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Brutal violence, ;vandalism, arid harassment
against abortion clinic work~ni is increasing
throughout Canada and the un1ted States. By
terrorizing people who provide abortion ser
vices, anti-choice zealotsare trying to wipeout
reproductive freedom for women. "

Allover North America,abortio~provid-
ers and their allies are repgrting On nec;r",
nazi involvement in harasSment, pickets,~'; v']m'
and. 'liolence againSt dirilc workers. ThiS "':;', -,,~.-'

p"'cIs!ge,aims to br4tg attention to .their~:
groWing role in the anti·abortion~de/.<
byexpOstngconcreteo;>nnectionsbetWeen#(o
themest vicious anti-<hoice groups and
theirneo-nazicronies.ltatsoincludessome,;'

. ". htstori~Fontexno the ~nt:'tacistand'
anti;~ticorganizing againsf~omen/s
repiOductive freedom. ,

;f_.-F"

This pro-chOke poster was created ,in Ger
ma~y in:J~l;to rally wOmen againSt Parap

graph218,'a law imposinglong jail sen.ten.ces <

to anyoneproviding or getting an abortion. o:"{
The,-slogan of International Womerrs Oay.W*'
thaty~:iri qermanY'was.:"'D<>wnWil:h~ara~;~
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NEO-NAZIS AND THE WAR AGAINST
WOMEN'S REPRODUCTIVE FREEDOM ,

Opposing reprocl.ucrive freedom for women is acentral
part"ofthe neo-nazi.~nda today. Recognizingthatwomcn
ace the bc:drod:: on which any commlUl.iry is built, they arc
afraid of women's power and. plot to control our lives.
Obsessed with the coming "'racial holy W2l'"', dley conspire
to force able-bodied white women to bearchildren for their
"'aryan Il2tion'" and label white: women who resists a
"traitor to the r2Ce". Meanwhile, nazis would prevent
women of colour, Jewish women and disabled women
from ha\ling children at all

What Is National Socialism?
.....tlpl\ll So<:uIlir.> IS I pliilolopl'ryo lor 'Hluw peoo.Itt Itw 1S:.Med on wee ponci:Jles:

:11""'"~_w.~_1lIIt1l.uniwneiI~byMUlti'~ In Qrd~

for ,,",., to be "-'v Io'>d tua:euful, he """n tim Ie l:hcR I.....~ and tbM
1t>IIow then\. w. believe ~I ""'" " • IlII"t of lhl IlIW ..crid.-.d 1l\i11l'le is in I\CI
lAY 3lIpIQ'" ~ distinct from It, I.ea.. of dld. _ beliIft thn JOciII:y should M
SvuclUted in a:cotdonc. WIth 1N lIws of H,tut., and not II'l llPPO"tion to them ..
is !hilUM toel'f.

(2) R.JoM ldNtiun-RIOIl IdnGn iI b.-:I on tlw 100'tI 01 on", own peocIIl.. It
mesm II~ th'I In(trI'm IIId ,..rf... 01 d'I. 'Kia! torI'.mun'ly to ...~ yau
bIlDng aI'\,Nd.of YQUl own '*-* ·"'""em and c\nI'n. At racial idulis!::.-_ "-!
no wish to NmI.~tt Of' uploit em.. l'1CIal grolCll, W", are only intefested '"
pn:ltecli"'ll our own peope.. _

W. ber_ dui .1 men ." NOT ~'W1tc1 .cjU.I• .klu itS every in::Ii'tidll.1 has lIis
DYm~ and wn""- to MCh l'ICI IIu cerum qullnin thr. m,ke It dif
ftmTl from other l'ICK. WI btliMo !hit 1tlI Whitt (Of AtyMl{ rIC' his the ri9lt to
_in~1n /b bblOSiQI. a.lhurllll'ld llCIlitical iI'odlptndtnel, IIId th'l il his thl right
to COI'tI'OI it:! 0WIl dlft;".... WI Mel btIilrv1 tIIIl th~ While <aa his thl ,ignt t<>

d,fend itwlt,....inn,1I UUCkJ-1IO _nil' whlo... thry com, from.

131 Th. UptlWNf O_/~f of !he Whir, R.u-Vl. wlnl to do mor. th,n jllJt
ddend our fl..::,: w. w,n! to III i1 impl'Ol/'. ThiJ can lot done by !ncQUrlging. high
bht:.. t! 1InO"9 th~ =tions of ;"" Whi" POPI/lr.ion which '" the h.... lthien.
nro~t Inc! most inlllligent. At thot JIm. tim., JCll!nc:e .....,..,ld worlt 10 elimimt.
htrtdiu,,/ _.It_ .reI de/teU Imong OIlr PlOPl., Ou, pI ;1 tII.1 uc:h ntw
gene<*tion of Whitt child"n will b. bitter thltl thl atl. bltar. it.

In the Unitld StltlS ..., e..tdt. N,,;on.I Soc:i.lill'Jl ;, rep'l$I!niO'Cl by the NEW
OROfFl. wI'lich. \"''' foundld bV GIOr~ Lircoln Roclr.~1 in 1959. For more
lnto<m.mwl on Cl\l' arlIIniutlon.reI it! blli,ts. contICt th. tdd,tSS below:

NEW 0RDER
Programme of1tle National Socialist WhMe WcRers Party,

U.S. Jnrerilols of Hiler's Nazi Party.

It's easy to mock their rhetoric today. But it would be
a mistake to write them offas stupidly ineffectual, because
their propaganda validateS popular racism and misogyny,
and successfully inspires terroristic attacks on women's
rights. And only50years ago, this same rhetoric was official
policy in Nazi Germany.

1bc: idea that society can be: improved by controlling
which people have children is part of a pse~scientific

theory. krKwm as -eugenic:s"', or "the science ofimproving
the stoct;-. While in power in the 19305:, the: Gcnnan Nazi
party enforced many eugenics programs even bc:fore the
concentration camps were cstablished. 1bc: experience of
women and men in Nazi Germany helps to iDustrab: how
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todays neo-nazis, white sup~macistsand fascists want to

control women's reproductive f~edom.

Nazi. Germany: Eliminating th~Unfit and Brecdingthe
Master Rac~

During the 1920s and 19305 abortion was bc:ing
prohibited all over Europe. Having bc:en 1ega1iu:d in 1920
in Bolshevik Russia, it was seen as a communist measure.
Criminalizing abortion was wxJerstood by feminists and
socialists in Germany as a state tool forcing women to live
as fertility machines for the post·war depression. Commu·
nists worked closely with sa reformecs to fight Paragraph
218, a se:ction of the criminal code that severely punished
abortion, imposing harsh jail sentences to anyone who
performed, assisted. or obtained an abortion.

With Hider's rise: to power in 1933, the misogynist
fascist philosophy of Kinderl Kikhe, Kirche (c.hildren,
kitchen, church) pushed. itsdfinto the mainstream. Many
feminist achievements were flushed away by Nazi. extreme
pronatalism (lhat is, promotion ofa higher bi.rthrate).

Abortion lawswe~ intricately tiedto aeyansupremacy.
Anti<hoice propaganda was soaked in anti-Semitism, de·
picting Jewish doctors and naturopaths who offered clan·
destine abortions as '\mhealers'" and. "shrews"" who lured
pure aryan women intothrir"deathchamlxrs"'.1bc: imag
ery recalled medieval O1.urch myths of Jews murdering
christian babies.

While Jews wer~ politically targeted as malicious doc·
tors, other "undesirables"" we~ medically penalized. In
May of 1933, the Reich be:gan encouraging abortion for
those considered"hereditarily ill"" and"alien"". 1934saw the
establishmentofHereditary Health Courts, consistingofa
panel of Nazi-appointed "experts" w~o had the power to
order the: sterilization of anyone consll;kred '\mfit"'.'These
laws first targeted psychiatric survivors anddisabled people
as -lives unworthy of life". It is estimated that ~OO,~ to
350000 people were sterilized during the NazI ttglrne.

'MunwhiIe,theinfamousBDM(GernunGirhLcague)
and NSF (National Socialisr Womanhood) indoctrinated
aryan women to be: proud of their rolcs as nurturerS and
babynWing factories, and the Nazi bureaucracy created
several new offices to promote higher birthrateS.~ng
Germans. Aftu 1935, unmarried aryan women livmg at
homewe~orderedby the Ministtyofthe Interior to report
to a local advisory board ifpregnan~centrali:Ungthe state's
security hook into women's lives. These~offe~d
financial grants to encourage women to keep t:hd: babics,
while the Mother and QUld tnneh of the Nazi wdfarc:
services offered homes to single women "to serve the
campaign against abortion.""lbc: S.S. Reich Central Office
for the Combatting of Homosexuality and Abortio? W>.S

creared in 1936 by HeinrichHimmI.., andJosdMcisinger,
who was later executed by the Polish as "the butcher of
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Warsaw". Women who were considered racially pure were
invited ro the huge Lcbcnsborn facilities where they would
be fJ.IXd to breed for the :-.Jazi stare machine.

Women resisted these measures by continuing to
obtain and perform their own abortions, and a.l1 over the
Reich women risked their lives against ste:rilization by
intentionally becoming pregnant in between the time they
were sentenced, and when the actual sterilization was
carried out.

As the German state prepared for war, misogynist and
white supremacist policics became more and more ex
treme. In 1939, Jewish women were officially excluded
from the abortion laws, and sterilization measures were
strengthened against Romani (Gypsy), Black, disabled,
queer, anti·fascist, "unskilled" and «asocial" women and
men. At the same time, pro-brecdingpolicics were increas
ingly enforced among aryan women. The 1938 marriage
laws had granted husbands non'"Consensual divorce for an
array of reasons including "'refusal to conceive" and the
"resertion to illegal means to try to prevent a birth."
Women working in munitions factories were forbidden to

quit unless they were pregnant and ready to raise a good
aryan child (they were then labelledsauckeijrauen or"excuse
takers"). Anyone attempting to obtain or perform abor
tions were increasingly criminalized; by 1943, abortion
providers were punished with nothing short of the death
penal<y_

In the concentration camps, nazi pronatalist philoso
phy reared its terrible lUlderbelly. Jewish women fOlUld
pregnant were immediately killed both to prevent the birth
ofmore Jewish people and to eliminate any burden on the
camps' rigorous slave labour schedule. To save themselves,
Jewish women provided abortions to each other without
light, dean towels, sinks or anesthetic. One Auschwitz
survivor, Gisela Bloch, asked her life hWKireds of rimes to
preventcarnp authorities from discovering the pregnancies
of her sister irunatcs.

Because Britain., Canadaand the UnitedStates were on
the winning side ofWorld War il, they were able to claim
the moral high ground when the Nazi concentrationcamps
were revealed to the world Nine million people had been
systematically murdered in the name of "racial hygiene".
Doctors, scientists, arti.stsJintelleetuals, workers, women·
- most Germans participated in this ethnic cleansing to
some degree, led by the ruling elite.

Less known today is that the Nazi programs were based
on similar theories and programs advocated and put in
place inBritain and North American, decades before Hider
came to power.

Colonial North American Roots of Nazi Eugenics
rrrpropou that100,000 mortzl/y M;genertJ.te Britons should

.beforcibly steriliuJand othersput in uwuur camps tv halt
tbe decline o/the British nu:e. ...
·-Winston Churchill (1874-1965) -
From before the turn of the century lUltil the end of the
second world war, eugenics was the main beliefsystem of
middle and up~r'"Class North American whites deter
mined to maintain their control over Canadian and U.S.
society. A multifaceted movement, eugenics reduccdsoc.ial
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unrest, unemployment, disease and poverty to a single
factor -- "bad breeding".

Prominemsciemisrs came outoftheir labs ro lobby tor
various causes, alongside docrors, social workers, intcllec.
ruals1 industrialisrs and politicians. They backed laws lim
iti ngor completely cuttingoffimmigration from anywhere
outside northern Europe. They labelled poorpeople

1
people

ofcolour and people with disabilities as gcneticallyinferior.

On that basis they lobbied against publicly funded heath
care, public education., and other social programs. By
arguing for less tax dollars spent on these groups of
"degenerates", they quickly gained a wide basis ofsupport
among the white middle and upper classc.s.

The eugenics movement was particularly obsessed
with stopping"undesirable" people from having children 
- especially because they assumed that the «wxiesirablcs"
were "breeding like rabbits" and would soon overnm the
society. "Undesirables" included First Nations peoples,
people of colour, poor people, homeless people, people
with disabilities, sex trade workers, and prisoners. Ameri
can psychiatrist Francis Goddard said of a poor white
couple who had one "fceble-mimkd" daughter: "'!bey ace
multiplying at twice the rate ofthe ~neral population., and
not until werecognizc this fact, and work on this basis, will
we begin to solve those social problems."

The eugenicists succeeded in having laws passed in
Canada and the United States ordering that irunates of
psychiatric institutions and prisons be sterilized against
their will. The German Nazi used these laws as the basis for
their Hereditary Health Courts. In the U.S. over 20,000
people were steriliz.cd against their will between 1907 and
1935, and 20 states still have these laws on the books.

At the same time, politicians were ranting about "race
suicide" -- the falling birth rate among middle and upper
class whitt women. Nevertheless, the eugenicists found
allies among middle'"Class "feminists" who supported legal
ization of birth control (especially for poor women).
Planned Parenthood itselfincluded eugenicists on its board
ofdirectors, recruited by fonner socialist Margaret Sanger.



In Canada., women played key roles in movement, such as
medical doctor Madge Thurlow Macklin, an original orga
nizer of the Eugenics Society of Canada. She tn.,,-elled to
Germany in 1937 to consult with doctors specializing in
"menw health'" and sterilization, and returned a strong
'upp"'''''_ Other allia included Au"-' Md'lWl, Canada',
first woman Member ofParliarnc:m, who in an address to
the United Fann Women said, "'I just wonder how long
we're going to allow subnormal people to produce their
kind It is a blasphemy of the worsr bnd. You farmen 
would you want the worst type ofyour cattle to be seed
bearers?'"

Support for eugenics crossed political lines -- from
conservati \Ie bigots to supposedly"'progressive'" reformers.
Tommy Douglas, one of the foWlders of the Canadian
Commonwealth Federation (the forerunner of the NDP),
wrote in a 1934 article entitled "'Youth and the New Day"":
.....youth will take a different view ofeugenics than didour
forefathers. Superstition will be: cast :uide, and those: who
are mentally or physically WlSOund will be prevented from
rearing offspring to become a menace and a burden to
society.'"

After the German concentration camps were "liber
ated" and the horrors of the Holocaust was revealed to the
world, eugenics was exposed as a fascist theory whose
"'Final Solution" is genocide. It was discredited as a science
and. many of the psychiatrists, doctors and politicians who
promoted it changed their language: andwent underground
with their real opinions and goals.

But the theories didn't stay underground for long, and
are being promoted all through the sciences and the
education system today. Phillippe Rushton, a racist psy
chologyprofessor at University ofWestem Ontario, is one
of the more obvious uarnples. His books and articles of
suit-and.-tie racism claim that a racial hierarchy exists, with
Asians at the top and. African people at the bottOm, and.
whites somewhere in between. His "research- is paid for by
the Pioneer Fund, an outfit founded in 1937 to SJ.1pport
eugenics propaganda. But he keeps teaching at Western,
protected by a white supremacist interpretation of "'aca
demic freedom". Other areas where eugenics arguments
are regularly surfacing include the environmental move.·
mc.nt (amongthe ZcroPopulationGrowth fanatics), andin
the debates about New Reproductive Technologies.

At the same time, "grassroots" fascist movements have
been growing bolder throughout Europe and North
America. Millions of people in Europe arc: voting for far
right parties, and they turn a blind. eye when skinheads
commit acts of tcrror against immigrants and refugees,
Jewish peoplc, queers or leftists. Nco-nazi groups don't
have the same: kind. of political power here as they do in
Europe, but they can still pose of physical threat to our
safety.
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Nco-Nazis in the Anti·Abortion Crusade Today

Decades of pro-choice activism paid off in the 1970s
and 1980s in North America, as both Canadian and U.S.
governments were pressuredto recognize a woman's right
to choose when and how to have kids. The victory for free
standing clinics in Canada has been limited, leaving poor
women outside of big cities with far fewer options than
women in Toronto, or Vancouver. Similarly, access to
good reproductive health care in the U.S. is very uneven.,
especially since the 1980s when the federal government cut
Medicaid funding for abortion., and allowed state govern
ments to demand parental consent for abortion to women
un~er the age of18. Nevertheless, the christian right didn't
achieve the overall restrictions on the right to choose an
abortion the way they wanted..

Because of that failure, the christian and racist right
have more--or-Iess abandoned the legal channels for now,
and ~ave turned to more direct tactics -- targeting abortion
proVI(!ers and women who seek out their services. In the
summer of 1992, Randall Terry of Operation Rescue
mapped out the new strategy in a «prayer" rally in Mont.
gomery, Alabama when he claimed: "We have found the
weak link is the doctor_"We're going to expose them. We're
going to humiliate them." At the same time, a "wanted"
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poster was passed through the audience, featuring Dr.
David Gunn, an abortion provider in Pensacola, Florida.
The poster included Gunn's photo, home address and
phone number, and his weekly schedule.

The tactics of this new campaign ofdirect action and
harassment have brought new allies into the anti-abortion
movement _. people with weapons fetishes, with paramili
tary training, and with experience in harassment and dirty
tricks. As mainstream support for Operation Rescue-style
picketing and blockades has withered, a more extremist
base of support for the anti-abortion neo-<:rusaders has
developed •• the popuJist/racist light. Nazis bring skills and
attitudes that are much appreciated by the most terroristic
elements of the anti-abortion crusade.

From the nco-nazi perspective, the anti·abortion cam
paign is another potential recruiting ground, another op
portunity to spread their ideology. They are always on the
lookout for ways to latchonto popular racism, homophobia,
anti·Semitism and misogyny. nus section describes some
of the anti-abortion organizations and terrorist groups in
the UnitedSrates and Canada, with a focus on their links to
white supremacists.

Operation Rescue
Founded by Joseph Foreman, Matthew Trewhella and

Randall Terry, Operation Rescue (OR) is best known for
its travelling roadshow ofclinic blockades in Canada and.
the U.S. in the 19805. As the blockades have drawn fewer
people, OR changed its tactics, organizing 12 week: long
lMPACf Team training «schools", teaching their recruits
paramilitary skills and harassment tactics practiced across
the continent. They now rely on fewer people with more of
the skills they want, people like Brian Kemper, their top
tactica1leader in California. Kemper is a «former"skinhead,
still decorated with nazi tattoos included the «777" of the
nco-nazi SouthMricanAWE -- Mrikaner ResiscanceMove
ment.

Anothercxarnpleofthe kindofsupportORis receiving
is the financial donations of Dan and Richard Lemmons,
owners of Zooport Riot Gear in Newport Beach, Califor
nia. Zooport markets Olarles Manson t-shirts, channelling
royalties to Manson and an W1.Specifiedportion of their
profits to OR. Zooport also paid notorious racist and
homophobe Ax! Rose of GW1.S & Roses to record one of
Manson's «songs". Manson, a woman-hating serial killer
whose motivation was to incite a ntce war, sports a swastika
carved into his forehead..

Rac:ue America
Less than a year after the famous "wanted" poster of

Dr. David Gunn was circulated in Montgomery, Rescue
~erica's Michael Griffin took up the OR challenge. On
March 10, 1993 he shot down Dr. Gunnin the parking lot
ofstrip mall in Pensacola, Florida. Griffin was COWlSClled
throughout the case by Rescue America Regional Director
John Burt, an «ex-Klansman" with a long history of racist
organizing in Florida.



"While we grieve for him and for his widow
and tOT his children, we must also grieve fOT
the thousands of children he has murdered."
-RandallTerry, National Committee mem
berof lhe U.S. Taxpayers partyand founder
of Operation Rescue, on the killing of Dr.
Gunn
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Defensive Action
Like many other Resew: America militants, Burt is

now involved with the Defensive Action "Network". This
terrorist outfit has published the nOWrinfamous statement
written by the Reverend Paul Hill, "Should We Defend
Born and Unborn Children with Force," advocating the
murder ofabortion providers and women who have abor
tions. Among the thirty signers of this statement are OR
foWlckrs Foreman and Trewhclla, and Rev. Michael Bray,
convicted of several clinic bombings in the 1980s.

After the assassination ofDr. Gwm in Pensacola, Burt
and Hill began stalking the doctor who replaced him, Dr.
Britton. For weeks Hill aggressively harassed clinic staff
and clients, banging on windows and shouting. Polio: did
nothing. His vicioU'> campaign ended on July 29, 1994
when he shot down Dt. Britton and his escort in broad
daylight. Hill's murder conviction on November 3, 1994
was marked by a wavc= ofviolencc= against clinics across the
Unitc=d States and Canada.

Advocates for Life Ministries
Foreman and Trc=whdla also founded the Advocates

for Life Ministries (AFLM). Amongits members is ~chelle
Shannon, who was activc= in AFLM campaigns against
Portland clinics (in 1985 four clinics were letter·bombed).
American Frontskinheads were commonlyseen participat
ing in clinic blockades at that time. She is currently doing
a 13-yc=ar sentc=nce for the attempted murder ofDr. George
Tiller in Wichita., Kansas, in August 1993.

lift AitPocatt, a key publication for the militant anti·
choio: movement. is published by the AFLM and is edited
by other signatories to Hill's declaration.

Missionaries to the Pceborn
Founded in Milwaukee in 1990 by Trewhella, Fore

man, and Gary McCullough, branches also cnstin Wichita,
Kansas and Atlanta, Georgia. Unlike OR, which travels
from place to place targeting everything in its path, MTP
activists focus on one city until they have achieved their
goals. Four out ofnine women's clinics in Milwaukee have
been forced to close by their terror tactics, described in the
Army of GOO manual (included in the appendix to this
package), This manual is a detailed, practical, step-by-step
guide to doing structural damage to aoortion clinics and
harassingworkers. The name "Army of God" is used by
many otherwise anonymous anti-<:hoi.o: terrorists, but this
manual is probably produced by people close to the MTP.

Behind these activist groups and terrorist outfits are
vocal supporters and apologists •• not just in the mainline
churches. but also in the christian hard right, and the
populist/racist right. Allover the United Statcs, and in
Canada too, rightwing grassroots groups are springing up,
advocating armed resistance to a global "conspiracy" that is
threatening to take over the U.S.. They may not agree as to
who is behind this conspiracy; some blame the so-called
"}ewish-<:ontrolled" banking system, others focus on the
United. Nations. But they all agree that feminists, queers,
immigrants, Mrican·Americans. Jews, the media, the in
ternal Revenue Service and just aOOut everyone who dis·

•
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ag:rcc.s with thc:m, are part of the conspir.acy against the
"'free world". ('Jb(: collapse ofthe Soviet Union ius left the
nghtwing with no end of scapegoats!)

A major new group within this populist movement is
the United States Taxpayer Party (USTP). Ending repro
ductive freedom for women is a key item on the USfP
agenda. Randall Terryand MatthewTrewhella are both on
the National Committee of the USTP, along with con
victed clinic bomber Michael Bray. and various anti-semites
and fascists, including a member of the Populist Party
(David Duke ran on the Populist Party ticket in the 1988
Presidential race).

Asserting that "all civic law should emerge from bibli
cal law", the USTP draws inspiration from the Christian
Reconstruetionist movement, which fantaSizes about es
tablishing a "'Christian Republic" in the U.S. Under this
Ouistian RepUblic, "crimes against the family"' - including
holl'\OlSexual.ity, abortion, and adultery - would be punish
able by death. Other predictable targets of Ouistian
Reconsrructionists include pornography, labour unions,
welfare programs, public education, etc.

