


Purpose of Transvestia
T h e  c u s t o m s  and a t t i t u d e s  of  our s o c i e t y  w h i l e  r e c o g ­

n i z i n g  and a l l o w i n g  g r e a t  f r e e d o m  to t he  f e m a l e  i n  t he  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m a s c u l i n e  s i d e  o f  her  p e r s o n a l i t y  are  
l a r g e l y  b l i n d  t o  and r e p r e s s i v e  t o wa r d  t he  m a l e  who  d i s ­
c o v e r s  t h e  f e m i n i n e  a s p e c t  of  h i s  t o t a l  s e l f .  F e m i n i n e  
e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  m a l e  d o e s  n o t  i n p l y  s e x u a l  d e v i a t i o n .  
T h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  s e x u a l l y  
n o r m a l  i n d i v i d u a l  wh o  has  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  of  
h i s  or her  " o t h e r  s i d e "  and s e e k s  t o  e x p r e s s  i t .

T R A N S V E S T I A ,  t h e r e f o r e  i s  p u b l i s h e d  by ,  for,  and  
a b o u t  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m  wi t h :

E N T E R T A I N M E N T - - E D U C A T I O N - - E X  PRESS ION
by m e a n s  o f  f i c t i o n ,  a r t i c l e s  of  o p i n i o n ,  t rue  e x p e r i e n c e s  
e t c .  I t ’s p u r p o s e  i s  t o  h e l p  i t ' s  r e a d e r s  t o  p r o m o t e :

U N D E R S T A N D I N G - - A C C E P T A N C E - - P E A C E  OF MIND
I t ' s  p o l i c y  i s  t o  l i m i t  i t s  s c o p e  o f  c o v e r a g e  and i n t e r e s t  
to  t he  f i e l d  o f  t h e  h e t r o s e x u a l  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  Wi t h o u t  
c o n d e m n a t i o n  or j u d g e m e n t  of  any  k i nd  t he  f i e l d s  of  
h o m o s e x u a l i t y ,  b o n d a g e ,  p u n i s h m e n t ,  f e t i s h i s m  and  
d o m i n a t i o n  are  l e f t  t o  o t h e r s  to d e v e l o p .

T R A N S V E S T I A  h a s ,  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to  s e r v e  as a 
m e a n s  of  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  i t s  c h o s e n  f i e l d  and t o  
a i d ,  by any  m e a n s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  k n o w ­
l e d g e  o f  t h e  f i e l d  t o  f u r t h e r  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i t  by  
p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  l a w y e r s ,  j u r ­
i s t s  and p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s .

L o n e l i n e s s ,  f e a r  and s e l f  c o n d e m n a t i o n  h a v e  t o o  l o n g  
b e e n  t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  t r a n s v e s t i t e .  It i s  h o p e d  t h a t  TR A N S ­
VE S T I A c a n ,  t h r o u g h  k n o w l e d g e  and s h a r i n g  w i t h  o t h e r s ,  
b r i n g  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  and h a p p i n e s s .

******************

" When y o u  m a k e  t h e  t w o  o n e .  . . and w h e n  y o u  m a k e  t h e  
MALE AND THE FEMALE I NTO A SINGLE O N E . . .  t h e n  
s h a l l  y o u  e n t e r  t h e  k i n g d o m "  A " s a y i n g  o f  Jesus" f rom  
t h e  " G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  to  T h o m a s " .
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In my bes t  f e m i n i n e  h a n d wr i t i n g ,  I 
wr o t e  on the r e g i s t r a t i o n  card "Miss Kathryn  
F. S p e n c e r " ,  and hande d  i t  back to the desk  
c l e r k .

Just  to wr i t e  t hose  words e v o k e s  a f l ood  
of  m e m o r i e s  of  a trip I took as a woman,  
and the  a b s o l u t e  e c s t a s y  of  b e i n g  a woman  
in a w o m a n ’s wor l d .  I r e a l i z e  that  i t  is not  
g i v e n  to a l l  of  us o p e n l y  to j o i n  the mi nds  
and hear t s  of  our s i s t er s ,  but  t here  are few 
who read t h e s e  words who,  at l e a s t  in pr i ­
v a t e ,  h a v e  not  e x p e r i e n c e d  the wonde r f u l  
s u b l i m a t i o n  that  p e r m e a t e s  our very b e i n g  
whe n  we s l i p  i n t o  a f a v o r i t e  f rock .  We may  
n e v e r  know the why of  i t  but  as for me,  I 
d o n ’t c a r e .  I ’ve read V i r g i n i a ’s e r ud i t e  d i s ­
c o u r s e s  and S u s a n n a ’s s p e c u l a t i o n s  but a l l  I 
know for sure is t hat  i t ' s  a d e l i c i o u s  d i s e a s e  
t ha t  I h a v e  no de s i r e  w h a t e v e r  to be "Cured" 
of ,  and that  when I g i v e  my hair  that  l ast  
l i t t l e  push in f ront  of  the mirror be f ore  I go 
out  the  door,  I 'm in S e v e n t h  He a v e n  and 
p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  to t ear  up my return t i c k e t .

So,  to the  p r i v i l e g e d  few who e nj o y  thi s  
rare m a l a d y ,  I e x t e n d ,  not  c o n s o l a t i o n s ,  but  
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !  Unor t hodox  you may be,
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T to fu m itia
but secure  in the k n o w l e d g e  that  the  f e m i n i n e  wor l d you  
l ove  is good and true and that  you are a part  of  i t ,  as 
i t  is a part  of  you - a good and b e a u t i f u l  part  of  wh i c h  
you need not  be a s h a me d  in your  h e a r t .  S o m e t i m e s  I 
think to m y s e l f  how absurd i t  is for the  worl d to l o o k  
askance  at the man who want s  to be a w o m a n -  in mi nd  
and heart  i f  not  in body .  Is t here  s o m e t h i n g  i l l e g a l  
about  b e i n g  a wo ma n?  Or is  i t  jus t  that  the worl d is 
l ar ge l y  p o p u l a t e d  wi th h y p o c r i t e s  - who,  propos e  to a d ­
mire and r evere  wo me n  w h i l e  r e a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  t he m as 
some sort of  i n f e r i o r  s e c o n d - c l a s s  b e i n g  w h i c h  no red-  
bl ooded m a l e  shoul d s toop to e m u l a t e ?  Oh yes ,  i t ' s  f i ne  
for wo me n  to want  to be me n -  that  i m p l i e s  a bi g  p r o m o ­
tion in human s t a t us .  But we the r e v e r s e ?  H e a v e n  f orb i d!

Wel l  g i r l s ,  we h a v e  news  for the  men,  h a v e n ' t  we?  
t he y ' r e  l o o k i n g  through the wrong end of  the  t e l e s c o p e  
and m i s s i n g  the Big p i c t u r e !

S i n c e  I c a n ' t  g i v e  you the why,  perhaps  I can c o n v e y  
the what ,  how,  when and where  about  Kathryn S p e n c e r .

I was born in what  was then a s m a l l  m i d - w e s t e r n  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n t e r  ( s ho r t l y  b e f o r e  the I n c o m e  Tax  
Ame n d me n t )  and my fa t her  was a S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  in one  
of the p l ant s ,  on what  i r e m e m b e r  as a l o w e r  m i d d l e  
c l as s  s a l a r y .  I was the f i rs t  of  t hree  c h i l d r e n ,  f o l l o w e d  
by a brother  and a s i s t e r .  Money  was n e v e r  p l e n t i f u l ,  
but we were  never  in want  and when I was in h i gh s c h o o l  
I r e me mb e r  Dad buy i ng  me  a used (and I m e a n  "used")  
Model  "T " Ford t our i ng  car  from whi c h  I l e a r n e d  about  
the "innards" of  the i n t e r n a l  c o m b u s t i o n  e n g i n e  and 
p l a n e t a r y  t r a n s mi s s i o n s .  I was proud as punch when I 
got  i t  to runni ng a g a i n ,  p a i n t e d  i t  a v i o l e n t  y e l l o w  and 
green and took the ot her  kids for a r i de .

One of  my f r i ends  was a radi o  ham and c o n s t a n t l y  
t i nke r e d  wi th "crys t a l "  s e t s .  He was a c o u p l e  of  ye ar s  
ol der  than I and one day when we had t i red of  the v a g u e  
noi se s  from the c r y s t a l  set ,  he wound up the V i c t r o l a  
and p l a y e d  s ome  records .  His parent s  were  away  - both  
of  them worked - and one of  the records  he p l a y e d  was  
a danc e  t une .  He s u g g e s t e d  that  I be the g i r l  ( he  was  
t a l l e r  and bigger)  and we c o u l d  d a n c e ,  w h i c h  we did 
A c t u a l l y  I r e m e m b e r  e n j o y i n g  the d a n c i n g  ( t o  thi s  day
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I s t i l l  l o v e  to da nc e )  but I b e c a m e  v a g u e l y  uneasy  about  
i t  and said I had to go h o m e .

Dur i ng  grade  s c h o o l  my marks were  a bove  a v e r a g e ,  
and I "ski pped" two h a l f  grades, ,  wh i c h  ma d e  me l es s  
w e l l  d e v e l o p e d  p h y s i c a l l y  than my c l a s s m a t e s .  Never ­
t h e l e s s ,  a l t h o u g h  I was of  s l e n d e r  bu i l d ,  I was not  c o n ­
s i de r e d  f r a i l ,  t iny or s c r awny .  My f a t h e r ’s bui l d  was 
much the  s ame  and today I 'm an i nc h  t a l l e r  than he was .

In hi gh s c h o o l  I was too l i g h t  and s l e n d e r  for most  
sports  but  did go out  for t rack and s w i m m i n g  and did
f a i r l y  w e l l  in the l a t t e r .  In Juni or  C o l l e g e ,  I b e c a m e
Ca p t a i n  of  the  s w i m m i n g  t e a m .

It was in Juni or  C o l l e g e  that  I put  on my f i rst  dress .  
The  c l a s s  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  groups  and e a c h  was to d e v e ­
l op e a ski t  for "stunt  n i g h t " .  I d o n ' t  r e me mb e r  where  
the i d e a  c a m e  from ( p o s s i b l y  , i t  was m i n e .  I don' t  
know)  but  our group c a m e  up wi th the i d e a  of  a shadow-
p a n e l  ski t  ( i n  whi c h  a br i ght  l i g h t  beh i nd  the p l a y e r s
throws t he i r  s i l h o u e t t e s  on a wh i t e  s h e e t  b e t w e e n  them 
and the a u d i e n c e )  and I was to be the "he r o i n e " .  I told  
my mo t h e r  about  i t  and asked her for s u g g e s t i o n s .  She  
was c o n s i d e r a b l y  l a r g e r  around than I, and s u g g e s t e d  I 
ask the g i r l  I'd been  d a t i n g  to l end me one  of  her dresses .
I p r a c t i c a l l y  turned purpl e  at the t hought ,  but t here  was  
no a l t e r n a t i v e  and I did i t .

The  dress  was v e l v e t  - b l a c k  v e l v e t  - and I ’l l  never  
f o r g e t  i t .  The  v e l v e t  was sof t  in my hands and the ni ght  
of  the p e r f o r m a n c e ,  I s l i ppe d  o f f  my shirt  and trousers  
and s t r u g g l e d  i n t o  the dress .  It was a l i t t l e  more  than 
"snug",  and I s t uf f ed  s ome  old s t o c k i n g s  i n t o  the bosom 
and put  on a h a l l o w e e n  wi g  from the d i m e  s tore .

That  did i t  - in more  ways  than one .  The  hero of  
our l i t t l e  ski t  took one l ook  at me and w h i s t l e d .  Then  
he c a m e  over ,  put  hi s  arms around my wa i s t  and was a-  
bout  to kiss  me  when the  f a c u l t y  adv i s or  - a man - a p ­
p e a r e d .  Sc r a t c h  one ski t  - i t  n e v e r  went  on.  But i t  did 
not  s c r a t c h  the me mo r y  of  that  dress ,  or the sof t  f e e l  of  
v e l v e t .

C o l l e g e  was not  easy  for me,  e x c e p t  for a few s ubj ec t s .
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but  I worked hard and my marks were  w e l l  a bo v e  a v e r a g e ,  
w h i l e  at  the  s a me  t i m e  I p a r t i c i p a t e d  in var i ous  e x t r a ­
c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  such as b e i n g  e d i t o r  of  the c o l l e g e  
p a p e r .  The  v e l v e t  dress  was a p p a r e n t l y  f o r g o t t e n .

Af t e r  g o i n g  to the U n i v e r s i t y ,  I me t  the girl  who  
was to b e c o m e  my wi f e  and r o ma n c e  f i l l e d  every  m o m e n t  
not  t a k e n  up wi t h  my s t u d i e s .  We both graduat ed and 
we nt  back to my home  t own.  Now the p r o b l e m was how 
to e a t .  Th e r e  was a t h i n g  c a l l e d  the d e pr e s s i o n ,  but I 
found a job and about  a y e a r  l a t e r  the f i rs t  of  our six 
c h i l d r e n  ( bo y s  and g i r l s ,  what  e l s e?)  a r r i ve d .  What wi th  
b u y i n g  d i a pe r s  and l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  and ma k i n g  a l i v i n g ,  
t he r e  w a s n ’ t a spare  m o m e n t  - e x c e p t  one .

One h a l l o w e e n ,  a no t he r  c o u p l e  i n v i t e d  us to a c o s ­
t u me  party  at t he i r  h o m e ,  and I r e m e m b e r e d  the v e l v e t  
dress .  Only thi s  t i m e  t here  w a s n ’t any v e l v e t  dress .  It 
was the  day of  the  k n i t t e d  sui t  ( e v e n  as now) wi th skirts  
h a l f  way b e t w e e n  the k ne e  and the a n k l e ,  and Greta Garbo  
was at  her  z e n i t h .  I l a u g h i n g l y  s u g g e s t e d  to my wi f e  
t ha t  I go as " Gr i t t y  Garbage" ,  and she t hought  i t  very 
funny - thank g o o d n e s s .

So I wore  her  k n i t t e d  s u i t .  The  skirt  was red and 
a b o v e  i t  a b e i g e  k n i t t e d  s h e l l .  The  j a c k e t  was red,  i t  
m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  "Chane l "  e x c e p t  for b e i n g  two l o ng .
Thi s  t i m e  I wore a l o n g  Blond Wig - c o r n s i l k ,  I guess  
and had a w o n d e r f u l  t i m e .  We took anot he r  c o u p l e  home  
f rom the party  and I ’l l  a l wa y s  r e m e m b e r  the husband s a y ­
i ng:  "Gosh i t  sure d o s e n ' t  s e e m l i k e  George  was wi th us 
t o n i g h t .  Gr i t t y  Garbage  r e a l l y  took over" .

I d o n ’t t h i nk my w i f e  r e l i s h e d  the remark and no­
t h i n g  mor e  wa§ s a i d .

T i m e  mo v e d  a l o n g  and we were  busy wi th our f a m i l y  
But,  in the  e a r l y  f o r t i e s  t h i ngs  rared up a l i t t l e  and I 
b e g a n  to th i nk a g a i n  of  the v e l v e t  dress  and Gr i t t y  Gar­
b a g e .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  my w i f e  woul d " mi s l a y "  s ome  a r t i c l e  
of  a p p a r e l  and i t  woul d  f ind a r e s t i n g  p l a c e  in a car t on  
h i d d e n  in the  b a s e m e n t .  I bought  s o me  s l abs  of  sponge  
rubber (no f o a m rubber y e t )  and in the e v e n i n g ,  wh i l e  
she was out  p l a y i n g  b r i dg e ,  I ’d be in the b a s e m e n t  maki ng  
breas t  pads .  Howe ve r ;  when s pr i ng  c a m e  and she announced

1'’tmirnUa

8





that  she was g o i n g  to c l e a n  out  the basement ,  the cart on  
we nt  out  a b o v e  the ga r a g e  where  i t  was q u i t e  i n a c c e s s i b l e .  
Th e  proj e c t  d i e d  .

T h i n g s  we nt  a l o n g  in thi s  f a s h i on ,  on and off ,  but  
n o t h i n g  very s er i ous  unt i l  the m i d d l e  f i f t i e s ,  when the  
bomb h i t !  Our c l ub  brought  to town a p l ay  in whi ch a l l  
of  the  w o m e n ' s  parts  were  t a ke n  by me n .  When I saw i t  
a l l  o f  the  old l o n g i n g s  c a m e  f l o o d i n g  back in me  and I 
knew that  s o m e t h i n g  had to be done  about  i t .  Fo r t unat e l y  
a c o u p l e  of  ye ar s  b e f o r e  I had bought  the b u i l d i n g  in 
wh i c h  my bus i ne s s  is l o c a t e d ,  and I d e c i d e d  that  a "s tore-  
room" was n e c e s s a r y .  In i t  are the l o c k e d  s t orage  c a b ­
i n e t s  in wh i c h  Kay m a i n t a i n s  her  r e s i d e n c e .  The door  
opens  upon a p u b l i c  corr i dor  and from i t  Kay goes  out  
upon her  s o r t i e s .

Over t he  ye ar s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  wardrobe  has a c c u m u l a t ­
ed in the c a b i n e t s  u nt i l  now i t  has b e c o m e  n e c e s s a r y  to 

k e e p  s o me  of  the o u t - o f - s e a s o n  th i ngs  in a rather  l arge  
f o o t  l o c k e r .

Kay k e e p s  t e l l i n g  her brother  that  he shoul d t e l l  hi s  
w i f e ,  but  her  t e m p e r m e n t  is such that  he is af rai d to.
As i t  is/ hi s  bus i ne s s  p e r mi t s  h i m to h i d e  in the  s t orage  
room w h i l e  Kay goes  on an o c c a s i o n a l  f oray .  With the  
a d v e n t  of  TRANSVESTIA and FPE, the  old l o n e l i n e s s  has  
e a s e d  s o m e w h a t  and so now he says  to Kay:  "Count  your
b l e s s i n g s ,  de ar .  You c o u l d  be a l o t  worse  of f  than you  
are ".

Kay - 22-  K- 1 - F. P. E.

Ttafumtia

WHEN I WAS YOUNG 
by P h y l l i s  (22-  A- 1 FPE)

When I was a y o u n g s t e r ,  I had l ong  pret t y  curl s  
And I wore  pre t t y  dres ses  l i k e  a l l  l i t t l e  g i r l s .
With r uf f l e s  and r i bbons  and l o n g  d a i n t y  hose  
A l o v e l y  y o u n g  t h i ng  from my head  to my t o e s .

So happy  and t h r i l l e d  were  both Mother  and I 
And how q u i c k l y  in s hoppi ng  the t i m e  would

pass b y .
But  t here  was a s e c r e t  only she and I knew  
You s e e ,  I was l a s t  in an a l l  boy crew!
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. . CAN HAVE A RICH LIFE 

Byr Anki e  - 22-  V - l - F P E

^  In the past  year ,  my c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  wi th V i r g i n i a  
has be e n  q u i t e  d e t a i l e d  as far as my q u e s t i o n s  were  c o n ­
ce r ne d ,  and one s i g n i f i c a n t  ma t t e r  s e e ms  to h a v e  c o m e  
to l i g h t  in many i n s t a n c e s . . . .  Many TVs are very d e e p l y  
" c l o s e t e d ” and s o me h o w c a n n o t  ra i se  the c o u r a g e  to jus t  
take a l i t t l e  peak i n t o  the o u t s i d e  world wi t h  the  h e l p  
of  s o m e o n e  e l s e .

