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j Contentious Labor Bill 
[Given Second Reading
I Employers and labor organizations 
I who for weeks have waited impa- 
| tiently to know what changes, if 
I any, the Government proposed to 
Ü make in Bill No. 39, first draft of 
] which reached the floor of the 
! House March 10, yesterday heard 
I from Labor Minister G. S. Pearson 
I that:
I 1. Provision was made for a direct 
I strike vote under Government su- 
i pervision
| 2. Penalties on employers for caus- i
f ing Illegal lockouts and on unions 
ï and union officials for illegal strikes!
I will be cut in half.
I 3. Original $10 a day fine on indi- 
| vldual union members for illegal;
I striking will be eliminated, 
p 4. A Labor Relations Board will be 

p appointed ready to take over ad- 
P ministration of the act before 

comes into force. (The Industrial]
É Conciliation and Arbitration Act is 
P, a proclamation measure).
!:- DESK-THUMPING 

GREETS PEARSON

! «odi 

;I the i

““I

fall

I Last week there had been some 
, doubt 06 to whether Mr. Pearson 

PH would move second reading of the 
kfvi bill because of his opposition to 
H Government supervision of strike 
H votes. Yesterday afternoon pro­
ps longed desk-thumping greeted him 

gb when he rose to advance the meas- 
^ urc through the second stage.

He told the House he did not think 
|§ employers and employees had yet 

I settled down in a proper spirit of 
I collective bargaining — that there 
I was too much jockeying for posi- 
| tion. “They should realize that there 
[jVis a mutuality of interest between 
I the two," he said.

“There have been some splendid 
il examples of collective bargaining in 
J this province, but in the main con- 
ij fidence between the two parties has 
\ not been built up. When it is, we 
I will see some real results."
I The minister said the act now be 
1 fore the House had been drafted 
I after a great deal of consideration.

It did not differ materially from 
| P.C. 1003, and his department had 
| tried to follow the Dominion depart- 
! ment’s Draft Act, but had been at

I
 a disadvantage because it had been 
hoped tnat the Dominion Govern­
ment would get its bill through 
Commons before the provincial act 
was presented to the Legislature, 
MAIN OBJECT 
CONCILIATION

One of the most difficult of labor 
problems was that of unfair labor 
practices, the minister continued. It 
was not always satisfactory to take 
the parties into court, particularly 
where authority partly lay with Ot­
tawa. The referee provision in the 
new act would give one person 
power to go in and investigate com­
plaints to determine whether there 
was sufficient ground to take them 
into court, but mainly to see If the 
parties could be brought together.

After a brief review of other 
visions in the act, Mr. Pearson i 
to its most contentious clause, 
providing for Government super­
vision of votes.

“I must confess that here I am In 
disagreement with my colleagues,1 
he said. "I don’t want to be

The whole question 
t » great deal of

“The majority of our unions, par­
ticularly the old-time ones, by their 
constitution must take secret bal­
lots. Under the old order both par­
ties must take secret ballots on ac­
ceptance of an award. My feeling 
is that that should be extended 
under the present bill.

'We can depend on the honor of 
the unions to take secret ballots.”

, STORIES ON VOTING 
ALARM MINISTER 

At the same time the minister 
| confessed to a great deal of alarm 

*1 at stories, true or false, regarding 
methods used by some unions In 
taking ballots.

“Some of those stories seem al­
most ridiculous," he said. “Whether 
they arc true or not I cannot say, 
as I have never seen a ballot taken. 
What I believe doesn't matter, but 
what I am concerned with is the 
feeling by the public that there is a 
recklessness In the taking of ballots, 
and that unsound methods should 

I be stopped.
T tried for another reason to dis- 

| suade my colleagues. From the 
standpoint of administration it is 
cumbersome and almost impossible 
of administration. Had I been re­
quired to take one in the I.W.A. 
strike It would have taken weeks, 
and I wouldn't have got a satisfac­
tory ballot.

“That is the reason why I am not 
in sympathy with the supervision 
clause. I may be placing myself in 
» rather foolish position bringing 
in a bill with clauses with which I 
am not in favor.

“The papers are trying to tell me 
what I should do, and some members 
of the House would, too. I have 
been Minister of Labor for 14 years 
. . . and I am conceited enough to 
believe I have done sorpe good for 

| labor in those 14 years.
“I’m human, and after the ex­

il perience I’ve had I don't like to be 
told by people with only a little 

jj experience what I should do.
“I refuse to believe that because 

I disagree with this provision I 
should sever my connection with 
the Government and labor. I feel I 
•till have service to give . . . People 
will say ‘Why doesn’t he get 
out?* ...”
HART SAYS PEARSON 
COULD NOT RESIGN 

Premier Hart: “You couldn’t. We 
wouldn’t let you."

Mr. Pearson said his position was 
awkward, but he realized that people 
were upset about, the method of 
{taking ballots.

Referring to other amendments 
_ hill, he said provision would 

b6 made that during a period of bar­
gaining or revision of an agreement 
rates of pay or conditions of em­
ployment should not be varied,

| Referring to the penalty clauses, 
he said no act was worth anythin»] 
unless penalties were provided. 
Labor organizations, however, felt 
that those originally contained In 
the bill were too great, and they 
would now be cut In half. Penalty 
on Individual union members would 
be removed altogether, though 

still be general pern * 
of the act.

stronger terms than the first draft,
“he has a great deal more to know 

i of organized labor than I have.
He declared that 99 per cent of 

the members of the House did not 
know what they were talking about 

! when they spoke of loose methods of 
taking votes. Trade unions were 

| run just as honestly as any other 
| organization in the province.
I “No legislation Is going to take Q 
| away their right to strike when they 
! feel they have Just cause," Mr. Gar- 
grave asserted.
SAYS STEP FOUGHT 
ALL OVER WORLD 

The penalty section, he declared, 
was one of the bill's most vicious 
sections, making British Columbia 
the first province in Canada to im­
pose penalties on trade unions and 
officials, a step organized labor had
fought all over the world for 50 H In Saanich, the new legislation 
yeats. jSsfi will mean that members of the

Finally, he warned : municipal council will be elected to J
“If Bill No. 39 is enacted, labor represent the entire municipality ,

leaders face a choice of seeing the rather than one ward as at present, 
demands of their members frus- ||j|j It will also mean a change In Esqui-
tratod, or of defying the law and Ép| malt, Oak Bay and Saanich, where :

Ward System 
To Go in B.C.

Hie ward system of election In 
municipalities of British Columbia 
will be done away with under an 
amendment to the Municipal Act 
to be introduced in the Legislature 

g§ this session, probably today.
Meanwhile, amendments to the 

Municipal Elections Act brought in 
y by Municipal Affairs Minister R. C.

MacDonald yesterday provide for 
Ë machinery to be set up under the 
gj new system.

5 Reeves and councillors of raunlci- 
palities will be elected for two-year ; 

■ terms under the bill to amend the ! 
I» latter act.

suffering penalties."
Thomas Uphill (Labor, Fernie) I 

said it was an “iniquitous" bill that | 
could not be enforced. United Mine 1 
Workers would never give up their j 
right to strike. The Government I 
should have done something to pro- j 
mote industrial peace instead of In­
dustrial warfare.

A. J. McDonell (Cln., Vancouver ] 
Centre) said the supervision clause | 
reflected public opinion following the j 
loggers' strike. The Will was not j 
wholly to regulate labor and man- j 
agement; there were others in the I 

| province whose right to work must | 
be recognized.
BILL IS DISGRACE 
WINCH CONTENDS

Opposition Leader Harold Winch | 
charged that the number of Coali-1 
tion caucus meetings on the bill led § 
to only one conclusion—that Tory I 
members of the Cabinet had over-g 
ruled the Liberal members and! 
taken control of the Government. | 
He said the bill was a disgrace.

A. J. Turner (C.C.F., Vancouver | 
East) and E. E. Winch (C.C.F., 
Burnaby) %dded their protests be- I 
fore, on a division, the bill passed 
second reading, 36 to 11, Mr. Uphill | 
voting with the C.C.F.

Passage of the contentious labor J 
bill was regretted by officers of the | 
British Columbia Federation of La­
bor following its second reading.

Harold Pritchett and Daniel j 
O’Brien, on behalf of that organi­
zation, issued the following state­
ment:

Officers of the British Columbia I 
Federation of Labor regret the ac- I 
tion of the Hart Government In the f 
passage of Bill 38, even in its amend­
ed form. The act, when proclaimed, 1 
will not make for industrial peace § 
but will, in Its practical application I 
provoke industrial war and will unite I 
organized labor and the people In 5 
opposition, and may well bring the I 
^wnfall of the Government"

Premier Hart 
Congratulated

I Yesterday was the Nth birthday 
Premier John Hart, and when 
House met for the afternoon 

Opposition Leader Harold 
led congratulations to the 

iment’s leader.
■r, the Premier, ex-Premier T. 

ittullo and Thomas yphlll, lone 
( of the House and lit

reeves are now elected for 
year term.

No change will result in Victoria, 
j-i where voters decided by a plebiscite 
3 last December that the mayor 

should hold office for two-year

■■■■■■

Forest Land 
Definition 
Now Changed

Definition of forest land in Brlt- 
9 ish Columbia will no longer be 
| governed by the Cascade Range.

Under the Forest Act as it stands 
liât present, land west of the range 
| is rated as more productive of new 
| forest than tracts east of the Cas- 
1 cades, but Forests Minister E. T.

I Kenney told the House last night 
I that the governing factor in future 

I will be the productive capacity of 
| the soil rather than any geographi 
| cal consideration.

“In future,” he said, "if land is 
I suitable for growing timber It will 
|| be called forest land.”

The minister made that explana­
tion during a two-hour discussibn 
g of more than 20 amendments which 
I he himself introduced in committee 
I of ways and means to the amending 
| bill he brought down* in the first 
1 week of the session.

Most of his amendments related j 
I to changes in the Government’s [ 
| sustained yield policy under a plan | 
| of forest management licences.

Before the House adjourned until I 
110:30 a,m. today, t^he bill was com- 
jroifcted with the minister’s amend- 
1 mente.

lery for all members of the !
Premier Hart and Mr. Pattullo| 

were told that soon they would re­
ceive scrolls entitling them to hon-§ 
orary life membership in the gal­
lery, the former for 21 years of 
service, and the latter for 21 years | 
completed In 1937.

To Mr. Uphill, at an informal | 
ceremony in the Union Club, the* 
gallery presented a brief case tog 
mark his 27th year as member 
Fernie.
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! Members Showing Signs of Strain 
With Prorogation Due in

In the dying days of every ses­
sion of the Legislature members 
show signs of strain, not so much 
from the daily sittings of the House 
as from the caucus meetings and 
discussions with delegations that 
fill in the ’tween sittings hours.

Yesterday, with the House due 
for prorogation in two more days, 
was no exception. Members were 
patently slap-happy.

Tom Uphill, the Legislature’s sole 
Independent, wore his hat, exercis­
ing a member's prerogative, 

j Premier John Hart and Opposi­
tion Leader Harold Winch, life-long 
political enemies, but good friends 
for all that, exchanged pleasantries 
and quips across the floor of the 
House; and birthdays were freely

mentioned — chiefly those of the» 
Premier, which he celebrated yes- i 
terday, and Attorney-General Gor-g 
don Wismer and veteran C.CF. 
member E. E. Winch, marked dur-1 
ing the week-end.

Harold Winch, who scorned the p 
Legislature’s new-fangled public ad- S 
dress system when the session | 
opened, even found favor with it last 
night, agreed that the Govern- $ 
ment’s $3,000 spent on the device’̂  
was a good idea, but added a rider 
that it needed a trained man to| 
operate it — an observation with 
which all members agreed.

Mr. Winch is the Legislature’s h 
sole qualified electrician, and he ft 
has answered many SOS’s from j 
members, Government and Opposi- 
tion, in trouble with their switches.!1

Provide $200,000 for Service 
By Highway Into Peace River

The Provincial Government will of 747 miles, in 42 hours, the Premier
provide $200,000 for purchase of 
buses and trucks by the Pacific 
Great Eastern Railway Company to 
operate a passenger and freight 
service over the John Hart High­
way into the Peace River district, 
under the 20-Year Franchise Act 
now before the Legislature

This was announced by Premier 
Hart yesterday after a meeting of 
the board of directors of the rail­
way.

It is in addition to the $663,000 
which already has been provided 
this year for purchase of railway 
rolling stock and equipment.

With the $200,000 the company 
will purchase three 50-passenger 
buses, three seven-passenger auto­
mobiles, four trucks with a 10-ton 
load capacity, four four-wheeler, 
trailers of 10-ton pay load, and 
four 1^4-ton panel trucks for the 
transportation of express goods.

said. This compares with 64 hours 
from Dawson Creek to Vancouver 
by way of Edmonton, a distance 
of 1,266 miles.

The bus service will provide three 
trips weekly, running from Dawson 
Creek to Quesnel, there to connect 
with the P.G.E. train. It will take 
16 hours, including two hours for 
stop-overs and rest periods. Buses 
will have reclining chairs so that 
passengers may sleep en route. 
Passenger automobiles are to meetfô 
chartering requirements.

At the same time, Premier Hart® 
disclosed the purpose to which the I 
$663,000 for railway equipment is | 
to be put. The company will pur-1 
chase 75 new standard steel box à 
freight cars, to cost $300,000 ; 211 
jjjaw standard steel flat cars, $75,000, | 
and two new Mikado type locomo-1 
lives, $210,000.

Used equipment to be purchased i>

B.C.’s Voters 
Get Numbers

| Provincial electors will be as- p 
signed numbers for identification J>/ 
purposes under an amendment top 
the Elections Act bill now before H 

H the Legislature.
In second reading of the bill in % 

the House yesterday, R. H. Carson, S 
chairman of the all-party com- p 
mittee that spent most of last year ’ 
reviewing the obsolete act, said new 
registration forms would be smaller: 
and simpler than the old. Affl- | 
davits would no longer be required, \ 
and the old requirement of 30 days’ i 
residence in an electoral district*1 
would be removed.

The bill also makes provision for{;
! advanced polls and absentee ballot I 
j Its major change in the existing K 
act will be to remove the disqualifl- | 
cation of Chinese and East Indians,g 

! though Japanese will still be denied^'1 
ithe vote unless they have actually® 
served in the armed forces of It!

-1 JLÏE

House Starts l 
Final Drive 

; To Finish Work !
j The British Columbia Legislature, 

which has sat 41 times since Feb- 
11 ruary II, today will start an all-out 
8 towards prorogation before 
pi Easter.
i j Premier John Hart last night took j 
E authority for the House to sit three 
pj times a day, instead of the normal 
E once and the twice-a-day sittings 
j.1 that have been the order during 
Ip the past two weeks, 
h Aim is to have the House com- 

I; plete a heavy accumulation of busi­
ly ”«$ by tomorrow night, though it 

ia possible that the formal ceremony 
|j °f prorogation by Lieutenant-Gov- 
rj ernor Charles A. Banks will not take 
| place until Thursday morning.

It means that today and tomorrow 
h the House will sit from 10:30 am. 
fc! until noon, from 2:30 pm. until 
|j 6 p.m., and froln *8:30 p.m. until 

adjournment, with no time fixed 
jS for the House to rise at the end 
| of toe night sitting. Earlier Leg- 
|,| isiatures have been known to sit 

until 4 o’clock in the morning. 7 -
Vv' . ' "iMi

‘
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Saanich Council Debates 
B.C. Abolition of Wards!

When Hart Highway is opened, it will Include one passenger coach, 
will be possible to make the trip $10,000; three sleeping cars, $45,000; ** 
from Dawson Creek to Vancouver one dining car, $13,000, and one bag- jf; 
by way of Squamish, a distance | gage and express car, $10,000.

■■■

[Supervised Vote Stands 
As Strike Penalties Cut

Government supervision of strike 
votes will remain in British Colum­
bia’s new Industrial Conciliation and 
Arbitration Act, despite Labor Min­
ister George Pearson’s opposition to 
the clause.

And Mr. Pearson will remain in 
tile Cabinet as Labor Minister.

I But illegal strike penalties on 
I and union officials wi)l be
I slashed In half, and those on indl- 
I vidual union members washed out 
I altogether.
I These in a nutshell were major 

I developments in the House on the 
j labor bill yesterday afternoon after 

nearly a week of conjecture as to 
j whether Mr. Pearson would give in 
to the Coalition caucus’ détermina _ 
tion on supervision or whether he | 

I would refuse to move second reading 
of his own bill; and whether, if he 
disowned the bill, he could remain 

I as minister.
^public answer to the House 

■ was that he saw no rea- 
1 why he should resign tip port­

folio, even though he was reluctant 
to see the supervision clause remain 
in the bill.

It was a day of compromise, 
though Mr. Pearson told the House 
that amendment of the penalty | 
section represented only a “minor” 
change in the bill.

Opposition members, led by Her­
bert Gargrave (C.C.F., Mackenzie) 
rose in a storm of protest against 
retention of penalties in any amount 
and against the principle of Gov­
ernment supervision of strike bal­
lots.

A division called on second read-1| 
ing saw the bill'go through 35-11, ra 
with voting on straight party lines, jf

■I
I

Comment both for and against 
the abolition of the ward system 
of election in municipalities was 
heard at a meeting of the Saanich 
Council last night.

Saanich is the only municipality 
in Greater Victoria that is affected 
by this part of the amendment to 
the Municipal Act proposed In the 
Legislature Monday by Municipal 
Affairs Minister R. C. MacDonald.;

Under the amendment to the act 
the ward system w:ill be abolished; 
and reeves and councillors will be! 
elected for two-year terms.

Councillor W. C. Kersey, repre-j 
senting rural Ward Six, said the j 
people in his ward would object 
strongly to the move.

Stating that he has been in favor 
of the abolition of the ward system 
for many years, Councillor L. H. 
Passmore, Ward Seven, stated he 
had asked for a plebiscite on the 
ouestlon some time ago.

“Under an election-at-large sys­
tem I feel we would see more prog­
ress and have a more broadminded

Agreeing that some money spent
1 roads was wasted, Councillor 

Alexander said he did not believe 
roads could be improved under the 
present system of financing road 
maintenance. He advocated the 
local improvement system of road 
repairs.

Councillor George Rudd, Ward 
Two, said he had always stood for 
the principle of minority represen­
tation as a means of eliminating 
the fear of some wards that they 
would lose their representation.

Describing the Government an-1 
nouncement as coming "right out 
of the blue,” he declared he cer­
tainly did not like a “despotic Gov-j 
emment telling us to do just that.”

>.■ jtf council,” he said.
He said he believed that each|I 

! section of Saanich would continue to il 
have good representation and cited ^ 
the former Saanich school board™ 
as an example of this.

Councillor Thomas Alexander, g 
iward One, said he stood for the g 

ward system up to a point.
"It started that ugly word 

cession.’ I have no use for 1 
sion although I did vote for 
line,” he said.

Wiping out ward boundaries | 
would mean an improvement toy 
Saanich roads, Councillor <
Ward Four, said.

■Æp
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erament Seeks Arbitration | 
Higher Prices on Contracts |

V [and July, 1946, and which contracts!
îotlce of motion placed on according to the terms of the agree-1 
r paper yesterday, Hon. E. ments extended beyond July, 1946,1 
n, Minister of Public Works, should have their petition consid-j 
e would move that the Leg- ered. It seems hardly fair to dis- 
recommend that the appli- miss their case without a thorough 
of several British Columbia investigation," Mr. Carson declared, 
ors for an increase of the Failing such a course, the minister 

prices “be referred to a said his department “simply has! 
the Supreme Court or the not the equipment or the men to 

[ Appeal to sit as an arbi- take over the work and other con-

General Business Tax Optional 
For Municipalities Under Bill

Legislation empowering munici­
palities to impose taxes on beer 
licencees, a 3 per cent tax on the 
revenues of public utilities and a 
general business tax was before the 
Legislature yesterday.

The legislation will implement 
some of the major recommendations 
of the Goldenberg report.

Annual tax on beer parlors will 
vary from $85 for those who pay 
to the Province a licence fee of 
$600 down to $30 annually for those 
who pay a licence fee of less than 
$350.

| Contrary to the request of the 
| executive of the Union of British 
! Columbia Municipalities, the busi- 
j ness tax is not made mandatory.
I It provides that the tax be based 
I on, but not exceed 10 per cent of, 
i the rental value of the business and 
| allows deduction of any trade 
t licences paid.
| Utilities paying the 3 per cent 
i tax will be exempted from the busfr- 
iness tax and all taxes on improve- 
j ments, including pole lines, bund­
lings and tracks, but will still be 
f required to pay land taxes.
I Telephone companies will pay the

Safeguards 
To Be Mad

i Safeguards against $1 
] British Columbia are tol 
j* even stronger than those! 
\ provided in the Industrial 
j lion and Arbitration Act tl 

before the Legislature Ml 
j Amendments introduces 
j Minister George S. Pears!

mittee stage in the HousJ 
j now provide for a direct 1 
1 in addition to the earhl 
! ment of a vote on accept! 
| ieetjon of a conciliation!

The new section reads! 
| "Notwithstanding any® 

talned in this act. no pi 
declare or authorize a stil 

I employee shall strike ml 
vote of the employees i| 
affected as to whether tl 
not to strike has been tall 
majority of such empli 
vote have voted in favor 1 

Similar provision govl 
ployers is made concerl 
outs. I

Government supervisiol 
ballots will be made marl 
an amendment relatingl 
on acceptance or reject! 
dilation awards says til 
"may"' direct that the I 
secret ballot under <1 
supervision.
WINCH SAYS SYSTE.mB 
"MOST VICIOUS”

The additions to thfl 
piloted through the Hcfl 
torney-General Gordon I 
They touched off anothfl 
from Opposition benl 

| C.C.F. Leader Harold wfl 
jing that the supervision! 
up the "most vicious systH 

| traduced in Canada." I 
1 Chiefly, he was concerH 
lays he saw as a resulH 
time you go through ■

gross rentals from subscribers, in-1 
eluding toll charges within the ■ 
municipality. Qas and light or | 
power companies will pay 3 per 
cent of revenue received from sale ! 
of gas and power.

Another measure introduced inj 
the bill, which will ease the burden j 
of rising costs in municipalities, pro- ! 
vides that they need nq longer pay ! 
for the transport of prisoners to the 
Provincial Jail or for the main­
tenance of those imprisoned under 
the Summary Convictions Oct.

A bill making the business tax, 
the beer tax and the tax on public 
utilities applicable to village mu­
nicipalities was introduced into the 
House last night by Municipal Min­
ister R. A. MacDonald.

Profession Act 
Brought Down 
For Foresters

Third "professional” act to t

$8,000,000. Two of the largest un- jl 
'A derto kings are the building of the I 
I Pine Pass (John Hart) and Hope-1 

Princeton Highways.

I
 Requests for increases in contract I 
prices were made by the following# 
I contractors: Campbell Construction® 
t Co., Ltd.; Fred Mannix Sc Co., Ltd.; E 
P Dawson, Wade and Company, Ltd.; $ 

I General Construction Co., Ltd.;» 
| Emil Anderson Construction Co.;!| 
| W. C. Arnett Sc Co., Ltd.; and I 
| Campbell-Mannix Companies.
| CLAIM COSTS UP 
IBY 89 PER CENT 
I Increases in wages and costs, B 
I brought about by changes in Gov- I 
| eminent regulations governing these 1 
| items, shortage of certain materials, a 
s| difficulty in replacing or repairing \ 

contracting machinery and other j 
^ causes beyond their control were \ 
% said by contractors to have caused \ 
$ costs to rise by 80 per cent, Mr. ; 
«Carson’s statement said.
1 Terming the original contracts S 
^"surprisingly low,” Mr. Carson said, H 
^"Taking the totals of the four major I 
i'i contracts, namely those covering I 
Ëthe Pine Pass and Hope-Princeton 
gprojects, the accepted tenders were 
SSsi per cent below the average of all 1 
w tenders submitted, 44 per cent below j 
xsthe estimates submitted by our cn- 
Isgineers when tenders were called 
|| and no less than 54 per cent below 
|| our engineers’ estimates based on ] 
|| present costs and bids now being | 
I submitted. Furthermore, and mostti 

significant, they varied as much as L 
m 34 per cent as between each other L 
I for the same class of work.” |
■ In a petition to the Minister of jj 
S Public Works in October, 1946, ten| 
! general contractors claimed they| 
JQ were entitled to redress on both 
■ moral and legal grounds, he con- 
! tlnued.
I Quoted by the minister, the con- 

11 tractors then stated that “to specu- 
Sj late on what changes might betj 
® made by governmental order in the I 
■ prices of materials or In the wages! 
■ permitted to labor during the con-i 
H tract period would have been lm-f 
■ practical and, in fact, impossible.” I 
m HELD UNFORTUNATE *

FOR CONTRACTOR 
I Seeking the advice of the At- 

torney-General the following month, 
9 Mr. Carson said he was informed 
||j that, in'the opinion of that official, 
Kg "there is no legal basis for this 
Bg allowance as the Increased costs of 
■ material and labor is something the 
■ contractor should have taken into 
B consideration at the time he sub-1

New Measure
Sets Limits 
On Civic Debt

Welch (Cln., Comox).
It provides for professional status E 

to foresters, under an Association B 
of British Columbia Foresters with! 
head office in Vancouver.

Heading a slate of members of a I 
provision council of the association I 
is C. D. Orchard, deputy minister | 
of forests and chief forester for the I 
province. Subsequent councils will I 
consist of eight members.

Membership qualification calls for I 
a degree in forestry or allied science I 
of the University of British Co- * 
lumbia, or of another college recog- I 
nized by the council, and at least 
two years’ work til forestry after 
graduation.

There is provision, however, for 
membership for men who have been 
engaged in forestry for at least 

I ten years, with at least five years 
of practice in this province.

A board of examiners will com­
prise three members appointed by 

\ the council and two by the Lieu- 
Si tenant-Govemor in council.
I Annual membership fee will be up 
8 to $50. Qualified non-resident for- j 
I esters will be permitted to practise j 
I in the province for a period of one 
I year, without registration; on a j 
! licence fee of $25.
| Only members of the association 
I will be entitled to use the title "for- 
| ester” or practise forestry, but the 
| act w:ill not prevent non-members 
| from conducting logging operations 
3 or making road or railway surveys 
I for logging.
3 The council will have power to 
j suspend or cancel membership, with! 

jg right of appeal to the Supreme I 
1 Court.
I If it passes the House, the act 
a will not come into effect' for one 
Byear.

Debt limits and requirements fori 
future borrowing by municipalities! 
was set forth in a bill to amend the! 
Municipal Act in the Legislature yes- H 
terday.

In line with the Goldenberg re-1 
port, the bill provides ttyat all future I 
borrowings shall be in the form of I 
serial debentures with a 30-year 1 
limit. Generally speaking, the ag-1 
gregate of all debts shall not exceed I 
20 per cent of average value of the| 
assessment on land and improve-1 
ments for the three years prior tol 
the time the debt is to be incurred, a 

Municipalities will be prevented! 
from acquiring “white elephants” by! 
a prohibition on giving or lending! 
money to private businesses, sub-1 
scribing to shares of or guaranteeing! 
loans of or otherwise assisting such! 
companies.

If this measure had been on the I 
statute books some years ago, Vic-1 
torla would not have acquired the I 
now-vacant grain elevator at Ogden I 
Point or the woolen mills property I 
which was finally sold last year.

All revenues from tax sale proper­
ties must be reserved for mating up 
shortages in sinking funds, for debt 
retirement or for special capital ex­
penditures.

The bill provides that all money 
by-laws must be approved by the in­
spector of municipalities before be­
ing submitted to the electors.

Indemnities 
Of M.L.A.’s 
Reshuffled
$2,000 to Be Salary 
And Balance Expense
The Legislature last night 

rushed through all three readings 
a further amendment to the 
Constitution Act that will make 
yet another change in the desig­
nation of M.L.A.’s sessional In­
demnities.

Last week, the House approved 
an amendment to enable them 
to escape income tax on up to 
$1,500 of their $3,000 indemnities 
by charging expenses in connec­
tion with legislative duties on pro­
duction of vouchers.

Changes last night will mean 
that of the total annual payment, 
$2,000 will be shown as salary and 
the remainder as expenses, to 
enable members to show up to 
$1,000 for expenses in income tax 
returns.

Provision also was made for the 
additional $2,000 paid as an allow­
ance each year to the Leader of 
the Opposition to be shown as

minimum and then holt 
ment-supervised vote, ti 
the worker Is gone," Mr 
dared. |

"This isn’t going to ta 
time," replied Mr. WisnJ 
is going to be a ballot ij 
what objection can t| 

j proper supervision?
"If you really want a 

lot, with the worker 
sees fit and without I 
from anyone else, then 
for this clause: It isn’t! 
lay a strike one day.” I 

He said the argumeJ 
used that Government! 
was impractical. I 

"By that, you are ad! 
you’re not having propel 
but leaving them to tn 
labor leaders," Mr. WisJ 
BEES NO GROUNDS I 
FOR OBJECTIONS 

The Attorney-GeneJ 
grounds for objections tl 
clauses as incapable oil 
tion, pointing out thal 
vote .was taken every fcfl 
there should be no ml 
in taking a strike vote!

"Let the Govemmerl 
vote really is taken in I 
partial manner,” hi 
"This doesn’t take awl 
to strike. It will dol 
lot of labor unrest. Tl 
be behind you, not tl 
have been In the pâsl 
considered strikes wel 
of activities of agitatl 

B. I. "Boss" Johnsol 
that labor would be ghl 
the carrying out of I 
management would get! 
that it would d6 more ■

B.C. Judges 
Given RaiseLeave Granted 

To LeBourdaisl
j The Legislature yesterday, by I 
unanimous resolution, granted 
Deave of absence to Louis LeBour- 
dais, Coalition whip and member 
for the Cariboo, and Instructed that 
[his indemnity should be paid in full.
I Mr. LeBourdals was stricken byj 
I illness in Vancouver on his way 'to 
Int.tand t.h* session, and flnwnt‘

County Court judges of British] 
Columbia, who get a salary of $«,600 
from the Dominion Government, will 
receive another $1,000 from the Pro­
vince, under an amendment to the 
County Courts Act introduced in the 
Legislature last night by Attorney- 
General Gordon Wlamer.

There are 19 of them.
The amendment provides for the 

annual payment of $1,000 to each 
judge out of an appropriation for 
that purpoee, or. falling an appro­
priation, out of consolidated revenue.

mltted hie tender for the work, 
if he did not make the profit 
he thought he was going -to m 
or in fact Buffered a lose on 
.contract, that is unfortunate

attend the session, and 
eral weeks In hospital, 
now reported on the rt 
covery, his condition did 
him to come to Victoria

remment

s
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Safeguards Against Strikes 
To Be Made Even Stronger k

Safeguards against strikes in 
British Columbia are to be madej 
even stronger than those originally i 
provided in the Industrial Concilia­
tion and Arbitration Act bill brought! 
before the Legislature March 10.

Amendments introduced by Labor 
Minister George S. Pearson in com­
mittee stage in the House yesterday 
now provide for a direct strike vote, 
in addition to the earher require' 

j ment of a vote on acceptance or re-| 
fectjon of a conciliation award.

The new section reads:
"Notwithstanding anything con­

tained in this act. no person shall I 
declare or authorize a strike and noj 
employee shall strike until after 
vote of the employees in the unit 
affected as to whether to strike or 
not to strike has been taken and the 
majority of such employees who! 
vote have voted in favor of a strike.'

Similar provision governing em­
ployers is made concerning lock­
outs.

Government supervision of strike 
ballots will be made mandatory, but 
an amendment relating to ballots 
on acceptance or rejection of con­
ciliation awards says the minister] 
"may"' direct that the vote be by 
secret ballot under Government 
supervision.
WINCH 8AY8 SYSTEM 
-MOST VICIOUS"

The additions to the act were 
piloted through the House by At­
torney-General Gordon S. Wismer. 
They touched off another explosion 
from Opposition benches, with 
C.C.F. Leader Harold Winch declar­
ing that the supervision clauses set 
up the "most vicious system ever in­
troduced in Canada."

Chiefly, he was concerned over de­
lays he saw as a result. "By the 
time you go through the 96-day 
minimum and then hold a Govern­
ment-supervised vote, the power of 
the worker is gone," Mr. Winch de­
clared,

“This isn't going to take any extra 
time," replied Mr. Wismer. "If there 
is going to be a ballot in any event, 
what objection can there be to 
proper supervision?

“If you really want a secret bal­
lot, with the worker voting as be 
sees fit and without Interference 
from anyone else, then you'd vote 
for this clause: It isn't going to de­
lay a strike one day."

He said the argument bad been] 
| used that Government supervision 
j was impractical.

The new section were among 41 
iGovemment amendments to the ori­
ginal bill and some 50 changes pro­
posed by the Opposition, discussed in 
the House yesterday. A few of the 
[C.CJ1. amendments were accepted 
by the minister.

Mr. Pearson—and the House- 
turned thumbs down on efforts by 
|the Opposition to have prohibition 
ef company unions included in the 
act. He said he did not understand 
trade unions' fear of competition 
from such small groups, numbering 
only 29 out of 1,793 centlficates since 
April 18. 1944.

C.C.F. members took exception topi 
the section prohibiting trade union | | 
representatives visiting industrial 1§ 
plants during working hours.
EMPLOYER’S PLANT 
SAYS PEARSON 

Replied Mr. Pearson bluntly :
“I can't see an)' reason why em­

ployees should have permission to 
take over an employer’s plant. It’s 
his plant. Trade unions are now get­
ting to the position where they want pi 
to be handed the whole thing. That6 
way, you'll degenerate into nothing, 
and the privileges you now enjoy 
will have to be taken away."

He said there was nothing obnox­
ious in the clause: nothing to stop*thing of this kind, 
employees talking union matters Ld "I don't, think- 

over amongst themselves.
Herbert Gargrave (C.C.F., Mac­

kenzie) said the Opposition was not 
supporting the principle that trade 
union representatives should take up 
an employer's time during working 
hours. But under the clause union 
representatives would be prohibited! 
from entering plants even during] 
the lunch-hour.

The minister rejected an attempt 
by the Opposition to insert a main­
tenance of membership clause in the] 
act. He said he was not altogether] 
opposed to it, but that the Province! 
had not yet reached a stage where 
It should be a matter of legislation,

He refused, also, to accept an 
amendment to bring under the act 
persons employed in domestic serv­
ice, agriculture, horticulture, hunt­
ing and trapping. It was not yet 

I possible to regulate such forms of 
[employment, he declared.
(standing vote 

gSOUGHT BY WINCH
Mr. Winch called for a standing 

(vote on that amendment, and found! 
his own party members and 

^Thomas Uphill (Labor, Fernle), vot-

section In the whole vicious 
act rm not suggesting that there 
jshould not be teeth in it, but in a 
[different way. Punishment should 

on individuals, Instead of allow­
ing union funds to be enjoined." 
SIMILAR PROVISIONS 
IN FEDERAL ORDER

Mr. Pearson pointed out that sim- 
jilar provisions were in P.C. 1003.

On the clauses to set up a Labor 
Relations Board. C.C.F. members 
protested there was no assurance in 
the bill that labor would be properly 
represented, with members of the 
board to be appointed by the Lieu­
tenant-Governor in Council.

The minister replied that he was 
anxious that the board should be 
one that could operate effectively.
"I want to discuss it with organized 
labor and employers. Such boards 
are always set up on a panel sub­
mitted by both sides," he said.

Section 72 of the bill, providing,
I for Government supervision of strike 

votes, provoked another storm of|| 
| protest from Opposition benches.

Mr. Gargrave suggested that in 
H the interests of harmony and indus- 
‘ trial peace it would be better for the 

Minister of Labor to have power at 
any time to require a supervised 
vote to be taken, if he were satis­
fied that a vote was not properly 
conducted.

"But this," he went on, ‘ is a blot 
on the industrial laws of the Prov­
ince, making British Columbia the 
first in Canada to Introduce any-

Insurance Rate 
Drop Is Seen

Possibility of a reduction in pub- ' 
lie liability insurance rates for mo- 
torists was mentioned by Attorney-r 

! General Gordon Wismer in the | 
House early this morning, during 
second reading debate on his bill 
to reproduce in British Columbia: 
the financial responsibility plan 
that has been in operation in Manl- 
toba for just over a year.

Mr. Wismer said that after one 
year under Manitoba's plan insur­
ance companies operating In that : 
province had been able to cut pre- jj 
miums 30 per cent.

Introduction of the system tag 
Manitoba had increased the num­
ber of car owners claiming such in­
surance from 30 to 90 per cent.! 
Similar increases had been shown! 
by many Eastern states that hadl; 
adopted a similar plan.

The House rose at 1:30 ajn. until |
ngrolM.

Bill Authorizes 
Parking Meters

•a

"By that, you are admitting thatpng with him. Members on the other
J J .... _ BLj. ^ tl,. Uro.ea aoeller hoH nlearlfHyou're not having proper ballots now! 

but leaving them to the control of 
labor leaders," Mr. Wismer declared. 
BEES NO GROUNDS 
FOR OBJECTIONS 

The Attorney-Genera1, saw no 
grounds for objections to supervision 
clauses as incapable of administra» 
tlon, pointing out that an election] 
vote,was taken every four years and 
there should be no more difficulty] 
in taking a strike vote.

“Let the Government see that a 
vote really is taken in a fair and im­
partial manner," he demanded.' 
"This doesn’t take away any right 
to strike. It will do away with 
lot of labor unrest. The public wUll 
be behind you, not the way they f 
have been In the past when they 
considered strikes were the result 
of activities of agitators."

B. I. "Boss" Johnson maintt

I
 that labor would be given more f 
the carrying out of the bill 

gement would get out of it, i 
t would dô more to con 
m of iriUdRB- than

of the House earlier had pleaded 
te cause of domestic servants.
John Mclnnts (C.C.F., Fort 

| George» calfed on the Government 
te attend tu its own business and 
[leave tile unions to took after theirs.

Most strenuous objections of the 
day came from C.C.F. benches dur­
ing consideration of penalties, cut 
in half by the minister in amend­
ments to the original bill.

Mr. Gargrave charged that it was 
being brought in only "because of 
what happened In the United States 
to John L. Lewis."

"You can now go after a trade 
union's funds and break the union," 
he declared.

In a tirade against the penalty 
; sections, he asserted there was no 
fairness or Justice in them, since 
unions were to be subjected to ex- 

the same fines as milllon- 
lollar corporations.
“A hundred and twenty-five dol» 

tors means nothing to them (the 
irporations)," Mr. Gargrave de­

clared. “It might pay them bet 
the fine and continue 

,w. This is the

has any more right to interfere with 
the way » union takes its vote than 
it has with any other organization. 
MAKING MISTAKE 
CONTENDS GARGRAVE 

"You’re making a mistake. It's 
unsound and unfair, and you'll have ' 
to accept full responsibility for what 
you do."

Samuel Guthrie (C.C.F., Cowi- 
chan-Newcastle) : "Is there any 
country in the world with such a 
provision?"

Mr. Pearson: "I don't know."
The House found itself ensnarled 

In tangled questions of interpreta­
tion of standing orders and votes 
and proceedings when Harold Winch 
tried to force a recorded vote on the 
section, to see which way the min­
ister would vote. After more than 
half an hour of heated argument, 
with frequent appeals to Mr. Speak­
er and the House, the Opposition 
saw the section passed without Mr. 
Pearson having to Indicate which 
way hé would vote.

Tempers were getting frayed by the 
time the House, in committee of the 
whole, finished with the bill and 
reported it complete with amend­
ments. Report was made at 11 pm..v I 
after morning, afternoon and night jj 
sittings on the bill. It will go to\{] 
third reading today.

In the concluding stages of the ,lv 
longest debate of the session Mr.ij -J 
Pearson accepted an amendment 
by the C.C.F. to delete the clause 
giving the lieutenant-governor in 
council power to exclude any em­
ployee or employer groups from the] 
provisions of the act.

He agreed that it was a dangerous 
clause, that should not have been in­
cluded.

But he refused to accept other 
C.C.F. amendments to empower the 
Labor Relations Board to disestab­
lish an)* "company-dominated" or­
ganization of employees, and tqi re­
quire the board to reinstate any em­
ployee discharged contrary to the 
provisions of the act and require the| 
employer to make monetary redress,

A matter of pecuniary claim coult 
not be put into a labor act, h< 
[pointed out. If there were discrimin­
ation, the matter could go to *

Authority for Victoria to Install, 
parking meters was included in 
amendments to the Municipal Act; 
under consideration by the Legisla­
ture yesterday.

