


Purpose of Transvestia'
T h e  c u s t o m s  and a t t i t u d e s  of our  s o c i e t y  w h i l e  r e c o g 

n i z i n g  and a l l o w i n g  g r e a t  f r e e d o m  to t he  f e m a l e  in  t he  
e x p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  s i de  of  h e r  p e r s o n a l i t y  a r e  
l a r g e l y  b l i n d  to  and  r e p r e s s i v e  t o w a r d  t he  m a l e  who d i s 
c o v e r s  t h e  f e m i n i n e  a s p e c t  of  h i s  t o t a l  s e l f .  F e m i n i n e  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  m a l e  does  n o t  irrp ly  s e x u a l  d e v i a t i o n .  
T h i s  m a g a z i n e  is d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  of t he  s e x u a l l y  
n o r m a l  i n d i v i d u a l  who has  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  of 
h i s  or h e r  " o t h e r  s i d e "  and  s e e k s  to e x p r e s s  i t .

TRANSVESTI A,  t h e r e f o r e  is p u b l i s h e d  by,  for ,  and 
a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m  wi t h :

E N T E R T A I N M E N T - - E D U C A T I O N -  - EXPRESSION
by m e a n s  of  f i c t i o n ,  a r t i c l e s  of o p i n i o n ,  t r u e  e x p e r i e n c e s  
e t c .  I t ' s  p u r p o s e  is t o  h e l p  i t ’s r e a d e r s  t o  p r o m o t e :

U N D E R S T A N D I N G - - A C C E P T A N C E - - P E A C E  OF MIND
It*s p o l i c y  is t o  l i m i t  i t s  s c o p e  of  c o v e r a g e  and i n t e r e s t  
t o  t h e  f i e l d  of  t h e  h e t r o s e x u a l  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  W i t h o u t  
c o n d e m n a t i o n  or j u d g e m e n t  of any  k i nd  t h e  f i e l d s  of 
h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  b o n d a g e ,  p u n i s h m e n t ,  f e t i s h i s m  and 
d o m i n a t i o n  a r e  l e f t  t o  o t h e r s  to d e v e l o p .

TRANSVESTI A has ,  and  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to s e r v e  as a 
m e a n s  of g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  i t s  c h o s e n  f i e l d  and to 
a i d ,  by any  m e a n s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of k n o w 
l e d g e  of t h e  f i e l d  t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of i t  by 
p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  l awy e r s ,  j u r 
i s t s  and p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

L o n e l i n e s s ,  f e a r  and s e l f  c o n d e m n a t i o n  h a v e  t oo  l ong  
b e e n  t h e  l o t  of  t h e  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  It  is h o p e d  t h a t  TRANS
VESTI A c a n ,  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  and s h a r i n g  wi t h  o t h e r s ,  
b r i n g  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and h a p p i n e s s .

««ft##«##########*#

" W h e n  y o u  m a k e  t h e  t wo  o n e .  . . and whe n  you  m a k e  t h e  
MALE AND THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE O N E . . .  t h e n  
s h a l l  y o u  e n t e r  t h e  k i n g d o m "  A " s a y i n g  of J e s u s "  f r om 
t h e  " G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  to T h o m a s " .
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M uty A/a
by M is t y  ( 2 0 - G - l )  F P E

" D a r l i n g ,  t hat  l i t t l e  dress  of  m i n e  l o o k s  mu c h  b e t t e r  
on y o u  t han  on m e - - i f  y o u  wo u l d  l i k e  i t ,  you  may have 
i t ! ! ! "  T h o s e  p r e c i o u s  words  we r e  s p o k e n  to me  by 
my Mo t h e r  j u s t  f i v e  y e a r s  a g o  on the  o c c a s i o n  of  one  
of  her  i n f r e q u e n t  v i s i t s  to my h o m e  h e r e  in the Eas t .  
She has  s i n c e  t he n  p a s s e d  on,  and to say the  l e a s t ,  I
mi ss  h e r  t e r r i b l y .  Not  t h a t  I was a M o t h e r s ’ b o y ----
far f r om i t ,  but  t ha t  the  bond of  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 
t rus t  w h i c h  e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  us was  f o u n d e d  on l o v e ,  
and t he  f u l l  k n o w l e d g e  t ha t  her  son l o v e d  to p l a y  a 
d u a l  r o l e  w h e n e v e r  p o s s i b l e .  Th e  l i t t l e  h o u s e  dress  
she g a v e  me  that  day ,  s t i l l  h a n g s  in my c l o s e t  a l o n g  
wi t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f or t y  others  of  e x t r e m e  importance 
in my h e a r t .

T h i s  is a c t u a l l y  a " T r u e - L i f e "  a c c o u n t ,  wi th  no e m 
b e l l i s h m e n t s ,  and s h o u l d  not  be the  e x c e p t i o n  to the 
o l d  a d a g e  t h a t  " T r u t h  is s t r a n g e r  t h a n  f i c t i o n . "  Can  
a n y t h i n g  be mo r e  s t r a n g e  or mo r e  f a s c i n a t i n g  t h a n  
a s t o ry  of  a p e r s o n  who for  5 0  y e a r s  has  b e e n  f i r s t  boy 
and  t h e n  g i r l ,  t h e n  m a n  and  w o m a n ,  a l l  i n  one body .  
T h e s e  t wo soul s ,  i f  you  p l e a s e ,  have ,  b e e n  g e n t l y  but  
f i r m l y  c o n t e s t i n g  for  e x p r e s s i o n  throughout my e n t i r e  
l i f e ,  t a k i n g  t h e i r  t u r ns  for  v a r y i n g  p e r i o d s  of t i m e .  
Each  l o v i n g  the  o t h e r  i n t e n s e l y ,  bu t  a l wa y s  g l ad  to 
t a k e  o v e r  t he  p h y s i c a l  body  and m a k e  i t  t he  t rue  s y m 
b o l  of t he  boy or g i r l  d o m i n a n t  a t  t he  t i m e .  Fortunately, 
a s t r a n g e  so r t  of  f r i e n d l y  c o m p r o m i s e  has  b e e n  wor ke d  
ou t  by t h e s e  two e g o s .  When t h e  boy is in c h a r g e ,  
MI STY i m p a t i e n t l y  a w a i t s  h e r  t u r n .  But when  she f i n 
a l l y  m o v e s  i n - - w  e l l ,  WO W! ! !  M I S T Y g o e s r i g h t i n t o  
h i g h  g e a r .  So m u c h  i n  f a c t ,  i t  a l m o s t  s e e ms  t h a t  he r  
m i n d  has  b e e n  w o r k i n g  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y ,  a l l  a l o n g ,  lining 
up o u t f i t s  to we a r ,  t h i n g s  to do,  p l a c e s  to go,  and 
f r i e n d s  t o  c a l l .  She q u i c k l y  a r r a n g e s  v i s i t s  to u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g  f r i e n d s ,  or p l a n s  c h a r m i n g  g e t - t o g e t h e r s  here 
a t  h o m e ,  wi t h  d e l i c i o u s  f o o d ,  c a n d l e - l i g h t ,  wi ne  and 
a l l  t he  t r i m m i n g s .  MISTY is an e x c e l l e n t  c o o k ,  and 
d e l i g h t s  i n  p r e p a r i n g  b u f f e t - s t y l e  d i n n e r s  w h i c h  require 
a m i n i m u m  a m o u n t  of  s e r v i n g .  She d r e s s e s  mo s t  a t t r a 
c t i v e l y  i n  a s t r a p l e s s  c o c k t a i l  o u t f i t ,  wi t h  a d a r l i n g
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" D a r l i n g ,  t h a t  dress  of m i n e  l ooks  mu c h  b e t t e r  on 
you t h a n  m e - -  i f  you  wou l d  l i k e  i t ,  you  ma y  h a v e  
i t !  ! M

T h o s e  p r e c i o u s  words  we r e  s p o k e n  to me  by my 
M o t h e r ,  t h e  l i t t l e  h o u s e  dress  she g a v e  me  t h a t  
d ay ,  s t i l l  h a n g s  in my c l o s e t .
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g a i l y - c o l o r e d  a p r o n  on to  p r o t e c t  h e r  d r e s s .  Al ways  in 
t a s t e ,  MISTY s e e m s  to i n s t i n c t i v e l y  do the  r i g h t  t h i n g  
at  t he  r i g h t  t i m e .  V i s i t o r s  l o v e  h e r  p a r t i e s ,  and c o n 
fess t h a t  t h e i r  e v e n i n g s  h e r e  a r e  ’’th e  g r e a t e s t . ” Of 
c o u r s e  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  to be a l i t t l e ” s h o w - o f f ” in 
M I S T Y ’S n a t u r e ,  s i n c e  she is l i a b l e  to  c h a n g e  dr e s se s  
s e r v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t he  e v e n i n g ,  to t he  e v i d e n t  d e 
l i g h t  of  h e r  g u e s t s .  F r e q u e n t l y ,  b e a u t i f u l  c o l o r e d  
s l i d e s  of o u t s t a n d i n g  TV e v e n t s  a r e  shown on h e r  screen 
l i k e  t he  J e w e l  Box Revue ,  Beaux Art  Bal l ,  H a l l o w e e n  
P a r a d e s  and  P a r t i e s  she a t t e n d s .  Ve r y  o f t e n  MISTY is 
t h e  Gu e s t  of  Honor  and  Mi s t r e s s  of  C e r e m o n i e s ,  a l l  
r o l l e d  i n t o  o n e .  She n o t  on l y  Talks  a b o u t  h e r  T V 
l i f e ,  b u t  JjLy_es_ i t  as w e l l ,  s h o wi n g  b o t h  by word and
a c t i o n  t h a t  she l o v e s  he r  d u a l  n a t u r e , -----is n e i t h e r
a s h a m e d  of i t ,  n o t  e m b a r r a s s e d  t o  t a l k  a b o u t  i t  to any 
s i n c e r e  and  i n t e r e s t e d  p e o p l e .

We l l ,  by now,  y ou  c a n  r e a l i z e  t h a t  MISTY is ’’q u i t e  
a g i r l ,  " wh i c h  in t r u t h  she i s .  But it is a l ways  i n t e r e s 
t i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  to see  how t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  began  
and  how t h e y  e v o l v o d .  So l e t ’ s go b a c k  to t he  beg i n -  
i ng ,  f i f t y  y e a r s  a g o .  Th e  y o u n g e s t  son of ou t - s t and i ng  
p a r e n t s  c a m e  a l o n g  e i g h t  y e a r s  a f t e r  the  o l d e r  brother 
h a d  p r o c e e d e d  h i m  a l o n g  t he  f a m i l y  p a t h .  Th e  b i g 
ge s t  d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  M o t h e r  h a d  h o p e d  for  a baby  

JLLLL i n  t h e s e c o n d  c h i l d .  But a l o n g  c a m e  l i t t l e  me.“
I gues s  t h e y  t h o u g h t  I was e s p e c i a l l y  c u t e  and precious 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a l m o s t  l o v e d  me  to d e a t h  wi t h  d e v o t e d  
a t t e n t i o n ,  p r e t t y  LsS J jl M o t h e r l y  c a r e  c o n 
s t a n t l y ,  and  e v e n  t he  f u l l  t i m e  s e r v i c e s  of a darling 
old ’’A u n t i e  S t e i n ” who was Go v e r n e s s  and a l s o  baby  
s i s t e r .  One of my p r i z e d  p o s s e s s i o n s  is an e a r l y  p h o t o  
of  me  on my D a d ’s l a p ,  c lo thed  in a f r e s h l y  s t a r c h e d  
l i t t l e  d r es s  so s t y l i s h  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Our  b i r t h d a y  
p a r t i e s  on t he  l a wn  of our  l o v e l y  C a l i f o r n i a  h o m e ,  were 
t h i n g s  of  d e l i g h t ,  and d a r l i n g  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  ( m o s t l y  
g i r l s )  to p l a y  w i t h .  I p r o g r e s s e d  f r om b a b y  d r e s se s  
i n t o  r o m p e r s  a r o u n d  t h r e e  to f i v e  y e a r s  of age ,  wi t h  
no p r o b l e m s .
In 1915 our  f a m i l y  m o v e d  f r om C a l i f o r n i a  b a c k  to Chi 
c a g o ,  w h e r e  I w e n t  t h r o u g h  g r a m m a r  s c h o o l  and t h e n  
h i g h  s c h o o l ,  wi t h  a m i n i m u m  of  e f f o r t  and a maximum



of p l e a s u r e  due  to my p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in spor t s ,  m u s i c a l  
a t i v i t i e s  and d r a m a t i c s .  T h e  t h e a t r e  has  n e v e r  ceased 
t o  a t t r a c t  me ,  and my f o n d e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  t he  past 
a r e  b a s e d  upon  O p e r e t t a s ,  shows,  or s p o r t i n g  e v e n t s  
in  wh i c h  I p a r t i c i p a t e d .  D r e s s - u p  e v e n t s  we r e  a l ways  
g a l a  o c c a s i o n s ,  e v e n  t h o ’ I was u s u a l l y  a b o y .  But 
t h e  l e a n i n g s  we r e  a l w a y s  t o w a r d s  t h e  g i r l s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  
b e a u t i f u l  d r e s s e s  and p e t t i c o a t s ,  l on g  ’’o p e r a  l e n g t h ” 
s t o c k i n g s  for  t h e  d a n c e r s ,  t he  m a k e - u p ,  h a i r - d o ’s, 
and a l l  of  t he  w o n d e r f u l  wo r l d  of " m a k e - b e l i e v e .  ’’

We h ad  a l i t t l e  h o u s e  out  i n  b a c k ,  s o r t  of  a p a r t i a l  
g a r a g e ,  s e r v a n t s  r o o m,  and shop or pi ay r o o m  for  me ,  
and i t  was h e r e  t h a t  our  l i t t l e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  pu t  on 
t h e i r  p l a y s  and d r e s s e d  up,  e t c .  I a l w a y s  s e e m e d  to  
end  up in a s k i r t  m a d e  of d i s c a r d e d  s h e e t ,  wi t h  s o m e  
p l u m e s  or t h e  l i k e  i n  my h a i r  for  e f f e c t .  My b r o t h e r  
was t r a v e l l i n g  for  a w o m e n 1 s l i n g e r i e  c o m p a n y ,  and 
a l wa y s  had  l o t s  of  s a m p l e  p a n t i e s  and s l i p s ,  b l o o m e r s  
and a l l  k i n d s  of t h i n g s ,  i n  h i s  s a m p l e  k i t ,  w h i c h  I 
p r o c e e d e d  to b o r r ow or s i m p l y  l i f t  for  my v e r y  own.
I gues s  m a n y  t i m e s  wh e n  c a l l i n g  on a c u s t o m e r ,  my 
b r o t h e r  w o n d e r e d  why he  c o u l d n ' t  f i nd  _th§.L p a r t i c u 
lar s a m p l e  p a n t i e  w i t h  t he  b r i g h t  r ed l a c e  a r o u n d  t h e  
l e g .  Poor  f e l l o w ,  he  n e v e r  d i d  s o l v e  t he  q u e s t i o n  of  
wh a t  b e c a m e  of t h e m .  L i t t l e  d i d  he  r e a l i z e  t h a t  I 
was w e a r i n g  the  p u r l o i n e d  g a r m e n t .  Man y  t i m e s  I 
wore  b i g  b l a c k  b l o o m e r s  to s c h o o l  on t h e  days  I d i d n ’ t 
h a v e  gym c l a s s .  I g-uess my t r o u s e r s  l o o k e d  p r e t t y  
f u l l .  But t h e  p a n t i e s  we r e  t h e  mo s t  fun,  s i n c e  t h e y  
fe l t_ so good ,  l o o k e d  d e v i n e ,  and I k n e w t h e y  we r e  
e x a c t l y  t he  s a m e  as a l l  of  my f a v o r i t e  g i r l  f r i e n d s  a t  
s ch o o l  we r e  w e a r i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e .  O n c e  i n  a g r e a t  
w h i l e ,  one of my g i r l  f r i e n d s  wo u l d  f e e l  c l o s e  enough 
to me to show h e r  p r e t t y  p a n t i e s  u n d e r  h e r  d r e s s ,  and 
I wou l d  c o n f i d e  i n  h e r  by s h o w i n g  m i n e .  Wh i l e  f r e 
q u e n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  to  f i nd  g i r l ' s  p a n t i e s  on a boy ,  never
t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  u s u a l l y  a g r e e d  i t  was " a l r i g h t  i f  you  
l i k e  t h a t  sor t  of t h i n g ,  " or " I r e a l l y  d o n ’t b l a m e  
you for  w a n t i n g  to w e a r  p r e t t y  p a n t i e s ,  l i k e  we g i r l s  
d o . "  Anyway,  i t  a l l  g l a d d e n e d  my h e a r t  and a d d e d  
dep t h  and i n t e n s e  e m o t i o n  to  t he  v e r y  a c t  i t s e l f .

I w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  a c q u i r i n g  my f i r s t  b r a s s i e r e .  I t
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was  ’’h a r r o w e d ” f rom my p r e t t y  l i t t l e  n i e c e ,  who  v i s i t 
ed us o ne  s u m m e r .  I f i l l e d  i t  out  wi t h  a c o u p l e  of  
pa i r  of  Mo t h e r s  s t o c k i n g s ,  and was  t h r i l l e d  to s e e  how  
r e a l i s t i c  t h o s e  l i t t l e  bumps  l o o k e d  on t he  f ront  of  my  
s h i r t  or s w e a t e r .  M a k e - u p  and l o n g  ha i r  or w i g s  were  
not  a v a i l a b l e  in t h o s e  da y s ,  so I had to  we a r  w h a t e v e r  
I c o u l d  g e t  h o l d  of  t ha t  was  f e m i n i n e .  A pa i r  of  stock
i n g s  wi t h  runs,  a s l i p  wi t h  t he  l a c e  r i p p e d  o f f  t he  edge, 
or p a n t i e s  w h e r e  t he  e l a s t i c  had s t r e t c h  out  of  s h a p e .  
N e v e r - t h e - l e s s  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  ’’h e a v e n ” to m e ,  and 
t h e y  w e r e  worn e v e r y  a v a i l a b l e  m o m e n t  in a l l  c o m b i 
n a t i o n s .  O u t s i d e  of  t he  p l a y s  and m u s i c a l s  at  s c h o o l ,  
m o s t  of  my d r e s s i n g - u p  had to be  c o n f i n e d  to t he  house 
w h e n  t h e  f o l k s  w e r e  out .

I gr e w up to be  q u i t e  a ” d e v i l  " w i t h  the  g i r l s  in our
g r o up ,  s i n c e  I l i k e d  t h e m  a n y w a y -----t h e y  we r e  so f t
and fun t o  c u d d l e  and k i s s .  T h e y  s e e m e d  to l i k e  me in 
p r e f e r e n c e  to s o m e  of  the  o l d e r  and I am sure r o ug he r  
bo y s  who  we r e  a l i t t l e  mo r e  ” d e on t h e m  
t ha n  I . We c o n t i n u o u s l y  p l a y e d  g a m e s  in my  p l a y 
h o u s e , - -  t h o s e  in w h i c h  I wo u l d  u s u a l l y  s t ar t  out  as 
the  e n c h a n t e d  boy  who  a l w a y s  t urned  i n t o  a b e a u t i f u l  
g i r l  p r i n c e s s  in the  l a s t  a c t .  I ne v e r  l e t  a g i r l  friend 
p l a y  t h a t  one  part ,  b e l i e v e  m e .

So l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  t he  d e s i r e  to dress  c o n t i n u e d  to grow, 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e r e  f ound or m a d e ,  or I wo u l d  s i m p l y  
do i t  on my  own,  and e n j o y  t he  fun of  t u r n i n g  i n t o  a 
g i r l  al  by m y s e l f .

More  and b e t t e r  under  t h i n g s  g r a d u a l l y  p r o g r e s s e d  to 
d r e s s e s ,  t h e n  a l i t t l e  t o u c h  of  m a k e - u p ,  and f i n a l l y  
g o i n g "  a l l - o u t ” to  be a g i r l  in e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  way,  
e v e n  in my  t h i n k i n g .  Wh i l e  i t  is true  t h a t  my normal 
boy  l i f e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  such  as t e n n i s  
and s w i m m i n g ,  t h a t  a c t u a l  h a p p i n e s s  of  d r e s s i n g  up as 
a g i r l ,  and t he  s e n s a t i o n s  d e r i v e d  from l i  t e r a l l y  " being 
a g i r l ,  ” c o n t i n u e d  to a m p l i f y  my  n o r m a l  d e s i r e s  a l o n g  
t ha t  l i n e .  No o p p o r t u n i t y  was  l o s t  for d r e s s i n g  up.  
Muc h r e a d i n g  was  d o n e  i n  t he  l i b r a r i e s  on t he  s u b j e c t .  
P r o f o u n d  and c o m p l i c a t e d  m e d i c a l  books  we r e  pour e d  
thru t r y i n g  to l e a r n  as m u c h  as p o s s i b l e  a b o u t  my d e 
s i r e s .
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Was I t h r i l l e d  to s e e  how r e a l i s t i c  t h o s e  b u mp s ,  
on t he  f ront  of  my shirt ,  l o o k e d ! ! ! ”
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T h i s  was  wa y  b e f o r e  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  work  s t a r t e d  by our  
d e a r  V i r g i n i a ,  w h i c h  is so e n l i g h t e n i n g  and h e l p f u l  for 
T V ' s  e v e r y w h e r e  t o d a y »

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  t h i r t i e s  I t r a v e l l e d  a r o u n d  t he  c o u n t r y  
a g r e a t  d e a l ,  m o s t l y  s t a y i n g  a t  t h e  Y M C A ' s .  And while 
a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e i r  s p o r t s  p r o g r a m ,  i 
a l w a y s  h a d  my f e m i n i n e  u n d e r t h i n g s ,  n i g h t i e s ,  e t c ,  
w i t h  m e .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  I wo u l d  dr es s  for  new f r i e n d s ,  
b u t  a l w a y s  i n  my  r o o m .  I i m a g i n e  t he  c l e a n i n g  women 
m u s t  h a v e  w o n d e r e d  a b o u t  f i n d i n g  d r e s s e s ,  b r a s ,  panties, 
s l i p s ,  e t c ,  i n  my d r e s s e r  or c l o s e t ,  b u t  t h e y  n e v e r  
s a i d  a n y t h i n g .  U s u a l l y ,  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  f r i e n d l y  t o w 
ar ds  m e ,  p e r h a p s  f e e l i n g  a w o m a n l y  s y m p a t h y  or u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I n e v e r  s e e m e d  t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  in those 
d a y s .  If  t h e r e  w e r e  any ,  t he  c o n t r a s t  wi t h  t h e  new 
ones t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f ew y e a r s  wo u l d  be mos t  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  In 1951 a boy f r i e n d  and hi s  wi f e  h e l p e d  
me  d r e s s ,  and we m a d e  a m o v i e .  Wh i l e  ve r y  a m a t e u r -  
osh by any  s t a n d a r d s ,  i t  s t i l l  g i v e s  me  a l o t  of l au g h s  
e v e n  t o d a y .  I a l m o s t  n e v e r  t r i e d  t o  go out  of  my 
r o o m - -  a l t h o ' t h e  few t i m e s  I d id we r e  s u c c e s s f u l .  A 
A d o w n t o w n  m o v i e  wi t h  a n o t h e r  boy and t wo g i r l s - - a  
v i s i t  t o  a H a m b u r g e r  p l a c e  in an a u t o m o b i l e  wi t h  a 
c o u p l e .  Al l  i n  a l l ,  I was m o r e  t h e  " s t ay  a t  h o m e , ” 
t y p e  of g i r l .  T h a t  a t t i t u d e ,  f o r t u n a t e l y ,  for  me  t h r 
ough t h o s e  e a r l y  y e a r s  wh e n  t h e  h e a r t  w a n t e d  to  " go ,'” 
b u t  t h e  h e a d  s a i d  ” N O ! ! "

I c a m e  Eas t  i n  19 31, and s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  m e t ,  and 
m a r r i e d  a v e r y  f i n e  g i r l  f r o m a poor  bu t  h o n e s t  South- 
h e r n  f a m i l y .  She was n a i v e ,  d e v o t e d  and r e a l l y  a won
d e r f u l  g i r l  i n  m a n y  ways ,  _bjujL bu t ,  she was
o v e r l y  r e l i g i o u s  to t h e  p o i n t  w h e r e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  she 
couldn ' t  f ind in d e t a i l e d  b l u e  p r i n t  of  i n  h e r  c h u r c h  work, 
was  e i t h e r  s a c r i l e g i o u s ,  i m m o r a l ,  or bad for  o n e .  As 
a r e s u l t ,  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  wh i ch  c o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  o p e n  to  us for  p h y s i c a l ,  m o r a l ,  and s o c i a l  
e n j o y m e n t ,  we r e  t i g h t l y  c l o s e d ,  due  to he r  b i g o t e d  
a t t i t u d e .  She k n e w a l l  a b o u t  my " o t h e r  l i f e "  for  
y e a r s ,  c a u g h t  me  d r e s s e d  up m a n y  t i m e s ,  _aj.w_axs. made 
s c e n e s ,  n e v e r  wo u l d  t a l k  w i t h  me  about ,  i t .
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She c o u l d n ' t  and w o u l d n ' t  t ry  to u n d e r s t a n d  my " p e r 
v e r s i o n ” as she c a l l e d  i t ,  h e n c e  i t  was a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
wrong  and s i n f u l .  Beer  was f o r b i d d e n  i n  t h e  h o m e ,  
e v e n  our  sex l i f e  t o g e t h e r  soon s t o p p e d  b e i n g  fun and 
b e c a m e ,  i n s t e a d ,  a s c h e d u l e d  t h i n g .  She w a g e d  h e r  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  w a r f a r e  t o  t h e  end  of  c o m p l e t e  and total 
a b s t i n e n c e  of  a l l  s e x u a l  c o n t a c t ,  b u t  we d i d  m a n a g e  

t o  p r o d u c e  t wo w o n d e r f u l  n o r m a l  c h i l d r e n ,  a l t h o u g h  
she d i d n ' t  wa n t  t h e  s ec o n d  one ,  she e v e n  t a l k e d  t o  a 
f e m a l e  p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  ( who t u r n e d  ou t  t o  be a v e r y  
f r u s t r a t e d  s p i n s t e r . )  T h i s  o ld g a l  a d v i s e d  an abor t i on ,  
b a s e d  on my w i f e ’s d e s c r i p t i o n  of my " a b n o r m a l i t i e s "  
wh i c h  p r o b a b l y  wo u l d  " t a i n t "  t he  new b a b y .  Of c o u r s e  
our  f i r s t  bo r n ,  a boy., w a s . a l r e a d y  s e v e n  y e a r s  old and 
as n o r m a l  as a p p l e  p i e .  An y wa y ,  I s a i d  " N o t h i n g  
d o i n g !  E v e r y t h i n g  w i l l  p r o c e e d  on s c h e d u l e . ” Whi ch  
i t  d i d .  T o d a y ,  t h o s e  t wo k i d s  a r e  w o n d e r f u l .  T h e  boy 
m a r r i e d  and has  two w o n d e r f u l  c h i l d r e n ,  w h i l e  t h e  girl 
is a m e d i c a l  t e c h n i c i a n  in  a b i g  h o s p i t a l ,  _vej2_  busy 
wi t h  h e r  work and f i g h t i n g  of f  t he  b o y s .  ( D o c t o r s  and  
i n t e r n s . )  T h e y  b o t h  know a l l  a b o u t  me  and my l o v e  
for  d r e s s i n g .  My d a u g h t e r s  v i e ws  a r e  s o m e w h a t  mixed 
due to h e r  M o t h e r ’s g i v i n g  h e r  a p e r v e r t e d  s e n s e  of 
v a l u e s  and r e l i g i o u s  b i g o t r y .  She ha s  s e e n  s o me  of my 
p h o t o g r a p h s  w h i l e  d r e s s e d  n e v e r  in p e r s o n .  On t h e  other 
h a n d ,  my son f r e q u e n t l y  v i s i t s  wi t h  me  i n  my h o m e .  
A p p r o p r i a t e l y  d r e s s e d ,  e v e n  t o  m a k e  up and j e w e l r y ,
I c o o k  d e l i c i o u s  m e a l s  for  us,  s i t  a r o u n d  and t a l k ,  we 
wa t c h  t e l e v i s i o n  or r e a d .  He v e r y  o p e n l y  says  t h a t  I 
am no t  h u r t i n g  a n y o n e  i n c l u d i n g  m y s e l f ,  and t h a t  i t  
woul d  be  a s h a m e  to w a s t e  my t a l e n t s  by n o t  d r e s s i n g  
up when  I m a k e  such a d a r n  n i c e  l o o k i n g  w o m a n ,  and 
e n j o y  i t  so ve r y  m u c h .

F i na l l y ,  a f t e r  29 y e a r s  of m a r r i e d  l i f e ,  my wi f e  w a l k 
ed out  on me ,  j u s t  t wo  and h a l f  y e a r s  a g o .  Ap p a r e n t l y ,  
( u n b e k n o w n s t  t o  me  ) she t a l k e d  ove r  t h e  p r o b l e m  a t  
g r e a t  l e n g t h  wi t h  a l l  t he  old l a d y  d e a c o n e s s e s  a t  t h e  
c h u r c h ,  p l us  t h e  p r e a c h e r ,  t h e  w e l f a r e  w o r k e r  d o w n 
town,  and t he  f a t  l a d y  down t h e  b l o c k .  I gues s  t h e i r  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  h e r  w e r e -  " l e a v e  h i m ,  " w h i c h  
she d i d!  ! I

( CONTINUED ON PC. 65 )
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Siltenl jbay
S h e i l a ,  3 0 - B - 2  FPE

Won* t  soireone s t a r t  a S i s t e r ' s  h a y ?
Why i s n ' t  t h e r e  a S i s t e r ' s  h a y ?

T h e r e  o u g h t  t o  he a S i s t e r ' s  h a y  

When S i s t e r s  c o u l d  he f e t e d .

FPs k e e p  q u i e t  M o t h e r ' s  h a y s
Even more t h a n  on o t h e r  d a y s ,

And e s p e c i a l l y  on F a t h e r ' s  h a y s  

D o n ' t  f e e l  a p p r e c i a t e d .

Wi t h  s i c k  j o k e s  or s w e e t  p l a t i t u d e  

Our b r o t h e r s  c o u l d  show g r a t i t u d e

For  a l l  t h e  j o y  w e ' v e  g i v e n  t he m,
F o r  a l l  t h e  p a i n  w e ' v e  s p a r e d  ' em.

The f u r  c o a t s  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  b u y ,

The c u t e  i d e a s  we d i d n ' t  t r y ,

And a l l  t h o s e  l o v e l y  p i c t u r e s -
We so w i l l i n g l y  h a v e  s h a r e d  ' em.

Oh, l e t  t h e r e  be a S i s t e r ' s  h a y !
P l e a s e ,  someone s t a r t  a S i s t e r ' s  ha y !

To i n t e r - p e r s o n a l  a c c o r d
T h i s  g e s t u r e  s h o u l d  he made.

So e a c h  h a l f  o f  a TV c o u l d
R e j o i c e  i n  h i s / h e r  s i b l i n g h o o a

And b e n e f i t  t h e  l i n g e r i e
And'costume jewelry trade.



^Ite New Hent&i

b y  M a r g e  ( 1 3 - H - l )

A t r a n s f e r  to M o r r i s t o w n  was w e l c o m e d  u n t i l  I 
d i s c o v e r e d  t h e r e  was a h o u s i n g  s h o r t a g e .  I h ad  m a d e  
m a n y  c a l l s  for  r o o ms  for  m e n .  I h a d  c a l l e d  on ma n y  
e f f i c i e n c y  a p a r t m e n t s  t h a t  did n o t  s p e c i f y  wh a t  was 
d e s i r e d  and  I was t h o r o u g h l y  d i s g u s t e d  wi t h  t he  d i r t  
and  f i l t h  and shoddy  ro-oms wh i c h  were  o f f e r e d  for 
r e n t e r s .

As a l a s t  r e s o r t  i t  o c c u r e d  to me t h a t  I m i g h t  
p e r s u a d e  a r e n t i n g  a g e n t  or p e r s o n  to r e n t  a r o o m 
t h a t  h a d  s p e c i f i e d  " fo r  w o m e n " .

I h ad  m a d e  s e v e r a l  c o n t a c t s  t h e r e ,  and a f t e r  
l o o k i n g  a t  r o o m s  for w o m e n  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  when  I 
a d v i s e d  I was l o o k i n g  for  a r o o m for  m y s e l f ,  i t  was a 
n o - g o  s i t u a t i o n .  I t  h a d  to be for  w o m e n .

I f i n a l l y  c a m e  to a l a r g e  old h o u s e  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  
to be i n  a s i n g l e  f a m i l y  z o n i n g  a r e a  and I d e c i d e d  I ’d 
t ry a new a p p r o a c h !

I used  t he  door  k n o c k e r .  T h e  door  was o p e n e d .  
" Y e s ? ” a g e n t l e  v o i c e  a s k e d .  "I saw yo u r  ad i n  the  
p a p e r  and  t h o u g h t  t h a t  I m i g h t  l o o k  a t  your  r o o m s ” ,
I a n s w e r e d .  T h e  l a n d  l a d y  t h e n  l o o k e d  down h e r  nose 
and  s t a t e d ,  " T h e y  are  for  w o m e n  o n l y ! "  I s t ood  my 
g r o u n d  and  a d v i s e d  t h a t  I k n e w what t he  ad sa id and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  I w a n t e d  to pass  on t h e m  for  a n o t h e r .
Wi t h  t h a t  she a d v i s e d  me  to c o m e  i n .  Th e  ro o ms  
Were q u i t e  c u t e  and q u i t e  f e m i n i n e  and we re  q u i t e  
d e s i r a b l e .  I a s k e d  t he  a m o u n t  of  r e n t  pe r  we ek ,  and 
was  a d v i s e d  of  an a m o u n t  t h a t  was q u i t e  r e a s o n a b l e .  
Wi t h  t he  u s u a l  r o o m we n t  such  p r i v i l e g e s  as use of t he  
l i v i n g  r o o m and  for  a p r i c e  she wou l d  se r ve  b r e a k f a s t .  
I a s k e d ,  " Wh en  c a n  t he  r e n t e r  m o v e  i n ? "  She t h e n  
s t a t e d  t h a t  she wo u l d  no t  r e n t - t h e  r o o m u n t i l  she m e t  
and  d e c i d e d  a b o u t  t he  l a d y  t h a t  was r e n t i n g  the  r o o m .
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I t h e n  a d v i s e d  t h a t  t he  p e r s o n  who w a n t e d  to r e n t  
the r oom was to a l l  a p p e a r a n c e s  a m a n  b u t  was r e a l l y  
a wo ma n  in a c t i o n  and d e p o r t m e n t .  She was n o t  s u r 
p r i s ed  to l e a r n  t h a t  I was t h e  p e r s o n .  She t h e n  s t a t e d  
t h a t  she t h o u g h t  t h a t  I was a ma n  and t h a t  she was no t  
sure t h a t  she w a n t e d  ’t h a t  k i nd  a r o u n d ’ . I s t a t e d  t h a t  
I woul d  do n o t h i n g  t h a t  wou l d  c a u s e  h e r  d i s m a y  in any 
m a n n e r .

T h e  l a n d l a d y  t h e n  s e e m e d  to s igh q u i t e  a u d i b e l y  
and sa i d ,  " A l l  r i g h t ,  I " l l  t ry  y ou  for  t wo w e e k s ,  t h e n  
we w i l l  h a v e  a l i t t l e  t a l k  and I w i l l  t e l l  you  i f  you  
ca n  s t a y ! "  I was a l m o s t  o v e r j o y e d  to h e a r  h e r  s t a t e 
m e n t  and p r o m p t l y  m a d e  h a s t e  to m o v e  i n .  I b r o u g h t  
a l l  my f i n e s t  t h i n g s  and did n o t  h e s i t a t e  to h a n g  my 
c l o t h e s  b o t h  m a s c u l i n e  and f e m i n i n e  in t he  c l o s e t .  
Af t e r  I had  m o v e d  in,  Mrs .  S c a r c l i f f ,  for  t h a t  was  h e r  
n a m e  I l e a r n e d  l a t e r ,  made  an i n s p e c t i o n  and she 
s e e m e d  to t h i n k  t h a t  I was n e a t  and c l e a n .

Th e  e v e n i n g  p a s s e d  wi t h  me  in  my r o o m .  Of 
c o u r s e  I pu t  on my p i n k  n e g l i g e e  and  m u l e s  and j u s t  
r e a d  u n t i l  t i m e  to go to bed  and t h e n  we n t  to t he  b a t h  
ro o m down t he  h a l l  and t h e n  we n t  to b e d  a f t e r  c r e a m 
i ng  my f a c e  .

I a r os e  p r o m p t l y  t he  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  a M o n d a y ,  and 
we n t  to work .  Th e  day p a s s e d  q u i c k l y  and I f e l t  t h a t  
wi t h  a r o o m,  I h ad  no p r o b l e m s  so g a v e  m y s e l f  to my 
work .  At t he  c l o s e  of t h e  day I t o o k  my c o a t  and  h a t  
and found  my way to t he  bus  and we n t  h o m e .  I w e n t  
to my r o o m ,  s l i p p e d  out  of my c l o t h e s  and t ook  a b a t h  
I t h e n  r e t u r n e d  to my u s u a l  m a l e  c l o t h e s  and  we n t  t o  
t he  l i v i n g  r o o m .

Mrs .  S c a r c l i f f  was w a t c h i n g  t e l e v i s i o n  and l o o k e d  
q u i c k l y  a t  me  and t h e n  r e t u r n e d  to  h e r  p r o g r a m  as I 
s l i d  i n t o  a c o m f o r t a b l e  c h a i r .

Du r i n g  t he  c o m m e r c i a l  b e t w e e n  t he  p r o g r a m s  she 
g av e  me  a t h o r o u g h  l o o k i n g  o v e r  and  t h e n  s q u a r e d  
away  and l o o k e d  me  in t h e  e y e  and sa i d ,  " Wh e n  you  
m o v e d  in h e r e  y ou  s t a t e d  t h a t  y ou  we r e  a w o m a n  who 
wore m e n ’s c l o t h i n g .  I h a v e  no t  s e e n  any i n d i c a t i o n  
of i t ,  o t h e r  t h a n  yo u r  h a v i n g  s o me  ve r y  p r e t t y  c l o t h e s
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in your closet for I don't mind telling you, I looked!

I l o o k e d  a t  h e r  i n  r e t u r n  wi t h  a s l i g h t  s m i l e  on 
my f a c e  as I know she h a d  no t  f i n i s h e d  y e t .  She c o n 
t i n u e d ,  " I f  y ou  a r e  a g i r l ,  I t h i n k  you  s hou l d  show me.  
If  you  a r e  n o t  a g i r l ,  I t h i n k  you  a r e  h e r e  un d e r  f a l s e  
p r e t e n s e s  and I am sure  you  and  I a r e  bo t h  open  to 
q u e s t i o n .  I w a n t  to see yo u  as you  dress  as a g i r l  so 
t h a t  I c a n  r e v a l u a t e  w h e t h e r  I wa n t  you  to c o n t i n u e  
h e r e !  "

I t h e n  t o l d  h e r ,  "I w i l l  go up s t a i r s  and c h a n g e  
c l o t h e s  i f  you  p r e f e r .  You j u s t  s i t  t i g h t  and I w i l l  
r e t u r n  i n  a few m i n u t e s . "

I t h e n  we n t  up s t a i r s ,  we n t  to t he  b a t h r o o m ,  
b a t h e d  t h o r o u g h l y  us i ng  a l o v e l y  a r o m a  and a f t e r  
s h a v i n g  as c l o s e l y  as p o s s i b l e  r e t u r n e d  to my room 
wh e r e  I m a d e  t he  m o s t  t h o r o u g h  m a k e  up j o b  t h a t  I 
h ad  e v e r  t r i e d  to do.  I t h e n  s l i p p e d  i n t o  t he  u s u a l  
u n d e r  t h i n g s  and p u t  on my l o v e l i e s t  of n y l o n s ,  a 
b o u f a n t  s l i p ,  an o r a n g e  p a r t y  dress  t h a t  was s l i g h t l y  
d e c o t e l e t e  and t o p p e d  i t  of f  wi t h  a wig t h a t  I s ave d  
for  b e s t  o c c a s i o n s .  When I s l i p p e d  my u s u a l  t h i n g s  
i n t o  a l i t t l e  c l u t c h  b a g  t h a t  j u s t  m a t c h e d  my o r a n g e  
p a t e n t  shoes  and t h e n  we n t  down s t a i r s .  I was no t  sure  
j u s t  wh a t  I had  i n  s t o r e  for  m y s e l f .