Rousas John Rushdoony, the head of the Chalcedon
Foundation, a Christian Reconsrruction "think."'-t:ank in
California, spoke at the USTP founding conference. An
other Qulccdon board member, John Saunders m, spoke
from the same: panel as Aryan Nations Louis Beam, at the
racist "Jubilation'" conference held last August in Bakers
field. California. 1bc Aryan Nations is a white supremacist
group with armed.compounds in Hayden Lake, Idaho, and
eastern Pennsylvania. Their "spiritual.. basis is Christian
Identity -- a cult-like faith claiming that white European
Christians are the true dcscc.ndants ofthe 12TribesofIsr-ael
and <he "=I clx=n people".

While not all ofthe far-right grassroots movements are
O\oatlyanti-Semitic., the USI'Pcertainlyis. DavidShed1ock.,
communications diItttorofOperation Rescue in Iowa and
a National Committee member ofthe USfP, led a dc:mon
stration against the Temple B'nai Jeshrun in Des Moines in
November 1992. The mob accused Rabbi Steven Fink of
being a "murderer', and. an "accomplice: to the American
Holocaust'" - all bcause an abortion provider being target
ing by the USTP was a member of the congregation.

At their May 1994 WlSConsin state convention, the
l00-pag< "Principles JustifYing <he Anning and O<ganiz
ingofa Militia'" were distributed ro participants for Sl. A
month later, USTP membersRoben and Mary Briedis
organized weapons training exercises on their farm for 20
members of both the USTP and the Missionaries to the
Prebom including Matthew TrewhcUa. Like the Quistian
Patriot and armed militia movement, ofwhich the USTP
is a part, they arc preparing for a protracted guerilla war
against their enemies.

'Jb(: anti-abortion movement in Canada has its fascist
face too. Ooody tied to many of the U.S.-based groups
described here, Canadian anti-abortion zealots arc also tied
into local nco-nazi groups. White supremacists hold posi
tions ofauthority in many anti-<.hoice groups in the coun
try.
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Campaign Life Coalition
Campaign Life Coalition (CLC) is the "mainstream'"

national anti-choiceorganization inQmada.. lbcir rightwing
programme opposes abortion under any circwnsra.nce.s
including r-ape. incest - even if the life of the mother is in
dangc.r.1bcy are also opposed to government spending for
public health nurses, condom machines in high school and
all forms of conttaception(!). From their national head
quarters in Toronto at 53 Dundas Street East GUSt east of
¥onge), CLC publishes their monthly propaganda ng,
"'Ibc Interim"'. as weU as other hate litc.rature.1bcy have
strong links to RmdaU Terry's Opc:r-ation R.e.scue - which
WOrked out of the CLC office: ro organize: the wave of
Canadian clinic blockades in 1988-89. In another well
known incident, CLC fimded Jean-Guy Tremblay's 1989
legal fight ro prevent his ex-lover Chantal Daigle from
having an abortion. •

Nco-nazis and white supremacists have regularly par
ticipatedin CLC pickets in Vancouver and Edmonton and
have been made to feel quite at home. Some incidents:

In May 1988. eight KKK members picketed with the
CLCoutside a clinic in Edmonton. Theywerc welcomed by
a Icadingpid:eter, and it took the CLCa full day to distafice
themselves from the Klan.

'Throughout 1989, White Aryan Resistance member
Barry Wray picketed the Everywoman's Health Qinic
more often than any other anti-ehoice :zealot - averaging
t:hrcc times a week. He was often aggressive, and.some
times arJ11(:d.. Wr-ay, who also boasts ofms friendship with



"In case you are not aware, the people ofBritish Columbia are gagging on the stench ofdeath
from babies killed by abortion. The blood ofall those children cries out from the ground, and
it does not cry out faT mercy upon the killer: it cries out for vengeance. 'Vengeance is mine'
sayeth the Lord, 'I will repay: God decrus 'you shall not sutter a murderer to live amongst
you.' Capital punishment faT abortionists is an idea whose time has come...

"Sooneror later I willget that infonnation about the expenditure ofpubl;,; funds, to which
I and the electorate are entitled, and I will use it in my campaign to implement the death
penalty for serial child killers (a.k.a. 'abortionists'). When this nation realizes what hasgone
on in abortuaries, if the perpetrators of the child extermination policy are not then properly
dealt with at a fair trial, the mob will surely lynch them."
-Gordon Watson, open letter to the D.C. Attorney General ColinGablemann, April 28,1994
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Holocaust-<knier and n:u.i propagandist Ernst Zundel, was
a key member of the Surrey·Delta Pro·Life Society (in a
suburb of Vancouver), and publisher of the far·nght Lift
Gazette. Today he is the president of the Melville Pro-Life
Association in Saskatchewan., and a regulat corresp:mdcnt
for the a...C monthly. The Interim.
. Other nazis who picketed the Eve:rywoman clinic around
this time included Ernie Bntskie, an organizer with the
Aryan Resistance Movement. as well as the owner ofa local
"'Ouistian Identity'" bookstore.
. In April 1989, American members oft:he fascist Lyndon
Larouche organiution set up a literature table at the
regular CLC picket at Eve:rywoman's Health Centre in
Vancouver.

Just as Operation Rescue was shifting tactics from
mass blockades and big actions to more focused and coven
operations, the CLCfoUowed in their footsteps. TheMarch
1992 issue ofTheInterim outlined a campaign ofescalating
attacks, urging members to steal log sheets from hospital
operating rooms. and to infiltrate pro-choice groups and
target their members. 1bc homes ofabortion providers and
their clinics have been regularly picketed by a..C in more
than 10 cities across Canada. TIle Vancouver home ofDr.
Garson Romalis was repeatedly picketed in the months
('ading up to his attempted assassination on November 8,
1994. Anassailant toringan AK.-47 assault rifle ficedseve:ral
rounds through the doc< of the R.omaIis home while the
doctor was eating break·fast. Romalis survived. a life·
threatening bullet wound, which severed his femur and
femor-al arteries in his upper left thigh.

After this attack., clinic workers in Vancouvu went
publie with information about harassment and death threats
they hae been subjected to for months. One particularly
zea.lous crusader is Gordon Watson. Before becoming
obsessed with women's reproductive rights, Waaon had
been a erusader with the bom·again group Youth with a
Mission .. trying to conven First Nations youth on
Vancouver Island to Olri.stianity. In particular he at·
tempted to have the Salish tradition of Spirit-Dancing
banned, calling it an cxarnple of"'witchcraft"'.

Since 1990, Watson has disrupted pro<hoice events.
sometimes by physically assaulting women and volunteers.
He also spies on clinie workers. collecting license plate

numbers andsoon. in December 1994, itwas revealed that
Constable Steve Parker of the Delta police force had
illegally run license plate numbers of cars belonging to
several women workers at Everywoman's Health Cenue
through the national police computer system (CPIq. In
this way, he got access to their home addresses and
insurance records, and other private information. Stew:
Paruris aformer~rofCampaign Life B.C (Whether
he had received the plate numbers from Waaon is not
confirmed)

R.ealwomen of Canada. the Northern Foundation
and the Heritage Front

An active wing of the anti-abortion movement in
Canada is Realwomen., founded in 1983 by the chief legal
advisor to the CLC, Gwen Landolt. Virtually all ofleadcr
ship positions in the CLC are filled by Realwomen memo
bers. Although men do play some prominent roles in the
group irsclf, Realwomen's function is to rally rightwing
Christian women against reproductive freedom, along wi th
employment equity, equal rights for lesbian and gay men.,
etc. When the media want an anti·feminist women's voice,
they can always tum to Realwomcn. Speaking at a July
1990 panel of various Canadian anti-ehoice groups, Rita



Ann Kelly Hartmann, Director and National Secretary of
Realwomen of Canada, remarked:

"...Asking a member ofReaiwomen whether there's a
feminist conspiracy is a little bit like asking a devout
Christian whether Satan exists. Based on our experience in
trying to combat the radical feminist menace in Canada, we
have certainly rWl into the tentacles ofwhat can only be a
conspiracy many, many, many times."

Realwomen also has several connections, at high levels,
with nco-nazi groups. In 1989, Realwomen B.C. President
Peggy Steacy spoke at a pand organized by the fascist
Lyndon Larouche organization. Sharing the platform was
Dan Wray, brother of Barry WC3.y and a former Klan
organizer in his own right. In October 1992 her colleague,
Ann Molloy (then president ofVicroria Realwomen) pub
licly defended Holocawr-denier David Irving when he was
deported from Vancouver.

Among the mostchillingconnections is Ann Hartmann,
quoted earlier. Widow of Paul Hartmann, a former mem
ber of the white supremacist Western Guard and the
Canadian Knights of the KKK, she helped establish the
Northern FOlUldation in 1989 ro lobby in favour o( apart
heid in South Africa. The group's November 1989 fOWld
ing conference helped to connect variow white-suprema
cists to Wolfgang Droege, Gerry Lincom and James Scott
Dawson -- thw was spawned the Heritage Front.

Fearured in the May 1992 issue of Upfront, the Heri
tage Front magazine, was an anti-abortion column written
by Hartmann's nazi-skinheadson, Eric aka 'Stilts'Hartmann,
declaring that whites arc "at war" against abortionists. This

"Mr. Irvingi. guilty ofone thing, defending
the right of free speech... Who wrote the
eleventh commandment 'you mustnotchal
lenge the present historical view of the sec
ond world war events?'"
·-Ann Molloy, then-president of
Realwomen B.C., on Holocaust-denier
David Irving's deportation from Vancouver
in October 1992. The Interim, December
1992

~~-
•

colwnnsetthe tone forthe bombingofHenryMorgenaler's
Toronto clinic on May 18,1992 -- after years ofCLC and
Operation Rescue harassment, pickets, and blockaclcs.
White power symbols and the Heritage Front hodine were
freshly painred on the wall beside the destroyed clinic
within hours of the oombing.

Droege and other Heritage Frontmembers were ques
tioned by police regarding this act of terrorism. But no
charges were ever laid -- in facr police still repeat the
ridiculous theory that leftists had bombed the clinic to give
the nazis a bad name!

White power grafitti with the Heritage Front phone number
after the Mor~entaler clinic bombing May 18,1992.

9
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Henry Morgentalec and the Stcuggle foe Free-Standing
Abortion Clinics

Henry Mor~ntaler inunigrated to Montreal in 1950
after surviving the Holocaust. He had watched his father
shot on his birthday by Nazi soldiers and had been taken
with his mother to Auschwitz and then Dachau. A membet
ofthe Jewish SocialistYouth, he had been politiciz,cdin the
growing labour movement of the 1920s and. 30s where
women were fighting for all reproductive freedoms.

In the 1960s, Henry opened a clandestine abortion
clinic in Montreal, becoming its head doctor in 1968. Two
raids by the Quebec Provincial Police, the first in JWle of
1970 and the second in Augustofl973, resulted in Henry's
arrest and years of twisted court proceedings. Henry was
twice fOWld not guilty in Quebec provincial court and then
convicted without retrial. He was eventually jailed and. put
in solitary confinement for refusing to comply with orders.
In solitary he suffered a heart attack., and was sent for an
indefinite stay at a local home for the aged

After years of systemic and extra-systemic organizing
by women's rights groups Henry was released in 1978
Wlder the new "'Morgc=ntaler Amendment." Although the
amendment was a victory for women's reproductive rights
in Canada, Henry and those working at clinics he had
openedcontinuedtoendure severe harassment by rightwing
anti--choicers. Specifically targeted as a Jewish man, Henry
was accuscdof"conspiring against white christian babies!' Hwnan Life International
When the Toronto clinic was bombed in May 1992, white FOWlded by Father Paul Marx with approval from the
powergraffiti was fourld atthe scene. His clinic in Edmonton Vatican in 1981, HwnanLife International (HLI) serves as
was being targeted at the same time. aclearinghouse for various anti--choice crusaders, Christian

Within this climate, Henry continues to struggle to Reconstructionists, anti-communists and right-wing
provide safe access to abortion for women in Canada. hatemongers. Today, with a $4.7 million budget and 49

LL:'::'=:":::':":::":::":::":"::===:":=:::::":::":::::===-_...J branch offices in 38 COWltr1es on six continents, HLI is one
of the world's most powerful anti-abortion lobbies. They
boast of helping to defeat attempts to legalize abortion in
Ireland, Honduras, the Phillipines, South Africa and sev
eral other countries.

Preaching "family values"', HLI promotes the belief
that Aboriginal people, Jewish people, Moslems, inuni
grants, lesbians, gays and feminists arc servants to Satan.
Theresa Bell, the executive director ofHLI Canada. wrote
to supporrers recently: "'Through the feminist movement,
Satan still uses women for his designs," supposedly by
encouraging women to kill their children "all in the name
ofabstract euphemisms such as 'empowerment' and 'con·
rrolJing my own bcxiy'."

Echoing claims ofpast and present Nazis, HLI asserts
that a "Jewish conspiracy" is the controlling force behind
the "aoorrion industry". In the 1989 Human Lift Inter1J4
tional Special &port~ current HLI chairman Father Paul
Marx claims that "the same segment ofthe Jewish commu
nity that accuses the Pope of insensitivity to the Jewish
Holocaust not only condones but has more or less led the
greatest holocaust of all time, the war on unborn babies."

HLI has been active in Canada since 1984. Presently
their Canadian headquarters are located at 191 Granville
Street in Vanier, Ontario (a suburb of Ottawa). With
chapters in Calgary,WinnipegandAnrigonish, NovaScotia
they send literature, films and audio cassettes to approxi-
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m:l.tely 6,000 supporters across the COWltry. Using sensa·
rion.!l tactics HLI members send graphic postcards and
bloodied plasric fetuSes to Canadian MPs, as well as partici
pating III pickets ofwomen's clinics and service providers'
homes. (PriOt to his January 1995 shooting spree, John
Salvi had distributed photographs of bloodied aborted
fetuses produced byHLI at his Calholiechurch in Brookline,
Massachusetts. )

Campaign Life Coalition plays an activc role in HLl,
and will be participating heavily in HLI's 14th annual
World Conference on Love, Life andthc Family, to be held
in Montreal in April 1995. CLC President James Hughes
will host a workshop on "Abortion in Canada", along with
his long-time colleagut:, Father Alphonse De ValL Fonner
editor ofThe Interim, De Valk: was arresttd sevecal times at
Operation Rescue blockades in Toronto. He is now pub
lisher and editor of Ou:holi& Insight, a righNving Catholic
rag. Thdr good friend Randall Terry (OR fotmdcr) will
also be addressing the eonfe~nce_

Together, far-right organizations like Campaign Life
Coalition, Operation Rescue and Hwnan Life Imerna·
tional dominate and give direction to the: broad anti-ehoice
movement in Nonh America. 1be common perception
that the anti-abortion movoncnt is composed of elderly
christian types outto"Save the children" (with a few violent
extremists dlrown in) is clearly a liberal myth.

In fact, the violent cxuemists are rwming the move
ment! And. even though mainline churches dissociatt them·
selves from the vicious tactics these groups employ, most
oppose reproductive freedom for women and will never
stand with women defencling thcmsdvcs from violent
attacks by the anti-ehoicc crusaders.

The fascist agenda of the anti-ehoicc movement poses
a continual threat to the little reproductive choice women
have gained through years ofstruggle. By targeting doctors
and politicians with propaganda, intimidation and vio
lence, anti-ehoice zealot!! can potentially wipe. out most
women's rights to have an abortion, or to choosc. what kind
of birth control methods we want to usc.

True reproductive freedom is only possible when
women are empowered to choose when, where and how
they 'Ni1l bear children. Our control over our own fertility

"is limited today by the fact that ~()5tofus have to rely on
the male..<Jominated medical establishment, education sys.
tun, and government for the skills and the resources to
deliver children safely, or to choose not to bear children.
This wasn't always the case: for thousands ofyears women
rdiedoneachother -mothers and grandmothers, mid'Nivcs
and healers - for knowledge about herbal birth control and
abortion, for other methods of performing abortion, and
for delivering children. Gradually, that knowledge: is being
stolen from women around the world as male doctors have
taken over medical care.

Abortion was only made illegal in Europe and North
American in the early 20th cenrury. It is still illegal for
women to usc: herbs to end unwanted pregnancies, to
instruct others on the usc of suchherbs, or to perform
menstrual cxrractionson themselves oreachothcr. Up until
the 19805 in Canada, it was illegal to perform a surgical
abortion outside of a hospital, where women had to
convince a panel of"experts" that bearing a child posed a
serious risk: to their health. Until women regain the knowl
edge and skills to safely provide good reproductive health
care to each other, our choices will be controlled by the
availability of medical services where we live.

The pro-choice, anti-racist and anti·fascist movements
will need to come together to smash these woman·hating,
bible-mwnping hypocrites before they gain the political
power that they so crave.

& women, we must rake whatever measures necessary
to ensure our reproductive freedom!!
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THE ANTI-ABORTION/NEO-NAZI CONNECTION
Evidence Surfaces Linking Extremist Groups

By Tom Burghardt
Bay Area Coalition for OW' Reproductive Rights
(BACORR)

(San Francisco·January 22, 1995)Startling new evidence of
a growing political convergence - and collaboration 
among far-right proponents of anti-aboltion direct action
and the nco-Nazi movement in Canada and the United
States, has recently surfaced.

According lOan article in the VancouverSun, anti-racist
researchers have uncovered evidence of links "between
elements of the anti-abortion movement and the nco-Nazi
racist right. ~ en

A 400 page report by S'nai S'rith canada indicates that
"radical American right-wing groups may be camouflaging
their entry into Canada by infdtrating the anti-abortion
movement. ~ (:2)

professor Stephen Scheinberg, the report's author has
said that "Elements ofthe extreme right are moving into the
anti-abortion movement with a vengeance. Anti-Semitism
is a background to things that are taking place. ~ (3)

Anti-abortion leaders have denounced the report. Ted
Gerk, president of the Pro-Life Scx:iety of British Columbia
said, "It's time to release the supposed links between neo
Nazi and racist groups and B.C.'s mainstream pro-life
movement... to put up oc shut up.~ (4)

Kim Bolan, a Vancouver Sun reporter, has uncovered
several of the links demanded by Mr. Gerk. According to
80lan, Ann Molloy, the president of the Victoria Pro-life
Society, ~acknowledged in an interview that she is a
supporter of the Canadian Free Speech League and was
extremely upset when Holocaust denier David Irving was
hauled away from a Victoria dinner she attended and later
depo<ted from Canada in 1992." (5)

While Molloy denied there are any rea1links between
far-right anti-abortion organizations and the neo-Nazi move
ment, she echoed a conunon theme of the racist right - that
Hitler's ~fmal so(ution~ and Holocaust against the Jewish
people, is a "myth~ Molloy said, ~The problem is there is a
group trying to give the whole world, but partiOJlarly the
Gennans and the white Anglo-Saxons, a guilt trip for six
million deaths that didn't take place and that's primarily it. ~
(6)

While claiming that ~thereare not links~ and that "This
far-right business is highly overrated~,Molloy wrote about
the David Irving inddent in The Interim, an anti-abortion
newspaper that portrayed Irving as a victim of ~poI.itical

correctness. ~ (J)

The phenomenon is hardly limited to Canada. In the
United Slates for example, Randall Terry, the founder of
Operation ResoJe, has said that "We have tried to do
outreach to the black andJewish communities~,but admit
ted that those efforts have largely failed, ~ ...and that he is
critical of the]EWISH DOCTORS, who he believes perform
a large number of abortions. ~ (8) (emphasis added)
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Tom Metzger, fuhrer of the Fallbrook, California-based,
White Aryan Resistance, has said, ~Almost all abortion
doctors are Jews. Abortion makes money for Jews. Almost
all abortion nurses are lesbians. Abortion gives thriUs to
lesbians. Abortion in Orange County is promoted by the
corrupt Jewish organization called Planned Parenthocx:i...
Jews must be punished for this holocaust and mu~der of
white children along with their pervened lesbian nurses. ~
(9)

Meanwhile, the Denton, Texas-based anti-abortion
organization, Life Dynamics Incorporated claims that 26%
ofall doctors who perform abortion areJewish; an assertion
that a spokesperson for Planned Parenthood has called
"ludicrous." (0)

However, running with the theme of Jewish doctors
~controlling the ~abortion induslIy", Life Dynamics Incor
porated has printed and distribuled tens of thousands of
copies of an overtly-radst and anti-Semitic -comic l:xx>k,~

Bottom Feeder. One of Bottom Feeder's ~jokes" implicitly
favors Hitler over physicians who perfonn abortion:

~Q: What would you do if you found yourself in a C(X)m with
Hitler, Mussolini and an abortionist, and you had a gun with
only two bullets? A: Shoot the abortionist twice." on

Echoing the claims of the neo-Nazi movement, the
~mainstream~Catholic organization, Human Life Interna
tional (HLI), asserts that a ~Jewish conspiracy" is the
controlling force behind the ~abortion industry." (2)

HIl's founder, Father Paul Marx, has written in his
autobiography, ~Confession Of A Pro-Life Missionary:~

~Notice how many Jews led the infamous 1971 abortion
planning meeting in Los Angeles which I exposed... note
the large numberof abortionists (consuJt the Yellow Pages)
and pro-abortion medical professors who are Jewish." (3)

Fr. Marx, however, does not stop there. Similar to the
propaganda claims of Holocaust Revisionist's, Marx assens
that "a segment of the Jewish community... more or less led
the greatest holocaust of all time, the war on unoom
babies. ~ (4) According to Planned Parenthood research
ers, Karen 8ranan and Frederick. darkson, m.I ~resurreC1ls1
that most vidous piece of historical anti-Semitism: child
killingJews.~ (15)

Barry Wray, president of the local Pro-Life Society in
Melville, Saskatchewan, told a Vancouver Sun reporter that
he is an associate of Wolfgang Droege, the founder of the
white supremacist Herilage Front (HP). Wray has said he
also attended a 1986 Aryan Nations meeting at Hayden
Lake, Idaho; a leading center of the white supremacist and
Cluistian Patriot movement throughout North America. (16)

Denying that Hitler's genocidal campaign againstJews
was a central component of the Gennan Reich's policy, the
Aryan Nations Liberty Net claimed ten years ago, -There
must be nearly 15 million sheep here in the u.s. 'Ihose
controlled not only by the Jew media but are pushed by



Randall Terry, founder ofOperation Rescue. New Right
fund- raising specialist, Ric.hard Viguerie. Convicted clinic
bomber, Defensive Action suppon.erand author of-ATime
To Kill?", a lxx>k which advocates the murder of abortion
providers, Rev. Midlael Bray, the publisherciCapitol Area
Ouisilian News in Maryland. (3)

Ouistian Reconstn.Jctionist ideologue, George Grant,

Party(USTP), chaired by Howard Phillips of111e Conserva
tiveCaucus. Trewhella, ancxiginal signerofRev. Paul Hill's
Defensive Action Dedaration, is a leading member ofboth
organizations in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and nationally. (26)

Andrew Burnett, director of Advocates For Life Minis
tries (AFLM) and publisher of Life Advocate magazine, is
another individual with extensive ties to the USTP. On
numerous ocx:a.sions, radst skinheads, members ofthe neo
Nazi American Front, have blockaded women's clinics in
Portland alongside AFLM cadre.

