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Sixty-three beer parlors in Van-1 

I couver Centre district served up!
11,227,150 gallons of draught beer!
I and the equivalent of 1,025,280 
I pints in bottler- during 1939,1 
1 Attorney-General G. S. Wismer 
j has replied to a question in the 
I Legislature. Value of this beer,|
I as paid by the licensees, wars 
I $1,313,959. It works out roughly 
at 36 pints of beer for every man, 

j woman and child in Greater Van
couver.

Members Protest 
Feed Grain Rates

Freight rates were a source of I 
protest by farmer members of 8 
the Legislature sitting on the ag- : 
ricultural committee this morn-1 
ing. Main source of complaint | 
was the rate on feed grains.

L. H. Eyres, Conservative, Chil
liwack, said the railways had a § 
stranglehold on the country and| 
were using it.

“The stockmen do not want 1 
anything special in the way of | 
treatment; they just want parity | 
with eastern Canada/’ he said.

J. B. Munro, Deputy Minister J 
of Agriculture, said he had hopes 1 
of some adjustment when he goes g 
to Ottawa this month to confer | 
with federal officials.

He cited such anomalies as a | 
rate of 30 cents a hundred on j 
feed grain from McLeod, Alta., j 
and Edmonton to the coast, when | 
the rate from Vanderhoof and g 
Creston, 100 miles shorter, was [ 
32% cents.

Discussing Fraser Valley prob-1 
lems, Frank Putnam, Nelson § 
Creston, committee chairman, J 
suggested a revamping of their | 
agricultural structure.

“You have too many eggs, too j 
much milk, yet we import numer- j 
ous agricultural products in the | 
province,” he said, urging they E 
try new crops.
APPLE MARKET

The loss of part of the British 1 
Columbia apple market by the I 
British embargo was raised by J. [
A. Paton, Conservative, Point | 
Grey.

Capt. C. R. Bull, Liberal, South I 
Okanagan, a big apple grower I 
himself, said he trusted the tree-1 
fruit agency’s marketing officials I 
would discover means of selling | 
the fruit.

Shipments to the U.S. had in-1 
creased this year, so had the | 
South American market, he said. I

Mr. Paton suggested more pro- j 
cessing of apples. He had heard j 
of one process of reducing them | 
to a paste which might form a | 

;ood ration for the army.

ICoquitlam Debt 
?To Be Refunded
,, Debenture debt of the District I 
i j of Coquitlam will be refunded | 
| under a bill brought down In the I 
j Legislature last night by Hon. A. I 
F Wells Gray, Minister of Municipal I 
R Affairs.

The debt amounts to *220,000,. 
R of which $120,000 has already L 
| been repurchased for the sinking I 
Si fund, leaving $100,000 outstand- f 
ling. An amount of $30,000 In
■ cash In the sinking fund will be
■ paid out to bondholders next
■ April 30 and the balance will bel
■ paid In semiannual Installments I 
I Of $2,448 over a period of 201 
E years.

House Completes 
Estimates for Year

With the passage of a few out
standing Items and the supple-1 
mentaries, the B.C. Legislature i 
last night completed passage of I 
the provincial estimates In prep-1 
aratlon for the formal submission | 
of the annual supply bill.

Main estimates for fiscal 194142 | 
are $29,947,207.

Supplementaries for 194041 are I 
$814,941, which with the main j 
estimates passed last year of 
$29,268,790, brings the total esti-1 
mated expenditure for the current I 
year to $30,083,731.

LORD CROFT DENIES 
! FASCIST CHARGE

Lord Croft, a member of the! 
3 British House of Lords, and ad-8 
| vocale of an Empire settlement! 
! plan, has hotly denied a charge! 
i In the Legislature that he had j 
| Fascist leanings.

The charge was made during I 
| the session by Colin Cameron, I 
] C.C.F., Comax.

Today Lord Croft cabled tel 
j George Murray, Liberal, member I 
| for LlUooet, who defended him in j 
j the House, thanking him for the | 
I Intervention.

"Charge about my support of I 
Fascism grotesque," said Lord I 
Croft’s cable. "Have opposed and I 
detested all totalitarian forms of I 
government from the start as I 
enemies of democracy and lead-1 
ing inevitably to war.

"Have never been the agent of I 
any foreign government and in I 
Spanish war fought strenuously I 
against Intervention and opposed I 
supplies to either side. Cameron's I 
suggestion that I was in charge I 
of purchases of any foreign coun- j 
try in Great Britain is as Insult-1 
Ing as false.

“Thanks to the policy of the | 
British government, Spain almost I 
alone amongst the nations of I 
Europe, has to date resisted Nazi I 
tutelage. If these libels appear j 
outside Legislature would be glad | 
to be Informed." >
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Control Plan Called 
I Totalitarian Law

Charges of a "trend to totali
tarianism" and a "new despot
ism" were flung In the Legisla
ture yesterday when the govern
ment put through committee a 
bill giving It wide powers over 
the grading, transporting, selling 
and purchasing of poultry pro
ducts.

Conservative Leader R. L. Mait
land, K.C., opened the onslaught 
when he said it would stop a man 
going into the country to buy a 
chicken.

While Agriculture Minister K. 
C. MacDonald and Attorney- 
General Wlsmer denied this and 
said the bill was intended only 
to control the trade, C.C.F. leader 
Harold Winch, declared:

"That’s what you’ve said about 
the Intent of other acts. But 
take the potato marketing law. 
You can’t even give away a sack 
of potatoes to your relatives 
without the most complicated pro
cedure.
SELLING A CHICKEN

"Jn this province there’s getting 
to be a feeling these acts are 
going too far. We know there 
must be some regulation and 
some regimentation, but here 
you have It down to the point 
where you - can't sell a chicken.”

Dr. MacDonald said the bill 
would correct the evil of selling 
ungraded eggs and graded eggs.
It gave federal Inspectors powers 
In B.C. and by establishing a uni
form system with other provinces 
would assist B.C.'s egg export 
trade, he said.

Leslie Eyres, Conservative, 
Chilliwack, agreed that potato 
control had reached such a point 
a grower could not give a sack
away.

"One poultryman asked me 
about this bill; ‘How do we keep 
out of jail?”' he said.

J. A. Baton, Conservative, Point 
Grey, told of a producer on Lulu 
Island who was not permitted to 
send a sack cf potatoes to a mem
ber of his family In Vancouver.
STOPS BOOTLEGGING 

"Those rules were to stop boot
legging of potatoes by Orientals 
who brought them in under the 
guise of using them themselves," 
said Dr. MacDonald. "You don’t 
get stopped much now.”

Mr. Winch insisted the act gave 
control over producers as well as 
the distribution trade.

“Here you have a trend—and 
you cannot deny it—that to meet 
the economic problems the 
government is taking ever-in
creasing power of regimentation,’’ 
he said. “Willy, nllly, whether 
you like It or not it is a trend 
to totalitarian legislation."

H. G. Perry, Fort George, 
Liberal, noted that it only con
formed to federal law, but Mr. 
Winch Insisted it was still 100 per 
cent control

Mr. Maitland protested strongly 
;alnat a clause giving the 

irnment power to cancel a 
i’s license if he did not

"That means you can take away I 
livelihood. There are other!

penalties provided for Infraction. 
Why take the additional power 
of this new despotism.”

Dr. MacDonald said such 
powers had been upheld in other I 
acts.

Herbert Anscomb, Victoria Con
servative, and Mr. Eyres backed 
up their leader.

“While he’s fighting to get his 
license back a man could starve,” 
said Mr. Eyres.

Mr. Winch recalled that time 
and time he had been stopped In 
his car by Inspectors searching 
for untagged potatoes.

"Now,” he said, “you're going 
to stop me and look for a dozen 
eggs.”

Dr. MacDonald insisted that 
the regulation was necessary.

"Without It," he said, “you’d 
force the white producer down to 
the living level of the Oriental. 
This whole plan is to cure a con
dition. Any Individual can get a 
permit to get produce for his own 
use.”

When two bills covering the 
grading of wool and the grading 
of hogs were put through com
mittee Harold Winch protested 
that they were contrary to the 
spirit of British justice in that 
they put the onus on an accused 
man to prove his Innocence.

S BURNABY AWAITS 
ELECTIVE RIGHTS

It will be two or three years] 
j yet before the municipality of® 

Burnaby can go back to an elec*| 
live council and school board de-| 
spite the plan to resume paying] 
interest on its debt through a ] 
funding scheme.

Hon. A. Wells Gray, Minister! 
of Municipal Affairs, made this! 
nouncement in Legislature yes-F 
terday when Mrs. H. D. Smith, | 
Liberal, Burrard, and E. E. Winch,| 
C.C.F., Burnaby, said they would] 

j like to see the elective system re-] 
| stored for the area, now governed] 

by commission.
“The idea is to demonstrate

I
that this scheme will operate 
properly before the people take 
over control of their own affairs 
again,” the minister said.

Mr. Winch protested that when

I
 the municipality resumed paying 
interest it was no longer in de
fault and was entitled to elective 
bodies.

He also claimed the refunding 
plan would increase the municipal 
tax rate from 47 to 57 mills.

Mr. Gray replied that sales of 
tax sale lands would take care of 
most of the interest payments, 
but the rate should not go up 
more than 3 mills.

Hartdl Case i 
Bobs Up Again 1

The Hartnell case came up 
again In the Legislature last night 
when Samuel Guthrie, C.C.F., 
Cowtchan-Newcastle, demanded 
better justice for people who 
happened to have a few pam
phlets that were common reading 
a few years ago.

“I’m sure the state is in no 
danger from Jehovah’s Wit* I 
nesses,’’ he said. “Yet they are ; 
being arrested while we have one 
of our chief Fascists at larg% 
Peter Hartnell.

“Nothing’s been done about 
that, while the bottom dogs are 
arrested,” he added.

Attorney-General Wismer re
minded Mr. Guthrie that Hartnell 
had served his three-month's 
sentence. Ottawa had not acted 
on the recommendation of the 
court and the Attorney-General’s 
department that he be interned.

He advised the member to take 
his complaint to Ottawa.

Mr. Guthrie wanted to know if 
possession of John Strachey’s 
“Why You Should Be a Socialist” 
would render a person liable to 
arrest The Webb’s "Soviet 
Russia” had figured in a recent 
Victoria case, he said, and the 
magistrate admitted he owned the 
book himself.

Mr. Wismer said the list of 
banned publications was fixed by| 
Ottawa. It was up to the magis
trates to decide if they were sub
versive.

"The magistrates don’t know,” 
said Mr. Guthrie. "If the police
man says the books or pamphlets 
are subversive the magistrate 
convicts.”

Conservative leader R. L. Mait
land favored the Dominion 
government going all out in 
stopping distribution of any pub
lication thdt would hinder the 
war effort.

“Yes,” said Colin Cameron, 
C.C.F., Comox, "but our objection 
is pamphlets seized by police are 
literature that should be read by 
every educated man. They deal 
with social and economic prob
lems that have grown even more 
acute since the war started. Dis
affection is caused by attempts 
to suppress discussion and learn
ing of our problems.”

Control Approved
The B.C. Legislature last night 

approved In principle amend
ments to the Commodities Mini
mum Loss Act which sets the 
selling price of retail goods at not 
less than 5 per cent over the 
wholesale price.

Main change. In the bill, spon
sored by Mrs. H. D. Smith, Lib
eral, Burrard, was to set out a 
formula for determining what 
should be regarded as the whole
sale price. The bin sets out that 

toweat price offered by the

Mrs. smith and. Attorney} __ 
era! Gordon Wismer explained 
that the previous formula was un
workable because It allowed cer
tain retailers to evade the prin
ciple of the anti-loss leader plan.

Conservative leader R. L. Mait
land, K.C., attacked the bin as 
more interference with business, 
although he recognized some con
trol was necessary.

Mrs. D. G. Steeves, C.C.F, 
North Vancouver, said house
wives were for the blU because 
they realized that under present 
conditions big chain stores would 
soon acquire a monopoly and 
would dictate prices as they liked.
ADVERTISING CONTROL

Under the terms of the bill re
tailers will have to be more care
ful how they advertise special cut 
prices on goods.

A sign like "regular 79 cents, 
now 55 cents” will have to be 
modified.

It will have to state when the 
regular or former price teas In 
effect. And a retailer cannot ad
vertise such a price cut unless 
he actually sold it at the former 
price.

This is one of several trade 
practices the amending bill pro
poses to regulate.

Another provides that when 
various articles of different quali
ties are sold at a uniform price 
the retailer must specify how 
many articles were formerly in 
the higher price range.

This is designed to guard 
against the practice of attracting 
sales by throwing in a few higher 
priced articles among a cheaper 
lot at the same price.

Another new section deals with 
compilation of costs of meat. It 
also gives the government power 
to establish names for the vari
ous cuts of butcher meat sold by 
retailers.
MEDICAL BILL

Twenty-seven changes In the 
Medical Act were offered in a bill 
by the Attorney-General. In the 
main they deal with the Internal 
workings of the medical council. 
Among them are provisions for 
suspending from practice doctors 
whose mental condition is judged 
unsound by a proper psychiatrist.

Up to. the present suspension 
covered only unprofessional con
duct, infamous conduct or cri
minal cases.

It specifies that a psychiatrist 
who examines a physician or 
surgeon and finds his mental con
dition constitutes a danger to the 
public should report the matter 
to the executive committee. Sus
pension will be immediate, sub
ject to a further examination: 
when it may be lifted or con
tinued permanently. The com
mittee is also given power to 
initiate such examinations.

E. E. Winch, C.C.F, Burnaby, 
Introduced an amendment to the 
Health Act which would regulate

[
standards for electric hearing 
aids.

fish arbitration
Hon. George S. Pearson, Com- 

I missioner of Fisheries, presented 
I an amendment to the Fisheries 
I Act which advances from May 1 
I to April the date for arbitration 
I of fish prices and brings blue- 
I back salmon trollers under arM- 
I tration rules.



| TUESDAY, DECEMBER 3,1940]

Would Send Douks 
Back to Russia

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva» I 
tive, Victoria, has what he be-1 
lleves a simple solution to British I 
Columbia’s Doukhobor problem. I 
He told the Legislature about it 1 
last night.

• “Build a fleet of wooden ships,*1 
he said, “put the whole bag of I 
tricks on them, with Russian I 
captains, and let the blighters go| 
back where they came from.”

The matter came up when At-1 
tomey-General Wismer explained I 
a new act which will enable the! 
government to deal with persons I 
who refused to comply with na-| 
tional registration rules.

“There is a section of our 
population that refuses to reg
ister, and if we proceed in the 
ordinary way we will have to put 
2,000 or 3,000 people in jail," Mr. 
Wismer said. “If we have power 
to take away their licenses, which 
this bill will enable us to do, it 
may bring these people to their 
senses."

Mr. Anscomb said if the gov-1 
eminent took away their licenses, | 
they would only go on relief.

Conservative leader Maitland, I 
although sympathizing with the! 
Attorney-General in this matter, I 
said he did not like such legisla-1 
tion, when it gave the govern-1 
ment power to cancel licenses.

“I don’t like this—it is getting | 
too high-handed,” he said.

Aliens in Army 
Denied Vote in B.C.

Orientals and men of other 
nationalities will not be able to 
vote in British Columbia’s next 
election, even though they wear 
the King’s uniform.

This point was finally settled 
this morning by the special elec
tions act committee of the Legis
lature which approved a draft of 
principles for taking an absentee 
vsfce of servicemen.

Those included in the service 
vote will be men, or women, who 
ordinarily would be entitled to 
vote in a civil way—with the ex
ception that minors will be in
cluded.

C.C.F. members of the com
mittee had argued that any per
son, alien or not, who was willing 

! to fight for the Empire, should 
have a vote. The draft bill, ready 
for presentation to the House, 
leaves the aliens out, however.

The bill provides for a dual sys
tem of taking the service vote. 
Men stationed in the province will 
vote by the regular absentee 
methods, and must be registered 
on the voters’ lists first. Those 
stationed in other parts of Can
ada or in Britain will vote under 
a system similar to that used in 
the last Dominion election.

Hold Down Expenses Rfan^Swee^a^
Premier Pattullo assured Her-Kj MUM,UPremier Pattullo assured Her

bert Anscomb, Conservative, in 
the Legislature last night expen
ditures would be held down as 
tightly as possible during the 
next year, and all departments 
had been advised to this effect.

Later, Mr. Anscomb asked the 
Premier when drilling for oil 
would be stopped, if oil was not 
found.

“Is the government going to go 
on year after year spending 
money?" he asked.

“If oil isn’t found, sooner or 
later we will have to stop,” the] 
Premier replied. “As the Hou, 
knows, I am most anxious to kee 
on until we discover oil, and I’l 
perfectly satisfied we will.'

|For Hospitals
Thomas Uphill, Labor, Fernie,

I
 objected in the Legislature last 
night to government orders which 
stopped a hospital sweepstake in 
his constituency.

Two sessions ago, the Legisla-

I
ture passed a resolution, intro
duced by Mr. Uphill, favoring 
sweepstakes for hospitals.
“It is just hypocrisy to stop

■
sweepstakes for hospitals, when 
everyone, all over the country, is 
taking chances," Mr. Uphill said. 
“It’s a matter of criminal law,” 
1 Premier Pattullo said.

“Criminal law?" Mr. Uphill 
said. “Why, there’s not a person 
here who wouldn’t take a chance, 
if someone was to run around 
with a book of tickets. I know 
I would. Couldn’t we ask the 
Attorney-General to use his horse 

sense about this?"
At this point Mr. Uphill said,

I
 when he was mayor of Fernie, 
the Premier said the mayor 
should be in jail. The Premier 

said this was news to him.
Getting back to sweepstakes for 
hospitals, the Attorney-General 

lid the Criminal Code would 
|have to be changed to allow them.

Mr. Uphill said: “Let’s change 
ithe Criminal Code then." The 
Attorney-General .said it was an 
Dttawa matter, and Mr. Uphill 

vould have to persuade the fed
eral government'

mm
Ü1

Duse O.K/s Blood 
ests for Women
The B.C. Legislature last night 

accepted a C.C.F. proposal that 
doctors should give routine blood 
tests to pregnant women coming 
to them for pre-natal care, but at 
the government’s suggestion de
cided to make it permissive in-j 
stead of mandatory.

The plan was offered by Mrs. 
Laura Jamieson, C.C.F., Vancou-I 
|ver Centre. It proposed “regula
tions providing for routine blood 
tests by practicing physicians of 
lall pregnant women patients ira- 
|mediately upon the same coming 
iunder their care."

Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial 
Secretary, said with 12,000 preg
nancy cases each year such tests 
would run into many thousands 
of dollars, so suggested it be 
made only a permissive law. Mrs.

;

■

■Jamieson agreed.
E. E. Winch’s bill to bring pre

marital health tests Into effect 
next March 1 was withdrawn 
after Premier Pattullo explained] 
the government had not the neces 
sary laboratory facilities to carry] 
[them out.

"We were anxious to get the 
new laboratory at the university; 
built this year, but what with the 
war and other heavy demands on 
the treasury It was not possible,' 
he said. ■

,r...ri >
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■

DEFORESTATION
Problems of slash burning, 

Ulsnag removal and replanting of 
[jlogged-over forest lands were 

isibly demonstrated for mem- 
ters of the Legislature yesterday 
n color films shown by George 
Vlelrose of the B. C. forest branch. 

Scenes at the government 
Iforest nurseries, which in 1942 
i^will turn out 12,000,000 2-year-old 
titrees for replanting some 15,000 
Nacres of coast forest land, were 
|jshown by Mr. Melrose.

' WP K ■

- 'V

Says B.C. Act Pays 
Most Benefits

The Workmen’s Compensation 
Act of British Columbia pays the 
greatest benefits, of any similar 
law In the world; Hon. George S. 
Pearson, Minister of Labor, said 
In the Legislature last night when 
he rejected a bill sponsored by 
Thomas Uphill, Labor, Fertile':’ 
The measure would reduce from, 
three years to one the period a 
miner must be exposed to silica 
dust In the province before being 
eligible for silicosis benefit*.
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ICelona Case
■ When Attorney-General Wlsmer 
I declared the only document he 
I had on file was a confidential re- 
^ port from the prosecutor which 
1 he could not divulge, the Leglsla- 
(ture last night turned down a
■ motion of Conservative Leader R. 
*L. Maitland for production of all 
{documents leading up to the re- 
1 lease on parole of Joe Celona, 
■convicted white alaver.I ‘"ITiat is my full connection 
■with the Celona case,” the Attor- 
Iney-General said In reference to 
■the prosecutor’s report. "I want 
■my friend, and the people of the
■ province, to know this. I have 
■to take the responsibility of keep- 
ling It in confidence.”
I Mr. Maitland wanted to know
■ why a resolution of James Sin- 
Iclair, M.P., North Vancouver, on 
I the Celona matter was withdrawn 
gat Ottawa.
I “Here Is a man,” he said, “whose 
1 activities were as low as a man
■ could go, and whose ramifications
■ were such as to merit a heavy 
■sentence. To the amazement of 
■everyone he was released on 
■parole.”
I Mr. Wismer suggested, first,
■ that Mr. Maitland had put the 
I motion as an election dodge.I “No matter what I say, I sup- 
1 pose, remarks will be made about 
Ime,” he continued.
I “When Mr. Sinclair made the 
I statement I was at Ottawa taking I up matters highly Important to 
I this province. He had plenty of 
1 opportunity to ask me about it 
I there.
I “Instead he placed on the order 
• paper a question that comes in 
I the category of 'Have you
■ stopped beating your wife?’
I Answer yes or no.”
I "My friend (referring to Mr.
■ Maitland) knows the procedure
■ in these cases. A friend of the
■ convicted makes an application 
lto the remissions branch. They
■ get reports from the prison
■ warden, the Judge, parole com- 
g missioners and the prosecutors 
I (two in this case named by a
■ previous attorney-general).
I "The opinion of one prosecutor 
I was sent direct to Ottawa. The
■ other was sent to me for trans- 
1 mission to Ottawa. That was the
■ extent of our connection with the 
1 matter.”
I The Attorney-General noted 
I that the Minister of Justice on 
I July 3 had refused to divulge to 
lihe House of Common* the con- 
| fldentlal reports he had received 
Jon the case.
I "All I have got is one con- 
| fldentlal report. I would have no
■ objection to giving It out If It 
I were not for the Justice minister’s
■ statement," the Attorney-General 
lsald. “I ask my friend to accept 
I my word I have only one letter, 
land that with the seal of con- 
gfldence on It."

This closed the matter and the 
unvoted down Mr. Maitland's

: W. Brulsi, member of the* 
a turc for Salmon Arm, has b 

to his home In Vancou-f 
, rest from an illness i 

the session

Teacher Pensions 
Will Be deduced

Pensions of about 100 retired1 
teachers will be reduced some
what under the new teachers' 
pension scheme brought down in 3 
bill form to the Legislature late" 
last night.

No pensions less than $50 a 
month will be cut. Those over 
$50 will be sliced by taking one- 
third off the amount by which it 
exceeds $40. Thus a pension of! 
$61 a month would be reduced^ 
by one-third of $21, or $7, leaving |g 
the new pension at $54.

The bill sets up an entirely new 
financial scheme for pensions ofj|| 
present teachers.

Retiring ages are 60 for female 
teachers and 65 for males.

After 20 years’ service a 
teacher will be entitled to a mini
mum pension of $30 a month. 
For each year of service above 20 
years the pension will be in
creased by $1 a month. In addi
tion he can build up extra pen
sion through the size of his own 
contribution. The minimum con
tribution is 4 per cent of salary, 
the same as in the former 
scheme.

Employees of the B.C. 
Teachers’ Federation, as well as 
the actual teachers are included 
in the scheme.

The pension fund will be made 
up of the teachers’ contributions 
plus the levy on school boards, 
which begins on January 1, 1942. 
and amounts to 7 per cent of the 
teachers' payrolls.

The government also brdught 
down in the House last night the 
bill authorizing* its $250,00C 
special grant for educational pur
poses. Division of the money 
among municipalities is left to 
the government.

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
HEALTH SPA PLAN

Two resolutions by H. E. 
Winch, C.C.F. leader, were with
drawn in the Legislature last 
night after government spokes
men had given indications they 
were in sympathy with his mo
tives In presenting them.

One resolution would have led 
to the establishment of a select 
committee of the House to in
quire into the administration of 
the Workmen’s Compensation 
Board. Mr. Winch argued, in pre
senting the resolution, that the 
three-man board was getting away 
from the spirit of the act in Its 
Interpretation. Hon G. S. Pear
son, Minister of Labor, argued 
that the Issue of the Workmen’s 
Compensation Act was very com
plicated and that the board, In its 
23-year experience, had worked 
out Its own formulas for dealing 
with situations.

Mr. Winch's other resolution | 
|ealt with the development of I 
mineral springs In British Colum- f 
bla as health spas. Several! 
Liberal members who have such! 
springs in their ridings supported I 
him In his plea for their de-| 
velopment f

Purchases From 
Members Probed

Government purchases from 
firms in which members of the 
Legislature are interested were 
under review of the public ac
counts committee of the House 
this morning, at the instigation 
of R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva- B 
tive leader.

Mr. Maitland opened the dis
cussion by explaining that a letter 
he had turned over unread to the 
chairman at a previous hearing 
—suggested to contain some “foul 
charges”—had no reference to the 
Fraser Lake Sawmills Ltd., with 
which Mark M. Connolly, Liberal, 
Omineca, is connected. He wished 
to correct a wrong impression 
that had gone about.

Purchases of gasoline from the P 
Hamilton Garage of Golden, Ini 
which Thomas King, Liberal, Co-1 
lumbia, is interested, came under L 
discussion, with Purchasing $ 
Agent F. H. Harrison explaining! 
various accounts. The accounts ; 
indicated that purchases from the J 
Hamilton Garage were not 
large as from other firms in the® 
area.

Mr. Maitland said he did not l 
want to be unkind to members f 
in bringing up the matters.

“I go through the country and I 
people tell me members of par-E 
liament are grabbing everything! 
for themselves, so it is my duty jj 
to bring them up," he said.

Purchases of lumber from the t 
Big Bend Cedar Pole Company in 1 
Kaslo-Slocan district next came \ 
in the spotlight.

Mr. Harrison said while no 
tenders were called the prices 
came under strict supervision of 
the purchasing agent's office and 
usually ran about $2 a thousand 
less than coast prices.

"Yes, but there’s more than one f 
mill in the district,” said Mr.| 
Maitland. .

"I don’t think so,” said Mr. 
Harrison. “The Big Bend Com
pany is the only one at that point 
cutting dimensional stuff that we 
want”

During the discussion Mr. King 
said if it was not right for firms 
with which members were con- 
netted to do business with the 
government, he was a culprit, for 
he had suggested to the liquor 
stores in his area that they stock 
as much wine as possible pro
duced by the firm of which 
Herbert Anscomb, Conservative, 
Victoria, was manager.

“Ah, but that’s different,” said 
Mr .Maitland. “The only place you 
can sell wine is to the liquor 
board. It is a government 
monopoly.”

ASKS MORE AID 
TO VANCOUVER

Mayor Lyle Telford made 
last-minute plea In the Legisla-I 
tune yesterday for special govern-1 
ment aid to Vancouver on the j 

ground that a reduction In I 
ment next year would cut the! 
city’s revenue by $75,000, almost I 

the new provincial | 
. at the most!

.Jerbert Ahscomb, victoria Con 
servatlve, *told Mm to raise the! 
tax rate by half a mill. This would 1 
produce the extra revenue and] 
hurt no one, he said.

“We don’t want to raise the tax I

I
rate unless we are forced to,” the I 
Vancouver mayor said. “It means ( 
confiscation of homes.”
Premier Pattullo pointed out I 
Vancouver was no worse off than j 
before it got the special school! 
grant but Conservative Leader R. j 
L. Maitland insisted the govern
ment say what it was going to | 
do for the cities.

"The government is thorougMy I

(
seized of the whole municipal | 
situation and will make its an
nouncements In due course," said | 
the Premier.
“I take it the answer is no,” 
lsald Mr. Maitland.

Few Teachers
Ninety-nine per cent of British 

Columbia's teachers were loyal to 
the Crown and Empire, Hon. G. 
M. Weir, Minister of Education, 
told the B.C. Legislature last 
night In debating a motion by 
Hon. R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con
servative Leader, demanding a 
return of all correspondence 
leading to the imposition by the 
government of the oath of alle
giance upon teachers.

The House killed Mr. Maitland's 
motion after Dr. Weir had ex
plained that 90 per cent of com
munications on the subject had 
been verbal and that the rest 
were, In his view, “strictly con
fidential.’’

Mr. Maitland, speaking to his I 
motion, said it was unfair to the! 
loyal teachers that full informa-[ 
tion should not be disclosed. If E 
any teachers had committed sub-1 
versive utterances or acts, the| 
public was entitled to know.

Dr. Weir admitted some teach- ! 
ers had made “Indiscreet re-1 
marks.” Whereupon Premier Pat- j 
tullo observed:

"There have even been indis- l 
creet remarks by members of this I 
House."

Dr. Weir went on to assert that 
It was consonant with the dignity 
of the teaching profession that 
they should take the oath. He 
added the only objections had 
come from ultra-patriotic teach
ers, who thought that their pa
triotism was being impunged by 
being required to take the oath. 
But when it had been explained 
that their dignity was involved, 
they had agreed, he said.

In addition to Indiscreet re
marks by some teachers, he went 
on, there had been some misunder
standing by the public of remarks 
made by the teachers. In one 
case a male teacher bad told his 
pupils he had "a date with Hit
ler.” The pupils had taken this 
remark home and It had horj ' 
fled their parents. But the fol-l 
lowing day the teacher had en j 
listed to fulfil '711* date with»



I Doctors Given 
|Too Much Power

Granting of additional self* ! 
governing power to the medical I 
profession was attacked in the I 
Legislature yesterday by Harold 
Winch, C.C.F. leader.

He called amendments to the | 
Medical Act totalitarian legisla-1 
tion In that they centralized I 
powers in the executive commit-1 
tee of the Medical Council instead I 
of the democratically-elected I 
council.

“And don’t forget,” he said, I 
“this organization is now so I 
powerful that it challenged the I 
government and the will of the I 
people—and got away with it. We I 
have been told the reason health I 
insurance is not in effect is be-1 
cause of *he attitude of medical | 
men.”

i E. E. Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, I 
said more and more people were! 
losing faith in the medical profes-1 
sion and turning to other forms! 
of healing. On the otljer hand! 
Conservative Leader R. L. Malt-1 
land pointed out the long years! 
of training a doctor must take.! 
He said few had got rich minister-! 
ing to the sick in B.C. and he! 
knew of none refusing a plea fori 
help.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale,! 
said he would like to see morel 
teeth given the executive toF 
“clean its own front door.” He! 
said some doctors were doing! 
harm to their profession.

The amendments were approved] 
by the House.

Refuse Cities 
Power to Condemn

The Legislature yesterday threw 
out a request from the Union ofl
B.C. Municipalities asking that 
municipalities be given the power} 
to condemn buildings that 
unclean or dilapidated.

The Leader of the Opposition 
pointed out the municipalities! 
had that right now and were able! 
to remove buildings if they were] 
a danger to health, dangerous or| 
a nuisance.

Mrs. Dorothy Steeves, C.C.F.,] 
Vancouver North, agreed with] 
Mr. Maitland, as did Herbert Ans- 
comb, Conservative, Victoria, who] 
;said some people objected to 
'cabins in this city, yet these cabin 
[were housing working men, were! 
[clean and filling a most import-! 
[ant place. Attorney-General Wis-| 
;mer also was against granting! 
such power to the municipalities.] 
\ Regarding all municipal em-| 
ijployees takipg the oath of aile-1 

:iance there was some discussion.! 
Anscomb felt all municipal] 

ployees should be British sub-1 
:cts.
Hon. A- Wells Gray, Minister of I 
unicipalities, said he knew no] 
lunicipalltias where aliens were] 

ployed. Attorney-General f~"
1er said it would be unfair to dis-| 
large an employee who was not] 

enemy alien.
E. C. Henniger, Liberal, Grand! 
irks-Greenwood, attacked the] 

act which would take licenses] 
ay from Doukhobors who do 
t register. He said the act had! 

teeth in it Mr. Anscomb’sl

I nonsense. ,He favored an act for*L 
|cing Doukhobors to comply with! 
1 the Vital Statistics Act and regis-1 
Iter their children. Governments! 
I in the past had pussy-footed! 
I where the Doukhobors were con-| 
lcerned.

Finding 5th Coiumn

Must Register 
Change of Name

Every person in British Colum-1 
bia who has changed his or her I 
name in the last 20 years must! 
give notice within three months j 
to the director of vital statistics.

This provision is contained in I 
the Change of Name Bill given I 
third reading in the Legislature j 
yesterday.

Conservative Leader R. L. I 
Maitland had protested this was 8 
unfair to people who would never 8 

| hear about the new law. Provin-1 
cial Secretary George M. Weir! 
declared, however, that the I 
R.C.M.P. and B.C. police felt it I 
one of the most important sec-1 
tions of the bill since it gave them I 
an opportunity to check up on I 
aliens and others who might be [ 
enemy sympathizers now living I 
under Canadian names they had I 
assumed years ago.

No matter in what manner a f 
person has changed his name he I 
must give notice to the director, [ 
the bill provides.

The House proceeded rapidly j 
to clear the order paper of legis-1 
lation yesterday.

Despite C.C.F. and Conservative I 
demands that the “small man” I 
who wanted to sell his neighbor I 
a dozen eggs should be protected I 
in new regulation of the poultry 1 
trade, Attorney-General Wismer I 
said no satisfactory formula I 
could be discovered that would I 
not provide a loophole for whole-1 
sale evasion of the law. It was| 
given third reading.

The Attorney-General withdrew I 
a plan for control through the! 
Game Board of hunting and fish- j 
ing lodges after members pro-1 
tested it would tend, to too much I 
commercialization. The Conser-1 
vatlve leader pointed out any lodge I 
that took in customers was sub-1 
ject to the ordinary regulation of I 
inns and hotels.

A proposed clause in the Land] 
Act was withdrawn by Hon. A.| 
Wells Gray, Minister of Lands.! 
It would have provided that leases] 
and land purchases be thrown] 
“open to competition.” The pres-g 
ent act provides that the highest| 
bid must be accepted.

Government Raises 
Civic Aid $200,000

The provincial government has 
now raised its financial assist
ance to municipalities by another 
$200,000 a year, beginning in 1942.

In the bill providing for a 
special grant for education, fore
shadowed in the budget, the fol
lowing provision is made:

“As a measure of relief in taxa
tion upon land for the purpose of 
education there shall be paid out 
of the Consolidated Revenue 
Fund during the fiscal year end
ing March 31, 1942, the sum of 
$250,000, and annually thereafter 
a sum of not less than $450,000. 
The said sums shall be distri
buted to municipalities and school 
districts upon an equitable basis

to be determined by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor-in-Council.”

The change in the govern
ment’s plans is reported to have 
resulted from the insistence of 
Liberal members that further aid 
should be given the cities, who 
will in 1942 be saddled with a 
contribution to the new teachers’ 
pension fund. „

Premier Pattullo, who intro
duced the measure, had previ
ously told the House that it was 
planned to examine the municipal 
financial position next year and 
grant further assistance at the 
1942 session. In the form of the 
present bill an extra $200,000 is 
guaranteed.

j Weighty Matters

Nearly so tons of material will'
have to be shipped to Britain to take 

the vote ol British Columbia soldiers over
seas at the next election. The committee | 
discussing the Special Elections Act was so 
informed on Monday morning. Then up| 
popped the subject of torpedo risks. What 
If the boat carrying the material were tor
pedoed? asked one member; what If the 
ballots were lost through torpedo attack on 
their way back? inquired another. Chief 
electoral officer Walker replied that he pre
sumed if the election material were lost on 
the way over, there could be no poll of the 
troops. On the way back, however, it would 
not be so important, because the ballot re
turns would be counted in London, according 
to present plans, by acting-Agent-General 
W. A. McAdam. All this, of course, is very 
illuminating; but one important point evi
dently was not thought of sufficient im
portance to warrant attention: What if act
ing-Agent-General McAdam should be in
disposed at the ballot-counting time, injured, 
perhaps, in a Nazi bombing raid, would the 
ballots then be tallied by an acting-acting- 
Agent-General?

POLITICAL LEADERS
(approve budget

The federal government's new 8 
budget principle of restricting I 
non-Empire Imports had the ap-g 
proval of provincial politicals 
leaders yesterday.

Premier Pattullo’# comment | 
was brief:

“We must curtail foreign pur-g 
chases, except for war purposes,' 
he said. "At the same time we| 
must preserve our internal eco-| 
nomy as much as possible.”

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Leader of| 
the Opposition, viewed the federi 
move as a necessity of war and! 
added that “B.C. could have gone! 
a considerable distance this ses-l 
sion in helping the taxpayers with! 
the burden, but apparently thisl 
is not the policy of the govem-g 
ment"

Guthrie Would CutI Pauline Allowance
A reduction in the govern- 

6 ment pension given to F. A. 
j] Pauline, former agent-general for 
| British Columbia In London, Is 

proposed by Samuel Guthrie, 
li C.C.F., Cowichan-Newcastle, in a 
| bilj slated for introduction In the
II Legislature.

Notice of the bill appeared o B the order paper today.
I It proposes to reduce Mr. Patt- 
| ine’s allowance to $30 a month, or 
|| $360 a year.

At present the former agent- 
I general receives a spedrl vote of 
I $4,200 a year, granted by the f 
1 servative government when 
g retired him from the post.
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range Mon In House

Special Cure Aid 
! Produces .Clash

In an unusual division the B.C., 
legislature yesterday approved I 
the government’s plan of special | 
school aid to municipalities— I 
W50.000 next year and $450,000 I 
a year thereafter. 1

The House spUt 39 to 2 when 
Premier Pattullo called for a divi
sion on second reading of the bill 
alter a stormy debate. Only 
Leslie Eyres, Chilliwack, and Her
bert Anscomb, Victoria, both 
Conservatives, voted against the 
measure which they called "tak- 
ng away with one hand and giv 

ing with the other.” •
A S?fpherd’ CCF” Delta,! 
f to, 'J 8,ave the municipal!- ;
ties nothing since they would bel 
shouldered with $430,000 in teach-. 
ers pension costs in 1942 and! would get $450,000 under the bill f 

Conservatives attacked the! 
as just a mockery of il 

Uberal platform promises of aid!| to municipalities. 1
Mr. Eyres said it was the most II outrageous ' giving and taking ! 

away he had ever seen.
T*16 Premier explained, in spon-l soring the bill, that no one knew'! 

the ntî011 d h* the sl,uation alterfl Ü** <?!fwa eonferences on the! 

Rowell-Slrois report.
CHAXGK SCHOOL BURDEN

"The purpose of the eovern.il 
aald’ “is to redistribute 

the burden vf taxation for educa 
“°n- i would point out that In I 
this bill we are not relieving the! 
taxpayers, in the mass, of any! 
burden but simply redistributing! 
the incidence of the taxes.’ H

, thîîr‘.i.Anff,omb s ar8ument was I I that the bill gave no real relief! 
I to land taxation since the govern-1 
fa, ln, the ,eachers' Pension!
I bill, was imposing a new levy that I 
I almost offset it. 1

Conservative leader, R. L MaiUand, K.C., said the gown?:
tam'tW!iS u,si"R a Patchwork sys- 

Î? <?c?1 wlth the municipalises. Back in 1933 the Liberals lid 

promised to remove the school 
ta»noUr^Cn lrom tand, he said 
> hfn b.y you are throwing! ^ne to the municipalities," he|

nJAÇ- T- Perry. Uberal, Fort!for tk.’ i'?'!”8 responsibility!
told Mr S edge 01 1933,1
told Mr. Maitland the bill was!pkdge P ta,l0n °f "c|

PULFILLING pledge
e. have accomplishment to-1 

aald „ "No longer is itj 
cessary to advocate the estah-l 

ishmen, the principle It taJ

George S. Pearson, Min-
M.lt^r;v.biUfUy ‘"termed I 11 ,he Tolmle ( 

nent had had the courage I 
operly with the teach-

' reachTa frà “ would "»t 
ched the mess It was ln
The government, he

h *aa dearl"8 up had b«n left onPjts
the former adminis-

» deception

The Premier protested that Mr.|| 
Anscomb’s language was intem
perate and the Victoria member 
insisted that the division called by 
the Premier in the afternoon was 
for political purposes.