Mrs .  S c a r c l i f f  was j u s t  as she h ad  b e e n  when  I 
l e f t  h e r  to  go up s t a i r s .  She s c a r c e l y  t u r n e d  h e r  h e a d  
b u t  a p p e a r e d  to be t h o r o u g h l y  e n g r o s s e d  in t he  p r o g r a m .  
When she l o o k e d  ove r  to me a t  t h e  n e x t  c o m m e r c i a l  
she e y e d  me  up and down and s a i d ,  " T h a t  is mo r e  l i k e  
i t  my d e a r .  Now i f  y ou  we re  to d i s p l a y  your  mo r e  
f e m i n i n e  s i de  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  I am sure we 
wo u l d  g e t  a l o n g  r e a l  w e l l  a r o u n d  h e r e . "  Th e  p r o g r a m  
was o v e r  in a l i t t l e  w h i l e  and she t u r n e d  t he  set  off  
and t u r n e d  up s o me  f l o o r  l a m p s  t h a t  we re  in t he  r o o m .  
She t h e n  m o t i o n e d  for  me  to c o m e  c l o s e r  to h e r .

She s a i d ,  " You  m a k e  a v e r y  p r e t t y  p i c t u r e  in the  
s u b d u e d  l i g h t  and I wa n t  to know wh a t  you  l ook  l i k e  in 
t he  s t r o n g  l i g h t  of d a y .  You c e r t a i n l y  m a d e  a wo n 
d e r f u l  e n t r a n c e  b u t  I wo n d e r  how m u c h  of i t  is s t a g e  
p l a y  and  how m u c h  of  i t  is t he  r e a l  y o u .  In t he
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b r i g h t e r  l i g h t  I am sure  I w i l l  be a b l e  to see  t he  r e a l  
you b e t t e r " .

I f e l t  q u i t e  l i k e  a go l d  f i sh in a b o wl  and  am 
q u i t e  sure t he  go l d  f i sh was no r e d d e r  t h a t  I was for  
t he  n e x t  few m o m e n t s  as I m a d e  a s t r u t  or t wo b e f o r e  
h e r  mu c h  as wo u l d  a r e a l  m o d e l .  She t h e n  s t o o d  up 
and e x a m i n e d  me  a t  a r e a l  c l o s e  r a n g e .

She said,  "Now y ou  do h a v e  me  c o n f u s e d .  I 
t h o u g h t  you  we r e  t r y i n g  to p u l l  my l e g  and  s i n c e  you  
a p p e a r e d  h a r m l e s s ,  I t h o u g h t  I wo u l d  do  y ou  a t u r n  
and e v e n  h a v e  a l i t t l e  fun w h i l e  I was s h o w i n g  y o u  up .  
Now you h a v e  me  t h o r o u g h l y  c o n f u s e d .  I do n o t  know 
w h e t h e r  you  a r e  r e a l l y  a boy or a g i r l .

I f e l t  i t  was up to me  to t a k e  a s t a n d  so I t o l d  h e r  
the  s t o r y  of my b e i n g  a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  I t o l d  h e r  a b o u t  
my e a r l i e s t  m e m o r y  of my m o t h e r  d r e s s i n g  me  i n  g i r l 
ish t h i n g s  and c o m b i n g  my l o n g  h a i r  and  of t he  p a r t i e s  
t h a t  I had  e n j o y e d  d u r i n g  my e a r l y  g r o w i n g  up p e r i o d .
I t o l d  h e r  how I h a d  c o n t i n u e d  my f e e l i n g s  and  how I
had d r e s s e d  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  and  how I h a d  t r i e d
p u r p o s e l y  to d e v e l o p e  a l l  f e m i n i n e  f e e l i n g s  and  r e 
sponses  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d .  I t o l d  h e r  how I k n e w t h a t  
I c ou l d  c o n t r o l  m y s e l f  and c o u l d ,  by d r e s s i n g  upon  
o c c a s i o n ,  s a t i s f y  my i n n e r  l o n g i n g  and  c o u l d  m a i n t a i n  
a s t a b l e  o u t l o o k  on t he  wo r l d  of  my d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s .

Mrs.  S c a r c l i f f  a p p e a r e d  to mu s e  o v e r  t h e s e  t h o u g -  
ths t h a t  we r e  so new to h e r .

•She t h e n  s a i d ,  " T h i s  is s o m e t h i n g  new t o  me  a n d  
I wonder  i f  I w i l l  be o p e n  to q u e s t i o n  f r om my f r i e n d s  
as I t h i n k  you  m e a n  wh a t  y ou  say and  f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e
is s o m e t h i n g  for me to l e a r n  f r om y o u .  I h a v e  n e v e r
found a n y o n e  who c o u l d  t a l k  of t h e s e  t h i n g s  wi t h  an 
o b j e c t i v i t y  t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  m a k e  s e n s e .  I w o n d e r  i f  
you m i g h t  h a v e  s t u d i e d  p s y c h o l o g y  to  be so w e l l  v e r s 
ed in wha t  you  a r e  s a y i n g .  I t  s e e m s  t h a t  y o u  l e a r n e d  
your l es sons  w e l l  i f  t h a t  is t he  c a s e " .

I sa id,  "I h a v e  t r a v e l e d  a v a r i e d  r o a d  of  b o o k s  in 
t rying to l e a r n  of my d i f f i c u l t i e s .  I h a v e  t r i e d  to 
talk to do c t o r s  and p s y c h o l o g i s t s  b u t  I d i d  no t  f i nd

17



m u c h  s y m p a t h y  t h e r e .  T h e y  s e e m e d  to be so e n g r o s s e d  
i n  t h e i r  own g u i l t  and p r o b l e m s  t h a t  t h e y  did no t  h a v e  
o p e n  m i n d s  to o t h e r s  who h a d  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  did not  
q u i t e  f i t  i n t o  t h e i r  c o n c e p t i o n  of  wh a t  s h o u l d  be and 
we r e  n o t  o p e n  to new i d e a s .  T h e r e  is such a d e a r t h  of 
t e x t s  and b r o c h u r e s  on t r a n s v e s t i s m  t h a t  t h e r e  is a 
g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  for  s o m e o n e  was a t r ue  t r a n s v e s t i t e  
to w r i t e  on t he  s u b j e c t  and  n o t  a s e x u a l  d e v i a t e .  I 
h a v e  f ound  t h a t  my b e h a v i o r i s t i c  a b b e r a t i o n  is j u s t  
t h a t  I h a v e  a t r u e  l o v e  for  g i r l s  and h o p e  to h a v e  a 
f a m i l y  s o me  day  when  I f i nd  t he  r i g h t  o n e .  Also,  I 
wo u l d  r a t h e r  we a r  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g  t h a n  e a t  as you 
p r o b a b l y  h a v e  g u e s s e d ” .

She t h e n  s a i d ,  ” 1 wo u l d  l i k e  to m a k e  a d e a l  wi th  
y o u .  Woul d  y ou ,  w h e n e v e r  y o u  a r e  h e r e ,  we a r  your  
d r e s s e s  and  a s s u m e  your  f e m i n i n e  s e l f ?  Wi l l  you 
dr es s  as a m a n  on l y  whe n  you  a r e  on you  way to and 
f r o m wo r k ?  I w i l l  be g l a d  to h a v e  you h e r e  l i v i n g  in 
t h i s  h o u s e ,  b u t  I w a n t  to k e e p  away  any goss i p  t h a t  
m i g h t  a r i s e .  Wi l l  you  do t h a t  for  m e ?  I woul d  l i k e  
t o  l e a r n  f r om you  as I do h a v e  a g r e a t  b u m p  of c u r i o 
s i t y .  I l o s t  my h u s b a n d  whe n  he was i n  t he  p r i m e  of 
l i f e  and I know he  wou l d  h a v e  done  a g r e a t  work .  He 
h a d  an a u t o  a c c i d e n t  f i v e  y e a r s  ago  l a s t  4 t h  of Ju l y  
and a l e t t e r  h a d  j u s t c o m e  for  h i m  o f f e r i n g  a p o s i t i o n  
i n  t he  p s y c h o l o g y  d e p a r t m e n t  in a g r e a t  E a s t e r n  U n i 
v e r s i t y .  I know t h a t  he  wou l d  wish me  to g i v e  you a 
b o o s t  i f  i t  s h o u l d  be p o s s i b l e .  Be c a u s e  of  hi s  f e e l i n g s ,  
p e r h a p s  we c a n  l e a r n  m u c h  f r om y o u r  c a s e .  Wi l l  you 
c o n f i d e  i n  me  and  t e l l  me  m u c h  of  t he  t h i n g s  t h a t  you 
f e e l  and p e r m i t  me  to r e c o r d  t h e s e  t h i n g s  for  p o s s i b l e  
use of  a f r i e n d  who m a y  be r e c e p t i v e  to t h i s  new t ype  
of  b e h a v i o r  e v i d e n c e ? ”

A g a i n ,  I f e l t  she was p u t t i n g  me on t he  spot  so I 
t o l d  h e r ,  "Yes ,  i f  you  w i l l  h e l p  o t h e r s  who ma y  be in 
t h e  s a m e  b o a t  I w i l l  be g l a d  to be a g u i n e a  p i g  for 
y o u ” . A f t e r  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  we w e n t  to bed and I 
s l i p p e d  i n t o  my mo s t  b o u f a n t  n i g h t i e  and c r e a m e d  my 
f a c e  k n o w i n g  t h a t  I c o u l d  be  as f e m i n i n e  as I w i s h e d .
I do no t  r e m e m b e r  bu t  f e e l  sure  t h a t  t he  v i s i o n  of 
s u g a r  p l u m s  d a n c e d  t h r o u g h  my h e a d  t h a t  n i g h t .

I a r o s e  t he  n e x t  m o r n i n g  and t h o u g h t  to m y s e l f ,



"Does she m e a n  wh a t  she sa i d ,  s h o u l d  I go down and 
try he r  out  for  b r e a k f a s t ? "  I d e c i d e d  t h a t  I wou l d  
give i t  a t ry and so I s l i p p e d  on a l i t t l e  l i p s t i c k ,  
k i c k e d  i n t o  my m u l e s  and t h r e w on my n e g l i g e e  and 
went  q u i e t l y  down t he  s t a i r s .

"You a r e  a s l e e p y h e a d ,  " was my g r e e t i n g .  "I 
t h o u g h t  you  we r e  g o i n g  to o v e r s l e e p ! "

I m a d e  t he  u s u a l  y a w n  for  a g r e e t i n g  and s t r e t c h e d  
l a z i l y  and sa t  down.  T h e  t o a s t  was done  to a t u r n .
The  eg g  was to my l i k i n g  and t he  o r a n g e  j u i c e  was 
n e v e r  mo r e  t a s t y .  T h e  b l a c k  c o f f e e  d id m u c h  to b r i n g  
me f u l l y  a w a k e .  Mrs .  S c a r c l i f f  m a d e  h e r  u s u a l  c h a t 
ter  wh i ch  I wou l d  i m a g i n e  one w o m a n  wou l d  m a k e  to 
a n o t h e r .  She t h e n  t o l d  me  t h a t  I h a d  b e t t e r  h u r r y  and 
ge t  r e a d y  for  wor k .  I f e l t  she was a m o t h e r  b i r d  and 
I was he r  l i t t l e  c h i c k .

Ag a i n  my day was u n e v e n t f u l  u n t i l  I r e t u r n e d  
h o m e .  I was g r e a t l y  s u r p r i s e d  to h e a r  v o i c e s  in  t he  
k i t c h e n  b u t  did no t  h e s i t a t e  and w e n t  d i r e c t l y  to my 
r oom.  I t ook  s p e c i a l  p a i n s  wi t h  my b a t h  and  m a k e  
up.  I d r e s s e d  c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  in a s h i r t w a i s t  dress ,  
sharp hose  and c o m b e d  my wig as l o s l e y  as I c o u l d .

When I we n t  down s t a i r s  for  s u p p e r ,  Mrs .  S c a r -  
c l i f f ,  i n t r o d u c e d  me  to a Mrs .  Brown who l i v e d  down 
the b l o c k  in t he  f o u r t h  h o u s e .  She was q u i t e  a v i s i 
tor  and s e e m e d  to be m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  in  my b a c k g r o u n d .  
I a n s w e r e d  h e r  q u e s t i o n s  f u l l y  wi t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
t e l l i n g  h e r  my r e a l  sex as t he  s t ory  d e v e l o p e d .  Th e  
e v e n i n g  e n d e d  u n e v e n t f u l l y  wi t h  Mrs .  Brown g o i n g  
h o m e ,  n o t  k n o w i n g  she h ad  s p e n t  t he  e v e n i n g  wi t h  a 
m a n .

The  n e x t  n i g h t ,  Mrs .  S c a r c l i f f  h a d  i n v i t e d  in 
s e v e r a l  l a d i e s  and when  I c a m e  down s t a i r s  for  s u p p e r ,  
she t o l d  me to e a t  q u i c k l y  and t o  g e t  i n t o  my ve r y  
b e s t  p a r t y  d r e s s .  She w a n t e d  me  to h e l p  t a k e  c a r e  of 
he r  gu es t s  who we r e  to be t h e r e  for  b r i d g e .  I h e l p e d  
wi t h  a s h t r a y s ,  f i l l e d  c o c t a i l  g l a s s e s  and p a s s e d  the  
c i g a r e t t s ,  to k e e p  a l l  and s undry  h a p p y .  I s e r v e d  the  
d e s e r t  and Mrs S c a r c l i f f  a p p e a r e d  q u i t e  p r o u d  of  me
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A f t e r  t he  l a s t  of t h e  gu es t s  h a d  l e f t  Mrs .  S c a r c l i f f  
t o l d  me  t h a t  I h a d  p a s s e d  my l a s t  t e s t  and t h a t  she 
wo u l d  a c c e p t  me  as I w a n t e d  to be and t h a t  I c o u l d  
c o m e  and go d r e s s e d  as I p l e a s e d .  I f e l t  t h a t  I was 
p u t  upon  for  n o t  t e l l i n g  me  t h a t  I was b e i n g  t e s t e d  
b u t  f e l t  t h a t  s i n c e  I h a d  w e a t h e r e d  a l l  t e s t s ,  I shou l d  
be g l a d .  I d i d  n o t  f i n d  i t  h a r d  to f o r g i v e  h e r .  We 
t a l k e d  l o n g  i n t o  t he  n i g h t .

I t  has  now b e e n  six m o n t h s  s i n c e  I c a m e  to  Mrs.  
S c a r  c l i f f ' s  h o m e  to s t a y .  We h a v e  had  m a n y  t a l k s  
and I know she f e e l s  m u c h  mo r e  o pen  to p e r s o n s  l i k e  
m e .  She r e a d i l y  a d m i t s  t h a t  s i n c e  she has  c o m e  to 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t r a n s v e s t i t e  she f e e l s  t h a t  she has  b e e n  
m i s s i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t he  m a n y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  she c a m e  to 
know m e .  I do no t  know i f  she ha s  m a d e  any  r e c o r d  
of  our  t a l k s  and of my f e e l i n g s  t h a t  I h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  
t o  h e r  w i t h o u t  s t i n t  b u t  I ’l l  b e t  t h a t  she has  a c o m 
p l e t e  r e p o r t  for  s o m e o n e  to p r e s e n t  t o  s ome  i m p o r t a n t  
m e e t i n g  on t he  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  I ’d sure  l i k e  to be t h e r e  
a nd  see t he  e x p r e s s i o n s  on t h e  f a c e s  of t h o s e  who h e a r  
of  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s .

Oh,  yes  b e f o r e  I c l o s e  t h i s ,  I mu s t  t e l l  you a b o u t  
l a s t  S a t u r d a y .  Mrs .  S c a r c l i f f  t o l d  me  t h a t  she w a n t e d  
me  to go s h o p p i n g  wi t h  h e r .  I a s k e d  he r  how I c o u l d  
h e l p  h e r  and she t o l d  me  t h a t  she w a n t e d  me  to we a r  
my b r o wn  s u i t  and b l o u s e  as we we re  g o i n g  to t he  f i n 
e s t  s t o r e  in t o w n .  I r e a l l y  f e l t  l i k e  a m i l l i o n  for 
a g a i n  I h a d  t a k e n  e x t r a  c a r e  in  my p r e p a r a t i o n  and 
d r e s s i n g .  We b o u g h t  t h r e e  d r e s se s  for Mrs .  S c a r c l i f f  
and  she c o n s u l t e d  me  on e a c h  one as i f  I we r e  t he  
c o m p l e t e  a u t h o r i t y .  I a s k e d  h e r  why she d e p e n d e d  
upon  my f e e l i n g s  so m u c h  in  h e r  s e l e c t i o n  of  c l o t h e s .  
She r e p l i e d ,  " I see  t h a t  I a m g o i n g  to h a v e  to o v e r 
h a l l  my w a r d r o b e  and m o d e r n i z e  i t  to k e e p  up wi t h  
y o u .  You h a v e  such  good  t a s t e  and so m a n y  p r e t t y  
t h i n g s  t h a t  you  h a v e  a w a k e n e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  b e i n g  
f e m i n i n e  t h a t  I h a v e  n e a r l y  l o s t  s i n c e  my h u s b a n d  p a s 
sed a w a y " .  Now t h a t  was a t w i s t  t h a t  I c e r t a i n l y  a p 
p r e c i a t e d .

and m y  ability to handle myself a mo n g  women.
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t ory  is t r u e .  T h e  f a c t s  are e s s e n t 
i a l l y  as t h e y  h a p p e n e d -  I f  m i n o r  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  o c c u r ,  
i t  i s  due  to  a n o n - p e r f e c t  m e m o r y ,  and not  f rom an a t t 
e m p t  to e m b e l l i s h .  T h e  i n c l u s i o n  of  d i a l o g u e  is not  to  
be c o n s t r u e d  as f i c t i o n a l i z i n g  but  i s  as a c c u r a t e  a r e n 
d i t i o n  o f  a c t u a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  as c a n  be r e c o r d e d ,  t a k 
i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t he  t i m e  w h i c h  has  p a s s e d  and the  a f o r e  
n o t e d  n o n - p e r f e c t  m e m o r y .

I n a s m u c h  as i t  is an a u t o b i o g r a p h y ,  I h a v e  t a k e n  
t h e  l i b e r t y  of  m a k i n g  t h o s e  n e c e s s a r y  e d i t o r i a l  a d j u s t 
m e n t s  w h i c h  I h o p e  h a v e  e n h a n c e d  the  r e a d a b i l i t y  of  
t h i s  n a r r a t i v e  w i t h o u t  d e v i a t i n g  f rom t he  f a c t s .



^Ue ̂ hsiee Stacj& i

b y  Judy ( 7 - C - l  F P E )

I s u p p o s e  t he  a c t u a l  s e e d  of  T V i s m  l i e s  far b a c k  
in the  m i s t s  of  a t i m e  l o n g  pas t  f o r g e t t i n g .  Wh e t h e r  i t  
can  be l a i d  to the  a r r a n g e m e n t  of  t he  g e n e s  in the  e m 
b r y o n i c  c e l l s  of  i h e  w o m b ,  or s o m e  f l e e t i n g  i n c i d e n t  
b r u s h i n g  t he  s ou l  of  c h i l d h o o d ,  or s i m p l y  to t he  m a t u r e  
r e v e l a t i o n  of  the  d e l i g h t s  and b e n e f i t s  of  a l l o w i n g  the  
n a s c e n t  f e m i n i n i t y  to b l o o m  I w i l l  h a v e  to l e a v e  to 
t ho s e  m a r i n e r s  mo r e  f a m i l i a r  wi t h  t he  u n c h a r t e d  o c e a n s  
of  the  mi n d  t han I. I k no w,  and thus  c a n  s p e a k ,  o n l y  
of  my own r e m e m b e r a n c e s ;  and the  r e a s o n s  I b e l i e v e  
t h e s e  e v e n t s  c a u s e d  me  to turn do wn the  road t h a t  I d i d .

I do know t h a t  in my e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  I e v i d e n c e d  
a s t r o n g l y  f e m i n i n e  n a t u r e .  As far b a c k  as I c a n  r e m 
e m b e r  I h a v e  p r e f e r r e d  the  s o f t  and the  p r e t t y  to the  
harsh d r a b n e s s  of  t he  m a l e  w o r l d .  I had no i n t e r e s t  in  
such t h i n g s  as c l i m b i n g  t r e e s  and f e n c e s ,  or p l a y i n g  
b a s e b a l l ,  or f i s h i n g  i n  t he  c r e e k  t h a t  a l l  of  the  " r e g ' l a r  
f e l l e r s ” s e e m e d  to r e l i s h  s o .  I w o u l d  m u c h  r a t h e r  s i t  
and d r e a m ,  or d e s i g n  and m a k e  t h i n g s ,  or j u s t  go  o f f  
by m y s e l f  and e x a m i n e  my  own t i n y  w o r l d .  Wi th the  
i n s i g h t  of  the  y o u n g  I was  soon  d u b b e d  a ” s i s s y " ;  and 
(I c a n  now a d m i t  i t )  k n o w i n g  i t  was  a l l  t oo  t r ue ,  r e 
s e n t e d  i t  v i o l e n t l y .  Even  t h e n  I p r e f e r r e d  g i r l s - - p r e -  
f erred b e i n g  wi t h  t h e m ,  and b e i n g  l i k e  t h e m .  But t he  
r e s e n t m e n t  at  the  e p i t h e t  f o r c e d  me  i n t o  a f a l s e  i m a g e ,  
and so I wo r ke d  at t he  h a t e d  t ask of  b e i n g  " a l l - b o y ” .
As t he  y e a r s  p a s s e d ,  l i k e  an a c t o r  in a l o n g - r u n n i n g  
p l a y ,  I b e c a m e  q u i t e  p r o f i c i e n t  i n  my  r o l e ;  e v e n  to 
the  e x t e n t  of  s t i f l i n g  mo s t  of  my f e m i n i n e  d e s i r e s .  I 
r e t a i n e d  my  p r e f e r e n c e s  for the  n i c e r  and p r e t t i e r  t h i n g s  
of  l i f e ,  but  I wo u l d  not  a l l o w  m y s e l f  i n d u l g e n c e  in  
t h e m .  And so t he  v o l c a n o  l a y  d o r m a n t  u n t i l  I was  f i f 
t e e n ,  wh e n  t he  e r u p t i o n  was t r i g g e r e d  b y - - w h a t  e l s e ? - -  
a g i r l .

It was  a b o u t  at  the  p i n n a c l e  of  t he  " g r e a t  d e p r e s s 
i o n " .  My m o t h e r  and I had a s m a l l  f u r n i s h e d  a p a r t m e n t
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in a c o n v e r t e d  h o m e  in a s m a l l  Ne w En g l a n d  t o w n .
My f a t h e r  was  a wa y  m o s t  of  t he  t i m e  t r y i n g  to s c r a t c h  
out  a l i v i n g  for us as a s a l e s m a n  of  v a r i o u s  and sundry  
c o m m o d i t i e s  ( a n d ,  I m i g h t  add,  d i d n ' t  do t o o  b a d l y  for  
t h o s e  t i m e s . ) .  T h e  l a n d l a d y  was  an e l d e r l y  w i d o w  who  
o c c u p i e d  the  gr o und  f l o o r  of  t he  h o u s e ;  and,  as a s o u r c e  
of  i n c o m e ,  had c o n v e r t e d  t he  upper  f l o o r  i n t o  t h r e e  
s m a l l  a p a r t m e n t s  and one  s i n g l e  l a r g e  r o o m .  Thi s  
r o o m was  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  the  h a l l  f r om t he  u n i t  in  
w h i c h  my m o t h e r  and I l i v e d ,  and was o c c u p i e d  by a 
very  w e l l  d e v e l o p e d  ( p h y s i c a l l y )  and u n i n h i b i t e d  l i t t l e  
w e n c h  of  a b o u t  f o u r t e e n .  She  was  the  ward of  t he  w i d 
ow,  b e i n g  s o m e  sort  of  a d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e .  S i n c e  we  
w e r e  t he  o n l y  y o u n g  p e o p l e  in t he  h o u s e ,  we i m m e d 
i a t e l y  b e c a m e  c l o s e  p a l s .  I c a l l e d  her  " R o b i n ” - - f o r  
two r e a s o n s .  One ,  I c o u l d n ' t  s t and her  r e a l  n a m e ;  and 
t wo ,  b e c a u s e  of  her  f a v o r i t e  o u t f i t .  It was  a m e d i u m  
gray  s k i r t  and a r u s t y - r e d  s w e a t e r  w h i c h  on her  rat her  
c h e s t y  y o u n g  b o d y  g a v e  the  d i s t i n c t  a p p e a r a n c e  of the  
bird for w h i c h  I n a m e d  h e r .

No w,  p l e a s e  d o n ’t m i s c o n s t r u e  th i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
For s o m e  v e r y  s t r a n g e  r e a s o n  we n e v e r  s e e m e d  to h a v e  
t he  s l i g h t e s t  r o m a n t i c  or s e x u a l  i n t e r e s t s  in e a c h  o t h e r .  
I say s t r a n g e  for I was  b e g i n n i n g  by t h e n  to n o t i c e  c e r 
t a i n  q u i t e  ne w and p l e a s a n t  f e e l i n g s  t o wa r d  g i r l s - - a n  
a w a k e n i n g  s e n s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  not  o n l y  g i r l s ,  t h e y  
w e r e  f e m a l e s ;  and I k n e w t h a t  Robin was  not  a v e r s e  to  
a l l o w i n g  c e r t a i n  boys  to e n j o y  t h o s e  f a v o r s  she was  
( v e r y )  c a p a b l e  of  b e s t o w i n g .  But h o w e v e r  s t r a n g e ,  we  
we r e  n e v e r  m o r e  t han  d e e p  f r i e n d s .  Pe r ha ps  i t  was  
s o m e  u n k n o w n  p e r s p i c a s i t y  on her  part  t ha t  she r e c o g 
n i z e d  my l a t e n t  f e m i n i n i t y ;  for she c e r t a i n l y  was  the  
spark t h a t  e x p l o d e d  my  d o r m a n t  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  Th i s  is  
how i t  a l l  c a m e  a b o u t .

I h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  her  u t t e r  l a c k  of  i n h i b i t i o n s .
She  a l s o  t o o k  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  pr i d e  in her  b u r g e o n i n g  
b o d y ,  and d e l i g h t e d  i n  f l a u n t i n g  i t  w h e n e v e r  she c o u l d ,  
e v e n  to  m e ;  and I mu s t  c o n c e d e  t h a t  i t  was  a d m i r a b l e .  
P r e t t y  she  was  not ;  but  b u i l t  she  wa s .  (But  I d i g r e s s - -  ; 
how s t u p i d  I was  i n  t h o s e  da y s ,  I s h o u l d  h a v e  d i g r e s s e d  
t h e n . )  H o w e v e r - - :  t h e r e  are t h r e e  i t e m s  w h i c h  m a d e
a f a n t a s t i c  c o m b i n a t i o n  of  f o r t u n a t e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .
My m o t h e r  w o r k e d ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e d  her  l e a v i n g  the  
h o u s e  a b o u t  an hour b e f o r e  I had to;  the w i d o w  had



l eg t roubl e  and thus  n e v e r  c l i m b e d  s t a i r s  e x c e p t  i n  
cases  of the d i r e s t  e m e r g e n c y .  As a r e s u l t ,  t he  m o r n 
ing hour wh i c h  Robin and I s har e d  was  i n  c o m p l e t e  
p r i v a c y .  The  t hi rd i t e m  i n  t he  c h a i n  was  t h a t  t he  
bathroom on thi s  f l o o r  was  n e x t  to  R o b i n ’s r o o m ,  and  
thus across  t he  h a l l  f rom m i n e .  It s oon  b e c a m e  h a b i t  
that  her t r ips  for t he  m o r n i n g  w a s h - u p  w e r e  d e t o u r e d  
via my r o o m .  Th i s  g a v e  me  u n l i m i t e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to  
e x a m i n e  ( and a d m i r e )  her  f e m i n i n e  c ont  o u r s - - m o s t l y  
with e n v y .  H o w e v e r ,  she  s h o r t l y  b e c a m e  a w a r e  t h a t  I 
s e e m e d  j us t  as i n t e r e s t e d  in wha t  she  wore  as I was  i n  
what  she d i d n ’t w e a r - - a n d  thus  w e r e  s own t he  s e e d s  o f  
t ha t  har dy  v i n e  we c a l l  t r a n s v e s t i s m .

One m o r n i n g  she  p o p p e d  i n  w e a r i n g  p a l e  b l u e  r a y o n  
p a j a m a s  ( n y l o n  h a d n ’t b e e n  h e a r d  of  t hen)  and I a l m o s t  
f l i p p e d .  T h e y  we r e  l a c e  t r i m m e d ,  w i t h  l o a d s  of  r u f f 
l e s ,  and we r e  s i l k y  and s l i p p e r y  and l o v e l y .  I c a r r e s s -  
ed t h e m  l i k e  I wo u l d  a k i t t e n .  I t h i n k  Robi n was  d i s 
a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  I d i d n ’ t c o n c e n t r a t e  on t he  uppe r  f ront  
p o r t i o n ;  but  I ’m a f r a i d  my i n t e r e s t s  at  t h a t  m o m e n t  
woul d  h a v e  b e e n  e n v y  o f  her  a t t r i b u t e s  r a t h e r  t han  s e n 
s u a l i t y .  I s u p p o s e  i f  I was  a m y s t i c  and thus  a w a r e  of  
the  f u t u r e ,  I m i g h t  h a v e  t h e n  had s o m e  r e v e l a t i o n  of  
what  was  to c o m e .  P e r h a p s  Robin was ;  for she  w e n t  
s u d d e n l y  s o be r ,  g a z e d  at  me  for a m o e m n t  wi t h  an odd 
l o o k ,  and t h e n  s t e p p e d  out  of  t he  p a j a m a s .  She  thrust  
t h e m at  me  and s a i d . ’' H e r e .  You try t h e m  o n . ” I l o o k 
ed down at m y s e l f - - I  was  f u l l y  d r e s s e d - - a n d  a s k e d  h o w .  
"Li ke  t h i s ! ” she s n a p p e d ,  y a n k e d  o p e n  my b e l t ,  and  
s t a r t e d  w o r k i n g  at  b u t t o n s .  F e e l i n g  s l i g h t l y  f o o l i s h  
and e m b a r r a s s e d ,  I did h o w e v e r  a s s i s t  her  in s t r i p p i n g  
me ;  u n t i l  we s t o o d  f a c e  to f a c e  for an e t e r n a l  m o m e n t ,  
u n a wa r e  of  our n a k e d n e s s .  A g a i n  she h e l d  out  t h e  b l u e  
p a j a m a s ,  and s i l e n t l y  I a c c e p t e d  t h e m ,  a w k w a r d l y  
s t r u g g l e d  i n t o  t h e m .  I s m o o t h e d  t h e m  o u t - - f a r  mo r e  
than was r e a l l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  I ’m a f r a i d  and l o o k e d  up at  
Robi n.  I f e l t  s i l l y ,  and t h r i l l e d ,  and e x h i l a r a t e d ,  and  
m a n y  mo r e  f e e l i n g s  I c o u l d n ’ t p o s s i b l y  r e m e m b e r  nor  
e x p r e s s  i f  I c o u l d .  I w a n t e d  a mi r r or ;  and s o m e h o w - -  
f e m i n i n e  i n t u i t i o n  I s u p p o s e - - Robin k n e w  i t .  She  t o o k  
my hand and l e d  me  a c r o s s  the  h a l l  i n t o  her  r o o m w h e r e  
I f ound she had a b e a u t i f u l  f u l l - l e n g t h  w a l l  mi r r o r .  
Oddl y  e n o u g h ,  i t  was  the  f i r s t  t i m e  I had e v e r  b e e n  
i n s i d e  her  d o o r - - b u t  by no m e a n s  t h e  l a s t .
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We p r e e n e d  ( a t  l e a s t  I d i d)  for wha t  s e e m e d  l i k e  
t e n  s e c o n d s  but  wh a t  mu s t  h a v e  b e e n  c l o s e  to a h a l f  
an hour ,  u n t i l  we w e r e  s l a m m e d  b a c k  down to e a r t h  by 
t he  v o i c e  of  Mrs .  G - - ,  t he  w i d o w ,  c a l l i n g  Robin for 
b r e a k f a s t  and s c h o o l .  I p e e l e d  o f f - - r e l u c t a n t l y - - the  
b l u e  p a j a m a s ;  and wi t h  R o b i n ’ s h a s t y  "H e r e - - a f t e r  
s c h o o l ! "  We bo t h  s c r a m b l e d  i n t o  our n o r m a l  c l o t h i n g  
l i k e  DEW p i l o t s  at  a Red a l e r t .  But I was  " h o o k e d ”- -  
l i k e  a drug a d d i c t  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  m a i n - l i n i n g - - and I 
t h i n k  we b o t h  k n e w  i t .

I h a v e  s u f f e r e d  t h r o u g h  m a n y  days  l i k e  t ha t  one  
si n e e - - p u s h i n g  a l o n g  t he  c r a w l i n g  s e c o n d s ;  e x h o r t i n g  
t h e  m o l a s s e s - m i n u t e s  to m o v e  a l o n g ;  h a r a s s i n g  the  
h o u r s .  But s o m e h o w  t he  f i r s t  one  s e e m s  t h e  wor s t .
T i m e  h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  m o v e  a l o n g  i n e x o r a b l y ;  and thi s  
( s c h o o l )  day  f i n a l l y  c a m e  to i t s  e n d .  I v i r t u a l l y  ran 
h o m e .  Robi n was  a l r e a d y  t h e r e ,  as she  was  s t i l l  in 
g r a m m a r  s c h o o l  d e s p i t e  her  a g e ;  and i t  was  on l y  two  
s t r e e t s  a w a y .  Mrs .  G - - o f  c o u r s e  was  as far a wa y  as i f  
she  had b e e n  in s o m e  o t he r  s t a t e ,  and my m o t h e r  was  
not  due  h o m e  for t wo  or m o r e  h o u r s .  Robi n and I had  
t h e  e n t i r e  f l o o r  to o u r s e l v e s .

I d r o p p e d  my  b o o k s  on the  t a b l e ,  and ran a c r os s  
to  her  r o o m .  For t he  f i r s t - - a n d  l a s t - - t i m e  we k i s s e d ;  
and she w h i s p e r e d ,  "Ge t  u n d r e s s e d . "  With a n t i c i p a t i o n  
m a k i n g  me  s h a k e  and f u m b l e  I did;  t h r o w i n g  the s u d d 
e n l y - h a t e d  b o y ’s g a r m e n t s  i n t o  a c o r n e r  by the d o o r .  
Wi th t he  s a m e  odd and s o m e w h a t  t e n d e r  l o o k  I had  
b e e n  f l e e t i n g l y  a wa r e  of  t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  she  h a n d e d  me  
a pa i r  of  her  u n d e r p a n t s .  T h e y  we r e  on l y  c o t t o n  pr i n t ;  
but  t h e y  w e r e  a b r i e f - b  1 o o m e r  s t y l e ,  wi t h  e l a s t i c  
w a i s t  and l e g s ,  and r u f f l e d  at  t he  l e g s ,  in a b l u e  and  
g r e e n  p r i n t .  I f ound t h e m  d e l i g h t f u l - - e s p e c i a l l y  t he  
s l i g h t  n i p p i n g  e f f e c t  of  t he  e l a s t i c .  I mus t  m e n t i o n  
at  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  a n o t h e r  f a t e f u l  c o i n c i d e n c e  ma d e  us 
a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  the  s a m e  s i z e ,  e x c e p t i n g  the upper  
c h e s t  r e g i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e .  It  is true  t ha t  her hi ps  and 
d e r r i e r e  we r e  m o r e  r o u n d e d  t han  m i n e ,  n a t u r a l l y ;  but  
our h e i g h t  and w e i g h t  and g e n e r a l  body  f o r m a t i o n  we r e  
n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l .  N e x t  c a m e  a s l i p - - w h i c h  in t ho s e  
d a y s  was  c a l l e d  a p e t t i c o a t - - o f  f i n e  w h i t e  c o t t o n  wi t h  
t o u c h e s  of  e m b r o i d e r y .  T h e n  a g a i n  her  i n s i g h t  was  
a p p a r e n t  as she s e l e c t e d  a t e a r f u l l y - l o v e l y  f l o r a l  pr i n t  
v o i l e  dres s  i n  d e e p  b l u e  g e n t i a n s  on w h i t e .
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As we  a d m i r e d  me  in her  mi rror  I r e a l i z e d  she was  
not  q u i t e  s a t i s f i e d .  She  ad d e d  c r i s p  w h i t e  a n k l e  s o x - -  
g i r l s  in t ho s e  days  d i d n ’ t we a r  s t o c k i n g s - - and a pa i r  
of  s w e e t  b l a c k  p a t e n t  s h o e s  ( w h i c h  o d d l y  we r e  a b o u t  a 
s i z e  t o o  l a r g e )  but  s t i l l  she was  not  s a t i s f i e d .  A l m o s t  
at  the  s a m e  m o m e n t  we bo t h  r e a l i z e d  wh a t  was  w r o n g .
I turned her  t o wa r ds  the  mi r r o r ,  s t o o d  c l o s e  in b a c k  
of  her  and p l a c e d  my  hands  under  her  b r e a s t s ,  c u p p i n g  
t h e m upwards  and o u t w a r d s .  M o m e n t a r i l y  she  s t o o d ,  
wi t h  c l o s e d  e y e s ,  e n j o y i n g  the  s e n s a t i o n ;  t he n  w h i r l e d  
around to a dr awe r  in her  b u r e a u  and l o c a t e d  a b r a s s 
i e r e .  We s l i p p e d  o f f  the  dres s ,  a d d e d  t he  bra and 
s t u f f e d  i t  wi t h  s o m e  of  her  e x t r a  p a n t i e s ,  a n d - - s u d d e n -  
ly I was a g i r l .  Th e n  an e m o t i o n  c a m e  o v e r  me  t h a t  
I h a v e  known m a n y  t i m e s  s i n c e ,  but  n e v e r  w i t h  q u i t e  
the  i m p a c t  of  t ha t  f i r s t  m o m e n t .  A h e a t  ros e  in w a v e s  
s w e e p i n g  up my body  f rom the s h i n y  b l a c k  s h o e s  to 
the  m u c h - t o o - s h o r t  ha i r ;  and Robin and I s t o o d  f a c e  to  
f a c e ,  s i s t e r  to s i s t e r .  From t hat  f i r s t  m o m e n t  on t h e r e  
was an i n t i m a c y  b e t w e e n  us of  two g i r l s ;  she a c c e p t e d  
my s t r a n g e  d e s i r e s ,  and r e l i s h e d  t h e m .  B e c a u s e  of  
her rat her  n o t i c a b l e  p r o m i s c u i t y  she  had f e w  f r i e n d s  
of  her  own s ex ;  and by the  s a m e  t o k e n  I had f e w c h u ms  
a m o n g  the  b oy s - - r e m e  mber  I was  st i l ' l  c l a s s i f i e d  as 
one  of  t h o s e  " s i s s i e s " .  We b e c a m e  an a l m o s t  i n s e p 
a r a b l e  t e a m .  I s t i l l  w i l l  n e v e r  q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d  how  
her g u a r d i a n  and my  m o t h e r  a l l o w e d  us t he  f r e e d o m  
t ha t  t h e y  d i d ,  u n l e s s  i t  was  b e c a u s e  of  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  
t ha t  we we r e  j u s t  t wo  i n n o c e n t  and h a p p y  c h i l d r e n .
And,  in a way ,  we w e r e .  Happy ,  i f  not  i n n o c e n t .

PART I I  GROWTH OF TV

T h e r e  we r e  m a n y  o c c a s i o n s  a f t e r  t h a t  f i r s t  f a t e f u l  
day whe n  Robin and I s p e n t  m a n y  d e l i g h t f u l  hours  t o 
g e t h e r ,  m o d e l l i n g  her  c l o t h i n g ;  s a m p l i n g  the  t h r i l l  — 
for me  at l e a s t - - o f  c o m i n g  to  know t he  w o n d e r f u l  
f e e l i n g  of  b e i n g  for a w h i l e  a g i r l .  For t h e s e  a l l  t o o  
f ew happy  hours  I c o u l d  be s o f t ,  and f e m i n i n e ,  and 
p r e t t y .  She  t ook  as mu c h  p l e a s u r e  in a s s i s t i n g  me  as 
I f e l t  in her  h e l p i n g ;  she  had a n e w - f o u n d  s i s t e r ,  and  
so did I.  T h e r e  we r e  ma n y  h i g h  spot s  o f  our fun;  but
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Mrs.  G - - a n d  my m o t h e r  w e r e  m o v i e  f ans ,  and about  
t h i s  t i m e  ’’ Bank N i g h t ” was  i n  i t s  h e y - d a y .  For t ho s e  
o f  y o u  t o o  y o u n g  to r e m e m b e r  such t h i n g s ,  t hi s  was  
one  n i g h t  s e t  a l i d e  e a c h  w e e k  w h e n  the  l o c a l  c i n e m a  
g a v e  a w a y  a c a s h  p r i z e  to w h i c h e v e r  l u c k y  m e m b e r  of  
t he  a u d i e n c e  h e l d  the  w i n n i n g  t i c k e t .  T h e r e  we r e  
m a n y  o t h e r  g i m m i c k s  to i n c r e a s e  a t t e n d a n c e ,  too;  but  
Bank N i g h t  was  one  of  the  m o r e  s u c c e s s f u l .  In our 
t o wn  i t  was  T h u r s d a y s ;  and t h e r e f o r e  Robi n and I had a 
w h o l e  e v e n i n g  a l o n e  t o g e t h e r  e v e r y  w e e k .  Mo t h e r  and 
Mrs.  G - -  w o u l d  l e a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  s uppe r ,  and 
we k n e w t h e y  w o u l d  no t  be  b a c k  for a m i n i m u m  of t hr e e  
and a h a l f  hour s  at  t he  l e a s t .  ( Ga d !  How t h e y  t rus t ed  
us !)