Expecting the new statute, the; 
[City Council on Monday authorized'"; 
the public works committee to pro­
ceed with a proposed plan of where | 
the meters should be installed, what1, ' 
type should be used and how muehf! 
should be charged for parking.

Under the new act, municipali­
ties are freed from liability for dam-1 
ages by reason of the erection or I 
operation of the meters or by reason 1 
of a vehicle being parked on streets * 
under the terms of a by-law author­
izing their installation.

Another section of the act per- I 
mits municipalities to prohibit they 
[presence of "horses, mules, donkeys,! 
or other animals" on any public | 
beach, park or recreation ground.

At the request of Oak Bay, the 
Union of British Columbia Munici­
palities endorsed a resolution asking 
the Province to enact a statute to 
enable municipalities to prevent 
horses being driven or ridden on 
[public beaches.
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Slraith Recommends Medical School 
In Victoria Under College Governors

Dominion-Provincial Agreement Bill 
Under Fire From Opposition Here

À proposal that a medical school 
8 should be established in Victoria, 

under administration of Victoria 
College board of governors, was 
recommended to the Government 

n for consideration in the House last 
1 night by W. T. Straith (Coalition,

: Victoria).
His suggestion followed reports 

from Vancouver that the university 
board of governors had resolved 
not to start a medical school this

^jear.
Mr. Straith rose in the House on 

a question of privilege, in a matter 
affecting public interest. He re­
minded the Legislature of its unani­

mous resolution last Wednesday ex­
pressing the opinion that the board 
should proceed immediately with 
the establishment of a faculty.

He noted that the board had con­
cluded that there were not suffi- 

tÿ] cient teaching beds available in 
Vif Vancouver, and that $100,000 voted 
7by the House for maintenance was 
U “We have a board of governors 
jË insufficient.
; for Victoria College which in the 
- past has carried on its duties in an 

. efficient and economical manner,” 
the Victoria member continued.

"I am sure that board would be 
happy to take $1,500,000 and find 
it adequate for a medical faculty 
here. It has all the facilities re­
quired, ancillary to a medical col­
lege.”

Mr. Straith said that to add 200 
students would not present a 
housing problem here, whereas Van­
couver was finding provision of 
jaccommodation difficult. Victoria 

ggshospitals were well equipped with 
«X teaching beds to look after a stu­

dent body of 200.
i He suggested that Education Min­
ister G. M. Weir should explore the 
|possibilities, with a view to opening 
ja school here in the coming Fall.

Opposition Leader Harold E. 
[Winch agreed that a school should 
be established, but maintained that 

I it “belonged” in Vancouver.
"Why?" demanded a chorus of 

|voices.
j Mr. Winch said Vancouver had 
[all the facilities and hospital ac- 

lodation required, and that 
il members of the House 

Id disagree with the report that 
there were not enough teaching 
[beds in Vancouver.
! “It should be made absolutely 
clear that this Legislature, on be­
half of the people of British Co- 
[lumbia, not only expects but de­
mands that a faculty be established,"

| Mr. Winch concluded.
Mrs. Nancy Hodges (Coalition, 

Victoria) adjourned debate on Mr. 
jWinch’s motion regretting that the 
university board, had not seen its 
way to accept the Legislature’s 
recommendation, and calling for re­
consideration of its decision.

The Dominion - Provincial Tax 
Agreement Bill came under fire 
from the Opposition on second read- ; 
ing in the House early this morning. ' 

Describing it as. "a wonderful 
example of involved terminology," 
C.C.F. Leader Harold Winch chal­
lenged anyone to say what it meant.

With the introduction of such a 
bill, providing for an agreement for 
a term of five years, there should 
have been given to every member 
an explanatory analysis of the 
agreement, he said.

Mr. Winch strongly criticized a 
j section authorizing the Minister of 

Finance, with the approval of the 
X , Lieutenant - Governor - in - Council 

and the Dominion Government, to 
"[vary the agreement.

Under that clause, he charged, the 
Government could do anything it 
liked with an agreement that re­
quired satutory authority in the 
first instance, no matter how those 
changes might affect the Province, ra 
w Major bills passed through third || 
reading last night inclu'ded: j

Public Schools and Forest Act jj 
| amendments, Suppression of Ve- [i 
|nereal Diseases Act, and the newly 
| Societies Act. Others provide for p 
i amendments to the Hospital Act, b 
| Teachers’ Pension Act, Civil Service 
j Superannuation Act, Co-operative 
1 Associations Act and Land Registry 
I Act.

Amendments to the Insurance 
I Act, embodying the Manitoba act 
j Imposing safety responsibility on 
1 owners and drivers of vehicles and 
I tightening regulations on health and 
I death benefit socities, were put 
8 through committee stage for third 
| reading today.
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Members oi House 

Work Feverishly 
To Finish Business

Legislature Puts On Final Drive 
For Prorogation at 11 a.m. Today

Driving towards prorogation at 11 a.m. today the 
British Columbia Legislature last night and this morning" 
dealt quickly with motions that have stood on the order 
paper fdr many weeks.

The House, which has held 46 sittings since opening 
day February 11, worked through until the early hours of 
this morning to clear up the annual last-minute accumu­
lation of legislation. It sat morning, afternoon and night 
yesterday and the day before.

In all, 104 bills were matte law.
Final reading was given last night 

to Attorney-General Gorden Wls- 
mer's measure to introduce the 
Manitoba plan of highway safety 
responsibility in British Columbia.

After a day of surprises, the 
House sat back in amazement at 
the sight of twp top-flight Govern­
ment men, Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb and Attorey-Oeneral Gor­
don Wismer, raising their hands in 
support of a C.C.F. amendment to 
the Provincial Elections Act that 
went down to defeat.

Purpose of the amendment was 
to stop candidates from tacking the 
prefix “Independent" onto party 
names when running for election to 
the Legislature, “likely to cause 
confusion in the public mind.”

It was only one of many inci­
dents during the Legislature’s most 
heated debate that gave death- 
watch observers in the galleries good 
value for their money in the last 
business session of the House.

Parliamentary language went by 
the board as C.C.F. members—and 
a few on the other side, too- 
worked themselves into lather over 
racial questions when amendments 
to the Elections Act were being 
lushed through to conclusion.

Changes in Act 
Allow New Tax;

Amendments to Vancouver's In-a 
corporation Act implementing many jj 
of the recommendations of the | 
of the Goldenberg Commission, and | 
bringing the act largely into line 1 
with new amendments to the Muni- | 
cipal Act, were before the Legls-1| 
lature yesterday. |

Permissive, rather than manda-J 
tory, clauses will allow the council | 
to increase from 50 to 75 per cent Û 
the amount by which improvements j 
may be taxed, and impose a busi- jj 
ness tax in lieu of business licence'! 
fees.

Attorney-General Gordon Wismer | 
told the House Vancouver City j 
Council intends to send a represen- [ 
tative to other cities in Canada | 
where business taxes have been in| 
operation for several years. It | 
would be left to the council to de- ij 
termine the amount of the tax and | 
to fix rental values on which It 1 
would be based.

I House Rejects 
\Bill on Films

Gangster films are not half as % 
■bad for youngsters as "the kind of j 
■ piffle that comes over the radio,” [ 
I A. B. Ritchie (Coalition, Salmon E 
I Arm) asserted in the Legislature | 

~ during discussion of an} 
bailing for classi- 

pictures. 
ifeated on i 
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Sale of Liquor by Glass Not Backedf 
By Public Opinion Wismer Declareà

The Provincial Government hast 
gone m far ai It can go tola year g 
to amend the Liquor Act, Attorney-f 
General Gordon Wlamer told the g 
House yesterday.

"No plan can succeed unless there! 
Is a strong hody of public opinion f 
behind It, and It’s not behind aale| 
of liquor by the glass," he said.

Charges by opposition members 
of racketeering In beer parlor li­
cence transfers kept the House In 
a state of tension for more than an 
hour, as amendments to the Liquor 
Control Act went through commit­
tee stage.

Three coalition members, Mrs. 
Nancy Hodges (Victoria), Dr. J. J. 
Olllls (Yale) and W. A. C, Bennett 
(South Okanagan), voted with the 
C.C.F. on a defeated amendment to 
prohibit transfer of licences alto­
gether. making them revert to the 
Crown when premises changed 
hands.
ADMIT ABUSES 
IN VANCOUVER 

Attorney-General Gordon W la­
mer dubbed the amendment a move 
towards straight confiscation. “If 
a man can’t sell the licence, how 
can he sell his hotel?" he asked. He 
conceded that there had been cer 
tain abuses In Vancouver, where 
"certain undesirable characters" 
had got hold of licences, but pointed 
out that Government amendments] 
to the act enabled that situation to] 
be dealt with.

Sale of sandwiches In beer par 
Ion will not be sanctioned. The 
House rejected an amendment by 
Herbert Gargrave to make that pro­
vision after Mr. Wismer had drawn 
attention to the problem of the 
"well-known rubber sandwich” or 
an alternative of competition with 
restaurants.

Even CÆJ. members were divided 
on Mr. Gargrave’s amendment to 
allow music and soft drinks In the 
parlors, with John Mclnnls (Fort! 
George) and A. J. Turner (Vancou­
ver Centre) opposed. Mr. Turner 
described "juke boxes" as “vUe 
things that should be thrown In the 
drink.'*

The amendment was unnecessary, 
Mr. Wismer pointed out, as the 
board had authority to allow either 
soft drinks or music at Its discre­
tion.

During second reading debate ear­
lier in the day, Opposition Leader 
Harold Winch charged the Govern­
ment with "evasion of a probltm| 
that must be faced.”

He told the House the CX)F. had 
sent out questionnaires to groups, 
representing a cross-section of the 
people of the Province.

Mr. Winch declared that the re­
plies showed that the people of 
British Columbia felt there was a 
need for changes. If the Attorney- 
General were not prepared to bring 
them In, then he should appoint a 
Royal Commission.

It was a disgrace, he said, that! 
people who wanted to have a drink 

tbg evening had to-hide the bot- 
under the table.

—Willi 11 111!

Understanding of English or French| 
Will Be Enfranchisement Condition

Adequate knowledge of either 
| English or French will be a condition 
j of enfrachisement under a last- 
j minute amendment to the Provincial 
I Elections Act passed by the House 

jg last night.
Recommended by the Legislature’s] 

I special committee to review the act,
! the provision was omitted from the 
j amending bill by an oversight, the 

House was told by R. H. Carson 
(Gin., Kamloops), chairman of the 

j all-party committee.
On an application for registration,

| the registrar may require the appli­
cant to appear before him to es tab-

Province Unable 
To Make Tests

.Pre-marital blood tests, provision 
for which was made nine years ago, 
cannot be made law in British Co- SJj 
lumbla now because equipment ~ 
available is inadequate to carry out 
the tests.

This was the answer given by 
Health and Welfare Minister G.
S. Pearson in the Legislature yes­
terday to an amendment to the 
Marriage Act moved by É. E. Winch 
(C.C.F., Burnaby).

Purpose of the amendment was

I
 to strike out the clause making the 
blood test section operative by pro­
clamation.

The bill was defeated. Had it 
1 carried, the section would have been 
(brought into effect immediately,

Province Unable 
To Make Tests

Pre-marital blood tests, provision I 
for which was made nine years ago, | 
cannot be made law in British Co- | 
lumbia now because equipment | 
available is inadequate to carry outrti 
the tests.

This was the answer given by 
Health and Welfare Minister O.
S. Pearson in the Legislature yes­
terday to an amendment to the 
Marriage Act moved by E. E. Winch ï 
(C.C.F., Burnaby).

Purpose of the amendment was 5 
M to strike out thè clause making thef 
R1 blood test section operative by pro-g 

! clamation.
The bill was defeated. Rad It] 
carried, the section would have been g 
brought into effect immediately.

House rasses 
Supply Bill

The Provincial Legislature yes­
terday completed work on its budget 
for the fiscal year that started 
Tuesday, and passed the annual 
supply bill through all readings.

It provides for expenditure of| 
$58,781,334 In the main estimates, Î 
$3,557,585 In the supplementary es-$ 
tlmates for the fiscs) year ended |j 

l 31, and $382350 under Sched-I 
|ule “A,” to meet expenditures up tof 

81, 1948, not provided for inf 
i for that year. j

lish an adequate knowledge of eitheri the session. Coalition members re-1 
language. . | mained silent, with the exception ofjj

If a registrar cannot understand 
French, he will have to get an 
interpreter.

The new clauses are worded in 
conformity with sections of the 
Canadian Citizenship Act.

Herbert Gargrave (C.C.F., Mac­
kenzie) suggested to the House that 
to carry the provision through, 
everything to do with an election 
should be printed in both French 
and English.

In second reading debate during 
the afternoon sitting the House 
found itself back where it started 
when the session began more than 
six weeks ago, with C.C.F. members 
demanding votes for Japanese citi­
zens and compulsory registration 
and voting.

On the Japanese question there 
were the same cries of racial dis­
crimination in an hour-long debate 
that was a duplicate of those that 
kept the House occupied earlier in]

■MBHaHHHii "

Pearson Votes 

For Inclusion 

jOf Supervision
Labor Minister George 8. Pearson 

| yesterday voted with his Govern- 
; ment for inclusion in the Industrial 
j Conciliation and Arblratlon Act of 
| the clause requiring Government] 
j supervision of all strike votes.

Earlier, he had told the House that 
I he disagreed with his colleagues on 
5 that clause.

All day Tuesday Opposition mem-

I
bers tried in vain to force a recorded 
vote to see which side the minister 
would take.
They were frustrated on techni-

I
caliUes Tuesday, but achieved their 
aim yesterday when the bill was 
called for third reading.
Opposition Leader Harold Winch

I
 then moved an amendment to strike 
out the suoervision clause, had It 
voted down, and called for a division.
Coalition Government and private 
members voted solidly for inclusion 
of the clause for a 35-11 victory, with 
Thomas Uphill (Labor, Femie) 

throwring in his lot writh the C.C.F.
Herbert Gargrave (G.C.F., Mac­
kenzie) made a last affort to kill 
the bill by moving a six-months’ 
hoist, and when that failed, Mr.
Winch put up the Opposition's final 
protest by drawing Mr. Speaker’s at­
tention to the fact that the bill could 
not go through third reading then, 
since it had not been reprinted with 

Tuesday’s amendments.
In a moment, pages 

I the reprinted bilL

Lands and Forests Minister E. Tj 
Kenny, who tangled with Opposltioi 
Leader Harold Winch for a few 
minutes on C.C.F. policy Just before! 
the war; and Dr. R. R. Laird (Cln.,1 
Simllkameen), who has always been! 
"utterly opposed to giving Japanese! 
the franchise except those who" 
served in the armed forces.”

Much of the debate during second I 
reading was taken up by C.CJ. at-1 
tacks on Thomas King (Gin., Co-f 
lumbla) and D. C. Brown (Gin., 
Vancouver Burrard), members of the 
all-party elections act committee 
who signed a unanimous report in 
favor of compulsory registration and 
voting, but later, in the House, said 
they had changed their minds in 
deference to the wishes of con­
stituents.

Opposition members suggested! 
political expediency had influenced! 
their volte face, to which Mr. ]
|ave an emphatic denial

Bill Confuses 
Even Lawyers

Even legal men can't make head or I 
tail of British Columbia’s Corpora-1 
tlon Income Tax Act.

Vancouver lawyer, A. R. Mac-| 
Dougall (Gin., Point Grey), in thei 
House yesterday described it as the g 
worst drawn bill he had ever read.

"Obviously,’’ he said, "It was notg 
drawn by our own legislative coun­
sel, whose statutes are recognized g 
as the best in Canada.”

Finance Minister Herbert Ans-; 
comb confirmed that the bill had g 
been drafted by the National Gov­
ernment in strict conformity with! 
the Dominion act and acts of other g 
provinces.

"You’ve got to go to clause 39 tog 
find outSrtiat it's about,” he said. I 
"However, I am assured by the legal | 
department that the bill is in order.” |

The bill, of 45 pages and 65 sec-| 
tions, passed third reading.

Injunction Bill] 
Turned Down

A C.CJP. amendment to 
] permission of the Minister of 1 
before application is made to 
[courts for an Injunction in indu 
disputes was thrown out on second! 
reading in the House yesterday.

Moved by A. J. Turner (C.C.PJ 
Vancouver Eut), intention of the* 

[bill was to stop employers going tog 
the courts for interim Injunctions to^ 
tie up picketing for ten days or i 
When they knew they had no chancel 

permanent injunctions. I 
General Gordon Wismer | 

House the amendment toi 
Union Act proposed by^ 
would take sway I 

of both sides to resort to i
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Sale of Liquor by Glass Not Backed 
By Public Opinion Wismer Declares House à 

To ContimimmffnmnimmW’mmmmm
Same Old Story

One grows tired of the seemingly endless 11 
repetition of one of the commonest abuses of | 
the parliamentary system, the leaving of im- ri 
portant legislation to the last and its ramming | 
through them in the dying hours of the ses- [j 
sion in a half-digested state. Some of the h 
main bills of the present session of the Brit­
ish Columbia Legislature were presented in j 
that fashion, although nearly seven weeks of i 
talk and manoeuvre had gone before. Mean- | 
while an expenditure of some $91,000,000, | 
the five-year pact with Ottawa over crucial g 
taxes, the results of three heavy provincial | 
commissions of inquiry, a vast new pro- | 
gram of employer-labor relations, and other | 
matters of first importance to the Province I 
have received scanty enough consideration.

In three days with triple sessions the 
House has attempted to wind up one of the ji 
heaviest legislative programs that has ever | 
been laid before it.

The Provincial Government has ■ 
gone as far as it can go this yearj,

. to amend the Liquor Act, Attorney-h\ 
General Gordon Wismer told the il l 
House yesterday.

L “No plan can succeed unless there ^ 
f* is a strong body of public opinion M r 
gP behind It, and it’s not behind sale rf ;' 
p* of liquor by the glass," he said.

Charges by Opposition members -j f 
; * j of racketeering in beer parlor, 11- j|y 
[ jcence transfers kept the House ingjj 
[ ja state of tension for more than an if • 

hour, as amendments to the Liquor ^
-j Control Act went through commit-S 

Vjtee stage.
| Three Coalition members, Mrs.jp 
iNancy Hodges (Victoria), Dr. J. J.B 

• OUlis (Yale) and W. A. C. Bennett 1 
. i(South Okanagan), voted with then f 

C.C.F. on a defeated amendment toff- 
r1 prohibit transfer of licences alto-ii 
jgether. making them revert to the II 

«Crown when premises changed g 
,:j hands.

i
; ADMIT ABUSES 
IN VANCOUVER

j] Attorney-General Gdrdon Wls-E| 
mer dubbed the amendment a mover 

fÿ towards straight confiscation. "If I : 
ja man can’t sell the licence, how If; 
can he sell his hotel?" he asked. He I. 
conceded that there had been cer-1 
tain abuses in Vancouver, where j 
"certain undesirable characters” | 
had got hold of licences, but pointed F 
out that Government amendments | 
to the act enabled that situation tor . 
be dealt with.

Sale of sandwiches in beer par-j. |

■
inctioned. The
amendment by Jy 
make that pro. Ly? 
mer had drawn r 
>roblem of theL.

■ sandwich" orr 
ampetitlon with!

g5j
ers were divided | V 
amendment

Lientenant-Governor 
Banks at 11 a.m. jest 
rogued the second sessi 
ish Columbia’s 21st 
that sat 46 times since f 

The last sitting of th 
a 21-year-old record b; 
tog from 8:30 p.m. unt 
and clearing the orde 
every bill and motion 

In all, the House p 
102 measures, many o 
lowed by almost as mi 
ments as there were 
the original bills.
Least understood bi 

portant as affecting th 
income was the ^act t
Dominion-Provincial Aj 
gotiated by Premier J 
Ottawa late last year.

The new Labor Act 
duced the hardest foui 
the session requires $ 
vote under Governmen 
empowers the Ministei 
supervise votes on the 
conciliation awards an 
vision for revocable 
union dues.

1 Amendments to the* 
Liquor Act threw oH 

R permit system of liqiH
I ] provide for tighter coH 
R parlors, and new me^J
II drinking by minors. H 
H Forest Act amendn^E 
R new system directed a^8 
J | of the province’s m^R 
y wealth under a sch H 
R management licences. H 
H forestation mandatoi^B 
B for perpetual yield. I
[ j Hindus and Chines^B 
llnied enfrachlsementj R 
0 vote in Provincial elc^R 
B amendment to the P^B 

• lions Act which was ^R 
Bj all-party special con^R 
0 House last year. A H 
8 perpetual registratior^B
8 with permanent nur^B 
■ to electors for lden^H 
| poses.
| Public Schools AcH 
B correct administratif^ 
m arising from implem^H
9 Cameron Report last^J
I vide for automatic ^B 
1 teachers in the B.C. ^^B 
I eration. ^^B
H Three new "profes^R
| statutory recognitior^B 

of foresters, “agrolog^^B 
teachers.

Money acts inclu^B 
row (5,000,000 for n^B 
struction, another 
$15,000,000 from re^H 
for a three-year pla^B 
wfty construction, t^^R 
Increase the borro^B 
the B.C. Power Com^B 
000,000, previously $^R 

A new act for the^^RI 
Venereal Diseases nj R 
submit to diagnosis H 
an offence punish^^^B 
fines ranging up i R 
prisonment up to o^B 
ful defiance of doc^^H 
TAX EXKMPTION^^B 
UP TO $1,060 

Constitution AcH 
create a Departme1 
previously administ 
mlssioner, and gi1 
the Legislature inc­
itons up to $1,000 
indemnities, on proc

In the weeks that went | 
before debate dragged on turgidly, with only | 
routine and light legislation, for the most | 
part, offered. Then, in the final gallop, | 
the big bills came in; to be "considered," re- F 
ported out, voted on and made into law in a g 
scant few hours. Two results will be in- | 
evitable: next session the ‘‘amending’’ bills | 
tq cure the defects in these statutes will emerge k 
inj a shower; and the general public, which | 
has the first? interest in all laws made, will p 
awake with surprise to learn of some of the | 
bills that have become law while they slept. | 

It is a feather in no one’s cap to have this fe 
happen, least of all in the cap of those whose | 
duty it is to present public legislation. The | 
Dominion-Provincial agreement should have | 

Labor relations bbeen thoroughly argued, 
should not rest on the view of one man, no 
matter how expert he may consider himself. 
The primary functions of making laws and 
exacting taxe) are the chief rights of parlia­
ment, and they were not intended to be con­
ducted in any such fashion. Major legis­
lation, moreover, should be presented early 
so that the public may know what is in­
tended. That was not done, more is the 
pity. It has been the same old story, haste 
and regret.

allow music and soft drinks in the,
parlors, with John Mclnnis (Fort

I -----. ..J A T Tnrn«r fVonrmi-Georgei and A. J. Turner (Vancou­
ver Centre) opposed. Mr. Turner 
described “Juke boxes” as "vile 
thing» that should be thrown in the

The amendment was unn< 
It. Wismer pointed out,

board had authority to allow either 
•oft drinks or music at Its discre­
tion.

During second reading debate ear­
lier In the day. Opposition Leader 
Harold Winch charged the Govern­
ment with “evasion of a problem 
that must be faced.”

He told the House the CflP. had 
sent out questionnaires to group», 
representing a cross-section of the 
people of the Province.

Increase Is Due 
To Extra Work

County Court judges, who are to 
get $1,000 a year from the Province 
under a Mil passed by the Legis­
lature yesterday, will get that addi­
tion to the $6,600 they receive from 
Ottawa because of extra work they 
do for the Province.

This explanation was given to the 
House by Attorney-General Gordon 
Wismer yesterday.

He said that in every province ex­
cept British

natmed by House
Without opposition yesterday, the 

Provincial Legislature put through 
final reading finance Minister Her­
bert Aneeomb’s bill to implement the 
Dominion - Provincial financial 
agreement negotiated In Ottawa late 
last year by Premier John Hart.

It Is operative from April 1, but 
stilt requires ratification by the Do­
minion Parliament

Winch declared that the re­

fait there was a
for changes. If the At

prepared to
in, then he should api

to have a
hideth. Columbia, County 

Court Judges receive an additional 
amount yearly for work In connec­
tion with probate and succession 
duty and other matters beyond 
their duties as County Court Judges.

Recent Increases made In the sal­
aries by Ottawa took Into account 
the fact that Judges were being paid 
additional amounts by the provinces, 

| whereas that was not the case In

____

iTv



APRIL

ou sc Sits 46 Tlines During Session
\To Complete

Lieutenant-Governor Cbarle* A. |

cial Game Board, which will

°f 102 Measures

Die or unwUl-^rr,5v /V '. J - '' i
y they may k'V ' • - - |
of the high- i' I1!- V A

rmanently r;; 8$fST-T-V ? 
n amendment

elude representatives of sports i_ 
sociations under an amendment to P 
the Game Act.

Owners and drivers of motor 
vehicles who are unable or un will- 
ing to pay for injury 
cause to other users 
ways will be per 
“grounded" under an amendment j 
to the Motor Vehicle Act which re- j 
produces in British Columbia 
plan of highway safety respon- 
sibility that has been in operation U * 
in Manitoba for just over a year. Ÿ"

A new Societies Act and amend-1 
ments in the Insurance Act will t; 
curb illegal activities of certain | 
health and death benefit societies11 __ 
which were the subject of investiga- ;V; 
tion by two Royal Commissions, * ' X. 
whose reports to the Government ^ 
early this year stirred the House-;! 
to storms of protest.

Fixing of Wednesday closing by > 
municipal councils on a 75 per cent b 
petition of businesses affected will!; 
become mandatory under amend-j 
ments to the Shops Regulation and!
Weekly Holiday Act.

County Court Judges, now paid jS - , 
$6,600 a year by Ottawa, will get y- 
an extra $1,000 from the province | 
to remunerate them for services 
beyond their duties on the bench. M

He

Legislature may 
have been bowing to the Canadian Citizen­
ship Act when it introduced a requirement 
that new voters in provincial affairs must 
understand either French or English when 
they apply for registration, but the effect 
will be slight. It is extremely unlikely that 
the newly-enfranchised sections of the com­
munity, including East Indians and Chinese 
will apply for registration in the French 
tongue. They are far more likely to use 
English, and to use it fluently and well. The 
same may be said of such Japanese voters as 
saw war service in a British uniform.

The inserted clause in the B.C. Elections 
Act sets a precedent in this province. Not 
before, in so far as we are aware, has there 
been any such reference on the statute books 
of the Province. The sober truth has been 
that, in spite of four generations of schooling J 
in French in our elementary and senior 
schools, few Canadians who are not of French 
origin have acquired even a smattering of 
that language. The picture of poll clerks 
rushing for an interpreter to understand 
French when iris spoken has its own appeal, 
but it is not a very practical one.

Since the ballot papers will be printed in 
English and the whole election process con­
ducted in the same tongue, one wonders why 
the Legislature saw fit to write this very 
curious section intq the bill which has now 
become an act. For all of the good that it 
will do, the statute might as well have read 
"Chinese" or "Arabic"; indeed the former 
would have been a bow in the direction of at 

: least one portion of the newly enfranchised 
voters of British Columbia, and there inter­
preters would have been available readily 

If the Province is consistent, it will now 
send all its poll clerks to university to learn 
the French tongue; a proceeding which 
judging by former scholastic attainments 
should not require more than twenty-five 
years

Banks at 11 a.m. yesterday pro- b 
! rogued the second session of Brit­

ish Columbia’s 21st Legislature 
that sat 46 times since February 11.

The last sitting of the House set 
a 21-year-old record by deliberat­
ing from 8:30 p.m. until 5:24 a.m. 
and clearing the order paper of 
every bill and motion remaining.

In all, the House put through 
102 measures, many of them fol­
lowed by almost as many amend­
ments as there were sections in 
the original bills.
Least understood but most im­

portant as affecting the Provinces’s 
income was the act to ratify the 
Dominion-Provincial Agreement ne­
gotiated by Premier John Hart in 
Ottawa late last year.

The new Labor Act which pro­
duced the hardest fought battles of 
the session requires a compulsory 
vote under Government supervision, 
empowers the Minister of Labor to 
supervise votes on the acceptance of 
conciliation awards and makes pro­
vision for revocable check-off of 
union dues.

Amendments to the Government 
j Liquor Act threw out the whole 
I permit system of liquor purchases,
I provide for tighter controls of beer 
I parlors, and new measures to curb 
j drinking by minors.

Forest Act amendments set up aj 
I new system directed at conservation 
I of the province’s major source of 
I wealth under a scheme of forest]
I management licences. It makes re- 
I forestation mandatory to provide 
for perpetual yield.

Hindus and Chinese, hitherto de* 
Inied enfrachisement, will get the 
vote in Provincial elections under an 
amendment to the Provincial Elec­
tions Act which was reviewed by an 
all-party special committee of the 
House last year. A new system of 
perpetual registration will be set up 
with permanent numbers allocated 
to electors for identification pur­
poses.

Public Schools Act amendments 
correct administrative difficulties 
arising from implementation of the 
Cameron Report last year, and pro­
vide for automatic membership of 
teachers in the B.C. Teachers’ Fed­
eration.

Three new “professional” acts give 
statutory recognition to the status 
of foresters, “agrologists,” and music 
teachers.

Money acts include one to bor­
row $5,000,000 for new bridge con- 

Istruction, another to appropriate 
$15,000,000 from revenue surpluses 
for a three-year plan of new high­
way construction, and a third to 

Uncrease the borrowing power of; 
[the B.C. Power Commission to $30,-1 
000,000, previously $20,000,000.

A new act for the Suppression of! 
Venereal Diseases makes failure to 
submit to diagnosis and treatment 
an offence punishable either by] 
fines ranging up to $100 or im­
prisonment up to one year for wil­
ful defiance of doctor’s orders.
TAX EXEMPTIONS 
UP TO $1,000

| Constitution Act Amendments 
create a Department of Fisheries, 
previously administered by a com­
missioner, and give Members of 
the Legislature income tax exemp­
tions up to $1,000 of their $3,1 
indemnities, on production of 
era for expenses chargeable to

■■■■■■■pH

Bilingual Voters?
The British Columbia
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‘Judgment’ Fund To Protect 
Auto Accident Claimants

May Take Some Time 
To Effect Scheme Tempers Tested As 

Weary M.L.A.S Debate 
Forestry Measure

Govern
ProvideThe financial responsibility 

plan for British Columbia motor­
ists, provision for which is made 
In a bill before the B.C. Leglsla- 

probably not

Legislation to provide British 
Columbia with an automobile ! 
safety responsibility plan similar 
to that in use in Manitoba was 
introduced in the B.C. Legisla­
ture Friday by Attorney-General 
Gordon S. Wismer.

The legislation, introduced as 
a bill to amend the Motor-Vehicle 
Act, also provides for an unsatis­
fied judgment fund, to which car 
owners will contribute up to $1 
per year. The sections of the 
bill dealing with the safety re­
sponsibility plan and the unsatis- 

I fled judgment fund will not 
into effect until they have

Reject Change On 
Appeals By teachers

British Columbi 
new labor code, i 
past weeks has n 
major behind-the-sJ 
in government cl 
through second ra 
B.C. Legislature M 
noon after a twl 
which wound up wl

The debate hearcl 
ter George S. Peal 
was in an embarrJ 
ment since he waJ 
bill with provision 
ment supervision J 
a measure he did 1 
and which in hiJ 
unworkable. I

The debate alsJ 
Winch, C.C.F., Bifl 

I the government, I 
I this measure, woil 
; its own defeat at I 
next general elecl 
Uphill, lone laborB 
diet it woûld leal 
warfare.

I The bill, repeall 
lumbia's old Indil 
tion and Arbitral 
replacing the wail 
labor code, P.C. I 
went through $1 
with unanimous ■ 
Coalition member* 
opposition of the I 
bers and Mr. Upl* 
was called by Opl 
Harold E. Winch!
WILL SEEK AÆ

Failing in thei! 
I bill at second reaH 
I plan to attempt eH 
I ment when the ■ 
Imittee of the wh<H 
[third reading, Hfl 
I C.C.F., MackenzW 
I tion spokesman ■ 
Idicated. H
I Mr. Pearson dH 
I tion of sponsor* 
I contained provisH 
I believe in, claimH 
I much good for lH 
I ing the past 14 
I office as labor ■
I was confident hH 
I good for labor. H 
I Opposition Le^| 
Itioned the set-uH 
I Pearson opposinH 
I bill and at the 
I responsible for H 
I vision work.,
I Mr. Pearson 
I cated he was st^J 
I administration H 
I turning over hi^J 
I which would beH 
I bill is proclain^J 
I come into eff<H 
I Indicated, at ab^| 
I the new Domii^J 
I tion is proclainH 
1 Mr. Pearson ■

Bture today, will 
I come into effect for some time. 
L Both amendments to the 

Motor-Vehicle Act and the Insur- 
; ance Act which make provision 
3 for the new scheme, copied from 
| the Manitoba scheme, are pro- 
* clamation measures to come into 
| effect on a day to be fixed by the 
| Lieutenant-Governor-in "

The B.C. Legislature Friday 
saw the unusual situation of the 
C.C.F. Opposition voting with the 
government against an amend-

8 ment proposed by a private gov- I ernment member. '
I c. W. Morrow, Coalition, North 

had proposed an
Council.

Officials feel it may take some 
time to set up the machinery to 
get the plan rolling.

Included in the scheme is an 
unsatisfied judgment fund to! 
which car owners will be re­
quired to pay up to $1 annually. 
It is felt that this money could 
be collected most readily when 
motorists buy their auto license 
plates and' therefore no attempt 
may be made to levy this fee 
until next February when auto 
licenses are again due.

The fund will be maintained 
between $150,000 and $250,000 to 
pay persons who are unable to 
collect damages awarded by

Okanagan, . .
amendment to the bill to amend 
the Public Schools Act which 
would provide for appeals of 
ratepayers to go not to the Lleu- 
tenant-Governor-in-Council byt to 
the courts.

When the amendment came up 
for vote during committee of the

_______ ___________ _________ _ whole, Mr. Morrow asked for a
his auto license if he is involved || standing vote and won the sup­
in an accident in which death, E port of several government mem- 
injury or property damage of $25 g bers. But the C.C.F. as a block 
or more takes place until damage H an(j the remainder of the govern- 
claims resulting from the acci- É ment joined to snow under the 
dent have been settled and proof h amendment, 
of financial responsibility of the É Mr. Morrow contended it was 
driver has been produced. a “dangerous policy to restrict

If, however, the driver, whose | ratepayers’ rights to go to 
license or registration is subjectif courts.” He contended the
♦ a Dllpnanoinn rii’nrl 11 ov, nllf A n ____ : 1

come
I bee proclaimed by the Lieuten-1 
| ant-Govemor-in-Council.
1 The proposed legislation pro-1 

vides for the superintendent oi Ï 
motor-vehicles to prohibit a I 
driver from driving and suspend |

HON. E. T. KENNEY 
* ‘ told to keep cool.

| Committee-of-the-whole consid­
eration of the proposed Forest 
'Act amendments to set up sus­
tained yield forestry in British 
Columbia got off to a fiery start 
in the B.C. Legislature Monday 
night but Lands and Forests 
Minister E. T. Kenney, after a 
short clash with the C.C.F., suc­
cessfully piloted the bill through 
for third reading.

It was slow, hard slugging for 
a while as the Legislature in 
committee

Winch Bill Accepted
By Labor Minister

considered the sus­
tained yield part sub-section by 
i sub-section and fitted into the 
web of the proposed legislation 
17 amendments to the one sec­
tion.

Drawing on the brief of the! 
| Canadian Society of Forest En*| 
gineers presented to the govern-i 

wanted!

Labor Minister George S. Pear­
son is apparently accepting Oppo­
sition Leader Harold E. Winch’s 
proposed amendment to the An­
nual Holiday’s Act which will 
provide for sums due in lieu of 
holiday time be considered wages.

Mr. Winch’s bill is designed 
to plug a loop-hole found since 
the original act came Into effect 
last year.

Mr. Pearson has placed on the 
B.C. Legislature’s order paper 

! an amendment to Mr. Winch’s 
bill which adds other provisions 

I but does not subtract from Mr. 
[Winch’s proposal.________ _____

i ment, C.C.F. members 
explanations from Mr. Kenney 

j on why these unaccepted recom- 
| mendations were not accepted.

Mr. Kenney explained that 
of the society.representations 

and others had been considered 
and those acceptable ones had: 
been incorporated in the pro­
posed act.

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch noted that the legislation 
was highly technical, and since 
he was an electrician and the 
minister was a storekeeper, tech­
nical advise was needed.

“I'm not a forest engineer,” 
said Mr. Kenney, “but I was 
working in the forest before you 
were dry behind the ears.”

Mr. Winch replied that Mr. 
[Kenney would get along a lot

3 Sittings Daily 
Start Tomorrow

To Help Prospectors
A Petroleum and Natural Gas 

Act, designed to encourage de­
velopment of petroleum 4M- 
natural gas resources in B.C., 
was Introduced by Lands and 
Forests Minister E. T. Kenney 
in the B.C. Legislature Friday.

The act sets out provisions lor 
permits to prospect, licenses to 
drill and leases to produce both 
petroleum and natural gas. Pro­
visions are also made fqr re­
funding of rentals during the 
first year of prospecting or

The act would also permit an 
operator to group adjacent 
licenses or leases held, not ex-

Bevelop Hot Springs 
Por Arthritic* Urged
' Development of hot springs 
and other natural medicinal re­
sources to aid those suffering 

[from arthritis was recommended 
trnLthe report of the legislative 
social welfare and education com­
mittee read in the B.C Legis­
lature Friday.

The committee also recom­
mended “that, In view of the seri­
ous social and economic problem 
involved In the Increasing inci-

The B.C. Legislature, In a drive 
to wind up the current session, 
which started Feb. 11, by Wed­
nesday night with formal proro­
gation probably Thursday, will 
start sitting three times a day 
starting tomorrow.

Morning sittings are scheduled 
for tomorrow morning and Wed­
nesday morning. They will prob­
ably start at 10.30.

The House will then rise for a 
lunch period and reconvene at 
2.30 In the afternoon. Evening 
sittings will be at 8.30.

j more quickly if the minister did; 
not lose his temper.

“Is that a promise or a 
threat?” asked Mr. Kenney. 

Later Herbert Gargrave, 
Mackenzie, said he wasC.C.F. ■■ _

willing to work all night to gel 
bis questions answered.

H. J. Welch, Coalition, Comox, 
said he was satisfied the bill! 
would make a “dam good act.”

“I deplore this bickering across 
the floor," he said, adding that 
Ilf members kept cool they would 
get good legislation.

of arthritis and other
eight In number, but

Mr. Gargrave said he was m 
5bickering, but members shoul 
have had an opportunity, by r 
ferring the bill to a legislates 
standing committee, to get expei
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Government Supervision Of Strike Votes 
I Provided For In Bill Before Legislature

British Columbia’s proposed 
| new labor code, which during ; 

past weeks has precipitated a 
major behind-the-scene struggle 
in government caucus, went ! 
through second reading in the | 
B.C. Legislature Monday after- 
noon after a two-hour debate 
which wound up with a division, j 

The debate heard Labor Minis­
ter George S. Pearson admit he 1 
was in an embarrassing predica­
ment since he was sponsoring a 
bill with provision for govern­
ment supervision of strike votes, , 
a measure he did not believe in , 
and which in his opinion was 
unworkable.

I The debate also heard E. E. 
jP Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, predict I 
"S the government, as a result of 
U| this measure, would bring about 
I, its own defeat at the polls in the 
9 next general election, and Tom 
9 Uphill, lone labor member, pre- 
m diet it woûld lead to industrial 
J warfare.

The bill, repealing British Co- 
I lumbia’s old Industrial Concilia- 
] tion and Arbitration Act, and 
I replacing the wartime Dominion 
I labor code, P.C. 1003, however,
I went through second reading 
J with unanimous support of the 
I Coalition members and unanimous 
1 opposition of the 10 C.C.F. mem- 
I bers and Mr. Uphill. The division 
I was called by Opposition Leader 
I Harold E. Winch.
I WILL SEEK AMENDMENTS

Failing in their attack on the 
I bill at second reading, the C.C.F.
■ plan to attempt extensive amend- 
I ment when the bill goes to com- 
Imittee of the whole House before 
■third reading, Herbert Gargrave,
■ C.C.F., Mackenzie, chief opposi­
tion spokesman in the debate, in- 
|dicated.