“The Premier wants to say that 
T nailed those babies on the 
cross’,” he said.

Mr. Eyres called it the hall
mark of hypocrisy and the Pre
mier said the member should not 
impute motives to other members 
of the House.

"Then I’ll use the word decep
tion, and if that is out of order I 
shall say delusion,” said Mr. 
Eyres.

The Chilliwack member at
tempted to raise the vote from 
$250,000 to $450,000 next year and 
to $750,000 in following years but! 
was ruled out of order.

Term lunatic
BANNED IN BILL

The term lunatic will be ban- E 
Bished from provincial jargon in 
Ü dealing with mental cases under 
| the new Mental Hospitals Act put 
I through the Legislature last 
I night.

Those who go to mental hos-

Ipitals will be described as having 
mental illness.
Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial

I
 Secretary, who sponsored the new 
measure, was praised by C.C.F. 
speakers, who claimed the bill 
would set a standard for the rest 

of the continent.
R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conserva-1 

tive leader, disagreed with* the | 
procedure foe giving mentally ill 1 
persons to appeal and suggested 
the measure be deferred and re-1 
drafted. The bill was approved.

Coal Mines Must 
Have Washhouses

Washhouses must be provided 
for men working imfeoal mines 
under amendments to the Coal 
Mines Regulation Act brought 
down ln the Legislature by 
Minister of Mines W. J. Assel-T 
stine.

The bill stipulates that any 
mine employing more than 20 
men must put ln a washhouse if 
the miners petition for It, but the 
Chief Inspector of Mines has the 
power to grant exemptions to 
mines that are near exhaustion 
of their coal.

Various safety rules for coal 
mines are provided in other sec
tions of the ML Trips are re
quired on safety cars to prevent 
runaways. Hoisting cages must 
be closed to ..void men touching 
the sides of the shaft as they are 
lowered or raised.

jCroft Dei 
jRead in House

After a debate on technicalities 
of House procedure the Legisla
ture yesterday afternoon quel- 
ched debate on the question of 
Lord Page Croft and Fascism 
after George M. Murray, Liberal, 
Lillooet, had read a cablegram 
from the peer denying any as
sociation with the totalitarian 
theory.

I
 Colin Cameron, C.C.F., Comox,| who made the original charge I 
that Lord Croft had Fascist lean- f 
ings, sought to bolster his asser-l 
tion with documentary evidence. 1 

An argument between Premier! 
Pattullo, Conservative Leader! 
Maitland and C.C.F. Leader Har f 
old Winch had almost reached the 
point of dividing the House on 
the question when it was agreed 
that if Mr. Cameron wanted to 
pursue the matter he could do It 
by motion. Debate on Mr. Mur
ray's action was denied.

Mr. Cameron said that Lord|
I Croft’s reply appeared to cast ash 
1 much an aspersion on his lnteg-t jrity as Mr. Murray thought was! 

cast on Lord Croft in the first |

, (L°rd Croft’s cablegram said I 
1 Mr. Cameron’s assertion was!
| grotesque and absolutely false.)

Mr. Speaker Whittaker ruled! 
that since no reflection had been! 
cast on a member of the House! 
there was no cause for debate.
based on book

At the evening sitting Mr.l 
Cameron was granted the inf 
dulgence of the House to make! 
clear his position.

He based it mainly on the! 
hook, "Tory M.P.,” written by 
Simon Haxey, which stated Lord 

I Croft (then Sir Henry Page 
Croft) had supported the pro 
German “Anglo-German Review.’’! 
Among those with him were A.r 
H. Ramsay, now In a concentra-, tion camp. 1

The book also put Lord Croft!
I among the "Friends of National 1 
I Spain,” and quoted him as say- §
I ing Generallslmo Franco was a I 
I gallant Christian gentleman. 1 

The book proved, said Mr.l 
Cameron, that Lord Croft had! 
continually intervened on behalf I 
of Franco and the revolutionary I Junta. 1

Referring to Lord Croft’s! 
cablegram and his threat to sue! 
for libel, if Mr. Cameron’s state- [ 
ments were repeated outside the! 
House, Mr. Cameron said: 1

“He will have plenty of oppor
tunity to air his record in the 
courts, for if he is again allied 
with a settlement scheme in 
this province I will attack him 
on the platform as openly as I 
have done in this House."

Mr. Murray insisted that Lord! 
Croft had every right to be heard! 

I before he was condemned.
There was no motion on the! I subject. ■

Says Liberals 
Destroy Faith

A charge of doing “patchwork- 
with no thought for the future” 
was thrown at the Liberal gov
ernment by R. L. Maitland, K.C., 
Leader of the Opposition, in an 
address to the annual meeting of 
the Victoria Conservative Associ
ation last night in the Campbell 
Building.

“Any administration that has 
proved itself so utterly hopeless 
and incapable as that of the Lib
eral government in this province 
must be thrown out of office,” he 
declared.

“Nothing definite, nothing 
planned, nothing hopeful,” was 
how he characterized the admin
istration during the past four 
years and added that under the 
present order people had no faith 
to invest money in the province.

Mr. Maitland charged the gov
ernment with interfering with 
business. Every act of the Leg-| 
islature caused lack of faith in i 
sound foundation of British 
lumbia, he said.

The Conservative le a del. 
attacked the provincial budget,L 
saying that in time of war he had! 
hoped the government would for-8 
get about the Liberal party and! 
would dedicate itself to reducing! 
the province’s expenditures so itg 
would be able to give greater aid 
to Britain.

Mr. Maitland spoke of the re-1 
during of Victoria from a four-] 
riding constituency to a three- 
man constituenqy, which he said 
had been brought about—not be
cause the people of Victoria and 
Oak Bay wanted it—but in the 
hope of saving the seats of two 
of the Liberal members.

In this regard the speaker 
attacked W. T. Straith, M.P.P., 
who he said had sunk the dignity 
of the constituency for purely 
personal advantage.

Speaking of the C.C.F., Mr. 
Maitland said they had little claim 
to public life in British Columbia.

G. H. Bevan-Pritchard was 
elected president of the associa
tion and Captain W. C. Thompson 
was named first vice-president 
Sinclair Elliott was chosen second 
vice-president; William Duck, 
secretary, and A. Lancaster, 
treasurer. Mr. Maitland was 
named honorary president.

A short address was given also 
by Russell R. Walker, provincial 
organizer of the Conservatives. 
He spoke of the work being done 
throughout British Columbia in 
preparation for the anticipated 
election next year.

'7^52
ime up i
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Appeals Granted 
Mental Patients

The right of an appeal to out-1 
side doctors to rule on their san
ity is to be granted patients in J 
British Columbia mental hos
pitals.

This is the main new feature 
of a revision of the Mental Hos
pitals Act brought down in the 
Legislature Tuesday night by 
Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial 
Secretary.

An appeal clause has long been I 
advocated in the House by E. E. I 
Winch, C.C.F. member for | 
Burnaby.

The formula provided in the 
new bill allows any patient to 
make an appeal after he or she 
has been in an institution for 
three months.

'The government will choose a 
panel of private medical men to 
act as reviewing doctors. Each 
month two will be chosen and 
will sit on appeals made during 
the month.

Either a patient himself or an 
authorized personal representa
tive may make an appeal on his 
behalf. Expenses of the appeal 
board will be paid by the govern
ment.

At the present time when a per
son goes to a mental hospital he 
must remain there until the hos
pital staff decides that he is sane 
enough to be released. He has no 
recourse to doctors or psychia
trists outside the institution.

In the other provisions the new 
Mental Hospitals Act brings its 
regulations up to date and re
moves various obsolete terms.

[ Henniger Wins
Doukhobor Rule

Ezra Henniger, Liberal mem-1 
I ber of the Legislature for Grand | 

Forks - Greenwood wrote 
I strengthening clause yesterday I 

I in the government’s bill to refuse!
I business and other licenses to| 
| person’s who don’t obey the|
II Vital Statistics Act.

The bill is aimed at the Douk-| 
hobor community in the Koot-| 
enays, against which Mr. Hen-|

| nlger has been a strong critic.
The original measure would I 

|| bring penalties on parents who! 
did not register births of their | 

|| children.
Mr. Henniger insisted, however,

I that not only parents, but all 
persons who disobeyed the sta
tistics law* should come under the 
act. The government accepted 
his proposal and it was incor
porated in the bill.

| House Prorogues
Prorogation of the fifth session| 

of the 19th B.C. Legislature 1st 
expected at 11 a.m. Friday.
^Sitting until after midnight 

last night and with two sittings 
today the House has its order 
paper pretty well cleared. The 

| sitting tomorrow will be for the 
formal assent to bills by the 
Lieutenant-Governor.

HOUSE DECLINES 
TO CUT PAULINE

The B.C. Legislature killed 
without debate last night a bill 
brought up by Samuel Guthrie,
C.C.F., Cowlchan-Newcastle, to 
reduce the pension of F. A. Paul
ine, former agent-general in Lon
don, from $350 a month to $30.

Mr. Guthrie had only asked I 
leave to introduce the measure | 
when the Premier objected.

Under rules of the House this 
permitted no debate, despite the 
strenuous protest of Harold 

Vinch, C.C.F. leader, that to 
block introduction of a bill was a 
•ery unusual procedure.
The Premier said Mr. Guthrie I 

had followed improper procedure I 
Jn giving the purport of the bill | 
jto the press before seeking to in- 

roduce it
When C.C.F. members at

tempted to argue the point the]

[
Premier insisted that rules did! 
not permit debate and he was up-1 
held by Speaker Whittaker. There| 
was no division.

Buy B.C. Campaign
The provincial purchasing I 

agent will be asked to buy British I 
fcolumbia goods wherever pos-1 
(slble, 11 a recommendation ol the! 
public accounts committee is ac. | 
epted by the Legislature.

Harold Winch, C.C.F. leader, I 
the point when he asked I 

T. Kenney, committee chair- f 
n, to find out what percentage 

bf government purchases were 
3.C. goods. Conservative Leader 
fl. L. Maitland suggested the in. 
^traction to the purchasing agfcnt.

Mr. Kenney noted It was often 
heaper to buy Imported articles, 

but agreed It was better to pay 
a bit more for B.C. products and 
keep the business at home.

.
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What ihi louse•We Memo a Highway Policy’—Leary

Special School Grant 
Highlight of Session

$50,000,000 Needed 
For Main Roads

police was empowered" to, A record supply bill—$29,947,- g 
j 207 for next year’s appropriations fcl 
I —special financial aid to muni- 
8 cipalitles, a redrafted teachers’ ^ 
; ' pension plan, and an absentee 
] voting plan for men in the armed || 

1 forces were features of the legis-1| 
jlation assented to by Lieutenant- || 
i Governor Hamber when the 19th 

IjB.C. Legislature prorogued this p 
yj morning after its fifth session, 

i Although the government didH 
I not admit it officially at any p 
g point, most members will leave O 
]the capital this week-end in the® 
I belief they will have to face the 1 

’ electors on the hustings before 3 
they return. The term of the ■. 

I present House does not legally ffl 
I expire until 1942, but the custom- fl 
lary practice is to appeal to the 

: country after four years. An }| 
| election in the late spring is what 
! most members expect, 
j Presentation of the record ex- 
| penditure budget, which provoked S 
| a running Conservative attack || 
| and repeated demands for the Ei 
j government to economize in war-1| 
I time, held the spotlight for most || 
j of the session. In the background, || 
! however, was the forthcoming g| 
I Dominion - provincial conference ffl 
| which may profoundly change all ffl 
| budget plans.
| SPECIAL CIVIC GRANT 
| The major surprise of the ses- ffl 
| sion came with the introduction ffl 
J of the special educational grant || 
a to municipalities. In its original ffl 
I form this was to be $250,000 a ffl 
| year, but Liberal members, under || 
1 criticism in the country, forced ffl 
I the government at the last min-ffl 
Jute to add another $200,000, be-§| 
J ginning in 1942.
| Tied up with this was the re-|| 
a vamped teachers’ pension scheme ffl 
I in which the government accepted ffl 

responsibility for the pensions ffl 
and decided to make schooll 
boards pay a contribution toward ffl 
the fund, beginning in 1942. ffl 
Teachers will have their pensions ffl 
revised downward under the plan, ffl 
but they had faced complete ffl 
collapse of their former super- ffl 
annuation fund.

A modernized Mental Hospitals ffl 
Act ranked as. another important ffl 
measure. Its chief feature was ffl 
to give inmates of mental hospi-ffl

engago
temporary constables for a period 
of six months instead of one.

A minor change in taxation was 
a reduction by half in the license 
fees for chauffeurs. Another tax 
change was an increase in timbeij 
royalties on the coast.
DEBT REFUNDING

Municipal debt refunding 
the subject of three acts, giving 
power to deal with the debts ol 
Burnaby, Rossland and the dis] 
trict of Coquitlam.

Three measures dealt with thd 
regulation of agricultural pr3 
ducts, covering the grading oj 
wool and hogs, and the grading 
and marketing of poultry and 
poultry products.

The House wrestled for the 
third time with the retail rnerch] 
ants’ attempt to halt loss leaded 
selling and passed a new formuld 
for deciding how wholesale prices 
shall be determined for the pud 
pose of the law.

Other acts were pretty well 
routine amendments to existing 
laws. A change in the Motor Ve
hicle Act brought in during the 
closing hours of the session will 
give motorists east of the Cas
cade Mountains special rebates on 
their license fees when they lay 
their cars up for the winter.

was obvious llïe gSVern! ; ing it| “We havet a highway policy 
land a highway program. Our 
| engineers could put 5,000 men to 
| work tomorrow on the road if we 
had the money,” declared Hon. C.

Public

ment had made up its mind there 
would be no highway commission. 
Mr. Winch’s plan, he said, was 
not much different to his own 
proposal of an independent com
mission.
ROADS BIG ASSET

Louis LeBourdais, Liberal, Cari
boo, stressed the importance of a 
road improvement program for 
attracting tourists. Roads were 
the very lifeblood of the great 
interior, he said.

The House spent most of the 
afternoon on the road argument.

Several speakers from the Lib
eral side, including two cabinet 
ministers, Hon. K. C. MacDonald 
and Hon. George S. Pearson, at
tacked the proposal of a highway 
commission.

Mr. Pearson said it was an un
democratic way of administering 
the country’s policies and a nega-j 
tion of responsible government.! 
He thought Mr. Winch’s plan 
much too unwieldy.

js. Leary, Minister of 
Works, when at its last business 
meeting yesterday afternoon the 
Legislature went into committee 
of the whole to debate road policy.

The works minister said esti
mates by departmental engineers 
were that it would require about 
$50,000,000 to put all the ihain 
trunk roads of the province into 
first-class shape.

This figure included $6,174,000 
I for the Trans-Canada Route, $3,-
! 949,000 for the Cariboo Highway, | 
j $7,297,000 for the southern trans-j;
provincial, including construction | 

| of the Hope-Princeton link; $1,- 
2185,000 for the Okanagan High
way, $17,000,000 for the northern 
transprovincial to give Prince 

iRunert a road. $3.000.000 for the 
l Vancouver Island Highway, $5,- 
000,000 for a Peace River outlet, 
and $4,500,000 for the Tete Juan 

j Cache Road.
DEFENCE ROADS

j The minister said he confidently 
I expected the fedetral government 
I would consider B.C. road needs 
in tl^e defence plans. For in
stance, he said, it was a terrible 

jlack that Vancouver had only one 
[road connection to the interior, 
j “If bombers came to this coast 
[there would be terrible congestion 
| on that highway. We’d be climb- 
jing over the top of each other 
B trying to get away from the 
|coast,” he skid.
| Mr. Leary said the idea that 
motorists pay more in gasoline 
and car taxes than was spent on 
the roads was a fallacy. In fiscal 
1939*40 motorists paid $6,120,000 
in taxes. Actual expenditures of 
all kinds on roads, including $2,- 
193,000 for carrying the road debt, 
were $7,972,362.

[ The road debate was started by 
I Harold Winch, C.C.F. leader, on a 
special resolution.
WANTS COMMISSION

He said the present road admin
istration system could be turned 
into a political patronage mach
ine. In some cases it appeared 

lit was used this way because 
with every change of government 
there was a big turnover of road

Contractors drilling the govern
ment’s oil well at Commotion 
Creek in the Peace River district 
have run into harder rock than 
they anticipated, Hon. W. J. 
Asselstine, 'Minister of Mines, j 
said in the Legislature yesterday.

But this was as far as the min
ister would go in divulging de
tails of the drilling operation, de
manded by Conservative leader 
R. L. Maitland, K.C., and the 
House voted down 28 to 12 Mr. 
Maitland's motion for production 
of all reports on the project.

The mines minister inferred 
that at least a second hole will be 
drilled, stating:

“One hole would not prove up 
the field, even if it does strike 
oil. We would need at least an
other hole.” «

Mr. Asselstine said that so far 
as the gee logical survey reports

One Resolution
Left Untouched

One motion was left on the 
order paper of the B.C. Legisla- 
ture last night when the members 
assembled for only 20 minutes to, 
put the finishing touches to a few I
blUs.

It was Premier Pattullo’s rel 
solution calling for morning, af-l 
terooon and evening sittings. Fori 
the first time in many years it 
wgs not necessary to pass the 
motion because the House got 
through its business without the 
need of morning sittings.

Pleasantries were exchanged!

tals the right of an appeal to in
dependent doctors to determine] 
their sanity.

Mental illness also entered into] 
amendments to the Medical Act,] 
among which was a clause pro-] 
vtdlng |ér suspension of practi-j 
tloners who are mentally ill.
WAR LEGISLATION

Several pieces of legislation 
arose out of wartime condition^. 
Besides the formula for an ab-l 
sentee vote for the services at] 
election time, a moratorium om 
mortgages and land sale agree-] 
ments was applied to the homed

on the field were concerned, they 
were open to everyone. It was 
not in the public interest, how
ever, to divulge details of the 
weekly progress reports.

"We have received good value 
In geological knowledge for every 
dollar spent so far," he said.

Mr. Maitland insisted that since 
$500,000 of public funds had either 
been spent or appropriated for 
V---------1
to know Just how it was ‘going 
along.

Premier Pattullo said the gov 
emment was no different In rela 
tion to the project than private 
oil companies which did not pub

"Hiere Is every suspicion the 
>ads are used for political pur- 
»ses” he said. “For instance, 
1st before election, survey part- 
s rush out all over the province 
len disappear Just as quickly 
fter polling day. In a recent by- 
ection a crew was sent out on a 
iuch-promised road Job five days 
îfore voting and they worked 
ist one day afterwards."
Mr. Winch proposed that the 

Ighway administration be placed 
i complete charge of a '

_Mr. Maitland lnsisted that since
, ~ « —~ “«« C*mcI
been spent or appropriated foi 
the work the public was entitled

along. - ”

of men on active service. Sendi 
men acting as trustees were aul 
orized in another bill to nat 
substitutes.

An act setting out regulatlo: 
for changes In persons’ nam 
was aimed portly at uncoverii

highway

«was
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Members End Session 
With Patriotic Songs

^The 5th session of British Cm! 
lumbia’s 19th Legislature was! 
prorogued on a serious and patri-1 
otic note this morning by Lieut.-l 
enant-Govemor E. W. Hamber. I

There was no battle of papers,! 
which customarily covers the! 
floor of the chamber with docu*§ 
ments at the end of the session. I

Led by Arthur Jackman, solo-1 
1st, the members sang “There’ll! 
Always Be An England,” and! 
“Rule, Britannia.”

The Lieutenant - Governor’s! 
speech struck the same tone when! 
he said:

“It is the hope of all of us that! 
before another year shall have! 
passed the Empire and her Allies] 
and all assisting shall have van-1 
quished the enemy so that peace 1 
may again prevail.”

The Throne Speech made ref-1 
erence to the balancing of the 
budget and the move toward re
lieving land of the school tax bur-1 
den through the new education 
grant to cities.

The Lieutenant-Governor gave 
assent to 62 acts which were 
passed during the session.

The House sat only 15 minutes 
for the prorogation ceremony, 
having finished all its business 
last night.

(See page 10 for summary of 
legislation).

Expected to Appeal
Weir,. Provincial! 

Secretary, told the Legislature! 
yesterday there might be 200 or! 
300 patients in Essondale who! 
will want to appeal for release! 
under the formula provided in the! 
new mental hospitals bill.

Once these have been dealt with! 
it is not expected there will be a] 
great number of appeals, he said.]

The bill allows any patient.l 
after three months in a mental! 
hospital, to have his case reviewed! 
by two independent doctors.

Dr. Weir said the medical staff! 
of the mental hospital welcomed! 
the new provision because it! 
would remove from them any! 
stigma that they were keeping] 
people in the hospitals unneces-1 
sarily.

The new teachers’ pension] 
scheme was completed by the] 
House yesterday afternoon. Dr.| 
Weir inserted at the last minute] 
a clause which makes it necessary] 
to have an actuarial examination] 
of the fund every three years. 
The object of this is to avoid 
having the fund get into arrears 
as happened with the original
scheme.

Special Rebates 
On Car Licenses

Advertising Clause
Taken From Bill

Mrs. H. D. Smith, Liberal, Bur- 
rard, last night in the Legislature 
withdrew a clause of the Com
modities Minimum Loss Act 
which would restrict advertising 
of products.

The proposal was to force mer-l 
chants, in posting reduce prices,] 
to say when and where the origi | 
nal prices were in force.

Mrs. Smith said advertising] 
men had expressed concern about] 
the clause and that they proposed 
to. discuss a formula with merl 
chants to correct e the present! 
situation.

Several members of the House] 
said they were disappointed the] 
clause had been withdrawn and] 
H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort GeorgeJ 
decried the whole bill and said] 
it would not help retailers at all.]

In four minutes last night the 
Legislature passed a bill which 
makes special arrangements for 
rebates on motorists’ license fees 
east of the Cascade Mountains.

The plan was promoted by 
Thomas Uphill, Labor, Femie, 
and brought in by Attorney-Gen
eral Gordon Wismer.

It permits motorists who lay 
their cars up when snow comes 
to get either one-third, one-quar
ter or one-sixth rebate on their 
fees, depending on whether they 
turn their plates in on November 
1, December 1 or January 1.

At the present time they are 
allowed a one-third rebate and 
many motorists turn their plates 
in when the first snow comes, 
Mr. Uphill explained. In Decem
ber the weather oftén clears and 
those who have, turned their





FIE EK
]Prorogation Probable by' 

Thursday if Progress in 
House Maintained

Commencing on October 29, the 
I fifth session of the Nineteenth Leg
islature of British Columbia will en
ter its last week tomorrow, with the 

j order for three sittings a day ex- | 
Ipected shortly and prorogation 
! probable by Thursday. Committee 
j work is nearing a close, routine bills 
[have been pressed towards comple
tion, the House has voted all save its 
Sown sessional indemnities in the L' 
[book of estimates.

The main bill of the session, the ! 
I Teachers* Pension Act. has not yet i 
|been presented, together with what- I 
lever other legislation the administra- 1 
lition-has to offer. Motions placed on { 
tithe order paper as talking points r 
shave still to be dealt with, including j, 
I one asking the Dominion to take 
I ot'er care and upkeep of thé Trans- [ 
I Canada Highway within the prov- I) 
|ince.

DISSOLUTION PROBABLE
Though official confirmation has | 

I been withheld, there are many i 
I members who believe that dissolu- I 
I tion of the Nineteenth Assembly will | 
I come before a sixth session would j 
j be called. Most British Columbia i 
I Legislatures have gone to four ses- | 
I sions, a few to, five, and none in ? 
I modern times to six.

After dissolution, changes in the L 
I Constitutional Act rearranging pro- i 
I vincial ridings will come into play,
I Victoria dropping to a three-seat r 
I constituency, and The Islands rid- [ 
ling disappearing as a separate en- 
jtity. Oak Bay, then, will take on a 
■ separate seat, and throughout the 
I province riding borders will be 
I varied in some fifteen instances.

Apart from the budget for 1941-42,
I the session has been featureless to 
I date, and remarkable mainly for the 
I length of two chief debates, that on
I the main address and on the budget 
j speech, which together continued for 
H a month. Rossland and Burnaby re' 
n funding bills have been the chief

additions to the statutes, most other 
bills being variations of existing

II laws.
The House will resume at 3 p.m.

3 tomorrow.

% Sunday, December 1,^9401

Note and Comment
By 8ANDHAM GRAVES

Many people have asked how it 
feels to sit In the Place That Is 
Never Mentioned, in the seats that 
do not exist. All British parlia
ments have a place that is never 
mentioned, and a variety of seats 
that do not exist. The British Co
lumbia Legislature is no exception, 
or so this column has been told. 
There follows an honest attempt to | 
describe the feelings of one who| 
would sit in the Place That Is Never 
Mentioned, if there ever were such® 
a place, that is.

It is cold, that, is clear. A man 
has need of a thick head of hair to 
begin with, without any fatal weak
ness like a bald spot. The air, damp 
and chill, strikes downward from 
above and to the rear, carrying with 
it odors reminiscent of James Bay 
at low tide. It 1s stuffy, too. The 
cold air seems to bring with it noth
ing of life and energy, only air from 
a mammoth remnant counter,! 
where the public may be considered 
to have turned it over Innumerable 
times, searching for something 
fresh.

It is cramped, is the Place That 
Is Never Mentioned. The feet have 
nowhere to be at rest. Legs hang 
straight up and down from the 
knees to the heels, unless they are 
of the detachable variety, which is 
not often the case. After a while, 
numbness gradually eases the dis
comfort, so that it seems natural 
for a man to support himself on 
twisted stilts. Cases have been 
known where men had to be car
ried—but no, there is horror enough 
in the world as it is!

To get into the Place that does] 
not exist one goes through a door
way in Mr. Speaker’s Corridor, be-| 
hind a swing door. There is an en
trance well, one yard square, from] 
which scaling ladders mount pre
cipitately to the right and left. The | 
scaling ladders are well muffled, 
that bodies falling down them intol 
the well below will make no noise! 
in the process. Nor will there be an I 
outcry, for the fall is considered! 
fatal. The fall is not always fatal, 
however, for as many as ten people] 
have been known to occupy the! 
Place simultaneously, and to return | 
alive to tell of it.

It is bright in the Place that has 1 
no map reference. It is within ear-1 
shot of some of the keenest voices | 
of the day. Wit, repartee, humor, I 
irony, sarcasm and sometimes ele-| 
phantine buffoonery drift within I 
earshot. Borne on the same stale jj 
air are sometimes even brighter | 
sounds, telling of sincerity, purpose, I 
honesty, application, a desire to I 
help humanity without hope of I 
recompense or reward. There ls| 
anger, pride, fear, loneliness, de
spair, jealousy, ambition, greed and] 
every human motive that the hu
man ear may detect Abroad on the | 
same sibilant currents.

It is dull in the Place that is 8 
I without official existence; deadly, [ 
j monotonously, maddeningly dull at I 
Htimes. Waves of sound sweep ini 
j leaden streams over the ears, bat-1 

terlng the senses, hammering at the 1 
nerves, shrieking like an inferno of I 
disembodied spirits from the cav-1 

I ems of some re-echoing netherland. I 
There are times when even the I 

I fatal plunge to the well below would I 
welcomed with relief, if the I 

Jfroeen legs would-support a man's | 
1 weight. Trapped, the mind 1 
D Waves, seas and oceans 0 

tep over the t

It is changeless in the Place that 
nobody knows. There are explana
tions from the right and protests 
from the left, which do not vary by 
one syllable in a dozen years. Mr. 
"X" becomes Mr. "Y"; Mr. ‘‘Z" 
moves over, and speaks like Mr. "A" 
was wont to speak; and that is all. 
Well, perhaps that is not all. The 
marble clock, hanging directly op
posite, beyond the golden lights and 
below the agitated knitting needles, 
moves on; eating up new seconds, 
advancing into fresh hours, ticking 
off small eternities of time, to lay 
beside the long eternity of the past. 
And who can change the past?

It is cold and cramped and stuffy 
in the Place That Is Never Men
tioned. It is bright and dull and 
changeless. It has driven some 
good men to drink* in the past, and 
will do so again in the future. But 
it is educative, too. Why, one term 
in the Place that is nowhere and fc 
one becomes an undergraduate in 
the University of Human Relations, 
a veritable freshman among man
kind. Two terms and one is a soph
omore, and properly cynical. Three 
terms and one has advanced to a 
dim belief in the dignity of one’s 
fellow men. Twelve terms and one g 
is satisfied if the mind will go to | 
sleep at will, and a trained mind j 
does, you know. Or so this column | 
has been told. But there, as the I 
Place That Is Never Mentioned | 
cannot in fact exist, perhaps it does I 
not really matter. After all, who |

Members Convalescing—Proceed-L 
ing on double sittings for two weeks,I 
with committee work in the “free”H 
morning periods, the Legislature! 
unseated several members last week! 
through ill-health and indisposi-S 
tions. Hon. C. S. Leary, advised to| 
take a rest for the sake of his heart,! 
was reported making satisfactory! 
progress yesterday; Ernest Winch,] 
who sufferéd a relapse earlier in the I 
week, was back in his seat, and sev-1 
eral private members were said to g 
be recovering from Influenza and I 
minor ailments.



REFUND BILL
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| their crops by day oFhÿ night, but (M llial IT’wï

IS DEBATED
B.C. Legislature Proceeds! 

With Legislation in After
noon Sitting

Burnaby’s refunding scheme was ] 
objected to in the Provincial Legis
lature yesterday from the Conserva
tive and C.CF. benches. Ernest W. I 
Winch (C.C.F., Burnaby), declared I 
the scheme would imply a ten mill I 
increase in Burnaby taxes and that I 
default under its terms would leave I 

||j the municipality liable for a debt | 
IH some $4,000,000. Herbert Ans- f 
IE comb (Conservative, Victoria), de- 1 

dared ministerial explanations had 
been vague, and that the chief 
sacrifices were being made by others 
than the Province or the bank.

The bill received second reading 
at the afternoon sitting.

Explaining the Burnaby Bill, Hon. 
A. W. Gray said that a minority of 
the bondholders had agreed to fore
go $1,039,000 in accumulated interest 
sums unpaid, for an exchange of 
security at par and payments amor
tized over a number of years. Inter
est on the new issue would start at 
2% per cent and increase to 4 per 
cent. Trustees would handle the 
new sinking funds and further bor- 

11 rowings by the municipality would 
Bl be limited. For two or three years 

the area would remain under com
mission control, with restoration of 
an elective council then.

BURNABY MEMBER

I will require permits where such! 
I game is required for the purposes] 
I of food. Stockmen will be permitted | 
I to spread poison on their own lands,
I against wolves or other predatory I 
I beasts. Fishery inspectors may be 
I made game wardens under the 
I measure. “Regulation” of game and 
I fish lodges that take in paying | 
I guests came under some fire, Mr.guc!>u> came miner some nre, jylt. w i — ----- ----------------» -------°

Wismer stating the authority would I amendments to the Commodities

Mr. Winch contended that the 
plan, if ratified, would increase 
Burnaby’s taxes by $122,320 annu
ally, and put a further drain on 
property holders. The financing 
schemes appeared to be based on 
continuation of sales of reverted 
lands which, though brisk in the 
past, might not continue so. If 
within six months default occurred, 
the municipality would become li
able for its whole debt, with ac
cumulated interest as well.

Mr. Anscomb concurred, in part. 
The bill was being presented before 
an agreement had been made with 
a majority of the bondholders. In 
so far as he could see, neither the 
Province nor the bank, which acted 
as the fiscal agent for the munic
ipality, were making any sacrifices 
whatever in the matter. Discussion 
lapsed and second reading followed.

bills advanced
Spending the afternoon on legis

lation, the House gave third read
ings to the Trades Licence, Land 
Registry, Fire Marshal, Police and 
Prisons Regulation, Village Munic
ipalities, Wool Grading, Hog Grad
ing and Endowment Employees' 
Superannuation Acts; second read
ings to the Municipal Elections, Mu
nicipal Public Utilities, Apprentice
ship, Fraser River (N.W.) Bridge 
and Burnaby Bills, and completed in 
committee, with amendments, the 
Nanaimo Civic Arena, Mortgagors’ 
and Purchasers’ Relief, and Tulk 
Estate measures.

Several other measures were 
opened, but without final action 
taken. Objection was taken to ex
tensive powers in the new poultry 
control measure, explained as neces
sary to enact Federal regulations. 
These powers, including licensing, 
would not affect producers unless 
they were engaged in trade, Hon.
K. C. MacDonald said.

Amendments to the Game Act. 
said Attorney-General

be used prudently.
TAX NON-RESIDENTS

Under the Public Schools Act. 
leave is being taken to assess non
resident property owners in rural 
districts for minimum school rates, | 
in the neighborhood of $5. The 
measure also provides for swearing 
in trustees.

Under the Apprenticeship Act.l 
the Crown is taking authority to 
waive apprenticeship agreements in] 
resnect of minora, engaged in war
time industries, Hon. G. S. Pearson! 
said.

The Fraser Bridge measure is to] 
enable the Provincial Comptroller 
to set up proper accounts showing! 
the liability of bridge tolls to the 
consolidated revenue fund of the 
Province, Hon. John Hart ex-| 
pjlained.

Minor amendments were offered! 
by the administration to six bill: 
in varying stages before the House.

Two new bills were introduced by] 
message, and read a first time, 
Hon. G. S. Wismer introduce: 
amendments to the Medical Act, 
dealing with self-regulation undi 
the College of Physicians 
Surgeons. Hon. G. S. Pearsoi 
brought" in amendments to th< 
Fisheries Act, the scope of whi< 
was not immediately clear.

Suggested amendments were in-* 
troduced by C.C.F. members to the 
Health and Dentistry Acts, receiv
ing first readings. Mrs. Paul Smith 
(Lib., Burrard) offered for first j 
reading amendments to the Com
modities Minimum Loss Act, which 
would redefine “costs” on gr< 
products, and fix spreads in con
nection with retail meat trades.

The House recessed at 5:30 p.m 
until 8:30 p.m.

ACCEPT OPPOSITION BILL
Resuming at night, the House 

continued on legislation. The ad
ministration accepted C.C.F. 
amendments to the Health Act of
fered by Mrs. Jamieson, and re
quiring blood tests in pre-natal care, 
on the understanding that such 
examination would bd discretionary! 
and not compulsory. The adminis
tration expressed sympathy with 
other C.C.F. measures, but asked 
that they be withdrawn.

Second readings followed Nicola 
Claims Reinstatement, Parents' 
Maintenance, Poll Tax, Securities 
Custody, Motor Vehicle, Licence 
Restriction, Fisheries, Health, and 
Commodities Minimum Loss Bills.

Three new bills were introduced 
and read a first time, including a 
Coquitlam refunding measure in
troduced by message from the 
Crown. Amendments to the Van
couver Joint Drainage Act and to 
the Greater Vancouver Water Dis
trict Act were the other measures 
handled.

COQUITLAM REFUNDING
Hon. A. W. Gray explained the 

Coquitlam measure provided for the 
refunding of $220,000 in outstand
ing debentures of the District of 
Coquitlam jointly with the Munic
ipality of Coquitlam; of which debt 
$120,000 was on hand, and $100,000 
remained to be provided for a re
tirement in April, 1941. By refund
ing this could be done, he Said.

Mr. Maitland attacked the licence 
revocation measure, explained as a 

to avoidance of

was high-handed and un-1 
sound law. Mr. Anscomb said his 
solution would be to return the 
colony settlers to Russia, if they 
did not comply with the laws of 
the land. The measure, however, | 
proceeded.

MINIMUM LOSS BILL 
Discussion turned for a time on | 

the minimum loss measure, being

Minimum Boss Act, of 1937, intro
duced by Mrs. Smith. Mrs. Smith 
explained that the Retail Mer
chants’ Association desired the 
amendments to make the statute 
workable in the retail meat trade; 
and to substitute a new basis for 
cost price; accepting the lowest 
wholesale price in place of the 
previous invoice price, as that basis. 
The bill would also stop loss-leader 
advertising, she declared.

Mr. Maitland objected, on the 
ground that the bill, in private 
hands, would instruct the Lieu
tenant-Governor - in - Council ; and! 
also perpetuated an unsound law. 
Consumers were more in need of 
protection, he added. Attorney-! 
General Wismer supported the 
measure, which went through 
second reading unchanged.

For a time the House argued 
artificial dentures, and the im
portance of dental mechanics in 
effecting repairs to artificial teeth. 
Colin Cameron spoke to bill in his 
name, which would vary the exist
ing Dentistry Act, so that dental 
mechanics could initiate repairs to 
dentures. Ernest Winch de
monstrated, with an exhibit of 
false teeth. The House, however, 
ruled that dentists should still be 
consulted on such work, and the 
bill was killed before second read
ing.

The House rose at 10:44 p.m,, un
til 2:30 p.m. today, with prorogation 
expected before the end of this

liro vote
FORJOLDIERS

RSpecial Committee of House 
Demands More Time for 

Consideration

On the grounds that there was 
■no precedent for such a procedure, 
land becaur,? the committee would 
(automatically be discontinued at the 

onchision of the House sittings, 
T. Straith, M.P.P. for Victoria, 

[chairman of the special committee, 
bovincial Elections Act, at the 

Legislature yesterday said that he 
■had been advised by Premier Pat- 
Etullo that no arrangements could be 
lii.ade for the continuation of the 
(committee following the closing of

A motion that the committee be 
icrmitted to continue in session i 

after the closing of the House to 
onsider the regulations pertaining; 

i the soldiers’ vote had been made ; 
at the last meeting of the com- 
nittee.

P. Walker, deputy elections re-1 
(turns officer, said that it would 

ake over five tons of materials, 
[shipped to England, to take care of | 
jthe voting there.

During yesterday’s meeting, dis-1 
fussion centred for some time on] 
whether or not every man in 

[form was to be considered a British | 
ict
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lovernment Puts 
Pledge of City Aid

easure

QUERY FREIGHTdate resisted Nazi tutelage. If these 
libels repeated outside Legislature, 
would be glad to be Informed."

Mr. Murray released the cable,
I with the explanation that he had 
drawn Lord Croft’s attention to a 
discussion In the Provincial Legis
lature.

As Sir Henry Page Croft, Lord 
Croft was in British Columbia a few 
years ago in connection with over
tures to Federal and Provincial Gov
ernments looking to a land settle
ment policy under British sponsor
ship. Though no action resulted, the 
Provincial Government offered free 
land to assist the scheme at the time.

In Special Agricultural Committee Dis
cusses Variations in 
Wheat Shipping Ratés

A S a measure of relief in taxation upon land for the pur- 
poses of education, there shall be paid out of the j >| 

X Consolidated Revenue Fund during the fiscal year end- g| 
the thirty-first day of March, 1942, the sum of $250,000, j..|| 
annually thereafter a sum of not less than $450,000. (■ 'J 
said sums shall be distributed to municipalities and school || 

ric.ts upon an equitable basis to be determined by the Lieu- jyj 
int-Governor-in-Council,” read the operating clause of a 
:ial municipal assistance measure introduced by Premier 
tullo in the Legislature last evening. ^ ÈggB
ie bill, designed to cover mu- LflHHHBflHBHHPSBHHHH 
cal costs with the future 7 per j Ifgtribute 1 per cent to the service! 
i levy for teachers’ pensions, was I V;!; pension fund, until actuarial survey' 
educed by message and read a| | determines the addition to be un- 
, time. It was entitled the Spe- i necessary.
Assistance in the Cost of Edu- commencing at January 1, 1942,
en Act. The $250,000 mentioned | r provincial,

81. ESTIMATES
ARECOMPLETED cents for wheat freightage from! 

Creston and only 30 cents from 
Edmonton to Vancouver.