I s e n s e d  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  was  i n  the o f f i n g  t h i s  p a r t 
i c u l a r  day  wh e n  Robi n,  wi t h  a s t r a n g e  s m i l e ,  sa i d she  
w o u l d  n o t  be  h o m e  a f t e r  s c h o o l ,  but  for me  to f e e l  
f r e e  t o  use  her  r o o m and a p p a r e l  as I w i s h e d ,  and of  
c o u r s e  I d i d .  It was  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  s upper  wh e n  she  
a p p e a r e d ,  and she had t he  a t m o s p h e r e  of  a Ba l kan  spy  
a b o u t  her  and she  g a v e  me  m a n y  e n i g m a t i c  l o o ks  wi t h  
a Mona  Li sa s m i l e .

I was  bus y  at  my  s c h o o l b o o k s  wh e n  the  l a d i e s  l e f t  
for t he  w e e k l y  show;  but  as s o o n  as t he  d o w n s t a i r s  door  
c l i c k e d  shut  so d i d t he  b o o k s ;  and I was  a c r os s  the  h a l l  
to R o b i n ’s r o o m .  She  was s i t t i n g  on the  e d g e  of  the  
b e d ,  s w i n g i n g  her  f e e t  and g r i n n i n g ;  and b e s i d e  her  
was a s i m p l y - w r a p p e d  p a r c e l .  W o r d l e s s l y  she h a n d e d  
i t  to  me  to o p e n .  I n s i d e  was  one  of  t he  l o v e l i e s t  
t r e a s u r e s  I h a v e  e v e r  f o u n d .  S o m e w h e r e ,  s o m e h o w ,  she  
had m a n a g e d  to  l o c a t e  a m a t c h i n g  s e t  of  p e a c h  c o l o r 
ed s a t i n  p a n t i e s  and br a .  T h e y  w e r e  l a v i s h  wi t h  l a c e ;  
a f l a r e - l e g  s t y l e  s t e p - i n  and a bra wi t h  d e l i c a t e  e d g 
i n g s  of  l a c e  around t he  cups  and f u l l  l a c e  under  the  
c u p s .  I e s t i m a t e  t h a t  i t  was  a b o u t  four s e c o n d s  b e f o r e  
I was  r e a d y  to  try t h e m  o n - - a n d  wo n d e r  of  wonders. ,  
t h e y  f i t  as i f  t h e y  had b e e n  m a d e  to m e a s u r e .  We 
a d d e d  t he  f a l s i e s - - b y  t h i s  t i m e  I had c o m e  up wi t h  t h e  
i d e a  of  w a t e r - f i l l e d  t oy  b a l l  o o n s - - and t hen  she r e a c h 
ed under  t he  bed and s l i d  out  a n o t h e r  p a c k a g e .  She  
was  a l m o s t  b u b b l i n g  o v e r  as she  s a i d ,  ” 1 t h i nk  y o u ’ l l

one of the greatest was an evening in early spring.
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kind of  l i k e  t h i s  t o o . "  T h i s  p r o v e d  to  be a s l i p ;  e q u a l 
ly f a n c y  in s i l k  wi t h  e v e n  mo r e  l a v i s h  l a c e  t han the  
p a n t i e s  and bra .  T h i s  was  a p a l e  b l u e ;  and w a s n ’t 
qu i t e  t he  p e r f e c t  f i t  of  the  o t her  i t e m s ,  but  w o n d e r f u l 
ly a d j u s t a b l e .  We t h e n  a d d e d  to t he  r e s t  of  t he  o u t f i t ,  
i g n o r i n g  t he  short  h a i r ,  u n t i l  I was  her  s i s t e r  a g a i n .
The dress  was the  s a m e  one  as the  f i r s t  da y ,  t he  b l u e  
f l o r a l  v o i l e ;  mo r e  or l e s s  my p e t .  T h e s e  i t e m s  m a d e  
up my own s p e c i a l  w a r d r o b e  for a l o n g  t i m e  t h e r e a f t e r .

But t i m e  has  a way  of  c h a n g i n g  t h i n g s ,  and o n e  
day i t  was  a l l  o v e r .  We m o v e d  a w a y ,  R o b i n ’s p r o m i s 
c u i t y  had f i n a l l y  g o t t e n  her  i n t o  t r o u b l e  and she was  
sent  a wa y  a l s o .  On t he  s u r f a c e  I had b e g u n  to o v e r 
c o m e  s o me  of  my own p r o b l e m s  and was  a c c e p t e d  by a 
f ew o t her  boys  ( t w o  of  w h i c h  I n u mb e r  as v e r y  g o o d  
f r i e n d s  e v e n  t o d a y ) .  T h e r e  we r e  m a n y  t i m e s  I l o n g e d  
for the  c l o t h i n g  now l o n g - l o s t  and for s o m e  of  t he  
h e a r t - t u g g i n g  r e m e m b e r a n c e s  of  pa s t  days  w i t h  Robi n;  
but t h e s e  d r e a m s  we r e  c l o s e d  up and e v e n t u a l l y  f o r 
g o t t e n .  T h e r e  c a m e  a p e r i o d  of  q u i t e  a f e w y e a r s  
when t r a n s v e s t i s m  l a y  a s l e e p .  Tr u e ,  I s t i l l  g o t  a 
t h r i l l  out  of  a g l i m p s e  of  p r e t t y  u n d e r t h i n g s  w h e n e v e r  
the o p p o r t u n i t y  a r o s e ,  and I w o u l d  at t i m e s  d r e a m  
through the  p a g e s  of  the  w o m e n ’s s e c t i o n  in a m a i l 
order c a t a l o g .  Or I w o u l d  s top and f u r t i v e l y  p e e k  in 
a s tore  w i n d o w  wh e n  I was  sure no one  w o u l d  s e e  me  
d o i n g  such a t h i n g  as a d m i r i n g  f e m i n i n e  g a r m e n t s .  So  
I m a t u r e d ,  s l o w l y .  My l i f e  b e c a m e  " n o r m a l " ;  and i n 
e v i t a b l y  m a r r i a g e  r e a r e d  i t s  h e a d .  For a w h i l e  my  
p r i ma r y  i n t e r e s t  in g i r l ’ s c l o t h i n g  was  to  g e t  i t  o f f  t he  
g i r l s  as soon as p o s s i b l e ;  to g e t  down to t he  f u n d a m e n 
t a l s ,  as i t  w e r e .  But wi t h  m a r r i a g e  o n c e  a g a i n  a s e t  
of  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  ar o s e  w h i c h  t r i g g e r e d  wh a t  had b e e n  
a l m o s t  d e a d  and f o r g o t t e n .

P r o s p e r i t y  was  s t i l l  around t h a t  l o n g  s o u g h t  c o r n e r  
d e s p i t e  the  a d v e n t  of  t he  "New D e a l "  and o t h e r  i n o v 
a t i o n s  o f  t he  t i m e ;  and for e c o n o m i c  r e a s o n s  my w i f e  
and I and my m o t h e r  a l l  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r .  My f a t h e r  
had d i e d  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  my m a r r i a g e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h i s  
a r r a n g e m e n t ,  but  we wo r k e d  t h i n g s  out  as w e l l  as p o s s 
i b l e .  A l l  t h r e e  of  us had j o b s - - f o r  a w h i l e .  T h e n  
c a m e  a t i m e  wh e n  o n l y  the  w o m e n  of  t he  f a m i l y  we r e  
wo r ki ng ;  I had b e e n  s u d d e n l y  s e v e r e d .  For s o m e  t i m e
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I was  u n a b l e  to l o c a t e  a n o t h e r  j o b ,  and so had a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  f r e e  t i m e  on my h a n d s .  One day ,  a l o n e  in the  
h o u s e  and at l o o s e  e n d s ,  I was  j us t  p u t t e r i n g  a r o und .
My p u t t e r i n g  l e d  me  to my  w i f e ’ s dr e s s e r  and a v i o l e n t  
a w a k e n i n g  of  my b u r i e d  d e s i r e s .  I h a v e  s i n c e  s o m e 
t i m e s  w o n d e r e d  wh a t  s u b c o n s c i o u s  r e a s o n s  we use to  
c h o o s e  a m a t e - - i n  m i n e  was  i t  s e l e c t i n g  a g i r l  a l m o s t  
i d e n t i c a l  i n  s i z e ?  At any r a t e ,  I f ound I c o u l d  wear  
any and a l l  o f  her  c l o t h i n g ,  m a k i n g  t he  n e c e s s a r y  a l l 
o w a n c e s  for the  p h y s i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in h i ps ,  bus t  and 
s u c h .  For a w h i l e  I e n j o y e d  a g i r d l e  and n y l o n s  ( t h e y  
we r e  a ne w m i r a c l e  i n v e n t i o n  t h e n ) :  but  an e m p t y
bra was  no f un .  Th i s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a q u i c k  trip to the  
l o c a l  d i m e  s t o r e  for s o m e  t oy  b a l l o o n s  ( w e a r i n g  the  
g i r d l e ,  n y l o n s  and e m p t y  bra under  my  r e g u l a r  out e r  
c l o t h i n g  and h a l f - w a y  t h e r e  w o n d e r i n g  how I woul d  
e v e r  l i v e  i t  down i f  s o m e  a c c i d e n t  or o t h e r  t r a g e d y  
s h o u l d  r e v e a l  t h i s  u n s p e a k a b l e  a b b e r a t i o n . ) .  But t he  
t r i p  was  m a d e  in s a f e t y ,  and o n c e  h o m e  a g a i n  I r e c t 
i f i e d  the  l a c k  of  b o s o m  wi t h  a l l  h a s t e .  So o n c e  a g a i n  
I wor e  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g  at  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y .  S o o n ,  
h o w e v e r  (and f i n a n c i a l l y  f o r t u n a t e l y )  a n o t h e r  j ob p o p 
ped  up; and I was  b a c k  to  my old s t a t u s .  T h e r e  we r e  
a f e w rare  t i m e s  wh e n  I c o u l d  i n d u l g e  in my d e s i r e s ,  
but  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  r a r e .  Thus  a f ew mo r e  y e a r s  pa s s e d  
n e w j o b s ,  ne w h o m e s ,  a war,  a new s t a t e  and a new  
l i f e .  Mo t h e r  was  no l o n g e r  l i v i n g  wi t h  us,  a c h i l d  was  
c o m i n g ,  t he  f e w days  s o j o u r n  i n  the  m a t e r n i t y  ward  
g a v e  me  a n o t h e r  c h a n c e  to i n d u l g e  in my s e c r e t  l i f e  
for a t oo  f e w hours  a d a y .  T h e  r e t urn  of  my w i f e  and 
my  #1 son s q u e l c h e d  t h a t - - f o r  a w h i l e .  I had b e g u n  
to f e e l  t h a t  t h e r e  was  s o m e t h i n g  r a d i c a l l y  wrong wi t h  
m e  by t h e n ,  and so I f o u g h t  t h i s  we i r d  c o m p u l s i o n  at 
e v e r y  s t e p .  But i t  had by t h e n  r e a l l y  b e c o m e  a c o m 
p u l s i o n ,  and as y o u  no d o u b t  c a n  r e a l i z e  I g r a b b e d  
e v e r y  c h a n c e  to  d r e s s .  T h e r e  w e r e n ' t  m a n y ,  but  an 
o c c a s i o n a l  n i g h t  b a b y - s i t t i n g  w h i l e  my  w i f e  w e n t  to  
t h e  m o v i e s  wi t h  a f r i e n d ,  and a d e l i g h t f u l  w e e k  wh e n  
s he  w e n t  b a c k  h o m e  for a v i s i t  w h e n  I c o u l d n ' t  g e t  
a w a y  f rom w o r k - - t h e r e  w e r e  t h e s e  g o l d e n  m o m e n t s ,  
and m o r e  y e a r s  p a s s e d .

By t h i s  t i m e ,  I had g o t t e n  i n v o l v e d  in the  f i e l d  in 
w h i c h  I am no w,  e l e c t r o n i c s - - b a s i c  a l l y  r a d i o  r e p a i r  
and m a i n t a i n c e ;  and t e l e v i s i o n  was the  b i g  t h i n g  of  
t h e  d a y .  P e r m i t  me  a s m a l l  b o o s t - - I  was p r e t t y  good
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at i t - - t h i n k  I s t i l l  a m - - a n d  had v i s i o n s  of  s t a r t i n g  my  
own b u s i n e s s .  My p l a n  of  t he  day was  to  go  to s o m e  
town wh e r e  t h e r e  we r e  no o t h e r  shops  and y e t  wi t h  a 
need for TV s e r v i c e .  We f i n a l l y  s e l e c t e d  my w i f e ’ s 
h o m e  t o w n .  It was a s m a l l  t own  l o c a t e d  h a l f - w a y  b e 
t w e e n  t wo  l a r g e r  s h o p p i n g  a r e a s ,  n o n e  of  w h i c h  had any  
sort  o f  r e p a i r  s h o p - - a n  i d e a l  v i r g i n  l o c a t i o n .  B e i n g  a 
rural  a r e a ,  t e l e v i s i o n  was the  g r e a t e s t  b o o n  e v e r ,  t h e r e  
were  t h o u s a n d s  of  s e t s  in t hi s  ar e a ,  and no s e r v i c e  for 
over  f i f t y  m i l e s .  A l l  p l a n s  we r e  m a d e  for t he  m o v e ,  
n o t i c e s  we r e  g i v e n  t he  l a n d l o r d ,  the  t r uc k  was h i r e d ,  
the  new h o m e  was  r e n t e d ,  a l l  was  r e a d y .  T h e n  d i s a s t e r  
s t r u c k - - t h e  t e x t i l e  m i l l  t h a t  was  t he  m a j o r  s uppo r t  of  
the town was  r a z e d  by a m i l l i o n - d o i l a r  f i r e ,  and I 
s l a s h e d  my i d e a s .  Why a t t e m p t  to  f ound  a b u s i n e s s  in  
a s u d d e n l y  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n  p l a c e ?  I d e c i d e d  to r e m a i n  
on my p r e s e n t  j o b ,  wi t h  a be t t e r - t h a n - a v e r a g e  p a y -  
c h e c k ,  and w a i t  out  the  r e c o v e r y  of  t h i n g s  " b a c k  h o m e " .  
M e a n w h i l e ,  my f a m i l y  w o u l d  g o  on to t he  new h o m e ,  
and I wo ul d  t a k e  a room l o c a l l y .  T h i s  was  e x p e c t e d  
to be a f ew mo n t h s  at  t he  m o s t .  (As  i t  t ur ne d  out  i t  
was n e v e r ,  but  t ha t  is a n o t h e r  s t o r y . )

On c e  a g a i n  I was a l o n e - - a n d  c o m p l e t e l y  so,  and  
i n d e f i n i t e l y .  For a short  t i m e  t he  l o n e l i n e s s  was  d o m 
i n a n t ,  but  v e r y  s oon  I c a m e  to r e a l i z e  wha t  a w o n d e r 
ful  c h a n c e  to l i v e  a d o u b l e  l i f e - - a  ma n  by day  and a 
wo ma n  by n i g h t .  I r e v e l l e d  in i t .  I a c q u i r e d  a s m a l l  
wardrobe  w h i c h  I was a b l e  to k e e p  out  i n  t he  o p e n  at  
l o n g  l a s t ;  I c o u l d  p l a y  around wi t h  d i f f e r e n t  o u t f i t s - -  
a l l  m i n e .  I c o u l d  s l e e p  i n  n y l o n  and l a c e ,  I c o u l d  
g l o r y  in f e m i n i n i t y  to my h e a r t ’s c o n t e n t .  But t h i s  t o o  
c a m e  to an e n d .  T o o  l o n g  a w a y  f rom t he  f a m i l y ;  no  
h o p e s  of  t he  p l a n n e d  b u s i n e s s ;  mo r e  r a i s e s  on the  j ob  
and a s e n s e  of  b e l o n g i n g - - I  am s t i l l  in t he  s a m e  j o b ,  
wi t h  t he  s a m e  f i r m,  and i t  has  b e e n  m a n y  l o n g  and 
s a t i s f y i n g  y e a r s  n o w - - a n d  thus we w e r e  a f a m i l y  a g a i n ;  
b a c k  h e r e .  But now I m i s s e d  my f e m i n i n e  l i f e  mo r e  
t han e v e r ;  and p o s s i b l y  t h i s  l e d  to o t h e r  and m o r e  
t r o u b l e s o m e  a t t i t u d e s .  Whi c h  br i ng s  me  to  t h e  p r e s e n t .

31



■

PART I I I  STATUS OF A TV

S o m e  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  the  b r e a k  c a m e  a g a i n ;  and 
o n c e  a g a i n  I was  a l o n e ,  and t hi s  t i m e  i n d e f i n i t e l y .
T h e  f a m i l y  w e n t  b a c k  a g a i n  to my w i f e ’ s h o m e ,  my  
m o t h e r ’s f u n e r a l  was  mo n t h s  pas t ,  and I s t a r t e d  o n c e  
mo r e  to a c q u i r e  my c h e r i s h e d  c l o t h i n g .  I h a v e  gone  
t h r o u g h  m a n y  p h a s e s ;  I h a v e  m o v e d  a l o n g  to the  s t a g e  
of  t rue  f e m m e p e r s o n a t i o n  r a t he r  t han  s i m p l e  t r a n s v e s t -  1 
i s m ;  I h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  wi t h  g r e a t  and t h r i l l i n g  e n j o y 
m e n t  a m a g a z i n e  c a l l e d  TRANSVESTI A;  I h a v e  m e t  
o t h e r  pe r s o n s  o f  t he  s a m e  i l k .  I am no l o n g e r  s o m e t h i n g  
w e i r d  or n u t t y .  I am one  of  a mu c h  l a r g e r  group t han  
I e v e r  s u s p e c t e d  e x i s t e d .  I h a v e  f ound the mo s t  w o n 
d e r f u l  g i r l  ( r e a l  g i r l  t h a t  i s)  t h a t  e v e r  l i v e d ;  and I am 1 
h a p p i e r  than I h a v e  e v e r  b e e n  in my e n t i r e  l i f e  so far .  j 
I h a v e  c l o t h i n g  g a l o r e - - s o m e  i t e m s  I ’m not  t o o  p l e a s e d  
w i t h ,  s o m e  t h a t  are  u t t e r l y  t h r i l l i n g  ( 66  pai rs  of  p a n -  
t i e s  y e t ! ) - - a n d  I c a n  dress  wh e n  I ’m wi t h  my P r i n c e s s . *  
As y e t  she  d o e s  not  f u l l y  know of  a h  my mo o d s ;  but  
she  p a r t i a l l y  u n d e r s t a n d s  and a c c e p t s ;  and in ma n y  
ways  aids and a b e t s  my f e e l i n g s .  We shop t o g e t h e r - -  
s o m e t i m e s  for her ,  s o m e t i m e s  for m e ,  but  a l w a y s  in  
t he  w o m e n ’s d e p a r t m e n t s .  I h e l p  her  wi t h  her c l o t h i n g !  
p r o b l e m s ,  she h e l p s  me  wi t h  m i n e .  At thi s  very  m o m 
e n t  of  w r i t i n g  she i s  a wa y  on a mu c h  n e e d e d  and d e s e r - l  
ve d  v a c a t i o n ,  and she asks  in her  l o v e l y  l e t t e r s  to me  
w h a t  h a v e  I a c c o m p l i s h e d  in new i t e m s  for my war dr obe  
She  is l o o k i n g  f orward  to my new a c q u i s i t i o n s  as mu c h  
as I h a v e  e n j o y e d  b u y i n g  t h e m .  A f e w short  days  and  
she  w i l l  be h o m e ,  and I am e a g e r  to show o f f  my new  
b r i g h t  red d r e s s .  I l o v e  i t ,  and she w i l l  t o o .  Pe r haps  
s oon  we c a n  go  a l l  the wa y ,  and she w i l l  h e l p  me  wi t h  | 
my p r o b l e m s  in m a k e u p .  And I h a v e  p l e n t y .  A l l  i n  
a l l  t he  wor l d  is  g o o d .

T h e r e  are o v e r l a p p i n g  s t o r i e s  h e r e ;  but  t h i s  in  
g e n e r a l  i s  my s t ory  up to n o w .  S o m e t i m e  s o o n ,  i f  you  
d o n ’t o b j e c t ,  I m a y  a n a l y z e  and t r a n s c r i b e  how I l e d  
up to  t he  p o s i t i o n  I now h a v e  wi t h  my P r i n c e s s ;  w i t h  
h o p e s  i t  ma y  g i v e  s o me  o t h e r  one  of  you an i d e a .  Un
t i l  t h e n ,  my b e s t  w i s h e s  to a l l ,  f rom J e r i

*
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My New jUlfe
? ? ?

Wi th a s e n s e  of  p e n d i n g  e x c i t e m e n t  I wo k e  at  7 a.  
m .  t h a t  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g .  T o d a y  was  to be t he  s t ar t  
o f  a new l i f e .

I am 27 y e a r s  o l d .  I am 5*8" t a l l  and I w e i g h  133  
p o u n d s .  For t he  p r e s e n t  I am a s i n g l e  m a l e .  S i n c e  
my  12th b i r t h d a y  I h a v e  b e e n  a t r a n s v e s t i t e .  Go i ng  
t h r o u g h  a l l  t he  horrors  o f  d o u b t  d u r i n g  my  t e e n a g e  years  
i n  t o  my  t w e n t i e s  and t h r o u g h  p e r i o d s  w h e n  I c u t  m y 
s e l f  o f f  c o m p l e t e l y  f rom T V i s m .  But now I was  g o i n g  
t o  be a b l e  to  s t op  w o n d e r i n g  a b o u t  t he  o t he r  h a l f .

Over  t he  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  I h a v e  c a r e f u l l y  s a v e d  my  
m o n e y  w i t h  t h i s  da y  i n  m i n d .  I had a l s o  m a d e  o t he r  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  m o r e  of  w h i c h  I w i l l  t e l l  y o u  l a t e r .

T w o  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t o d a y  I had p u r c h a s e d  a s m a l l  
h o u s e - - o n e  b e d r o o m ,  b a t h ,  k i t c h e n ,  l i v i n g  r o o m,  d i n 
i n g  r o o m and a g a r a g e  i n  t he  T w i n  Pe a k s  a r e a  of  San  
F r a n c i s c o .  I had p a i d  c a s h  for t he  h o m e  to a v o i d  any  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  I a l s o  p u r c h a s e d  f u r n i t u r e  and had i t  
d e l i v e r e d  w i t h o u t  a p p e a r i n g  at  t h e  h o u s e  i t s e l f .

On t h e  day  b e f o r e ,  Fr i d a y ,  I had e n d e d  my a s s o c 
i a t i o n  w i t h  S m i t h ' s ,  an E l e c t r i c a l  E n g i n e e r i n g  c o m p a n y .  
I was  s u p p o s e d  to  be t a k i n g  a j ob  i n  Th e  I s l a n d s .  My  
m a l e  c l o t h e s  I had s e n t  to G o o d w i l l  I n d u s t r i e s  on T h u r s 
d a y .  T h e  o n l y  m a l e  c l o t h i n g  I o wn e d  was the  c l o t h e s  
I had worn w h e n  I a r r i v e d  l a s t  n i g h t .  T h e s e  I w o u l d  
a l s o  g i v e  a w a y .

My h o u s e  o v e r l o o k e d  t he  w h o l e  c i t y  wi t h  a b e a 
u t i f u l  v i e w .  T h e  b a c k  of  t he  h o u s e  was  at  the  e nd  of  
a short  a c c e s s  road wi t h  t h e  n e a r e s t  h o u s e  a b o u t  50 y d s .  
a w a y .  I had s e a r c h e d  l o n g  and c a r e f u l l y  for t he  r i g h t  
h o m e .

I a r o s e  f r om bed  and s t a n d i n g  i n  t he  nude  I i n -
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i n s p e c t e d  m y s e l f  in t he  mi r r o r .  I was  s l e n d e r  wi t h  
m e d i u m  wi d t h  s h o u l d e r s  and a s l i g h t  b u l g e  at  my  
s t o m a c h .  My h a i r  was  t o o  l o n g  for a m a n .  It was  
abo ut  t he  l e n g t h  t e e n a g e  r o c k  and r o l l e r s  are  a f f e c t i n g ,  
but  a l l  i n  a l l  I l o o k e d  l i k e  an o r d i n a r y  m e d i u m  a g e  
m a n .  My s e l f  r e v i e w  o v e r ,  I g a t h e r e d  up my m a l e  
c l o t h i n g  and p l a c e d  t h e m  i n a b a g .  I w e n t  i n t o  t he  
b a t h r o o m ,  a l t h o u g h  I did no t  h a v e  to  s h a v e  t h a n k s  to  
18 m o n t h s  e l e c t r o l y s i s .  T h e  r e s t  of  my b o d y  was  r e l 
a t i v e l y  h a i r l e s s  t o o  as I had b e e n  s h a v i n g  my arms ,  
l e g s  and c h e s t  for s o m e  t i m e .

I f i l l e d  t h e  t ub wi t h  w a t e r  and b a t h e d .  T h e n  I 
d r i e d  and p o w d e r e d  and  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e  b e d r o o m .  As 
I h a v e  sa i d  I had  c a r e f u l l y  p r e p a r e d  for  t h i s  d a y .  I 

| p i c k e d  up my b r e a s t  f o r ms  f r om my d r e s s i n g  t a b l e .
T h e s e  we r e  m a d e  up o f  a f ront  c o m p a r t m e n t  of  r u b b e r ,

; rather  l i ke  a> p l a s t i c  ba g  w h i c h  was  f i l l e d  wi t h  a j e l l y  
l i k e  s u b s t a n c e .  T h i s  part  was  f a s t e n e d  to  a s u c t i o n  
d e v i c e  w h i c h ,  wh e n  m o i s t e n e d  wi t h  g l u e ,  w o u l d  h o l d  
f i rm under  any c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Both w e r e  c o v e r e d  wi t h  
f l e s h  c o l o r e d  p l a s t i c .  I c a r e f u l l y  a t t a c h e d  f i r s t  t he  
l e f t  one  and t h e n  t he  r i g h t .  T h e  f e a t h e r e d  e d g e s  I 
s p e c i a l  c u t  and g l u e d  to my ski n  and t h e n  c r e a m e d  
a way  t he  t e l l  t a l e  b o u n d a r y .  I g l a n c e d  at  t he  mi r r o r  
and wi t h  s h o c k e d  p l e a s u r e  s t a r e d  at my  v e r y  l i f e l i k e  
b r e a s t s .  I w o u l d  h a v e  to  r e m o v e  t h e m  a b o u t  o n c e  a 
w e e k ,  but  o t h e r w i s e  t h e y  we r e  now a par t  of  m e .  I 
r e a c h e d  i n t o  my dr e s s e r  a g a i n  for a br a .  I c h o s e  a 
l o v ^ .  My s i z e  i s  36B.  I s l i p p e d  t he  s t raps  o v e r  e a c h  
arm and o n t o  my  s h o u l d e r s .  Af t e r  n e s t l i n g  e a c h  b r e a s t  
in i t s  own cup I h o o k e d  t he  bra at  t he  b a c k .  I r e s t e d  
on t he  bed for a f e w m o m e n t s  as I f e l t  s o m e w h a t  o v e r 
w h e l m e d ,  but  r e t u r n i n g  to  my  d r e s s i n g  I p i c k e d  up my  
s p e c i a l  g i r d l e  and p u l l e d  i t  on .  T h e  g i r d l e  was  p a d d e d  
at h i p s  and rear  w i t h  a s o f t  f o a m  r ubbe r  w h i c h  b l e n d e d  
n i c e l y  i n t o  my f i g u r e .  T o  t he  t op of  t h e  g i r d l e  I had  
s e wn a s ix  i n c h  w a i s t  c i n c h e r  w h i c h  l a c e d  i n  t he  f r o n t .

I l a c e d  up t he  c i n c h e r  and a f t e r  a s t r u g g l e  had  i t  
p u l l e d  i n  t i g h t ,  and f e l t  s o m e w h a t  b r e a t h l e s s .  Back  
to  t he  b a t h r o o m  I w e n t  to  f i x  my h a i r .  H a v i n g  s t r a i g h t  
hai r  I had p r a c t i c e d  p u t t i n g  i t  up,  but  s t i l l  I c o u l d  
m a k e  o n l y  a f a i r  j ob  of  i t .  So now I c a r e f u l l y  r o l l e d
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My f a c e  was  no p r o b l e m  as h u n d r e d s  of  t i m e s  in  
t he  pa s t  I had m a d e  i t  up.  I c a r e f u l l y  p l u c k e d  my  
b r o w s .  N o t h i n g  e x o t i c  j u s t  e n o u g h  to l o o k  v e r y  f e m i n 
i n e .  I a p p l i e d  p a n c a k e  m a k e - u p ,  p o wd e r ,  l i p s t i c k  and 
a t o u c h  of  p e n c i l  t o  my e y e b r o w s .  T r y i n g  not  to  o v e r 
do i t  but  to  o b t a i n  a n a t u r a l  l o o k .

A f t e r  p u t t i n g  on my l a c e  t r i m m e d  p a n t i e s  and s l i p  
I w e n t  t o  my c l o s e t .  I c h o s e  a p i n k  g i n g h a m  day  
dres s  and a pa i r  o f  w h i t e  f l a t t i e s .  I l o o k e d  in the m i r 
ror and b e h e l d  a r e a s o n a b l y  p r e t t y  g i r l  of  a b o u t  24 or 
25 s t a r e d  b a c k  at  m e .

I t o o k  a l o n g ,  l o n g  l o o k  and s a i d  a l o u d ,  "I dub 
t h e e  J u l i e  S i l v e s t r i "

I s t a r t e d  t o  s h a k e  a l l  o v e r  and had to c a t c h  h o l d  
of  a c h a i r  to  p r e v e n t  m y s e l f  f rom f a l l i n g .  At l a s t  I 
had s t a r t e d  on my  l o n g  c o n c e i v e d  p l a n .

I t r i p p e d  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  i n t o  t he  k i t c h e n  and se t  
a b o u t  m a k i n g  a po t  of  c o f f e e .  I sat  in the  d i n i n g  nook  
w h i l e  t he  c o f f e e  p e r k e d  and j us t  day  d r e a m e d .  My 
m i n d  t ur ne d  to  t h o u g h t s  of  a l l  t h o s e  l i t t l e  phr a s e s  
w h i c h  had b e e n  d e n i e d  to  my use  u n t i l  now and y e t  
f rom h e r e  on w o u l d  b e c o m e  a part  of  my  l a n g u a g e .  I 
s a i d  a l o u d  in /the h i g h  v o i c e  I had p r a c t i c e d  so l o n g ,  
’’ I s n ' t  i t  d a r l i n g ” ? and ” Oh, i t  is  j u s t  t o o  a d o r a b l e " .
I s a i d  t h e s e  and o t h e r s  o v e r  and o v e r .  I sat  and a t e  
t o a s t  and had my c o f f e e .  T h e n  I s e t  a b o u t  s t r a i g h e n i n g  
t he  h o u s e .  It was  now s h o r t l y  a f t e r  n o o n  on the  f i r s t  
day  and I k n e w t h a t  my  f i r s t  t r ip i n t o  the  o u t s i d e  wor l d  
had to be  m a d e .  I had p u r c h a s e d  s o m e  g r o c e r i e s  but  
now I n e e d e d  a g o o d l y  s u p p l y .

I r e m o v e d  my  dress  and s h o e s  and c a r e f u l l y  r e 
m a d e  my f a c e .  I c o m b e d  out  my h a i r  and was p l e a s 
a n t l y  s u r p r i s e d  at  the  way  i t  had t ur ne d  o ut .  I s e l e c t 
ed a br own p r i n t  dress  and b e i g e  h e e l s .  I c a r e f u l l y  
p l a c e d  my  m o n e y ,  l i p s t i c k ,  h a n d k e r c h i e f  and s u n d r i e s  
i n  my p u r s e .  I c l i p p e d  on s m a l l  g o l d  e a r r i n g s  and 
my  P r i n c e s s  wr i s t  w a t c h  and w e n t  i n t o  t he  l i v i n g r o o m .
I sa t  on t he  e d g e  of  the  c o u c h  and s t a r t e d  to f i nd a

m y  hair and tied a scarf around it.

36



mill ion r e a s o n s  why I c o u l d  pu t  of f  t h e  t r i p .  I had  
almost c o n v i n c e d  m y s e l f  and I had  s l i p p e d  of f  my 
shortie c o a t ,  whe n  t he  door  c h i m e s  s o u n d e d .  I h ad  a 
moment  of p a n i c .  Who c o u l d  i t  b e ?  I w a n t e d  to run 
and h i de  bu t  a g a i n  t he  c h i m e  s o u n d e d  so,  t a k i n g  a d e e p  
breath I we n t  t o  t h e  door  and o p e n e d  i t .

S t a n d i n g  on t he  t h r e s h o l d  was a w o m a n  of p e r h a p s
36. She was c o n s e r v a t i v e l y  d r e s s e d  i n  a s u i t .

I b a r e l y  s t a m m e r e d  ou t  a h e l l o  bu t  she s m i l e d  and 
told me  she was f r om t he  l o c a l  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  and 
under s t ood  s o m e o n e  wou l d  be m o v i n g  in t o d a y .  My 
hea r t  was p o u n d i n g  and I f e l t  t r a p p e d ,  b u t  she l o o k e d  
at  me e x p e c t a n t l y  and I f i n a l l y  c a m e  out  of my s h o c k  
and i n v i t e d  he r  i n .

I n s i d e  she t u r n e d  to me  and s a i d ,  "I am J e a n  De 
Witt  and I h a v e  t he  h o u s e  j u s t  down t he  s t r e e t " .  I 
i n v i t e d  he r  to s i t  down and o f f e r e d  to m a k e  s o me  c o f 
fee b u t  a t  t h a t  m o m e n t  she n o t i c e d  my c o a t  and a s k e d  
i f  I was g o i n g  o u t .  I t o l d  h e r  j u s t  t o  t he  m a r k e t  and 
she a t  o n c e  i n v i t e d  me to wi t h  h e r  as she t o o  had  to 
go.  I t r i e d  to  r e f u s e  b u t  she g e n t l y  i n s i s t e d .  I s l i p 
ped on my c o a t  and w a l k e d  to t he  b e d r o o m .  I c o u l d  
f ee l  h e r  e y e s  on my b a c k  as I w a l k e d  a c r o s s  t he  l i v i n g -  
r o o m.  I now had  my g l o v e s  and p i c k i n g  up my pu r s e  I 
was r e a d y  to l e a v e .  I s t e p p e d  out  o n t o  t he  s i d e w a l k  
and t he  wi nd c a u g h t  my f u l l  s k i r t  and l i f t e d  i t  a b o v e  
my k n e e s .  I c a r e f u l l y  b r u s h e d  i t  b a c k  i n t o  p l a c e  as we 
went  t o wa r d  t h e  c a r .  I o p e n e d  t he  c a r  door  and ,  i n  a 
f e m i n i n e  f a s h i o n ,  s we p t  my s k i r t  u n d e r  my l e g s  and 
s i t t i n g  down swung my l eg s  i n t o  t he  c a r .  J e a n  g o t  in 
on the  d r i v e r s  s i de  and s t a r t i n g  t he  e n g i n e ,  d r o v e  
s l owl y  down t he  s t r e e t .  T u r n i n g  to me  she a s k e d  i f  I 
had  b e e n  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  ve r y  l o n g .  H e r e  I w e n t  i n t o  
my p r e a r r a n g e d  s t o r y .  I ’d b e e n  m a r r i e d  t o  an Air  
Fo r ce  C a p t a i n ,  b u t  he  had  b e e n  k i l l e d  i n  a p l a n e  c r a s h  
six m o n t h s  a g o .  I h ad  sol d  e v e r y t h i n g  in  F l o r i d a  and 
had  m o v e d  to  San F r a n c i s c o  to m a k e  a new s t a r t .  Th i s  
e l l i c i t e d  t he  u s u a l  t y p e  s y m p a t h y  f r om J e a n .  She t o l d  
me  she h ad  b e e n  m a r r i e d  n i n e  y e a r s  and t h a t  h e r  h u s 
band  N o r m a n  was an a r c h i t e c t .  T h e y  d i d n ’t h a v e  any 
c h i l d r e n .
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We a r r i v e d  a t  t he  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r  and w e n t  i n .
We go t  our  b a s k e t s  and b e g a n  our  g r o c e r y  s h o p p i n g .
We d i s c u s s e d  d i f f e r e n t  foods  and t h i n g s .  I f e l t  t h a t  I 
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any  u n u s u a l  s t a r e s  f r om a n y o n e .  I a r 
r i v e d  a t  t he  c h e c k  out  c o u n t e r  and a f t e r  p a y i n g  for  my 
g r o c e r i e s  I was a b o u t  to p i c k  up my r a t h e r  l a r g e  b ag  
wh e n  t he  c h e c k e r  s a i d ,  " j u s t  a m o m e n t  Mam t h a t  b ag  
is t oo  h e a v y  for  y o u .  I w i l l  h a v e  a boy t a k e  i t  t o  your  
c a r ” . A t h r i l l  r a n  t h r o u g h  m e .  T h i s  is w h a t  I h ad  a l 
ways  w a n t e d .  Our  g r o c e r i e s  s t o we d  i n  t h e  c a r ,  we went  
t o  h a v e  c o f f e e .  We sa t  s i p p i n g  our c o f f e e  and t he  c o n 
v e r s a t i o n  t u r n e d  t o  r e c r e a t i o n .  In my r e l a x e d  mood  I 
m e n t i o n e d  I l i k e d  t e n n i s .  J e a n  p o u n c e d  on t h i s  and 
a s k e d  me  t o  j o i n  t h e m  a f t e r  c h u r c h  t o m o r r o w  for  a s e t .  
She  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  n a m e  of  a f r i e n d  of  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s 
who l i k e d  to  p l a y  and who wo u l d  m a k e  up t h e  f o u r s o m e .  
I t r i e d  t o  b a c k  out  wi t h  t h e  e x c u s e  of n o t  h a v i n g  a 
r a c q u e t  or shoes  or d r e s s .  J e a n  o f f e r e d  to l o a n  me  t he  
r a c q u e t  and s u g g e s t e d  I p u r c h a s e  a dress  and shoes  h e r e  
i n  t h e  s h o p p i n g  c e n t e r .  A f t e r  a few f a i n t  a r g u m e n t s  I 
a g r e e d .

T h e  shoes  we r e  n o t  a p r o b l e m  bu t  a r r i v i n g  in t he  
s p o r t s w e a r  d e p a r t m e n t  I a s k e d  for  a t e n n i s  dress  s i z e
12.  T h e  a s s i s t a n t  s howed  me  a n u m b e r  of t h e m  and I 
s e l e c t e d  a w h i t e  n y l o n  w i t h  s h o r t  p l e a t e d  s k i r t  and 
w h i t e  m a t c h i n g  p a n t i e s .  J e a n  a s k e d  me  i f  I was g o i n g  
t o  t ry  i t  on and I r e l u c t a n t l y  a g r e e d .  J e a n  c a m e  wi t h  
m e  i n t o  t he  d r e s s i n g  r o o m .  I r e m o v e d  my g l o v e s  and 
c o a t  and t h e n  t o o k  of f  my dr es s  and s l i p .  I f e l t  n a k e d  
b u t  J e a n  m a d e  no c o m m e n t  so I s l i p p e d  on t h e  t e n n i s  
d r e s s .  I m m e d i a t e l y  J e a n  s a i d ,  'Oh, i t  is j u s t  d a r l i n g " .
I b l u s h e d  wi t h  p l e a s u r e  and l o o k e d  i n t o  t he  m i r r o r .
T h e  d r e s s  did l o o k  v e r y  s w e e t ,  t he  s k i r t  s t o p p e d  a b o u t  
3 i n c h e s  b e l o w  my d e r r i e r r e .  I t o l d  t he  s a l e s g i r l  I 
w o u l d  t a k e  i t .

