p p e d  on a b l a c k  s w e a t e r .  She  s a t  d o wn  b e f o r e  
t he  mi r r or  and t o o k  up _S ons and__L_o v_e_J_s w h i c h  she  was  
r e a d i n g  for a c l a s s .  She  l o o k e d  up e v e r y  f e w  p a g e s  and  
c a u g h t  a g l i m p s e  of  t h e  g i r l  i n  t he  m i r r o r .  G e o r g i a  r e 
m o v e d  her  w i g  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h e a t  and t i e d  a s c a r f  a r 
ound her  h e a d  as a f a r m e r  g i r l  w o u l d  do on a w i n d y  d a y .  
I l a u g h e d  at  her  b e c a u s e  she  r e s e m b l e d  an i n n o c e n t
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f ar m g i r l  now t h a t  she  w o r e  a s i m p l e  s u m m e r  dres s ,  
s w e a t e r ,  and her  l o v e l y  w i g  had b e e n  r e m o v e d .  She  
s m i l e d  at  my  l a u g h t e r .  She  d i d n ’t c a r e  i f  she  was  not  
a p r i n c e s s .  She  o n l y  d e s i r e d  t o  p l e a s e  m e .

G e o r g i a  a t e  a l i g h t  l u n c h  and r e t u r n e d  to  t he  b e d 
r o o m  w h e r e  we  s p e n t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  s t u d y i n g  and o c c a s 
i o n a l l y  a d m i r i n g  her  s m a r t  d r e s s .  She  was  s t a r t l e d  for  
a m o m e n t  a f t e r  t he  a l a r m  c l o c k  s o u n d e d .  S l o w l y  she  
b e g a n  to  s h r i n k  b a c k  i n t o  t he  a b s t r a c t i o n  f r o m w h e n c e  
s he  had  c o m e .  I had to  l e a v e  her  for t he  wor l d  of  m a s 
c u l i n e  h e a v i n e s s ,  but  I w o u l d  l e a v e  w i t h  a l i g h t  hearJ:.  
My f u l f i l l m e n t  had  b e e n  a c h i e v e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  s t a y .  She  
k n e w  t he  t i m e  had  a r r i v e d  w h e n  h e r  s o f t  w o m a n l y  c l o t h e s  
m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l l y  r e p l a c e d .  She  ran her  f i n g e r s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  s l i p  b e f o r e  s t a k i n g  i t  o f f ,  and she  f e l t  her  l e g s  b e 
f o r e  u n r o l l i n g  t he  n y l o n s .  W i t h i n  m i n u t e s ,  her  m a k e u p  
and s o f t  c l o t h i n g  m a d e  h e r  d i s o l v e  a g a i n  i n t o  my  s u b 
c o n s c i o u s .  I put  my  m a s c u l i n e  c l o t h e s  on and w a l k e d  
i n t o  t he  h o t  s un .  My f a i t h f u l  s e c r e t  w o m a n  w o u l d  w a i t  
p a t i e n t l y  i n  t h e  b e d r o o m  u n t i l  our n e x t  m e e t i n g .
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Ma ny  of  our r e a d e r s  h a v e  f ound us w i t h i n  t he  pas t  
y e a r  or so and t h e r e f o r e  m i s s e d  mu c h  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  
was  p r i n t e d  b e f o r e  t h e y  ’’j o i n e d  u p" .  We w o u l d  l i k e  
to  c a l l  to your  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  b a c k  i s s u e s  of  T r a n s v e s t -  
i a ,  are  a v a i l a b l e  at  t h e  r e d u c e d  ra t e  of  6 for $ 2 0 .
A l l  are a v a i l a b l e  at  p r e s e n t  e x c e p t  #1 a l t h o u g h  s o m e  
o f  t he  o t h e r s  are  r u n n i n g  r a t h e r  l o w .  W o u l d n ’ t y o u  
l i k e  to h a v e  a c o m p l e t e  s e t  and to f o l l o w  t he  d e v e l o p 
m e n t  of  t h i n g s  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g ?  I f  so h e r e  i s  your  
c h a n c e  b e f o r e  s o m e  of  t he  i s s u e s  are  e x h a u s t e d .  T h e y  
w i l l  no t  be r e p r i n t e d .

T h e  F e m m e M i r r o r  and C l i p  S h e e t  o f f e r  e v e n  a b i g 
ger  b a r g a i n .  Any s i x  for $ 3 . 0 0  and t h e y  c a n  be  m i x e d .  
S e v e r a l  i s s u e s  of  e a c h  are  a l r e a d y  g o n e  so we  mus t  r e 
s e r v e  t he  r i g h t  to s u b s t i t u t e  o t h e r s  t h a t  your  card  shows  
y o u  d o n ’ t h a v e  i f  we  are  out  of  any o r d e r e d .
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The Small Troubled World of Ann Randall
by A n n  (9-B - 1)

As I s i t  h e r e  b e f o r e  my  t y p e w r i t e r ,  I w o n d e r  j u s t  
how i t  a l l  b e g a n .  I try to f i g u r e  out  t h e  why  and the  
w h e r e f o r e  of  i t  a l l .  And,  i t ’s h a r d .  How do y o u  p i n 
p o i n t  the  c r e a t i o n  of  an i d e a  or t he  b e g i n n i n g  of  an e n 
t i t y ?  I t ’s not  as e a s y  as i t  s e e m s .  Where  _d_id i t  s t a r t ?

I r e m e m b e r  as a c h i l d  o f  9 or 10 l o o k i n g  for an e x 
c u s e  to f o n d l e  t he  g a r m e n t s  t h a t  I l i k e d  so w e l l .  T h e  
s i l k s ,  and r a y o n s  and s a t i n s ,  t he  e n d l e s s  v a r i e t i e s  of  
f e m i n i n e  a p p a r e l  t h a t  we r e  q u i c k  to  e x c i t e  my y o u t h f u l  
i m a g i n a t i o n .

As a y o u t h  I was  r a t h e r  f r a i l ,  c o m i n g  do wn w i t h  
e v e r y  c h i l d h o o d  d i s e a s e  k n o w n .  I was  a l l e r g i c  and s e n 
s i t i v e  to m a n y  t h i n g s .  My y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  was  a l w a y s  
mo r e  robus t  and h e a l t h y  t h a n  I .  And a l t h o u g h  I t r i e d  
v e r y  hard,  I a l w a y s  had  a hard t i m e  k e e p i n g  up w i t h  
t he  o t h e r  k i ds  i n  my  g r o u p .  So ,  m a n y  t i m e s  I p l a y e d  
j u m p  r ope  wi t h  t he  g i r l s  i n  my  n e i g h b o r h o o d .

W h e n e v e r  I c o u l d ,  I w o u l d  l o c k  m y s e l f  i n  t he  b a t h 
r o o m,  under  one  p r e t e n s e  or a n o t h e r ,  and go t h r o u g h  
t he  h a m p e r  to s e e  w h a t  a r t i c l e s  of  f e m i n i n e  f i n e r y  I 
c o u l d  f i nd and p e r h a p s  try on .  I w o u l d  i m a g i n e  m y s e l f  
a g i r l  who c o u l d  p l a y  wi t h  t he  o t h e r  g i r l s  w i t h o u t  s h a m e ,  
and who c o u l d  c h a l l e n g e  t he  b o y s  i n  g a m e s  and not  be  
a s h a m e d  of  l o s i n g - f o r  g i r l s  w e r e  no t  s u p p o s e d  to  e x c e l .

I was  a v e r y  b r i g h t  y o u n g s t e r  and s t u d i e d  har d ,  b e 
c a u s e  h e r e  was  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  I c o u l d  do as w e l l ,  i f  
no t  b e t t e r ,  t han  m o s t  b o y s .  So i n  _thi_s I was  s u p e r i o r .  
H o w e v e r ,  t he  f e m i n i n e  s i d e  of  my p s y c h e  had b e g u n  to 
d e v e l o p .  Just  why ,  i s  p r o b a b l y  a c o m b i n a t i o n  of  s o m e  
of  the  f a c t o r s  t h a t  l h a v e  s p o k e n  of  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  
p a r a g r a p h s .  But,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  was  t h e r e  and g r o w i n g .  
S o m e  t i m e s  i t  was  so s t r o n g  t h a t  I w o u l d  pr ay  to  God 
(or t he  d e v i l  i f  I w e r e  r e a l l y  d e s p e r a t e )  t h a t  I c o u l d  
be  c h a n g e d  i n t o  t h e  p e r s o n  t h a t  I w a n t e d  to  b e .

As my f e m i n i n e  s i d e  d e v e l o p e d  s t r e n g t h ,  so did my  
m a s c u l i n e  s i d e .  And a l t h o u g h  I was  s t i l l  u n d e r w e i g h t  
I b e g a n  to a s s er t  my m a s c u l i n i t y  i n  p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s .
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I p l a y e d  b a s e b a l l ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  f o o t b a l l  ( a l t h o u g h  I 
p l a y e d  s e c o n d  s t r i n g  and m o s t l y  sat  on t he  b e n c h )  and  
t e n n i s .  I b e c a m e  p r o f i c i e n t  in m a n y  sports  and b e c a m e  
an e x c e l l e n t  s w i m m e r .

Now,  i t  b e c a m e  a b a t t l e .  T w o  f o r c e s  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  
o p p o s e d  w e r e  f i g h t i n g  for p o s s e s s i o n  of  my  b e i n g .  At  
t i m e s  my m a s c u l i n e  s i d e  w o u l d  wi n  out  and the  f e m i n 
i n e  f o r g o t t e n  for a w h i l e .  T h e n  s u d d e n l y ,  a l o o k ,  a 
s c e n t ,  a m a g a z i n e  p h o t o g r a p h ,  w o u l d  s u d d e n l y  t hrow  
a l l  t he  p r e c e d i n g  i n t e n t i o n s  out  t he  w i n d o w  and I wo ul d  
be  a g a i n  y e a r n i n g  w i t h  a f i e r c e  d e s i r e  for my  f e m i n i n e  
p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d .

T h i s  s t r u g g l e  w e n t  on for a l l  o f  my  t e e n a g e  y e a r s .
It was  k n o wn  o n l y  to m y s e l f ,  for I c o n f i d e d  in no o n e .  
Ma n y  t i m e s  w h e n  I w o u l d  e l e c t  to  s t a y  at  h o m e  whe n  
t h e  re s t  of  t he  f a m i l y  w e n t  out ,  I was  l o o k e d  upon wi t h  
s o m e  w o n d e r .  No one  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t he  m i n u t e  the  car  
was  out  of  the  d r i v e w a y  I w o u l d  rush i n t o  my p a r e n t s  
b e d r o o m  and try on t he  m a n y  u n d e r t h i n g s  of  my m o t h e r  
t h a t  w o u l d  f i t  m e .  T h e  t h r i l l  of  a g i r d l e ,  s l i p  and 
h o s e  was  so g r e a t  t h a t  any  s a c r i f i c e  to be m a d e  was  
s m a l l  in c o m p a r i s o n .  -^A^d, t h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  t i m e s  when  
I was  a l m o s t  d i s c o v e r e d .  T h e s e  w e r e  e x t r e m e l y  n e r v e -  
w r a c k i n g ,  but  who  c o u t h  s top unde r  any  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

Up u n t i l  l a t e  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  m o s t  of  my e n t r i e s  
i n t o  t he  f e m i n i n e  wo r l d  w e r e  i m a g i n a t i v e ,  d o n e  o n l y  
t h r o u g h  t he  use  of  c l o t h e s ,  and s t r i c t l y  in p r i v a t e .
T h i s  was  my  own s e c r e t  and f unds  w e r e  l i m i t e d .  I had  
no f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s  o f  my  own and of  c o u r s e ,  no w i g .
I b e g a n  to s e a r c h  t h r o u g h  d r u g s t o r e s  and b o o k s t o r e s  for 
any  and a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r s .  Any  
s t or y  or p i c t u r e  t h r i l l e d  me  to p i e c e s  as I i m a g i n e d  m y 
s e l f  t h e  p e r s o n  in t he  p i c t u r e .  I r e s o l v e d  m a n y  t i m e s  
to b e c o m e  a f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r .  H o w e v e r ,  I had no  
r e a l  m o n e y  to s p e a k  of ,  no t a l e n t ,  and w h a t ’s mo r e  I 
l o v e d  my f a m i l y  t o o  m u c h  to d i s g r a c e  t h e m  wi t h  a son 
who i n  t h e i r  m i n d s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a b n o r m a l .  So the  
d e s i r e  g r e w  s t r o n g e r  and I gr e w o l d e r  and mo r e  i n d e p e n 
d e n t .

In 1 9 5 1 ,  a f t e r  one  y e a r  of  j u n i o r  c o l l e g e ,  I d e c i d e d  
to  j o i n  the  Ai r  F o r c e  for t wo  r e a s o n s .  (1)  to b e c o m e
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e l i g i b l e  for the  K o r e a n  GI B i l l  and c o n t i n u e  my  c o l l e g e  
e d u c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  any o b l i g a t i o n  t o w a r d s  my  
p a r e n t s .  (2)  to be  f r e e  to t r a v e l  and a c c u m u l a t e  m o n e y  
wi t h  w h i c h  to buy t he  w a r d r o b e  I so d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d e d .  
Of c o u r s e ,  I was  s o o n  to s e e  t h a t  in t he  Air  F o r c e  I was  
f ur t he r  a w a y  f rom my g o a l  o f  p u r s u i n g  f e m i n i n i t y  t han  
e v e r  b e f o r e .  Now a l l  my  p r i v a c y  was e l i m i n a t e d .  H o w 
e v e r ,  I b o u g h t  a s e c o n d  h a nd  c ar ,  and for t he  f i r s t  
t i m e  b l u s h e d  and b l u s t e r e d  my  wa y  t h r o u g h  a b u y i n g  
s e s s i o n  at  a l a d i e s  a p p a r e l  s hop for my " w i f e " .  1 b o u g h t  
my f i r s t  s l i p ,  s w e a t e r ,  s k i r t ,  bra and p l a y t e x  g i r d l e  
and d r o v e  i n t o  t he  b a c k  row of  a d r i v e  i n  m o v i e  to try  
t h e m  on.  T h e  f i t  was  p e r f e c t ,  I r e a l l y  f e l t  l i k e  a g i r l .  
My w h o l e  b e i n g  was  c h a n g e d  and I f e l t  born a g a i n .

Th i s  w e n t  on for m a n y  m o n t h s  and I a c c u m u l a t e d  
mo r e  and mo r e  f e m i n i n e  a p p a r e l .  S o o n ,  I was  t r a n s f e r 
red and I had to s e l l  t he  car ,  so t he  c l o t h e s  w e n t  i n t o  
a c i t y  r e f u s e  c o n t a i n e r  and I was  h e a r t b r o k e n .  Now I 
was g o i n g  o v e r s e a s  to J a p a n ,  a w a y  f rom A m e r i c a ,  to  
w h o - k n o w s - w h a t ,  and I c o u l d n ’t t a k e  any  of  t h e  c l o t h e s  
I l o v e d  so w e l l .