I don' t  me a n  to s u g g e s t  that  e v e r y  TV must  go out  
in p u b l i c  and f l a unt  her skirts  and p e t t i c o a t s  a l l  over  
the  p l a c e .  On the cont rary  . . . . thi s  p r i v i l e g e  is r e s e r ­
ved for just  a very few,  but I do want  to i mp r e s s  upon  
t hose  who f e e l  that  t hey  are a f reak,  a nut  or s o m e t h i n g  
s i m i l a r ,  that  c o m p l e t e  s e c r e c y  is far from the answer  for 
you as an i n d i v i d u a l .  . . .

Perhaps  i t  may be bes t  to r e l a t e  my own e x p e r i e n c e s  
so that  you i n d i v i d u a l l y  can e v a l u a t e  t he m and p o s s i b l y  
this  can h e l p  you in s o me  way .  . . .

My TVi s m started when I was a l i t t l e  boy when I 
used to sneak upstai rs  i n t o  my m o t h e r ’s c l o s e t  and for a 
few f l e e t i n g  mo me n t s  woul d pr anc e  around in her  h i gh  
h e e l e d  shoes ,  as the s i t u a t i o n  p e r m i t t e d .  The  whys  and 
whe r e f or e s  are s o m e t h i n g  I w i l l  ne v e r  know and in a l l  
h o n e s t y  I am not  c o n c e r n e d  about  i t  at a l l  as t here  is 
no t h i ng  that  I can do about  i t  a n y wa y .  I grew up in
a normal  manner ,  gr aduat e d  from the var i ous  grades  e t c ,  
I f i n a l l y  arr i ved in the USA in 1949 at the t e n d e r  age  of  
17, h a v i n g  e s c a p e d  the Na z i  t yranny in Ho l l a nd  dme to  
the f a c t  I had be e n  born in the  USA and t h e r e f o r e ,  was  
an A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n  by bi r t h .  I was p e n n y l e s s  and a l l  
a l o n e  in New York Ci t y  and the f i rs t  job I had was that  
of  a d i s hwas her  b e c a u s e  I had to e a t  and n e e d e d  s o me  
cash to pay for a r oom.

As th i ngs  went  a l o ng ,  I did my duty and we nt  to the
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P a c i f i c  wi t h  the  Army and in 1946 I was d i s c h a r g e d  to 
return to C h i c a g o  to the  h o m e  of  the g i r l  I had marr i ed  
in 1943 and a two y e a r  old son whom I had ne ve r  s e e n .

I on l y  r e l a t e  thi s  to show t hat  I r e a l l y  had very  
l i t t l e  c h a n c e  for TV,  e v e n  though I h a v e  a l ways  had a 
de e p  d e s i r e  and t hi rs t  for T V i s m .  It w i l l  c o m e  as no 
s u p p e r i s e  to a n y o n e  then , that  I f i n a l l y  b e c a m e  a shoe  
s a l e s m a n  and e v e n t u a l l y  wound up as s tore  ma n a g e r  and 
f a s h i o n  s hoe  buy e r .  I was q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l  in thi s  and 
of  c o u r s e ,  many  hours  were  spent  in the e v e n i n g s  in the  
p r i v a c y  of the s tore  in whi c h  I m a n a g e d  to try on the  
ma n y  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s  e t c .  I was in the  h e i g h t  of  my 
gl ory  w h e n e v e r  I had the  c h a n c e  to spend an hour or so 
s i m p l y  w e a r i n g  h e e l s  e t c .

About  t w i c e  e a c h  ye ar ,  my w i f e  woul d go h o me  to 
v i s i t  wi t h  her  mo t h e r  for a few days  and then I woul d  
h a v e  the ho us e  to m y s e l f  and of  cour s e ,  t hen I woul d  
dress  in her  c l o t h e s  mos t  of  t he m e n t i r e l y  too l i t t l e  for 
me ,  but  at l e a s t  i t  did g i v e  me  a c e r t a i n  a mo unt  of  c o n ­
t e n t m e n t  and s a t i s f a c t i o n .

Not  un t i l  s o me  16 mont hs  ago  did I d i s c o v e r  TVi a ,
FPE and the  Mirror.  Then  s udde n l y  an e n t i r e l y  new 
worl d op e n e d  up for me  in many  ways .  Of cours e ,  I had 
read many  m a g a z i n e s  and p a m p h l e t s  d e a l i n g  wi th t rans ­
v e s t i s m ,  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  e t c . ,  but  not  one of  t hem gave  
me the answer ,  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and p e a c e  of  mi nd I found  
in FPE.

Af t er  I had j o i n e d  FPE, I s t i l l  r e ma i n e d  d e e p l y  i n-  
b e d d e d  in the  ’’c l o s e t "  we so o f t e n  read about  and I too  
was af ra i d  of  what  m i g h t  ha p p e n  i f  s o m e o n e  were  to d i s ­
c o v e r  the  "awf ul  t ruth".  Ho we v e r ,  f i n a l l y  I g a t hered  
e n o u g h  c o u r a g e  to drop a not e  to anot he r  TV in the M i c h ­
i g a n  area and lo and be h o l d  she ans wered  my l e t t e r  
Af t e r  a f ew more  not e s ,  I f i n a l l y  me t  my f i rst  "s i s t er".

Thi s  was  a m i l e s t o n e  in my l i f e .  For the  f i rst  t i m e  
in my w h o l e  l i f e  here  was a r ea l  "s i s ter" and when we  
f i n a l l y  b e c a m e  a c q u a i n t e d  and she h e l p e d  me  dress in 
s o me  of  her  t h i ng s  and a s s i s t e d  me  in a q u i c k  m a k e - u p  
j ob ,  I f e l t  as i f  I had b e e n  born a l l  over  a g a i n .  The
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years of f rus t rat i on  and d e e p ,  a l m o s t  p a i n f u l  e m o t i o n a l  
turmoi l  that  I had e x p e r i e n c e d  at t i m e s  s e e m e d  to be 
worth i t  in so many  w a y s .  Anki e  had f i n a l l y  arr i ved  as 
a real  and true person,, wi t h  a r i ght  to l i v e  and to  be  
r e a l .

Each mont h of  c o u r s e ,  I woul d  l o o k  forward to my  
Femmemi rror  and e v e r y  o t her  mont h  TVi a  woul d  g i v e  me  
new hope  and a new l e a s e  on l i f e .  At f i r s t  I f e l t  t h a t  
some of the p e r s o n a l  s t or i e s  that  I read in TVi a  were  
most ly f i c t i o n  and t ha t  i t  was put  on "pret t y  t h i c k " ,  but  
as I read i s s ue  a f t er  i s s u e ,  and I b e g a n  to r e a l i z e  t hat  
whi l e  for many of  us i t  w i l l  n e v e r  be p o s s i b l e  to be a 
Vi rg i ni a ,  Suz a n n a ,  Jean or Gl or i a  for many  re a s o ns ,  I 
also r e a l i z e d  that  e v e n  t hough t he r e  are a c e r t a i n  a mo u n t  
of l i m i t a t i o n s  for a l l  of  us,  we c a n  be very c o n t e n t e d  
and happy and we c an  a l s o  h a v e  a Rich L i f e ........................

One i mp o r t a n t  and s i g n i f i c a n t  t h i ng  is t hi s ,  you  
cannot  be c o m p l e t e l y  happy or s a t i s f i e d  by y o u r s e l f ,  
even i f  you c o u l d  l i v e  f rom day to day in your own f e m -  
meworl d w i t h o u t  f ear  or a n x i e t y .  It is s t i l l  very f r us t ­
rat ing to say the  l e a s t  and in due t i m e  you  w i l l  be as un­
happy as you were  when you  did not  e v e n  h a v e  V i r g i n i a ,  
FPE, the Mirror or T r a n s v e s t i a .  S t a y i n g  in that  c l o s e t  I 
referred to a b o v e ,  is the  worst  t h i n g  one c an  d o , m a i n l y  
b e c a u s e  i t  is a b s o l u t e l y  u n n e c e s s a r y  in so many  wa y s .

True ,  i t  may not  be p o s s i b l e  for y o u  to h a v e  a s i s t e r  
in your own h o m e  town,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  you  l i v e  in a 
s ma l l e r  c o m m u n i t y  rather  than a c i t y ,  but  you  c an  h a v e  
a l i v e l y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  wi th so many  of  the  g i r l s  and 
s t r ange l y  e n o u g h  you w i l l  d i s c o v e r  in short  order that  
those  of  us who do h a v e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to t r a v e l ,  w i l l  
make a very s i n c e r e  e f f o r t  to  m e e t  y o u  p e r s o n a l l y  and 
spend s ome  t i m e  wi th y o u .

ONCE YOU HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY,  to s i t  
down wi th a s i s t e r  TV and h a v e  a r e a l  h e a r t  to he a r t  
girl  t a l k  an e n t i r e l y  new world w i l l  open i t s e l f  to you  
and you w i l l  f e e l  so c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  and f i nd the  
p e a c e  of  mi nd you  h a v e  s ought  for so many  y e a r s .  You  
wi l l  f i n a l l y  i r e a l i z e  t ha t  you  are a r e a l i t y ,  y o u  are a 
l i v i n g  b e i n g ,  and you w i l l  d i s c o v e r  t hat  y o u  w i l l  be  more  
s u c c e s s f u l  in your  e v e r y d a y  m a l e  l i f e  a l s o .
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Many of us wi l l  n e v e r  be a b l e  to a p p e a r  in p u b l i c  
b u t  t h i s  is no a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  by any me a n s .  But we 
c a n  h a v e  m e e t i n g s ,  we ca n  h a v e  f r i e n d s h i p  and we can 
h a v e  the  o p p o r t u n i t y  to be ou r s e l v e s  in eve r y  r e s p e c t  
w i t h o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  w i t h o u t  t he  f ea r s ,  the  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  
t h a t  we h a v e  a l l  e x p e r i e n c e d  so much  in our pas t  l i v e s .

By h a v i n g  a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  e a c h  o t her ,  we 
c a n  f i r s t  of  a l l  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r  and s e c o n d l y  we are ab l e  
t o  g i v e  e a c h  o t h e r  t he  deep  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e m o t i o n a l l y  
t h a t  we a l l  so s o r e l y  n e e d .

T h e s e  t h i n g s  c a n n o t  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  by your s e l f ,
FPE of f er s  F r e e d o m  For P e r s o n a l  Express ions ,  and t h a t  
is e x a c t l y  wha t  we ca n  h a v e  by j o i n i n g  FPE f i r s t  of a l l .  
And s ec o n d l y  by t a k i n g  an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n d i v i d u a l l y  and 
j o i n t l y .

Here  i n  M i c h i g a n  we ar e  f o r mi n g  a C h a p t e r  and in a 
s hor t  wh i l e  we wi l l  h a v e  a r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  d a t e  se t .  
T r u e ,  t h e r e  a r e  only t h r e e  of us at  t he  p r e s e n t ,  but  t h a t  
d o e s n ' t  worry us a t  a l l .  We ' r e  so h appy  t h a t  we are 
a b l e  to m e e t  and spend j u s t  a l i t t l e  wh i l e  t o g e t h e r  b e i n g  
our  f e m m e s e l v e s ,  t h a t  we f e e l  deep  in our h e a r t s  in due 
t i m e  mo r e  w i l l  c o m e  to our  c h a p t e r  and j o i n  in the fun,  
t h e  p e a c e  and t he  b e a u t y  of b e i n g  a l i v e .

I t  is a s low p r oc es s  o r g a n i z i n g  a c h a p t e r .  A t ed i ous  
j ob  in i t s e l f  as we h a v e  to r e s p e c t  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  i n d i v i d ­
u a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  t i m e  a v a i l a b l e  e t c ,  bu t  i t  can  be done .  
Th e  d e e p  n a t u r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of e a c h  o t her s  p r o b l ems  
is one of t he  t h i ngs  t h a t  kn i t s  a c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e ­
t we e n  us g i r l s .  We a l l  h a v e  c o m m o n  t r o u b l e s  ad we 
c a n  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r  in t he  s o l u t i o n  of our i nd i  dua l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .  But a g a i n  I say,  no one ca n  do i t  a l o n e .
By y o u r s e l f  y o u ' l l  s u r e l y  l e a d  y o u r s e l f  down t he  pa t h  
of  u l t i m a t e  and c o m p l e t e  u n h a p p i n e s s ,  bu t  wi th  the  help,  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  of your  s i s t e r  TVs,  you 
t oo c a n  h a v e  a r i ch  and hap p y  l i f e .

T iatuvutia
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T touuvuti

b y  G . H . (E n g lan d )

So Fat*
^  It  wi l l  save  e x p l a n a t i o n s  l a t e r  i f  I b e ­
gin by d e s c r i b i n g  my p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n .  I 
am t w e n t y - s e v e n  yea r s  old,  s i n g l e ,  and 
u n d o u b t e d l y  h e t e r o s e x u a l .  For t he  l a s t  
e i g h t e e n  mon t hs  I h av e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  to be 
m a r r i e d  to a very c h a r m i n g  g i r l .  We were  
s e x u a l l y  i n t i m a t e  q u i t e  soon a f t e r  we m e t ,  
and a f t e r  a few mont hs  b e g a n  to sha r e  a 
f l a t ,  so to a l l  i n t e n t s  and purpos e s  we m i g h t  
as we l l  be m a r r i e d .  However ,  we h a v e  
d e c i d e d  to p o s t p o n e  the  we d d i n g  u n t i l  we 
save a r e a s o n a b l e  sum of mo n ey  to se t  up 
a h o m e .

My f i a n c e e  knows n o t h i n g  of  my i n t e r ­
e s t  in TV,  and d e s p i t e  t he  a d v i c e  t e n d e r e d  
in your  b o o k l e t ,  I do not  t h i n k  she c o u l d  
pos s i b l y  u n d e r s t a n d .  On t he  few o c c a s i o n s  
when I have  t r i e d  to open  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  
l e a d i n g  to t he  s u b j e c t  ( u s u a l l y  c o m m e n t i n g  
on some i n s t a n c e  of i m p e r s o n a t i o n  in a n ews ­
p a p e r ) ,  he r  a t t i t u d e  of d i s i n t e r e s t  and r e ­
p u g n a n c e  has  p r e v e n t e d  me f rom s a y i n g  a n y ­
t h i n g  of  my own f e e l i n g s  on the m a t t e r .  Un­
f o r t u n a t e l y ,  she is a l so  e x t r e m e l y  pos s e s s i ve ,  
not  so much  j e a l o u s  of o t h e r  wo me n  as j e a l ­
ous of  any t i m e  spen t  a p a r t  f r om h e r .  From 
the  t i m e  I c o m e  h o m e  in the e v e n i n g  u n t i l  
I l e a v e  for  work in the  m o r n i n g  I am n e v e r  
out  of  her  s i gh t ,  for  eve n  i f  I wish to s t ay
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up l a t e  to r e ad  or to do some p a p e r wo r k  for my f i rm,  she 
w i l l  not  go to bed a l o n e ,  but  wi l l  i ns i s t  on s t a y i n g  wi th 
me u n t i l  I a c c o m p a n y  h e r .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  I have  v i r t u a ­
l l y  no p r i v a c y  or o p p o r t u n i t y  to do a n y t h i n g  wi t h o u t  h e r ,  
e v e n  i f  I t a k e  a shor t  d r i ve  to buy c i g a r e t t s ,  she wi l l  i n ­
s i s t  on c o m i n g .

Thus  i t  is only ab o u t  once  e v e r y  two mont hs  when 
she spends  a we e k e n d  wi th  he r  f a m i l y  in S h e f f i e l d  t h a t  
I c a n  e v e n  wr i t e  a l e t t e r  (as now) wi t h o u t  he r  k n o wl e d g e .

Added to t h i s  any l e t t e r s  I r e c e i v e  she mus t  read,  
and b e c a u s e  of  he r  s h e c k e l  c o u n t i n g  in s av i ng  for a ho me ,
I c a n  h a r d l y  spend a penny  w i t h o u t  he r  knowi ng .

Th i s  has ,  of  co u r s e ,  l ed  to many  p r o b l e m s  and some 
d e e p  t h i n k i n g  on my p a r t .  Al t hough  I am very fond of 
he r ,  and t h o u g h t  t h a t  I l oved  her ,  I am b e g i n n i n g  to 
d oub t  t h a t  I c a n  s t and  a l i f e t i m e  wi th  he r .  An y t i me  she 
does  not  ge t  h e r  way,  e v e n  on the s l i g h t e s t  r e q u es t  f rom 
me for  p r i v a c y ,  s ce nes  and t e a r s  q u i c k l y  fo l l ow,  " a l l  I 
do for you,  c l e a n  the  f l a t ,  cook your  me a l s ,  and thi s  
is a l l  t he  t h a n k s  I g e t .  You d o n ’t l ove  me a n y m o r e . "
Sob,  sob,  s n i f f l e ,  e t c .  Us ua l l y  I h av e  g i v en  in,  j us t  
to ge t  some p e a c e .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  he r  pos s es s i venes s  is 
b e g i n n i n g  to b o r d e r  on neur os i s ,  for  i t  s eems  to get  p r o ­
g r e s s i v e l y  wor s e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  TV not  e n t e r i n g  the d e ­
c i s i o n ,  i t  is p r o b a b l e  t h a t  I s ha l l  not  be ab l e  to s tand 
t he  s m o t h e r i n g  and the t e a r s  any mor e  and c a l l  off  our 
a r r a n g e m e n t .  Pe r h a p s  you d o n ’t r e a l l y  know a per son 
u n t i l  you h a v e  l i v e d  wi th he r  ( t h i s  m i g h t  be a r g u m e n t  
in f a vo r  of  t r i a l  m a r r i a g e s ) .

I h ope  you ar e  not  too bored  wi th  t h i s  l ong r e sume 
bu t  b e c a u s e  of t he  s i t u a t i o n  as i t  ex i s t s ,  I do not  di scuss  
TV,  r e c e i v e  any m a i l  whi ch  she m i g h t  see ,  or e ve n  risk 
l e a v i n g  a n y t h i n g  on the  s u b j e c t  in t he  f l a t  where  she may 
f ind i t .  For t h i s  r e a s on  I h a v e  a r r a n g e d  for a f r i end  to 
ho l d  any p r i v a t e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .

So much  for  t he  b a c k g r o u n d .  On my p r e v i o u s  at- 
t e mp s  to wr i t e  you,  I t ho u g h t  you wa n t e d  a b i o g r a p h y  and 
b e g a n  to a t t e m p t  a d e t a i l e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  of my i n t e r e s t  
i n  TV,  Howe ve r ,  for  the r eas ons  p r e v i o u s l y  g i ven ,  a l ong  
wi t h  t he  u n e x p e c t e d  a r r i v a l  of  f r i ends  on the  few occas i ons
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when my f i a n c e e  was away,  I h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a b l e  to 
wr i t e  more  t han  a p age  or two wi t h o u t  i n t e r u p t i o n s ,  b e ­
ing f o r ced  to q u i c k l y  h i d e  wha t  I had w r i t t e n .  On re-* 
t u r n i ng  to t he t y p e w r i t e r  I l os t  c o n t i n u i t y  of  t h o u g h t ,  
and wi th p a r a g r a p h s  w r i t t e n  weeks  a p a r t  t hey  soon l os t  
a l l  r e l a t i o n  to e a c h  o t he r ,  and wi th my f e a r  of any w r i ­
t i ng  b e i n g  d i s c o v e r e d  I u l t i m a t e l y  bu r ned  t h e m .

On c l o s e r  t hough t ,  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  my b a c k g r o u n d  is 
not  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Al t hough  I c o n s i d e r e d  i t  
unusua l  to say the  l e a s t ,  t h i n k i n g  I was of a very few 
boys e v e r  to h a v e  bee n  d ressed  as a g i r l ,  I d a r e s a y  you 
must  know of hundr eds  or pe r h a p s  t hous ands  of men  who 
have  had s i m i l a r  e x p e r i e n c e s  in c h i l d h o o d .  T h e r e f o r e ,
I s ha l l  mak e  thi s  as b r i e f  as I c a n .  I had a r e l a t i v e l y  
n o r ma l  c h i l d h o o d  u n t i l  I was t en  y ea r s  old,  e x c e p t  for  
b e i n g  e v a c u a t e d  to the co u n t r y  d u r i n g  the  b l i t z  when  I 
was a b o u t  s ix .  My f a t h e r  (or  s t e p f a t h e r  I shoul d  say) 
for I d i s c o v e r e d  in my t eens  t h a t  I am i l l e g i t i m a t e ,  my 
m o t h e r  gave  b i r t h  to me b e f o r e  m a r r y i n g  t he  man  I knew 
as my f a t h e r .  He was in t he  a r my and s t a y e d  on a f t e r  
the war wi th the  o c c u p a t i o n  fo r ces  in Ge r m a n y .  In 1946 
my mo t h e r  m a n a g e d  to ge t  a c i v i l  s e r v i c e  j ob  a t t a c h e d  
to the a c c u p a t i o n  f o r ces  so t h a t  she c ou l d  j o i n  h i m,  a r ­
r a n g i n g  for me to be c a r e d  for by h e r  c o u s i n  who l i v e d  
in a v i l l a g e  in S t a f f o r d s h i r e .  Thi s  woman  ( Aun t  J o y c e )  
to me was wi dowed when h e r  hus band  we n t  down wi th  t he  
HMS Repul se off  M a l a y a .  She had two d a u g h t e r s ,  t h e n  
aged 15 and 19. I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  know why I was p u t  in g i r l ' s  
c l o t h e s ,  but  I t h i n k  i t  was p r i m a r i l y  for  e c o n o m i c  r easons  
r a t h e r  t han  a d e l i v e r a t e  d e s i r e  to s i ss i fy m e .  I r e m e m b e r  
when I a r r i v e d  t h a t  Aunt  J o y c e  e x p r e s s e d  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  
over  the f a c t  t h a t  I had few c l o t h e s  I had not  o u t g r own ,  
and my m o t h e r  had not  p r o v i d e d  any mo n e y  to c l o t h e  me .  
Also in t he  days of pos t wa r  a u s t e r i t y  c l o t h i n g  was r a t i o n ­
ed wi th coupons  n e c e s s a r y  for any p u r c h a s e .  Anyway,  t he  
second day I was t h e r e ,  I was t o l d  t hey  had l o t s  of  c l o t h ­
i ng ou t grown by the  g i r l s ,  and t h a t  I would  h a v e  to wear  
d r esses .  I c a n n o t  d e s c r i b e  the  f e e l i n g s  I had a b o u t  t h i s ,  
mos t l y  of hor r o r ,  i n d i g n a t i o n  and s h a m e ,  bu t  I was g i v en  
no c h o i c e  in t he  m a t t e r .  However ,  as t he  weeks  wen t  
by my i n i t i a l  shock wore of f  and I did not  mi nd  we a r i n g  
g i r l ’s c l o t h e s .  I was p r e s e n t e d  to n e i g h b o r s  as a g i r l  and 
c a l l e d  by a g i r l ' s  n a m e ,  Susan.  Being c a u t i o n e d  by 
my Aunt  on t he  m a t t e r .  I was i n t e l l i g e n t  and s ma r t
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e n o u g h  to know that  I had b e t t e r  ke e p  up the p r e t e n c e  
rat her  than unde r go  the  scorn and t e a s i n g  from the l o c a l  
c h i l d r e n  i f  t he y  s houl d f ind out  that  I was a boy w e a r i n g  
d r e s s e s .  My h a i r c u t  ra i sed  no s u s p i c i o n  b e c a u s e  many  
g e n u i n e  g i r l s  in Br i ta i n h a v e  t he i r  hai r  c l i p p e d  as short  
as boys ,  added to wh i c h  mos t  Engl i sh boys  ha v e  rather  
s haggy  "Puddi ng  Ba s i n ” h a i r c u t s ,  ( mo r e  about  this  l a t e r )

An y wa y ,  s c h o o l  t erm c a m e  and I was e n t e r e d  in the  
v i l l a g e  s c h o o l  as a g i r l .  I don' t  know how Aunt  J o y c e  
m a n a g e d  thi s  wi t h  the  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  from my London 
s c h o o l ,  perhaps  she to l d the  h e a d m i s t r e s s  of  the s i t u a t ­
i on ,  but  I was  n e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  about  i t ,  nor g i v e n  any 
re as on  to t h i nk  a n y o n e  knew I was not  a g i r l .

I c o n t i n u e d  in thi s  l i f e  for over  t hree  years ,  unt i l  
I was  t h i r t e e n  and a h a l f  years  o ld,  and g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k ­
i n g  i t  was for me  a very happy t i m e .  Ex c e pt  for h a v i n g  
b e e n  put  in g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ,  wh i c h  I soon c e a s e d  to resent  
I was very  w e l l  t r e a t e d  and qu i t e  c o n t e n t  to l i v e  wi th  
Aunt  J o y c e  and her  d a u g h t e r s .

The  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s  about  my hai r  are pr obabl y  t r i ­
v i a l ,  but  b e c a u s e  of  s hap i ng  my p r e s e n t  f e e l i n g s  on TV,
I t h i nk  I shoul d  m e n t i o n  t h i s .  My hai r  was n e v e r  cut '  
dur i ng  thi s  t i m e ,  and as i t  grew l o ng e r  i t  b e c a m e  a s o ­
urce  of  g r e a t  f a s c i n a t i o n  to m e .  Af ter  my f i rs t  few 
mont hs  in dres ses  w'hen I had b e c o m e  a c c u s t o m e d  to the  
i d e a  t hat  I had to be a "girl" , I b e g a n  to l o o k  forward  
to h a v i n g  l o n g  h a i r .  One reason for thi s  a n t i c i p a t i o n  
was that  I was  u t t e r l y  f a s c i n a t e d  by the  l o n g  hair  of  
Aunt  J o y c e ' s  y o u n g e r  da ug ht e r .  Rosemary was then about  
f i f t e e n  and had n e v e r  had her hai r  cut ,  so that  i t  was  
l o n g  e n o u g h  for her to s i t  on.  She u s ua l l y  wore  i t  in 
p l a i t s ,  and when she c o m b e d  and br a i de d  i t  I "eequent ly  
l o o k e d  on,  f i n d i n g  m y s e l f  i n t e n s e l y  cur i ous ,  wo n d e r i n g  
what  i t  woul d  be l i k e  to h a v e  such l o v e l y  l o n g  ha i r .  She  
(and the  ot hers )  p r o ba b l y  sens ed my c u r i o u s i t y ,  for she 
o f t e n  s u g g e s t e d  that  I c o mb  or brush my hai r ,  I was d e ­
l i g h t e d  at thi s  and f r e q u e n t l y  did so.  Anyway,  a l t hough  
I p r e t e n d e d  not  to be i n t e r e s t e d ,  the  g i r l ’s be gan  to t e a ­
se me  s a y i n g  that  I s houl d h a v e  hai r  as l o n g  in a few 
y e a r s .  Thi s  of  cour s e  c o u l d  ne ve r  happe n ,  but  at that  
t i m e  I t h o u g h t  i t  p o s s i b l e  and was a l m o s t  p r ay i ng  for 
my hai r  to grow f as t e r .
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Anyway,  nature  took i t ’s s l ow cour s e  and about  s ix  
mont hs  af t er  donni ng  dres ses  my hai r  had a c h i e v e d  about  
two or t hree  i n c h e s  growth and was put  in cur l s  for the  
f i rst  t i m e ,  U n l i k e  my f i rs t  f e e l i n g s  about  dres s e s ,  I was  
a l m o s t  enrapt ured  by my new c ur l s .  I now had an un-  
m i s t a k e a b l e  g i r l ’s ha i r do ,  and i t  s e e m e d  to c o n f i r m  my  
" g i r l - h o o d  " . Howe ve r ,  I s t i l l  e n v i e d  R o s e m a r y ’s l o n g  
p l a i t s  and c o n s i d e r e d  my c ur l y  bob an i n t e r i m  s tep u n t i l  
I c o u l d  h a v e  r e a l l y  l o n g  h a i r .  My l i k i n g  for l o n g  hai r ,  
howe v e r ,  was not  shared by Ro s e ma r y ,  for she c o n s i d e r e d  
her p l a i t s  c h i l d i s h  and h o p e l e s s l y  out  of  s t y l e  for a g i r l  
of  a l mo s t  s i x t e e n .  Only Aunt  J o y c e ' s  i n s i s t a n c e  kept  
her from c u t t i n g  her ha i r  to a more  s t y l i s h  l e n g t h .  In 
my s e c ond year  as a "girl" my own hai r  had grown e n o u ­
gh to be put  in short  p i g t a i l s  muc h to my d e l i g h t ,  but  
short l y  af t er  that  wunt  J o y c e  f i n a l l y  g a v e  in to Rosemary  
pl e a s  for an adul t  h a i r s t y l i n g  and her l o v e l y  l o n g  ha i r  
was c l i p p e d  s houl der  l e n g t h ,  to her j oy  but  to my i n t e n s e  
sorrow.  When my 3 - 1 / 2  y e a r  " g i r l - h o o d ” e n d e d  my hai r  
me as ur e d  21 i n c h e s  at i t ’s l o n g e s t  from the crown of  my 
h e a d .

The  reason for thi s  s i d e t r a c k  on l o n g  hai r  is that  i t  
probabl y  e x p l a i n s  s o me  of  my pr e s e nt  f e e l i n g s  ( w h i c h  I 
w i l l  ge t  to l a t e r ) .

To c o n t i n u e ,  my s tay wi th Aunt  J o y c e  c a m e  to an 
end in 1949 when my parent s  returned from Ge r ma n y .  
Mot her  had known about  my dr e s s i ng  as a g i r l  for s o me  
t i m e ,  for she v i s i t e d  me on two of  her l e a v e s .  A l t h o u g h  
I was f r i g h t e n e d  on the e x p e c t a t i o n  of  her f i rs t  v i s i t ,  
wo n d e r i n g  how she woul d r e a c t  to s e e i n g  me in g i r l ' s  
c l o t h e s  and cur l s ,  her r e a c t i o n  was one  of  a m u s e m e n t  
rather  than c o n c e r n  and she s e e m e d  q u i t e  c o n t e n t  to l e t  
Aunt J o y c e  c o n t i n u e  p u t t i n g  me in d r e s s e s .  My "father"  
ne ve r  v i s i t e d  us duri ng thi s  t i m e ,  wh e t h e r  or not  he  knew  
or cared about  my g i r l i s h  t r e a t m e n t  at  thi s  t i m e ,  I do 
not  know.

I was e x t r e m e l y  unhappy when the t i m e  c a m e  for  
I had no wish to return to w e a r i n g  b o y ’s c l o t h e s ,  and 
more  inportari t  to me I dreaded  the  t ho ug ht  of  my t r e a ­
sured ha i r  b e i n g  c l i p p e d ,  for i t  was now s o m e w h a t  l o n g e r  
than shoul der  l e n g t h ,  and I s t i l l  f o nd l y  i m a g i n e d  that  
s o me d a y  I woul d have  hai r  t hat  f e l l  b e l o w my wa i s t .
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When the  day c a m e ,  I was a l m o s t  in tears  but  t r i ed  
to c o n t a i n  my e m o t i o n  as Aunt  J o y c e  put  me on the t r a i n .  
B e c a u s e  I c o u l d  not  s u dde n l y  appear  as a boy in the v i l l ­
a g e ,  i t  had b e e n  arranged that  I r e ma i n  a " g i r l ” u nt i l  I 
r e a c h e d  London.  When I arr i ved  at P a d d i n g t o n  s t a t i o n  
m o t h e r  m e t  me  at the  p l a t f o r m .  She kept  s a y i ng  a m u s e d ­
ly "what  w i l l  your  f a t he r  say when he s ee s  y o u ” . Appa-  
r ant l y  whe  had to l d  h i m of  my a t t i r e ,  but  whe t he r  only  
r e c e n t l y  or w h e t h e r  he  had known e a r l i e r  I can not  say.
I was  in a g o n i e s  of  dread on the  way to my new h o me ,  
w o n d e r i n g  what  he  m i g h t  say or do.  For the trip I was  
put  in my Sunday bes t ,  my p r e t t i e s t  dress  and c o a t ,  wi t h  
my hai r  in p i g t a i l s  t i e d  wi th r i bbons .

It was  dark when we arr i ve d ,  and mo t h e r  hurried me  
i n s i d e  l e s t  any n e i g h b o r s  s ee  m e .  F a t h e r ’s r e a c t i o n  was  
a sort  of  gruf f  h e a r t i n e s s ,  s u m m a r i z e d  thus,  ’’w e l l  y o u ' v e  
had a bad t i m e ,  l a d .  We ' l l  h a v e  to ge t  you  s t r a i g h t e n e d  
out  and ma k e  a proper  boy of  y o u ” .

B e c a u s e  I had no bo y ' s  c l o t h e s ,  I had to spend two  
days  i ndo o r s  u n t i l  my parent s  c o u l d  p ur c ha s e  a new wa r d ­
robe for m e .  I was  e x t r e m e l y  upset ,  for t he y  were  a l ­
mo s t  s t r ange r s  to me ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  my f a t he r  whom I had 
not  s e e n  for t hr e e  y e a r s .  In hi s  own way I suppose  he  
t h o u g h t  he was  h e l p i n g  me  for he spoke  as though I had 
u n d e r g o n e  a t e r r i b l e  o r d e a l  and that  he woul d  ge t  me b 
b a c k  to n o r m a l .  When t he y  had bo ug ht  my b o y ’s c l o t h e s ,  
f a t h e r  cut  my ha i r  short .  I was in tears  of  mi s e r y  at 
t h i s  and c r i e d  m y s e l f  to s l e e p  for days  a f t e r wa r d .  It was  
mo nt hs  b e f o r e  I s t oppe d  f e e l i n g  m i s e r a b l e  about  my hair  
and I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I h a v e  e v e r  r e a l l y  s t opped  r e g r e t t i n g  
i t .

When my ha i r  was c u t ,  and I was back in t rousers ,  
f a t he r  did hi s  b e s t  to ma k e  a ' n o r ma l '  boy,  i n s i s t i n g  
t ha t  I p l a y  c r i c k e t  and r ugger .  My t hr e e  years  ' g i r l ­
hood* was n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d  or d i s c u s s e d  in my h e a r i n g .
I r e m e m b e r  one  t i m e  when mo t h e r  was  anno y e d  wi th me  
over  s o m e t h i n g ,  and she said that  I shoul d h a v e  s t ayed  
in dr e s s e s .  Fat her  was very angry when he heard thi s ,  
t e l l i n g  her  to l e a v e  me  a l o n e .  The  s u b j e c t  was never  
a g a i n  r a i s e d .

perhaps  t hi s  was a good t h i ng ,  for I soon f e l l  i n t o
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the l i f e  of  an ordi nary  boy,  none  of  my s c h o o l m a t e s  or 
neighbors  t h i n k i n g  o t h e r w i s e .

No t h i ng  much h a p p e n e d  from then u n t i l  I was  about  
s e v e n t e e n ,  when I b e g a n  to undergo  g r e a t  a n x i e t i e s .
Around thi s  t i m e ,  s c h o o l b o y  c o n v e r s a t i o n  f r e q u e n t l y  t u ­
rned to the s u b j e c t  of  sex ,  as i s  usual  wi t h  boys  d e v e l o p ­
ing i n t o  me n .  Up to now I knew a l m o s t  n o t h i n g  about  
sex,  e i t h e r  n o r ma l  or a b n o r ma l ,  and did not  a s s o c i a t e  
my years  in dres ses  wi th a n y t h i n g  s e x u a l .  My f e e l i n g s  
were m e r e l y  that  t hrough p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  I had  
been dressed as a g i r l  for t hree  y e a r s ,  but  now I was the  
same as any ordi nary  boy .  The  onl y  re s u l t  of  t h e s e  ye ar s  
was that  I l i k e d  s e e i n g  pre t t y  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ,  and a d mi r e d  
pret ty  l o ng  ha i r  on g i r l s .  S o m e t i m e s  I i m a g i n e d  how I 
would l ook we a r i n g  l o n g  ha i r  and dres ses ,  but  I was  d e e p ­
ly a s hame d  of  t h e s e  t ho ug ht s ,  and of  c ours e  n e v e r  m e n ­
t i one d  t he m to a n y o n e .

Then  in f u r t i v e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  the  s u b j e c t  of  "queers' '  
began to a r i s e .  S o m e t i m e s  boys  were  a p p r o a c h e d  by h o ­
m o s e x u a l s  and thi s  b e c a m e  a t o p i c  of  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  I 
was as t o n i s h e d  when I heard of  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  and a g h a s t  
when I l e a r n e d  that  t he r e  were  d e p r a v e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  who  
dressed as w o me n  to s o l i c i t  m e n .  Al so ,  around thi s  t i m e  
1953,  a s o - c a l l e d  s e x - c h a n g e  c a s e  was  w e l l  p u b l i c i z e d  
in the ne ws pape r s ,  and t here  was muc h wri t t en  on the  
s u b j e c t  in the d a i l y  press  and in m a g a z i n e s .  When I read 
t he s e  a r t i c l e s  I was thrown i n t o  gr e a t  c o n f u s i o n  and dread,  
a s s o c i a t i n g  my own s e c r e t  v i s i o n s  of  m y s e l f  in f e m a l e  
dress wi th the s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s .