Dr e s s e d  a g a i n  and wi t h  t he  p a c k a g e s  u n d e r  my 
a r m  we made our  way t o  t h e  c a r .  J e a n  d r o v e  h o m e  and 
d u r i n g  t he  r i d e  a s k e d  me  m o r e  q u e s t i o n s .  I t o l d  h e r  
t h a t  I was g o i n g  to  t a k e  a m o n t h s  r e s t  and t h e n  o b t a i n  
a j o b .  I h a d  t a k e n  t y p i n g  and s h o r t h a n d  a t  e v e n i n g  
c l a s s e s  and t o l d  h e r  I wo u l d  l o o k  for  a j o b  as a s e c r e 
t a r y .  She t o l d  me  t h a t  N o r m a n ,  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  knew a 
l a r g e  n u m b e r  of  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m e n  and she woul d  d i s cus s
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it with h i m .

A r r i v i n g  a t  my h o u s e  I l e f t  J e a n  a g r e e i n g  to a c 
c o m p a n y  b o t h  she and h e r  h u s b a n d  t o  c h u r c h  and t h e n  
t o  p l a y  t e n n i s .

I c l o s e d  t he  f r o n t  door  and sank  down on t he  c o u c h .
I was e x h a u s t e d .  In my m i n d  I r e v i e w e d  a l l  t he  w o n d e r 
fu l  t h i n g s  t h a t  h ad  h a p p e n e d  t h i s  day  and t h a n k e d  my 
l u c k y  s t a r s  t h a t  n o t  for  one m o m e n t  h ad  a n y o n e  s u s p e c 
t ed  t he  t r u t h .

A f t e r  c o o k i n g  and e a t i n g  s u p p e r  I d e c i d e d  t o  c h a n g e  
c l o t h e s  and w a t c h  t e l e v i s i o n .

I t h e n  r e m o v e d  a l l  my c l o t h e s  b u t  my b r a  and  g i r 
d l e  and t h e n  un-hook i ng  my b r a  t h e r e  we r e  my b r e a s t s .  
T h e y  l o o k e d  so r e a l .  I t o u c h e d  t h e m .  T h e y  w e r e  sof t  
and p l i a b l e  j u s t  as t h e y  s h o u l d  b e .

I p u t  on a p i n k  s a t i n  s h o r t i e  n i g h t i e  w i t h  m a t c h i n g  
p a n t i e s  and p e i g n o i r  and p i n k  h i g h  h e e l e d  m u l e s  and 
w a t c h e d  t e l e v i s i o n  for s e v e r a l  h o u r s .  I t  was now lO 
P . M .  and t i m e  t o  r e t i r e .  I r e m o v e d  my m a k e - u p  and 

r o l l e d  up my h a i r  and w e n t  to b e d .  I n o t i c e d  a c h a n g e  
as I t u r n e d  i n  b e d .  My b r e a s t s  m o v i n g  f r o m s i de  t o  
s i d e .  I f e l t  j u s t  so f e m i n i n e .

Th e  f o l l o w i n g  day ,  d r e s s e d  i n  a p a l e  b l u e  s u m m e r  
dress  wi t h  f u l l  s k i r t  and p e t t i c o a t ,  w h i t e  h a t ,  g l o v e s ,  
pur s e  and s h o e s .  I w a i t e d  for  J e a n .  When t he  d o o r 
b e l l  c h i m e d  I t o o k  a d e e p  b r e a t h  and w a l k e d  o v e r  and 
o p e n e d  i t .  J e a n  and N o r m a n ,  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  we r e  t h e r e  
and J e a n  i n t r o d u c e d  m e .

For  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  I f e l t  a m a n s  e y e s  t a k e  i n  my 
f a c e ,  b us t  and l e g s .  N o r m a n  s m i l e d  and o f f e r e d  a 
f r i e n d l y  h e l l o  and we d r o v e  to c h u r c h .

L e a v i n g  t he  c h u r c h  t he  m i n i s t e r  shook  my h a n d  
and w e l c o m e d  me  t o  h i s  p a r i s h  and s a i d  he  h o p e d  I 
woul d  t a k e  p a r t  in  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  c h u r c h .  J e a n  
and N o r m a n  t h e n  d r o p p e d  me  of f  a t  my a p a r t m e n t  s a y 
i n g  t h e y  wou l d  p i c k  me  up in an h o u r .
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In my b e d r o o m  I s t a r t e d  to c h a n g e  c l o t h e s .  I pu t  
on a c l e a n  w h i t e  n y l o n  b r a ,  w h i t e  p a n t i e s  ove r  my g i r 
d l e  and s l i p p e d  i n t o  my d a r l i n g  t e n n i s  d r e s s .  I l o o p e d  
a s m a l l  b l u e  n y l o n  s c a r f  u n d e r  my h a i r  and pu t  on my 
t e n n i s  shoes  and a p a l e  b l u e  o r l o n  s w e a t e r .  T h e n  t he  
c h i m e s  r a n g  and I w e n t  ou t .  J e a n  and N o r m a n  were  
t h e r e  and wi t h  t h e m  was a m a n  of a b o u t  32.  He was a 
s h a d e  o v e r  6 ’ t a l l ,  b l o n d  h a i r ,  n i c e  t an  and was q u i t e  
w e l l  b u i l t .  " J u l i e  t h i s  is T e d d y " ,  J e a n  s a i d .  No r ma n s  
g l a n c e  a t  me  was n o t h i n g  c o m p a r e d  to t h i s .  T e d d y  

| t o o k  a l on g ,  l o n g  l o o k  and I c o u l d  t e l l  he was p l e a s e d
wi t h  w h a t  he  s aw.  I b l u s h e d  and m u r m u r e d  t h a t  I was 
p l e a s e d  to m e e t  h i m .  We d r o v e  to t he  c l u b  and o b 
t a i n e d  a c o u r t  i m m e d i a t e l y .  J e a n  r e m a r k e d  on how 

i d a r l i n g  my dres s  l o o k e d .

I was T e d d i e s  p a r t n e r  and as soon as we s t a r t e d  I 
f ound  t h i n g s  so d i f f e r e n t .  My g i r d l e  m a d e  me  run l i k e  
a g i r l  b u t  my b r e a s t s !  E v e r y t i m e  I r a n  for  t he  b a l l  I 
c o u l d  f e e l  t h e m  s h a k e .  T h e y  b o u n c e d  g r e a t l y  up and 
d o w n .  I c o u l d  f e e l  T e d d i e s  e y e s  on t h e m  and I did no t  
p l a y  t oo  w e l l .  We we r e  b e a t e n  and a f t e r  s h a k i n g  our  
o p p o n e n t s  h a n d  I t u r n e d  to l e a v e .  T e d d y  w a l k e d  a l o n g  
s i de  of  me  and t o o k  my h a n d  i n  h i s .  Oh,  wha t  a new 
f e e l i n g ,  to l o o k  up to a h a n d s o m e  m a n  and f e e l  hi s  
s t r o n g  h a n d  c l a s p i n g  m i n e .  I m a y  h a v e  l o s t  t he  t e n n i s  
m a t c h  b u t  I h ad  in  t r u t h  " won " my f e m i n i n i t y  and I 
r e s o l v e d  I wou l d  w e a r  i t  wi t h  h o n o r  f r om t h a t  day on.
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by D r .  I r i s  ( 5 2 - L - l  F P E )

Every  t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  g i v e s  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  
a g o o d l y  a m o u n t  of  t h o u g h t ;  he  p r o b a b l e  f o r ~ e v e r  w o n 
der s  when  i t  a l l  b e g a n  and w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  m a y  b r i n g .
He knows  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  is wr o n g  wi t h  h i m  and s i n c e  
he  mo s t  l i k e l y  c a r r i e s  h i s  l o a d  q u i e t l y ,  a t e r r i b l e  f e a r  
and g u i l t - c o m p l e x  b u i l d s  up w i t h i n  h i m  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  
Some  s e e k  p s y c h i a t r i c  c a r e ,  w i t h o u t  r e s u l t s ,  o t h e r s  
t a l k  to a p r i e s t  or m i n i s t e r /  T a l k i n g  to  s o m e o n e  u s u 
a l l y  has  a b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  and a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h e  TV 
mo s t  l i k e l y  p a c k s  up h i s  t r e a s u r e ,  adds  a h e a v y  s t o n e  
and drops  t h e  works  o v e r  t h e  b r i d g e  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  He 
has  k i c k e d  t h e  h a b i t .  T h r e e  m o n t h s  l a t e r  we f i n d  h i m  
a g a i n  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s t o r e  and now he  buys  e v e n  
p r e t t i e r  t h i n g s .  S o m e  f i n a l l y  l e a r n  to l i v e  w i t h  i t  b u t  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  s o me  p u t  on t h e i r  b e s t  d r e s s  and  j u m p  
t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  And a l l  t h e s e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  
e x i s t  b e c a u s e  so l i t t l e  is k n o wn  of  t h i s  p h e n o m e n a .  
M e d i c a l  t e x t b o o k s  h a v e  h a r d l y  any i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
s u b j e c t .  I r e m e m b e r  wh e n  I h a d  a b n o r m a l  p s y c h o l o g y  
and I c o u l d  no t  f i n d  any r e f e r e n c e  i n  our  b o o k ;  I a s k e d  
t he  p r o f e s s o r  w h a t  t h i s  " t r a n s v e s t i s m ” was  a l l  a b o u t .
He a n s w e r e d :  " Oh ,  t ho s e  a r e  j u s t  o v e r s e x e d  guys  who
l i k e  to dress  up as w o m e n . "  T h a t  was  a l l  on t h e  s u b 
j e c t .

Now whe n  a p h y s i c i a n  h i m s e l f  is a t r a n s v e s t i t e  you  
c a n  i m a g i n e  t h a t  he  g i v e s  t h e s e  t h i n g s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  
a b i t  of  t h o u g h t .  My own e x p e r i e n c e s  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  
mu c h  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  b u i l d  a t h e o r y  
wh i c h  wou l d  f i t  e v e r y  TV i n t o  a p a t t e r n .  N a t u r e  is i n  
d e t a i l  v e r y  v a r i a b l e  b u t  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s  we c a n  
f i nd  a c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n .  So l e t  me  a d v a n c e  my own t h e 
ory wh i c h  I h a v e  w o r k e d  o u t  by s t u d y i n g  s e v e r a l  c a s e s  
and my own c r i t i c a l l y .

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  we t r a n s v e s t i t e s  go t h r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  
s t a g e s  of  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I d e c i d e d  to  c l a s s i f y  t h e m  as 
f o l l o w s :
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ONE, t h e  s e x u a l  s t a g e ;  T W O, t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t a g e ;  
THREE,  t h e  c r e a t i v e  s t a g e .  Befor e  we go i n t o  d e t a i l  we 
m u s t  f i r s t  h a v e  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of wh a t  I m e a n  by s e x . 
Sex or  b e t t e r  t h e  s e x d r i v e  i n  m a n  is a f o r m of  e n e r g y .
I t  i s  t h a t  f o r c e  w i t h i n  us w h i c h  m a k e s  l i f e  p o s s i b l e .
T h e  s t u f f  t h a t  m a k e s  m a n  t i c k .  Ever y  m a n  s e e m s  to 
g a t h e r ,  s t o r e  and  d i s s i p a t e  s o m e  of  t h i s  e n e r g y  c o n 
s t a n t l y .  T o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  i m a g i n e  a w h e e l  w i t h i n  your  
p e l v i s  w h i c h  t u r ns  s l o wl y  by t h i s  e n e r g y .  Now t h r o u g h  
s o m e  s t i m u l a n t ,  l e t s  s u p p o s e  you  see  a b e a u t i f u l  b l o n d ,  
t h i s  w h e e l  p i c k s  up s p e e d .  A n o t h e r  s t i m u l a n t  c o m e s  
a l o n g  and  s p e e d s  i t  f u r t h e r ,  f i n a l l y  t he  h i g h  s p e e d  of 
t h e  w h e e l  i s  t o o  m u c h  for  y o u ,  you  n e e d  to  s low i t  down 
and  t h e  n o r m a l  way  t o  s l ow i t  down is t h r o u g h  a sex a c t .  
When  you  r e a c h  t h e  c l i m a x ,  t h e  f i r e  is ou t ,  t he  w h e e l  
s t o p s .  In p r i m i t i v e  m a n  t h i s  is a c o n t i n o u s  c y c l e ,  as 
t h e  w h e e l  s t a r t s  s p i n n i n g ,  he  s e e k s  h i s  w o m a n  e t c . ,  
ov e r  and o v e r .  But s o me  p e o p l e  l e a r n  to  use some of  
t h i s  s e x e n e r g y  for  d i f f e r e n t  p u r p o s e s .  T r u e  l o v e ,  r e l i  = 
g i o u s  l o v e ,  a r t  and  o t h e r  k i n d s  of  c r e a t i v e  work a r e  e x 
a m p l e s  of i t .  Mos t  p e o p l e  do t h i s  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  b u t  
s o me  l e a r n  t o  do i t  d e l i b e r a t l y  and  i t  g i v e s  t h e m  a 
p o w e r  of  i m m e n s e  d i m e n s i o n s .  Th i s  p o we r  ma y  l e a d  
t h e m  i n t o  t h e  r e a l m  of  s a i n t s  or i n t o  t he  p i t s  of  h e l l .

Now w h a t  ha s  a l l  t h i s  t o  do wi t h  a m a k i n g  of a 
t r a n s v e s t i t e ?  We l l ,  l e t s  go on wi t h  my t h e o r y .  S t a g e  
ONE,  t h e  s e x u a l  s t a g e .  At s o me  p o i n t  in hi s  l i f e  t he  
p o t e n t i a l  TV m a k e s  h i s  f i r s t  a c q u a i n t a n c e  wi t h  f e m a l e  
c l o t h i n g ,  u s u a l l y  u n d e r w e a r .  T h i s  p r o d u c e s  a s t i m u l u s  
w h i c h  m a k e s  h i s  w h e e l  sp i n ,  n o t  j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  
a t  h i g h  s p e e d .  Of  c o u r s e  h e  l i k e s  i t .  At  f i r s t  he  f e e l s  
good  and  he  m a y  l e t  i t  pass  b u t  soon i t  d r i v e s  h i m  t o  a 
s e x u a l  c l i m a x .  T h i s  of  c o u r s e  d e p e n d s  on hi s  a g e .  In
e a r l y  c h i l d h o o d  he  m a y  j u s t  f e e l  d i f f e r e n t  and n i c e ,  b u t
l a t e r  i t  w i l l  d r i v e  h i m  so s e x u a l  r e l e a s e .  As he  grows 
o l d e r  and k e e p s  up t h e  p r a c t i c e  he  w i l l  d e v e l o p  a f t e r  
e a c h  e p i s o d e  a g u i l t y  f e e l i n g .  He d i s c a r d s  hi s  " s i l l y ” 
c l o t h i n g  as t h e y  b e c o m e ,  one  t h e  w h e e l  has  s t o p p e d ,  
and t h e y  h a v e  l o s t  t h e i r  p o w e r  of  s t i m u l a t i o n .  I t  t a k e s  
s o me  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  w h e e l  a g a i n  s t a r t s  t u r n i n g  and 
t h e n  t he  g a r m e n t s  r e g a i n  t h e i r  p o we r  of s t i m u l a t i n g  
h i m  a g a i n .  S o me  T V ’s s t ay  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  a l l  t h e i r  l i f e .  
T h e y  a r e  n o t  any  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t he  f e l l o w who g e t s  a l l
" h o p p e d ” up by l o o k i n g  a t  s exy  p i c t u r e s .  But,  t h i s



f e l l o w  has  one a d v a n t a g e ,  he  c a n  k e e p  t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  
in hi s  m i n d  and go to  a wo m a n ;  bu t  t he  TV has  to d e 
pend  on i n t i m a t e  c o n t a c t  wi t h  c l o t h i n g  for  f u l l  s e x u a l  
s a t i s f a c t i o n .  Th e  p r e s e n c e  of a w o m a n  is a t  f i r s t  u n 
d e s i r a b l e  .

S t a g e  TWO,  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s t a g e ,  ( as  m e n t i o n e d  
b e f o r e  s ome  m a y  n e v e r  g e t  t h i s  far )  He now t rys  to h o l d  
of f  s e x u a l  c l i m a x  to m a k e  " t h i n g s ” l a s t  l o n g e r  a n d  s u d 
d e n l y  he  d i s c o v e r s  b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g s  w h i c h  he  n e v e r  saw 
b e f o r e .  He now e n t e r s  i n t o  a f e m i n i n e  w o r l d .  Soon he 
a q u i r e s  a c o m p l e t e  w a r d r o b e ,  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  m a k e - u p  
and c r e a t e s  i n  f r o n t  of a m i r r o r  a w o m a n  who he  p r o b 
a b l y  a d o r e s .  He f o r g e t s  h i s  sex d e s i r e s  m o r e  and  mo r e  
and h e r e  he e n t e r s  i n t o  t he  THIRD s t a g e ,  t he  c r e a t i v e  
s t a g e .

By c r e a t i n g  t h i s  w o m a n  i n  t he  m i r r o r  he  has  a c t u a l 
ly done  a b i t  of d i v i n e  j u g g l i n g .  T h e  w o m a n  is r e a l ,  
he c a n  t o u c h  h e r ,  s ee  h e r  and  ki ss  h e r  i n  t h e  m i r r o r .
But h e r e  you  g e t  i n t o  t r o u b l e  wi t h  a c o s m i c  l aw,  few 
p e o p l e  know of .  I t  says :  for  e v e r y  m a t e r i a l  t h i n g
t h e r e  m u s t e x i s t  a s p i r i t u a l  c o u n t e r p a r t .  T h e  TV now 
s p l i t s  of f  a p o r t i o n  of h i s  s o u l  t o  g i v e  to h i s  c r e a t i o n .
Al l  t h i n g s  go w e l l  for  a w h i l e ,  t h é  t wo a r e  i n  c o m p l e t e  
h a r m o n y .  And t h e n  t he  i n c r e d i b l e  h a p p e n s ,  a l l  of  a 
s u dden  he d i s c o v e r s  t h a t  " h e r "  t h o u g h t s  a r e  no l o n g e r  
hi s  t h o u g h t s .  She s t a r t s  to a c t  i n d e p e n d e n t  of  h i m  and 
at  t h i s  p o i n t  d a n g e r  m a y  c r e e p  i n .  It  m a y  e v e n  t u r n  
i n t o  a r e g u l a r  m e n t a l  c l o a k  and d a g g e r  e p i s o d e .  S o me  
m e n  h a v e  l o s t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  " g i r l "  h a d  THE o p e r a t i o n .

But i t  is r e a l l y  up to y o u .  You h a v e  c r e a t e d  he r ,  
she is your  c h i l d  and you  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for  h e r  e d 
u c a t i o n ,  so m a k e  i t  a c l e a n - o n e .  Do no t  d e g r a d e  h e r  
wi t h  s e x p l a y .  S u b c o n s c i o u s l y  you  know t h i s  and t h a t  is 
why you  a r e  so t e r r i b l y  l o n e l y .  Both of y ou  d e s i r e  a n 
o t h e r  w o m a n  to l o v e .  You,  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  p a r t ,  b e c a u s e  
you  a r e  a m a n  and she t h e  f e m i n i n e  b e c a u s e  she has  
your  m a s c u l i n e  b o d y .  So t h e r e  yo^i a r e  i n  yo u r  m i x e d  up 
w o n d e r f u l  w o r l d .  Few p e o p l e  u n d e r s t a n d  us b e c a u s e  m o s t  
of us do no t  u n d e r s t a n d  o u r s e l v e s .  How c a n  we e x p l a i n  
i t  to o t h e r s  ?

May b e  t h i s  t h e o r y  w i l l  h e l p  y ou  u n d e r s t a n d  y o u r s e l f .  
As I r e ad  i t  ove r  I f i nd  t h a t  p a r t  of  i t  was  w r i t t e n  by t he  
doc t o r  and p a r t  by I r i s  - or m a y b e  t h e  wh o l e  t h i n g  was 
w r i t t e n  by d i v i n e  i n s p i r a t i o n .
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Survival fiani i
by Donna L o u i s e  ( 5 - A - 4 )

C h a r l i e  N e w m a n  l o o k e d  down a t  h i s  h a n d s  wi t h  a 
f e e l i n g  of e l a t i o n .  T h e y  h a d n ’t b e e n  so c l e a n  i n  t h e  
t h r e e  y e a r s  h e ’d b e e n  w o r k i n g  in t h e  m i n e s .  Oh,  how 
he  h a t e d  hi s  j o b  i n  t he  m i n e !  T h e  dus t  and d i r t  and 
g r i m e  f i l l e d  h i s  l u n g s ,  go t  u n d e r  h i s  f i n g e r n a i l s ,  and  
g r ound  i n t o  h i s  s k i n .  And j u s t  l o o k  a t  t h e  c l u m s y ,  
h e a v y  c l o t h e s  he  was w e a r i n g .

Even as a l i t t l e  boy he  h a d  b e e n  e n v i o u s  of  g i r l s .  
T h e y  c o u l d  k e e p  c l e a n  and w e a r  p r e t t y ,  l i g h t ,  a i r y  
c l o t h e s .  But p e o p l e  h ad  t h o u g h t  i t  odd of h i m  t h a t  he  
d i d n ’t wa n t  t o  s t ay  d i r t y  l i k e  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  g r u b b y  l i t t l e  
boys .  S o m e t i m e s  he  s t i l l  wi s h e d  he  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a 
g i r l .

A b e l l  c l a n g e d  b r i e f l y ,  r e m i n d i n g  h i m  t h a t  i t  was  
t i m e  for  h i m  to m a k e  t he  h o u r l y  c h e c k  of t he  g a u g e s .
He s t i l l  f e l t  a l i t t l e  g u i l t y ,  e v e n  a f t e r  t wo  we e k s ,  as 
he t h o u g h t  of hi s  f e l l o w  e m p l o y e e s  ou t  on s t r i k e ,  w h i l e  
he  was d r a w i n g  f u l l  p a y .  S o me  one  h a d  b e e n  n e e d e d  
to w a t c h  t h e  p u mp s  and k e e p  t h e m  g o i n g  so t he  l o we r  
l e v e l s  w o u l d n ’t be  f l o o d e d  wh e n  t he  m e n  c a m e  b a c k  to  
wor k .  T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  and t wo  f o r e m e n  c o u l d  h a v e  
h a n d l e d  i t ,  b u t  one of t he  f o r e m e n ,  C h a r l i e ’s u n c l e ,  
w a n t e d  t o  t a k e  a v a c a t i o n  t r i p  to t he  we s t  c o a s t ,  so he  
s u g g e s t e d  t h e y  use C h a r l i e .  T h e  s u p e r  a g r e e d ,  for  old 
t i m e ’s s a k e ,  and g a v e  C h a r l i e  t he  m i d n i g h t  t o  8 A.  M.  
s h i f t .

T h e y  h ad  p r o m i s e d  h i m ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  r e g u l a r  
pay ,  a $50 bonus  and t h r e e  we e k s  of f  wi t h  f u l l  p ay  
when  t h e  s t r i k e  was s e t t l e d .  So h e r e  he  was  in  t h e  
l o we r  l e v e l s  of t he  c o a l  m i n e ,  w h e r e  he  h a d  l i v e d  for  
t h e  p a s t  t wo w e e k s .  C h a r l i e  k n e w t h a t  wh e n  t he  s t r i k e  
was ove r  h e ’d h a v e  to go b a c k  to h i s  o l d  j o b ,  and  h e ’d 
h a t e  i t  m o r e  t h a n  e v e r  now.  Not  t h a t  he  d i d n ’t a p p 
r e c i a t e  t he  j ob ,  e v e n  i f  i t  was a d i r t y  one ,  i t  h a d  b e e n  
a l i f e s a v e r .  His m o t h e r  h ad  d i e d  wh e n  he  was  a l i t t l e  
mo r e  t h a n  a b a b y  and wh e n  he  was  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o l d ,  
his  f a t h e r  had  b e e n  k i l l e d  in a m i n e  a c c i d e n t .  H e ’d 
gone to l i v e  wi t h  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r ,  a f o r e m a n  i n



t h e  m i n e .  When  he h ad  g r a d u a t e d  f rom t he  C o a l  Ci ty  
Hi gh  S c h o o l  a t  s e v e n t e e n ,  t he  ma n  who had  b e e n  his  
f a t h e r ’s f o r e m a n  at  t he  t i m e  of t he  a c c i d e n t ,  and who 
was now the  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  had  o f f e r e d  h i m a j o b .  It  
was a d i r t y  j o b  i n  t he  m i n e ,  b u t  t he  on l y  o p e n i n g  t hey  j 
h a d ,  and t h e r e  w e r e n ' t  m a n y  j o b s  for  boys  j u s t  out  of 
h i g h  s c h o o l  w i t h  no e x p e r i e n c e .

Wi th  a f i n a l  l o o k  a t  one of  t he  g a u g e s ,  C h a r l i e ' s  
m i n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  hi s  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  of h i s  c h i l d h o o d  
e n v y  of  g i r l s ,  w h i c h  h a d  r e a c h e d  a sor t  of t u r n i n g  p o i n t  
wh e n  he  was t e n .  T h e . h o u s e  n e x t  door  had  b e e n  r e n t e d  I 
for  t he  s u m m e r  by a y o u n g  c o u p l e  wi t h  an onl y  c h i l d ,  
an e l e v e n  y e a r  old g i r l ,  who was r e a l l y  a t o m b o y .
K a t h y  s p e n t  as m u c h  t i m e  in  j e a n s  as she c o u l d  b u t  h e r  
m o t h e r  i n s i s t e d  on h e r  w e a r i n g  d r e s s e s  m o s t  of t h e  t i m e .  
T h i s  d i d n ' t  d e t e r  h e r  f r o m h e r  t o m b o y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such 
as c l i m b i n g  t r e e s ,  so C h a r l i e  soon l e a r n e d  t h a t  she 
wor e  d r e s s ,  s l i p  and p a n t i e s .

One S u n d a y  a f t e r n o o n  Ka t h y  s t a y e d  wi t h  C h a r l i e  
w h i l e  h e r  p a r e n t s  v i s i t e d  f r i e n d s .  C h a r l i e  and Ka t h y  
we r e  l o o k i n g  a t  h i s  s t a m p  c o l l e c t i o n ,  w h i l e  C h a r l i e ’s 
f a t h e r  w a t c h e d  t e l e v i s i o n .  K a t h y  r e m e m b e r e d  s ome  
l e t t e r s  she h a d  r e c e i v e d  f r om h e r  u n c l e  who was in b u s 
i n e s s  i n  C a n a d a ,  and o f f e r e d  to l e t  C h a r l i e  h a v e  t he  
s t a m p s .  T h e y  w e n t  o v e r  t o  h e r  h o u s e  to l ook  for  t he  
l e t t e r s .  As K a t h y  r a n s a c k e d  h e r  d r e s s e r  d r a w e r s  l o o k i n g  
for  t h e m ,  C h a r l i e  g a z e d  wi t h  f a s c i n a t i o n  at  t he  p r e t t y  
p a n t i e s  and s l i ps  she was p a w i n g  t h r o u g h  so u n c o n c e r n 
e d l y .  A p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e l i g h t f u l  one i n  p i nk  n y l o n  and 
l a c e  f e l l  on t h e  f l o o r  and C h a r l i e  p i c k e d  i t  up t o  r e 
p l a c e  i t  i n  t h e  d r a w e r .

" H e r e  i t  i s ! "  K a t h y  e x c l a i m e d .

When C h a r l i e  d i d n ’ t a n s we r  she t u r n e d  and saw h i m  
h o l d i n g  t he  p a n t i e s  in f r o n t  of  h i m ,  a r a p t  e x p r e s s i o n  
on h i s  f a c e  .

" W h a t ' s  t he  m a t t e r ,  C h a r l i e ? "  she a s k e d .

" N - n - n o t h i n g ,  " he  s t a m m e r e d .  " I - - t h e y - - y o u - - 
why,  t h e y ’re b e a u t i f u l . "

" W h a t ' s  b e a u t i f u l ?  O h - - t h e  p a n t i e s ? "
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" Gi r l s  a l wa y s  g e t  to w e a r  p r e t t i e r  c l o t h e s  t h a n  
b o y s , "  he b l u r t e d .

" Y o u ’d l i k e  to  we a r  g i r l s ’ c l o t h e s ? "

"Yes ,  " he  b l u s h e d .

" T h e n  l e t ’s t r a d e  for  t he  a f t e r n o o n . "

She h e l p e d  h i m  d r e s s .  F i r s t  he d o n n e d  t he  p r e t t y  
p i n k  n y l o n  and l a c e  p a n t i e s ;  n e x t  a m a t c h i n g  s l i p ;  t h e n  
one of h e r  f r i l l i e s t  p a r t y  d r e s s e s ,  socks  and s hoes ,  and 
f i n a l l y  a c u t e  l i t t l e  h a t .  When t h e y  l o o k e d  a t  h i m  in 
t h e  m i r r o r  i n  h e r  p a r e n t s ’ b e d r o o m ,  t h e y  we r e  bo t h  
a m a z e d  to s ee  t h a t  he l o o k e d  l i k e  a v e r y  p r e t t y  l i t t l e  
g i r l ,  a l l  d r e s s e d  up for  a p a r t y .  K a t h y  t h e n  pu t  on hi s  
c l o t h e s ,  and t h e y  s p e n t  t he  a f t e r n o o n  p r e t e n d i n g  t h a t  
e a c h  was of t he  o p p o s i t e  s ex .

From t h a t  day  on C h a r l i e  w a n t e d  to be  a g i r l .
S i n c e  he  c o u l d n ’t h a v e  t h a t  wish c o m e  t r u e ,  he  d id t he  
n e x t  b e s t  t h i n g .  He and K a t h y  t r a d e d  c l o t h e s  as o f t e n  
as t h e y  c o u l d .  When she m o v e d  a wa y  a t  t he  s u m m e r ’s 
end she g a v e  h i m  a c o m p l e t e  o u t f i t .  He n e v e r  h e a r d  
of h e r  a g a i n  b u t  he  k e p t  t he  c l o t h e s  she g a v e  h i m ,  p u t 
t i n g  t h e m  on w h e n e v e r  he  c o u l d ,  t i l l  he  c o u l d n ’t g e t  
i n t o  t h e m  a c o u p l e  of y e a r s  l a t e r .

Ab o u t  t h i s  t i m e ,  he l o s t  h i s  f a t h e r  in t he  m i n e  
a c c i d e n t  and w e n t  to l i v e  wi t h  h i s  u n c l e  and  a u n t .
T h e y  h ad  two d a u g h t e r s ,  C h r i s t i n e ,  who was 14,  and 
T h e l m a ,  18 .  T h e y  a l l  a c c e p t e d  h i m  as one  of t h e  f a m 
i l y ,  t he  g i r l s  and t h e i r  m o t h e r  r u n n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  h o u s e  
i n  t h e i r  s l i ps  ( t h e  y o u n g e r  g i r l  e s p e c i a l l y ,  e v e n  g o i n g  
b e t w e e n  h e r  r o o m and t he  b a t h r o o m  in o n l y  h e r  b r a  and 
p a n t i e s ) ,  m a k i n g  no a t t e m p t  to k e e p  h i m  f r o m s e e i n g  
t h e m  t hus  a t t i r e d .

T h e  s i g h t  of a l l  t h i s  p r e t t y  l i n g e r i e  f i l l e d  h i m  
wi t h  t he  d e s i r e  t o  w e a r  s o me  of i t .  His c h a n c e  c a m e  
whe n  t h e y  a l l  we n t  s h o p p i n g  one S a t u r d a y ,  l e a v i n g  h i m  
h o m e  wi t h  a s l i g h t  c o l d .  He go t  a c l e a n  h a n d k e r c h i e f  
and o p e n e d  t he  l a u n d r y  h a m p e r  in t he  b a t h r o o m  to toss 
in t he  s o i l e d  o n e .  Ri ght  on t he  t op  of  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  
l ay  a p a i r  of  p i n k  p a n t i e s .  He s t r i p p e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  
and p u t  on t he  p a n t i e s .  But t h e y  we r e  T h e l m a ’s and
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hi s  w a i s t  and h i p s  w e r e  not  l a r g e  e n o u g h  to  h o l d  t he m  
up p r o p e r l y .  He dug t hr o ug h  t he  h a m p e r  t i l l  he  found  
s o m e  of C h r i s t i n e ' s  c l o t h e s  and put  on a pa i r  of  her  
p a n t i e s .  He p a s s e d  up the bra,  as he  had no i d e a  how  
to f a s t e n  i t ,  and p u t t i n g  on a s l i p  and dres s ,  he  we n t  
to l o o k  at  h i m s e l f  i n  t he  f u l l  l e n g t h  mi rror  in the  e n 
t r a n c e  h a l l .  He was  p l e a s e d  wi t h  w h a t  he  s aw.

T h e r e a f t e r ,  he  wo u l d  "dress  u p ” e v e r y  c h a n c e  he  
g o t .  He b e g a n  w e a r i n g  c l e a n  c l o t h e s  f rom the  g i r l s '  
r o o m s ,  t r y i n g  T h e l m a ’s t oo ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  as he was  f i l l 
i n g  out  and c o u l d  we a r  s o me  of  her  t i g h t e r  b r i e f s .  
H o w e v e r ,  o ne  day he  o v e r h e a r d  T h e l m a  c o m p l a i n i n g  to  
her  m o t h e r  t h a t  C h r i s t i n e  had b e e n  w e a r i n g  her  l i n g e r 
i e .  C h r i s t i n e  d e n i e d  i t .  Th i s  wa r ne d  h i m  to l e a v e  the  
d r e s s e r  d r a we r s  a l o n e ,  and he  w e n t  b a c k  to the l a u n d r y  
h a m pe r .

So o n  a f t e r  t hi s  T h e l m a  b e g a n  to s t ay  h o m e  on S a t 
urday  wh e n  t he  re s t  of  t he  f a m i l y  w e n t  o u t .  Th i s  l i m 
i t e d  C h a r l i e ’ s t r a n s v e s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  to s m u g g l i n g  a 
pai r  of  p a n t i e s  or h o s e ,  or a s l i p  f rom t he  b a t h r o o m  to  
hi s  ro o m at  n i g h t  and b a c k  a g a i n .

T h e n  one  Fr i d a y  n i g h t  h i s  u n c l e  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  he  
had to a t t e n d  a f o r e m e n ’s m e e t i n g  in Par ke r s bur g  the  
n e x t  d a y .  T h e  c o m p a n y  was  g o i n g  to pay hi s  e x p e n s e s ,  
and t he  f a m i l y  c o u l d  go  and shop w h i l e  he was in hi s  
m e e t i n g .  T h e n  t h e y  w o u l d  e a t  at  a n i c e  r e s t a u r a n t  
and t a k e  i n  a s h o w .  C h a r l i e  sa i d  h e ’d b e t t e r  s t a y  h o m e  
and work on h i s  E n g l i s h  as he  had a pa p e r  to w r i t e .  He  
was a l m o s t  t r e mb l i n g  in hi s  e x c i t e m e n t  at  the  t h o u g h t  
of  h a v i n g  t he  h o u s e  to  h i m s e l f  a l l  d a y .  His  h e a r t  sank  
as T h e l m a  sa i d  she  c o u l d n ’t go;  t he n  rose  a g a i n  as she  
e x p l a i n e d ,  "I h a v e  an a p p o i n t m e n t  at  the  b e a u t y  shop  
at  t e n  a . m .  and I ' v e  g o t  a d a t e  a f t e r  t h a t . ”

N e x t  m o r n i n g  he  c o u l d  h a r d l y  w a i t  for T h e l m a  to  
l e a v e .  She  w a s h e d  t he  b r e a k f a s t  d i s h e s ,  c l e a n e d  up 
t he  k i t c h e n ,  and put  out  a s m a l l  wa s h .  At l a s t  she l e f t  
j u s t  q u a r t e r  to t e n .  He w a t c h e d  t hr ough  the  l i v i n g  r oom  
w i n d o w  and as s oon  as she  t urned t he  c o r n e r  t oward  
t o wn  he  r a c e d  to  the  b a t h r o o m .

To  h i s  d i s m a y  t h e r e  was  n o t h i n g  i n  t he  l a u n d r y  
h a m p e r ,  but  s o m e  of  hi s  a u n t ' s  c l o t h e s .  He b r i e f l y
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c o n s i d e r e d  g o i n g  to the  g i r l s ’ dr e s s e r  d r a we r s  but  d e 
c i ded a g a i n s t  i t  and r e s i g n e d  h i m s e l f  to d o i n g  t he  b e s t  
he c o u l d  wi t h  wh a t  he  h a d .  Firs t  he  put  on the  p a n t i e s  
but t h e y  k e p t  f a l l i n g  down a b o u t  hi s  k n e e s ,  for e v e n  
though he  was  now f o u r t e e n ,  he  h a d n ’ t y e t  g r o wn e n o u g h  
in w a i s t  and hi ps  to we ar  hi s  a u n t ’s g a r m e n t s .  He f i n 
a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  in h o o k i n g  t he  bra,  w h i c h  h u n g  l o o s e l y  
on h i m as did the  s l i p  and dr e s s .  He p u l l e d  t he  b e l t  
of  t he  dress  as t i g h t  as i t  wo u l d  go ,  w h i c h  w a s n ’ t n e a r 
ly t i g h t  e n o u g h ,  but  did h e l p  h i m k e e p  t he  p a n t i e s  up 
t i l l  he c o u l d  r e a c h  t he  mi r r or  in the h a l l .

He p a r a d e d  around t he  h o u s e ,  g o i n g  in and out  of  
the  v a r i o u s  r o o ms  t i l l  i t  was  n e a r l y  n o o n .  He po u r e d  
h i m s e l f  a g l a s s  of  m i l k  and m a d e  a s a n d w i c h  for l u n c h ;  
t h e n  w e n t  to the  b a t h r o o m  to brush hi s  t e e t h .  S e e i n g  
l i p s t i c k  t he r e  he  put  s o me  on,  s m e a r i n g  i t  t h i c k .  He  
t he n  g o t  a pai r  of  hi s  a u n t ' s  h o s e  out  of  t he  h a m p e r  and  
put  t h e m on.  Li ke  the  p a n t i e s  t h e y  g r a d u a l l y  c a m e  
down whe n  he m o v e d .  He found a pa i r  of  h i g h  h e e l e d  
s l i p p e r s  and put  t h e m  on.  T h e y  a l s o  w e r e  m u c h  t oo  b i g  
and he s t u m b l e d  as he w a l k e d  in t h e m .

Runni ng a w k w a r d l y  to t he  h a l l  mi rror  a g a i n ,  he  
p o s e d ,  p o s t u r e d  and d a n c e d .  When he  f e l t  t he  p a n t i e s  
s l i d i n g  down hi s  h i ps ,  he  i m a g i n e d  h i m s e l f  t o  be a 
g i r l  d a n c i n g  wi t h  her  b o y f r i e n d  and h a v i n g  her  p a n t i e s  
f a l l  o f f .  In i m a g i n a r y  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  he  r e a c h e d  down  
to p u l l  t h e m  up.  When t he  e m o t i o n  c h a n g e d  to f r i g h t  
whe n  he  h e a r d  t he  sound of  a k e y  in t he  f r o n t  door!

Terror  s t r i k e n  at  t he  t h o u g h t  of  g e t t i n g  c a u g h t ,  he  
s t a r t e d  to run to t he  b a t h r o o m ,  c o m p l e t e l y  f o r g e t t i n g  
t h e - p a n t i e s  around h i s  k n e e s .  T h e y  s t o p p e d  hi s  a t t e m p 
t ed l o n g  s t r i d e ,  t hrew h i m  o f f  b a l a n c e ,  and he f e l l  to  
the  f l o o r .  He j u m p e d  up and s t a r t e d  to run a g a i n ,  but  
s t u m b l e d  in the  h i g h  h e e l s  and f e l l  a g a i n .  He k e p t  
t r y i n g  to  g e t  up and run,  but  t he  p a n t i e s  we r e  now  
around hi s  a n k l e s .  T h e y  t r i p p e d  h i m  and he f e l l  w i t h  
a t hump on hi s  b a c k s i d e  and l a y  t h e r e  p a n t i n g .

T h e l m a  had c o m e  in and,  s h u t t i n g  t he  door ,  had  
l e a n e d  a g a i n s t  i t  and w a t c h e d  h i m  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  
a n t i c s  t r y i n g  to e s c a p e .  She  b e g a n  l a u g h i n g  and  
l a u g h e d  so hard she had to s i t  in a c h a i r  to  g e t  her
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b r e a t h .  C h a r l i e ,  t oo  f r i g h t e n e d  to be  angry  at  her  
a m u s e m e n t ,  t r i e d  to  r i s e  a g a i n .  W i p i n g  the  t e a r s  from 
her  e y e s ,  she t o l d  h i m  t h a t  she  w o u l d n ’ t t e l l  a n y o n e .
She  u n t a n g l e d  the  p a n t i e s  and h o s e  and s l i p p e r s ,  r e m o v 
i n g  t h e m , a nd h e l p e d  h i m  to  h i s  f e e t .