The committee meeting, which 
was attended by members of the 
agricultural products control com
mittee, under J. B. Munro, deputy 
minister of agriculture, heard letters 
from British .Columbia and the 
Prairie Provinces read by E. O. 
MacGinnis, of the Department of 
Agriculture. They were inquiring 
concerning the animal hide-tanning j 
scheme for war purposes.

APPLE MARKETS 
Some discussion during the ses-, 

sion centred round the apple situa
tion in the province, now that the | 
English market had been cut off 
due to the' recent budget. Captain 
C. R. Bull, South Okanagan, inti
mated that the growers of that dis
trict had their own officials working 
on the matters of markets and 
marketing. !

In a resolution concerning the 
possible governmental subsidizing of 
gasoline for farmers for the pur
pose of clearing land, L. A. 
Shepherd, M.P.P. for Delta, claimed 
that such a procedure would result 
in growing of additional crops the 
people would be unable to dis
pose of. j

Other resolutions forwarded in
cluded a motion that the’ freight 
charges on eggs be Investigated, and 
that school taxes should be raised 
by means other than by tax on 
land. The last motion was referred 
to the Department of Education. j 

Yesterday was the final sitting of 
the agricultural committee at the I 
Legislature. It was under the chair-1 
manship of Frank Putnam, M.P.P. 
for Nelson-Creston.

municipal and other 
employers would pay monthly to 
the Teachers’ Pensions Commis
sioner a sum equal to 7 per cent of 
the teaching payroll under their 
charge. It is to match this pay
ment that the Special Assistance 
Act was introduced last evening.

OTHER BILLS
Message bills to amend the Suc

cession Duty Act, Provincial Elec-i 
tions
(Consolidated),
Regulation Act were introduced and| 
read once, before the House rose at! 
11:02 p.m., until 2:30 pm. today '

Legislature Passes Balance 
Of Votes to Finish 

Expenditures

Approving of statutory and voted 
appropriations totaling $30,991,425 in 
all, the Provincial Legislature com
pleted estimates’ review on Monday 
evening. Final votes to pass in
cluded $814,941 for additional ex
penditures in the current year, $229,- 
277 to close accounts on last year, 
a vote of $23,750 in the Department 
of Municipal Affairs, and the Leg
islature’s own indemnities, at $2,000 
per member.

The supplementary estimates in
cluded under the Premier’s office. 
$3,500; Agriculture, $21,800; Attor
ney-General, $124,515, of which 
$95,000 was for police salaries and 
expenses; Education, $56,000; Fi
nance, $6,010; Labor, $1,200; Mines, 
$51,000, including $50,000 for oil ex
ploration in the Peace River; Pro
vincial Secretary, $64,804; Public 
Works, $477,600, which included 
$337,500 for refunds on farmers’ tax 
accounts worked out on the roads, 
$84,000 for flood damage at Squam- 
ish, 2jeballos, and elsewhere, and 
$56,000 for bridges; and $8,500 for the 
Department of Trade and Industries 

SESSIONAL COSTS
The House voted $131,810 for legis

lation, unchanged from last year. 
This included forty-eight sessional 
indemnities at $2,000 each; $6,500 
for members’ mileage to and from 
the session, and the balance in ses
sional staff and other costs.

Discussion was light. R. L. Mait
land, K.C., objected to what he said 
was an increase in the vote of the 
Department of Municipal Affairs in 
a few years. Hon. A. W. Gray, re
sponding, said the department was 
doing more work.

Thomas Uphill again raised the

Lby Hon. Dr. G. M. Weir. Contained 
in forty-six sections on thirty-one 
pages, the bill will come into opera
tion at the first of January, 1941, 

[repealing then the existing Teachers’ 
[Pensions Act. It provides for a 
[Teachers’ Pension Commissioner and 
[a Board of Trustees to administer 
[the scheme, under the supervision 
[of the Lieutenant - Governor -in - 
[Council. While official explanations 
[were deferred, the bill itself set out 
[many of the features of the pro- 
Iposed new scheme.
I PENSION PROVISIONS 
I Retiring ages would be sixty-five 
■years for men, and sixty years for 
Iwomen. The plan embraces a single- 
llife service pension of $360 a year 
■for twenty years of service, and pro- 
Iportionate service pensions for

Mental Hospital Act 
Coal Mines

CABLED HERE
Lord Croft Replies to Criti 

cism in Provincial House 
On Land Plan

From London, England, where asj 
a member of the House of Lords he! 
is undergoing the hazards of aeriau 
siege, Lord Croft replied yesterday^ 
to assertions made from the C.G-Fj 
side of the Provincial Legislature in 
a recent debate on land settlement] 
in British Columbia. In a cable to 
George M. Murray, Liberal member' 
for Lillooet, Lord Croft stated, id 
part:

I "Grateful for your intervention. 
Charge about my support of Fascism 
grotesque. Have opposed and de
tested all totalitarian forms of gov
ernment from the start, as enemies 
of democracy and leading inevitably 

Have never been the agent

plea of sweepstakes for hospitals, but
was told only the Dominion had con
trol over the Criminal Code, in 
which sweeps are prohibited. 8am- 

I hel Guthrie revived the seizure of 
literature for trials un^er Defence 
Regulations, the Government re
sponding that the R.C.M.P. were 

l chiefly in control of such prosecu
tions.
I Completing the balance of its 
| votes, the House prepared for the In
troduction of the Consolidated Sup-

to war.
of any foreign Government, and 
Spanish war fought strenuou 

j against intervention and oppos 
supplies to either side.

"Suggestions that I was in char 
of purchases of any foreign count

school boards, from teachi
under the new measure,

funds of the Teachers’ Pe 
ration, from Interest acc 
tuns Invested, and other

&jin
rr
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[Describes Teachers’ 
Pension Fund Levy 
As Class Legislation

I Saanich Council Strongly Opposed to Government 
Amendment to Superannuation Act—“Diaboli

cal Legislation,” Says Councillor Warren

DENY VOTE TO
| Legislative Committee Saysj 

Orientals and Indians 
Have No Franchise

I V J lati°n any government has had the audacity to bring 
in,” was the way Councillor E. C. Warren, at a meet- 

ling of the Saanich Council last night, described the Provincial 
I Government’s amendment to the Superannuation Act to secure 
•ithe teachers’ pension fund by means of a 7 per cent levy on the 
gj gross teachers’ payroll in any municipality.

By an unanimous vote, the councj 
|] placed on record the following reso
ld lution, moved by Councillor Warren 
Band seconded by Councillor L. H.
| Passmore:

“We strongly protest the action of I 
§the Provincial Government in fur-1 
|ther burdening the municipalities I 
^ with a 7 per cent tax to be placed in I 
$j aid of the teachers’ superannuation j 

fund. We feel that this is class leg- I 
I islation and forces those in insecure I 
I positions and receiving small salaries I 
| to contribute to the superannuation I 
I fund of those in secure positions and 1 
1 receiving far better salaries than|
I themselves.”

TEACHERS OPPOSED
The mover of the resolution stated I 

| that the teachers of Saanich them-I 
I selves were opposed to the Govern-g 
| ment measure.

The discussion followed the read- 
| lng of a letter from the Union of |
I British Columbia Municipalities re- 
I porting that a delegation of the!
Bunion had met Premier Pattullo! 
land the Cabinet with a request that!
Ithe plan should be shelved for one g 
I year to enable it to be discussed at I 
|the union’s convention. The letter!
I stated that the Premier’s reply was!
| that, in the opinion of the actuary,!
B immediate action was necessary to I 1 maintain the fund, but the statutory f 
llevy of 7 per cent would not take ef
fect until 1942.

Opposition to payment of any part I 
gof the deficit in the fund was ex- I 
I pressed in a letter from the Saanich I 
I School Board, which stated that the 1 
llevy would impose an additional I 
I burden of approximately $6,000 a|
|year on the municipality.

“This is a direct taxation on people I 
|who have no control over it," ex- 
iclaimed Councillor Warren. "It is I 
gclass legislation for the direct bene- I 

fit of individuals who have steady! 
fjobs and better salaries than those I 

t many of the people who will have I 
pay for it." He declared that, f 

nee the levy was to be on the gross i 
tayroll, it would increase the burden g 

i Saanich by 12% per cent of the | 
ayroll.

DEMANDS REASONS
“They speak of a deficit in the!
lerannuatlon fund—what occas-1 

ned it? The fund hasn’t been on! 
l actuarial basis—why?” demanded!

ncillor J. R. Sooby.
Reeve A. G. Lambrick remarked I 
at those were questions for the g 

fovemment to answer.
Before the resolution was passed, I 

ncillor Warren and others com- I 
l upon the fact that, so far as J 

Icould be ascertained, no one outa 
■Government circles had been givj 
liny opportunity to study the pro-1 
lposed legislation.

Note and Comment
By SAND HAM GRAVES

During the sitting of the special B 
| committee dealing with the Elec-1 
(tions Act at the Legislature yester-g 
I day morning, it was definitely es-g 
I tablished that Indians and Orien- 
I tals serving with the British Forces!
I either in Canada or Overseas areg 
I not entitled to vote.

Colin Cameron, M.P.P. for Co-1 
I mox, intimated that if Indians and!
I Orientals were willing to give their I 
I lives for the country, they should |
I be entitled to the vote.

P. Walker, deputy provincial sec- 
I retary, said that Indians were I 
I wards of the Government, and that]
I their status would not be changed |
J by their enlistment. As such, he I 
I stated that they could not have the I 
I franchise. The same applied to the j 
I Orientals, he said.

Mr. Walker admitted that during I 
I the last war a number of Japanese 1 
I received the right to vote, follow- 1 
1 ing their return from overseas. Hel 
I said, however, that there was nojj 
I Dominion provision for such a case| 
1 now.

Other points discussed during thel 
I committee session Included ques- i 
I tions as to whether a soldier could ]
I be penalized for committing of- 
I fences against the voting régula-1 
I tions. Mr. Walker was of the opin-| 
I ion no such action could be taken.

In addition, it was recommended I 
(that civilians be made deputy re-1 
I turning officers for the handling of I 
I soldiers’ votes in Canada. While it] 
I might be necessary to have the of- 
I fleers hold such posts overseas, ci-1 
1 vilians were recommended for the | 
(places in Canada.

In praise of the country Member. I 
j It will not be fashionable to say so, I 
(but the saving grace of your pres-1 
lent-day parliaments is the country! 
1 Member. His sincerity 1s patent,! 
I his attitude humble, and his knowl-l 
I edge of, human relations has been I 
j gained at first hand. Often it is I 
I the real voice of Canada that speaks! 
I from a rural riding, where men fish,! 
| or plough, or chop wood for a liv-1 
| ing.

There is something infinitely at-1 
I tractive in the real voice of Canada, f 
1 There is to it a basic optimism, | 
| borne of many conquests on the 1 
J edge of the wilderness. It is friend-1 
jly; human beings themselves being I 
j among the scarcest evidences in a I 
(great, empty land. It is a voice! 
( that speaks from a real and time-1 
| less set of values. Man is judged by | 
| what he does, the surest test of all. §

After a month of debates, after 1 
1 all the glittering pageantry of an | 
I age-old performance, it is what the §
I country Member says that sticks ih J 
1 the mind. Often it is said haltlng- 
1 ly, sometimes even ungrammatically ; I 
| but always sparsely, and with a fine l 
j condensation of thought in a mini-1 I mum of words. It is the country | 
1 Member who has had time for re- 
| flection; almost a lost art in urban | 
(communities these days.

What is it that the country Mem- ( 
| ber is saying? Why, a great vari-1 
I ety of things, to be sure. The coun- 
| try Member favors the class-less so-1 
| ciety of Canada. A man should | 
J work, or he doesn’t count. A man 1 
( should have faith, and have hope, j 
j else he has no reason to live. A man | 
(should seek an honest return for| 
j honest effort; but not more than! 
I that, and nothing at expense of any I 
E one else. A man should be helpful, [ 
( friendly, and kindly in all dealings I 
J with his neighbors; whether they 1 
(live 100 miles away, or right next! 
j door. A man should be prudent, F 
( thrifty, and industrious; both on his| 
| own account, and on account of the | 
] community in which he lives.

The country Member has an in- 
I borne distrust of artificiality and j 
I frills. He is afraid of words and § 
j of statutes and has learned to his| 
I cost that they often are meaning-! 
I less. He has a deep and bitter scorn I 
I for idle people; seeing so muchl 
j work that is waiting to be done in| 
I the world. His conception of wealth! 
I is a sufficiency; and his estimate of! 
I poverty the loss of a man’s inde-l 
pendence, the right to speak, and! 

I think, and do of his own accord. The! 
(country Member knows why the! 
Isun shines, and what would hap-1 
] pen if it failed for a week to do so. I

This year, the country Member I 
I was caught in the bewildering maze! 
I of changing days, and driven back! 
I in upon himself, thinking. He camel 
I forward, here and there, with a soft,! 
] but considered warning. If you! 
I cut down 75,000 acres of trees year-^T 
| ly. and replace them with 10,0 
I acres of seedlings, you will one day! 
j want for trees, he said. If you ex-1 
hause your known ores, and neglect! 

I to find new deposits, you will one!
day whistle for a mining industry.| 

I If you gamble with tax money, .j 
I may not win in the lottery.
| may be over-caught, and game a 
| ly extinguished. Writing lettersl 
I does not till soil, or fertilize it. In| 
I the end, human wants can be fllle<
I only by human effort.

This jpolumn declares a bias 
(favor of the country Member. Itj 
(likes him; and it notices that ]
I izanship has comparatively little t 
ido with his processes of thought] 
I There are, it would seem, almost no] 
(Liberal cows, Conservative salmoi 
1 or Socialist fir trees in the Eden wej 
1 call British Columbia. Cows 
(cows to a country Member; ,
(are salmon; and fir trees take 
| years to grow. If the sun 
I the solar system will continue 
I function; and the solar system ' 
(have the final word, in any event] 
a So here is id the country Member 
1 Whole cities are the better tor htj 
1 brief visit in their midst!



THURSDAY, DECEMBER f, 1940]

Sharp Clash in B.C. 
■Assembly on Special 

Assistance Measure
j Redrafted Teachers’ Pension Plan Unopposed on 

Second Reading, but Promise of Future Civic 
Grants Stirs Debate as Legislation Advances

IN the shortest and sharpest debate ot the session, the Special 
Assistance in the Cost of Education Act was approved 
yesterday by the Provincial Legislature, passing second 

| reading on a division called by the Administration and result- 
S ing in a ballot of 39-2. The Teachers* Pension Act went through 

second reading unopposed, its terms being explained by Hon. 
Dr. G. M. Weir as already outlined. The division on the 
$450,000 municipal aid bill split the Conservative Opposition, 
three members voting for the bill, and two against it. The 
C.C.F. supported the Administration on both measures.

missloner would be named,It was brought out In 'discussion 
that one year hence the employers 
of teachers, Including the munici
palities, will be obliged to pay 7 
per cent of the teaching payrolls 
Into the new teachers’ pension fund. 
One year hence, the Provincial 
Treasury will commence to distrib
ute not less than $450,000, the ap
proximate cost of the 7 per cent 
levy, among municipal and district 
school areas in special aid of the 
cost of education. In 1941, the 
Province will distribute $250,000 in 
municipal and school areas, towards 
a reduction In taxation on land.

ASSISTANCE DEBATED 
The debate turned on whether or 

not the Province was giving any 
additional assistance to the muni 
clpalitles. Mrs. Paul Smith (Lib
eral, Burrard) described the first 
[$350,000 grant as “pure velvet” for 
the municipalities. The Conserva
tive Opposition argued that the 
[Government was giving a grant with 
one hand, and taking It back with 
the other. The Administration de- 
[fended the action as the start of 
a progressive plan under which the 
[Province would assume more of the 
I costs of education.

The House reached the Teachers' 
Pension bill first, during the after
noon sitting. Hon. Dr. G. M. Weir 
[explained that the original scheme, 
[started In 1929 and assisted by the 
Province for ten years with 
annual grant of $25,000, had gone 
[bankrupt. Non-provision for em
ployers’ contributions and a ficti
tious doubling of return payments 
[had run up an overdraft of some 

100,000, and left the scheme actu
arial^ behind to the extent of al-| 
most $2,000,000.

The Province would cover the ira
te shortage, but It would re

quire 7 per cent from the employ-:
; and 1 per cent from the teach

ers In addition to their regular 4 
1er cent deductions, to balance the 
Unds on the new basis. After 

ty years, or In less time than 
t, the back service part pf the 

~ ' "would be made up, and 
scheme woud *st on an 

sound basis, Dr. Weir
SONS OUTLINED 

it there were ?10 teadh 
superannuation, entailing 

commitments in the neigh- 
* of $1,550,000 for pensif 

sued. Under the 
e teachers would coni

cens toward!

_______ ..._______ ______ and a
Aboard of trustees placed in charge 

j| of the funds, with periodic reviews 
of the whole scheme. ,

Dr. Weir suggested at one point 
that average pensions payable under 

^ the new plan might • be in the 
neighborhood of $50; being at the 
rate of $360 a year after twenty 
years' service, with $12 a year for 

leach additional year’s service, with

1
 retirement at sixty-five for men, 
and at sixty years for women. Pen
sions already payable under the

iold plan amount to some $151,567 
per annum, he said, 
a Responding, R. L. Maitland, K.C.,

I
 Conservative leader, said he was not 
opposing the pensions scheme. He 
believed, however, that assurance of 
actuarial soundness was not always 
justified; and would prefer to see 
Dominion group annuities substi-1 
tuted in their place. Second read
ing followed, unopposed.

SPECIAL AID BILL 
Rising to move second reading 

of the Special Assistance Act, Pre-

out knowing what proportion of the I 
special grant It would receive. Bit I 
by bit, he asserted, a bone was being I 
thrown to the municipalities, but no I 
attempt was being made to put their I 
finances on a sound basis. With the | 
highest revenues In history, the 1 
Province had simply retained the f 
money. Only very little assistance 
of any kind was Implied In the 
present legislation.

H. G. Perry (Liberal, Port George), 
declared the measure was impll- 
menting Liberal policy, that of tak
ing over the cost of education 
gradually. That was the principle 
of the bill and a first step In the 
right direction. To have the Prov
ince assume all of the cost would 
require an additional $4,500,000 as 
at present, and perhaps $6,000,000 
yearly as time went on.

L. H. Eyres (Conservative, Chilli
wack), said flatly that the special 
assistance was merely covering up 
the fact that the 7 per cent was 
being taken away from the munic
ipalities. It was giving with one 
hand and taking away with the 
other, he said.

“PURE VELVET”
Mrs. Paul Smith (Liberal, Bur

rard), declared that school trustees’ 
organizations for ten years had been 
asking the Province to take over 
the cost of education. It was Liberal 
policy to do so progressively, as the 
means could be found. The 7 per 
cent levy would not start immedi
ately, so that the first $250,000 grant 
would be “pure velvet,” assisting the 
landowners concerned. "This Is a 
very happy day In the Legislature," 
Mrs. Smith declared.

Hon. G. S. Pearson, Minister of 
Labor, asserted that the previous 
regime had been responsible for 
the imposition of an unsound 
scheme on the Legislature. “The 
previous Government, wilfully 
otherwise, neglected to place a bur

sts den on the municipalities which 
ffl'they knew belonged there,” Mr. [ 

Pearson said.
CLASH IN HOUSE 

Mr. Maitland — You have had 1 
seven years In which to do it.

Mr. Pearson—If you had been |
mler Pattullo said it had nothing to I right in 1929, we would not have
Hn œR.h tVio Toorhorc' Pcnclnn if vmmIdo with the Teachers’ Pension Act,

I though introduced at the same time.
I The employers of teachers would be 
$ obliged to pay their 7 per cent of | 
g the payrolls in due course. The 1 
| Administration had already an-1 
| nounced the intended $250,000 grant 
$ and now enlarged that for the years 
| to follow to not less than $450,000. 
EThis sum, however, was to be con- 
|sidered as a measure towards the 
| reduction of the burden of taxa- 
0 tion upon land. “It is the intention 
I of the Government to go further, 
| when that can be accomplished,” 
I Premier Pattullo declared.

Herbert Anscomb, stating the 
| $250,000 grant was being stepped up 
S to $450,000 next year, said that no 
I relief would be afforded to the 
B municipalities, which would be met 
I with the new 7 per cent payroll 
I levy at the same time. The grarjt 
I might match the levy, but would 
Inot do more. Such a bill would not 
I bind future Governments, and 
I meanwhile the 7 per cent levy would 
Shave beccme law. It took the Prov
ince eleven years to discover that 

$ former pension scheme was un- 
lound; for seven years of which 

fitlme the present Administration 
1 been in office, without proposing 

, remedy. “I can see no relief in 
i hill,” Mr. Anscomb declared.. 

SEES LITTLE HELP 
Mr. Maitland said he could not 
^ vtulte the Government on 

er piece of patchwork legis
lation. His recollection of Lll 

65 that the Province

to do it now.
Mr. iMaltland—You were elected I 

on the promise of restoring mimic- [ 
ipal grants.

Mr. Pearson —This Government I 
has been going through hard times | 
and a difficult period of financing. I

Mr. Maitland laughed and the | 
exchange lapsed.

Leonard A. Shepherd (C.C.P., 
Delta) intervened. “We are giving j 
the municipalities just exactly | 
nothing,” he declared.

Dr. Weir closed the debate. He I 
said that the Administration had f 
given back $2,000,000 in assistance N 
to the municipalities, of which $1,-1 
000,000 had been in grants towards! 
education. The teachers favored the | 
pension scheme, which had been en
dorsed by the president of the Brit
ish Columbia School Trustees’ As-1 
soclatlon, and by many others, it I 
was the school trustees who would ! 
have to provide the money, and the | 
people would pay It, rather than a 
matter for negotiation with munici
pal councils.

DIVISION CALLED
Premier Pattullo called for divl- | 

sion on second reading of the Spe
cial Assistance Bill. Second read-1 
tog followed, by 39 to 2. Herbert 1 
Anscomb and Leslie H. Eyres (Con- [ 
servatlves) stood by their colors, H 
standing alone to opposition to the f 
measure to Its present form. Messrs, j
Maitland, Finland and Paton ____
-for the measure, as did Thomas Up-i 
hill (Labor) and all ranks of the ! 
C.C J1. party to" “ 1

BILLS ENACTED
Telescoping other debate, the [ 

(House gave third readings to the)
I Poultry Products, Land, Game, [
I Public Schools, Water, Municipal, I 
Apprenticeship, Municipal Elections,! 
Burnaby Refunding, Forest, Van
couver Joint Drainage, and Coquit
lam Refunding Acts; second read-1 
ings to the Succession Duty, Coal | 
Mines Regulation, Provincial Elec
tions, Teachers’ Pensions, and Spe
cial Assistance Acts, and took a few 
other measures one stage to com
mittee.

The coal mines regulation meas-

I
ure, it was explained, will provide 
for wash-houses In coal mines, and 
new safety regulations, urged to the 
House by Samuel Guthrie and 
others during this session. Amend
ments to the Provincial Home for 
the Aged and Trustee Acts were 
introduced and read once before the 
House recessed at 4:55 p.m., until 
8:30 p.m.

DENIAL REPEATED
Speaking by indulgence at the 

opening of the sitting, George M. 
Murray read the cabled denial of 
Lord Page-Croft to assertions made 
In the House during debate at this 
session. Debate was offered, but 
ruled out of order. The House ap
plauded the explanation offered to 
the cable, already made public by 
Mr. Murray.

Speaking to the Burnaby refund-! 
ing measure, Hon. A. W. Gray an
nounced that the Government held 
$680,000 of Burnaby securities, which 
it Is proposed to exchange for new 
debentures under the terms of the 
bill. The measure was again op
posed by opposition benches, but 

JLwent through third reading, with
out a recorded test.

ASSISTANCE BILL ENACTED 
At the evening sitting, the Ad

ministration drove Its legislative 
programme to virtual completion, 
except for new measures still making 
their way into the House. The | 
Special Assistance Act passed^ 
through third reading, after a last 
stand by Herbert Anscomb and 
Leslie Eyres. Mr. Anscomb declared 
the bill was a fraud, and Mr. Eyres 
invited the Government to raise the 
assistance to $750,000. The measure 
passed as presented to the House 
on Tuesday evening.

The twenty-four-hour-old Teach
ers’ Pension Bill was virtually com
pleted in committee, with Section 17, 
dealing with provincial liability, 
stood over for further review. Sev
eral Important points were brought 
out to discussion. Government! 
benches explained that no pensions B 
[subject to downward revision under 
'the plan would be reduced below1 
$50 monthly; that the 7 per cent 
levy on employers would apply on 
gross teaching payrolls, before de
duction of ordinary provincial 
grants; and periodic revision by an 
actuary will be changed to apply 
every three years, to place of five 
years stated to the measure as pre
sented.

ACTUARIAL REVIEW 
Mr. Anscomb remarked that the]

7 per cent levy would turn Into a 
10 per cent one to many Instances, 
if the deduction came from gross j 
teaching payrolls. The clause wasj 
ratified, unchanged. The Govern-j 
ment accepted a suggestion by Mr. 
Maitland for more frequent ac
tuarial revision, and will amend the 
bill to provide for. such review after 
the first three years’ operation of 
the scheme. The committee rose to 
report progress cm the bill for the 
day.

Bitterly contested, the Commodl- 
lum Loss Act was com- 

in committee, after tb*



with cut prices In special 
Several members of the House at
tacked the measure as Impracticable. 
Others defended It.

A bill to amend the Mental Hos
pitals Act proved to be a major 
measure, modernizing the care and 
treatment of persons of unsound 
mind, and setting up a panel of re' 
viewing physicians to inquire Into 
releases from mental Institutions on 
appeal. Ernest Winch, who had 
campaigned through several sessions 
for some of the changes, com
plimented the Government on the 
bill, which went to second reading.

Third readings followed for the 
Licence Revocation, Greater Van
couver Water, Coal Mines Regula
tions and Special Assistance Acts; 
second readings for the Mental Hos
pitals, Trustees, and Provincial 
Home for the Aged Acts; while 
Succession Duty, Provincial Elec1 
tlons, Health, and Commodities 
Minimum Loss Acts were completed 
in committee with amendments. 
Extended debate greeted amend
ments to the Medical Act, progress 
being reoorted on the bill,

Bills to amend the Summary Con
victions Act and the Municipal 
Superannuation « Act (a second 
measure) were introduced by mes
sage and read once, before the 
House rose at 12:04 a.m. until 2:30 
pm. today.

________ SPAY, DECEMBER 5, 1940_____

Pattullo Government! 
Hopelessly Incapable 
R. L. Maitland Claims!
Conservative Leader, Addressing Victoria Associa

tion, Attacks Budget and Redistribution Act—
G. H. Bevan-Pritchard Named President

ARE DISCUSSED
| Public Accounts Committee 

At Legislature Probes 
Costs of Purchases

Concluding the sessions of the 
I public accounts committee at the 
I Legislature yesterday, E. G. Rowe- 
! bottom supplied figures of the costs 
| of sending local representatives to 
I the British Columbia Pavilion at 
| the San Francisco Fair, on the re- 
Iquest of R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con- 
|servative. leader.

Mr. Rowebottom said that there 
|had been 1,275,850 persons visit the 
g pavilion during the fair.

The committee also continued in- 
Ivestigation into the manner of 
1 letting governmental contracts. Mr.
1 Maitland questioned H. Harrison,
I purchasing agent, with regard to 
| the buying of supplies from various 
| sources. The purchasing agent ex- 
| plained that when buying from re- 
s tellers, the Government Insisted on 
8 a 10 per cent discount on all pur- 
! chases.

Regarding discussion of a letter 
| supplied the chairman of the com- 
|mittee last Saturday concerning the 
8 buying of materials from members,
| M. M. Connelly, Omlneca, said that 
Bin his opinion it was unfair to bring 
j the members* names into the matter.

"I'm afraid I do not agree," said 
| Mr. Maitland.

Harold E. Winch, C.C.F., Vancou- |j 
Iver East, said in connection with 
1 governmental buying for provincial ti 
I institutions, the materials produced || 
I in British Columbia compared favor- fl 
j ably with those from any other place, fl 

e made particular reference to fruit 11 
I juices that are at present imported, fl 
I suggesting local juices might be sub- fl 
I stituted for them.
I The Conservative leader said 1 
I an effort should be made at all t 
I to buy British Columbia product!

1 sorts.

ANY administration that has proved itself so “utterly 
hopeless and incapable” as that of the Liberal Govern
ment in this province must be thrown out of office, R. L. 

Maitland, K.C., Conservative Leader of the Opposition, told 
the Victçria Conservative Association at its annual meeting 
last night. The meeting, adjourned from* last

"Nothing definite, nothing planned. jS May, unanimously elected G. H.
Bevan-Pritchard as president, with] 
Mr. Maitland as honorary president. I 
Other officers elected were: First I 
vice-president, Captain W. C.l 
Thompson ; second vice-president, I 
Sinclair Elliott; secretary, William | 
Duck, and treasurer, A. Lancaster. 

B.C. ORGANIZATION 
The meeting also heard an in

formal address by Russell R. Walker, j 
provincial organizer, on the 
ganization under way throughout! 
British Columbia in preparation for j 
the election anticipated next Sum
mer. Urging the members of the! 
association to the fullest effort to) 
bring out strong candidates and I 
build up the organization that would I 
assure their election, Mr. Walker] 
said that, while the present Gov-1 
emment "is on the skids.’* the fact! 
that the Liberal party was well j 
organized could not be ignored. It | 
had built up an enormously power
ful machine, whose strength could | 
'not be discounted, he declared.

A preliminary survey showed in-1 
creasing Conservative enthusiasm in [ 
all parts of the province, Mr. Walker I 
said. It was regarded as inevitable I 
that an election would be held next! 
June, and it would be the first test! 
of the strength of the two parties! 
since the general election last! 
March. He anticipated that Premier £ 
Pattullo would bo given something! 
.in the way of bait by Prime Mln-| 
is ter Mackenzie King following the 

'conference of Premiers in Ottawa 
•next month, and it was possible that! 
'Premier Pattullo might spring an| 
election even before June.

nothing hopeful," was how Mr. 
Maitland characterized the Admin
istration during the last four years. 
He charged the Government with 
doing "patchwork, with no thought 
for the future,** and declared that 
under the present order people had 
no faith to invest money in the 
province. On every hand there was 
governmental interference with busi
ness, and every act of the Legis
lature caused lack of faith in a 
sound foundation of British Co
lumbia, he said.

ATTACKS BUDGET
Of the budget, the Conservative 

leader said he had been hopeful 
that in time of war the Govern
ment would forget the Liberal party, 
that it would dedicate itself to re
duce the Province’s own expendi
tures so as to be able to give greater 
aid to Britain.

"I’m more concerned in my con
science than I am in votes, in times 
like these. I*m more concerned In 
what is the right thing to do than 
what is going to win a seat here 
and there," Mr. Maitland declared. 
Every million saved in provincial 
expenditure would lighten the bur
den on the taxpayer and make it 
so much easier for the Dominion 
to collect the money urgently needed 
for war purposes.

Mr. Maitland said he had been 
disappointed to find that the Lib
eral Government had failed to 
realize the sacrifices that should be 
made to carry on Canada’s part in 
the war to save the Empire and 
the liberty of future generations. !

Speaking of the Victoria con
stituency and of the reorganization 
of the Victoria Conservative Asso
ciation necessitated by what he 
termed the "gerrymandering” of the 
boundaries of the riding, Mr. Mait
land said that Victoria had held a 
place of dignity in Canada as one 
of the few four-riding constituencies. 
Now it would be reduced to a three- 
man constituency—not because the 
people of Oak Bay or Victoria had 
asked for it, but in the hope of 
saving the seats of two of the Lib
eral members.

LOSS OF DIGNITY
"You may think Mr. Straith 

(W. T. Straith, MJJ.) is not very 
active in the Legislature," remarked j 
Mr. Maitland, “but when it came to 
gerrymandering this riding for what 
he thought would be his own politi
cal advantage, he was about the 
most active man in the House.” 
He asserted that Mr. Straith had 
sunk the dignity of the constituency 
for purely personal advantage.

The Conservative leader dismissed 
the C.CJ\ with a single remark: 
"They have very little claim to 

life in British

I.C. SUPPLE 
IS MILD)

|Provincial Legislature En-| 

acts Chief Fiscal Measure 
In Busy Day

Enacting the Supply Bill, which is I 
|the only measure of the session I 
which does not require Royal assent, 1 

British Columbia Legislature I 
tiesday afternoon granted supply I 

■to the needs of the Crown in the! 
|sum of $30,991,926. Piloting the! 
neàsure, Hon. John Hart explained! 

■that $29,947,926 of the sum was fori 
■ 1941-42; $814,941 for 1940-41, and! 
J$229,277 to close accounts in 1939-40.1 
■Voted appropriations in the esti-j 
|mates wére completed on the eve-| 

p previously.
t the afternoon sitting, 

gave third readings
Arena, Mortgagors’!

Bridge, Nicola Claims Reinsti 
nt, Parents Maintenance, PollE 
x, Securities Custody, Motor Ve-fj 

hide, Fisheries, Tulk Estate, Van-j| 
Icouver Incorporation and Supply y 
Acts.

Completed in committee with! 
ninor amendments were the Poul-H 

|try Products, Land, Game, Public| 
Ichools, Water, Municipal and Ap 
irentlceship Acts. Second read: 

Jfollowed for the Forest, Medical,1 
(Vancouver^ Joint Drainage, Greater^ 

Vancouver Water and Coquitlî 
Refunding Acts. Progress without 1 
final action was reported on theg 

nlcipal Elections and Licence 
Revocation Acts.

MUNICIPAL AID ISSUE 
Discussions were voluntarily cur-, 

died, as the House voted its way 8 
[through a considerable press of | 
ninor legislation. Mayor Lyle Tel-| 

[ford again raised the question of| 
nunicipal aid. He said Vancouver* 
City assessments were being reduced!

$1,523,384 next year, with a lossy 
|of $50,000 in revenue from the samel 
nill rate. Responding, Premier Pat-1 

[tulfo said that Vancouver’s position! 
was understood, and that1 of the! 

j$250,000 additional aid to munici- fl 
palities already voted Vancouver I 
would receive the greater share.! 
Urther municipal assistance was g 

[not possible at present.
The Poultry Products Act was § 

gain attacked on the ground it wasfl 
|too embrasive, and once more de-| 
[jfended on -the plea that it was nec-1 
jessary in connection with uniform 1 

deral law. The Change of Name g 
Act, it was brought out, may pre-1 

Jvent women changing their names j 
gafter separation without official I 

process, though intended as a curb! 
[against aliases. The Administration 1 
withdrew regulation of hunting and! 

gflshing lodges, contemplated in the! 
Came Act. An arbitration clause! 
was added to the Water Act.

The Administration accepted an g 
■amendment proposed by Mayor Tel-i 
Jjford to the Municipal Elections Act. g 
land will insert in that bill provision! 
g whereby citizens at civic balloting g 

will be asked to present their na
tional registration cards as a check g 

Hon identity and compliance with na- 
gtlonal regulations. Changes in theg 
«Municipal Act will require all em-| 
Bployees of civic corporations to takeg 
gthe oath of allegiance.

PRICE ARBITRATION
Changes in the Fisheries Act, it] 

gtvas explained, will make it possible]] 
I for blue back salmon fishermen tow 
y ask for arbitration on salmon prices, f 
land also advance the date of arbi-| 
1 tration before the fishing season 
| opens.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., objected toi 
■special powers in the Forest Act,! 
| which he declared used wartime I 
I emergency as a reason for extensive! 
Anew ministerial prerogatives, includ-g 
I ing powers of suspension of ordinary 
I rules and resrcauona. wdiSDei 
I with advertising now statutory, and j 
I to take timber from mineral claims 1 

without compensation. The bill was! 
put through second reading, with-| 

j out a reply.
Amendments to the Medical Actl 

fl led to the only debate of the sitting.!
Harold Winch complained of in-g 

ti creasing power of self-regulation to|
[ be given to the executive of the! 

Medical Council, asking assurance ! 
that naturopaths, chiropractors and g 

I others would not be adversely af-g 
flfected by the change. Through! 
j Hon. G. S. Wismer and Hon. Di\ G.[ 
fl M. Weir, the Administration gavel 
[ that assurance, after an extended |
I debate, in which it developed that! 
jj the measure had been presented at 1 
I short notice and amended at the re-1 
j quest of the Government. 1

Hon. A. W. Gray explained 1 
1 in the Coquitlam refu
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Move for Inquiry Into Indus
trial Pensions Made 

In House

Inquiry Into operation of thi 
Workmen’s Compensation Act b: 
an all-party committee of the Legis
lature, with a view to removlm 
present anomalies and bringlni 
about a more liberal lnterpretatloi 
of the statute was urged In thi 
House Tuesday evening by Haroli 
E. Winch and other members.

For twenty-three years the boai 
had been administering the statute] 
and had been getting further awajpf 
from the spirit of the legislation, f 
Mr. Winch declared. An unbiased» 
Investigation by a committee of the( | 
House would suggest a number ofl'l 
directions In which the law was, | 
not being applied, or In which ln-j 
terpretations restrictive of its usei 
had been built up In the lnterven-l 
ing years.

COMPLAINTS MADE
Citing specific Instances, Mr, 

Winch declared that the burden ofl 
proof that an accident had occurred!; 
had been placed on the worker ;[ 
that there was no appeal from they 
discretionary decisions of the board 
that, while artificial limbs and other! 
aids were furnished Initially, there] 
was no provision for their renewal; 
that "light duty” classifications hadl 
been used as an excuse to reduce!

$ his question, I was at Ottawa,
; I had gone to discuss matters 
! Internal security in this province.
! Mr. Sinclair could have asked me.
' The responsibility for a parole does! 
i not rest with the Attorney-General, i! 
| After prosecution, the case Is up to '
, the remission branch, at Ottawa.

REPORT CONFIDENTIAL 
<:■ “At the time Celona was prose- | 
' jjcuted, I was not Attorney-General. ; 
U liîhp.»Justice Sloan was In office then. : 
I In "July, the Minister of Justice | 

said that reports on the case had ij 
: been asked from the trial judge, :] 
| from the jailer, and from one or;
I two other persons. These were all| 

confidential reports. All that I have. ; 
B In my possession Is a copy of a con-f

fidential report—a letter from one 
man who was connected with the 
prosecution. Mr. Sinclair with- 

|. :drew his question on Mr. Lapointe’s 
explanation. I feel that I cannot 

Kg produce that letter, It Is still confi
dential; and that, what I have just 
said, Is my full connection with I j 
the Celona case," Attorney-General pi 
Wlsmer said.

The Maitland motion was voted jj 
down on a verbal test, and the pi 
Issue dropped.

TRANS-CANADA HIGHWAY
Dealing with a motion by R. W. 

Bruhn, absent through Indisposition, 
Premier Pattullo said he would re
new at Ottawa In January his 
former request that the Dominion 
take over construction of main 
roads In British Columbia, Includ
ing completion and upkeep of the 
Trans-Canada Highway. Mr. Mait
land withdrew the Bruhn motion,! 
on the explanation given.

The House proceeded on other 
business dealing with other motions 
on the order paper.

Harold Winch urged the Housecompensations during convales-' li
cence; that In permanent partial-»! ' to consider "medicinal springs In 
disability cases the full statutorySkeena, Prince George and other 
provision had been whittled down; j ridings. These springs, he said, were 
and that skilled men hurt outside | | undeveloped, but could be made

excellent tourist attractions.
Prom Northern members, the 

House heard of a series of hot 
springs, with water temperatures of 
110 degrees and ascertained curative 
properties. Lake Else, Cultus Lake 
and other resorts were mentioned.
H. G. Perry suggested a Provincial 
reserve on such lands.

By adjournment, the House had 
about cleared Its order paper of ln-

.