On t he  tr i p o v e r  and for t he  f i r s t  f e w  m o n t h s  in  
Japan  I was  p r e t t y  d e s p o n d e n t .  I d r i f t e d  f r om bar to  
bar,  and g i r l  to g i r l ,  i m i t a t i n g  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  GI b e 
h a v i o r  i n  a f o r e i g n  c o u n t r y .  H o w e v e r ,  t he  ur ge  to be  
my f e m i n i n e  s e l f  was  now s t r o n g e r  t ha n  e v e r ,  and o n l y  
a s t r a n g e  qui rk  of  f a t e  u n l e a s h e d  my  f e m i n i n e  s i d e  to  
t he  w o r l d .  I was  c a u g h t  one  day  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t he  
d r e s s e r  dr awe r s  of  a J a p a n e s e  g i r l  t h a t  I was  g o i n g  wi t h  
at  t he  t i m e .  She  w a n t e d  t o  know w h a t  i t  was  a l l  a b o u t .  
And,  for the  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  my  l i f e  I t o l d  a n o t h e r  h u m a n  
b e i n g  my  s t o r y .  ( S o m e  of  t he  j o y s  of  my  J a p a n e s e  e x 
p e r i e n c e s  w e r e  t o l d  i n  # 9 ,  an e a r l i e r  e d i t i o n  of  t h i s  
p u b l i c a t i o n . )

For t wo  y e a r s ,  I l i v e d  a t w i n  e x i s t e n c e .  T h e  m o s t  
c o m p l e t e  t h a t  I h a v e  e v e r  l i v e d ,  b e f o r e  or s i n c e .  In 
t h e  d a y t i m e  I was  a f l y e r ,  a c o c k y  A m e r i c a n  A i r m a n .  
D u r i n g  the  e v e n i n g  and on h o l i d a y s  and l e a v e s  my  f e m 
i n i n e  s i d e  b l o s s o m e d  as I n e v e r  d r e a m e d  i t  w o u l d .  I 
had a s e p a r a t e  b e i n g  and she  now had a n a m e ,  ANN  
RANDALL; n a t i o n a l i t y ,  AMERICAN DEPENDENT,  who  
e m p l o y e d  a J a p a n e s e  w o m a n  n a m e d  C h i e k o  as a h o u s e 
k e e p e r ,  m a i d  and h a n d m a i d e n .  For t wo  y e a r s ,  i t  was
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a b s o l u t e  b l i s s ,  my l i f e  was  a d r e a m ,  I b e c a m e  so e n 
t h r a l l e d  by i t  a l l  t h a t  I d i d n ’t r e a l i z e  t h a t  my  t wo  y e a r s  
i n  t he  O r i e n t  w e r e  f a s t  d r a w i n g  to a c l o s e .  I b e g a n  to  
p a n i c ,  I d i d n ’ t w a n t  to  c o m e  b a c k  to the  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,
I d i d n ’ t w a n t  t o  l o s e  my  i d e n t i t y  as An n .  In t he  l a s t  
y e a r  i n  J a p a n ,  I had f r i e n d s  who  k n e w o n l y  Ann,  and 
m a n y  wh o  k n e w o n l y  t he  A m e r i c a n  GI.  It  was  a p e r f e c t  
e x i s t e n c e .  I was  so f ond  of  t he  s t a t u s  quo  and so a f r a i d  
of  l o s i n g  Ann t h a t  I a s k e d  p e r m i s s i o n  to  marry  C h i e k o ,  
t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  i n  t he  wo r l d  who  r e a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  and 
a c c e p t e d  b o t h  p e r s o n s .  Th i s  was  m e t  wi t h  s t i f f  o p p o s 
i t i o n  at  c o m m a n d  l e v e l ,  and one  day  I was  g i v e n  24  
hours  to c l e a r  t he  b a s e  and f l y  b a c k  h o m e  for d i s c h a r g e .  
I was  m o r e  t h a n  h e a r t b r o k e n ,  my  w h o l e  l i f e ,  my v e r y  
e x i s t e n c e ,  t h a t  had b e e n  so c a r e f u l l y  a r r a n g e d  and c a r 
r i e d  out  was  e x p l o d i n g  i n  my f a c e .  I b e c a m e  m e n t a l l y  
and e m o t i o n a l l y  s i c k e n e d ,  and e v e n  at  t i m e s  p h y s i c a l l y  
w r e t c h e d .  I r e t u r n e d  to t he  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  was  d i s 
c h a r g e d  and l e f t  w i t h  my m e m o r i e s  and h e a r t b r e a k .

I r e s o l v e d  to  go  to c o l l e g e .  I b u r i e d  Ann R a n d a l l ,  
g o i n g  so far as to burn a l l  my r e c o r d s ,  p a p e r s ,  p i c t u r e s ,  
e t  a l .  T h i s  was  b i t t e r  r e p r i s a l  for a wor l d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  
u n d e r s t o o d  nor c a r e d  a b o u t  me  or my  p r o b l e m s .  I a t t 
a c k e d  t he  t e x t b o o k  and l o s t  m y s e l f  in s t u d y .  For a 
s hor t  t i m e  ( a b o u t  a y e a r  and a h a l f ) a l l  was  q u i e t .  Ex
c e p t ,  I c o u l d  n o t  go  out  w i t h  g i r l s .  When I d i d ,  I b e 
c a m e  v i o l e n t l y  i l l .  I was  h a v i n g  d e e p  e m o t i o n a l  d i s 
t u r b a n c e s  t h a t  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  w h e n e v e r  a n y t h i n g  
f e m a l e  or f e m i n i n e  h a p p e n e d .  W h e n e v e r  s o m e t h i n g  
e v e n  r e m o t e l y  r e m i n d e d  me  of  J a p a n  or my l i f e  over  
t h e r e  I w o u l d  b e c o m e  d e p r e s s e d  and m o o d y .

A f t e r  my  J u n i o r  y e a r ,  I r e s o l v e d  t h a t  I c o u l d  no t ,  
and di d n o t , bury Ann R a n d a l l  and t h a t  I p r o b a b l y  cou l d  
n e v e r  bury  h e r .  It  was  t h e n  t h a t  I c a u g h t  an ad in  
S e x o l o g y  M a g a z i n e  t h a t  s a i d ,  ’’ T h e  f i r s t  f u l l  l e n g t h  
b o o k  on T r a n s v e s t i s m - - Me n  i n F e m a l e  Dres s ,  s o o n  to 
be p u b l i s h e d . ” I w r o t e  for a c o p y  and w a i t e d  3 w e e k s  
u n t i l  i t  was  f i n a l l y  p r i n t e d .  T h i s  was  i t .  T h i s  was  
m e .  T h e r e  w e r e  o t h e r s  l i k e  me  i n  t he  w o r l d .  I was  
n o t  a l o n e .

A f t e r  t h a t  I r e s e a r c h e d  the  m e d i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g y  
l i b r a r i e s  f u l l y .  I r e ad  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I c o u l d  g e t  my  
h a n d s  on t h a t  s p o k e  of  T r a n s v e s t i s m  or E o n i s m .  I
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w o n d e r e d  i f  I was  a T r a n s v e s t i t e  or a Tr a n s e x  u a l i s  t . I 
w a s n ’t sure but  I did know t h a t  I l i k e d  w o m e n  bot h  
a e s t e t i c a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  so m u c h  t h a t  I w a n t e d  to  
m e r g e  i n t o  t he  f e m i n i n e  and b e c o m e  o ne  of  t h e m - - i f  
o n l y  for a s hor t  t i m e .  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  a c h a n g e  of  sex  
was i m p r a c t i c a l  bot h  f i n a n c i a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y .  A l 
t h o u g h  I c o u l d  no t  l i v e  w i t h o u t  Ann,  n e i t h e r  c o u l d  she  
e x i s t  w i t h o u t  m e .  We w e r e  t i e d  to  e a c h  o t h e r  l i k e  a 
m o t h e r  to her  c h i l d .

It was  t h e n  t h a t  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  I w o u l d  l i v e  my  
d u a l  e x i s t a n c e  to t he  b e s t  of  my  a b i l i t y  f r o m . then on.
I b e g a n  to c o l l e c t  a ne w w a r d r o b e  and w r o t e  t o  a c o l o r 
ed w i g  h o u s e  to p u r c h a s e  a brown w i g  for $ 5 0  . 0 0 .

In my  s e n i o r  y e a r  at  the  u n i v e r s i t y  I a g a i n  b e c a m e  
Ann R a n d a l l  for a f e w shor t  hours  on v a r i o u s  e v e n i n g s  
d u r i n g  t he  w e e k .  At  f i r s t ,  i t  t o o k  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  to  g e t  
b a c k  t he  c o u r a g e  and p o i s e  t h a t  I had had t w o  y e a r s  
e a r l i e r .  But i t  c a m e  b a c k ,  m a y b e  b e c a u s e  i t  had n e v e r  
l e f t .  It had j us t  b e e n  b u r i e d  under  v e r y  s h a k y  g r o u n d .  
Soon  Ann v i s i t e d  t he  g i r l ’s do r ms ,  t he  g i r l ’s g y m n ,  the  
l i b r a r y ,  and e v e n  t he  f r a t e r n i t y  d a n c e s  on S a t u r d a y  
n i g h t s .  My p e r i o d s  of  d e p r e s s i o n  b e c a m e  s h o r t e r  and  
f i n a l l y  a l m o s t  d i a s p p e a r e d ,  now o n l y  r e t u r n i n g  d u r i n g  
l o n g  p e r i o d s  w h e n  Ann had to go  a wa y  ( m a i n l y  d u r i n g  
t he  s u m m e r  m o n t h s ) .

Af t e r  g r a d u a t i o n ,  I w e n t  i n t o  the  b u s i n e s s  wo r l d  in  
my c h o s e n  p r o f e s s i o n  and h a v e  b e e n  c a l l e d  one  o f  the  
’’ r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  j u n i o r  e x e c u t i v e s ” , of  my  f i r m .  I am 
28 y e a r s  o l d ,  a m e m b e r  of  a c i v i c  c l u b ,  c h a i r m a n  of  a 
c i v i c  c o m m i t t e e ,  s e c r e t a r y  of  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  b u s i n e s s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a r e s p e c t e d  m e m b e r  of  my  e n v i r o n m e n t .

T w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  I m e t  t he  g i r l  of  my  d r e a m s .  We 
had ( and s t i l l  do)  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  c o m m o n .  I a s k e d  her  
to marry  m e .  Af t e r  she  a c c e p t e d  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  I mu s t  
t e l l  her  a b o u t  Ann .  I did so w i t h  g r e a t  a n x i e t y .  I 
wo u l d  d i e  i f  I l o s t  h e r ,  y e t  i t  w o u l d  n o t  be  f a i r  to  
e i t h e r  h e r s e l f  or me  to  l i v e  wi t h  a s e c r e t  as g r e a t  as 
t h i s .  I f i n a l l y  t o l d  her  and she s e e m e d  not  to c a r e .  I 
was  d e l i g h t e d  and d r e s s e d  for her  i m m e d i a t e l y .  She  
was  s h o c k e d  at  t he  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  but  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i f  
t h i s  was  wh a t  I l i k e d  to  do i t  was  a l l  r i g h t  w i t h  h e r .
We w e n t  out  f r e q u e n t l y  (I as Ann)  to a l l  the  bars  and
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n i g h t s p o t s .  We w e n t  s h o p p i n g  t o g e t h e r  and a l l  s e e m e d  
w e l l .  I was  f e e l i n g  l i k e  I did 4 y e a r s  pr i or  in J a p a n .
I was  b e g i n n i n g  t o  l i v e  a g a i n .  Both p e r s o n a l i t i e s  we r e  
h a p p y  and c o n t e n t .  We w o u l d  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  t h e  ’’ t h r e e ” 
of  us u n t i l  d e a t h  do us p a r t .

A f e w  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t he  m a r r i a g e  my w i f e  c o n f e s s e d  
t h a t  she  had n o t  o n l y  b e e n  f o o l i n g  m e ,  she  had b e e n  
f o o l i n g  h e r s e l f .  Ann d i s g u s t e d  her  and she c o u l d  s t and  
no m o r e  of  i t .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  t h a t  k e p t  us f rom c o m i n g  
a p a r t  was  t he  e x t r e m e  l o v e  my w i f e  and I h a v e  for  
e a c h  o t h e r .  We f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  to  a c o m p r o m i s e .  My 
w i f e  w o u l d  try to  e d u c a t e  h e r s e l f  and try to u n d e r s t a n d  
my o t h e r  s e l f .  I w o u l d  try to s e e  her  s i d e  of  i t  and 
no t  ask he r  to go  out  a n y m o r e  w i t h  m e .  T h e r e  was  a l 
wa y s  t he  f e a r  t h a t  s o m e o n e  w o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  my w i f e  
and w o n d e r  who  t h e  g i r l  w i t h  her  c o u l d  b e .

So I b e c a m e  a l o n e  g i r l  a g a i n ,  as I am t o d a y .  I 
go  out  as Ann a b o u t  t w i c e  a w e e k .  I v i s i t  s t o r e s ,  go 
to m o v i e s ,  do the was h  at  t he  l a u n d r o m a t  and w i n d o w  
s h o p .  I go  out  i n  the  day  as w e l l  as at  n i g h t .  T h i s  
X m a s  I b o u g h t  a l l  my  w i f e ’s g i f t s  as Ann.

My w i f e  i s  t r y i n g  to  u n d e r s t a n d ,  and i n  t i m e  I f e e l  
she  w i l l .  Ann is h a p p y  m o s t  o f  t he  t i m e ,  she  g e t s  to 
e x p r e s s  h e r s e l f  a f e w  t i m e s  a w e e k  and has  r e c o n c i l e d  
h e r s e l f  t o  t h i s .  One  t h i n g  I mu s t  s a y .  Ann is not  
h a p p y  s t a y i n g  at  h o m e ,  she mu s t  go  out  and be a m o n g  
p e o p l e .  She  m u s t  m i n g l e  wi t h  t h e m ,  c o n v e r s e  wi t h  
t h e m ,  and be a p a r t  of  s o c i e t y .  She  mu s t ,  m o s t  of  a l l ,  
be a c c e p t e d  by t h e m .  When t h i s  i s  d o n e  she  i s  ha p p y  
and c o n t e n t  to  l e t  her  a l t e r - e g o  t a k e  o v e r  the  res t  of  
her  l i f e .

Ann i s  now a w o m a n  o f  2 8 .  She  is 5 ' 1 0 "  t a l l  and 
w e i g h s  1 3 8  l b s .  i n  her  s t o c k i n g  f e e t .  She  we a r s  a s i z e  
14 dres s  and s i z e  8 1 / 2  s h o e .  She  i s  s l e n d e r  and t a l l  
w i t h  a 3 7 -  2 8 -  38 f i g u r e .  A l t h o u g h  not  t he  m o s t  a t t r a c t 
i v e  g i r l  in our c i t y ,  she^i s  w e l l  m a n n e r e d ,  c a r e f u l l y  
a t t e n t i v e  and s m a r t l y  a t t i r e d .  She  r e v e l s  in her  f e m 
i n i n i t y  and l o v e s  t he  c o m p a n y  ‘of  t he  f a i r  s e x .  She  
has  b e e n  i n  m a n y  s t a t e s  and o v e r s e a s  and is an a u t h o r 
i t y  on f e m i n i n e  h a b i t s  t h r o u g h o u t  the  w o r l d .

T h e  " w o r l d ” of  Ann R a n d a l l  i s  t r o u b l e d -  and w i l l
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p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  be  c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e  f r om f e a r  and g u i l t .  
But she has  a d j u s t e d  h e r s e l f  to  t h i s  and b o t h  she and I 
w i l l  go  on in our own a d j u s t e d  way  for as l o n g  as we  
c a n .  One of  t h e s e  days  we  w i l l  be a c c e p t e d  for wh a t  
we s e e m  to b e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  day  is a l o n g  wa y  of f ,  
and u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e  we mu s t  m a k e  our l i v e s  as c o m f o r 
t a b l e  as p o s s i b l e .  Th i s  is w h a t  Ann and I h a v e  t r i e d  
to do .  My w i f e  i s  t r y i n g  d e s p e r a t e l y  to u n d e r s t a n d  us 
and to h e l p  and be  h e l p e d  by us.  T h i s  I f e e l  w i l l  c o m e  
wi t h  t i m e .