Mr. Pearson defended his posi- 
I tion of sponsoring a bill which 
] contained provisions he did not 
I believe in, claiming he had done j much good for labor in B.C. dur- 
I ing the past 14 years he had held 
I office as labor minister and he 
I was confident he could do more 
I good for labor.

Opposition Leader Winch ques­
tioned the set-up of having Mr.
1 Pearson opposing a section of the 
I bill and at the same time being 
I responsible for making that pro- 
I vision work.

Mr. Pearson, however, indi- 
I cated he was stepping down from 
I administration of labor affairs,
I turning over his duties to a board 
I which would be set up before the 
I bill is proclaimed. The bill will 
I come into effect, Mr. Pearson 
I indicated, at about the same time 
I the new Dominion labor legisla- 
I tion is proclaimed.
I Mr. Pearson regretted all labor

HON. GEORGE S. PEARSON 
... embarrassed.

and management had not settled 
down to collective bargaining.
There was too much jockeying 
for position by either side, he 
said.

POWERS OF REFEREE
One of the most difficult prob­

lems to be handled was unfair 
practice on the part of employers 
and employees, he continued.
Provisions in the bill gave concili­
ation board powers of a referee 
to study disputes to see if they 
could not be conciliated without 
going to court.

In the matter of the supervised 
strike vote, the minister said 
many unions already included in 
their constitution provision for 
a secret ballot on the strike vote, 
and he believed the government 
could depend on the honor of 
labor organizations to take the 
secret ballot if instructed to do 

j so by the government.
; Representations of labor had 
| caused him to reconsider penal­
ties imposed for infractions of 
the act, he said, and he would 
sponsor amendments to provide 
that the penalties be cut in half.
A clause in the bill which would 

I provide penalties against the ,
| individual union members will bo ' dlv,denc,s- 
| struck out.

j with request found in a manage­
ment brief presented in February, j 

I ‘OUT OF HARMONY'
I “The bill is in harmony v 
' the thoughts of B.C. industrial-1 
: ists and out of harmony with the 
' thoughts of labor In B.C.,” he |
I said.
1 Mr. Gargrave did not believe I 
Mr. Pearson could excuse him- ■

1 self from the responsibility of n 
introducing a bill containing 
clauses with which the minister 
disagreed.

He accused the government, j 
particularly the Conservatives, of 
being willing to listen to anything 
said against labor in the matter gig 
of taking strike votes but warned Ï™ 
that unions were determined no g 
legislature in B.C. or anywhere I 
else in the world was going to 1 
take away the right to strike. I 

For, so far as Mr. Gargrave 9 
was concerned, the bill would do 9 
just that. The act, he maintained, | 
would allow employers to stall j 
off a strike vote until they had 9 
broken all possibilities of a strike. I 

He termed the penalties pro-1 
visions the most dangerous and I 
reactionary sections of the act ■ 
and suggested they had been in- g 
eluded because of the wave of 
anti-unionism which swept North 
America following election of the 
Republicans to power in the U.S. g 

Mr. Uphill warned the legisla-1 
ture that if it passed the bill I 

! it was putting provision on the j 
statutes which could not be er 1 
forced.

“I'm sure the minister knows 1 
that deep down in his heart,” lie | 
said, “instead of industrial peace, 1 
you are going to set up industrial 1 
war,” he said. “I heartily believe 1 
that the United Mine Workers of I 
America, at least, are never going | 
to give up their right to strike.”

He denied that labor union offi­
cials were fomenting strikes and 
protested it was often the task j 
of these officials to keep men 
at work when they had unscrupu­
lous employers.

Mr. Uphill suggested that If I 
the government supervised strike F 
votes, it should supervise direc 
tors’ meetings at which compan 
ies decided how to gain larger I

M

! Mr. Gargrave said the proposed 
| bill was not a good one and would 
j not do what it should. He termed 
it a step backward in the progress 
of labor. The minister, Mr. Gar-, 
grave said, was marring a good 
record.

A. J. McDoncll, Coalition. Van j 
couver Centre, claimed labor's I 
right to strike was preserved ir>| 
the bill, but the rights and privi- r 
leges of these outside unions and I 
management must not be over j 
looked.

In the bill, Opposition Leader 1 
! Winch saw the rule of Toryism j

The supervised strike vote j over the executive cabinet and J 
cpuld only create unnecessary an- the decay of Liberalism in the j
tagonism on the part of labor, 
he continued, and said he felt 
Mr. Pearson should have con­
sulted labor before the bill was 
drafted. However, he claimed, the
pill included many clauses in line 1 ment.

government caucus. He charged 1 
Mr. Pearson had succumbed to | 
sponsoring something he did not j 
believe in because he did not j 
wish to embarrass the govern- j

.New B.C. Labor Code 
Before Legislators 

I At Morning Session
The B.C. Legislature at 10.30 

I this morning began working on 
I the government’s proposed new 
I labor code, the most contentious 
I issue before the Legislature dur- 
| ing the current session.

The problem involved is the I passing of 76 sections and fitting 
I into these or rejecting a total of 
I almost 100 C.C.F. and govem- 
|ment amendments.

In the first hour the House 
I had passed on 10 sections of the 
I bill.

On the first section considered 
I today, Opposition Leader Harold 
IE. Winch called a standing vote 
I on whether or not a C.C.F.
I amendment to the bill, which 
I would bring domestic, farm 
I labor, hunters and trappers,
I under the provisions of the code.
I The House voted on straight 
I party lines, with Mr. Pearson’s 
I amendments getting a steady 
I chorus of “ayes” from the Co- 
I alition, and A. J. Turner, C.C.F.,
I Vancouver East, losing steadily 
Ion his amendments.
| COMPANY UNIONS

Mr. Turner objected to the I I designation of employees’ organ!- f 
I zations. They meant the same I 
I as company unions, he said, and I 
I company unions “had a pretty | 
J smelly history in B.C.”

Mr. Pearson failed to see that I 
I trade unions had anything to 1 
1 fear from company unions. Be-1 
I tween April, 1946, and February, [ 
11947, he said, 1,793 unions were j 
1 certified and only 29 of these | 
I were company unions.

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F. whip, I 
I Mackenzie, was dubious. To pre- j 
I vent formation of trade unions, J 
I employers used various methods, f 
I such as setting up benefit clubs | 
I and so on, as a hidden basis for j 
I a company union, he said, add- 
I ing that these methods made it J 
I hard to prove an employer had B 
I contravened the act by setting fl 
J up a company union.

The C.C.F. was also unsuccess-1 
I ful in efforts to have clauses I 
I struck out which prohibited I 
I trade union representatives from I 
J approaching employees during I 
I working hours. Mr. Pearson I 
1 said unions now wanted every-1 
I thing handed to them and sug- [ 
I gested they would degenerate to I 
I nothing if they did not have to I 
I put up some sort of fight for | 
| what they wanted.

The section would allow em-1 
I ployers to intimidate employees I 
I by refusing to allow them to dis-1 
I cuss formation of unions, Mr. | 
I Gargrave protested.

ËBH
|Two-Year Term For 
lAldermen, Councillors!

City aldermen and munlcii 
I councillors will serve two-year] 
I terms in future.

Provision for this is contain 
I in amendments to the Munie*
I Act introduced in the B.C. Legis. 
liant re this afternoon. The ai 
I also provides for roughly hal: 
lot present aldermen and coi 
[cillors who recorded the 
I number of votes to serve a 
I ond year without going “
I electors.
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Contractors To Get Allowances 
To Provide For Rising Costs

The provincial government will 
make arrangements for the up­
ward revision of public works 
contracts to cover rising costs 
caused by circumstances beyond 
the control of the contractors.

In a statement to the B.C. Leg­
islature this afternoon, Works 
Minister E. C. Carson explained 
that contractors now find them­
selves financially embarrased.

"This has been confirmed on 
reference to their bankers,” said 
Mr. Carson. "They have peti­
tioned the government for re­
dress, basing their petition on 
be :h legal and moral grounds.”

The government has met with 
their request and is planning to 
have the legislature approve the 
sending of the petition of the con­
tractors to a judge of the Su­
preme Court or of the Court of 
Appeal "to sit as an arbitrator to 

I determine what is the fair and 
equitable amount by which such 
contract prices should be in­
creased.”

| $15,000,000 INVOLVED
Involved is about $15,000,000 

I worth of contracts, including two 
j of the largest road building pro- 
Sjects undertaken by the govern- 
I ment in years—the building of 
I the John Hart Highway to link 
j Prince George with Dawson 
| Creek, and the Hope-Princeton 
| Road.

The petition was made by 
I Campbell Construction Co. Ltd.; 
Fred Mannix & Co. Ltd.; Daw­
son, Wade & Co. Ltd.; General 
Construction Co. Ltd.; Emil An­
derson Construction Co.; W. C. 

j Arnett & Co. Ltd.; Campbell- 
I Mannix Co.

The contractors have claimed 
I that the following circumstances 
beyond their control have caused 

| prices to rise:
1. Amendments to the Hours 

| of Work Act and the Annual 
I Holidays Act during the 1946 
j session of the Legislature.

2. Directives by the Regional 
I War Labor Board, granting wage 
1 increases.

3. Orders of the Motor Car- 
I riers’ Branch of the Public 
I Utilities Commission, increasing 
[ truck hire rates.

4. Orders of the Prices Board 
[ increasing prices of materials.

5. General shortage of men,
[ materials and machines.

Mr. Carson told the Legislature
1 the accepted tenders for the Pine 

(John Hart), and Hope-
nee ton Road projects were 21 

cent below the average of 
tenders submitted, 44 per 

below the estimates sub-
2 mitted by the department en- 

neers when tenders were called
54 per cent below the de- 
nent engineers estimates 

ised on present costs and bids 
j now being submitted.

The Highway Board of the 
I works department had estimated 
J minimum increases at 10.4 per 
I cent due to provincial legislation 
| and 10 per cent due to labor 
j board awards, Mr. Carson said.

, "Your government has come to 
in view of 

...M '

said Mr. Carson. "It seems 
hardly fair to dismiss their case 
without a thorough investiga­
tion.”

He said some of the firms may 
be facing bankruptcy, which if 
it occurred would result in all 
sorts of difficulties.

lMy department simply has 
not the equipment or men to 
take over the work; and other 
contractors have all they can 
handle at the moment,” he said. 

‘The businesslike thing to do is 
find some way to make it pos­
sible for the contractors now on 
the various projects to carry on. 
Otherwise there seems to be no 
hope of completing the work on 
schedule and, in the meantime, 
there is a large public invest­
ment of no benefit to anyone.”

Î

Province To Collect 
Slaughter Levy

A special provincial levy on M
| beef cattle sold for slaughter will fll ajreatjy provided from Squamish 
I he augmented under an amend- BBS ,T________

Will Spend $200,000 
On Equipment For 
Government Railway

Premier John Hart announced I 
today the B.C. Government would i 
make available to the provinci-| 
ally-owned P.G.E. railway 
further $200,000 to purchase I 
equipment for passenger and 
freight services to be operated | 
over the new Hart highway.

Legislation to provide the rail­
way company with an exclusive j 
franchise for freight and pas- J 
senger services over the high- | 
way, scheduled to be completed 
this fall, is now before the Legis-1 
lature. The bus and truck ser-1 
vices will be linked with those T 
of the P.G.E. railway, providing g 
42-hour service from Dawson | 
Creek to Vancouver.

The bus service will provide I 
three trips weekly from Dawson 
Creek to Quesnel. From there 
passengers will be transferred to I 
the railway for the trip to Squa- 

■ mish. Steamship connections are ]

be augmented under an amend- in 
ment to the Beef Cattle Produ- ■ 
cers’ Assistance Act to provide 
for a 30-cent per animal tax on 
all animals, other than cows,

I shipped out of the province for 
slaughter.

The proposed amendment was 
introduced in the B.C. Legislature 
Monday by Agriculture Minister 

E Frank Putnam.
The shippers will pay the tax I 

on the cattle shipped from the I 
province.

The revenue from the fund is j 
turned over to cattle producers j 
"for the promotion of work for j 
the benefit of the beef cattle in­
dustry.”_______ V |

II

| Labor Men Predict 
I Industrial Warfare

Passage of British Columbia’s | 
proposed new labor code wiil I 
provoke industrial warfare, offi-1 
cers of the B.C. Federation of | 
Labor (C.C.L.) predicted today.

After the bill had gone through I 
second reading in the B.C. Legis- | 
lature Harold Pritchett and Dan­
iel O’Brien, on behalf of the j 
labor organization, issued the fol 
lowing statement:

"Officers of the B.C. Federation I 
of Labor regret the action of 
the Hart government In the pas­
sage of Bill 39, even in its 
amended form. The act, when I 
proclaimed, will not make for I 
industrial peace, but will, in its ] 
practical application, provoke in­
dustrial war and will unite organ 
ized labor and the people in oppo- I 
sition, and may well bring the [ 
downfall of the government.”

To Pay For Wastage
Wasteful forest operators will I 

have to pay the provincial gov­
ernment for their wastefulness in j 
future.

The B.C. Legislature Monday I 
night passed an amendment to | 
the Forest Act which will p; 
an entirely new principle, 

"^ndment the f—'**' 
ess op<
: taxes <

to Vancouver.
Inauguration of the service will J 

cut from 64 to 42 hours the time j 
for the trip from Dawson Creek I 
to Vancouver. At present service I 
is provided by the Northern | 
Alberta Railways, linking Edmon- j 
ton and Dawson Creek, and by I 
the C.N.R. from Edmonton to I 
Vancouver. The distance will be g 
cut from 1,266 to 747 miles.

Mr. Hart said the appropriation I 
would be used to purchase three | 
50-passenger buses, three seven- 
passenger automobiles, f our j 
trucks with 10-ton pay loads, four j 
four-wheel trailers with 10-ton I 
pay loads, and four 1%-ton panel I 
trucks for transportation of ex- j 
press goods.

The three passenger buses will I 
be of modern type, equipped with I 
reclining chairs so that pas- j 
sengers may sleep en route. The 
three seven-passenger auto­
mobiles are to meet chartering j 
|requirements, the Premier said.

To improve services on the | 
railway itself the government is j 
providing $663,000 which will be j 
used to purchase 75 new standard I 
steel box cars, estimated to cost J 
$300,000; 21 new standard steel I 
flat cars, estimated to cost $75* I 
000; two new Mikado type loed-J 
[motives, at $210,000; one used I 
[passenger coach, $10,000; three 1 
used sleeping cars, $45,000; one | 
[used dining car, $13,000, and one I 
used baggage and express car, I
Wm&T

Cities Get Right To 
[Tax Beer, Business

British Columbia cities and | 
I municipalities will be given the I 
] power to impose taxes on busi-1 
[ness and beer parlors under I 
1 amendments to the Municipal I 
I Act introduced in the B.C. Legis-1 
I lature this alternoon by Muni-1 
I cipal Affairs Minister R C. | 
I MacDonald.

Taxes on beer parlors will | 
■range from $85 to $30, <
Ion the annual license 
[by the parlors to the U 

ntrol P““*

Serial Debentures 
I For City Financing

B.C. municipalities in the fu- 
ture will be required to raise 
money for local improvements by 
serial debentures rather than by 
loans to be paid off from sinking 
funds.

An amendment to the Local 
Improvement Act, introduced in 
the B.C. Legislature Monday by 
Municipal Affairs Minister R. C. 
MacDonald makes this provision.

Excluded from the provisions 
will be Vancouver and Victoria 
which are governed by separate 
charters.

The bill provides that the maxi­
mum period of loans will be 30 
years.ÜT _____IBB

To Check Charge 
Patients Neglected P

Provincial Secretary George S. I 
| Pearson assured the B.C. Legis- I 
I lature Monday night he would .1 
8 look into charges made by Her- 3 
Ibert Gargrave, C.C.F., Macken- JB 
■zfe, that Workmen’s Compensa-B 
Ition Board patients were not re- 

jeeiving proper care in hospitals.
Mr. Gargrave said one of the I 

I board’s patients in a Victoria hos­
pital had complained that he was 
| not getting proper care.

Mr. Pearson said he would 
I bring it to the attention of the j 
I board. If it were true, he said,
I he would cut off hospital grants.
I But he warned that the sick fre-1 
I quently complained of hospital) 
[services without justification.

I Ward System Goes
The provincial legislature is 

I abolishing the ward system in 
I municipal elections.
I Provisions are made for this 
jin proposed amendments to the 
| Municipal Elections Act intro­
duced in the B.C. Legislature 
I Monday by Municipal Affairs 
I Minister R. C. MacDonald.

■ 4

mu mm
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iongratulated On 68th Birthday Legislators Quit At 1.30 A.M 
After Eleven-Hour Sitting

■Monday was a day for the ex- ! 
Range of birthday felicitations in | 
Be B.C. Legislature.
E Opposition Leader Harold E. j 
BVinch said he felt sure he was j 
iupported by all members of the ! 
House in wishing Premier John | 
Hart happy returns on his 68th ! 
[birthday.
| If all the signs were correct, i 
said Mr. Winch, this was the last j 
birthday the premier would ob- ; 
serve in the B.C. Legislature for ! 
he would be going to the Senate 
shortly.

Mr. Hart, acknowledging the ! 
congratulations, said he was 
looking forward not so much to 
the Senate as to golf and fishing, i 

Mr. Winch also drew attention 
of the House to the recent birth­
days of Attorney-General Gordon ! 

I S. Wismer and his father E. E.

Is in the fu- 
■red to raise 
[rovements by 
Ither than by 
[from sinking

[to the Local 
[introduced in 
b Monday by 
Minister R. C. 
[his provision, 
he provisions 
and Victoria 

B by separate

The B.C. Legislature drove to­
wards prorogation this week, 
working into the small hours of 
this morning in an effort to clear 
the order paper of legislation.

At 1.30 this morning the Legis-. 
lature called it quits until 10.30, 
having sat for almost 11 hours 
during the day and early morn­
ing. Progress made during the 
three sittings practically assures

I that prorogation will be effected
Thursday.

During the evening sitting 30 
bills were considered, a majority 
of them in the committee stage 
followed by third reading.

Some of these measures finally- 
passed w ere among the most im­
portant considered at the current 
session, including amendments to 
the Forest Act to provide for sus­
tained yield forestry and amend­
ments to the Public Schools Act.[that the maxi-

■■■ns will be 30

Legal Terminology
At Highest PeakPREMIER JOHN HART

gallery. Tom Uphill, vete 
Labor member, was presei

H Winch, member for Burnaby.
I Later at a reception Mr. Hart i 
a was made an honorary life mem- j

The bill to ratify the Do-1 
minion-provincial tax agreement : 
was described in the B.C. Legis­
lature early this morning by ; 
Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch as the most wonderful j 
example of involved terminology. 
He defied anyone to understand 
what It was all about.

Premier John Hart, saying the ! 
best legal talent in Ottawa had 
been used in drafting the agree- :

Dominion social security scheme. 
He interpreted this and a clause 
of the bill as meaning that 
Ottawa was giving notice they 
were not taking responsibility J 
for unemployment relief.

Mr. Hart said that because 
Ottawa had not accepted unem­
ployment relief in the agreement 
did not mean they would not.

The bill went through second 
reading.

ber of the legislative with a brief case.
Iry George S. 
r B.C. Legis- 
lit he would 
fiade by Her- 
E.F., Macken- 
I’s Compensa- 
I were not re- 
lin hospitals. 
Id one of the 
I Victoria hos- 
Id that he was 
I care.
lid he would 
lention of the 
[true, he said, 
pspltal grants. 
|t the sick fre- 
p of hospital 
kstification. j

GIVE IT A TRIAL
rjX) ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES 

British Columbia’s Government Liquor 
Act will undergo no revolutionary changes 
as a result of amendments which Attorney* I 
General Wismer has submitted to the Legis­
lature. As already foreshadowed in these 
columns, the permit and ration system will j 
be discontinued, while the operation of beer | 
parlors will be subjected to more stringent | 
regulation tha.. has hitherto been the case. I 
Most people will applaud the Government j 
for its refusal to succumb to the blandish­
ments of the advocates of cocktail bars. Nor 
will many tears be shed over the fact that 
new facilities for the consumption of alco­
holic beverages in restaurants are not in­
cluded in the bill now under discussion.

• When Mr. Wismer explained the amend- 
ments in the Legislature on Friday, he was ! 
careful to point out that “beyond a few 
editorial comments there has been no vocal 
expression of opinion by the public generally 
in favor of any planned changes in the Act.” 
But he said he had been “inundated with 
resolutions, letters and telegrams, from 
large and influential groups protesting any 
change that would make liquor easier to 
get.” In this regard, incidentally, it is in­
teresting to note that those Vancouver 
newspapers that have adopted the most ! 
caustic editorial attitude toward this ques-i 
tion have assumed an intimate knowledge ! 
of the feelings of all the people of the ! 
province toward this highly controversial j 
subject. One afternoon daily, for example, 
tells us that “caucus after caucus had been 
held to debate it,” that “some members had 
argued for a democratic and honest com­
pliance with the vast majority of their con­
stituents,” and that “somewhere in the | 
shuffle they and the public got bamboozled.” j 

We are not familiar with the amount of 
time and attention the Coalition members 
devoted to the discusssion of the amending 
legislation behind closed doors, or how any 
section of the press has reached the conclu­
sion that “a vast majority” of the con- 
situents of the elected representatives of 
the people will consider themselves “bam­
boozled.” Such inquiries as we have made, 
however, convince us that practically no 
member of the Legislature outside of the 
metropolitan area of Vancouver has received 
specific instructions to demand.such changes 
as those vaguely advocated by journalistic 
voices. On the contrary; their generally sig­
nified desire was to leave matters as they 
were. This means, if it means anything at 
all, that there is a resentful feeling in a 
majority of the constituencies in the pro­
vince at this new manifestation on the part 
of certain interests in Vancouver to domin-

■■sane

Evasion Of Problem To Be Met 
Says Winch Of Liquor

Commis; ‘I think there is an I 
imperative need for greater i 
changes than were brought in.”

The present night club situa­
tion was a disgrace, Mr. Winch 
continued. People could not buy 
drinks so took bottles which were i 
kept under tables. The police ! 
knew but would not and could 
not do anything about it. “You 
can’t enforce it and shouldn’t en- j 
force it,” Mr. Winch said in sup­
port of police refusal to prose­
cute this type of offender against 
the act. On the other hand, he 
contended, if drinks were sold in 
the night clubs, then regulations 
governing bottles under the table 
could be stringently enforced.

So far as Mr. Winch was con­
cerned, the bill was an admission 
by the government that it had 
given way to the protests of the 
organized “drys”’ and had ig­
nored the desires of the “wets.”

However, he added, the C.C.F. 
would support the bill because it 
contained some small steps in the 
right direction.

C.C.F. Opposition Leader Harold 
E. Winch in the B.C. Legislature 
today condemned Attorney-Gen­
eral Gordon S. Wismer’e amend­
ment to the Liquor Act “merely 
an evasion of a problem that has 
to be tackled.”

j He condemned the government 
| for nof appointing a board of in­
quiry to go into the liquor ques-[egislature Is 

|rd system in tion right from production to 
consumption.

A C.C.F. questionnaire was 
sent out to a cross section of 
groups in the province which rep­
resent about 7,000 persons, he 
said.

There were 48 per cent in 
favor of appointment of a Royal 
Commission to study the liquor 
question; 69 per cent in favor of 
sandwiches being sold in beer 
parlors; 57 per cent in favor of 
music in beer parlors; 75 per 
cent in favor of restaurants be­
ing permitted to sell beer and 
light wines; 81 per cent in favor j 
of more stringent regulations re­
quiring beer parlors to improve 
conditions for patrons; 40 per 
cent in favor of cocktail bars; 54 
per cent in favor of hotels with 
beer licenses being permitted to 
serve guests in their rooms dur­
ing hours; 40 per cent in favor 
of hotel clubs being opened be­
tween 11 in the morning and 2 in 
the afternoon and again from 6 
in the evening to 11. An even 50 
per cent favored night dubs serv­
ing drinks.

This questionnaire showed a 
great many believed in the need 
for a fundamental change in 
liquor regulations in the prov­
ince, according to Mr. Winch.
If the Attorney-General was not 

prepared to bring in the neces­
sary changes, the C.C.F. leader 
said, then he should have been 
prepared tq bring in a Royal

hade for this 
Bments to the 
ks Act intro- 
t. Legislature 
cipal Affairs 
iDonald.

B.C. Judges To Get 
Increase Of $1000

An extra .$1,000 a year is pro­
vided for B.C. judges in an 
amendment to the County Courts 
Act, introduced in the B.C. Leg­
islature by Attorney-General Gor­
don S. Wismer Tuesday evening.

Judges already receive an in­
demnity of $6,000 a year from 
the federal government. The pro­
vincial act would provide an addi­
tion of $1,000 a year to thé#* 
salaries to be obtained frokT 
monies appropriated annually for 
that purpose, and failing such 
appropriation, out of consolidated 
revenue.

____
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Professional StatusStraith Suggests Victoria College Be 
Asked To Establish Medical School Granted Foresters

A bill, providing for establish­
ment of forestry as a profession, 
was introduced to the B.C. Legis­
lature Tuesday evening by H. J. 
Welch, Coalition, Comox. It was

the U.B.C. Board that Vancouver 
lacked cliniical facilities.

Moving a motion* which would 
call on the U.B.C. Boarfd to re­
consider its decision, Mr. Winch 
said: “We shoùjd make it abso­
lutely clear that this Legislature

Victoria College should be 
asked to establish a medical ■ 
school in Victoria, W, T. Straith, ■ 
Coalition, Victoria, suggested ini 
the B.C. Legislature Tuesday! 
night.

Mr. Straith’s suggestion camel 
following reports from Vancotir I 
ver that the University of British I 
Columbia board of governors had B 
decided no medical school could 
be established in Vancouver be­
cause of a lack of teaching beds 
and the lack of money provided ; 
by the government. The Legis­
lature last week had unani-1 
mously .passed a resolution call-1 
ing on the university board toi I 
begin a medical school this year. | j

“I am sure the (Victoria Col-11 
lege) board of governors would 1 j 
be happy to take $1,500,000 and Si 
find it adequate to establish aB 
medical school," said Mr. Straith. 8!

A medical school in Victoria, ! 
he claimed, would have the fol-Sj 
lowing advantages over one in B 
Vancouver: The housing problem B 
for students was not so acute, g 
and distances were not so great. !

Mr. Straith added that Victoria m 
College had the necessary 
physics, chemistry and biology m

Greater Tax Rights
the third act of establishment of 
professions to be Introduced dur­
ing the session.

To be eligible for qualification 
foresters would be required to be

For Municipalities
Implement ReportI not only expects but demands a 

medical school in 1947."
Several members rushed to 

their feet to; speak on the motion 
for the medical school has been 
among the most strongly sup- j 
ported demands of legislators this 
session.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Coalition, 
Victora, however moved adjourn­
ment of the debate.

residents of B.C. and members 
of the Association of B.C. Fores­
ters.

The act sets out the following 
names to constitute a body cor­
porate under the name of the 
association: F. D. Mulholland, C. 
D. Orchard and H. A. Richmond, 
all of Victoria; J. É. Liersch, R. 
M. Brown, L. R. Andrews, J. D. 
Gilmour, H. J. Hodgins and E. E. 
Gregg, all of Vancouver, and M. 
W. Cormely, Nelson.____________

I Legislation to give. B.C. Muni- 
Eg cipalities the power to impose a 
§3 three per cent tax on gross 
Ig revenues of public utilities is be- 
B fore thé B.C. Legislature today.
I This legislation, along with

I
 provisions to provide for a gen­
eral business tax and taxes on. 
beer parlors, was introduced in 
the B.C. Legislature Tuesday in 
the form of amendments to the 

9 Municipal Act by Municipal Af- 
» fairs Minister R. C. MacDonald. , 
j Utilities paying the three per ; 
I cent tax, will be exempted from 1 
8 the business tax.

Sandwiches, Music,
Soft Drinks Asked Vancouver To Set Power 

To Levy Business Tax
Power will be given the Van­

couver City Council, under 
amendments to the city’s charter 
introduced in the B.C. Legislature 
today, to levy a business tax and 
to increase the amount on which 
improvements may be taxed 
from 10 to 75 per cent.

The two provisions, Attorney- 
General Gordon S. Wismer ex­
plained, were to give Vancouver 
the same powers as to be given 
other municipalities in proposed 
amendments to the Municipal 
Act. Both provisions were re­
commended by the Goldenberg 
commission on provincial-muni­
cipal financial relations.

Bthe business tax. taxes in im- 
B provements including poll lines, 
| buildings and tracks, but utilities 
I will be required to pay land taxes.

Telephone companies will be B required to pay the taxes on the 
B basis of three per cent of gross 
B rentals from subscribers, includ- B ing toll charges within munici*
■ palities.

I The business tax is not man-
■ datory. This measure provides 
|H that the tax be based on, but not 
H exceed, 10 per cent of the rental 
g|| value of the business and allows
■ deduction of trade licenses paid.

I The annual tax on beer parlors
B will vary from $85 for those pay- 
Bing the Liquor Control Board a 
B fee of $600, down to $30 annually B for those paying a license fee of 
Bless than $350.
| The amendments will also

■ relieve municipalities of the cost
■ of transporting prisoners to pro- 
H vincial jails and for the mainten-
■ ance of prisoners under the sum-1
■ mary convictions act.

I The measures implement some
■ of the recommendations of the
■ Goldenberg commission on pro- 
| vincial-municipal financial rela-
■ tions.

I Amendments to the Village ]
■ Municipalities Act, to make,
■ similar provisions are also before
B the House. I

For Beer Parlors
The C.C.F. opposition is at­

tempting to make it possible for ' 
patrons in beer parlors to con­
sume sandwiches and soft drinks, 
along with their beer, with musi­
cal accompaniment.

Proposed amendments to the 
Government Liquor Act to effect 
this have been placed on the leg­
islative order paper by Herbert 
Gargrave, C.C.F., Mackenzie.

He would have the following 
section inserted in the act:

"Sandwiches and soft drinks 
may be served in that part of 
premises specified in the beer 
license and there shall be no pro­
hibition of music on such prem­
ises. "

Legislature Ratifies
Ottawa Tax Contract

The B.C. Legislature today 
finally approved the Dominion- 
provincial tax agreement which 
will guarantee British Columbia 
an annual minimum $18,000,000 
rental for income and corpora- j 
tion taxing rights on a five-year j 
lease.

The enabling bill went through 
third reading this morning after 
Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch gave up trying to find out 
what the agreement meant.

Mr. Winch said he would have 
to put confidence in the govern­
ment for he could not find a 
cabinet minister or a lawyer who 
could explain what the contract 
meant.

"You never did anything bet­
ter,” said finance Minister Her 
bert Anscomb.

Provisions of the contract, yet 
to be ratified by the House of 
Commons, will be dated from 
April 1.

G.C.F. Fail To Amend And Hoist 
New Labor Code In Legislature

wSch%^aLrv1te7^j
amendment"ment " ^

the bill amended and third read- the tnM rea”of thebm

The compulsory government- ^“osf 
supervised strike vote clauses, to 38
which the C.C.F. had strenuotisly Finally, Mr. Winch said the bill 
objected, now have been finally ™uld not b® read a third time 
passed. The bill will come Into “nce 11 had not been reprinted, 
effect on a date to be proclaimed Before the third reading 
by the Lleutenant-Govemor-in- motion was put, the reprinted 
Council, which Labor Minister 1 copies of the bill were distributed 
George S. Pearson has indicated hi the House, 
may be in June. The bill then went through

The C.C.F.’s final efforts third reading.

W. T. STRAITH

in here. He suggested the 
:hool could be opened this year. 
Opposition Leader Harold E. 
tinch opposed Mr. Straith’s sug- 
estlon saying the medical school

^™e».E,tWt

.

WÉ
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! Winch Fights Strike Vote Clause 
In Stormy Scene Of Legislature

The B.C. Legislature Tuesday 
aftérnoon was the scene of a 
dramatic incident as Opposition 
Leader Harold E. Winch at­
tempted to put Labor Minister 
George S. Pearson "on the spot." 
Mr. Winch’s efforts failed.

The incident came at the con­
clusion of a six-hour, two-sitting 
consideration in committee of 
the whole of the B.C. Govern­
ment’s proposed new labor code. 
During the morning and after­
noon sittings the House had 
worked hard on the contentious 
measure, on which the C.C.F. had 
contributed more than 50 amend- 

psg ments to the original bill and Mr. 
sH Pearson had contributed more 
|j than 40 amendments.

Each section of the 76-section 
bill, during the two'sittings, was 
considered, along with the gov­
ernment and Opposition amend­
ments if any.

Occasionally, the Opposition 
won a point, Mr. Pearson accept­
ing their amendments.

Then as the bill neared com­
pletion, the major struggle of thé 
Opposition began to shape up. 
__Mr. Pearson introduced an 
amendment to Section 72, the 
last but one of his long list of 
amendments. The amendment 
provided for a government super­
vised strike vote in all disputes. 
Mr. Pearson had previously an­
nounced he did not favor this 
clause.

Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F., Mac­
kenzie, then moved an amend­
ment to Mr. Pearson’s amend­
ment which would leave the 
strike vote to the discretion of 
the minister.

I "Answering Mr. Gargrave, Mr. 
Pearson said that so far as he 
knew British Columbia would be 
the first province in Canada to 
enact compulsory government 
supervised strike vote legislation, 

The Gargrave amendment was 
defeated and the Pearson amend­
ment accepted.

The section was then adopted 
in committee of the whole.

Mr. Winch appealed the de­
cision of the chairman, Tom Love, 
Coalition, Grand Forks-Grçen- 
wood. This, Mr. Winch hoped, 
would provide an opportunity for 
a recorded vote, in which Mr. 
Pearson would be forced to vote 
with the Opposition or reverse 
his previous stand of being op­
posed to the compulsory super­
vised strike vote clause.

"I expect Mr. Pearson to vote 
against Section 72," Mr. Winch 
had said.

Mr. Speaker Norman W. Whit­
taker, K.C., then took the Speak* 
er's chair. He said the division 
should have been called in the 
committee of the whole. 
APPEALS DECISION 

Mr. Winch appealed from Mr. 
| Speaker’s decision. He claimed 
the committee chairman could 
not call a division since he could 
not enter the Speaker’s chair 
to ring the division bell.

Mr. Speaker Whittaker said the 
only appeal from his decision 
was to the House.

"I appeal to the House," said 
Mr. Winch.

For a dramatic moment 
government members 
stood to have thein vote 

hile Mr. “

Then slowly and deliberately
Mr. Pearson rose to have his 
vote recorded with the govern­
ment members.

This vote, however, on a ruling 
of the Speaker, was a far cry 
from that which Mr. Winch had 
anticipated.

As the House returned to com­
mittee of the whole, Mr. Winch 
asked for a division on whether 
or not the House would accept 
the contentious compulsory strike 
vote clause.

"My honorable friend has lost 
his opportunity,’’ said Premier 
John Hart.

"You’re not going to get away 
with that, Mr. Premier," retorted 
Mr. Winch.

Mr. Winch asked Chairman 
Love for his ruling.

Attorney-General Gordon S. 
Wismer supported the Premier 
that the vote could not be put 
now.

Mr. Love ruled the division 
could not be put.

Mr. Winch appealed from Mr. 
Love’s decision on a point of 
order.

Mr. Hart noted that the ques­
tion was whether or not the Chair 
should be sustained.

Mr. Winch pleaded with him 
to reserve his decision on the 
point of order.

Mr. Speaker Whittaker said he 
would find it impossible to advise 
on a report so meagre as that 
given him by the committee 
chairman.

Mr. Winch, in a final effort, 
asked Mr. Hart to consent to 
having the decision reserved.

The question was put and lost 
by the C.C.F.

During the evening sitting 
when the bill again came up in 
committee of the whole for con­
sideration of two sections which 
had stood over during thé after­
noon, the Legislature wa sagain 
the scene of cross-fire,

"If you guys don’t want to
shut up, you’ll stay here all
night," said Mr. Gargrave, when
he was interrupted during the ■rmr
debate. fi v » B

When someone suggested he !
should withdraw a remark, he
retorted: “He’ll have to ring his 
bell till kingdom come to make
me withdraw."

A little later three Coalition 
members, when they unwittingly I 
voted against a C.C.F. amend­
ment endorsed by Mr. Pearson, I 
complained that they didn’t hear | 
thp proceedings.

-

AND THE STORM PASSED ON
MOTHING THE COALITION GOVERN- 

ment In general or the Minister of Labor 
In particular can do will please all the public 
and all the trade unionists all the time. So 
none was surprised that when Mr. Pearson 
explained the full Implications of what has 
come to be known as Bill No. 39—amending 
the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration 
Act—he mixed his personal views of the 
legislation with conflicting opinions held by 
his ministerial colleagues. If these candid 

"Î- expressions from the Minister in charge of 
* : the measure must be considered solely from 

the standpoint of Cabinet dissension, how­
ever, and thus deplored by certain disciples 
of rigid parliamentary custom, then our 
concept of democratic requirement may 
differ from that with which the public is 
familiar. For our part, on the other hand, 
we are of the opinion that Mr. Pearson’s 
explanation of his attitude toward this 
highly controversial subject was correct In 
every sense of the term.

As far as the stand taken by the Minister 
is concerned, the difficulty he experienced 
in reconciling his own views with those 
apparently held by the majority of his 
cabinet colleagues resided solely in the Bill’s 
stipulation for government supervision of 
any vote to decide whether or not to strike. 
British Columbia’s more or less recent ex­
perience in this regard is public property. 
Less than a year ago the lumber industry 
of this province was completely disrupted, 
output from the forests substantially re­
duced, and the welfare of a large number of 
families jeopardized through a strike deter­
mined largely on decisions taken by a show- 
of-hands vote. While this particular case of 
industrial and economic dislocation may not 
be considered the basic reason for important 
amendments to the Industrial Conciliation 
and Arbitration Act, it obviously illustrated 
a procedure under which serious con­
sequences can accrue in the absence off 
elementary safeguards. It threatened Brit­
ish Columbia’s potentialities for expansion I 
of Its share of the nation’s external trade In | 
a competitive world market.

Apart altogether, therefore, from Mr. I 
Pearson’s honest expression of opinion, and g 
regardless of fantastic "explanations’’ in I

member will seriously object to government I 
supervision of strike votes. It may be, of I 
course, that a Minister of Labor might find B 
it altogether impossible to oversee ballot box I 
proceedings in every community of the [ 
province. But in view of the fact that Bill I 
No. 39 provides for the establishment of a I 
Labor Relations Board to take over the I 
administration of the Act when it comes [ 
into force, it would be a relatively simple I 
matter to relegate the responsibility of such I 
duties to an official or officials whom the I 
Board would be able to appoint for that g 
specific purpose.

When all is said and done, the insistent I 
demand of a majority of the people of I 
British Columbia Is that the relations be-1 
tween labor and management shall be placed [ 
on a mutually-cordial, mutually-beneficial, | 
and practical basis. Of course the C.C.F. I 
members of the Legislature have called the I 
amending measure nasty names. This is 8 
understandable. In Its main essentials Bill I 
No. 39, under the wise administration of the I 
machinery contemplated, should bespeak [ 
industrial stability for the province. Poli­
tical extremists, by the way, make little I 
party capital when employer and employee | 
enjoy harmonious relationship.
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WORTH INQUIRY
TT IS FOR THE EXPERTS TO DETER- 
|A mine the feasibility of Mr. W. T. Straith's 
suggestion to the Legislature that a medical 
school be established in Victoria under the 

j administration of the Victoria College Board 
of Governors. Only those conversant with 

i the requirements for such a course are in a 
i position to pass Judgment on Its practicality. 
1 The plan, however, is one deserving of 
i earnest consideration. To the lay mind, 

Of the requisite facilities seem avail-some
able here. Certainly some of the disadvan- , 
tages noted in Vancouver, specifically those 
relative to housing accommodation for stu­
dents, are much less severe here than in the 
mainland centre. The city, moreover, holds 
its hospitals In high esteem. And the tempo 
of Victoria seems suited to that of a univer- 

| sity town.
Authoritative opinion is obviously re- 

I quired to determine the abilities of this 
; community to supply fundamental require­
ments for the training of young men and 

[ women desiring to enter the faculty. With- 
‘ out it no constructive approach can be made 
] to the question.