In June 1994, TrewheUa and more than 20 MlPIUSTP
member.s, partidpated in a weapon's training exercise at
the rural farm of MTP members, Robert and Mary Briedis.
(27)

At the May 1994 Wisconsin state party convention of
the USTP, Rev. Trewhella railed against -socialist elitists,"
and abortion providers. During the convention, the 100
page, "Principi",justifyingThe Anning AndOrganizing Of
A Miltia-, was sold for $1 [Q partidpants. Published by The
Free Militia, the text is an amalgam of Christian Patriot
doctrine on -bibUcaJ inerrancy" as well as a practical guide
for organizing paramilitary combat cells. (28)

The USTP is an extremistorganization with ideological
and organizational links to the theocratic wing of the
Ouistian Right, the -dominion theology- or Christian
Reconstructionist strain of the movemenL (29)

1be USTP's asserts that -all dvic law should emerge
frool biblical law", and that "The u..s. Constitution estal?
lishes a republic under God, not a democracy.- (30)

Rousas John CR.).) Rushdoony, the premier ideologist
of Christian Reconstructionism has written that democracy
isa "heresy" andthat -SupernanJral Christlanityanddemoc
racy are inevitable enemies.- Rushdoclny addressed the
founding convention of the United States Taxpayers Party.
GO

The links between the anti-abortion movement, the
armed wing of the Christian Patriots, and anti-semites,
white supremacists and neo-Na2.is do not stop here, how-

=-
Iowa anti-abortion leader, David Shedlock, the CX)IIl-

munica.tions director of Operation ResaJe of Iowa and
National Committee member of the USTP, led an overtly
anti-5em.itic demonstr.\tion at the Temple B'nai Jeshnm in
Des Moines, in November 1992. O1anting, -Leave your
religion, go to the true religion-, the mob aocused Rabbi
Steven Fink of being a-murderer", an -aca:mplice to the
American HoiocausL" (2)

Dr. Herbert Remer, an abortion provider and frequent
target fex harassment by Shedlock's group, is a member of
the synagogue's rongregation.

Other prominent far-rightists who have joined the
tJSTI> National Committee indude:

-If such an act cannot be condoned, can we as Christians
condemn il? Do we not in condemning it judge ourselves in
greater condemnation as individuaJs and collectively as a
nation fex abortiCX1S to go on year after year?" (22)

unthinking people through peer pressure into killing their
own children. We the enJightened mincxity must show the
docile mass why these murders are happening. The word
must be passed along, an alarm must be sounded. Periodic
disruptions of these murder parlors can only slow down the
real holocaust/!!!!" (17)

Pro-Life Society president, Barry Wray, also boasts of
his close association with Ernst Zundel, one of the largest
publishers of neo-Nazi literawre in the worid (8)

Wray's brother Dan, a former leader of the British
Columbia chapter of the Ku Klux Klan, spoke at a public
meeting of the racist -white aJ.Iture- group, Canada First.
(9)

The April 1989 meeting was co-sponsored by the anti
abortion Life Gazette and supporters of American neo
fasdst, Lyndon LtRouche at East Vancouver's Croatian
Cultural Center. Thetopic, according to the VanocuverSun,
was billed as -Satanism and Bolshevism." (20)

Sharing the platfam with unadulterated nro-Nazis and
fascists, were Peggy Steacey of the anti-alxxtion group,
REAL Wcmenj Elaine Stewart, of Concerned Citizens for
Fetal Rights andDignityj andDr. Wayne Poley, ed.itorofLife
Gazette. (21)

Barry Wray, a frequent contributor to The Interim and
The Christian Info-News, wrote in the September 1994
issueofThe Christian Info-News, that he couldn'tcondemn
Rev. Paul). Hill's brutal assassination of Dr. John Bayard
Briuon and clinic escort, James Barren. in Pensaoola,
Flcxida last July 29:

After the November 8 assassination attempt on the life
of Dr. Garson Rcmalis, in Vancouver, Allan Dunon, of the
Canadian Anti-Racism Education and Research Society, said
there -is no doubt" that anti-abortion and extreme right are
overlapping movements. (23)

Dunon wenton to say, -There is no question that anns
are circulating within the religious right and within the
racist righL It is an extremeelement within the anti-abortion
movement that is linked to the far-right and the racist righL"
(24)

Warren Kinsella, in his 1994 book, -Web of Hate",
describes another far-right outfit, the Northern Foundation,
-as an umbrella organization of racist groups, including the
Heritage FronL- Ann Hartmann, a prominent leader of the
Northern Foundation, has also been active in REAL Women
and gave an anti-abortion speech to a REAL Woman
convention in Ottawa in April, 1989. (25)

In the United. States, the linkages between one of the
most extreme factions of the direct action anti-abortion
movement, Missionaries to the Prebom (MTP) andfaHight
political parties associated. with the burgeoning Christian
Patriot movement, have been established by progressive
r==hers_

Rev. Matthew Trewhel1a, MIF's director, is a National
Coounittee membercithe far-right UnitedStatesTaxpa~
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chairperson of the Taxpayers Party of Tennessee. Grant,
the author of "Grand Illusions: The Legacy of Planned
Parenthood~I is a tOP advisor of D. James Kennedy, a
prominent Christian Right televangelist. 04)

William K. Shearer, member, US1P National Commit
tee, was a membeT of the National Exerutive Committee of
the racist Populist Party, in 1984. GS)

Byron Dale, a prominent far*right activist who lectured
on "The Problem of Our Debt Money Sys(em~.Dale was a
dose friend and adviser ofPosse Comitatus leader, Gordon
KahI.(36)

According to Planned Parenthood researchers, Dale
sold The Revelator, at USTP events. The Revelator is a
publication that rails against •Anti-Christ Banksters [sid
whose basic strategy is to instigate war and fmance both
sides, especially if it involves Christians killing Christians",
(37)

Sharing a literature table with Byron Dale at the May
1994 Wisconsin state USTP convention, was Dan Pilla of
Tax EqUity. At the Christian Patriot Defense League's
"white's only" Survival Conference in Licking, Missouri in
June 1984, DanPilIa Sr. andJr. ~delivered the tax resistance
message". (38)

The Christian Patriots Defense League (CPDL) de
saibes itself as a ~corps of 'Christian soIdiers'M who are

~conducting Bible classes while preparing for guerilla
warfareMagainst a ~Christ~hating Intemational Jewish con
spiracy". The CPDL is a prominent organization within the
rontemporary Christian Patriot movementandvarious armed
Citizen Militia groups. 09)

jeffrey Baker, Chainnan of the USTP of Florida, de
clared at the WlSCOllSin USTP convention, "Abortionists
shouJd be put to death. They ace murderersM. Planned
Parenthcxx:l investigators identified Baker as a speaker on
a recentconference program, representing the "1Oth Amend
ment Militia, Church Status". (40)

Baker, a prominent far-right activist, militia leader and
anti-abortion ideologue, represents the general viewpoint
of many within the movement that a vast conspiracy is
taking over the United States. Flements of their paranoid,
conspiratorial world-view include an obsession with the
anti-commwtist "New WorldOrder" proclaimed by George
Bush; frequent claims that the country is on the verge of
invasion by United Nations troops, and that mysterious
~black. hdicoptersMare harassing citizens.

Similar to the conspiracy theories of the john Birch
Society,Jeffrey Baker identifies the "liberaiMpro-capitalist,
Coundl on Foreign Relations and the Trilateral Commis
sion, as the leading players in a plot to destroy the United
States.

Unlike thejohn Birch Society, however, which at least
publicly, has renounced anti-Semitism and racism, Baker
identifies "The Star of DavidMas the best expression of the
presumed plot (41)

Other prominent Christian Patriots include the
Trodunann familyfrom Noxon, Montana.John Trochmann,
a "former" associate of Aryan Nations leader, Louis Beam,
is the self-styled commander of the Militia of Montana
(MOM). Taking Aim, the group's newsletter, has an anti
abortion tilt

These connections are more lhan just theoretical. John
Salvi, accused of murdering twO employees of women's
clinics in Brookline. MA, and wounding five others on
December 30.1995, expressed interesl in participating in a
"camping trip" with a Florida Militia group in 1992. (42)

While there is no direct evidence linking Salvi to the
Christian Patriol movement, Salvi altended at least one
meeting of the PatriOl Pro-Family Movement, last Novem
ber, afew miles away from Brookline dinics where the anti·
abortion massacre took place. Literature distributed at the
meeting induded instruction in the use of the Ruger .22
caliber rifle, the weapon allegedly used by Salvi. (43)

Other books contained diagrams on how to build
bombsand incendiary devices, similar to those presented in
the anti-abortion, Anny Of God, terrorist manual. Another
book available for sale was ~lmprovis.edWeapons Of The
American Underground ~ (44)

According to progressive researcher, Chip Berlet, lit
erature seized from Salvi's home included posters that
allegedly depict aborted feruses and brochures pnxiuced
and distributed by Human Life Intemational. (45)

W'hat is significant about the political convergence
among various far-right, anti-Semitic, white supremacist
and Christian Reconstructionist factions is the ease with
which conspiratorial rhetoric slips over into violent attacks
on women's clinics, health care providers, racial minorities,
queers, leftists and the trade union movement Such vio
lence is indicative ofgrowing evidence thal we are witness·
ing the creation of an anned fascist nucleus throughout
North America.

Under the broad umbrella of the Christian Patriot
movement, groups such as Missionaries to the Prebom,
Operation Rescue, the Defensive Action "network", the
United States Taxpayers Party, Aryan Nations, the American
Front and Canadian anti·abortion extremist groups with
ties to the ne<TNazi Heritage Front, are forging ldeoiogical
and operational links.

Unless challenged and confronted forcefully, those
who attack. women's clinics, bash queers, murder blacks
and other minorities, and serve as operatives in union·
busting goon squads, will only be emboldened to steJrup
their attacks. While the short-tem"1 goal of these groups,
organizations and seemingly-disparate movements, center
on the destruction of abortion access, their medium-lerm
goal is the creation of a mass fascisl movement throughout
North America.

Ultimately, what unites the far-right is attaining politi
cal power. Once they have seized the reins of the State they
intend to create a theocratic, totalitarian, white "Christian
Republic" in the service of capitalist exploitation and
oppression: the original - and contemporary - meaning of
the "NewWorid Order.M

No Fearl No Slk:ncel
Reproduct1ve Rights By Any Means Necessary!
The Stcugglc Continues...
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The Sisterhood Of Hate
From producing videotapes on natural child-birthing

techniques to the white nurses preparing rOT" racial Anna
geddon, women are entering the organized radst move
ment in record numbers. In the last ten years the racist
movement has experienced a new and deadly growth wiili
both young men and women joining these legions of hate.
Long the exclusive domain of white males over 30, the
image of organized hate is rapidly changing. Traditionally,
women would join the racist movement at the behest of
their husbands and boyfriends. Starting in the late 198Os,
women aged 14-25 started entering into organized hate
groups, often bringing their children with them. This influx
of young women into the racist movement is providing
racism with a femme face, a new face to mask old hatreds.

As the former national spokesman and political coordi
nator for the neo-nazi Christian Identity church knO'Ml as
the Cilurch ofJesus Christ Christian!Aryan Nations, I trav
eled throughout the Pacific Northwest and Tennessee
spreading the Aryan Nations doctrine of hate. Wherever I
traveled, young women played an important role. These
women covered the spectrum of the racist movement from
the politically minded women of the Aryan Women's
League CAWL) to the women practicing the Christian Iden
tity doctrine of polygamy.

Valkyri~And FcmJoJsts
The Aryan Women's League, together with the women

of the skinhead group known as American Front, is repre
sentative of the social and political activism not norrna.lly
associated with organized racism. Liz ("Valkyrie") Bullis,
the one-time secretary of the skinhead group American
Front, is armed with wealth, intelligence and a gun and is
symbolic of the new racist women of the 1990s. ExpeUed
from Oxford University in Great Britain for racist activities,
Bullis' resume ofhate activities is quite extensive. Welding
a club in a brawl with anti-racist protesters at a San
Francisco park, joining hands with militant anti-abortion
ists, Bullis led 22 skinheads in a public demonstration
against ~Jewish genocide against the white race", i.e.,
abortions. Combining political organizing skills with a flair
for the media, Bullis was featured on the front cover of
Village Voice attired in skinhead garb and brandishing an
assault weapon. Bullis has organized and is affIliated with
many racist organizations. Presently, she is organizing the
racist troops in Washington with her live-in boyfriend,
Justin Dwyer who is the former leader of Aryan Nations in
the state ofWashington. Bullis' influencewithin the women's
racist movement is evident. A:5 a woman in a male-domi.
nated movement, Bullis has shown that the racist move·
ment is ready to accept the educated upscale racist women
of the 199Os.

Utilizing some of Liz Bullis' media skills, the Aryan
Women's League has become high tech and politically
adept. The Aryan Women's League is the largest women's
organization within the organized hate movement. Manyof

the women assodaled wilh lhe Aryan Women's League are
among the most educated in the racist movement. Its
leaders and founders brought togelher both a college
education and a racial pedigree. Lynn Metzger, the daugh
ter of Tom Metzger, is well-schCXlled in the doctrines and
tacticsofmUitanlracial organizing. Herfather is the founder
of America's most violent skinhead organization, White
Aryan Resistance (WAR). Tom Metzger, a TV repairman,
puts the racist message on the airwaves in weekly programs
aired on cable·aceess television across the country. Lynn
Metzger, along with Karen Wagner, have produced videos
on a wide range of topics, from positions on the environ
ment to practicing safe sex and child-rearing information,
all with a racial slanL The Aryan Women's League, together
with POWAR (a Portland, Oregon skinhead group) and led
by Liz Bullis, picketed the Women's Health Center in
Portland, Oregon. The racist's position on abortion is that
aOOrtion is a jewish plan to exterminate the white race,
while at the same time, demanding that all women ofcolor
be sterilized. All people of color are labeled animals and,
therefore, abortion for women of color is put forward as
"animal control".

UzBullisand the womenofthe Aryan Women's League
do not consider themselves as auxiliaries to the male·
dominated racist movement. In that regard, as an organlza
tion, these women are treated with respect and equality. A:5
individual women in the home setting, her man is still lord
and master. Fighting alongside their men in brawls and the
picket lines, these dedicated young women are stepping up
to the front line as equals with their male eount.eJparts.

Whltr NUI'SCS And Martyrs
Repairing gunshot wounds, flXing broken limbs and

serving their men, the women of the anny of Israd, a
Christian Identity skinhead group in Utah, are busy prepar·
ing for racial Annageddon. Known as the White Nl.IrSeS,
they arefashioning themselves into the Clara Bmens of the
racist movement and adherents of the racist faith, Christian
Identity. Christian Identity is a bible-based faith that teaches
that the white Aryans are the true sons and daughters of
Yahweh (God). Christian Identity also teaches that the
jewish people are the children ofSatan and people ofcolor
are the beasts of the field, commonly referred to as "mud
people". lhis faith of racism and hatred is responsible for
the murder of law enforcement agents and bombings,
mostly in the Pacific NorthwesL Due to the religious nature
of Identity, women are expected to be subservient to their
men. Women of the Identity faith spend most of their time
raising large families and home schooling their children. At
Christian Identity gatherings, the women prepare and serve
the meals and plan their next child

Within the organizational structure ofChrlstian Identity
churches or political organizations, women are either sec
retaries or Sunday school teachers, correlating newsletters
and magazines and standing behind their men. Christian
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Identity believers join their brethren in the fundamental
right wing by calling for a return to ~familyvalues". These
so-called ~values" would destroy the families of all people
not bom white.

Brttding Hatred
The radst movement consists of many different and

diverse organizations from followers ofHitler tothe believ
ers ofOuistian Identity. Regardless of theicown individual
preferences, the women ofthe racist movement are provid
ing the overall racist movement with an infrastn.x:::rure.
Corresponding wiTh Those in prison for raciaUy-inspired
crimes, referred to as roWs, coI..Iecting dothes and toys for
the children of these prisoners, the Family Assistance
Project (FAP) is a priority for These young racists. In many
instances, the women of the racist movement are providing
and maintaining the hearth and home providing stability
and guaranteeing the birth of the next generation of
organized hatred.

Changes
This infonnation is the result of my involvement of

many years in the racist movement. I had been a doset nazi,
receiving liter.tture from various racist aganizations such
as Aryan Nations and the Ku Klux Klan and read them with
a passion. So when the opportUnity came that made it
po5Sibl.e for me to make the leap from reader to warrior, I
felt certain a higher destiny was calling me. From every
thing that I had read and heard about the racist movement,
I felt that I was more than prepared for whatever task and
duty that would be asked of me. But nothing prepared me
for the experiences that were to a:xne my way over the next
two~,experiences that would change my life forever.
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In those two short years, I went from doing guard duty to

becoming the publicspokesman for the Aryans. For the first
time, everything in my life seemed to have purpose. 111at is,
until I was told that my youngest son would have to be
murdered because he was born with adeft paJate, a genetic
defect. Like a light going on, I soon started having doubts
about the things I was doing and saying. In the summer of
1992, I came to the realization that I could no longer believe
that what I was doing was righL

Since leaving behind the racist movement., I have been
working to counter the message of hate, to do something
pa;itive after so many years of the negative. I feel that it is
my responsibility to use my knowledge of racism and the
racist movement to counter the message of hate. I can't
change the things that I have done. I apologize to all if my
hatred and racism affected. you in any way. Change is
d:lal.Ienging. It is not. something completed ovonighL
Challenging and questioning fear and stereotypes never
ends for aJl of us.

Floyd Cochra.n

AN ISSUE
.4- FOR EVERYONE

ABORTION IS AN ISSUE FOR EVERYONE. NOT
THE 'LEFT' OR THE 'RIGHT'. IT IS AN ISSUE
FOR ANYONE WHO CARES FOR THE
SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE.

We agree that a woman has a right to govern her
own body, but a person's right logically ends where
another's begins - in this case the right of the baby 10 live.
'This is true regardless of whether the clUld will be bom
into poverty. Ooo't poor (:hjJ~ have the right to grow
up as anyone else? The real problem is that of poverty
and the break-Up of the family wllL

The family is the basis of any healthy society, bUI
today it is being broken-up and degraded by materialism,
anti-eulturalism and sexual perversion. The results are
clear 10 see: divon::c, child and spousal abuse., alcoholism
and drug addiction.

lhe family is vub1erable to the power of the State
and corporations. Individuals and families alike have
less and less control over their daily lives.

First. we must realize that it is the System itself
which has caused these problems. To try to change these
things within the System is a waste of time. The
politicians will DeVCf take a stand because they are more
concerned with money than with Morality and Truth.

The real solution: oommW'l.ities must Sd up their
own power structures so that individuals may have
gre:aleT control over their lives and the lives of their
children. Our organization. The"Canadiaa Froot. offers
the way of doing this. For more informatioD, write to:

The Canadi.an Front
P.O. &x 30025 Victoria. B.C. vax SEI

Hate-ilefa!ure from the while-s~ Canadian Front,
plastelOd on Ihe w,ldows 01 EvOfYWoman's _ & U 01 VIctoria



Excerpt from:

Low-Intensity Warfare: An Anti-Abortion Strategy of Terror
b'f Tom Burghanlt, Bay Area CoaIilion for Reprodl£tive Rights (BACORR) - NOIth. January 1994

•

3. Dialectics of Repression: Anti-Abortion Low-Intensity Warfare Today.

Strategic requirements determine the tactical methods employed by the direct
action anti-abortion movement. Since destruction of women's access to reproductive
health care is their immediate intent, one can expect the movement's tactics will renect
this goal. .

The eclipse of "rescue" as a "pro-life" tactic by militant pro-choice defense, has
forced many proponents of direct action to revert to the strategy of the mid 1980's 
open terrorism and aggressive violence. Such tactical operations today, however, are
more sophisticated and increasingly vicious, as individual women and providers are
frequent targets of attack by trained cadre. This should not surprise us since tactical
knowledge and expertise is being systematically shared and applied by the hard-core
"remnant." While we can hypothesize that Action for Ufe, PlAN, or Operation Rescue
regional and national conferences are infonnal networking venues for sharing tactical
information, the trend towards formalizing their training in order to create a second-tier
leadership cadre, will inevitably result in a more "efficient" application of terror.

The statistical evidence gathered by the National Abortion Federation (NAF) is
quite startling in this respect. In looking at the data below, three, three-year periods are
compared: 1984-86, 1988-90 and 1991-93. The indicators used to track the anti-abortion
movement's changing strategic focus are: bombing and arson attacks; attempted
bombing/arson attacks; clinic vandalism; clinic blockades and invasions; hate
maillharassing phone calls; public picketing at family planning centers and provider's
homes.

A new category, stalking, was added by NAF in 1993. According to their
definition, "stalking is the persistent following, threateni~ and harassing of an abortion
provider, staff member, or patient away from the clinic. While it will not be possible
to compare 1993 stalking figures with those of other years, we can say that as providers
come under direct attack by "no place to hide" style campaigns, stalking and other fonus
of harassment, such as hate maillharassing phone calls wiD increase astronomically. In
fact, statistics for the latter category indicate that they have.

53National Abortion Federation, op cil.
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Incidents of Violence & Disruption Against Abortion Providers. 199354

1984-86 1988-90 1991-93'
(# of Incidents)

Bombing/Arson 45 16 37

Attempted Bombing/Arson 21 9 19

Vandalism 127 79 233

Blockades 0 417 170

Invasions 134 50 69

Hate Mail & Harassing Phone Calls 102 70 845

Picketing 440 268 3891

Stalking 0 0 140

• 1993 figures are from January 1 - October 14, 1993.

ainic bombing/arson attacks dropped sbarply (1988-90), compared to the previous
period (1984-86), reflecting the strategic tum towards "rescue." ~ "rescue" proves
ineffective, arson/bombing attacks begin to rise sharply (1991-93). Similarly, the
precipitous increase of serious vandalism at clinics (1991-93) reflect "rescue's" failure to
shut them down "peacefully." As knowledge of butyric acid use becomes widespread,
clinic vandalism not only exceeds the previous six year period (206 incidents). but does
so in less than three years (233 incidents).

The trend towards increased levels of violence are demonstrated by a comparison
of statistics for clinic blockades. The 1984-86 period saw no clinic blockades. When
Operation Rescue comes "on line" in 1988, the three .year period produced, respectively:
182 incidents in 1988, 201 incidents in 1989. Mid-1989 is also the period that militant
direct action by clinic defenders begins to rout OR. By 1990, total blockades had fallen
to 34 incidents. While there was a gradual increase during 1991-93, overall "rescue" bas
been a miserable tactical failure: 1991, 41 incidents; 1992, 83 incidents; by 1993, the total
number of blockades had fallen to 46. However, unlike public mass mobilizations that
rely on church-based support, clinic invasions by "minutemen" teams are generally open
only to those well-known to local or regional leadership cadre. It is quite possible that

"Ibid.
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clinic invasions will become an outlet for aggressive actions by newly formed local groups,
especially as their leaders become more proficient at running such operations.

Public picketing at clinics, medical oUiees and provider homes has increased at an
alarming rate. Statistics for this category, as well as those for hate maiVharassing phone
calls, demonstrate two trends operating simultaneously: first, as "rescue" comes on line
(1988), "peaceful" picketing drops sharply - 44U incidents (1984-86) vs. 268 incidents
(1988-90). As arrests soar due to public pressure and "rescue" is outflanked by clinic
defense, picketing escalates at a tremendous rate with 3891 total incidents (1991-93).
The same can be said for hate maiVharassing phone calls: 1984-86, 102 incidents; 1988
90, 70 incidents; 1991-93, 845 incidents.