"If  y o u ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in g i r l ’ s c l o t h e s ,  l e t ’s do thi s  
r i g h t ,  and g e t  y o u  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w i l l  f i t ,  " T h e l 
ma  s a i d ,  a d d i n g ,  ’’ I ' l l  m e a s u r e  y o u  so w e ’ l l  know what  
s i z e s  we n e e d . "

D u r i n g  t he  m e a s u r i n g  and s u b s e q u e n t  d r e s s i n g  she  
e x p l a i n e d  to h i m  t h a t  she  had b e c o m e  s u s p i c i o u s  whe n  
C h r i s t i n e  had d e n i e d  g e t t i n g  T h e l m a ’s l i n g e r i e ,  and 
s a i d  h er t h i n g s  had b e e n  d i s t u r b e d ,  t o o .  T h e l m a  had  
t h e n  s p i e d  on h i m  t i l l  she  was  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n  what  he  
was  d o i n g .  When he  had d i s c l o s e d  hi s  i n t e n t i o n  to  
s t a y  h o m e  t o d a y ,  she  q u i c k l y  had d e c i d e d  to b r i n g  
t h i n g s  to a h e a d  as s oon  as she r e t u r n e d  f rom the b e a u t y i  
s h o p .  F i n d i n g  h i m  d r e s s e d  as he  was  m a d e  i t  e a s i e r .

"But w h a t  a b o u t  your  d a t e ? "  he a s k e d .

" T h i s  i s  i t ,  " she  a n s w e r e d ,  her  e y e s  s h i n i n g  as she  
h e l p e d  h i m  d r e s s .

Fi rs t  he  put  on a pa i r  of  C h r i s t i n e ' s  s h e e r  b r i e f s ,  
w h i c h  f i t  h i s  h i p s  l i k e  a g l o v e ;  t h e n  to T h e l m a ’s room  
for one  of  her  bras ,  a w i r e d  one  i n t o  w h i c h  she s t u f f e d  
s o m e  h o s e  to f i l l  i t  out ;  b a c k  to C h r i s t i n e ' s  r o o m,  and 
a l a c y  h a l f  s l i p  and a s l i m  b l u e  ski r t ,  w h i c h  he  c o u l d  
f e e l  p r e s s i n g  a g a i n s t  h i s  h i p s  as he  w a l k e d  b a c k  to  
T h e l m a ' s  r o o m ,  w h e r e  she  h e l p e d  h i m put on a p u l l 
o v e r  s w e a t e r  and a p a i r  of  h o s e  wi t h  r o l l  on g a r t e r s  
w h i c h  we r e  t he  f a s h i o n  at  t ha t  t i m e .  She  t h e n  put  
m a k e u p  on h i m  and c o m b e d  hi s  ha i r  to l o o k  l i k e  a b o y 
i s h  b o b .  For t he  f i r s t  t i m e  he  n o t i c e d  t h a t  T h e l m a ’ s 
h a i r  had b e e n  c u t  e x t r e m e l y  s hor t .

When he had s l i p p e d  hi s  f e e t  i n t o  a pa i r  of  T h e l 
m a ’s h i g h  h e e l s ,  she  h e l p e d  h i m wa l k  around t he  ro o m  
a b i t ,  t h e n  t o o k  h i m  to the  h a l l  mi r r o r .  T h e  p r e s s u r e  
of  t he  t i g h t  s k i r t  a g a i n s t  hi s  h i ps  and the  s i d e  and  
f r o n t  of  h i s  t h i g h s  g a v e  h i m a p l e a s u r a b l e  f e e l i n g .

"S e e  w h a t  a p r e t t y  g i r l  you  a r e ! "  T h e l m a  e x 
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c l a i m e d ,  as t h e y  w a t c h e d  hi s  i m a g e  in the  mi r r o r .  " I 
j us t  h a v e  to ki ss  y o u ! ”

As she put  her  arms around h i m  and k i s s e d  h i m ,  he 
e x p e r i e n c e d  the  s t r a n g e s t  and m o s t  d e l i g h t f u l  f e e l i n g s .  
She t he n  s u g g e s t e d  t ha t  t h e y  try on s o m e  d i f f e r e n t  
c l o t h e s ,  to w h i c h  he  g l a d l y  a g r e e d .  Back in C h r i s t i n e ’ s 
r oom she had h i m  r e m o v e  the  ski r t  and h a l f  s l i p .  As 
he s t ood t h e r e  wi t h  h i s  w h i t e  sk i n  s h o w i n g  b e t w e e n  p a n -  
t i e s  and h o s e ,  she  b e n t  down to s t r a i g h t e n  t he  s e a m s  of  
t he  h o s e ,  and ran her  hands  a l o n g  t he  b a c k  of  h i s  t h i g h s .  
When he q u i v e r e d  wi t h  e x c i t e m e n t ,  she  p a t t e d  h i m  on 
t he  d e r r i e r e ,  and g o t  h i m  a s w i r l y  p e t t i c o a t  and f u l l  
ski r t  to  put  on.

With t he  c o s t u m e  c h a n g e  c o m p l e t e d  she l e d  h i m  
b a c k  to  the  h a l l  mi r r o r ,  wh e r e  she  had h i m  p o s e  and 
d a n c e  and w h i r l  t i l l  h i s  s k i r t s  f l e w  o u t .  When h e  s t o p 
ped to g e t  hi s  b r e a t h ,  she  a g a i n  t hrew her  arms  around  
h i m  and k i s s e d  h i m ,  t h i s  t i m e  p u t t i n g  one  hand on hi s  
hi ps  and s q u e e z i n g  g e n t l y .

" Y o u ' r e  t i r e d , ” she  s a i d ,  s o l i c i t o u s l y .  "Le t ' s  go  
b a c k  to my r oom and r e s t . ”

By t h i s  t i m e  he  had b e c o m e  so a c c u s t o m e d  to d o i n g  
what  she  a s ke d  t h a t  he  o b e y e d  w i t h o u t  a word wh e n  she  
t o l d  h i m to l i e  down on her  bed  and c l o s e  h i s  e y e s .
He l a y  t h e r e  r e s t i n g ,  h a l f  a s l e e p ,  w h i l e  T h e l m a  t i p 
t o e d  out  of  t he  r o o m .  He d i d n ’ t know she had r e t u r n e d  
t i l l  he  f e l t  her  l i p s  s o f t l y  t o u c h  h i s ,  and f e l t  the  w a r m 
th of  her  hand t hr ough the  ski r t  on h i s  t h i g h .

”Oh,  y o u ’re so p r e t t y ,  ” she  w h i s p e r e d .  "Just  k e e p  
your  e y e s  c l o s e d ,  and r e l a x  and r e s t . ”

He l a y  q u i e s c e n t ,  e y e s  c l o s e d ,  w h i l e  her  l i p s  p r e s s 
ed a g a i n s t  h i s  c h e e k s  h i s  e y e l i d s ,  h i s  f o r e h e a d ,  b a c k  
to h i s  own l i p s ,  and her  f i n g e r s  m a d e  t i n y  m o v e m e n t s  
a g a i n s t  h i s  t h i g h ;  t h e n  s l i d  down to h i s  k n e e ,  up and  
down hi s  n y l o n  c l a d  c a l f  a t i m e  or t wo ,  t h e n  b a c k  up 
to t he  k n e e ,  a b o v e  i t  to  t he  g a r t e r  to  r e s t  on bare  
f l e s h ,  c a r e s s i n g  t he  i n s i d e  of  h i s  t h i g h .

She  k e p t  w h i s p e r i n g  to h i m  to r e l a x  and r e s t ,  w h i l e
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her hand e x p l o r e d  under  the  s k i r t .  He f e l t  c o o l  air  
on h i s  l e g s  as she  r a i s e d  the  s ki r t ,  t he n  her  w e i g h t  
p r e s s e d  down upon h i m and he had a w o n d e r f u l  f e e l i n g  
of  w a r m t h .  He o p e n e d  hi s  e y e s  and was s t a r t l e d  to see  
t h a t  T h e l m a  had r e m o v e d  a l l  her  m a k e u p ,  and had  
c o m b e d  her  h a i r  i n  a s i d e  par t  l i k e  a b o y ’s.  She s m i l 
ed at  h i m ,  and wh e n  he s m i l e d  b a c k ,  she  t o l d  h i m to 
put  h i s  arms  around h e r .  He did so,  and was  c a r r i e d  
a w a y  i n  a f l o o d  of  s e n s a t i o n  l i k e  n o t h i n g  he  had e v e r  
k n o w n .................

When C h a r l i e  was  f i f t e e n ,  T h e l m a  m a r r i e d  and 
m o v e d  a w a y  f rom C o a l  C i t y .  He r e t r i e v e d  as ma n y  of  
her  c a s t o f f  g a r m e n t s  and c o s m e t i c s  as he c o u l d ,  and 
hi d  t h e m  unde r  a p i l e  of  t e e n a g e  j unk  in hi s  c l o s e t .
He wo u l d  put  t h e s e  on w h e n e v e r  he  c o u l d ,  but  hi s  d e 
s i re  to  be a g i r l  w a s n ’ t as s t r o ng  as i t  had b e e n ,  on 
a c c o u n t  of  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  wi t h  T h e l m a .

T h e  s u m m e r  b e f o r e  he was  a s e n i o r  in h i g h  s c h o o l  
he  w o r k e d  and e a r n e d  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to a t t e n d  a p h i l 
a t e l i c  c o n v e n t i o n  in C i n c i n n a t i .  His u n c l e  t h o u g h t  i t  
w o u l d  be  g o o d  foT h i m  to be on hi s  own for a w e e k ,  so 
hi s  a unt  p a c k e d  an o v e r n i g h t  b a g  for h i m ,  and he  
b o u g h t  a round tr i p bus t i c k e t  and d e p a r t e d .  Be f ore  
l e a v i n g  he s l i p p e d  i n t o  h i s  r o o m and put  a c o m p l e t e  
c h a n g e  o f  h i s  f e m i n i n e  g a r m e n t s  wi t h  hi s  o t her  c l o t h e s .

A r r i v i n g  in C i n c y  he  t o o k  a r oom at  an e x p e n s i v e  
h o t e l ,  and a t e  in e x p e n s i v e  r e s t a u r a n t s .  At n i g h t s  in  
hi s  r o o m he  wo u l d  dres s  up in hi s  f e m a l e  garb,  and put  
on t he  m a k e u p  he h a d .  He b e g a n  w e a r i n g  t he  p a n t i e s  
and n y l o n  h o s e  u n d e r n e a t h  hi s  m a l e  c l o t h i n g  dur i ng  the  
d a y .  He b o u g h t  s e v e r a l  s t a m p s  at  the  e x h i b i t i o n s  
w h i c h  he  a t t e n d e d  d u r i n g  the  d a y .  In t he  e v e n i n g s  he  
w e n t  to m o v i e s ,  w h i c h  t o o k  mo r e  of  hi s  m o n e y .

On T h u r s d a y  he  s t a r t e d  to  buy a s t a mp  he w a n t e d  
and d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  he was b r o k e .  He d i d n ’t e v e n  
h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n e y  to e a t  on hi s  way h o m e .  He t urned  
i n  h i s  re t urn  bus t i c k e t  for e a t i n g  m o n e y ,  and s t a r t e d  
to h i t c h h i k e  h o m e .  He p a c k e d  hi s  ba g  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  
t i m e  to c h a n g e ,  f o r g e t t i n g  t h a t  he  was  w e a r i n g  l i n g e r i e  
unde r  h i s  o t he r  c l o t h e s .

He s t a r t e d  w a l k i n g  out  H i g h w a y  50 toward the  c i t y
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l i m i t s .  He had  w a l k e d  on l y  a m i l e  or so whe n  a m a n  
s t o p p e d  and g a v e  h i m a r i d e .  When C h a r l i e  t o l d  h i m  
t h a t  he  was g o i n g  to C o a l  C i t y ,  t he  m a n  s a i d ,  " I ’l l  be 
in C l a r k s b u r g  a b o u t  n oon  S a t u r d a y .  You c a n  r i d e  wi t h  
me u n t i l  t h e n  i f  you  l i k e . ”

C h a r l i e ,  e m b a r r a s s e d ,  e x p l a i n e d  hi s  f i n a n c i a l  s i t 
u a t i o n ,  and t he  m a n ,  whos e  n a m e  was Ed H o l d e n  l a u g h 
ed ,  and sa i d  h e ’d t a k e  c a r e  of t he  b i l l s ,  j u s t  a d d i n g  
t h e m  to hi s  e x p e n s e  a c c o u n t .  C h a r l i e  a g r e e d  as he 
w a s n ’t e x p e c t e d  h o m e  t i l l  S a t u r d a y  a n y w a y .

Ho l d e n ,  a t r a v e l i n g  s a l e s m a n ,  was  a j o v i a l  f e l l o w ,  
l a u g h i n g  u p r o a r i o u s l y  a t  hi s  own j o k e s ,  wh i c h  he  was 
c o n t i n u a l l y  t e l l i n g ,  and s l a p p i n g  C h a r l i e  on t he  l eg  as 
he  l a u g h e d .  T h e  j o k e s  we r e  f u n n y ,  and  C h a r l i e  l a u g h e d  
a t  t h e m ,  t oo .  H o l d e n  s a i d  C h a r l i e  was l u c k y ;  o r d i n a r 
i l y  Ed n e v e r  d r o v e  t h i s  way,  u s u a l l y  d r i v i n g  s t r a i g h t  
n o r t h  f rom C i n c i n n a t i  t o  H a m i l t o n .  But  t o d a y  he  h a d  
to see a m a n  b r i e f l y  i n  W i l m i n g t o n ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  he 
woul d  d o u b l e  b a c k  t o  H a m i l t o n .

At W i l m i n g t o n  H o l d e n  p a r k e d  t he  c a r ,  and p a t t e d  
C h a r l i e  on t h e  l e g ,  s a y i n g ,  ’’J us t  s i t  t i g h t ,  k i d .  I ’ l l  
be b a c k  in  a few m i n u t e s . ”

In a b o u t  t w e n t y  m i n u t e s  he r e a p p e a r e d  and t h e y  
s t a r t e d  wes t  t o wa r d  H a m i l t o n .  E d ’s j o k e s  c o n t i n u e d  
and t he  l eg  s l a p p i n g  b e c a m e  c u r i o u s l y  g e n t l e .  At Leb-  
e n o n  t h e y  s t o p p e d  to e a t  l u n c h .  When t h e y  c a m e  out  
of  t he  c a f e  C h a r l i e  sank  b a c k  i n  t he  c a r  s e a t  and s i g h 
ed wi t h  t he  s a t i s f a c t i o n  of a f u l l  s t o m a c h .  Ed l a u g h e d  
and p a t t e d  C h a r l i e ’s l eg ,  r u n n i n g  hi s  h a n d  up and down 
t he  t h i g h  a t i m e  or t wo .  Ed m a d e  h i s  c a l l s  a t  H a m i l 
t on,  M i d d l e t o w n ,  and S p r i n g f i e l d ,  w h e r e  he  s a i d  t h e y  
woul d  spend  t he  n i g h t  a t  L i m a .

C h a r l i e  h ad  s t a y e d  up l a t e  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e  a n d  
t h i s ,  c o u p l e d  wi t h  t he  h u m of  t h e  c a r  h a d  m a d e  h i m  
d r o ws y .  He d o z e d ,  d i m l y  a w a r e  of Ed ' s  c e a s e l e s s  
c h a t t e r  and l a u g h t e r  and  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c a r e s s i v e n e s s  
in t he  t o u c h  of E d ’s h a n d  on hi s  l e g .  C u r i o u s l y  e n o u g h  
he was p l e a s u r a b l y  e x c i t e d  by t h e s e  g e s t u r e s .  S u d d e n 
ly hi s  mi n d  c a m e  wi d e  a w a k e ;  he  h a d  j u s t  r e m e m b e r e d  
the  f e m i n i n e  g a r m e n t s  he was w e a r i n g ,  and t h e r e  was  
a t i n g l e  of p l e a s u r e  a t  t h e  t h o u g h t  of E d ’s c a r e s s e s
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c o m b i n e d  wi t h  t he  c l o t h e s  he  h a d  on.  But  t h e r e  was 
a l s o  t h e  f e a r  of b e i n g  d i s c o v e r e d ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  f e a r  
was m u c h  w e a k e r  t h a n  hi s  e x c i t e m e n t ,  so he k e p t  hi s  
e y e s  c l o s e d  and s a t  s t i l l ,  w h i l e  E d ’s h a n d  c o n t i n u e d  its 
c a r e s s e s .  It  s l i p p e d  t o wa r d  hi s  k n e e ,  e n c o u n t e r i n g  the  
r i d g e  f o r m e d  by t h e  g a r t e r  h o l d i n g  up t he  s t o c k i n g .
T h e  h a n d  p a u s e d ,  f e l t  a l l  a r o u n d  t he  g a r t e r ,  r e p e a t e d  
t h i s  a c t i o n  on t he  o t h e r  l e g .  T h e  f i n g e r s  t h e n  b e g a n  
to  m a k e  t h e  s a m e  m o v e m e n t s  C h a r l i e  r e m e m b e r e d  
T h e l m a  m a k i n g .  He b e c a m e  so e x c i t e d  he  o p e n e d  hi s  
e y e s  and f o und  Ed l o o k i n g  a t  h i m  que  s t i  o n i n g l y .

’’You l i k e  t o  we a r  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  k i d ? ” he  a s k e d .

C h a r l i e  c o u l d  on l y  nod ,  b l u s h i n g .  Ed g r i n n e d  h a p 
p i l y  and s q u e e z e d  C h a r l i e ’s t h i g h  g e n t l y ,  k e e p i n g  th i s  
up t i l l ,  t h e y  c a m e  to a m o t e l  on the  o u t s k i r t s  of Li ma ,  
w h e r e  Ed go t  t h e m  a r o o m .  By t h i s  t i m e  C h a r l i e  had  
a d m i t t e d  t h a t  he  h ad  a c o m p l e t e  o u t f i t  of f e m i n i n e  
c l o t h e s .  Ed s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  e a t ,  and t h a t  C h a r l i e  
t h e n  ’’g e t  d r e s s e d  u p ” w h i l e  he m a d e  a s a l e s  c a l l .

" Wh e r e  d id y ou  l e a r n  to wa l k  l i k e  t h a t ? ” e x c l a i m 
ed Ed in a m a z e m e n t  on hi s  r e t u r n .  ’’And your  m a k e u p  
is as good  as any g i r l ’s ! ”

"My c o u s i n  t a u g h t  me  how t o  w a l k  and pu t  on make-1
up .  ”

’’Why,  y o u  c o u l d  pass  for  a g i r l  a n y t i m e ,  k i d ;  a l l  
you  n e e d  is l o n g  h a i r . "

Wi t h  t h a t ,  Ed k i s s e d  C h a r l i e ,  who was now t r e m b -  j 
l i n g  i n  hi s  e x c i t e m e n t .  Ed b e g a n  c a r e s s i n g  h i m  and 
he  d r i f t e d  of f  i n  a s ea  of p l e a s u r e ..............

N e x t  m o r n i n g  a t  C o l u m b u s  Ed r e t u r n e d  t o  t he  ca r  
f r o m hi s  c a l l  w i t h  a p a c k a g e  wh i c h  he  t o s s ed  i n  t he  
b a c k  s e a t ,  s a y i n g ,  " I ’ve go t  s o m e t h i n g  to show you 
l a t e r  o n . "

Ed m a d e  hi s  s t ops  a t  N e w a r k ,  Z a n e s v i l l e ,  Wheel ing,  
S t e u b e n v i l l e  and P i t t s b u r g h .  Af t e r  m a k i n g  hi s  c a l l  in 
P i t t s b u r g h ,  Ed d r o v e  t o  a m o t e l .  He s u g g e s t e d  t h e y  
t a k e  i n  a s how.  C h a r l i e  a g r e e d  and Ed a s ked  h i m  to 
go as a g i r l .  C h a r l i e  was a f r a i d ,  b u t  Ed a s s u r e d  h i m
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i t  would be a l r i g h t .

"Look wh a t  I go t  you ,  " he  s a i d ,  u n w r a p p i n g  the  
p a c k a g e  he h a d  b o u g h t  a t  C o l u m b u s ,  and  s h o w i n g  h i m  
a b e a u t i f u l  w i g .  " I t  w i l l  be t he  f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h .  Jus t  
t ry  i t  on.  ”

F a s c i n a t e d  by t h e  p r o s p e c t  of t he  l o v e l y  h a i r ,  
C h a r l i e  d r e s s e d .  Ed d r o v e  t he  ca r  d o w n t o w n  and p a r k e d  
i t  on a d i m l y  l i g h t e d  s t r e e t .  Th e  on l y  r e a l l y  b r i g h t  
l i g h t s  were  a t  t he  t h e a t e r  t i c k e t  o f f i c e ,  and Ed t o l d  
C h a r l i e  to ho l d  hi s  a r m as a g i r l  wo u l d  do,  w h i l e  Ed 
b o u g h t  t he  t i c k e t s .  I t  we n t  of f  f i n e ,  and C h a r l i e  was 
e n t r a n c e d  to be s i t t i n g  i n  t he  t h e a t e r  as a g i r l .

When Ed l e t  h i m  of f  a t  noon  S a t u r d a y  a t  C l a r k s b u r g  
he c a u g h t  a bus to C o a l  C i t y .  At h o m e  he h i d  h i s  new 
t r e a s u r e ,  t he  wig,  wi t h  t he  r e s t  of h i s  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s .  
His d e s i r e  to be a g i r l  now r e t u r n e d  wi t h  s uch  f o r c e  
t h a t  he f e l t  n e a r l y  o v e r w h e l m e d  wi t h  i t  as he  l ay  on 
hi s  bed  r e l i v i n g  hi s  e x p e r i e n c e s  wi t h  Ed H o l d e n ;

He s e l d o m  we n t  out  a n y w h e r e  wi t h  t he  f a m i l y  when  
t h e y  we r e  to be g o n e  l a t e  at  n i g h t .  As soon  as t h e y  
l e f t  he  wou l d  s t r i p  and don hi s  f e m i n i n e  g a r m e n t s .  He 
b e g a n  w a l k i n g  a r o u n d  in  t he  b a c k y a r d  in  t h e s e  c l o t h e s .  
One n i g h t  when  t he  f a m i l y  was g o n e  for  t he  n i g h t  he  
d r e s s e d  up and as he  w a t c h e d  h i m s e l f  in t h e  m i r r o r  he 
m a d e  a f a t e f u l  d e c i s i o n .  He w a l k e d  t h r o u g h  t he  b a c k  
ya r d  t o  t h e  a l l e y ,  w a l k e d  up t he  a l l e y  to t he  s t r e e t .

He saw no one c o m i n g  so he c r o s s e d  t he  s t r e e t  and 
c o n t i n u e d  on up t he  a l l e y  to t he  n e x t  s t r e e t ,  t h e n  r e 
t u r n e d  h o m e .  He did t h i s  e v e r y  t i m e  he h ad  t h e  h o u s e  
to h i m s e l f  o v e r n i g h t ,  e a c h  t i m e  b e c o m i n g  b o l d e r  and 
e v e n t u a l l y  v e n t u r i n g  out  on t h e  m o r e  d i m l y  l i g h t e d  
s t r e e t s  and g e t t i n g  f a r t h e r  f r om h o m e .

T h a t  C h r i s t m a s  hi s  u n c l e ’s f a m i l y  w e n t  to C h i c a g o  
to v i s i t  T h e l m a  and h e r  h u s b a n d .  C h a r l i e  d i d n ’t go,  
as he  h ad  a j ob  for  t he  t wo we e k s ,  so he  h a d  t he  p l a c e  
to h i m s e l f  for a wh o l e  w e e k .  Ever y  n i g h t  he  d r e s s e d  up 
and w a l k e d  a r o u n d  on t he  s t r e e t s .

One n i g h t  he  was w a l k i n g  a l o n g  a d i m  s t r e e t  wh e n  
a c a r  p u l l e d  up b e s i d e  h i m .  He was t e r r i f i e d  to see
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Hugh T a t u m ,  t he  t own m a r s h a l l ,  b e h i n d  t h e  w h e e l .  
T a t u m  was a gross  m a n ,  wi t h  t h i c k ,  b l u b b e r y  l i ps ,  a 
r ed  b u l b o u s  nose  and  f l e s h y  j o w l s .  He w e i g h e d  a b o u t  
250 p o u n d s .

C h a r l i e  a v e r t e d  hi s  f a c e  and k e p t  w a l k i n g .  T a t u m  
j u m p e d  out  of t he  c a r ,  q u i c k  d e s p i t e  hi s  s i z e ,  and s e i z  
ed C h a r l i e ' s  a r m .  In a p a n i c ,  C h a r l i e  t r i e d  to t e a r  
h i m s e l f  l o o s e .  S u s p i c i o u s ,  T a t u m  s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  j u s t  see 
who you  a r e ,  g i r l i e . "

S e i z i n g  t he  pu r s e  C h a r l i e  c a r r i e d  he  s e a r c h e d  i t  
t h o r o u g h l y ,  f i n d i n g  t he  u s u a l  s t u f f  a g i r l  wou l d  h a v e - -  
l i p s t i c k ,  c o m p a c t ,  h a n k i e ,  s ome  m o n e y - - b u t  no d r i v e r ’s 
l i c e n s e  or o t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  Th i s  s e e m e d  t o  e n r a g e  
T a t u m  .

"No i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  h e y ? "  he  s a i d .  " You  mu s t  be 
one  of t h e m  b i g  c i t y  c h i p p i e s .  L e t ’s go for  a l i t t l e  
r i d e  . "

T a t u m  d r o v e  a c o u p l e  of b l o c k s  to a d a r k  a l l e y ,  
w h e r e  he  t u r n e d  of f  t h e  l i g h t s  and m a d e  C h a r l i e  g e t  in 
t h e  b a c k  s e a t ,  c l i m b i n g  in  wi t h  h i m .  C h a r l i e  f e l t  
T a t u m ' s  l i p s  s l o b b e r i n g  on h i m .

"No!  N o ! "  he  w h i m p e r e d  in a wh i s p e r ,  s t r u g g l i n g  
to  g e t  l o o s e .

" J u s t  t a k e  i t  e a s y ,  g i r l i e , "  T a t u m  s a i d ,  p l a c a t i n g -  
l y ,  h i s  h a m l i k e  h a n d s  f u m b l i n g  u n d e r  C h a r l i e ' s  s k i r t s .  
T h e n  h a r s h l y ,  "Why,  y ou  a i n ' t  no g i r l  a t  a l l .  Y o u ’re 
one of t h e m  b i g  c i t y  q u e e r s .  I ' l l  t e a c h  you to c o m e  
to my t o w n . "

C h a r l i e ' s  b r e a t h  was n e a r l y  c r u s h e d  out  of h i m  by 
T a t u m ' s  w e i g h t .  He s t r u g g l e d  h a r d e r  and T a t u m  s l a p p 
ed h i m .  He l a y  s o b b i n g ,  t h e m  s c r e a m e d  i n  p a i n .  T a t 
um l a i d  a b i g  h a n d  ove r  h i s  m o u t h  to m u f f l e  hi s  s c r eam,  
and he f a i n t e d .  When he  r e t u r n e d  to c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
T a t u m  was k i c k i n g  h i m  out  of t he  c a r .  He l ay  s obb i ng  j 
wi t h  p a i n  as T a t u m  d r o v e  of f  g r o w l i n g ,  " G e t  b a c k  to 
t h e  b i g  c i t y ,  you  q u e e r ,  and d o n ' t  e v e r  l e t  me c a t c h  
you  in my town a g a i n . "

For  an e t e r n i t y  of a g o n y  C h a r l i e  w a l k e d ,  t i l l  he
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r e a c h e d  h o m e .  He t o o k  a h o t  s h o we r  and f e l l  on the  
bed in an e x h a u s t e d  s t u p o r .  When he a w o k e  n e x t  m o r n 
i ng ,  he  d e s t r o y e d  a l l  t he  f e m i n i n e  w a r d r o b e  i n  hi s  
c l o s e t .  He h u r t  for  days ,  and f e l t  u n c l e a n  for  w e e k s .
He d e c i d e d  he  d i d n ' t  wa n t  to be a g i r l ,  and t h o u g h t  he 
woul d  n e v e r  wa n t  to w e a r  f e m i n i n e  g a r m e n t s  a g a i n .

Before  a y e a r  had  p a s s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  he f e l t  t he  
f a m i l i a r  urge  to " d r e s s  u p " .  He now used h i s  a u n t ' s  
c l o t h e s  as he had  g rown  l a r g e r .  He c o u l d  use a l m o s t  
a n y t h i n g ,  t h o u g h  he had  to  be  e x t r a  c a r e f u l  of he r  
d r e s s e s ,  for  he h ad  no way of  e x p l a i n i n g  i f  a n y t h i n g  
h a p p e n e d  to t h e m .  L i n g e r i e  was a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .  He 
o f t e n  b r o u g h t  in h e r  wash and f o l d e d  and p u t  a w a y  
e v e r y t h i n g .  His  t h o u g h t f u l n e s s  so i m p r e s s e d  h e r  t h a t  
she n e v e r  n o t i c e d  t h a t  any of h e r  l i n g e r i e  h a d  b e e n  d i s 
t u r b e d ;  he had  p u t  mos t  of i t  a wa y  in h e r  d r e s s e r ,  a n y 
wa y .  H o w e v e r ,  he  was a f r a i d  to d ress  t oo  f r e q u e n t l y ,  
and n e v e r  l e f t  t h e  h ous e  whe n  he d i d . . .

Ag a i n  hi s  t h o u g h t s  we r e  i n t e r r u p t e d  by t he  c l a n g i n g  
of t he  h o u r l y  w a r n i n g  b e l l .  He n o t e d  wi t h  s u r p r i s e  
t h a t  i t  was e i g h t  a . m .  T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  was l a t e ;  
h e ' d  b e e n  a r r i v i n g  in t i m e  for  t h e m  to m a k e  t he  e i g h t  
o ' c l o c k  h o u r l y  c h e c k  t o g e t h e r .  C h a r l i e  s h r u g g e d ,  and 
m a d e  t he  c h e c k  a l o n e ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  t he  s u p e r  had  
b e e n  d e l a y e d  and woul d  soon s how.  But wh e n  10 o ’c l o c k  
c a m e  wi t h  no s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  he b e c a m e  u n e a s y ,  and a t  
noon  he  d e c i d e d  to i n v e s t i g a t e .

He t ook  t he  e l e v a t o r  t o  t he  s u r f a c e  and l o o k e d  out  
t he  wi ndow t o wa r d  the  p a r k i n g  l o t .  T h e  g r o u n d  was 
c o v e r e d  wi t h  an u n s e a s o n a b l y  l a t e  s now.  T h e  on l y  c a r  
he  c o u l d  see  was t h e  one t he  p i c k e t s  h a d  c o m e  i n .  Not  
a h u m a n  was in s i g h t ,  and not  a t r a c k  in t he  t h i n  l a y e r  
of snow.  He v e n t u r e d  o u t s i d e  t he  b u i l d i n g  and s t i l l  
saw no o n e .  He u n l o c k e d  t he  g a t e  to t he  p a r k i n g  l o t  
and f ound t he  t wo p i c k e t s  l y i n g  b e s i d e  t he  c a r .  He 
r us he d  ov e r  and f e l t  t h e m - - n o  h e a r t  b e a t  - - d e a d  !

Wi th a s i n k i n g  f e e l i n g  in his  h e a r t  C h a r l i e  s t a r t e d  
r u n n i n g  down t he  r oad  t o wa r d  t own a b o u t  a m i l e  a w a y .  
The  few ca r s  he  saw we r e  e i t h e r  p a r k e d  or h ad  c r a s h e d  
i n t o  b u i l d i n g s ,  cu r b s ,  p o l e s .  He r a n  b a c k  to t he  p a r k 
i n g  l o t ,  go t  the p i c k e t s ’ c a r  and d r o v e  to t h e  s u p e r i n 
t e n d e n t ' s  h o m e  a b o u t  t w e n t y  m i l e s  a w a y .  U n a b l e  to
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r o u s e  a n y o n e  he  t o r e  off  t he  s c r e e n ,  b r o k e  t he  g l a s s  and 
c l i m b e d  t h r o  lgh t he  F r e n c h  wi n d o ws  i n t o  t he  l i v i n g  
r o o m .  He found  t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  l y i n g  in  t he  h a l l  
j u s t  o u t s i d e  h i s  b e d r o o m ,  h o l d i n g  h i s  h e a d  wi t h  b o t h  
h a n d s .  Lo o k i n g  i n t o  t he  b e d r o o m  he saw t he  s u p e r i n 
t e n d e n t ’s wi f e  h o l d i n g  h e r  h e a d ,  a l s o .  He r e m e m b e r e d  
t h a t  t h e  p i c k e t s  and  t h e  p e o p l e  h e ’d s e e n  in t he  ca r s  
h a d  b e e n  h o l d i n g  t h e i r  h e a d s  t he  s a m e  wa y .

C h a r l i e  now r e c a l l e d  an  a r t i c l e  he  h ad  r e a d  in t he  
S u n d a y  s u p p l e m e n t  a f ew m o n t h s  b e f o r e .  A g r oup  of  
s c i e n t i s t s  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  h ad  e s 
t a b l i s h e d  a l a b o r a t o r y  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a t  M o r g a n t o w n ,  
w h e r e  t h e y  we r e  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  wi t h  wh a t  t he  news p a p e r s  
c a l l e d  " d e a t h  r a y s ” . T h e  s c i e n t i s t s  had  p o o h p o o h e d  
t h e  t e r m  " d e a t h  r a y " ,  b u t  h ad  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t he  s u p e r 
s o n i c  wa v e s  c o u l d  c a u s e  s e v e r e  p a i n s  in t h e  h e a d ,  and,  
t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  a t  l e a s t ,  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  d e a t h .  C h a r l i e  
r e a s o n e d  t h a t  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  mu s t  h a v e  g o t t e n  out  of 
c on tr  o l .

In a p a n i c  he  j u m p e d  i n  t he  c a r  and d r o v e  of f  t o 
wa rd  h o m e .  J u s t  b e f o r e  he  r e a c h e d  h o m e  t he  c a r  s p u t t 
e r e d  and  d i e d ,  o u t  of g a s .  He l e a p e d  out  and r an  down 

, t he  s t r e e t  s h o u t i n g ,  " C a n  a n y b o d y  h e a r  me !  Ca n  a n y 
b ody  h e a r  m e ! "

T h e r e  was no a n s w e r .  He saw hi s  old ca r  s i t t i n g  in 
t h e  d r i v e w a y .  He l e a p e d  in ,  s t a r t e d  t he  m o t o r  and 
r o a r e d  down t h e  r o a d  t h r o u g h  C o a l  C i t y  to C l a r k s b u r g ,  
to M o r g a n t o w n ,  h o n k i n g  h i s  h o r n  and s h o u t i n g ,  "Is a n y 
one  a l i v e ?  Answer  m e ! "

Like  a b e s e r k  r o b o t  he  d r o v e ,  s c r e a m i n g  t i l l  he  
was  h o a r s e ,  and k e p t  on t i l l  h i s  v o i c e  b e c a m e  a m e r e  
c r o a k ,  t o  W a y n e s b o r o  and U n i o n t o w n ,  t o  P i t t s b u r g h  and 
W a s h i n g t o n ,  W h e e l i n g ;  t h e n  to S t e u b e n v i l l e  and C o l u m 
bus and D a y t o n  and C i n c i n n a t i .  He r e  he  c a l m e d  down 
l o n g  e n o u g h  to t h i n k  of t he  t e l e p h o n e .  He r u s h e d  i n t o  
t h e  p h o n e  b u i l d i n g ,  p u s h e d  t he  b ody  of an o p e r a t o r  out 
of  t he  way ,  and s t a r t e d  d i a l i n g  n u m b e r s  by l o n g  d i s t a n 
ce  d i a l i n g .

F i r s t  he  d i a l e d  hi s  c o u s i n  T h e l m a  in  C h i c a g o .  He 
l e t  t he  p h o n e  r i n g  25 t i m e s - - n o  ans we r !  He t r i e d  New 
York ,  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  M e x i c o  C i t y ,  London ,  P a r i s ,
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Toyko,  Auck land.  He co u ld n ’ t rouse anyone,  anywhere.

In a d a z e  he  d r o v e  e a s t w a r d ,  m o r e  s l o w l y  now,  
t h r o u g h  C h i l l e c o t h e ,  and P a r k e r s b u r g ,  to C o a l  C i t y .
He p a r k e d  t he  c a r ,  s t a g g e r e d  to hi s  r o o m ,  and f e l l  on 
t he  b ed ,  c r y i n g ,  "Oh,  wh a t  s h a l l  I do?  Al l  a l o n e  i n  t he  
wo r l d !  Wha t  sh a l l I do!  ”

He s l e p t  f i t f u l l y ,  t oo  t i r e d  and  h u n g r y  t o  s l e e p  
s o u n d l y ,  s i n c e  h e ’d b e e n  w i t h o u t  e i t h e r  s l e e p  or food 
for  over  t h r e e  d a y s .  Ab o u t  s e v e n  t h a t  n i g h t  he  was 
f o r c e d  a w a k e  by h u n g e r .  He w e n t  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n  w h e r e  
he  a t e  some  c a n n e d  p e a c h e s  a n d  d r a n k  t he  l a s t  of  a 
q u a r t  of m i l k .  When he s t e p p e d  ou t  on t he  s e r v i c e  p o r 
ch to pu t  t he  e m p t y  m i l k  c a r t o n  in  t h e  t r a s h  box ,  a 
p a i r  of  h i s  a u n t ’s p a n t i e s  h a n g i n g  on t he  l i n e  c a u g h t  
hi s  e y e .  He was s u d d e n l y  f i l l e d  wi t h  an o v e r w h e l m i n g  
d e s i r e  to p u t  t h e m  on.  Wi th q u i c k  m o t i o n s  he  s n a t c h e d  
t h e m  off  t he  l i n e ,  r a n  t o  t he  b a t h r o o m  and s t r i p p e d .  
R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  he  was c o v e r e d  wi t h  t h e  s w e a t  and d us t  
of hi s  l o n g  d r i v e ,  he  t o o k  a h o t  b a t h  and p u t  on t he  
p a n t i e s .  He t h e n  e n t e r e d  hi s  a u n t ’s r o o m  a n d  d o n n e d  
b r a ,  s l i p ,  d re ss ,  hos e  and s l i p p e r s .  As he  p o s ed  b e f o r e  
t h e  d r e s s e r  m i r r o r  he  f e l t  h i s  t e n s i o n s  s l i p p i n g  a w a y  
u n d e r  t he  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  food i n  h i s  s t o m a c h  and  t h e  
h o t  b a t h .  He l ay  down on the  bed  and  was a s l e e p  i n  a 
few m i n u t e s .

Ne x t  m o r n i n g  whe n  he a w o k e  i t  was d a y l i g h t .  He 
f e l t  r e f r e s h e d  b u t  r a v e n o u s l y  h u n g r y -  S t i l l  w e a r i n g  
t he  f e m i n i n e  g a r m e n t s ,  he  m a d e  a h e a r t y  b r e a k f a s t  of  
eggs ,  b a c o n ,  t o a s t  and c o f f e e .  A f t e r  w a s h i n g  the  
d i s h e s  h e  b a t h e d  a g a i n ,  d u s t i n g  h i m s e l f  g e n e r o u s l y  
wi t h  body  p o w d e r .  His mi n d  now busy m a k i n g  p l a n s  
for  t he  f u t u r e ,  he  a g a i n  e n t e r e d  hi s  a u n t ’s b e d r o o m ,  
wh e r e  he  d r e s s e d  wi t h  g r e a t  c a r e .

F i r s t  he  pu t  on a d a i n t y  g a r t e r  b e l t ;  t h e n  s h e e r  
b r i e f s ;  a b r a  wi t h  f o a m  r u b b e r ;  a l a c y  s l i p ;  a p i n k  
k n i t t e d  s u i t  he  h ad  o f t e n  a d m i r e d  b u t  n e v e r  d a r e d  to 
we a r ;  hos e  and t he  p r e t t i e s t  p a i r  of h i g h  h e e l s  h e  
c o u l d  f i nd in  hi s  a u n t ’s c l o s e t .  A f t e r  a p p l y i n g  l i p s t i c k  
and d r a w i n g  a h a t  ove r  hi s  m a s c u l i n e  h a i r ,  he  p u t  on 
a c o a t ,  g o t  i n  t he  c a r  and d r o v e  of f .