Why Ann was  c r e a t e d  - how she  e m e r g e d  - or e x 
a c t l y  wh e n  she was  d i s c o v e r e d  I do not  k n o w .  But,  she  
i s  h e r e ,  I wa n t  her  to  s t a y  - and no p o w e r  on h e a v e n  
or e a r t h  c o u l d  d r i v e  her  f rom my s o u l .  She  is as m u c h  
a part  of  me  as I am of  m y s e l f  - t he  TWO ARE ONE.

Ann R a n d a l l
F l o r i d a
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SUSANNA S A Y S ...

It i s  a f a s c i n a t i n g  s t udy  of  h u m a n  n a t u r e  to  t a k e  
n o t e  of  t he  m y r i a d  r e a c t i o n s  t h a t  T V ’ s e x p r e s s  w h e n  
c o n f r o n t e d  wi t h  t h i s  p o i n t .  T h e i r  a n s we r s  v a r y  a c c o r d 
i n g  to the  v a l u e  and r o l e  t h e y  a s s i g n  to t h e i r  d e s i r e .  
S o m e  s e e m  to l o o k  upon t h e i r  T V i s m  in t he  s a m e  m a n n e r  
t h a t  s o m e  h i g h  s o c i e t y  p e o p l e  l o o k  upon a d a r i n g  v i s i t  
to the  ’’ s l u m s . ” T h e i r  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  i s  n i c e ,  n o r m a l ,  
a c c e p t e d ,  c l e a n ,  d e v o i d  of  ’’ v i c e s . ” T h e y  c o n f o r m  to  
the  r u l e s ,  b e l o n g  to a C l u b ,  go  to c h u r c h  on S u n d a y s ,  
mow t he  l a w n  on t h e i r  days  of f ,  go  b o w l i n g  wi t h  t he  
b o y s  and t a k e  the  w i f e  to  a m o v i e  o n c e  in a w h i l e .
T h e y  w i l l  h o n e s t l y  t e l l  y o u  t h a t  t h e y  f e e l  no g r e a t  d e 
s i re  to dress  up.  . . e x c e p t  o n c e  or t w i c e  a y e a r  w h e n  
t h e y  go  a w a y  f rom t h e i r  n i c e ,  c l e a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  on 
s o m e  " b u s i n e s s  t r ip out  of  t o w n . ” Awa y  f r o m h o m e  t he  
urge  decends  upon t h e m .  T h e y  w i l l  p u r c h a s e  an e n t i r e  
o u t f i t ,  c o m p l e t e  wi t h  m a k e - u p  and j e w e l r y  and r e nt  a 
h a i r p i e c e .  T h e n  c o m e s  t he  t h r i l l i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  of  
d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  f o r b i d d e n ,  s o m e t h i n g  n a u g h t y ,  s o m e 
t h i n g  one  m u s t n ’ t e v e n  t a l k  a b o u t .  T h e y  r e m i n d  y o u  
of  the  n i c e ,  pr i m and p r o pe r  s m a l l  t o wn  l i t t l e  o l d  l a d y  
who t r a v e l s  to t he  b i g  c i t y  and a l l o w s  h e r s e l f  one  
n a u g h t y ,  b i g  f l i n g  by b o l d l y  w a l k i n g  i n t o  a d i n g y  l i t 
t l e  t h e a t e r  to  e n j o y  a b u r l e s q u e  s h o w.

T h i s  k i nd  of  TV w i l l  l o c k  h i m s e l f  i n  a h o t e l  r o o m  
and "go s l u m m i n g "  i n t o  t he  d e l i c i o u s l y  f o r b i d d e n  p a t h  
of  cross  d r e s s i n g .  It  is an e v e n i n g  of  t h r i l l s  and s w e e t  
d r e a m s . . . e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  i f  f o r g o t t e n . . .  and t h e  e n t i r e  
e v e n t  h i g h l y  r e s e m b l e s  an a d v e n t u r e  in s o m e  s h a d o w y  
o p i u m  den  of  a n c i e n t  t i m e s .  O n c e  t he  a d v e n t u r e  i s  
o v e r  the,re is a s c u r r y i n g  a b o u t  to  e r a s e  a l l  t r a c e s  of  
" e v i l ” . . !  t he  o u t f i t  is w r a p p e d  and d r o p p e d  i n  s o m e  
t rash c a n  a l o n g  t he  s i d e w a l k . . . t he  w i g  i s  r e t u r n e d  by 
m a i l . . . a n d  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g ,  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t h i n g  l e f t  
i n  h i s  l u g g a g e  t h a t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l e  g i v e  h i m  a w a y .
T h e r e  is o n l y  a g l o w ,  an i n n e r  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  o f  h a v i n g  
d o n e  t he  f o r b i d d e n  t h i n g ,  of  h a v i n g  s t r a y e d  f rom t he
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r i g h t  p a t h ,  o f  a d d i n g  a " s e c r e t ” to h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  of  
m e m o r i e s ,  s o m e t h i n g  h e ' l l  c h u c k l e  a b o u t  to h i m s e l f .
He has  "put  one  over"  on s o c i e t y ,  h i s  f a m i l y  and hi s  
f r i e n d s . . .  and t h i s  i s  s a t i s f y i n g .  I dare  s ay  t h e r e  mus t  
be  m a n y  T V ' s  wh o  n e a t l y  f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  g r o u p . . .  the  
o n c e -  or-  t w i c e -  a - y e a r  T V .  Of  c o u r s e  not  a l l  o f  t h e m  
e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s  s a m e  " i n d u l g i n g  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  f o r 
b i d d e n "  f e e l i n g  w i t h  t he  s a m e  i n t e n s i t y .

In m a n y  T V ’s t h e r e  is no p a r t i c u l a r  s e n s e  of  a c t u a l  
g u i l t ,  or i f  t h e r e  i s ,  i t  does no t  a m o u n t  to a n y t h i n g  
s t r o n g .  In t h i s  c a s e ,  T V i s m  is m a i n l y  a f orm of  e s c a p e .  
It i s - - t o  t h e m - - a  f or m of  d a y d r e a m i n g  t ur ne d  i n t o  
a c t i o n .  F a n t a s y  w h i c h  g o e s  b e y o n d  a p u r e l y  m e n t a l  
g a m e  and is  a c t i v a t e d  . . . the  g h o s t  b e c o m e  s o l i d  p r o t o 
p l a s m .  T h e  h e r o  o f  t he  s t or y  c a n n o t  s t and the  pr e s s u r e s  
i m p o s e d  on h i m  by t he  a u t h o r  of  t he  s c r i p t . . .  t o o  ma n y  
d e m a n d s  are m a d e  on h i s  s t r e n g t h ,  c r e a t i v i t y ,  . . . t o o  
m u c h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on hi s  sh o u l d e r s . . he  mu s t  a l w a y s  
p r e s e n t  a f r o nt  of  s t e e l . . .  and he is  t i r e d ,  so t e r r i b l y  
t i r e d  of  t h a t  r o l e  . . . s o m e  t h i n g  w i t h i n  h i s  s ou l  s t i rs  in  
g e n t l e  and i m p a t i e n t  u n d u l a t i o n s . . .  p l e a s e ,  j u s t  a l i t 
t l e  r e s t . . .  j u s t  a f e w hours  of  t o t a l  o b l i v i o n . . . a  m o m 
e n t  of  r e a l  f r e e d o m  , a m o m e n t  to  f e e l  a i r y ,  d i s e m 
b o d i e d ,  l i g h t ,  w i t h o u t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  w i t h o u t  p r o b 
l e m s . . .  a m o m e n t  to s t o p . . .  and b e c o m e  s o m e o n e  e l s e . .  
. . b e  i n  e v e r y w a y  t he  o p p o s i t e  of  t he  r o l e  he  has  b e e n  
p r o t r a y i n g .

Ma n y  T V ’s e v e n  i f  t h e y  n e v e r  g e t  to  a c t  out  t hi s  
l i b e r a t i o n ,  o f t e n  l i v e  i t  v i v i d l y  in t h e i r  day  d r e a m s . .  
. . t h e  s y m b o l s  of  a g g r e s i v e  m a s c u l i n i t y  are torn down  
w i t h  a f e l i n e  f e r o c i  ty . . . t he  r ough c l o t h i n g  of  the  
f i s h e r m a n ,  t he  drab c o l o r s  o f  h i s  o f f i c e  a t t i r e . . .  t he  
h i r s u t e  b o d y  of  t h e  a t h l e t e  . . . t he  c o l o r l e s s  l i p s  f r a m e d  
by an aura of  s t u b b l y  g r a y . . .  t he  s u f f o c a t i n g  w e i g h t  of  
t h i c k  s o l e d  s h o e s . . .  t he  u n b e a r a b l e  u g l i n e s s  of  t he  shi r t  
and t i e ,  (I w o n d e r  h o w m a n y  w o m e n  w o u l d  r e t a i n  t h e i r  
s a n i t y  i f  t h e y  w e r e  c o n d e m n e d  to  w e a r  for a l i f e t i m e ,  
day  in and day  out ,  S u m m e r  and Wi n t e r ,  t he  v e r y  s a m e  
w h i t e ,  h i g h n e c k e d ,  l o n g  s l e e v e d  b l o u s e  ! ) . . .  Th e  u n i 
f or m b e c o m e s  a s y m b o l  to be  m o m e n t a r i l y  d e s t r o y e d . .
. . a n d  t he  TV s e e s  h i m s e l f  as a GG.  Doors  are o p e n e d  
for h e r . . .  a d m i r i n g  g l a n c e s  are a i m e d  at  h e r . . . s h e  i s  
c o l o r f u l .  . .  s t y l i s h .  . . .  s o f t ,  g r a c e f u l ,  a i r y . . . f o r  an
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i n s t a n t *  a l l  s e n s e  of  p r e s s u r e  has  v a n i s h e d ,  r e s p o n s i b 
i l i t y  i s  g o n e . . . T h e  o t h e r  ’’s e l f "  r e t i r e s  i n t o  a l i m b o  of  
s u s p e n d e d  a n i m a t i o n  w h e r e  e v e n  h i s  m e m o r i e s  are put  
to  s l e e p . . . T h e  ne w "she" r e i g n s  s u p r e m e ,  u n c h a l l e n g e d  
a v i d l y  d r i n k i n g  a l l  t he  f o r b i d d e n  n e c t a r s . . .  In a wa y ,  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n  c o u l d  be  a l s o  r e g a r d e d  as a c l e a n s i n g  
a c t .  It is  d e f i n i t e l y  a d r a m a t i c  f or m of  e s c a p e ,  t o t a l  
e sc ape  . . . e sc ape  f rom p r e s s u r e .

T h i s  v e r y  s a m e  p i c t u r e  h o w e v e r ,  c a n  h a v e  m o r e  
t han  one  m o t i v a t i o n . . . It  c o u l d  be  a m i x t u r e  of  p r e s 
sure  p l u s  a f e e l i n g  of  i n a d e q u a c y .  . . T h e  TV ( t h o u g h  not  
w i s h i n g  to a d m i t  i t  to a n y b o d y  e l s e )  m a y  be  c o n s c i o u s  
t h a t  he  i s  no t  d o i n g  as w e l l  as s o c i e t y  e x p e c t s  of  h i m .  
He i s  t r y i n g ,  but  he  j u s t  d o e s  not  c o m e  up to  t he  s t a n d 
ards s e t  for h i m .  T h e r e  i s  a h i d d e n  b i t t e r n e s s ,  a s e n s e  
of  f r u s t r a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  w h i c h  is  e a s e d  and s o o t h e d  in  
h i s  n e w r o l e .  Fai lure or f e a r  o f  f a i l u r e  l e a d s  h i m  to  
a v o i d  re a l i t y . . . and t h e r e ’ s n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  t ha n  to b e 
c o m e  s o m e b o d y  e l s e . . . a  s o m e b o d y  upon w h o m  s o c i e t y  
i s  m o r e  w i l l i n g  to b e s t o w  f o r g i v e n e s s . . .  f e m i n i n i  ty,  
e v e n  i f  g u i l t y ,  u s u a l l y  g e t s  a l e s s e r  s e n t e n c e . . .  A t r a f 
f i c  c o p  w i l l  go  mu c h  e a s i e r  on a l a d y  d r i v e r  t h a n  on 
t h e  m a n .  A p r e t t y  s m i l e . . . e v e n  a f e w t e a r s . . . t u r n  out  
t o  be  p o w e r f u l  we ap o n s . . . thus t he  TV f i n d s  h i s  ne w s e l f  
i n  a b e t t e r  s i t u a t i o n  to s u c c e e d  w h e r e  Mhe" w o u l d  f a i l .  
He i s  a r m e d  now wi t h  a new s e t  o f  w e a p o n s  t h a t  g i v e  
h i m  a s e n s e  of  ne w,  f a s c i n a t i n g  p o w e r .

But,  is  i t  a l l  an e s c a p e  f r om p r e s s u r e ,  or f r om a 
s e n s e  of  i n a d e q u a c y ,  or f rom f e a r ?  Of  c o u r s e  n o t .  . .
We m a y  f i nd the  a b o v e  i n g r e d i e n t s  a l l  m i x e d ,  or j u s t  
o n e ,  or none  of  t h e m .  Let  us t a k e  t he  TV who  has  e m 
b a r k e d  on c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  
d i f f e r e n t ,  d i f f i c u l t ,  u n u s u a l  and c h a l l e n g i n g .  T h i s  
TV is s u c c e s s f u l ,  c l e v e r ,  r e s o u r c e f u l - - a d e q u a t e - p l u s .
In T V i s m  h e  f i n d s  an a d d i t i o n a l  f i e l d  t o  p r o v e  to  h i m 
s e l f  and to o t h e r s  how r i c h l y  e n d o w e d  i n  t a l e n t s  he  i s .  
No t  ve r y  m a n y  m e n  are  a b l e  to s u c c e s s f u l l y  i m p e r s o n a t e  
a w o m a n .  It t a k e s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a c t i n g  a b i l i t y . ,  and  
thus  T V i s m  b e c o m e s  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e  s o m e w h a t  
of  a h o b b y  w h i c h  is  s a t i s f y i n g  and r e l a x i n g .  I t ’ s "for  
t h e  ma n  w h o ’s g o t  e v e r y t h i n g "  and i s  a r i c h  a n t i d o t e  
a g a i n s t  b o r e d o m .  T V i s m  h e r e  i s  no c o m p u l s i o n . . i t  c a n  
be  p r a c t i c e d  at  w i l l ,  w h e n e v e r  one  f e e l s  l i k e  i t ,  and
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c a n  a l w a y s  be  d r o p p e d  for l o n g  p e r i o d s .  The  " o b s e s s i o n  
to  dres s  u p ” d o e s  no t  e x i s t .