Significantly, the second trend demonstrates that the national movement is in the
process of transforming itself into numerous local and regional groupings 'waging
sustained picketing/propaganda campaigns at clinics as well as stepping-up attacks against
providers. By means of low-level harassment activities framed as "peaceful, prayerful
outreach to women in 'crisis pregnancies,'" the direct action anti-abortion movement is
attempting to re-build their shattered activist base. They are accomplishing this by
drawing in new layers of activists an~d prqviding them with low-risk arrest venues. Last
July's "Cities of Refuge" campaign was a failure in terms of total number of activists at
the clinics. However, since its wrap-up, we have observed a dramatic increase of
picketing at clinics in the S.F. Bay Area. The creation of more aggressive local groups
has become a top priority for Operation Rescue of California. Christian Action
Ministries (CAM), the Stand Up for Ufe youth group based in San Jose, and Castro
Valley's Community Life Coalition (CLC), are a direct result of intensive organizing in
the Bay Area by national anti-abortion leaders such as Chet Gallagher. These
organizations surfaced as separate entities in the wake of "Cities of Refuge." Michael
Ross, a "No Place to Hide" team captain, and Kim Alvarenga, an IMPACf team
"graduate," are organizing these local efforts, with some success.55

Collectively, theirs' is a multi·pronged strategy which has combined terrorism,
direct action, a turn towards grass·roots organizing, and a significant plunge into electoral
politics. The direct action wing of the anti-abortion movement has intersected the
broader Christian Right, especially on the electoral front. The convergence of these
trends demonstrate a shift towards a classic fascist organizing strategy: terror on the one
hand, and a leap into the political "mainstream" on the other.

ORN leaders, Randall Teny and Patrick Mahoney, have worked closely with the
Christian Coalition, the Coalition on Revival, and with Paul Weyrich's Free Congress
Foundation. The stated purpose of this collaboration is to use the Christian Defense

55Frontline News: Action Report from Operation Rescue of California. January 1993.
Anaheim, CPo, Vol. 5, No. I, p.2

21



•

Coalition, and especially ORN's Joshua Project, as a training venue for entry by OR
cadre into electoral politics.56 Locally, CAM has worked closely with Jay Grimstead
and other COR activists during the last election.57 This trend must be monitored
closely. Potentially, it provides us with an opportunity to expose the far·flung connections
among Christian Right extremist groups such as COR and OR. We may also glean
valuable information regarding their financial links to corporate sponsors and political
power brokers embedded in both capitalist parties.

• • • •

Anti-abortion low-intensity warfare tactics include a wide range of psychological
operations (PSYOPS), that are used to advance movement goals: destruction of women's
access to reproductive health care.

PSYOPS tactics - extreme harassment, stalking, use of "wanted" posters, hate mail,
telephone threats and the selective targeting of patient or provider family members 
seek to foster a climate of psychological anxiety and dread among those victimized by
such attacks. Furthermore, use of PSYOPS as a tactical modality, is a means to buttress
the open violence and terrorism brought to bear against individual patients, providers or
pro-choice activists. Uncertainty over whether or not one will be the target of a terror
attack tends to create a climate of mistrust and paranoia: these are intended effects of
such operations.

Three interconnected projects initiated by Mark Crutcher and the Lewisville,
Texas-based Ufe Dynamies, Inc. can be situated along the psychological warfare
continuum. Examples include the bogus "Project Choice" survey sent to abortion
providers; the despicable anti-Semitic Bottom Feeder "comic book," mailed to 34,000
medical students, as well as the recent "Spies for Ufe" campaign. As the epigram on
page one of this report demonstrates, Crutcher's recruitment of espionage operatives
against abortion providers has been promoted by Robertson's Christian Coalition,
through the placement of fund-raiding ads in the Christian American tabloid.

Another component of anti-abortion psychological operations concern attempts to
actively disrupt and discredit the work of pro-choice clinic defense groups. Recently, a
number of organizations have reported infiltration by anti-abortion operatives.
Oftentimes, such individuals rise to important leadership or tactical positions within the

56Sara Diamond, 1tellch Taclics 011 Ihe A1Iti·Abornon Front Z Msaazjne. December
1992, pp. 4()-41

"Christian Action Ministries, Calendar. Oct-Nov 1993, San Jose, Ca
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targeted group. Once they have established therr credibility, they undergo a sudden,
inexplicable "conversion" and surface as anti-abortion spokespersons.58

Unsurprisingly, other pro-choice activists have been targets of COINTELPRO
style smear campaigns by right-wing private investigatorsring as "experts" on
Operation Rescue. Chip Samms is one such individual.5

The similarities to tactics empluyed by the U.S. Government against domestic and
regional dissidents are striking. Similar methods were an important component of U.S.
intervention in target countries, notably Central America during the 1980's or in Haiti
today.60 The Christian Righi was an active partner of the U.S. Government during its
extensive propaganda campaigns against Nicaragua, using their media empires as an

•

5&rWO cases come to mind: Kathi Hudson of the Washington Area Oinic Defense
Task Force (WACDTF) claims to have had a ''born again" experience as a result of efforts
by Randall Terry and Jeff White. More recently, one Judith Fetrow has claimed to have
been a BACORR member with extensive ties to the left in San Francisco. Fetrow made this
claim on a Christian Right radio talk-show in Wichita. KS. However, a search through our
database as weU as interviews with founding members of BACORR failed to tum up anyone
by this name.

'9Fight Back Network; New York; September 11, 1993. Report on Recent Political
Attacks on Pro-Choice Forces. Outing the Baton Rouge clinic defense campaign in July
1992, Samms gave the name of known OR·infiltrator. Kathi Hudson, as a reference in order
to obtain housing with a pro·choice person. Samms set-up surveillance equipment in that
person's home. Before being asked to leave, he hold his host that he had infiltrated both
pro·choice and anti-abortion groups and that he intended to build a database on
reproductive right's activists. He has made numerous unsubstantiated claims that pro-choice
clinic defense groups "instigate violence." Samms has met with at least one Planned
Parenthood affiliate and with some pro-choice groups in order to obtain information on
activists from diverse organizations including Refuse & Resist!, some chapters of the
National Organization for Women (NOW), the sectarian National Women's Rights
Organizing Committee (NWROC), and BACORR. In one instance, he asked for help in
identifying anti-abortion activists but then presented photos of pro-choice clinic defenders.
Samms claims to work with the Florida Department of Law Enforcement, but in all
likelihood. he is a private right-wing operative or police contract employee. Such activities
are purposely disruptive and divisive. They have had a chilling effect on coalition-building
across the country. Samms' disruptive activities are intentional attempts to divide our
movement. DO NOT COOPERATE WITH CHIP SAMMS!

60Dennis Bernstein and Howard Levine: The CIA's Haili Connection. San Francisco
Bay Guardian. November 10, 1993, pp. 16-17
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outlet for illegal State Department "public diplomacy,',()I Other examples include the
FBI's infamous COINTELPRO disruption program against dissident political groups,
notably the Black Panther Party and American Indian Movement.62 Additional
programs include those initiated by the Department of Defense; in particular, the Army's
Special Operations Group (Green Berets)"or the School of the Americas.63 Both rely
on extensive PSYOPS training as a component of low-intensity warfare interventions
around the world.

These similarities are not simple accidents or coincidences. Considering that both
Norman Weslin and Ronald Maxson, leaders of the violent paramilitary group, Lambs of
Christ, were fanner Army Airborne commandos with extensive training in "special
operations," should lead us to examine the background of other anti·abortion tactical
"specialists." We do not currently know how many other participants in the anti-abortion
direct action movement possess similar expertise nor how extensively they are sharing
such knowledge with other activists.

• • • •

There is a human face to anti-abortion terror. Countless acts of violence and
psychological intimidation take place daily at local clinics, in the homes of patients
identified by cadre, or among the family members of providers targeted by "peaceful"
picketers and unannounced home visits from religious fanatics. Below are some
examples of PSYOPS currently employed across the country:

Melbourne. FL: "Born again" teen sidewalk counselors, perched on aluminum ladders
adjacent to the recovery room of the Aware Woman Center for Choice, scream,
"Momm,J4> Mommy, why did you kill me? Why did you let them pull my head off with
pliers?'

Wichita. KS: A physician who performs abortions at the Central Street Oinic is doused
with butyric acid by a masked assailant. Members of Goddarchy Productions, a local
anti-abortion group, laugh and joke with reporters after the incident.65

"Sara Diamond. 1989, op ro., pp. 161·181

"Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall. Agents of Repression. 1990, South End
Press, Boston, MA

"Vicki A. Imerman. SOA-SchooI of Assassins. Covert Action Quarterly,
Washington, D.C. Number 46, Fall 1993, pp. 15·19

"Paul SoIotaroff. SurviviJlg I". Crusades; Rolling Stone; October 14, 1993, p.58

·'Ufe Advocate. September 1993, p.2?
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telephone number had been distributed throughout Florida. Twelve hours after his
friend. David Gunn, is murdered, Dr. Snydle quit performing abortions.71

Melbourne. FL: Pat Windle. owner of the Aware Woman Center for Choice, reported
that on 'The day David Gunn was shot, these people" (IMPACf team trainees) "stood
on my sidewalk and yelled at my daughter, 'One down bitch; how many more to go?mn

Melbourne. FL: As a "class assignment" during ORN's IMPACf team training, the 13
year-old son qf a clinic worker at Pat Windle's clinic, was lured to a local Burger King by
two women, both IMPACf team trainees. TIle youth was informed both he and his
mother would "burn in hell" for the work she was doing. The 13-year-old expressed fear
that they were going to kidnap him. Both women left the training and police have no
suspects.73

South Bend. IN: The home of Marne Greening. co-owner of the Women's Pavilion. was
picketed by activists from the violence-prone group, Collegians Activated to Liberate Ufe
(CALL), a youth front of Joseph S~heidler's Pro-Life Action Network. The home
picketing was part of CALL's "Alternative Spring Break." During the week-long series of
events, the locks of the Friendship Family Planning Clinic were glued shut. Patients
assembled outside the building were verbally harassed by CALL or OR-Indiana sidewalk
counselors as police looked on, refusing to intervene.74

•
•

Shalimar. FL: Sandra Sheldron, a nurse at the Family Planning Oink in fort Walton,
had Jack Hinesley, a "rescue missionary," arrested for stalking. Hinesley approached
Sheldron and her husband, pointed his index finger and thumb to resemble a gun and
said, 'bang, bang." This was March 11. the day after David Gunn was murdered. During
an earlier incident, Hinesley temporarily blinded the nurse with high-powered flash
equipment as she prepared to exit the clinic's driveway onto busy Highway 98.7S

Redding, CA: Many of the movement's most egregarious acts of terror are perpetrated
away from major urban centers. Redding, California has been the site of some of the
worst incidents of violence against women's rights in the entire state. The toleration of
venomous hate crimes against women by local police and Redding's political

"Elizabeth Mitchell. Under Siege; fu!in, October 1993, p.72

npaul SolotarolI, op Cil., p.62

"Ann Baker, op cit., IMPACf Team Tactics.

"Lorraine Jamieson. Life Advocate. June 1993, pp. 16-17

"Life Advocate. June 1993, p.33
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Omaha. NE: Anti-abortion zealot, Sharon McKee, is arrested for stalking Dr. James T.
Howard. McKee had followed and harassed the physician for more than a year. She
relentlessly dogged him at the airport where he commutes weekly as weU as at the clinic
where he works.66

Dobbs Ferry. NY: During a clinic blockade organized by Operation Goliath, groups of
up to 10 "rescue missionaries" targeted individual women unable to enter the clinic. The
door locks had been super-glued during the initial assault. Surrounded by zealots, the
women were taunted and harassed by screaming sidewalk counselors.67

Madison. WI: Members of the University of Wisconsin Pro-Ufe Action League, affiliated
with Scheidler's group, picketed the medical school and the apartments of medical
students attempting to learn the abortion procedure. The names of students worlcing at
a local women's health center appeared on picket signs. Nancy Beatty, co-president of
the group, vowed: "If they refuse to stop their deadly training, we want them to know
that we will not stand by and let them destroy the lives of innocent babies.'.68

Kansas City. KS: Shotgun blasts were fired into the home of Dr. Robert Crist while he,
his wife and son were asleep. Windows were shattered and shotgun pellets scarred the
walls of their home. Dr. Crist stated: "There's no doubt in my mind it was the (anti
abortion) protesters," who were res~onsible for the incident. Crist said he's been
harassed repeatedly by the fanatics. 9

Robbinsdale. MN: Clinic workers discovered a 20 pound propane tank March 20 outside
the Robbinsdale clinic. Someone had run a hose into the furnace air intake duct.
Fortunately, the furnace had been turned off and did not explode. During an earlier
incident last fall, a hole was chopped into the roof of the building and gasoline poured in;
however, the incendiary device dropped through the hole failed to ignite.70

Central Florida: The 82-year-old mother of Dr. Frank Snydle, an abortion provider, was
phoned by a man claiming he was a highway patrol officer. The elderly woman, suffering
from a severe heart ailment, was informed by the caller that her only son had been killed
in a car accident. "Frank Snydle" wanted 1Josters with the woman's home address and

"Life Advocate. October, 1993, p.?

.,Ibid., p.25

60Greg Chesmore. Life Advocate. July 1993, p.20

69Life Advocate. July 1993, p.40
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establishment have only encouraged-the zealots, seriously compromising women's ability
•to obtain reproductive health care.

Redding's Feminist Women's Health Center (FWHC) has been firebombed three
times in the past six years. In June 1992, the clinic was burned to the ground and
remained closed for more than seven months. Women in mostly rural, conservative
Shasta County were forced to drive hours to other facilities in order to obtain abortion
services. During this same period in 1992, nine women's clinics were firebombed in
California, Oregon and Nevada.76

Ronald Walters is an anti-abortion fanatic with a long violent history of
harassment against the patients, employees and volunteer clinic escorts at the FWHC
facility. On October 20, 1993, Walters pled guilty in federal district court for mailing a
death threat to Dr. Bruce Steir, a FWHC provider. Walters' letter read:

DEAR lXXTOR BRUCE, GOODBYE

'testify tIwt '" 1= cuned both God and "" king.
1hm lake 1Um OUJ and stOM him to death.·77

There is a political context for Walters' death threat, one which indicates extensive
ties between Redding's anti-abortion network and other groups throughout the country.
Ronald Walters did not emerge spontaneously [rom the void. He is an associate of John
Bell, an Operation Rescue of California organizer. According to OR-C publications, Ben
was to head their efforts to establish a branch of Missionaries to the Prebom in
California.78 Bell has led picketing and other forms of patient/provider harassment
against FWHC for years, organizing anti·abortion zealots directly from the North Vaney
Baptist Church, with the active encouragement of its pastor, the Rev. Royal Blue.79

During the period the clinic was being re-built, Walters picketed the site almost
every Friday. In November, during an altercation with construction workers., the cliItic
director, Katrina Cantrell, called police. After the incident, Walters began to target

'·NAP, 1992, op cit.

"United States of America v. Ronald M. Walters; CR·S-93; 374 WBS 18:867-S.
FILED September 2, 1993 in The United States District Court For the Eastern District of
California, Sacramento, Calif.

'"Frontline News: Action Report from Operation Rescue of California. Aoaheim,
CA. November 1992. Vol. 4, No.6, p.2

"'Kim Fortune. President, Shasta County PrQ-Choice Coalition. November 1993,
personal communication.
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Cantrell. In a sworn affidavit to the United States Attorney, Cantrell says that Walters,
"has re~tedly harassed me personally, and I have become concerned for my physical
safety." 80 Cantrell goes on to report,

WaLtD':J h4s rqH;.oledly said thn/llming tltinp to nu; including )our rime is u.p,"and
-/ Iaww whur you. 1ive.,.81

Severely injured in an auto accident July 13, Cantrell was targeted by Walters and
two unnamed female companions while the clinic director was recovering at Redding's
Mercy Hospital. Walters' two associates had to pull him from Cantrell's room when she
recognized him and began to scream.82 As a result of the incident, she was forced to
move to a private room under an assumed name. The hospital posted a security guard
at the woman's door. Walters' reputation for violence was such that friends stayed with
her at night in order to assure her safety.83 When Cantrell began assuming part-time
duties at the clinic, Walters appeared August 27. "He made his fingers in the shape of a
gun, and pretended to shoot me.'t84

•

Earlier this year on March 10, the day of David Gunn's assassination, Walters
chased down a school bus ftlled with students. They had allegedly taunted him as he
picketed the FWHC facility. According to Shasta County Sr. Deputy District Attorney,
Lawrence R. Allen, Walters sped away from the site in his car and

...forc61 the bw to stop, boordl!d the ~h;de ond hoTongu.61 1M studmts collfng thDn
"boby-kiIlen-._Sevf!Tol of the studmts wen' smowly frightml!d to 1M point of leon.85

As a result of the incident, Walters was arrested and charged with misdemeanor
false imprisonment and disturbing the peace. After his trial and conviction May 14,
Walters made threatening remarks to the Deputy D.A. According to Allen,

•As ~ left the courtroom, Wal103' tumed and sruuled that 1 was working for 1M thviL
11 appetJmllO me that some of the}flI'On wert frightl!11l!d of Mr. Walten, as some of them

"Declaration of Katrina Cantrell. USA v. Walters. September 3, 1993; p.2

·'Ibid.,

82Ibid.,p.3

"'Ibid.

"Declaration of Lawrence R. Allen. USA v. Walters. September 3, 1993, p.l
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aslud to ~ acorted to theu can tJy coun pusonnd at rhL close 0{ 1M CiUe. In all my

upt:ricIce, I hov~ MVU hod jurors fed thl!)' f1~eded to ~ ac.orted out of 1M counhow~ 86

Walters sent a rambling. thiee-page statement to the probation officer appointed
by the court to recommend sentence, The Deputy District Attorney reports that Walters
wrote,

I Mlint~ that if th~ ou,horitin today lcLep harassillg legal pickLJing, iMir (sic) will
87 •someday soon M gr~ot violence.

Compare Walters' statement with similar extortion threats made by Foreman,
Burnett and other leaders of the direct action movement. Their violent rhetoric and
thinly-veiled threats have the effect of inciting the most fanatical "sheep" such as Michael
Griffin, Rachelle Shannon or Ronald Walters to commit acts of psychological terror and
physical violence against women and health care providers.

In August, Walters drove to the home of Mrs. J.D. Jones, a nurse who was
employed by FWHC. Her husband is a Highway Patrol officer who contacted the district
attorney's office after Walters' harassment of his wife and family began to escalate.
AJlen reports,

Waltm- 1uJs cOIUilwally harassed Mrs. Jot1LS vubolly as SM mlord and ailed iM
cJinU::. 0fJ1UT Jonu and his spou.s~ liv~ ill D spandy populaled DTW.••outsitk of Redding. In
August 1993, Mrs. Jonu and son and daughtu all obsDYM Ronald Waltm- tTavt!ling tMir
1'(}iuL Wollm- ailed his vt!hicl~ in 1M Jones' from yard. WalJer:s was asJwJ what M was
doing. Walto:r' nsponu ""'as that h~ was doing somdlJing wiJh rmJ wote. WallO'S appeared
to M SU1V611in"isM Jonu' vthicles...OfJiur Jones felt COIICmted about his familia (sic)
personal sof~ty.

The everting before a pro-choice motorcade and rally last January 30 in Redding,
to mark the re-opening of the Feminist Women's Health Center, the brake lines of clinic
defense coordinator, Kim Fortune, were cut by an unknown assailant(s). Fortune, her
eight year old son and her mother noticed a pool of brake fluid beneath their vehicle
before they drove to the marshalling site or the motorcade. Fortune reports receiving
numerous harassing phone calls and death threats as a result of her strong stand against
Operation Rescue and local anti-abortion thugs. In spite of the incident, several hundred
people from throughout the state rallied in support of women's rigbts.89

"Ibid. p.2

·'Ibid.

"Ibid., p.3
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Walters is scheduled to be sentenced January 5, 1994 in Sacramento. He faces up
to five years imprisonment and a S250,(X)() fine. Though Walters is currently behind bars,
threats against women's right continue in Redding. On November 16, large rocks were
hurled through the windows of the FWHC facility, causing thousands of dollars in
damage. One rock was hurled with such force that when it struck the wall, it left a large,
gaping hole.90

• • • •

Psychological operations and physical violence are an integra) component of the
anti-abortion movement's current strategy to destroy women's rights. The case of Ronald
Walters is not exceptional. For years, Operation Rescue has maintained that theirs' is a
"peaceful, prayerful movement." This is nothing but a bald-faced lie. In San Diego for
example, convicted terrorist, Cheryl Sullenger, played a central role in a conspiracy to
bomb San Diego-area abortion clinics. She was an organizer of Operation Jericho, and
directed other members of Dorman Owens' Bible Missionary Fellowship (BMF), in their
harassment of women at area family planning c1inics.91

Currently, Cheryl Sullenger is an organizer for Operation Rescue of California in San
Diego. She directs provider harassment and is listed in OR-C publications as their "no
place to hide" team captain.92

Though both houses of Congress have passed the Freedom of Access to Oinic
Entrances Ac~ (FACE), it will be a small oonsolation for women deprived of their rights,
now that the anti-abortion movement has shifted their strategy. If our clinics continue to
be bombed or attacked with noxious chemicals; if our providers are driven from medical
practice by trained thugs specializing in psychological terror and· physical violence, all the
legislative measures in the world will not deter these fanatics. The bold tactics of the
clinic defense movement, used so successfully for stopping clinic blockades, must be
modified to include the protection and active defense of abortion providers. Targeting
doctors or clinic employees in their homes is not free speech. It is terrorism. Hate mail
is not free speech. It is terrorism. -Late-night harassing phone calls are not free speech.
They are hateful acts of terror. Threatening the children of physicians or clinic
employees similarly, is not free speech. It is terrorism. The terrorist hate crimes of
Operation Rescue and the others WILL NO LONGER BE TOLERATED.

•

"Ibid.

91Michael Novick. Women's Rights: Target for Racist Terror. Neo·Nazi Involvement
in the Anti-Abortion Movement. 3rd. Edition; March 1993.

"Frontline News. January 1993, op cit., p.2
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An "Interview" With
An Anti-Abortion Terrorist
Many pro-choice activists in North America tend to believe
that taNight anti-choice terrorists are crazed luno.tics, reli
gums farwtics, or just ignorant wing-nuts. And many of them
are. But as thefollowing j nteroiewclearlyshaws, manyofthem
are not. Many anti-dlOice terrorists use rhetoric that is well
thought out and seemingly logical. Their words seem to make
the bombing ofan women's health clinic the very duty ofevery
true Christian, especially when they make thesickcomparison
of abortion being a modern-day Holocaust with far·rights
terrorists acting as the Resistance. The following is an inter
view with a member of the underground anti--dloia terrorist
group the"Amy OfGod". Since the group's members gener
aIly do not claim their attacks in the Mine of the A.D.G., it's
unclear how 1TUlnyactions this group has actWlllycarried out.
Bu t one thing isfor cmain: thefar-righ tanti-choicemovement
is a lot better organized and more intelligent than mD.ny of us
may want to believe. And since it's important for us to "know
the enemy", here is what the scum have to say, in their own
words:

The Army Of God Speaks Out

An Interview With An Underground Leader Of The
American Holocaust Resistance Movement, Also
Known As The A.O.G.

"Only he who cries out for the Jews can sing Gregorian
Chants.'"

- Deitrich Bonhoffer

"Annihilating abortWlries is our purest fonn ofworship."
- Freedom Fox, A.D.G.

Why an interview, and why now?

You asked for one, I know I can trust you, and I can't
do it alone.

Can't do what alone?

Drive the abortion industry underground with or
without the sanction of government law.

By what method?

Explosives, predominantly.

Would you care to elaborate?

Certainly. First, by disanning the murder weapon.
That is, by destroying the structures where the actual
crimes are being committed. Second, by disanning the
persons perpetrating thecrimesbyremoving their hands,
or at least their thumbs below the second digit.

31

What about non·violence? The Rescuers, most of them
anyway, would say...

I love the Rescuers. I am not truly violent by causing
my neighbor no longer to be able to murder innocent
civilians.

What about the image this type of activity would
portray to the world through the eyes of the media?

The image that the world entertains at this moment
is that there are no Christians in America whatsoever.
With the exception, maybe, of Joan Andrews and a few
others. No, don't misunderstand me! The only rational
way to respond to the knowledge of an imminent and
brutal murder is direct action.