/ :-.v:
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their own protected Industries, could! 
secure no compensation at all.

The Intention of the Legislature; 
had been very different, Mr. Winch 
submitted, moving a resolution that 
the House set up a committee to|
Inquire Into whatever action was 
needed to bring the operation of 
the scheme and the statute into 
line with present-day conditions.
Ernest E. Winch seconded the mo
tion, citing further Instances In spe- _
cific cases, and reviewing similar M ddental motions. 
laws In other countries.

STUDY PLEDGED 
Harold Winch withdrew his mo

tion, on the representation by Hon.
G. 8. Pearson that the points 
raised would be considered, and 
that some way might be found toK 
overcome the legal and other diffi
culties now rendering a more lib
eral Interpretation of the statutes 
not Immediately possible.

CELONA PAROLE 
R. L. Maitland, K.C., Conservative 

leader, asked the administration for 
a return of all correspondence be
tween the Dominion and Provincial 
Governments In the Joe Celona 
partie Incident. Moving a resolu
tion to that effect, Mr. Maitland 
■aid:

"Here was a case dealing with a 
man about as low as arty man can 
get The court Imposed an extremely 
heavy sentence. To the amazement j 
of everyone It was found that the 

was granted a parole. The 
was raised by Mr. James 

the House 
suddenly 

why,

Is
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B.C. Legislature to Be 
Prorogued Today by 

Hon. E. W. Hamberl
Sessional Programme Completed in Two Sittings! 

Yesterday, With Prorogation Set for This 
Morning—Sixty Acts Await Assent

PROROGATION of the fifth session of the Nineteenth! 
Legislature of British Columbia will take place at 11 a.m.B 
today, when Hon. E. W. Hamber, Lieutenant-Governor,! 

will assent to some sixty Acts of the session and thank legis-1 
lators for supply granted to the Crown and for their labors.§ 
Sitting in two periods yesterday, the House cleared its orderg 
laper.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1940
calling for committee

At the afternoon sitting the House I 
enacted the Health, Commodities I 
Minimum Loss, Succession Duty, I 
Provincial Elections, Aged Men’s I 
Home, and Summary Convictions I 
measures; and completed in com-1 
mittee with announced changes the I 
Teachers’ Pensions, Mental Hospi-I 
tels, Medical, and Trustee (powers | 
of attorney) Acts.

The Administration withdrew pro-1 
posed amendments to the Municipal J 
Superannuation Act which would | have made an exception for twoi 
men in retiring ages in Vancouver] 
City, and the Opposition withdrew 
amendments privately offered to t 
Workmen’s Compensation Act. Th 
First Narrows Bridge Bill was with-j 
drawn in committee, and private bil 
fees on the measure will be re-J 
funded.

Bills discussion was brief.
Mental Hospitals Bill will go intx 
effect on February 1, 1941, but one! 
section, providing for re-examinà-1 
tions on appeal, will not become law I 
until proclaimed. Hon. Dr. G. M. I 
Weir estimated that between 200 j 
and 300 appeals might be expected I 
under the measure from provincial J 
institutions.

In the Trustee Act, Attorney-Gen-1 
eral Wlsmer withdrew a clause I 
which would have removed the | 
statutory 5 per cent fee for ad
ministration of certain classes of I 
estates, the Administration dis-1 
claiming responsibility for that | 
measure.

The Teachers’ Pensions Bill was | 
completed, unopposed, with pro
vision for actuarial review of the| 
plan every three years.

With time on its hands, the House I 
cleaned its order paper of incidental I 
motions. Oil exploration and a high-1 
way commission were re-argued, the I 
latter at some length.

OIL EXPLORATION
The House rejected on a division I 

of 28-12 a motion by R. L. Mait-1 
land, K.C., for a return of all cor-1 
respondence and progress reports on I 
oil drilling at Commotion Creek. Mr. I 
Maitland said $250,000 had been I 
appropriated in the first year of I 
that effort, and no detailed report I 
had been given to the House on the| 
result.

Hon. W. J. Asselstine countered I 
by stating that much of the informa-1 
tion was confidential, and not in the I 
public interest to disclose. Mem-1 
bérs, he said, could examine the I 
drill cores now in the hands of the I 
Mines Department. It was not I 
likely, the Minister of Mines as-1 
serted, that the Government would I 
find oil in the first hole, or, even I 
should that be so, would it prove! 
the value of a new field. The C.CF. I 
voted with Conservatives on the| 
division.

GIVES ROAD COSTS

I Winch, the House went into com-| 
I mittee of the whole "to discuss the]
] entire situation relative to Britis 
| Columbia roads.” Mr. Winch urgei 
| creation of a highway commissioner,! 
3 a highway commission composed ofr-j 
| nine district road engineers, and an| 
I advisory board formed by that com-g 
I mission with civil servants froi 
I other departments, the whole re-1 
j sponsible to the Legislature. Gov-1 
| eminent benches rejected the pro-1 
1 posai, on the ground that it wou!d§ 
j duplicate what in practice existe 
| now.

In a two-hour debate that fol-l 
I lowed, the House repeated its dis-f 
| trict road vote debate. Hon. C. S| 

Leary gave the House a review 
| what it would cost to complete i 
I trunk highways in the province.

Captain Leary said it would re-1 
J quire $50,000,000 to finish and com-! 
fl plete the trunk highways in a first-1 
[class condition, suitable for modem I 
[traffic. Of that sum, the Trans-1
■ Canada Highway would require $6,-|
■ 174,000; the North-and-South Pro-| 
[vincial Highway, $3,949,000; the|
■ Southern Trans-Provincial Highway,! 
B $7,297,000, via the- Hope-Princeton j 
■link; the Okanagan Highway, $1,-| 
[185,000; Kamloops to Tete Jaune | 
[Cache, $4,000,000; Peace River routes,!
■ $5,000,000; Vancouver Island High-1
■ way, $3,000,000, and the Northern! 
[Highway, from Prince Rupert to§ 
| Alberta, $17,000,000.

British Columbia roads were as! 
■good as they could be made with! 
[the money available, the Minister of I 
[Public Works declared, in conclu-[ 
|sion.

The House recessed at 5:47 p.m., 
■until 8:30 p.m., for its last working| 
[sitting.

GIFT FOR TROOPS 
Outside of the Legislature, Hon.[ 

[John Hart announced that the Pro-[ 
[vincial Government had made pro-[ 
[vision for the gift of 150,000 clga-| 
[rettes to British Colqumbia men| 
[serving with the colors in Great| 
[Britain on Christmas Day. The dis-| 
[tribution will be effected through! 
[w. A. McAdam, Acting Agent-Gen-:
Ieral in London for the Province.

Resuming after the supper recess, | 
[the House gave third readings, and! 
[enactment, subject to assent, to four! 
[bills in four minutes. These were| 
[the Teachers’ Pensions Act, Mental[ 
| Hospitals Act, Medical Act, and| 
■Trustees Act.

With consent, the Administrate 
(reopened the Motor Vehicle Act 1 

second bill, taking it through all] 
(five stages in one minute. The meas-f 

î provides that east of the Cascade! 
[range, where early snow blocks high-| 
| ways, motorists may turn in theii 
"car licence plates an"' *
| of from one-sixth to one-third of t 
amount of the fee. : ‘

With its order 
i the 1

w of fei
grain rates was withdrawn, because! 
the committees had finished work| 
for the session. That left the order| 
[paper blank.

FRIENDLY EXCHANGE
Premier Pattullo thanked the[ 

House for co-operation in final stages[ 
|of the session, and announced pro-| 
rogation had been arranged for 11:001 
o’clock today. Mr. Maitland, asofll 
cial leader of the Opposition, ref 
[sponded.

"I realize this is the end of the I 
session, and probably the end of this [ 
Parliament. We hear criticism of g 
this and of every other Parliament! 
on occasion; but I want to say that! 
this is my ninth session, and it isg 
not always easy. I will leave this[ 
session only to carry with me memo- [ 
ries of men who have measured up! 
to the highest standards of which! 
men in public life are capable,” Mr.I 
Maitland declared. The House ap-[ 
tplauded.

Premier Pattullo called the last| 
motion to adjourn, the House rising| 
at 8:59 p.m., until 10:45 a.m. today,[ 
when prorogation will follow.
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OFFICIAL GAMBLING

In the session of the British Columbia Legisia- ; 
^..iture just ended, the Government refused to give;? 

gjpjthe House a progress report on the oil-boring ;, 
r experiments in which It Is engaged at Commotion it 

Si ..Creek. For the first year’s work, a sum of $250,0001 
■was appropriated, and probably most of this sum}

‘ has already been spent. The Minister of Mines] 
says It Is not likely that the Government will 

jiAlnd oil In the first hole bored, or even If It should il 
gp* find oil if that will prove the value of a new field.t| 

' From this admission, the query arises as to what, 
likelihood there Is of oil being found In a second, 1 

^ ja third or a fourth hole, or if, were it eventually;
( .found, the value of any new field will be demon-' 

f'ikr' jetrated.
The fact Is that the Government has embarked 

a gambling venture. It may find oil, and 
kaln it may not. If it does not, then money 

| of the taxpayers, in progressively lncreasling 
I amounts, will have been lost. The Government 
has not the faintest Idea what are the odds 
against or for Its striking oil. It has given the 
Legislature no assurance of any limit to this un
certain venture. What it has done Is to inaugu
rate hole-boring activities as an Industry to which 
it has committed the Province, and that means 
the Province’s taxpayers, without any limitations 
that have yet been set.

It would be an excellent thing to discover oil, 1 
but only if it Is found in commercial quantities, i 
which will repay the money expended and assure} 
a steady income for the Provincial Treasury. : 
Optimism is an inherent ingredient of gambling, f 
and that is exactly the quality that the Govern-| 
ment has infused into Its activities at Commotion I 
Creek. It is quite another matter if speculation 
on possibilities forms any part of true govern-} 
ment. Authorities,’if they are to justify the con-} 
fldence reposed in them, should deal with facts,, 
figures and certainties. They are handling money | 
that is not their own, money that is a public!: 
trust. Where they are spending it in gambling} 
on the possibility that oil may be discovered ini 
this, that or the other district of their jurisdiction,} 
they are speculating, just as much as if indulging } 
in the game of- margins on the stock exchange} 
or placing a bet on a horse race. In the latter two 
cases the custom is for those gambling to do so 
with their own money.

Note and Comment
By SANDHAM GRAVES

There, then, It Is over. The un
crowded corridors have made way 
for Mr. Speaker for the last time 
this year. The bell-push on the 
dais, which set up a clamor in every 
lobby and every committee room, 
has signalled its tardy summons for 
the last time. Prayers, each day 
reaching to new lengths as the 
hopelessness of saving recalcitrant 
Members became more apparent, 
have been uttered for the last time. 
For the last time the House has 
risen to its feet for Mr. Speaker, 
and Mr. Speaker has bowed in a 
sober and dignified fashion, from 
the waist up, for the last time in 
reply. The fifth session of the 
Nineteenth Parliament of British 
Columbia has passed into whatever 
niche history may have warmed 
for it.

Of course, the session is over. I 
and yet, it is to be questioned if a! 
session ever ends. Honorable Mem-fi 
bers on the right of Mr. Speaker, no! 
less honorable Members in front of! 
Mr. Speaker, and equally honorable | 
Members on the left of Mr. Speaker, | 
are going home with an experience I 
shared in common in most difficult I 
days. That most illusive, but pene-l 
trating, quality of any human! 
assembly, its corporate entity, flared! 
for a moment into life, became real! 
and energizing, dimmed and went! 
out. While its flame was alive,! 
forty-eight men and women saw I 
things in common, and saw them! 
whole. There, for a moment, lived | 
the real mind of British Columbia,£ 
and it is a healthy, clean mind. But! 
you could not tell that from the! 
public prints, unless you knew where | 
and how to look.

For instance, where was it saidB 
that young Mr. Winch captured the I 
imagination and the full attention 1 
of the House for a clear-cut, objec-| 
tive analysis of the pressure points! 
in the administration of the Work-1 
men’s Compensation Act? Point, if I 
you can, to a just estimate of the! 
incision made in the hearts of the! 
House by the elder Mr. Winch's! 
annual review of mental institutions,! 
of nurses in training, of bears ini 
captivity; or, most of all, the House’s! 
alarm when the eldest Member by! 
years paused in his speech, mopped! 
the swelling beads of perspiration! 
from his forehead, and was lead out! 
in what to him was the crowning! 
disappointment of twelve months.! 
In forty-seven places the House! 
mentally mopped its forehead and! 
suffered; until it was known thatf 
the oldest Member was out of! 
danger.

Picture, if you can, the delightl 
of the House when its newest! 
Member, “Manny’’ McGeer, turned! 
out to have borrowed the exact! 
voice of an illustrious kinsman,! 
"Gerry” McGeer, one of the few! 
natural orators that the 
Assembly has ever known. Thpl 
words and the music are there, and ! 
the oratory will come later, the! 
House told itself, smiling. Sense, If I 
you may, the pride of the House in I 
the second speech of young Mr. I 
McGrath; as clipped, as fresh, as I 
business-like, and as genuine as I 
anything the younger generation 1 
has to offer. The House was listen- J 
ing to the voice of tomorrow.

Regard Lieut.-Col. Macintosh, ofl 
I the P.P.CJj.I., in uniform for his I 
Dsecond war; charging all benches! 
j single-handed, without a —“ : M 

in his

uttered, bltten-off remarks. Wist- j 
fully and poignantly the House 
thought of a fine baritone voice 
raised in the lilting "Road to the 
Isles.” Behold Captain J. D. Hunter, 
in uniform, charging on Ottawa in 
swift and raging defence of the 
Liberal Administration’s tuberculosis 
prevention programme; with fine 
words of praise for its originator, 
the House’s scholar, Hon. Dr. G. M. 
Weir.

Look yet a little closer, the House 
has lost itself. It is following Sam 
Guthrie down into the coal mines 
of British Columbia, along the slop
ing tunnels, up again, grimy and 
tired, into the wash houses; forty- 
eight miners in a double row. Watch 
the hour-long, angry battle between 
two men with weak hearts. Don’t 
you think the House suffered there?
It did. See a distinguished and 
likeable personage nod, and droop, 
and bow ever so slightly to 
Morpheus, even while that which he 
was most proud to hear was being 
uttered. The House smiled at that, 
chuckling in understanding affec-| 
tion and sympathy. This was 
body whole, with human feeling.

Watch the Leader of the Opposi-| 
tion draft a clause for the Govern
ment’s bill in the temporary ab
sence, for the most romantic of alia 
reasons, of the chief law officer of! 
the Crown. The House chuckled at! 
that. It even forgave the Leaden” 
of the Opposition for compliments^ 
in the House and brickbats on thq 
hustings. Strange that so large 
body, and so widely separated in its 
parts, should attain to a common! 
mind at all. And yet time andg 
again it did. It is ridiculous, un
likely, preposterous, and not for one ! 
momei\t to be credited; and yeti 
forty-elqht Members did have a I 
commorVymlnd, and they reached it I 
—of alt improbable avenues— | 
through ttheir hearts. In such!
moments, rare enough if the truth!

i the House lived and!
, corporate entity.! 

There, if yiu will examine it closely,g 
is democracy's brightest flower. Letf 
history retord the Acts; I 
treasure th| flower!



FOR SESSION
Fifth Assembly of Nineteenth! 

Legislature Dismissed by 
Hon. E. W. Hamber

In a wartime setting, the fifth 
session of the Nineteenth Legis- j 
lative Assembly of British Colum
bia was prorogued at 11:10 a.m. yes
terday by Hon. Eric W. Hamber, the 
Lieutenant - Governor. Fifty-nine I 
bills passed into law, and the grant I 
of supply to the Crown in the sum I 
of $30,991,000 was acknowledged be-j 
fore the House rose to sing the Na-1 
tional Anthem, ending the session j 
commenced on October 29.

In the final sitting, the admin-1 
istration opened the Coquitlam Re
funding Bill, to insert minor I 
changes in wording which became! 
law two minutes later. War and! 
other decorations on the coats of I 
Members, and bouquets of roses fori 
three lady Members in the House,| 
marked the closing. Waiting for 
His Honor, the House sang “There'll| 
Always E An England" in concer 
tempo with the assistance of Arthu 
Jackman, soloist.

SPEECH FROM THRONE
Reading the Speech from 

Throne, His Honor said :
“In closing this, the fifth session 

of the Nineteenth Parliament, I de-| 
sire to express appreciation of 
attention which you have given 
the numerous matters submitted for 
your consideration. It is gratify 
that the financial position of thel 
province has continued to improve,! 
and that the budget for the current! 
year is completely balanced, includ-[ 
ing the cost of unemployment re-j 
lief and sinking funds.

“The Teachers' Pensions Act will I 
be appreciated by the teaching pro-[ 
fession and will place the fundi 
under the act in an actuariaUyl 
sound position. The Special As-1 
sistance to the Cost of Education ( 
Act will be welcomed by the muni-1 
cipalities afid various school dis
tricts, and is a step in the direction I 
of relief of taxation upon land fori 
educational purposes. These, and! 
other measures should be of public | 
benefit.

“I thank you for the supplies sol 
generously granted for the public I 
service. It is the hope of all of us 
that before another year shall have j 
passed, the Empire and Allies and I 
all assisting shall have vanquished 
tiie enemy so that peace may again [ 
prevail. In relieving you of your 
labors, I trust that the blessing of 
Divine Providence may accompany 
you to your respective homes," His 
Honor told.

Brigadier J. Sutherland Brown, I 
Lieut.-CoL Hugh Allan, aides, and 
A. M. D. Fairbaim, the private sec
retary, attended Lieutenant-Gover
nor Hamber in the House.

LEGISLATION RATIFIED
Formal assent was given to all I 

acts, save the Supply Act, which thel 
House initiates. The list included 
amendments to the Weekly Half-1 
Holiday, Land, Fraser Bridge, Dyk
ing Adjustment, Simms Drainage, 
Municipal Affairs, Trade Licences, I 
Apprenticeship, Evidence, Legal 
Professions, Public Utilities, Public I 
Libraries, Fruit and Honey, Public!

prs’ and Purchasers'
I Vancouver Enabling, Land Registry,! 
iFire Marshal, Water, Police and! 
I Prison Regulation, Village Munici-1 
I palities, Municipal Elections, Muni-1 
I cipal, Forest, Health, Commodities I 
I Minimum Loss, Coal Mines Régula-1 
I tion, Vancouver Incorporation, Mo-1 

■ tor Vehicle, Greater Vancouver] 
I Water, Parents' Maintenance, Poll] 
|Tax, Medical, Vancouver Joint] 
| Drainage, Fisheries, Provincial Elec-] 
j tions, Succession Duty, Trustee,] 
| Home for Aged, Summary Convie-1 
] tions, and Motor Vehicle (second] 
I bill) Acts.

New measures initiated included] 
| the Nanaimo Civic Arena, Poultry] 
| Products, Change of Name„Endow-| 
| ment Lands, Superannuation, Wool] 
I Grading, Hog Grading, Nicola] 
I Claims Reinstatement, Burnaby Re- ; 
| funding, Tulk Estate, Licence Revo- 
| cation, Securities’ Custody, Coquit-1 
| lam Refunding, Mental Hospitals,
| Teachers' Pensions, and Special As- 
] sistance in the Cost of Education] 
1 Acts.

At 11:15 a.m. the proceedings] 
| were over, the battle of sessional 
I papers being omitted out of defer-] 
| ence to wartime days.





What Price 
Tourist Trade?

Vancouver Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 2.— The De

partment of Trade and Industry 
has never attempted to place a 
“dollars and cents” value on the 
tourist trade to British Colum
bia, Hon. W. J. Asselstine, Min
ister, told the B.C. Legislature, 
Friday, when his departmental 
estimates were being considered.

“We do not know, anyway, 
just how much money the 
tourists do bring in; all we can 
say is that, as a result of a 
greater flow of tourists, there 
is greater business activity,” 
he added.
He was answering digs made: 

by Mayor Telford regarding the 
value of his department as a 
getter of trade and tourists.

The Mayor had suggested that 
his work duplicated that of the | 
Federal Department of Trade 
and Commerce.

Mr. Asselstine disagreed.
On the contrary, he said, the 

provincial department, by co
operating with the federal De
partment and its trade- com
missioners and tourist bureau, 
had In view the bringing here of 
a greater share of the general 

touristCanadian trade 
travel.

Harold E. Winch, CCF leader, 
discussing the B.C. Travel 
Bureau vote of $146,595, did his 
best to have the House cut $25,-
000 of the advertising appropria
tion. He failed.
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CCF Raps 'Undue' Prosecutions 
Under Defense Legislation!

Lively Debate in House 
Over 'Subversive'Tracts

By Son Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—A hot CCF attack on prosecutions I 
for possession of allegedly subversive literature, and an equal-1 
ly hot demand by Conservative leader Hon. R. L. Maitland, 
for more stringent measures against such literature, fea-1 
tured the Monday night sitting of the British Columbia legis- 

I lature.
Sam Guthrie, C.C.F., Cowichan-1 

I Newcastle, started the fight) 
8 when he rose to query a supple- F 
8 mentary vote in the estimates of | 
l $95,000 for special constables.

“Are these specials to be 
used to raid people’s homes to 
see if they have literature?” 
he demanded. “During the last 
election the C.C.F. used John 
Strachey’s ‘Why You Should 
Be a Socialist’ as a pamphlet. 
Will this render us liable to 

. penalties if they are in our 
homes?”

SPECIALS NOT USED 
Attorney-General Wismer said I 

specials are not used for such I 
work. In any case, he said, V 
search for subversive literature I 
is directed by the RCMP and the! 
only literature banned is that de-1 
signaled under Defense of Can-f 
ada Regulations.

H. G. T. Perry, Liberal, Fort I 
George, said that a 32-page book-f 

j let had recently appeared ong 
every doorstep in Prince George. [ 

’This booklet had nothing to| 
Ido with the establishment of I 
Socialism,” he said. “But it was! 
anti-Canadian and against the! 
War. I believe the government! 
should stop it.”

' Mr. Maitland jumped Into 
the fray at this point.
„“I don’t like any law which 

permits arrest without war
rant, or denies habeas corpus,” 
he confessed. “But we are at 
war, and it is the government’s 
responsibility to keep up the 
morale of the people.

“GO THE LIMIT”
“I have no sympathy with] 

[these people who are caught] 
ddling this sort of stuff. l| 

would like to see the Dominion g 
Government go the limit to stop!
' i distribution.”

“The objection we are mak- 
! Ing,” ’put in Colin Cameron, 

CCF, Comox, “is that the 
pamphlets which are being 
stopped are those which every 

sd person should have

I »iMr, Guthrie added that he 
dtif Hot think the state is In 
any danger from Jehovah’s 
Witnesses (a bannçd organisa- 

1 Won).
-“We are supposed to be fight-1 
n£ fbr democracy,” he went on. I 
Yet the biggest Fascist in B. C, I 

^Hartnell, is allowed to go I

“Make your complaint to I 
Dttawa,” Mr. Wismer said weari-1 
y. “I know all about Hartnell. I 
He served his three months’ sen- " 

e, and Ottawa has not ac

Home Rule for 
[{Burnaby Soon

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—It will bel 
I two or three years yet before the I 
I municipality of Burnaby can go | 
I back to an elective council and! 
I school board despite the plan tol 
I resume paying interest on its I 
I debt through a refunding J 
I scheme.

Hon. A. Wells Gray, Minister I 
I of Municipal Affairs, made this 3 
I announcement in the Legislature I 
I Monday when Mrs. H. D. Smith, V 
I Liberal, Burrard, and E. E. I 
I Winch, C.C.F., Burnaby, said I 
I they would like to see the elect-1 
live system restored for the I 
| area, now governed by commis-1 
| sion.

LANDS ‘ARBITRATOR’
VICTORIA—Hon. R. L. Malt-1 

I land, K.C., Conservative leader, I 
I succeeded in the B. C. Legisla-1 
I ture, Monday, in getting the gov- 
I emment to withhold for redraft-1 
I ing, legislation which would I 
I have given power to the Minister I 
] of Lands to decide arbitrarily I 
I which of two rival bidders for I 
I forest lands was entitled to pur- [ 
I chase or lease.

No Votes for Orientals, 
Whether in Army or Not

{Soldier Vote 
Plans Hit Snag

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — Misgiv-| 

I ings over many matters struck I 
the Special Elections Act Com-| 

I mittee of the British Columbia | 
I Legislature Tuesday. It learned | 
J with dismay that the govern-1 
I ment will not permit it to sit I 
j next January to approve legu-l 
I lations for taking the soldier | 
| vote in provincial elections.

The committee was told by its I 
I chairman, W. T. Straith (Lib., I 
I Victoria) that Mr. Pattullo in-[ 
J slsts that it get its work done |
I before the Legislature prorogues I 
J at the end of the week. The | 
I committee thinks it will not have |
| sufficient time.

Straith pointed out that the I 
I committee dies as soon as the I 
J House is prorogued and will J 
a have no power to sit again

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Orientals 
I in uniform will not get a vote at 
j the next provincial election, 
j Neither will any other aliens,
I despite the fact they may be 
I wearing the King’s colors.

The special elections commit- 
I tee of the Legislature decided 
the point today in approving a 
draft bill for the absentee serv- 

I ice vote for presentation to the] 
I House.

It provides that those in the] 
I service entitled to vote will be 
any man, or woman, who could I 
vote in an ordinary civil way— 
with the exception that minors 
in uniform will have the fran- 

| chise.
The draft bill now provides a| 

I dual system for the service vote. 
Those stationed within the] 
province will cast ballots undei 
the regular absentee system, and| 
will have to register on the vot- 

I ers* lists first.
Men stationed in other parts]

I of Canada and in Britain wf 
vote under a system similar t< 
that used in the Dominion gei 

I eral election in March.
The bill leaves it up to the!

I government to make the detailed 
j regulations to fit circumstances 
| at the time of the election.

['Permissive' Blood 
Tests for Mothers

VICTORIA, Dec. 3. —Blood! 
I tests for pregnant women, tol 
| guard their unborn children j 
I against possible infection from] 

venereal disease, were accepted a 
by the B.C. Legislature, Monday I 
night, but only as a permissive g 

I law.
Thus the Legislature accepted |

| a proposal of Mrs. Laura E.f 
Jamieson, C.C.F., Vancouver | 

| Centre.
Mrs. Jamieson had wished I 

I to make the tests mandatory, f 
| but it was explained by Hon. G.l

M. Weir that with 12,000 preg-l 
nancy cases each year, the tests I 
would run into many thousands I 
of dollars. Mrs. Jamieson agreed I 
to make the tests permissive | 
only.

I Lord Croft 
Denies Charge 
Of Fascism

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 3—From far-l 

| off London, today, Lord Croft,] 
I Britain’s under-secretary fo:
I war, heatedly denied charges] 
j made in the British Columbia 

Legislature, a few days ago, that]
| he is a supporter of Fasclsi

His lordship, the former Sir]
I Henry Page • Croft, whose 
I schemes for assisted British set-1 
1 tlement made news in British] 
I Columbia two years ago, has] 
j sent a telegram to G. M. Mur-| 
J ray (Lib., Lillooet), who defend-r 
I ed him in the Legislature against| 
I an attack delivered by Colin] 
I Cameron (CCF, Comox).

Lord Croft’s telegram, handed! 
| to the press by Mr. Murray, fol-f 
I lows:

“Grateful your intervention.]
I Charge about my support of Fas-1 
I cism grotesque, Have opposed | 
I and detested all totalitarian! 
| forms of government from start] 
j as enemies of democracy and I 
I leading inevitably to war. Have] 
I never been the agent of any for-] 
] eign government, and in Spanish] 
I war fought strenuously against] 
I intervention and opposed sup-]
I plies to either side. Cameron’s] 
I suggestions that I was in charge]
I of purchases of any foreign coun-1 
try in Great Britain as insulting] 
as false. Thanks to policy of] 

I British Government, Spain al-f 
most alone amongst the nations I 
of Europe has to date resisted I 
Nazi tutelage. If these libels I 
repeated outside Legislature] 
would be glad to be informed, r 

! Grateful if denial can be con-]
I veyed to press.”
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House Acts to Curb Use .'fl Feed Freight
Of Retail 'Loss-Leaders' §f Protested by

Farm MLA's
By San Staff Beportrr

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Further amendments to the Com- * 
modifies Minimum Loss Act, to circumvent “loss-leaders” in 
retailing, were introduced into the B.C. Legislature Monday 
night by Mrs. H. D. Smith, Lib., Burrard. The bill received 
second reading, with the House approving it in principle; it 
was indicated, however, it will be debated more critically in 
committee stage, probably today.

-------------TfSTg,

Eveloped. He advocate___
ducers, the department . 

„riculture and the departing 
C trade and industry must woi 
i a unit to attain this end.

The main change proposed in 
the bill is the establishment of a 
formula to determine what shall 
be known as the wholesale price 
for any article. The original act, 
passed in 1937, stated that the 
selling price of retail goods shall 
be not less than five per cent 
above the-wholesale price. Mrs. 
Smith, supported by Attorney- 
General Wismer, explained that 
this formula was unworkable, as 
certain retailers were able to 
evade it. In future, if the bill 
passes, the lowest price offered 
by wholesalers to the trade gen
erally shall form the basis for 
computation of the retail price. 
SUPPORTED BY HOUSEWIVES 

Conservative leader R. L. 
Maitland, though he agreed some 
form of control is necessary in 
retailing, attacked the bill as an
other instance of excessive inter
ference with business. Mrs. D. G. 
Steeves, CCF, North Vancouver, 
supported the bill, however. She 
stated that housewives supported 
it generally.

One section will compel a re
tailer, whenever he advertises a 
reduction in the price of an 
article, to specify at what par
ticular time the former price pre
vailed. Another gives power to 
the government to establish 
names to designate the different 
cuts of butcher meat and prohib
its butchers from using any 
other names for such cuts.

Amendments to the Fisheries 
Act, introduced by Hon. G. S. 
Pearson, minister of labor, will 
fulfill the desires of independent 
fishermen on the coast, who last 
week asked the fisheries commit
tee of the Legislature to include 
trollers under arbitration sec
tions of this act. Mr. Pearson’s 
bill will include only blueback 
trollers, but it meets the fisher
men’s desires in another direc 
tion by advancing from May 1 
to April 1 the time for commenc
ing arbitration proceedings be
tween fishermen and canners re- 

| garding prices and conditions.
E. E. Winch, CCF, Burnaby,

I has introduced an amedment to 
I the Health Act, defining the| 

minimum requirements "for ac
ceptable electric hearing aids.”

| MEDICAL ACT CHANGES 
Colin Cameron, CCF, Comox,

I offered a minor amendment to 
; the Dentistry Act, striking out 
| from thé definition of a dentist 

such persons as make repairs to 
I dentures. It was thrown out on 
| second reading.

Attorney-General Wismer] 
ht in a bill making 27 

nts to the Medical Act. 
t of them relate to the in 

workings of the medical

f the amendments make: 
Me for the council t 
i medical man whom i 

* b certified

[on. "y Wefls Gray 
in two bills affecting Vancouver.! 
One was to make the position ofg 
E. A. Cleveland, chairman of the! 
Greater Vancouver Water Boards 
and chief commissioner of theg 
Vancouver and Disfricts Joint! 
Sewerage Board, dependent 
the pleasure of noth boar 
rather than subject to retirement! 
age, The intent of the_leg_isja-l 
tion is .to secure Mr. Cleveland’s! 
services for some time to come.

The other bill is to enable theg 
Sewerage Board to lefund itsg 
debt.
COQUITLAM TO REFUND

Debenture debt of the district] 
of Coquitlam will be refund- 
under another bill brought down] 
in the House by Mr. G-ay 
minister of municipal affairs. Th 
debt amounts to S220.000, 
which $120,000 already has been] 
repurchased for the sinking, 
fund, leaving $100,000 outstand
ing. An amount of $30,000 in the] 
sinking fund will b? paid out to] 
bondholders April 30 next, an< 
the balance in semiannual in-| 
stalments of $2448 over a period] 
of 20 years.

Victoria Votes 
$29,907,207 'Supply'

VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — Final 
passage was achieved, Monday 
night, by Hon. John Hart of a 
supply vote for 1941-42 totalling 
$29,947,207.

Consideration of estimates 
has dragged on since early last 
week. The annual supply bill, 
covering these sums, is expect
ed to be brought down in the 
House, Tuesday, by the Minis
ter.
In addition to the 1941-42 sup

ply, the House gave the Treasury 
its approval for $814,941 in sup
plementary estimates for the fis
cal year 1940-41.

This, added to the $29,268,790 
voted in the 1939 session, brings 
estimated expenditures for the 
current fiscal year to $30,083,732.

By Sun Stuff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — Farmer 

members of the British Columbia | 
Legislature today expressed 
helpless anger today over the 
ui)lalmess ol a freight rate struc- 
ture which compels them to paygg
high rates tor feed grains foi
their stock. —

“The railways have a strangle-™ 
hold on this country and they] 
arc using it," complained L. H 
Eyres (Cons., Chilliwack), as^ 
the agricultural committee ot| 
the House discussed their prob 
lems with J. B. Munro, Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture, and| 
other officials of that depart
ment.

Certain amount of hope was 
handed to the committee by 
Munro. He said the railways 
have opposed putting grades one.n 
two and three of wheat under 
the feed rate, but that it is pos-| 
sible that when he goes to Ot
tawa later this month to conter 
with Dominion Department ot 
Agriculture officials, the matter 
may be taken up again.

As an example ot the anomo- 
lies in the rate structure, Mr. 
Munro cited the fact that the 
rate on feed shipped from Me- 
Leod, Alberta, to the coast is 30 
cents a hundred, the same rate 
applies from Edmonton. But 
from Creston and Vanderhoot 
the rate is 32% cents although 
the distance is 100 miles shorter. 
Mi. MART LOST

Capt. C. R. Bull (Lib., South 
Okanagan) said it costs 45 cents 
a hundred to ship Okanagan 
apples to the domestic market, 
but only 35 cents ter shipments 
destined tor export.

J. A. Paton (Cons., Point 
Grey) wanted to know what the 
Okanagan is going to do now 
that the United Kingdom market 
has been closed to fresh apples.

“We have increased shipments 
to the United States tremendous
ly," Capt. Bull said. “Egypt and 
some other markets have been 
cut off, but the South American 
market is growing. I don’t really 
know how we are going to re
place United Kingdom, but I 
leave that to our marketing 
agency. They know their busi
ness.”

Mr. Paton insisted that the 
apple growers must pay more at
tention to processing. He said he 
understood that a process has 
been developed In the Okanagan 
to render apples Into paste, and 
this, he thought, should be stud
ied thoroughly.
URGES DUMPING 

“But if you process too much 
you hurt your market for next 
year,” objected Frank Putnam. 
“Personally I believe In dumping.,, 
For instance, every year, Just be-1] 
lore the McIntosh apples come 
on the market, Wealthles go 
down In price and ruin the mar
ket lor the McIntosh. The re
mainder of the Wealthles should 
be dumped. It Is the only way 
the price can be kept up.'*

New B.C. 'Control'
| Act Blitzkrieged

By San Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — Powei 
to control fishing and hunt! 
lodges in the province are sought] 
by the government in amen' 
ments to the Game Act which 
were steered half-way through 
committee stage in the B. C» 
Legislature, Monday, by Attoi 
ney-General Wismer.

Mr. Wismer said the powers ] 
are necessary particularly in 
the case of fishing lodges as 
it is possible that there might | 
be too many lodges in a single 
area, with consequent "fishing | 
out” of lakes and streams.
Private members, Liberal as] 

well as opposition, attacked the 
amendment.

H. G. T. Perry, Lib., Fort| 
George, called “dangerous” th 
power to refuse or cancel licen 
given to the government.

Mr. Wismer then promised he] 
would make the cancellation, 
“subject to the Lieutenant Gov*l 
emor in Council.

This did not satisfy Hon. R.l 
L. Maitland, Conservative! 
leader.

The amendments will be con-| 
sidered again later.

'Idiotic to Me'
VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — The| 

charge that there is “hypocrisy 
In the prosecutions against hos
pital sweepstakes was uttered 
in the B. C. Legislature, Monday, 
by Tom Uphill, Labor, Fertile.

"Who is responsible for stop
ping the hospital sweep we had 
at Femie?” he challenged.

Premier Pattullo asserted it 
la a matter of criminal law.

"That looks idiotic to me,” Mr.l 
Uphill replied. "Couldn’t wel 
tell the Attorney-General to askl 
his police to have some horse | 
sense?”
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(EDITORIAL)

Our Gestapo for the Aged
It takes a reform, even the smallest, to bring out 

some ghastly truth of everyday life of which we should 
be ashamed—and would be if it were generally realized. 
When you strip away the glamor and tinsel from this 
thing we call civilization, you find cheap and shameful 
things beneath the veneer.

Thus, the learned Legislature has just made a 
change in the regulations for administering the Old Ago 
Pension. You are asked to think of the full implications 
of the two sentences which immediately follow.

Before the amendment, parents over 70 claiming 
old age pension had too often to go into court and sue 
their own children if the authorities believed those chil
dren could support them.

Since the amendment, the Workmen’s Compensa
tion will do the suing if the simpler procedure of securing 
affidavits does not suffice.

Think of that, in this year of our Lord, 1940! Up 
until now, aged fathers and mothers who wished to go 
on living, had not simply to prove that they were 70 and 
qualified by citizenship for the privileges of citizens. 
They had. in many cases, to drag their family affairs 
through the eourts in order to prove they should have 
the $20 a month which masquerades under the name of 
Old Age Pension.

It was a legalized blackmail which many people 
could not and would not face. The result often was that 
men and women raising their own families, made their 
own children do without the education or other neces
sities their parents had dreamed of for them so that 
those parents could in turn support an older generation. 
All this rather than face the public humiliation of 
appearing to refuse such help.

This callous, brutal and hypocritical approach to 
what is really a social and economic obligation has been 
an accepted phase of our democracy. Sven where 
families mutually agreed to undergo such humiliation 
for what they believed to be their rights, the resulting 
wounds left scars that were never to be erased.

Now the Workmen’s Compensation Board can take 
the initiative. The form is changed; the principle 
remains the same.

The principle is this: Old people at the age of 70 
are suspect in the eyes of the law, if they claim the 
privileges which the law affords. It is not enough to 
prove that they are 70, that they have lived in Canada 
a certain number of years and should therefore be auto
matically entitled to collect the annuities which their ' 
service to the country earned for them. They must 
prove to a supercilious democracy that they are in 
desperate straits.

They are, in fact, forced to show cause why they 
should not be officially allowed to starve to death.
It is as callous as that, this pension set-up in Canada.

They are more kindly in Britain, and yet you do 
not hear of the system being abused. And as for parents 
suing children, that monstrous machinery is not needed 
as a prelude to getting the pension. It is paid when ap
plied for and proof of age submitted by the old people.

At the very least, you would expect this enlightened 
country to pay them the pension similarly when 
they reach the age of 70 and apply for it, to withdraw it 
later if legally proved that the pension is not needed.

But we have not reached even that stage of trust 
yet. Suspicion is still the keynote of our social laws. 
Well, we have got to change all that. We have got to 
realize that suspicion begets suspicion, that honor 
begets honor, that the rights of a man and woman do 
not dissolve and vanish when they are no longer able 
to work.

Once that truth is understood, we shall as a nation 
go ahead to remove the shame and stigma from our 
treatment of the aged. We shall call off the gestapo 
from their enforced and ignominious spying and 
probing into the lives of old men and women.

More Powers 
In Poultry Act 
Meet Protest

By San SUff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—LiberalJ 

members joined with Conservai 
tive and CCF members, Monday»! 
in the B. C. Legislature, in shock-1 
ed protests against new powers! 
the government seeks in the] 
Poultry and Poultry Products 
Act and in amendments to the) 
Game Act.