S o m e h o w  I f i nd  i t  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  to put  m y 
s e l f  i n  t he  p l a c e  of  T V ' s  who  c a n  " t a k e  i t  or l e a v e "  so 
to  s p e a k .  At l e a s t  on t he  s u r f a c e  t h e y  s e e m  q u i t e  c o n 
t e n t e d  w i t h  d r e s s i n g  up o n c e  or t w i c e  a y e a r .  One  
w e e k e n d  a w a y  f r om h o m e  or w h e n  t he  w i f e  g o e s  v i s i t i n g  
h e r  f o l k s  for a c o u p l e  o f  da y s  i s  e n o u g h  to s a t i s f y  t h i s  
t y p e  of  T V .  One  s e s s i o n  s e e m s  to  a p p e a s e  t he  urge  for  
a l o n g  t i m e .  But t he  o p p o s i t e  is a l s o  t r u e .  Each s e s 
s i o n  i n c r e a s e s  t he  urge  for a r e p e a t  p e r f o r m a n c e .  Every-  
t i m e  t h e  TV g i v e s  i n ,  he  f i nds  h i m s e l f  n e x t  day  wi t h  
m o r e  t h i r s t  for d r e s s i n g  t han he  f e l t  t he  day  b e f o r e .
T h a t  i s  why  m a n y  w i v e s  b a l k  at  a l l o w i n g  t h e i r  hu s b a n d s  
t h e  f r e e d o m  to dres s  as o f t e n  as t h e y  f e e l  l i k e  i t .  T h e y  
f e a r  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  t h i s  c a n  b e c o m e  an " a l l  t i m e  a c t 
i v i t y "  and t he  h u s b a n d  w i l l  j u s t  v a n i s h  l e a v i n g  i n  h i s  
p l a c e  a " g i r l f r i e n d "  or "s i s t e r "  for t he  w i f e .  T h e  
t r o u b l e  h e r e  l i e s  in t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  TV who  c a n* t  
dres s  at  h o m e  w i l l  s o o n e r  or l a t e r  go out  of  t he  h o u s e  
to i n d u l g e  in a h o t e l  r o o m i n  s o m e  n e i g h b o r i n g  t o w n .  
T h i s  f or m of  " c h e a t i n g "  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  c r e a t e  a s e n s e  
of  g u i l t .  T h e  TV f e e l s  t h a t  the  "hus band and w i f e "  
t e a m  s hows  a c r a c k .  He r e  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  he  i s  
NOT s h a r i n g  wi t h  h i s  w i f e .  He is  h i d i n g  s o m e t h i n g  
f r o m h e r .  If  he  l o v e s  h i s  w i f e  he  w i l l  h a t e  h i s  T V i s m  
a l m o s t  in t h e  s a m e  p r o p o r t i o n  t h a t  he l o v e s  i t .  And a 
t i n y  t u m o r  o f  c o n f l i c t  w i l l  m a k e  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  in hi s  
p e r s o n a l i t y .  A t u m o r  w h i c h  in s o m e  c a s e s  m a y  grow  
and p o i s o n  t he  e n t i r e  h o m e  a t m o s p h e r e .  What  to do?  
S i n c e  i t  " t a k e s  t w o  to  t a n g o "  bo t h  h u s b a n d  and w i f e  
m u s t  f a c e  t he  s i t u a t i o n  t o g e t h e r ,  a n a l i z e  t he  s t r e n g t h  
of  t h e  urge  and t he  s t r e n g t h  of  h i s  w i l l  p o we r ;  c o m p a r e  
t h i s  d a t a  w i t h  her  f e e l i n g ^  and a t t i t u d e s ;  e x a m i n e  a l l  
t h e  pr o ' s  and c o n ' s  and r e a c h  an i n t e l l i g e n t  c o m p r o m i s e  
i n  w h i c h  he  w i l l  m a k e  c o n c e s s i o n s  as w e l l  as h i s  w i f e .  
D e p e n d i n g  on t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  m u t u a l  
l o v e ,  and p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s e t t l e m e n t  i s  o f t e n  
f e a s i b l e  t h o u g h  no t  a l w a y s  e a s y  to  a c h i e v e .  T h e r e  ma y  
be  s o m e  T V ’ s ( a l t h o u g h  I ' v e  n e v e r  m e t  one  y e t )  who  
w i l l  m a k e  t he  e n t i r e  s a c r i f i c e  by t h e m s e l v e s  and g i v e  
up d r e s s i n g  e n t i r e l y . . .  T h i s  d o e s  no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m e a n  
t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  c e a s e d  to be  T V ’s . . . t h e  urge  i s  s t i l l  
t h e r e ,  and ho w l o n g  w i l l  i t  s t a y  q u i e s c e n t ?  How l o n g
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c a n  w i l l  p o we r  a l o n e  h o l d  i t  i n  c h e c k ?  How l o n g  c a n  
t he  mi n d  r e s i s t  t h e  p r e s s u r e ?  I i m a g i n e  t h i s  w i l l  va r y  
f rom i n d i v i d u a l  to i nd i vi  d ua 1. . . b u t by and l a r g e ,  t he  
r e p r e s s e d  urge  b e c o m e s  a c a n c e r  of  t he  s o u l  and c r e a t e s  
a l i f e t i m e  of  u n h a p p i n e s s .  I ’ve  m e t  s e v e r a l  ’’r e p r e s s e d  
T V ’ s M . . .  p e o p l e  who  h a v e  d o ne  a l o t  o f  d a y d r e a m i n g  and  
i n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s  h a v e  n e v e r  d r e s s e d  at  a l l ! ! !  T h e y  
are a f r a i d  to ’’ l e t  g o " .  T h e y  a v i d l y  r e ad  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  
has  to do wi t h  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g ,  t h e i r  h e a r t s  go  " p i t y - p a t "  
w h e n e v e r  t h e y  s e e  t he  p i c t u r e  of  a ma n  d r e s s e d  i n  
w o m e n ’s c l o t h e s ,  t h e y  c a n  h a r d l y  c o n t a i n  t h e i r  e x c i t e 
m e n t  i f  t h e y  s e e  a f e m a l e  i m p e r s o n a t o r  on t he  s t a g e ,  
and a l l  t h e y  do is day d r e a m .  B e l i e v e  m e ,  ALL OF 
THEM are n e r v o u s  w r e c k s !  ! ! T h e y  e i t h e r  show a 
t w i t c h i n g  of  t he  e y e s ,  or s t u t t e r  w h e n  t h e y  t a l k ,  or 
p u f f  a w a y  on a c i g a r e t t e  l i k e  m a n i a c s ,  or s q u i r m e n d 
l e s s l y  on t he  c h a i r  t h e y  s i t  on .  In mo r e  s e r i o u s  c a s e s ,  
t h e  TV f i nds  t ha t  a dr i nk or t wo  w i l l  s o o t h e  h i s  n e r v e s .  
T h e  dr i nks  m u l t i p l y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  w i t h  t he  i n t e n s i t y  of  
t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  and b e f o r e  y o u  know i t ,  we  h a v e  e x 
c h a n g e d  a TV for an a l c h o l i c .

So far i t  l o o k s  as i f  I am m a k i n g  a o n e - s i d e d  c a s e  
i n  f a v o r  of  f r e e d o m  for t he  TV to l e t  h i s  h a i r  down  
w i t h o u t  r e p r e s s i o n  and g u i l t .  To  be  h o n e s t ,  t h a t ’s t h e  
wa y  I f e e l .  H o w e v e r ,  l e t ’ s g i v e  a c h a n c e  to t he  o p 
p o s i t i o n .  We go  b a c k  now t o  t he  w i f e  who  is  a f r a i d  
t h a t  f r e e d o m  for her  h u s b a n d  to  do as he  p l e a s e s  w i l l  
b e c o m e  an o v e r w h e l m i n g ,  d a i l y  o b e s s i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  
a n n i h i l a t e  h i s  m a s c u l i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y .  In s o m e  c a s e s  
she  m a y  be r i g h t .  If  t he  h u s b a n d  i s  a w e a k ,  s p i n e l e s s  
p e r s o n a l i t y ,  her  f e a r s  m a y  c o m e  t r u e .  He m a y  be  
s w e p t  a wa y  by t he  t e r r i f i c  i m p a c t  of  a c t i v e  c r o s s - d r e s 
s i n g .  For t h i s  to h a p p e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  he  m u s t  be  a f r a i l  
c h a r a c t e r ,  t o t a l l y  d e v o i d  of  w i l l - p o w e r  and c o n s i d e r 
a t i o n  for o t h e r s . . . i n  o t h e r  wor ds ,  s h e ' d  be  b e t t e r  o f f  
w i t h o u t  h i m  a n y w a y .  He s h o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  m a r r i e d  in  
t he  f i r s t  p l a c e .  Lert us a s s u m e  t h a t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  an 
e x t r e m e  c a s e .  If  he  i s  an a v e r a g e  ma n  he  s h o u l d  be  
a b l e  w i t h  her  h e l p ,  t o  f i nd  t he  h a p p y  m e d i u m ,  t he  
" p e r s p e c t i v e "  t h a t  V i r g i n i a  r e c o m m e n d s ,  t o g e t h e r  wi t h  
" m o d e r a t i o n "  p l us  an i n t e l l i g e n t  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  l i f e  
as a w h o l e .  If one  is an i d i o t ,  w h e t h e r  he  i s  a TV or 
n o t ,  he  is g o i n g  to m a k e  a m e s s  of  h i s  l i f e  a n y w a y ,  so

67



s i z e  y o u  w e a r ? ” . . . O r  to  run i n t o  t h e  s a m e  s a l e s l a d y  
w h i l e  y o u  are  a c c o m p a n y i n g  your  w i f e  and h e a r  t he  
s a l e s l a d y  s a y ,  ’’ H e l l o ,  Mrs .  S m i t h ,  did y o u  l i k e  t he  
s t o c k i n g s  y o u r  h u s b a n d  b o u g h t  for y o u  l a s t  w e e k ? ” . . . T o  
be  o ut  i n  p u b l i c  and h a v e  t he  n e w ,  l i q u i d - f i l l e d  b a l 
l o o n s  y o u  are  w e a r i n g  as f a l s i e s ,  b r e a k  ( T h i s  a c t u a l l y  
h a p p e n e d  to  m e  o n c e ,  b e f o r e  I k n e w e n o u g h  a b o u t  s uch  
t r i c k s ,  was  I e m b a r r a s s e d !  ! ! ) . . . T o  go out  o f  t he  h o u s e  
i n  y o u r  m a l e  a t t i r e  a n d - - a s  y o u  are a b o u t  to t a k e  the  
b u s - - y o u  r e a l i z e  y o u  f o r g o t  to r e m o v e  t h e  v i v i d  red  
n a i l p o l i s h .  . . To  t a l k  a TV f r i e n d  i n t o  p l u c k i n g  h i s  e y e 
b r ows  h a v i n g  a s s u r e d  h i m  t h a t  n o t  o n e  p e r s o n  i n  a t ho us 
and w i l l  n o t i c e .  . S o .  . t h e  day  a f t e r ,  he  r i n g s  y o u  and  
t e l l s  y o u  i n  i c y  t o n e s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  he  m e t  e x 
c l a i m e d  o u t l o u s  ” Why,  y o u ’v e  p l u c k e d  y o u r  e y e b r o w s ! ” . 
. . O r  to  f i n a l l y  m a k e  t h e  s u p r e m e ,  b o l d  e f f o r t  o f  s t e p 
p i n g  o u t  in w h a t  y o u  t h i n k  i s  y o u r  b e s t  a p p e a r a n c e  o n l y  
to h a v e  a l i t t l e  k i d  s t a r e  at  y o u  and t h e n  l o u d l y  s h o u t  
to  h i s  m o t h e r  n e a r - b y :  ’’ M o m m y ,  l o o k  at  t h e  l a d y  wi t h  
a m o u s t a c h e ! "  (I c a n  v o u c h  for t h i s  e v e n t  -  i t  h a p p e n e d  
to m e  s o m e  t e n  y e a r s  a g o ) . . . ( t h e  l i t t l e  brat  mu s t  h a v e  
h a d  X - r a y  v i s i o n  ! ) . . .  But t h e  m o s t  d e v a s t a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  
o f  t h e m  a l l  was  l i v e d  by a TV f r i e n d  who was  r i d i n g  
w i t h  us to  t h e  r e s o r t .  He was  t he  o n l y  o ne  dr e s s e d  and 
h e  h a d  m a d e  t h a t  s u p r e m e  e f f o r t  we a l l  m a k e  w h i l e  
s t r i v i n g  for  p e r f e c t i o n . . . we  a l l  t o l d  h i m  he  l o o k e d  
s i m p l y  s u p e r b . . . a n d  h e  d i d . . . u n t i l  we  s t o p p e d  for  c o f 
f e e  a l o n g  t h e  wa y  and as we  w e r e  g e t t i n g  b a c k  to t he  
c a r ,  a S t a t e  t r o o p e r  g r o w l e d :  ’’ Wai t  a m i n u t e ” and p r o 
c e e d e d  to f o c u s  h i s  f l a s h l i g h t  on our f r i e n d .  W e ’ l l  
n e v e r  f o r g e t  t he  q u e s t i o n  he  a s k e d :  "What  are  y o u  d o i n g  
i n  w o m e n ’ s c l o t h e s ,  b u d d y  ? - - F o r t u n a t e l y  our f r i e n d  go t  
o u t  o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c  c h a i r  by t e l l i n g  t h e  t r o o p e r  he  was  a 
p e r f o r m e r  on t h e  s t a g e .  T h e  t r o o p e r  w a v e d  us a w a y  and 
y o u  s h o u l d  h a v e  h e a r d  t h e  s i g h  o f  r e l i e f !  ! ! . . . From t h a t  
t i m e  on our f r i e n d  was  n e v e r  t h e  s a m e  and n e v e r  b e l i e v 
e d  a n y o n e  who  t o l d  her  she  l o o k e d  w o n d e r f u l . . .

And so i t  g o e s . . . t h e  r e s o r t  has  b e e n  s o l d . . . b u t  we  
m i g h t  j u s t  h a v e  a s m a l l e r  p l a c e  for our f r i e n d s  s o m e 
t i m e  t h i s  y e a r . . . k e e p  y o u r  f i n g e r s  cr o s s e s . .  . S e e  y o u  in 
n e x t  T V i a ............ l o v e .  . . .

. . . .  S u s a n n a
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VIRGIN V IEW S-------A R E T R O SPE C T  US
by V ir g in ia

Ma n y  of  t he  r e a d e r s  of  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  
t h r o u g h  t he  m a i l  an a n n o u n c e m e n t  of  a new m a g a z i n e  
for T V ’s w h i c h  is s c h e d u l e d  to e m a n a t e  f rom Ne w York  
C i t y  s o m e t i m e  i n  J u n e .  S e v e r a l  of  t h o s e  who  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  w o n d e r e d  how t h e i r  n a m e  had b e e n  
o b t a i n e d .  I a s s ur e  any  and a l l  r e a d e r s  o n c e  a g a i n  t hat  
t h e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  o f  CHEVALIER PUBLI CATI ONS is no t  
a v a i l a b l e  for s a l e  or use  by a n y o n e  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  wor t h  p o i n t i n g  out  t h a t  o v e r  the  pas t  
t h r e e  y e a r s  a l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  h a v e  be  c o m e  
a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  by m a i l  and i n  p e r s o n  t hrou
gh t he  m e d i u m  of  T R A N S V E S T I A .  When p e o p l e  know of  
p e o p l e  t h e y  c a n  m a k e  t h e s e  n a m e s  a v a i l a b l e  to o t he r s  
or c a n  m a i l  out  l i t e r a t u r e  s u p p l i e d  to t h e m .  I h a v e  no  
k n o w l e d g e  of  t he  s o u r c e  o f  t he  n a m e  l i s t  us ed by TURN-
A B O U T - - t h e  n a m e  of  t he  ne w p u b l i c a t i o n ------but  I am
sure  t he  g r e a t e r  pa r t  of  i t  c o n s i s t s  of  p e r s o n s  who  w e r e  
b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  o p e n  t h r o u g h  t he  e x i s t a n c e  of  TRANS - "  
VE S T I A .