Is a Rescue Mission (a sit·in) direct action?

Most definitely.

Then, why bombs and shears?

If the child scheduled for execution was yOUT very
own, would you feel you had responded adequately by
merely sitting in front of thedoors? No! Don't misunder
stand me. Rescue is a very powerful thing. becoming
vulnerable, totally; taking on the life of the pre-
born in all his weakness. Nevertheless, I ask you, what
would you do if your own child was scheduled for
execution in the morning? One • blow the place to
kingdom come (or bum it to the ground) tonight, and be
there with all the guns and ammunition in the morning
just in case they might plan on taking your baby to some
other location to commit the abortion.

I understand what you are saying, but nobody can live
that.

That's the point. We must die in order that others
might live.

But why don't you believe that non.violence, on the
order of· say· Ghandi orMartin Luther King,Jr.(or the
ultimate example of Our Lord, might not be the key to
winning the war?

Jesus Christwas never a pacifistexcept in His role as
the Suffering Servant. As for Ghandi and Martin Luther
King, Jr., non-violence was only a tactic. King stated
publicly on several occasions that they would resove the
"conflict" with non·violenceor with violence. But, letme
say something about your use of that extremely loaded
word, "non·violence".



Please do.

An officer of the law, commonly referred to as a
"cop" or "policeman", is in traditional society known as
a "peace officer", correct?

Yes.

By what means does the Peace Officer keep the
peace? By means of minimum force. And in some situa·
tions, minimum force can go sofar as to require that a
person be shot no trial, no jury, no stay of execution. In
mOSI cases this is not true - in many cases a billy club
followed by a tittle jail time might do. 'The Peace Officer
did not cease to bea defenderof the peace by doing these
things - on thecon~

Oh, by the way, don't construe this to mean I recom·
mend executing abortionists. I do noL Although I think
it easily justified from Holy Writ; the A.D.G. adheres to
the principle of minimum force. Mercy, rather than
jclstice, is the driving force behind our actions. Or, to say
it another way, we are merciful in our pursuit of justice,
in our pursuit of peace.

Wouldn't such actions against an abortionist harden
their hearts toward God even more than it already is?

Quite the opposite. TIle average abortionist has be
come so used to the daily carnage he or she commits, it
is on the order of flushing a commode. By permanently
removing their ability to couunit the crimes, one has
given them a tremendous gift. Only by being forced to
back away from the life that they now live can they ever
begin to see themselves as they truly are. Thank God for
the few brave ones that have repented on their crimes.
For the rest, I think thumblessness a small price to pay.
" ...better to enter into life maimed..." (l finally found a
present day application for those words.)

Do you think these types of activities will have a
negative effect on the other wings of the Pro-Life
movment?

Activity that attempts to protect women and chil
dren is postitive. Peric:x1.lnactivity is negative.To tellyou
the truth, I'm not really sure what the ~I.ifeMove
ment'" is! lfyourquestionwasin regard topubticopinion
as influenced by the media, I would have to say that,
contrary to popularopinion, it is easy at this time for the
media as a whole to hold the position that they do: they
cancomfortably be for death. Notso when the honorable
citizens of any given community begin to rise up in
righteous indignation and destroy these miniature
Dachaus. All of a sudden.. apathy is gone. The average
reporter says to himself, ~ow! Maybe there are a few
people that really believe all this jargon about abortion
being murder.-

What do you recommend thatconcem.ed citizens do at

this time?

Every Pro-Life person should commit to destroying
at least one dealh camp. or damaging at least one baby
killer. The formerisa relativelyeasy task - the lattercould
be quite difficult to accomplish. The preferred methc:x1
for the novice would be gasoline and matches. Straight
and easy. No tracks. You've kind of got to pour and light
and leave real fast because of the flammability factor.
Kerosene is great, but a little more traceable, so you
would not want to buy it and use it in the same ~ay.

What about explosives?

With timedelays,a most wondrous method, and my
personal favorite.

For the average person?

Yes, assuming that person is willing to do a little
reading to understand the basics. A person should be
careful about reading books from a public library, and
then going out and doing "good deeds". The Federal
agents will be looking at fingerprints - there's no reason
to put them on the scent any faster than necessary. Then
again, if a person is only going to take out a few mills on
a one time basis, then there is really not much to worry
about.

What about chemical warfare?

I think that should remain classified information at
this time.

0.1<. Do you have any special heroes who give you
inspiration?

Well, there are many heroes of the Faith throughout
history, but one of my favorites is Major Von Gersdorf.

Who worker with Bonhliffer, right?

Yes. He was the guy who always wore a trenchcoat
- a loaded trenchcoat. Once, when the Resistance was
planninga Putsch, Von Gersd.orfhad bombs, one ineach
pocket, that he was going to detonate inHitier's presence.
There is one vidid scene I recall reading about, where
BonhOffer and friends were all sitting around a room
practicing the piano and singing. In preparation for
BonhOffer's father's seventy-fifth birthday. Major vOn
Gersdorfwassittingaround trying not tobe nervous but,
well, they were all looking at the phone nervously,
knowing that any second it would ring, and that he
would have to drive to the munitions factory where
Hitler was going tobedoingan inspection, or something.

Von Gersdorf was not going to take any chances of
having a dud bomb, so he took two, one in each pocket
- he was going to blow himself to kingdom come (and
Hitler, too, in the process). As it turned out, it never
happened. But he had the heart to at least attempt it.
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,

That's quite a story. I think that there must be some
Army Of God persons who have that kind of resolve
and commitment.

There are some, In()St certainly. The babiesare just so
precious, Ican't fathom any commitment less than "resis
tance unto death"', to use the biblical imagery.

How many of the A.O.G. Me ClU1'1:otly in prison? Wait,.
I think I already know that you will not be able to
answer that question, right?

(Laughter)Sony. I willsaythis, however. Mostof the
people who have or are now serving time for destroying
abortuariesare not enlisted with the A.D.G., but in most
cases that's only because they were never given an
opportunity to do so a wish some of them had - they
might all be free).

How does one become a member of the Army Of God?

With great difficulty.

Would you care to elaborate?

No. Not in an interview. My main goal in this inter
view is to encourage others to take certain actions at
certain times in solidarity with the resistance effort. In
other words, when the mills begin to smoke, add some
fuel to the fire. We desperately need single lone-rangers
out there, who will commit to destroy one abortuary
before they die. Most genuine Pro-Lifers praise and
worship God when an abortoary is destroyed. It matters
little what stripe ofactivist you are talking about. Rescu
ers, political activists,orcovertoperatorsareall thankful.
And it's common knowledge what the insurance costs
are like after a good bombing.

(Reprinted from "Wh<n Lif' Hurls..."j
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Anti-Abortion Terror Continues

(,)lifomll IS no stranger to anti-abanio" violence This is lhe founh
such attack In less than I month In the: Sialt

• Oc1obet 9, In Irson fire It ... PIMmed Parenthood dinic in Chico caused
S35.ooo In damage

On Novembetthirclthc day Paul HiD was convicl:ed fO( the cold-blooded
USUSln&110ns of Dr John Briuon and Mr. Jame$ Barrell, a pipe bomb ex
ploded In the dnveway of a Planned Parenthood clinic In San Rafael CA.,
about fifteen miles north of Sin Fn.ncisco A busmc.ss nelll door was also
damaged

• On tho: Amo: day. ~1>C1" dinK ,n
NoddJl11":as the ...aIm 0(0Ill anon fireI~
aw.ed SJooo ,,\ da_cc. despite all cbbo
Fa'" _lata I)'IKm ..110 lImITed lbe; riA:
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Kill, Carlllcll
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Center
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Plllln«! Plrcnlhood
H6 VallombroA.
ChICO. C... 9~926
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al bolh fl'Oftl a1Id bid door$. The Hayward.
C.... Pb.a.ncd Pa~nlhood Car;ilil)' had astor.
'Ie lhcd broken InIO. Ind Ioeks mnoval
The San FrallClSQ) ol!lca 0( Wondll& As·
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other non1lfOl'i1 I>'OIIpSI had I bomb ltugl
t3l1ed ,n

Cahromll IS not tbeonly IUle 10 sut·
fer Inll-abortlOll lenot The. ~y after Dr
Bnllon InlI Mr 8Inm ~shOI.llldlullcd

by Paul Hill. I cl"ue: ,n fills Cbwcll. V...
"'ali tirdlorrlbed. Oft A..pst II•• dinic: ,n
Brauw:rd. MN was bumtd 10 lhe: puuIld.
lIone ".\11 three other busuW::SK$. after I
bnd' ":as Ihrown lhroup lbe: e:llruc: ....n
dow aDd psot,nc: was sIoshal ,ftSI(\e aDd
'CnllC:d ... ehllK was .ISO'llaCkal~l,
In W)om,"C

r"o d.J~ d\ef lhe: CA IllKlr;s.•be
maloal be:.II" of D. Itm ~'OO'- I
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c:c:sdully suallplMl lbe: _e:'s lllepl ~.
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s:l1JIIC \"llClknc:c. II oQS datnllgcd extc:mn e:h
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Ioolr. forl(lIIpof1i11Y fac:,lIua wtllic Ilnc:l,noc:
1$ bc:ut& rebudt. You an atead Y'OW' Alp
port 10 them II the fol!owlll& address-

JIIIl Arms!ronl, MD and Sunn
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79j Swuct 8cNIevard
Kalispdl. MT ~9901-l6I6

Many people ,n lhe pro<hotc:c com.
mUNI)' _n: conVlnc:cd tllal the plSAle: of
lhe F"'CE (Fr......w.1I or Ac:c:c.u 10 CIII"e:
Enl....lIttS) l:t.... :tlld lhe: succ:cu!ul RICO
(Rxkae:cr lntlucnc:cd COfNpI Orpn,u
llOlIS) dcc:.s'on al:t,nsl .nt,-aaC)r1lOnlSls.
""",Id Slop lhe: vlOlenc::c: of lhe: Itlll-<:hooa;:
lerronSlS. But lhc:sc a-enls. as we:ll as lho:
murders or Dr Bnuon.nd Mr. Barre:lI In
Flonc:La, and lhe: rcc:cnl shoounl ,n C.na41
(sec: s'dc:barJ. prove: IIow usc:1CS$1besc: laws
arc. The governmenl Ius rouunc:ly looked
lhe other way while: lhe rampat;e I:Onl1l1'

llCS. For c:.umple:.

.. Aller a flrdlomb Icw;led a elinie in
Ashland OR. lhe fBI n:fusc:d 10 ,nvestiple:
atle:r il ruled lhat lbe IIl.1d1: WIJ IlOl politi
cally motivaled. Alilhorilie:s made:. simi·
Iar N1in, rDUo";nl o.he shootinl 0(an abor.
tion provider in Alabama shonly lAe:r Dr
David Gunn was killed 11St)"Cll'. miminl
il was random violence motIvaled by theft.

.. LiDda Tagcn. dircc:tor 0( lhc La
dia Callc:r wbc:R Brinon IIld 8arTtt1 _rc
k.illal.. had pleaded with lhe: fBI for-u
poor 10 the ltillinp 10 anat Paul H,ll. Hill
"'2S viOc:o-upcd ban"nc on .he: dIn", ..,n·
dows. s;realnltIJ II ,...1Ic:.nIS. ,n dear VIOIa
lion of FACE. He:. ..as IlOl arTCSIal due: to
-Iadr. 01~~ Four -u later, lhe:

~--
• Even when H,1l "'IS unclc:T S\lNC',I

lance b1_c:..Ioc:aI:t1ld fcdc....1WlhonuCf..
he:. SI'lIlN1l\llgc:d 10 l:roH:t fivc:-I,no; hllh.
~...-,ill a 12_ PUCC sholpn 'n brGlCl lb,
hlhl to l:Ommfl murder

• After FaIbc:1' D:t~...t T roc:.sc;h of Mo
bile:.. AL. a.mc: _ In defellSC 0( H,ll, :tnd

called for the: ueaIIJon 0(doaors. c:scoru.
_n who have: had .tloruons .nd any
one: ...110 he:lped prlMlIc the: S;MoCC In any

way. the: CClIler ForC~ $Ulftn Mol:nk
was qucsoonc:d by the: fBI. A/ln lhe: 'cc:.ncY
ptbc:rcd tnIIlerial oa Tror::sc;h and othc::rs
...ho rquiart). ha.-.sed lhe: d,cuc's paxOlS.,
the:. e:l1noc: dlfc:.dor ...as told tlull the:. FBI
c::oulcllI'l rue: Ihc:. mMc:.rW beallSC 0( fm!
amc:ndmc:lII rillu. Tbc:.y0Cl1y asked iI:tsulJ"
rnc:mbc:.r ~fc:lt thlUlened~ and If so, "'by
wt.omr _ It"s aftc:r Troc:sc:h said he: h:td
no IInrnOcbllc:. plans 10 kill anyooc:.. but lhe:.

door "'D always open.

• .... FBI acent told , dicuc diroaor
"' FI wa,-. IN. thai FACE 's .......nllOS!y
uxkssw andlhal a dinie's bc:$I bel w:as 10
opc:.nIe under a sc:au aOdR:ss.. like a bal·
leted~·s shdlc:r

• n"ny'I1II-abortion proICite:rs ..'110
bIodtaclcd a ClinIC ,n Llllk Rtodt. AR. on
July I still have IlOl bcc:.n dlarcc:d undc:r
F...CE.

To pur Ibc:sc: aentS ,n perspcc:uvc,

,maJlnc lhecovemmc:nI:'S R:KIlOtllfbanks
or e:hurdw::s~ f(Iullnc:ly bombal.. b\od;·
adcd. lhe:" c:mploo)us lullc:d. or lhetr "'
II_ lulrassc:d - cc:nainly. the: reaclion
would be rar dlll"e:n:nll It IS ~r llul we
cannot rely on lhe: JO'"t:rnmc:nl 10 pfOllro;\

_·s nJht 10 c:.boosc - _ m~ pro

II\CIIl OUJtSELVE.S.

Mea_Nle:... howcvef, the SUle is CIIllle

prepated 10 pc:ncalle:wornc:n driven 10 des·
pc:rIllOn by lheir inabilil)' 10 pin ac:a:ss 10
Are:.. kpl abortion scmc:a. "'e:cordinlto
Kalhryn ""biA.. c:s.q. II lhc CenICr for Re·
prodllCtlvc: UW ,nd Poliey. a motion will
be: nled wilhin lhe: IlCX1 forty-five:. d.Jys 10
dismISS lhe F1orid.J asc: apinS! Ka.... n:t

-'shlC)'. ICCIlJal of m\ll'de:rin, her own fe:.·
IllS when she: shot hc:ncii after railinl 10
obta,n an abon,on. II lhe asc: IS no! dis
m,ssal. Ka....1\ll will ao 10 Itlal on lWO

felony charges. II she: 's found Jl'ill)'. lhe
CenlCr will appeal The: Cenle:r has not filed
the: dismissal requaI yet, as the: case: Slill
has not bcc:n assipal to a SUlIe: prosc:c::ulor.
...lbiA. llunks a Ieltc:r wrilille c:ampail" to
the SlalC proscc:ulor dcmandinl thaI Ihe
dlargc:s be: dropped IO'OUId be: a aood ida.

For mon: information. c:onlaCt the
Cc:nIc:r For Rc:prodvctivc La. and PoIie:)'
(2121 ~14-5S)4; KIIb1yfo AIbisa. c:sq.

P'Wlic: Ddc:Pdc:.r's ocric:I: Tampa (l1J)
'64~516;BT\ICI( Jobnsoa. csq. lOr Ashley

$111e: Proseculor', Ollice. Tampl
{11}146-a~246 10 u'l" them 10 drop lhe:
dlargc::s: 110 asc: numbc:r ye for Ashky

The: lOftmn>c:ot has NEVER pro
teac:d lhe: ",Ns of tbe: opprc:ssal ....Ihout
__ pR$SUn: from lhe pcopk.. so leI's

.. body'

By leslie GrilIiIh.1hIs artlcte 'llllO'lred ~ the December 1994 Issue of Tunmg the Tile,
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In Nazi Germany, state officials worked hard to create
a society free of "defectives R

: Jews, gays and lesbians,
gypsies, and communists.

Women with disabilities are drawing chilling parallels
between that campaign and present day prenatal screening
of fetuses to detect dtsabUities. Like the victims of the
Holocaust. disabled fetuses are regarded as flawed. imper.
feet versions of humanity, and therefore less deserving of
life.

Today. the unquestioned acceptance and celebration
of reproductive technologies is reminding many feminist
activ1sts of the uncritical. embrace of eugenics by scholars,
legislators and physk:ians earlier this century. For \IJOffien
with disabilities, amniocentesis· the process of withdrawing
and testing the uterine ftuk! of ill pregnant woman to
determine whether the fetus has ill disability - is not a routine,
benign procedure. Its grO\lJing populartty, particularly for
older, pregnant women. Is contributing to the Increasing
number of selective abortions with disabled fetuses as the
targets.

The DisAbled Women's Network (DAWN) Canada. an
advocacy group, reports that 90 per cent of \.UOOletl who
have a fetus that tests JX)Sitive for ill disability choose toabort
There are presently more than 40 disabilities that can be
identified prenata1ly, induding Down's syndrome, sptna
bifida, Huntington's disease and cystic fibrosis.

The amniocentesis prcx:edure is most often performed
at the 16th week of pregnancy todiscovera genetic disorder
(it canalso be used to, determine the fetus's sex). According,
tostatistics, 95 per centof aD amniocentesis tests indicate the
fetus does not have a detectable disability.

While amniocentesis was originaUy used for women
deemed to be "at high risk~ of carrying a disabled fetus,
more physicians are recommending the procedure for
women who are "low risk".

It is seen as a practical. payoft massive prenatal screen
ing is less expensive than paying for the care of disabled
people. Suppcrt...sayabating"obnonnal" fetusescompen
sates for the ones that aren't weeded out by nature through
spontaneous abortion. Parents are opting for this testing
because it is available and they want a SCH:a1led normal
child 8ecause the procedure is expensive, it is provtngtobe
lucrative for the medical establishment

But It is precise:ly because of the wk:Iespread use of
amniocentesis and the asswnptlon that the detection of a
disability would lead to the termination of a pregnancy - that
abortion of disabled fetuses is gaining greater acceptance.

DAWN Canada reported to the Royal Commission on
Reprcxl.uctlve Technologies that, "some doctors require
women to agree before amnkx:entesis that they will abort if
there is a "defect" in the fetus." The problem is not that
prenatal testing exists, but that It exists within a coercive
framework.. Abortion of disabled fetuses is becoming com
puIsay.

Selective Abortion
By Ingrid Deringer

Even feminists fighting for reprcxl.uctive lights, perhaps
unwittingly, are contributing to the mindset that disabled
fetuses should be aborted. When they argue In favour of
choice by saying anti-abortionists would force women to
give birth to disabled children, they paint the birth of a
disabled child as a disaster. This attitude makes many
women with disabilities feel uncomfortable with the abortion
rights movement

And while many people consider selective abortion
based on the sex of the fetus unacceptable, the same tenet
does not hold true when applied to disabilities. Abortion
rights should focus on abortion being "safe, legal and
funded~ and not whether a fetus is disabled or not.

In Voices from the Shadows: Disabled Women Speak.,
one woman potgnandy says, '" wonder (...1If 'were born
tcxl.ay, would I be given the right to live? That concerns me
• lot

"1 wonder when does It stop? Does It stop at the blind,
deaf chUd? Does It stop because a child may limp? Does It
stop at minor brain damage? I just wonder where Is the cut-
off line going to be?" .

DAWN Canada says doctors are providing biased infor
mation to women with disabled fetuses: they are rarely told
about people with disabilities who live full, happy lives.

In their repc:ll1 to the Royal Commission on Reprcxl.uc
tlve Technologies they stated women needed lnfonnatlon
that, "gives the facts - not the stereotypesr

In a Canadian study, young women with disabilIties
were asked how they felt about selective abortions. Not one
said she would never consider abortion, but, most admitted
to mixed feelings. They said they wouldn't mind having a
disabled child, but they would be terrified for the child's
sake. The women saJd they would want to spare their
offspring the problems they had faced.

Issues around selective abortion have cropped up in
surrogacy contracts as well Surrogate mothers have be
come more common In the UnitedStates and Canada since
reprcxl.uctive technologies have become more accessible. In
these contracts, it is often stipulated that the bbth mother
undergo ultrasoundor amniocentesis. If the fetus is found to
have a disability, the contract may demand that the surro
gate terminate the pregnancy and forego her fee.

Changing Patterns: Women in Canada, reports some
surrogacy contracts indude, "extensive control over diet,
Ufestyie, and activitles~, and require a ~quaJlty product.."

Itdescribes surrogacy as an example of the commerctal·
izatlon of reprcxl.uctive capacities where Mthe chUd becomes
a commcxl.ity, the recipient parents become the consumers,
and the donors and surrogates become the suppliers."
When the goods are defective the consumer does not want
the product anymore.

In the famous Baby "M~ case, the contract between
Mary Beth Whitehead and William Stem stated that if the
fetus was found to have a disability, Whitehead would be
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paid SI,ooo If she had an abortion. If she did not, Stem's
obligation to her was oyer.

The heavy hand of the law does not stop at
surrogacycontracts. Ruth Hubbard, author and legal theo
rist, says there are cases in the U.S. where, ~parents sue
physiclans claiming that they should have been warned
more forcefully about all the available resources for prenatal
detection. -

She sees a futme where, "a child who is born \.\lith a
health problem that might have been detected and lm
proved prenatally can probably sue the mother If she
refUSQd to be tested. when pregnant ft

Hubbard's prediction may not be as far fetched as it
seems. At least one attorney, Margery Shaw, urges courts
and legislators to, "take all reasonable steps to Insure that
fetuses destined to be born alive are nOl. handicapped
mentally and physically by the negligent acts or omissions of
others.

"Carrying a disabled. fetus to term is an example of
negligent fetal abuse resulting in an injured child", much the
same way as abuse of alcohol or drugs during pregnancy
would be.

The possibility of mandatory prenatal screening looms
large, suggesting a future where pregnant \IJOmen could lose
a fundamental rlght - the right to refuse medical treatment

Where eugenics and selective breeding once were
perceived as ways of dealing wtt:h people with disabilities, the
pressure is nO\lJ on women to selectively abort fetuses with
a disability. But advocates ofselective abortion cannot meet
their goal of a "OavAess- society: many inherited disabilities
cannot be predicted or prevented Environmental factors
such as exposure to chemicals or radiation, or simple
accidents, will not soon vanish. DlsabUity is not something
that Is going to go away.

With thal in mind, a new emphasis should be made on
provklingservices to disabled. people sothal they may enjoy
a life free of discrimination. The goal should be for SOCiety
to take more responsibUity for the welfare of disabled
people, and become more informed to see disabilities in a
positive light Until disabilities are accepted, Instead of being
greeted with fear or misunderstanding, selective abortion
will continue to be accepted uncritically.

Many 'NOITlen, myself included, went through a phase
in their pregnancy when they feared they I.VOlI1d give birth
to a disabled child Most of the fear stems from the fear of
having your child suffer. Another reason for this fear Is that
mothers are often the sole caretakers of children with
dlsabUities and since there are few resources available to
mothers, they become very isolated.. J.o this way that fear of
being solely responsible for a disabled person Is a valk1. fear
in our society.

Society has shut out the voices of the disabled and has
historically kept them behind closed. doors. By doing so,
society has lost the chance (0 understand and learn from
them. Our exposure to people \.\lith disabilities has been so
limited that most people onlysee them as helpless, unhappy
and weak. It Is becomingevident Is disabled people become
more vtsible that society has a lot to learn from them.