Knowi ng  n o t h i n g  of  the s u b j e c t  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m  as a 
s e pa r a t e  c a t e g o r y ,  and wi t h i n a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  ga -  * 
t hered from many s our c e s ,  I arr i ved at the  f o l l o w i n g  
s u p p o s i t i o n s .  Th e s e  were  that  a l l  h o m o s e x u a l s  we r e  e f ­
f e m i n a t e  (and that  e f f e m i n a t e  men were  a l l  h o m o s e x u a l ) ,  
that  men who dress  as w o m e n ,  and that  a l l  t h e s e  c a t e ­
gor i e s  want e d  to c h a n g e  t he i r  s e x .  I found l a t e r  that  
thi s  is not  the c a s e ,  but at that  t i m e  i t  a l l  s e e m e d  q u i t e  
l o g i c a l .  I b e c a m e  t e r r i b l y  worr i ed ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t l w o u l d  
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  b e c o m e  l i k e  t he s e  p e o p l e .  S o m e t i m e s  
w h i l e  in London' s  wes t  end wi th o t her  boys  we woul d  s ee  
s ome  obv i o us  "queers" wi t h ma de  up f a c e s  m i n c i n g  a l o n g  
the s t ree t s ,  the boys  s n i c k e r i n g  s c o r n f u l l y  at  t h e s e  r i d i -

21



Tiaamétia
c u l o u s  pe r s ons .  S e e i n g  t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  I cou l d  not a s s o ­
c i a t e  my own f e e l i n g s  wi t h  t h e m,  for t hey  s e e m e d  to me  
l i k e  rather  g r o t e s q u e  c a r i c a t u r e s .  And y e t  I dreaded  
t hat  m i g h t  h a v e  s o me  t e r r i b l e  c o m p l u s i o n  to be l i k e  
t h e m ,  and the  t h o u g h t  a l m o s t  s i c k e n e d  m e .

I b e g a n  to hound the  p s y c h o l o g y  s h e l v e s  of  the l i b ­
rar i e s  for more  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  but  here  too  t here  was l i t t l e  
a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  In the  onl y  books  on abno r ma l  b e ­
h a v i o u r  I saw t hen,  i f  the  s u b j e c t  of  men in f e m a l e  c l o t h ­
i n g  was m e n t i o n e d  at a l l ,  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  g i v e n  onl y  a 
f ew l i n e s  w i t h i n  a c h a p t e r  on h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  In a f ew  
such books  whe r e  t here  were  s e c t i o n s  d i s c u s s i n g  the c a u s e  
of  p e r v e r s i o n s ,  i t  was m e n t i o n e d  that  dr e s s i ng  a boy as a 
g i r l  was  o f t e n  a c a u s e .  Thi s ,  of  c o ur s e ,  ma de  me more  
worr i ed  than e v e r .  In no book th at I f ound was TV m e n ­
t i o n e d  as a s e p a r a t e  s u b j e c t ,  so I t hought  that  b e c a u s e  
I had t hi s  i nne r  d e s i r e  to wear  dres ses  and e s p e c i a l l y  to 
h a v e  l o n g  ha i r ,  t h e r e f o r e  by d e f i n i t i o n  I must  al so  be 
d e v e l o p i n g  i n t o  a h o m o s e x u a l .  Al t h o u g h  t e r r i b l y  worr i ed  
a bo ut  thi s ,  I was  e x t r e m e l y  p r e p l e x e d ,  for on t ry i ng  to 
a n a l y s e  my f e e l i n g s  I r e a l i z e d  that  I was not  e v e n  s l i g h t ­
ly a t t r a c t e d  s e x u a l l y  to me n .  In f a c t  e v e n  the thought  
of  i t  r e p e l l e d  m e .  But on the  o t her  hand I had a very  
d e f i n i t e  a t t r a c t i o n  for g i r l s .  And so I was a b l e  to c o n ­
v i n c e  m y s e l f  t hat  I was s t i l l  r e l a t i v e l y  n o r ma l .

About  thi s  t i m e  I had my f i rs t  s e x u a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  
h a v i n g  now f i n i s h e d  g r a mme r  s c h o o l  and t a k i n g  graphi c  
arts at  p o l y t e c h n i c .  Th e r e  was (and is)  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
p r o m i s c u i t y  a m o n g  London c o l l e g e  s t udent s ,  so that  i t  
was not  l o n g  b e f o r e  I was  i n t i m a t e  wi th s e v e r a l  g i r l s .
I w o n ' t  go i n t o  d e t a i l s ,  but  f o r t u n a t e l y  my i n i t i a t i o n  was  
d e l i g h t f u l l y  e n j o y a b l e .  I am s t i l l  g l ad of  thi s ,  for i f  
t h i ng s  had g o ne  wrong b e c a u s e  of  my n e r v o u s e n e s s  and 
i n e x p e r i e n c e ,  perhaps  my d e v e l o p e m e n t  c o u l d  have  be e n  
a l t e r e d  to a d i f f e r e n t  c o u r s e .

In my a n x i e t y  to c o n v i n c e  m y s e l f  that  I was normal  
I pe rs ued  g i r l s  a v i d l y .  Af t er  s e v e r a l  a f f a i r s  I was f i n a l l y  
r e a s o n a b l y  assured t hat  I c o u l d  not  be h o m o s e x u a l ,  whi c h  
e a s e d  my a n x i e t y  a g r e a t  d e a l .  Ho we v e r ,  I s t i l l  cou l d  
not  d i s p l a c e  t h e s e  s t r ange  i nner  l o n g i n g s  to wear  f e m i n i n e  
a t t i r e .
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Then t here  were  s e v e r a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  wh i c h  l ed  to 
an e x p e r i e n c e  wi th TV.  Whi l e  a t t e n d i n g  p o l y t e c h n i c  I 
b e c a m e  more and mor e  e s t r a n g e d  from my par e nt s ,  m o ­
ther and I had n e v e r  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l o s e ,  and f a t he r  
s e e m e d  to d i s a p p r o v e  of  a l m o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  I d i d .  Al so  
they s e e m e d  to f i g h t  q u i t e  a l o t ,  and f a t he r  was s p e n d i n g  
a l o t  of  t i m e  in the pub.  F i n a l l y ,  one  n i g ht  a t e r r i f i c  
row broke out ,  during whi c h  I d i s c o v e r e d  that  he was not  
my real  f a t h e r .  From t hen on I did not  s e e m to g e t  a l ­
ong wi th t h e m,  and did not  c a r e  what  t he y  t h o u g h t  of  
m e .

The r e  oc c ur r e d  about  thi s  t i m e  (1954)  s e v e r a l  t h i ngs  
whi ch  perhaps  shaped my l a t e r  a t t i t u d e s .  In one  of  the  
n a t i o n a l  d a i l y  papers  "The D a i l y  S k e t c h " ,  t here  a ppe a r e d  
a human i n t e r e s t  story wi th p ho t o g r a phs  of  a l i t t l e  boy  
dressed as a g i r l .  The  boy was about  f i v e  ye ar s  old and 
the son of  a mi nor  o f f i c i a l  o f  the Irani sh Embas s y .  The r e  
was an i n t e r v i e w  wi th hi s  mot h e r ,  who said she had w a n t ­
ed a d a ug ht e r  and i n t e n d e d  to ke e p  the  boy in l o n g  hai r  
and dresses  unt i l  he was at  l e a s t  s e v e n  years  o l d .  The  
story gave  t he i r  address  ( i n  the  Ea r l ' s  Court  of  Ke n n i n g -  
ton,  West London) ,  and m e n t i o n e d  that  he we n t  to p r i ­
mary s c h o o l  where  he was t r e a t e d  as a l i t t l e  g i r l .  For 
s ome  reason thi s  t h r i l l e d  me  t r e m e n d o u s l y .  I c a n  not  
a c c o u n t  for thi s  f e e l i n g ,  on l y  that  perhaps  I mus t  h a v e  
s o me h o w e n v i e d  the c h i l d .  Anyway  I f r e q u e n t l y  ma de  
e x c u s e s  to go to Earl ' s  Court ,  w a l k i n g  pas t  the hous e  
ho p i n g  to c a t c h  a s i ght  of  the boy on hi s  way to or from 
s c h o o l .  I never  did s ee  h i m,  perhaps  the  f a m i l y  mo v e d  
as the resul t  of  the p u b l i c i t y ,  for the s tory ra i s ed  a l o t  
of  c o m m e n t  in the n e ws pa pe r  where  i t  a p p e a r e d .

The l e t t e r s  to the Edi tor  c o l u m n  of  mos t  Bri t i sh p a ­
pers is us ua l l y  f u l l  of  as s or t ed  t r i v i a ,  i e .  a l e t t e r  a p ­
pears  that  s o m e o n e  has a c a t  whi c h  has  l i v e d  s e v e n t e e n  
years  and for mont hs  a f t e r  p e o p l e  wr i t e  in wi t h  t he i r  
c a t ' s  c l a i m  to g r e a t e r  l o n g e v i t y .  In the s a me  way thi s  
story g a v e  ri se to l e t t e r s  on the s u b j e c t  for mont hs  a f t e r .
I was e n t h r a l l e d  by t he s e  l e t t e r s ,  a n x i o u s l y  bu y i n g  the  
paper  e a c h  day to read the l e t t e r s .  Th e r e  were  l e t t e r s  
from mot he r s  who appr ove d ,  s a y i n g  that  t h e y  a l s o  put  
t he i r  sons in dresses  b e c a u s e  t he y  t ho ug ht  dres ses  much  
p r e t t i e r  than t rousers ,  mot he r s  who had kept  t he i r  sons  
in l o n g  cur l s  u nt i l  t hey  were q u i t e  o ld,  mo t he r s  who ma d e
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t h e i r  sons wear  k i l t s ,  dres ses ,  or p i n a f o r e s  when the  boys  
m i s b e h a v e d .  Th e r e  were  a l s o  l e t t e r s  from men who had 
b e e n  s u b j e c t e d  to one  or mor e  of  t he s e  c o n d i t i o n s  when  
t he y  we r e  c h i l d r e n ,  s o me  c l a i m i n g  that  he l i k e d  the  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  s o me  c l a i m i n g  t hat  t he y  were  h u m i l i a t e d  . 
C o n v e r s e l y  t he r e  were  l e t t e r s  p o i n t i n g  out  the ha r mf u l  
e f f e c t s  of  dr e s s i ng  boys  in g i r l ’s c l o t h e s .

I d o n ’ t k n o w  why I was so e x c i t e d  over  thi s  c o n t r o ­
vers y ,  but  I was very d i s a p p o i n t e d  when the s u b j e c t  was  
f i n a l l y  dropped from the " L e t t e r s ” c o l u m n .  I thi hk p e r ­
haps  I was  r e l i e v e d  to f ind that  my own c h i l d h o o d  was  
not  so rare,  and that  t here  were  q u i t e  a f ew others  who  
as l i t t l e  boys  had b e e n  dressed as g i r l s .  I woul d ha v e  
l i k e d  to h a v e  c o n t a c t e d  s ome  of  t he s e  p e o p l e ,  but n a ­
me s  and a ddr e s s e s  were  not  pr i nt e d  by the  paper .  It is 
a l s o  p o s s i b l e  on l a t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t hat  s ome  of  the l e t ­
ters  were  f i c t i t i o u s ,  s ent  in by p e o p l e  who want e d  to keep  
the  d i s c u s s i o n  g o i n g .

Anot he r  d e v e l o p e m e n t  about  thi s  t i m e  was that  a 
sort  of  "be a t n i k"  i n f l u e n c e  was b e g i n n i n g  to pr e v a d e  
s o me  of  the London c o l l e g e s .  It was not  now u n c o mmo n  
for c o l l e g e  boys  to a f f e c t  l o n g  shaggy  hair ,  f r e q u e n t l y  
a c c o m p a n i e d  by s c r uf f y  beards .  Thi s  o p e n e d  a p o t e n t i a l  
ai d to my own i nne r  de s i r e s ,  for I saw a c h a n c e  to have  
l o n g  ha i r  a g a i n  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  a "queer".

D i g r e s s i n g  from the story a g a i n ,  I w i l l  try to e x p l a i n  
s o me  of  my f e e l i n g s .  I t hi nk I mus t  ha v e  a sort of  f e t ­
i sh i n c l i n a t i o n ,  rather  than pure TVi s m as I unders tand  
i t ,  for l o n g  ha i r  is much more  d e s i r a b l e  to me than f e ­
m i n i n e  c o s t u m e  by i t s e l f .  I b e l i e v e  from r e a d i ng  the  
p s y c h o l o g y  books  that  t he r e  are hai r  f e t i s h i s t s  who have  
a c o m p u l s i o n  to cut  g i r l ’s hai r  and snat ch p i g t a i l s .  Thi s  
t h o u g h t  is r e p u g n a n t  to m e .  Fòt  I c o u l d  not  dream of  
c u t t i n g  a g i r l ’s l o n g  t r e s s e s .  It s e e m s  s o me h o w  l i k e  d e ­
s t r o y i n g  a b e a u t i g u l  p a i n t i n g  or s ma s h i n g  a s c u l p t u r e .
I l i k e  to s e e  g i r l s  wi t h  l o n g  hair ,  and as a g e n e r a l i t y  
t he  l o n g e r  the  hai r ,  the  mor e  a t t r a c t i v e  t hey  are to me .
I do not  m e a n  t hat  t hi s  is the  onl y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  that  1 
c a n  not  be a t t r ac t e d  to a g i r l  m e r e l y  b e c a u s e  she has  
b e a u t i f u l  ha i r ,  but  g i v e n  two e q u a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  and de-  
s i r a b l e g i r l s ,  one  wi t h  a short  crop and one wi th f l o w i n g  
t res ses ,  I shoul d  pre f er  the l a t t e r .  I th i nk mos t  short
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s t y l e s  are b a s i c a l l y  ugl y  the mos t  b e a u t i f u l  to me  is 
f u l l  l e ng t h  hai r ,  wa i s t  l e n g t h  or longer ,  w h i c h  c an  be 
worn in many s t y l e s  of  brai ds  or c h i g n o n s .  I suppose  
thi s  resul t s  from my f a s c i n a t i o n  for R o s e m a r y ’s l o n g  ha i r .  
Howe ve r  thi s  onl y  a p p l i e s  wi th t h i c k  h e a l t h y  hair* Long  
hai r  i f  i t  is thi n or f r i z z y  l ooks  ug l y  to m e .  S i n c e  very  
few gi r l s  t he s e  days  ( a t  l e a s t  in Engl and)  ke e p  t he i r  hair  
f u l l  l e ng t h ,  my n e x t  p r e f e r e n c e  is a f u l l  s h o u l d e r  l e n g t h  
s t y l e ,  c ur l ed  under at the e nds .  Perhaps  I can not  f u l l y  
e x p l a i n  my f e e l i n g s  for l o ng  hai r  as r e l a t e d  to my TV 
i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  but  to me  i t  g i v e s  more  s a t i s f a c t i o n  than  
onl y  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g .  Pr obab l y  i t  goe s  back to my 
’’gi r lhood" wi th Aunt  J o y c e ,  for e v e n  though I wore d r e ­
sses from the start  I m e r e l y  t hought  of  m y s e l f  as a boy  
in g i r l ’s c l o t h e s ,  and that  onl y  the c l o t h e s  ma d e  me  d i ­
f ferent  from other  boys .  Ho we v e r ,  when my hai r  had 
grown l ong e no ug h  to c o v e r  my  ears  and was put  in cur l s  
for the f irst  t i m e ,  i t  s e e m e d  to s o me h o w c o n f i r m me as 
a girl  and make  my "g i r l hood" p e r m a n e n t .  Even i f  I 
were  to put on trousers  the cur l s  were  my u n m i s t a k e a b l e  
badge  of  f e m i n i n i t y  s t i l l  i m p l a c a b l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  me  to 
the world as a " girl" .

Now I cou l d  not  s e e m to res i s t  the c h a n c e  to l e t  my  
hair  grow to a g i r l sh l e n g t h ,  s i n c e  I c o u l d  a c c o m p l i s h  
this  wi t hout  b e i n g  a c c u s e d  of  e f f e m i n a c y .  As I h a v e  
m e n t i o n e d ,  i t  was not  not  at a l l  u n c o m m o n  to s e e  p e o ­
p l e  at the arts s c h o o l  who had hair  as l o n g  as many  g i r l s .  
In f a c t  there were  s ome  who a f f e c t e d  hai r  to t he i r  s h o u ­
l de r s .  I d o n ’t know i f  any of  t h e s e  had TV l e a n i n g s ,  
mo s t l y  i t  was j us t  a s y mp t o m of  r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  par  
ents  and a u t h o r i t y .  The  more  the ne ws pa pe r s  d e p l o r e d  
this be a t n i k  a t t i t u d e ,  the  more  the s t ude nt s  a d o p t e d  i t  
a l o n g  wi th l e f t  wi ng  p o l i t i c s ,  p a c i f i s m ,  I foan- the-bomb  
m o v e m e n t s  and a n y t h i n g  e l s e  whi c h  woul d  shock  the i r  
e l de r s  and draw a t t e n t i o n  to t h e m s e l v e s .  Anyway  the  
c o m m o n  uni form soon b e c a m e  dirty j e a n s ,  s l oppy  s w e a t ­
ers and l ong  s haggy u s u a l l y  unkept  ha i r .

Th e r e f o r e  I too b e g a n  to adopt  the "uni form" wi th  
scruf fy  c l o t h e s  and uncut  ha i r .  Thi s ,  of  c o ur s e ,  l ed to 
e v e n  more  d i s a p p r o v a l  from my parent s ,  and the  a t m o s ­
phere  around home  b e c a m e  more  and more  s t r a i n e d .

Then c a m e  a r e l a t i o n  whi ch  was to a f f e c t  my l i f e
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c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I had q u i t e  a f ew af f a i r s  wi th gi r l  s t u ­
de nt s  at  the c o l l e g e ,  but  mos t  did not  l as t  very l o n g .
I now b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  wi t h  a g i r l  whom I sha l l  c a l l  
Be t t y ,  and was soon on an i n t i m a t e  bas i s  wi th her.  She  
was abo ut  a y e a r  o l d e r  than I, very a t t r a c t i v e ,  and had 
l o v e l y  ha i r  wh i c h  f e l l  b e l o w  her s houl ders  ( o ne  of  the  
r e a s o ns  why I had f i rs t  ma d e  her a c q u a i n t a n c e ) .  She  
c a m e  f rom a f a m i l y  not  short  of  mo n e y ,  and not  the l e a s t  
of  her  a s s e t s ,  owned a sports  car  and had a f l a t  of  her  
own.  She  was the  t ype  o f  g i r l  who want ed  e x c i t e m e n t  
or " k i c k s ” and was to say the  l e a s t  p r o m i s c i o u s ,  a l t hough  
on a s e l e c t i v e  ba s i s .  We s e e m e d  to " c l i c k ” or at l e a s t  
to c o m p l e m e n t  e a c h  o t her ,  and i f  not  a c t u a l l y  in l o v e  
we we r e  mor e  than u s u a l l y  a t t r a c t e d ,  and i t  was a far 
d e e p e r  a f f a i r  than any I had b e e n  i n v o l v e d  in so far.
Here  i s  the  s e q u e n c e  as near as I can r e c a l l ,  whi ch l ed  
to my e x p e r i m e n t s  wi t h TV.