I t h i n k  t h a t  one  t h i n g  s h o u l d  be  m a d e  c l e a r  at  t he  
s t a r t ,  and t h a t  is t h a t  I b e a r  no i l l  w i l l  t o wa r d  the  
p u b l i s h e r  and c o o p e r a t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  in t h i s  ne w v e n 
t u r e .  T h e i r  e f f o r t s  w i l l  s t a n d  or . f a l l  on t h e i r  own m e r 
i t s  and n a t u r a l l y  t h e  m o r e  i n t e l l i g e n t  and c l e a n - c u t  
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t he  c a s e  for TVs  t h a t  are  m a d e  t he  s o 
o n e r  s o m e  g r e a t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i l l  d e v e l o p .  H o w 
e v e r ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  k e e p i n g  a pr ope r  p e r s p e c t i v e  
a b o u t  t he  w h o l e  m a t t e r  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  j u s t  as i t  was  
p r o p e r  for t he  Ed i t o r  of  TURNABOUT t o  s end out  a 
" P r o s p e c t u s "  o u t l i n i n g  t he  i n t e n t  and p u r p o s e s  of  t he  
n e w v e n t u r e ,  i t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  I as Ed i t o r  of  T R A N S 
V ES TI A,  s h o u l d  s e t  f o r t h  t h a t  w h i c h  I am g o i n g  to  c a l l  
a " R e t r o s p e c t u s ” - - a l o o k i n g  b a c k w a r d  t o  t he  t r a i l  we  
h a v e  b l a z e d  and t h e  r e a s o n s  for t he  t h i n g s  t h a t  we  h a v e  
d o n e .  T h i s  i s  f i t t i n g  and p r o pe r  b e c a u s e ,  as m o s t  of  
y o u  who  h a v e  s e e n  t he  m a i l e r  s e n t  out  for TURNABOUT  
h a v e  r e a l i z e d ,  i t s  w o r d i n g  and i t s  p o l i c i e s  are o u t l i n e d  
a f t e r  c e r t a i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t o  t he  wa y  in w h i c h  s i mi l a r  
m a t t e r s  h a v e  b e e n  h a n d l e d  i n T  RANS VEST I A.  I f e e l  i t
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is o n l y  f a i r  t h a t  s o m e  of  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  be  d i s c u s s e d  
in order t h a t  t he  p o s i t i o n  of  TR A N S V E S T I A  be m a d e  
p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r .  To  be c a n d i d ,  I,  as Ed i t o r  do n o t  
c a r e  to h a v e  my m o t i v e s . a n d  a c t i o n s  be  m a d e  to appear  
as u n d e s i r a b l e ,  a r b i t r a r y  or s e l f i s h  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  some
one e l s e  c h o o s e s  to s e t  a b o u t  a s i m i l a r  t a s k  in a d i f 
f e r e n t  w a y .  Let  us c o m p a r e  t he  p o l i c i e s  and p r o p o s e d  
p r o c e d u r e s  of  t he  t wo  m a g a z i n e s .

Th e  Edi t or  of  TURNABOUT in h i s  p r o s p e c t u s  s ays ,  
’’t he  Edi t ors  s h a l l  not  r e s t r i c t  t he  p a g e s  of  TURNABOUT  
to  e x p r e s s i n g  o n l y  t h o s e  i d e a s  w h i c h  c o n f o r m  to  wh a t  
we,  as i n d i v i d u a l s ,  b e l i e v e  i n .  I n s t e a d ,  we  w e l c o m e  
any d i v e r g e n t  o p i n i o n  f r om any  s o u r c e  as l o n g  as i t  is  
c l e a r l y  and i n t e l l i g e n t l y  s t a t e d . ” As Ed i t o r  of  an e s 
t a b l i s h e d  m a g a z i n e  I w o u l d  l i k e  to p o i n t  out  t h a t  t h e r e  
are r o u g h l y  four t y p e s  of  m a g a z i n e s  :( l ) the  n e w s  m a g a z 
i n e  such as TIME or NEWSWEEK w h i c h  p r i n t  e v e r y t h i n g  
t h a t  m i g h t  be  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  t he  r e a d e r s ;  (2)  t h e  s t o r y -  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  t y p e s  s uch  as CORONET,  PAGENT e t c . ,
(3)  t h e  j o u r n a l s  of  o p i n i o n  l i k e  t he  N A T I O N  and NEW 
REPUBLIC i n  w h i c h  v a r i o u s  s i d e s  m a y  be  h e a r d  f r om on 
a v a r i e t y  o f  s u b j e c t s ;  and (4)  t h o s e  w h i c h  s e r v e  a l i m 
i t e d  r e a d e r s h i p  on an i n t e n t i o n a l l y  l i m i t e d  f i e l d  of  
m a t e r i a l  such  as t he  NAT I ONAL  GEOGRAPHIC on t r a v e l ,  
e x p l o r a t i o n ,  e t c . ,  and t he  SCI ENTI F I C AMERICAN on 
s t r i c t l y  s c i e n t i f i c  s u b j e c t s  for a s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  e n l i g h t 
e n e d  r e a d e r s h i p .  A new m a g a z i n e  c a n  of  c o u r s e ,  e l e c t  
w h i c h  t y p e  i t  w i l l  b e .

TRANSVESTI A was  s t a r t e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  w i t h  the* 
i d e a  of  l i m i t e d  c o v e r a g e  but  w i t h  no c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  i t  
c o u l d  s u r v i v e  i f  i t  did no t  e n c o m p a s s  s e v e r a l  r e l a t e d  
f i e l d s  s uch as b o n d a g e ,  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  p u n i s h m e n t  e t c .
So,  in T V i a s  #1,  2,  3 and 4,  s t o r i e s  t h a t  i n v o l v e d  s o m e
of  t h i s  t y p e  of  m a t e r i a l  a p p e a r e d .  But a l s o  in # 4  w a s 4 
a ’’P o p u l a r i t y  P o l l ” t h e  r e s u l t s  of  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  i n  
T V i a  # 5 .  Th i s  p o l l  v e r i f i e d  my  own p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  
and d e t e r m i n e d  m e  to f o l l o w  t h e m  i n  f u t u r e  i s s u e s ,  
n a m e l y ,  t o  d e d i c a t e  TR A N S V E S T I A  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t ,  
n e e d s  and des i res:  o f  t h o s e  p e o p l e  wh o  w e r e  (a)  h e t e r o 
s e x u a l ,  and (b) no t  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  b o n d a g e ,  
h u m i l a t i o n ,  f e t i s h i s m ,  s p a n k i n g ,  p u n i s h m e n t ,  d o m i n 
a t i o n  or ot her  t y p e s  of  b e h a v i o u r  i n  w h i c h  c r o s s  d r e s -
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s i n g  m i g h t  p l a y  o n l y  an i n c i d e n t a l  p a r t .  Thus  TRANS-  
VESTI A is a t y p e  (4)  m a g a z i n e  not  as a r e s u l t  of  i t ’s 
E d i t o r ’s s t u b b o r n l y  s e l f i s h  a t t i t u d e  but  as t he  c a r e f u l l y  
and i n t e n t i o n a l l y  p l a n n e d  v o i c e  of  a s p e c i a l  group of  
n e g l e c t e d  p e o p l e .  T h e r e f o r e  m a t e r i a l  b a s e d  on o t her  
b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n s  has  no t  a p p e a r e d  i n  t he  p a g e s  of  
T R A N S V E S T I A  and w i l l  no t  a p p e a r .  T h e r e  are q u i t e  e n
ough r e a d e r s  who  f a l l  w i t h i n  t he  l i m i t a t i o n s  I h a v e  a d 
o p t e d  to k e e p  m e  m o r e  t h a n  b u s y .  If  TURNABOUT or 
any  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w i s h e s  to  s p e a k  for m e m b e r s  of  
t h e s e  o t h e r  gr oups  i t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e i r  p r i v e l e g e  and I 
s a y ,  " mo r e  p o w e r  to  t h e m  e v e r y o n e  has  a r i g h t  to be  
h e a r d .  I h a v e  no p e r s o n a l  a n i m o s i t y  t owar d  h o mo s e x u a l s  
or any  of  t he  o t h e r  t y p e s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  I h a v e  
f r i e n d s  o f  m a n y  k i n d s .  H o w e v e r ,  I m y s e l f ,  as o u t l i n e d  
i n  my  own C o v e r  S t o r y  i n  T V i a  #17 ,  am o f  t he  t y p e  I 
wi s h  to s e r v e ,  and i t  is  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  l i k e  m y s e l f  to 
o p e n  doors  and a c h i e v e  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g  t h a t  I h a v e  d e d i c a t e d  my e f f o r t s .  I am q u i t e  c o n 
t e n t  t h a t  t h o s e  who do no t  f a l l  i n t o  t he  c a t a g o r y  I work  
for s h o u l d  f i nd  t h e i r  n e e d s  b e i n g  f i l l e d  e l s e w h e r e .  I 
m e r e l y  w a n t  to h e l p  my  own ki nd and I am s e c u r e  in  
t h e  k n o w l e d g e  and h a p p y  i n  my h e a r t  in k n o w i n g  t h a t  I 
h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  to  b r i n g  l i g h t ,  c o m f o r t  and a c c e p t a n c e  
to  l o t s  o f  y o u - - y o u r  l e t t e r s  t e l l  me  so .

TURNABOUT says  t h a t  i t  w i l l  " d e - e m p h a s i z e  the  
c l i n i c a l  and t he  m o r a l i s t i c ” . T h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  is t h a t  
T R A N S V E S T I A  has  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e s e .  I am not  sure  
w h a t  i s  m e a n t  by " m o r a l i s t i c " - - !  h a v e  t a k e n  no p o s i t i o n  
i n  s uc h  m a t t e r s  e x c e p t  t h a t  T V i s m  is not  i m m o r a l - - s o  
I w o n ' t  c o m m e n t  on t h i s .  But t he  c l i n i c a l  s i d e  a f ew  
words  m i g h t  be in o r d e r .  W h i l e  I d o n ’t t h i n k  TR A N S 
VESTI A has  em_£hjasi_ze_d t he  c l i n i c a l ,  we h a v e  c e r t a i n l y  
g i v e n  i t  s p a c e  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to do so for a v e r y  
g o o d  r e a s o n .  We c a n n o t  e d u c a t e  _aj[l_ t he  p o p u l a t i o n  at  
o n c e - - t h e y  are  t o o  n u m e r o u s  and v a r i e d - - b u t  we  c an  
s p e n d  s o m e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f f o r t  in t r y i n g  to e n l i g h t e n  
t h o s e  g r o ups  i n  s o c i e t y  who  i n  t he  l o n g  run i n f l u e n c e ,  
a d m i n i s t e r  and e n f o r c e  s o c i e t y ' s  l a ws  and p o l i c i e s .
Thus  t he  m e d i c a l ,  l e g a l ,  and p o l i c e  p r o f e s s i o n s  are  
t h o s e  t o wa r d  w h o m  we s h o u l d  a i m our e f f o r t s .  T R A N S 
VESTI A c a n n o t  h o p e  to r e a c h  a l l  t he  TVs  in the  c o u n 
t r y .  T h e r e  w i l l  be t h o u s a n d s  who  w i l l  n e v e r  h e a r  of  i t .
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But i f  we c a n  r e a c h  t h e  d o c t o r s ,  l a w y e r s ,  m a r r i a g e  
c o u n s e l l o r s ,  p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s  and j u d g e s ,  we c o u l d  h e l p  
t h e s e  T V ’s i n d i r e c t l y  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  m i g h t  n e v e r  
h e a r  of  t h i s  m a g a z i n e .  T h i n k  b a c k - - t h o s e  of  y o u  who  
read t h e s e  l i n e s  and who  m a y  h a v e  had r u n - i n s  w i t h  
p a r e n t s ,  s o c i e t y  or t he  l a w -  - w o u l d n ' t  y o u  h a v e  f a r e d  
b e t t e r  t ha n  i f  s o m e  of  w h a t  we ,  t h a t  is all* o f  us,  r e a d 
ers  and Edi t or  c o m b i n e d ,  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  in t he  l a s t  
t h r e e  y e a r s  w e r e ' i n  t he  h a n d s  of  t h o s e  s i t t i n g  i n  j u d g e 
m e n t  upon y o u ?  It is  t o o  l a t e  to  h e l p  y o u  i n  y o u r  p a r 
t i c u l a r  t r i a l s  and t r i b u l a t i o n s ,  but  i t  is no t  t o o  l a t e  
to  h e l p  t he  t h o u s a n d s  of  o t h e r s  who  w i l l  f o l l o w .  T h i s  
i s  t he  task;  the  c l i n i c a l  a s p e c t  i s  j u s t  one  par t  of  t he  
s o l u t i o n  so we  s h a l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s i d e r  i t  w h e n  and as 
i t  a p p e a r s  v a l u a b l e .  T h e  q u e s t i o n a i r e  r e c e n t l y  s e n t  to  
y o u  a l l  i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  a par t  of  t h i s  p r o g r a m  s t a t i s t i c s  
m u s t  be  g a i n e d  b e f o r e  i t  c a n  be  d i s s e m i n a t e d .

TURNABOUT i n d i c a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  i t  is no t  i n t e r 
e s t e d  in c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  nor o t h e r  t y p e s  of  w h a t  i t  c a l l s  
" c o n f e s s i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e " .  It s ays  t h a t  t h i s  sor t  of  
w r i t i n g  w i l l  be l e f t  t o  " p u b l i c a t i o n s  w h o s e  r e a d e r s  are  
g u i l t i l y  f a s c i n a t e d  wi t h  t he  p r u r i e n t  d e t a i l s  of  w a r d 
r o b e  c a t a l o g u i n g " .  Now,  I do no t  t a k e  i s s u e  w i t h  t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  b e c a u s e  T RANS VES TI A is s uch  a p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
i t  i s  n̂ o_t . H o w e v e r ,  I m a k e  th i s  q u o t e  as an o p e n i n g  
i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  I b e l i e v e  wa r r a n t s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
T o d a y  t h e r e  e x i s t s  a n u m b e r  of  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  FPs ( n o t  
a d v a n c e d  in d r e s s i n g  or g o i n g  out  but  i n  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  
and p e r c e p t i o n )  who  w o u l d  be  i n t e r e s t e d  in the  i n t e l 
l e c t u a l  a p p r o a c h  w h i c h  TURNABOUT c o n s i d e r s  i t s e l f  
t o  be a b o u t  to p r e s e n t .  It c a n  t h e r e f o r e ,  be  d i s d a i n 
f u l  of  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  and t h o s e  who  s ay ,  "as I w r i t e  
t h i s ,  I arri d r e s s e d  i n . . .  " e t c .  But w a i t !  T h r e e  y e a r s  
a g o  t h e r e  was  not  a s u f f i c i e n t  b o d y  of  m o r e  d e v e l o p e d  
FPs or i f  t h e r e  w e r e ,  t h e y ’ w e r e  s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t he  
c o u n t r y  and u n k n o w n .