Ingrid Deringerisa women's health anddisability counselor,
consultant and educator in Calgary. She became interested
in the issue of disab.l/ity when she developed an illness in
1984. Shehassince recovered, but devotes herlJeand worl<
to issues oj concern to women, particularly to women with
disabilities.

(Reprinted fromHealthsharing: ACanadian Women's Health
Quarterly, Vol. 13:4· WinterlSpring 1993)
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CoVltl"aceptioVl1 Abol"tioVl AVId Stel"i1izatioVl Today:

What Choices Do Womel'\ Reali)::' f-Iave?

•

The following is Rn excerpt from the Committee for Abor'tUm
Rights and Against Steri4zatWn Abuse (CARASA)

Sterilization
Sterilization, the most prevalent form of fertility cen

tral in the Uni[c=d States for women over 25, differs
dramatically from abortion and contraception. It perma
nently renders a woman or man infertile.

For women, sterilization is a major surgical procedure
done with general or local anesthesia in which the Fallopian
tubes ace cut, burned, clipped., or otherwise shut, prevent
ing eggs from rcaching the uterus. The rubes arc rcached
though an incision in the alxiomcn or less often through the
vagina. Two afthe most common methods arc laparoscopy
and laparotomy. (In the past, hysterectomy was sometimes
used for sterilization purposes.) Women can be sterilizedat
any timc, except during pregnancy.

Vasectomy is the male sterilization procedure. Two
small incisions arc made in the scrotum to cut the vas
deferens, the tubes that carry sperm. Vasectomy is a minor
operation, requiring only a local anesthetic.

Like all major surgical procedures. female sterilization
entails risks ofinfection, bloodclots} and complications due
to anesthesia, with rare instances ofdeath. For reasons that
are not wdl understood, a woman's menstrua.! periocl may
increase in flow and be more painful after sterilization.
Regret rates higher than 30 percent have been reported.
Regret or depression is generally attributed to p:x>r CO\Ul

seling about the permanence and side effects of steriliza
tion. Women may also feel regret when they have little
choice due to such factors as coercion from their husbands
or medical difficulties. In less than 2 percent of steriliza
tions, the procedure may fail or reverse itself. Vasectomy is
much safer than female sterilization, but it too can result in
infection, failure, and regret.

Since the 1970ssterilizationhas been promoted by the
medical and family planning establishments as an easy
solution to people's desire for effective fertility control.
Dissatisfaction with the dangers and inadequacies of the
pill, IUD, and other methods of fertility control has led
increasing numbers ofwomen to accept sterilization.

Sterilization information was given in languages
women did not understand.; women were threatened with
loss ofwelfare or medical benefits if they did not consent;
consent was solicited during labor; and abortion was
conditioned upon consent to sterilization.

Abuse may occur in less overt but coercive ways:
Social and economic conditions can exert so much pressure
that a woman feels she has no other option. Sterilization is
promoted with little information about other alternatives.
Medicaid and private insurance companies pay for the
procedure, but not for contraception.

Statistics suggest that women bear the brunt of these
pressures. Among low-income Blacks and Latins, mora
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women than men are sterilized. Those men who choose
vasectomies are most likely to be middle-class and married.

Female sterilization in the United States increased
350 percent between 1970 and 1975, and between 1976
and 1982, the tates nearly doubled. The dramatic rise in
sterilizations coincided with the virru.al elimination of
federal funding for abortion and other restrictions on
access. The federal government asswnes 90 percent of the
cost ofmost sterilizations lUlder Medicaid at the same time
that it pays for only a minuscule nwnber ofabortions. This
flUlding disparity amounts to a government policy of
population control targeted at poor people and people of
color. There are no statistics about the extent to which
women who rely on Medicaid-funded abortion have turned
to sterilization, but the increase in sterilizations and the
cutbacks in abortion flUlding and ac~essibility appear re
lated. In the absence of adequate income, birth control,
childcare, and health care, we cannot asswne that the rise
in sterilization is a result of "free choice."

Overt and covert forms of pressure have been ex
ploited by population control groups that encouraged
sterilization, especially among particular populations of
women. AlI of these factors led to disturbing demographic
trends. Black and Latin women, particularly those on
public assistance, were more likely to be sterilized than
white women using private medical services. Compared
with the general population ofmarried women, Black and
Latin married women were steri Hzed in significantlygreater
proportions. As of 1968, 35.3 percent of all women of
childbearing age were sterilized in Puerto Rico, where
abortion was unavailable to all but wealthy North Ameri
cans. One study showed 25 percent of Native American
women were also sterilized. Between 1976 and 1982} the
percentage of all currently married women relying on
sterilization increased markedly. but the inctease was larger
for Blacks than fot whites. .

The federal tegulations condition payment to the
provider on the provider's compliance. They incluclc in
fonned consent in the woman's or man's own language, a
30-day waiting periocl between consent and the operation,
and information that the operation is considered both
permancntandirreversible and about alternatives. Consent
may not be obtainedduring abottion or childbirth. Hyster
ectomies for sterilization purposes arc not funded, nor are
sterilizations for people under 21, in prison, or those legally
dedared incompetcnt.

Sterilization among people ofcolor in this country has
had its counterpart in the Third World. Using federal
funds. population control advocates exp:>rted sterilization
programs in the beliefthat social unrestcouldbe"cured" by
diminishing the nwnber ofdissatisfied people. This theory
erroneously points to overpopulation as the cause ofsocial
problems instcad of the structure of the social systems in
which people live.



Begirming in 1973, women of color, feminists, and
health care workers in the United States recognized and
responded to the various forms of domestic sterili7.3tion
abuse. Thcy proposed andlobbied for guidelines to regulatc
sterilizations in New York City and, in 1977, regulations
were passed by the City Council. In 1979 the federal
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (now the
Department of Health and Hwnan Services) adopted
regulations pattcmc:d after the New York G.ty law.

1bc: fedcca.l regulations condition payment to the
provider on the provider's compliance. 1bc:y include in
formed consent in the woman's or man's own language, a
30-day waiting period between consent and the operation,
and information that the: operation is considered both
permanentand irreversible andabour alternatives. Consent
may not be obtaincdduring abortion or childbirth. Hyster~
ecromies for sterilization purposes arc: not funded, nor arc:
sterilizations for pc:opIc under 21, in prison, or those legally
declared incompetent.

Despi~ lack of adequate enforcement of the: federal
and New York: City regulations, they represent a major
victory in the movement to achieve reproductive freedom.
They provide a strongwarning to potential abusers. Groups
iliat tradi tionallysupporttd abortion rights, suchas Planned
Parenthood, Zero Population Growth, and the Association
for VoluntarySterilization (nowthe Association for Surgi~
cal Concraception), adamantly opposed the regulations on
the grounds that t:hc:y dc:privW women of "freedom of
choice,- that they were:. unnecessary and paternalistic, or
that they interfered with the doctor-patient relationship.
These objections ignore the concrete circumstances ofbow
abuses happen and who most frequcntlysuffers from them.

Postre:gulation statistics demonstrate a leveling ofthc
rate ofsterilization berwttn Black and. white women. This
may be due: in part to popular acceptance of the proccdW'e
as a methcxl. no longer reserved for the: poor and disabled.
Also, decrc:.a.sc:d spending power and pressures on white
women to work outside the home arc eroding social and
economic differences between the middle class and the
poor. A notable exception to this trend. is recent New Yotk
City data which show that the percentage: ofprocedures for
Medicaid recipients is rising, with incrc:.asing disparities
betwttnwhite and Latin \lII'OtlX.Il (although this may be due:
to undcrreporting).

Current Issues In Sterilization

the surgery have an incrcased risk ofectopic pregnancy.
1bc: apparent availability of re\'Crsal may lead to

decisions to be stcrilized by those whoexpcet that it can be
rcvcrsed later. Courts and government agencies may move
away ftom their prc..scnt stance and be more willing to

petmit sterilization of the poor or disabled if rcversal is
theoretically available, though no guarantee exists for fund
ing of expensive reversal procedures.

AIDS
As public attention has become focused on AIDS,

thece: has been much discussion of compulsory testing of
pregnant women or women at risk for AIDS to ascertain if
they are Hrv~positivc. Because a woman with the HIV
virus has a 30 to 50 pereentchance of passing the infection
to her children during gestation or birth, there is concern
that abortion and sterilization will be recommended by
counselors or that t:hc:y will be involuntarily imposed by
law. Since AIDS disproportionardy affects Black and Latin
communities. thc..sc possibilities arc reminiscent ofearlier
population control campaigns that targeted women of
color. There have always been apparently compelling argu
ments for compulsory sterilization but, as history demon
strates, the resulting sterilization abuse only avoided deal
ing with deeper social and economic issues.

Reversal
Today sterilization ce:versal is technically possible.

Microsurgical procedures can rc:.connccta Fallopian tubc:.or
vas deferens severed during sterilizatioIL But the rate of
success is low, especially forthosc who arc over 40 and have
been sterilized for a considerable period. of time by a
mc:thod that destroys substantial tissue:.

As a practical matter, reversal procedures are inacces·
sible to most people. Only a few large institutions offcr this
service, which isexpc:nsive (as much as SS,OOO in 1987) and
not usually covc.rcd by insurance. Some physicians wiU
accept only married patients. Womcnwhohave undergone.
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Holy War
Fighting abortion is just a front for Human Ufe Interna
tional; what the U.S.-based group really wants is to create
a whitQ Christian heterosexual world..

By Kristin Andrews

"Canada was the first non-Communistnation to legalize the
killing ofprebom chikiren. Today sheis in total crisisoan
empty land where zealots how/lormore depopulation f. ..j
a once-Christian country where the Faith is disappearing,
where feminists worship pagan goddesses. and where after
117years the House ofCommons has ejectedJesus, OW'
King, from its daily opening prayer. n

- from a brochure advertising Human Ufe International's
up:oming world conference in Montreal

Theresa &11 leans back in her heavy swivel-chair, her
dark hair framed by a wall calendar featuring the ~pe on
the one side, a photograph of her family on the other. "You
called Canada a secula.r society", she says to me, wand I
guess I find that distressing."

Bell, executive director of the Canadian branch of
Human Ufe International, one of the world's most JX>Werfui
anti-abortion lobbies, is talking to me in her Ottawa office.
Not so long ago, she says, the church and the state were
united as one. "Just kx>k at street signs in Montreal", she
says. "They're all named after saints."

If Human Life International (HU) had its way, we'd be
headed back to the papal past, and that road wiD pass
through Montreal next spring. HU plans to hold its annual
world conference in our city in April. bringing in big·name
anti.abortion activists to help recruit support for a possible
newchapterinQuebec. (HU heldaconference in Montreal
in 1986 that 700 people attended; 1,500 are expected this
time.)

While HU is prooo of its "family values" approach to
the abortion issue, critics say those values are anti-feminist,
anti-Semitic, anti-immigrant, in fact, anti-almost"'Nery.
thing except white Christian motherhcxxi HU believes
homosexuality is "destructive", according to its literature.
And it hasdirect links toa man described bya Gennanjudge
as a neo-fascist, and to American anti-abortion activist,
Randall Terry, the head of Operation Rescue who has
served time in the United States for his over-zealous protest
tactics.

Behind the HU commitment to "'ife issues" is a theory
that fmmder and chair Paul Marx described in one HU
pamphlet, Confessionsof a Pro-Life Missionary. "The West
is dying because of over..copulation and low birthrates", he
wrote. Marx believes Jewish people are the chief
"dejX)pulationists"; that they "have more or less led the
abortion movement"

Marx, a Catholic priest, founded HU with the approval
of the Vatican in 1981. The Catholic Church continues to

Iendsupport to the group, and that includes the Church in
Montreal. It has agreed to let HU use Old Montreal's Notre
Dame Basilica for the opening mass of its April conference.

The move has angered some members of Montreal's
Catholic community. "Itseems to me unimaginable that the
Basilica can be lent to a group that is openly anti-Semitic",
said Carolyn Sharp, editor and publisher of the monthly
Jesuit magazine, Relations.

StephenScheinberg, a memberof B'nai Srith's League
for Human Rights, said his group wrote to Montreal's new
cardinal, Jean-Claude Turcotte, this week asking that he
cancel the event

The decision to accept HU's request for use of the
historic church came from the cure, Father Ivanhoe Poirier.
B'nai Brith contacted Poirier over two weeks ago asking
that he kx>k into the anti-Semitic stances HU has repeated
in its abW"'ldant literature. Poirier said he won't comment
until he's had more time to think about it

In addition to his role at S' nai Brith, Scheinberg is a
Concordia University history professor and editor of a
recentstudy on right-wingextremism inCanada. Scheinberg
said. HU, like otheranti-abortion groups in Canada and the
United States, is a vehicle to propagate more radical "hate
motivated" views than simply protectionof the fetus. '1"heir
efforts are aimed at heating up the troops for what they see
as a battle againstSatanand 'the enemy''', Scheinbergsaid.

HU uses aggressive and sensational tactics in its fight
againstabortion. Membersare infamous forsendinggraphic
postcards and bkxxlied plastic fetuses to Canadian MPs. In
addition to printing and disbibuting anti-abortion films and
books throughout the world, HU boasts of having helped
defeat attempts to legalize abortion in Ireland, Hondwas,
the Philippines and South Africa, among other countries.

Since Father Marx founded HU in '81, the group has
QTO\IJn to 49 branchoffices in38 counbies onsix continents.
Its $4.7-miUion budget comes mainly-from member dona
tions.

The first HU Canada branch opened in Laval, Quebec
in 1984. Four years later, that office moved to Ottawa.
Chapters inCalgary, Winnipegand Antigonish, NovaScotia
help send. literature to about 6,lXlO supporters.

HU's Canadian headquarters are in the Ottawa suburb
of Vanier, a sweet post-war development with sharp-ed.ged
lawns and. shrubs in burlap winter coats. After I visited Bell
lastweek, IleftHU'sofflCe (a converted t.wo-cargaragewith
nosignout front) withan annbadof literature with titles like
The Contraceptive Mentality and Ex]X15eCl: Planned Par·
enthood, the Abortion and Eugenic Connections.

Planned Parenthoodis name comes up a lot in HU
circles. Bonnie Johnson, executive director of Planned
Parenthood Federation of Canada (PPFC), said it's reveal
ing that HU targets her group more than other pro-choice
lobbies such as CARAL (the Canadian Abortion Rights
Action League). PPFC, unlike its American counterpart,
doesn't actually offer abortions but, rather, pregnancy
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counseling and contraception at cost "The real issue is
Planned Parenthood promotes family planning" , saKi John·
"'0.

Johnson said Theresa Bell's most recent Jetter to HU
supporters ischaracteristic of right.wing anti-abortion move·
ments, which Johnson calls "misogynist at the core." Bell
wrote: "Through the feminist movement, Satan... still uses

women for his designs." According to Bell's letter, women
are LSed to kill their chikiren and families "all in the name
of abstract euphemisms such as 'empowennent' and 'con·
trolling my own body.'"

'11Us fetus issue is a red herring", said Johnson.. "What
the birth<antrol debate is really about is 'NOmen having a
placa in SOCKi!ty 8nd being able to compete with men in
terms of work."

Ball admitted that "the fcztus" par SQ is not as important
to HU's work as covering the "whole range of 'life issues',
including abortion, homosexuality, sex education and so
czslled birth control."

Homosexuality is a sin. said Bell, because it doesn't
prOOta! children.. "On an economic level, if we're going to
approw:of homosexuality, wherewillwe get the population
from?"

For clarification, she gaw mcz 8 pamphlet on teenage
sex education written by HU member Dr. Patrick Dunn..
"Despite all the 'ntee guy' propagCl.nllI in support of it,
homosexual acts are, objectiwly, serious sins and there
fore... always destructive of the human personality."

Montreal gay activist Douglas Buckley-Couvrette is not
impressed "When the Catholic chwehsupports statements
like this, what they are actually supporting is the violence
logainsl) and k;II;rg of gays and lesbians", he ",k1.

It's nothing new that offdal Czstholic cb:bine con
demns goy and lesbian low. In Quebec, houJever, it's
secular law that protQCts minority groups ag;!linst violent
expressions of hatred based on church doctrine. Critics of
HU 8ra particularly worried. by what they see as disrespect
for the division of church and state, which makes anti-hate
laws p:JSSible,

The separation of church and stzlte is "the disease" of
Call8di8n society, saKi an Ottawa priest and HU member
Father D. Parsons in a 1989 sermon reprinted. by HU.
"AlthoughOlD'" proxil1l8tli1' goal is the cessationof l!IIbortion in
OlD' CoLUlby. OlD' ultimate goal is the Reign of Jesus Christ
over l!IIII nations and the impregnating of all their 1a\IJS with
the law of the Gospel", Parsons saki.

Ball saKi HU isn't prejl.lCiX:czd. against any raligious
group. But Parsons' sermon, coupled with conference
workshoptitles like 1be MosbmTmattothe Work!", send
a pretty clear me:sslli9lil of intolemnce.

1ne strongest~ of religious intolerance nmning
through HU's work is anti-Semitism, says B'nai Brith.
TIuoughout his career, HU founder Paul Marx has been
seemingly obsessed. with pointing out the number and
names of Jews involved in the abortion movement A 1989
"Special Report" mailed. to aU HU donors claimed. "the
same segment of the Jewish commWlity thztt accuses the
Pope of insensitivity to the JGwish Hoiocaust not only
condones but has more or less Jed the greatest hokx:aust of
all time, the war on LUlbom babies."
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JackJedwab, Quebec regional executiwdirvc.tor of the
Can&dianJewishCongress, said. Marx's words are designed
topromote anti-Semitism. "To draw an anllllogy between
the Holocaust and abortion is reprehensible and bivializes
the tragedy that so many Jqwish people went through",
Jedwab said.

Marx was out of the country when I called his
Gaithersburg, Maryland office. Instead, I talked to Kathy
Moriarty, an administrative assistant in HU's publications
department She said Marx merely states the facts and
there's nothing racist or anti-Semitic about it

Moriarty also said Jews shouki have a special interest in
pro-life issues because ofwhat happened in Nazi Germany,
dczspitcz the fact thztt "more Clltholics were gassed by those
chambers than Jews."lbatstzlhlment alone earns Moriarty
a pJac.cz with the likes of Ernst Zundel, the Toronto-based
author of many infamous and iU-informed. tracts denying
the Jewish Holocaust.

But Moriarty didn't stop there. "Why are there so many
blacks involved in the abortion movement?" she asked
"'They don't Wlderstand that Planned. Parenthocd is out for
black genoc.ide."

Ntc Pouliot, a Montreal expert on the extreme right,
said HU might accuse family planning services of "gene
cKJe" bLd: the accusation masks a eugenic concern for the
preservation of the "white Christian race."

Bell told. me one of HU's main concerns is Canada's
"appaUing bw birthrahl." ThQ situation is the worst in
Quetx:K:, she added.. "Quebec. wants to preserve its Wlique
culture but they don't even have enough children to replace
the population", she saKi "They'll be forced to import
immigrants just to survive."

HU'sextremism hasn't gone unnoticed. In April 1992,
former NDP MP o."wo Bl8ck asked. Revenue Canada to
look into HU's tax-exempt: status. Religious and ed.u:a
tion8J organizationsare classi£'1ed. as charities and donations
are tax-ded.uctible. Black, a British Columbia politician
known for her pro-choice smnce, said shQ hc2ard about
HU's radical politics through a friend who wQnt to a HU
worki conference in Ottawa two years ago.

This spring Revenue Canada revoked HU's tax-ex·
empt: status on the growxis the organization is "too politi·
cal" (Childbirth by Choice, a pro-choice group afftliated
with CARAl, recently suffered the same fate_)

HU is cummtly gatheri~ forces to cha1lG:~ the Rev·
enue Canada decisk>n in the Fedeml Court of Appeals. A
full-page HU &dwrtisement in the Globe and Mail on Nov.
19, headlined "Revenue Canada laWlCOOs attack on teli·
giousorganization", hasgained the group new HnllIncialand
political support, according to Bell. .

But while HU hies to direct attention toward its pUght
as a persecuted religious organization. its full political
program is starting to be known in Catholic and pro-life
cin:les in Quebec.

Reverend Michel $eguin is the VICe-Rector of the
Grande 5eminzloire de MonbVal. He gave l!II seminar on
moral theokgy at an HU conference in Winnipeg last
October and, as a result, found his picturGI on the brochure
for the April conference in Montreal without his consent.
seguin said his involvement in the organizZltion brought



criticism from Catholic inoollectuals in Montrea~ so M has
OOcided not to attend the! upcomingconference, even though
M still agrees with most of what HU is doing.

Quebecers who will be speaking at the conference
includQ Aline Lizotte, a phiklsophy professor atCEGEP St
LaurQntand FtltherTeny Paquette, a "chastity educator" at
Laurentian Regional High School in Lachute.

IWlations' editor Sharp said HU is socially marginal in
Quebec, "Basiczr.lly, everything they print is in English, and
among the francophones in the church, nobody's even
noticed..

But Gwynne Basen, a mClmber of the CoiJJj/ion
qUBbecoise pour flJlIOrtement !ibm e/ gmtuit. thinks it's
importllint to ClXpo5Cl HU for what it is. even if that mClans
giving it publicity. She said there are plenty of pClOpig in
QUQbec who might be anti...,abortion but are not nec.ess8rily
right-wing ClXtremists. "Gfum singb-issue organizations can
get into bed with ClXtremist people when they genuinely
don't knowwhot they're llbout". she said. 'We can't ignore
the kind of climatCl groups like HU create in a counbywhX:.h
has II IWform Party."

(Add;oonal """.",h by Chris Sheridan)

(5o=e, Men_IMkror -lJea,mber 15-22, 1994)
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Excerpt from:

Different Voices: Women and the Holocaust
l7f Carol Rittner

13
• Gisela Bock

Both Nazi racism and sexism CfJIUfTIed all M:li'71et1. the;,terior as
well as the slf)erior.

The Hoi<>auat hRppen<A, Ina p<opk mJJ """,der _ and ...by. Swh qu=imu
mptin mtnT lUUJI1e'n rhtm anytme ClUJam, hr, asfar lit thefllll ofJRJmm tUnTne
th< Shoah a~ some ofriH ""'" rdiinH ... pnmJul by GUm. Boci. Long
l&'ISlIC:iJuui 'IPidJ JRri on womm"t bimIrJ, sJu ha bemfor 11UUIJyetm _ Jt:ho/.tv IU the
H~Inmr.u ofth< T<dmiul Univmizy mBmm. As,_ by her <SS4Jan
rru:ism andstrirm Us NJ&Zi Gemumy, the 10IIds thllZ Jed toAwc:hwitr. Rn' tlS long IV

the, "'!PenfiJI oftwim tmd turns. But rpec:ifiudJ,. she 1U'lf'US, there wouJA hiWe bem
......tItftr0/e'Lme7d, Gisri4Ptrl, and Cis",""" D<lbo '" ,ali """"'AusrJnvi<z
unkss " trtuJ.itioft of"rt:imlifie nu:ism,» tIS Bodt aUJ.s it, helped to~ theHoI«iu4st
b"P!"".
Owdining~~&dt __pn-NoD'"9mi<d=ria

poPut rb<..., ftr Hitkr and InsftiJors'm '" "" an th< laboJ~ _ dNn
... - --'Is] of Iifr" (lcbcnsunwcncs Lcbat). RAa·h:t6i<"' pn.apIa
~ by NoD""""'aJ.uauJ _ m[mor IsrwIs boJ '" [" <Iiminowi ..... th<
"pm..- Gmomo ... boJ '" ["~ and Uwpo.>ut. So th< TWsJ Rnd1
embrtIud • prin.cipk thtah.hem III'riailirted in 1909, someyum btfurt the NIIZi
PIU't'J nm e:r:i.tu#: "1.[ 1Pt' JPIUIt to praaia nra hygiene JeriqwJy, JJ't' ",ust mIIiu
JWmm tin -saofflUr soeilU JPOJ'i.»