The second session of the 21st Legislative Assembly of 
British Columbia was formally prorogued at 11 this morn­
ing after what is believed to be the longest sitting in 30 
years or more. Dawn was creeping in through the windows 
of the legislative chamber as the last business sitting of the 
House ended at 6.24 this morning.

The prorogation was formally effected, after a five- 
hour adjournment, by Lieutenant-Governor 0. A. Banks, 
who gave assent to 104 acts.
To the knowledge of veteran' The list of 104 acts passed by 
ambers of the House the sitting “e^Tto* £ E

lien started at 8.30 Wednesdayj Lieutenant-Governor were then
Sfht and ended at 5.24 this morn-1 read.

The point raised by Mr. 
Straith, however, merits inquiry and discus­
sion. We are not convinced that the pro­
posed medical school “belongs” to Vancou­
ver simply because one of the elected rep­
resentatives from that city says so.

This was followed by the 
| reading of the beribboned throne 
I speech.

Among those present on the 
floor of the House for the cere­
mony were Mrs. Banks and Mrs. 
John Hart.

At $1,000 Increase
C.C.F. members fought to the 

last ditch against government 
legislation during the last hours 
of the second session of the 21st 
legislature early today.

They fought tooth and nail to 
block an amendment to the 
County Courts Act which will 
provide for the provincial govern­
ment to pay county court Judges 
a $1,000 annual allowance on .top 
of their salaries paid by the Do-1 
minion government. The bill was I 
made law.

Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch said the bill if enacted 
would be ultra vires.

Attorney-General Gordon S. 
Wismer said there Was some 
question about the legality of the 
bill, but similar measures had 
been passed in all other prov-j 
inces.

Not only was the bill outside 
the Jurisdiction of the provincial 
government because of the Do­
minion Act, but also because of 
the British North America Act, 
contended Mr. Winch. He noted 
the Dominion had just recently 
increased county court judges’ 
salaries by 331-3 per cent.

“The Attorney-General has not 
the right to ask the Legislature to 
pass any act of this Legislature 
in violation to the B.N.A. Act,” 
said Herbert Gargrave, C.C.F, 
Mackenzie, adding that in doing 

I so the Legislature would be vlq-

charged the government was 
side-stepping its responsibility, 
and was in effect condoning the 
present conditions.

The debate on second reading 
of the bill came during the small 
hours of this morning. Opposi­
tion Leader Harold E. Winch 
moved adjournment of the de- 
[bate after Premier John Hart 
| had refused tr give him assur­
ance that his resolution, regret- 
|Ung_nq Royal Commission on 
iliquor would be set up. would 
be debated.

Mr. Gargrave charged the 
government was in effect, In fail- 

ling to initiate further amend­
ements to the Liquor Act, con- 
Idoning beer-swilling and bedroom 
I drinking.
I He called on the government 
■ again to have a Royal Commis- 
! sion inquiry into conditions of 
I manufacture of liquors, particu- 
Slarly the beer monopoly, which 
j he said shoidd be put under the 
[searchlight of publicity._________

days. It was prorogued -this 
i morning amid a similar display 
| of splendor.
THREW, TORE PAPERS

John Cates, Coalition, North 
Vancouver, threw a ball of paper 
across the floor of the House 
Just, after His Honor had left 
after formally proroguing the
House. Opposition Leader Har­
old E. Winch tore the 46 order 
papers and 46 votes and proceed­
ings out of their holders 
hurled them up over 
Speaker’s throne. But foi 

I most part legislators se 
I more interested in saying gi 
to their fellow legislators 
getting out of the chamber.

The formal prorogation 
mony took but 15 minutes.

minister of justice about it,” lu 
said. “I’m going to ask him t< 

i determine its constitutionality.’

____
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lays Traffic In Beer Licenses 
lS Liquor Act Changes Become Law!

the
bee

Final reading was given to I 
Attorney - General Gordon S. I 
Vismer’s contentious amend- 9 
hent to the Liquor Act in the I 

C. Legislature Wednesday j 
tfternoon.
The bill went through after 

Coalition had beaten down j 
Opposition and amendments of j 
he C.C.F. which sought many j 

bhanges. ,
C.C.F. whip, Herbert Gargrave, 

Mackenzie, lost an amendment | 
through which he sought to halt f 
transfer of beer licenses, but won j 
the support of three Coalition Ï 
members: Mrs. Nancy Hodges,! 
Victoria; W. A. C. Bennett, South I 
Okanagan, and Dr. J. J. Gillis,!

DroDpsing the amendment, j 
Mr. Gargle charged there were 
many instances of trafficking in 
beer licenses in B.C. He wanted 
to make licenses non-transferable 
requiring each new purchaser of 
a parlor to apply for a new ! 
license. Mr. Wismer opposed the j 
amendment, claiming it would 
mean confiscation of all beer-1 
parlor licenses throughout the | 
province.

Both Dr. Gillis and Mr. Bennett I 
agreed with the C.C.F. whip that 

traffic in beer licenses was 
lecoming a racket. Mr. Gillis 

pointed out that he knew of ! 
several deals which involved j 
$100,000 and yet the government 
obtained. no more than $25 on | 
the transfer.

Mr. Gargrave said he knew of I 
an instance in Vancouver where | 
a beer parlor which sold for $19,* 
000 eight years ago was now up 
for sale at $85,000. Beer parlors 
were only being sold like this | 
because of the money being made 
out of ‘'gypping" the customers, ]

; he charged.
Another amendment lost by I 

I the C.C.F. whip asked for sand- |
Iwiches, soft drinks and music!
I In beer parlors. Again .Mr.| 
I Wismer opposed the amendment.
I However, he said the Liquor! 
I Control Board already held power I 
I to allow music and soft drinks, I 
I but the board's present policy I 
I was opposed to such amenities. 1 

In defending1 his bill, Mr. I 
I Wismer said that while the gov-1 
lernment felt perhaps it had not] 
I gone very far . . . this year 
lit felt it had gone as far as it I 
1 could. So far as the Attorney ! 
I General was concerned no liberal j 
J liquor plan could succeed unless I 
■ public opinion was behind it and he! 
| said he had failed, at present, to I 
[find opinion sufficiently crystal-1 
llized. He had stated earlier that! 
I the only ones to make strong j 
I representations to him regarding I 
[the act were the “drys,” who op-1 
I posed any relaxation of the act. I 

Regarding heavy drinking in| 
I beer parlors, Mr. Wismer was of j 
[the opinion this was created by 
| rationing and the desire of people 
[to make sure they got their 
[share. Now the supply was 
j better he expected to see an j 
[improvement in this situation.

House Turns Down 
Last C.C.F. Stand 

I To Franchise Jap
Legislators indulged in impas­

sioned rhetoric during the last 
hours of the Législature Wednes­
day night on whether or not the 
Japanese of B.C. should be en­
franchised, but the C.C.F. amend­
ment to provide for this was 
thrown out.

However, the C.C.F. did well, 
although they lost, on an amend­
ment seeking to restrict the use 
of party names and to prohibit 
any candidate from using a des­
ignation sufficiently similar to 
the name of any recognized 
party which might cause con­
fusion in the public mind.

On the amendment vote, the 
opposition drew into their fold 
Finance Minister Herbert 
Anscomb and Attorney-General 
Gordon S. Wismer.

On observing the show of 
hands, Mrs. T. J Rolston, Coal­
ition, Vancouver-Point Grey, ob- 

I served to the opposition leader 
I Harold E. Winch, "You're mak­
ing headway, Harold." Mr. 
Winch, with two ministers of the 
government on his side, agreed 
he was.

The amending bill to the Pro- 
[vincial Elections Act, providing 
for a form of perpetual registra­
tion of voters and for votes for 

[East Indians and Chinese, was 
I finally passed. The debate on the 
Japanese lasted an hour and nine 
members participated in It.

Opposition leader Winch led 
the C.C.F. push to have the Jap­
anese enfranchised as he moved 
the proposed amendment and 
claimed the government’s stand 

j was unchristian, -contrary to the 
Atlantic Charter, Yalta agree­
ment and Canadian citizenship. 
British Columbia and South 
Africa were the only parts of the 
British Empire having such dis­
criminatory legislation, he said.

“Are you going to give them 
back their fishing licenses?" 
asked Mrs. Rolston.

Mr. Winch said he would not 
deprive any one living in Canada 
the right to carry on his means 
of livelihood.

At one time Herbert Gargrave, 
C. G F., Mackenzie, shouted: 
"Shut up, will you!”
FOR AND AGAINST

Supporting Mr. Winch’s 
amendment were John Mclnnis, 
C.C.F.,; Fort George, and Mr. Gar­
grave, and W. T. Straith, Coal­
ition, Vancouver. Speaking to op­
pose Mr. Winch were John Cates, 
North Vancouver, B. I. "Boss" 
Johnson, New Westminster, Alec 
Hope, Delta, and Dr R. R. Laird, 
Simllkameen—all Coalitionists.

Inserted into the bill were pro­
visions to exclude from the 
voters’ lists all persons lacking 
an "adequate knowledge’’ of the 
English or French language. It. 
will be ldït up to the registrar of 
voters to determine whether 
applicant's knowledge of one 
the languages is adequate.

Stormy Session In 
Wee, Small Hours 

I Over Forestry Bill
The C.C.F. opposition decided I 

I in the wee, small hours of this |
I morning to start a storm in the |
[ B.C. Legislature because a piece 
[ of legislation had been introduced !
| only 24 hours before the final | 
j business sitting of the House.

The C.C.F. got their back up |
| and for two hours the proceed-1 
j ings of the Legislature resembled I 
J more closely a cat and dog fight !
I than anything heard in the!
[ august, marble-pillared chamber [
] for years.

The whole thing was unfortun-1 
I ate for H. J. Welch, Coalition, I 
I Comox, who had to take it I 
j through no fault of his own. He g 
I explained the bill, entitled an act!
I respecting the Practice of Fores- f 
I try had been lost in the At-1 
I torney-GeneraVs department fori 
j three weeks, and. thus the late[
I arrival in the House.

Repeatedly C.C.F. members de- [
I manded the bill be w ithdrawn, | 
but Mr. Welch stood firm, pilot-1 

| ing the legislation through com-j 
[ mittee-of-the-whole consideration. I 
| He stood at hs desk like a captain j 
| guiding his ship through stormy,
I treacherous waters.

Mr. Welch said he was ready to |
| sit through until dawn.

The bill provides professional]
I standing for foresters of B.C.
| BATTERED AND SMASHED 

Time after time Chairman Tom |
I Love’s warning bell sounded, try- 
| tng to bring order to the House.
I Time after time the bill drifted j 
I dangerously close to hazardous I 
j amendments, offered by both 
I C.C.F. and Coalition members,
I but on third reading it emerged, I 
battered and smashed, but more | 

j or less in its original condition.
Repeatedly the C.C.F. said they j 

I were not opposed to the measure,
| but repeatedly they demanded ex- 
| planations.

“We're just punishing our-1 
[ selves," said A. J. McDonell, Coal- ]
I ition, Vancouver Centre.

"I think you should take it more 1 
I seriously," said Premier John I 

Hart. “This is getting to be a [ 
| joke."

At a near stalemate Attorney-!
I-General Gordon S. Wismer sug- 
1 gested the House pass the bill as I 
| is because it would not come into | 
j effect for a year, eo it could be | 
changed in the meantime. 

q'What sort of legislation is I 
I that,” demanded Opposition [ 
I Leader Harold E. Winch, repeat-1 
[ |ng his efforts to have the bill I 
| stood over for a year.

House To Consider 
Plans To Protect 

I Interest Of Wives
Despite their desire to clean up | 

[all business early this morning9 
[legislators did not miss the op-|
| portunity for a little fun-making |
| late Wednesday night.
| Wise-cracking across the floor!
| of the House came during the 8 
[debate on Mrs. Nancy Hodges’I 
| motion asking the Attorney-Gen- [
| eral to explore ways and means j 
| to protect the interest of wives 1 
| in family homes with a view to I 
[appropriate legislation being in-1 
| tboduced next session.

Attorney-General Gordon S. 1 
[Wismer rose quickly to say he I 
[ would accept the motion.
E “All us married men will I 
[agree," said Opposition Leader!
| Harold E. Winch.

Finance Minister Herbert Ans-1 
[comb thought this was another! 
[invasion of the sanctity of men I 
j and he hoped some provision !
I would be made fôr men to have]
I similar protection if they married |
B rich widows.

Someone suggested the women I 
| should be consulted.
I Mr. Winch said that the speed [ 
[with which Mr, Wismer accepted! 
] the motion indicated that not [ 
| only had he consulted the women j 
| but he had been intimidated by 1 
| them.

Women are always safe in my [ 
[hands, said Mr, Wismer.

I Blood Test Before 
I Marriage Voted Down I

The B.C. Legislature Wednes- j 
I day rejected an attempt of E. E.
I Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, to re-1
■ quire pre marital blood tests for j 
I syphilis.

The House voted down at [
I second reading M. Winch’s bill |
I after Health and Welfare Min-1 
I ister George S. Pearson had re-1 
I ported laboratory facilities were |
I not available for the tests.

Legislation to require the tests |
| has been on the statute books [
| since 1938 but has never been I 
| proclaimed. Mr. Winch's bill 1 
| would have struck out the clause 1 
| which provided for these sections I 
[to come into effect on proclama-1 
[tion of the Lieutenant-Governor I 
[in Council.

Mr. Pearson told the House, ] 
I however, that as soon as he had |
■ been assured that laboratory! 
| facilities were available for the | 
I required work he would place |
I the question before the executive |
■ council.

Legislature Rejects 
[Curb On Injunction

A C.C.F. move to have appltca-1 
I lions for injunctions in labor dis-, j 
I putes go to the Minister of Labor I 
[for approval before the courts’! 
I was defeated in the B.C. Leglsla- [ 
I ture Wednesday.

The proposal was submitted in I 
>roposed amendment to the | 
Jtade Union Act by A. J. 

j Turner, Vancouver East.
The bill failed to gain the sup 

■t of the government, Attor 
/-General Gordon S. Wismer! 

liming the bill if enacted would I 
ke away the rights of both I 
-nloyers and employees of 're-1 

ng to the courts.
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Press U.B,C. To Start 
Medical School As 
Soon As Possible

Prorogation Speech 
Urges Medical School

Judge To Determine Amount To Be 
Allowed Government Contractors

The prorogation speech for the 
second session of the 21st Legis­
lative Assembly of British Co­
lumbia, read in the House today 
by Lieutenant-Governor C. A. 
Banks, hinted the University of 
British Columbia should begin I 
immediately to establish a medi­
cal faculty.

"Provision of adequate funds 
lor the establishment of a medi­
cal faculty at the University of 
British Columbia should give 
great encouragement to the 
board of governors to begin im­
mediately with the institution of 
so important and so urgently- 
needed a faculty,” said the 
speech.

In relieving the members of 
their legislative duties, the gov­
ernor, on behalf of the govern 
ment, said “the measures you 
have enacted and the provisions 
you have made will inure to the] 
benefit of the people . .

Noting the various pieces of 
legislation affecting the natural 
resources of the province, the] 
speech said these “and many 
other steps taken by my govern­
ment give evidence that no op­
portunity Is being overlooked in 
the effort to open up our vast 
resources and thereby create a ! 
wide range of opportunities for] 
our young men and women who 
are equipping themselves to play

Application of seven construc­
tion companies, holding B.C. gov­
ernment contracts for several 
millions of dollars worth of road 
work, for increases in their con­
tract prices will be referred to a 
judge "to determine what, if any, 
is the fair and equitable amount 
by which such contract prices 
should be increased.”

The B.C. Legislature decided 
on this solution to a difficult 
problem following an hour-long 
debate early this morning.

The motion, providing for the 
reference of the application of 
the companies to a judge of the 
supreme or court of appeal, won 
the support of Opposition Leader 
Harold E. Winch.

"Strangely enough I am afraid 
I’ll have to support this motion

although I don't like it,” said Mr 
Winch.

"We don’t like it either,” said 
Works Minister E. C. Carson.

Mr. Winch noted the minister 
was' asking the Legislature to

The final business act of the 
provincial legislation before ris­
ing at 5.24 this morning was to 
pass a resolution asking the Uni­
versity of British Columbia to 
reconsider its position on the 
establishment of a medical 
school.

The motion was proposed by 
Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch.

An amendment to the motion, 
proposed by Mrs. Nancy Hodges, 
Coalition, Victoria, would have 
suggested the government under­
take an investigation of the avail­
ability of hospital accommodation 
throughout the province for med­
ical school purposes. ■

An amendment to the amend­
ment, proposed by Mrs. T J. Rol- 
ston. Coalition, Vancouver-Point 
Grey, would have urged the uni­
versity to establish a medical 
school and hospital on the 

| campus, and if that could not be 
done to take advantage of the 
available facilities.

Mr. Speaker Norman W. Whit­
taker ruled Mrs. Rolston’s 
amendment out of order, saying, 
"This amendment has neither be­
ginning or end.”

The House then voted down 
Mrs. Hodges’ amendment.

Mr. Winch's motion was ap­
proved after Education Minister 
G. M. Weir had said he found 
himself in sympathy with it.

Previously W. T. Stralth, Coal-
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help out those who didn't know 
their own capitalistic system and
penalize those who recognized 
the situation.

Several of the companies in­
volved, Mr. Winch said, after 
studying the submissions to the 
government, were in bad finan­
cial condition.

The companies claim their dif­
ficulties arose through no fault 
of their own, but as a result of 
government actions In increasing 
wages and prices, and the un­
foreseen difficulties of securing 
equipment.

Winch Asks $50,000 
For Temperance Plan

RECORD SESSION
tytHEN THE ELECTED REPRESENTA- 
W fives of the people of British Columbia 
concluded the business of the second session 
of the 21st Legislature a trifle before 5.30 
this morning they ad set a record on more 
than one count. Their deliberations had 
covered a period of seven weeks and two 
day». Yesterday’s and this morning’s sit­
tings had consumed nearly 20 hours. Never 
before had provincial law makers left the 
Parliament Buildings to be lighted on their 
way by the newly-risen sun.

The foregoing matters of record, of 
course, are not important as they relate 
specifically to the conduct of the public af­
fairs in the Legislature. What should never­
theless go down on the record is the fauft 
that not in the history of provincial legis­
lative proceedings for the last 30 years hal 
the government of the day so carefully-Mi- 
pared and thoroughly discussed the nutgt£ 
ous bills as during the session which aL 
Lieutenant-Governor prorogued this dim 
ing. Naturally enough, final decisions «fl 
numerous highly-controverslal and vitally- 
important questions were reached only U| 
the last few days and the last few honfy 
ol the Legislature’s deliberations. But mojt 
c those measures, particularly their essen­
tially controversial provisions, had been sub­
jected to lengthy discussion before the]

A minimum of $50,000 a year 
will be needed to conduct the 
liquor education program pro­
posed in Attorney-General Gor­
don S. Wlsmer's amendment to 
the Liquor Act, according to E. 
E. Winch, C.C.F., Bumaby.

In the B.C. Legislature Wed­
nesday Mr. Winch suggested the 
program should include ■ use of 
billboards, a weekly education 
program, encouragement of com­
munity activities among youth, 
and a director and well-qualified 
staff, which, he estimated, would 
cost a minimum of $50,000, a sum 
he expected to increase as- the 
progran increased.

Education ’ Minister ■ George M. 
Weir had earlier suggested $20,- 
000 for the program, but Mr. 
■Winch said he felt that sum to 
be totally Inadequate.

their part in the development of 
this great province.”

Classification Out 
For Motion Pictures

ition, Victoria, had suggsted Vic­
toria College governors should 
be asked to consider establishing 
the medical school here.

Earlier in the session the Leg­
islature had passed a resolution 
urging the university board of 
governors to proceed with the 
building of a medical school. The 
government had appropriated 
$1,500,000 for a medical school 
building on- the university

A C.C.F. amendment to the 
Moving Pictures Act, seeking to 
bring in more rigid classifications 
of films was lost on second read­
ing in the B.C. Legislature Wed­
nesday afternoon.

Mrs. Nancy Hodges, Coalition, 
Victoria, said she supported the 
amendment for two reasons: she 
thought it was time something 
was done, and she was chairman 
of the committee which last year 
advocated such an amendment 
and she had found nothing in 
the past year to alter her opinion.

ft. Harding, C.C.F., Kaslo-Slo- 
can, a school teacher, protested 
present films of a certain type 
affected juvenile delinquency. 
One had only to pick up a paper 
to find come child had committed 
a crime which was probably 

[dictated by a film he had seen, 
‘Mr. Harding said.

A. B. Ritchie, Coalition, Salmon 
[ Arm. believed radio was as much 
if not more to blame for the 
trouble. Some children listened 
to a radio program and 10 
minutes later were outside trying 

| to shoot each other, lie said.

Municipalities To
Be Given Option
On Ward SystemsI Winch Gets O.K. On 

Holidays Bill
House convened last Feb. 11. Consequently, 

'on members
SLIPS Al

both government and oppo: 
were in full possession of the implications 
of nearly all the contentious details. As a 
result of the foresight and regard for tfc» 
public Interest, demonstrated by the Prf 
mier, the Minister of Finance, and the 
Attorney-General, moreover, the conclusions 
reached during the final debates were based 
on adequate knowledge.

Particularly gratifying was the rapid dis­
patch of the debate on the Address In re­
ply to the Speech from the Throne and the I 
discussion on the budget. All in all, thè|, 
the second session of the 21st LegislahMM 
will go down in the parliamentary ane|K 
of British Columbia as a most useful ant 
and an essentially constructive one. Andl 
it is obvious that the Coalition administra-1 
tion has emerged stronger than ever. Thill 
in itself will be a matter of satisfaction to I 
|the people of the province generally.'.

British Columbia municipali­
ties will be given the option to 
abolish ward systems.

During the last business sit­
ting of the B.C. Legislature, 
Municipal Affairs Minister R. C. 
MacDonald introduced an amend­
ment to Ms bill which puts the 
abolition of the ward system on 
a permissive basis. The original 
plan had made it mandatory. 
The amendment, which was 
adopted, provides that unless 
municipalities pass a resolution 
to retain the ward system by 
June 30, the wards will auto-
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Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch made history for himself 
early, this morning in the B.C.

During the waning hours of 
the session Mr. Winch . experi­
enced the pleasure cf having one 
<of his own bills finally passed. 
It was the first time in his 14 
years in the House and attend­
ance at 16 sessions that he lisid 
piloted a bill through to final 
passing, he said.

Mr. Winch’s act amends the] be abolished.

Minister George S.
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[One Woman’s Day
By NANCY HODGES 

SIXTEEN-HOUR DAY
TPHIS IS WRITTEN AT THE end of a day which commenced

at 7 o’clock one morning and finished at 5.25 the next.
For I am tapping away at my typewriter at the end of the 

final day of the Legislative session.
So if the resultant column seems more than usually foolish 

and incoherent, please put it down to sheer sleepiness.
For weeks past we have been going into caucus at night 

—when not in night sessions—and remaining at the Parlia­
ment Buildings until anywhere around midnight.

On Wednesday morning we left the House just before mid­
night after struggling through many contentious bills.
DAY TO DAYLIGHT
BUT WERE BACK AGAIN in our seats at 10.30 the same 

morning. In the interval I had snatched a few hours’ 
sleep, tidied up the house, made the beds—and written a 
column.

From 10.30 till 1.10 p.m. we wrestled with more bills—and 
wrestled is the word then adjourned for lunch.

Back again at 2.30, the House got down again to business 
in double-quick time, sitting till 6.25, when we recessed for 
dinner.

By 8.30 p.m. we were at it again—with quite a crowded 
gallery to watch us in the winding-up stages.

They must have found us a jaded-looking lot! But who 
wouldn’t be after seven weeks of argument, rhetoric, forensic 
fireworks, and just plain whatnot?
SILENTLY FADE AWAY
COME INDEFATIGABLE SOULS on both sides of the House 
^ were still in fine fettle and rose gallantly to their feet to 
explain or to argue over second readings,

But the majority of the members were content just to 
occupy the sidelines, so to speak.

As the hours slid by till midnight, the spectators in the 
gallery began to thin out. One by one, like the Arabs in the 
poem,-they folded their tents and silently stole away.

I missed the quartette of patriarchal, bearded East Indians 
who had spent day after day in the galleries awaiting the pass­
ing of the Elections Act.

I missed the wives of out-of-town members who had looked 
down on us from the ladies’ gallery, week after week. Most 
of them "had either preceded their husbands home or were busy- 
packing ready for their departure.
SEEK STIMULANT ,

PtOM TIME TO TIME, members slipped out of the House 
for the parliamentary restaurant, there to snatch a cup of 

tea or coffee.
One or two left before midnight to catch the night boat for 

the mainland. But most of us remained on in our seats.
As the hands of the clock moved remorselessly on we 

plodded through more bills which reminded me of a local naval 
man’s parody of Omar Khayyam's lines:

"Dreaming when yet the Night was far from Day.
Methought I heard a Phantom Voice then say.
*Oh why do Mortals have repressive Laws.
Their Life Is short—so why not make It gay ?”

SLIPS ANfl SNOOZES
BETWEEN 2 AND 3 O'CLOCK some of the members began 
^ to slip a little lower in their seats and, here and there, a 
head began to nod.

One or two snoozed quite soundly, then would wake up and 
look somewhat sheepishly around to see if their lapse had been 
noted. But by that time the galleries were emptied and even 
the press gallery was bare of all but a few hardy souls.

Meanwhile, the argument and the cross-fire still went on. 
For, as Sir Ernest Benn once said: "Politics is the art of look­
ing for trouble, finding it everywhere, diagnosing it wrongly, 
and applying unsuitable remedies.”

At last, the last “1” was dotted and the last "t” crossed, 
and those of us who had stuck It-out, rose from our seats 
wearily at the hour of 5.25 a.m.

And- went out into the dewy freshness of a lovely spring 
morning—to arrive home with the milkman!

V

OFFICIAL STATUS
I rJ1HE PROVISION IN BRITISH COLUM- 
I bia’s new enfranchisement act which 
i specifies that a knowledge of French as well 
i as English may qualify a citizen to vote 
j in provincial elections is a timely recognl- 
: tion of the new citizenship status of Cana- 
a dians, with its traditional concomitant of 
I two national tongues.

The idle comment that it is not likely 
[j either Chinese or East Indians who appear 
?i. at the registration offices will speak French 

has no bearing on the point at issue. The 
1 law was rightly drawn to open the franchise 

t those who speak, not merely the language 
H most prevalent in British Columbia, but the 
fl official language of Canada. And the of- 
fj ficial language of Canada is either English 
I or French, at the discretion of the voter.
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SBill Backing!
By San Staff Reporter

\ VICTORIA, March 29.—Coali 
| tion members were bombarded]
I with telegrams today from em-1 
I ployer groups supporting the| 

government-supervised strike 
| ballot in EC’s proposed new la- 
I bor bill.
I They are urging members to 
I stand fast in their attitude that|
“ the curb on labor must go 
| through.
• Meanwhile the labor bin. No.

39, significantv was not called! 
for debate before the House ad- 

ÿ journed Friday afternoon for 
,v the weekend. It must come up 

Monday or Tuesday if the House 
« is to finish before Easter.

■ Most sources here believe 
- Labor Minister George S. Pear- 
| son, despite his opposition to the 

supervised ballot, will move the 
% second reading of the bill.
« One report here is that some 
1 other cabinet minister, possibly 
k the attorney general, might be 
r. asked to guide the bill through 
I the House. But observers here 

regard this as unthinkable un- 
| less Mr. Pearson resigns as La­
ir’ bor Minister.
| It is not thought Mr. Pearson 
I is ready to take such drastic ac- 

tion at this stage of the game.
But it is quite on the cards that 

I* after the session ends he may 
«ask Premier Hart to be relieved 
a of the Labor portfolio and per­
il mitted to carry on in the Health 
1 and Welfare Ministry which is 
| expanding and requires a full- 
I time minister.

ÎOtAjRÇH 29, 1947]
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Bill Passes Second Reading 35 to 
11, Under Hot Fire From Opposition |
VICTORIA, April 1.—B.C.’s new labor code, contained I 

in highly contentious bill No. 39, was given second reading I 
in the legislature Monday afternoon by a vote of 35 to 11.1 
All Coalition members joined against a solid Opposition | 
vote against it.

The vote brought to an end the “crisis” which has I 
rocked the legislative corridors since the middle of last week, j

Labor Minister George S.*~ *----------- ----------------------------1
Pearson moved the bill and told I weeks of delay and I don't think | 
the House that just because he we could have got a true vote, 
still objects to the government-1 
supervised strike ballot which it |
contains, is no reason why, after 
14 years directing labor policies, 
he should resign the portfolio.

He disclosed the strike ballot 
clause is to be made even 
stronger than It was in the orig­
inal draft bill. In that it was pro­
vided that supervised secret bal­
lots should be held on concilia­
tion awards.
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Undefeated Champ, 
John Hart, 68 Today

By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, March 31.—A man who has never tasted fflM 
| political defeat in 23 years, and, except for his first session, ’
| has never sat anywhere in the Legislature but on the trea- 
|sury benches, today celebrates his birthday.

He is British Columbia’s No. 1*

[Bill Gives Skippers 
|Fish Sale Freedom

By San Staff Reporter
_ VICTORIA, March 31. — An j 
■amendment to the Co-operative 2 
I Association’s Act now before the I 

gislature will give operators of£ 
shboats more leeway In decid-1 

Bing where/ they will sell their a 
■catch and will not force them tog 
■deliver it to a co-operative even* 
■though the crew may want to do|
I introduced by Trade and In-1 
Idustry Minister Leslie S. Eyres,*
I the amendment reads: “Every p
■ person who uses any property h
■ belonging to another person toM 
I catch, produce or collect fish orjv 
I other mariné products shall not!
Ibe bound by a co-operative*
I marketing contract with respect* 
Ito the sale, delivery, or other* 
■disposal of such fish or other*

| commoner, Premier John Hart, J 
I who at 68 remains the dominât- f 
ling factor in the province’s politi-1 
leal affair—and also the biggest] 
■question mark.
I Purely from the political stand-1 
I point Mr. Hart's record is prob-| 
Ipbly unique in Canada.
I He has never sat in Opposi-I 
I tion.

Always he has been a cabinet | 
I minister since he entered politics! 
I in 1917, and in that he was the] 
I chief government whip.
■ Government members staged | 
|a special demonstration for the] 
|Premier when he opened the] 
| House sitting this afternoon.

For many of them think this] 
I may be his last appearance ini 
I the legislature. They believe he I 
I will be elevated to the Senate |
■ before the House meets j

BALLOT BEFORE STRIKE
Now it will be specifically stat­

ed that no strike can take place 
until a secret supervised ballot 
is taken.

At the same time Mr. Pearson 
announced penalties on unlawful 
strikes will be lightened from 

ie original plan.
■ Fines upon individual strikers 
I will be wiped out, and fines for 
|employers and unions who cause 

illegal lockouts and strikes will 
be cut in half.

The labor minister also revealed 
that he will turn over a lot of the 
detailed administration of the 
labor policy to the Labor Rela­
tions Board which will be set up 
under the act.

Mr. Pearson’s declaration on 
the bill drew hot fire from the 
CCF, who charged the whole 
thing is a disgrace, thoroughly 
objectionable to organized labor 
and will bring about the govern­
ment’s downfall at the polls. 
FAVORS OLD FORMULA 

Mr. Pearson bluntly stated on 
the strike ballot:

'In this I am in disagreement 
with my colleagues.

“But I feel 1 have been mis­
understood on the whole ques­
tion—and an apparent crisis has 

jsf been built up out of nothing.
“I have always been in favor 

of the secret ballot in labor mat­
ters. But I don’t think the super­
vised ballot is necessary 
general thing.

‘The majority of our unions, 
especially the older ones, have 
always respected the secret 
ballot.

"My own view is that the old 
ICA formula, where supervision 
was up to the minister, is the 
extent to which we should go. We 
can depend on the honor of our 
labor unions to take proper 
ballots.

“However there is a great deal 
of alarm among the public about 
what is done in union votes. 
There have been many stories, 
some of them no doubt ridiculous, 
about methods that are used. I 
don't know if they are true. I’ve 
never watched a strike vote.

“But I am convinced there is a 
lot of public feeling about care­
lessness in conducting the ballot 
in some cases. And if disastrous 
strikes are called by such meth­
ods they feel it should be stop­
ped."

Mr. Pearson continued:
“My other objection is that the 

supervised ballot is cumbersome 
and in some cases almost impos­
sible to apply.

Tf, for instance, in last year’s 
IWÀ strike it had been required 
there would have been * "

DONE MY BEST”
He added :
“I may be , placing myself in' 

a foolish position by saying that
bring in a bill containing a 

clause to which I object.
'The papers have been trying 

to tell me what I should do, 
along with a lot of other people.

“But I have been minister of 
labor for 14 years and have done 
my best to serve the people of 
this province. I think I have 
done some good for labor in that 
time.

“I must be forgiven if I don’t 
like to be told by people without 
much experience what I should 
do and what is 
bad.

“I refuse to believe that be­
cause I disagree on this clause

should sever my connection 
with the government, nor, in par­
ticular, with the Department of 
Labor.

: good and what is

OPPOSITION ATTACKS
‘It is an awkward position, 

pehaps. It may look queer. And 
some people may say, 'Let him| 
go anyway, we’ve had enough; 
of him. Why doesn’t he get 
out?’ But I feel I have some-! 
thing to give from the expert 
ence I have had.

“And I realize people are 
alarmed at what happened last 
year. The ballot section will be 
amended to provide that no strike 
can be called until a supervised 
vote has been taken.”

Mr. Pearson went on to explain 
that although the main bill will 
not come into effect until the 
new Dominion law with which it 
works, probably around June 15, 
he will set up the new Labor 
Relations Board in the mean­
time.

Herbert Gargrave, CCF whip, 
Mackenzie, led off a devastating 
ipposition attack, declaring the 

bill puts B.C. in the forefront of 
a backward step for labor.

“You are marring a good re­
cord,” he said.

He insisted the bill would cre­
ate discord rather than harmony 
in the labor-management picture.

“Nor do 1 see how the labor 
minister can refuse responsibil­
ity for the supervised strike vote 
when he has brought it down.'

CCF leader Harold Winch de-; 
dared:

‘The Tory influence in the cab­
inet has reached the point ofi 
rotting Liberalism and the for­
mer progressive thought we had.' 
The premier and the labor min­
ister have lost control. This bin 
is conduslve evidence the- Tories' 
rule the cabinet"

He declared the Tories 
have swung the Liberals to theii 
way of thinking or Mr. Pei 
would never have been so 
harassed as to tell the House 
was not in favor of part of 
bill.

“Out of his own self-respect 
minister should not be pla< 
like that It is only because 
his own integrity that he does] 
not want to embarrass the gov- 

it"
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Contractors HO WILL WRITE INSTRUCTION BOOK?

Victoria Experts Experiment 
In Proper Use of Alcohol'

To Get More
Than Agreed By inn Staff Bcportcr

Kf VICTORIA, April 1. —The 
■H government's program to ed- 

1 ucate people in the "proper 
jy use of alcohol" will be an ex- 
3 tensive one, a survey dis- 
É closed here today.

There are two ways to use 
alcohol. Internally and ex- 

■6 temally.
In many cases alcohol is

f
used externally, mostly at 
steam baths and gymna­
siums, after too much of it 
is used internally. Masseurs 
fight alcohol with alcohol, at- 
£§&ijS tacking the spirits on the in­
ti side by rubbing in spirits 
from the outside.

This is an endless war, the 
victim usually being rubbed 
so weak he has to take more 
alcohol on the inside to get 

$ mobile again.
MSB Statistics prove that alco- 

hoi taken on the outside is 
more beneficial than that 

KHH taken on the inside. In hos- 
HE* pitals they rub you with it 

on the outside to stop bed 
SS sores. In bootlegging places 
I they swill you with it on the 
% inside to make heads sore.

HHeeee**™*
CLAUSES QUOTED

Alcohol on the outside can 
be mixed with wintergreen 
and olive oil and serve as a 
fine rubdown for athletes, 
helping them perform amaz- 

» ing feats.
Alcohol on the inside can 

be mixed with anything from 
water to more alcohol and it 
makes strange characters 
who also perform amazing 
feats such as looking very 
silly in women's hats.

There is argument as to 
who should write the instruc­
tions on the proper use of 
alcohol. Usually the politi­
cians hire experts for work 
like this but it is pointed out 
here that the politicians 
themselves are the outstand­
ing experts.

There is a danger here, 
however. Some of the politi­
cians are reformed users of 
internal spirits and the fear 
is that they may advocate 
only the use of external 
spirits.

Supporting this fear is the 
report that R. «J. McIntyre 
has hean-aSRed to wfïTfr-tijÿe

introduction to the instruc­
tion book.

Dogmatic technicians in 
Victoria are asking if the 
“proper use" will be con­
tingent on what you want 
to accomplish.

For instance, what is the 
proper use if you want to 
get up courage to ask the 
boss for a raise or tell him 
off. Would you take six or 
16 ounces, straight or mixed?

What is the proper use 
the morning after, if you in­
sist on having a morning 
after? And, if you insist on 
having a morning after, 
what proper amount should 
you have?

And what is the proper 
use if your wife leaves you 
or won’t leave you?

In fact, what is proper 
anyway about anything that 
makes you something you 
ordinarily aren’t, especially 
when it is so expensive?

The answer, many claim, 
is the book should be re­
titled "To educate people 
on how not to use alcohol.”

Increased Costs 
Of Road Work 
Require Grants

Br Sen Staff BmrUr

VICTORIA, April L —In 
irder to get its huge public

works program finished the 
provincial government prob­
ably will have to pay con­
tracting firms engaged on the
jobs more money than their 
contracts call for because of 
the increases in wages, price

I of materials and other costs 
I since the contracts were let.
I Public Work, Minister E. C.
I Carson announced this in the I 
Legislature this afternoon and 
declared the government intend, 
to let a senior court Judge sit a,

I arbiter and decide how much 
contractors should get.

Seven big contracting firms 
are concerned:

Campbell Construction Com­
pany, Fred Mannix and Co. Ltd., 
Dawson Wade and Co., General 
Construction Co. Ltd., Emil An­
derson Construction, W. C. Ar- 
nett and Co. and the Campbell- 
Mannix Companies.

I all over province

I They were engaged tn govern­
ment projects ail over the prov­
ince, including the Peace River-

Gov't 'Broke7 
Says Winch; 
|lfs April 1

Br Suh Staff Berorter
VICTORIA, April 1—The leg-

Here's Core
Of Final
Labor Bill

islatur* had Its April Foot's Day 
Joke, too.

On the stroke of noon, Opposi­
tion Leader Harold Winch rose 
to inform the government that 
again it is broke, because the

By San Staff Be porter

VICTORIA, April 1.—Here is 
what all the fight's been about
in British Columbia’s new labor 
bill:

Wording of the strike ballot tion members.
I The debate reached a hot point! 
[when Harold Winch, CCF leader,| 
I told Mr. Kenney to keep his tern-! 
;per or “you won’t get your bill 
'through.”

I new fiscal year has started and 
[the House has not yet formally 
passed the budget for fiscal 
year 1947-48.

Finance Minister Anscomb, j 
quick as a flash, retorted: "Ah, 
yes, but I've arranged to pay all 
the members of the House, ex­
cept the Opposition."

"Just try it," shouted Herbert 
Gargrave, CCF whip, “and just 
see when you get the session

clause, as redrafted by the Coali­
tion caucus, was made public forthe contractors put in their origi­

nal bids they could not foresee 
labor and material conditions 
that have developed since then.

I The companies have applied 
I for more money on the following

the first time today, when Labor 
Minister Peorge Pearson offered
it as an amendment to the orig­
inal draft of the bill.
FOR BOTH SIDES 

It reads:
Section 31 A: Notwithstanding 

anything contained in this act no 
person shall declare or authorize 
a strike, and no employee shall

like," retorted Mr. Winch.
Mr. Kenney put through 20 

amendments to nis original bill, 
explaining that these were of­
fered as a result of discussions 
with the industry.

One of the Important ones I 
was that the logging Operators I 
will have to pay stum page 
taxes on timber wasted.
CCF members, in opposing the 

bill, and claiming it will not bring 
! about sustained yield forestry

increasing labor’s wages.
3— Increase in truck hire rates 

allowed by the Public Utili­
ties Commission.
4— Material price increases al- majority of such employees who

Pearson Warns j 
'Greedy' Labor !