TO BE CONTINUED IN TVia # 24.
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^Uat RiLlical OnfuncttiM*

by V ir g in ia

One of our  r e a d e r s  has  a s k e d  me  to c o m m e n t  on the 
b i b l i c a l  p a s s a g e  f r om D e u d e r o n o m y  2 2 : 5 wh i c h  says ,
"A wo ma n  s h a l l  no t  we a r  t h a t  wh i c h  p e r t a i n e t h  u n t o  a 
man ,  n e i t h e r  s h a l l  a ma n  pu t  on a w o m a n ' s  g a r m e n t ;  
for  wh o s o e v e r  d o e t h  t h e s e  t h i n g s  is an a b o m i n a t i o n  u n 
to J e h o v a h  t hy god .  "

My c o m m e n t  t a k e s  s e v e r a l  f o r ms :  In t he  f i r s t  p l 
a c e  l e t  us c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h i s  p a s s a g e  c o m e s  as b u t  one 
of a l a r g e  n u m b e r  of  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  l aws  and r u l e s  of 
c o n d u c t  wh i ch  we r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of t he  b i b -  
l e to t he  c o n d i t i o n s  of  t he  t i m e .  T h e n  l e t  us r e m e m b e r  
t h a t  one c a n  " p r o v e  a n y t h i n g  by t h e  b i b l e ” , m e a n i n g  
of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  a l l  k i n d s  of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of  a l l e g o r 
i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  c a n  be  m a d e  and s i n c e  t h e  b i b l e  is f u l l  
of  p a r a b l e s ,  a l l e g o r i e s  e t c . . o n e  c a n ,  b y  s e a r c h i n g  d i l 
i g e n t l y  e n o u g h  f i nd  s o me  b i t  of  t e x t  t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  mo s t  a n y t h i n g  he wi s h e s  b i b l i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  
f or .  Nex t ,  is t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who b e l i e v e  
t he  b i b l e  l i t e r a l l y  ( wh e n  i t  f i t s  t h e i r  p u r p o s e s  and no n -  
l i t e r a l l y  in m a n y  o t h e r  c a s e s )  and t h o s e  who r e a l i z e  
t h a t  wh a t  was sa i d  t h e r e  is i n  m a n y  c a s e s  b o t h  a l l e g o r 
ical* or s y m b o l i c  AND t h a t  i t  was s a i d  for  t he  c i r c u m 
s t a n c e s  of t he  t i m e  and n e e d  n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  f i t  
a l l  f u t u r e  t i m e s .

If  one is g o i n g  to  t a k e  t h e  q u o t e d  p a s s a g e  l i t e r a l 
ly,  out  of  c o n t e x t  b o t h  in  t he  b i b l i c a l  t e x t  and f r om 
t he  p o i n t  of  v i ew of  t he  t i m e s ,  t h e n  i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  a l l  
o t h e r  p a s s a g e s  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  e q u a l l y  l i t e r a l l y .  Fot  
i n s t a n c e ,  m o n o g a m y  m u s t  o b v i o u s l y  be  wr o n g  s i n c e  
D e u t .  21:15 s t a r t s  ou t ,  'Hi a m a n  h a v e  t wo  w i v e s ,  t h e  
one b e l o v e d  and t he  o t h e r  h a t e d . . . ” E v i d e n t l y  i t  is 
b i b l i c a l l y  l i t e r a l l y  p e r m i s s i b l e  t o  h a v e  t wo  w i v e s .
De u t .  22 : 2 2  says ,  " I f  a m a n  be f ound  l y i n g  wi t h  a wo m
an m a r r i e d  to a h u s b a n d  t h e n  t h e y  s h a l l  b o t h  of  t h e m  
d i e . . . ” P r e t t y  g r u e s o m e  p u n i s h m e n t  for  a d u l t e r y  w h i c h  
is r a t h e r  c o m m o n  i n  our  d a y .  D e u t .  2 5 : 5, I f  b r e t h e r n
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d w e l l  t o g e t h e r ,  and  one  of  t h e m  d i e ,  and h a v e  no son,  
t h e  wi f e  of  t h e  d e a d  s h a l l  n o t  be m a r r i e d  w i t h o u t  un t o  
a s t r a n g e r ;  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s b r o t h e r  s h a l l  go in u n t o  h e r  
and  t a k e  h e r  t o  h i m  t o  w i f e - - e t c . "  Thus  t he  wi dow 
m u s t  be t a k e n  t o  wi f e  by a b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  i t  is no t  a 
m a t t e r  of  c h o i c e *  We d o n ’t r e c o g n i z e  a n y t h i n g  l i k e  
t h i s  t o d a y  do w e ?  Ve r s e  18 of C h a p t e r  21 D e u t e r o n o m y  
p r e s c r i b e s  d e a t h  by s t o n i n g  for  a " s t u b b o r n  and r e b e l -  
i o u s  s o n " .  P r e t t y  d r a s t i c  I say and a l o n g  way f r om the 
e n l i g h t e n e d  j u v e n i l e  j u s t i c e  t h a t  we a t t e m p t  t o d a y .

My r e a s o n  for  c i t i n g  t h e s e  o t h e r  c h a p t e r s  is on l y  to 
show t h a t  we do n o t  o b s e r v e  t h e m  l i t e r a l l y  a n y m o r e  be
c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  ou t  of  c o n t e x t  i n  p l a c e ,  c u l t u r e  and 
t i m e .  Th u s ,  I say i t  is w i t h  t h e  one a b o u t  c l o t h i n g .
But  t h e r e  is m o r e  t o  be  s a i d  h e r e  t o o .  H o m o s e x u a l i t y  
was  a w e l l  k n o wn  p h e n o m e n o n  in  b i b l i c a l  t i m e s  as i t  is 
t o d a y  and a l s o  as t h e y  do t o d a y  s o m e  h o m o s e x u a l  p e r 
sons  a f f e c t  f e m i n i n e  ways  and c l o t h i n g  t h e  e a s i e r  to 
a t t r a c t  o t h e r  m a l e s .  Nor  was t h e  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  of 
t h o s e  days  any  m o r e  l i m i t e d  t o  m e n  t h a t  i t  is t o d a y .  
T h u s  t he  p r o s c r i p t i o n  a g a i n s t  c r os s  d r e s s i n g  was in  e f 
f e c t  a p r o s c r i p t i o n  a g a i n s t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  U n d o u b t e d 
ly t h e r e  we r e  T V ’s i n  t h o s e  t i m e s ,  b u t  t h e n  as u n t i l  
v e r y  r e c e n t l y  t h e y  wo u l d  h a v e  b e e n  l o s t  and c o v e r e d  
o v e r  by t he  mas s  of h o m o s e x u a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  and a c t i o n s .  
I t  is c e r t a i n l y  t oo  m u c h  t o  c r e d i t  t he  e a r l y  He b r e ws  
w i t h  t he  w i s d o m  t o  m a k e  a d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  h ad  no t  b e 
c o m e  a p p a r e n t  to m o d e r n  m a n  u n t i l  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 
t h i s  c e n t u r y  ( and  t h e n  on l y  t o  an e n l i g h t e n e d  f e w) .  It  
s e e m s  an u n i n t e l l i g e n t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t he  b i b l i c a l  
p a s s a g e  to  be c o n c e r n e d  wi t h  t h e  l i t e r a l  words  w r i t t e n  
r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  t he  p r a c t i c e  b e i n g  c o n d e m n e d .  T h e r e  
is no d o u b t  t h a t  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  was r e c o g n i z e d ,  c o n d e m 
ned  and p r o s e c u t e d  in  t h o s e  t i m e s .  Even  t he  n a m e  
s o d o m y  c o m e s  f r om t h e  C i t y  of S o d o m wh i c h  a l o n g  
w i t h  G o m a r r a h  was  d e s t r o y e d  b e c a u s e  " t h e i r  s in is ve r y  
g r i e v o u s "  ( t h e  b i b l e  does  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m e n t i o n  what  
t h e  s in was  b u t  i t  is a l w a y s  p r e s u m e d  to be h o m o s e x 
u a l i t y )  .

T h e r e  is a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n  to be  made  
a l s o ,  and t h a t  is t h a t  t h e  p r o s c r i p t i o n  a g a i n s t  w o m e n  
d r e s s i n g  i n  m e n ’s c l o t h e s  c o m e s  f i r s t  and i t  is t h e r e 
f o r e  e v i d e n t l y  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t .  S i n c e  i n  b i b l i c a l  t i mes
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f e m a l e  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  was of c o n s i d e r a b l e  l es s  i m p o r 
t a n c e  t h a n  t h a t  of  t he  m a l e  i t  wou l d  s e e m  o u t  of p l a c e  
t h a t  t he  p r o s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  f e m a l e  s h o u l d  h a v e  t he  
p l a c e  of p r o m i n a n c e .  It  is mo r e  l i k e l y ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  me 
t h a t  t he  p r o s c r i p t i o n  r e f e r r e d  to was n o t  r e l a t e d  t o  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a t  a l l .  In mo s t  p r i m i t i v e  t r i b e s  and 
a m o n g  t h e  He b r e ws  e v e n  down t o  t o d a y ,  t he  m a l e  is  
m u c h  mo r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  f e m a l e  in  a l m o s t  a l l  
wa ys .  Thus  t he  a t t e m p t  by a f e m a l e  t o  t a k e  on or a d 
opt  any of t he  p r i v e l e g e s  or p r e r e q u i s i t e s  of  m a s c u l i n 
i t y  m i g h t  w e l l  be  a c o n d i s e r a b l e  t r a n s g r e s s i o n  in i t s e l f  
and one wh i c h  wou l d  n e e d  to be  s e t  f o r t h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
a l o n g  wi t h  a l l  t he  r e s t  of t he  l aws  p r o m u l g a t e d  i n  t h i s  
s e c t i o n  of D e u t e r o n o m y .  A f e m a l e  m a s q u e r a d i n g  as a 
m a n  and e n t e r i n g  wh e r e  she s ho u l d  n o t  be or a d o p t i n g  
t he  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  of  t he  m a l e  wo u l d  c e r t a i n l y  
be s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  n e e d e d  p r o s c r i p t i o n .  R i ng i n g  t h e  
m a l e  i n  on t he  p r o s c r i p t i o n  whe n  i t  is c o n s i d e r e d  in  
t h i s  l i g h t  p r o b a b l y  was m e r e l y  a way of k e e p i n g  t h e  
s c o r e  e v e n -  - w h a t  she m u s t n ’t do he m u s t n ’t e i t h e r - -  
bu t  mo r e  t h a n  t h a t  i t  wo u l d  be d e b a s i n g  for  t he  l o r d l y  
m a l e  i n  t h a t  t y p e  of c u l t u r e  to l o w e r  h i m s e l f  t o  p u t 
t i n g  on f e m a l e  a t t i r e .  S o m e t h i n g  l i k e  a C o l o n e l  i n  
t he  Army t a k i n g  of f  h i s  o f f i c e r s  ba r s ,  t h r o w i n g  a wa y  
hi s  " s c r a m b l e d  e g g ” h a t  and e a t i n g  in  t he  p r i v a t e ’ mess.

No,  I t h i n k  TVs n e e d  h a v e  no c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h i s  
b i b l i c a l  i n j u n c t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  c e r t a i n l y  ' w a s n ’t a i m e d  
a t  TVs as we a r e  t h i n k i n g  of t h e m ,  i t  p r o b a b l y  was  no t  
e v e n  a i m e d  a t  h o m o s e x u a l  c r os s  d r e s s i n g .  I t  a l m o s t  
s u r e l y  was s i m p l y  a i m e d  a t  k e e p i n g  w o m a n  i n  h e r  p l a c e  
and m a n  in h i s - - s e v e r a l  c u t s  h i g h e r  on t he  s c a l e  of  
t h i n g s .  On t op  of  t h i s ,  wh e n  you  c o n s i d e r  t he  q u o t a t i o n  
f rom St .  T h o m a s ’ Go s p a l  as g i v e n  on t he  b o t t o m  of t h e  
i n s i d e  f r o n t  c o v e r  of T V i a ,  and o t h e r  b i b l i c a l  and m e t 
a p h y s i c a l  s t a t e m e n t s  and c o n c e p t i o n s ,  t he  i d e a  of  a 
b l e n d i n g  of m a s c u l i n e  and f e m i n i n e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  in  
one mo r e  c o m p l e t e  t o t a l i t y  is v a s t l y  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  
t h a n  t he  c l o t h e s  an i n d i v i d u a l  w e a r s .  T h e  c l o t h e s  
onl y  s e r ve  as s y mb o l s  of  t h i s  and as a m e a n s  of  p s y 
c h i c a l l y  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h i s  f e a t  w h i c h  in  m o s t  c a s e s  
is o t h e r w i s e  d i f f i c u l t  or i m p o s s i b l e .

V i r g i n i a
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fcaah (leuleia

I C H ANGED MY j j X ,  by Hedy  Jo S t a r  
( f o r m e r l y  C a r l  Ro l l i n s  H a m m o n d s ) ,  160 pp .  No v e l  

Books,  I n c . ,  C h i c a g o ,  1 963;  750 .

T h i s  p a p e r b a c k  p r e s e n t s ,  in v e r y  r e a d a b l e  s t y l e ,  
the s t o r y  of t he  f i r s t  t r a n s e x a l  o p e r a t i o n  to be c a r r i e d  
ou t  i n  t he  U . S . A .  In J u n e ,  1962,  a t  M e m p h i s ,  T e n n .  
t h e  b a r r i e r s  f i n a l l y  f e l l ,  and we h a v e  a t  l a s t  r e a c h e d  
t he  d e g r e e  of c i v i l i z a t i o n  f ound  i n  Eur ope  and Nor t h  
Af r i c  a .

Miss  S t a r  b e g a n  l i f e ,  a b o u t  31 y e a r s  ago,  as a 
b a b y  so f e m i n i n e  t h a t  h e r  g r a n d m o t h e r  p r o m p t l y  r e 
m a r k e d  she  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a g i r l .  D e s p i t e  m a l e  
o r g a n s ,  she d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  such a g i r l i s h  boy as to 
h a v e  e n d l e s s  p r o b l e m s  I n  s c h o o l ,  e t c .  T h e s e  she a t 
t e m p t e d  t o  solve* by r u n n i n g  of f  wi t h  a c a r n i v a l ;  a f t e r  
a s h o r t  j o b  as t h e  ” h a l f  m a n - h a l f  w o m a n  ” h e r  n a t u r a l  
d a n c i n g  a b i l i t y  l e d  h e r  i n t o  s t r i p - t e a s e .  A ver y  s u c 
c e s s f u l  p e r i o d  p r o m o t e d  t h i s  i n t o  show o wn e r s h i p ,  and 
e n o u g h  m o n e y  to s t a r t  wo r k i n g  t o wa r d s  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  
T h e  f i r s t  s t ep s  wi t h  h o r m o n e s  and  a p l a s t i c  i n s e r t  breast 
o p e r a t i o n  we r e  e a s y ;  t h e n  c a m e  y e a r s  of h e a r t - b r e a k 
i n g  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  as one d o c t o r  a f t e r  a n o t h e r  f i r s t  
a g r e e d  and  t h e n  r e f u s e d  t o  o p e r a t e .  One f i a n c e  g a v e  
up,  b u t  t h e  s e c o n d  m a n  in  h e r  l i f e  w a i t e d  p a t i e n t l y .  
T h e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d  l a s t  y e a r ,  and as of p u b l i c a t i o n  t he  
m a r r i a g e  was  a s u c c e s s .

Al l  t h i s  is t o l d  ( a n d  p r o f u s e l y  i l l u s t r a t e d )  in s t r a 
i g h t - f o r w a r d  b u t  c h a r m i n g  s t y l e .  Wh i l e  no t  p e r h a p s  up 
t o  l i t e r a r y  e x c e l l e n c e  of  R o b e r t a  C o w e l l ,  t h i s  is a very 
wo r t h y  a d d i t o n  t o  t he  TS l i t e r a t u r e ,  and w i l l  be enjoyed 
e v e n  by t h o s e  T V ' s  ( i n c l u d i n g  y o u r  r e v i e w e r )  who w o u 
l d n ’ t w a n t  t he  o p e r a t i o n ,  e v e n  as a g i f t .

S h e i l a ,  3 0 - B - 2  FPE
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T h a t  one s i n g l e  a c t  of  he r s  t u r n e d  out  to be  a b l e s s i n g  
to m e .  Doors  o p e n e d  up t h a t  had  b e e n  c l o s e d  b e f o r e .  
I n v i t a t i o n s  to l o v e l y  h o m e s  and p a r t i e s  we r e  now freely 
e x t e n d e d .  And whe n  I p r e s s e d  for  a r e a s o n  why t h i s  
was h a p p e n i n g ,  a c o u p l e  of v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  s i m p l y  
s t a t e d  t he  t r u t h - -  ’’w h i l e  you  we r e  m a r r i e d ,  and y o u r  
wi f e  was a round,  she c o n t i n u a l l y  pu t  a d a m p e r  on evexy- 
t h i n g  t h a t  was fun for  o t h e r s . ” P e o p l e  w o u l d n ’ t i n v i t e  
me b e c a u s e ,  i n  my l o y a l t y  I wou l d  a l w a y s  t ry  and t a k e  
h e r  a l o n g ,  b e i n g  t oo  c l o s e  to t he  s i t u a t i o n  to  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  she w a s n ’t w a n t e d .

I am ve r y  a c t i v e  i n  t he  Ar t s  and M u s i c ,  and constant ly,  
a t t e n d i n g  C o n c e r t s ,  E x h i b i t i o n s ,  m e e t i n g s  and t h e  like. 
T h e  d e m a n d s  on my t i m e  a r e  m a n y  and v a r i e d ,  b o t h  
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  and s o c i a l l y .  I am r a t e d  one  of  t he  
b e s t  e n g i n e e r s  i n  my f i e l d .  I s t i l l  m a i n t a i n  my l o v e 
ly h o m e ,  a l l  e i g h t  r o o ms  i n  s p o t l e s s  c o n d i t i o n  i n s i d e  
and out ,  s pend  m u c h  t i m e  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  and h a v e  
g o r g e o u s  f l o w e r s ,  shrubs ,  and e v e n  t o m a t o  p l a n t s ,  
wh i c h  we r e  f o r b i d d e n  wh e n  my wi f e  was h e r e .  I go to 
Bible  C l a s s  e v e r y  S u n d a y ,  v i s i t  my n e i g h b o r h  ood,  h e l p  
wi t h  C o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s ,  and h a v e  f r i e n d s  i n  f r e q u e 
n t l y  for  l u n c h e o n  or d i n n e r  wh i c h  u s u a l l y  I p r e p a r e  i n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  dress ,  shoes ,  and a c c e s s o r i e s .  T h o s e  f r i 
ends  I know we l l  c a n  v i s i t  a t  w i l l ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  do 
ph o n e  f i r s t  to be sure  I am h o m e  ( and d r e s s e d  for  t h e  
o c c a s i o n . )  I m a k e  no b o n es  a b o u t  t h e  f a c t  I l o v e  to  
wear  d r e s s e s ,  and a c t  and dres s  l i k e  a m a t u r e ,  w e l l -  
a d j u s t e d  w o m a n  who l o v e s  h e r  h o m e ,  and uses  e v e r y  
f a c i l i t y  a t  h e r  c o m m a n d  for  s o c i a l  and p e r s o n a l  e n 
j o y m e n t  and c o m f o r t .  I d o n ’ t f o r c e  my d r e s s i n g  on 
t he  n e i g h b o r s - - u s u a l l y  w a i t i n g  for  d a r k  i f  I am d r e s s 
i n g  a t  h o m e ,  to go ou t  for  t h e  e v e n i n g .  If  t he  o c c a s 
i on  c a l l s  for  an a f t e r n o o n  e v e n t ,  I t a k e  my t h i n g s  out  
of t he  h o u s e  i n  a s u i t c a s e  and dr es s  bag ,  and c h a n g e
a t  t he  f r i e n d s  h o m e .  T h e r e  is one  t h i n g ,  t h o u g h -----I
JlIiiim L  c o m e  home i n  t h e  dress  I h a p p e n  t o  be w e a r i n g  
when  t he  p a r t y  b r e a k s  up .  My n e i g h b o r s  a r e  a l l  asleep 
a t  11: C 0 p . m . ,  and I q u i e t l y  u n l o a d  my ca r  and r e t i r e ,  
in  my b a b y - d o l l s  or n i g h t i e ,  so as no t  to  be a nuisance.
I am sure  t h a t  s o m e t i m e ,  wh e n  a n e i g h b o r  h a s  b e e n  up 
on a n i g h t  c a l l  when  I was c o m i n g  h o m e ,  t h e y  mu s t  
h a v e  w o n d e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  f a s h i o n a b l y  d r e s s e d  l a d y  ge t -
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t i n g  out  of my c a r ,  g o i n g  i n t o  m_y h o u s e ,  and no t  c o m 
i n g  out ,  i n t he  wee  s m a l l  h our s  of t he  m o r n i n g .  S o me 
how t h i s  f a i l s  to b o t h e r  m e .

In my  f r e q u e n t  n i g h t  wa l k s  for  e i g h t  or t e n  b l o c k s ,  I 
s m i l e  a t  l a t e  d o g - w a l k e r s ,  b u t  m i n d  my own b u s i n e s s  
and  t h e y  m i n d  t h e i r s .  From t i m e  to t i m e ,  I show my 
b e t t e r  c o l o r  p h o t o g r a p h s  to f r i e n d s ,  I f e e l  a r e  t r u s t 
w o r t h y ,  and t e l l  t h e m  how m u c h  fun I g e t  out  of  "dres
s i n g  up"  as t h e y  pu t  i t .  U s u a l l y  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e y  
t ry  i t  s o m e t i m e - - o f  c o u r s e  wi t h  t h e i r  w i f e ’s h e l p ! ! !
I a t t a c h  no s t i g m a  or " p e r v e r t e d  " l a b e l  to my actions. 
When d r e s s e d  as a m a n ,  I l o o k ,  t h i n k  and  a c t  l i k e  one.  
Bus ines s  c o m e s  f i r s t ,  and my a s s o c i a t e s  and c u s t o m e r s  
r e s p e c t  my t a l e n t s  and b u s i n e s s  a c c u m e n .  I am e q u a 
l l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a b o u t  b e i n g  a g i r l ,  - - n e v e r  mi x  the  
t wo,  such as w e a r i n g  a p a d d e d  b r a  u n d e r  a m a n ’s b u s 
i n e s s  s u i t .  I s pend  a t  l e a s t  one  t h i r d  to  h a l f  of e a c h  
d ay  d r e s s e d  in my l o v e l y  t h i n g s ,  w o r k i n g  a r o u n d  t he  
h o u s e ,  r e c e i v i n g  c o m p a n y ,  t a k i n g  t e l e p h o n e  c a l l s  on 
b u s i n e s s ,  h a n d l i n g  my d a i l y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  e t c .  
MI STY is a ve r y  t a l e n t e d  g i r l  and does  h e r  work w e l l ,  
t o  t he  d e l i g h t  of  h e r  " b i g  b r o t h e r ,  " who goes  out  and 
m a k e s  t he  m o n e y ,  and l e t s  h e r  s pend  i t  for  t he  u s u a l  
h o u s e h o l d  t h i n g s ,  wi t h  an o c c a s i o n a l  new dress  or 
j e w e l r y  t h r o w n  i n  to b r i g h t e n  h e r  l i f e .  But t he  two of 
us s e e m  t o  work  in  h a r m o n y  and r e a s o n a b l e  c o n t e n t s  
m e n t .  I t ’s j u s t  a g r a nd_ way to  l i v e ,  b e l i e v e  me !  ! ! !
I h a v e  t h e  b e s t  oi  t wo wo r l d s ,  and e n j o y  e a c h  to t he  
f u l l e s t .  T h r o u g h  a s e l f - p l a n n e d  w e i g h t  c o n t r o l  p r o 
g r a m ,  s t a r t e d  t wo y e a r s  a g o ,  I h a v e  d r o p p e d  t w e n t y -  
six p o u n d s .  My g e n e r a l  h e a l t h  ha s  i m p r o v e d  i m m e n 
s e l y .  My e y e s i g h t  ha s  c l e a r e d ,  so I no l o n g e r  use 
g l a s s e s  for  r e a d i n g ,  t he  b u r s i t i s ,  I used  to  h a v e  i n  my 
s h o u l d e r s  h a s  go n e  c o m p l e t e l y ,  my s k i n  has  b e c o m e  
s m o t h e r  and s o f t e r .  My w e l l - p r o p o r t i o n e d  body  is j u s t  
six f e e t ,  w e i g h t  176 p o u n d s ,  b u s t  42 ( 38 C b r a , )  
w a i s t  2 8 - 1 / 2 "  w i t h o u t  w a i s t - n i p p e r  ( used  to  be 3 ? ’! ! )  
Hi ps  41" .  I t a k e  s i z e  14 , 16 ,  or 18 d r e s s ,  d e p e n d i n g  
on t h e  s t y l e  and m a t e r i a l  e t c . ,  and r e q u i r e  few a l t e r 
a t i o n ,  e x c e p t  to i m p r o v e  t h e  f i t .  My shoes ,  9 - 1 / 2  to 
10 m e d i u m ,  and wa l k  b e t t e r  i n  my h i g h  h e e l s  t h a n  
m a n y  l a d i e s  who h a v e  worn  t h e m  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s .
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I h a v e  s e v e r a l  l o v e l y  wigs ,  b u t  my own h a i r  is q u i t e  
l on g  e n o u g h ,  ( a l t h o  s h a p e d ,  a l w a y s  at  a b e a u t y  s hop-  
n e v e r  by a b a r b e r , )  and l ooks  l o v e l y  and n a t u r a l  when  
s e t  and t e a s e d .  I l ook  a b o u t  10 y e a r s  y o u n g e r  when  
d r e s s e d  as a g i r l ,  b u t  a l w a y s  a v o i d  f l a s h y  a t t e n t i o n -  
g e t t i n g  c l o t h e s  t h a t  c a u s e  p e o p l e  to s t a r e  or l o o k  twice. 
N a t u r a l n e s s  is t h e  w a t c h w o r d  for  m e .

To sum up t h e  w h o l e  s t o r y  l e t  me  say I e n j o y  f u l l y  
w h i c h e v e r  l i f e  I am l i v i n g  a t  t he  t i m e .  I am n e i t h e r  
a f r a i d ,  a s h a m e d ,  or e m b a r r a s s e d  whe n  d r e s s e d  as a girl, 
b e c a u s e  I am c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  my a p p e a r a n c e  is as a u t h 
e n t i c  and n a t u r a l  as any o t h e r  g i r l  i n  my age  b r a c k e t .  
My m a n n e r i s m s ,  w h i l e  s t u d i e d ,  a r e  d i g n i f i e d  and n a t 
u r a l ,  and my v o i c e  w h i l e  b e i n g  p i t c h e d  s l i g h t l y  h igher ,  
t a k e s  on a m u c h  s o f t e r  and s l o we r  d e l i v e r y .  As you will 
see  f r om my p h o t o g r a p h s ,  I l i k e  to  s m i l e  and u s u a l l y  
do,  as i t  is a p a r t  of me  and my m a k e - u p .  I d e f i n i t 
e l y  d o n ’t " swish and gush " a r o u n d  and m a k e  a s p e c 
t a c l e  of m y s e l f  i n  p u b l i c .  I h a v e  h u n d r e d s  of f r i e n d s  
i n  a l l  wa l k s  of l i f e ,  f r om the  h i g h e s t  to t he  v e r y  bo t -  
om,  and am e q u a l l y  w e l c o m e  a n y w h e r e .  My l i f e  is 
c a r e f r e e  t o  t he  e x t e n t  t h a t  I am h a p p y  m o s t  of t he 
t i m e  wi t h  my f u l l  l i f e  on b o t h  s i des  of t he  f e n c e .  I 
was  b o r n  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  of J u n e  w h i c h  m a k e s  me a 
GEMINI ( t h e  Twins,) wh i c h  m a y  a c c o u n t  for  my two 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n  one ' body .

I am p r o u d  and h a p p y  to  be p a r t  of  t he  w o n d e r f u l  work 
b e i n g  d o n e  by V i r g i n i a  and F . P . E . ,  and l ook  f o r wa r d  
to h e l p i n g  s t a r t  a C h a p t e r  i n  my p a r t  of t he  c o u n t r y .
I d e a r l y  l o v e  " r e a l  g i r l s  " e s p e c i a l l y  when  t h e y  re a l
ly work a t  i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e ’s n o t h i n g  mo r e  wo n d e r f u l  
t h a n  to be a n a t u r a l ,  c h a r m i n g  w o m a n ,  who l o v e s  ev e
ry m o m e n t  of h e r  l i f e  and l i v e s  i t  " to t he  h i l t . ”

So t h i s  is my  s t o r y .  If  I h a v e  w r i t t e n  s o m e t h i n g  in i t  
t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  y o u  to b l o s s o m  f o r t h  in our w o n d e r f u l  
” o t h e r  wo r l d ,  " t h e n  I s h a l l  be  ve r y  h a p p y .  P l a n  your  
l i f e ,  r e g u l a t e  i t  i n  M o d e r a t i o n ,  l i v e  i t  t o  t he  f u l l e s t  
p o s s i b l e ,  and in e v e r y  way s t r i v e  to be k i n d ,  s y m p a t -



h e t i c  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of o t h e r s .  Ab o v e  a l l ,  be 
" n a t u r a l . ” Mu c h  l o v e  to  a l l  of my  s i s t e r s  e v e r y  
w h e r e .

MI STY DEAN ( 2 0 - G - l  FPE )

Vw Vw

• • • • IMPORT ANT I T E M S -----PLEASE RE AD****

VIRGINIA IN NEW YORK: I w i l l  be  i n  New York  for
s e v e r a l  days  a r o u n d  t he  end  of  t h i s  m o n t h .  P e r h a p s  
s ome  of you  in  t h a t  a r e a  wou l d  l i k e  to m e e t  w i t h  me  
s ome  e v e n i n g  in  a h o t e l  r o o m  or w h e r e v e r  i t  c a n  be  arr
a n g e d .  I c a n ’t p l a n  t he  a c t u a l  day  and p l a c e  t h i s  early 
bu t ,  i f  e n o u g h  of you  wo u l d  w a n t  s uch  a m e e t i n g  and 
w i l l  w r i t e  and t e l l  me  so,  I w i l l  s end  y o u  a l e t t e r  later
t e l l i n g  you  when  and w h e r e .«#***##
£JiJOlQPJ^_B0j0K_2. T h e  c a r t o o n s  used i n  T v i a  and t h e  
F e m m e  Mi r r o r  h a v e  b r o u g h t  f a v o r a b l e  c o m m e n t .  i t  
o c c u r s  to  me  t h a t a  b o o k  of  TV C a r t o o n s  mi &ht  b e  of  
i n t e r e s t .  It  wou l d  be p r i n t e d  l i k e  t he  M i r r o r  and C lip- 
s h e e t ,  b u t  wi t h  5 s h e e t s  ( 20 p a g e s  ) and wo u l d  c o s t  
$ 2 . 0 0 .  I f  t h e r e  is e n o u g h  i n t e r e s t  shown,  I ’ l l  print it. 
PLEASE VOICE YOUR OPINION ON THIS.

WIG WISDO Nfc Th i s  i t e m  d i d  n o t  e l i c i t  e n o u g h  i n t e r 
es t  t o  m a k e  i t  w o r t h w i l e  t o  w r i t e  up and p r i n t .  T h e r e 
fore i t  is d e l e t e d  from the p r i c e  l i s t .  C r e d i t  h a s  b e e n  
e x t e n d e d  to t h o s e  who di d  o r d e r  i t .*##**###*
FASHI O NOT E S ; I t  has  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  by s e v e r a l  g i r l s  
t h a t  T V i a  wou l d  be  i m p r o v e d  by i n c l u d i n g  s o me  f a s h 
ion i n f o r m a t i o n .  I a g r e e ,  b u t  I h a v e  n o t  t h e  t i m e  nor 
a b i l i t y  to w r i t e  t h ’em . If  s o m e  of y ou  h a v e  s o m e  know- 
l ege  and i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  f i e l d  p l e a s e  p u t  i t  t o work  
and h e l p  m a k e  t h e  m a g a z i n e  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  a l l .
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'2U2ANNA 2 A Y 2 .. ."

To  l e a v e  t he  l o c k e d - r o o m  s t a g e  and to m e e t  o t her  
T V ’s is m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r  in t he  biography 
of a h u m a n  b e i n g .  It  is a t r e m e n d o u s  l e a p ,  an e v e n t  
t h a t  ma r k s  a new o u t l o o k  in  o n e ’s c o n c e p t  of TVi s m 
and  of  our  v e r y  own p e r s o n a l i t y .

Mos t  of us s t a r t  our  TV l i f e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  we are  
a l l  a l o n e ,  t h a t  we a r e  in s o m e  r e s p e c t s  a u n i q u e  form 
of  h u m a n i t y ,  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  t h i s  ’t h i n g ” i s , wh i ch  e n d 
l e s s l y  g naws  s o m e w h e r e  in  our  body  and mi n d  no m a t 
t e r  how m u c h  p l e a s u r e  i t  s u g g e s t s ,  m u s t  p e r f o r c e  be 
s o m e t h i n g  d i r t y ,  t w i s t e d  and p e r v e r t e d .  Mos t  of t hose  
T V ’s to wh o m T Vi s m is u g l y ,  d i s t o r t e d  and u n d e s i r a b l e  
c h a n g e  t h e i r  v i e w p o i n t  a f t e r  t h e y  m e e t  o t h e r s  l i k e  
t h e m s e l v e s .  A few r e m a i n ,  h o w e v e r ,  who voci ferous ly 
c o n d e m n  t he  v e r y  t h i n g  t h a t  m a k e s  t h e m  wh a t  t h e y  are. 
T h e y  t e l l  o t h e r  T V ’s t h e y  s ho u l d  not  dress ,  t h e y  should 
f i g h t  t h i s  ” a b e r r a t i o n  ” and they s h o u l d  h a n g  t h e i r  
h e a d s  i n  s h a m e  for  s h e l t e r i n g  w i t h i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  a 
f e s t e r i n g  c a n c e r  such  as t h i s .  T h e y  a r e  t he  s e l f  a p 
p o i n t e d  c h a m p i o n s  of  g u i l t .  I f  t h e y  were  r e l i g i o u s  f a 
n a t i c s  t h e y  wo u l d  d e f i n i t e l y  j o i n  t he  o r d e r  of t h e  f l a g 
e l l a n t s  and  wq,ar t h e  c a t - o f - n i n e - t a i l s  a r o u n d  t h e i r  
n e c k s ,  i n s t e a d  of a p e a r l  n e c k l a c e .  T h e y  c l a i m  to 
d e s p i s e  t h e  ve r y  t h i n g  t h e y  l o v e  and c a n  only  see  a 
s h a m e f u l  and d a r k  f u t u r e  for  t h o s e  who h a v e  t h e  c o u 
r a g e  t o  g l a d l y  a c c e p t  t h e m s e l v e s  as t h e y  a r e  and r e s o 
l v e  t o  e n j o y  l i f e  as T V ’s. T h e y  a r e  p e r m a n e n t l y  a-  
f r a i d  of  t h e m s e l v e s  and a l m o s t  m a k e  a f e t i s h  of t h e i r  
p e s s i m i s m .  I f  y ou  g a v e  t h e m  a g a r d e n  t o  t e n d ,  t h e y  
wo u l d  s u r e l y  buy a c a n  of  b l a c k  p a i n t  and c o v e r  e v e r y  
f l o w e r  w i t h  i t .

But  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  t h o s e  who do c h a n g e  a f t e r  t h e y  
m e e t  o t h e r s  l i k e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e  b i g g e s t  c h a n g e  l i e s  
i n  t he  f a c t  t h a t  for  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  ” g i r l - w i t h i n  ” 
i s  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  be  s e e n  and t wo  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  emerge 
as t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t :  p e r s o n a l i t y  b e h a v i o u r  and i t s  
i m p a c t  up o n  o t h e r s .  Why a r e  t h e y  i m p o r t a n t ?  I w i l l  
d e s c r i b e  h e r e  a few s c e n e s  t a k e n  f r om r e a l  l i f e  wi t h  
w i t n e s s e s  t o  v o u c h  for  t h e i r  v e r a c i t y .  The i n c i d e n t s
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carry their  own lesson.

CASE # 1.  It  has  b e e n  my p r a c t i c e  to s pend  a c o u 
p l e  of h o u r s  wi t h  e v e r y  " new " TV b e f o r e  she is i n 
t r o d u c e d  to  my f r i e n d s .  I m u s t  m a k e  sure  t h a t  we 
a r e  d e a l i n g  wi t h  a n i c e  p e r s o n .  But i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u 
l a r  c a s e  M a r i e  and I go t  our  s i g n a l s  c r o s s e d  and our  
" new " f r i e n d  was i n v i t e d  to s pend  a w e e k - e n d  a t  
our r e c e n t l y  a c q u i r e d  c o u n t r y  h o u s e  BEFORE I h ad  a 
c h a n c e  e v e n  t o  m e e t  h e r .  On t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  w e e k 
end we a l i o  h a d  t he  c o m p a n y  of  t wo  G G ’s, p e o p l e  
t h a t  had  b e e n  onl y  r e c e n t l y  e x p o s e d  to t h e  wor l d  of 
T V ' s .  T h e y  had  m e t  S u s a n n a  and  one  o t h e r  f r i e n d  
and I had  t a k e n  p a i n s  t o  m a k e  t h e m  f e e l  t h a t  TV corn-  
c o m p a n y  was p l e a s a n t  and h a r m l e s s .  I h ad  u n d e r s c o 
red our  o v e r w h e l m i n g  l o v e  of b e a u t y ,  our  f o n d n e s s  for 
t h i n g s  d e l i c a t e ,  our a p p r e c i a t i o n  and  a d m i r a t i o n  t o 
wards  t h i n g s  " f e m i n i n e ,  " and up to t h a t  p o i n t  t he  
r e a c t i o n  of t h o s e  t wo  G G ’s was q u i t e  s a t i s f y i n g ,  so 
mu c h  so t h a t  one of t h e m  h a d  i n v i t e d  h e r  b r o t h e r  and 
hi s  wi f e  to spend  t he  n e x t  day  ( S u n d a y  ) w i t h  us .

Ab o u t  m i d d a y  S a t u r d a y  our  " new ” TV g u e s t  a r r i 
v e d .  We shook  h a n d s  and I a s k e d  for  h e r  n a m e .  ( L e t  
us c a l l  h e r  P a m e l a  now,  t o  p r e s e r v e  h e r  a n o n y m i t y . )
A g l a n c e  a t  h e r  o u t e r  a s p e c t  b e f o r e  t he  c h a n g e  r e v e 
a l e d  a f a i r l y  n i c e  l o o k i n g  m a n ,  n o t  t oo  t a l l  and  a 
b i t  on t he  p l u m p  s i d e .  Q u i t e  a d a r k  a r e a  w h e r e  t h e  
b e a r d  grows ,  b u t  n o t h i n g  t h a t  c o u l d  no t  be  p r o p e r l y  
c o v e r e d  wi t h  m a k e  up.  I a s k e d  h e r  i f  she h a d  b e e n  
d r e s s i n g  for  s o me  t i m e  and h e r  a n s we r  was y e s .  So,  
a s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h i n g s  wou l d  be a l l r i g h t  I p r o c e e d e d  to  
f ix m y s e l f  up for  d i n n e r .  We a r e  a l l  a t  t h e  t a b l e  
e x c e p t  P a m e l a  who has  no t  c o m e  down y e t .  S u d d e n l y ,  
we h e a r  s t eps  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m .  We a l l  
turn to l o o k  at t he  door  and t h e r e  she i s .  P i c t u r e  someone 
who s h o u l d  be w e a r i n g  a s i z e  20 d r e s s  and  h a s  m a n a g 
ed by s o me  m i r a c l e  of  a c r o b a t i c s  t o  s q u e e z e  h e r s e l f  
i n t o  a s i z e  15.  Add now t h e  t o t a l  a b s e n c e  of  c o r s e t  
or w a i s t  c i n c h e r .  Al l  you  c a n  see  a r e  t o r t u r e d  r i p p 
les  of  f l e s h  d e s p e r a t e l y  s e a r c h i n g  for  an e x i t .  T h e  
h e m of  t he  s k i r t  has  g i v e n  up t r y i n g  t o  r e a c h  t h e  k n 
ees  and d e c i d e d  to s e t t l e  s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  t h e  h i p  
and a p o i n t  m i d w a y  t o  t h e  k n e e .