B e c a u s e  of  my "be at n i k"  a t t i t u d e s ,  l i f e  wi th my p a ­
rent s  was  g e t t i n g  more  and more  d i f f i c u l t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
o v e r  my g r o wi n g  h a i r .  Perhaps  b e c a u s e  of  his  g e ne r a l  
i m p a t i e n c e  wi t h  me ,  a mo n g  ot her  t h i ngs ,  father  began  
to a c c u s e  me  of  g o i n g  "queer" ,  and that  no son of his  
was g o i n g  to be a d i s g r a c e  to h i m .  When I m e n t i o n e d  
t hat  I was  not  hi s  son,  i t  l ed to more  h o s t i l i t y .  Al ong  
wi t h  t h i s ,  I s e e m e d  to h a v e  n o t h i n g  in c o m m o n  wi th my 
pa r e n t s ,  p r o b a b l y  more  through y o u t h f u l  e g o t i s m  than 
f a c t ,  I c o n s i d e r e d  m y s e l f  to be of  far super i or  i n t e l l i g ­
e n c e  to both of  t h e m,  and e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  my f a ­
ther  to be c o a r s e  and s t up i d .

F i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  a f ew mo r e  rows wi th my parents ,  
c a m e  an u l t i m a t i m  to mend my ways  or l e a v e  h o me .
Sort  of  a " N e v e r  darken our doors agai n" s c e n e .  When  
I t o l d  Bet t y  of  thi s ,  she i m m e d i a t e l y  s u g g e s t e d  that  I 

move i n t o  her  f l a t .  I c h e e r f u l l y  did so,  l e a v i n g  my p a ­
rent s ,  w i t h o u t  much r egre t s  on e i t h e r  s i d e .

Now t hat  I had mo v e d  in wi th Bet ty my l e a n i n g s  to 
T V i s m b e c a m e  more  wor r y i ng  to m e .  S e e i n g  a l l  her  
t h i ng s  around p r e s e n t e d  me  wi th a great  t e m p t a t i o n ,  but  
I did not  dare  c h a n c e  e x p e r i m e n t i n g  wi th t h e m.  I was  
s t i l l  very  a s h a m e d  of  t h e s e  de s i r e s ,  and c e r t a i n l y  did 
not  want  her  to know of  t h e m.  M e a n w h i l e  I c o u l d  get  
by wi t h  at  l e a s t  h a v i n g  l o n g i s h  hai r ,  wh i c h  o f f e r e d  me
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T
s ome  s a t i s f a c t i o n  at  l e a s t .  S e v e r a l  mont hs  had pas s e d  
s i n c e  I had c e a s e d  h a v i n g  i t  cut ,  and at  t hi s  s t a g e  i t  
was what  I woul d  c a l l  " c o n v e r t a b l e "  . At the  b a c k  i t  
grew over  my c o l l a r ,  and the  ha i r  on the s i de s  o f  my  
head had grown to about  four i n c h e s ,  l o n g  e n o u g h  to 
c o v e r  my ears  when c o m b e d  down.  Ho we v e r  when  c o m ­
bed back and l o o k i n g  s o m e w h a t  unkept  and s ha g g y  i t  did 
not  l ook  f e m i n i n e ,  or at  l e a s t  no more  f e m i n i n e  t han  
any of  the  other  " b e a t ” s t ude nt s ,  ma n y  of  whom had hair  
l o ng e r  than m i n e .  The  d i f f e r e n c e ,  t hough was t ha t  many  
had beards ,  w h i l e  I had hardl y  any t r a c e  of  beard at thi s  
t i m e .  I was then age d  n i n e t e e n  and did not  r e a l l y  h a v e  
a p r o b l e m wi th my beard u n t i l  I was  n e a r l y  t w e n t y - t h r e e .

Bet ty and I got  on f a m o u s l y ,  but  I was now e x p e r i e n ­
c i n g  a t e r r i f i c  i nner  t e n s i o n ,  b e c o m i n g  very wor r i e d  and 
a n x i o u s .  Part  of  the c a u s e  was that  e x a m i n a t i o n s  were  
onl y  a few mont hs  away ,  but  a g r e a t  part  of  t he  s tress  I 
f e l t  was in ha v i ng  f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g  a l l  around me  and 
not  b e i n g  a b l e  to m e n t i o n  my i nner  d e s i r e s .  F r e q u e n t l y  
when Bet ty was out  I woul d  brush my shaggy  mop u n t i l  i t  
was s l e e k ,  c o m b i n g  i t  down to a c h e i v e  a f e m i n i n e  s t y l e .  
Looki ng  at m y s e l f  in the mirror I knew I c o u l d  pass  as a 
g i r l .  Whi l e  not  b e a u t i f u l ,  I was of  at  l e a s t  r e a s o n a b l y  
good f e a t ur e s  and woul d h a v e  b e e n  more  than p a s s a b l y  
a t t r a c t i v e .  I woul d  h a v e  l o v e d  to be a b l e  to h a v e  my  
hair  f l u f f e d  out  in cur l s ,  but  thi s  of  cour s e  was  i m p o s s i ­
b l e  in the  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  Before  B e t t y ’s return I woul d  
r u m p l e ; my hai r  up to i t ’s usual  me s s y  s t a t e .

Then I suppose  I c o u l d  c o n t a i n  m y s e l f  no l o n g e r ,  and 
in a c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th Bet ty about  our f a m i l i e s  arid our 
c h i l d h o o d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  I t o l d  her of  my t hr e e  y e a r s  as a 
gi r l  wi th Aunt  J o y c e .  I had n e v e r  b e f o r e  t o l d  thi s  to 
an y o n e ,  so that  e x c e p t  for my par e nt s ,  and of  c o ur s e  
Aunt  J o y c e  and her da ug ht e r s ,  no one  knew of  my e x p e r ­
i e n c e .  I did not  know how Bet ty woul d  r e a c t  t o / t h i s ,  or 
e v e n  i f  she woul d be i n t e r e s t e d ,  but  I brought  i t  up s e e ­
i ng  where  the c o n v e r s a t i o n  m i g h t  l e a d .  I had h a l f  e x ­
p e c t e d  her to t e a s e  me ,  or to t r e a t  t he  m a t t e r  as a rather  
funny j o k e  on- me* but  to my r e l i e f  she d i s p l a y e d  g r e a t  
s ympat hy  and i n t e r e s t .

The s u b j e c t  c a m e  up q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  in c o n v e r s a t i o n  
from then on,  for I b e l i e v e  Bet ty  s ensed t hat  I wa nt e d  to
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t a l k  about  i t .  Ho we v e r ,  i was s t i l l  to a shamed at my  
f e e l i n g s  to s u g g e s t  that  I woul d  s t i l l  l i k e  to put  on d r e ­
s s e s .  I p r o b a b l y  hope d  thi s  when I had f i rst  m e n t i o n e d  
the  m a t t e r  of  my c h i l d h o o d ,  for the s u g g e s t i o n  that  I 
try on her c l o t h e s  was ma d e  by her .  I was t r e me n d o u s l y  
e x c i t e d  when she f i rst  ma d e  thi s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  but  y e t  I 
was so f r i g h t e n e d  that  I woul d  l ook f o o l i s h ,  and that  she  
woul d d e s p i s e  me  for i t ,  that  I to l d  her I woul d not  be  
c a u g h t  dead in w o m e n ' s  c l o t h e s .  D e s p i t e  my i n d i g n a n t  
p r ot e s t s ,  I b e l i e v e  she must  h a v e  sens ed that  thi s  was  
not  my true f e e l i n g s ,  for she f r e q u e n t l y  s u g g e s t e d  that  I 
dress  up,  and m o r e o v e r  j o k i n g l y  s u g g e s t e d  that  my hai r  
was l o n g  e n o u g h  to pass  as a g i r l ' s  s t y l e  ( wh i c h  of  course  
I a l r e a d y  k n e w) .

I was  now in a t e r r i b l e  m e n t a l  d i l e m n a .  I want ed  
more  than a n y t h i n g  in the  world to g i v e  in,  but  a l l  my  
old f ears  of  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  and pervers i on t o r me n t e d  m e .  
S i n c e  I s t i l l  b e l i e v e d  that  onl y  "queers" had thi s  des i re  
to dress  as w o m e n ,  I ra i sed thi s  ma t t e r  to Bet ty when  
she a g a i n  m e n t i o n e d  the i d e a .  Her r e a c t i o n  t o ' t h i s  was  
q u i t e  s e n s i b l e ,  s u m m a r i z e d  roughl y ,  "you c a n ' t  be queer  
o t h e r w i s e  you  w o u l d n ' t  want  to ma ke  l o v e  to g i r l s .  If  
you were  q ue e r  you c o u l d n ' t  make  l o v e  to me  as w e l l  
as you do.  The  c l o t h e s  you  wear  do n ' t  s udde nl y  make  
you a d i f f e r e n t  person,  and s i n c e  I don' t  f e e l  l e s b i a n  
t e n d e n c i e s  when I put  on s l a c k s  or a ma n' s  shirt ,  I don' t  
s e e  how p u t t i n g  on a skirt  is g o i n g  to c h a n g e  you i n t o  a 
q u e e r .  Y o u ' l l  worry about  thi s  the rest  of  your l i f e  i f  
you d o n ' t  f ind out  the  truth,  and b e s i d e s  i t  woul d be fun 
to s e e  how you l o o k  as a girl ."

I was  s wa y e d  by thi s ,  but  s t i l l  c o u l d  not  bring m y ­
s e l f  to dress  up.  Wtrat c l i n c h e d  i t  f i n a l l y  was one ni ght  
when we were  m a k i n g  l o v e .  Bet ty was s t roki ng  my head,  
whe n s u d d e n l y  she ran her f i nge r s  through my hair ,  p u l l ­
i n g  i t  down to f a l l  over  my ears .  As she did thi s  she  
s a i d ,  "t he r e  you l o o k  l i k e  a g i r l  now.  Do you f e e l  any 
d i f f e r e n t  about  m a k i n g  l o v e  to me ?  I c e r t a i n l y  don' t  
f e e l  any d i f f e r e n t  about  y o u . ” At h e a r i n g  thi s  I f e l t  a 
t h r i l l  wh i c h  I had ne v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  b e f o r e .  Perhaps  
b e c a u s e  of  t h i s ,  we e x p e r i e n c e d  s i m u l t a n e o u s  orgas m.
In any c a s e  i t  was the  mos t  e n j o y a b l e  l o v e - m a k i n g  of  
my l i f e  to that  t i m e .

( C o n t i n u e d  on page  65)

T wuvutui
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by F ern

^  It was on the t enth day of my 
c a p t i v i t y  and the t enth day of  June  
1942,  that  we arr i ved at the pri son  
c a mp .  It l o o k e d  qui t e  d i f f e r e n t  from 
what  I had e x p e c t e d ,  for i ns t e a d  of  
a row of barracks  surrounded by bar­
bed wi re ,  i t  was i ns t e a d  an old h e a v i l y  
w a l l e d  c a s t l e .  The  wes t  wi ng  of  the  
c a s t l e  was used by the Germans  as 
t h e i r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  We, a l l  200 of  
us, were  c apt ur e d  navy o f f i c e r s ,  the  
f i rst  ba t ch  to arr i ve  at  this  new pri son.  
Once we were  f i n i s h e d  b e i n g  p h o t o ­
graphed,  a s s i gned  numbers  and barracks ,  
e t c ,  we set  out  e x p l o r i n g  the s ma l l  
c o mp o u n d  whi ch  woul d be our home  for 
the durat i on  or unt i l  we c o u l d  e s c a p e .
I s us pe c t  that  a l l  of  us had e s c a p e  in 
our. mi nds ,  and for s e v e r a l  days  we 
scoured the p r e mi s e s ,  e x a m i n i n g  e s c a p e  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s .

The  Germans  had c hos e n  w e l l ,  
t unne l s ,  the mos t  o bv i ous  e s c a p e  m e ­
c h a n i s m were i m p o s s i b l e  b e c a u s e  of  
the rocky land upon whi c h  the  c a s t l e  
s t ood.  A rope d e s c e n t  down the wa l l s  
mi g h t  have  b e e n  p o s s i b l e ,  but be f ore  
any real  pl an for thi s  cou l d  be drawn 
up,  s o me  pr i soner  tr i ed i t ,  and were
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i m m e d i a t e l y  c a u g h t .  The  Germans  i n c r e a s e d  t he i r  f l o o d ­
l i ght s  around the wa l l s ,  added dog pat ro l s ,  and made  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  for a nyone  to c o m e  near the wa l l s  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  
spot t ed .  To p r e v e n t  a r e o c c u r a n c e  of  such i n d i v i d u a l  
a t t e mpt s ,  and a l so  to pr e ve nt  the d i s c o v e r y  of  one e s c a p e  
plan from l e a d i n g  to the d i s c o v e r y  of  anot he r ,  we d e s i g ­
nated an e s c a p e  o f f i c e r  to c o o r d i n a t e  e s c a p e  p l ans .  It 
was not  unt i l  August  that  our f i rst  s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  
took p l a c e .  A Bri t i sh Of f i c e r  not ed that  the Germans  
had grown c a r e l e s s  in the i r  s e c u r i t y  p r e c a u t i o n s  when  
c o l l e c t i n g  the g a r b a g e .  He proposed to the e s c a p e  c a p ­
ta i n that  he ha v e  h i m s e l f  c o v e r e d  wi th g a r ba g e  by s e v e r a l  
f e l l o w  pr i soners .  When no one was l o o k i n g  and in an a l ­
t ered uni f orm whi c h  made  him l ook  l i k e  a German wor k­
man,  he s l i pped  i n t o  the back of the truck,  was q u i c k l y  
c o v e r e d ,  and soon was haul e d  through the g a t e s .  The  
Germans  did not  e v e n  bother  to s earch the truck.  His  
e s c a p e  was d i s c o v e r e d  at the e v e n i n g  rol l  c a l l ,  an o r de a l  
whi ch we had to go through t w i c e  a day,  and word was  
i m m e d i a t e l y  f l a s he d  around the c o u n t r y s i d e .  The  Ger­
mans f orced us to stand for s e v e r a l  hours w h i l e  t hey l e c ­
tured us on e s c a p e s ,  and t hr e a t e ne d  any w o u l d - b e  e s c a p e r  
with 30 days s o l i t a r y  c o n f i n e m e n t .  At the next  e v e n i n g  
rol l  c a l l ,  a s he e p i s h  l o o k i n g  Bri t i sh Of f i c e r  was brought  
back under guard,  and the Germans  s m i l i n g l y  to l d us 
that  garbage  trucks  in the future  woul d be t hroughl y  e x ­
a m i n e d .  The c apt ured pr i soner  was g i v e n  hi s  30 days  
in s o l i t a r y  c o n f i n e m e n t ,  and when he returned from c o n ­
f i n e m e n t ,  we a l l  pumped him about  hi s  e s c a p e .  He said  
that  the c h i e f  o b s t a c l e  to a s u c c e s s f u l  e s c a p e  was the  
f ac t  that  there  were  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s  in the c o u n t r y s i d e ,  
and they were i n t e n s e l y  s u s p i c i o u s  of  a ny o ne  that  they  
did not know.  He said he had be e n  s t opped s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
by Germans  who asked hi m why he was not  in the army,  
or where  he was from,  and wh i l e  he had shown t he m his  
i d e n t i t y  card ( f or ge d  by our e s c a p e  c o m m i t t e e )  as an 
i t i n e r a n t  worker,  t hey had s t i l l  r e ma i n e d  s u s p i c i o u s .  
Apparent l y  s o me o n e  turned hi m in,  for he was soon t aken  
i nt o  cus t ody  by the p o l i c e ,  t aken to the nearby p o l i c e  
s t a t i o n  and q u e s t i o n e d .  Even though his papers  passed  
i n s p e c t i o n ,  the Germans  were c o n c e r n e d  about  why such  
a worker would be in the n e i g h b o r h o o d .  Whi l e  he was  
be i ng  q u e s t i o n e d  the a l arm arr i ved that  a pr i s oner  was  
mi s s i n g  and the g a me  was up.  His c o n c l u s i o n  was that  
i t  woul d be e x c e e d i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  to ge t  any p l a c e  in
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the c o u n t r y s i d e .  The  onl y  rea l  hope  for an e s c a p e  was  
to r e a c h  Bremen or Hamburg or s ome  other  l arge  c i t y ,  
the n e a r e s t  of  wh i c h  was 100 m i l e s  away .

Thi s  e s c a p e  f a i l u r e  d i s c o u r a g e d  a t t e mp t s  for a w h i l e  
and the o ns e t  of  c o l d  w e a t h e r  t ended to stop much of  the  
o ut door  a c t i v i t y .  To pass  the t i m e  we d e c i d e d  to do ama  
teur  t h e a t r i c a l s  and on the  reques t  of  our Co mma n d i n g  
O f f i c e r ,  the Germans  turned over  a fourth f l oor  room of  
th^ we s t  wi ng  to the c a s t l e .  The room as s i gne d  to us 
had a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  used for t h e a t r i c a l s  be f or e  b e c a u s e  
in one end of  the room was a rai sed p l a t f o r m whi ch cou l d  
be used as a s t a g e .  Ac c e s s  to the room had a pa r e nt l y  
b e e n  p o s s i b l e  through both our s e c t i o n  of  the c a s t l e  and 
the German s e c t i o n ,  but  s o me o n e  had p l a s t e r e d  over  the  
old door way  l e a d i n g  to the wes t  wi ng .  I was as s i gned  
the job of  r e s t o r i n g  the s t age  a l o ng  wi th Ge or ge ,  a short  
s t o c k y  l i e u t e n a n t  from the Bri t i sh f l e e t  air army.  Whi l e  
the Germans  w a t c h e d ,  I o pe ne d  a s m a l l  cupboard door  
under the s t a g e ,  f ound a l ot  of  old s c e n e r y  s tored there ,  
and b e g a n  wor ki ng  my way through i t .  Handling or push­
i ng  muc h of  the s t uf f  back to George .  As I was worki ng  
I t ho ug ht  I heard mu s i c  and w o m e n ’s v o i c e s ,  and af ter  
pus hi ng  s ome  ma t e r i a l  out  of  the way I c r a wl e d  back  
to the w a l l  and found a s m a l l  h o l e  in the wood p a n e l i n g  
whi c h  f o r me d  the end of  the c l o s e t  and l o o k i n g  through  
I saw what  had o n c e  o b v i o u s l y  b e e n  a l i brary ,  but now 
t here  was a phonograph p l a y i n g  and s e v e r a l  Germans  were  
d a n c i n g  wi th w o m e n  of  assorted a g e s .  Most  of  the ol der  
w o m e n  sat  around t a l k i n g  to some s o l d i e r s  who were not  
d a n c i n g .  Wi t hout  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g  I c r a wl e d  back and 
to l d George  t hat  I had enough for the day ,  and I spent  
the n e x t  s e v e r a l  hours  l o o k i n g  at the e n t r a n c e  to the 
German wi ng  of  the c a s t l e  from the third f l oor  of  the  
p r i s o ne r ' s  w i n g .  About  9 p . m . ,  I saw s e v e r a l  smart l y  
dressed y o u n g  wo me n  s t ep out  of  the e n t r a n c e  to the Ger­
man s e c t i o n ,  wal k  to a nearby bus and board i t .  S e v e r a l  
ol de r  German w o m e n  were  w a l k i n g  s ome what  behi nd and 
when t hey  boarded the bus,  the dr i ver  s tarted i t  and l e f t .  
Af t er  s e v e r a l  we e k s  of  o b s e r v a t i o n  I c a m e  to the c o n c l u ­
s i on  that  i t  was onl y  on Sat urday  that  t hes e  wo me n  c a me  
and as l uc k  woul d h a v e  i t ,  t here  were  two d i f f e r e n t  buses .  
One of  wh i c h  u s u a l l y  l e f t  a h a l f  hour b e f o r e  the other .
I a l s o  s c o u t e d  out  the s pa c e  under the s t age ,  and found
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that  the bare s t age  i t s e l f  was b u i l t  on top of  a c l o s e t  
underneat h  a c l o s e t  in whi c h  s e v e r a l  of  the w o me n  put  
the i r  c o a t s  w h i l e  t he y  were  v i s i t i n g  the c a m p .  A p p a r e n t ­
ly the wo me n  c a m e  down Saturday mo r n i n g  to v i s i t  and 
ta l k wi th the s o l d i e r s ,  many of  t hem from d i f f e r e n t  ca mps  
in the area,  and then l e f t  Sat urday e v e n i n g .  S o me  of  
the g i r l s  were  re gu l ar  r e p e a t e r s  but  e v e r y  group i n c l u d e d  
some  wo me n  or groups of  wo me n  whom I had not  s e e n  b e ­
fore .