T h e n  T RANS VE S T I A c a m e  i n t o  b e i n g ,  b r o u g h t  t h e m  
t o g e t h e r ,  nur t u r e d  t h e m ,  o p e n e d  t h e i r  doors  and h e l p 
ed t h e m  a c h i e v e  t he  d e g r e e  of  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h e m s e l v e s  
t h a t  is a p r e r e q u i s i t e  to b e c o m i n g  w h a t  m i g h t  be  t e r m 
ed an " a d v a n c e d "  FP.  It  m a y  a p p e a r  p r e s u m p t i o u s  and  
b r a g g a d o c i o  to say t he  f o r e - g o i n g ,  but  t h e r e  i s  no
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r e a s o n  for u n n e c e s s a r y  m o d e s t y  in t h i s  m a t t e r .  Th i s  
was  my  h o p e  and i n t e n t i o n  and m a n y ,  m a n y  of  y o u  
h a v e  t o l d  me  t h a t  i t  s u c c e e d e d  for y o u .  For t h i s  I am 
g l a d .  But is i t  n o t  t rue  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a p e r i o d  in your 
d e v e l o p m e n t  w h e n  y o u  f i r s t  m a d e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o m e o n e  
e l s e  w h e n  y o u  f ound g r e a t  r e l i e f ,  an a l m o s t  p a i n f u l  
r e l e a s e  of  p e n t - u p  e m o t i o n ,  in a c t u a l l y  b e i n g  a b l e  to  
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a b o u t  a s u b j e c t  so 
d e a r  to  your  h e a r t  y e t  so t e r r i b l y  s e c r e t ?  DO YOU r e 
m e m b e r  your  e v e r  h a v i n g  w r i t t e n  to me  or to  a n y o n e  
e l s e  a b o u t  'the c l o t h e s  y o u  w e r e  w e a r i n g  or at  l e a s t  
t h a t  y o u  o w n e d ?  T h e r e  are  v e r y  f e w  of  y o u  who  c o u l d  
h o n e s t l y  say  t h a t  y o u  d i d n ’t .  And why ?  B e c a u s e  t h i s  
i s  t he  f i r s t  s t a g e  i n  a c h i e v i n g  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e .  In 
A l c h o l i c s  A n o n y m o u s e  (I am not  a m e m b e r ,  not  b e i n g  
a d r i n k i n g  g i r l ,  but  I h a v e  b e e n  to s e v e r a l  of  t h e i r  
m e e t i n g s )  t h e y  h a v e  a s e r i e s  of  t w e l v e  s t e ps  in a r r i v i n g  
at  a " s o l u t i o n ” of  t h e i r  p r o b l e m .  One of  t h e s e  (I d o n ’t 
r e m e m b e r  t he  n u m b e r  but  i t ’s one  o f  t he  f i r s t )  i s ,  "I 
a d m i t t e d  to  God and to  a n o t h e r  h u m a n  b e i n g  t h a t  I 
c o u l d  no t  m a n a g e  my  " l i f e " .  ( T h i s  m a y  not  be  the  e x 
a c t  w o r d i n g  but  i t  i s  c l o s e  e n o u g h ) .  Th i s  a c t  of  a d 
m i s s i o n  is w h a t  I ’m t a l k i n g  a b o u t .  You h a v e  to  s a y i t  
out  l o u d  i f  p o s s i b e - o n  p a p e r  i f  i t  i s n ’t - - t o  a n o t h e r  
h u m a n  b e i n g -  - " I  l i k e  to  w e a r  d r e s s e s  and h e e l s  and 
l i n g e r i e  and e x p r e s s  my  f e m i n i n i t y "  or words  t o  t ha t  
e f f e c t .  A f t e r  y e a r s  o f  r e p r e s s i o n  t h a t  i s  no t  e a s y  to  do, 
but  i t  mu s t  be  d o n e  b e c a u s e  i t  is  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p .  T h a t  
i s  why  s o m e  l e t t e r s  of  t h i s  t y p e  a p p e a r  in t he  p a g e s  of  
T V i a - - b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e r a p e u t i c a l l y  u s e f u l  to p r o v i d e  
t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  t he  l o c k e d  up s p i r i t  to m a k e  a s e m i 
p u b l i c  a d m i s s i o n  e v e n  i f  i t  i s n ’t s i g n e d  wi t h  hi s  own  
l e g a l  n a m e .  H_e k no ws  he  m a d e  i t  and is h e l p e d  by 
d o i n g  so .

C a s e  H i s t o r i e s  are  t he  n e x t  s t e p  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  and 
t h a t  i s  why  t h e y  t o o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s .  S uc h  h i s 
t o r i e s  are  t h e r a p e u t i c a l l y  v a l u a b l e  to t he  o n e ’s t h a t  
g i v e s  t h e m ,  but  a l s o  t o  m a n y  of  t h o s e  who r e ad  t h e m .
It i s  h e l p f u l  to kn o w t h a t  y o u  are no t  a l o n e ,  t h a t  
o t h e r s  f e e l  as y o u  do and t h a t  t h e y  w e n t  t h r o u g h  m a n y  
of  t he  s a m e  e x p e r i e n c e s  and f e l t  t he  s a m e  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  
y o u  f e e l .  When y o u  are  no t  t he  e x c e p t i o n  i n  the  wo r l d ,  
w h e n  t h e r e  are  h u n d r e d s  and t h o u s a n d s  o f  o t he r s  l i k e  
y o u ,  y o u  d o n ’t h a v e  to  f e e l  a l o n e  and y o u  c a n  r e g a i n
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your  s e l f  r e s p e c t  and t a k e  one  m o r e  s t e p  on t he  road to  
a g u i l t  f r e e  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e .  Ttrus c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  are  
not  s o m e t h i n g  to  be ’’g u i l t i l y  f a s c i n a t e d ” w i t h ,  r a t h e r  
t h e y  are g l i m p s e s  i n t o  t he  l i v e s  of  o t h e r  p e o p l e  and 
p r o v i d e  s o m e  i d e a s  w h i c h  h e l p  in d e v e l o p i n g  i n s i g h t s  
i n t o  your  own i n n e r  l i f e .  So c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  t o o  h a v e  
t h e i r  p l a c e  and,  i n  m o d e r a t i o n ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to appear  
in t h e s e  p a g e s .

A thi rd d i f f e r e n c e  i n  p o i n t  of  v i e w  has  to do w i t h  
p i c t u r e s .  TURNABOUT s ays  t h a t  i t  w i l l  no t  " p r e s e n t  
e n d l e s s  arrays  of  p i c t u r e s  of  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  so as to  a t 
t r a c t  v i c a r i o u s l y  m o t i v a t e d  r e a d e r s  (I t h i n k  t h e y  m e a n  
v a r i o u s l y  not  v i c a r i o u s l y ) ” . P i c t u r e s  of  TVs  are  o f -  
f e r # ; d i n  TRANSVESTI A b e c a u s e  t h i s  t o o  is a part  of  
f i n d i n g  o n e s e l f .  To  h a v e  o n e ' s  p i c t u r e  a p p e a r  r i g h t  out  
i n  t h e  o p e n  as i t  we r e  i s  one  of  t h e  m e a n s  o f  s t a t i n g  
to  t h e  w o r l d - - a n d  thus  to  one  se I f - - th at  o ne  is  a T V .
At  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h o s e  who l o o k  at t he  p i c t u r e s  c a n  
c o m p a r e  n o t e s  and f i nd t h a t  t h e r e  are  o t h e r s  wh o  are  
t a l l ,  f a t ,  o l d ,  m a s c u l i n e  or w h a t  not  t h e  s a m e  as t h e y  
t h e m s e l v e s .  E v e r y o n e  c a n n o t  be  a Bardot  or a M o n r o e  
and the  f a c t  t h a t  o t he r s  are no t  i s  a h e l p  to m a n y  i n 
h i b i t e d  TVs  to c o m e  out  of  t h e i r  s h e l l s  and e x p r e s s  
t h e m s e l v e s .  For t h i s  r e a s o n  and no t  for " v a r i o u s  m o t 
i v a t i o n s ” p i c t u r e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to a p p e a r  i.n T R A N S 
V E S T I A .

T h e  p r o s p e c t u s  of  TURNABOUT g o e s  t o  s o m e  t r o ub l e  
to  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  i t s  s o l e  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  be  p u b l i s h i n g  
and t h a t  no o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i l l  be  f o r m e d  t h r o u g h  i t s  e f 
f o r t s .  T h i s  t o o  is f i n e ,  but  i t  i s  s t a t e d  i n  s u c h  a wa y  
as to  i m p l y  t h a t  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  FPE and t he  F o u n 
d a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t he  p a g e s  o f  T R A N S V E S T I A  was  s o m e h o w  
u n d e s i r a b l e  and to  be  d i s p a r a g e d .  E v e r y o n e  to h i s  own  
o p i n i o n  of  c o u r s e ,  but  I w o u l d  l i k e  to p o i n t  out  t h a t  
TRANS VES TI A was ,  i s ,  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to be  m_ore 
t han  j u s t  a p u b l i c a t i o n .  A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c o u n s e l l i n g  
has  b e e n  d o n e  and an a t t e m p t  f rom t he  b e g i n n i n g  to  
HELP t he  TV in v a r i o u s  wa y s  w h e t h e r  a d v i c e  to  h i m  or 
to  h i s  w i f e ,  by p r o m o t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p  and s e l f  e x p r e s 
s i o n  or by p r o v i d i n g  m a t e r i a l  i t e m s  t h a t  w o u l d  be  u s e 
f u l  to  h i m  in t he  p r a c t i c e  of  T V .  T h e s e  n o n - p u b l i s h 
i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  are  p r e c i s e l y  w h a t  has  m a d e  t he  work  
l o a d  so g r e a t  and w h i c h  has  j u s t i f i e d  a s o m e w h a t  h i g h e r
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p r i c e  to the  m a g a z i n e  t h a n  s i m p l e  p u b l i c a t i o n  a l o n e  
w o u l d  h a v e  w a r r a n t e d ,  ( f or  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  
who f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  has  b r o u g h t  an u n d u e  p r o f i t  to  C h e v 
a l i e r ,  I c a n  o n l y  say t h i s :  For tax  purposes;  I had to
c a l c u l a t e  t he  t o t a l  gross  i n c o m e  and t h e  t o t a l  o u t l a y  
for 1 9 6 2 .  When I d i v i d e d  t he  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  
t wo  by t he  a v e r a g e  hours  s p e n t  per w e e k ,  on s o m e  a s 
p e c t  o f  C h e v a l i e r  or t he  F o u n d a t i o n ,  I f ound t h a t  I was  
e a r n i n g  at  t he  r a t e  of  74 0  an h o u r .  T h i s  I t h i n k  is  an 
a d e q u a t e  a n s w e r  to  t h o s e  who  f e e l  t h a t  a d v a n t a g e  is  
b e i n g  t a k e n  of  s u b s c r i b e r s  to  T RANS VES TI A) .

As s t a t e d  e a r l i e r  I b e a r  no i l l  w i l l  t o wa r d  t he  i n 
i t i a t o r s  or s u p p o r t e r s  of  t h i s  ne w v e n t u r e .  I w o u l d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  be  l e s s  t han  h u m a n  i f  I di d not  v o i c e  my p e r 
s o n a l  f e e l i n g s  on t w o  or t h r e e  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s .

1. T h e  p r o s p e c t u s  s ays  t h a t  t he  ’' l e g a l  n a m e  o f  t he  
p u b l i s h e r  w i l l  a p p e a r  on e v e r y  m a s t h e a d  w i t h o u t  f e ar  
of  l e g a l  or o t h e r  c o m p l i c a t i o n s ” . I c a n n o t  but  f e e l  
t h a t  t h i s  i s  a d i g  at  m e  b e c a u s e  m i n e  d o e s  n o t .  But I 
w o u l d  p o i n t  out  t h a t  p e r h a p s  t he  p u b l i s h e r  of  T U R N 
ABOUT has  o n l y  h i m s e l f  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t .  I had ( and  
h a v e )  a n u m b e r  of  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  d e p e n d e n t  on me  for
a l i v i n g  or wh o  w o u l d  be  s e r i o u s l y  hurt  by any s c a n d a l  
i n v o l v i n g  m e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a l e g a l l y  f i c t i o u s  n a m e  was  
b o t h  n e c e s s a r y  and p r o p e r .  M o r e o v e r ,  i t  is q u i t e  a 
d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g  to be  b r a v e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t o d a y  wh e n  
a m a g a z i n e  d e v o t e d  to  t he  i n t e r e s t s  of  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  
has  a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n  t he  m a i l s  and on p u b l i c  v i e w  in  
m a n y  c i t i e s  for t h r e e  y e a r s ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t i m e  t he  f e d 
e r a l  and l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  had a c h a n c e  to s e e  i t ,  
buy i t ,  r e ad  i t  and to l e a r n  f r om i t  t h a t  we  are no t  a 
m e n a c e  to s o c i e t y .  It was  no fun and v e r y  e x p e n s i v e  
i n  m o n e y  and r e p u t a t i o n  to  s t and  up to  a f e d e r a l  c o u r t  
t r i a l ,  to d e f e n d  t he  r i g h t  of  TVs  to  be  h e a r d  or to go  
r i g h t  i n t o  t he  c h i e f  p o s t a l  i n s p e c t o r ’s o f f i c e  i n  Wa s h 
i n g t o n  D . C .  to s t a t e  our c a s e .  I n e i t h e r  ask nor e x 
p e c t  any  p r a i s e  or t h i n k s  for d o i n g  t h i s .  I did i t  b e 
c a u s e  I b e l i e v e d  i n  w h a t  I was  d o i n g ,  but  I f e e l  e n 
t i t l e d  to  p o i n t  out  t h a t  b r e a k i n g  a t r a i l  i s  n e v e r  as 
e a s y  as f o l l o w i n g  a f t e r .

2 .  T h e  p r o s p e c t u s  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  TURNABOUT is
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not  a i m e d  at  o b l i t e r a t i n g  o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  in t he  
f i e l d - -" a i m e d  as i t  i s  t o w a r d  e m p h a s i z i n g  t he  p o s i t i v e  
v a l u e s  i n  t r a n s v e s t i s m - - ” . I n t e n t i o n a l  or no t  t he  i m 
p l i c a t i o n  i s  t h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be  a ne w and d i f f e r e n t  
a p p r o a c h  to t he  s u b j e c t .  I i n v i t e  t h o s e  o f  y o u  who  
h a v e  f o l l o w e d  T V i a  s i n c e  i t s  e a r l y  days  t o  t h i n k  b a c k  
(or  b e t t e r  s t i l l  go b a c k  and read)  o v e r  t he  V i r g i n  V i e w s  
e d i t o r i a l s  as t h e y  a p p e a r e d .  I t h i n k  y o u  w i l l  f i nd  a 
c e r t a i n  c h a i n  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e m ;  a t 
t e m p t i n g  to  s l o w l y  b r i n g  t he  r e a d e r  out  f r om b e h i n d  hi s  
l o c k e d  door  i n t o  t he  s u n l i g h t ;  h e l p i n g  h i m  to  g e t  us e d  
t o  h i m s e l f  and t he  i d e a  t h a t  he  was  n o t  a l o n e ,  no t  
s h a m e f u l ,  not  i m m o r a l  and t h a t  he  s h o u l d  h o l d  h i s  h e a d  
up,  a c c e p t  h i m s e l f ,  r e c o g n i z e  h i s  f e m i n i n e  s e l f  and  
m a k e  a p l a c e  for her  in h i s  l i f e  e t c .  I r e f e r  y o u  f u r 
t he r  to  my e d i t o r i a l  i n  t he  l a s t  i s s u e ,  N o .  20 e n t i t l e d  
" A f t e r  A c c e p t a n c e  W h a t ? ” He r e  is t h e  f i n a l  e m e r g e n c e  
of  t he  " p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s ” t he  g o a l  to  be a i m e d  for and,  
h o p e f u l l y ,  f i n a l l y  a c h i e v e d .  Now,  j u s t  w h e n  we  h a v e  
c l i m b e d  t h e s e  p a i n f u l  s t a i r s  to t he  p o i n t  w h e r e  we  c a n  
g e t  a g o o d  v i e w  of  t h e s e  p o s i t i v e  v a l u e s ,  we  are  t o  be  
t r e a t e d  to  a w h o l e  " n e w ” a p p r o a c h  by t h o s e  b e h i n d  t h i s  
n e w m a g a z i n e ,  m a n y  of  w h o m (I i n t e n t i o n a l l y  d i d n ' t  
s a y  aU_) h a v e  a c q u i r e d  a g o o d  par t  of  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  
p e r s p e c t i v e  by h a v i n g  c l i m b e d  t h o s e  v e r y  s t a i r s  w i t h  
t h e  r e s t  of  us and by t he  s a m e  m e a n s .  It is o n l y  t o o  
h u m a n  to  f o r g e t  the  h a r d s h i p s  and e v e n  t he  r o u t e  of  a 
d i f f i c u l t  j o u r n e y  in t he  p l e a s u r e  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  a r 
r i v i n g  at  our d e s t i n a t i o n .