Br Sea Staff Bepsrter
VICTORIA, April L—Labor 

Minister George Pearson gave a 
warning to trades unions in the

lowed by the WPTB.
5—Die general ahortage of men,

1 material and machines.
: Mr. Csrson outlined the full 
I history of how contracts were! 
I called and let to the lowest bid­
ders. But, he said, neither the i 
contractors nor the engineers 
could have predicted that costa 
would Increase the way they 
have since the contracts were

Legislature today that it they 
persist in demanding more and 
more rights they will run into 
a reversal of feeling that will 
take away everything they have 
gained.

Rejecting a CCF amendment 
to the labor bill, Mr. Pearson 
said at the rate they are going 
now. wanting everything handed 
to them, unions will degenerate!

out or not to lockout has been 
taken and a majority of such 
employers who voted in favor

CCF Losing of a lockout.
SUPERVISED VOTE 

Section 72 of the bill provides 
that all strike and lockout votes 
must be supervised by the labor
minister or some one appointed
by him.

! But the new amendment 
moves the necessity for super 
ing votes on conciliation atvi

turn, he said.
“Where do you end up with a 

thing like thatî You find that 
everything is taken away from!
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Government Misses Boat On Liquor

® TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 1947

By Roy W. Brown, Editorial Director, The Sun

DRINKS WITH MEALS THE WAY TO MODERATION
The Victoria government’s official excuse 

for doing almost nothing this year in the 
way of intelligent liquor legislation — 
namely, that there was lacking any public 
agitation in favor of cocktail bars—was the 
thinnest kind of subterfuge. The fact of 
the case is there was too great pressure 
in behalf of the vested interests for the 
administration to withstand.

In assessing the reasons why the caucus 
was unable to make up its mind on a pro­
gressive policy, one interesting fact stands 
out. History repeats itself in that once 
again in British Columbia the temperance 
people joined forces with the beer barons, 
but of course for differing reasons.

For the beer manufacturers and dispens­
ers the present situation in this province 
represents paradise. The system based on 
emporiums for guzzling beer achieves the 
highest attainable consumption of beer. And 
the vested interest of the government, 
making a profit of almost a million dollars 
a month in sales of various beverages, in­
cluding the clandestine drinking in hotel 
rooms, is of tremendous importance in 
its final influence.

To me the most surprising and incon­
sistent factor in the Attorney-General’s an­
nouncement was the intimation the govern­
ment will attempt by educational agencies 
to train the people in the proper use of 
liquor. The government meanwhile will 
set an example of the most improper use

of drink that could possibly be imagined. 
In the fundamental logic of the govern­
ment’s educational plan the first lesson in 
a broad conception of moderate arid right 
drinking must be consideration of taking 
a light dram of liquid along with food.

It was this innovation, indeed, which the 
B.C. government promised, at the last elec­
tion, to bring about. The attorney-general 
of that day, R. L. Maitland, was con­
vinced the pathway to true temper­
ance lay along the line of encouraging the 
people to take some beer and light wines 
with their meals. He would have issued 
special licenses to hotels and good, honest 
restaurants so that if a patron called for a 
bottle of beer or a glass of wine hq could 

at table.

it says there was no public enthusiasm for 
“cocktail lounges,” the government now 
finds an excuse for forgetting the whole 
thing.

have it served

Maitland Plan
The Maitland plan was received with a 

good deal of public acclaim at the last elec­
tion campaign. It is important to recall 
that its basis was the proposition that 
licensees would have to supply the public 
with good accommodation. This original 
design was completely lost sight of in the 
recent discussion which led to the failure of 
the government to do anything worthwhile. 
Some in authority carelessly or by devilish 
cleverness—I don’t know which—transposed 
the original plan into a campaign for 
“cocktail lounges”—something not necessar­
ily contemplated originally at all. Because

The Disappearing Hotel
• In rural British Columbia years ago 

there were regular hotels having good, clean 
bedrooms with dining rooms serving excel­
lent food under the same roof as the bar 
which dispensed liquor. The hotelmen may 
have made his greatest profit in the sale of 
spirits and beer, but at the same time he 
was compelled to provide good accommoda­
tion for the travelling public. The old “bar” 
system—if you wish to call it that—at least 
possessed that merit.

What is the situation today? In scores 
of places the hotel has disappeared. In its 
place is a cheap beer-hall which maintains 
no dining room at all and in many cases 
farms out to an irresponsible concessionaire 
the minimum number of rooms required 
for the holding of a beer license.

The liquor question becomes very closely 
allied with the business of catering to tour­
ists. There are no adequate places for 
tourists to get food or to put up for the 
night. Auto camps and fishing resorts are 
doing a fine job, but for the casual tourist 
who has not been able to make bookings 
months ahead, there is today literally no 
accommodation and none in sight.

The beer people, with no public obligation

except to force more suds down tKe throats 
of the patrons, have no interest in anything 
except their own pockets. Literally a bon­
anza has been developed by a kind and com­
placent public in awarding beer licenses 
which have now become of priceless value. 
A few chairs and tables, a lease and a 
provincial beer license have become worth 
$50,000 in some places in this province, ac­
cording to fantastic deals which have al­
ready been recorded. And the effect of the 
policy of the government is to run up the 
paper values to double the present figures!

For Real Temperance
I believe the one way to achieve real 

temperance in B.C. is to get back on the 
beam of a fair conception of the public 
good—not to run the liquor business for 
the highest cash profits of the vested in­
terests, including the government itself, or 
even in the narrow interest of the so-called 
temperance organizations. Beer and light 
wines should only be sold by people who 
are willing to serve the public with good 
food ov good sleeping accommodation or 
both. The obscene guzzling system which 
merely develops a gold mine out of a beer 
hall will finally be discarded. If the govern­
ment is sincere in its idea of developing 
good drinking habits by the public that is 
the first lesson to be realized.

m FUS?
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« Alcoholic Instruction
The original impression that Gordon 

Wlsmer was going to teach people how to 
drink turns out to be an over-simplification, 

j The Attomey-Geheral isn’t going to deliver 
a "sip slowly” lectures or urge the lushes to 

shake well before using. Not he. He’s going 
j to hire someone else to explain the proper 
* use of alcohol and educate the people therein.

British Columbians are going to be made 
j to see the evil of their ways. En route to 
j the liquor store they will feel a gentle tug- 
I ging at their mental coat-tails. A still, small 
v voice will tell them, as they whisper their 
I order to the vendor, that the stuff isn’t 
j worth the money. On their way out they 
! will run into pickets carrying placards pro- 
j claiming “Bill Kennedy Unfair to Temper- 
! ance,” “Beware the Whisky Lurking in 
! Every Bottle," and suchlike slogans.

1 They will learn through government prop- 
j agenda that 40 percent of the contents of 
I the 25-ounce reputed quart is pure alcohol, 
j To imbibe it is sinful and a social disgrace.
; No one should be allowed to see the con-

I sumer in the act of consumption except a 
few close friends and the bell-boy who brings 
the mixer. Under no circumstances should 
the Jug be left around after the seal is 
broken. The only safe bottle is an empty

[New Business Tax 
iOptional to Cities

By Sen Staff Reporter
! VICTORIA, April 1—The new 
business tax recommended In the 
Goldenberg Report will be made 

discretion of

SSON I

infamy. They are indebted to Education 
Minister G. M. Weir for a comparison. Dr. 
Weir says that the mentor employed by the 
government will “correspond in temperance 
to Dr. Williams in control of venereal 
disease." This may show what the govern­
ment thinks of the people from whom it 
takes $11 millions annually in liquor profits.

Dr. D. H. Williams is remembered as an 
earnest young man who worked with fanatic 
zeal—and great credit to himself—to stamp 
out a loathsome social evil. Morally and 
medically, he was the scourger and the 
crusader on a scale never before seen in 
B.C. Unfortunately, the Legislature was 
told only last week that venereal disease is 
also worse now that it ever was and that 
sterner measures than education are required 
in the fight.

So it may be with liquor. Before this 
thing is finished, the government may even 
discover that true temperance is a state of 
mind and that the place for education to 
begin is in the councils of the legislators who, 
maintain a liquor system conducive to 
drunkenness.

optional at the 
municipal councils.

By Son 8UJ
VICTORIA, 
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jMLA's Would 
[Give Victoria 
Med. Faculty

By Sen Staff Reporter

j VICTORIA, April 2—Decision 
Of the University of B.C Board 
iof Governors that they oannot

jj start a medical faculty this yczr1 
jwas like waving a red flag to a! 
I bull for B.C/s Legislators.
| The governors’ decision, an- 
nounced in Tuesday afternoon 

[papers, had immediate reper­
cussions in the House, which 
last week passed a resolution 
urging the university to start 
immediately.

W. T. Straith, Cln., Victoria, 
jumped to his feet as soon as] 
the House convened Tuesday | 
night and declared if UBC won’tl 

|start the school the government! 
should give the money to Vic-I 
toria College and let them start | 
it in Victoria.

Harold Winch, CCF leader,! 
followed close behind and said! 

[it is time the House demanded! 
in no uncertain terms that the! 
university start the medical! 
school.

He moved a resolution re-1 
gretting the decision of the] 
university board and urging that] 
it be reconsidered.

The House did not come to a| 
vote on the motion because] 
Nancy Hodges (an, Victoria)!

Gargrave Gives 
|Tip to Lawyers

By 8ns Stsff Reporter

VICTORIA, April 2.—I 
Gargrave, sharp - wilted
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■SSON IN CONFUSION

Legislators Take More Pay 
So There'll Be Less to Tax

By Son Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, April 2.—Brit­

ish Columbia’s legislators 
got a lesson Tuesday night 
in the complications of high 
finance as determined by the 
federal Income Tax Depart­
ment. And it had personal 
implications.

Last week the government 
brought in a bill which de­
clares that $1500 of the $3000 
sessional indemnity received 
by the members is expenses. 
This was to give them a 
chance to claim income tax 
exemptions.

But Tuesday night, in a 
sudden surprise, an amend­
ment was put through de­
claring that $1000, not $1500, 
shall be considered as ex­
penses.

It looked, for a moment, as
if someone was trying to 
whittle down the savings 
members will make on their 
income tax.

But legal sources explain­
ed it differently;

"It's one of those cases 
if we give them more they 
get less; and if we give them 
less they get more.

The federal income tax law 
provides that, for legislators, 
one-half of the amount of 
their indemnity may be 
claimed as expenses it vouch­
ers are produced.

But by declaring that $1500 
was indemnity and $1500 
expenses, the original bill 
only left the way open for 
them to get deductions of 
$750, or half of their $1500 
indemnity.

Now, by setting the in­
demnity at $2000, members 
can claim up to $1000 as ex­
penses, in addition to the 
other $1000 they get as 
expenses.

It’s all very complicated, 
but if you read it over twice 
you’ll see how it works. Or 
will you?

The bill also declares that 
Opposition Leader Winch’s 
$2000 sessional allowance Is 
expenses, not salary.

■■ ______________....

THOUSE
B.C. LABOR CODE

CCF's Seven-Hour Fight Fails to 
Kill Strike Ballot, Penalties

By Sun Stuff Reporter

VICTORIA, April 2.—Despite a hot attack by the CCF, 
[the government-supervised secret strike ballot in the new 
B.C. labor bill was passed by the legislature Tuesday, alopg 
with penalties on unions for illegal strikes.

Debate on the measure went 
on from 10:30 a.m. until 5:45 in 

I the afternoon, with a break for 
1 lunch, and culminated in two 
J divisions secured by CCF leader 
I Harold Winch.
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Both times the government, 
| with a solid Coalition majority, 

rejected attempts by the CCF 
to defeat features of the super­
vised vote, and to remove penal­
ties on unions for striking ille­
gally.

Herbert Gargrave, CCF whip,

sometimes when you do that 
you find your hand cut with a 
piece of glass.”

One or two minor CCF amend­
ments in wording of the act 
were accepted by the govern­
ment, but ftiost of their 46 
changes designed to remove 
curbs on labor were rejected by 
the House.

"You can’t settle the problem I 
by cutting the wings of labor,” j 
shouted Mr. Gargrave. Sam g 
Guthrie (CCF, Cowichan-New- "wh0 led the opposition attack oncastle) warned the act is a ^talS 

the bill, declared the strike pen- ! mistake because it lakes rights i 
aittes were fought successfully; lrom labor they got 401
by British trade unions 45 years jyears ago. p
fiNES REDUCED °F FAS?,S»" „ . |

"The only reason you’re doing :sald11 0< r“cism’ h*f1
this is because of what was „You can call strlkes lllegal uEi
l°ne„ln,,15e m,“tv ; y°u want'" but you'» have them P
the United Mine Workers, he 1eQ, - - - ---- - ®

:

declared.
Under this you can break a 

union and make it impossible 
to function,” he added.

(Fines in the bill were cut in 
half by Labor Minister Pearson, 
but a union or employer can still 
be charged $125 a day for an il­
legal strike or lockout.)

Mr. Pearson insisted the ille­
gal strike penalties are not new 
and were contained in PC-1003, g 
the wartime labor code.

"Yes, but no one was ever! 
fined, so obviously it wasn’t! 
good law, and isn’t now,” Gar-1 
grave retorted.

In discussion of the super­
vised strike vote, Attorney- 
General Wismer disagreed with 
members who said it will not 
work, by pointing out that it 
can be held just as easily as 

■ provincial elections are held.
™ DRAMATIC MOMENT

There was a dramatic moment 
when Opposition Leader Winch 
tried to force a recorded vote on 
the supervised strike ballot.

Since the House was in com­
mittee no vote could he obtained 
on the issue directly, but Mr. 
Winch manoeuvred a division on 
a technical ruling from the com­
mittee chairman.

Again the Coalition voted sol­
idly. But Labor Minister George 
S. Pearson, who had previously 
announced his opposition to the 
strike ballot, rose very slowly 
frdm his chair to stand beside 
the Coalition members.

Mr. Winch had a heated clash 
with Premier Hart, attempting to 
get another vote on the question 
directly but was outgeneraled 
in parliamentary procedure and 
failed to get it.

Mr. Gargrave said the super­
vised vote is a blot on industrial 
relations of the province and 

ows the government has no 
confidence in unions.

■'You’ve no more right to li 
terfere with their affairs than 
you have with any other society. 

declared.
to nib

just the same,” declared Mr. Gar-g 
grave. "You can never take away$ 
the labor man’s right to strike." k 

In reply to E. E. Winch, CCF, g 
Burnaby, who sought an amend- ft 
ment forcing labor represents-1 
tion on the new Labor Relations* 
Board, Mr. Pearson said this isb 
intended anyway. $

Sandwiches, Music 
For Beer Parlors

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA. April 2.—Herbert 

Gargrave, CCF whip, today 
launched an attempt to get sand­
wiches and music into beer 
[parlors. \

He gave notice of an amend­
ment to the liquor act which' 
would wipe out the present 
bans against serving food and] 
playing of music in the parlors. 
Also he proposes they should bel 
able to serve soft drinks as well1 
as beer

His motion Is slated for debate 
later In the day.

m ■kk.i

, Ij ËM ;, m
sm, ^4$ s

mflniliSf

wm
,-W.;

V ' .1

E# v'V;'-j

Vancouver Voted 
New Tax Powers

By Sen Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, April 2.—Vancou-i 
ver today was given the power tü 
to levy a new business tax andfc 
to charge taxes on 7 percent - * 
the assessed value of imp; 
ments.

Amendments to the city e| 
charter having this effect were I 
passed by the legislature.
——
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ImÜNÎCÎPATÏTNËTmÀY gcCF 'GALLUP POLL' KEEP WARD SYSTEM JsHOWS LIQUOR TR EN
Retention Permitted Under 
Amendment to Municipal Act
VICTORIA, April 3—(CP)—An amendment to theg 

Municipal Act introduced in the House early today by Muni­
cipal Affairs Minister MacDonald provides that any muni­
cipality in the province may pass a resolution before June
30 to retain the ward system.

If a municipality retains the:
H ward aystem, councillors willl 

serve one-year terms, but if the» 
wards are abolished all muni-^> 
cipalities will come under the 
amendment which provides fori 
staggered two-year terms for®

I councillors, 
j MEDICAL SCHOOL 
j The final business act this^
\ morning was adoption of a« 
j resolution asking University of 
s British Columbia to reconsider 
8 Its position on the establishment]
| of a medical school. The motion 
|i was proposed by Opposition 
8 Leader Harold E. Winch, 
j Proposals for the university to 
| establish a medical school andp 

hospital’on the campus and that 
I the government undertake an in­
vestigation of the availability of I 
hospital accommodation In the 

I province for medical school pur­
poses were not acted upon.A bill was adopted giving Bti 
farmers with degrees In agricul-™3 
ture professional status as 

! agrologists. Eligible for member­
ship are graduates in agriculture 

I of University of B.C. or holders 
• of a university degree, and a g 

I three-year term of training must 
follow enrolment.
CCT OBJECTION 

A bill giving foresters a pro­
fessional standing got a two-hour 
rough ride before receiving final 
reading. Objection was taken by 
CCF and Coalition members to 

i Introduction of the measure one 
day before prorogation.

The $1000 salary increase for 
County Court judges passed third 
reading, but CCF members ob­
jected, holding it ultra vires of 
the Legislature. They plan to 
take it up with the federal min­
ister of justice.

Attorney - General Wismer 
agreed there was some question 
of the legality of the measure, 
but it was something that all 
other provinces but Quebec and 
Prince Edward Island were doing

Legislature 
Ends Session; 
104 Laws

Lt.-Gov. Banks 
Gives Assent 
To New Bills

HI Music in Beer' Parlors, Cafe Win 
Wanted; Few Favor Cocktail Bars

Br Sen Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, April 3.—A "gallup” poll on the liquor I 
question has been taken by the CCF Party, Opposition! 
leader Harold Winch told the Legislature Wednesday.

It favors sandwiches ànd music 
in beer parlors, is against cock­
tail bars, but favors beer and 
light wines in restaurants.

Mi^ Winch, declaring the gov­
ernment has evaded the whole 
liquor problem, and insisting 
that greater changes must be 
made, said his party’s analysis 
covered between 6000 and 7000 
people all over the province.

Following are the questions 
asked and the percentage of 
favorable replies received:

Do you favor the appointment 
of a Royal Commission to in­
vestigate all matters relative to 
liquor distribution and policies 
pursued in other provinces and 
the US. prior to,making any 
changes in the present B. C. 
system? 48 percent.

Should beer parlors be per­
mitted to sell sandwiches? 69 
percent. .

Should beer parlors be per­
mitted to have music? 17 per­

il cent. *
Should restaurants be permit­

ted to sell beer and light wines?
75 percent

Should regulations governing 
the licensing of beer parlors be 
made more stringent so as to en­
sure the most pleasant surround­
ings possible for patrons? 81 
percent.

Should the province permit, 
under proper regulatnons, the 
opening of cock tain bars? 39

■ ■

Br Sen SUM Reverter

VICTORIA, April 3.—Brit-] 
ish Columbia’s 21st Legisla­
ture ended its second session 
this morning after sitting |||j 
since February 11 and pass­
ing 104 pieces of legislation. 

g. Lieut.-Govemor Charles A.
Mi Banks arrived at the Legislature 
1 Buildings shortly before noon to 

, give assent to the bills approved 
9 by the members. __ .

I
 As It affects the people of the opening of cock tain bars? 
province, one of the meet im-|H!Pe™nt1'

Ho.................

-riant bills passed by the

labor relations which sets up, 
g for the first time in Canada, a 

supervised ballot before a strike] 
can be called.

Here are some of the chief 
acts passed by the House:

A record budget of nearly 
$59,000,000.

The carrying out of the 
Goldenberg report, which gives 
the municipalities $1,800,000 In 
extra grants.

Approval of the tax agree-1 
ment with the Dominion govern­
ment negotiated by Premier

Si
4-.

pm ;

Should the province permit ho­
tels, holding a beer license to 
deliver bottled beer to the rooms 
of guests during beer parlor 
hours? 54 percent.

Should the province permit ho­
tels, of acceptable standards, to 
have hotel clubs wherein a guest 
and friends could obtain drinks 
between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. and 
between 6 p.m. and 11 p.m? 39 
percent.

Are you In favor of night I 
dubs, subject to strict régula-1 
tions, being permitted to serve! 
drinks between certain hours? | 
50 percent.

ilution on an application' 
by road contractors lor Increase! 

Jin contract prices on Jobs undcr- 
iway on the Hart Highway and 
Ithe Hope-Princeton Road was| 
| adopted.
] A referee who will be a J—
41 of the supreme court or of the 
i court of appeal will sit a» an 

" ator to determine If higher 
- due the contractors.

John Hart under which the 
province gets nearly $23,000,000 
In return for surrender of its in­
come tax and succession duty 
rights.

The setting up of a system of 
forest management licenses that 
is designed to start the forest 
industry of a sustained yield 
basis.

Abortion of liquor permits 
3 and the establishment of a fund 
K to educate people In temperance 
lidrinktng.

I
 An elections act which gives 
Chinese and Hindus the right to 
vote in British Columbia lor the 

: time.
estrictions upon death benefit g 
ssment clubs and health and| 

| accident societies.
The legislature passed thn 

I acts giving professional rig" 
certain classes of sock 

ers will be lorced to Jo 
B.C. Teachers' Federati 

Its and foresters 
ofesslonal status.

InOUSE TURNS DOWN 
ITHREE BILLS OF CCF

Collection of Bock Pay in Lieu 
Of Holidays Wins Gov't Approval

Br lu BUM Reverter
VICTORIA, April 3.—The Legislature Wednesday re­

jected three CCF bills and accepted one as the legislators 
speeded up toward prorogation.

Accepted was Oppositloln Lead-1 classification bill, saying it would 
Harold Winch’s bill to give [help stamp ont juvenile de* 

Vftÿnrmjfworkers the right to collect back

Ë
' In lieu of the annual boll­
's they are entitled to under! 
government holiday bill. 1 

Defeated were:
M—An attempt by J. H. Corable,
1 Peace River, to have moving 

dures claasified according to 
ge of people who can see

nove by E. E. Winch, :
Ut pre marital bl< 

nmedtately. 
hur J. Tu 

East, to

Arthur B. Ritchie (Coalition, 
Salmon Arm) declared the 
movies are not alone responsible 
and asserted if the government 
is going to suppress movies it 
should deal with radio as well.

“Why,” he said, “I know boys 
who listen for 10 minutes to The 
Lone Ranger and then go out to 
try and shoot each other.” “Crime 

id "Gang Busters” have 
effect, he maintained. 

Ital blood tests.
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Uneasy Coalition
John Hart may not be indispensable to 

good government in British Columbia, but he 
comes dose to being indispensable to the 
Coalition government. Too dose. The very 
thought of his withdrawal has been enough 
to shake its foundations.

For six years he has been a capable man­
ager of provindal affairs. The government 
hasn't been permitted to get too far behind 
in its promises, nor its members too far out 
of line to preserve the united front. Mr. 
Harts’ talents as a mdlow conciliator have 
been invaluable.

But during the legislative session now 
ended the Liberals and Conservatives didn’t 
perform together as smoothly as they used 
to do. Members seemed more restive—as if 
they suffered from harness galls. The man 
in the driver’s seat couldn’t keep such a 
tight rein on them.

And, when he steps down, who will take 
over? People have gained the impression 
that Mr. Hart may not be on hand for an­
other session. The quieter life of a senator 
would be less tiring. He has lined up a 
program which should keep him occupied as 
premier until the end of this year but he 
isn’t committed beyond that.

The line of succession isn’t obvious by any 
means. Mr. Anscomb’s great abilities do not 
include a capacity to unbend far enough to 
appeal to unreconstructed Liberals. Indif­
ferent health rules out Mr. Pearson as a can­
didate. Both Mr. Wismer and Mr. Kenney 
would have a certain following among their 
Liberal colleagues. A Wismer boom began

to gather momentum a little while ago but 
it ran into too many rugged Conservatives.

By the time a Liberal executive meeting 
discusses the dilemma late this year the 
situation may be clearer. In the meantime 
Mr. Hart is left to do as much as he can for 
a province for which he has already done so 
much.

Mr. Hart is a PGE enthusiast. The rail­
way could be sold to land-hungry Americans 
if he would reinstate the original land grants. 
But he will soon go East to try to arrange 
an all-Canadian partnership to extend the 
rails northward and keep the ownership at 
home. He will attempt to persuade the 
Dominion Government, the CPR and the 
CNR to co-operate for the good of the coun­
try—and the incidental relief of the B.C. 
taxpayers now carrying PGE deficits.

His notable bargaining powers will also be 
used to revive the Green Book proposals for 
universal employment, old-age pensions and 
health insurance. Some federal spokesmen 
have said that the better cash terms given 
seven provinces for taxation rights require 
modification of social security assistance 
offered by the federal government. Mr. Hart 
wants to get a meeting between the provinces 
which have signed the tax agreements, and 
the Dominion authorities, to work out the 
details along the original lines.

Whatever progress he can make toward 
these aims will reflect credit upon his Coali­
tion government It will also demonstrate, 
once again, that the Coalition and its future 
depend too much upon one man.

:

■ MMM

GOVT DEFEATS CCF MOVE 
TO END LICENSE TRAFFIC mm-*

Br In Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, April 3.—The 

I legislature Wednesday defeated, 
| on a show of hands vote, a CCF 
I attempt to prevent traffic in beer 
I parlor licenses by declaring they 
B are not transferable.

Herbert Gargrave (CCF, Mac- 
jkenzie), who moved the clause, 
I said he knew of one license in 
I Vancouver that had turned over 
I three times in the last eight 
1 years, first for $19,000, then for 
| $27,000 and now is offered it 
I $85,000.
1 ‘The government is aiding and 
I abetting this traffic in licenses. 
0 There is no reason why when a I man is finished with his license

it should not be cancelled," 
declared.

Attorney-General Gordon Wis­
mer rejected the plan because, 
he said, it amounted to outright 
confiscation since the sale of a 
hotel goes with a license.

But three Coalition members, 
Nancy Hodges, Victoria, Dr. J.

he beer licenses, controlled by 
; liquor board. ,
1 Mr. Gargrave declared the gov- \
ernment already has such a sec­
tion to govern dub licenses and j 
he could see no difference.

"Ah, but clubs are composed | 
I of a group of men gathered for ij

M.CU Will» , ■.
«° ** “fSÜ
____-.-..sefl

fancy i
J. Gillis, Yale, and W. A. C. Ben 
nett, South Okanagan, voted with 
the OCF In the attempt 
passed.

Mr. Wismer said he wouldn’t 
subscribe to the idea that all ho­
tel men and beer parlor operators p 
are “rogues and rascals” and 
said the government does not in­
tend to stop men selling their 
hotels if they want. There is al­
ready restriction on transfers of

~~ Mil liiH'IIMIISIMMUll—lUfrilOTflTr

social purposes. It is not the : 
same principle,” retorted the at- 2, 
torney-general.
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Lost Minute Flare-Up

HOUSE APPROVES 
ELECTIONS BILL

By Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter 
VICTORIA, April 3.—When the next election rolls £ 

around in B.C. for choice of members of the Legislature,) 
Chinese and East Indians will be able to cast ballots.

gP&eJ

The Legislature Wednesday 
brought this about by passing 
the new elections bill. But Jap­
anese are still barred from the 
vote.

The House wrote into the bill 
a provision that voters must have I 
an adequate knowledge of the| 
French or English language. It) 
is the first time such a condition j

p*||
There was a last minute flare* has been called for in the B.C. 

up on the bill when Harold Winch,jjaw>
CCF leader demanded the remov- 
al of all race discrimination in 
the law.

'The bill shows,” he said, thii 
government agrees with the Fas 
cist idea of making people second 
class citizens because of their!

v- :
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I Legislature Still Hopeful 
jOf Prorogation This Week

By GORDON ROOT 
From the Vancouver Dally Province 1 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The Legislature I 

today moved into what is expect-1 
ed to be its final week with the I 
order paper still filled with work. I 

Private members, anxious to I 
^get home after eight week* in j 
Victoria, are hopefully planning I 
[prorogation for Wednesday night. I 
[Morning sittings will likely start I 
Tuesday in an attempt to clear] 
up the remaining business.

However, there are still a num-1 
Iber of vitally important bills |
I to be considered and there is still j 
some prospect of an Easter ad-1 
joumment.

| The contentious labor bill, It I 
[is expected will take a full day | 
r to pass through second reading | 
[and committee. Opposition mem-1 
jbers, who will carry labor’s bat-1 
tie to the floor of the House, | 
have more than 50 amendments | 
and the government will also] 
have a number of minor changes. I 

The Forest Act, providing for j 
perpetuation of British Columbia | 
timber lands, is ready to go into I 
committee but Lands Minister g 
E. T. Kenney has a score of I 
amendments to the bill and there I 
will be a lengthy discussion of] 
many of the clauses.

Amendments to the Motor Ve-I 
hide Act, providing additional] 
financial protection for traffic 0 
accident victims, and changes ini 
the Provincial Elections Act, both] 
subjects that the CCF will be] 
eager to debate, have still toi 
come up for second reading. Thel 
Liquor Act amendments are not! 
yet through second reading, 

j Changes in the Municipal Act,] 
including amendments recom- f 
mended by the Goldenberg Re-J 
port, have not yet been introduc-j 
ed in the House.

Altogether there are 16 bills] 
| on the order paper for second g 
| reading, 17 others at the com-1 
imittee stage and 12 resolutions \ 
9 to be debated.

[Labor Bill 
action Again 

I Delayed
I From The Vancouver Daily Province! 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—Another Coalition! 

i caucus discussed the contentious!
■ Labor Bill throughout the mom-1 
Ring, breaking up at 12:15 noon,5 
land tint reports seeping into? 
| Parliament Building corridors | 
I said members were "standings
■ pat*
1 There was no indication whe-e 
Ether the bin would be presented| 
I to the Legislature today; no indi-t 
I cation who would present it.
I The bill, much protested by!
■ labor, provides lor government E
■ supervision of strike votes.

i TUESDAY, APRIL 1,1947.

|New Labor Code Bill 
j Approved 35 to 11

VICTORIA (CP)—Safeguards against strikes are to 
be made even stronger than those originally provided in 
the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitration Act bill.* - » < 

Amendments Introduced by Labor Minister Pearson 
in committee stage in the House today provide for a direct 
strike vote, in addition to the earlier requirement of A**tt 
on acceptance or rejection of a conciliation award. Similar 
provision governing employers is made concerning lock­
outs.

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—The government crisis over the new prov­

incial labor code, developed through a half-dozen angry 
! meetings of the Coalition caucus, collapsed like a pricked 
[balloon Monday afternoon when Labor Minister George S. 
I Pearson rose to pilot the bill through second reading in the 
I House.

The bill was given second reading, 35-11, with opposi­
tion members voting in a block against it. The bill, which 
| had resulted in mass labor lobbying at the legislative build­
ings, provides for government supervised compulsory secret 
I strike votes and penalties for illegal strikes and lockouts.

Though the bill has received
■ second reading, it was obvious 
| a battle will be waged in the
■ House when compulsory strike 
[vote sections are considered, CCF 
[members have indicated they will 
[make every effort to have the 
[act changed in this respect.
1 The Legislature spent two 
[hours of this morning plodding 
[through 15 sections of the act 

The opposition attempted un- 
I successfully to obtain removal 
8 of all reference to employees’ 
n organizations and to have domes- 
3 tic servants, farmers, horticul- 
iturists, hunters and trapper» in- 
[eluded in the act.

With frankness unusual among 
I members of the cabinet 
I in public, the labor minister told 
| the House he did not agree with 
E the sections of the bill that in- 
Eslst on compulsory voting with 
I unions under government super- 
! vision.
[bows TO PEOPLE'S WILL 

But he also expressed belief 
I that public opinion in British 
| Columbia strongly favors the 
[move and he was prepared to 
[bow to the will of the majority.

For an instant when Premier 
[John Hart called "Bill No. 39 in 
[second reading* there was an 
[obvious tension. Then, as the 
[minister of labor rose to explain 
[ principles of the bill, Coalition 
[members pounded their desks in 
] resounding applause for him.

It was obvious Mr. Pearson 
[had swallowed his personal be- 
1 liefs to accept the will of Ms 
| party.

And after the debate, when 
[Opposition Leader Harold Winch 

tor ». division on the 
wage through second 
Coalition members vei­

led solidly for it
i spoke his 

listened

supporting such a bill.’’
‘I thought he would come 

into the House in sack cloth and 
ashes and give up the ghost. I 
still think he should give up the 
ghost.”
LACK Op KNOWLEDGE" 
Opposition Leader Harold 

Winch suggested Mr. Pearson 
"had auccumbed to the wishes 
of those who hadn’t the exper­
ience of knowledge he had.”

The Coalition has not recog­
nized the value of the labor min­
ister’s experience and wisdom, 
declared E. E. Winch, (CCF 
Burnaby).

There are to be two important 
changes in the bill as it was 
introduced, Mr. Pearson report­
ed.

Penalties against individual 
members of a trade union will 
be eliminated and other pen­
alties will be reduced by 50 
per cent. But union members 
will be called on to vote, by 
secret ballot and under gov­
ernment supervision, specifi­
cally on whether they wish to 
go on strike.
From the minister’s speech 

there was no denying there had 
been a crisis in caucus.

At one point he admitted he 
had disagreed with the caucus 
on the question of secret ballot- 
vision.

‘I’m afraid that I have been 
misunderstood due to the great 
deal of unnecessary talking." — 

He favored the secret ballot, 
Mr. Pearson said, but he was 
convinced the trade unions were 
capable of handling their own 
affairs.

"A great many old time 
unions must take a secret 
before they call a strike, 
own feeling Is that that 
be the extent of the

uct them." 
j “But I must admit there is a 
great deal of alarm among the 
public about the way some 
unions are taking ballots.”

Some of the stories, the mlnls-l 
ter continued, in his belief, were] 
fantastic.

"What I believe doesn’t matter.!
I am convinced there is a gen-1 
eral feeling on the part of thel 
public that some votes have been g 
taken in a wrong manner.”

Mr. Pearson expressed thel 
opinion that government super-1 
vision of votes would be almost [ 
impossible to apply. He cited | 
the IWA strike in 1946 where, | 
he said, such a vote would have) 
taken weeks.

TELLS DISAPPROVAL 
“Maybe I am placing myself In I 

a rather foolish position when II 
stand before the House and bring! 
in a bill which has clauses of| 
which I don’t fully approve.

“The papers have been trying [ 
to tell me what to do and nog 
doubt some members in this* 
House would like to tell me what) 
to do."

Briefly the minister #eviewed| 
his 14 years as director of thel 
government labor policy and| 
added:

“I am conceited enough tol 
think that in that time I’ve done] 
some good for labor.

“I refuse to agree that because |
I disagree with some sections of [ 
the Act I should sever cornice-1 
lions with the government and] 
with the department of labor.

PULLS NO PUNCHES 
Mr. Gargrave, as chief Oppo-I 

sition critic of labor, followed | 
Mr. Pearson—and he pulled no| 
punches in his criticism of the| 
new Industrial Conciliation and | 
Arbitration Act.

He was of the opinion that the I 
Act was designed to cut down[ 
organized labor to the power it | 
had in the 1930’s.

He viewed with alarm the] 
declaration of the labor minister | 
that the government supervised [ 
strike vote, "which had one orj 
two redeeming features” is to be j 
made even stronger.

’If he expects organized labor! 
to accept provisions of this kind! 
he has a greater knowledge ot| 
organized labor than I have."

“The bill is in harmony with I 
the thoughts of industrial leaders ! 
of British Columbia and similarly I 
out of harmony with thel 
thoughts and ideas of organized \ 
labor.”

CLAIMS “TOBIES” BULB 
Introduction of the Bill, said] 

Opposition Leader Winch, is con- [ 
ctete evidence that Tories rule \ 
the cabinet.

He wondered how the labor! 
minister would be able to ad-| 
minister the Act when he was | 
opposed to at least one important | 
section.

Allan J. McDonell (Coalition, | 
Vancouver Centre) declared 
bill preserved tho-rtghts of organ-1 
ized labor as well as looking a 

unorganized person wb
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\LAST days of the legislature
Wrangling Mingled With Mild Pleasantries
From The Vancouver Dally Province 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Although the 

House still plans to prorogue be­
fore Good Friday and despite the 
pressure of business that must 
be completed In the next three 
days, the Legislature on Monday 

| found time to remember the 
little niceties of life, and even 
to wrangle.

Opposition Leader Harold E.
1 winch heartily congratulated 
1 Premier John Hart on his birth-
£ d*He believed the congratulations 
1 next would be offered in the 
3 Senate.
3 The premier admitted the 
I birthday was his 68th but de- 
I dared that he felt much younger.
I SPECIAL CAUCUS 
I "Within the following minute 
1 the House was hurled into the 

tS most dramatic scene it has wlt- 
|y nessed during the current ses- 
jS sion.
t* Members of the opposition and 
JÊ the press gallery knew a special 
“T Coalition caucus to discuss the 

] Industrial Conciliation and Arbi- j tratlon Act had ended two and 
Ja half hours previously.
S . Outside the walls of the gov- 
Jemment members room, where 
i caucus meetings are held, there 
j had been no hint of Labor Minis­
ter George S. Pearson’s attitude. 

His reading of the bill brought]

I
loud bursts of applause and pro­
tests thundered around Herbert 
Gargrave, CCF whip when he] 
cracked back at Mr. Pearson. 

Opposition Leader Harold

1
 Winch had queried the minister] 
on what was to be done, if any­
thing, on the bringing of railway 
employees under the B.C. labor] 
laws. . , , ,

He noted the courts had ruled

I
 against the CPR over the refusal 
by the company to grant em­
ployees of the Empress Hotel a 
44-hour week In compliance with 
B.C. legislation.
The minister said he believed 
the case was going to be appeal­
ed, and stated his department 
would take over Jurisdiction of 
the railway employees It it was
P But, he pointed out, it would 

I be a difficult situation if the] 
employees of one company were I governed by the labor laws of 
the nine provinces,

1 Mr. Gargrave suggested that 
I the minister was perhaps afraid] 
I Of the CPR. it being such a large 1 company, to which Mr. Pearson

r*"Tm not afraid of the CPR or

I
 any other company. But I'm-not 
going to make a tool of myself 
on a matter as Evolved as this. 
Mr. Gargrave shot back; You 
I did this afternoon."
Members of the House. led by 
Premier Hart, Jumped to their 
feet demanding a withdrawal of 
the remark and an apology to 
the minister. Voices were raised 
and for a time Chairman Thomas 
Love had difficulty being heard 
in his demands for order.

Mr. Gargrave finally wltl*^*i 
I the remark, telling the minister] 
I he wi

Tom Uphill, the legislature’s 
sole independent, wore his hat— 
exercising a1 member’s preorga- 
tive.

Harold Winch, who scored the 
legislature's new tangled public 
address system when the session 
opened, even found favor with it, 
agreeing that the government’s 
$3000 spent on the device was a 
good idea, but added a rider that 
it needed a trained man to oper­
ate it—an observation with which 
all members agreed.

Mr. Winch, who is the legisla­
ture's sole qualified electrician, 
has answered many SOS’s from 
members—government and op­
position—in trouble with their 
switches.

The evening debate lacked the! 
drama of the afternoon sitting! 
but there were hetic moments asl 
Lands Minister E. K. Kennedy! 
pushed the revised forestry bill] 
through committee.

Opposition Leader Winch took I 
exception to the method in which! 
the Lands Misister was explain- ™ 
ing sections of the new act.

“Neither of us knows anything I 
about forestry," commented Mr. F 
Winch.

“I was in the logging business," | 
replied Mr. Kennedy "before my I 
honorable friend was dry behind | 
the ears."

Members were patently slap-| 
happy.

Press Gallery 
Honors Premier, 
Veteran Members

VICTORIA (CP) — Premier 
John Hart, ex-Premier T. D. 
Pattullo, and Thomas Uphill, 
lone Labor member of the 3 
House and Its oldest member in 
consecutive years of service, 
were guests of honor at a re­
ception given by the Press 
Gallery for all members of the 
House Monday.

Premier Hart and Mr. Pat­
tullo were told that soon they 
would receive scrolls entitling 
them to honorary life member­
ship in the Gallery, the former 
for 21 years of service, and the 
latter for 21 years completed in 
1937.

The Gallery presented 
brief case to Mr. Uphill toi 
mark his 27th year as member I 
for Fernie.