“A trend to totalitarian legis 
lation” was the term H. El 
Winch, CCF leader, used to char-1 
acterize provisions of the Poull 
try Act which, in effect, require] 
vendors, shippers and processors 
of poultry products to be severe 
ly regulated by the government! 
Hon. K. C. MacDonald, minister 
of agriculture, explained the act 
is to make B. C. legislation con
form with that of the Dominion; 
many members, however, felt 
the legislation weighed too heav
ily “on the small man” and pro’ 
vents a farmer fronVselling ond 
of his own chickens to a friend.fi

“It is only for the trade,” in-J 
sisted Dr. MacDonald.

“The fact remains that under) 
other acts passed so far you can’t) 
even give away a sack of pota-1 
toes. There is getting to be aj 
feeling the enforcement of these! 
acts goes too far,” Mr. Winch] 
said.

Mayor Carries ■ 
Civic 'S.O.S/
To Victoria

The plight of the city of Van
couver, which has just had the 
assessed value of taxable prop
erty dropped by $1,522,234, was 
to be brought before the pro
vincial legislature this afternoon 
by Mayor Telford, M.L.A.

The Mayor flew to the cap
ital Immediately following a 
special meeting of City Coun
cil this morning, taking with 
him instructions from the coun
cil to press for restoration of 
some or all of the grants which 
the city formerly enjoyed but 
which have been cut off or re
duced in the past few years. 
These grants include revenues) 

from the pari-mutuels, liquor1 
; licenses and amusement tax. 
COMPENSATORY MEASURE 

In a written statement from] 
the mayor, read at the opening 
of the council, he pointed oui 
that if the government refuses 
to help, by restoration of grants, 
“we must be prepared to readjust) 
our mill-rate to compensate for 
the assessment drop.”.

“This need not necessarily 
result in an Increase in the 
total amount of taxation,” the 
mayor added, “but it will mean 
lifting the mill-rate to the last 
notch, a thing we have been 

' S»

by Frank Jones,! 
city comptroller, which aldermen! 
had before them at today's] 
special meeting, indicated a drop] 
in civic revenues of $75,600 as I 
the result of the Assessment! 
Commission action in cutting | 
assessments.
«SERIOUS POSITION'

Earlier figures had indicated 
that the revenue loss would be 
as high as $104,000, but this did 
not take into consideration the 
fact that $1,007,550 worth of 
property from the 1937-38 tax 
sales were removed from the 
taxable rolls. This year only 
$223,480 worth of tax-sale 
property was included.

“The recent drop in assess-1 
ment brings to our attention 1 
very forcibly the seriousness 

of our present financial posi
tion,” the Mayor’s written 
statement announced to alder
men.
He pointed out that the dtj 

charter is controlled by the leg] 
islature, which restricts the civ 
powers and controls civic grantj 
At the same time, he said, 
province is taking from Vancou] 
ver citizens large amounts 
provincial taxation,

“As you know, our assessment! 
are beyond our control. The i 
sessment commissioners have 
complete power and authority 1 
fix the value of property for i 
sessment purposes,” said 
mayor. He pointed out that 1 
major burden of civic taxatlo 
must fall on property*
«ECONOMIC BURDEN*

“On the other hand,” he said, 
“we have our citizens pressing 
for relief .from a severity of 
taxation that is proving to be,
In many instances, confisca
tory, while in others it is a 
serious economic burden.”
The mayor added that the dtj 

has certain fixed charges that) 
are statutory, and that other) 
costs, such as educational, police! 
and fire, have to be met, though] 
the city has very limited conti 
over them.

“We have services that have al-| 
ready been reduced to a mini-1 
mum; in fact, serious complaints! 
have been made because of in-1 
efficient or inadequate service] 
being rendered,” he said. 

Aldermen were wholeheartedly | 
I behind the Mayor in their deter-1 
I mination to press for return off 
I grants.

Vont Credit Unions
VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—There is 

work in the province lor several 
credit union organizer», 11 only 
the Legislature would vote the 
money, Attorney-General G. S. | 

Wlsmer told the B.C. Legisla
ture, Monday night, discussing I 
a supplementary estimate ol j 
$3965 lor administration ol the 
“Credit Unions Act" ‘
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I.C/s 19th Legislature Likely 
to Prorogue Friday1

Still Many Matters for 
Members to Decide

By JAMES DYER
Vancouver San Staff Writer

VICTORIA, Dec. 4—Prorogation Friday—probably Fri- 
ay morning—seems to be in order for the fifth session of 

British Columbia's 19th Legislature. It is believed that it 
nil be the Legislature’s last prorogation, and that the next 

ne a Parliament sits in these halls it will be the 20th, with 
i general election behind it. 

gBUDGET DONE WITH
The House actually might get]

I
 done much sooner if the govern
ment wished to be tough and 
rush things through. The bud
get is done with and although 
there are lots of legislation on 
he order paper and not a few 
solutions of contentious na-

J
ture, the order paper could be | 
cleared in two days.

But the government is not 
1 anxious to go to drastic meas

ures. It Is being sweetly rea- 
| sonable with the Opposition 

and with, its own private mem- 
| hers, who still have a lot of 
| things to talk about. Delate 

on various bills is free and de
bate will l>e freer still when 
the road Issue is debated as it 

I will be today, In all probability 
I —with Mr. Pattullo's kind per

mission.
How sweetly reasonable the | 

government is just now is evi*
[denced by the fact that ministers 
Iwithdrew contentions sections 

om two bills during Tuesday 
ifternoon.

TIONS WITHDRAWN 
| In the bill covering amend- 

nents to the Land Act, for ex-

(
ample, two sections which would 
have given power to the Minister 
of Lands to settle claims between 
rival applicants for the same 
tract of forest land, were with
drawn by Hon. A. Wells Gray] 
because Hon. R. L. Maitland,
K.C., Conservative leader, had | 
objected to them.

The effect of the withdrawal 
Is to leave the settlement of 
rival claims on the basis of the 
highest tender. In the Game 
Act, the most contentious sec
tion was one giving power to 
the Government to control and 
regulate hunting and fishing 

| lodges. *•"
Both Conservative and Liberal 

| members had objected to this 
etion as being discriminatory

I
 against such lodges and liable 
to harm a growing industry.

Mr. Wlsmer assured members 
ere was no other intention 

i merely to prevent overfish- 
or overshooting, but, when 

embers Implored him to give 
ie section a 12-months’ hoist, 

i finally gave way.
this sweet reason* 

it Is generally as
iles the shadow of the 

provincial election.
however, re ] 

the Pc 
Act, i

rol, similar

Xicts?" Conservative and CCF 
members have hammered away 
for days at certain of its provi
sions, claiming that in effect 
they would hurt the “small man,” 
preventing a farmer from sell
ing a chicken to his neighbor. 
The bill, despite a new fusilade 
today from Messrs. Maitland and 
H. E. Winch, survived commit
tee intact and received third 
reading.

Another bill which received 
third reading, Tuesday, was 
the “Vancouver bill,” incorpor
ating the 1040 charter amend
ments, with the exception of 
the amendment seeking to give 
the city much greater licensing 
powers. This was deleted in 
private bills committee.

A very important bill was 
rushed through the House with 
great eclat by the Finance Minis
ter. This was the 1941-42 supply 
bill, providing moneys for His 
Majesty to the tune of approxi
mately $30,000,000 for the next 
fiscal yea#. With it went supple
mentary estimates for the cur
rent fiscal year of more than 
$800,000.

[Hîuy B.C/ Move 
In Legislature

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—A “Buy 

I British Columbia” campaign was 
I started in public accounts com- 
| mittee of the British Columbia 
I Legislature, today, when H. E. 
I Winch, C.C.F. leader, asked E. T. 
| Kenney, chairman, to find out fori 

him what percentage of Provin
cial Government purchases are 
of B. C. products.

Hon. R. L. Maitland, Conser< 
vative leader, backed the drive by 
suggesting that the committee 
make a recommendation to the 
Legislature that the Government 
Purchasing Agent “Buy British 
Columbia” whenever possible.

Mr. Kenney said that In some 
cases it is cheaper to buy im
ported articles, but he agreed 
with Mr. Winch that it is “better 
to pay a bit more for B.C. pro
ducts.”

Mayor Puts 
City's Case 
Before House

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—Vancou-I 

ver’s financial position hasl 
changed foX the worse owing to! 
the new assessment roll, which! 
has lopped $75,600 off its ordi-j 
nary revenue for 1941, Mayors 
Telford told the B. C. Legisla-f 
ture, Tuesday afternoon, as he 
made a vigorous plea for pro
vincial assistance for the city.

He got no promises, merely 
Mr. Pattullo’s assurance that 
“the government is fully seized 
with Vancouver’s position, as 
with that of the other munici
palities, and a statement will be 
made in due course as to the gov
ernment’s intentions.”

It is assumed that Mr. Pattullog 
referred to the proposed survey! 
of municipal affairs and the gov-l 
emment’s announced intention to! 
bring measures of municipal re-1 
lief before the next sitting of| 
the Legislature.
RAISE MILL RATE 
' Mayor Telford did get some 
advice from Herbert Anscomo, 
Conservative financial critic, 
however. Informed by the 
mayor that one mill brings in 
$200,000 in taxes in Vancouver, 
Mr. Anscomb suggested the city 
increase the mill rate by half a 
mill and gain another $100,000 
in taxes. This, he said, would 
more than cover the threatened 
$75,600 gap in revenue.

“Yes, we could do that,” agreed 
the mayor. “But it all falls on 
the homes to the extent of con 
fiscation. If we are forced to it, 
there is nothing for it but to in
crease the mill rate.”

Hon. R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con 
servative leader, pressed for a 
definite statement of govern 
ment policy on Vancouver’s 
plight, but Mr. Pattullo would 
go no further than he did.

“In other words, the answei 
is no,” Mr. Maitland said.
SCHOOL GRANT

The mayor, who spoke at the 
commencement of the afternoon 
sitting, after receiving the per
mission of the House to do so, 
said he assumed that the most 
Vancouver will get from the 
$250,000 the government is 
granting for school purposes 
next year Is $125,000.

“So that, with the $75,000 cut 
in revenues, we will be only 
$50,000 better off next year at 
most,” he said.

Mrs. Pattullo said he thought 
Vancouver will get between 
$70,000 and $75,000 out of the 
special school grant.

Patients May 
Now Demand 
Sanity Ruling

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—Patient!

I
in mental hospitals in British! 
Columbia are to have the right] 
of appeal to outside doctors to]

, rule on their sanity.
This new feature of adminis-l 
tering the mental problem is con-f 
tained in a redrafted Menta 
Hospitals Act brought down lats| 
last night in the Legislature.

The right of appeal 1* given I 
to every patient who has lieen I 
three months In a mental in- | 
stltutlon.
The government will choose i 

panel of private medical men and| 
each month will select twd 
them as the board of appeal.! 
When a patient makes an appeal] 
his case will go to the two dq< 

tors selected for that month. 
Expenses of the appeal board! 

| will be paid by the government.I 
Either the patient or an au-l 

I thorized personal representative 
I may make the appeal.

At the present time a pa
tient in a mental hospital has 
to wait until the hospital staff 
decides he may be released and 
has no way of forcing the issue.

The right of appeal has long 
been urged In the Legislature 
by E. E. Winch, C.C.F. member 
for Burnaby.
Outside of this new feature! 

the new Mental Hospitals Act! 
brings the regulations for these! 
institutions up to date, removing! 
obsolete terms and generally! 
modernizing its provisions,

'Cleared' in 
Celona Case

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—Attorney- 

General G. S. Wismer cleared 
himself to the satisfaction of the 
B.C. Legislature, Tuesday night, 
of any connection but a technical; 
one with the abortive parole, last 
July, of Joe Celona, Vancouver’s 
convicted white slaver.

Rising to reply to a motion 
of R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con
servative leader, demanding a 
return of correspondence with 
Ottawa with the Celona ease, 
Mr. Wismer said the only docu
ment he had on file in con
nection with the incident was a i 
confidential report from one of j 
the two prosecutors in the case.
“I want my Hon. friend an 

the people of the province to 
I know this: that this is my full! 

connection with the Celona! 
case,” Mr. Wismer said vehe 
mently.

Mr. Maitland recalled to the] 
House that James Sinclair, M.P 
for North Vancouver, had drawn! 
the Celona case to the attend 
of the Ottawa House in a i 
tion. He wanted to know w
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[Pension Provided for 
Every B.G TeacherJ

|$50 Minimum for All 
Grants Now Existing

By Canadian Press
VICTORIA, Dec. 4. — The I 

(Teachers’ Pension Bill intro-1 
jduced in the British Columbia! 
Legislature last night applies to! 
[every school board and all teach-1 

■ers as well as the B.C. Teachers’ 
■Federation and its permanent 
(employees.

It also is applicable to teachers 
receiving pensions under the old
feet.

Where such a pension is 
more than $50 a month, it will 
be reduced one-third in excess 

I of .$10 a month, but in no ease 
would any subsisting teacher's 
pension be reduced to less than 

I $50 per month.
Pension age for male teachers! 

■is set at 65 and for female teach-1 
|ers, 60.

The Act calls for a single life! 
■service pension of $360 annually! 
pior 20 years of service and pro f

portionatê service pensions for | 
lesser service.

An additional service pension 1 
on the single life plan of $121 
yearly for each year of service I 
over 20 years is also provided.

School boards would con
tribute seven per cent of the 
teaching payroll under their 
charge to the Teachers’ Pen
sion Fund, and the teachers 
wouftl contribute a minimum 
of four per cent.

In addition they would con
tribute one per cent to the 
sfcvieo pension fund until ac- 
turial survey determines the 
additional to be unnecessary.
The Act would come into | 

operation next January 1.

'Good Budget* Soys 
1 Premier Pattullo

VICTORIA, Dec. 4.-Premierl 
I Pattullo had little comment to-l 
I day oi} the new federal budget.!

“I think it is a good budget,"I 
[ he said. “It is on the principle 
that we must curtail our foreign! 

I purchases, with which I agvee.r 
! At the same time, we must prc*| 
' serve our internal economy.”

Aliens Must 
| Tell Change 
Of Names

By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 4. — The! 
British Columbia Legislature! 
Tuesday approved a law, pro-1 
posed by Hon. G. M. Weir J 
Provincial Secretary, which ini 
effect will compel all foreign! 
born persons who have chang-[ 
ed their names within the last! 
20 years to notify the director! 
of vital statistics of the| 
change.

Hot attack was directed! 
against the bill by Hon. R. L.| 
Maitland, K.C., Consc r v a t i v c 
leader, who said he thought that| 
it was going too far to reach 
back 20 years.

“All this has been done afterl 
consultation with the Royal! 
Canadian Mounted Police,” said! 
Dr. Weir.

“But how nre you going to 
go about this?” asked 3Ir. 
Maitland. “Are you going to | 
wait until you catch some poor 
fellow who has never heard of [

“The provision will be duly 
advertised,” I)r. Weir replied.
G. M. Murray, Lib., Lillooet,! 

asked if the bill would "stop! 
Chinese from taking good Scot-1 
tish names?”

When the House laughed up-| 
roariously, Mr. Murray declared | 
the matter a serious one.

“There is a Chinese in the 
province calling himself Joe 
Martin,” he said. “I understand 
he took a house formerly oc
cupied by the late Hon. Joseph 
Martin, a premier of this prov
ince. And because the tele
phone was in Mr. Martin’s 
name and he didn’t want to 
change it, he simply took the 
name himself.”

1940

I'Gov't Missed Chance 
| To Ease Tax Burden'

VICTORIA, Dec. 4. — British| 
I Columbia could have gone a long 

distance in this session of the! 
Legislature to ease some of the! 
burdens which will fall on the! 
taxpayers as a result of the new! 
federal budget, Hon. R. L. Mait-f 

1 land, K.C., Conservative leader,! 
j commented Tuesday.

“But apparently this is not to! 
I be so,” he added. “Next year is! 
I an election year *and obviously! 
j that is the most important thing| 

.to the Victoria government.”

99 Per Cent Loyalty Among 
B.C. Teachers, Says Weir

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—Ninety- 

nine per cent of British Colum
bia’s teachers are loyal to the 
crown and empire, Hon. G. M. 
Weir, minister of education, 
told the British Columbia legis
lature in debating a motion by 
Hon. R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con
servative leader, demanding a 
return of all correspondence 
leading to the imposition by the 
government of the oath of al
legiance upon teachers.*

The House killed the Mait
land motion after Dr. Weir had 
explained that 90 per cent of 
communications on the subject 
had been verbal, and that the 
rest were, in his view, “strict
ly confidential.”

Mr. Maitland, speaking to his 
own motion, said it was unfair 
to the loyal teachers that full 
information should not be dis
closed. If any teachers have 
committed subversive utter

ances or acts the public is en
titled to know, he said.

Dr. Weir admitted that some 
teachers had made "indiscreet 
remarks.” Whereupon Prem
ier Pattullo obâerved.

"There have even been In
discreet remarks by members 
of this House.”

Dr. W'eir asserted that*“it is 
consonant with the dignity of 
the teaching profession that j 
they should take the oath.”

In addition to indiscreet re- | 
marks by some teachers, he 
went on, there had been some I 
misunderstanding by the public 
of remarks made by the teach
ers. In one case a male teacher 
had told his pupils he had 
date with Hitler.” The pupils | 
had taken this remark home i 
and it had horrified their par- I 
ents. But the following day | 
the teacher in question had 
enlisted to fulfill, as Dr. Weir | 
put it, “his date with Hitler.”



M.L.A. Charges Some Doctors 
In B.C. 'Should Be Exposed'

By San Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—Frank 

declaration that “some of the 
men in the medical profession 
should be exposed” was made 
in the British Columbia Legis
lature Tuesday by Dr. J. J. A. 
Gillis, Lib., Yale, himself a 
medical man, during hectic de
bate on a bill introduced by At
torney General Wismcr to 
amend the Medical Act.

The bill, which was read a| 
second time despite objections, 
had been under attack by H. E. 
Winch, CCF leader, and his 
father, E. E. Winch, who in
sisted that certain provisions 
contained in it gave too much 
power to the executive of the 
Medical Council.

“It is totalitarian legislation,”
H. E. Winch had declared. 
“Year by year there is growing 
up a complete centralization of 
power in the medical profes
sion.”

He charged that the medical 
organization is already so pow
erful that “they can challenge 
this government and the will 
of the people—and they have 
done it.

“The Health Insurance Act 
is not in effect now and It is 
because of the attitude of the 
medical men,” he added.

Mr. Wismer and Hon. R. L. 
Maitland, K.C., Conservative 
leader, both defended the bill, 
Mr. Maitland assuring the 
House that the medical profes
sion has a sufficiently high 
standard of ethics to safeguard 
the public. Then Dr. Gillis 
stepped into the fray.

“The medical profession is 
trying to build up its standards 
all the time,” he said. “But I 
would like to see a few more 
teeth in this act, to force the 
hands of the executive and 
council to clean up their own 
front door.

“I believe that some of the 
men in the profession should 
be exposed. They are doing 
harm to the profession in this 
province.” He did not explain 
further, but went on to say 
that he did not favor some of 
the new powers, given to the 
executive.

'Foul Charge' 
Misunderstood

By Sun Staff Reporter.
VICTORIA, Dec. 4. — Public! 

Accounts Committee of the Leg
islature, in response to a demand 
by Hon. R. L. Maitland, K.C., 
Conservative leader, today 
delved into accounts of govern
ment purchase and travelling ex 
penses of government officials in] 
connection with the San Fran-] 
cisco Fair.

M. M. Connelley, Lib., Omi- 
neca, took occasion to chide 
Mr. Maitland for mentioning 
his name in committee last 
week in connection with a 
bridge contract given to his 
firm, the Fraser Lake Mill.
“There might be political capi-l 

tal in it,” Mr. Connelly said, 
“but I don’t think it fair thaï 
members have to keep undei 
cover because they are connect! 
with firms which might get gov
ernment contracts.”

“I don’t agree,” Mr. Maitlam 
replied.

At the same time, however, 
he took occasion to clear Mr. 
Connelly of a misunderstand
ing which had arisen last week 
in which the Li lierai member’s 
name had been incorrectly 
linked with a letter the Con
servative leader had handed 
to Chairman Kenney. Mr. 
Kenney, after reading the let
ter, stated that it contained 
"foul charges.”
“That letter had no connec

tion whatever with Mr. Con
nelly,” Mr. aMitland said. “It re
ferred to other matters entirely.’



>AY, DECEMBER 5.

Fraud, DeceptHouse Approves School 
Grants in Fiery Session

on and Snare
'When the bill reached com

mittee stage, late In the evening 
session, the Tory dissidents, An- 
scomb and Eyres, took the oc
casion to justify their opposition

Act Amended 
[To Keep Acting 
Chief McKay

By JAMES DYER
Vancouver Sun Staff Writer

VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—Amid a storm of debate and a 
welter of dramatic surprises, Premier Pattullo's bill to give 
special educational grants to the municipalities—$250,000 By Sun Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—Specialnext year and at least $450,000 a year thereafter—was form
ally approved by the B. C. Legislature, Wednesday.

Mr. Pattullo, stemming a tide of Conservative criticism,
legislation to maintain Acting 
Chief Constable Donald McKay 
of Vancouver as chief for an ad- 
d i t i o n a 1 five WÿâÊÊÊÊÊÊ^^ 
years was" intro- 
duced in the B.
C. Leg islature, BBPW 
W e d nesday fjjgN&fSjM 
night, by Hon. ■
G. M. Weir, ■y* 
provincial secre- v.
tary, by way of 
a n amendment ■ 
to the Munlci* H 
pal Superannua- 
tion Act. Acting Chief

General retire- Donald McKay 
ment age on police forces of the 
province is 60 years, but the 
amendment says that this shall 
be so “except that in the case of 
the chief constable and the acting

called the first surprise when he demanded a division on 
second reading. Obviously he was seeking to place the Tory
members on the spot. The second surprise was called by 
the Tories themselves, splitting on the issue, with Hon. R. L. 
Maitland, their leader, standing up with Liberals, C.C.F. 
members and Messrs. Finland and Paton of his own group,
and only two Tories—Herbert Anscomb, Victoria, and L. H. 
Eyres, Chilliwack—opposing.

The denouement of the Tories splitting on the issue, 
particularly after Mr. Maitland’s attack, was so astonishing 
to the Liberals that they rocked back on their heels and 
then broke into raucous laughter.

The bill was approved 39 to two.
The Tories attacked the bill »

chiefly on the ground that It Is than this, but Its course will have 
a shallow mockery of Liberal to be guided by circumstances, 
platform promises to take over “No one knows what the 
the entire cost of education. situation may be a year
L. A. Shepherd, the only CCF hence,” he said. “No one 

critic.

chief constable of the City of
Vancouver the maximum age (of 
service) shall be 65 years.

The House was sitting after 
midnight when this bill was in
troduced. It was the first time 
this session the House has actu
ally sat alter midnight, govern- 
ment driving hard to complete 
business by Thursday night so 
that prorogation can take place 
Friday.

Judge A. M. Harper, chair
man of the Vancouver Police 
Commission, stated this morning 
that the enabling legislation will 
not affect Chief-Constable Foster, 
now on leave of absence.

“Chief Foster resigned and 
under his reappointment does not 
receive the benefit of the 
Superannuation Act,” he said.

damned it because it ! Knows, wnai cnan, 
“gives the municipalities exactly The
nothing,” handing out $450,000 to government is to rei 
them while at the same time re- the burden of taxa 
quiring them to meet $430,000 in education, but I wc 
levies for the teachers’ superan- members to remembei 
nuation fund. are not really relieving

Mr. Pattullo, presenting the payer of any bun 
bill for second reading, said the merely redistributing 
government will go farther even cidence of taxation.

'A Bone to Municipalities'
Mr. Anscomb led the attack on a bill implementing thi 

the Mil. He was in a satirical “I need not talk long 
mood. The bill, he said, was by said, "because we hai 
Way “of Implementing one plank plishment today; no lo 
ol the Liberal platform. necessary to advocate

"But," he added, "In the same lishment of this princl

Loss-Leaders 
Bill Changed

land in respect of teachers’ pen
sions.” ’

The government, he said, pre
tends that it is relieving the 
burdëb of land taxes, but, he 
added, “how much reduction on 
the land is there in that kind of 
accounting ?”

Mr. Maitland castigated the 
government for using “a patch
work system” in dealing with 
the Municipalities. He recalled 
Liberal promises of 1933 to 
take away all the burden of 
education from the land, all 
at once.

I .This statement brought a

'Gov’t Killing By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 5. — 1 

visions in the amending billFaith in B.C the Commodities Minimum Los* 
Act which would have restricted 
newspaper advertising by mer 
chants, were withdrawn in th< 
B.C. Legislature Wednesday 
night by Mrs. H. D. Smith, Lib
eral, Burrard, sponsor of the bill.

, The provisions in question 
would have prohibited merchants 
from advertising articles at a re
duced price unless they stipulat
ed in their advertisements the 
previous regular price and the 
period at which it prevailed.

Other sections of the bill were 
given third reading after passing

recalled that “ten successive 
school trustees’ conventions have 
passed resolutions for the pro
gressive assumption by govern-1 
ment of education costs.”

Hon. 6. S. Pearson, Minister 
of Labor, supported the gov
ernment in a slashing attack 
upon Mr. Maitland, who, he 
pointed out, was minister in a 
former government “which had 
not the courage to assess the 
municipalities for contributions 
to the teachers’ superannuation 
fund.”
Had it not been for this lack 

of courage, the teachers’ fund 
would not be in the state it is 
today,” he said. “We are now 
trying to correct a mess left on 
our doorsteps by the government 
of which the Leader of the Op
position was a minister.”

“You have had seven years to 
do that,” Mr. Maitlant^ taunted.

“You say that now; what did 
you do in 1929?” Mr. Pearson 
taunted back.

VICTORIA, Dec. 5. R. L. 
Maitland, K.C. provincial Con
servative leader, charged at the 
annual meeting of the Victoria 
Conservative Association 
Weednesday night that the Lib
eral government is doing “patch- 
work, with no thought of the 

and declared that under, HIM —
chorus of denial from Liberal
_ _...1___ iknt that.

future’
the present order people have 
not enough faith to invest money 
in the province.

He declared that any admin
istration which had proved itself 
so “utterly hopeless and Incap
able” as the present govern
ment should be put out of office, 
and asserted that on every hand 
there was governmental inter-< 
ference with business.

nembers, who shouted that their 
promise was to make the with- 
Irawal “progressive.”

“Bit by Nt,” Mr. Maitland 
charged, nevertheless, “you are
throwing a bone to the muni
cipalities.”
H. G. T. Perry, Lib., Fort 

George, threw Mr. Maitland’s 
challenge back in his teeth, de
claring proudly that he person
ally was responsible lor the reso
lution adopted at the Kelowna 
Liberal convention demanding

œîTWT.TTi
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Budget DebateHospital Act 
Changes Lauded (From Victoria Colonist)

Dr. Weir was careful to utter

I
 some impressive words about 
toleration and co-operation at 
the approaching Conference (on 
the Rowell report) but his chief 
preoccupation seems to be that 
the Conference must endorse the 

? free spending policy of the Pro
vincial Administration, and so 

( vindicate its record. He thus fur- 
l nished an excellent illustration 
•: of the true and authentic politics 
• of the parish pump.
I The Minister is entitled to the 
? thanks of the taxpayers of the 
\ province for his clear statement 
\ on these matters. He made no 
d promises about economy or con- 
| tinuous expenditures in these 
I difficult times. There are to be 
| no illusions on that score. It is 
fc to be full steam ahead. Dr. Weir 
Î is emphatic in his determination 
■ that his department will not sub- 
B mit to any downward revision of 
| its spending program. Through- 
I out his speech there was no hint 
I of any intention on the part of 
if the Provincial Government to 
| reduce expenditure in any direc- 
jp tion whatever. It Is well to know 
I what to expect.

On one occasion, in the time 
S of the Stuarts, a certain poli- 
I tician contended that by voting 
I thanks for a Speech from the 
8 Throne the House has precluded 
j itself from making any com- 
1 plaints about the Speech. The 
S reply to this, however,.was that 
& the Members of the House are 
I always thankful whenever the 
8 Sovereign deigns to speak to 
I them, and “g^ped^Uy. thankful 
| when, as on the present occasion, 
I he speaks out and gives us fair 
Ï warning of what we are to ex- 
1 pect.” From Dr. Weir and his 
I spendthrift colleagues the tax- 
îf payers have nothing to expect 
P save a continuation of this policy 
| of reckless spending.

By Sen Staff Reporter

VICTORIA, Dec. 5. — Amende 
ments to the Mental Hospitals 
Act, modernizing terminology 
and procedure with respect to 
insane persons in British Colum
bia, were given second reading in 
the B. C. Legislature, Wednesday 

I night, with acclamations from 
[the CCF and deprecations from 
Hon. R. L. Maitland, K.C., Con
servative leader.

Hon. G. M. Weir, Provincial 
Secretary, in presenting the bin 
for second reading, said that the 
Government was implementing 
Its pledge, given in several ses
sions, to revise the Act. One of 
the more important of the new 
provisions is that setting up ap
peal boards for insane persons 
after they have been in a mental 

| hospital three months or more. 
The word “lunatic” is banished 

| from the provincial lexicon.
Mr. Maitland congratulated 

j Dr. Weir on the spirit of the bill, 
but he felt that it was bad that 
no room was left for consulta
tion, on release of insane per
sons, with psychiatrists con
nected with the mental hospitals.

The bill provides that any two 
competent physicians may con- 
istitute an appeal board. He 
suggested that the bill be hoisted 
until the next session of the 
Legislature.

mmM

Cameron Again 
Attacks Croft

VICTORIA, Dec. 5. — Lord 
Croft** telegram to G. M. Mur
ray, the LUlooet Liberal, deny
ing CCF charges that he Is a 
friend of Fascism, was debated 
on the floor of the B.C. Legisla
ture, Wednesday night.

Colin Cameron, CCF, Comox, 
who, early in the session made 
the original charge against Croft 
(the former Sir Henry Page- 
Croll, sponsor of a British land 
settlement scheme for B.C.), rose 
to qeote extensively from a book,
“Torv M.P. ” written u,,“Tory M.P.. written by Simon 
Haaey, In which Croft Is alleged
ly linked with several pro-Fasclst 
or pro-Nazi organizations In Eng
land.

Mr. Murray said he did not 
think any man had ever worked 
on “a more worthy crusade" 
than “this distinguished British 
gentleman.”

*1 demand,” he went on, “that! 
he be heard in his own defense 
beam being condemned on hear- 
say evidence.”



$50 Million Needed to 
Improve B.C. Roads|

'Ottawa's Duty to Act 
At Once in This Matter

By Sun Staff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—To put British Columbia main 

highways into first class, surfaced condition, will cost nearly 
$50.000,000, Hon. C. S. Leary, Minister of Public Works 
told the B. C. Legislature Thursday during a general debate 
on government road policy. "|

Harold E. Winch started the 
debate by putting before the gov
ernment a proposal to set up a 
board of engineers and depart
mental officials to act in advis
ory capacity to a highway com
mission. When he had finished, 
and Hon. R. L. Maitland, K.C., 
Conservative leader, had declar
ed that a highway commission is
still part of the Conservative pol
icy, Capt. Leary rose.
'DESPERATE CONDITION’ 

“Something must be done about 
our roads,” he confessed. "The 
question is one of finance.”

“We have the condition where 
there is only one road out of 
Vancouver to the great inland 
empire of this province. If 
war Were to strike this coast 
the result would be tremendous 
congestion upon that one high
way, and a desperate condition 
both as regards evacuation and 
defense,” Capt. Leary went on.

“I feel it is Ottawa’s duty to 
act at once in this matter, and 

I not wait until the time the 
I bombers might be overhead.”

Challenging critics who chide 
the Government for having 
highway policy, Capt. Leary said:

“We have a highway policy.
We have a wonderful highway 
policy. We could start it tomor
row and our engineers could 
hire 5000 men—if we had the 
money.”

PROBABLE COSTS
Giving figures of the probable 

cost of road construction faced 
by the province, Mr. Leary said 
that No. 1 Trans-Canada High
way alone would cost $4,174,000 
to reconstruct, another $2,000,000 
to surface.

“No. 2 Cariboo Highway would 
cost $3,949,000 to surface,” he 
went on; "the Southern Trans- 
Provincial Highway will take | 
$7,297,000 to complete and the 
Okanagan No. 5, $1,185,000 for fl 
surfacing.”

To construct the long-mooted 
Northern Trans-provincial road 
from Prince Rupert to the Al
berta boundary by way of 
Prince George, would require 
$17,000,000, the minister con
tinued. And to put the Vancou
ver Island Trans Canada road 
into first clas$i shape would re
quire $3,000,000.
Dealing with the Peace River 

outlet, he declared that a road by 
way of Peace River Pass would 
need $5,000,000; by way of Tete 
Jaune Pass, $4,500,000.

These figures, he said, included 
construction or reconstruction of 
bridges.

“GREATEST CONTRIBUTION”
Capt. Leary dealt, too, with 

critics who demand that the gov
ernment set aside two or three 
millions out of gasoline and auto 
revenues. The total such rev
enues are $6,120,000, he pointed 
out. Total expenditures of his 
department, he said, including 
interest and sinking fund 
charges on existing roads, are 
$7,972,362.

“The greatest contribution 
British Columbia could make 
toward a major war effort,” 
he went on, “would be the con
struction, in conjunction with 
the Ottawa government, of 
standard highways suitable 
for the rapid movement of 
mechanized military equip
ment, heavy artillery and 
munition trucks.”
Mr. Winch’s highway commis

sioner proposal would have the 
commissioner in complete 
charge of road administration, 
acting with the nine district en
gineers and responsible to the 
Legislature. They would be as
sisted by an advisory board com
prising representatives of the de
partments of finance, forestry, 
agriculture, mines and trade and 
industry.
STILL OPPOSED

The present road administra
tion, he contended, can easily be 
turned into a "political patronage 
machine.”

Mr. Maitland spoke only 
briefly, declaring that it is ob
vious that the Government has 
made up its mind there will be 
no highway commission.
Louis LeBourdais, Lib., Cari

boo,^stressed the importance of 
roads for attracting tourists.

Hon. G. S. Pearson, Minisl 
of Labor, said he was as much 
opposed to a highway commis
sion today as he was years ago 
before he entered the Li ben 
party.

Harry Johnson, Lib., Revel- 
stoke, said that the Winch plan 
already is in being to some ex
tent, the district road engineers 
coming to Victoria at least once] 
a year to consult as a body with 
the minister on general road 
policy.

uto Fee 'New Deo I'
VICTORIA. ■— British Colum-i 

bians living east of the Cascade? 
Mountains will have a new deal I 
in auto license fees from now! 
on.

A bill was put through three | 
readings in the dying moments of J 
the B. C. Legislature, Thursday 1 
night, permitting auto owners ini 
this area to surrender their I 
license plates as late as Dec. 31 a 
in any year with the privilege! 
of obtaining a rebate of one-g 
sixth of the license fee.

At present, the surrender must j 
be made in November, when they I 
are entitled to a one-third rebate. |

mmm
British Columbia is Obdurate

What is expected to be the final session 
of the current Legislature prorogued at Vic.

6 toria today. Taxpayers who may have 
cherished expectations of reductions failed 
to achieve any notable redress.

You may recall, especially those who pay 
taxes—and in some form or other we all of 
us do—that protests have been made on 
various occasions against the practice of the 
provincial authorities to charge the regular 
rate against that part of the taxpayer’s in
come which he is paying out by way of fed
eral tax to the Dominion government. In 
fact, each government charges a tax against 
payments to the other—money which the 
taxpayer never has the use of.

Contrast the practice in Ontario, where 
Mr. Hepburn’s government allows a deduc
tion for that part of the income on which the 
citizen has paid the federal authorities. But 
then, the government of the province of 
Ontario effects a substantial saving by hav
ing the federal income-tax people collect for 
the province, too.

Nqw it is announced that Ontario and 
Manitoba have made another timely and 
generous gesture in the interests of fair play 
to the taxpayer. Deductions are extended 
to the parents of Canadian families who have 
taken in British children for the duration 
of the war.

The federal government also makes a 
comparable allowance in respect to 6000 
children from England arriving under gov
ernment auspices. Ontario has about 1000 
children from the Old Country, Manitoba 200.

In British Columbia, 211 have been 
absorbed, but the Legislature adjourned to
day without announcing any deduction in 
the income tax against people who have thus 
opened their homes to the blitzkrieg refu
gees.

Tax exemption in this connection would 
be an evidence of official hospitality ex
tended by the government of any province. 
Apart from the monetary aspect of the plan, 
it brings to the guests of Ontario and Mani
toba assurance that they are not altogether 
a burden, however welcome, on Canadians 
who have befriended them in time of danger. 
In British Columbia, however, it is a case of 
pay up!
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House Prorogues; 
enchers Forced Municipal Ai<

Note of Foreboding; New;
Budget May Not Stand

Caucus Forced Action

By JAMES DYER
Vancouver Sun Staff Writer

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—The fifth session of the 19th Legis
lature of British Columbia, overshadowed as it has been by j 
greater events, prorogued today with nevertheless morel- 
than one significant accomplishment behind it.

First and foremost was the^-------------------------------------------
have been at the close of the | 
previous four sessions of this jipassage of Hon. John Hart’s 

I record-smashing supply bill for 
[ the next fiscal year, $29,947,207.
| NOT SO MUCH HILARITY 

Linked with this are two meas- 
I ures of great importance to Bri
tish Columbia's municipalities, 
the special act granting assist
ance to the municipalities for 
education, and the revamped 

| Teachers’ Superannuation Act.
Also of first importance is 

the amendments to the Elec
tions Act granting the absen
tee vote to the armed forces, 
both overseas and in other 
parts of Canada.
Members, breaking into their 

I customary sing song and “paper 
j battle” after the Lieutenant- 

Governor had left the Chamber, 
I were nevertheless a little graver 

and more thoughtful than they

House.
ELECTION IN OFFING

For, although the governments 
has been careful to steer clear j 
from the subject, there is a firm k; 
belief on all sides that this wash 
the last session of the 19th Legis
lature and that’some who walked i-j 
out of the House today may not| 
come back.

There will, in other words, 
they think, be a provincial elec
tion next year, with June the 
favored month. Some even go 
so far in their speculations as 
to name the date—June 3.
Through all the debates in this p 

fifth session, and particularly ^ 
from the treasury benches, there!? 
has run a note of foreboding that! 
all that has been done here mayjf 
count for nothing within 
twelve-month, that all these ac*| 
complishments may not stand.

May Upset Budget Plans
There is the war, whose course 

| might affect all things, and there 
is the Dominion-Provincial con
ference to be attended in Janu- 

| ary.
This last alone may upset all 

| budget plans.
The big news of the session 

was not, however, the budget.
It was the Municipal Assist

ance Bill, which Mr. Pattullo 
himself introduced.
There had been foreshadowing 

of it in Mr. Hart’s budget presen
tation; of a grant for $250,000 
for education, and a promise that 

, before next session the position 
of the municipalities would be 
studied and something more done.

And then, in the House, Mr. y 
Pattullo brought his bill not only$ 
giving $250,000 to the municipal!-p 
ties next year, but not less than.! 
$450,000 in succeeding years.

This was a master stroke oft] 
policy insofar as Liberal private ; j 
members were concerned.

They had been genuinely 
worried, most of them, by the 
opposition to the revamped 
Teachers’ Superannuation Act, 
which Imposes a $430,000 levy 
annually upon the municipali
ties for the pension fund.
Their relief was apparent when | 

they read the bill and found that!; 
the government is taking care to I 
at least make this sum good to 
the local authorities.

r The truth of the matter was, 
t: of course, that the Liberal back- 
| benchers had forced the govern

ment, in caucus, to put up that 
extra $200,000.

One man, at least, was not en- 
I tirely happy about it. He was 

Mr. Hart, who has to find all 
the money.

The war intruded into the 
House in several ways.

The soldiers' absentee vote 
privilege was an example. Then 
it was found necessary to grant 
a moratorium on mortgages 
and agreements for sale on the 
homes of men on active 
service.