ON ofthe fim til frx:w em the~ ben»een racism and st:JCi.rm in
NoD poIit.y, 1l<><1t <SS4J _ pomaJorlJ an th< TJnnJ Rnd1t__
rUm '" "",tn>I""P'"'iua>m. I,might ["""6"'d _ mtsJring th< issve ofmcrhm-l
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162 ~ VOICEs Of INTERfIU:.,."TION

Md wmpuJ.sary sreri/iuuUm the Wlter ofdistuJIWn Jhifts thefocus tooJar 4W4.Yfrom
the Rnri-Jewish mature of Ntu:i rtaeism lind in "war against the Je:wJ.» To the
«mtrtlry, howeM', Bcd 1YJ1eaJs thllt there is Jignifiumt documentary evUknce
kgisUuion, iWcummn, publit rrtutmmt:1-ta JUpport the idea that "the Ntu:is were
by no 1MRI'lS Jimply interated in raising the number of [superim'] dJjldbeRring
1fIOtMI'l. They were jun RS bent on excluding mIIny [inferWr] womm from bean'ng
and raising cbildrm-andmmfrom be8eth"g them, ...» Whik je:wJ were not tlu
only ones the Ntu.is amsidered unworrhJ of lift, they ti1pped thallia. Tbe JurlJt
method of birth amtrol, mDreflM', is tUllth, and Jewish women were ta'JIlttd
-"'ely. .

Naz.i nuism lind JtxUm, propagRtld by men and Jupported aaipely orpRSsivel." by
GmtUUI women, were major imtnmunts OfJocUU control during the Third Reich.
More thll" that, Bock reJ1taJs, Nazi race hygiene and tbe "FinRl Saluo'on" were
int:Xtr'icllbly bound together.

RMism and Sexism in Nazi Germany:
Motherhood, Compulsory Sterilization, and the State

-I>- "ALIEN RACES" AND THE "OTHER SEX"
'" By presenting somc largely unexplorcd fcatures of women's lives under Na-

tional Socialism in Germany, this essay considers larger questions about che
complex connections between racism and sexism. Ie does not presume to
exhaust che issue, or even touch on all ics aspectS. Instead, it approaches it
through che perspective ofone pare ofwomen's lives affected by scate policy:
reproduction or, as I prefer to call it, the reproductive aspecr of women's
unwaged housework. It em be no more than a contribution for twO reasons.
First, dealing wich racism in Germany during this period involves considering
an unparalleled mass murder of miUions of women and men, an undelUking
beyond the scope of any single essay. Second. this analysis is a first approach,
for neither race nor gender, racism nor sc:xi.sm-and even less cheir
connection-has been a centtal theme in German social historiognphy.l
When historians deal with women in modem Germany, they generally do not
consider racism or racial discrimination 3gainst women,:Z while the literature
dealing with anti-Jewish racism and the Holocaust generally docs not consider
eitha women's specific situation or the 3dded facrer of sc:x.ism.

From kcnalC BlidmduL, Atim Grownan, and Marion Kaplan. ed.s•• Whm Bit>UrD B__
D"'~W~ ;" Wn-r'"N.,Q~.New York: Monthly Review Pre5l, 1984. Copr.
light C 1914 by RcnalC Bridenthal, Atina Grouman, and Marion KapLm, Reprinted by pc:rmit-'
.ion oJ the Mondlly Review Foundation.
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The ateO[ to which che racist tradition was concerned WIth thmc JCtlVItLCS
that then and now arc considered "women's sphere"-that IS. bcJrlllg .mu
rearing children-has also nOt been recognized. Perhaps we mighl ~lfgue cven
fimher that a large part of this racist trowtion remained invisible precisely
because the history ofwomen and of their work in the family was Ilot Jtl issue
for (mostly male) historians and cheoreticians. 3

To make the issue ofmotherhood and compulsory stenliz..ltlon Ihe eenrer of
discussion places the focus not so much on anti-Jewish racism, on which we
have an extended literarure, as on another form of racism: eugeOics. or, as it
was called before and durmg the Nazi regime and sometimes also In Anglo
Saxon literature, race hygiene." It comprises a vast field of more or less
popular, more or less scientific. traditions, which became the core of popula·
tion policies chroughout che Nazi regime,

Beyond the plain yet unexplored t'3Ct that at least halfofthose persecuted on
racial grounds were women, there arc more subtle reasons for women's histo
rians' interest in the "scientific" or eugenic form of racism. The race hygiene
discourse since the end of che nineteenth cenmry deals with women much
more chan do most ocher social or poutiea.l theories, since women have been
hailed as "mochers of the race." or, in stark conrr3St, vilified 3S the olle:. guilty
of "racial degeneration." Then, too, defimtions of race hygIene made at the
time show some conscious links bet\veen chis field and women's hls(ory.
describing it. for instance, as "procreation hygiene" (ForrpftRn::'/ln...qs/~!Jllne).5
In fact, we might consider that most of che scientific and-pseudosclennfic
superstructure of eugenic racism, especially i~ mythology ofheredit3ry ch3r
acter traits, is concerned with the supposedly "natural" or "biological" do
mains in which women arc prominent-body, sexuality. procreation.
education-che heretofore "private" sphere.6

For a third reason. eugenics and racism in gener31 arc slgml1can( to
women's history. After a long hiatus, the rcsult in pan of Naz.um. lIlrerest in
the history of women in Germany has seen a revival durmg the past half
decade or more. Howcver, this interest has focused almost excluslvcJ" on the
historical reconstruction and critique of those norms and tr3ditlotls that
underlined women's "narural" destiny as wives, momers, and homemakers
whose work was not paid. Those with this perspective sec National Socialism
as either a culmination of, or a reactionary retum to, belief III women's
"traditional" rolc:as mothers and housewives; morherhood and huusework
become essential facrors in a backward, premodern, or prccapiralist "role"
assigned to women. 7

Thus most historians $Cern to agree mat under the Nazi regime women
COUnted merely as mothers who should bear and rear as many children as
possible, and that Naz.i antifeminism tended 10 promore, protect. .md even
finance women as childbearcrs, housewives, and mothers. It $Cems necessary
(0 challenge various aspects of chis widely held opinion, but panicuJarly its
neglect of racism.' Printed and archival sources on Nazi policies, passages



lL..... • ..... r s wr Il.lHI;S, other olten-quoted sources hkc the Minister of Agri
culrure Walter Darn~'s breeding concepts, and documents from the lower
echelons of the state and party hierarchy9 show quite dearly thar the Nazis
were by no means simply interested in raising the number of childbearing
women. They were JUSt as bent on excluding many women from bearing and
rearing children-and men from begetting them-with sterilization as their
principal deterrent. It is true that the available literature does not altogether
lose sight of these latter women, However, they arc at best briefly hinted at,
between quotation marks and parentheses, as mere negations of the "Aryan,"
the "racially and hereditarily pure"; the general conclusions on "women in
Nazi society" usually neglect them further. lo

Although the desirability of a new perspective seems clear, the historical
singularity of the Holocaust and the need for more research before models can
be corutrueted qualify the extent to which we may compare the interaction of
racism and sexism under Nazism and under other historical conditions. II Yet
specific comparative approaches seem possible and necessary: first, to compare
the eugenics movements internationally in the first half of this century both
with international population policy today and with the new sociobiological
"biocrats"; 12 and second. in accord with new <1pproaches in the United States,
stimulated largely by women of color, to conceptualize the connection be
tween racism and sexism not as the mere addition of two fomu of
.exploitation-as a double oppression-but as a manifold and complex rela·
tioruhip.13

t VALUE AND WORTHLESSNESS, WOMEN IN THE
RACE HYGIENE TRADmON

In the late nineteenth century, a theory of the possibility, even necessity, of
eugenic, race hygienic, or social hygienic sterilization emerged, which argued
that those considered transmitters ofhereditary fonns of"inferiority" (erb/i&he
MinderwertigWt) should be prevented from having children. Presumably
lacking in social value and usefulness, they and their offspring were seen as not
serving the interest of the folk or the "racial body."14 By me end ofWorld War
I, when German aggrandizement and stability seemed at its lowest, such
sterilization was widely and passionately recommended as a solution to urgent
social problems: shiftlessness, ignorance, and laziness in the workforce; devi·
ant sexual behavior such as prostirution and illegitimate binhs; the increasing
number of ill and insane; poverty; and the rising COSts of social services. IS

Recommendations for sterilization came from elements ofthe right and ofthe
left, from men and women, from those leaning toward theories of heredity
and from mose with a more environmental orientation. 16 Criteria of what
constituted inferiority were elaborated not only by political ideologists, but
also by anthropologists, medical doctors, psychiatrists.

'This type of reasoning, with all its subtle appeal to nai"ve belief in modem
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science, SOCial rationality, and pla.tming, has been called !wntifit masm, which
transcends the more traditional and more overt gut rfUlrm. l7 Based on a
polarity between "progress" and "degeneration," its criteria ofinferioriry had
at their center concepts of "value" and "worthlessness" (Wen and Un wen,
Minderwerrigluit and Hoht:r'WertigJuit) that were related to me social or racial
"body" and its productivity. The use of eugenic steriliz:ition was intended
both to control procre:J.tion and, by defining and proscribing what was unac
ceptable, to impose a specific acceptable char:lC[er on women and men: the
hard-working male breadwinner, his hard-working but unpaid housewife,
and children who were alinancial burden to no one but their parents. This was
the "valuable life": a gender-specific work and productivity, described in
social, medical, and psychiatric terms. Or, in the more flowery language ofgut
racists: "'German-blooded, Nordic-raced beings: right-angled in body and
SOul."18

What were the social motives behind these policies and their wide accep
t3ncd The principal and most haunting spectre for the race was seen not only
in the women's movement and in the lower-class uprisings between the tum of
the century and the 1920s, but in a phenomenon that seemed to encompass
both: the unequal propagation of the "talented" and the "untalented," the
"fit" and the ''unfit,'' the rich and the poor, the deserving and the undeserving
poor, those of social value and the "social problem group."19 The better-off.
the fit, those thinking rationally, the upwardly mobile, those pursuing or
competing for hard and honest work, and women seeking emancipation all
limited. the number of their children. The decline of the birthrate after the
1870s, reaching an international low point in 1932 and perceived as a "birth·
strike" after about 1912, was attributed mainly to women. 20 On the other
hand, the mentally and financially poor and the restless were seen as copulating
and propagating indiscriminately, as in a "witches' sabbath,"21 transmitting to
their offspring, by the mechanism called heredity, their poverty and restless
ness and their search for income from public welfare funds. 22

Whatever the historical reality ofthis differential birthr:l.te may have been,2J
its social interpretation came to be the double-edged essence of wh<1t was
defined as "racial degeneration" or "race suicide." It was charged mat the
problem stemmed from women, possibly associated with the women's move
ment, who preferred to have fewer children than their mothers. and from
women or couples who raised their children against prevailing norms and at
the expense of community and state. 24 The proposed remedy was to reverse
both trends: to impel the "superior" to have more children a.tld the "inferior"
to have fewer or none. The firSt aim was to be achieved through a heightened
public concern as well as financial and social incentives; the latter through
sterilization or, more generally, the eugenic use of JUSt those means by which
certain women or couples had limited their fertility.2s This policy was sexist in
its demand for state control of procreation, and racist in its differential treat
ment of superior and inferior procreation. It can therefore be seen as a dual
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previow KalSmehmrre (caesarean operaoons). Only after tlm:e caesareans did
awoman have the right to an abortion, md then only on the condition that she
also accept the scerilization.39 Transcending older political partnerships, pro
hibition of abortion and compulsory sterilization, compulsory motherhood
and prohibition of motherhood-far from contradicting each other-had
now become twO sides of a coherent policy combining sexism and racism.
Only for descriptive purposes do the following sections deal with them scp
atatc:ly.

FORCED LABOR FOR MOTHERS OR CHILDREN
OF CONFIDENCE?

Nazi population planners liked to register the gndual rise ofthe extremc:ly low
binhrate after 1933 (the birthrate of the years 1934-1939 was, on average, a
third aoove the level of 1933, thw reaching again the levc:l of the mid
twenties) as "a completely voluntary and spontaneow proof of[the] confi
dence of the German people in itS Reich, its Fuhrer, its future, a confession
which could not be more beautiful" than in the form of "childn=n of confi
dence."40 Sometimes (and not only in the past) this increase has been consid
ered a proof of the suspicion that women favored rather than rejected the
regime and that they redirected themselves toward Kinder, Kuehe, Kirche
(children, kitchen, church) aftet their emancipation in the 1920s:U Such an
argument, however, confusing as it does childlessness and liberation, mother
hood and backwardness, does not seem an adequate insttument for the histor
ical analysis ofwomen's lives. What was the rea! effect of the pronatalist aspect
of Nazi population policy on women specific.a1.ly 35 well as on the whole
society1

Nazi and non-Nazi demographers agree on the limited extent of the rise in
the birthnte:f2 More importandy, from the limited evidence we have on
women's motives for conaibuting to itS rise, none seems to be the result of
Nazi policies and goals. Voluntary births clearly increased as economic condi
tioru improved. Wives ofparty officials and SS men, who may have been dose
participators in Nazi goals (but who, as pan of the upper class, had easier
access to voluntary binh concrol), had extremely few children:u From the
outbreak of war in 1939 when, mainly under the command of Fritz Sauckcl.
unemployed (mostly middle-class) women were encouraged or forced to join
the war effon in the munitions industries and employed (mosdy lower-class)
~men were forbidden to quit their jobs, hundreds of thousands of women
wed the only altemative to forced employment open to them: pregnancy.
Popular wit called these women Sauckelfraum and their children SauckeJ
ander, while Nazi leaders accused them of "lack of comprehension of the
nccCS5ity of war.......

However, while women's positive response to pro-natalism s«:ou limited,
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we mu~t J.lso trv to relate the flse of the blfthr:ue to the one um:..:tJ" ..:ocrCI\·e
measure of pro:nataJism: torced labor for mothers through the prol~ibitioll ot
abortion for "valuable," "German-blooded" women. AntiabortIon poJiCll:S J.re
sometimes considered the main reason for the rise in births. In tact. there IS

some evidence, though locallv limited. that mer 1932 the rise in births nearl\'
equalled the decline in abomans."s This argument could be decisive. If it wer~
measurable. Fortunately for those women who resorted to abortion It is nOt;
the rc:l:uionship between known and unknown abortions and that benveen
spontaneous and induced miscarriages is controversial, not only in ucmocrJrl"::
societies, bur even under the tight control and superviSIon of the Nazi regime.

While abortions arc csOnlated at one-half to t million per ~'ear bcnveen
1930 and 1932, a gynecologist in 1939 counted 220.000 miscJ.rriagcs in
hospitals, of which he estimated 120,000 to be abortions. Crimmal police
expertS estimated that the number ofunknown abonions equalled thc numhcr
that came to their attention ..f(I In the 1930s, ver\' much as in the 1920s,
various documents tc:ll of regional "abortion epide~ies" in which .lbortlol1s
were performed by pregnant women themsc:lvcs or by "old shrews."", In 1937
Himmlcr gave various estimates tn secret documents r:lOglllg from -l00.000 to
800.000 abortions per year.-+8

These numbers seem.hlgh. particularly It'measured agamst the nslllg l1lUll'

ber of mils and convictions for aborTion. Taken together, they permit con
clusions that may well questIon women's easy compliance WIth N3Zi
pro-natalism. Nonetheless, those who were denied abortion or who did nOt
want {O nsk prosecution, even if they did not want children or were endan
gered by childbirth, had to accept motherhood as forced labor: the boor of
childbirth in its modem misogynist form and the labor of addinonaJ unpaid
housework."'"

A last consideration helps to answer Out initial question. The qualit:ltivcly
neutral binhrate docs nOt teU w about the proportion ofundesirablc children
to the desirable ones so dear to Nazi popul:nion politicians. Although it makes
little sense to try through numerical coum to match one against the other and
thw as a women's historian to repeat the favorite eugenics game called "differ
ential binhr.lte of the inferior and superior," we should definitely not assume
that aU children were welcome to the state. 50 While on the one hanJ. around
1937, the Nazis became worried about something they called Erbnn!Jft
people's fear ofhaving children because there was so much talk abour unwor
thy gcnesSI-on the other hand there were German (though nor "German
blooded") women who succeeded in conceiving during the time lag bcrween
their sentence ofsteriliZ:l.tion and its aeNal enforcement. 52 Most important,
Nazi pro-naralism excluded from the ranks of honor and allowances every
large family found to be undesirable because it was "hereditarily defective or
racially mixed or asocial. alcoholic, lacking an orderly family life, md one in
which children [arcI a burden. "53



attack againu Jle birth-strike of the desirable people and again$[ the social
maladjusonent of those nOt tntined to ordetliness and ro the work ethic, the
natura! taSk of valuable mothers. Thus special concern was given to women.
"Ifwe want to practice race hygiene seriously, we must make women the target
ofour social work-woman as mother and not as sexual parasite," urged the
main race hygiene review in 1909. In 1929, a widely known book,Srtn'lizRrWn
on SociRJ lind RRu Hygienit. Grounds, suggested that "the numbet ofdegenerate
individuals born depends mainly on the number ofdegenerate women capable
of procreation. Thus the sterilization of degenerate women is, for reasons of
raciaJ hygiene, more important than the sretiliz:nion of men. "26

•

"KAISERSCHNTIT" AND "HITLERSCHNITI":
NAZI BODY POLITICS

Along with discrimination and segregation of Jewish women and men, Nazi
sterilization policies were the main strategy of "gene and race care," as eu·
genies or race hygiene was now called, from 1933 to 1939. Sterilization policy
was one fonn ofcomprehensive Nu.i racism. Jews, those eligible for steriliza
tion, were defined as inferior. Along with the Jews, National Socialism had a
second sO-pegoat held responsible for the degeneration ofthe race: millions of
non-Jewish, inferior women and men, who supposedl~were a "burden" to the
state. Like Jews, they were seen as "ballast" and "parasites" to the "body" of

.,(:l. Vo/k and race, though Jews were seen as thre<lrening this body from the
VI outside, and other inferior beings were seen as threatening it from the inside.

For Jewish as for non-Jewish inferior people, one decree or law followed the
other from 1933 on. Among other things, they served to identify them. Thus,
having a Jewish grandmother defined a Jew or a Jew of"m.ixed blood," and a
schizophrenic episode-one's own or that of one's grandmother-served to
define a sterilization candidate. The identification of human beings as valu
able, worthless, or of inferior value in suppmedly hereditary teems was the
common denominator of all forms of Nazi racism. Binh strategy was one of
these forms.

Nazi pronatalism for desirable births and itS antinatalism for undesirable
ones were tighdy connected. On May 26, 1933, twO pieces ofpenal legislation
preceding the 1926 reforms were reintroduced, prohibiting the avaiJabiUry of
abortion facilities and services. More important was the stricter handling of
the old antiabortion law, rc.sulting in a 65 percent increase in yearly convic
tions between 1932 and 1938, when their number reached almost 7,000.17

From 1935 on, doctors and midwives were obliged to notify the regional
State Health Office ofevery misc:uTiage. Women's names and addresses were
then handed over to the police, who investigated the cases suspected of
aaually being abortions. 28 In 1936 Heinrich Himmler, head of all police
forces and me SS, established the Reich's Central Agency for the Sauggie
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Against Homosexuality and Abortion, and in 1943, after three years at' prep3
ration by the Ministries ofme Interior and ofJustlce. the I::aw entltlcd Protec
tion of Marri::age, Family, and Motherhood called tor the death penalry m
"extreme cases. "19

The corollary measure was race hygiene sterilizatlon. Along wah the new
antiabortion legislation, a law was introduced on May 26, 1933, to legalize
eugenic sterilization and prohibit volumary sterilization.JO Beyond thiS. the
Cabinct, headed by Hitler, passed a lawon July 14, 1933, against prop::agatlOI\
of "lives unworthy of life" (lebensunwmtJ Leben), called the LJW lor the
Prevention of Hereditarily Diseased Offspring. It ordercd srcnJiz:uion tor
certain categories of people, its notorious Paragraph 12 allowing dle usc of
force against those who did not submit freely.JI Earlier, on June 28, the
Minister of the Interior Wilhelm Frick had announced: 'We musr have the
courage ag<lin to gr<lde our people according to its genetic values. "n

Before we rum to the outcome of such value-gr<lding, it is important to

understand some l::lws that aggravated this policy, enabled its realization, ::Ind
linked it closely both to antiabortion policy and to furure r::lce hygienIC
extennin::ation. Beginning in January 1934, on the initiative of thc "Reich's
Medic;ll Doctors' Leader~Gerhard Wagner, abortion of"defective" prcgnan
cics on the grounds of race hygiene was secretly practiced with Hitler's
approval; it was introduced by law on June 26, 1935.JJ It was legal only With
the consent of the woman, but after being declared of inferior value, she was •
sterilized, tOO, even against her will, and aftcr 1938 she could not e\'en decide
to revoke her initial consent.

In 1933, the government passed a law against "h<lbirual delinquents" that
provided for castration (i.e., took steriliz:ltion one step further to the uestnJc
tion of the gonads) in specified cases.J-t While this I<lW concerned men only
(2,006 up to 1940), castration of women by destruction of the gonads
(beyond ruballig<ltion: ovarectomy) was introduced in 1936, whcn steriliza
tion by X-rays was included in the steriliz<ltion law. JS Later, officials favored
this procedure as an easy method for mass nerilizatioll of camp mmatC$
without their knowledge. Jit

The law that provided for the enactment of all these poHcies was passed in
July 1934. It created a centralized system ofSrate Health Offices with Depart
ments for Gene md R3ce Care. Numbering 1.100 and staffed by 1943 with
12,000 State Mcdical Officials, they became, from 1934 on, the m:un agents
ofneriJization proposals and m::arriage approvals. 37 They also were the pillars
of another huge enterprise: a centralized index of the hereditary value of all
inh::abitants ofGennan~ (Erbkarw) to become the basis for all state dcciSlons
on the professional::lnd family life ofies subjecrs. J8

Popular vernacular expressed the siruation pungently. Eugcnic stenliz:ltion
was called Hir/mum;" (Hitler's CUt), thereby linking it to an antiabortion
policy that refused abortions even to women who had gone through twO



were morally so inferior, tha[ they weleomed neriliution.... Other women saw
neriliz.ation as a relief, because they were in such financial smits. In these cases,
moral indifference and economic need arc so great thu mey dominate their

....
"

The sterilization law, meant to prevent "lives unwonhy of life," c:unc intO
force on January 1, 1934. It listed ninc diagn05tic cawes whcrc=by a person
could be sc:nrc:nccd by a specific generic health court to sterilization; five
categories wc=rc related to psychiatric "invaLidity," three to physica.l "in·
validity," the la.sr co alcoholism. Authorities gave differing estimates of how
many should be stcriJiz.c:d, somewhere between 5 and 30 pcrccnt of the •
population; the minisrc:rofthc: intcrior recommended 20 percent in his speech
of June 1933.S4 During the nearly five and one-half years preceding the
outbreak ofWorld War n. about 320,000 persons (nearly 0.5 percent afme
population) were sterilized under the terms of this law. This figure included
some 5,000 eugenic abortions with subsequent stcriliutions (under compara
ble Jaws in dUrty states of the United States, 11,000 persons were sterilized
between 1907 and 1930, and 53,000 more: by 19(4). While men alone
determined sterilization cases in COUrt, the victims were divided evenly be.
tween women and men. Three-qparrers were sterilized under the law's first
rwocategories: 53 percent (with a somC!Wnat nigher share: among women) for
"feebkmindedness," 20 percent (with a somewhat higher share among men)
for "schizophrcnia."55 Between 193.4 and 1937, about 80 men and 400
women died in the course of the oper.ltion.