Vote Act Sets 
Language Limit

VICTORIA—Britlsh Colum-1 
bia’a new Election Act will in­
clude a provision that Chinese 
and East Indians must have an 
adequate knowledge of English 
or French before they are given 
the vote.

This recommendation was 
made today by the Election Act 
committee and will be included 
in the bill, now in second reading 
stage in the House. The provision 
previously was in the bill, was 
deleted, now Is going back in

PGE To Get 50 Buses 
For Peace River Run

By Canadian Pre*s 
VICTORIA - The Provincial 

Government will provide *200,000 i 
for purchase of buses and trucks 
by the Pacific Great Eastern Rail­
way Company to operate a pass­
enger and freight service over 
the John Hart highway into the 
Peace River district, under a 20 
year franchise act now before 
the Legislature, Premier Hart an­
nounced after a meeting of the 
railway’s board of directors.

It is in addition to the $633,000 
already provided this year for 
purchase of railway rolling stock 
and equipment with the $200,000 
the company will purchase three 
50 passenger buses, three seven 
passenger automobiles, four 
trucks with a 10 ton pay load 
capacity, four four-wheeler trail­
ers of 10 ton pay load, and four 
134 ton panel trucks for the trans­
portation of express goods.

When the Hart highway Is 
opened, it will be possible to 
make the trip from Dawson 
Creek to Vancouver by way of 
Squamish, a distance of 747 miles 

| In 42 hours.. The premier said

Voting Staff 
Gin Handle 

Strike Ballot
From The Vancouver Daily Province I 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Attorney-Gener­

al Gordon Wismer told the Legis­
lature this afternoon that prov­
incial election machinery could 
handle government supervision 
of strike votes as called for in 
the new B.C. Labor Bill.

Strongly supporting the I 
measure now before the House! 
for second reading, the attorney-1 
general declared there could thus 
be no objection to the measure on 
the grounds it could not be pro­
perly administered.

“I have been a supporter of 
labor for years," he said. “I can 
see no argument against a gov­
ernment îsupervlsed vote. Those 
who opposed the measure, saymg 
it is not possible, thus admit vthat 
you' don't have a secret ballot 
when you go on strike."

Supporting Mr. Wismer, B.I. 
“Boss" Johnson, flatly denied 
that only Progressive-Conserva­
tive members of the Coalition 
had sponsored the compulsory 
government-supervised strike 
vote.

this compares with 64 hours from I 
Dawson Creek to Vancouver by I 
way of Edmonton, a distance ofg 
1266 miles.

The bus service will provide 
three trips weekly, running from 
Dawson Creek to Quesnel, there 
to connect with the PGE train. 
It will take 16 hours, Including 
two hours for stop-overs and rest 
periods. Buses will have reclin­
ing chairs so that passengers 
may sleep enroule. Passenger 
automobiles will meet chartering 
requirements.

At the same time. Premier 
Hart disclosed the purpose to 
which the $663,000 for railway 
equipment is to be put. The com­
pany will purchase 75 new stan­
dard steel box freight cars, to 
cost $300,000; 21 new standard 
steel flat cars, $75,000; and two 
new Mikado type locomotives, 
$210,000.

Used equipment to be pur-1 
chased will Include one passer-r 
ger coach, $10,000; three sleeping! 
cars, $45,000; one dining car, $13,-r 
000: and one baggage and ex-] 
press car, $10,000.

Beef Exports 
May Be Taxed 
Thirty Cents

VICTORIA (CP) !— Agricul-i 
ture Minister Putirmi Introduced' 
a bill into the House Monday 
providing that “every person, ip- 
cluding every co-operative asso­
ciation, shall pay to the minister 
the sum of 30 cents for each bull, 
steer, or female of the Bovine 
species, other than a cow, ship­
ped by him for slaughter to a 
place outside the privince; and 
he shall make returns and make 
payment to the minister in the 
manner and at times provided 
in respect of a packer by this 
act."

Attorney General Wismer in­
troduced an amendment to the 
Escheats Act providing that 
where lands, tenements or 
heritaments, or any personal 
property, any interest or equity, 
has escheated or become for­
feited to the Crown, the lieuten­
ant-governor in council may ap­
point a person to take posses­
sion of all or part and manage 
it for some time as he thinks 
proper; may rent or sen by pri­
vate sale any part, advertise for 
sale by tender or sell at public 
auction. The proceeds shall be 
freed from any claims, legal, 
equitable or moraL

An act to amend the local Im­
provement Act introduced Mon­
day provides that in all munici­
palities except Victoria and Van­
couver, all new loans or refund­
ing loans must be issued on a 
serial basis, with a maximum of 
30 years for repayment.



TUESDAY, APRIL 1,1947

End of Liquor Permits Seen 
Big Aid to Tgurist Tjaffie

ntracts Worth $15, Million « 
Road Work To Be Reviewed |

■Hamm

AY.i

By CLYDE GILMOUR,
Dally Province Staff Reporter 

VICTORIA — British Colum- 
| bla’s two champion publicists put 
1 their heads dose together here 
<j today like old-fashioned barber- 

; shop harmonlzers and sang a 
- glad little April-the-First song—I 
land they weren’t fooling.

The warblers: Leo Sweeney, 
j president of the Evergreen Play-j 
i ground Association and pastj 
-ipresident of the Vancouver 
j Tourist Association, and George 

ary ■ manager of 
Sthe Victoria and Island Publicity 
1 Bureau.

"Make no mistake about it,”
I said Mr. Sweeney, “the removal 
I of liquor rationing and the 
I abandonment of the pesky permit 
I system, effective today, will be 
I of tremendous help in encourag- 
ling tourist traffic In 1947."
1 RECORD YEAR

"You’re right,’’ said Mr. War- 
Iren. "All the signs point to an 
| all-time record tourist year.”

Mr. Sweeney conferred with 
I Mr. Warren before boarding the 
I ferry for Port Angeles in a two- 
Jday tour of B.C. and the state 
I of Washington. His program in- 
I dudes talks with mayors and 
■tourist offldals in Port Angeles, 
I Olympia, Tacoma and Seattle.

In Victoria, boosters Sweeney 
land Warren promptly ran Into 
] cheering news.

George Taulin, local agent for 
i the Black Ball ferry line, told 
i them plans are complete for in- 
| stallatlon June 1 of a new and 
I vastly improved ferry service 
«linking Seattle, Port Angeles and 
j Victoria.

"We expect to carry 40,000 
Scars during June, July and 
| August,’’ said Mr. Taulin. “Prob- 
j ably 70 per cent of them will 
I pass through Vancouver either 
looming or going. All previous 
1 records will be smashed."

I Identification 
Numbers 

I For Voters
VICTORIA (CP) — Provincial! 

| electors will be assigned numbers! 
I for Identification purposes under] 
Ian amendment to the Elections 
I Act Bill now before the Legiala- 
Iture.

In second reading of the bill 
jin the House Monday, R. H. Car- j 
Ison, chairman of the all party 
I committee that spent most of last 
I year reviewing the obsolete act, 
1 said new registration forms 
| would be smaller and s'
I than the old. Affidavits 
8 no longer be required, and 
| old requirement of 30 day’s i 
jdenee in an electoral district 
| would be removed.
| The bill also makes provision 
I for advanced polls and absentee

• change in the exist-1 
' i to remove the < 
i of Chinese and 1

Japanese .
the vot —*

E From The Vancouver Daily Provlnc* I 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — Revision of 
government construction con­
tracts totalling at least $15,000,- 
000 will be considered by a 
senior court judge.

In the Legislature Public 
Works Minister E. C. Carson | 
gave notice of a resolution that 
would refer the applications of 
seven contractors for increases 
in their contracts to a supreme 
court or appeal court judge.

The companies, working on 
major projects in the province, 
including the Hope-Princeton 
and John Hart Hiwhways, have 
asked that their bids on the work 
be increased because of addition­
al costs.

In a brief to the government 
they have pointed out that 
amendments to the Hours pf 
Work Act and the Annual Holi­
day Act, passed in 1946, have 
substantially Increased their 
costs on contracts accepted prior 
to the last session of the 
Legislature.

Similarly, they said, other 
government regulations had 
boosted costs beyond the! 
estimates made when tenders; 
were submitted.

Construction firms here have! 
long sought provision of the "es­
calator clause" in government 
contracts, as is the case in the 
majority of ordinary commercial 

I building contracts nowadays.
Rising costs, building men say, 

make it impossible to undertake 
work of any size at a fixed price, 
unless a clause is inserted in 
the agreement providing that if 
labor or materials advance, the 
added costs will be borne by the 
party ordering the work done.

Such a clause is known as the| 
"escalator." The government is 
the only body which refuses 
enter contracts containing es-1 
calator clauses. For this reason 
many contractors now decline to] 
bid on government work.

[CCF Advocates 
-op Supervision

VICTORIA — Supervision of 
operatives the same as with 
dit unions was advocated by 

CCF mc:--.bers led by Joseph 
ble, Peace River member, in j 

he House Monday.
•Their pleas went unanswered I 

ring debate on second reading 
of an act to amend the Coopéra- 

: Associations Act 
Amendment to the act wipes I 

lout a ruling that owners of fish 
■boats can not bid on fish caught 
I by their boat if any crew mem- 
I here were members of co- 
1 operatives. -

Minister Warns 
|B.C. Hospitals

VICTORIA — If any hospital I 
I should be found to be discriminât-1 
ling against Workmen's Compen-I 
Isation Board patients, Labor! 
I Minister George S. Pearson told I 
[the House Monday night; “As!
I provincial secretary I will cut off I 
I its grant.”

Herbert Gargrave (CCF-Mac- ! 
Ikenzie) said he had been told! 
j that a Victoria hospital had failed I 
I to give proper service to a Work-1 
I men’s Compensation board) 
| patient.
| The minister pointed out that I 
[if any such case had arisen, aft 
I report should be made to theft 
I authorities immediately. But he! 
| added, it should be remembered [ 
[that often times sick persons| 
| would grumble without justifies-[ 
I tion about the service they | 
■ received.

___________________
Labor Minister 
Urges Safety Drive

! From The Vancouver Daily Province I 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA — The increasing I 
I number of accidents in industry I 
1 could be cut in half if employers I 
I took an interest in a safety pro-1 
I gram and urged employees to I 
I take precautions, Labor Minister I 
I George S. Pearson said in the I 
I House Monday night.

Arthur Turner (CCF - Vancou-1 
Iver East) asked the minister dur-1 
ling estimates discussion if he I 
1 could give any reason why the! 
I number of accidents was increaa-|
| mg-

Mr. Pearson said green hands I 
I were one reason, he guessed. Few | 
I accidents happened from faulty | 
I equipment

IWard System 
|To Be Abolished

VICTORIA—Abolition of thel 
I Ward system anfi automatic two-j 
I year terms for reeves and councl-1 
I tors is provided for in an act' to| 
I amend the munietpol eleettor 
1 act introduced in the House Mo 
I day by Municipal Affairs 7 
iter R. C. MacDonald.

■

Labor Bill 
Passed 
By House

By GORDON ROOT 
I From The Vancouver Dally Province 

Victoria Bureau
j VICTORIA — The Industrial 
", Conciliation and Arbitration Act, 
storm centre in the Coalition ■ 
caucus in the Legislature tor :■? 
two weeks, was given third read- b: 
ing today and requires only the fe 
assent of the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor to be placed on the statute Sj 
books.

The new provincial labor code S 
will become law when dominion ' , 
wartime labor regulations are ft 
withdrawn, probably in June. ft 

The bill was passed only after ft 
members of the CCF opposition ft 
had resorted to every parliament- ft 
ary weapon In efforts to prevent ft, 
passage.
TRY TO DELETE CLAUSE 

In third reading, almost in- 
variably a formality, opposition 'ft 
members again tried to have the ft 
clause providing for government ft 
supervision of a compulsory ■». 
strike vote deleted.

They forced » division but 
government members, Includ­
ing Labor Minister George S. ft 
Pearson who had expressed 
personal opposition to the ; 
clause, stood solidly in favor of ft 
its retention.
By a vote of 35-11 the House ft: 

defeated an amendment intro- ft 
duced by Opposition Leader ;. 
Harold E. Winch.

1 PLENTY OF FIGHT
jj But there was still plenty of U
| fight in the CCF.
I Herbert Gargrave (CCF-Mac- ] 
ikenzie), moved a second amend- | 
| ment to postpone third reading h 
I for six months, which in effect | 
g would have killed the bill.

That move, too, was lost.
Then Mr. Winch tried another I 

I dodge.
I As the bill was up for third f 
i reading, he pointed out that in 
I accordance with parliamentary 
| procedure there should have been 
|reprinted copies containing 
□ amendments passed in commit-
9 tee.
1 BILLS PRODUCED 
| After a three-minute delay the 
1 reprinted bills were produced end 
I third reading was given.
| In a lengthy battle Tuesday,
■ Premier Hart had avoided a
■ direct vote on the government 
i supervision of strike votes clause,
I apparently to protect his labor 
I minister whose opposition to the 
| clause had brought a major crisis 
sin caucus.
I Today, there was no attempt 
I by government members to 
I dodge the issue. Without hésita- 
| tion Mr. Pearson took his stand
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New Taxes 
On Utilities, 
Beer Parlors

VICTORIA (CP)—Legislation 
empowering municipalities to im- 
I&se taxes *n beer licensees, a 
three per cent tax on the reven­
ues of public utilities and a gen­
eral business tax was before the 
legislature Tuesday.

The legislation will implement 
some of the major recommenda­
tions of the Goldenberg Report. 
BEER PARLOR TAX

Annual tax on beer parlors will 
vary from $85 for those who pay 
to the province a license fee of 
$600 down to $30 annually for 
those who pay a license fee of 
less than $350.

Contrary to the request of the 
executive of the union of B.C. 
Municipalities, the business tax 
Is not made mandatory. It pro­
vides that the tax be based on, 
but not exceed 10 per cent of the 
rental value of the business and 
allows deduction of any trade 
licenses paid.

Utilities paying the three per

Poll Favors! 
Beer Sale 
In Cafes
Prom The Vancouver Dally Province!

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Indication that I 

majority of British Columbiana | 
favor sale of beer and light wines I 
In restaurants came fol» after-1 
noon when Opposition Leader! 
Harold Winch released result I 
of a CCF-inspred questionnaire j 
answered by 7000 persons.

Seventy-five per cent said the 
Liquor Act should be so amend­
ed.

He declared 48 per cent wanted 
a Royal Commission Investiga­
tion of the liquor situation "from 
production to distribution.”

- Mr. Winch was speaking during 
second reading of Liquor Act 
amendment».

He said 69 per cent of the 7000 
people want food In beer parlors; I 
57 per cent want music in beer [ 
parlors; 81 per cent wanter more t 
stringent beer license régula-1

cent tax will be exempt from the ! tlons; only 40 per cent favored | 
business tax and all taxes on im- ' cocktail bars; 50 per cent said | 
provements including pole lines, g night clubs should be subject to
Knn^Imira 4v*anl.e Unt ...til .till ^ ctririf TbOlllatinnbuildings and tracks, but will still 
be required to pay land taxes.

Telephone companies will pay 
the taxes on the basis of three 
per cent of gross rentals from 
subscribers, Including toll 
charges within the municipality. 
Gas and light or power com­
panies will pay three per cent 
of revenuatreceived from sale of 
gas or power.
COSTS EASED

Another measure Introduced In 
the bill which will ease the bur­
den of rising costs In municipali­
ties provides that they need no 
longer pay for the transport of 
prisoners to the provincial jail 
or for the maintenance of those 
Imprisoned under the summary 
Convictions Act.

Debt limits and requirements 
for future borrowing by muni­
cipalities was set forth in a bill 
to amend the Municipal Act at 
tile legislature Tuesday.

The bill provides thatr/ all 
money bylaws must be approved 
by the inspector of municipalities 
before being submitted to the 
electors.

Authority for Installing park­
ing meters In municipalities also 
Is given In the bill.

Car Insurance 
[Plan for B.C.

VICTORIA — The Govenmei 
Is aiming at the taking out ol 
public liability Insuance by at 
least 90 percent of the province’! 
motorists through the Motoi 
Vehicle Amendment Act which] 
came before the House Tui 
night for second reading, 
bate on the reading was 
joumed on motion of Arthi 
Turner (CCF, Vancouver East).

British Columbia's plan 
basedon the Manitoba plan 
der which the number of motor-] 
Ists taking out liability ii 
ance had jumped from 27 
cent to 90 in a short time 
said he would not 

! following the 
until it

strict regulation.
The CCF leader accused the I 

Coalition Government of evading [ 
the liquor problem. He said if I 
the government Is not prepared! 
to amend the liquor regulations) 
to provide for fundamental $] 
changes It should at least ap- j 
point a board of enquiry.

IWismer Denies 
(Accusations 
iMade by LPP
I From The Vancouver Dally Province I 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Attorney-Gen-!

I era! Gordon S. Wlsmer denied! 
] In the House Tuesday night ac-| 
Icusations he said had been made I 
[by Vancouver Labor Progrès-? 
jsive Party representatives that ™
I he had misrepresented the facts* 
I in supporting the Vancouver En-1 
| abling Act
| He made the statement when I 
I the act came up for third reading I 
[and was passed. The act allows I 
[the City of Vancouver to grant! 
I a 20-year transportation fran-1 
I chise to the B.C. Electric Railway g 
I Company Ltd.

The attorney-general said there I 
,-as no foundations to claims by| 

[John Turner, secretary of the! 
[Vancouver Labor Council, that! 
I he was pushing through the act 1 
I against the wishes of responsible I 
1 organizations in Vancouver. I 
I Passage of the act was not op-1 
I posed by the CCF. Opposition] 
(Leader Harold Winch stated he] 
(would not object as the agree-] 
I ment with the transportation | 
1 company would hasten public ] 
I ownership of toe transportation] 
[system.

Straith Asks House to Study 
Medical School for Victoria

B From The Vancouver Daily Province 
Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA —On learning that 
IUBC board ol governors had 
g decided not to proceed with plans 
I to establish a medical faculty at 
[the university this year, W. T. 
] Straith, (Coalition • Victoria) 
I urged in the House Tuesday 
| night that the minister of 
[education investigate the pos- 
lability of putting a medical 
[school into operation in Victoria.

His recommendation was over­
bidden by a motion of Opposition 
■ Leader Harold Winch that the 
I UBC board be asked to recon- 
isider its decision. Debate on the 
j subject wag adjourned by Mrs. 
I Nancy Hodges (Coalition-Vic* 
fjtoria) until the next sitting.

The opposition leader said It

iMLA’s to List 
Part of Pay v

should be pointed out to the gov-] 
emors that the legislature not] 
only expects but demands that? 
a medical faculty be established! 
this year.
WANTS IT IN VANCOUVER )| 

He argued that to establish itl 
In Victoria we unnecessary. “Itl 
can be, and should be in Van-r 
couver, where all the needed! 
facilities are available,” he stated. | 

Mr. Straith had said that the] 
board of governors of Victoria] 
College had carried on In an ef-1 
ficient and economical manner In | 
the past, and he was certain the | 
college governors would be | 
happy to have $1,500,000 to] 
establish a medical school. 'Tmj 
sure they would find that | 
amount adequate, too,” he said.

Victoria was well equipped] 
with hospitals and most of the] 
laboratory facilities required] 
were available. Victoria, he said, r 
was an ideal place for a medical | 
school.

As Expenses ^Forestry To Be
VTC-TORTA (CP)—The Letrls-* JVICTORIA (CP)—The Legis­

lature Tuesday night rushed 
through all three readings a 

[further amendment to the Con­
stitution Act that will make yet 
another change In the designa­
tion of MLAs’ sessional indem­
nities.

Last week, the House ap­
proved an amendment that 
would enable them to escape in­
come tax on up to $1,500 of their 
$3,000 Indemnities by changing 
expenses in connection with leg­
islative duties, on production of 
vouchers.

Changes Tuesday night will 
mean that of the total annual 
payment, $2,000 will be shown as 
salary and the remainder as ex­
penses, to enable members to 
show up to $1,000 for expenses 
In Income tax returns.

Provision also was made for 
the additional $2000 paid as an 
allowance each year to the 
leader of the opposition to be 

[shown as expenses.

[City Given 

Tax Powers
I From The Vancouver Daily Province 
B Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—Additional amend-! 
.ments to the Vancouver charters 
empowering the city to impie-a 
ment the taxation recommends-;, 
lions of the Goldenburg report) 

[were rushed through the Legls-) 
[lature today.

Attorney-General Gordon S. I 
Wlsmer explained that the leg» I 

| latlon, which Is permissive, ] 
provides the dty with the author-1 
Ity to Increase taxation on lm-| 
provements to 75 per cent of the! 
assessed value and to levy a| 
business tax.

The attorney general stressed! 
that the change would not neces-1 

mean these taxes will be] 
_jd. The City Council now] 
have power to introduce] 
If It sees tit

Profession
VICTORIA (CP)—Third “pro-i 

Ifessional” act to be brought down g 
■this session was introduced in| 
[the House by Herbert J. Welch |
| (Cln-Comox).

It provides professional status!
I to foresters, under an association [ 
[of B.C. foresters with head office[
| in Vancouver.

Heading a provisional council I 
[of the association is C. D.j 
[Orchard, deputy minister of| 
| forests.
1 DEGREE IN FORESTRY

Membership qualification calls! 
| for a degree in forestry or allied [ 
[science of B.C. University or an-[ 
Bother recognized college, and at| 
[least two years in forestry afterf 
[graduation.

There is provision for memb 
jship for men engaged in forestry | 
I for at least 10 years, with at| 
8 least five years' of practice in g 
| this province.
| FEES UP TO $50

Annual membership fee will be | 
| up to $50.

If passed, the act will not come 2 
[into effect for one year.

B.C. Judges 
Get Pay Boost

VICTORIA (CP) — The 131 
[county court judges of British| 
■ Columbia, who get a salary of| 
I $6600 from the Dominion Govern-1 
[ment, will receive another $10001 
I from the province, under an I 
[amendment the County Courts! 
| Act introduced in the Legislature I 
[Tuesday night by Attorney-Gen-[ 
I eral Wlsmer.

| Petroleum Act
VICTORIA—Hon. E. T. Kenny, | 

[minister ol lands and forests,] 
| told the House Tuesday he 
| lteved passage of the Petroleu 
| and Natural Gas Act would In-1 
[duce large oil companies to pros-1 
| pect oil fields In the norm 
I sections of the province. The act] 

given second reading.
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rising cents caused by gargiwere discrimination».
| stances beyond the control■aid, the matter could go to I

CCF Charges ‘Fascism 
As Strike Vote Passed

contractors.
Mr. Winch termed the

j vote, supervision claused theB 
a "most vicious system ever Intro- B 
| duced In Canada."
I "But the time you go through 
a the 96-day minimum and then 
j hold a government-supervised 
1 vote, the power of the worker Is 
5 gone," he declared.
1 Attorney-General Wismer said,
9 "This Is not going to take any 
I extra time. If there Is going to 
j be a ballot in any event, what 
4 objection can there be to proper 
J supervision?"
j He said he saw no grounds for j
I objections to supervision clauses | 
I as incapable of administration, 1 
| pointing out that an election vote I 
,1 was taken every four years and I 
'1 there should be no more difficul-1 
gty in taking a strike vote.
■ "Let the government see that a I 
* voté really is taken in a fair and I 
| Impartial manner,” he demanded. I 
» "This doesn’t take away any I 
Bright to strike. It will do away I 
I with a lot of labor unrest. The I 
$ public will be behind you—not I 
8the way they have been in the] 
^ past when they considered 
I' strikes were the result of activi- 
£| ties of agitators."
J CCF members took exception

I
 to the section prohibiting trade 
union representatives visiting in­
dustrial plants during working

^
 hours.

Replied Labor Minister Pear­
son bluntly:

"I can’t see any reason why 
employees should have permis-1 
sion to take over an employer's 

,« plant. It’s his plant. Trade 
. - unions are now getting to the 
*9 position where they want to be 
Sj handed- the whole thing. That

From The Ver■ Viet
VICTORIA 

the Provtnct 
bert Gargra 
told the Hou 
ment to th 
Columbia."

Mr. Gars 
second readl 
again raised

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA—British Columbia’s Industrial Conciliation M 

and Arbitration Act, including the compulsory strike vote | 
clause, will become law when the Dominion Wartime Labor | 
Code is withdrawn.

With a half-dozen other important bills, the Act was B 
passed through committee in the House Tuesday. It will p| Brewery Hi 

that the be< 
controlled b 
UCBNCE 

There is i 
couver, he

come up for third reading today.
Bitter opposition to the com-' 

pulsory strike vote under gov- ways acted wisely but that S 
doesn't mean they haven’t acted Ï 
in good faith."

Attorney-General Gordon S. ™ 
Wismer piloted revisions in the | 
Society Act and the Insurance | 
Act, dealing with recommends- I 
lions of the royal commissions on j 
mutual benefit societies, through I 
the House in committee. There \ 
was little opposition.

The Forest Act amendments j 
with changes recommended by 1 
the logging industry passed third i 
reading and require only assent 5 
of the lieutenant-governor to I 
bring forest management to Brit- ! 
ish Columbia.

The revised Motor Vehicle Aqt, j 
providing for a fund from which I 

! traffic accident victims can be t 
compensated for unpaid judg-g 
ments and placing the responsl- £ 
bility for accident damages K 
squarely on the motorist, was ad- k 
journed in second reading byP 
Arthur Turner (CCF-Vancouvert 
East) after a brief debate.

It took six hours for the Legis- B 
lature in committee to consider 
the ICA Act section by section, 
with opposition members fighting 
valiantly but futilely to intro­
duce labor-supported amend- 

___  ments.

Sought to Trap Minister
Repeatedly they tried to trap I ment introduced by Arthur 

Labor Minister George S. Pearson Turner (CCF-Vancouver East) 
on his own admission that he per- ... .... . 
aonally could not support the wWdhdaased employees associa- 
clause calling for government tion* with trade unlons- 
supervision of strike votes. The amendment, logical enoughE

At one time it appeared Op- in itself and obviously an over-| 
position Leader Winch would sight In the original draft, back-1 
force a recorded vote on the Issue fired when government members I 
but, with Premier John Hart pointed out th* opposition, tradhl 
spearheading the counterattack, tlonal supporters of orginatedl 
government forces forestalled the ubor. recognizing employees'!
•°ort- associations.

It was the longest working day „ ,__. I
for the House in recent years. that *h*|
From 10:30 a.m. until 1:30 a.m. ,m*ndme!lt be,^hdraT1L 
today, with the exception of 90 Attoracy-General Wismer Insisted 
minutes for lunch and two and « «fready bad been passed by the 
one-half hours for dinner, mem- Mouse’
hers plowed through the heavy Fbr a brief moment when a I 
Oder paper. division was called in connection!

When they filed wearily out of with the debate on Section 72, the! 
the chamber much of the remain- clause providing for government 
tag legislation had been dealt supervision of strike votes, it ap-i 
with and it was apparent proroge- peered that Labor Minister Pear-! 
tion would come late Wednesday son would vote against the gov-j 
dr early Thursday. «rament.

Then, accepting the division all 
a question on ruling from Mr.

in use am 
turned ov 
brewery o 

“It is » 
provincial 
replied Atl 
S. Wiswer

I
only the : 
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handed- the whole thing, 
way, you’ll degenerate into j 
nothing, and the privileges you! 
new enjoy will have to be taken! 

i away.”
He said there was nothing ob­

noxious in the clause; nothing to 
stop employees discussing mat­
ters among themselves.
REJECTS proposals 

I The minister rejected an at-1 
i tempt by the oppoaltion to insert 
:a maintenance of membership 
j clause in the act and also refused 
! to accept an amendment to bring 
I under the act persons employed] 
In domestic service, agriculture,- 
horticulture, hunting and trap-

Most strenuous objections oil 
the day came from CCF benches! 
during consideration of penalty! 

[ clauses, cut in half by the min-1 
tster in amendments to the origin-1 
al bill.

1 Herbert Gargrave (CCF-Mac-1 
kenzie) charged these penalties 
were being brought in only “be- 

i cause of what happened in the 
! United States to John L. Lewis, 
j You can now go after a trade 
I union’s funds and break the 
I union."
| ROYAL COMMISSION 
I Herbert Gargrave (CCF-Mac- 
I kenzie) charged the government 
I with side-stepping when the 
I Liquor Act was up lor second 
I reading. He again urged a Royal 
■Commission, claiming such a 
■body would show beer interests 
■contributed to campaign funds, 
land that brewers were being pro. 
■tected by the government Re- 
Bfusal of application of the Vet-i 
■srans’ Brewery (Holding) Ltd.,

of tense drama. Speaker rather than approval of
CCF members at one point the section, Mr. Pearson joined

hurriedly withdrew an amend- his colleagues in support.

of the actInto a

Labor

Wm ÏÏÏ'.HTT



'AY, APRIL 2,1947

GARGRAVE CRITICAL 'AY, APRIL 3,

Liquor Act Chan esCailed D\
Fight to Give 
Japanese Vote

The Trade Union VoteVICTORIA — Amendments to 
the Provincial Liquor Act, Her­
bert Gargrave (CCF-Mackenzie) 
told the House "are a disappoint­
ment to the people ol British 
Columbia."

Mr. Gargrave, speaking on 
second reading of the liquor bill,

’“THOUGH he says he believes that gov- 
* eminent supervision of compulsory 

secret strike votes is almost impossible of 
administration, Hon. George S. Pearson,

. minister of labor, moved second reading of 
his industrial bill and at the same time 
denied any suggestion that he resign be­
cause he disagreed with his cabinet col­
leagues.

He said he is in favor of secret ballots 
“but I do not think supervision is necessary 
as a general thing. We can depend on the 
honor of the unions to take secret ballots.” 
He admitted concern, however, at the 
public feeling that there was faking in 
strike ballots.

Mr. Pearson is naive if he believes in 
the honor of all the unions. Some of them 
act with integrity in the matter of the bal­
lot but it’s because others are not so 
honest—others whose leaders are irrespon­
sible racketeers—that there is need for 
supervised voting. Those unions which 
guard the secrecy of the vote can have no i, 
objection to this added protection of the j 
rights of members; those who have failed 
In their responsibility have made the loud ? 
protests.

The object of this clause is to ensure | 
that the wishes of the ordinary union | 
member should become clearly known | 
because the rank and file have not pre- ! 
vlously had a full and free voice in the I 
actions of their leaders.

British Columbia is on the eve of vast s 
development. Prospects for the future are I 
rosier than they have ever been. What 
we make of the chances is in the hands of ) 
both unions and management. The unions | 
are an integral part of the plans to exploit | 
these opportunities; they can make or mar I 
them. In the wide, field for expanded enter- |-j 
prise that now lies ahead of us, manage- E 
ment has a right to be assured of the co- fj 
operation of labor.

If that is done, if there is reasonable ■; 
assurance of a long industrial peace, then | 
all will share in the prosperity.

Meanwhile it Is a healthy sign that the ,■ 
majority of the government members and g 
the majority of the members of the Legis- ™ 
lature recognized the importance of the t| 
issue and gave it courageous consideration. *

-i again raised the case of Veterans 
Brewery Holding Ltd. charging 
that the beer Industry in B.C. is 
controlled by a monopoly.

j licence unused

There is a beer licence in Van- 
; couver, he charged that is not 
tin use and should logically be 
■1 turned over

« «UIU 1110
followers only after many bitter 
things had been said by members
on both sides.

The Municipal Elections Act 
which gives the vote to Chinese 
and East Indians who have an 
adequate knowledge of English 
or French, but excludes Japanese, 
was given second reading during 
the afternoon.

Then at the night sitting, 
verbal missies began to fly again 
when the Act was being dis­
cussed in committee of the

to the veterans 
brewery organization.

“It is not a question for the 
provincial government to decide,” 
replied Attorney General Gordon 
S. Wiswer. “It is something that 
only the Dominion Government 
can settle.”

The member for Mackenzie re­
newed his plea for a royal com­
mission to investigate the whole 
liquor problem.

He made no attempt to hide 
his displeasure at the failure of 
the government to take steps to 
eliminate the faults in the present 
liquor distribution system.
VISITED ENGLAND

The attorney general, he noted, 
had visited England during the 
past year and had indicated he 
planned to study the liquor legis­
lation in that country.

As a native of England, Mr, 
Gargrave was supposing the 

general could find

in favor of giving back fishing 
licenses on this coast to the 
Japanese, Mr. Winch stated he 
was in favor of giving everyone 
living in Canada, naturalized 
citizens or citizens by birth, the 
right to make a living.

Hon. E. T. Kenney, minister of I 
lands and forests, asked if he 
was speaking for the CCF party. 
DEFINITE ANSWER 

As he started to answer, A. R. 
MacDou gall (Coalition-Point 
Grey) called out: “Answer yes 
or no."

Herbert Gargrave, CCF whip, 
shouted back: “Shut up, will 
you. Let him answer.”

After order was restored, the 
CCF chief stated he was speak­
ing for himself and the party 
when he said that all persons 
who were in Canada legally, were 
entitled to work for a living.

John Cates (Coalition -J-Jorth 
Vancouver) said he was in favor 
of the enfranchisement of Jap­
anese as long as they had proved 
they were worthy of having the 
vote.
ALL LAW-ABIDING

Byron (Boss) Johnson (Coali­
tion-New Westminster) was dead

I attorney _ _ _
nothing more substantial in the 

Sold Country’s liquor laws than 
the amendments that had been 
introduced.

Second reading of the bill was 
adjourned by Opposition Leader

mm.



stances beyond the control 
I contractors.

turned o\ 
brewery c 

"It is n 
provincial 
replied At 
S. Wiswer 
only the 
can settle 

The me 
newed hi! 
mission t< 
liquor prc 

He ma 
! his diaple 
I the govei 
' eliminate 
v liquor dil

2SÜS

mws*

DAY, APRIL 2, 19

CCF Charges ‘Fascism’ 
As Strike Vote Passed

From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau 
VICTORIA—British Columbia's Industrial Conciliation 

and Arbitration Act, including the compulsory strike vote 
elause, will become law when the Dominion Wartime Labor 
Code is withdrawn.

With a half-dozen other important bills, the Act was 
passed through committee in the House Tuesday. It will 
come up for third reading today.

Bitter opposition to the com- ♦"
pulsory strike vote under gov­
ernment supervision developed 
as opposition members charged 
the government with “Fascist 
tactics."

Opposition Leader Harold E. 
Winch declared, "there can not 
be a strike of any kind in the 
province unless there is a gov- 
erhment-supervised vote."

“By this," he said, "you are 
actually curtailing the only ef­
fective strength that the organ­
ized worker has."

Herbert Gargrave (CCF-Mac- 
kenzie), who asserted British 
Columbia "was going to stand 
out like a beacon," because of 
the legislation, urged that the 
section be replaced by the clause 
in the old Industrial Conciliation 
and Arbitration Act which gave 
the minister of labor power to 
order a government-supervised 
yote.

"It would be a blot on the in­
dustrial laws of the province to 
pass this section we are discus­
sing.

"We are signifying that this 
legislature has no confidence in 
the ability of the trade union 
movement in B.C. to run its own 
affairs.

“I don’t think unions have al­

ways acted wisely but that 
doesn’t mean they haven’t acted 
in good faith.”

Sought to Trap Minister

Attorney-General Gordon S. 
Wismer piloted revisions in the 
Society Act and the Insurance 
Act, dealing with recommenda­
tions of the royal commissions on 
mutual benefit societies, through 
the House in committee. There 
was little opposition.

The Forest Act amendments 
with changes recommended by 
the logging industry passed third 
reading and require only assent 
of the lieutenant-governor to 
bring forest management to Brit­
ish Columbia.

The revised Motor Vehicle Aqt, 
providing for a fund from which 
traffic accident victims can be 
compensated for unpaid judg­
ments and placing the responsi­
bility for accident damages 
squarely on the motorist, was ad­
journed in second reading by 
Arthur Turner (CCF-Vancouver 
East) after a brief debate.

It took six hours for the Legis­
lature in committee to consider 
the ICA Act section by section, 
with opposition members fighting 
valiantly but futilely to intro­
duce labor-supported amend­
ments.

Repeatedly they tried to trap 
Labor Minister George S. Pearaon 
on his own admission that he per­
sonally could not suppdrt the 
clause calling for government 
supervision of strike votes.

At one time it appeared Op­
position Leader Winch would 
force a recorded vote on the issue 
but, with Premier John Hart 
spearheading the counter-attack, 
government forces forestalled the 
effort.

It was the longest working day 
for the House in recent years. 
From 10:30 a.m. until 1:30 a.m, 
today, with the exception of 90 
minutes tor lunch and two and 
one-half hours for dinner, mem­
bers plowed through the heavy 
order

When they filed wearily out of 
the chamber much of the remain­
ing legislation had been dealt 
with and it was apparent proroga­
tion would come late Wednesday 
or early Thursday.

Again Tuesday there 
moments of humor and moments 
Of tense drama.

ment introduced by Arthur! 
Turner (CCF-Vancouver East) 
which classed employees’ associa­
tions with trade unions.

The amendment, logical enough 
in itself and obviously an over­
sight in the original draft, back­
fired when government members] 
pointed out the opposition, tradi­
tional supporters of orginat 
labor, was recognizing employees’] 
associations.

Mr. Turner asked that the 
amendment be withdrawn, but] 
Attorney-General Wismer insisted 
it already bad been passed by the 
House.

For a brief moment when a 
division was called in connection 
with the debate on Section 72, the] 
clause providing for government 
supervision of strike votes, it ap­
peared that Labor Minister Pear­
son would vote against the gov-] 
emment

Then, accepting the division as 
a question on ruling from Mr. 
Speaker rather than approval of

CCF members at one point the section, Mr. Pearson jol
hurriedly withdrew an amend-

were discriminai 
said, the matter could go to 

lurts. " j
Mr. Winch termed the 

vole, supervision clauses the 
“most vicious system ever intro­
duced in Canada.”

•But the time you go through 
the 96-day minimum and then 
hold a government-supervised 
vote, the power of the worker is 
gone,’’ he declared.

Attorney-General Wismer said, 
"This is not going to take any 
extra time. If there la going to 
be a ballot In any event, what 
objection can there be to proper 
supervision?"

He said he saw no grounds for 
objections to supervision clauses 
as Incapable of administration, 
pointing out that an election vote 
was taken every four years and 

ft there should be no more difficult 
" ty in taking a strike vote.

“Let the government see that a 
f* vote really is taken In a fair and 

I impartial manner,” he demanded.
! "This doesn't take away any 
i right to strike. It will do away 
I with a lot of labor unrest. The 
! public will be behind you—not 
(the way they have been in the 
[past when they considered 

bs strikes were the result of activi- 
V- ties of agitators."

CCF members took exception 
to the section prohibiting trade 
union representatives visiting in­
dustrial plants during working 
hours.

Replied Labor Minister Pear 
son bluntly:

“I can’t see any reason why] 
employees should have permis­
sion to take over an employer’s 
plant. It’s his plant. Trade 
unions are now getting to the 
position where they want to be 
handed- the whole thing. That 
way, you’ll degenerate into 
nothing, and the privileges you 
new enjoy will have to be taken 
away.”

He said there was nothing ob­
noxious in the clause; nothing to 
stop employees discussing mat­
ters among themselves. 
MMECTS PROPOSAIS 

The minister rejected an at­
tempt by the opposition to insert 
a maintenance of membership 
clause in the.act and also refused 
to accept an amendment to bring 
under the act persons employed 
In domestic service, agriculture, 
horticulture, hunting and trap-

his colleagues in support

‘You’ve Lost Your Opportunity*
In vain Opiibsttion Leader [council power to exclude

attempted to force
i intp *

or employer 
provisions of the

HP
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|ister in amendments to the origin- 
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Herbert Gargrave (CCF-Mac-1 
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1 ROYAL COMMISSION
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I Liquor Act was up for second! 
I reading. He again urged a Royal | 
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Liquor Act Changes Called Disappointing
From The Vancouver Dally Province 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — Amendments to 

the Provincial Liquor Act, Her­
bert Gargrave ( CCF-Mackenzie) 
told the House "are a disappoint­
ment to the people ol British

Fight to Give 
Japanese Vote

The Trade Union Vote
'T'HOUGH he says he believes that gov- 
1 eminent supervision of compulsory 

secret strike votes is almost impossible of 
administration, Hon. George S. Pearson, 
minister of labor, moved second reading of 
his industrial bill and at the same time 
denied any suggestion that he resign be­
cause he disagreed with his cabinet col­
leagues.