In another bill, men acting 
as trustees were permitted, on 
going overseas, to grant power 
of attorney to substitutes.
Fifth Columnists were aimed 

at in the legislation regarding 
change of name.

All name changes made in the 
last 20 years must be registered 
within three months of today.

The commissioner of B. C. 
police was empowered in another 
bill to engage temporary con
stables for six months instead 
of for one. This is to fill the 
need for special wartime guards,

Dealing with the health of the I 
people, the House approved with 1 
only minor amendments, Hon. g 
G. M. Weir’s modernized Men
tal Hospitals Act.

One of its chief features Is 
to give inmates at mental hos
pitals the right of appeal to 
panels of independent physi
cians to determine whether 
they are insane after being 
confined for a certain period.
The Medical Act was amended j 

in several respects. One of the! 
amendments provides for thef 
suspension of medical practition-g 
ers who become insane.

Timber royalties on the coastg 
were increased ; chauffeurs 
cured a reduction in their license! 
fees. These were all the taxation! 
changes. Three municipalities,! 
Burnaby, Rossland and Coqult-g 
lam, were empowered to refund 
their debts.

Contentious bills included theg 
Poultry and Poultry Products! 
Act, regulating stringently the! 
grading and marketing of poul-j" 
try and poultry products and the! 
Commodities Minimum Loss Act,! 
seeking to control retail prices.|

j Too Much ÿhnving?
VICTORIA.—Tom Uphill, La-1 

I bor, Fernie, withdrew in the B.C.I 
Legislature, Thursday, his bill! 

I to amend the Workmen’s Com-1 
I pensation Act in favor of miners j 
J suffering from silicosis.
I He did so after Mr. Pattullo I 
I promised that he will see thatl 
g the whole question of workmen’s I 
I compensation is looked into be- f 
I fore next session. I
I J. A. Paton, Cons., Point Grey, I 
I suggested that the Premier look [ 
I into the question of whether the I 
J habit of smooth shaving is not I 
■ responsible for the rise in sili-1 
I cosis incidence.
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'Ridiculous That Parents 
Had to Sue Children'

Prof. Charles Hill-Tout, leading spirit of the Happier Old 
Age Club, on Thursday expressed his appreciation of the cam
paign The Vancouver Sun is waging for amendment to the 
Old Age Pension Act in order to give more favorable treat
ment to aged persons.

“The Sun is deserving of praise from all of us who want 
the act changed,” he said. “It is ridiculous that under the act 
aged persons should have been compelled at times to bring suit 
against their children in order to obtain recognition. Everyone 
realizes that the amount of the present pension is too small. 
The minimum should be at least a $1 a day. And everyone is 
pretty generally agreed that some attempt should be made to 
lower the age limit to bring deserving people within its benefits.

“I am sure any person who has given careful consideration 
to the need for changes in the act will endorse the policy The 
Vancouver Sun is pursuing in relation to it,” Prof. Hill-Tout said.

Gov't 'Well' No] 
Gusher; New 
Hole Likely

By Sun Stuff Reporter
VICTORIA, Dec. 6. — An at-1 

tempt by Hon. R. L. Maitland, | 
K.C., Conservative leader, tol 
force the government to give [ 
M.L.A.’s a return of all reports | 
on the Peace River oil develop-1 
ment, was crushed under an ava-| 
lanche of Liberal votes Thursday j 
when the B.C. Legislature divid-1 
ed on the issue.

The result of the division 
was 28 to 12, C.C.F. members 
and Conservatives alone sup
porting Mr. Maitland’s demand. 
Tom Uphill, Labor, Fernie, 
voted with the government.
Mr. Pattullo urged the Opposi-I 

tion Leader to withdraw the mo- fl 
tion, pointing out that commer- [ 
cial oil drillers to not make pub-1 
lie reports of developments and 8 
declaring that the government I 
should not be expected to do soj 
at least at present.

Hon. W. J. Asselstine, Minis-1 
ter of Mines, said weekly pro-1 
gress reports from engineers ini 
charge of the drilling contain f 
matters that it would not be ini 
the public interest to publicize. |

The drilling has been harder 
than expected latterly and It 
may be necessary to start an
other hole.

Mr. Maitland, however, insist-! 
ed that in view of the fact thatf 
nearly $500,000 has been voted! 
for the work, members are en-f 
titled to know just what is going

Statistics Act Change 
Aimed at Doukhobors

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—E. G. Hen-1 
niger. Lib., Grand Forks, scored! 
a notable triumph for private! 
members of the B. C. Legisla-f 
ture, Wednesday, when he suc-g 
ceeded i n incorporating 
strengthening clause into a gov-g 
eminent bill to refuse business! 
and other licenses to persons who! 
fall to obey the Vital Statistics! 
Act.

The bill is aimed primarily at! 
the Doukhobor community and! 
threatens penalties upon parents! 
who do not register their child-[ 

Iren. Mr. Hcnnigcr, who rcprcrj 
sents a riding in which Doukho-| 
bors are numerous, insisted that! 
it is not sufficient to name “par-1 
ents”; it should af>ply, he said,! 
to all persons “who disobey the! 
Vital Statistics Act.” His sug-l 
gestion was incorporated in the* 
bill which passed third reading.]

Pension Attack Fails
VICTORIA, y- Sam Guthrle’sl 

bill to reduce the pension of F. A.F 
Pauline, former B. G. Agent-Gem! 
eral in London from $4200 tog 
$360 a year was killed before ill 
reached the floor of the B. C.i 
Legislature, Wednesday night,! 
amid a great gnashing of C.C.F. I 
teeth.

Premier Pattullo did the kill-! 
ing by the simple expedient of| 
objecting.

Harold Winch, C.C.F. loader, I 
declared it was unheard of to re-1 
fuse permission to 7 a private | 
member to at least bring his bill I 
as far as first reading, but Mr. [ 
Speaker Whittaker said the ‘Aery I 
fact that a member is required I 
“to beg leave" to introduce a bill I 
is proof that leave may be re*| 
fused by the House.
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WINCH ASKS IF GOVERNMENT INTENDS] 
"TO GIVE VANCOUVER FINANCIAL AID

Declares City 
|ln Bad Shape

VICTORIA, B. C„ Dec. S. —I 
l(BUP)—If Vancouver had two!
I days fall of snow instead of one g 
lit might not have the finances!
I to pay the cost of clearance, g 
sHarold Winch (C.C.F. - Vancou-1 
I ver East) told the legislature he 6 
[had been informed, when beg 

isked on Monday night if the! 
government intended any finan*| 

(cial aid for the city.
Rising to ask Hon. A. Wells fi 

Srey if the government intended I 
t do something, Winch declared I 
hat Vancouver's finances were|

| In very bad shape. He asked if I 
he government had given con-1 
ttderation to some form of assist-1 
nee.

gO COMMENT 
The minister pointed out thatl 

lit was a matter for the finance | 
■department but Hon. John Hart! 
e nade no comment and the I 

[louse went on with other busi- 
less. L
; All estimates, including sup-1 
plementary for the year totalling | 
1614,941, were passed.

— : During discussions of these lat- 
|ter, Tom Uphill (Independent! 
EjfTemie) suddenly rose and asked!
I who was responsible for stop-1 

ing the hospital sweepstake at I
« ,'ernie. Assured that it was al
II federal, not a provincial matter,! 
“ Uphill criticised what he termed!
„ “hypocacy” that stopped sweep-!
I stakes which hurt no one and!
| aided hospitals to a large extent. I

“It is a matter of criminal | 
Hlaw,” said Premier Pattullo.II IT LOOKS IDIOTIC 

“That looks idiotic to roe,”
[Uphill replied.
|| Sam Guthrie (C.C.F. Cowich-|
| an Newcastle) and Colin Cam-1 
I eron (C.C.F. Comox) both ques

tioned the law on subversive lit
erature, claiming that booksl 
fistributed by the C.C.F. before! 
Jie war were now illegal but! 
itill in the possession of many| 

|| people.
S H. G. Perry (Lib. St. George) 
flsaid he had just learned that] 
y every home in Prince George!

had received a copy of a sub-1 
L versive booklet, delivered during! 
i] the night. The object of the dis-l 
B tributors had been lost, he said,! 
n because the book was so scur-1 
| rilous.
|| NO SYMPATHY

Conservative leader R. L.I 
litland said he had no sympa- 
r for the type of man who! 
nted to break down Canadian! 
rale. He would like to seel 
! government go the limit IHT 

,ing the distribution, smug-J 
in or publication of sucm 

mature, he said, 
tower to refund outstanding 
«ntures was given Vancouver!

District Joint Sewerage! 
.d in a bill introduced by| 
l Wells Gray.

j Burnaby To Have Reeve, Council

I Municipal Government May Return] 
] If Refunding Scheme Successful

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 3.—(BUP)—Burnaby may re-1 
I gain reeve, council, and school and police boards within two I 
lor three years, Hon. A. Wells Gray, minister of lands and I 
1 municipalities, told the house on Monday afternoon when!
■ second redding was given to the refunding act for that |
■ municipality.

It would remain under con- 
Itrol of a commissioner as at 
I present until it was proven that 
I the refunding scheme was work- 
1 able, he said, in reply to a ques
tion by Mrs. Paul Smith. He
■ added that it should not take 
|long.

E. E. Winch questioned wheth- 
ler the scheme was workable 
land whether the land-owners
■ could stand the burden of taxa- 
Jtion necessary. He claimed they 
I would have to raise $123,080 in 
I five years above the ordinary 
I requirements, to meet payments 
J under the refunding act.

This would mean a 10-mill
■ increase above the present 47- 
Imill rate, he said.

lOver/oofcs Large 
ISa/es Of Lands

Gray said that Winch had 
I overlooked large land sales in
■ Burnaby in recent years, with 
| an increase in tax revenue as the 
I result.

Herbert Anscomb doubted 
I whether the plan was the de 
Isire of the majority of bond- 
| holders.

Nearly cleaning up the order 
I paper,, the House gave third 
I readings to eight bills, second 
1 readings to five and reported 
(progress in committee stage on 
| fiye more. Those given third
■ reading included the Trades Li 
Icense, Land Registry, Fire Mar 
Ishal, Police and Prisons, Village 
I Municipalities, Grading of Wool, 
(Grading of Hogs, Superannua- 
1 tion of Employees in the Univer- 
Isity and the Lands Administra
tion acts.

|c.C.F. Withdraws 
|Ac* Amendment

Amendment to the Parents* 
| Maintenance Act was withdrawn 
(by the C.C.F. when it incorpor- 
I ated amendments by Hon. 
(George M. Weir. Second read- 
ling was given the Apprentice- 
I ship Act to permit minors to 
(work in certain industries by
■ permit from the labor minister 
I without regard to apprenticeship 
| contract

An amendment to the Game 
(Act on which the attomey-gen- 
(eral reported progress would 
(not affect dude ranches, Hon. 
| Gordon Wismer told Georg i 
| Murray.
| It was designed to regulate 
| hunting and fishing lodges which 
(at present were under no pro- 
| vincial control end would

vent tourists from getting a bad I 
impression of accommodation, | 
the government believed.

An amendment to the Com-1 
modities Minimum Loss Act I 
which controls the prices of gro-1 
ceries and meat was intro-1 
duced by Premier T. D. Pat-| 
tullo.

Would Ban Retail 
Price Comparison

One section says no retailer! 
shall make any comparison of I 
the price of any commodity with j 
regular or former prices so as I 
to indicate that he is now sell-| 
ing at a lower price.

Another section deals with! 
the definition of the cost of the I 
price of meats, declaring “where I 
there is variation among whole- j 
salers in the price at which car
casses are offered to retail meat| 
dealers, the lowest price so of
fered shall be deemed to be the! 
purchase price to any retail | 
meat dealer regardless of the| 
price in fact paid by him."

An amendment to the Medical I 
Act introduced by the attorney-1 
general, deals wth the election ( 
of representatives on the B. 
Medical CounciL

An amendment to the Fish-| 
eries Act by Hon. G. S. Pearson| 
covers arbitration of f 
men’s disputes.

Capital
Accounts
By A. H. WILLIAMSON 

Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Repre
sentatives of the First Nar
rows Bridge Co.—D. N. Hos- 
sie, K.C., Maj. P. A. Curry, H. 
J. Clerihue—were back in the 
lobbies Monday trying to iron 
out difficulties over the mutu- 
ally-agreed-upon bill which 
Premier Pattullo turned 
thumbs-down on. But by 
nightfall, after conferences 
with the premier, Attorney- 
General Wismer and J. How
ard Forester, Liberal whip, no 
progress had been made and 
they abandoned the bridge 
taxation problem to its fate

for the time being. Vancouver 
and West Vancouver will have 
to make the best arrange
ments they can to collect tax
ation on the approaches in 
their respective municipali
ties.

Harold Winch found himself 
in hot water after C.C.F. 
groups in various parts of the 
province read in this column 
he would be better employed 
in, say the labor department, 
than as House leader of the 
party. He received enquiries 
and accusations from all 
sides. They suspected Mr. 
Winch might be deserting the 
party. In justice to Mr. 
Winch it should be said that 
he has not had any offer from 
the government, nor is he of 
the quitting type. But it is 
still the opinion of many who 
have watched his career that 
he could be better employed 
than in the second line of op
position.

Premier Pattullo seems to 
have killed the plan of the 

I special committee on Elec- I tions Act amendments to sit 
after the House has prorogued.

| The committee has been told 
to finish its deliberations be- 

j fore prorogation — only three 
! or four days away. So it faces 
several long and tiresome 
meetings, it is faced, for in
stance. with delving into 15 
closely-written pages on sug
gested voting regulations.

For members of the active 
j forces outside the province, 

based on the Federal system,
| this would give soldiers the 

vote wherever they may be. 
Indicative of the work in
volved in preparing for that 
is the statement by P. D. 
Walker, deputy provincial 
secretary, that five tons of 
material — papers, maps.
notices, ballot boxes---- will
have to be sent to England 
alone.

• • •
Then there are the hazards 

of war to consider; the danger 
of all five tons of material 
going to the bottom of the 
ocean, while in transit; or the 
danger of losing the ballots 
on the way back. There is 
the problem of how to handle 
the vote in distant lands; the 
question of the Oriental sol
dier’s right to vote.

R. L. Maitland, K.C., Op
position leader, said he was 
being quite frank when he 
discussed this latter — he was 
definitely opposed to the Ori
ental being allowed to vote, 
in the army or out.

Harold Winch and Colin 
Cameron were equally out
spoken on the other side. If 
any man was willing to give 
his life for this country, he 
was certainly good enough to 
vote for it, they believed.



[Mr. Winch's Part
Our Victoria correspondent the other da; 

speculated on the possibility of Mr. Wim " 
receiving an offer to join the Provincii 
Government’s social service staff and leav
ing his seat in the House. Some of Mr. 
Winch’s enemies have seized upon this 
proof of his intention to desert his party.

Manifestly this is unfair. Mr. Winch has 
I proved an able and faithful member of his 
I party, an astute Legislative leader. He has 

£3 a gift for enquiry and a talent for politics. 
™He would be a loss to the House.

On the other hand, he might be a very 
useful representative of the minority view
point upon the permanent provincial staff. 
Some of British Columbia’s ablest civil serv
ants have come from labor’s ranks. The 
name of Jim McVety, able head of employ
ment service, instantly springs to mind.

If an offer is made the choice is up to 
H Mr. Winch alone. It is not fair to accuse him' 

HSBof desertion or of having surrendered his 
I principles before he has even faced his 
I personal problem.

^Death In The Woods
Figures quoted in the B. C. LegislatureP 

1 indicate that 176 fatal industrial accidents 
I took place in the province last year and that 
1 a large percentage of these occurred in the j 
I logging and lumbering industry.

By its very nature work in the woods

I
 carries a degree of hazard. And there is a 
sharp difference of opinion as to the major 
cause of the accident rate. But, whatever 
the cause, the death toll is still far too high. 

Public, industry operators and workers

I
 are all affected here. Compensation pay
ments cost all three a large amount of money 
every year.

r
 Efforts have already been made to com

bat the accident toll. But have they gone 
farenough?
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Maitland Protests 
Minimum Loss Act 
In Legislature

VICTORIA, Dec. t^-(BUP) 
—Second reading to the Mini
mum Lose Act was given in 
the B. C. Legislature Monday 
over a protest by R. L. Mait
land, Opposition leader.

"This act in 1937 went 
pretty tar in interfering with 
business," Mr. Maitland said. 
“In 1939 the amendments went 
still farther. Now, this new 
act sets up synthetic prices. 
It's amazing that we can go 
that far.

“This is also censorship of 
advertising,” he added. “1 
thought the criminal code cov
ered that pretty well. It is still 
more interference with busi
ness. Surely there is a limit. 
This is simply passed for the 
benefit of a certain organiza
tion."

Attorney - General Wismer 
said there was no new prin
ciple involved. The bill was a 
new formula for finding out 
the actual price to the seller.

Explaining the bill Mrs. 
Paul Smith said that the ad
vertising clause in it must 
show how many .of 100 pairs 

i of mops advertised as “regu- 
v larly » new $1" actually |

Bacardi Rum, 
Oriental Liquor 
To Be Dropped

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 3.— 
(BUP)—Stocks of high-priced 
Bacardi rum and Oriental 
liquors of various sorts will 
not be replenished in British 
Columbia liquor stores as a 
result of new budget regula
tions, a check with the Liquor 
Control Board revealed last 
night

These are the only liquors 
not imported from Empire 
countries, Bacardi coming 
from both Japan and China. 
Other spirits—whisky from 
the British Isles, wines from 
Australia and South Africa 
will be unaffected.
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Medical Act Amendment 
[Centre Of House Storm

By A. H. WILLIAMSON 
British United Press Correspondent

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 4.— (BUP)—The medical profession was the centre ! 
I of a storm in the House on Tuesday when a 12-page bill to amend the Medical [ 
I Act was aiven second reading

“It is time we halted bills of*fc
this type,” declared Harold | 
Winch (C.C.F., Vancouver East), $ 

he resumed debates on the | 
measure. “This is what I call! 
totalitarian legislation. It is | 
complete centralization of powers 
and authority and complete j 
regulation of the lives of people, f 

“The greatest closed corpor- ■ 
ation in the world is the medical | 
profession. This body of mena 
is so powerful it can challenge | 
the will of this government and! 
the people of British Columbia. | 
They did, and got away with it. | 
Now they are coming to this! 
Legislature for still morel 
power.”

i MUST BE CONTROLLED
The bill, while dealing al-| 

[most entirely with the internal| 
regulation of the medical pro-1 
fession, has some sections deal-1 
ing with treatment by other* 
than registered medical practi-| 

I tioners, and use of the title “doc-g 
I tor” or “physician.”

E. E. Winch (C.C.F., Bum-1 
laby), supported his son in the] 
I attack on the legislation.

“Individually I have the great-1 
I est respect for medical men,” he | 
I said, “but collectively they are | 
la menace to the well being of § 
I mankind. They must be con- 
I trolled.”
I UNAWARE OF BILL

Surprise came, however, I 
I when Dr. J. J. Gillis (Lib., I 
I Yale), the only medical man ini 
1 the house at the time, was called j 
I upon by Winch to express his j 
I views and said he had been un-g 
I aware of the bill until Monday.

Hon. George M. Weir rose to! 
I explain that he had only re-a 
I ceived the bill a few days be-1 
I fore and that the health officer! 
I had been ill at the time. Actu-1 
I ally he would have liked to! 
I have had the bill on hand a I 
■ month earlier, he said. He had! 
I already deleted several sections I 
I to which he objected, he told| 
Ithe House.
I EXPLAINS STAND

Explaining the stand of the| 
I medical profession, Dr. Gillis| 
I said they were trying to build! 
I up their standards of service all| 
| the time.

“Personally I’d like to s 
I more teeth put in this act toj 
I make the medical council tie 
lits own front door,” he said. (
I say front door, because there are! 
[some men in the medical pro-1 
I fession who should be exposed.]
I They are doing great harm 
I the profession.”

On motion of Attorney-Gen-1 
leral Gordon Wismer the bills 
finally obtained second reading! 
and advanced to committee! 
stage.

Capital
Accounts
By A. H. WILLIAMSON 

Staff Correspondent

! VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—One of 
the best mayoralty campaign 
speeches by Dr. Telford was 
probably the one he gave in 
the Legislature yesterday. 
Vancouver’s financial position 
as a result of the assessment 
cuts set the stage just right 
for the white-haired doctor. 
He obtained the “indulgence 
of the House,” had the floor to 
himself and made an impas
sioned plea for the great city 
Which he represents in the 
dual capacity of mayor and 
member of the Legislature. 
It was one occasion where his 
opponent in the mayoral race 
had no comeback.. . .

The whole House learned 
I with the greatest regret yes- 
| t^rday that Rolf W. Bruhn,
| tfce able, Swedish-born Con- 
jj s^rvative member from Sal- 
J i ion Arm, would be unable to 
I return to his seat this session 
j qfwing to illness. The tall,
I Hindly former minister of pub- 
1 l|c works was taken ill last 
| xyeek, missed a day, returned, 
j lyut found the strain too much.
I since his last appearance

aily enquiries had been made 
| tor everyone, from the Pre-
II ier down. It was the Pre- 
i i 1er who elicited the informa- 
9 t on from Mr. Maitland yester- 
] < iy that Mr. Bruhn would not 
11 ; back this session. There are 
11 dw two vacancies in the Con-

rvative benches, Lt.-Col. 
11 acGregor Macintosh being 
| away with the army.

The government 1 o o k ed
I xi ith some favor on a sugges-
II on by Dr. Telford that vot- 
I e s in civic and municipal 
I e actions be called upon to

joduce their national regis- 
ktion cards before being 

| given a ballot. Attomey-Gen- 
| eral Wismer said it was a good 
I idea. The Premier nodded his 
I head in approval. The idea 
I was presented during discus- 
I sion of amendments to the 
I Municipal Elections Act and 
I it is possible it will be incor- 
I porated in the act before it 
I has passed the final stages 
| this session.

'

Wismer Outlines 
Celona Parole Case; 
House Approves

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 4. 
—(BUP)—“I make the state
ment to this House and to the 
people of this country—that 
is my full connection with 
the Celona case, what I have 
said tonight.”

Thus Hon. Gordon Wismer, 
attorney general, concluded a 
dispassionate discussion of the 
Joe Celona parole before an 
intent legislature on Tuesday 
night.

He spoke to a resolution by 
R. L. Maitland, Conservative 
leader, asking for return by 
the attorney general of all cor
respondence between the dom
inion and provincial govern
ments in connection with the 
Celona case.

When Wismer had finished 
speaking, the Speaker called 
for a vote and the resolution 
was lost without a count being 
necessary.

Resolution Urges 
Flat License Rate 
For Farmers' Cars

VICTORIA, Dec. 4—(BUP) 
—A flat license rate of $10 
annually for farmers’ cars 
was urged Tuesday in a res
olution by the agriculture 
committee asking the attorney 
general’s department to in
vestigate.

The resolution followed a 
request from the Farmers’ In
stitutes for such legislation. It 
was proposed by L. H. Eyres 
(Cons. Chilliwack), who also 
suggested that the difference 
in provincial revenue be made 
up by an increase in the gaso
line tax. This latter suggestion 
was not immediately acted 
upon but may be considered 
later, members of the com
mittee indicated.

|Why This Rush?
Our Legislature is once more in the rush I 

I of winding up business so the boys can all bel 
1 out of the trenches by Christmas. With their I 
I evident desire to get back home we have no I 
I quarrel.

We do quarrel, however, with the way I 
I in which a number of important private bills I 
land other new legislation is railroaded I 
I through the legislative mill at the tail end| 
I of every session.

The members never seem to lack time I 
I to expound their own ideas about everything! 
I under the sun. Yet they blithely vote into I 
I existence statutes concerning which the pub-1 
I lie has heard little and knows even less! 
| until it finds them the law of the province. [ 

A little more time devoted to examining | 
I new bills and less to replying to the speech I 
I from the throne might be poor politics but| 
| better legislative practice.

Almost any well-organized minority with I 
Ithe right amount of lobbying and political I 
I friends can frame a private bill that has! 
I better than a fifty-fifty chance of acceptance. [ 

It would do no harm at all if certain types I 
I of legislation were automatically given a I 
I six-month hoist upon introduction. Chances | 
| are if some of it were laid upon the table, it | 
I would never reach the statute books.
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Would Reduce 
Teachers' Pensions 
Under New Act

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 4.— 
(BUP) — Reduction of all 
teachers’ pensions in excess 
of $50 a month by one-third 
and assumption by the govern
ment and municipalities of 
payment of pensions are main 
features of the Teachers’ Pen
sion Act introduced in the leg
islature late Tuesday night by 
Hon. George M. Weir.

The act was introduced in 
the closing moments of a late 
sitting along with five other 
bills dealing with varied sub
jects.

Taking over the original 
scheme founded by teachers, 
the act says that the fund for 
superannuation shall be estab
lished and maintained by con
tributions by teachers, school 
trustees, Teachers’ Federation 
and “any other contributions 
under the provisions of this 
act.’’

The levy against teachers’ 
salaries will amount to four 
Parent, starting on Jan. 1,
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ence of 57,630 barrels of amber
fluid, approximately 100,000 
plans for winning the war have 
been worked out to a satisfactory 
conclusion, over a million jibes 
have been hurled at Hitler, and jdMlhgBSL 
nearly a dozen worth-while W !laM|»B| 
ideas on strategy have emerged, SBMjBOTlgg
though nine of these still need a P* 
bit of polishing up over a few ■ 
more bottles.

The government has been set ■ 
right 77,777 times, the civic ad- ■ 
ministration has been put in its H < 
place 348 times a day, and the KB 
waiter has been properly ticked ■ 
off dozens of times on a busy ■ 
evening whenever the service ■ 
was a bit on the slow side.

Every bottle of beer served off BH X 
the ice has decreased the ac- fl 
tivity of the sweat glands by 
3.152 per cent, saving this per- ■ 
spiration for exudation in essen- ■ 
tial industries . . . maybe.
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gaged conversation beer undlors who never
Hello each

here else The loss gam
ctly their own

The Beer We've Drunk
Government statistics are re

liable, sometimes, but they fell 
| down badly on details. When 
1 Attorney -Gen-

W ismer 
told the Legis- 

ture that 
ancouver 

citizens con
sumed $1,313,- 
969.75 worth 
of beer sitting 
down in beer 
parlors
year, he left 
too much to 
our imagina
tion.

I Many men, too, are derelict in 
their duty. If all were like me,

I scores of prize pigeons might 
have to be turned into pie to 
save the brewery workers from 
starvation, but fortunately there 
are others who make up for my 
niggardliness. Vancouver’s 
champion drinker is said to have 
downed twenty-three glasses at 
one sitting, and he would have 
done even better if he hadn’t H 

i fallen asleep on the job. He m 
will try again, after his innards^ 
dry up.

Unofficial Statistics
Timing from entrance to exit, 

the quickest one consumed this | 
year was gulped in exytly fifty- 
three seconds.

The longest dallying over i 
single glass occupied two hours, 
forty-five minutes and thirteen 
seconds. The time would hav« 
been better except that the cus
tomer had to leave in a hurry, 
by request of the management.

Patrons estimate that about 
two pints of the official thirty-] 
six were spilled by the “sales
man,” over four pints left un 
consumed by men who had ha< 
more than enough already, ont 
gill blown off in froth, and 
couple of quarts drunk by tougl 
guys who mistook another fel-| 
low’s drink for their own.

Licencees report that the 
I was put on them far too often 
for free drinks, and that of 
thousands of cheques the; 
obligingly cashed, 666 boun
back within twenty-four hoi___
In spite of that, the licencees 
keep on taking chances.

Lubricated Loquacity
It is difficult to estimate 

Igood feeling generated by 1,355,- 
[310 gallons of beer, becaus 
there is no adequate yardsticl 
Ifor friendliness, but expert 
[agree that 216,432 strangers en

,

1942; employers will also col
lect one per cent, from the 
salaries and forward it to the

other

Under the» stimulating



Capital
Accounts
By A. H. WILLIAMSON 

Staff Correspondent

SUPERANNUATION ACT CHANGE EXTENDS 
[TERM OF VANCOUVER POLICE CHIEFI
[House Deletes Advertising Clause]
In Commodities Minimum Loss Act

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 5.—Enabling acting-Chief Con-L 
| stable Donald McKay to continue in office in Vancouver until §1 
I he is sixty-five, an amendment to the Municipal Superan- s 
I] nuation Act was introduced into the Legislature shortly after 1 
midnight Wednesday bjr Hon. Gordon S. Wismer, K.C.,1 

I attorney-general.
The bill provided that the sec-' 

tion limiting the age limit to 
sixty shall be amended by add
ing “except that in the case of 
the chief constable and acting 
chief constable of the. city of 
Vancouver the maximum shall 
be sixty-five years.

Brought up In the committee 
stage shortly before midnight 
Wednesday as the House strug
gled to clear the order paper on 
w)iat is probably the eve of 
prorogation, the retail merchant- 
sponsored bill to amend the 
Commodities Minimum Loss 
Act emerged shorn of one main 
section.

Asks Deletion 
Of Clause Four

This was the caluse that de
manded particularization * of 
rgeular or former prices of 
goods advertised at reduced 
prices.

Despite the lateness of the 
hour, H. G. Perry, Liberal, Fort 
George, demanded every section 
be read aloud by Chairman R.
H. Carson. When contentious 
section four came up, Mrs. Paul 
Smith, sponsor of the bill, said 
representations had been made 
to her that it would cause a 
hardship on advertisers and she 
wished to delete it from the bill.

Mr. Perry said that, opposed 
to this type of legislation in gen
eral, he had told retail mer
chants when the original act 
was drafted they would have to 
come back this year amending 
it. He didn’t believe, he added, 
that the bill would help retail 
merchants one iota.

“It is inflicting a nuisance on 
the ordinary, honest small re- 
tailre. It wouldn’t worry the big 
man at all,” he said.

Rigorous Scrutiny 
Of Advertising

Mrs. Smith assured the House 
that advertising men intended 
conferring with the retail merch
ants to work out a formula and 
correct any doubt in the minds 
of the public as to the veracity 
of ; all advertising. All news
papers were rigorous in their 
scrutiny of advertising, she said.

The government purchasing 
department i sinstructed in a 
report filed by the public ac
counts committee Wednesday 
night to use British Columbia 
products wherever possible.

Reporting for the committee,
K. T. Kenney, chairman, said his 
group commended the purchas
ing department, after conduct
ing investigations at four sit
tings during the present session.

dy asked a nu 
.Questions which really dis
closed nothing and then sat I 
back and said nothing.

It is presumed that Mr. 
Maitland, who is a very cap
able leader of the opposition, 
will use his information politi
cally during the expected cam
paign next year. But he might 
have given the newspapers 
some headlines to take the 
readers' minds off the war at a 
time like this.

Henniger, genial, quiet, eld
erly member for Grand Forks- 
Greenwood, became Mr. Jus
tice Henniger—in name only 
—in the House on Wednes
day. Attorney-general Wismer 
said that “Mr. Justice Henni
ger,” as he called him, had 
convinced him to amend the j 
Act covering Doukhobors' re
fusal to comply with national 
registration or vital statistics. 
After a great tussle, Mr. Hen
niger persuaded the attorney- 
general to change one word in 
the Act. Instead of “parent,” it 
is now “person who fails to 
comply with, etc."

■
Liberal members of the Le

gislature, harassed by the 
spectre of retribution at the 
up-coming general election, 
awoke Wednesday to find, 
there really was a Santa Claus. 
At first they didn’t realize 
why Premier Pattullo was sit
ting in his chair like a smil
ing Buddha. Then the signifi
cance of the “Act to Provide 
for Special Assistance in the 
Cost of Education” began to 
sink in.

They found—to their amaze
ment and gratification—that 
the government was giving 
the municipalities not only 
$250,000 in the fiscal year end
ing March 31, 1942, but “an
nually thereafter a sum of not 
less than $450,000."

“Hooray,” shouted one Lib
eral member. “We’re saved."

And, as the holder of a 
somewhat shaky seat, he had 
reason to “hooray." It meant 
that cost of the seven per cent, 
levy against municipalities for 
teachers’ pensions would be 
more than covered by the gov
ernment. Total cost of this 
levy in the province will be 
$430,000, leaving $20,000 for 
distribution free, gratis and for 
nothing.

• e •
It meant that Vancouver's | 

financial crisis had been met i 
and successfully passed. It j 
meant that the government ; 
had answered the angry out- I 
cries of municipal reeves and j 
councillors from here to Pouce i 
Coupe. It meant that Hon. T. | 
D. Pattullo, a veteran public 
administrator, had met an
other difficult situation with j 
success to himself and satis
faction to the Liberal party.

• • •

Hon. R. L. Maitland, who 
has been probing many things 
in his capacity as leader of the 
opposition, worked the public 
accounts committee up to 
fever pitch, and then left 
everyone gaping. Mr. Mait
land’s early enquiries indicat
ed he was going to expose a 
number of interesting things 
in connection with government , 
tenders, expenditures, connec
tions of government members I 
with various firms doing busi
ness with the government But 
when the committee met on I 

esday Mr. Maitland I

i Common Sense Neede<
Hot words have been exchanged in the| 

B. C. Legislature on the subject of allegedly 
subversive literature and the Defense of] 
Canada Regulations. Some members con-| 
tend that the effect of these regulations go 
too far. Others say it should go farther than 
it does.

Canada is at war and there can be no I 
By condoning material that will undermine! 
Ijf t>r endanger the war effort. On the other! 
g hand Canada is at war for democracy. Any 

undue interference with individual freedom! 
S on the home front is more dangerous in it 

effect upon national morale than is the aver-] 
age unorthodox pamphlet.

It is surely no service to the truth andl 
worth of our war aims if we suggest that! 
these are so weak as to be endangered by the| 
reading of minority leaflets. If that is ou 
stand then we are disloyal alike to the tra-S 
ditions of our past and to the aims of ourg 
future.

It might be well to remember that the 
Defense of Canada Regulations were made 
for man and that man was not made for the[| 
Defense of Canada Regulations.

[C.C.F. Continues frnft Controversv
Cameron produced various I 

becks, newspapers and parti-1 
phlets of pre-war date attribut-1 
ing to Croft connections with the ! 
Anglo-German Fellowship and I 
association with a number of | 
pro-Nazis now interned.

“God forbid that I should ever j 
defend a Tory M.P.," said Mur-1 
ray, quoting the title (Tory M.P. I 
by Simon Haxey) of one of the] 
books from which Cameron read, | 
“but no man ever engaged in a] 
worthier mission. I demand that 
the man be heard before being] 
condemned on he;

VICTORIA, B.C., Dec. 5.- 
(BUP) — Lord Croft, one-time 
head of a land settlement scheme 
and charged with pro-Fascist 
leanings by Colin Cameron (C. 
C. F. Comox) was again the 
subject of a flare-up in the legis
lature on Wednesday night when 
Harold Winch, C. C. F. House 
leader, obtained the indulgence 
of the House to re-open the sub
ject.

Earlier in the day George 
Murray (Lib. Lillooet) had read 
a cable from Croft (formerly Sir 
Henry Page-Croft) denying Fas
cist leanings.
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Bill To Aid Municipalities Gets 
[All But Unanimous House Support

VICTORIA, B.C., Dec. 5.—(BUP)—The government’s 
| bill to aid municipalities passed second reading in the house 
Ion Wednesday after one of the strangest divisions of recent 
I years.
I Attacked by several Opposi- 
Ition speakers and lauded by gov- 
lemment members, the bill was 
I being dragged from one side of 
I the House to the other when the
■premier suddenly halted the 
I battle by demanding a division.

I Division Vote 
|39 to 2

When the count was completed 
lit was disclosed that Liberals,
I Conservatives and C.C.F. to a 
I total of 39 had voted for it 
1 against the opposition of only 
I two Conservative stalwarts, Hér
ibert Anscomb, Victoria, and L. 
|H. Eyers, Chilliwack.

The bill, which will distribute 
I $250,000 to municipalities next 
I year and not less than $450,000 
I thereafter to relieve the burden 
lof education on land, was termed 
J “another bit of patchwork sys-1 
Stem of government" by Opposi- 
gtion leader Maitland. He voted 
| for the measure, however when 
|the division was called.

- The bill is based on a Liberal 
Iconvention resolution two years 
I ago asking the government pro-i 
1 gressively to assume the cost of 
I education. The premier explain- 
led that it was the intention of 
I the government to go still fur- 
Ither. He said no position would 
I be better after the conference 
Jon the Rowell-Sirois report

j Perry Praises 
iGovt. Action

asked for a division. The premier 
and Perry intervened and Winch 
finally agreed to place it on the 
order paper for discussion later 
in the session.

Demands Member 
Retract Words

“I voted against the act to aid 
municipalities because it is a 
fraud, deception and snare." said 
Herbert Anscomb (Cons., Vic
toria) just before the bill was 
given third reading.

The premier sprang to his feet 
to ask the member to temper his 
language and retract the state
ment, and Anscomb did so, de
claring the premier had called 
the division during the afternoon 
for “nothing other than political 
kudos."

Eyres declared he had voted 
against it because while fully in 
support of the principle of aid 
to municipalities, he felt this bill 
was the “hall mark of hypo
crisy." When the premier asked 
him to use other words, he chose 
‘deception", and then “delusion".

H.G. Perry (Lib. JTort George) 
who sponsored the resolution at 
the Kelowna convehtion, con
gratulated the government on 
following the recommendation so 
closely.

‘The same day that you bring 
in this bill you bring in one plac
ing a seven per cent burden on 
municipalities for teachers’ pen
sions," said Anscomb.

“It is a most outrageous way 
of giving and taking," Eyers 
commented.

There nearly had been a divi
sion earlier when Harold Winch 
(C.C.F. Vancouver East) was re
fused the right to debate a cable 

„ Lord Croft read to the 
house by George Murray (Lib. 
Lillooet).

Lord Croft 
Denies Charge

The cable from the sponsor of 
settlement scheme here 
years ago was in reply to 

charges by Colin Cameron (C.C.- 
Comox) that the English peer 

as a "paid agent of Fascists.”, 
Croft denied the charge abeolute-

— he considered! 
■I * «Ply an aspersion on hisi

■ 'by indulgence of the*
1,snd Mr.!

Rule Amendment 
Out of Order

He then moved an amendment 
increasing the $250,000 to $450,- 
000 and the ultimate $450,000 to 
$750,000. This was immediately 
ruled out of order on the grounds 
that a private member is unable 
to move an increase in expendi-

A lengthy debate on the sub* 
Ject was carried on privately by 
the premier, who crossed the 
floor, and with Maitland went 
into a huddle over the rules 
book. The House appeared 
amused.

Explaining the lengthy Teach, 
ers’ Superannuation bill, Hon. 
G«orge M. Weir said that 2*7 
teachers had already been re- 
tired and 300 more were expect* 
ed to be during the next 10 yeafs, 
There was an overdraft of 
000 against the fund 
would reach *300,000 by next 
December, he said. In addition, 
*1.550,000 would be necessary 
to pay future pensions to those 
already in retirement. Retire- 
ment would be automatic for 
male teachers at 65 and for we. 
men at to.
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The act would be effective on 1 
January 1, 1941. I

■Maitland said he considered it j
2dtodgbv Ô, teachers shouW be
»“ed by the government while I 
«dher municipal employees were 

left in the lurch.”
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Government Withdraws 
Act To Retain Chief 

; After Superannuation
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.— (BUR) — An act to amend Hie Superannuation Act! 

«tending the period in office of Vanco uver's police chief and acting chief wa 
ithdrawn in the Legislature on Thursday afternoon.^
plaining the move after the 

bill had been given first reading, 
Hon. George M. Weir said that 
when the bill was drawn up, the 
government understood that all 
parties were in agreement. It 
had since been discovered, he! 
said, that this was not the case.