Af ter  t h i n k i n g  over  t h i ngs ,  I went  to the  e s c a p e  
Of f i c e r  and o u t l i n e d  my pl ans  for e s c a p e .  I t o l d h i m  
what  I had seen ,  that  i t  was p o s s i b l e  to break through  
the c e i l i n g  i n t o  the c l o s e t  u nde r ne a t h ,  and that  thi s  was  
a risky e s c a p e  but  one that  v:ould be r e p e a t e d  s e v e r a l  
t i me s  i f  we were  s u c c e s s f u l .  When I f i n i s h e d  t e l l i n g  
h i m,  he appeared  s o me w h a t  b l ank,  and when I saw hi s  
l ook,  I said Mthe po i nt  is Sir,  that  a l l  we h a v e  to do to 
e s c a p e  is to d i s g u i s e  o u r s e l v e s  as w o m e n ” . Each Sat urday  
two or three  of  us can j o i n  the bus l oad of  w o me n ,  and 
l e a v e  the p l a c e .  The  Germans  woul d ne v e r  t hi nk of  e x ­
a m i n i n g  wo me n  to f ind an e s c a p e d  pr i s oner ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i f  they took care  wi th the i r  d i s g u i s e .  In e f f e c t  a l l  we  
had to do to ge t  a near l y  f o o l p r o o f  e s c a p e  s c h e m e  was to 
l earn to be g i r l s .  The  e s c a p e  Of f i c e r  said i t  s e e m e d  a 
rather  i m p o s s i b l e  task,  but  to go to i t .  First  I cut  a 
h o l e  through i n t o  the c l o s e t  b e l o w ,  c a r e f u l l y  c o n c e a l i n g  
the resul t s  of  my work,  and then I b e g a n  the mos t  d i f f i ­
c u l t  part ,  that  of  pas s i ng  m y s e l f  of f  as a g i r l .

I d i s c us s e d  my pl ans  wi th Ge o r g e .  We a l so  l e t  the  
d i r e c t o r  of  our l o c a l  a ma t e u r  t h e a t r i c a l s  i n t o  our p l o t  
and he c o o p e r a t e d  by c a s t i n g  e a c h  of  us in f e m a l e  parts  
in the u p c o mi n g  p l a y .  The  f i rs t  p r o b l e m was to g e t  a 
c o s t u m e .  The  hai r  part  was not  too d i f f i c u l t .  My hai r  
was a l r e a dy  qu i t e  l ong ,  as was t hat  of  mos t  of  the ot her  
pri soners ;  George  and I p r o c e e d e d  to l e t  i t  grow out  fur­
ther,  d e v e l o p i n g  a sort of  pa g e  boy s t y l e  wh i c h  had be e n  
popul ar  wi th the g i r l s  be f o r e  we were  c a p t u r e d .  The  
c o s t u m e  p e o p l e  set  about  ma k i n g  c o s t u m e s  for e a c h  of  
us. The  p l ay  was d e s i g n e d  to i n c l u d e  a part  in whi c h  
a c o n t e mp o r a r y  c o s t u m e  woul d be s u i t a b l e  for e a c h  of  
us. Lucki l y  one of  our f e l l o w  pr i soners  had b e e n  a d e ­
s i gner  b e f or e  the war,  and he d e s i g n e d  a rather  smart  sui t  
for e a c h  of us to wear  out  of  surplus  u n i f o r ms .  The  Ger-
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mans  c o o p e r a t e d  by p r o v i d i n g  us wi th some  cas t  of f  
w o m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o me  hi gh h e e l s ,  whi ch  
were  r e m o d e l e d  to f i t  us.  We a l s o  ma n a g e d  to ge t  s l i ps  
p a n t i e s ,  and c o r s e t s  thi s  wa y .  Hand s t i t c h e d  bras were  
ma d e  from s o me  c o t t o n  b r o a d c l o t h  whi c h  was a v a i l a b l e .  
Part  of  an old c o r s e t  was cut  up to ma k e  some wai s t  
c i n c h e r s  and when George  and I a p p l i e d  t he s e  and p u l l e d  
t he m in,  we b e g a n  to appr oac h  s o m e t h i n g  of  an hour - 
g l as s  f i g u r e .  We had no s t o c k i n g s  and i t  s e e m e d  we  
woul d  not  be a b l e  to h a v e  any unt i l  we found out  that  
the  Germans  o f t e n  g a v e  pr e s e nt s  of  s i l k  s t o c k i n g s ,  and 
e v e n  s i l k  p a n t i e s  to the g i r l s  who v i s i t e d  t h e m .  When 
we found thi s  out  we ma n a g e d  to t rade s o me  surplus t o ­
b a c c o  from our Red Cross p a c k a g e s  to a German guard 
and we soon had s i l k  s t o c k i n g s  and more  i n t i m a t e  a p­
pa r e l  as w e l l .  We a l s o  got  q u i t e  a bi t  o f  German mo ne y  
in thi s  wa y .  The  c r e d e n t i a l s  d e p a r t m e n t  b e g a n  worki ng  
on our pas s e s  and so w h i l e  we now had e nough  c l o t h i n g  
and our ha i r  was  b e c o m i n g  s u i t a b l y  f e m i n i n e ,  the pr ob l e m  
was,  now to b e g a n  a c t i n g  as w o m e n .

Bef ore  out  c o s t u m e s  were  c o m p l e t e l y  f i n i s h e d ,  we  
put  on g i r d l e s  and hi gh h e e l s  and us ing a wrap around 
skirt ,  we b e g a n  p r a c t i c i n g  w a l k i n g .  Our f i rs t  e f f o r t s  
were  h i l a r i o u s ,  at l e a s t  a l l  the  o n l o o k e r s  l a u g h e d  t h e m ­
s e l v e s  ne a r l y  s i c k ,  but  a f t er  s e v e r a l  days ,  we be gan  to 
d e m o n s t r a t e  s o me  s u c c e s s .  To ke e p  our s teps  w i t h i n  the  
f e m i n i n e  norm.  George  got  the  i u e a  o f  h o o k i n g  a p i e c e  
of  s t r i ng  to hi s  gart ers ,  and thi s  a c t e d  as sort  of  a h o b ­
b l e .  I t r i ed the  s ame  pr o c e dur e  and I must  a d mi t  that  
w i t h i n  a w e e k  we had a f a i r l y  l ady  l i k e  wa l k .  Weari ng  
hi gh  h e e l s ,  e x c e p t  at  ro l l  c a l l ,  we g r a d u a l l y  b e c a m e  
a c c u s t o m e d  to t h e m.

Anot her  maj or  p r o b l e m was the q u e s t i o n  of  our beards .  
Lu c k i l y  my beard was not  very h e a v y .  In f a c t  i t  was j o ­
k i n g l y  said t hat  I s haved e v e r y  day but  on l y  put  the b l ade  
in the razor e v e r y  o t her  day .  I b e g a n  a c o n s c i e n t i o u s  
s y s t e m of  p l u c k i n g  out  my hai r  but  e v e n  af t er  thi s  pro­
c e d u r e  I s t i l l  had to shave  at l e a s t  e v e r y  t hree  days .  I 
j us t  h o pe d  t ha t  I woul d  be a b l e  to s have  by t hat  t i m e .  
George  was a d i f f e r e n t  p r o b l e m .  Whi l e  hi s  beard was  
not  very dark i t  was h e a v y  and in c i v i l i a n  l i f e  he had 
shaved at l e a s t  t w i c e  a day .  He c o u l d  not  go much more  
than t w e l v e  hours  w i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  l i k e  he  ne e de d  a shave .

T totuvutia
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He t r i ed a wax t r e a t m e n t  o f  hi s  beard,  but  no m a t t e r  
what  he did,  his  beard r e ma i n e d  the  s a m e .  Ge o r g e ,  
h o we v e r ,  was i n g e n i o u s  and he p r a c t i c e d  c o l d  s h a v i n g  
with a s t r a i ght  razor  and found that  he c o u l d  s have  hi s  
would be mu s t a c h e  and c h i n  beard wi th a s t r a i g h t  razor  
wi t ho ut  any l a t h e r .  It was p a i n f u l  but  Ge or ge  want e d  
d e s p e r a t e l y  to go .  We a l so  d e c i d e d  that  George  s houl d  
go as an o l der  wo ma n  wi t h  a hat  and a l i g h t  v e i l .  He 
did not  dare make  i t  t oo  h e a v y ,  for fear  s o m e o n e  woul d  
b e c o m e  s u s p i c i o u s .  D e s p i t e  hi s  beard d i f f i c u l t i e s  h o w ­
e ve r ,  George  had s o me  other  d i s t i n c t  a d v a n t a g e s .  Both 
George  and I had a l so  b e e n  t ry i ng  to t r im our wa i s t s  by 
d i e t ,  whi c h  r e a l l y  was n ' t  n e c e s s a r y  on the  food the  Ger­
mans fed us, but  a l so  by a p p l y i n g  our wa i s t  c i n c h e r s  
t i g h t e r  and t i g h t e r .  Wi thout  e v e n  p u t t i n g  a bra on but  
wi th the wai s t  c i n c h e r  drawn t i g ht  George  had a l m o s t  a 
"B" cup.  As a resul t  wi th a t i g ht  c o r s e t  on,  George  
ne e d e d  l i t t l e  p a ddi ng  at a l l .  I was rather  s l i m  m y s e l f ,  
and stood 5 ’8" in my s t o c k i n g  f e e t .  Whi l e  the  wa i s t  
c i n c h e r  did g i v e  me  the b e g i n n i n g  of  an hour g l as s  f i gur e  
I had to pad both my busts  and hi ps .

As we b e c a m e  more  and more  p r o f i c i e n t  in our r e ­
c e n t l y  a s sumed f e m i n i n e  ro l e ,  I found that  what  had b e ­
gun as an e s c a p e  lark b e g a n  to turn i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  more  
s e r i o us .  I found that  I was t hr owi ng  m y s e l f  i n t o  the f e ­
ma l e  rol e  a l m o s t  u n c o n s c i o u s l y , and perhaps  e v e n  more  
surpri s i ng,  I was b e g i n n i n g  to e n j o y  i t .  I s have d  my  
body a l l  over  and d e l i g h t e d  in the f e e l i n g  of  p u t t i n g  on 
my s i l k  u n d e r c l o t h e s  and e v e n  be g a n  to e n j o y  my t i g h t  
c o r s e t .  I p r a c t i c e d  p u t t i n g  on make up  hour a f t e r  hour  
unt i l  I b e c a m e  as p r o f i c i e n t  as wo me n  who had done  i t  
a l l  t he i r  l i v e s .  S o me h o w or ot her  I c o n f i d e d  my new 
s e c r e t  d e l i g h t s  to George ,  who was now b e g i n n i n g  to be 
c a l l e d  Georg i a  as I was c a l l e d  Barbara,  by the  f e l l o w s  
in the barracks .  Georg i a  c o n f e s s e d  that  she too e n j o y e d  
i t ,  but then s hoc ke d  me s o me w h a t  by s a y i n g  t hat  e v e n  
in c i v i l i a n  l i f e  he had o f t e n  dressed in hi s  w i f e ' s  c l o t h e s  
and that  a c t u a l l y  he had had c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e .  
Georgi a  was s o m e w h a t  shorter  than I, I woul d  say about  
5'7" but w e i g h e d  a good 50 pounds  mo r e .  I must  a d m i t  
that  he; d e s p i t e  the ma t e r n a l  l ook  he a f f e c t e d ,  was a 
n i c e  l o o k i n g  wo ma n .  He said that  I was  g o r g e o us  and I 
must  a d mi t  as I l o o k e d  at m y s e l f  in the mirror  wi t h  my
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l o n g  p a g e  boy,  a l l  ma de  up and dres sed,  I c oul d  hardl y  
b e l i e v e  i t  was m e .

The  e s c a p e  was a c t u a l l y  e a s y .  We s i m p l y  wa i t e d  
u n t i l  i t  was about  t i m e  to l oad tne f i rst  bus,  and then  
c a r r y i n g  an o v e r n i g h t  bag  whi c h  we had made  out of  
s o me  d u f f l e  bags ,  we were  c a r e f u l l y  l o we r e d  to the f l oor  
of  the c l o s e t ,  ad j us t e d  our c l o t h e s ,  and wa l k e d  out  to 
j o i n  the group of  w o me n  b o a r d i n g  the bus.  Nobody g a v e  
us a s e c o n d  g l a n c e  and as we passed the guards t hey  s m i ­
l ed  and wa v e d  to us.  Now our p r o b l e m was to pass as 
a wo ma n  a mo n g  wo me n ,  and thi s  woul d be no ea s y  task 
a l t h o u g h  both Ge or g i a  and I spoke  good German.  Each 
of  us had s e p a r a t e d  as we e n t e r e d  the bus,  on the a s s u mp ­
t i o n  that  one out  of  p l a c e  person m i g h t  not  a t t r a c t  a t t ­
e n t i o n  but  two w o u l d .  We r e a l l y  d i d n ’t know how good  
our d i s g u i s e  was,, and how e f f e c t i v e l y  we had thrown  
o u r s e l v e s  i n t o  our part .  My s e a t  c o m p a n i o n  was a gi r l  
about  the s a me  age  as I was,  and a f t e r  l o o k i n g  me over  
b r i e f l y  c o m m e n t e d  that  she had not  s e e n  me here  b e f o r e .
I t o l d her  the story that  George  and I had c o n c o c t e d  b e ­
f o r e .  My aunt ,  and I i n d i c a t e d  Ge or g i a ,  had r e c e n t l y  
had her h o me  bo mbe d  in Bavari a  ( s i n c e  both of  us had 
a s l i g h t  Bavar i an a c c e n t  in our s p e e c h ) ,  and h a v i n g  l os t  
e v e r y t h i n g  had d e c i d e d  to start  over  in the north of  Ger­
ma ny  where  my brother  had b e e n  s t a t i o n e d .  In f a c t  he  
had r e c e n t l y  b e e n  t rans f erred to a c a mp  near the pri son  
c a m p  and we had jus t  v i s i t e d  h i m b e f o r e  he  was shi pped  
of f  to the f ront .  We were  now goi ixg to Hamburg to try 
to s tart  over  a g a i n .  I a l s o  to l d  my s e a t  c o m p a n i o n  that  
a l l  we had l e f t  was the c l o t h e s  on our back ,  the mone y  
we c a r r i e d ,  and our d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to s u c c e e d .  She l i s ­
t e n e d  s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  and a g a i n  l o o k i n g  me over  c a r e ­
f u l l y  said that  I shoul d not  h a v e  too much d i f f i c u l t y  in 
f i n d i n g  an a p a r t m e n t  s i n c e  Hamburg too had be e n  b o m ­
bed but  that  we were  w e l c o m e  to s tay at the boardi ng  
h o u s e  where  she l i v e d .  She a l so  i n d i c a t e d  that  she  
worked in a s m a l l  g r oc e r y  store  in Hamburg and that  the  
s tore  ne x t  door,  a w o m e n ’s c l o t h i n g  s t ore ,  n e e d e d  a 
c l e r k .

When we arr i ved in Hamburg she ( Hi l da )  took us to 
a r o o m i n g  hous e  for w o me n  onl y  and Georg i a  and I took  
a room t o g e t h e r .  .Most of  the g i r l s  in the hous e  were  
rather  y o u n g ,  and the l a n d l a d y  asked Georg i a  a f t er  only
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one day ' s  s t ay ,  and a f t e r  we had r e p e a t e d  our s t ory ,  i f  
she woul d not  he l p  her  m a n a g e  the  h o u s e .  Ge o r g i a  a-  
greed and c o n s e n t e d  to b e c o m e  her  a s s i s t a n t .  She c o u l d  
sneak of f  and s have  p e r i o d i c a l l y  and y e t  c o n t i n u e  to 
l i v e  as a w o m a n .  Thi s  s u i t e d  Ge o r g i a  very w e l l  b e c a u s e  
Georgi a  and the  l a n d l a d y  b e c a m e  l i k e  two l o s t  g i r l f r i e n d s  
and Georg i a  f e l l  more  and more  i n t o  her  r o l e .  She l i k e d  
hous e wor k ,  e n j o y e d  m o t h e r i n g  the  g i r l s ,  and w i t h i n  a 
f ew short  we e ks  was  a c t i n g  l i k e  she had done  thi s  sort  
of  t h i ng  a l l  her l i f e .  I t oo  found m y s e l f  e x t r e m e l y  
happy .  I found m y s e l f  a c q u i r i n g  a c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  
wardrobe  and b e c o m i n g  a l m o s t  f o r g e t f u l  o f  t r y i n g  to 
Escape  to S w e d e n .  I e v e n  da t ed  a c o u p l e  o f  s o l d i e r s  and 
found d a n c i n g  wi t h t he m q u i t e  e n j o y a b l e .  I e s p e c i a l l y  
e n j o y e d  f l i r t i n g  wi th t h e m .  I was  a c t u a l l y  b e g i n n i n g  to 
thi nk f e m a l e .