He said he is in favor of secret ballots 
"but I do not think supervision is necessary 
as a general thing. We can depend on the 
honor of the unions to take secret ballots.” 
He admitted concern, however, at the 
public feeling that there was faking in 
strike ballots.

Mr. Pearson is naive if he believes in 
the honor of all the unions. Some of them 
act with integrity in the matter of the bal­
lot but it's because others are not so 
honest—others whose leaders are irrespon­
sible racketeers—that there is need for 
supervised voting. Those unions which 
guard the secrecy of the vote can have no 
objection to this added protection of the 
rights of members; those who have failed 
In their responsibility have made the loud 
protests.

The object of this clause is to ensure 
that the wishes of the ordinary union 
member should become clearly known 
because the rank and file have not pre­
viously had a full and free voice in the 
actions of their leaders.

British Columbia is on the eve of vast 
development. Prospects for the future are 
rosier than they have ever been. What 
we make of the chances is in the hands of 
both unions and management. The unions 
are an integral part of the plans to exploit 
these opportunities; they can make or mar 
them. In the wide, field for expanded enter­
prise that now lies ahead of us, manage­
ment has a right to be assured of the co­
operation of labor.

If that is done, if there is reasonable 
assurance of a long industrial peace, then 
all will share In the prosperity.

Meanwhile it is a healthy sign that the 
majority of the government members and 
the majority of the members of the Legis­
lature recognized the importance of the | 
Issue and gave it courageous consideration. 6

Columbia."
Mr. Gargrave, speaking on 

second reading of the liquor bill, 
again raised the case of Veterans
Brewery Holding Ltd. charging 
that the beer industry in B.C. is 
controlled by a monopoly.

; LICENCE UNUSED
There Is a beer licence in Van- 

couver, he charged that is not 
Tin use and should logically be 

M turned

vote, carried through from the 
"‘f™°on «h'lng. was lost in the

came to Opposition

fo lowers only after many bitter
thincTo k.j _i j . *

, House Wednesday night.
Defeat ZZ.7Z.Z U> oppvamun 

Leader Harold Winch and hia
r f*"* ----- j m.vs many umci

things had been said by members 
on both sides.

The Municipal Elections Act 
which gives the vote to Chinese 
and East Indians who have an 
adequate knowledge of English 
or French, but excludes Japanese, 
was given second reading during 
the afternoon.

Then at the night sitting, 
verbal missies began to fly again 
when the Act was being dis­
cussed in committee of the 
House.
FOB EVERYONE

Opposition Leader Winch 
moved an amendment to include 
Japanese with Chinese and East 
Indians in the enfranchisement

over to the veterans 
brewery organization.

"It is not a question for the] 
provincial government to decide,” ! 
replied Attorney General Gordon 
S. Wiswer. *‘It is something that 
only the Dominion Government 
can settle."

The member for Mackenzie re­
newed his plea for a royal com­
mission to investigate the whole 
liquor problem.

He made no attempt to hide 
his displeasure at the failure of 
the government to take steps to 
eliminate the faults in the present 
liquor distribution system.
VISITED ENGLAND

The attorney general, he noted, 
had visited England during the 
past year and had Indicated he 
planned to study the liquor legis-

clause.
Asked by Mrs. TUlie Rolston 

(Coalition-Point Grey) If he was 
in favor of giving back fishing 
licenses on this coast to the 
Japanese, Mr. Winch stated he

living in Canada,

in favor of giving back fishing 
licenses on this coast to the 
Japanese, Mr. Winch stated he 
was in favor of giving everyone 
living In Canada, naturalized 
citizens or citizens by birth, the 
right to make a living.

Hon. E. T. Kenney, minister of 
lands and forests, asked if he 
was speaking for the CCF party. 
DEFINITE ANSWER 

As he started to answer, A. R. 
MacDougall (Coalition-Point 
Grey) called out: "Answer yea 

a or no.”
Herbert Gargrave, CCF whip, 

shouted back: "Shut up, wUl 
you. Let him answer."

After order was restored, the 
CCF chief stated he was speak­
ing for himself and the party 
when he said that all persons 
who were in Canada legally, were 
entitled to work for a living.

John Cates (Coalition-North 
Vancouver) said he was in favor 
of the enfranchisement of Jap­
anese as long as they had proved 
they were worthy of having the 
vote.
ALL LAW-ABIDING

Byron (Boss 1 Johnson (Coali­
tion-New Westminster) was dead 
set against the CCF amendment. 

John Mclnnes (CCF-Fort

lation in that country.
As a native of England, Mr. 

Gargrave was supposing the 
attorney general could find
nothing

3 Old Country’s liquor laws than 
jS the amendments that had been 
$ Introduced.
j Second reading of the bill was 

8 adjourned by Opposition Leader
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LEGISLATURE ENDS 
SECOND SESSION

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—The second session of British Columbia’s BI&.' 
twenty-first Legislature this morning passed into history.

In the Legislative Chamber where, for the past sevenf 
weeks, political philosophies, and the problems of the prov- : 
ince and its constituent municipalities have been vigorously j 
debated, Lieutenant Governor Charles A. Banks gave formal i 

int to more than 100 new bills. I

(Weary B.C. Members 
Call It a Day-at 5.24]

forty-seven private mjem 
bers who participated in the 
session are departing for their 
homes and for the next ten I 
months the province will be run 
by the Executive Council.

It is impossible to evaluate the 
legislation that today was writtei 
into the statute books of th< 
province. But the number ani 
volume of the new acts to whic! 
His Honor today gave Royal as. 
sent far exceeds anything thé 
Provincial Legislature has pro­
duced in recent years.

In his jyrorogation address, 
the lieutenant-governor noted 
the government plans to spend 
$50,000,000 on roads, bridges and 
buildings in the province and 

it $10,000,000 has been pro­
as additional capital for 

the development of the B.C. 
Power Commission operations.

Revision of the B.C. liquor 
laws, he said, will tend to im­
prove the administration of the 
sale of liquor.g|*HÏggH*j

The deliberations of the House 
have produced some notable ^ 
changes in the everyday life of thejl 
people of B.C.

No longer does a customer 
have to produce a permit to maki 
a purchase in a liquor store.
HOLD VOTES

Labor Unions, when the statute 
becomes effective, (probably in 
June) will have to hold strike 
votes under government super­
vision before their members can 
walk off the job.

Provision has been made to 
place responsibility for damages 
arising out of injuries received 
in a traffic accident on the motor­
ist

A completely new system of I 
forestry has been introduced in) 
the province.

Canadian citizens of the East] 
Indian and Chinese races will be| 
permitted to vote in Provincial] 
and Dominion elections.

Rigid restrictions have been 
placed on the operations of 
mutual benefit societies that pro­
vide death, accident or sickness] 
benefits.

Provincial income taxes will 
shelved for another five years.

School teachers in the ful 
will automatically become 
here of the B.C. Teachers F<

Provision has been made 
of 80 per cent of 

charges by 
in accordance with_________j ‘allons.

County Court judges will
l $1000 annually 

l succession duty

Labor Lack 
Delays Road 
Construction

By GORDON ROOT
From The Vancouver Dally Province Victoria Bureau

VICTORIA—At 5:24 a.m. today, with dawn breaking I 
ever the Olympic mountains, members of British Columbia’s I 
Legislature filed out of the chamber ending the longest I 
single sitting in the provincial house in more than 20 years. | 

For nine solid hours the representatives of the people of I 
the province had debated, argued, threatened, cajoled, prom-1 
ised and complained.

But when they finally called it a day the order paper g 
||was cleared and the work of O-g session was at an end.
S Since the morning sitting P 
H opened at 1030 am ther had been |
|115 hours of passing laws, or re-1 
‘tij jecting them, of deciding what is 1 

1 good and what is bad for the 8

I
 people of British Columbia.

To the final vote there was g 
lengthy discussion with Premier I 

*«g John Hart and opposition leader!
E. Winch still leading I

VICTORIA — One contracting 
firm in British Columbia is 

bankrupt, a second is on themw] -— - 
verge of bankruptcy, and con- Is Harold 
tracts on the Hope • Princetonttyf lhelr respective forces 
and John Hart Highways may bej|i;"|>! AMAZING KEENNESS 
delayed because of their perilous^ There wa3 „ keenness that was 
financial condition. fgg virtually amazing.

In the dying minutes of thegSg j, wa, natural u,at alter 46 
Legislature ®arly °PP0!“ |lt] sittings and seven weeks of talk-
Uon Leader Harold Winch, speak-ijj ?he members should go a 
ing on a resolution to e"abIeE9| little berserk—and they spent the 
contractors employed on a EE night "doin-what comes natural- 
specific governments job to seek|pl|iv” 
revision of the contracts, re-"™ y* 
port«'1 the condition of the com­
panies involved.

For instance-two cabinet min- 
pisters, Mr. Anscomb and Mr. |

_|In a reply to a question by the!
opposition leader, Public Works! 
Minister E. C. Carson reported | 
that no work could be done on 
the John Hart Highway anyway 
at the present time because of 
snow conditions.
MORE FUNDS

Dealing with the Hope-Prince- j 
ton Highway, Mr. Carson said 
he understood that if the Legis[ 

lature agreed to the resolution] 
jthe bank would be willing to 
[advance additional funds to the 
contractor involved on that job.

J. H. Corsbie (CCF-Peace 
I River) outlining some of the 
I difficulties faced by contractors 
on the John Hart Highway, re-|
| ported that irresponsible em­
ployees had wrecked trucks, 
[tractors and other equipment. ]

The contractors, Mr. Crosbie 
said, were forced to employ 
these men because there was no 
[other labor available,

The resolution was approved 
despite opposition from W. A. C. 
[Bennett (Cln.-South Okanagan) 
who maintained that since the 
contractors had taken the work 
for a set figure, they sftouHj 
receive no additional aid.

Blood Test 
Bill Beaten

VICTORIA — The pre marital! 
blood teat provision, which has! 
been on British Columbia's stat.| 
utes for some years but has! 
never been enacted, can not bel 
put Into effect until the Depart-! 
ment of Health and Welfare has! 
the facilities for handling 'the* 
testa.

Health Minister George 
Pearson, speaking on

ig of a bill Introduced 
E. Winch (CCF-Bumaby) f

IWWismer, voted against the gov-1 
3 emment In supporting a CCF| 
11 amendment to the Elections Act.
® Herbert Gargrave, (CCF-Mac-1 

kenzie) told government mem-[ 
I hers in general and A. R. Mac-1 

Dougall (CLN-Vancouver Point I 
' Grey) in particular, to "shut up.” |
’ WOMEN’S PARTY

Mrs. Nancy Hodges (CLN-Vic-I 
toria) gaezd into the future and 
predicted that some day she 
might lead a women’s party In ]

| the province.
John Mclnnis (CCF-FoHl 

I George) glared across the floor 
3 of the House and declared "that | 
I Liberals make me sick.”

Although they knew they were! 
I staying In session until the order | 
I paper was cleared, the 46 skeak- 
I ing members in the Houss start-1 
|ed out at 830 with an amazing! 
1 amount of vigor. By midnight! 
I they were bglnning to fade and at! 
I one am all but a few die-hards | 
] were prepared to call it a day.

The Elections Act, without a| 
I compulsory voting clause, was! 
J finally passd, but it took two! 
E hours to get the bill through the] 
I commute.e

Ward System 
INot Ruled Out

VICTORIA—The ward system! 
I in British Columbia municipal!-1 
■ ties, slated for abolition in the! 
I amendments to the Municipal | 
| Act introduced this week, will I 
I not necessarily disappear when! 
I the act becomes law.
| An additional amendment In-1 
I traduced early today by Munich I 
I pal Affairs Minister R. C. Mac-1 
I Donald will permit those mu 

lalitles now using the systi 
continue If they pass a i 

to that

ILiquor Act 
Amendments 
[Defeated
i From The Vancouver Dally Province 

Victoria Bureau
VICTORIA — The distribution] 

land consumption of liquor In Brit- 
llih Columbia remained the out 
I standing subject among members 
1 of the Legislature as the House 
8 completed Its duties for the year 
I with three long winded sittings 
1 Wednesday.
I The Opposition, with some sup- 
I port from the government 
I benches, sought passage of 
I amendments to the Government 
ILiquor Act that would permit the 
I sale of soft drinks and sand- r- z 
Iwiches in beer parlors, and would *
I prevent the sale of beer parlor 
I licenses.
I Attorney General Gordon S. 
Iwtsmer stood firm against both 
I amendments, but three govern- 
I ment members, W. A. C. Ben- 
I nett (South Okanagan), Mrs. 6 
iNancy Hodges (Victoria) and 
I Dr. J. J. G 1111a (Yale), voted with i-,1 
I the opposition on the elimination 
I of license transfers.

The CCF led by Herbert Gar- 
I grave, (Mackenzie) charged that 
I in pnany cases beer parlor pro- 
Iprletors were making excessive 
I profits from the sale of licenses 
I issued by the government

I Harold Winch 

■Finally Puts 
|First Bill Through

VICTORIA (CP) — For thel 
first time in 16 sessions in 14 
years of his career as a member 
of the Legislature, Opposition i> 
Leader Harold Winch put a bill]<3 
through third reading early .this ^ 
morning. It was an amend-, 
ment to the Annual Holidays *: 
Act adding a section providing h 
the "holidays due or accruing 
due or their equivalent ln|> 
wages and moneys due and ac-| 
cruing under the' act shall be;; 
deemed to be wages payable to: 
employees for work done.” S 

Labor Minister Pearson I j 
strengthened the bill byj| 
amendments but permitted Mr..' 
Winch to pilot it through I 
reading.
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)ve—the Hustler From Grand Forks
Wat

itm

By ERIC RAMSDEN

S

THERE arc some things in public 
life that Tom Love hasn’t done. 

But whatever they may be, it's only 
because the well known Grand Forks 
MI.A simply hasn’t had time.

And his public service stretches 
through so many fields that where his 
name is mentioned the response will 
depend upon the group that hears it, 
for he is known in municipal circles, in 
the halls of government, in newspaper 
editorial rooms and executive offices, in 
sports arenas and on ball grounds.

Now he goes to Victoria as represent­
ative for Grand Forks-Greenwood. But 
between sittings he has been pressing 
forward his newest venture, a brick man­
ufacturing plant, soon to go into produc­
tion.

Tom Love was Ontario-born and 
educated. He left school in his teens 
—something about a scrap with a teacher 
that he doesn’t enlarge upon. When he 
was 19 he' was city clerk and treasurer 
at Rainy River, Ont. He conducted civic 
elections there before he was old enough 
to vote himself.

Then he got into the newspaper busi­
ness—first at Morden, Man., in 1905; 
next at the now-extinct mining town of 
Phoenix in 1906; and then at Grand 
Forks in 1911.

His Grand Forks Gazette became one 
of the most widely known weeklies in 
western Canada, not only through Mr. 
Love’s activities in newspaper associa­
tions, but as a winner in Canada-wide 
competitions. Four times the Gazette 
received the Savage Cup as the best 
paper in its circulation class in Canada.

When Mr. Love retired in 1942 he 
was the senior weekly editor in B.C.

* Between times he served terms as 
president of the B.C.-Yukon Press As­
sociation and vice-president of the B.C. 
Weeklies. He took time out in 1924 to

HH

go to Britain with Hugh Savage of 
Duncan. They were B.C. representatives 
with a Canadian weekly press delega­
tion.

During World War I he was com­
missioned as a lieutenant and recruited 
nearly 400 men in Grand Forks district 
In World War II he campaigned for vic­
tory loans and helped keep Grand Forks’ 
flag up at the top.

Those activities would have been 
enough for most men, but Tom Love had 
wider interests. He put in seven years 
as school board chairman and served as 
mayor of Grand Forks for 16 years. In 
that period he was continuously on the 
executive of the Union of B.C. Municipali­
ties, and served five years as a vice- 
president and two years as president.

But Tom Love saw other fields to 
conquer as well. So after years on the 
executive of the Conservative Association 
of British Columbia he became its pres­
ident for 1937 38.

His sports connections dip into the 
historic, wild and wooly Boundary' Hockey 
League in which rip-roaring teams from 
Phoenix, Grand Forks and Greenwood 
played almost as much for scalps as for 
goals. As Phoenix secretary he chal­
lenged eastern Canada champions of the 
day for the Stanley Cup, but by the time 
Phoenix’ turn came there was no ice in 
the Boundary "so it never came off.”

One of the earliest ski clubs in the 
west, at Phoenix, elected him its honor­
ary president

Evidently a believer In the old adage 
that it takes a busy man to get things 
done, Tom Love tucked in a few other 
activities—such as holding office in the 
Masonic and IOOF orders, and putting 
in a term as president of Grand Forks 
Gyro club.

And all this while his four children, 
a son and three daughters, were growing 
up.
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Plan to Tax 
Capped Wells

VICTORIA — Lands and I 
Forests Minister E. T. Kenney | 
agreed with Opposition Leader 1 
Harold Winch in the House 
Wednesday that additional taxa­
tion should be levied against oil 
companies which cap oil wells 
capable of producing.

The minister said, on third 
reading of the Petroleum and 
Natural Gas Act, that he would |g 
study the question with a vlew|r 
to amending the act next year| 
to give this provision.

Winch Gets Last ■HHP 
Motion Approved

VICTORIA—Opposition Leader 
Harold Winch was victorious on 81 
the last piece of Legislation be- 331 
fore the second sitting of the 21st Bg 
Legislative Assembly.

His motion that the govern-iff 
ment urge the UBC board of gov- W 

ijemors to reconsider its decision Ng 
64 on the establishment of a medical 1 

faculty, was passed at exactly ^
5.21 this morning.

The board earlier announced it 9 
would not take advantage of the £jf: 
government’s offer of $1,500,000 
this year to set up a medical 
school.

H SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 1947

The Session Ends
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| THE SECOND session of the 21st Legis- j 
lature ended in time for the Easter 

1 holidays. It was a busy seven weeks in 
I which much progressive legislation was w 
| passed. It was notable for the size of the [us 
^ budget brought down by Hon. Herbert jjj 
I Anscomb and a record plan of public |
| works.

The inauguration of a new forestry I#
3 system to ensure perpetual yield, the est- &jj 
j ablishment of financial responsibility in j 
| motor accidents, the enfranchising of East 
'i Indians and Chinese, the supervision of j 
ij labor strike votes, pie restrictions on 
| mutual benefit, societies, and the establish­

ment of a fisheries department were all ! 
measures ffom which the province will | 
benefit

The most notable thing the government I 
did not do was to bring in an adequate j 
revision of the Liquor Act.

The session ended with two matters in 
the minds of the legislators: speculation 
as to whether Premier John Hart will go 
to the Senate before the Legislature meets 
again, and what will be the solution of the

mi

o PGE problem. It is generally believed 
MUE \l that when the railway matter is settled thethat when the railway matter is settled the 

premier might consider another appoint­
ment. This will involve the future of the 
coalition and its leadership and therefore 
important developments are possible be­
fore the next session.
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Legislative Funk
By J. P. FELL

Again we are told that the B.C. 
Legislature is going to put off any^ 
real improvement of the provint 
cial liquor laws. The reason given 
is that the parties in caucus can- 
not agree among themselves or be­
tween parties on the necessary 
amendments.

A few minor improvements may 
be made, such as doing away with 
permits, and establishing liquor 
stores in outlying districts. But 
the stupidest, most hypocritical 
and irritating regulations of all are 
to remain in force, a monument to 
the blundering timidity of our 
legislators. It is to continue to be 
illegal to drink anything alcoholic 
with your food in public, or eat 
anything when you drink beer in 
public.

Salt used to be the only thing 
supplied free in beer parlors, and 

I probably is still, because it in­
creases the capacity for absorption.

Furthermore, the worst ele- I 
ment of all is to be enlarged. The 1$ 
beer parlors are to be increased in H 
number. This gives a key to the'|S 
mystery. The party leaders can- | 
not afford to refuse the help which | 
the brewers and the beer parlor 6 
owners may offer to party funds. | 
and the private members are told j 
that they can get no help from | 
these funds if subscriptions are not | 
freely forthcoming.

So beer swilling and bedroom | 
boozing is to remain' one of the | 
great secondary industries of Brit- I 
ish Columbia. All this at the re- | 
quest of the brewers, beer parlors | 
and bootleggers who apparently j 
hold the whip hand over our legis- | 
lators without regard to party and | 
amid the restrained applause of a 3 
small band of well-meaning but I 
wrong headed teetotallers. Com- | 
mon horse sensé and a frank regard | 
for the ordinary citizen seem to be | 
rai;e virtues in our legislative. halls. £

*Deuf ut file yf&u&e
By J. K. NESBITT
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PEOPLE TELL ME - Al Williamsc

SILENT ASSENT: Newspaper 
editorials and comment which has 

F come our way, indicates there are 
1 a great many wishful thinkers who
I believe Hon. ■ Gor- ...^ ,:.i"
I don S. Wismer,
|K.Cm attorney- ‘ 3
I general, should 
[have pushed 
I through a number 
I of revolutionary 
I reforms to the 
I Liquor Act during 
j the session which 
I we watched in ac- 
I tion in Victoria 
I yesterday. There 
[ is one thing those 
I people have overlooked. That is 
that they were not at all vocal on 
the subject. Mr. Wismer, during 
the last two months, has received 

I a great many carefully-considered 
I and strongly-supported protests 
| against any amendments to the 
i act. To use the attorney-general’s 
I own description, he has a “whole 

room full” of resolutions, 'briefs 
and messages vigorously protesting 
any changes to the Liquor Act 
which; would in any way broaden 

! its opération. On the other side of 
gm&ÿlcture, Mr. Wismer hasn’t a 
single line to show why there 
should be any changes toward fth- 

i provement of the act. Oh, yes.
| Some acquaintances have told him 

: during informal discussions that 
[ British Columbia’s Liquor Act is 

antiquated, that it is a hindrance to 
I the tourist trade and that it tends 
I to make law-breakers out of other- 
| wise respectable citizens. But not 

[_ of these persons has taken a 
: step to counteract the vol- 

$ of protests from the “drys” 
given their way, would 

| to the point of com- 
Upon the thou- 

disappointed that 
I not been modification of; 

laws rests the re­

sponsibility. They just didn’ 
a hand to bring about the change—- 
they ostensibly desire. Blaming the'j 
attorney-general is just the lazy 
man’s way of shirking that re­
sponsibility.

FISH FRY: Although there is no 
complaint about the way in which 
Hon. Leslie H. Eyres has adminis­
tered the portfolio of fisheries, 
there is a movement afoot in the 
Parliament Buildings at Victoria to 
transfer the mantle to Tom King, 
the genial member for Golden. Rea­
son for this is the fact that Mr. King 
on Monday dined the entire legisla­
ture on fresh-caught fish. The idea 
of a fishing èxpedition originated 
with W. T. Straith, member for 
Victoria. But the free meal in the 
parliamentary restaurant was strict­
ly Mr. King’s idea.

Two boats set out from Brent­
wood on Sunday, heavy-laden with 
notables of the House. One con­
tained Air Vice-Marshal L. F. 
Stevenson, Mr. Straith, Hon. E. C. 
Carson, Art Ritchie, Bert Welch 
and Jim Mowat. In the other boat 
were R. H. Carson, Jim Webster, 
W. À. C. Bennett, W. J. Johnson and 
Mr. King. Rods flayed the air and 
grilse and salmon were dragged 
out of the water at very brief in­
tervals. The total take was 23 fish 
and next day, in the parliamentary 
restaurant, the chef duplicated the 
fete of the fishes and the loaves of 
bread and served not only the mem­
bers, but the press gallery, the ses­
sional staff and several visitors. 
Old-timers remarked it was the 
biggest crowd they had ever seen in 
the restaurant, which normally is 
“ very quiet, sparsely-occupied

MINISTER OF LABOR
VICTORIA, April 1—A tense 

Legislature Monday listened to 
the minister of labor announce 
he disagrees with his colleagues 
in the government and in the 
Coalition caucus on the super­
vised strike vote in the new 
labor bHl, but, despite that he 
sees no reason why he should 
sever his connection with the 
government.

Mr. Pearson said some people 
made it appear in recent days 
that a crisis had arisen in gov­
ernment ranks over the labor 
bill. He said that was not so. 
And then he said his position is 
very awkward and that a new 
labor relations board will handle 
administration of the act.

There is no more sincere per­
son than George Pearson. As he 
spoke Monday he was deep in

DISAGREES
conviction he was doing the 
correct thing. He presented his 
case, in straightforward manner, 
on the most difficult situation 
he has ever had- to face. He an 
nounced the compromise by 
which the government was sav­
ed—the strike vote stays In, the 
penalties on employees for Il­
legal strikes goes out.

Herbert Gargrave, C. C. F., 
Mackenzie, first speaker for the 
opposition, said he was sorry 
Mr. Pearson should mar 14 years 
in the labor portfolio by bring­
ing in so backward an act. He 
termed It a vicious act and said 
that under it reactionary em­
ployer interests will have their 
hands strengthened, but, des­
pite that, unions are determined 
no legislature will take away 
their rights.

WINCH FEARS LIBERALS ROTTING
Labor member Tom Uphill 

said that, under the bill, there 
will be industrial war, instead 
of Industrial peace. Mine work­
ers he warned, will never give 
up their right to strike. He said 
that, if the government has the 
right to supervise strike votes, 
why shouldn’t It take the right 
to supervise meetings of direct­
ors of corporations. He termed 
the bill most undemocratic.

Opposition Leader Harold 
Winch saw in the bill a sign 
the Conservative wing of the 
government has now reached 
the point of rotting Liberalism

thought the Liberals ever had. I 
To him it appeared the bill I 
proves Premier Hart, even! 
though controlling the majority I 
of the Coalition, has lost control | 
to the Tories.

“This bill proves inclusively I 
and concretely the Tories now! 
rule the government—otherwise! 
we would never have had seen! 
this type of legislation,” Mr. I 
Winch said. He wondered how it I 
is possible to have a minister of I 
labor opposing one of the most! 
important sections of his own! 
legislation. “It just can’t be | 
done,” he said.and stifling any progressive

THE PREMIER WOULD RATHER FISH
Bumaby’i C.C.F. Mr. Winch 

paid tribute to Mr. Pearson, 
who, he said, has done more 
than any other cabinet minister 
to build up the stature of the 
government — and it is regret­
table — "members of the Coali­
tion, in their ignorance, have 
not recognized the value of his 
wisdom.”

The day had a pleasant mo­
ment. It was Premier Hart’s 
68th birthday, so Opposition 
Leader Winch wished him imu.y 
happy returns. It is always a 
pleasure to honor Mr Hart, 
•aid Mr. Winch—though never, 
never, politically. Mr Winch 
noted that if all the aigns are 
correct, it will be the last op­
portunity to honor Mr Hart in 
this House, though, as far as 
Mr. Winch could figure out, 
Mr. Hart certainly hasn’t

eqough rheumatoid, arthritis I 
or paralysis, except in a politi-1 
cal sense, of course, to go to the I 
Senate. Mr. Hart, all smiles, 
thanked the House and said he 1 
doesn't look forward to the Sen-1 
ate, nearly as much as he does I 
to ‘ playing golf and going | 
fishing.

The premier served notice I 
the grind is now on. He moved I 
that the House go in to three | 
sittings a day—morning after­
noon and night, in a desperate I 
attempt to prorogue by Wed-1 
nesday night. Three more mes-I 
sage bills came in at the close | 
of Monday afternoon, the op­
position groaned aloud and Mr. I 
Winch said “it’» getting to bel 
a bad habit.” In the opinion! 
of long-time observers of the I 
Legislative scene, never before! 
have so many bills come in in| 
the dying hours of a session.

beck room on the tob floor of the! 
buildings. - F

Special to The News-Herald
‘UP TO MUNICIPALITY’ 

VICTORIA, April 1.—Amount I 
[of the business tax, proposed ini 
| the Goldénberg report on pro-1 
[ vincial-municlpal financial re-1 
I lations, will be left to the muni-1 
I clpalities. Amendments to the I 
[Municipal Act, expected to bel 
[brought into the legislature to-1 
[day will give the municipalities I 
I power to levy such a tax, but by I 
| whit amount is up to the muni-1 
I cipalities concerned.

B.C. I
Pearson, 
Some Pen

VICTORIA, Ap 
votes will remain 
penalties of $10 a 
the act will be cut j and trades unions 
$125 a day, Labor 

| lature Monday in 
rial Conciliation

A labor relations boa 
I for in the act, Mr. Pear 
I will be set up as soon 
j sible to administer the 

•DISGRACE’ SAYS W 
Opposition L e a d e 

I Winch termed the bi 
grace to British Colun 

On division 35 go 
I members voted solidly 
I ond reading and Toi 

(Labor-Femie) oppose 
[ the 10 C.C.F. members 

Mr. Pearson said it 
[I true he does not agree 
I colleagues as far as 
I vised strike vote is 

“I don’t think a 
I] secret strike vote is 

as a general thing,” M 
I said.

“The majority of ou 
ji particularly the old tii 

■ must, according to th 
J tutions take secret 
I fore they go on strike 

“My own view is 
I pend on the honor ol 
I organizations.” 
“DEPEND ON LABC 

Mr. Pearson said 
I doubt a great deal 
j “among the people 

Columbia regarding 
true or false—abou 
unions take their 

I said many of these 
[him, are ridiculous.

One <>f the most 
| labor problems was 
■ fair labor practices.
I satisfactory to take 
1 into court, particuli 
[authority partly lay 
I wa.

The referee provi 
| new act would give 
| power to go in and 
| complaints to detei 
1 ther there was suffii 

to take them into 
| mainly to see if 
[ could be brought toj 
| EXPLAINS POSITK 

Of the most 
I clause, that providi 
I ernment supervisioi 
I Mr. Pearson said:

“I must confess 
I am in disagreemei 
| colleagues. I don’t 
I misunderstood. Tt 
I question has broui 
| deal of unnecei 
I without foundation.

“I am in favor o 
| lots, but I don’t 

>n is necessary
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35 to II
Pearson, Strike Vote Check Stay; 
Some Penalties Dropped from Bill

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA, April 1 — Government supervised strike 

votes will remain in B.C.’s new Labor Act, but proposed 
penalties of $10 a day on employees striking contrary to 
the act will be cut out and $250 a day fines for employers 
and trades unions causing lockouts or strikes reduced to 
$125 a day, Labor Minister Georgé Pearson told the legis­
lature Monday in moving second reading of the new Indus­
trial Conciliation and Arbitration Act.
A labor relations board called | “I tried for another reason to S3 
r In the act, Mr. Pearson said, § dissuade by colleagues. From 3 
.11 be set up as soon as poS. | the standpoint of administration | 

. ... 1 it (the supervised vote) is cum- M
>le to administer the act. , t,ersome and almost impossible jh 
ISGRACE’ SAYS WINCH of administration.
Opposition Leader Harold “Had I been required to take 8 
inch termed the bill a dis- one in the I.W.A. strike it would ■ 
ace to British Columbia. have taken weeks and I would g
_ ,, , . , not have got a satisfactory bal-s*On division 35 government lot

embers voted solidly for sec- «[ have been minister of la­
id reading and Tom Uphill bor for 14 years. I'm human, 
.abor-Femie) opposed it with and after the experience I’ve

1 n r- r- V had I don't like to be told bye 10 C.C.F. members. , ... . ....._ .. .. . .. people with only little exper-
Mr. Pearson said it is quite ience what I should do. 
ue he does not agree with his “WOULDN’T LET YOU” 
illeagues as far as the super- .,j refuse to belleve that be- 
sed strike vote is concerned. caUse I disagree with this pro- 
“I don't think a supervised vision I should sever my con­
cret strike vote is necessary nection with the government 
; a general thing," Mr. Pearson and labor. I feel I still have set- 
.. vice to give . . . people will say
lid* “Why doesn't he get out?’ ”
“The majority of our unions— Premier Hart interrupted to 

irticularly the old time unions, say: “You couldn’t. We wouldn't 
lust, according to their consti- let you.”
itions take secret ballots be- The minister said that just 
ire they go on strike. because he disagrees with some
“My own view is we can de- clauses of the bill, is no reason 

end on the honor of our labor why he should sever his con- 
rganizations." nection with the government. -
DEPEND ON LABOR” Mr. Pearson said both unions
Mr. Pearson said there is no an^ management have not set- 

ÆTLSS1 -°f T?.1”™ tied down In the proper aplrlt of 
collective bargaining, that there 
is too much jockeying for posi­
tion.

“If they can’t get down to true

—Picture» and Comment by Chare ch.
IN WAR AND NOW IN PEACE.—Leigh Stevenson. Coa­
lition member of the Legislature for Vancouver-Point 
Grey, made a name for himself in the R.C.A.F. during the 
war when he rose to the'rank of air vice-marshal. He is 
similarly making good in politics in this, his first session. 
He was elected at a by-election last year. A man of dis­
tinction, confidence and capability.

Bovine, Escheats Pearson OK's 
Winch Bill

VICTORIA, April 1.—(CPI- 
Labor Minister George S. Pear­
son is apparently accepting Op­
position Leader Harold Winch's 
proposed amendment to the An­
nual Holidays Act which will 
provide for sums due in lieu of 

considered

Bills Introduced
VICTORIA, April 1.—(CP)— 

Agriculture Minister Putnam 
introduced a bill into the House 
Monday providing that “every

holiday time be 
wages.

Mr. Winch's bill is designed 
to plug a loophole found since 
the original act came into effect 
last year.

Mr. Pearson has placed on the 
B.C. Legislature’s order paper 
an amendment to Mr.

Columbia regarding stories— 
true or false—about the way 
unions take their votes.” He 
said many of these stories, to 
him, are ridiculous.

One <>f the most difficult of 
labor problems was that of un­
fair labor practices. It was not 
satisfactory to take the parties 
into court, particularly where

for each bull, steer, or female 
of the bovine species, other] 
than a cow, shipped by him foy! 
slaughter to a place outside the 

he shall make
collective bargaining we_are all 
going to suffer,” Mr, 
said.

Herbert Gargrave,

province: 
returns and make payment to 
the minister in the manner and 
at times provided in respect of 
a packer by this act.”

Attorney-General Wismer in­
troduced an amendment to the 
Escheats Act providing that 
where lands, tenements or heri- 
taments, or any personal pro- 

| perty, any interest or equity, 
has escheated or become for­
feited to the Crown, the Lieu­
tenant-Governor in council may 
appoint a person to take posses­
sion of all or part and manage 
it for some time as he thinks 

may rent or sell by

Winch’s
bill which adds other provisions 
but does not substract from Mr. 
Winch’s proposal. ,

(C.C.F.

The referee provision in the 
new act would give one person 
power to go in and investigate 
complaints to determine whe­
ther there was sufficient ground 
to take them into court, but 
mainly to see if the parties 
could be brought together. 
EXPLAINS POSITION

content tous

Liquor Curbs
Off Today

Spedel to The News-Herald
VICTORIA, April 1—Ration­

ing and liquor permits end it.- 
British Columbia today Actual 
amendment to the Liquor Act 
outlawing permits, will not be­
come legal until the lieutenant- 
governor signs the bill Wednes 
day. but the Liquor Control 
Board has ruled that, starting 
today, liquor may be purchased 
without a permit.

Of the most 
clause, that providing for gov­
ernment supervision of vote», 
Mr. Pearson said:

“I must confess that here $ 
am in disagreement with my 
colleagues. I don’t want to be 
misunderstood. The whole 
question has brought a great 
deal of unnecessary talking, 
without foundation.

"I am in favor of secret ^bal­
lots, but I don’t think supervi­
sion is necessary as a general 1

proper; ■■■■
private sale any part, advertise 
for sale by tender Or sell at pub­
lic auction the proceeds shall be 
freed from any claims, legal 
equitable or moral.

; 77T.
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P.G.E. Gets a Insurance Plan

New Grant 
For Buses

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA, April 1.—A fur-1 

' Ih^r $200,000 will be provided p 
by the government to purchase || 
passenger and freight service jV 
equipment for the Hart Highway ^ 
into the Peace River district, it 

r‘ is announced by Premier John 
Hart

Won't Begin 
Immediately

)AY, APRIL 2, 1947 -

ùttAe^ou&e
By J. K. NESBITT

IT WAS AN EXHAUSTING DAY
VICTORIA, April 1.—(CP)—

The financial responsibility plan j}1 
for British Columbia motorists, l; f 
provision for which is made infe i 
a bill before the B.C. Legisla- ^ ' 
ture Monday, will probably not ^V 
come into effect for some time, p ; 
because of the complexity ofËfo 
the machinery.

Included in the scheme is an U 
, . H unsatisfied judgment fund tok .>

This road service will be °P;|jwhich car owners will be re-gf
quired to pay up to $1 annually,! ®as‘ern Rall.*ay; of which Mr- h The fund will be maintained 

Hart is president.
I The new sum is in addition to fl 

$663,000 already provided this
year to purchase necessary 
equipment for the railway itself.

With the $200,000 the com- 
I pany will buy three 50-passenger 

buses; three seven-passenger 
automobiles; four trucks, with a 
10-ton payload capacity; four 
four-wheeler trailers with 10-ton 
payload capacity; and four one- 
and-a-half-ton panel trucks for 
express goods.

I RAILWAY CARS
Mr. Hart also announced de- 

I tails of the equipment to be pur- 
| chased for the railway with the 

$663,000. This will comprise 75 
new standard steel box freight 

J cars, costing $300,000; 2l new 
g standard steel flat freight cars,
[ costing $75,000; two new Mikado 
type locomotives, costing about

I $210,000.
Used Equipment to be bought 

| will include one passenger coach, 
j $10,000; three sleeping-cars,
| $45,000; one dining-car, $13,000 

one baggage and express car 
[$10,000.

When the John Hart Highway 
lis opened in the spring of next 
I year it will be possible to make"
I the trip from Dawson Creek to 
I Vancouver, via the P.G.E. and 
I steamer from Squamish,* a dis- 
I tance of 747 miles, in 42 hours,
I compared with 64 hours from 
I Dawson Creek to Vancouver via 
I Edmonton, a distance of 1,266 
I miles.

The bus service will give three 
] trips weekly over the new high- |:v 
j way, which is costing the gov-F/', 
I emment $6,000,000. Run fromj 
1 Dawson Creek to Quesnel, toll 
1 connect wtyh the P.G.E. willjP 
I take 16 hours.

The three passenger busi 
I will be of modem type with 
I reclining chairs. The three 7-1 
1 passenger automobiles are for]
| charter parties.

I B.C. Voters to Get 
^Identification Nos.

VICTORIA, April 1.—(CP)—
I Provincial electors will be as*
I signed numbers for identifies* 
Ition purposes under an amend*

*1 to the Elections Act now i 
- the legislature.

between $150,000 and $250,000 j; 
to pay persons who are unable u 
to collect damages awarded by L| 
courts due as a result of car ac-M 
cidents. The fee will be varied p 
to maintain the fund between g 
the minimum and ' maximum M 
totals.
jeeaHei

Mr

- : V

VICTORIA, April 2.—All day 
Tuesday the Legislature slugged 
through the new labor bill, the 
most contentious issue of the 
session. It started at 10:30 in the 
morning, côntinued to 1; started 
again at 2:30 and adjourned at 
6 to 8:80 p.m. It was the most 
exhausting day of the session.

The C.C.F. battled section by 
section. Most of the opposition 
amendments to the bill were 
snowed under by the solid Coali­
tion majority. Caucus had made 
sure there would be no bolters 
on so important a bill. Howeveu, 
one or two minor C.C.F. amend­
ments were allowed, just to 
prove the Coalition isn’t too 
stubborn.

Labor Minister Pearson and 
Attorney-General Gordon Wis-

PEARSON LOOKS UNHAPPY

mer sat side by side as the 
lengthy bill was gone through. 
Frequently they had consulta­
tions. The man who knows more 
about labor in this province than 
any other and the man who 
knows most about law kept 
their heads together, and their 
wits sharp.

Most bitter argument came on 
the clause calling for govern­
ment supervised strike votes. 
This was the clause of which Mr. 
Pearson, the day before, admit­
ted he and his colleagues could 
not see eye to eye. The opposi­
tion tried desperately, on a 
technicality, to get Mr. Pearson 
to stand with it to oppose this 
clause. The government was 
equally as determined that its 
labor minister should not be put 
on the spot.

>
.

It must be said that Mr. Pear­
son, who had been all smiles, 
looked unhappy at this embar­
rassing point. Actually, it was a 
distressing moment—to see one 
of this province’s most outstand­
ing labor ministers loyally go­
ing with the government, bow­
ing to the will of the majority, 
against his own better judgment.