3 .  F i n a l l y ,  I c a n n o t  h e l p  but  e x p r e s s  a c e r t a i n  s e n s e  
of  r e g r e t  a b o u t  t he  a p p e a r a n c e  of  T U R N A B O U T .  I do  
n o t  do t h i s  w i t h  any a n t a g o n i s m  w h i c h  I h o p e  t h e  E d i t 
or o f  TURNABOUT w i l l  r e c o g n i z e  as w e l l  as t h e  r e s t  of  
y o u  who read t h e s e  l i n e s .  I am sure  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a s s u m e d ,  by t h o s e  w h o s e  s i g h t s  are  on t he  
m a t e r i a l  and w h o s e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  are  m e r c e n a r y ,  t h a t  
V i r g i n i a  i s  p i q u e d  b e c a u s e  she  f e a r s  a l o s s  o f  r e v e n u e  
as a r e s u l t  of  " c o m p e t i t i o n ” . T h i s  i s  n o t  my  m o t i v e  
as I do not  e x p e c t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  any  l e s s  o f  r e v e n u e .  
TRANS VES TI A gr ows  e v e r y d a y  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to do  
so w i t h  or w i t h o u t  c o m p e t i t i o n .  No,  my r e a s o n  is n o t  
m a t e r i a l - - i t  c a n  m o r e  p r o p e r l y  be  t e r m e d  p s y c h o - s o c i a l .  
When TRANSVESTI A b e g a n  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  for t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y  ( w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  i t s  s h o r t - l i v e d  . .
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. . 2  i s s u e s . . .  p r e d e c e s s o r  of  the  s a m e  n a m e )  a p u b l i 
c a t i o n  d e d i c a t e d  to  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h o s e  m a l e s  who  
had d i s c o v e r e d  t he  f e m i n i n e  w i t h i n  t h e m s e l v e s  w h e t h e r  
by a c c i d e n t  or d e s i g n ,  v o l u n t a r i l y  or e n f o r c e d .  Over  
t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  and one  h a l f  y e a r s  not  o n l y  has  t he  m a g 
a z i n e  as a p u b l i c a t i o n  g r o wn but  so has  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  
o f  i t ’ s r e a d e r s  and i t s  E d i t o r .  It i s  t he  e f f o r t s  to unde r 
s t a n d  t he  p h o n o m e n o n  and to s pr e ad  k n o w l e d g e  and u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g  c u l m i n a t e d  in t he  f o r m a t i o n  o i  t he  F OUN
D A T I ON  FOR PERSONALI TY EXPRESSION.  He r e  i s  a 
m e c h a n i s m  w i t h  w h i c h  m u c h  c o u l d  be  d o n e  i f  m a n y  
h a n d s  w e r e  a p p l i e d  to  t h e  t a s k .  So far i n i t i a t i v e  and 
e f f o r t  h a v e  l a r g e l y  b e e n  l e f t  t o  m e  t h o u g h  t h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  a f e w wh o  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  to a s s i s t .  N o t a b l e  
a m o n g  t h e s e  is t he  T h e t a  C h a p t e r  of  FPE, o r g a n i z e d  by 
FRAN ( 4 9 - C - 1 F P E )  i n  W i s c o n s i n .  T h i s  group has  a d o p t 
ed as t h e i r  p r o j e c t  t h e  m a i l i n g  o f  t he  F o u n d a t i o n  l e a f 
l e t  to  v a r i o u s  m e d i c a l  p e r s o n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  around  
t he  c o u n t r y .  If  o t h e r s  w o u l d  g e t  o r g a n i z e d  and t a k e  
up p r o j e c t s  we  c o u l d  r e a f l y  m o v e .

T h e  p o i n t  t h a t  mu s t  be  m a d e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i s  t ha t  
t h e r e  e x i s t s  a f o c a l  p o i n t  around w h i c h  a l l  sort s  of  e f 
f or t s  c o u l d  be  r a l l i e d  and p r o g r e s s  m a d e .  T h e  r e g r e t  
m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  e x i s t s  b e c a u s e  w h i l e  " c o m p e t i t i o n "  on 
t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  p l a n e  i s  o f  no c o n c e r n - - t h e r e  is a l w a y s  
r o o m for a n o t h e r  v o i c e - - c o m p e t i t i o n  in l o y a l t y ,  s u p 
po r t ,  a c t i o n ,  p u r p o s e  and e f f o r t  w i l l  e x i s t .  A l l  o f  
t h e s e  w i l l  be  d i v i d e d ,  and thus  d i l u t e d  and d i m i n i s h e d .  
T h i s  I f e e l  i s  t o  be  r e g r e t t e d .  If  t h o s e  who h a v e  s e e n  
f i t  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h i s  n e w v e n t u r e  had put  t he  s a m e  e n 
e r g y  i n t o  t h e  work  of  t he  F o u n d a t i o n  we  w o u l d - - a l l  o f  
u s - - b e  f u r t h e r  a h e a d .  No o n e ’s v i e w s  h a v e  b e e n  d i s 
c o u r a g e d  or d e n i e d  a c c e s s  to  the  p a g e s  of  T V i a  u n l e s s  
t h e y  w e r e  w r i t t e n  on s u b j e c t s  o u t s i d e  t he  l i m i t a t i o n s  
d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  so i t  c a n ’ t l ie s a i d  t h a t  a s e c o n d  
v o i c e  was  n e c e s s a r y .  H o w e v e r ,  a s e c o n d  v o i c e  i s  h e r e ,  
so l e t  us h o p e  t h a t  we  c a n  s i n g  i n  h a r m o n y  and not  
d i s s o n a n c e  and t h a t  b e t w e e n  t he  t w o  we c a n  p r e s e n t  our 
c a s e  to  t he  wo r l d  w i t h  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 
d i g n i t y .

Your  Edi t o r ,
V i r g i n i a
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EDITORIAL
EMANATIONS

Bv yUfVÿlmiay
I.  NEW STYLE AND FORMAT:  I i n d i c a t e d  s e v e r a l  i s 
s u e s  a g o  t h a t  w h e n  we  had  us e d  up t he  p r e - t y p e d  m a t 
e r i a l  on h a n d  we w o u l d  c h a n g e  to  a ne w s i z e  and s t y l e .  
T h i s  has  b e e n  m a d e  n e c e s s a r y  b o t h  by e c o n o m i e s  in pr
i n t i n g  and by i n c r e a s e d  p o s t a l  r a t e s .  A l t h o u g h  t he  
p a g e s  c a r r y  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  p r i n t i n g  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y  t he  
n u m b e r  of  p a g e s  has  b e e n  i n c r e a s e d .  I h o p e  y o u  l i k e  
i t .  H a v i n g  used t he  c o v e r  d e s i g n  and i n t e r n a l  h e a d 
i n g s  d o n e  by Rudy in Wes t  G e r m a n y  p r e v i o u s l y  we  
c h a n g e d  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e  to art  d o n a t e d  by B e a t r i c e  3 3 -  
B- 2FPE of  No r t h  C a r o l i n a  and our t ha nks  to bo t h  for 
t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

II.  NEW BOOK OF S HORT STORIES;  A n o t h e r  s e p e r a t e  
b o o k  of  5 s ho r t  s t o r i e s  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  s h o r t l y .  It 
i s  a l r e a d y  p r i n t e d  and a w a i t i n g  o n l y  t he  a r t i s t s  i l l u s 
t r a t i o n s  to  be  c o m p l e t e d  and a v a i l a b l e .  T h e  t i t l e  
s t o r y  i s  " T h e  S c a r c i t y  of  N u r s e s " ,  P r i c e  . . . $ 5 . 0 0 .

I I I .  CLIP SHEET VS.  SHORT^STOJRIES: Q u i t e  a n u mb e r
of  y o u  h a v e  w r i t t e n  d e p l o r i n g  t he  p r o p o s e d  p a s s i n g  of  
t he  C l i p s h e e t .  At t h e  s a m e  t i m e  I h a v e  not  b e e n  d e 
l u g e d  w i t h  short  s t o r i e s .  I h a v e  h i t  upon a c o m p r o m 
i s e  t h e r e f o r e .  We w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t he  C l i p s h e e t  but  on 
a q u a r t e r l y  b a s i s .  We w i l l  i n c r e a s e  i t  t o  16 p a g e s  
f r o m 12 and i n c r e a s e  i t s  p r i c e  t o  $ 1 . 5 0  t he  s a m e  as 
t h e  s t o r i e s .  D e p e n d i n g  on a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  s t o r i e s  and 
c l i p p i n g s  we  w i l l  p r i n t  one  or t he  o t h e r ,  and w i l l  try  
to do 4 a y e a r  o f  e a c h  or $ 6  wor t h  s i n g l y ,  for $5 on 
a n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  b a s i s .  T h e  s t o r i e s  w i l l  a p p e a r  u n 
der t he  g e n e r a l  h e a d i n g  of  " T V - T A L E S  OF FEMME FI C
TI ON" ,  and w i l l  be  n u m b e r e d  s e r i a l l y .  Group s u b 
s c r i p t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  for 6 T V i a ,  12 Mi rror ,  4 C l i p s  and 
4 T V - T a l e s  w i l l  be  $ 4 0  a g a i n s t  $ 8 . 0 0  s i n g l y .  Fi rs t  16 
p a g e  s t or y  out  J u l y  1 .

I V.  L L S : Wi th t w o  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  we used to
be a b l e  to  n o t i f y  y o u  of  t i m e  to r e n e w .  Th i s  is j us t  
o ne  o f  t he  s e r v i c e s  I ’ve  had to  c u r t a i l ,  so p l e a s e  k e e p
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t r a c t  of  w h e n  your  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  go  so y o u  w o n ’ t m i s s  
a n y t h i n g ,  and s end i n  p a y m e n t  i n  g o o d  t i m e .

v  • FOREIGN EXCHANGE AND POSTAGE : S u b s c r i b e r s
i n  f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s  m a y  pa y  i n  f o r e i g n  c u r r e n c i e s ,  
but  p l e a s e  a l l o w  for t he  e x c h a n g e  r a t e s  i n  d o i n g  s o .  
P e r s o n a l  c h e c k s  s h o u l d  be  i n c r e a s e d  to c o v e r  t h i s  i . e .  
C a n a d i a n  d o l l a r s  e q u a l  9 0 0  U . S .  so a d d i t i o n a l  10% 
s h o u l d  be  a d d e d .  P o s t a l  m o n e y  orders  c a n  be  b o u g h t  
i n  U . S .  d o l l a r s  and thus  s a v e  t r o u b l e  at  bo t h  e n d s .  
P l e a s e  a l s o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t he  s u b s c r i p t i o n  p r i c e  i n 
c l u d e d  1st C l a s s  M a i l  i n  U . S .  o n l y . F o r e i g n  r e a d e r s  
p l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  f o r e i g n  r a t e s  are 30% or m o r e  
h i g h e r  t ha n  U . S .  and a l l o w  for t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  For 
e x a m p l e  5 o z .  ( w t .  of  n e w T V i a )  t a k e s  2*50 i n  t he  U.
S . ,  but  4 6 0  t o  Eur ope ;  As i a  and A f r i c a  e v e n  m o r e .

VI .  FPE DUES AND F O U N D A T I O N D O N A T I ONS;  A n u m 
ber of  FPE m e m b e r s  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e i r  1963 dues  
of  $ 6  w e r e  due  i n  J a n u a r y ,  p l e a s e  s end t h e m  i n .  Th e s e  
d u e s  and d o n a t i o n s  f rom t h o s e  who  h e l p  but  do n o t  
w i s h  to b e l o n g  t o  FPE h e l p  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  to  b u i l d  up
a t r e a s u r y  b i g  e n o u g h  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  w o r t h w h i l e .  Al l  
m o n e y s  r e c e i v e d  and e x p e n s e s  p a i d  are  r e p o r t e d  i n  an  
a n n u a l  r e p o r t .

VII .  _W_0RKj__WORK, WORK; S o m e  of  y o u  are unde r
t he  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  C h e v a l i e r  Pu b s ,  i s  f u l l  a c t i v i t y  
for your  E d i t o r .  T h i s  i s  no t  s o .  I h a v e  a f u l l  t i m e  
j ob  e l s e w h e r e  and a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  of  C h e v a l i e r  and t he  
F o u n d a t i o n  mu s t  be  c a r r i e d  on b e f o r e  b r e a k f a s t ,  and  
a f t e r  d i n n e r  or on w e e k e n d s .  I h o p e  y o u  w i l l  a l l  u n 
d e r s t a n d  t h e r e f o r e  why  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  to  c a r r y  on a 
l o t  of  p e r s o n a l  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  I ’d l i k e  to  be  a b l e  to  
a n s we r  q u e s t i o n s  and h e l p  a l l  who  ask,  but  t h e r e  are  
l i m i t s  to  my  t i m e  and e n d u r a n c e .  A l t h o  i t  i s  m o s t  
i m p o l i t e  I ’m l i a b l e  to  h a v e  t o  w r i t e  a f e w  l i n e s  on 
your  own l e t t e r  and r e t u r n  i t  w i t h  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e .  P l 
e a s e  e x c u s e  t h i s  but  i t  is  one  of  t he  l i t t l e  wa y s  i n  
w h i c h  I mu s t  s a v e  t i m e .  A n o t h e r  i s  t h a t  I am now  
m a i l i n g  out  o n l y  o n c e  a w e e k  i n s t e a d  of  d a i l y  and  
t h i s  m e a n s  a b i t  m o r e  d e l a y .  P l e a s e  be  p a t i e n t .  Of  
c o u r s e ,  i f  a l o n g  p e r i o d  g o e s  by and y o u r  order  d o e s  
not  a r r i v e  p l e a s e  i n q u i r e .
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VI I I .  ORDER SLIPS AGAI N:  Eve r y  I s s u e  of  T V i a  c a r 
r i e s  an order  s l i p  and p r i c e  l i s t  as t he  l a s t  p a g e .  
PLEASE c u t  t h i s  out  and use  i t .  When f i l e d  i t  g i v e s  
m e  s o m e t h i n g  to go  b a c k  to i n  c a s e  of  m i s u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g  or p r o b l e m s  a b o u t  an o r d e r .  I c a n ' t  f i l e  l e t t e r s  
and e v e r y  k i nd  o f  n o t e  e t c .  on w h i c h  orders  c o m e .
T h i s  i s  for y o ur  p r o t e c t i o n ,  so p l e a s e  h e l p  me  i n  t hi s  
w a y .

VI I I .  C H A R I T Y BEGINS A T HOME: S o m e  of  y o u  c a n
n o t  or do no t  wa n t  t o  k e e p  i s s u e s  of  T V i a  or of  t he  
Mi rror  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  t h e m .  If  so,  d o n ’t t hrow t h e m  
a w a y ,  s end  t h e m  b a c k  to m e .  We w i l l  t h e n  s end t h e m  
out  for f r e e  t o  s o m e  who do no t  h a v e  t h e  m o n e y  to  
s u b s c r i b e  or to  D o c t o r s  or o t h e r s  who  s e e m  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t he  s u b j e c t .