I • ■ ":* ' ./• ■ ' ■'
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T h e  n e c k l i n e  s e e m s  t o  be of a s e m i c i r c u l a r  c u t ,  
b u t  t h i s  i s  o n l y  a gues s ,  b e c a u s e  t he  e n t i r e  n e c k l i n e  
is  b u r i e d  u n d e r  an odd t y p e  of  b l a c k  fur  w h i c h ,  a f t e r  
a s e c o n d  g l a n c e ,  t u r ns  out  to be a w r i t h i n g  mass  of 
l ong,  b l a c k ,  c u r l y  h a i r .  A f t e r  your  e y e s  h a v e  f a l l e n  
b a c k  i n t o  t h e i r  s o c k e t s  you  l o o k  a g a i n ,  m e s m e r i z e d ,  
as i f  in  a h y p n o t i c  t r a n c e .  T h e  fur  p i e c e  does  no t  
s t op  a t  t h e  n e c k  l i n e ,  i t  has  o o z e d  o v e r  t h e  s h o u l d e r s  
and down t h e  a r ms  a l l  t h e  way  t o  t he  f i n g e r t i p s .  
D e s p e r a t e l y  we l o o k  for  s o m e  t o u c h  of h a r m o n y  and 
we f i nd  i t .  T h e  l eg s  a r e  i m p r i s o n e d  i n  n y l o n s  w h i c h  
m e r c i l e s s l y  h o l d  down a p a t c h  of b l a c k  j u n g l e .  Every
bo d y  has  s t o p p e d  e a t i n g  and a h e a v y  s i l e n c e  h o v e r s  
o v e r  t h e  s c e n e .  T h e  a p p a r i t i o n  a p p r o a c h e s .  We m a k e  
a f e e b l e  a t t e m p t  a t  n o n c h a l a n c e  bu t  out  of t h e  c o r n e r  
of my e y e s  I s ee  t h a t  one  of  t h e  G G ’s has  t u r n e d  c h a r 
t r e u s e .  R e c k l e s s l y ,  I s t a r t  a s e r i e s  of p o i n t l e s s  r e 
m a r k s  a b o u t  t h e  w e a t h e r ,  b u t  t o  no a v a i l .  Even M a r i e  
who  has  s e e n  m o r e  T V ’s i n  h e r  l i f e t i m e  t h a n  I c a n  
e v e r  h o p e  t o  m e e t ,  has  l o s t  h e r  u s u a l  a p l o m b  and is 
s i t t i n g  a c r o s s  t he  t a b l e  g r i p p e d  by p a r a l y s i s .

P a m e l a  s i t s  d o wn .  T h e  h e m  of  h e r  dres s  g r a c e -  • 
f u l l y  s l i d e s  up a n o t h e r  t h r e e  i n c h e s ,  bu t  i t  is b l i s s 
f u l l y  h i d d e n  u n d e r  t h e  t a b l e ........... S l o wl y  a s e m b l a n c e
of n o r m a l i t y  r e t u r n s  t o  t h e  s c e n e  as we a l l  m a k e  a t 
t e m p t s  a t  d i p l o m a t i c  p r e t e n s e ,  w h i c h  is h i g h l y  d i f f i 
c u l t .  A few m i n u t e s  t e e t e r  by and  s u d d e n l y  P a m e l a  
p u s h e s  h e r  c h a i r  a few i n c h e s  a wa y  f r om t he  t a b l e  and 
d e c i d e s  to c ross  h e r  l e g s . . .  one k n e e  is t r y i n g  t o  c o m e  
o v e r  t h e  o t h e r . . .  she is a b o u t  to m a k e  i t . . . . o o p s . . . . 
i t  d o e s n ' t  q u i t e  re a c h . . . an o t h e r  e f f o r t  and t h e r e !  One 
k n e e  is now r e s t i n g  t r i u m p h a n t l y  o v e r  t he  o t h e r  f i v e  
i n c h e s  a b o v e  t h e  l e v e l  of t he  t a b l e . . . .  M a r i e , who is 
s i t t i n g  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  t a b l e ,  gasps  and s u d d e n l y  
r e m e m b e r s  she h a s  f o r g o t t e n  s o m e t h i n g  on t he  s t o v e .  
T h e  t wo  GG' s  h a v e  d e f i n i t e l y  l o s t  t h e i r  a p p e t i t e  and 
a r e  n e r v o u s l y  t o y i n g  wi t h  a f ork  o v e r  f ood t h a t  is no 
l o n g e r  t a s t y .  T h e n  a h a i r y  h a n d  s l i d e s  o v e r  t he  t r i um
p h a n t  k n e e  and  b e g i n s  t o  c a r e s s  i t  wi t h  s low s t r o k e s .  . . 
t h a t  does  i t .  T h e  m e a l  is s u d d e n l y  o v e r .  T h a t  n i g h t  
b o t h  GG' s  b e g g e d  M a r i e  t o  p l e a s e  pu t  l o c k s  on t h e i r  
b e d r o o m s .  Our  f r i e n d  t o o k  of f  e a r l y  n e x t  m o r n i n g .
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Now w h a t ’ s wr o n g  wi t h  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  We a l l  h a v e  
s o me  f r i e n d s  who,  for  s o me  r e a s o n  or a n o t h e r ,  u s u a l l y  
wi f e  or o f f i c e ,  do no t  s h a v e  t h e i r  b o d i e s ,  BUT t h e y  
ar e  a w a r e  of  t h e  i n c o n g r u i t y .  T h e i r  own e y e s  c a n  see  
t h a t  a j u n g l e  of h a i r ,  m a k e s  a f r a n k l y  UGLY p i c t u r e  
on any  TV.  So,  t h e y  buy a dress  ( t h e  r i g h t  s i z e  of  
c o u r s e  ) wi t h  l o n g  s l e e v e s  and h i g h  n e c k  and s h e a t h  
t h e i r  l egs  wi t h  any of a v a r i e t y  of s t o c k i n g s  ( e l a s t i c , 
b u s i n e s s  s h e e r ,  e t c . . . . )  w h i c h  h i d e  t he  u g l i n e s s .  I t  
s e e ms  t o  me  t h a t  t h i s  is b a s i c  for  t wo  reasons. -  f i r s t  I 
c a n n o t  c o n c e i v e  a TV w i t h o u t  a c e r t a i n  e s t h e t i c  sense. 
. . . t h e  f e m i n i n e  i m a g e  m u s t  p r o v i d e  s o m e  b e a u t y  and 
p l e a s u r e  t o  t h e  TV h i ms e l f . ,  o t h e r w i s e  t he  e n t i r e  effort  
m a k e s  no s e n s e .  S e c o n d ,  •( and  t h i s  is p e r h a p s  e v e n  
mo r e  i m p o r t a n t  ) we m a k e  a good  i m p r e s s i o n  on o t her s  
This is  p a r t  of our  s e a r c h  for  f r i e n d s  and t o l e r a n c e .  I 
do n o t  m e a n  t ha t  t he  i m a g e  m u s t  be  g o r g e o u s . . . v e r y  
few T V ’s a r e  p h y s i c a l l y  e n d o w e d  t h a t  way ( t h e  Lucky  
d e v i l s ! ! )  But ,  wh a t  m a k e s  a TV p l e a s a n t  c o m p a n y  for  
o t h e r s  AND ESPECIALLY FOR N O N - T V ’S is h i s  h o n e s t  
e x p o s u r e  of t h a t  f e m i n i n i t y  he  c a r r i e s  w i t h i n  h i s  h e a r t  
. . . . a n d  f e m i n i n i t y  is s w e e t ,  s e r e n e ,  q u i e t ,  l a d y - l i k e .  
We c a n n o t  m a k e  a m o c k e r y  of t h a t  f e m i n i n i t y ,  we must 
no t  be a v i c i o u s  c a r t o o n -  - g r o t e s q u e ,  m o n s t r o u s .  This 
w i l l  s u r e l y  s c a r e  p e o p l e ,  as i t  s c a r e d  t he  t wo  GG' s  of 
my s t o r y .  I t  was a n i g h t m a r e  n o t  on l y  f r o m an e s t h e 
t i c  v i e w p o i n t  b u t  f r o m t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of m a n n e r s .

Such  T V ’s b e l o n g  b e h i n d  l o c k e d  door s  and s h o u l d  
s t ay  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e y  l e a r n  to  b e h a v e  l i k e  c i v i l i z e d  
p e o p l e .  But l e t  us go on w i t h  m o r e  c a s e s .

CASE # 2 . A TV is i n v i t e d  t o  a h o m e  t o  m e e t  new 
f r i e n d s .  T h e r e  a r e  s o me  non  T V ’s p r e s e n t .  We
h a v e  b e e n  " w o r k i n g  " on t h e  l a t t e r  to o b t a i n  t h e i r  
a c c e p t a n c e .  We h a v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  p r o v e  t o  t h e m  
t h a t  T V ’s a r e  a n i c e  b u n c h  of p e o p l e . . .  we s e e m  to 
be s u e c e e d i n g . . .  t h e y  h a v e  m e t  a few T V ’s and  up to 
now t h e i r  r e a c t i o n  has  b e e n  p o s i t i v e .  T h e y  t h i n k  we 
are  w e l l  b e h a  v e d . . . t h e y  s ee  t h a t  we a r e  n o t  a b u n c h  
of sex m a n i a c s .  . .  t h a t  we a r e  h a r m l e s s  and v e r y  h a p p y  
h uman  b e i n g s  whe n  we c a n  be o u r s e l  v e s . . . . So our  new 
TV f r i e n d  shows u p . . .  a p p e a r a n c e  n o t  b a d . . . .  s e e m s  to 
be c h a r m i n g  and d u r i n g  t he  f i r s t  few m i n u t e s  a v e r y
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p l e a s a n t  a t m o s p h e r e  s e e m s  to  be  d e v e l o p i n g ............. s u d 
d e n l y  our  TV f r i e n d  ge t s  up and  a d d r  s s i ng  one of t he  
GG' s  p r e s e n t  s a y s ,  " Do you  t h i n k  my l eg s  a r e  a l l r i g -  
h t ? "  and  p r o c e e d s  t o  l i f t  h i s  s k i r t s  way  u p . . .  She gives 
a l i t t l e  gas p  and t r i e s  a p o l i t e  r e s p o n s e , . . . b u t  our  TV 
f r i e n d  is n o t  s a t i s f i e d .  He m u s t  show hi s  l egs  no m a t 
t e r  w h a t . . . h e  k e e p s  p u l l i n g  h i s  s k i r t  up e v e r y  f i v e  
m i n u t e s ,  . . . and t o w a r d s  t h e  en d  of  t he  e v e n i n g  he  has  
m a n a g e d  to s t e p ,  ou t  of h i s  s k i r t  e n t i r e l y  to show hi s  
p e t t i c o a t  and l i n g e r i e  to t h o s e  p r e s e n t .  N i c e ?

CASE # 3 . Ag a i n  i t ’s a s o c i a l  e v e n t  wi t h  n o n - T V ’s 
p r e  s e n t . . . .  t h e  new TV has  m a d e  a f a i r l y  p l e a s a n t  i m
p r e s s i o n  u n t i l  he  g e t s  up f r om h i s  s ea t  and w i t h o u t  
a s k i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  f r om t h e  h o s t e s s ,  p r o c e e d s  to go to 
t h e  k i t c h e n ,  s e a r c h e s  for  a b o t t l e  of  l i q u o r ,  g r abs  i t  
and  t a k e s  i t  b a c k  to h i s  s e a t ,  and s t a r t s  p o u r i n g  glass 
a f t e r  g l a s s .  J u s t  p l a i n  b a d  m a n n e r s - - u n b e c o m i n g  in  
an y  q u e s t ,  b u t  a b s o l u t e l y  u n f o r g i v a b l e  i n  a T V . . . .

CASE # 4 .  A h o m e  o p en s  i t s  door s  i n  h o s p i t a l i t y  to a 
new TV and  he  is t o l d  to " m a k e  h i m s e l f  a t  h o m e . . . ” 
Wh a t  h o s t e s s  do es  n o t  r e a l i z e  is t h a t  " h o m e "  to t h i s  
q u e s t  is  s o m e  sor t  of  a p i g  p e n  whose  i n h a b i t a n t s  h a v e  
n e v e r  h e a r d  t h e  word c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  T h e  TV uses  t h e  
p h o n e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  and t i e s  up t he  l i n e  for  t wo 
s o l i d  h o u r s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  for  t h e  n e e d s  of t he  h o u s e 
h o l d .  He w i l l  h e l p  h i m s e l f  f r om b o t t l e  and r e f r i g e r 
a t o r  w i t h o u t  o n c e  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  i t  m i g h t  be a n i c e  g es
t u r e  to  b r i n g  a l i t t l e  s o m e t h i n g  b e s i d e s  hi s  marve l l ous  
s e l f .  He w i l l  t r y  on any  g a r m e n t  or h a i r p i e c e  w i t h i n  
h i s  r e a c h  w i t h o u t  a s k i n g  for  p e r m i s s i o n .  Th e  b a t h r o o m  
is l e f t  i n  s h a m b l e s ,  p o wd e r  s p i l l e d ,  Kl enex ,  used  and 
l e f t  l a y i n g  a r o u n d ,  t o w e l s  c o v e r e d  wi t h  m a k e  up,  and 
h e  wo n d e r s  why no s e c o n d  i n v i t a t i o n !

CASE # 5.  A f t e r  m u c h  e f f o r t  and m o n t h s  of  i n d o c 
t r i n a t i o n  a TV w i f e  has  b e g u n  to a c c e p t  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  
T V i s m  as s o m e t h i n g  n o t  u n p l e a s a n t  and r a t h e r  harm less. 
She  has  e v e n  c o n s e n t e d  t o  m e e t  o t h e r  T V ’s and t h e i r  
w i v e s ,  t h e  TV h u s b a n d  is h o p e i n g  t h a t  a f t e r  she  m e e t s  
a few TV f r i e n d s  she w i l l  be  e v e n  m o r e  a m e n a b l e  to 
h i s  d r e s s i n g  a t  h o m e .  T h e  r e s t  of t he  g r o u p  is a w a r e  
of  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  i m p r e s s i o n  w i l l  h a v e
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i n  t he  f u t u r e  a t t i t u d e  of  t he  T V ’ s w i f e .  It  w i l l  m e a n  
h a p p i n e s s  or u n h a p p i n e s s  for  t h e  TV husband .  And wh a t  
h a p p e n s  i f  any  of  t he  t y p e s  d i s c u s s e d  s h o u l d  a p p e a r ?
Al l  t he  p o o r  h u s b a n d s  h o p e s  and p a t i e n t  e x p l a n a t i o n s  
go down t he  d r a i n .  Or t h e r e ’ l l  be a c a s e # 6  as b e l o w .

C A S E # 6.  W h o ’l l  d e l i b e r a t e l y  m a k e  a p o i n t  of te ll in g  
t he  wi f e  t h a t  TV is c r a z y  b e h a v i o u r  and t h a t  she should 
pu t  a s t op to  h e r  h u s b a n d ’s ’’p e r v e r t e d  d e s i r e s . ” You 
t h i n k  I am d r e a m i n g  a l l  t h i s ?  No i n d e e d !  ! I h a v e  
s e e n  i t  h a p p e n .  I h a v e  k n own  T V ’s wh o s e  e n t i r e  e f 
f o r t  is s p e n t  on t r y i n g  to p r o v e  to  t h e  GG’s p r e s e n t  a t  
a s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t r u l y  " h e - - m e n ,  ” 
t h e y  p r o c e e d  to  a c t  in  a s u p e r m a s c u l i n e  wa y .  There is 
a d e s p e r a t i o n  in t h o s e  TV’s . . .  a h o r r i b l e  f e a r  of  a d m i t 
t i n g  t h e i r  f e m i n i n i t y .  . . . and t h e y  a r e  c a u g h t  by t h e  by 
t he  o b s e s s i o n  to  d e n y  i t ,  t h e y  w a n t  to m a k e  o t h e r s  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  is j u s t  a l a r k ,  a j o k e .  T h e y  a r e  a c t u 
a l l y  a p o l o g i z i n g  t o  t h e  n o n - T V ’s p r e s e n t  for  h a v i n g  
f a l l e n  i n t o  t h i s  ” d i s g u s t i n g  b e h a v i o u r . "  How m u c h  of  
a h y p o c r i t  c a n  a TV b e ?

Up to t h i s  p o i n t  I h a v e  w r i t t e n  o n l y  a b o u t  u n p l e a 
s a n t  t r a i t s .  Let  me  u n d e r s c o r e  h e r e  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  a l l  
e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  r u l e .  As t h e  t wo  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who 
s p e n t  t wo e n t i r e  days  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  70 T V ' s ,  l a s t  
H a l l o w e e n  c a n  t e s t i f y ,  good  b e h a v i o u r  is t h e  r u l e , n o t  
t he  e x c e p t i o n .  If i t  we r e  n o t  so,  we wo u l d  i n d e e d  be 
i n s a n e  in  c o n t i n u i n g  to  m e e t  new T V ’s and c u l t i v a t i n g  
t he  f r i e n d s h i p  of  m a n y  o t h e r s .  I w i s h e d  h o w e v e r  to 
b r i n g  up t h e s e  e x c e p t i o n s  b e c a u s e  of t h e  old p r o v e r b  
a b o u t  " o n e  r o t t e n  a p p l e  s p o i l s  t h e  w h o l e  b a s k e t , ” or 
" t e l l  me  who you a s s o c i a t e  wi t h  and I ’l l  t e l l  you  what 
you  a r e . ” We a l l  know how p r e c a r i o u s  our  p o s i t i o n  is 
i n  our  p r e s e n t  s o c i e t y ,  how e a g e r  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  is t o  
c o n d e m n  T v i s m  or a n y t h i n g  t h a t  is u n c o n v e n t i o n a l .

So k n o w i n g  this,  one  does  n o t  h a v e  t o  be a m e n t a l  
g i a n t  t o  s ee  how i m p o r t a n t  i t  is for  e a c h  one  of us to  
show o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e  m o s t  s a v o r a b l e  and p l e a s a n t  lig h t 
t o  o t h e r s .  T h a t  is why e v e n  a h a n d f u l  of  b ad  e x a m p 
les  such  as t ho s e  I h a v e  j u s t  d e s c r i b e d  w i l l  h u r t  a l l  of  
us w h e n e v e r  we a t t e m p t  to  h a v e  n o n - T V  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
and a c c e p t a n c e .  W h e n e v e r  we d e c i d e  to l e a v e  t h e  
l o c k e d - r o o m  s t a g e  we m u s t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  we a r e  t a k i n g
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a b i g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  on our  s h o u l d e r s  ( e v e n  i f  we we a r  
a s t r a p l e s s  e v e n i n g  g o w n . )  We a r e  a l l  t i m i d  a t  f i r s t  
i n  our  s e a r c h  for  s i s t e r  s o u l s .  When we f i n a l l y  m e e t  
t h e m ,  we f e e l  h a p p y ,  r e l a x e d ,  c o n t e n t e d ,  and s o m e 
t i m e s  we g a i n  e n o u g h  c o u r a g e  and s e l f - a s s u r a n c e  to 
wi sh  to  m e e t  n o n - T V ’s.  T h i s  is t he  b i g g e s t  r e s p o n s i 
b i l i t y  of a l l .  O t h e r  T V ' s  w i l l  be  t o l e r a n t  of  our  
w e a k n e s s e s  as h u m a n  b e i n g s .  T h e y  c a n  e a s i l y  u n d e r 
s t a n d  and s ee  our  a w k w a r d n e s s .  T h e y  know wh a t  
l o n e l i n e s s  and f r u s t r a t i o n  c a n  do t o  t he  h u m a n  s p i r i t  
and t h e y  w i l l  be s u p e r - - t o l e r a n t  of  our  m i s t a k e s .

Bu t ,  n o n - T V ’s a r e  n o t  i n  t h e  s am e  c a t e g o r y .  We 
h a v e  to ” b a b y  " t h e m  i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  us and u n d e r s t 
a n d i n g  w h a t  we h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h .  We wa n t  to show 
t h e m  t h e  f e m i n i n e  s i d e  of our  p e r s o n a l i t y  and convince 
t h e m  t h a t  t h i s  s i de  is r e a l ,  is t r u e ,  is a s i n c e r e  form 
of e x p r e s s i o n .  Any a c t i o n ,  g e s t u r e  or s t e p  we t a k e ,  
a w a y  f r om t h e  p i c t u r e  we w a n t  t h e m  t o  s ee ,  is g o i n g  
to  m a k e  our  t a s k  t h a t  m u c h  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t .

I f  we l o v e  f e m i n i n i t y  t h e  way we say we do,  t h e n  
for  h e a v e n ' s ,  s a k e  l e t  t h a t  f e m i n i n i t y  c o m e  t h r o u g h  in 
i t s  b e s t  l i g h t  and  n o t  as s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  we a r e  ashamed 
of,  as s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  is h a t e f u l  and u n d e s i r a b l e  .

T h i s ,  t o  m e ,  is to c o m m i t  s o c i a l  s u i c i d e ........... and
e x i l e  a l l  T V ' s  b a c k  to t h e i r  l o c k e d  r o o m s .

Ol e  Ki ng  C o l e  was a m e r r y  old soul ;
We w o n d e r e d  wh a t  k e p t  h i m  so k e e n .
T h e n ,  ’n e a t h  h i s  r obe  we saw t r a c e s  
Of  s a t i n  and l a c e s .
For  t he  k i n g  l o v e d  to  dress  as t he  Que en!

T h e r e  was an old w o m a n  who l i v e d  in a s hoe .
I ’d c a l l  t h a t  a f e t i s h  and I t h i n k  you  woul d ,  t oo .

L o v e ,

Susanna
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When I b e c a m e  a w a r e  of my t as te in c l o t h i n g ,  I 
n a t u r a l l y  s o u g h t  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  and p u r s u e d  s e v e r a l  
l i n e s  of  i n q u i r y  b e f o r e  I d i s c o v e r e d  your  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
As t he  r e s u l t  of t h e s e ,  I h a v e ‘i n f o r m a t i o n  f r om v a r i o u s  
g roups ,  p sy ch o - a  n a ly t i  c , s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  e t c .  
Freud h ad  i d e a s  w h i c h  we r e  u s e f u l ,  and ,  of c o u r s e  y o u r  
g roup  a d d e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  to t he  s t o r e  of i n f o r m a t i o n .

T r a n s v e s t i s m  is a t r i b u t e d  to a l o n g  l i s t  of  c a u s e s ,  
b u t  t h e r e  is a t r a n s c e n d i n g  c o n c e p t  t h r e a d e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e m  a l l ,  and to me th i s  s u g g e s t s  s o m e t h i n g  wh i c h  
may  be of v a l u e  to e v e r y o n e .  I t  is s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  a 
n e a r l y  u n i v e r s a l  sex p s y c h o  - n e u r o s i s  e x i s t s  - and  is 
m a n i f e s t  in r e g u l a r  p r e - o c c u p a t i o n  wi t h  sex i d e n t i f i c 
a t i o n  of t he  i n d i v i d u a l .  C e r t a i n l y  i t  is i m p o r t a n t  
t h a t  sex i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  be k nown  for p u r p o s e s  of  l o v e  
m a k i n g  and r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  b u t  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  is c e r 
t a i n l y  mu c h  l ess  in a l l  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  y e t  by t r a d i 
t i o n  the  i n d i v i d u a l  is c l o t h e d ,  a l m o s t  f r om b i r t h ,  in  
such a way t h a t  t he  sex of t h e  p e r s o n  c a n  be  d e t e r 
m i n e d  a l m o s t  as f a r  as he  c a n  be s e e n .  Why? Does  
no t  t h i s  i n d i c a t e  a f u n t i o n a l l y  a b n o r m a l  p r e - o c c u p a 
t i o n  wi t h  sex?

It  is c e r t a i n l y  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  d o c t o r s  be 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f rom n o n - d o c t o r s ,  y e t  t h i s  is g e n e r a l l y  
done  wi t h  a p i e c e  of p a p e r  or an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  p i n ,  or 
b o t h .  Th e  s am e  c a n  be  sa i d  of Ph D ’s and o t h e r s ,  y e t  
t he  i n a b i l i t y  t o  t e l l  a t  a g l a n c e  is a p p a r e n t l y  of  no 
c o n c e r n :  A p i n  or a D i p l o m a  w i l l  do as w e l l .

T h e  a b i l i t y  to t e l l  sex by c l o t h i n g  worn  s e r v e s  to 
a t t r a c t  me n  to w o m e n ,  b u t  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  u n d e s i r a b l e  
me n  at  t i m e s ,  and in  a few i n s t a n c e s  ha s  b e e n  of i n 
j u r i o u s  or e v e n  f a t a l  r e s u l t s  t o  w o m e n .
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What  I am a t t e m p t i n g  to  do is l a y  t he  f o u n d a t i o n  
for  a s e p a r a t i o n  of sex i d e n t i t i e s  by t y p e s  of c l o t h i n g  
wo r n .  In o t h e r  words ,  l e t  e a c h  p e r s o n  we a r  w h a t e v e r  
he  p l e a s e s .  I f  b o t h  s e x e s  we r e  f r e e  to we a r  h i g h  or 
l ow h e e l s ,  sox or n y l o n s ,  s k i r t s ,  c a p r i s ,  b l o u s e s  or 
s h i r t s ,  e t c . ,  i t  wo u l d  c o r r e c t  s o me  of  t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
and  g i v e  g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m  to e v e r y o n e .  It  s e e ms  to 
me  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  wo u l d  be m o r e  l i k e l y  to a c c e p t  
s uch  a t h i n g  t h a n  i t  wo u l d  to a c c e p t  o u t r i g h t  i m i t a t i o n  
of  f e m a l e s  by m a l e s ,  as t h e r e  is a l w a y s  a d i s l i k e  for 
d e c e i t ,  no m a t t e r  how a l t r u i s t i c .  I am a f r a i d  t h a t  the  
c o n c e p t  of  t he  s u p e r i o r i t y  of  t he  m a l e  is so d e e p l y  
e n g r a i n e d  on r e l i g i o u s  b a s e s  t h a t  t h e  d u a l  p e r s o n a l i t y  
c o n c e p t  y ou  a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  to a t t a i n  t o l e r a n c e  for  
w i l l  be v e r y  s low i n  c o m i n g .

T h o u g h  I h a v e  g o n e  to  o c c a s i o n a l  H a l l o w e e n  
p a r t i e s  d r e s s e d  as a g i r l  ( a n d  won p r i z e s  a t  t h e m ) ,  I 
wo u l d  d i s l i k e  h a v i n g  to do i t  a l l  t he  t i m e .  T h e  c l o t h 
i n g  is p r e t t y ,  b u t  i t  is h a r d  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of,  t oo  h o t  
d u r i n g  t he  s u m m e r ,  and i t  t a k e s  t o o  l o n g  to pu t  i t  on 
and t a k e  i t  o f f .  M a k e - u p  p r e s e n t s  t he  s a m e  s i t u a t i o n :  
A l t h o u g h  i t  is c a p a b l e  of s t r i k i n g  c h a n g e s  in  o n e ’s 
a p p e a r a n c e ,  c o n t i n u a l  p r a c t i c e  a p p e a r s  m a n d a t o r y ,  
and i t  is t i m e  c o n s u m i n g .

Le f t  to my own i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  I f a v o r  v a r i e t y .
On c e  in a w h i l e  I wo u l d  go to f u l l  c o s t u m e  to e i t h e r  
e x t r e m e ,  bu t  m o s t  of t h e  t i m e  c o m f o r t ,  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  
and  my f e e l i n g s  of t h e  m o m e n t  wo u l d  g o v e r n .  P e r 
h a p s  a c o m p o s i t e  c o s t u m e  wou l d  p r e v a i l .  Du r i n g  
w a r m  w e a t h e r ,  p e r h a p s  s h i r t ,  B e r m u d a s ,  n y l o n s  and 
h e e l s  for  l o u n g i n g  a r o u n d ......................R . F . ,  U t a h

De a r  V i r g i n i a :

Af t e r  a s o m e w h a t  c a r e f r e e  s u m m e r  i n d u l g i n g  in 
my r a t h e r  m o d e r a t e  f e m i n i n e  w a r d r o b e ,  n e c e s s i t y  and 
my c i r c u m s t a n c e s  f o r c e  me  b e h i n d  l o c k e d  door s  a g a i n .  
And t h o u g h  our  a s s o c i a t i o n  has  b e e n  a b r i e f  one ,  I 
c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  to me  now t h a t  I h a v e  
r e t u r n e d  to  my s h e l l .

L i v i n g  a l o n e  for  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  i n  a l a r g e  h o u s e ,
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d r e s s i n g  as I p l e a s e d  whe n  I p l e a s e d ;  t u r n i n g  a r a t h e r  
v i v i d  i m a g i n a t i o n  l oo s e  to r a m b l e  t he  f e r t i l e  f i e l d s  
of t r a n s v e s t i s m  a t  w i l l ;  p l e a d i n g  for  t h e  f e m a l e  
w i t h i n  me  to p a r t a k e  of  t he  f r e e d o m  of  s o l i t u d e :  t h e s e  
g o l d e n  days  a r e  g o n e .  Now I am r e t u r n e d  to t he  one 
of  whom I h a d n ’t e v e n  t i m e  to  w a s t e  a t e a r  d u r i n g  t he  
hour s  and we eks  I was s u r r o u n d e d  in  f e m i n i n i t y .

My f i r s t  l e t t e r  to you  was w r i t t e n  as I e m b a r k e d  
on t h i s  g r e a t  a d v e n t u r e  no t  k n o w i n g  wh a t  t o  e x p e c t .
You h e l p e d  m e .  You r e m o v e d  t he  s h a m e ;  t a u g h t  me  
to l ook  for  m e a n i n g  i n  my d e s i r e s .  T h i s  I d i d  and 
t h r o u g h  you  I b e g i n  to know w h a t  is in m e .  It  is t he  
b e g i n n i n g  of a l ong ,  l on g  r o a d .  S o m e d a y ,  I h o p e ,  we 
w i l l  m e e t  a t  t he  end  of  t h a t  r o a d .

One of t he  few t r a n s v e s t i c  j o y s  of my p r e s e n t  
s t a t e  is t he  s t udy  of t he  p a g e s  of  my c o l l e c t i o n  of 
" o u r ” m a g a z i n e .  And t h i s  is why I w r i t e  y o u .  S o me  
t h i n g s  of w h i c h  you  w r i t e  d i s t u r b e  m e .  P l e a s e  do not  
p e r m i t  t he  p e t u l a n c e  of r u d e  i n d i v i d u a l s  to e n t e r  i n t o  
yo u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  or f u t u r e  of  
your  wo r k .  A f t e r  l e n g t h y  e x p e r i e n c e  in  t he  " c a u s e ,  "
I am h o p e f u l  t h a t  you  ar e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  
who s i m p l y  _c_anrun be p l e a s e d !

Wo r k i n g  i n  t h e  wo r l d  of  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  I am a b 
u n d a n t l y  a w a r e  of t h i s  t r u t h .  But ( a n d ,  t h i s  is m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t )  i f  w h a t  you  a r e  d o i n g  has  t he  e f f e c t  t h a t  I 
t ry  t o  c o n v e y  a b o v e  on m a n y ,  how c a n  t he  p e t t y  c o m 
p l a i n t s  of  a few s e l f i s h  m a l c o n t e n t s  c a u s e  you  so m u c h  
o b v i o u s  c o n s t e r n a t i o n ?

When ( a n d  i f)  I d i s c o v e r  t h i n g s  a b o u t  w h i c h  t o  
c o m p l a i n ,  I w i l l  b e c a u s e  I w a n t  t h i s  " c a u s e "  to  a d 
v a n c e ,  I w a n t  T V i a  t o  l i v e .  I w a n t  so v e r y  m u c h  to 
h e l p  and i t  s e e ms  to me  one  of t he  b e s t  ways  to do 
t h a t  is to m a i n t a i n  a v i g i l  on y o u r  m o r a l e ,  V i r g i n i a  
d e a r .

I am yo u r  f r i e n d .  I am d e e p l y  i n  y o u r  d e b t .  I 
am sure  you  know t h e r e  a r e  m a n y ,  m a n y  m o r e  l i k e  m e .  
T h i n k  of  us whe n  t h e  u n r e a s o n a b l e  d e t r a c t o r s  g e t  y ou  
d o w n .
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One of my p r o u d e s t  a c q u i s i t i o n s  in r e c e n t  y e a r s  
has  b e e n  t he  c o d e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  wh i c h  I s i gn be l ow.

Your  s i n c e r e  f r i e n d ,

T e c  l a  38-  M- 2

De a r  V i r g i n i a :

I am w r i t i n g  you  to  t e l l  you  mo r e  a b o u t  m y s e l f .

My f i r s t  b e g i n i n g  in  TV s t a r t e d  when  I was 15.  I 
saw my m o t h e r ’s p r e t t y  p a n t i e s ,  and I j u s t  h ad  to pu t  
t h e m  on.  At  age  of 15 I was s m a l l  and s l i g h t  for  my 
a g e ,  so t h e y  f i t t e d  j u s t  p e r f e c t l y .  From t h i s  m o m e n t  
on I c o n t i n u e d  to d ress  i n  my m o t h e r s  c l o t h e s  e v e r y  
c h a n c e  I c ou l d  g e t .

When I was 17 I w e n t  on my f i r s t  f e m m e - t r i p .  I 
d r e s s e d  up in  s k i r t  and s w e a t e r ,  n y l o n  s e a m l e s s  s t o c k 
i n g s  to c o v e r  t h e h a i r  on my l e g s ,  (I c o u l d n ’t s h a v e  
t h e m  as I used  to  swi m a l o t )  Wh i t e  b o b b y  socks ,  
w h i t e  b u c k s ,  and a s h o r t y  c o a t .  I c o m b e d  my h a i r  
i n t o  b a n g s ,  i t  was l ong  and wa vy  and pu t  on a s c a r f .
I had  f o und  in my  m o t h e r ’s d r a w e r ,  l o n g  b r o wn  h a i r  
she h ad  s a v e d  f r om h e r  y o u t h ,  and p i n n e d  i t  u n d e r  
t h e  b a n d a n a ,  so i t  wou l d  h a n g  b e l o w  and g i v e  t he  
e f f e c t  of l o n g  h a i r .  I was a l i t t l e  n e r v o u s  as I l e f t  
t h e  h o u s e .  But ,  i t  was d a r k ,  wh i c h  g a v e  me  a l i t t l e  
m o r e  c o n f i d e n c e .

As I s t e p p e d  out  i n t o  t he  c o o l i n g  e v e n i n g  a i r  I 
f e l t  a b r e e z e  up my s k i r t  t h a t  g a v e  me  a f e e l i n g  I 
w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t .  From t h a t  m o m e n t  on I was a t r u e  
TV.  I w a l k e d  down to t h e  l o c a l  m o v i e  and w e n t  i n .
As I was l e a v i n g  I l o o k e d  a t  m y s e l f  in t he  l o b b y  m i r 
r o r .  When I l o o k e d  up,  a l a d y  was s t a n d i n g  n e x t  to 
m e .  I m u s t  h a v e  b l u s h e d  a l i t t l e ,  b u t  she d i d n ’t s ee m 
t o n o t i c e  a n y t h i n g ,  and I knew I h a d  fern m e - p  a sse d .

On a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n ,  I e v e n  we n t  out  in  a b r i e f  
t e n n i s  o u t f i t  so s h o r t ,  y o u  c o u l d  a l m o s t  see  my p a n -  
t i e s .  I j u s t  w a l k e d  a r o u n d  t he  n e i g h b o r h o o d ,  t e n n i s  
r a c k e t  and a l l .  S o me  y o u n g  m a n  c a m e  d r i v i n g  by
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t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  and a s k e d  me  i f  I wo u l d  l i k e  a r i d e .
I j u s t  shook  my h e a d  and he d r o v e  on.

S i n c e  t h o s e  days ,  I h a v e  b e c o m e  l a r g e r  and o l d e r  
and I d o n ’t t h i n k  I c o u l d  f e m m e - p a s s  i n  p u b l i c .  I 
now do a l l  my d r e s s i n g  in m o t e l  r o o m s ,  as I t r a v e l .
I wou l d  l o v e  to m e e t  and c o r r e s p o n d  wi t h  o t h e r  F P ’s 
i n  t he  San  F r a n c i s c o  Bay A r e a .

E a r l e n e  5- G- 1 5

De a r  V i r g i n i a ,

P l e a s e  send me  a co p y  of y o u r  p amph l e t  on t he  Phi  
Pi E p s i l o n  S o r o r i t y .  I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  T r a n s v e s t i a  #12, 
and # 1 3 , #  14 so f a r  and h a v e  g r e a t l y  e n j o y e d  r e a d i n g  
e a c h  o n e .

I h a v e  a TV for  q u i t e  a few y e a r s ;  h o w e v e r  I h a v e  
a l wa y s  s u f f e r e d  a g u i l t  c o m p l e x .  Your  p u b l i c a t i o n s  
a r e  h e l p i n g  me  to u n d e r s t a n d  why I am t h e  way I a m,  
and t h e  g u i l t  c o m p l e x  is f a s t  d i s a p p e a r i n g .

I g r e a t l y  a d m i r e  wh a t  you  h a v e  b e e n  d o i n g  and 
c e r t a i n l y  h o p e  you  c a n  k e e p  up t h e  wonderful  w o r k .  I 
w i l l  be g l a d  to  h e l p  a n y o n e  I c a n .  I w i l l  be  r e t i r i n g  
f r om t he  Ai r  F o r c e  i n  a n o t h e r  y e a r  or two and a t  t h a t  
t i m e ,  I w i l l  be  i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to a s s i s t ,  b u t  in 
t he  i n t e r i m  I w i l l  do w h a t  I c a n .  P r i m a r i l y  wh a t  I 
m e a n  by a s s i s t i n g  is in r e f e r e n c e  to S o r o r i t y  wo r k .  I 
wou l d  a l s o  l i k e  to c o n t r i b u t e  t o  T r a n s v e s t i a ,  h o we v e r ,
I d o n ’t know j u s t  wh a t  you  wo u l d  be i n t e r e s t e d  in f r om 
m e .  M a y b e  yo u r  r e a d e r s  w o u l d  be  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  an 
a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  by a TV who has  b e e n  a d e v o t e d  Ai r  Fer
re e C a r e e r  m a n  for  ove r  20 y e a r s .  D u r i n g  m o s t  of this 
p e r i o d ,  I h a v e  b e e n  an a c t i v e  T V.  A c t u a l l y  t he  o n l y  
p i o b l e m  I ’ ve h a d ,  has  b e e n  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  of my w i f e .

I n c i d e n t l y ,  I r e c e n t l y  s e n t  h e r  a p a m p l e t  t h a t  you  
wr o t e  and s e n t  t o  me  a t  my r e q u e s t .  My w i f e ’s c o m 
m e n t  was t h a t  she h a d  r e a d  i t  and h o p e s  t h a t  we c a n  
work s o m e t h i n g  out  whe n  I r e t u r n  f r om o v e r s e a s .  Th i s  
is e n c o u r a g i n g ,  b e c a u s e  our  m a r r i a g e  was c l o s e  to b e 
i ng  on t h e  ro c k s  j u s t  p r i o r  to  my d e p a r t u r e .
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Thanks again for every th in g ,  I remain ,

Dor i s  Lou i s e  3 2 - G - 6  FPE

D e a r  V i r g i n i a ,

Be f o r e  I say one  m o r e  t h i n g ,  I w a n t  to t h a n k  you  
f r o m the  b o t t o m  of  my h e a r t  for o f f e r i n g  me  at  l e a s t  
t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of r e a s s u r a n c e  in  a h o p e  I h a d  a l m o s t  
l o s t - - t h a t  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  c o u l d  be a t r a n s v e s t i t e  and 
s t i l l  be an  i n t e l l i g e n t  and  c o n t r i b u t i n g  m e m b e r  of  
s o c i e t y .  I was r e a l l y  b e g i n n i n g  to f e e l  t h a t  I c o u l d  
be no m o r e  t h a n  a sor t  of d i s g u s t i n g  p a r a  si t e , whose  
m i n d ,  i d e a s ,  and  a b i l i t y  to p r o d u c e  wou l d  be c o m p l e 
t e l y  i g n o r e d  b e c a u s e  of  one  d e s i r e  wh i c h  n e e d e d  ver y  
m u c h  to be f u l f i l l e d ,  b u t  w h i c h  s o c i e t y  h a d  c h o s e n  to 
j u d g e  " u n a c c e p t a b l e . ” And whe n  one has  t o  s t and  
a l o n e  a g a i n s t  s o c i e t y ,  he f i n d s  h i m s e l f  b e g i n n i n g  to 
s u s p e c t  h i m s e l f  of  a l l  sor t s  of h o r r i b l e  t h i n g s  and f ee l 
i n g  n o t h i n g  b u t  d e s t r u c t i v e  g u i l t .  But  to f i nd  a group 
of  i n d i v i d u a l s  who h a v e  t h e  s a m e  d e s i r e s  I h a v e ,  and 
who a r e  a t t e m p i n g  to d e a l  wi t h  t h e m  m a t u r e l y ,  bu t  
h one  s t l y - - now I h a v e  h o p e  a g a i n .