As soon as The News-Herald! 
story was read Thursday mom-] 
ing, relating the midnight intro
duction of the bill in Victoria to! 
enable Police Chief Donald Mac
Key to continue in office until | 
aged 65, wires to Victoria began j 
to buzz with protests from or-| 
ganized civic employment here. 
OPPOSE TAMPERING

All branches of the service ai*e 
opposed to any tampering with 
the Superannuation Act. The 
Police Federal Association and 
Firemen’s Union took the active 
lead in the.matter, on grounds] 
it was class legislation.

Notwithstanding withdrawal 
of the bill a delegation of four 
went over to the capital Thurs
day night to make sure the bill 
would remain withdrawn. 
CHIEF PRAISED 

“But this is not in any. way a 
move against the present chief,” 
a Police Association official ex-! 
claimed. “A better chief cons
table than Donald MacKay we 
have never had—and I should 
know for I’ve worked under 
every chief since Chamberlain’s] 
time.” If any other way can bel 
found to keep Chief MacKay in 
office for an extra five years—| 
other than by tampering with the 
act—it would have their un-1 
qualified support.

Chief MacKay declined to 
comment.

Judge A. M. Harper of the] 
commission said that Dr. Weir 
was correct in assuming “all par
ties were in agreement” in the 
sense that the “governing bodies”
|were. Opposition of both Police] 
Federal Association and the Fire- 

I men’s Union had been voiced be
fore on the question, he said. I 
JUDGMENT NEEDED

“Brains and ripening judgment 
are more important at this point] 
than beat-pounding ability. Un
der the present age limit a chief ! 
hasn’t the same ambition and in
itiative when he knows he has 
to retire in a year or two,” he 
declared.

Mayor Telford said the with
drawal was satisfactory to him 
since he had never been in ac
cord with the plan. He had been 
opposed to it in the House but 
had not fought against it

He said it was with sincere re
gret he could not endorse the 
plan since it would have meant 
keeping in office Chief MacKay 
for whom he had a very high 
regard. It would mean the city 
would lose the services of the. 
chief in less "

in justice to the' younger men] 
coming up, and since police and I 
fire work is essentially for the 
younger men, he could not sup- | 
port the proposal.

Car License Bill 
Made Law, Record 
In Fire Minutes

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 6—1 
(BUP)—In what was probably I 
record time for the B. C. legis- I 
lature, a new bill was intro- j 
duced, put through committee I 
stage, given three readings j 
and made law m less than five I 
minutes shortly before the le- I 
gislature finished its final sit- I 
ting on Thursday night.

The bill is an amendment to j 
the Motor Vehicle Act, to al- I 
low motorists residing east of I 
the Cascade mountains to I 
turn in license plates on Jan- | 
uary 1, and receive a quarter 
refund, and if turned in^ on | 

‘fund

B. C. House Ends 
Business; Session 
To Prorogue Today

VICTORIA, B.C., Dec. 
(BUP)— The fifth session of 
the nineteenth legis lature 
came to an end of business 
sittings on Thursday night af
ter six weeks deliberations.
This morning at 10:45 mem

bers will reconvene and fif- 
^teen minutes later the lieut
enant governor will arrive and 
give assent to the bills passed 
iand prorogue the legislature. 

The legislative sittings 
losed on a cordial note early 
lursday evening. Only four 

Bills, given thorough going 
jver earlier in the session, re
tained on the order paper, 
icy were all given third 

ladings within a matter of 
loments.

I Government Wins Division

Maitland Asks Government Table! 
[All Reports On Oil Development

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 6.—(BUP)—Government and]
I Opposition parties were divided during the closing minutes 
of the session on Thursday afternoon on the subject of the 
government’s Peace River oil drilling program.

I The government was victor!-*j|g| CO!
I ous by a wide margin, gaining
3 the vote of the lone Independent I 
I member of the house, Tom Up-1 
I hill as added support. The vote I 
| was 28 to 12 against a résolu- 9 
I tion by R. L. Maitland, Con- J 
1 servative leader, requesting the g 
I government to table return of I 
| all reports on the oil develop- g 
I mentp J ASKS WITHDRAWAL

U| The C. C. F. voted with the I 
I five Conservatives in the house | 
| on a division demanded by Mait- 
1 land.

Premier Pattullo had asked | 
| Maitland to withdraw the reso- 
I lution on the grounds that not I 
| even commercial drillers made | 
| public reports of developments. | 

Hon. W. J. Asselstine, minis- I 
Iter of mines, said the weekly| 
I drilling reports contained mat-1 
fi lers that would not be in the! 
g public interest to make public.

“We are getting good résulte 
I for the money spent,” he said.] 
I “Lately drilling has been harder I 
I and it miay be necessary to start! 
I another hole. But I can tell the! 
I house that the offer made by the! 
j Esquimalt member (E. V. Fin-] 
j land) for the private inter 
I to take over would look ch 
3 beside some of the offers

Capital 
Accounts
By A. H. WILLIAMSON 

Staff Correspondent

An amendment to the Work-1 
men’s Compensation Act by Up-! 
hill reducing from three years jjj 
to one the period in which 
miner would become eligible fori 
silicosis compensation was with-1 
drawn on the premier’s assur-] 
ance the government would look] 
into the matter fully.

The house completed commit-1 
tee consideration of the revised! 
Mental Hospital’s Act which! 
eliminates the use of the word! 
“lunatic” and substitutes “men-[ 
tally ill” persons. The act was! 
also brought up to date with a I 
number of redrawn and amend-1 
ed sections.

Third reading was given. ttte| 
Election Act.

Six weeks ago, 30 private! 
members of the B. C. Legisla-1 
ture were fretting to reach! 
Victoria and plunge into the! 
merry-go-round of law-mak-f 
ing and high finance and legis-1 
lative debate.

This morning they are all! 
fretting to get back to their! 
offices, their stores, their I 
farms, their homes.

And at 11 o’clock this morn-1 
ing, His Honor, E. W. Ham-1 
ber, will arrive to give Royal] 
assent to approximately 701 
bills and acts, the members I 
will all sing, the National An-1 
them, perhaps have a little! 
horse-play by throwing abouti 
all the bills and acts, the votes j 
and proceedings, the orders of! 
the day, and then they will be J 
free to return from whence I 
they came. Back they will go j 
to the Peace River, to Omin-l 
eca, to Skeena, to the Cariboo, f 
the Kootenays, to all parts of] 
the province.

• • *
During six weeks of activity | 

the Legislature handled 82] 
bills, sat 38 times, held nu-1 
merous committee meetings, 1 
discussed almost everything] 
under the sun, accomplishes 
more than one might think I 
possible in that length of] 
time.

It is, in all likelihood, the] 
last session of the nineteenth] 
Parliament. Unless interna-: 
tional affairs intervene, there] 
will be an election next year—I 
between March 1 and June 15. ™ 

Unless something very un
expected develops at the Row
ell Report Conference in Ot-| 
tawa on Jan. 14, there will] 
not be another session. It will] 
be the twentieth Parliament! 
that next convenes in the Leg-1 
islative Assembly Chamber] 
here.

• * •
The dying moments of the I 

fifth session were not without I 
interest. Young Harold Winch,! 
who has gained more for his I 
C.C.F. party this session than] 
ever before, gave a brilliant] 
display of both party leader-] 
ship and good public service] 
when he threw aside party 
politics in a thoughtful discus
sion of the province’s highway j 
problems.

Alex Paton, who is always I 
in the thick of things, but 
who sometimes seems over
looked in the rush of affairs, 
got in a final parting sugges
tion for the welfare of man
kind, He had noted, he said,] 
that the moustachioed miners 
of early days didn’t seem to| 
suffer from silicosis as modern! 
miners did.

But E. E. Winch had to 
knock the props from beneath 
that idea. Silicosis, he said, 
was one of the earliest-known; 
occupational diseases. It went5 
back way beyond B. C.—an 
he didn’t mean British Colum
bia.

“And in those, days they alii 
wore beards.”
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By A. H. WILLIAMSON 
News-Herald Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, B. C., Dec. 6.—Radical change in road policy 
with establishment of a new type of highway board was 
proposed in a resolution presented to the House on Thursday 
by Harold Winch, C.C.F. House leader.

Winch proposed:
1. Appointment by the legis

lature of a competent engineer 
as road commissioner.

2. A commission to consist of 
the commissioner and all nine 
district engineers of the province.

3. An advisory board consist
ing of representatives of the de
partment of finance, lands, agri
culture, forestry, mines, trade 
and industry.
GET AWAY FROM PARTIES

“Year after year," said Winch, HH 
“the question of roads is brought 
up in this House. It makes one 
think the ability of some mem
bers is judged by what they can 
get for roads in their districts.

“We should get away from our 
parties as far as possible and 
try to work out a good basis for 
road development. The present 
and past system is not good 
enough and doesn't give ef
ficiency."

‘The real issue, however, is 
not of parties but one of meth- 
|ods. We and the people of Brit
ish Columbia want a dollar of 
road fbr every dollar spent.”
NOT C.C.F. POLICY

“The plan I offer is not C.C.F. 
policy, it is just a basis of dis
cussion,” Winch continued.

Outlining the proposed com
mission, Winch said it should 
meet before the legislature ses
sion in order to be able to outline 
the year's needs. It should then 
meet after the session to con- 
aider the best distribution of the 
money voted, and should be the 

arbiters of highway policy.
L» Maitland, Conservative 

said he could see little 
between this plan and 

Sutt*sted by Rolf Bruhn 
M"O'** have formed the 
Pjmuc works engineers into a 
md board and was presented to 

*arller in the session.
<Ub. Cari- hoo) yged a ten year program 

#.000,000 annually. I

“eed
interest-free money far

■WINCH INTRODUCES RESOLUTION FOR RADICAL 
[CHANGE IN B.C. ROAD POLICY
Wants District Road Engineers 

I On Provincial Road Commission
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B. C. SESSION m
END TBIS WEEK

jl VICTORIA, Dee. 1—(CP)-1 
: When It adjourned lor the week

end the B. C Legislature was 
ready to press on for prorogation 
about next Thursday or Friday. 

ï>, Consideration ol the estima tes [j p was completed, paring the ways 
for formal Introduction of thei 

. supply bill st the beginning of

: iÈSll

supply oui it me oeginning 01 
the week. Notice was given thati38
three elHInoe • Hatr trill mm. îiv/nitSv/.three sittings a day will com-; 
mence, but few morning sessionsmay be necessary because thek 
order paper Is comparatively^ 
clear.

Major Issue next week Is 
expected to be the new Techers’ # 
Pension Bill, yet to be Introduced.!’ 
Municipal delegations are plan- ]

:

nlng visits to the government to1 
protest against the Imposition of 
a T per cent, levy on teachers’, 
payroll lists to establish the pen- WÊM
slon fund.

Most of the committees have} 
finished their work, with thejp 
notable exception of the public» 
accounts, where Conservative * 
leader R. L. Maitland, K.C., seeks jj 
to probe various government con
tracts.

Hog, Wool Grading 
To Be Established
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent !

VICTORIA, Nov. 28—Bills In
tended to establish hog grading I 
and wool grading In British Co-1 

i lumbla were Introduced Into the I 
Legislature on Wednesday by I 
Hon. K. C. MacDonald, minister 
of agriculture.

Similar In character, they pro
vide for appointment of Inspec
tors; give authority to such offl- 
clala to enter upon premises, stop 
conveyances and examine books,

I papers and documents relative to 
I sales of wool or hog carcasses.
I It Is provided that Dominion 
I Government officials may be ap- 
| pointed as Inspectors. Dr. Mae- 
| Donald says that the legislation 
lis made necessary In order that 
I there shall be a conformity In this 
I province with federal laws.
I Penalties range from $10 to $50 
I for the first offense, and from $501 
I to $100 upon conviction for sub- 
[sequent offenses.
I Burden of proof is placed on I 
I the accused.
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[Indians and Orientals With Canadian 
I Army Not Entitled to VoteM[

C.C.F. Argument Is Rejected
rx a - ------

By Committee MR. GEORGE MURRAY, MX.A. for 
Lillooet, In the course of a rather 

vague speech defending the R C Gov
ernment against something or other, 

made a striking state- 
DEMOCRACY, ment He said: ‘Those 

boys of ours overseas 
are not fighting with any idea that the 
responsible government set up in Canada 
shall be destroyed or wiped away during 
their absence. They look to us to pre
serve our democratic institutions and 
rights."

Which is a noble thought That is 
how the thing apparently started; we 
went out on a democratic orgie and we 
preached democracy as opposed to dicta
tors and we got ourselves all worked 
up about it.

In this country and In the States we 
still play our themes on this fetish. But 
in England, where they are fighting, I 
think It is very likely that an angry 
people has quite given up bothering about 
democracy as such. They are not now 
fighting for an ideal; they are fighting 
and fighting desperately and with a 
phenomenal courage to down a little in
human beast and his friends—and his 
people too. For no longer do we hear 
that stupid cry that we are not fighting 
the German people. We have discovered 
that we are fighting the German people, 
a people that has become blood-drunk 
with its local successes. We can renew 
the bit about democracy when ve have 
won.

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — Indians 

and Orientals serving with the 
British forces either in Canada 
or overseas are not entitled to 
vote.

That point was established to
day by the special committee of | 
the Legislature meeting today to 
discuss the Provincial Elections 
Act

Colin Cameron (Comox) re
opened the C.C.F. argument that 
Indians and Orientals who are 
willing to give their lives for 
Canada should be entitled to the 
vote.

"The only basis for excluding 
Indians from the vote is that they 
are wards of the government, 
technically minors,” Mr. Cameron 
said. "But It is difficult to see

■ “They understand it sufficiently
■ to want to fight for it,” retorted 
1 Mr. Winch.

I Discussion on the right to vote I raised the question of whether a 
I man becomes a British subject on I 
I taking the oath of allegiance.
I Cameron said Americans were 
I permitted to join the Canadian 
I forces without losing their citi-1 
I zenship, providing they signed a I 
I declaration to this effect.
I "Which means they do not be- n 
| come British subjects,” declared | 
|| Mr. Maitland. I

WAR MISTER
CABLES DENIAL

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Emphatic 

contradiction to statements made 
In the Legislature by Colin Cam
eron, C. C. F. member lor Comox, 
r„ croft,

war, was ai 
I as a supply 
government |

to the effect that Lord 
under-secretary for 1 

Fascist and had acted 
agent for the Franco u-——••>'=■>• 
during the Spanish Civil War, 
came today In a cable from Lord 
Croft

His lordship ssks to be in
formed If any such libels are re
peated outside of the protection
of the Legislature.

Lord Croft cabled to George 
Murray, Liberal member for Lll- 
looet, who denied the allegations 
of Mr. Cameron when made In 
the House. In his cable Lord 
Croft stated:

"Grateful for your Interven
tion. The charge about by sup
port of Fascism Is grotesque. I 
have opposed and detested all to
talitarian forms of government 
from the start as enemies of 
democracy, And leading, inevit
ably, to war™

“I have never been the agent

CHARGES "RAKE-OFF'

Flashes False Teeth
I By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 

VICTORIA, Dec. 3. — Colin 
I Cameron’s attempt to have the 
I Dentistry Act amended to permit 

j mechanical dentists to repair 
false teeth, was defeated on sec
ond reading of his bill, late Mon
day night It was voted down de- I spite the dramatic production on 

I the part of E. E. Winch, Burnaby, 
I of a huge false plate which he 
I declared a professional dentist

I
I had not been able to tlx.

"It's a big rakeoff that pro
fessional dentists get that keeps 
many poor people without teeth,” 
the C.C.F. member declared. 
“They can’t afford $80 tor a plate 
that costs not more than $10; they 
can not stand the racketeering.”

reading of his bill, said that re
quirement In the Dentistry Act 
that members of the public could 
not take plates to mechanical den
tists for, repairs, added greatly, 
to the cost of the work, as the 
order had to be placed through 
a professional dentist His 
amendment would do away with 
this.

Attorney-General Wismer de
clared that there was danger In 
permitting the return to the prac
tice contemplated by the amend
ing bill. It was necessary that 
plates should be properly fitted, 
and this could only be done by a 
qualified dentist. "Doctors win 
teU you that aU kinds of trouble 
—even cancer—can come from 111-

of any foreign government and 
In the Spanish war fought stren
uously against Intervention and 
opposed furnishing supplies to
either side.

"Cameron’s suggestion that I 
was In charge of purchases of

l any foreign country In Britain Is 
as Insulting as It Is false. 

"Thanks to the policy of the
British Government, Spain, al
most alone among the nations of
Europe, has to date resisted Nazi 
tutelage.

"If these libels are repeated 
outside of the Legislature, I 
would be glad to be Informed.

"I would be grateful It denial 
can be conveyed to the press.”

Mr. Murray stated, upon re
ceipt of the cable this morning, 
that he would seek to bring the 
matter to the attention of the 
Legislature, probably on a ques-
Him #«♦

Mr, Cameron, moving aecond 1 lilting platei,” he declared.

The Legislature, like any spinning top, 
shows signs of running down.

replied. “But the 
of allowing Orientals to 
wrong. They do not

tion of privilege.
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Plan Increases Burnaby Tax RatRe-funding
BOOST WILL BE AT THE CAPITAL

Government Acts to Prevent 
Depletion of B.C. Game Stock

3 MILLS: GRAY
By Dally Province staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Burnaby’s 
tax rate will go up ai a result 
ol the refunding scheme Included 
in a bill which passed second 
reading In the Legislature Mon
day afternoon.

By Just how much It will be In

lay Vancouver Dally Province Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Hunting and fishing lodges may be 

controlled under the Game Act to prevent overfishing of lakes 
and streams and excessive hunting of game in depleted areas, 
Attorney-General Gordon Wismer told the Legislature 
Monday.

_j 13Maitland,

Waaed was a matter of argu
ment between E. E. Winch, C.C.F. 
member for Burnaby, and Hon. A. 
Wells Gray, minister of munici
pal affairs. Mr. Winch said that 
the rate would be raised by 10 
mills—from 47 to 57 mills; while 
Mr. Gray maintained It should 
not be more than 3 mills.

Mrs. H. D. Smith, Liberal, Bur- 
rard, asked if the passage of the 
bill woule result In a return to 
the taxpayers of management of 
their own affairs.
COMMISSION CONTINUES.

The minister said

| Inefficiency Denied
protested these pro

visions In the act as giving the 
government too much power to 
interfere in business.

“This is yet another Instance 
of interfering with the little man 
about whom we hear so much 
from the other side of the House 
whenever economy Is mentioned," 
Mr. Maitland said.
TO AID TOURISTS.

The attorney-general declared 
the act was aimed at providing 
improved accommodation for 
tourists and restricting the num
ber of lodges in certain areas 
according to the amount of game 
available.

He mentioned one or two small 
lakes in the province that were 
being over-fished at the present 
time.

Amendments to the Game Act 
giving farmers the right to shoot 
game which destroy their crops 
were approved.

“A farmer can kill game to 
protect his crops any time," the 
attorney-general said. “There is 
nothing to stop him from eating 
It but he must notify the game 
warden and satisfy him the game 
has been killed for a lawful pur
pose."

Says Agricultural 
Laws Go Too Far
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Legisla
tion governing agriculture has 
been carried so far In British Co
lumbia that "you can not give 
away a sack of potatoes without 
permission.”

So said Harold Winch (C. C. F. 
leader) in the Legislature, Mon
day, when the “Poultry and Poul
try Products Act" came before 
the committee of supply and was

REFUTED HERE
Charges of Inefficiency in Van- 

couver shipyards made by Harold 
E. Winch (C.C.F.) in the Pro
vincial Legislature merely reveal 
his ignorance of the industry, L 
C. Campbell, business agent of

Arbitration Date 
On Fish Prices 
Is Advanced

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent 
-An amend-

that he 
thought that the commissioner- 
ship should be continued for two 
or three years, until it was dem
onstrated that a council would 
be able to handle the affairs of 
the community.

T am not a legal man, but I 
maintain that as soon as Burnaby 
comes to an arrangement with 
the bondholders, then she Is en
titled to have an elected council 
and school board," declared Mr. 
Winch.

The minister had said that the 
bondholders were consulted; the 
bank had been consulted—but 
had the taxpayers been consulted 
to see If they could bear addi
tional burdens entailed by the 
scheme? the Burnaby member 
asked. There were two boards

Local No. 1, Boilermakers’ and 
Iron Shipbuilders’ Union of Can
ada, declares In a statement given
to The Vancouver Dally Province 
today.

‘"Hie local yards here have 
probably turned out more work 
this year than any other plants In 
Canada of the same capacity 
could have done with the same 
number of men," Mr. Campbell 
says.

‘The foremen and men em
ployed in the local yards are cer
tainly as efficient as will be found 
anywhere on this continent, and 
each one turns out a good day's 
work, otherwise they are soon 
out of a job

‘‘There are times when certain 
work Is held up for want of ma
terial, which is quite natural to 
happen in these times, but even 
then there are various other Jobs 
that the workmen can be em
ployed at.

"Mr. Winch had better stay 
with his own line of business and 
let competent shipbuilders look 
after the construction of war
ships required by the govern
ment.”

VICTORIA, Dec. 3. 
ment to the Fisheries Act given 
second reading In the Legislature 
on Monday night will permit 
"blue back salmon trollers” to 
come within the arbitration 
clauses of the act Arbitration

1 to April L
Hon. G. S. Pearson, commis

sioner of fisheries, explained that

■milMED the date by a month. This meant 
that negotiations would be con
ducted In plenty of time to permit 
an agreement to be reached with
out losing any work.

“The cannera object to It, butBy Daily Province Staff CorreiDondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Declaring I think that it is fair," he ex

plained.
Formerly arbitration proceed

ings did not include trollers. Now 
they are placed In the same cate
gory with other salmon fisher
men.

that “there must be a limit to 
which the Legislature should be 
asked to go In passing legislation 
for a Vancouver organization,” R. 
L. Maitland, Conservative leader, 
strongly opposed amendments to 
the Commodities Minimum Loss 
Act, which was Introduced by 
Mis. H. D. Smith, Vancouver-Bur- 
jard, on Monday afternoon. The 
Bill was given second reading 
4t the night sitting.

| The retail merchants’ organiza
tion had obtained an act In 1937. 
It was amended In 1938, and now, 
said Mr. Maitland, "They come 
back with a synthetic price-fix
ing basis, whereby you reach out 
Into the air pick a price."

Hon, Gordon Wismer stated 
that the principle was established 
when the parent act was passed 
that there must be orderly mar-
UK— * •----------*

stopping hospital sweepstakes In 
this province?” Tom Uphill, 
Labor member for Femle, asked 
the Legislature last night 

“Sweepstakes don’t hurt any
one,” he added. “Everyone en-

A formula could 
out satistactoril;

of the act
marchai

for the bene-

out Premier
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|City in J ^ast--Diteh ]Figfit 1
IMAYOR MAKES 

PLEA IN HOUSE
A last-ditch light for larger 

grants lor Vancouver was made 
by Mayor Tellord on the floor ol 
the Legislature this afternoon. Al
dermen unanimously authorized 
his worship's intercession before 
the House at a special City Coun
cil meeting this morning at which 
the mayor, in a written state
ment, pointed out that il the 
government would not give the 
city more aid it would mean lift
ing the tax rate to “the last 
notch, a thing we have been light
ing to avoid.”

The city has legal authority to 
raise the mill rate approximately 
114 mills.

It was pointed out by the 
mayor, however, that any in
crease in the rate would not 
necessarily mean an increase in 
taxes, but that it would be a “re
adjustment" to compensate lor 
an annual loss ol $75,600 in rev
enue caused by a drop of $1,523,- 
384 In taxable assessment in the 
1941 assessment roll.

The emergency session ol the 
council was called by the mayor 
to discuss the severe assessment 
drop and consequent loss in rev
enue. The mayor liew to Victoria 
immediately alter the council 
meeting.

The formal resolution author
izing the mayor to emphasize the 
dropped assessments before the 
House asked him to press lor 
restoration of some or all the 
grants which the city formerly 
enjoyed but which have since 
Men cut off or reduced.

His worship’s statement de
clared the city is practically help
less to control revenues and ex-

inditures and that aid must be 
orthcomlng from the govem-
lent
Figures issued on Saturday by 

[Chester Green, acting assessment 
commissioner, indicated the dty 
[would lose about $104,000 because 
of assessment reductions.

Revised figures announced to
day show that the small amount 
ol tax sale property cut Irom 
taxable assessment in the 1941 
roll as compared with the $1,007,- 
550 in tax sales holdings dropped 
from the 1940 roll had not been 
taken into consideration. When 
the adjustment was made it re
vealed the dty will lose only 
—.600.

Apprenticeship Act 
Amendment Accepted
By Dally Province Stall Correspondent I

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Second j 
reading was given to an amend-1 
ment to the Apprenticeship Act, I 
introduced by Hon. George S. I 
Pearson, minister of labor, which I 
will permit persons under the I 
age ol 21 to be temporarily em-1 
ployed in trades requiring ap. I 
prentices.

It was found that In the rush I 
of war work that some plants I 
could use young men, but could I 
not apprentice them, as there I 
would be no guarantee of con-1 
tinuance of employment for them | 
at the dose of hostilities.

Pattullo’s Comment 
On Tariff Changes

VICTORIA, Dec.3—It is impera-1 
five that Canada should curtail I 
her foreign purchases except for I 
war purposes, said Premier Pat-1 
tullo today when asked to com-1 
ment on the federal budget

"At this time it is important 1 
that we preserve our internal I 
economy as far as possible,” the I 
Premier said. Therefore we must | 
curtail our foreign purchases ex
cept for war purchases.”

The Premier declined to make I 
any direct reference to the fed-1 
eral budget except to say that it [ 
was very much as he expected.

ARREST FOR READINGI 
‘OUTLAW’ BOOKS III
By Daily Province Staff Correspondent I

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—People I 
are being arrested in B. C. for j 
reading literature which “every I 
educated person should have I 
read,” complained Colin Cam
eron (C.C.F., Comox) in the ] 
Legislature last night.

Sam Guthrie ( C.C.F., Cowichan-1 
Newcastle) and E. E. Winch (C. j 
C. F., Burnaby) joined him in [ 
attacking the attorney-general’s | 
department for what they called I 
“indiscriminate” arrest of persons I 
found in possession of so-called | 
subversive literature.

Mr. Guthrie cited the case of I 
a man sent to jail because of I 
having common Socialist litera-1 
ture in his possession. One of f 
the books, he said, was Webb’s | 
treatise on Soviet Russia.

I Tenders for Painting 
J City Motor Building
I By Dally Province staff Correspondent I 

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—Tenders I 
I for the painting of the interior of I 
I the motor vehicle building in Van-1 
j couver were opened by Hon. C. S. I 
I Leary, minister of public works, I 
I Monday. They were F. B. Down-1 
ling, $2305; F. J. Morley Ltd.,
I $2922.25; Chicken & Tipping, | 
I $2500; Charles H. Brawn A Son,
I $2746.35; Jos. Boshard $3052; I 
I John Webber, $3447.20; General | 
1 Decorators Ltd., $2990.

I Raps Oil Estimate
| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent | 

VICTORIA, Dec. 3.—An estl- 
| mate of $50,000 for oil exploitation I 
in the Peace River area brought I 

I forth critical questions from Her-1 
| bert Anscomb, independent mem-1 
ber for Victoria, in the Legis-1 
lature last night
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ittomev-General Wismer Denies ^my| 
Connection With Celona Release

SAYS OTTAWA 
HANDLED CASE!

I By Dally Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—Attorney.

I General Gordon Wlemer denied 
I that he had any connection with 
I the release of Joe Celona when 
Ir. L. Maitland, Conservative 
I leader, raised the question in the 
1 Legislature Tuesday night 
1 Celona was sentenced to 11 
I years in the penitentiary several 
I years ago on a charge of white 
I slavery. He was released early 
I this year but the parole was can- 
I celled later and he Is now serving 
! his sentence.

Mr. Maitland, asking for a re- I turn of all correspondence in the I Celona case, said he realized ad- 
I ministration of justice was In the 
I hands of the province, while a 
I parole was a matter for the Do- 
I minion authorities.
1 ASKS INVESTIGATION.

"The matter of the parole was 
I brought up in the Federal House I by the member for North Van- I couver (James Sinclair) who de- 
! mended to know why the depart- 
| ment of justice freed Celona

“The public has a right to 
[know what representations were I made to Ottawa for his release," 
I Mr, Maitland said. "Then, for no 
I apparent reason, Mr, Sinclair I withdrew the motion. Why, no- I body seems to know."

Mr. Wismer, in response, said:
“At the time Mr. Sinclair 

I brought the matter up at Ot- 
I tawa I was in that city on mat- 
Iters of great Importance to the 
I public ot British Columbia. Sin- 
I clair saw me tor several days, 
I but never said a word about this 
lease and the first I knew ot It 
1 was when It was brought up on 
I the floor of the Federal Parlla- 
I ment
I NO RESPONSIBILITY.

"Responsibility for parole," he I said, “Is not that of the attorney- 
[general. I have.no authority at 
I all. Paroles are a regular rou- 
■ tine of tl* remissions branch 
I which makes enquiries ot men 
I who prosecuted the case."

At the time ot the Celona 
lease, Mr. Wismer declared, he 
I was not attorney.general. The 
I attorney-general at that time was 
I Mr. Sloan, now a Justice ot the 
| Court ot Appeal

"Two men I know were asked 
"out the Cleons case by Ottawa. 

[One ot them eent hie reply direct 
I to Ottawa; the other sent his to 
Imy office and It was lorwarded 

*0 Ottawa."
The attorney-general said the 

I correspondence was not produced 
I because Hon. Mr. Lapointe could 
Inot give names of people eon- 

because of the hlghly- 
ntial nature ot the cons- 

Once.
“Why snould I produce that 

tor the perusal J honorable friend (Mr.
ind)f" he asked.

“ tor North Van- 
his motion at

FT a terrific spasm of attachment to the , 
things that count the government at I 

Victoria has Introduced an amendment 
to the Provincial Coat of Arms Act with 

the object of offering I 
WATCH YOUR greater safeguards. It 
CREST. is perhaps news to

many that we had a 
Provincial Coat of Arms Act I didn't 
know it I always thought these things 
were controlled by the College of Her- | 
aids, occupying that dignified little build
ing In Queen Victoria street near the I 
Times office. But perhaps the Germans 
have bombed It and it thus becomes us | 
to carry on the good work.

I wonder who our local expert Is? 
Who Is there among our more removed 
officials who could sit down and describe 
a coat of arms In such terms as: “Three 
Mullets argent on a field azure surmount
ing two balls sable on a field gules dexter 
opposing a bend or on a field vert”?

It's rather a garish pattern, if you I 
see what I mean. But it Illustrates the I 
Idea. All you gallant lads from the Old 
Country had better get out the old shield 
and make sure you are within your 
rights in carrying such armorial bear» j 
togs.

•FIGHTING JOE" RECALLED

Chinese Took Premier’s Name!
By DaUy Province Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Dec. 4. — Hon. 
Joseph Martin, K.C., was a pre
mier of British Columbia. He 
was an outstanding figure to 
public life of the province in the 
early years of the present cen
tury.

"Joe" Martin's name re-echoed 
through the Legislative Chamber 
on Tuesday.

It was George M. Murray, 
Llllooet member, who recalled 
the old warrior of B. C. politics. 
The matter before the Legls- 
lature at the moment was the 
"Change of Name Act." The 
act, which was approved, will 
compel all foreign-horn persons 
who have changed their names 
in the past 20 years, to notify the 
director of "vital statistics of tile 
change.

Mr. Murray—Will this measure I 
prevent a Chinaman from taking | 
the name of a Scotsman?

Attorney-General Wismer said I 
that it might protect the ancient | 
Scottish clans to that extent

“Well," went on Mr. Murray,! 
“I am not Joking. Now there! 
was a Chinaman In Vancouver! 
who went by the name of Joel 
Martin. He called himself after! 
‘Fighting Joe.'

"After Mr. Martin died, a| 
Chinaman took the house where! 
he had been living. The tele-1 
phone was registered to the! 
name of Joseph Martin, so in-f 
stead of having It changed to! 
Long Fuey—or whatever his I 
name happened to be—the China-1 
man changed his name to con-1 
form with the telephone regis-| 
tratlon, and thereafter was I 
known as ‘Joe Martin.’ “

\SPECIAL PENSION RULING

[Cleveland Will Be Retained!
1 Deny Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. 4—Dr. E. A. 

eland, chairman ot Greater 
Vancouver Joint Sewerage and 

_ i Board, will not have to 
i when he reaches the age of 

—'«tion. A special bill 
i second reading In the

.................... \«e- ' '

A- Wells Gray paid tribute to the I 
services of Dr. Cleveland, and! 
said that the board did not want I 
to lose him through euperannua-1 
tion. 1

I HOUSE HEARS" 
MAYOR’S PLI

By Daily Province staff Corresponde, 
VICTORIA, Dec. 4. — Premier! 

[ Pattullo declined to make a de-1 
■ finite statement with regard to I 
H the possibility of additional!

grants for the City of Vancouver! 
I in reply to a plea from Mayor! 
[Telford on the floor of the Pro-1 
[vincial Legislature Tuesday. [
| Mayor Telford pointed out Van-L
[couver is facing a serious situa-1 
[tion as a result of the reduction! 
| in assessment values by $1,523,384 !

Premier PattuUo said that the| 
| Provincial Government was | 

"seized of the importance of the I 
[situation in Vancouver, as it is| 
I in respect of municipalities gen-| 
[erally."
| ANSWER IS NO?

When R. L. Maitland, K.C, I 
| Conservative leader, asked for a| 
| definite statement on the part ! 
[of the government to the repre-| 
[sentations made by Mayor Tel-| 
[ford, the Premier intimated that| 
[the government would make a| 
| statement in due course.

Mr. Maitland—Then the answer 1 
[Is “no." x

The mayor explained that the| 
I assessment commission over | 
| which the City Council had no | 
| power, had reduced the assess-1 
I ment, thereby cutting the revenue | I anticipated from taxation by I 
I $75,600. He had been instructed I 
I by the council to ask for some | 
I measure of relief, In the form of | 
I Increased grants or participation I 
I in the gasoline tax, liquor profits I 
I or other forms of assistance | 
I which were formerly extended to I I municipalities.
I Herbert Anscomb, Conserva-1 
I tive, Victoria — What revenue I 
I would result from an Increase of | 
| one mill in the tax rate?

Mayor Telford—About $200,000. | 
Mr. Anscomb—Then you only [ 

| require to Increase the rate by I 
I one-half mill. Property which | 

has been relieved by the amount | 
I of the assessment drop would | 
I again pay the revenue required.

Fighting Teachers 
‘Date With Hitler 

Misunderstood
, VICTORIA, Dec. A—Hon. G. M.
Iwelr, minister of education, told 
Ithe Legislature last night that 
199 per cent of Its 420 teachers 
| of British Columbia are loyal 
| to the British flag.
I Certain misunderstandings nsa 
I arisen. One teacher said he had 

"a date with Hitler.” That 
teacher enlisted next day, wlm| 
a view to keeping his date with [ 
Hitler. .

Some of hie pupils thought he I 
meant that he was friendly to | 
Hitler.
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Reduction in Teachers’ Pensions Provided

ÎMINIMÜM RATE 
OF $50 FIXED!

I By Deny Province Staff Correspondent!
1 ; VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—Teachers!
I pensions now In force will be cuff 
I by one-third of the amount by 
| Which they exceed $40 a monthj 
I but lii no case shall be reduo 
j below $50 monthly. This Is onej 
I of the features of the ne»
I Teachers’ Pension Act now 
I fore the Legislature.

Inspectors and others who 
come under both the Teachers’!

| Pensions Act and the Supers 
annuatlon Act will lose one-thlrda 
*f their teacher pension where! 
the combined pensions exceed $501 
egonthly.

" EAployees of the Teachers’! 
Federation are Included in the|

I provisions of this measure.
I CONTRIBUTE MORE.

As announced In the budgetl 
! address of Hon. John Hart,B 
I teachers will contribute an addi-|
1 tlonal 1 per cent of their sala-1 
| ries lor the next 20 years. ThlsJ 
makes the contributions on the I 
part of teachers 5 per cent of I 
their earnings. School boards,! 
as employers, must contribute 71 
per cent of the teachers’ aala-f 

| ries to the fund.
Special provisions are Included I 

| by which employees of the de-1 
tment of education may I

__tidpate In both the teachers’ I
pension plan and the Superan-j 
nuatlon Act which covers the! 

I dvll service.
Teachers who join the mill-1 

I tary, naval or air services “shall I 
be deemed to be in service to an I 
employer to whom this act ap-| 

1 piles.” Further school boards! 
may make contributions equal! 
to the 4 per cent payment made I 
by teachers for those who enlist | 
with the armed forces.

S May Demand Voters’ 
■Registration Cards
■By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I 
I VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—A sugges-1 
I tion by Mayor Telford of Van-| 
■couver that national registration I 
■cards be a requisite of voting at! 
■municipal elections was consld-1 
lered to nave such merit that 1 
■Hon. A. Wells Gray, minister of I 1 lands, moved that amendments f 
I to the Municipal Elections Act I 
I be continued in the committee I 
■stage while the Idea was studied. ! 
■ Attofney-Generai G. S. Wis-I 
|mer said that he thought the| 

suggestion was a good one.

IRAPS CHANGES 
IN MEDICO ACT

| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent !
VICTORIA, Dec. 4—'TotaU-1 

I tarlan legislation,” tending to I 
] place greater power In the hands I 

of fewer people, was how Harold I 
I Winch, C. C. F. leader, referred I 
I to an act to amend the “Medical I 
I Act,” which came before the I 
! Legislature for second reading J 
j Tuesday afternoon.

Mr. Winch complained that au-1 
I thorlty previously Invested In the I 
j medical council was passing Into I 
I the hands of the council execu-1 
I tlve, so that the executive would [ 
J have “absolute authority” over | 
I the council
I CARRIED TO LIMIT.

“Government supporters say I 
I they object to centralisation of | 

power, yet In this amended bill I 
we see that principle carried to ( 
the limit, with 'centralization of I 

I authority placed in the hands of I 
j a small body."

Mr. Winch declared health In- j 
I surance was not in effect today, j 
I because of the attitude of medi-1 
j cal men, who had failed to reach 1 
1 any agreement with the govern-1 
I ment

He claimed certain sections of I 
I the act gave wider powers to I 
j members of the medical proies- j 
I sion to treat cases that were han- j 
I died hitherto by practitioners In j 
certain specialized fields.

| LOSING CONFIDENCE.
“If this bill Is not camouflsged | 

I for something else, then It can be I 
I clarified very easily,” he said.

E. E. Winch (C.C.F., Burnaby), I 
I said while he had a great admira-1 
j tion for doctors as Individuals, I 
I collectively he felt they were “a I 
I menace to the well-being of the | 
I community.”

“An increasing number of I 
I people are losing faith in the I 
I orthodox medical profession and I 
I are placing more confidence In I 
I other practitioners,” he declared. I

AT THE CAPITAL

Workmen’s Compensation Act 
[Enquiry Pledged by Pearson]
I (By Vancouver Dally Province Staff Correspondent.)

VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—There will be some manner of en
quiry into the interpretations of the Workmen’s Compensa-1 
tion Board within the coming year. Definite assurance to 
this effect was given to Harold E. Winch, CC.F. leader, by I 
Hon. George S. Pearson, minister of labor, In the Legislature I 
Tuesday night after a lengthy discussion of the board.

I Mr. Winch, In speaking to a^
I resolution asking for a committee 
j of the Legislature to conduct an 
] enquiry, made it clear that he 
■ was not attacking the members 
] of the Workmen's Compensation 
| Board. He believed them to be 
I men of strictest probity end in- 
I tegrlty.
I CHANGES NEEDED.