IX.  PI RAT E D EDI TI ONS A G AIN j It has  b e e n  b r o u g h t
to  my  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  p i r a t e d  e d i t i o n s  of  T V i a  has  a p 
p e a r e d  in s e v e r a l  ne w l o c a t i o n s  around the  c o u n t y .  I 
w o u l d  l i k e  c e r t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  i f  any  c a n  s u p p l y  i t .  
P i r a t e d  e d i t i o n s  c a n  be i d e n t i f i e d  as t h e y  are bound  
l i k e  a m a g a z i n e  w i t h  an i n s i d e  c e n t r a l  s t a p l e  w h e r e  as 
T V i a s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  of  # ' s  7,  8 and 9 are
s q u a r e  b o u n d  l i k e  a b o o k .  T h e  r e p r i n t s  are  u s u a l l y  
d u l l e r  i n  c o l o r  t o o  and h a v e  a poor  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  the  
c o l o r  p i c t u r e .  I w o u l d  l i k e  to know a) w h i c h  e d i t i o n s  
are on t h e  s t a n d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  any of  #16 or a f t e r  
h a v e  b e e n  c o p i e d ;  b) h o w m u c h  t h e y  are  c h a r g i n g  for  
t h e m ;  c) w h e t h e r  t he  C h e v .  Pub .  n a m e  and c o p y r i g h t  
n o t i c e  h a v e  b e e n  r e m o v e d  or is s t i l l  on the  o u t s i d e  
b a c k  c o v e r ;  d) i f  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  w i l l  l e t  y o u  e x a m i n e  
o n e  u n w r a p p e d  I 'd l i k e  to  kn o w i f  t he  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n 
f o r m a t i o n  on t he  i n s i d e  b a c k  c o v e r  has  b e e n  l e f t  there;  
e }  i f  he  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  t he  n a m e  of  t he  d i s b r i b u t o r  he  
b o u g h t  f r o m .  T e l l  h i m  t h a t  y o u  are  t h i n k i n g  of  g o i n g  
i n t o  t he  m a i l  order  b u s i n e s s  on m a g a z i n e s  and b o o k s  
and are  t r y i n g  to f i nd  s o m e  s o u r c e s  of  m e r c h a n d i s e ;
and f) t h e  n a m e  of  t he  shop and i t s  a d d r e s s -----o w n e r ' s
n a m e  t o o  i f  y o u  c a n  f i nd  i t  o u t .  Any a s s i s t a n c e  g i v e n  
i n  t hi s  r e g a r d  w i l l  be a p p r e c i a t e d .  If I c a n  t r a c e  i t  
d o wn  to one  c e n t r a l  p o i n t  I c a n  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t
i t  l e g a l l y .

x  • 1  mLJLPJLN JLET.TER_FROM .lQJLQJL-AM IL.XlRGimA : I
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h a v e  g o t t e n  r e v e r b r a t i o n s  o f  v a r i o u s  k i nds  f r om the  
o p e n  l e t t e r  s e nt  to a l l  o f  y o u .  A b o u t  98% of  t h e m  
we r e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  a m a z e m e n t  t h a t  a n y o n e  w o u l d  do  
t he  t h i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  d o n e  and at  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  
one  who d i d ,  p l us  s y m p a t h y  for t he  t r o u b l e  i t  has  
c a u s e d  J o y c e  and m y s e l f ,  and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t ha t  t he  
w r i t e r  was  wi t h  us a l l  t he  wa y  and t o  c a r r y  on i n  g o o d  
s p i r i t s .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  2% c o n s i s t e d  of  f r i g h t e n e d
s o u l s  who  w i t h d r e w  i n t o  t h e i r  s h e l l s -----o n e  c a n c e l l e d
her  s u b s c r i p t i o n ----- , and a c o u p l e  of  o b v i o u s  e n e m i e s
who a s s ur e d  me  I was  i n  for d i r e  l e g a l  t r o u b l e  and was  
a p p a r e n t l y  g l a d  of  i t .  A f e w  f e l t  t h a t  we  s h o u l d  no t  
h a v e  b r o a d c a s t  t he  p r o b l e m  to e v e r y o n e .  Of  c o u r s e  
we did no t  h a v e  to s end  out  t he  l e t t e r ,  J o y c e ’s r e s i g 
n a t i o n  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  j u s t  s t a t e d  b r i e f l y  in t he  n e x t  
i s s u e .  H o w e v e r ,  I h a v e  a l w a y s  f e l t  t ha t  t h e r e  was  a 
r a t h e r  s p e c i a l  bond b e t w e e e n  y o u ,  t he  r e a d e r s  and 
s u p p o r t e r s  of  T V i a ,  and m y s e l f  as Edi t or  w h i c h  is u n 
l i k e  t ha t  e x i s t i n g  b e t w e e n  any  o t h e r  Ed i t o r  and h i s  or 
he r  r e a d e r s .  Thus  I f e l t  t ha t  y o u  s h o u l d  kn o w,  e v e n  
t h a t  y o u  had a r i g h t  to know wh a t  was  g o i n g  on and 
wh a t  we we r e  up a g a i n s t .  We h a v e  b u i l t  t h i s  m a g a z 
i n e  and i t s  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  up b e t w e e n  u s . . . y o u  and I 
. . . a n d  I r e g a r d  i t s  r e a d e r s  as sor t  of  m o r a l  s t o c k h o l d 
ers ,  so t h a t  l e t t e r  was  by wa y  of  b e i n g  a r e p o r t .  I 
am p l e a s e d  and h e a r t e n e d  at  t he  o v e r w h e l m i n g  s uppo r t  
y o u  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d ,  and as sure  y o u  t h a t  I ’m d o i n g  my  
b e s t  to c ar r y  on.  You c a n  h e l p  by k e e p i n g  s u b s c r i p 
t i o n s  up to d a t e  and by s u p p l y i n g  m o r e  m a t e r i a l  for  
t he  C l i p s h e e t ,  F e m m e M i r r o r ,  T V i a  and t he  s hor t  
s t o r i e s .

T h a n k  y o u ,  

V i r g i n i a
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i t e d  to  m e m b e r s  o f  FPE and t o  t h o s e  w i l l i n g  t o  f i l l  out  a 
p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f orm w h i c h  w i l l  be s e n t  on r e q u e s t  
Ad d r e s s  a l l  a n s w e r s  to  ads a p p e a r i n g  h e r e  to:
- C O N T A C T "  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  B l v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19,  C a l i f .

3 9 - F - 1 F P E  S i n g l e  FP l i k e  to  c o r r e s .  w i t h  o t h e r  FPs i n  New  
E n g l a n d  and Ne w York a r e a s .  E l a i n e

3 3 - W - 1 F P E  Ma r r i e d ,  4 2 ,  w i s h e s  c o r r e s . 7 c o n t a c t  wi t h  
o t h e r  FPs in N o .  C a r o l i n a  & V i r g i n i a  a r e a .  H e l e n

2 2 - R - 1 F P E  S i n g l e ,  w h i t e ,  5 ' 6 " ,  125# m u c h  i n t r s t e d  in  
T V i s m  l i k e  to  h e a r  f rom o t h e r s  s a m e  i n t r s t .  L u c i l l e

3 4 - Z - 1 F P E  Wish to c o n t a c t  a l l  FPEs i n  San F r a n c i s c o  
a r e a  in or de r  to  f or m l o c a l  FPE c h a p t e r .  Do nna

3 2 - T - 2 Woul d  l i k e  t o  c o r r e s .  & p o s .  m e e t  FPs i n  N.  Y.  
c i t y  a r e a .  Wri t e  & e x c h a n g e  p h o t o s .  Be t t y

3 0 - A - 2 TV,  35,  a n x i o u s  c o r r e s .  & m e e t  u n d r s t n d g .  worn 
an & o t h e r  TVs  i n  C a m d e n -  P h i l a d e l  a r e a .  J o y c e

3 1 - N - l  TV l i k e  to  c o r r e s .  and m e e t  o t h e r  TVs  i n  Ne w  
M e x i c o  and Wes t  T e x a s  a r e a ,  a l l  ans .  Mary Ann
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D E S C R I P T I V E  P R I C E  LIST

"TRANSVESTI A" . . .  A m a g a z i n e  w r i t t e n  by ,  for,  and  
a b o u t  m e n  wi t h  a ’’F e e l i n g  for the  F e m i n i n e ” . P u b 
l i s h e d  1st .  of  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h s  at  $ 4  c o p y .  Back  
i s s u e s  f rom # 3  on a v a i l a b l e  at  r e d u c e d  r a t e  of  6 i s s u e s  
for $ 2 0 .
" FEMMEMIRROR” . . . A 16 p a g e  N e w s l e t t e r  and g o s s i p  
s h e e t  p r i v a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  P u b l i c h e d  15th of  e a c h  
m o n t h  at  $1 c o p y .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  12 for $ 1 0 .
”CLI P S HEET” . . . N e w s  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and i m p e r s o n 
a t i o n  around t he  w o r l d .  C l i p p i n g s  s e n t  i n  by r e a d e r s  
for s c r a p b o o k  u s e .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  at  $ 1 . 5 0 .  
Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
’’ T V - T A L E S  OF FEMME F I C T I O N ” . . .  16 p a g e  s h o r t  s t o r 
i e s  wi t h  T r a n s v e s t i c  t h e m e s .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  
at  $ 1 . 5 0 .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
N O T E : - - B a c k  i s s u e s  of  Mi rror  and C l i p s h e e t  are  a v a i l 
a b l e ,  r e d u c e d  to  6 i s s u e s  $ 3 .  Order m a y  be  m i x e d .
GROUP S UB S CRI P T I ON.  . .  6 i s s u e s  T V i a ,  12 Mi r r or s ,  4 
C l i p s h e e t s  and 4 T V - T a l e s  $ 4 0 .  B ough  t s ep ar a t e  ly $ 4 8 .

S e p a r a t e  Books
"THE T RANS VES TI TE AND HIS W I F E . . .  A d i s c u s s i o n  
f rom b o t h  p o i n t s  of  v i e w . . .  i n c l u d e s  26 p a g e s  o f  l e t 
t ers  f r o m u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i v e s .  W r i t t e n  s i m p l y ,  f a i r l y  
and d i r e c t l y  to  h e l p  w i v e s  and p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d . . .  $ 3 .

FATED FOR FEMININIT Y ” . . .  F a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r y  of  a h i g h  
s c h o o l  boy  who  wa nt s  t o  be c h e e r  l e a d e r  and e n d s  up as 
B e a u t y  Qu e e n  and e v e n t u a l l y  b r i d e  of  a b e a u t i f u l  g i r l .
I l l u s t r a t e d ,  90 p a g e s ..............................................................................$ 5 .
” 1 AM A MALE A CT RES S " . . . Rep or t e  r i m p e r s o n a t e d  a 
s tar  m a k e s  h i t ,  g e t s  c o n t r a c t ,  b e c o m e s  a c t r e s s  m a r r i e s  
f e m a l e  s tar ,  t h e y  l i v e  as s i s t e r s  I l l u s .  100 p a g e s . . .  $ 5 .
’’THE S CARCI TY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORI ES.  . . A 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  5 s t o r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  I l l u s 
t r a t e d ,  77 p a g e s ......................................................................................  $ 5 .
"REVERSE SEX ’’ . . . C o m p l e  t e  and a u t h o r i z e d  a u t o b i o 
g r a p h y  of  f a m o u s  P a r i s i a n  p e r s o n a l i t y - - C o c c i n e l l e  .
120 p a g e s  of  s t or y ,  64 p a g e s  of  p i c t u r e s  d r e s s e d  and
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u n d r e s s e d  to  s how r e m a r k a b l e  c o n v e r s i o n .  I m p o r t e d  
f rom E n g l a n d ......................................................................................... $ 3 .
" CUS TOM MADE DRESSES FOR T RANS VES TITES " . . . C ata-  
l o g  # 2  D r e s s e s ,  s k i r t s ,  b l o u s e s ,  l o u n g e  we a r ,  l i n g e r i e .  
Ma d e  to  y o u r  m e a s u r e .  F u l l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  for y o u  to  
m e a s u r e  y o u r s e l f ...................................................................................  $ 1 .
WI G- WI S DOM"  . . .  L e a f l e t  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  t y p e s ,  c o s t s  
s t y l i n g ,  c a r e ,  m e a s u r i n g  for m a i l  order  e t c ..............  $ 1 .

M e r c h a n d i s e
SPECIAL B R A . . .  w i t h  i n f l a t a b l e  p l a s t i c  i n s e r t s . . . .  $ 5 .
JELLY K I T . . . f o r  f i l l i n g  i n s e r t s ................................................. $ 5 .

T h e s e  t w o  i t e m s  t o g e t h e r  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a v e r y  n a t 
ur a l  b u s t l i n e  for w e i g h t ,  s o f t n e s s ,  " b o u n c e "  e t c .  A 
MUST for  g o o d  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  C o m p l e t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
for  m a k i n g  and f i l l i n g  j e l l y ,  m a k i n g  c l e a v a g e  e t c .
WIG BLOCKS . . .  P l a s t i c  . N e c e s s a r y  for w i g  c a r e .  . . $ 5 .  

CLAMP.  . . F o r  w i g  b l o c k s ,  T i l t s  and c l a m p s ....................... $ 5 .

ORDER BLANK----- P l e a s e  t e a r  out  and u s e .

To  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s
Box 36 0 9 1  Los A n g e l e s  36 ,  C a l i f o r n i a

N a m e ______________________________________ Co d e  N o . ____ ______

A d d r e s s_________________________ C i t y________________ S t a t e_____

I e n c l o s e  $____________ . P l e a s e  s end  m e  t he  f o l l o w i n g
i n  a p l a i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  v i a  1st C l a s s  M a i l .

___________________________________________________ $________

___________________________________________________ $ ________

$.

$.

$.

$.
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Publication Policy

TRANS VES TI A is m a d e  up p r i m a r i l y  of  m a t e r i a l  s u b 
m i t t e d  by i t s  r e a d e r s .  Ca s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n 
c e s ,  f i c t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  p o e m s  and  
p i c t u r e s  are w e l c o m e .  T h e  g r e a t e r  t he  v a r i e t y  t he  
m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  the  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  b e .  M a t e r i a l  is  
s o l i c t e d  on the  f o l l o w i n g  b a s i s :

1. Mo s t  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  is  o f f e r e d  w i t h o u t  e x p e c 
t a t i o n  of  c o mp e  ns a t i  o n - f  or t he  b e n e f i t  of  a l l ,
2 .  H o w e v e r ,  f i c t i o n ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n c e s  and a r t i c l e s  
r u n n i n g  10 p r i n t e d  p a g e s  or m o r e  w i l l  be  c o m p e n s a t e d  
at  t he  ra t e  of  $1 per p a g e .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  to  
short  s u b j e c t s ,  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  l e t t e r s  and t h e  l i k e .
Th i s  p a y m e n t  is no t  l a r g e ,  but  is o f f e r e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
a u t h o r s h i p  .
3.  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  not  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e 
q u e s t e d  and s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .
4 .  Th e  Edi t or  r e s e r v e s  t he  r i g h t  t o  be  s o l e  j u d g e  of  
w h a t  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and to e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e 
l e t e  or r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  wh e n  i t  is d e e m e d  i n  t he  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s  of  t he  m a g a z i n e .  O f f - c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  and  
p i c t u r e s  w i l l  no t  be p u b l i s h e d  and t h e r e  f o r e  s h o u l d  
n o t  be  s u b m i t t e d .

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES

T o  p r o t e c t  t he  m a g a z i n e  and i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f r om  
t he  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  or f o o l i s h  a c t s  of  a f e w i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  to l i m i t  t h i s  s e r v i c e  to  t h o s e  who  h a v e  b e e n  
s c r e e n e d .  If  y o u  wi s h  to use  i t  ask for t he  f r e e  p e r 
s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  Re t ur ne d  w i t h  $5 r e g i s t r a t i o n  
f e e .  If a c c e p t e d  t h i s  $5 b e c o m e s  a d v a n c e  p a y m e n t  for  
ads ( $2  e a . )  or answers;  ($1)  at  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .  M e m b e r s  
of  PHI PI EPSILON n e e d  no f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and a d 
v e r t i s e  or r e p l y  to ads  at  r e g u l a r  r a t e s  o f  $ 2  and $ 1ft*#####*####
A l l  m a t e r i a l  i n t e n d e d  for r e m a i l i n g  MUS T be  s e n t  to:  
CON T A C T  at  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  B l v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19,  C a l i f .
GOODS AND SERVICES ADS a l s o  a c c e p t e d ,  r a t e s  on requ  
e s t .
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