I h o p e  I am n o t  s o u n d i n g  m a u d l i n ,  bu t  I am mo s t  
s i n c e r e l y  g r a t e f u l  for y o u r  e f f o r t s ,  V i r g i n i a ,  and I do 
v e r y  m u c h  wa n t  to b e c o m e  a m e m b e r  of  y o u r  T r a n s v e -  
t i a  s o r o r i t y .  At  t h i s  p o i n t  I am v e r y  m u c h  b e h i n d .

It s h a r d  to t h i n k  e v e n  of  b e i n g  c a l l e d  by a f e m i n 
i n e  n a m e - - D i a n a  is t h e  n a m e  I s h o u l d  l i k e  to t a k e .  
L a c k  of f i n a n c i a l  a f f l u e n c e ,  t he  t i m e  r e q u i r e d  to make 
c o n t a c t  wi t h  o t h e r  T V ’s, e t c ,  a r e  g o i n g  to push my 
g o a l s  f a r t h e r  a wa y  t h a t  I wo u l d  l i k e ;  b u t  t o  know t h a t  
my g o a l s  a r e  now w i t h i n  r e a c h ,  m a k e s  t he  w a i t i n g  less 
p a i n f u l .  T h a t  i n  a d d i t i o n  to t he  f a c t  t h a t  I h a v e  been 
a b l e  to f i n d  s o me  r e s o l u t i o n  w h i l e  s t i l l  q u i t e  y o u n g ,  
t w e n t y  t w o , m a k e s  t he  a n t i c i p a t i o n  a l m o s t  h e a l t h y , wh e n  
i t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  so t r a g i c .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D i a n a  5 1 - m - l  FPE
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"VIRGIN VIEWS* — by VIRGINIA

PREACHING, TEACHING OR PLANTING SEEDS,

I t  has  c o m e  to my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  s o m e  of our  r e a d 
ers h a v e  c o m m e n t e d  a b o u t  my e d i t o r i a l s  t h a t  "V irginia 
is p r e a c h i n g  a g a i n . "  E v e r y o n e  is e n t i t l e d  to  t h e i r  own 
o p i n i o n  and c a n  c a l l  t h e m  as t h e y  s ee  t h e m . "  T o  those  
who c h o o s e  to  r e g a r d  my o b s e r v a t i o n s  as " p r e a c h i n g  " 
t h e r e  is b u t  l i t t l e  I c a n  do and ,  as a m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  
t h e r e  is l i t t l e  I wa n t  to do,  b e c a u s e  I d o n ’t b e l i e v e  
t h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  v e r y  f a r  a l o n g  i n  t h e i r  d e v e l o p e m e n t .

T h e s e  a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  who a r e  l o o k i n g  for  e r o t i c 
a l l y  s t i m u l a t i n g  s t o r i e s  and n o t h i n g  e l s e  i n  T V i a ,  and 
s p a c e  t h a t  is " w a s t e d  " on an e d i t o r i a l  is s p a c e  t h a t  
is no t  g i v i n g  t h e m  t h e i r  e r o t i c  m o n e y s  w o r t h .  I p e r s 
o n a l l y  am sor ry  t h a t  a n y o n e  l oo k s  on w h a t  I h a v e  to 
say as " p r e a c h i n g " ,  n o t  t h a t  I t h i n k  I h a v e  a l l  t h e  
an s we r s  or t h a t  w h a t  I say is n e c e s s a r ily  so,  b u t  b e 
c a u s e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  h a v e  n o t  r i z e n  m u c h  a b o v e  th e b e l t  
I ' m  n o t  so r ry  for  m e ,  I ' m  sor ry  for  t h e m .

I h a v e  o f t e n  s a i d  t o  v a r i o u s  p e o p l e ,  wh e n  e x p l a i n 
i ng  a b o u t  T V i s m ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  b u t  few a c t i  v i  t i e s , th e 
s t udy  of w h i c h , re v e a l s  m o r e  a b o u t  h u m a n  b e h a v i o r t h a n  
t h a t  of T V.  T h i s  is b e c a u s e  i t  has  r a m i f i c a t i o n  i n  a l l  
k i nds  of a r e a s .  T h i s  is a f a c t  t h a t  is n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  
a p p a r e n t ; n e i t h e r  t o  m a n y  TV nor  t o  p s y c h i a t r i s t s .  To 
m a k e  t h i s  f a c t  e v i d e n t  was one of my p u r p o s e s  i n  founding 
T v i a  and i n  c o n t i n u i n g  i t .  Probably n o b o d y  i n  h i s t o r y  
has  h a d  c o n t a c t  wi t h  m o r e  p e o p l e ,  m o r e  m a t e r i a l ,  m ore 
i d e a s , m o r e  e v e r y t h i n g  h a v i n g  to do w i t h  t h i s  s u b j e s t  
t h a n  I h a v e .  I d o n ' t  say t h i s  t o  b r a g ,  I say i t  as a s ta te 
m e n t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  of t h i s  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  pay  a tte n tio n  
t o  w h a t  I say- - far  f r o m i t .  I f i n d  m y s e l f  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of  t he  old p o e m ' T  used t o  t h i n k l  kn ew I Knew,  b u t  now I 
mu s t  c o n f e s s , t h e  m o r e l  know,  I know I k n o w , I  know I 
k n o w , I  know t h e  l e s s " .

T w e n t y  f i v e  y e a r s  ag o  I c o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  you  a l l  
a b o u t  T V i s m ,  w h a t  c a u s e d  i t ,  and w h a t  i t  a c c o m p l i s h e d .  
F i f t e e n  y e a r s  ag o  I c o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  you  t h e  same things,
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b u t ,  I wo u l d  h a v e  h a d  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s .  T e n  y e a r s  ago 
I c o u l d  h a v e  t o l d  y ou  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  bu t  wi t h  a 
t h i r d  s e t  of r e a s o n s .  T o d a y  I c a n ’ t t e l l  you  every th ing  
a b o u t  i t ,  b e c a u s e  I h a v e  a c q u i r e d  e n o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  
and  s e e n  e n o u g h  of t h i s  wh o l e  p h e n o m e n a  to r e a l i z e  
how l i t t l e  we r e a l l y  know a b o u t  i t .  But b a c k  to my 
e d i t o r i a l s -----.

I s ee  m y s e l f  as h a v i n g  four  functions as t he  Ed i t o r  
of T v i a .  F irst; of  c o u r s e ,  is t o  f i nd  TVs ,  by adver t i s ing,  
by any  m e a n s  and h e l p i n g  to  b r i n g  t h e m  out  of t h e i r  
c l o s e t s  and l e t t i n g  t h e m  know t h a t  they a r e  no t  a l o n e .

S e c o n d ,  t o  p r o v i d e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and a m e a n s  of 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and s e l f  e x p r e s s i o n  t h r o u g h  our  p u b l i 
c a t i o n s .  T h i r d l y ,  I f e e l  t h a t  i t  is my o b l i g a t i o n  to 
pas s  a l o n g  i d e a s ,  t h a t  h e l p  one t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  a c c e p t  
and e x p l a i n  t o  o t h e r s ,  and t o  l i v e  wi t h  wh a t  for  a l l  of 
us h a s  b e e n  a d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g .  S i n c e  so m u c h  m a t e r i a l  
and  i d e a s  c r os s  my des k  a n y w a y ,  I wo u l d  be r e m i s s ,  as 
I see  i t ,  n o t  t o  pass  t h e s e  on to y o u .  How e l s e  c o u l d  
I do i t  b u t  by an e d i t o r i a l ?  Now,  s o m e  m a y  c a l l  these 
’’p r e a c h i n g ” i f  t h e y  t h i n k  I am t r y i n g  t o  h a n d  down 
f r o m a b o v e  a l l  t he  an s we r s ,  w h i c h  I m o s t  a s s u r e d l y  am* 
no t ,  s i n c e  I d o n ’ t c l a i m  to know t h e m  m y s e l f .  Or t h e y  
c a n  be  c a l l e d  ” t e a c h i n g , ” w h i c h  is a l i t t l e  c l o s e r  t o  the 
t r u t h ,  i n s o f a r  as c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and f o r t u n e  h a v e  g i v e n  
me  a c c e s s  t o  m a t e r i a l ,  e x p e r i e n c e  and e x p r e s s i o n s  
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  d e n i e d  to  m a n y  o t h e r s .  H a v i n g  e x p e r 
i e n c e d ,  e x p r e s s e d  and l e a r n e d ,  i t  is on l y  r e a s o n a b l e  to 
pass  t h i s  on t o  s o m e o n e  e l s e  i n  t he  f o r m of t e a c h i n g .

T h e r e  a r e  t e a c h e r s  and t e a c h e r s .  E s s e n t i a l l y  t he  
j o b  of  t e a c h i n g  m e r e l y  m e a n s  r e l a t i n g  an'd e x p l a i n i n g  
s o m e t h i n g  one p e r s o n  knows to p e r s o n s  who do no t  know 
i t .  But  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  a s p e c t  of  t e a c h i n g  is no t  m e r e l y  
t o  p r o v i d e  f a c t s  for  p e o p l e ,  b u t  to s t i m u l a t e  t h e m  wi th  
i d e a s - - t o  p l a n t  s ee d s  as i t  we r e  for  t h e m  to c u l t i v a t e ,  
d e v e l o p  and , h o p e f u l l y , to h a r v e s t .  I f  I e x p e c t e d  a l l  
t h e  p e o p l e  who  r e a d  t h e s e  e d i t o r i a l s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e m  
as t h e y  f i r s t  s ee  t h e m ,  I wo u l d  be a b i g g e r  f o o l  t h a n  
I t h i n k  I a m .  But i f  I c a n  s e t  f o r t h  s o me  i d e a  of m ine 
i n  such  a f a s h i o n  t h a t  c a u s e s ,  you  to  t h i n k ,  I w i l l  have 
d o n e  t h i s  p a r t  of  my j o b .  Even  t h i n k i n g  i n  o r d e r  to 
d i s a g r e e  is b e t t e r  t h a n  c o l d l y  a c c e p t i n g  s o m e t h i n g ,
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s o m e o n e  e l s e  s a y s .  So I s e t  f or t h  v a r i o u s  i d e a s  t h a t  
c o m e  to m e .  E l a b o r a t e  u po n  t h e m ,  work out  a c o n - ,  
e l u s i o n  and t h e n  m a k e  t h i s  i n t o  an e d i t o r i a l  w i t h  t he  
h o p e  for a l l ,  t h a t  t h e r e  are  s u f f i c i e n t  a m o n g  t h e  read
ers who  w i l l  r ead and t h e n  t h i n k  to  m a k e  i t  wo r t h  while.

Wh e t h e r  y o u  t h i n k  p o s i t i v e l y  or n e g a t i v e l y  a b o u t  
wh a t  I say i s n ’t i m p o r t a n t ,  but  t h a t  y o u  t h i n k  at  a l l ,  is.  
As I s a i d ,  i n  t he  b e g i n n i n g  I am sorry for t h o s e  t h a t  
r e g a r d  t h e s e  e d i t o r i a l s  as p r e a c h i n g  s i n c e  i t  i s  obvious  
t h a t  t h e y  are  no t  g o i n g  t o  be  s t i m u l a t e d  to c u l t i v a t e  
i d e a s  nor d e v e l o p  f u r t h e r  i d e a s  of  t h e i r  o wn .  I am glad 
we do no t  h a v e  t o o  m a n y  of  t h e s e  a m o n g s t  us .  For them 
t h e r e  are  n u mb e r s  of  p a g e s  of  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  and h i s 
t o r i e s  i n  T V i a  and I am h o p e f u l  t h a t  t h e s e  p l e a s e  them, 
but  t he  t h r e e  or four p a g e s  of e a c h  i s s u e  t h a t  are  used  
by V i r g i n  V i e w s  c o l u m n  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  by an a r t id e  
o u t s i d e  of  t h i s  c o l u m n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a f e w p a g e s  given 
ove r  to S u s a n n a  for her  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  
be used for t h i s  s e e d  p l a n t i n g  o p e r a t i o n  for t he  benef i t  
of  t h o s e  p e o p l e  who  l i k e  to t h i n k ,  and who  a p p r e c i a t e  
t he  s t i m u l a t i o n  of  new i d e a s .  T h o s e  wh o  t h i n k  w i l l  
g r a d u a l l y  d e v e l o p  s e l f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  
and p e a c e  of  m i n d ,  t h o s e  who  do no t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  i n  
l o c k e d  r o o ms ,  i f  no t  p h y s i c a l l y ,  t h e n  m e n t a l l y .  T h e y  
w i l l  n e v e r  r e a l l y  d e v e l o p  a f e m m e s e l f  as t h e y  w i l l  r e 
m a i n  i n  t he  r e a l m  of  e r o t i c  f e t i s h i s m  and g u i l t y  and  
s e c r e t  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  a l w a y s  
f e e l  a s h a m e d  of and g u i l t y  a b o u t .

Wh i l e  s o m e  are  so c o n d i t i o n e d  to  t he  f e a r ,  g u i l t  
and s h a m e  r o u t i n e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n ’t b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  any 
ot he r  wa y  to  l i v e  w i t h  T V i s m  ( s o m e  e v e n  m a s o c h i s t i c 
a l l y  e n j o y  t h e s e  f e e l i n g s )  a g o o d  m a n y  o t h e r s  h a v e  
grown i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  a c c e p t a n c e  and f i n a l l y  to true  
e n j o y m e n t  of  t h e i r  f e m m e s e l v e s .  T h i s  has  o c c u r r e d  
b e c a u s e  of  t he  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  ne w i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  new 
e x p e r i e n c e s  and t he  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a ne w a w a r e n e s s  
of  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  for t he  f e m i n i n e  r o l e  i n  l i k e .  I am 
p l e a s e d  and h a p p y  in t he  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i n  t he  l i v e s  
of  m a n y  of  t h o s e  i n  w h o m t h i s  g r o wt h  ha s  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  
my ’’p r e a c h i n g ” t e a c h i n g  or s e e d  p l a n t i n g ,  c a l l  i t  
wh a t  y o u  w i l l ,  has  p l a y e d  a p a r t .

V i r g i n i a .
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EDITORIAL
EMANATIONS

BY y%sû mjbz/
I .  CLIPSHEET AND TV TALES;  T h o s e  of  y o u  wh o  had 
o r d e r e d  t h e  C l i p s h e e t s  b e f o r e  # 14 and at  t he  old rate  
of  $ 1 . 0 0  e a c h ,  or 6 for $ 5 . 0 0 ,  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  
a n o t i c e  i n d i c a t i n g  t he  a m o u n t  n e c e s s a r y  to r e a d j u s t  
t h e s e  up to  t he  ne w p r i c e .  It was  r a t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  thing 
t o  e x p l a i n  on my l i t t l e  s h e e t  and I d o n ’ t t h i n k  I was  
a b l e  to  do so c l e a r l y  e n o u g h .  Ma ny  of  y o u  h a v e  s e nt  
b a c k  t he  i n d i c a t e d  a m o u n t s ,  but  f e w of  y o u  h a v e  a p p 
a r e n t l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h o s e  a m o u n t s  m e r e l y  a d j u s t e d  
the* C l i p s h e e t s  to  t he  r i g h t  a m o u n t s .  T h e y  did not  pay 
for  any  T V - T A L E S .  I h o p e  t h a t  t he  f i r s t  of  t he  T V -  
TALES w h i c h  was  s e n t  to a l l  t h o s e  s u b s c r i b i n g  for the  
C l i p s h e e t  i n  p l a c e  of  one  i s s u e  of  the  l a t t e r  was  i n t e r 
e s t i n g  e n o u g h  to r e s u l t  i n  e n o u g h  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  to  war
r ant  i t s  c o n t i n u a n c e .  For t h o s e  o f  y o u  who  h a v e  not  
p r e v i o u s l y  s u b s c r i b e d .  T h e s e  are  shor t  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  
16 p a g e s ,  s e l l  for $ 1 . 5 0  s i n g l y  or 4 for $ 5 . 0 0  and w i l l  
be p u b l i s h e d  at  i r r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  a b o u t  e v e r y  t h r e e  
m o n t h s  so t h a t  at  l e a s t  4 w i l l  a p p e a r  e a c h  y e a r .

II .  QUESTI ONS AND A NSWERS; Every  f e w days  or so
I r e c e i v e  a l e t t e r  f rom s o m e o n e  a s k i n g  a b o u t  s o m e  as 
p e c t  of  t h e  TVs  p r o b l e m .  Ma n y  of  y o u  f ound T V i a  
a f t e r  i t  was  p r e t t y  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  and did no t  t h e r e 
f or e  s e e  m a n y  o f  t he  e a r l i e r  e d i t i o n s .  I t h i n k  t h a t  
a b o u t  e v e r y  p r o b l e m  of  i m p o r t a n c e  to  t he  TV has  been  
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s  i n  o ne  i s s u e  or a n o t h e r .  S i n c e  
I do n o t  h a v e  t i m e  to a n s w e r  t h e s e  i n q u i r i e s  w i t h  l e t 
t er s  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  m o r e  o f  y o u  f i l l  out  y o u r  f i l e  of  
T V i a  w i t h  s o m e  of  t h e  b a c k  i s s u e s .  Back a b o u t  # 15 I 
p r e p a r e d  a l e a f l e t  e n t i t l e d  "What  has  Gone  B e f o r e , "  
w h i c h  o u t l i n e d  t he  m a i n  c o n t e n t s  i n  t he  f i r s t  15 i ssues .

My c o d e  n u m b e r  for t h i s  p i e c e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  S - 4 .  
If  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  one  s e n t  w i t h  your  n e x t  order  j us t  ask 
for S - 4  and I ’ l l  put  i t  i n .  A l t h o u g h  e a c h  T V i a  bears  
a m o n t h  and y e a r  d a t e ,  a c t u a l l y  n o n e  o f  t h e m  i s  p a r t i 
c u l a r l y  t i m e l y ,  t h a t  i s ,  t he  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  e t c .  P r i n t 
ed t wo  y e a r s  a g o  are  j u s t  as i n t e r e s t i n g  and u s e f u l  to
da y  as t h e y  w e r e  t h e n .  Ma ny  of  y o u  h a v e  w i s h e d  that  
T V i a  w o u l d  a p p e a r  m o n t h l y  so y o u ’d h a v e  mo r e  to read,
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y e t  y o u  do no t  f i l l  i n  wi t h  t he  b a c k  i s s u e s .  At  t he  s p 
e c i a l  b a c k  i s s u e  r a t e  or 6 for t he  p r i c e  of  5 ( $  20 . 0 - 0 )  
t h e y  are  o n l y  $ 3 . 3 3  a p i e c e ,  so why n o t  f i l l  i n  the  
h o l e s  i n  y o ur  c o l l e c t i o n  and m a k e  i t  c o m p l e t e ?

III .  SPECRETARIES AND LIS T S: It i s  b e c o m i n g  i n c r e 
asingly a p p a r e n t  to  me  t h a t  i n  v i e w  t h a t  i t  i s  m a n i f e s 
t l y  i m p o s s i b l e  to  run a b u s i n e s s  t h a t  grows  e v e r y  day  
i n  s i z e  and c o m p l e x i t y  a l l  by m y s e l f .  I am g o i n g  to  
require h e l p .  E v e r y o n e  v o l u n t e e r s  to  h e l p ,  but  t he  k i nd  
I n e e d  c a n " t  be  p a r c e l e d  out  to v o l u n t e e r s .  I n e e d  
s o m e o n e  to do w h a t  J o y c e  d i d .  Not  j u s t  t he  Mi rror ,  
Ma r y a n n  is  h a n d l i n g  t h a t ,  but ,  s o m e o n e  to h e l p  i n  r e 
c o r d i n g ,  p a c k a g i n g  , m a i l i n g  e t c .  To  do t h i s  t h e y  mu s t  
h a v e  a c c e s s  to  t he  m a i l i n g  l i s t .  Now I h a v e  a l w a y s  
s a i d  t h a t  I k e p t  a c c e s s  to t he  l i s t  l i m i t e d  to  m y s e l f ,  
my w i f e ,  and i n  t h e i r  day  to  Barbara and to J o y c e .  I 
am t h e r e f o r e  g o i n g  to  h a v e  to f i nd  s o m e o n e  t h a t  I c a n  
e m p l o y  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s .  N a t u r a l l y  I ’l l  try and find a re
l i a b l e  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  person. But she  c o u l d  no t  help  
u n l e s s  t he  a ddr e s s  c a r ds  w e r e  i n  h e r  h a n d s  w h i l e  she  
did the  j ob .

Now t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of  y o u  use  P . O .  b o x e s , a n d  
ma n y  of  y o u  use  p s e u d o n y m s ,  so t h e  p r o b l e m  of  s e c u r 
i t y  i s  r e a l l y  no t  as s e r i o u s  as i t  m i g h t  s e e m .  What  I 
p r o p o s e  t o  do t h e r e f o r e  i s  t o  s e t  up t w o  l i s t s ,  an "O" 
l i s t  for o p e n  and a "C" l i s t  for C l o s e d .  Any of  y o u  who 
f e e l  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  for y o u  to be  on t he  " C ” l i s t  must  
t e l l  me  to put  y o u  on t h i s  l i s t .  I w i l l  t h e n  h a n d l e  t he  
” C" l i s t  p e r s o n a l l y  and l e t  my h i r e d  g i r l  h a n d l e  t he  
" O " c a r d s .  T h i s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  m e a n  a s l i g h t l y  l o n g e r  
d e l a y  i n  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  mai l ed s i n c e  I w i l l  h a v e  to  wait 
t i l l  I c a n  do t he  j o b  m y s e l f  w h e r e a s  t he  g i r l  c a n  do i t  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t he  w e e k .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  
to  be  t he  o n l y  s o l u t i o n .  I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  are  
m a n y  of  y o u  who  n e e d  to  be  on a " C " l i s t  b e c a u s e  
e i t h e r  y o u  r e v e a l e d  your  t rue  n a m e s  w h e n  y o u  o r d e r e d  
i n  the  f i r s t  p l a c e  thus  s h o w i n g  t h a t  y o u  we r e  not  t o o  
s c a r e d ,  or us ed a f a l s e  n a m e ,  i n  w h i c h  c a s e  i t  d o e s n ' t  
m a k e  any d i f f e r e n c e  a n y w a y  who  s e e s  i t .  N a t u r a l l y  
C o n t a c t  and FPE f o r ms  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  be  h a n d l e d  by  
me  p e r s o n a l l y .  So i f  y o u  f e e l  y o u  MUST be on the  
"C" l i s t  p l e a s e  l e t  m e  know s oon,  o t h e r  w i s e  I w i l l  a s 
s u m e  that  t he  "O" l i s t  is O . K . a s  far as your concerned.
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III. PIRATES AGAI N;  On c e  a g a i n  i t  c o m e s  to my a t t 
e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  are  a l o t  of  d i s h o n e s t  p e o p l e  i n  the  
w o r l d .  Ev e n  t h o u g h  T V i a  i s  c o p y r i g h  t e d , i t  d o e s  not  
s t o p ,  p e o p l e  f rom c o p y i n g  i t  and s e l l i n g  i t .  You c a n  
a l w a y s  r e c o g n i z e  a p i r a t e d  c o p y  by mu d d y  p i c t u r e s ,  by 
t he  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  m a g a z i n e  b o u n d - - t h a t  i s ,  no t  a square 
b a c k  w i t h  t he  n a m e  and d a t e  v e r t i c a l l y  a l o n g  t he  b i nd
i n g .  A l l  i s s u e s  s i n c e  # 11 h a v e  had s q u a r e  b a c k s ,  and 
t h e  n a m e  on t h e  b i n d i n g  s i n c e  # 17.  M o r e o v e r ,  a l l  
t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t he  i n s i d e  b a c k  c o v e r  
i s  m i s s i n g .  If  t h i s  c o p y  has  a b l a n k  i n s i d e  c o v e r  i t  is  
a c o p y .  You m a y  order  d i r e c t l y  f rom CHEVALIER PUB
LI CATI ONS  BOX 360 91 LOS ANGELES # 6 ,  CALIFORNIA,  
at  $ 4 . 0 0  per  i s s u e .  I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  n a m e  and 
a d d r e s s e s  of  s hops  s e l l i n g  p i r a t e d  e d i t i o n s  of  T V i a  
f r o m # 16 on.  T h a n k s .

I V.  ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:  Word has  g o t t e n  to  me
t h a t  s o m e  o f  y o u  are  u n h a p p y  b e c a u s e  you  r e c e i v e d  
no a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  of  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  for p u b l i 
c a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  of  t h i s  I h a v e  p r i n t e d  up a l i t t l e  sl ip 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  has  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  and whether  
i t  i s  s u i t a b l e .  It  i s  so e a s y  t o  s i t  b a c k  and p i c k  on 
s o m e  l i t t l e  t h i n g  t o  s ay ,  ’’why  d o e s n ' t  V i r g i n i a  do t hi s  
or t h a t . "  I 'd l i k e  to  be  a b l e  to w r i t e  l e t t e r s ,  a n s w e r  
q u e s t i o n s  and da a h u n d r e d  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  but  t h e r e  are  
o n l y  24 hour s  in t he  d a y .  I h a v e  a r e g u l a r  j ob t h a t  
t a k e s  a b o u t  9-10 of  t h o s e  hours  and e a t i n g  and s leep in g  
h a v e  to  be  g i v e n  a l i t t l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  as of  t he  d e 
m a n d s  of  my  w i f e ,  son,  and b u s i n e s s - s o c i a l  e n g a g e m e n t s .

Eac h  l i t t l e  t h i n g  i s  a n o t h e r  5 m i n u t e s ,  and do t h e y  
e v e r  add up.  H o w e v e r ,  I d o n ' t  w a n t  a n y o n e  to  be  u n 
h a p p y  so I w i l l  use  t h e s e  s l i p s ,  but  p l e a s e  u nde r s t a nd ,  
t h a t  I h a v e  no wa y  of  p r e d i c t i n g  w h e n  an a c c e p t a b l e  
i t e m  w i l l  be  u s e d .

W h i l e  we  are  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  m a t e r i a l ,  I m i g h t  just 
as w e l l  put  i n  a p l u g  for i t .  As I ' v e  s a i d  m a n y  t i m e s  
T r a n s v e s t i a ,  t he  C l i p s h e e t ,  the  Mirror,  and s e p a r a t e  
s t o r i e s  are  c o m p o s e d  of  m a t e r i a l  s e n t  i n  by y o u  t he  
r e a d e r ;  I o n l y  a r r a n g e  i t  and g e t  i t  p r i n t e d .  So i f  each  
of  y o u  w i l l  t a k e  a l i t t l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for p r o v i d i n g  
i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l  a l l  o f  t h e s e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  w i l l  be  
m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  to  e v e r y o n e .
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R e m e m b e r , w e  are are now o f f e r i n g  p a y m e n t  at  
$ 1 . 0 0  a p a g e  for m a t e r i a l  in T v i a  or s e p a r a t e  s t o r i e s  
t ha t  are mo r e  than 10 p a g e s  l o n g  and w h i c h  is no t  a 
c a s e  h i s t o r y , l e  t t er  to the  Edi t or  or a C o v e r  Gi r l  s t o r y .

It is not  a l o t  but ,  i t  is  s o m e t h i n g .  Wi th m o r e  m a t 
e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  i t  m e a n s  t h e r e ,  is mo r e  to s e l e c t  f r om  
and the  q u a l i t y  of  t he  w h o l e  o p e r a t i o n  g o e s  up.  P a r t 
i c u l a r l y  i s  thi s  the c a s e  w i t h  t he  F e m m e  Mi r r o r .  M a r y 
ann w i l l  do her  b e s t  to o r g a n i z e  and m a k e  an i n t e r e s 
t i n g  p a p e r  for y o u ,  but  s i n c e  i t  is c o m p o s e d  a l m o s t  e n 
t i r e l y  of  i d e a s ,  g o s s i p ,  h e l p s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  and com m ents  
f rom your  l e t t e r s  i t  r e q u i r e s  your  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

Many of  y o u  d o n ’t s u b s c r i b e  to  t he  Mi r r o r .  T h i s  i s  
f r a n k l y  a p l u g  for y o u  to do so .  It i s  o n l y  wor t h  t he  
e f f o r t  i f  e n o u g h  p e o p l e  s how an i n t e r e s t .  S i n c e  t h i s  
i s  t he  o n l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  has  e x i s t e d  t h a t  a i m s  to  
p r o v i d e  a f orm and d i s c u s s i o n  p l a c e  for T v ’s on t h e i r  
f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t ,  i t  o u g h t  to be  of  i n t e r e s t  to  p r a c t i c 
a l l y  e v e r y  r e a d e r  of  T v i a .  In i t  y o u  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e  
on a p e r s o n a l  l e v e l  and t a l k  to and a b o u t  o t h e r s  e v e n  
t ho '  you  l i v e  in an i s o l a t e d  l o c a l i t y  or " l o c k e d  r o o m . ” 
Try i t .  $ 1 . 0 0  per  i s s u e ,  $ 1 0 . 0 0  per  y e a r ,  p u b l i s h e d  
m o n t h l y  a_b o u_t_ the  15t h .
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<V &  aP t/i& xyriS
FP E  OR CONTACT MEMBERS ONLY

NjDXICE.1 . Us e  of  t he  "Pers on  to Pe r s on"  c o l u m n  is lim 
i t e d  to m e m b e r s  of  FPE and to t h o s e  w i l l i n g  to f i l l  out  
a p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  form w h i c h  w i l l  be s e nt  on r e 
g u e s t .  Addr e s s  a l l  a n s we r s  to  adds  a p p e a r i n g  h e r e  t o : 
" CONT ACT "  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  Bl v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19, C a l i f .

5 -L -ll Married FP, 2 8, D e s i r e s  c o r r e s .  e s p e c i a l l y  wi t h  
o t h e r s  i n  C a l i f .  FPs,  but  w i l l  ans we r  l e t t e r s  
f r om a n y w h e r e .  DONNA

3 2 - D - 4  TV,  27 ,  A n x i o u s  to  c o r r e s .  and m e e t  u n d e r s t 
a n d i n g  w o m a n  & o t h e r  T V s , N. Y. C. area. BARBARA

2 2 - G - 2  Ma r r i e d  TV,  31, w i s h e s  c o r r e s . a n d  m e e t  o t he r s  
i n  D e t r o i t  a r e a .  Ans we r  a l l  l e t t e r s .  BETTY

38-B-5 Ma r r i e d  T V, 38,  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e a  w i s h e s  corres.  
and p o s s i b l y  m e e t  o t h e r s .  WENDY JEAN

GOODS AND SERVICES

REMAILING SERVICE: If y o u  d o n ’ t wa n t  your  n a m e  on mail
i n g  l i s t s  or your  ad d r e s s  k n o wn ,  use  m i n e .  Your m a i l  
h a n d l e d  w i t h  g r e a t e s t  c o n f i d a n c e  and r e m a i l e d  in  
s t r o n g  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e s .  Wr i t e  for c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a 
t i o n .  HEDGEPETH-Mail agent 4 0 6  S o . 2nd St. Alhambra, Calif.

***** WIG CLEANI NG AND DRESSING *****

I u n d e r s t a n d  y o ur  n e e d s  and i n t e r e s t  and w i l l  be g l a d  
to  c l e a n ,  dress  and s t y l e  your  ha i r  p i e c e  for y o u .  Ma i l  
w i g ,  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  a p i c t u r e  i f  p o s s i b l e  s h o w i n g  d e s i r e d  
s t y l e ,  and $ 8 . 0 0 .  P a c k  s e c u r e l y  in a box t ha t  c a n  be  
r e t u r n e d .  F i s h i s h e d  w i g  w i l l  be  s e nt  b a c k  p o s t p a i d  and
i n s u r e d  w i t h i n  one  w e e k .  S e n t  t o ----------------ANN RAE
100 8 N o .  Gar dne r ,  H o l l y w o o d  4 6 ,  C a l i f o r n i a .
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D E SC R IP T IV E  PR IC E LIST

" T R A NSVESTI A" . .  . A  m a g a z i n e  w r i t t e n  by ,  for,  and  
a b o u t  m e n  w i t h  a ’’F e e l i n g  for the  F e m i n i n e ” . P u b 
l i s h e d  1st .  of  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h s  at  $ 4  c o p y .  Back  
i s s u e s  f rom # 3  on a v a i l a b l e  at  r e d u c e d  r a t e  of  6 i s s u e s  
for $ 20 .
"FEMMEMIRROR".  . , A 16 p a g e  N e w s l e t t e r  and g o s s i p  
s h e e t  p r i v a t e l y  c i r c u l a t e d .  P u b l i c h e d  15th of  e a c h  
mo n t h  at $1 c o p y .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  12 for $ 1 0 .
”CLI PSHEET” . . . N e w s  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and i m p e r s o n 
a t i o n  around the  w o r l d .  C l i p p i n g s  s e n t  i n  by r e a d e r s  
for s c r a p b o o k  u s e .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  at  $ 1 . 5 0 .  
Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
’’ T V - T A L E S  OF FEMME FICT ION ” . . . 16 p a g e  s hor t  s t o r 
i e s  wi t h  T r a n s v e s t i c  t h e m e s .  P u b l i s h e d  4 t i m e s  a y e a r  
at  $ 1 . 5 0 .  Y e a r l y  s u b s c r i p t i o n  $ 5 .
N O T E : - - B a c k  i s s u e s  of  Mi rror and C l i p s h e e t  are  a v a i l 
a b l e ,  r e d u c e d  to 6 i s s u e s  $ 3 .  Order m a y  be  m i x e d .
GROUP SUBSCRI PTI ON.  . .  6 i s s u e s  T V i a ,  12 Mi rrors ,  4 
C l i p s h e e t s  and 4 T V - T a l e s  $ 4 0 .  B o u g h t  s ep a r a t e  l y  $ 4 8 .

S e p a r a t e  Books
’’THE TRANSVESTI TE AND HIS W I F E . . .  A d i s c u s s i o n  
f rom bot h  p o i n t s  o f  y i e w . . .  i n c l u d e s  26 p a g e s  o f  l e t 
ters  f rom u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i v e s .  Wr i t t e n  s i m p l y ,  f a i r l y  
and d i r e c t l y  to  h e l p  w i v e s  and p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t a n d .  . . $ 3 .

FATED FOR FEMI NI NI T Y ” . . .  F a s c i n a t i n g  s t or y  of  a h i g h  
s c h o o l  boy  who  wa n t s  t o  be c h e e r  l e a d e r  and e n d s  up as 
Be aut y  Q u e e n  and e v e n t u a l l y  b r i d e  of  a b e a u t i f u l  g i r l .
I l l u s t r a t e d ,  90 p a g e s ............................................................................. $ 5 .
” 1 AM A MALE A CT RES S ” . . . Rep or t e  r i m p e r s o n a t e d  a 
star m a k e s  h i t ,  g e t s  c o n t r a c t ,  b e c o m e s  a c t r e s s  m a r r i e s  
f e m a l e  s tar ,  t h e y  l i v e  as s i s t e r s  I l l u s .  100 p a g e s . . .  $ 5 .
’’THE S CARCI TY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORIES.  . . A 
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  5 s t o r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  I l l u s 
t r a t e d ,  7 7 p a g e s ...................................................................................... $ 5 •
"REVERSE SEX ” . . .  C o m p l e t e  and a u t h o r i z e d  a u t o b i o 
g r a p h y  of  f a m o u s  P a r i s i a n  p e r s o n a l i t y - - C o c c i n e l l e  .
120 p a g e s  o f  s t o r y ,  64 p a g e s  of  p i c t u r e s  d r e s s e d  and
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u n d r e s s e d  to  s how r e m a r k a b l e  c o n v e r s i o n .  I m p o r t e d  
f rom E n g l a n d ........................................................................................  $ 3 .

" CUS T OM MADE DRESSES FOR T RANS VES TITES " . . . C ata-  
l o g  # 2  D r e s s e s ,  s k i r t s ,  b l o u s e s ,  l o u n g e  w e a r ,  l i n g e r i e .
Ma d e  to  y o u r  m e a s u r e .  F u l l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  for y o u  to  
m e a s u r e  y o u r s e l f ................................................................................... $1.
WI G- WI S DOM"  . . .  L e a f l e t  g i v i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  t y p e s ,  c o s t s  
s t y l i n g ,  c a r e ,  m e a s u r i n g  for m a i l  order  e t c ..............  $1.

M e r c h a n d i s e

SPECIAL B R A . . .  w i t h  i n f l a t a b l e  p l a s t i c  i n s e r t s . . . .  $ 5 .  
JELLY K I T . . . f o r  f i l l i n g  i n s e r t s .............................................. $ 5 .

T h e s e  t w o  i t e m s  t o g e t h e r  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  a v e r y  n a t 
u r a l  b u s t l i n e  for w e i g h t ,  s o f t n e s s ,  " b o u n c e "  e t c .  A 
MUST for g o o d  i m p e r s o n a t i o n .  C o m p l e t e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
for m a k i n g  and f i l l i n g  j e l l y ,  m a k i n g  c l e a v a g e  e t c .
WIG BLOCKS . . .  P l a s t i c  . N e c e s s a r y  for w i g  c a r e . . . $ 5 .

CLAMP.  . . F o r  w i g  b l o c k s ,  T i l t s  and c l a m p s ................. $ 5 .

ORDER BLANK-----P l e a s e  t e a r  out  and u s e .

T o  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s
Box 36 0 9 1  Los A n g e l e s  36,  C a l i f o r n i a

N a m e ______________________________________ Co d e  N o . __________

A d d r e s s _________________________ C i t y ________________S t a t e _____

I e n c l o s e  $___________ P l e a s e  s end m e  t he  f o l l o w i n g
i n  a p l a i n  s e a l e d  e n v e l o p e  v i a  1st C l a s s  M a i l .

___________________________________________________$________

_________________________________________________ r_ $ _______

___________________________________________________$________

___________________________________________________$________

_____________________ ___ _________________________ $________
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTI A is m a d e  up p r i m a r i l y  of  m a t e r i a l  s u b 
m i t t e d  by i t s  r e a d e r s .  Ca s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n 
c e s ,  f i c t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  p o e m s  and  
p i c t u r e s  are w e l c o m e .  T h e  g r e a t e r  t he  v a r i e t y  t he  
mo r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t he  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  b e .  M a t e r i a l  is  
s o l i c t e d  on the  f o l l o w i n g  b a s i s :

1. Mos t  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  is o f f e r e d  w i t h o u t  e x p e c 
t a t i o n  of  c o mp e  ns a t i  o n - f  or t he  b e n e f i t  of  al l , .
2 .  H o w e v e r ,  f i c t i o n ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n c e s  and a r t i c l e s  
r u n n i n g  10 p r i n t e d  p a g e s  or mo r e  w i l l  be  c o m p e n s a t e d  
at t he  r a t e  of  $1 per  p a g e .  T h i s  d o e s  no t  a p p l y  to  
short  s u b j e c t s ,  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  l e t t e r s  and t h e  l i k e .
Th i s  p a y m e n t  is not  l a r g e ,  but  is o f f e r e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
a u t h o r s h i p .
3.  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  n o t  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e 
q u e s t e d  and s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .
4 .  T h e  Edi t or  r e s e r v e s  t he  r i g h t  to  be  s o l e  j u d g e  of  
what  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and to e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e 
l e t e  or r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  w h e n  i t  is d e e m e d  i n  t he  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t s  of  t he  m a g a z i n e .  O f f - c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  and  
p i c t u r e s  w i l l  n o t  be p u b l i s h e d  and t h e r e  f o r e  s h o u l d  
not  be  s u b m i t t e d  . * ******

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES

To  p r o t e c t  t he  m a g a z i n e  and i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f r om  
t he  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  or f o o l i s h  a c t s  of  a f e w i t  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  to l i m i t  t h i s  s e r v i c e  to  t h o s e  who  h a v e  b e e n  
s c r e e n e d .  If  y o u  wi s h  to  use  i t  ask for t he  f r e e  p e r 
s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  Re t ur ne d  w i t h  $5  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
f e e .  If a c c e p t e d  t h i s  $5  b e c o m e s  a d v a n c e  p a y m e n t  for  
ads ( $2  e a . )  or answ ers; ($1)  at  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .  M e m b e r s  
of  PHI PI EPSILON n e e d  no f ur t he r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and a d 
v e r t i s e  or r e p l y  to  ads at  r e g u l a r  r a t e s  of  $2  and $1************
A l l  m a t e r i a l  i n t e n d e d  for r e m a i l i n g  MUST be  s e n t  t o : 
C O N T A C T  at  4 9 2 4  W. P i c o  B l v d .  Los A n g e l e s  19,  C a l i f .
GOODS AND SERVICES ADS a l s o  a c c e p t e d ,  r a t e s  on r equ  
e s t .