One of the reasons why men also became subject ro eugenic sterilization, in
contrast to the period preceding the legislation wnen it had been practiced
only in binh clinics frequented by poor women, was the new and efficient
bureaucracy established for this purpose. Between 1933 and 1936, about 250
special sterilization coum were established as partS of the judiciary, and race
hygiene experts along with judges decided on the desirability ofsterilizations.
Directors of institutions such as hospitals, schools, prisons, workhouses, and
concentration camps, as well as welfare authorities, were responsible for
selecting candidates for sterilization from among their charges. But the bulk of
applications to the courts carne from the newly established State Medical
Officers, who gOt their infonnation from the above·mentioned institutions,
from mayors and private doctors, and, more rarely, from employers and
neighbors of the candidates, as well as through the medica.! and eugenic
examination of all recipients of state funds. Hardly anybody applied to be
sterilized him- or herself.

The reactions of the victims were bitter and complex, as can be seen from
their letters to the courts and from contemporary investig:J:tions. A medica!
student, checking up on sterilized women in 1936, observed thar some ofthem

Why docs on~ srudy~ Why:lI1d for whom docs one saYe: moneyl Whl' should one
nO[ bum even one's own howe~ lfyou won the lonel")', what would \·ou Jo wlm
the money~ How do you plan your furure! \Vhat is me meaning offideliry. pie£)',
honor, modesry? What is the opposite ofbravery?57
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moughu and arurudcs [Oward chtldn:n and roward me nenliuDon law.... On
kaving, I often heard behind me scomful md moc.king laughter ~t the Idea mat
cl1ildlessness was a sacrifice. M:lI1Y said bitterly "mu cl1ildren only (OSt money;
only me rich can afford them." ... Omen viewed me loss of motherhood 15 ~ 100
of purpose in life and, moreover, as a devaluuion ofmelr humanlry, J source of
shame :lI1d disgrace.... For mem, me only solace could be me eon\'lcuon mat
meir sacrifice had not been in vain. but had been made ro me German people:.50

A ghastly crowd of people who did not live up ro the social expectations
voiced by these questions populated th~ voluminous official commentary fO
th~ srerilization law. They included currendy ill and recov~redschizophrenics,
backward studentS, so-called promiscuous women, "a.socia.I.s," :md prostitutes.

Resistance came early and took various forms. Examination questions and
answers were passed on, rendering the Slandardized intelligence testS useless.
Poorly educated Nazi supporters were haulc:d into sterilization couns. Some
victims, mostly men, hired lawyers and sometimes succeeded in prOtrolcting
their cases for years. The combined resistance led to renewed debate over tne
criteria of interiority in 1936-1937 and to modification of[he intelligence test
and its use. The individual's proofofsocial wonh (Ltbensbewiilml"!J) was now
officially established as the decisive criterion, thus bringing intO thc open the
contents of the medical rhetoric of eugenic psychiatry. A 1936 government
decree to the steriliz,,1rioll CourtS described such "proof":

If a person has a profe.uion demanding achievemen[ based on inJepcnden[
judgment. we can mUffle mere is no feeble-mindedncss. However, If:l person
performs only neady and repetitive mechanical work, shows no ineJin:ltion to

change or to become more effieico[, and also seems uninteUigent, we ",ill be close
[0 a diagnasis of "feebJc-mindedncss." ... We a!mQS[ certainly find il III people
unable [0 cam a steady liyelihood or omerwisc unable to :ldap[ soci:llly. Such
feeble-minded persons: arc mor~lIy underdeveloped and unable cOlTectly 10 un
denrand the order of humm socie[}'. 5~

Th~ actual criteria for Sleriliz:nion can be d~duced from [he meticulous
records k~pt by the COUrts. Th~se crir~ria include mentally :lnd physically
defective lcin-a broad spectrum of deficiencies ra.nged from quarrelsome
aunts, alcoholic grandparents, and spendthrifts to sexual deviancy. particularly
alleged promiscuity of women and the resulting illegitimat~ births. Intel
ligence tCSts examined for the ability to read, write, and do arithmetic. as well
as for a knowledge ofgeography, history, and the names ofNUl leaders. The
cat~gory "general ethical conceptS" asked:•

VOICES OF INT£RJ'tl..ETATION
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time in this enterprise, were transported with their emire st::atl' to occupied
Poland, where thev were inStalled for the "final solution. to/)1 The terror rh:u
h::ad met resistance ~ithin Germany w::as exported beyond irs frontlers to work.
more smoothly.

These links between race hygiene inside wd outside the death·and-work.
wd death· by-work camps suggest' that only the merger ofgut racism with the
more scientific, bure::aucr:nic, and planned ::approach of eugenic racism was
able to bring to reality ::a bureaucratic. scientific, and faultlessly ctnclcnt geno
cide on the scale of the Holocaust.

Connections bcrween these twO expressions of racism are e\'ldem not onlv
in their methods but also in their victims: along with the "deviant" group~
a.Iready mentioned, ethnic minorities such as Gypsies and the few Germans of
blade color were targets for sterilization. In 1935, people of the Polish minor
ity of Upper 5ilesia protested ::against Sterilization of members of their group.
Gennan Jews, defined our of the Gennan Volk from 1933 on, werc not defined
OUt of it through "negative race hygiene," that is. sterilization. While steriliza
tions of Jewish women ::and men were common in areas with a substantial
proportion of Jews, and especially of poor, onen castern Jews. such as in
BerUn, and while in 1938 abortions were "pennitted" to Jewish women. by
1942 it WllS declared that "no more applications lor sterilization of Jews need
to be made."63 The reason was that at this time Jews were bt=ill~ k.ilkd in
concentration camps. The division between those who were ,1IlJ were not
eligible for race hygienic Sterilization according to the 1933 law cOllll.:lded to J

large degree with a ptlor division within the lower classes: between the
subproletarian Strllta including part of the ethnic minomies on the one side
and, on the other, the proper and orderly Gennan workers hailed by many
Nazis llS the hard and hard·working core of racial superiority. PrCd0ll1lllantly
unskilled. the fonner were nat integrated intO the stable nann ofw:lged. work
for men and unwaged housework for women; the official labor movement,
which had largely excluded them, had during the 1920s taken a position
toward the unskiUed and toward ethnic minorities verv much like mat of the
American Federation of Labor. .

However, we should not disregard the number. though limited. ofmiddle
and upper-class victims ofracist psychiatry and steriliZ.:1tion.M To some extent,
race hygiene crosses class lines, as do, to a larger degree, sexist and gut racism
(most visibly in the case ofanti-Semitism). To the extent that it docs, it can be
secn as a policy directed against those who deviate not juSt from general social
nonns but from the norms and expectations of their specific class. Its purpose
is to "select" against those who do not fit into the class or the class-specific $CX

role to which they supposedly belong. In this way, race hygiene contributes to
a confinnation of the class structUre not JUSt at its lower level, but ::at all its
levels. Thus race hygiene carries over the attitudes and implementation of
racism from the social confiiCts bcrween ethnici(ies into social conflicts within
an ethnicity. From the perspective of its victims, the tenns erJmit rat:i.rm and
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An attempt to identify the aeNa! victims of race hygienic steriliution may
help to illuminate: not only their Jives and social situations, but also the forms
and functions of reproductive racism and some links with racism's better
known historical "solutions," The majoriry of those sceri!iu:d under the law
were not (:as in the United Statts) :asylum inmates, or ethnic minorities, but
noninscitutionaliz.cd persons of German cthnicity. The:: poorc=r strata of the
popuJ:uion had the highest share (unskilled workers, particularly agricultural
laborers), and three categories of women were far ovem=p~nted: -Krvants.
unskilled faaory or (ann workers, and jobless housewives, espcciaUy those
married to unskilled workers. Many prostitutes and unmarried mothers were
among them. 59 "Deviancy from the norm," from "the average," was the
crucial criterion in the: courts. The: norm itself was elaborated c:ven more:
dearly 15 demoNcnblc through adherence: to the: work ethic, self-sacrifice,
parsimony, and through the resulting upward mobility: the "Gennan work
character." For women, chis ideal was represented by che worker who per·
fanned ungrudging hou$Cwork and efficient labor in outside employment;
her antichesis was the slur, the prostirure.

The ocher sterilization victims berween 1934 and 1939 were inmates or ex·
irum.tes (sc:lrched out in the old files) of institution~, mainly of psychiatric
clinics and of psychiatric departments of regular hospitals. More precisely,

, they were aU those discharged from the clinics as recovered, but whose
recovery did nat, according to raCe hygienic thought, irwolve their "genes,"
which they might pass on to posterity. It is well known that most inmates of
psychiatric instirutions came from a background ofpoverry. Patients in speci
fied, sexually segregared "closed institutions" were not sterilized if they srayed
there at their own expense.60 A considerable number of people used this
loophole and entered such an institution if they could afford one. However
this option was closed by the "euthanasia" project ''T 4," in which trom 1939
to 1941 up to 100,000 inmates of these institutions were killed ouaight as
"usclw caters"; after August 1941 many more were killed through plain
starvation. In another way, race hygienic sterilization was a direct prelude to
mass murder: the prohibition against bearing "unwonhy" children was ex
panded into the mass murder of about 5,000 such child.rc:n, sixteen years and
under, between 1939 and 1944. [n order to get control over these children,
the government would often force their mothers intO the war industry so that
home child care was impossible.61 For both sorts ofmass murder, a secret and
daboratc machinery was set up, resembling in its procedures the publicly
acknowledged sterilization bureaucracy.

The transition to still another fonn ofmass murder is clearly visible. T 4 was
meant to be kept secret, but the news spread rapidly, arousing fear and the
suspicion that sreriliution of the "useless" was JUSt a first step. Public opinion
and pressure-which was, in 1941, largely led by women, childrcn, and old
people-in fact forced Hitler and his 55 doctors to Stop T 4 and the planned
murder of three million "invalids." But the gas chambers, used for the first



"VALUE" OF RACE AND OF SEX:
NAZI MONEY POLITICS

sotW~5 might denote the connection as well as the difference between
both expressions of racism.

Moreover, scientific (and gut) racism had a decisive function in the: spread
and continnation of two sexual double: nandards: assigruncm of rypic:tlly
modem, sexually diffc:rcntiatc:d roles and labors to women and mcn,66 and
assignment of different roles and labors to superior and inferior women.
According [0 theoreticians of race and race: hygiene, the difference and p0
larity between the sexes (reason/emotion, activity/passivity, paid workl
housework) is fully developed only in the superior, and Nordic., C2Ces; among
inferior races, induding those of low hcrcdit:lry value, the sexes arc less
differentiated-and thus heavy and ChC3p boor is good for boch.67 These
assignments might both appropriately be c~cd oupcets ofJexiff rncism.

Financial population policy was another fonn of racism and se."rism practiced
by the Nazi regime. Historians have usually examined it :lS an instrument of
population incre:lSe, by which, it has been argued, women wen= bribed back
into the home, became gratefuJ adherents of the regime, and wen= bought off
in order to reconcile them to Nazi antifeminism.68 However, while demo
graphic evidence (referring to the number ofbinhS in families receiving scate
support) remains inconclusive at best, it suggests that the rise in births was nOt
due to such incentives. The economic aspect ofNaz.i population policy is more
significant to questions of racism and sexism. It can be shown by comparing
the intentions and effectS ofseate invesunents in births, their racist and sexist
distribution, and some of the social struggles around them. .

All family subventions were given to husbands, and only under strong
eugenic restrictions to unwed mothers. Mothers themselves received only the
nonmonetary Mother Cross, introduced in 1939. Equally important, bach
financial and honorary entitlements were tied to race hygienic qualifications.
This was most visible in the: case of marriage: loans and child allowances.69

The June 1, 1933, Law to Reduce Unemployment, in its section "'Promo
tion ofMarriages," provided for marriage loans up to one thousand marks for
those: men whose wives gave up their jobs (there were similar loans in France,
Italy, Spain, and Sweden); in fact, only half of this sum was paid. Three
weeks after the law was passed, a new provision forgave one-fourth of the
debt with each childbirth, popularly seen u "paying off in children" (Rb/tin
dern). It was argued that the marriage loans would reduce female pressure on
the labor market and give jobs to male heads of howeholds. It did nOt have
this resuJt, since men rarely rook up "women's work," and the condition
of female nonemployment Wali soon abrogated, when the employment of
both sexes increased. The real aim of the marriage loan was to allow men to
marry at an earlier age by helping them to establish a howehold, and to
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"BIRTH-WAR" IN THE WORLD WAR

With the declaration of war in 1939, another stage of the "birth-war"76 was
inaugurated, exacerbating previous trends. Only a few of its feaNres can be
presented here:. A decree of August 31, 1939, ruled that the sterilization law
was to be applied only in those cases "where :l particularly great danger of
propagation is imminent."77 While this change in policy may give some
insight intO the earlier handling of this "'danger," its principal rationale lay in
the war. Stcriliz:uion candidates could not be counted on to be compliant war
workers, and the old race hygiene personnel were needed for other pur
poses.78 In fact, the number of sterilization trials was drastically reduced.

increase the number of births. Howc.'Ver, the loan recipients practh.:ed l3.mily
planning despite reduced access to birth control: between 1933 and 1943,
two million husbands "paid otf" their loans with an average Of jusr 1.1
children each. 7o

The distribution of financial family subventions was not only seXI~t. since it
privileged men. but also racist. since people with "'defects" considered heredi
tary were excluded: people eligible for sterilization (even if the stenJization
tribunal had absolved them) included Jews, Gypsics. and other "allen nccs"
as well as asocials whose "aggregate hereditary value" was considered to be

• below aven.ge. The latter category included "those with police records, shir
kers, those with behavior problems, uneconomical persons or those on wel
fare, and those unable to conduct an orderly household or to false their
children to be useful citizens."71 Ultimately, about two·thirds of Jll couples
marrying did not apply for the loan in the first place, latgely becau:ie of the
eugenic rcstrictlons, 3.nd it was denied to about 3 percent or the appllcl.llts,72
Thus, while moS[ 10:lns went to working-class heads of households. they
fJ..iled to reach many couples who really needed help. The m:lin purpose of
the loans was met; discrimination between the hereditarily pure .md those
with no or low nce or hereditary value.

Child 3.lIowances, introduced in 1936, were similarly used. They ,onsisted
of a one· time benefit of 65 marks for each child :md 10 marks monthly
theteafter for children after the fifth, and later after the third. child: unlikc in
contemporary Sweden, they were given not to mothers, but to father~ l\olore·
over, race hygienistS distinguished between "full farrulies rich in dllidren"
and "asocial large families," between those with desir:lble and tho~..: with
undesirable children. 111e latter were denied J11ow:mces. alon~ WIth tht)~e of
alien races and of unwed mothers with more than one child. ~:ipc:l.:I.IIl\' If the
father was nOt known. 73 In 1940, when these restrictions were :ill.lrpc:ned.
crowds of women :md chllJren harassed city officials Jem:I.IlJing what they
thought was rightfully theirs. 74 What had been hailed by hopeful race hygic
nists as the "quiet struggle of mothers for Germandom"75 became lIlste:ld a
vocal resistance of mothers against discrimination against inferior women.

I
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Simultaneously, however, sterilization policy was extended and r.l.d..icaliz.ed
in three: dimensions beyond the 1933 law. First, mass sterilizations were:
executed in concc:nmoon camps, mostly on Jewish women and Gypsy women
md mc:n. Gypsy women and mcn were sterilized outside the camps also,
somc=cimes with a "choice" between camp and sterilization. Future: mas.s scccil·
w.tions wc:re planned for those: Jews who, defined as of mixed blood (Mis
~hljnge). were: not tr:ulsportcd to the camps. Su:riliz:nions ofJcwish and Gypsy
pe=oplc in and outside the: camps were: done: both for the sake of medical
experiments and for population control, rna[ is, in order [0 prevent inferior
offspring.7'9 Second, many women from the: conquered and occupied territo
ries in the cast-about 2 million women had been depom:d as forced labor
into Germany-were subjected to compulsory abortion and sterilization for
the sake, apn. of population conttol and in order to maintain an efficient
workforce unhampered by the c:are of children. Link 25 yet is known :about
their lives. It is clear, however, th:at abortion W25 "allowed>! [0 mem, and th:ar
from 1942 on, an eastern worklng-wom:an's pregn:ancy was reported-via
man:agement and region:aJ labor offices-to a speci:aJ region:aJ SS officer who
tcsted her r:acially md decided about the outcome of het pregn:ancy. so

Less is known about the third dimension of the new policy, the birth-war
against me asoci:aJs. Asoci:aJiry had been :an important criterion in the steri.liza
tion courtS; m:any persons had been sterilized :and asocials, including pros
titutes, had been proportionately high among those deported to
concenmtion camps during the second great wave of imprisonment from
1936 to 1941.81 However, this criterion still had smackd too much of the
"soci:aJ>! instC3d of the "biologica.l,>!and it had not :aJways been easy co classify
such persons under one of me four psychiatric cacegorics of the 1933 law.82

Meanwhile, race hygiene theory had established the hereditary chara«er ofme
disease "asocialicy" with such efficiency that it had become a centra.l category
of racism. After 1940, when m:any asocials were released from the camps to
answ(:r an urgent shortage of labor, a new law was being elaborated thac
provided for their steri.lization. In terms of contemporary psychology, the
definition ofasoci:aJ was extended from the psychotic co me psychopathic and
the neurotic, while the bill called them simply "parasitcs,>! "&i..lures,» "itiner_
ant," "good-far-nothing." The legislation was to be enforced right after the
war, and many high and low government and party agencies continued CO
di5CU55 it throughout the war. sa

Among women, the good housewife and industrious mother could be sure
co evade steriliz.:ltion. Unwed and poor mothers wim "too many" children,
women on welfare, and prostitutes could not be so sure. Ever more obviously,
the birth-war applied typically racist measures that violated me bodily integ
ri[}' of those cowidered socially devianc and linked ever more closely the
various forms and victims of racism. In an official, though secret, decree of
September 1940, the "Reich's Health Leader" Leonardo Conti granced the
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Srace Health Officcs pennission to perform eugenic sreriliZ3tion and abortion
on prostituces, on women of inferior char3cter, and on those of alien r3ce. S04

The sterilization 13w planned for the future was amicip,ned in pr.u:ncc.

One should not assume. as is often done, that Nazi sexism concerned only
superior women and Nazi racism concerned only inferior women. Both Nazi
racism and sexism concerned all women, the inferior as well as the superior. The
"birth achievement" demanded of acceptable women was calculated carefullv
according to the numbers of those who were not to give birth. lls And th~
Strongest pressure on such acceptable women to procre3te, to cre,HC an ordedv
household for husband and children, :and to accept dependency on thc brc3d.
winner perhaps came not so much from the continuous positive propagand3
about l4y:aJuabl(: mocherh<XXi," but precisely from its opposite: the negacive
propaganda and policy chat barred unw(:!come, poor, and deviant women from
procre3tion and marriage and labeled dther disorderly womcn or single
women with coo many children inferior. Thus. racism could be used. and was
used, to impose sexism in the fonn of incrpsed unw3geCi houscwork on
superior women.

On the other hand, women who became or were to become lJrgets or'
negative race hygiene [ended also co be those who did not accept. could not
accept, or were not supposed co accept the Nazi view of female housework.
whose main fe:aNres cm be tr.lced back co the lace eighteench cenrury.
Sexism, which imposed economic dependency on supenor mamed women.
could be used, and was used, to implemem r3cism by excludll1g manv
women from the relative benefits granted to desirable mochers and children
and forcing them to accept the lowest jobs in the 13bor-market hH.:r:1rchy in
order co survive. In fact, modem sexism has established. below the Ideologi
cal surface of theories on "women's narure" md the "cult of [ruc wom::l.Il·
hood," twO different though connected norms tor women. The dcmand was
made of some women [0 administer orderly households :and produce well
edueated children, the whole enterprise supported by their husbands'
money; others, overburdened and without support. were obliged (0 adopt
menial jobs chat paid litcle or noching, while their children, like themselves.
were trcated as bUiast. Racist-sexist discourses of vanous kinds h,1\'e por
cr.ayed socially, sexua.lly, or ethnically alien women as non-women. .lOd chus
as threacening to the norms for all other women: thus 3 r3cisc view of Jewish
or Gypsy women as prostitutCS, the eugenic sexologists' view of lesbians
;u pseudo-men, the race hygienic view of prostiruces as asocial and infectious
to the "raci:aJ body,"86 the fant2.Sy of Polish or feeble-minded women "breed
ing like animals." BU[ ofcourse, much more is involved here than (prcdomi
nandy m:aJe) images and symbols," influenti:aJ though they m3Y be in
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determining women's very real treatment and self-image. Women's history
needs to concentrate on me lives of those "non"·women without marginaliz
ing them as (male) history has done.

Precisely because of the complex links between saism and racism and,
therefore, because of the relevance of reproductive racism to all women, we
should be careful not (0 term simply "sexism" the demand placed on ethnically
or socially superior women to have children they may nOt want, and not to
term simply "racism" the ban against ethnically or socially inferior women
having children, even though they may want them. More strictly speaking, we
might call the imposition on the first group ofwomen rtUiJt uxism, since their
procreation is urged not JUSt because they arc women, but because they arc
women of11 specifi' ethnicity (Jr social positwn dedared lUperibr. Accordingly, we
might call the imposition on the second group of women sexiJt racism, since
their procreation is prohibited not just on grounds oftheir genes and race, but
on grounds of their real or supposed deviation, as women, from SOM (Jr ethnit
standdrds for superior women. Establishing in such terms the dual connection
between racism and sexism does not (as may be evident from the COntext) give
different weights to the: experiences of racism and sexism, or suggest that
racism is primary in one: case: and se:xism primary in the: othe:r. Pre:cise:ly the:
opposite is true: whe:re se:xism and racism aiSt, particularly with Nazi fe:a
rures, aU women are: equally involve:d in both, but with different expcrie:nces.
The:y arc subjecre:d to one: coherent and doublc-edged policy ofStxist racism or
rtu:ist sexism (a nuance only ofpcrspeetive), but they are segregated as they live
through the dual sides of this policy, a division that also works to segregate
their forms of resistance to sexism as well as to racism.

Atte:mpting to look: at the situation of all wome:n from the: pcrspe:ctive of
"non"-wome:n may hclp to analyze and break down the: boundaries of such
segregation. As far as the struggle for our reproductive: rights-for our sexu
aliC}', our children, and the money we want and need-is conce:med, the Nazi
experience may teach us that a successful struggle must aim at achieving both
the rights and the: e:conomic me:ans to allow wome:n to choose between having
or not having children without becoming economically de:pcnde:nt on othe:r
people or on unwanted second and third jobs. Cutbacks in welfare for singlc
mothers, sterilization abuse, and the attaeks on free abortion are JUSt diffe:rent
sides of all attack: that se:rves to divide women. Present population and family
policy in the United States and the Third World make the German experience
unde:r National Socialism particularly relevant. In Germany, new attacks on
frce abortion, the establishment of a university department of "population
science," sterilization experiments on women and sterilization of welfare
mothers without their knowledge, pressure on Gypsy women (especially those
on wclfare) not to have children, xenophobic outcries against immigrants
"breeding like animals" and sometimes asking for their castration or steriliu
tion, all-too-easy abortions and sterilization on Turkish women, the reduction
of State money connected to human reproduction, both private: and public,

v.
~

have all occurred during the last twO years. S8 It is an open question what will
follow from these-still seemingly unconnected-events in the course of the
pre:scnt economic crisis.
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