It was nearly 20 years since the 
! act had been brought Into force.
I Conditions had changed In that 
I time, and certain Interpretations 
I given were working actual hard- 
] ships. It was time that the 
I whole situation was reviewed.
I There were six major points that 
I such a review should consider:
I k Is it necessary for workmen 
1 In British Columbia to prove 
I that an accident has occurred, or 
I is such the duty of the Ijoard?
~ Was It the Intention of the 

Legislature in passing the act 
I that the board was to determine 
I whether the condition of an in- 
I jured person was caused by an 
9 accident: and was It the intention 
1 that a person who felt aggrieved 
I under a negative decision of the 
I board should be put to the ex- 
j pense of employing private physl- 
j clans to prove his contention?
13. Was It the intention when the 
I act was passed to penalize 
I workmen permanently Injured by 
I making them bear the cost of 
I materials made necessary by such 
I Injuriea? In this respect he re- 
I ferred to artificial limbs. Why 
I should repairs and replacements 
I be at the cost of the Injured 
I worker?
14. By what legislative authority 

does the board classify a man
I as being able to do light work 
I following an Injury and cut his 
I pension by as much si 50 per 
I cent.?
15. Where does the board get 
I " authority to assess disability 
I and pay compensation by actua- 
I rial standards as used by lnsur- 
I ance companies and not by the 
I formula as set out In the parent 
I legislation?
I 0, Was it the Intention that a 
I worker following his usual 
I employment, but employed tem- 
I porarily by an employer not cov- 
I ered by compensation, should be 
I denied compensation II Injured?

To Study Health 
Restorative Resources
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I

VICTORIA, Dec. 4 —Develop-1 
ment of natural health restora
tive resources of B. C. was urged I 
In the Legislature last night by I 
Harold Winch, C. C. F. leader, I 
who declared some of the great-1 
est facilities of the province are | 
as yet undeveloped and unused.

Mr. Winch withdrew his résolu-1 
tion that a select committee be I 
appointed to investigate the pot-1 
slbtiitiea of the province on as-1 
surance from the government I 
that this Investigation would be [ 
made.

Re-funding Plan 
For Coquitlam
By Dally Province staff Ceneepeedeat I

VICTORIA, Dee. 4^-Whan the I 
dty of Port Coquitlam was taken I 
from Coquitlam district In the I 
year 1911 the district 
$220,060. It was agreed that the I 
two authorities should jointly I 
carry this burden of bonded debt I 
The bonds are due next year, and I 
legislative sanction la being asked I 
to a scheme of refunding the in-1 
debtedness.

In speaking to the bin for re-1 
funding In the House on Tues-1 
day, Hon. W. Wells Gray, 
later of municipal affairs, said I 
that there were $120,000 in the! 
Joint sinking funds. The bond-j 
holders had agreed to a refunding I 
scheme—at least 80 per cent of I 
them had done so.

The old issue bore Interest at I 
5 per cent The debenture-1 
holders had agreed to a new Issue I 
bearing Interest at the rate oil 
3)4 per cent The Royal Bank [ 
of Canada would act aa trustee, | 
and payments on account of both I 
principal and Interest would be | 
made In annual Instalments,
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Might Be Irksome

Game Act 
Amendment 
Is Withdrawn

HOW IT BECAME BANKRUPT

Teacher Payments Towan 
Pensions Were Not Match<

‘T wouldsay at all time» tfiâtl 
you are morally right, while l| 
am correct,” replied Mr, Ang-I 
comb, amid laughter.

By Daily Province Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA, Dec. 5—The man

ner in which the original teachers’ 
pension scheme became bankrupt, 
necessitating a new plan, was 
explained to the Legislature by 
Hon. G. M. Weir, minister ot edu
cation, upon second reading ol 
the bill in the Legislature on 
Wednesday.

In the 1929 act, provision was 
made (or contributions from 
teachers, but no contributions 
were required from employers. 
Annuities, however, were based 
upon matching the amounts con
tributed by the teachers. This 
matching was purely fictitious, as 
there was no other source of 
funds than the personal contri
butions of the teachers them
selves, except a donation of 
$25,000 annually from the treas
ury for ten years.

This meant that when teachers 
retired the money with which to 
double their personal funds was 
taken from current contributions.! 
At present, there are 287 teachers 
In receipt of pensions, drawing 
$151,508 annually. It is esti-

■ By Dally Province. Staff Correipondent 
I VICTORIA, Dec. 4.—In defer-

Hence to members on both sides 
Hof the Legislature who objected 
Hto the proposal in the bill to 
H amend the Game Act to estab- 
I lish government control and su- 
I pervision over hunting and fish-
■ ing lodges, Attorney-General Gor- 
I don S. Wismer agreed to with- 
* draw the clause.

É
lt was R. L. Maitland, Con
servative leader, who suggested 
I that the clause be deleted for 
I this year. It would be irksome to 

m a number of "little people — of H whom the government is always 
I talking—who were trying to eke 
I out a living by catering to tour- 
■ 1st».'"

Mrs. H. D. Smith, Vancouver- 
I Burrard, Liberal, was in favor of 
I the provision. She said that it 
I would establish minimum stand- 
I ards and would be attractive to 
I tourists. It would set up stand- 
I ards of sanitation and service.

Dr. J. J. Gillis, Liberal, Yale, 
Hwas Just as strong in opposition 
Hto the measure. He did not think 
H that it was warranted. The attor- H ney-general said that it was ap- 
H proved by game associations. 
H Well, went on the doctor, “I’m a H member of as fine a game organ- 
Hlzation as there is In this prov- 
Hince, and we don’t ask for it"

ASKS BURNABY

pie in spite of objections raised' 
from different sides of the House.

“The day this bill goes into 
effect,” Mr. Winch said, “Burnaby 
is no longer in default and auto-i 
matically she is entitled to an 
elective jouncil without any au
thority from this Legislature.” 
GRAY DIFFERS.

! Hon. Wells Gray, minister of 
lands, took a different view. From 
experience he had found that 
once a municipality had been! 
administered by a commissioner, 
as Burnaby had, the citizens were 
[reluctant to return to an elective 
council.

I “For instance," he said, “Prince 
Rupert had a commissioner for a 
number of years. Now they want 
p town manager.”

Herbert

PLAN Aim BODY
FOR MENTAL CASES

Anscomb (Indepen- 
lent, Victoria), said he was op- 
rosed to an elective council being 
■estored to Burnaby. He declared 
he bill was premature.

Argument between Hon. WeBsl 
3ray and Conservative and G Cl 
fc members of the House as to 
vhether Burnaby would be en
tiled to an elective council next 
rune failed to reach any définit* 
«inclusion.

By Daily Province Staff Correipondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. 4. -Establish

ment of a panel of medical prac- 
» en-titloners, apart from those __ 

gaged on the staff of a mental 
hospital, to act as a court of 
appeal to hear applications of 
persons committed to mental hos
pitals is included in a new Mental 
Hospitals Bill now before the
Legislature.

The new provision is in line 
with the recommendations made 
to the Legislature for several 
years by E. E. Winch, G G F.,|

ally in Vancouver, where thi 
teachers were being rescued ii 
respect of their fund, but “thi 
civicBurnaby.

The entire act has been with
drawn in the new measure, which 
covers 37 pages.

Another feature that has been 
urged on the House by Mr. Winch 
has been adopted. It is the elimi
nation of the word Intime to de
scribe persons committed to hos
pitals. They are described ai 
being "mentally ill.”

inployees are left on ti 
In connection with thi Retiring *Age Limit 

Has Been Increased
| VICTORIA, Dec. 5. —Vancou-j 

vet’s police chief and acting pollcei 
chief will not be required to re-1 
tire on superannuation at the age 
of sixty years, according to an 
unendment to the Municipal 

! Superannuation Act introduced! 
by provincial secretary.

Under existing legislation fire
men and policemen must retire 
qt the age of sixty. The limit! 
has been Increased, only in rep-1 
Pect of Vancouver, by five years.!

nui ties under the Dominion Govj 
emment scheme in the first place] 

“I am tired of being told that 
things are actuarily sound, and 
then we find that they are notq 
he exclaimed.
WOULD PAY 20 PER CENT. 

Herbert Anscomb (IndepenJ



Shipbuilding Industry
Sir: In your paper ol Decern- 

er 3 there Is a statement headed L 
Vlnch Charges Are Refuted I 

iere." The tenor of the remarks I 
i your paper conclusively proves | 
hat there is some misunderstand-1 
ng as to statements made by I 
nyself relative to the shipbulld- 
ng industry in the Province of 
Iritish Columbia. I

In order to clarify the sttua- 
jon, I have written to Mr. L. C. I 
iampbell who was your inform
ât. I feel it is essential that 
his matter should also be clari- ' 
led to your readers and would, 
herefore, request the kindness I 
if your columns for the publics-1 
tion of my letter sent to Mr. 

npbell.
Sincerely yours,

HAROLD E. WINCH, M.L.A.

Mr. L. C. Campbdl,
Business Agent Local No. 11 

Boilermakers A Iron Shipbuild. 
rs’ Union of Canada:
Sir: My attention has been 

brought to an item in the De-1 
cember 3 issue of The Vancouver 
[province, in which you are 
quoted as refuting alleged 
charges by myself of inefficiency 
In Vancouver Shipyards. The 
tenor of your remarks implies 
[that I questioned the efficiency 
of the Workers employed in the 
shipbuilding Industry- I am not 

[aware where you could have ob- 
|tained the Impression that I, in 
[speech, statement or writing, I 
[ever questioned the ability of 
[the shipyard workers.
I For the information of your-
I self and your members, this is 
Ito inform you that the only time
II have ever discussed shipyard I 
I work was in a speech on thel 
| floor of the Legislature made!

relative to Canada’s war effort [
| At that time I pointed out that!
| our dally papers were stressing!
| the need of additions to the Cana-|
| dlan Navy and of replacements!
| to fill the need occasioned by the!
| sinking of merchantmen by|
| enemy action.

I declared that there was cause!
| for a charge of inefficiency if this!
| need was not being met by the!
| full utilization of British Colum-|
| bia's shipbuilding yards, and fur-1 
[ther stated that In my opinion,!
| British Columbia could produce!
| three times the ships at present!
| being turned out; and therefore,r 
| as we have this productive power,!
| it was gross inefficiency to be|
| carrying on as we are.

I feel certain that you 
| agree with my contention. I ;
| strong exception to the last para]
| graph of the press report in 
| which you are quoted as saying d 

"Mr. Winch had better stay wltT 
| his own line of business and '
| competent shipbuilders look aftef 
| the construction of warships re- 
| qulred by the government,” for 
| the reason that I do not make it 
| a practice to speak on those mat!
| ters of which I have no know!-]
| edge.
| The very basis of the or 
| remarks that I have ever mad 
| relative to shipbuilding has been 
| supplied to me by men in tT 
| employ of the shipyards; and 
| the many who have spoken to 
| me, practically all of them are] 
| employed in North Vancouver 
| and are iron workers, and I there- 
| fore take it for .grant* they are 
I members of your own local | 
| union.

Trusting that this clarifie, the] 
| situation and that you’
I that this communication is read I 
| at the next business meeting of I

7overnment Grant

TELFORD SEEKS 
CUTS SHARE

Mayor Telford is in Victorlal 
today conferring with govem-l 
|ment officials in an effort to find! 
out what proportion of the $250,-1 
000 provincial grant in aid of edu-l 
cation will be given to Vancou-| 
ver. Premier Pattullo said he 
expected the $250,000 would be|
| raised to $450,000 next year. 

Under a • recent Victoria act,! 
ancouver is obliged to contribute! 

an estimated $175,000 to thef 
teachers' pension fund and city 
fficlals are hoping that the ne 
.Tant to the city will approximate] 
his sum. If the $250,000 appn 
priatlon is to be distrlbutei 
amongst rural school boards as] 
well as municipalities, the city's 
share will be sharply below the]

I expected amount.
Premier Pattullo remarked 

casually in debate several days] 
ago that Vancouver would receive! 
about $75,000, although he did 
not give the amount as a positive] 
allocation.

Vancouver school teachers are! 
with few exceptions, viewing thq 
new Teachers' Pension Act witl 
optimism. Most agree that the] 
proposals are an Improvement on 
the old act, but that it will 
several years before any accurati 
estimation of its value can 
made.

"Most teachers will be willing 
to pay an additional 1 per cent, 
of their salaries for the next !“ 
years if they are assured of ad 
quate pensions,” stated W. H. Wj 
Hardwick, executive member off 
the Principals' Association.

MINE PENSION 
CM DEFEATED!

p-C. T aking Stronger] 
Action Against 

Doukhobors
VICTORIA, Dec. 5. — (CP) —I 

[Ezra Henniger (Lib., Grand! 
1 Forks - Greenwood) consistent I 
[critic of the government in what I 
[he terms its “leniency” in thel 
I treatment of the province's! 
[Doukhobors, prevailed on Attor-I 
lney-General Gordon Wismer in* 
I the Legislature Wednesday to put! 
| more teeth in the so-called Douk-| 
I hobor Act.

The act would provide fori 
I cancellation or refusal of licenses! 
Ito anyone falling to register under! 
[the National Registration Act, or! 
[refusing to comply with the Vital! 
I Statistics or Public Schools Act I

Section two of the act was! 
[aimed at “any person” who failed! 
[to report the birth of a child. Mr.I 
[Henniger succeeded in having the! 
| act amended to read “any person” I 
[who failed or refused to comply! 
| with the provision of the Vital! 
I Statistics Act

Guthrie Wins Plea 
For Mine Wash-house
By Dally Province Staff Corresponde

VICTORIA. Dec. 4.
Guthrie, C.C.F, Cowichan-New-j 
castle, is happy today. The gc 
ernment accepted suggestions he 
has been making over a perle ' 
of years in respect of amend] 
ments to the Coal Mines Rej 
tiens Act

Last year he was ruled out 
order when he presented a bl 
for the establishment of wash] 
houses at coal mines. The gc 
ernment has Included the pr 
vision of wash-houses In its M 
submitted to the Legislature 
Tuesday night

1 Daily Province Staff Correspondent I 
VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—Introduc-1 

tion of a bill to reduce the govern- f 
nent pension given to F. A.[ 
Pauline, former agent-general for| 

rltish Columbia in London, was [ 
ejected by members of the Legls-1 
attire last night 

Proposed by Sam Guthrie (C.C.| 
F„ Cowichan-Newcastie), the blH| 

oposed reduction of Mr. Paul-r 
s’s allowance to $30 a month or| 

a year.
At present he receives a special | 

ote of $4200 a year, granted by! 
he Conservative government! 
when they retired him from thel

Premier Pattullo complained! 
at information on the bill had! 
en given to the press before ltl 

was given to the Legislature.
"Its purport” said Mr. Guthrie,! 

simply .to carry out the ex-1 
pressed intention of this govern-1 
nent to economize.”

"Nevertheless, I object to the| 
ntraduction of this bill,” said the | 

nier.
His motion to reject it was up-1 

[held by the House.

Maitland Says B. C. 
Policy “Patchwork”

VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—(CP)—I 
L. Maitland, K.C, provincial Cor 
servative leader, charged at th 
annual meeting of Victoria Cor 
servative Association here l" 
night that the Liberal gove 
ment was doing “patchwork, wit 
no thought of the future,” anc 
declared that under the present 
order people had no faith to 
vest money In the province.

He said any administration] 
which had proved itself so 
“utterly hopeless and incapable” 
as the present government should] 
be put out of office, and assert* I 
that on every hand there was] 
governmental interference with] 
business.

IRENEWS BLAST 
AGAINST CROFTI

[Deny Province Staff Correspondent.| 
VICTORIA, Dec. 5. — Coital 

I Cameron (C.C.F., Comox) re-| 
I newed his charge of Fascism [ 
I against Lord Croft in the Legls-1 
| lature last night by quoting from I 
! British publications, which, he ! 
I said, showed that Lord Croft had! 
[been “a consistent Fascist sym-f 
[pathiser."

After George Murray (Liberal, [ 
| Lillooet) had read a telegram | 
| from Lord Croft indignantly de-1 
gnying charges of Fascism, Mr. [ 
| Cameron asked indulgence of the | 
[House to make reply.

Quoting from a book published | 
I in Britain last year called 'Tory | 
JM.P.,” Mr. Cameron alleged that ] 
I Lord Croft was one of a number I 
[of British politicians who sub-1 
[scribed to a pro-Nazi organ en- 
[titled "The Anglo-German Re-1 
I view.”

He declared Lord Croft had j 
I charge of a campaign in Great | 
[Britain for receiving funds for I 
[General Franco, and quoted re-1 
[ports ol a meeting organized In ! 
[London by the Friends of Na-J 
[tional Spain at which Lord Craft ] 
[•poke.
[praised franco.

“One occasion,” Mr. Cameron | 
[•aid, "it appears that Lord Craft I 
[referred to General Franco in | 
| public as a gallant Christian | 
| gentleman.”

He declared Conservative [ 
| Circles in Great Britain before | 
| the war had aided and abetted | 

Tanco by raising funds for arme. ] 
|ments and supplies.

"We are asked to believe," Mr. | 
[Cameron went on, “that because I 
[Lord Croft is associated with the | 
[jand settlement scheme recom-1 
[mended In this House it must be | 
| above criticism.

"I can not regard the associa-1 
[tion with any equanimity having | 
[regard to his previous record."

Mr. Cameron referred to a pee-1 
| sage in Lord Croft’s telegram, | 
[which said: “If these libels are | 
[repeated outside of the Legls-1 
[lature I would be glad to be | 
[informed."
[will continue.

“The gentleman will have i 
nple opportunity of proceeding | 

against me for libel if that is his j 
ntention," Mr. Cameron said. | 
For it he Is mentioned in con-1 

tion with any immigration | 
cheme outside this House, I in- 
end to attack his record on the] 

public platform as forcibly as I j 
eve done in this Legislature.” j 
Mr. Murray again refuted Mr. [ 

leron’s charge, stating that,
1 Croft was manifestly a loyal] 

-Itizen of the crown.
He recalled meeting Lord | 
oft when he came to B. C. in | 

i in connection with his pro-] 
I land settlement scheme.

"1 recognized him then, as 11 
> now, as a distinguished British | 
atesman embarked on a very | 

mission,” he said.
Premier Pattullo deplored any | 

In the House to con- 
i persons who were not pres

et to defend themselves, and at 
>the debate dosed.
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Federal Aid for B.G 
Highways Possible
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent!

VICTORIA, Dec. 8—The Do-] 
minion Government to studying] 
the possibilities ol taking a mere] 
active Interest In the highways] 
ol British Columbia. ' Premier] 
Pattullo told the House Tuesdm 
night

He was announcing to the 
House that a resolution standing 
In the name of R. W Bruhn, Sal
mon Arm, asking that In view ol 
the military character ol many B.

Clause Withdrawn

Ad” Men
To Confer On
Loss Leaders

SUB Correspondent

C. highways the Dominion shotfld 
be asked to share In the cost of 
maintaining them. Mr. Bruhn 
was 111, but had discussed the! 
resolution with hlm, anà upol 
being told that the Dominion was 
already studying the situation 
had consented to the bill beln| 
withdrawn, the Premier stated. 1

Utilities Commission receive salaries 
amounting to $2183.33 a month and the 
salaries paid the staff bring the salary 
cost up to $8566.90 per month. The 
employees of the Coal and Petroleum 
Commission receive $775 per month; so 
monthly the total for the two boards 
reaches well over $9000.

The government would have the 
public believe that the cost is something 
less than this figure since part of the 
Public Utilities staff is engaged In 
appraisal work and the cost of appraisal 
is paid by the company appraised. As 
the company is permitted, however, to 
recoup itself by boosting its power and 
light rates a little, the same public that 
pays the taxes will, in the end, pay the 
appraisal bill.

So, the two commissions are costing 
British Columbia $9000 a month for 
salaries and another unnamed sum for 
office rent, supplies and light—transpor
tation, too, no doubt

And what is the province getting In

advertisement of the sale.
anscomb is critical.

Herbert Anscomb, Conserva-] 
tive, objected to the section be
ing dropped. “What to this great 
trust that can change the mind 
of the member?" he questioned. 
“Where does the power of the 
press start? I thought that this 
amendment was going to serve 
the great mass < *

| were t-l- 
I party was

Bruhn to Be Absent
By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I 

VICTORIA, Dec. 5.—Rolf W. 
Bruhn, Conservative member fori 
Salmon Arm, will not return toj 
the Legislature this sesson, Con-j 
servative Whip E. V. Finland an-t 
nounced. He stated that Mr. 
Bruhn, who has been suffering 

j for several days with a severe

«Bt ms» of humanity. WeJ 
told that the great Liberale 
-:3 going to protect thee 

price of women’s shoes—and nowB 
It Is to be dropped."

Attorney-General Wlsmer «-■ 
etored that the section might not* 
prove satisfactory. It might be* 

I dangerous. 1
Conservative leader R. L. Malt- ■ 

land: "In election year."
H. G. T. Perry: "Has not a| 

woman the right to change her| 
mind?" „ _ I

| Mrs. Dorothy Steeces, North! 
I Vancouver: "Here Is one that has I 
I not changed. I voted for this on I 
I second reading, and I am still In I 
I favor ot It." I
I Mr. Perry contended that the l 
I section would not be ol any value! 
I to either the retailers or the pub-1 
I lie. He demonstrated how an ad-1 
I verttoement could be worded to]
■ evade the Intention ot the law. 
I Mr. Maitland took exception to 
I ether clauses of the measure, 
1 saying that the establishment of
■ 1 price as provided by the bill
1 Irai faulty. _________ ___

cold, will absent himself for the 
rest of the session upon the ad- 
vice ot his physician.

return?
It is well known that the Public

Utilities Commission is a shadow com
mission without power or independence 
and that its every decision must please
the cabinet or It wUl have no effect. As 
[for the Coal and Petroleum Commission,
Rhe new federal budget, which undertakes 
rto,regulate all petroleum products, hardly 
Beeves It with any reason for continuing.

Twelve months at $9000 a month plus 
[—there is a sum well over $100,000 a year 
pat Mr. Hart could save. And, assuredly, 
Bf he looked about, he could find others— 
knd without touching the social services

•"'Mv/ ■

mm
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T PROVINCIAL CAPITAL

gislature Passes Bill Giving
Aid Funds to Municipalities

!y Dally Province Staff Cmreepondent I
VICTORIA, Dec. 5—With two 

Conservative members, Herbert 
tnscomb, Victoria, and L. H. 
Cyres, Chilliwack, opposing, the 
>111 to give special grants to 
nuniclpalitles and district school 
loards in aid ot education was 
>assed Wednesday.

The two opponents stated that 
ihey were doing so because the 
whole thing was a sham on the 
part ot the government, which

took credit for fathering the reso
lution at the Kelowna Liberal 
convention whereby it was re
solved that the duty of education 
was with the state, and that pro-1 
giessively the municipalities j 
should be relieved of the charge. 
This was the first evidence since 
the convention of an earnest 
effort to Implement that policy. 
He admitted that the amount was 
small, but it was a start and that 
was the big thing when changes 
were made in policies. Rural dis
tricts would be benefited as well 
as municipalities.

Mr. Eyres—The relief that you 
propose is not to the landowners i 
but to the Liberal party's plat
form. It is a sham. Land is i
bearing such a burden of taxation 
that the producer can not carry
on. This is to cover up some-- 
thing the government is taking 
away at the same time.

giving additional educational I
lid to municipalities, Just suffi- 
dent to pay the added burden of 
r per cent, of teachers’ salaries 
jut upon school boards. It was 
jo real help to overburdened tax
payers.

The Premier in moving the 
lecond reading, stated that while 
the bill to give special aid 
amounting to $250,000 nejct year 
»nd "not less than $450,000” in 
succeeding years, was coincident 
with the Teachers’ Pensions Bill, 
It had nothing to do with It

PLANK.
Mr. Pattullo went on to say I 

that there was a plank in the I 
Liberal platform that aid should I 
be given to municipalities and I 
that progressively the govern-1 
ment should take over a larger 
share of educational costs. Re
sponsible bodies had been urging 
the same thing for a number of 
years.

While he denied any connec-1 
tion between the bill and the I 
(Pensions Act the Premier then I 
proceeded to briefly discuss the I 
| pensions measure. "I doubt if it 
is possible to make any superan
nuation fund actually sound,” he 
declared.

Returning to the subject before 
the House he said that the gov
ernment would like to go even 
further in sharing the costs of 
education, but the future was un
certain. "It U the intention of I 
t$e government to go as far as 
we reasonably can in the matter 
of educational costs,” he said, 
adding that it should not be for
gotten that the taxpayers still 
had to pay for the cost. It was 
a matter of redistribution of the 
incidence of taxation.
ANSCOMB SARCASTIC.

“I am glad that the Premier 
is going to Implement a plank in 
the Liberal platform," sarcasti
cally commenced Herbert Ana- 
comb.

“What you are doing is to put 
some money into the municipal !

Pensions Bill—and taking credit 
for being a-good fellow,’7 he ex
claimed

“Where is the relief to land- 
owners?” he demanded.

R. L. Maitland, Conservative 
leader, said that he could not con
gratulate the government on its 
patchwork. Municipalities had
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ILL'S EXCHANGE
FINâL PLEASANTRIES[PASS 62 BILLS CAPITAL IS SPATLESS.

Victoria Becomes CanadianIN FOUR WEEKS By Dally Province Staff Correspondent 
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Exprès- 

slons of goodwill were exchanged 
between Liberal and opposition 
members of the Legislature at

Dally Province Staff Correspondent.
VICTORIA, Dec* 6.—Victoria Is 

facing a serious situation. For 
years the tourist appeal of the 
capital has been based upon Its 
English atmosphere. Today, the 
terrible truth wag revealed—the

(By Canadian Prêta.)
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—The fifth 

session of British Columbia’s 
nineteenth Legislature was pro
rogued this morning after Lieu
tenant-Governor Eric W. Hamber 

I was called to the Chamber to give 
lassent to the 62 bills and 
I acts pushed through In the 28-day 
[sitting of the House since Octo-! 
[her 29.

Among the measures approved 
was a new Teachers’ Pension Act 
to replace the act of 1929 and give 
all retired teachers in the prov-l

Registration Dates 
Will Be Advertised
Dally Province Staff Correspondent

-Dates of

joumment of the House till Fri
day morning conveyed the thanks 
to members of the opposition

tka mannas in niklak __Icity Is almost "spatless!"
Officials in the Government 

Buildings are worried, as a re
sult of an endeavor on the part 
of one department to obtain a 
set of the ankle protectors.

A highly-respected civil serv
ant received a new appointment 
in the interior. His colleagues

"for the manner in which they 
have co-operated with us to expe-VICTORIA, Dec. 6. 

closing provincial registration 
lists for voters will be adver
tised throughout British Colum
bia well In advance of the clos
ing day as a result of an amend
ment to the Elections Act added 
in committee.

Premier Pattullo, In present
ing the section, said that it had 
been approved by the committee 
that had considered amendments 
to the act, but had been Inad
vertently omitted from the bill

W. T. Straith, chairman of the 
special committee, told the House 
that the proposal had been 
brought forward by R. L. Mait
land, Conservative leader, and 
had been unanimously accepted 
by the committee. The amended 
bill passed without discussion,

dite the business of this session."
R. L. Maitland, Conservative 

leader, returning thanks, said he 
did not know how soon the Pre-owii uic A 1C" I
mler would take the opposition 
Into his confidence regarding a
provincial election.
■*"11 that takes place,* he said, 
“there will be some who will not] 
be with us at the next session 
of the House. I don't want to 
name them. (Laughter).

“But I shall leave this House 
with the memory of having 
worked with men and women 
who measure up In every way 
to the highest requirements of 
public life in British Columbia 

"That does not mean to say 
I always agree with them,'* he 
added with laugh.

Apple growers who have fed 
apples to members of the Legis- 

the session

I lnce a pension of not less than $50 
I per month, a bill to aid the munl- 
I clpalities financially, and several 
I measures designed to fit in with] 
| Dominion wartime legislation.
L Lleut. Gov. Hamber, who read] 
fa speech from the throne ex-1 
| pressing hope “that before an-j 
I other year shall have passed, the] 
I Empire and Allies and all assist-! 
Bng shall have vanquished the! 
Senemy so that peace may again! 
^prevail.”
r The speech also noted with 8 
[gratification that the financial! 
[position of the province had con-J 
Untied to Improve and that the! 
budget for the current year was! 
Completely balanced.
SÉLECTION IS POSSIBLE.
-f Although there has been nofi 
official Indication, most members | 
believe another session will bel 
held following the Dominion-Pro- 
:yindal conference at Ottawa Ini 
January, with the possibility of aj

a pair of spats. Stores that for
merly did a large trade In spats 
were spatless.

“No call for them now, Vic
torians don't wear them any 
more—they’re going Canadian, 
said one merchant sadly.

At last a paio-from old stock 
—was located but not until a de
partmental store, four gents’ fur
nishing establishments and six 
shoe stores had been visited.

lature throughout 
were warmly thanked by Ezra] 
Hennlger (Liberal, Grand Forks- 
Greenwood).

"When I came here five weeks 
ago,” he said, ‘T was physically 
an old man. Now after eating 
an apple a day throughout the 
session I am a young man again, 
renewed In mind and body.*

Prospects of Linen 
Industry Studied

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.| provincial election late In the] 

In his only reference to an

-In one of I 
the most comprehensive standing] 
committee reports submitted to] 
the Legislature for many years, | 
Frank Putnam, chairman of the] 
agricultural committee, called | 
attention to several major devel-l 
opments In agriculture:

1. The co-operative arrange-1 
the U.B.C. by which the elite foun-j 
dation seeds of cereals and leg-] 
umes and seed potatoes were be-| 
tag grown. These seeds were be-] 
tag tried out In different dls-| 
trlcts.

2. The necessity, In view of the 
European conflict, of producing] 
seed In Canada. The province was] 
already embarked upon a wide] 
range of certified and registered] 
seeds.

3. Investigations are being car
ried on by the agricultural produc
tion committee Into possibilities 
of developing a linen industry In 
British Columbia as a result of] 
production of fibre flax; and also 
of encouraging the productidh of] 

[medicinal herbs.
The committee report stated]

M REPORT ON OIL(election, however, Premier Pat- 
[ tullo said during the session that 
the life of the government does 
not expire until “a year from next] 
September and a situation may] 
arise which no one can possibly 
foresee at the moment and we will] 
have to be guided by the course]

By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I 
: VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—By a ma-| 
Ijority of 29 to 12 members of the | 
Legislature voted confidence In] 
[the Provincial Government’s oil-1 
drilling operations In the Peace] 
River country, Thursday, defeat-1 
tag a motion by Conservative] 
Leader R. L. Maitland that a re-] 
turn be made of all reports show-] 
tag progress, developments and] 
findings.

A division was called after Hon.] 
W. J. Asselstine, minister of] 

[mines, and Preqiier Pattullo ex-] 
pressed satisfaction with the 
progress of operations to date. ] 

| “Admittedly," said Mr. Assel- 
| sttae, "drilling has been harder] 
| than we anticipated. But our 
| work so far has been In accord- 
|ance with geological determtaa- 
|tion and we are making satisfac
tory progress along those lines.”

Commission Salary 
Totals Reported
By Dally Province staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, Dec. 6—The chair] 
man of the Public Utilities Coroj 
mission has a salary of $83» 
monthly and the other two com] 
mlssloners draw $625 each, Hon; 
John Hart, minister of finance, 
told R. L. Maitland, Conservative 
leader, In reply to questions.

The entire salary list for the] 
commission

Of events."
The session saw six division! 

and the government was called 
upon to meet criticism for nol 
■Mag a definite stand on the 
Royal Commission report on Do 
mlnton-provlnclal relations and to 
defend Its highway policy amid 
Opposition cries for establishment
of a highway commission.

aggregates $8566] 
monthly, of which $1915 Is re
funded by the B. C Electric Rail
way Co., which is the company’s 
share of this cost for appraisal 
work being done by the commis
sion. _ .]

The total salaries for the Coal 
and Petroleum Products Control 
Board aggregates $775. I

that the swine population had 
Increased by more than 70 per| 
cent in the past year.

____

iFifth Session ol
■ _ . .... ........k

f 1I9th 1Legisllature
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hÎgHWAY^NÊÊD $60,000000 WORÏC

,H1NTS DEFENSE ROADS MAY BE CONSTRUCTED

Leary Tells House Opposition That B. C. Commission Isn’t Necessary
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| By Dally Province Staff Correspondent,
VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—It will re-1 

[quire $50,000,000 to put the mainl 
| highways ol British Columbia |
I into first class shape, including I 
I reconstruction and hard-sur-l 

lacing. This statement was given I 
to the Legislature Thursday by I 
Hon. C. S. Leary, minister ol pub-| 
lie works, when the whole ques-f 
tion of roads was thrown open| 

I lor discussion.
Mr. Leary’s address was high-1 

lighted by guarded references tog 
the possibility ol activity being! 
commenced upon heavy traffic j 
roads lor defense purposes.

He stated that the situation oil 
Vancouver was one to which par-] 
ticular study was being given 
"There is only one main road out! 
ol Vancouver—one artery. Thatf 
is something that Ottawa shouldg 
consider.”
DEFINITE POLICY.

He wished it distinctly under-! 
stood that'the department of pub-g 
lie works had a definite policy,! 
despite uninformed criticism to! 
the contrary. The engineering]! 
staffs were ready to start a pro-fi 
gram that would employ 3000,1 
4000 or 5000 men as soon as they! 
were assured that money was! 
available. Some work would beg 
done next year.

People did not have any idea as j 
I to the cost of highway construc

tion, or the amount that had! 
been planned, Mr. Leary said.! 
He gave the individual cost of! 
putting just the main highways! 
in proper shape.
TAX SIX MILLION.

The minister declared that the I 
revenue derived from gasoline! 
taxes and motor vehicles last! 
year was $6,120,000, while the! 
total expenditures on the road I 
system inclusive of federal ex-1 
penditures and interest and sink-1 
Ing funds on road loans, aggre-| 
gated $7,972,362. 1

This, he thought, answered the I 
suggestion that imposts on mo-1 
torlsts were providing an annual I 
surplus that was not being used I 
for roads.

The minsiter said that, his Iat, in
opinion, the best possible high
way commission was the Legis-| 
letups itselt 

Harold E. Winch deplored the | 
I manner in which roads had been I 
T used lor political purposes ever | 
I since Confederation. It was im-j 

possible to build up public con-1 
I fldence under such a system ; nor I 

was it in the interests ol depart- f 
mental efficiency.

“In the recent by-election work | 
was started on a road that had I 
been promised tor 20 years. I 
Two men were sent out five days | 
before election day with two I 
cases ol powder. The work I 
stopped the day after the elec-1 
Mon." I

URGES COMMISSION.
He was mentioning these things I 

to emphasize the need for remov-1 
ing the whole public roads ays-1 
tem from politics.

Mr. Winchs* plan was that the! 
highways “be brought closer 
•he people, so they would t

I were theirs." In order to do 1 
j he proposed: 
s 1. A commission similar to that!

advocated by R. W. Bruhn.1 
j Conservative member, tarller ini 
I the session. A highway engineer I 
I be appointed as chairman of the 1 
I commission, and devote his whole | 

time to the work. His fellow I 
1 commissioners to be the nine dis-1
I trict engineers ol the public | 
works departmentJ 2. An advisory board consisting I 

ol representatives from the a
II departments ol finance, agricul-1 
llture. forestry, mines and indus-1 
1 try be formed to present the g 
[needs of those services to thefl 
1 commission.
J 3. The commission to study mod-1 

ern highway engineering prac-1 
[I tice and mechanical methods, and I 
[to have sole charge of activities j 
Jin connection with highway con-| 
I structlon.

R. L. Maitland said there did!
■ not seem much use in discussing!
■ the situation. There had been g 
I definite opposition throughout the g I session to any idea of a highway I 
| commission. He had been defi-| 
Jnltely committed to the creation
| of a highway commission, and 
[had advocated it in all parts 
| the province since his election i 
I leader.

The debate was brought to an!
I abrupt close when Sam Guthrie g 

(C.C.F., Cowichan-Newcastle) ao-l 
cused the public works depart-[

I ment of "patronage" and recom-|
I mendqd appointment of a hlgh-l 
I way commission as the only!
I means of "allaying public sus-1 
| pldon.”

“It we are going to deb 
I along those lines," said Premie 
I Pattullo, “I am going to move|
I that the committee rise.” 
ATTACKS LEARY.

Mr. Winch, saying he was bib 
terly disappointed with the 
bate, agreed with the Premier.! 
He then attacked Mr. Leary’s i 
dress as "the swellest example otfl 
dancing around the mulber.. 
bush and getting away from the! 
facts I have ever heard.”

Premier Pattullo, moving thel 
closing of the debate, expressed! 
"deep regret" regarding Mr. I 
Winch’s references to the min-1 
tster of public works.

I Cheques Are Held Up 
I Till Douks Register
I By Dally Province Staff Correspondent I
I VICTORIA, Dec. 6__Some 1501
I Doukhobors who battled lor two! 
I weeks with a forest fire in the* 
I Nelson district will not receive I 
I any payment until they fill Ini 
| national registration forms. I 
1 Harold Winch, C.C.F. leader,! 
I who brought the matter up in the! 
I Legislature recently, today re-1 
ceived a letter from Hon. Wells! 

I Gray* minister ol lands, enclosing | 
I a report from the district forester I 
I at Nelson.
| The report states that 1491 
I cheques totalling $2726 are being! 
I held for the firefighters but can! 
I not be paid until the Doukhobors | 

1 to national registration fo:

Many Millions for Few Roads
Following is the cost of putting the main highways 

of British Columbia into “proper shape,” according to 
figures given by Hon. C. S. L. Leary, minister of public 
works in the Legislature :
Route No. 1 — Trans-Canada highway on

mainland .....................................................$ 6,476,000
Cariboo road .............................................. — • • 3,449,000
Route 3—Southern Trans-Provincial, includ

ing Hope-Prince ton road ....................... 7,297,000
Route 5—Okanagan highway ....................... 7,185,000
Northern Trans-Provincial, including exten

sion to Prince Rupert .............................. 17,000,000
Route 1—Vancouver Island section............. 8,000,000
Peace River outlet............................................ 6,000,000
Tete Jaune route ..............................................  4,500,000

MO TAX REM1 
IF CAR SNOWED
By Dally province Staff Correspondent] 

VICTORIA, Dec. 6. — B.C 
motorists residing east of the 
Cascade Mountains, who 
render license and number plats 
before January L 1941, will 
ceive a rebate of one-sixth of the] 
annual license feet 

A bill to this effect, introduced! 
by the attorney-general and spon-f 
sored by Tom Uphill (Ferule) as I 
an amendment to the Motor Ve-| 
hide Act, was rushed to third! 
reading and approved by the! 
Legislature In precisely six min-1 
utes, late last night just before! 
the House adjourned.

In one of the briefest speeches! 
heard this session, Mr, Uphill | 
said:

•This bill will bring in revenue.! 
It will hurt no one, but it wlll| 
benefit many."

The act also provides that if j 
thp motorist’s license is sur-1 
rendered before December 1 or! 
November 1, next year, a refunds 
on the annual license fee of one-1 
quarter or one-third will be paid.* 

The House approved ita adop-| 
tion without dissent

SHAYPI 
SILICOSIS: ILL.
By Dally Province Staff Corresponde:

VICTORIA, Dec. 6.—Did i 
sis come . in when beards 
moustaches went out? Did 
whiskered forbears enjoy lmmti 
nlty from such diseases.

Those were questions posed ! 
the Legislature Thursday by 
A. PatonA (Conservative, Fob 
Grey) during discussion of 
amendment to the Workmen’! 
Compensation Act dealing wit] 
the prevalence of sillcoeis amonj 
industrial workers.

Mr. Paton suggested - the go 
emment should consider i 
beards and moustaches a comp 
scry public health measure.
. < "In the armn" he said, 
were forced to wear moustache 
There wasn’t much talk of sllio 
Sis then. And look at those t 
old-timers of B. C. whose pictur 
hang on the walls of this building 
They all wore beards.

"I am seriously wondering 
this silicosis did not become mo 
prevalent after these faahlo 
ceased. I suggest the govei 
ment study this question.”

E. E. Winch (C. O. F_ Burnaby 
argued the point He said 
silicosis under various otl 
names had been known long 
In human history than any otl 

ipatlonal disease..