There were fascinating mo­
ments during this manoeuver- 
ing; the speaker was called to 
the chair several times to rule. 
White-haired Mr. Hart and 
black-haired Mr. Winch, their

personal friendliness forgotten, 
all their political enmity 
aroused, fought the good legis­
lative duel.

The government won; Mr. 
Pearson did not have to vote 
with the opposition against his 
own government.

Astute Herbert Gargrave was 
chosen by the C.C.F. to do most 
of the battling on the labor bill. 
Vancouver East’s Arthur Turner 
was his henchman. The two of 
them did a nice job. The two 
Winchs, father and son, helped 
them out from time to time.

GARGRAVE LEADS C.C.F. ATTACK
8$-

RIP
, :

Mr. Gargrave said no govern­
ment has no more right to Inter­
fere In union affairs than it has 
to interfere in the affairs of any 
other organization. He thought 
it might be a good idea, follow­
ing through, he said, if a C.C.F. 
member was named to supervise 
the vote at the next Liberal 
convention. As to the supervised 
strike vote he said: “It is un- 

l necessary, unsound and unfair—
j ONLY PROVINCE

Opposition leader Winch 
I asked if any other province has 
I such, a clause. “I have no know- 
I ledge of It," replied Mr. Pearson.

Mr. Gargrave fought on. The 
I strike vote clause, he said, is a 
I blot on the industrial relations 
I laws of B.C—it suggests to the 
j public a section of the Legisla- 
! ture has no confidence in the 
J trade unions to conduct their 
I own affairs.

Burnaby*, Mr. Winch tried to 
have it made law that the Labor 
Relations Board, which will ad- 

! minister the act, will be equally- 
composed of representatives of 

I organized employees and em- 
I ployers. • Mr. Pearson said that
I la hla Inionflnn -11____.1.1___

I should be left in the hands of 
| the govemmeht.

I warn you.’*
Mr. Turner noted the House 

had not heard a single reason 
why there should be support 
for the strike vote clause. Had-'; 
n’t the minister of labor him­
self opposed It? Sam Guthrie 
asked Mr. Pearson if he knows 
of any other country in the 
world where there is such a 
strike clause in a labor act. Mr. 
Pearson answered: “No."

Mr. Turner noted: “We’re pio-
p—cine."_______ i............... ...

ITURNER SHUDDERS i
The C.C.F. intimated thit,$^ 

much as it hates the new act, it r1 
would feel happier if Mr. Pear­
son would always be in the gov­
ernment to be to charge of it 
Mr. Turner expressed down­
right fear of what might I 
if Mr. Pearson ever left 
went almost into a panic j 
he figures that some dap Fin­
ance Minister Anscomb might be 
in charge of the act. "Heaven 
forbid,” snorted E. E. Winch. 
Mr. Gargrave said he has some 
confidence to Mr. Pearspn ' ' 
.none, absolutely none, tn '
Tory colleagues.

i ,, , - .. ----------------The attorney-general and Mr.
is his intention, but discretion Gargrave had a number of

tussles. At one point Mr. Wls- 
mer told Mr. Gargrave to go 
easy. "I know what I’m doing, " 
said Mr. Gargrave, to which Mr. 
Wismer replied, to that quick 
way of his: “you may know 
what you’re doing, but you don’t 
know what you’ve done."

The House is tired, and 
the message bills come to. 1 
shape your M.L.A'j will be 
by tonight is anyone's 

I It’s no wonder the galleries i 
1 shocked at the way laws 

ound 1

House Si 
Labor Bi|

VICTORIA, April 2—(C 
1 British Columbia’s conterj 
1 labor bill providing for gol 
j ment supervision of secret \
I votes and penalties for 
i strikes and lockouts, hightij 

gj sittings of the provincial 
j again Tuesday as the gc|
I ment announced increase 
! guards against strikes i|
| province.

Amendments to the Indl 
| Conciliation and Arbitratil 
| introduced by Labor Ml 
I Pearson during committeq 
| in the House provide for i 
| strike vote in addition 

J earlier requirement of a xg 
B acceptance or rejection of g 
1 ciliation board award, 

j The additions touched I 
| heated debate with opJ 
if leader Harold Winch tl 
S the supervision clause!
| “most vicious system eve| 
i duced In Canada, 
jj BALLOT DEFENDED 
I Opposing the supervise!
J Mr. Winch said: “By tti 
jg you go through the 96-dl 
[j] imum and then hold a f 

I ment-supervised vote, th| 
j of the worker is gone.’

Attorney - General Wl 
I who piloted the bill thref 
I House said: “This is n|
J to take any extra time. Ï 
I is going to be a ballot!
B event, what objection eg 
! be to proper supervisioi 
j The new sections werl 
141 government amendrT 

H the original bill and 1 
|§ changes proposed by tl 
H sition discussed in thl 

■ Tuesday. A few of thl 
nil amendments were acc " 
g the minister.
1 REJECTED BY PEAR!

1 Mr. Pearson and the|
H turned thumbs down 
s| by the opposition to 
|| hibition of company 
| eluded in the act. H<|
^ did not understand 
M ions’ fear of competig 

j ||| such email groups, if 
gp| only 29 out of 1,792| 
Bjtions since April 18,

I C.C.F. members to! 
g|l tion to the section 

[ g|| trade union representL 
| iting industrial plan!
[ working hours.

Mr. Pearson said 
notSing obnoxious 
clause; nothing to stol 
ees talking union mj 
amongst themselves. 
STRONG OBJECTIoi 

The minister rejecl 
B tempt by the opposif 
j sert maintenance off 
[ship clause in the aj 
I refused to accept 
I ment to bring under 1 
I sons employed in do!
J vice, agriculture, hi 
I hunting and trapping 
I Most strenuous otf 
I the day came from]
■ benches during consi
■ penalty clauses, cut L 
I the minister in ame|
I the original bill.

Herbert Gargrave |
I kenzie) charged 
I being brought in on|
I of what happened Î 
j States to John L.
I can now after a 1



House Strengthens 
Labor Bill Checks

le as the (■; 
ic through, j, 
d consulta- % 
tnows more g 
ovlnce than | 
man who & 
law kept I 

r, and their i

VICTORIA. April 2—(CP)—, 
British Columbia’s contentious 
labor bill providing for govern­
ment supervision of secret strike 
votes and penalties for illegal 
strikes and lockouts, highlighted

MLA Proposes
Med. Faculty

sittings of the provincial House I 
again Tuesday as the govern­
ment announced increased safe­
guards against strikes in the 
province.

For Victoriaent came on 
for govem- 
rike votes. 
>f which Mr. 
ifore, admit- 
•agues could 
The opposi­
tely, on a 
Mr. Pearson 
oppose this 

•nment was 
ned that its 
d not be put

Amendments to the Industrial Ï 
! Conciliation and Arbitration Act 
introduced by Labor Minister 
Pearson during committee stage 
in the House provide for a direct 
strike vote in addition to the 
earlier requirement of a vote on 

I acceptance or rejection of a con- 
jj ciliation board award.
| The additions touched off a 
S heated debate with opposition 

leader Harold Winch terming 
* the supervision clauses the 
n “most vicious system ever intro­
ït duced in Canada.
I BALLOT DEFENDED 
K Opposing the supervised vote, 
I Mr. Winch said: “By the time 
I you go through the 96-day min-

I VÎCTÔRÎÀ, Aprîï 2~W. T.
|Straith, K.C., (Coalition 
I Victoria) in the Legislature 
I Tuesday night in view of ! 
I reports that U.B.C. governors ] 
jin defiance of a resolution of | 
S the Legislature, will not start ! 
S a medical faculty this year j 
B said the government should JI I move to sUrt a medical 

school in Victoria.

He said it could be oper­
ated in conjunction with 
Victoria College, Jubilee and 

I St. Josephs, naval and mili- 
I tary hospitals here.

A U.B.C. board of governors ! 
I statement Tuesday said board I 
| members would reopen discus-1 
| sion on the medical faculty with 

the government “at the close of 
the present session."
WINCH ASKS ACTION

Opposition Leader Winch said 
the medical school should be es­
tablished in Vancouver.

“I am sure all members of | 
this House regret the decision of 
the board of governors" Mr. 
Winch said. “We should make it 
clear to the board this legisla­
ture, on behalf of the people of 
the province, not only expects, 
but demands that a medical

ss forgotten, I 
1 enmity 1 
i good legis-1

■ won; Mr. 
Iiave to vote 
fti against his

TOM KING — Legislative camera study of the member for 
Columbia, who is today being talked of in Victoria as the 
next cabinet minister. The portrait brings out his charac­
teristics — those of a wise, considerate and likeable gentle­
man, known personally to every adult resident in his spac- 
ious riding of which the town of Golden is the centre.

® imum and then hold a govern- 
1 ment-supervised vote, the power 
8 of the worker is gone.”
1 Attorney - General W is m e r,
■ who piloted the bill through the
■ House said: “This is not going
■ to take any extra time. If there 
H is going to be a ballot in any
■ event, what objection can there
■ be to proper supervision?"
| | The new sections were among 
■ 41 government amendments to 
® the original bill and some 50 
19 changes proposed by the oppo- 
H sition discussed in the House 
8 Tuesday. A few of the C.C.F. 
18 amendments were accepted by 
^$3 the minister. 
b| REJECTED BY PEARSON 

j Mr. Pearson and the House— 
Æ turned thumbs down on efforts 
mby the opposition to have pro- 
ÿlhibition of company unions in- 
J eluded in the act. He said he 

"jj did not understand trade un-

iargrave was 
F. to do most 
he labor bill, 
j-thur Turner 

The two of 
>b. The two 
1 son, helped 
e to time. MunicipalitiesGovt. To Meet
ed the House] 
single reason 

be support ! 
s clause. Had-: 
of labor him-; 
Sam Guthrie: 

i If he knows1 
untry In the 
e Is such a 
labor act. Mr.
: “No." 
d: “We’re plo-

Given New TaxesRising Costs Of
Works Program VICTORIA, April $—(CPW 

Legislation empowering nuroieÇ 
palities to impose taxes on beer 
licensees, a three per cent tax 
on the revenues of public utili­
ties and a general business tax 
was before the legislature Tues­
day.

The legislation will Implement 
some of the major recommenda­
tions of the Goldenberg report.

Annual tax on beer parlors 
will vary from $85 for those who 
pay to the province a licensee 
fee of $600 down to $30 annual- j 
ly for those who pay a license j 
fee of less than $350.

The business tax is not made ; 
mandatory. It provides that the 
tax be based on, but not exceed 
10 per cent of the rental value 
of the business and allows de­
duction of any trade licenses' 
paid.

VICTORIA. April 2. -Agree­
ments providing for more than 
contract prices to be paid con­
tractors employed in the publip 
works program will be arranged 
by the provincial government to 
meet rising costs of labor and 
materials beyond the control of 
the contractors.

This was announced Tuesday ' 
by Public Works Minister E. C.1 
Carson.

He explained that the con- j 
tractors have petitioned the

Foresters Seek
Own AssociationBBS

itimated that, 
the new act, it 
t if Mr. Pear- 
be in the gov- 

i charge of it 
jressed down- 
; might happen 
ver left. He 
a panic when 

some day Fin- 
$comb might be 
act. “Heaven 
E. B. Winch. 

Id he has some

ions’ fear of competition from 
such email groups, numbering 
only 29 out of 1,793 certifica­
tions since April 18, 1944.

C.C.F. members took excep­
tion to the section prohibiting 
trade union representatives vis- 

| iting industrial plants during 
working hours.

Mr. Pearson said there was 
nothing obnoxious in the 
clause; nothing to stop employ­
ees talking union matters over 
amongst themselves.
STRONG OBJECTIONS

The minister rejected an at­
tempt by the opposition to in­
sert maintenance of member­
ship clause in the act and also 
refused to accept an amend­
ment to bring under the act per­
sons employed in domestic ser­
vice. agriculture, horticulture, 
hunting and trapping.

Most strenuous objections of 
the day came from the C.C.F. 
benches during consideration of 
penalty clauses, cut in half by 
the minister in amendments to 
the original bill.

Herbert Gargrave (CCF-Mac* 
kenzie) charged that it was 
being brought in only “because 
of what happened in the Unite® 
States to John L. Lewis. Yqtij 
can now qj after a trade union'!

VICTORIA, April 2.—Bill to 
give professional status to for­
esters was introduced in the 
Legislature Tuesday night by 
H. J. Welch, Coalition, Comox.

Bill sets out a body corporate, 
under the name, Association of 
B.C. Foresters and composed of 
F. D. Mulholland, C. D. Orchard 
and Hector A. Richmond, all of 
Victoria; John E. Liersch, Ros- 
coe* M. Brown, Leonard R. An­
drews, John D. Gilmour, Hugh 
John Hodgins, E. E. Gregg, all 
of Vancouver and M. W. Gor- 
mely of Nelson.

Council of management of the 
Association is set up in the bill. 
No person shall be eligible for 

I membership unless he is a mem­
ber of the Association and resi­
dent in B.C.

The changes in the Municipal : 
Act do not apply to Vancouver, ' 
civic officials state, but similar 
changes In the Vancouver In* 
corporation Act are expected.

Aldermen Charles Jones and
J. D. Cornett were in Victoria 
Tuesday discussing with provin­
cial officials the possibility of 
having the business tax unre­
stricted in the Vancouver act.

general and Mir.
number d<

point Mr. Wls-
erg rave to go
that I'm
Ire, to whit

in that Qufcfr
KM "
Kg, but you don’t
Iv. done.

tired, end VICTORIA, April 2.—(CP) 
—City aldermen and municipal 
councillors will serve two-year 
terms in future.

Provision for this Is contain­
ed in amendments to the Muni­
cipal Act introduced in the Leg­
islature Tuesday. ___ .

will be

the 'galleries 
way laws
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Getting Down to Earth HouseApproves^Bwhat Our m
In the campaign for a medical 

school at the University of British 
Columbia, there has been too much 
insistence on “s first-class school, or 
nothing.”

* This has been a mistaken approach 
and unrealistic. No matter how much 
money the provincial government de­
voted to the purpose, it could not 
thereby produce a first-class medical 
school right at the start. The few top 
medical schools on this continent 
have been the result of years of slow 
growth, with gradual development 
of techniques and traditions, and the 
t^ne-testing of staff. Pouring out 
money on buildings, equipment and 
staff has been tried, but has not au­
tomatically produced first-class med­
ical schools elsewhere. There is no 
reason to expect it would here.

What is required here is to provide 
now a good standard course for Brit­
ish Columbia students who desire to 
enter medicine and who because of 
overcrowding of established medical 
schools will be denied a professional 
career unless a school of medicine is 
inaugurated here. Facilities for spe­
cialization are not requisite at first. 
They will come later. The need of the 
moment is for a basic school that will 
enable students to gain a graduate 
degree of a standing that will be ac­
cepted by older institutions to which 
students, following the general prac­
tice of medical graduates today, go 
for postgraduate or specialization 
work.

Once these facts are recognized and 
some of the grandiose ideas which 
have prevailed hereabouts are dispel­
led, it may be possible to get down 
to reality and make a beginning on a 
medical faculty for U.B.C.

There is available today $1,500,- 
000 for building and equipment for 
pre-el in ical departments. There is also 
$100,000 as an annual grant from the 
provincial government. This grant 
would provide for the first year 
course. With this the governors say

they will be glad to provide the first 
year course, on the understanding 
that further monies will be available 
as required for the other three years 
as they are added.

At present there is not in Vancou­
ver the hospital accommodation suffi­
cient to make available the necessary 
400 teaching beds for the clinical 
work on which medical students 
would enter in their third year. How­
ever, it will be three years from now 

•before the first class of medical stud­
ents will be ready for clinical work 
at the hospitals; the governors say it 
will be impossible to launch the med­
ical course in 1947 and the first 
two years will be spent in non-clini- 
cal work.

At the end of three years, the hos­
pital situation in Vancouver should 
be bettered. It cannot get worse. To­
day the city is short 1,000 hospital 
beds, on the basis of six hospital beds 
for each 1,000 population.

It has been proposed that a 500- 
bed hospital should be built at the 
University at a cost of $3,000,000 and 
up, to serve as a clinical hospital for 
the medical school and- thus keep 
everything “on the campus.” On the 
basis of cost alone, it is not likely 

> that serious consideration will be giv- 
‘ en to this proposal. The sensible and 

economical course would be to en­
large the existing hospital facilities. 
Centralization will be to the advan­
tage of college clinical work as well 
as public services.

Prospects for a medical faculty at 
U.B.C., thus depend on; 1. Assurance 
from the government of financial sup­
port for the second, third and fourth 
year courses. 2. Assurance of a suf­
ficient number of hospital beds for 
clinical courses at the end of three 
years. By now coming down out of 
the clouds and getting on the hard 
ground of what is financially possible, 
we are nearing the moment when a 
medical course at U.B.C. will be a 
reality.

Minor Changes 
To Liquor Act

mi

mm

VICTORIA, April 3.—Fine of 
$300 on minors found in beer 
parlors or illegally in possession 
of liquor has been reduced to 
$50 under a new amendment to 
the government liquor act, 
brought into the Legislature 
Wednesday by Attorney-Gen-, 
eral Gordon Wismer.

The House defeated amend­
ai ment of Herbert Gargrave, C.C. I 

F., Mackenzie, asking that I 
■ "every beer license shall be is- 
I sued in the name of the appli­
cant and no beer license shall 

be transferrable, nor shall the 
holder of a beer license allow 
any other corporation or person 
to use the license." 
TEMPERANCE FUND

Education Minister George 
Weir said he thought $20,000 
might be enough to start the 
governments temperance cam- 
paign. E. E. Winch, C.C.F. Bur- 
naby. said the starting sum 
should be at least $60,000.

Mr. Wismer said no furtherB 
changes can be made in the| 
liquor act until public opinion| 
comes out solidly in favor of one g 
thing or the other. He said heg 
failed to see any opinion favor-] 
ing liquor by the glass.
"AS FAR AS WE CAN GO”

"The government feels, while| 
we haven't gone very far, per-f 
haps we have gone as far as we g 
can," Mr. Wismer said.

Answering opposition re- E 
quests for establishment of a | 
type of English pub system ini 
B.C. the attorney-general said| 
that, from his own personal ob-fj 
servations, the people of Eng­
land seem to be able to drink | 
more sensibly than the people £ 
of British Columbia.

■m

B.C. Can't Do 
Pre Marital
Blood Tests

B.C., Victoria Judges' Boost 
Paid By B.C.

VICTORIA—B.C.’, 13 county 
court judges are each going to 
get another $1,000 a year.

Amendment to the County 
Courts Act, introduced in the 
Legislature Tuesday night by 
Attorney General Wismer gives 
the county court judges this 
sum from the B.C. treasury in 
addition to their $6,800 salaries, 
paid by Ottawa.

Trade Property
VICTORIA, April 1.—(CPI- 

Premier John Hart announced 
Tuesday that arrangements had 
been completed between the pro 
vinclal government and the City 
of Victoria for the transfer of 

pertles which will give the 
province lots at Government and 
Belleville Streets, for a

live building, and the 
lots on Topas Avenue

VICTORIA. April 3.—(CP)— 
Pre-marital blood tests, provi­
sion for which was made nine 
years ago, cannot be made law 
in B.C. now because equipment 
available is inadequate to carry 
out the tests, Health Minister 
G. S. Pearson said in the legis­
lature Wednesday.

Gangster films are not half as 
bad for youngsters as "the kind 
of piffle that comes over the ra­
dio," A. B. Ritchie (Oln.-Salmon 
Arm) asserted during discussion 
of an opposition bill calling for 
Classification of motion pictures, f 

The bill was defeated on sec-[ 
ond reading with only Mrs. 
Nancy Hodges (Cln-Victoria) I 
siding with the C.C.F.

She said that the time "has jj 
come when we’ve . got to do £ 

mething."
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By J. K. NESBITT
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Whot Our M.L.A.'s Did in 7 Weeks
By J. K. NESBITT

VICTORIA
Session of the legislature, ending 

today at Victoria, has seen the birth 
of a number of important new laws. 
Despite the unseemly haste of the 
last few (Jays, some first-class work 
has been accomplished by the 
House during the last seven weeks.

The new labor act is the great 
question mark. Organized labors 
two opposing factions have been 
joined in opposition to it; the leftist 
group threatens revolt in defiance 
of it. The minister of labor has 
been put in the extraordinary posi­
tion of opposing some of the clauses 
of his own act—leading to his an­
nouncement in the House that a 
labor relations board—and not the 
minister—will administer the act. 
How all this will work out will be 
eagerly watched during the year. 
PUSSYFQOTING ON LIQUOR

The government’s announced de­
termination of doing something 
about the liquor fell completely flat. 
All the ballyhoo — and the high- 

1 sounding phrases of private M.L. 
ijA.’s—ended, in nothing. The gov- 
j ernment and the Coalition caucus 
if were afraid to face this issue. So 
I there has been pussyfooting. Per- 
Imit system of purchasing liquor has 
■been abolished—a good step in 
litself—and there are a few other 
I minor changes but, by and large, 
I where liquor is concerned, we are 
|just where we were. Our peculiar 
«system of automobile back-seat and 
I hotel bedroom .swilling and beer 
| parlor guzzling will continue un- 
I abated.
\ It is too bad the government 
| wasn't as bold with liquor as it was
■ with the new act for the control of 
ivenereal disease.. This act may be

harsh on some individuals—as 
8 Health ahd Welfare Minister Pear- 
Eson explained to the House—but it 
Bhas teeth and if strictly enforced 
||will do much to stamp out one of 
jgjB.C.’s increasingly serious public 
g health scourges.
IVOTES FOR ORIENTALS 
I The new Forest Act is contro­

versial. If, however, it is designed 
1 to perpetuate our priceless but
■ westing forests—as Lands and For­
rests Minister Kenney says—it most 
||çertainly should be given a fair

trial for a year. In this regard, too, I 
it is good to see the government I 
move to protect rhododendrons, as § 
dogwood is now protected in the 1 
woods.

The new Elections Act holds I 
promise that some day B.C. will en- | 
franchise all its citizens, no matter I 
what the color of their skins. A ! 
forward step has been made in giv- I 
ing Canadians of Chinese and East I 
Indian ancestry the vote; it is un- I 
fortunate and not a little shameful I 
that a majority of our legislators 
had not the courage also to give 
the vote to Canadians of Japanese 
ancestry.
PROTECTION FOR 
AUTO VICTIMS

Move to give financial coverage 
to persons involved in automobile 
accidents—where the car owner 
has no insurance—should protect ! 
a ^t of hitherto unfortunate vie- j 
limit of the mounting toll of high­
way mishaps, most of them caused 
by carelessness and too much liquor. 
The public will also be protected 
from unscrupulous people who take 
in the unwary on various types of 
death, sickness and accident bene­
fits. Municipalities get a new lease 
of life under impletion of the 
Goldenberg report. Most teachers 
are happy because the legislature 
has given them a closed shop. Edu­
cation Minister Weir says theie is 
nothing to fear on this score.

If Ottawa co-operates, B.C.'s Su- 
preme Court will haye one more 
justice. Chief Justice Farris and 
Attorney-General Wismer have

CRANBROOK’S MEMBER—This legislative camera study 
of Dr. Frank William Green, C.M., M.L.A., by Paul Char- 
ach, reveals a kind man of high intelligence. His hands— 
those of an outstanding surgeon — are as delicate as a 
child’s.

House In Uproar 
Over C.C.F. Bid 
For Jap Vote

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA, April 3—Legisla­

ture Wednesday night broke 
into an uproar during discus­
sion of a C.C.F. amendment to 
the Elections Act which would 
have allowed Japanese In B.C. 
the vote, as well as Chinese and 
East Indians.

OppositionWP Harold
Winch, moving the amendment,; 
charged the Coalition side withi 
“totalitarian principles” in bar­
ring a minority of citizens from 
the polls.

Argument becaiqe so heated! 
at one point that Herbert GarJ 

; grave, C.C.F., shouted “shut up"! 
St Coalition hecklers. John Mc-| 
Innis, C.C.F., Fort George, join-1 
ed the fray to cry out: “You 
Liberals make me sick—you 
brought the Japs here in the 
first place.”
8TRAITH BACKS MOVE

Byron Johnson, Coalition, 
New Westminster, and Alex. 
Hope, Coalition, Delta, told of 
the fear of their constituents at 
Pearl Harbor time In view of 
the attitude of Japanese in 
those areas.

During all this there were 
[cries from the Coajition of “Re- 
| member Pearl Harbor—Remem­
ber Singapore — Remember

rismer and all

House SessionLegislature, Attorney-General 
Wismer has resorted to mis­
representations, in mdving sec­
ond reading of the 6.C.EH. 
20-year Franchise Bill in the 
Legislature.

j Misrepresentation No. 1 was 
the statement attributed to Mr. 
Wismer in the press that the 
Gilman Report was against 
public ownership of the sys­
tem. Anybody who has even 
glanced through the Gilman 
Report, and certainly Mr. Wis­
mer. knows that the whole 
feasible plan for achieving 
public ownership of our util­
ity system without a cent’s Cost 

I to the taxpayers. I. w»s pre­
cisely on the basis of this aü- 
I thoritative report that we 
I based our demand in our in- 
I terview with the government 
I that the whole power and tran- 
I sit system be taken over and 
I publicly operated.

proposing overall public own­
ership—a different thing en­
tirely, and something which all 
these gentlemen say they fa­
vor. These are deliberate con* 
fusionist tactics.

No. 3: Mr. Wispier ignores 
the fact the new franchise is 
exactly a new franchise, and 
not simply a modification of 
the old franchise. It gives the 
B.C. Electric motor coach and 
trolley bus rights. The dity has 
no authority to do this under 
the charter. Hence, his report­
ed statement that the original 
franchises, which are perpet­
ual in their nature, were in 
effect before the charter was 
passed in 1921 is a calculated 
misrepresentation designed 
Solely to deceive the members 
of the House and the public.

John Turner. 
Executive Secretary, 
Vancouver Labor Council. *

End Due Today
■ SMdat.te Th. Ntw.-Har.ia

VICTORIA, April 3.—-Proro­
gation of the second session of 
B.C.’s 21st Legislature is ex­
pected today, probably before 
noon.

. After a sitting that lasted In­
to the early morning hours of 
today, the order paper was prac­
tically cleared and the stage set 
for the formal prorogation cere- 

Lieut.-G o v e r n o rmony by 
Charles A. Banks.

It has been one of the heaviest 
sessions In recent years. More 
than 100 bills were chartered 
and made into statutes.

The session began Feb. 11.

No. 2: Mr. Wiener, like 
every other government and 
civic representative to whom 
we have directed our demands,

support of the vote

emendmenttalks as if

'Î».



HOUSE SURPRISED 
AS 2 IN CABINET 
VOTE WITH C.C.F.

Special to The News-Herald
VICTORIA, April 3. — The 

Legislature Wednesday night 
witnessed the unusual spectacle 
of two cabinet ministers voting 
with the C.C.F.

When an opposition amend­
ment to the Election Act came 
up, which would have forbid­
den the prefix independent be­
fore, for instance, Liberal, Con­
servative or C.C.F. Finance Min­
ister Anscomb and Attorney- 
General Wismer voted with the 
opposition in favor of it.

Government supporters, how­
ever, defeated the amendment.
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By J. K. NESBITT 1

music in beer parlors. Attor-1 
ney-General Wismer said the 
liquor board could allow music 
and soft drinks in beer parlors 
now, if it thought that advis­
able. Mr. Wismer thought there 
should be care about singing 
and music in beer parlors—he 
didn’t think it would be quite 
proper if a whole beer parlor, 
of a Saturday night stood up 
and gave out with Auld Lang 
Syne.
TOMATO JUICE AND 
SPONGE CAKE

C.C.F. Mr. Turner hoped to 
goodness juke boxes and “vile 
things” like that wouldn’t be

it seemedthe high priest, but 
he glared at Mr. Winch.

Mr. Gargrave said he would 
stand or fall on the C.C.F. pol­
icy that all citizens must have 
the vote. Mrs. Rolston asked

-ThereApril 3.VICTORIA, ... 
are three sure-fire topics that 
can turn the legislature into a 
near-frenzy—labor, liquor and 
Canadians of Japanese ancestry.

businessWednesday, the 
day of this session, we had all
three. So it was quite a day in­
deed.

The controversial labor bill 
went through third reading be­
fore noon. Opposition leader 
Winch brought in a last minute 
amendment to delete the clause 
calling for government super­
vised strike votes of unions. 
This was the clause which start­
ed the rumpus in Coalition

question was out of order. 
“Lucky for you,” chipped in 
Mrs. Hodges, with a nod at Mr. 
Gargrave.
NARROW MINDED,
SAID McINNIS

Mr. Mclnnis accused the gov­
ernment of narrow mindedness 
and reminded the house the 
United States doesn’t penalize 
its Japanese minority.

Dr. Laird said he is utterly 
and absolutely opposed to the 
vote for Japanese—as yet. The 
bill went through and the Jap­
anese minority is still barred 
from voting, though Chinese 
and East Indians are given the 
franchise.

It was a long, tiring day. Op­
position Leader Winch strug-; 
gled through the enormous bill 
ratifying the Dominion Provin­
cial financial agreement made 
by Premier Hart. Mr. Winch 
finally threw up his hands, in 
complete hopelessness. He said 
he couldn't even find a lawyer] 
or a cabinet

cally dramatic moment. The 
C.C.F. and Tom Uphill stood 
solidly to support it. All eyes 
promptly went to Mr. Pearson. 
The labor minister was writing 
busily, his head down, as if he 
didn’t know the vote was being 
taken. When the solid Coalition 
ranks rose to beat down the 
Winch amendment, again nil 
eyes went to Mr. Pearson. For 
a second he continued writing, 
then he half rose, before stand­
ing straight up with his col­
leagues, to vote for a clause 
which he doesn’t approve. When 
the bill finally went through 
Coalitionists thumped their 
desks, in celebration of their 
victory over the opposition.

Liquor Act amendments came 
up in the afternoon. Opposition 
Leader Winch said the govern­
ment, in its amendments, has 
evaded a problem that just has 
to be tackled. The government, 
he said, hasn’t the intestinal 
fortitude to face this issue. This, 
of course, started a first class 
row. C.CJ*. Mr. Gargrave 
moved an amendment to allow 

; soft drinks, sandwiches and

beer parlor. C.C.F. Mr. Mcln­
nis said people who swill beer 
as quickly as they can have 
something wrong with them, 
and so have people who hide 
bottles under tables at night 
clubs. Mr. Turner thought it 
might be a good idea to serve 
sponge cake in beer parlors.

As to the vote for Canadian- 
born Japanese — that caused 
tempers to flare and the House 
had quite a time hanging onto 
itself. Opposition Leader Winch 
accused the government of Nazi 
tendencies in legally barring a 
minority from the polls. Dis­
franchising a minority, said Mr. 
Winch, is an absolute and utter 
disgrace to B.C. Japanese- 
Canadians, Mr. Winch said, are 
Canadian citizens under Cana­
dian law. Mr. Winch chided 
Messrs. King and Brown on 
changing their minds about 
compulsory voting. He figured

minister who 
knows what its all about. He 
supposed he would just have to 
depend on the government. Fin­
ance Minister Anscomb wasn’t 
of much help; he muttered a 
few words and seemed to give 
the impression he doesn’t un­
derstand it either.

The day had its brightest mo- 
men when the page boys deliv­
ered to each member a cheque 
for $3,000—sessional indemnity, 
minus income tax.

if they did 
cold, hard f 
iency—and 
British Coli 
the leaders!” 
has had go 
years.

Now, ho> 
that Premil



Too Much Behind Closed Doors
’ Caucui after caucus of Coalition 
members at Victoria has retarded 
business of the House during the 
session ending today. Too much be- 
hind-the-doors business is not condu­
cive to building up confidence in gov­
ernment.

A government, of course, must 
know how its supporters stand on 
legislation. The government back­
bencher has a right to know what 
goes on before a bill lands on the 
floor of the House. But it should not 
be necessary to go to the extremes of 
this session. Oxford dictionary de­
fines the word caucus as “local com­
mittee for political party organiza­
tion—chiefly as a term of abuse sug­
gesting machine politics and wire­
pulling."

The Coalition government has 
worked successfully in B.C. for nearly 
six years. This session, however, 
there are definite signs of suspicion, 
one of the other, on the part of the 
Liberal and Conservative wings. Un­
less this growing tendency can be 
obviated, it would be much better for 
each party to go its separate way.

The Liberals—the majority, though 
not by much—are constantly threat­
ened, where too progressive legisla­
tion is concerned, by a Tory revolt. 
That is no secret. Liberals and Con­
servatives, because they had no 
choice back in 1941, climbpd into the 
same political bed and stayed snugly 
under the covers through the 1945 
general election because they knew, 
if they didn’t, they'd land on the 
cold, hard floor. Despite this exped­
iency—and that is what it was— 
British Columbia chiefly, because of 
the leadership of Premier John Hart, 
has had good government in recent 
years.

Now, however, with expectations 
that Premier Hart may give up the

leadership this year, there is much 
behtnd-the-scenes jockeying for posi­
tion It is because of this that every 
bill has to be so thoroughly caucused. 
One back-bench Conservative, for in­
stance—or Liberal—annoyed at the 
government, might be able to lead a 
disastrous revolt. Therefore, that 
dissenter has to be appeased. This 
sort of manoeuvring, of course, is 
always one of the weaknesses of any 
coalition government.

Coalition members have been 
dividing their time between two 
sessions day after day, and the House 
opened early in February—(a) the 
formal sittings of the House, which 
are open to public and press; (b) the 
secret party caucus behind guarded 
doors where the decisions are made 
and the real business of the House 
has been done. For four weeks the 
House was wrapped in speech-mak­
ing. The government seemed par­
alyzed. Why its draft bills could not 
have been ready early in the session 
is a mystery. It is only in the last 
week—with one or two exceptions— 
that any of the important legislation 
has been brought in. The Opposition 
has justifiable complaints—-and the 
public has, too. Dumping vital, em­
bryo laws into the lap of a sleepy 
legislature in the midnight hours of 
the dying days of a session, and then 
rushing them through, may be politi­
cally clever, but it isn't fair to the 
taxpayers.

The public has every right to pro­
test the caucus kind of legislation we 
have had at Victoria this year. Under 
it the government’s supporters are 
said to be fiery orators and great 
idealists—behind the locked doors of 
the caucus room. But when it comes 
to the actual law-making in the public 
legislative chamber, they do indeed 
become dummies.
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Poor Example to the Voters
Members of the legislature during 

the session now ended deplored the 
fact that the general public is shock­
ingly apathetic when it comes to a 

| citizen’s most priceless right—exer- 
I else of the franchise en election day.

Yet, the legislature itsblf—the 
| senior law-making body of the prov­

ince—in the last few days of a ses- 
| sion, gave the public the impression 
that the public's business was no 
more important than a Sunday after­
noon motor drive. There was the 

| spectacle of a mound of legislation 
rushed through the House in indecent 
haste, certainly so hurriedly that 
many of the members of the legis­
lature, let alone the general public, 

I could have no possible idea of what 
I It was all about.

The public, viewing what amount­
ed almost to a three-ring circus in 
the legislature in the last hours, can 
hardly be blamed if it gets the idea 
the law-makers don’t take their work 
seriously. It does seem our M.L.A.’s 
are only interested in collecting

their $3000 indemnities each—half of 
it income tax free—and getting home 
as quickly as they can. Actually, 
this is not so. but it is the way the 
situation appears on the surface.

It is all very well for the private 
members to blame the government 
for this frantic, last-minute rush. It 
is quite true, the government did— 
deliberately, it would seem—plan 
this rush. But if private members 
ganged up on the government and 
insisted on another few days in order 
to finish the people’s business in 
adequate manner, the government 
would have had to listen—and do 
what the back-benchers demanded.

Next time an M.L.A. is tempted to 
roast the public for its laziness in 
voting, let him remember that per­
haps the public, observing the whirli­
gig manner in which laws are made 
in the dying days of a session, puts it 
this way: "What’s the use of voting- 
just look at the way they do business 
in the legislature; they don't take it 
seriously, why on earth should we?" ■
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KASLO-SLOCAN’S MEMBER—Legislative camera study 
of Randolph Harding, M.L.A., of SUverton, by Paul Cha- 
rach. During the session Mr. Harding showed himself as 
a young man who was in there pitching every minute of
the time.
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They Were Groggy But Happy
VICTORIA, April 5.—Lieut.- 

Governor Charles A. Banks 
Thursday at 11:15 a.m. pro­
rogued a tired and sleepy legis­
lature.

M.L.A.’a had sat In the legis­
lative chamber until 5:30 a.m. 
They left the parliament build­
ings in a brilliant dawn, had a 
few hours sleep and then re­
turned groggy but happy for the 
prorogation ceremony.

The all-night sitting, a 40- 
year record, saw the C C.I'. bit­
terly fighting the government 
to the last ditch. Opposition 
Leader Harold Winch and his 
chief lieutenant, Herbert Gar- 
grave did most of the opposition 
pattling T i mpers w-e oused 
almost to the bursting point 
during discussion of ths clause 
in the new Elections Act for­
bidding Japanese to vote. Prem­
ier Hart, calmly and deliberate­
ly went through the order 
paper, as the long hours wore 
on. And it must be admitted he 
looked fresher than anyone else 
when he went out In the dawn.

Five hours later he met the I 
Lleut.-Governor at the top of | 
the main stone steps, and i 
corted Jiim Into the legislative I 
chamber. His Honor was attend-1 
ed by his navy, army and air I 
force aides, Lieut.-Cmdr. Hew I 
Paterson, Lieut.-Col. Brooke I 
Stephenson and Wing Com-1 
mander Don Campbell and at­
tended by his private secretary, I 
Capt. J. G. Cromack. Again I 
there was ancient ritual. Clerk I 
of the House Stuart Yates read I 
the long list of all the new laws I 
—more than 100. Mr. Speaker I 
Whittaker said "May it please I 
your honor;—we, his majesty’s I 
dutiful and loyal subjects, the I
legislative assembly of British I_
Columbia, approach your honor ■ 
at the close of our labors with^™ 
sentiments of unfeigned devo­
tion and loyalty to his majesty’s 
person and government and 
humbly beg to present for your 
honor’s acceptance Bill 73, in­
tituled ‘An Act for Granting 
Certain Sums of Money for the 
Public Service of British Co-1 
lumbla.’ ”

The Loyal Subjects Are Thanked
! The Clerk of the House then 
said: "In his majesty's name, 
his honor the Lieut.-Governor 
doth thank his majesty’s loyal 

jü subjects, accept their benevol­
ence and assent to this bill. The 
prorogation speech of honor 
came next, after which Prov­
incial Secretary George Pear­
son said: "It is his honor the 
Lieut.- Governor’s will and 

M pleasure that the legislative as- 
m sembly be prorogued until it 

shall please his honor to sum- 
IS mon the same for dispatch of 

business, and this provincial 
legislative assembly is hereby 
prorogued accordingly.”

Time was, when the minute 
the Lleut.-Governor left toe 
chamber, the members hurled 
their order papers, votes and 
proceedings and bills into toe 
air with great whoops of Joy. 
This custom, however, has died 
in British Columbia, as has the 
custom of singing while await­
ing toe arrival toe Lieut-Gov- 
eroor and singing God Save the 
King at toe close.

In His Honor’s prorogation I 
speech, prepared by toe govern-1 
ment, of course, was a polite I 
but strong hint that the govern-1 
ment thinks U.B.C. governors I 
should do something about the I 
medical faculty. His Honor not-1 
ed "provision of adequate funds 
tor the establishment of a medl- . | 
cal faculty at the University of 
British Columbia should give H 
great encouragement to - the 
board of governors to begin im­
mediately with toe institution 
of so Important and so urgent­
ly needed a faculty."

M.L.A.'s left for their homes 
with toe great questions of the I 
session still unanswered — will I 
Premier Hart be in charge of I 
the government this time next I 
year, and if not, who will be in I 
his place? This is a topic that I 
Is going to keep political buzz-1 
ing going until the Liberal ex­
ecutive meeting next 
ber.

SALMON ARM’S MEMBER—Legislative camera i 
Arthur Brown Ritchie, M.L.A., by Paul Charach. 
sor of the famed Rolph Bruhn, Mr. Ritchie with i 
nation upheld the cause of Salmon Arm during 
sion.
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