But e s c a p e  s u dde n l y  c a m e  to mi nd  when the dress  
shop in whi c h  I was  wor ki ng  n e e d e d  a new s h i p m e n t  of  
s up p l i e s  from Swe de n  . It d e p e n d e d  in part  for i mp o r t s  
from Swe de n  to suppl y  i t s e l f  and the m a n a g e r  had u s u a l l y  
gone  to p i c k  out  the  i t e m s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a y e a r .  For 
s ome  reason he was u n a b l e  to go and r e q u e s t e d  that  I 
do so.  I asked h i m i f  i t  woul d  be a l l  r i ght  i f  I ma d e  
i t  a sort of  h o l i d a y  and wi t h  hi s  c o n s e n t  Ge o r g i a  and 
Hi l da c a m e  wi th m e .  We s i m p l y  boarded  the  r e g u l a r  
m a i l  ship whi c h  c o m m u t e d  b e t w e e n  Hamburg  and Sweden .  
We arr i ved in S we d e n  hours  l a t e r .  Af t er  l o o k i n g  over  
the f abr i c s ,  p u t t i n g  in our orders ,  the  t hr e e  of  us did 
the t own.  Af t er  a w h o l e  day of  t our i ng ,  we  r e q u e s t e d  };j 
Hi l da to return wi t h  the  m e r c h a n d i s e  we had p u r c h a s e d ,  
and t hen we s l i p p e d  away  from her .  The  n e x t  mo r n i n g  
we p r e s e n t e d  o u r s e l v e s  at  the  Bri t i sh Embassy  wi t h  two  
s u i t c a s e s  of  c l o t h e s  and i n d i c a t e d  that  we we r e  Bri t i sh  
pri soners ,  r e c e n t l y  e s c a p e d  f rom G e r ma n y .  The  c l e r k  
at the Embassy s howed us i n t o  the A m b a ^ e d o r ' s  o f f i c e  
and we r e p e a t e d  our s tory to h i m .  Af t e r  h e a r i n g  us say  
we were  e s c a p e d  pr i s oners ,  the Amb a s s e d o r  l o o k e d  c l o s e l y  
at us and said he  was sorry,  but  t hat  i t  was  c o nt r a r y  to  
Brit i sh p o l i c y  to a l l o w  w o m e n  to s e r ve  in d a ng e r  areas  
and that  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  for us to be e s c a p e d  p r i s o n e r s .  
We were  so used to a c t i n g  as w o m e n  that  t he  remark  
struck us funny and we l a u g h e d  u p r o a r i o u s l y .  Th e n  we  
both bl urt ed  out  that  we were  not  w o me n  but  me n ,  and 
had e s c a p e d  from the pr i son c a mp  in t hi s  garb s e v e r a l
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mo n t h s  b e f o r e .  The  Amb a s s e d o r  was i n c r e d u l o u s  but  
a f t e r  d e m o n s t r a b l e  pr o o f  he  too l a u g h e d .  He then or­
de r e d  new c l o t h e s  to be brought  for us,  but  f i rst  i n s i s t e d  
on p h o t o g r a p h i n g  us as we w e r e .  In our new uni f orms ,  
a f t e r  a h a i r c u t  and s h a v e ,  we a g a i n  b e g a n  to f e e l  m a s ­
c u l i n e  a g a i n ,  a l t h o u g h  I must  a d m i t  we were  rather wasp  
w a i s t e d  o n e s .  I was  very sorry to h a v e  my hair  cut  and 
had the  barber  s a v e  the  hair.  I t ook i t  to a l o c a l  wi g  
ma k e r  i n  S t o c k h o l m  and had i t  ma de  i n t o  a wi g  for me  
w h i l e  we we r e  w a i t i n g  to be r e p a t r i a t e d  to Engl and.  I 
a l s o  c a r e f u l l y  p a c k e d  away  my e s c a p e  c l o t h e s  and a l so  
t o o k  t h e m b a c k  to Engl and wi t h  me .

It was  g r e a t  to be bac k  in Engl and,  and here  I re ­
j o i n e d  my g i r l f r i e n d ,  Je an ,  and a f t e r  a f ew short  we e ks  
we we r e  m a r r i e d .  She was i n t e n s e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in my  
e s c a p e ,  and a f t e r  I s howe d her the  p i c t u r e s  whi c h  had 
b e e n  t a k e n  in S t o c k h o l m ,  she i n s i s t e d  that  I dress up 
for her .  Thi s  I did wi t h  g r e a t  c a r e ,  s h a v i n g  my body  
a l l  ov e r ,  a d j u s t i n g  my wi g ,  and c a r e f u l l y  a p p l y i n g  m a k e ­
up.  She sai d that  I ma d e  a rather  l o v e l y  l o o k i n g  woman  
and c o n f e s s e d  that  she l i k e d  me  dres sed as a g i r l  very  
m u c h .  To  ma k e  a l o n g  story short ,  a f t er  I was d i s c ha r g e d  
f rom the  Army,  I e n t e r e d  the c l o t h i n g  bus i nes s ,  and I 
now run a s t r i ng  of  w o m e n ' s  c l o t h i n g  s t or e s .  Perhaps  the  
mo s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  is t hat  I run t h e s e  s tores  not  as a 
man,  but  as a w o m a n .  It turned out  t hat  my wi f e  was  
u n a b l e  to h a v e  c h i l d r e n .  We both d e c i d e d  to c o n c e n t r a t e  
our i n t e r e s t s  in b us i ne s s ,  and s i n c e  I was now very i n ­
t e r e s t e d  in w o m e n ’s c l o t h e s ,  i t  was  a na t u r a l .  She e n ­
c o u r a g e d  me  in my de s i r e  to wear  w o m e n ' s  c l o t h e s  and 
s i n c e  whe n  we f i r s t  s t ar t ed  we c o u l d n ' t  af ford to hi re  any 
s a l e s w o m e n ,  I a c t e d  as one  to r e l i e v e  my w i f e .  It jus t  
s e e m e d  n a t u r a l  to ke e p  my c l o t h e s  on when I got  home  
f rom work.  I soon u n d e r we n t  an e l e c t r o l y s i s  t r e a t m e n t  
for r e m o v a l  o f  my beard and as our bus i ne s s  e x p a n d e d  I 
j us t  r e m a i n e d  as I was s i n c e  I had b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d  wi th  
the  b u s i n e s s .  I o c c a s i o n a l l y  v e n t u r e  out  in m a l e  c l o t h e s  
and r e g u l a r l y  u n t i l  l a s t  ye a r ,  my w i f e  and I toured the  
c o n t i n e n t  e v e r y  s u mme r  as man and w i f e .  When I dress  
as a man h o w e v e r ,  I h a v e  to wear  s p e c i a l  make up to 
s top f rom b e i n g  q u e s t i o n e d .  On our l a s t  trip to the c o n ­
t i n e n t  h o w e v e r ,  we a d o p t e d  two orphan g i r l s ,  and o nc e  
t he  a d o p t i o n  was c o m p l e t e ,  I r e sumed my f e m a l e  pe r s o n ­
a l i t y  a g a i n .  I s t i l l  m a i n t a i n  a post  o f f i c e  box for my
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ma l e  s e l f ,  but  thi s  is about  a l l  the  c o n t a c t  I h a v e  wi t h  
the m a l e  wor l d .  My w i f e  and I both we ar  the  s a me  
c l o t h e s  s i n c e  she was a l s o  rat her  t a l l  and our s ho e s  are  
both 9 - AAA.  Her hi ps  are s o m e w h a t  mor e  f e m i n i n e  than  
mi n e  but wi th p a d d i n g  we both wear  the  s a me  s i z e  g i r d l e  
a l t ho ug h  our bras are d i f f e r e n t .  She is  a 36 but  I am a 
40 no ma t t e r  what  I do.  Th e r e  is on l y  one  o t h e r  person  
or rather two o t hers ,  who know my true i d e n t i t y ,  Ge o r g i a  
ma n a g e r  of  our c o r s e t  d e p a r t m e n t ,  i s  the  husband of  one  
of  our store  ma n a g e r s .  Whi l e  t he y  are husband and w i f e ,  
Georg i a  l o o ks  more  l i k e  the proper  ma t r o n  than a husband  
Thanks  to e l e c t r o l y s i s ,  Ge o r g i a  does  h a v e  to worry about  
her beard and her  w e l l  c o r s e t e d  f i g ur e  is a n i c e  a d v e r t i ­
s e m e n t  for what  a c o r s e t  c an  do.

Surpr i s i ng  we hear  very l i t t l e  f rom the f or me r  
pri soners  in our pr i son c a m p .  I was  i n f o r m e d  t ha t  s o me  
40 other  me n e s c a p e d  dres sed as w o m e n ,  but  a f t e r  r e ­
t urni ng to c i v i l i a n  l i f e  h a v e  more  or l e s s  dropped out  of  
s i g h t .  I s u s p e c t  t hat  t he r e  are a gr e a t  ma n y  more  o f  us 
around than m e e t s  the  e y e  but  so far none  of  us has  b e e n  
w i l l i n g  to r e v e a l  h i m s e l f ,  or rather  h e r s e l f .

COLONEL: Have  you asked
S a r g e n t  D o n n e l l y  about  a l l  
t hat  s t u f f  on the  l i n e ?

CAPTAIN:  Yes  Sir!  He
says  i t ’s a s p e c i a l  kind of  
TV a e r i a l .
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She Was Thci*e
Cynthia (30-H-2)

^  When I l o o k  back  over  my e a r l i e r  years ,  in order to 
c ha r t  the  c o u r s e  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m through my l i f e ,  I can  
f ind no b e g i n n i n g .  It s e e m s  as t hough "she" was there  
a l l  the  t i m e .

Far b a c k  - c h a p t e r  four (I was four years  old)  - I 
b e g a n  a p e r s o n a l  war a g a i n s t  vast  a r mi e s  of  germs ,  b a c ­
t e r i a ,  e t c . ,  wh i c h  was to l as t  s ome  t hree  years  - on 
and of f .  Dur i ng  thi s  per i od  I was wont  to spend c o n s i d ­
e r a b l e  t i m e  at h o m e ,  us u a l l y  i ndoors ,  and f r e q u e n t l y  in 
b e d .  Toys  b e c a m e  a drag ( o o p s ! )  and,  as an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  
I dres sed up in any of  Ma m m a ' s  c l o t h e s  whi c h  happe ne d  
to be l a y i n g  around.  But,  I a l so  dres sed up in Pappa' s  
c l o t h e s .  The  e x a c t  age  at whi c h  t he s e  t hi ngs  oc c ur e d  
is  e a s i l y  proved  as I d i s t i n c t l y  r e c a l l  that  t hey  ha ppe ne d  
in the h o u s e  from w h i c h  we mo v e d  when I was f i v e  years  
old .

Dur i ng  b r i e f  r e s p i t e s  in the a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  war,  I 
a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l .  U n e v e n t f u l  for the most  part  but  I 
o n c e  t r e m b l e d  v i o l e n t l y  at  the p r o s p e c t  of  b e i n g  a pe r ­
f o r me r  at  a m u s i c a l  f e s t i v a l  at wh i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g  to the  
s m a l l  s l i p  of  paper  I c a r r i e d  h o m e  from s c h o o l ,  I was  
to  wear  ” a l i g h t  b l u e  b l o u s e  and n a v y - b l u e  k n i c k e r s ” .
An aunt ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t hat  I had mi s u n d e r s t o o d  the  not e ,  
f anne d  the  fury of  my f ear  by o f f e r i n g  to "l end me a pair  
of  her ' s" . To e x p l a i n ;  the  p r i n c i p a l ,  a woman of  g r a m­
m a t i c a l  e x c e l l e n c e ,  had wr i t t e n  the not e  in p e r f e c t  Eng­
l i s h ,  of  cour s e  i t  m e a n t  " l i g h t  b l u e  shirt  and short  
navy  b l ue  t rous ers " .  I was not  at  a l l  t h r i l l e d  - as s ome  
of  us a p p a r e n t l y  were  - at the pr o s p e c t  of  b e i n g  dressed  
as a g i r l .
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I want ed to p l a y  wi th g i r l s  - and to p l a y  g i r l ' s  
g a me s .  I f r e q u e n t l y  p l a y e d  wi th my Te ddy  Bear (I ke pt  
"him" u nt i l  I was n i ne  or ten - p o s s i b l e  as a s u b s t i t u t e  
brother as I am the s o l e  o f f s pr i ng)  and we had s o me  very  
e n j o y a b l e  t ea  p a r t i e s  us i ng  a f i ne  toy c h i n a  t e a  se t  wh i c h  
my Mother  had kept  from t i m e  to t i m e  . I woul d  not ,  
h o we v e r ,  a c t u a l l y  p l a y  wi t h  g i r l s  - un l e s s  t o t a l l y  un­
a v o i d a b l e  - and I o n c e  v i g o r o u s l y  p r o t e s t e d  when one  of  
my numerous  f e m a l e  c o u s i n s ,  p o i n t i n g  toward my toy  
ga r a g e ,  g l e e f u l l y  e x c l a i m e d ,  "Ooooh!  L e t ’s p l a y  wi t h  
your d o l l ' s  house" .

In c h a p t e r  n i ne  - I was n i ne  years  old - we  f i nd a 
shoppi ng  i n c i d e n t .  Ma mma  and I are v i s i t i n g  d e p a r t ­
me nt  s tores ,  buy i ng  Chr i s t ma n  g i f t s  for my f o u r t e e n  c o u ­
s i ns .  I, an a ut ho r i t y  on toys ,  am c o n s u l t e d  r e g a r d i n g  
the s u i t a b i l i t y  of  e a c h  p u r c h a s e .  Laden wi t h m i s c e l l a ­
neous  and sundry p l ay  t h i ngs ,  Ma mma  l e a d s  the  way to 
the g i r l ' s  c l o t h i n g  d e p a r t m e n t ,  there  to buy two set s  
of underwear  for my two o l d e s t  c o u s i n s .  T h a t ' s  a l l  t he r e  
is to the i n c i d e n t  e x c e p t  for one s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t ;  I r e ­
c a l l  v i v i d l y ,  the i t e m s  of  underwear ,  but  I c a n n o t  r e ­
me mb e r  any of the toys  we bought  t hat  d ay .

. . . A n d  so i t  went ,  Ne v e r  dressed as a g i r l  - in 
c l o t h e s  that  f i t t e d  or s u i t e d  my age  at  l e a s t .  The  f i rs t  
record of  thi s  appears  at about  the age  of  t h i r t e e n  - the  
o ppor t uni t y  had b e e n  t here  b e f o r e  but  I was much too a-  
f r a i d t o  take  a d v a n t a g e  of  i t .  From t h i r t e e n  onward i t  
was a d i f f e r e n t  story - no h e s i t a t i o n .  At e a c h  and e v e r y  
oppor t un i t y  I borrowed,  for a f ew m o m e n t s ,  a n y t h i n g  I 
c o u l d  f ind - and,  oh! what  g u i l t . . .  To be d i s c o v e r e d . .  
F e a r . . .  I asked m y s e l f ,  "Am I ma d"?  1 c o n f i d e d  in no 
one ,  and as far as I know,  no one k ne w.  "She" was my  
s e c r e t  - my own s we e t ,  s i c k e n i n g ,  t e r r i f y i n g  s e c r e t  - 
and such she r e ma i n e d  un t i l  I was t w e n t y - s i x .

Toward the end of  World War 11 I was dr a f t e d  i n t o  
the Air Force  as a f l i g h t  m e c h a n i c  - a p r o f e s s i o n  wh i c h  
I had c h o s e n  upon l e a v i n g  s c h o o l  at the a g e  of  f i f t e e n .  
Those  were  busy years,  and i t  s e e m s  as t hough she r e ­
c o g n i z e d  the i m p o r t a n c e  of  the  task at hand,  c o n t r o l l i n g  
her de mands  a c c o r d i n g l y .  She a p p e a r e d  on l y  dur i ng  l e i ­
sure hours,  w e e k e n d s  passes  and so forth.
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By the t i m e  I was r e l e a s e d  from s e r v i c e  ( h o n o r a b l y  
of  c o ur s e )  I had a wardrobe  whi c h  c o n s i s t e d  of a s l ip  
and a pai r  of  s t o c k i n g s  - w e l l ,  not  r e a l l y  a pair,  one  
was an 8 w h i l e  the other  was an 11 or so! With more  
t i m e  on my hands  and h e n c e  more  f r e que nt  e x c u r s i o n s  
i n t o  TV,  the w h o l e  t h i ng  b e g a n  to di sturb me more and 
more  unt i l  I r e s o l v e d  to g e t  busy a g a i n ,  to c o m p l e t e  
my e d u c a t i o n ,  To " b e c o m e  s o m e o n e " ,  and to dr i ve  thi s  
da mne d  s i l l y  bus i ne s s  out  of  my head!  Thi s  I did - for 
a month or so! I suppose  I d i d n ’t r e a l l y  want  to or I 
mi g h t  h a v e  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l .  I b e c a m e  more  di s turbed  
as my wardrobe  grew and my grades  d e c l i n e d .  Then,  in 
the  mi ds t  of  thi s  m e n t a l  u p h e a v e l ,  who trips d a i n t i l y  
down the ramp of  a p l a n e  but  C h r i s t i n e ...........

What  c o n f u s i o n !  The r e  was I, in my b a c h e l o r  apar t ­
me n t  where  I f r e q u e n t l y  e n j o y e d  c o n j u g a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
wi t h  s e v e r a l  g i r l s  - one  at a t i m e  of  course  - u t t er l y  
d e s p o n d e n t  b e c a u s e  of  thi s  a l i e n  de s i r e  to a c t u a l l y  be  
the  o b j e c t  of  my own d e s i r e .  But,  I l i v e d  through i t  - 
so did Cy n t h i a  - to c l i m b  to the top in the f i e l d  of  e l e ­
c t r o n i c s  m a r k e t i n g .

Marr i age  did not  cure  my TV,  as I m i s t a k e n l y  t h o u ­
ght  i t  woul d - I suppose  we a l l  know thi s  by now.  Af ter  
about  a year  of  ma r r i a g e ,  I d e c i d e d  to t e l l  my w i f e .  At 
f i rs t  she was ,  j u s t i f i a b l y ,  a ngered  and d i s t ur be d .  Angered  
b e c a u s e  I had c o n c e a l e d  i t  f rom her from the b e g i n n i n g  
and d i s t urbed by her i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  the i m p l i c a t i o n s  
of  TV,  But now,  n i ne  years  l a t e r ,  her a t t i t u d e  has c h a n ­
g e d .  She has  l e a r n e d  more  by r e ad i ng  the few good books  
on the s u b j e c t  and by d i s c u s s i n g  i t  wi th do c t o r s .  She has  
a l s o  l e a r n e d  that  we are not  a l l  c o o k y  c h a r a c t e r s  through  
m e e t i n g  w e l l  over  lOO-others for whi ch  p o s s i b i l i t y  we are 
g r a t e f u l  to V i r g i n i a  and thi s  m a g a z i n e  whi ch  we d i s c o v ­
ered about  t hree  years  ago .

Where do we go from he r e ?  Who knows? Cynt h i a  has  
b e e n  brought  out  of  the dark r e c e s s e s .  She has e me r g e d  
as a f a i r l y  s t a b l e  (by c o mp a r i s o n )  p e r s o n a l i t y  - some  w i l l  
d i s a g r e e !  She has be e n  r e c o g n i z e d ,  b a p t i z e d  and r e l e a s ­
ed - of  cour s e  I c a n n o t  g i v e  her f u l l  re i n.  A year  ago  
we i n t r o d u c e d  her to her Mother  and I k i c k e d  m y s e l f  for
not  h a v i n g  done  thi s  many years  ago - Mother l i k e s  her .  
Most  of  the  t i m e  C y n t h i a ' s  demands  for a t t e n t i o n  are rea-

T ’uuuvuUa

42



s o n a b l e ,  t e mp e r e d  i t  s e e ms  by the a c t i v i t i e s  of  two s m a l l  j 
c h i l d r e n .  During pe r i ods  of  great  de ma n d ,  I try to r e t a i n  1 
o b j e c t i v i t y ,  knowi ng  that  the phase  w i l l  pass .  But I know 
that  i t  w i l l  c o m e  and go a g a i n ,  and a g a i n ,  and a g a i n  . . .
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What 
Shall I 
Wear?

B eatrice  (3 3 -B -2  FPE)

EDITOR'S NOTE: For s o me  t i m e  pas t  var i ous  readers
h a v e  asked for s o m e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  about  
Fa s h i o n ,  a b o u t  d e s i g n  and what  to wear  whe n .  One of  
our good  and l o n g  t i m e  readers  is q u a l i f i e d  to h e l p  in 
t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  and t hi s  is her f i rs t  a r t i c l e  on the sub­
j e c t .  Others  w i l l  f o l l o w  in s u b s e q u e n t  i s s u e s .  Be a t r i c e  
and I both h o p e  that  t hey  of  you w i l l  f ind i t  o f  v a l u e .

C l o t h e s  are ma d e  to be l i v e d  in,  not  to wa l k  around 
on m o d e l s  b l e s s e d  wi th p e r f e c t  f i g ur e s ,  in the p i c t u r e s  
in Hi gh Fa s h i o n  M a g a z i n e s .  S o me  p e o p l e  s e e m to be 
born wi t h  a s e n s e  of  f a s h i o n ,  others  c u l t i v a t e  a f a s h i on  
s e ns e  and s t i l l  o t hers  l i v e  t he i r  e n t i r e  l i v e s  w i t h o u t  e v e r  
l e a r n i n g  muc h  a bo ut  f a s h i o n .

Fas h i on  Is Fas h i on ,  when i t  is the  r i ght  c o m b i n a t i o n  
of  hue ,  v a l u e  and l i n e .  You c a n ' t  f ind i t  in the d i c t i o n ­
ary .  Th e r e  are no p e r m a n e n t  r u l e s .  Fashi on breaks  rules!  
But I assure  you ,  g e n t l e  reader ,  that  i f  you t ra i n your  
e y e s ,  y o u  w i l l  soon l e a r n  to r e c o g n i z e  the woman or TV 
wi t h  a s e ns e  o f  f a s h i o n .  Fashi on is  f l e x i b l e .  Where,  for 
i n s t a n c e ,  do j a c k e t s  end in the f a s h i o n  m a g a z i n e s ?  Where  
shoul d  t h e y  end on you?  Waist  l e n g t h ,  hip l e n g t h ,  f i n g e r ­
t i p  l e n g t h ,  t u n i c ?  O b v i o u s l y ,  s o m e t h i n g  must  e n t e r  your  
c h o i c e  of  c l o t h e s .  You c a n  be sure t hat  what  you wear  
w i l l  i n f l u e n c e  your  l i f e ,  e v e n  i f  you  are in a l o c k e d  room,  
and what  o t hers  t h i nk  about  y ou ,  i f  you  are not .
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Perhaps  y o u ’ve a l r e a d y  asked the q u e s t i o n  - who am 
I to wr i t e  about  Fashi on?  First  o f  a l l ,  I ’m a TV,  q u i t e  
s e c o n d l y ,  I ' m an a r t i s t .  S o m e t i m e s  I am a hos t ,  s o m e ­
t i m e s ,  and p r e f e r a b l y  a h o s t e s s .  S o m e t i m e s  I ' m a g u e s t .  
But I LOVE c l o t h e s .  I h a v e  had b o n a f i d e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  in  
dress d e s i g n  and c o l o r  and I- know that  f a s h i o n  is  not  a 
bi t  d i f f e r e n t  from a p a i n t i n g .  Al wa y s ,  where  e v e r  I go  
I ask m y s e l f ,  what  s h a l l  I wear ,  whe n ,  why and does  i t  
f i t ?  For i n s t a n c e ,  I l o v e  c r i n o l i n e s ,  but  do I r e a l l y  l o v e  
c r i n o l i n e s  in a cr owde d e l e v a t o r  in the  m i d d l e  of  a busy  
day? Or do I, a s p i ns t e r i s h  50 y e a r  o l f ,  very t h i n  p e r ­
son,  l o v e  c r i n o l i n e s  for s t r e e t  wear?  Of cour s e  not .

A young  GG c an  af ford to be j us t  a l i t t l e  b i t  c a r e ­
l e s s ,  hem u n e v e n ,  hai r  b l o wn,  too  l i t t l e  or t oo  much  
m a k e - u p ,  but  a 50 y e a r  old mat ron  c a n n o t  be that  c a r e ­
l e s s ,  and e v e n  l e s s  CAN a TV.  We must  be do ubl y  ex t r a  
c a r e f u l  in e v e r y t h i n g  we wear  to a v o i d  too  c l o s e  a s c r u­
t i ny  .

To c o m e  to a c o m m o n  un d e r s t a n d i n g  of  what  to wear ,  
when,  you must  s e l e c t  s u i t a b l e  c l o t h i n g .  WITHIN YOUR 
SIZE RANGE. So f i rs t ,  l e t ’s t a l k  about  s i z e s .

ttomivutia
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16 IS A SIZE NOT AN AGE

Perhaps  Sears  Roebuck is as b i g  a m e r c h a n d i s e r  of  
c l o t h e s  as t he r e  are in A m e r i c a  t o d a y .  And t he y  o f f er  
the  f o l l o w i n g  s i z e  char t s  wh i c h  f i t  a ma j o r i t y ,  but  not  
a l l  of  the  p e o p l e .

MISSES’ CHART
For the youthful and well proportioned figure 
of average height (5 feet 2)4 inches to 5 feet 
6)4 inches without shoes); medium frame.

S I Z E ....................... 6 8 1 0 1 2 1 4 1 6 1 8 2 0

B u s t ........................ 30 31 32  VS 34 351/2 37 39 41

W a i s t ................... 22 V i 23 V* 24 V i 25 V i 27 281/2 301/2 32 V i

H ip s ....................... 31 V i 32 V i 34 36 38 40 42 44

B a c k  w a is t  le n g th 15 151/8 ]5Va 15 'A 15 V s 1 5 7/a 16 16V4

D r e s s  le n g th .......... — 4 1 V * 42 42  V* 43 4 3 1/2 44 441/2

C o a t  l e n g t h ......... 41 4 r v i 42 42  V i 43 4 3 1/2 44 44 VS

Su it Sk irt  le n g t h * . . 251/2 25  V i 26 26 26  V i 2 6  V i 27 27

TALL MISSES’ CHART
For the taller than average figure. Youthfully 
proportioned, of slender to medium frame with 
waist lengths 1 inch longer than average, to fit 
heights 5 feet 7 inches to 6 feet (without shoes).

S I Z E ................... 8 T 1 0 T 1 2 T 1 4 T 1 6 T 1 8 T 2 0 T

B u st ....................... 3 1V * 3 2V * 34 3 5 V i 37 38V* 40

W a i s t ................... 23 24 25 V i 27 28 V i 30 31V*

H i p s ..................... 33 34 V i 36 38 40 42 44

B a c k  w a is t  le n g th 16 16 1 / s 163/ s I 6 / 2 1 6 % 16/8 17/8

D r e s s  le n g t h . . . . — 4 4 1/2 45 4 5 /2 46 4 6 /2 47

C o a t  le n g t h ......... — — 45 4 5 /2 4 5V * 46 46

S u it  S k ir t  le n g t h * 2 7 /2 28 28 2 8 /2 2 8 /2 29 —

SHORTER WOMEN’S CHART
For the shorter than average mature figure (5 feet 3)4 in. and 
under without shoes); medium to heavy frame; somewhat 
shorter from shouider to waist than the Women’s figure.

S I Z E ......... 1 2  V i 1 4 '/ j 1 6 / 2 1 8 / 2 2 0 / 2 2 2 / 2 2 4 / 2 2 6 / 2

B u s t ......... 35 37 39 41 43 45 47 49

W a i s t  . . . 27  V* "29 V* 311/* 3 3 /2 36 3 8 /2 41 43 V i

H i p s ......... 36 38 40 42 44 46 48 50

B a c k  w a is t  

l e n g t h . . 

D r e s s  Igth .

1 4 % 14/8 1 5 / s 1 5 % 1 5 /8 15/8 1 6 /a 1 6 / s

4 1 /2 42 4 2 /2 43 4 3 1/2 44 4 4 /2 45

C o a t  Ig th  . — 42 42 4 2 /2 4 2 /2 43 43 —

S u it  S k irt  

le n g t h *
— 26 2 6 2 6 /2 2 6 /2 27 27 —

46



T tofuntUa

WOMEN’S CHART
For mature, well-proportioned figure (5 feet 4 inches 
to 5 feet 6 ^  inches without shoes), medium to heavy 
frame; fuller through bust, waist, and hips than 
Misses’ figure.

S I Z E .............................. 3 6 3 8 40 42 44

B u st.........................

W a i s t ............................

H i p s ..............................

B a c k  w a is t  l e n g t h . . . .

D r e s s  l e n g t h ................

C o a t  le n g t h ...................

39  

31

40  

16

44  V*

41

3 3 %

42

16 Vi 
4 5

43

36

44

1 6 3/s

4 5 '/2

45 V*

45

3 8 /2

46

1 6 %

4 6

46

47  

41

48

1 6 %

4 6 /2

TALL WOMEN’S CHART
For the taller than average, mature figure. 
Medium frame with waist lengths \ \ i  inch 
longer than average, to fit heights 5 feet 
7 inches to 6 feet (without shoes).

S I Z E ....................................... 3 6 T 3 8 T 4 0 T 4 2 T 4 4 T

B u st ........................................ 39 41 43 45 47

W a i s t ..................................... 31 33 35 3 7V * 40

H i p s ....................................... 40 42 44 46 48

B a c k  w a is t  le n g th ................ 17/4 17V* 17/4 18 18/4

D re s s  le n g th ......................... 47 ' 47  V* 48 48 V* 49

NEXT LET'S SEE HOW TO MEASURE:

BUST: Measure around 
fullest part. Keep tape 
straight in back.

W A IS T : M easu re
around waistline (re­
move belt).

LENGTH: M easure  
from “bump” at back of 
neck, to waist, to hem.

HIPS: Measure around 
fullest part. Hold tape 
firm; not tight.

Back Waist Length:
Measure from “bump” 
at back of neck to waist.
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Mind you ,  a l l  of  the  a b o v e  are dress s i z e s .  U n d e r ­
g a r me n t s  h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  s i z e  chart s ,  a l so  s weat ers  and 
c o a t s  are s i z e d  d i f f e r e n t l y .  Sur e l y  a l a r g e  number  of  
our readers  w i l l  be a b l e  to f ind s o m e t h i n g  in the a b o v e  
char t s ,  wi t h ,  say a bi t  of  p a d d i n g  here  and a l o t  there  
to g e t  a prdper f i t ,  but  one  b a s i c  m e a s u r e m e n t  must  f i t .  
For t hos e  of  you who do not  f ind your  s i z e  and propor t i on  
he r e ,  do n ' t  be d i s c o u r a g e d .  The r e  are many other  d e ­
s i gne r s  in A m e r i c a  and you  can  be pre t t y  sure that  s o m e ­
where  t here  e x i s t  the  e x a c t  c l o t h e s  you n e e d .  And you  
d o n ’t h a v e  to go to the g a r me n t  c e n t e r  of  New York Ci ty  
to f ind i t .  A m e r i c a ' s  na me  d e s i g n e r s  are r e p r e s e nt e d  in 
e v e r y  bi g  d e p a r t m e n t  s tore  and m a i l  order house  and mos t  
v i l l a g e  shops  t o o .  Your job is  to f ind i t .

LEARN YOUR FIGURE TYPE

Now t hat  we h a v e  s e e n  s ome  of  the ba s i c  s i z e  charts,  
the  p r o b l e m n e x t  i s  to f ind our "just  what  f i gur e  t ype  I 
am?" In a n a l y z i n g  the f i g u r e ,  be as r e a l i s t i c  as p o s s i b l e .  
For i n s t a n c e ,  in the torso,  r e m e m b e r  t hat  the m e a s u r e ­
me n t s  around bust  and c h e s t  do not  g i v e  a c o m p l e t e  p i c ­
t ur e .  A s i z e  34 may  h a v e  a f u l l  bust  but a narrow back  
or a f l a t  c h e s t  and a wi de  f u l b a c k .  From our po i n t  of  
v i e w ,  we must  d e c i d e  on how f u l l  the bust  should be,  to 
be p r o p o r t i o n a l  to wa i s t  and h i ps .  Whi l e  i t  is  true for 
the pas t  s e v e r a l  years  and thi s  year ,  t here  is a great  e m ­
phas i s  on "bos om",  y e t  thi s  does  not  ma ke  the f u l l  p i c ­
ture and i t  may  c h a n g e  n e x t  s e a s o n .  Are you l o n g  wa i s t -  
ed? The  a v e r a g e  wa i s t  l e n g t h ,  me as ur e d  from the nape  
of  the  neck  to the  na t ur a l  wa i s t  is  from 1 5 - 1 / 2  to 16 = 1/2" 
a n y t h i n g  over  1 6 - 1 / 2 "  woul d  be l o n g  and under 1 5 - 1 / 2 *  
woul d be short  w a i s t e d .

The  d i a p h r a g m may be f l e s h y  or, bony broad or nar­
row.  A p r o m i n e n t  rib c a g e  w i l l  c r e a t e  s o me  p r o b l e ms  
of  f i t .  A t a p e r e d  wa i s t  i s  d e s i r a b l e  in both m a l e  and 
f e m a l e  f i g u r e s .  C h e c k  for u n ne e de d  spots  of  fat  around  
the  d i a p h r a g m and s ho u l de r s .

For an i d e a l i z e d  f i g ur e ,  there  is no g r e a t e r  f i gure  
as s e t  than s m a l l  t r im w a i s t l i n e s .  Wi thout  i t ,  you w i l l  
f ind many  s t y l e s  and s i l h o u e t t e s ,  the p r i n c e s s  l i n e  and 
the ga t h e r e d  skirt ,  for e x a m p l e  - -  e l i m i n a t e d  from your
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s e l e c t i o n s .  C a r e f u l l y  obs e r ve  t h i c k n e s s  and wi dt h  at the  
w a i s t l i n e .  Most  a u t h o r i t i e s  a g r e e  that  for a good f i g u r e ,  
the wai s t  should be about  8 - 10" s m a l l e r  than bust  or 
hi ps .  Some  wo me n  and mos t  me n  are a l m o s t  s t r a i g ht  
from wai s t  to h i ps .  The  wa i s t  shoul d taper  g e n t l y  w i t h ­
out  rol l s  or " s t o m a c h s ” . The  man wi th a b u l g i n g  m i d d l e  
w i l l  need e x p e r t  t a i l o r i n g  to h i de  and p r opor t i on  thi s  
f a u l t .  And what  w i l l  he do in a pair  of  t runks? Thi s  
w i l l  c o m e  under the h e a d i n g  of  "that  whi c h  we can c o n ­
t rol ".  In a n a l y z i n g  the hips ,  l e t ’ s f a c e  i t ,  we ' r e  p r a c t i ­
c a l l y  a l l  t oo  s t r a i g h t .  Paddi ng  must  be resort ed  to in 
order to c r e a t e  a new pr o p o r t i o n .

The  i d e a l  PROPORTION r e v o l v e s  around t h e s e  f i gures :  
BUST: 34 - WAIST: 25 - HIPS: 36,  but  thi s  does  not  me a n  
that  we shoul d pad bust  and/ or  hips  to c r e a t e  the p e r f e c t  
f i g u r e .  A c c e p t  y o u r s e l f  at your pr e s e nt  s i z e  and then  
add wi th m o d e r a t i o n .

Now that  you are aware  that  you are t a l l  or short ,  
fat  or t h i n ,  l o n g  wa i s t e d  or short  wa i s t e d ,  h e a v y  f r ame  
or me d i u m f rame,  l e t ' s  see  what  l i n e s  are mos t  s u i t a b l e  
for e a c h  f i gure  t y pe .

HOW TO DETERMINE A BECOMING LINE:



Al l  d r e ss e s  are bas ed  on r e c t a n g l e s  and in t hes e  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  e a c h  o b l o n g  is the s a me  s i z e ,  but appears  
d i f f e r e n t .  Numbe r  1 is cut  h o r i z o n t a l l y  by a l i g h t  c o l o r ­
ed band.  Thi s  had the e f f e c t  of  w i d e n i n g  the o b l o n g .
In number  2, the break is p e r p e n d i c u l a r  and as a re sul t  
the area  appears  narrower  and l o n g e r .  In number 3 and 
4,  the area  is cut  d i a g o n a l l y  and the resul t s  are more  
p l e a s i n g  than number  1 and 2.  Numbers  5 and 6 show 
ot her  me t h o d s  of  c u t t i n g  the s pa c e  by d i a g o n a l  l i n e s .  
Addi ng  the dark t one  to the out er  p a ne l s  in Number  5 
ma k e s  the obl ong appear  narrower .  Addi ng the e mp h a s i s  
in the c e n t e r ,  as in number  6, ma k e s  the i nner  pa n e l  
appear  narrow,  but  the  l i g h t  areas  at the e d g e s  add width  
to the  r e c t a n g l e  as a w h o l e .  Breaki ng a p a n e l  m o n o t o ­
nous l y  in e v e n  pr opor t i ons  as in number  7 and 8 is very  
d u l l .  Br e a k i ng  t he m u n e v e n l y ,  as in number  9 and 10 is 
more  i n t e r e s t i n g .

Thi s  m a t t e r  of  l i n e  b e c o m e s  a l l  i mp o r t a n t  in the s e ­
l e c t i o n  of  the  r i ght  g a r m e n t .  To di gres s  from dresses  to 
ho s e ,  s ee  what l i n e  does  for l e g s .

T to a é ru tia

FAT LEGS

THIN LEGS

So,  i f  you  h a v e  thin l e g s ,  d o n ' t  wear s e a me d  hos e .
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Let us a n a l y z e  the types  of  f i g u r e s .  N a t u r a l l y  there  
are many v a r i a t i o n s ,  but  for s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  we s h a l l  
group t hem under f i v e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ;  the short ,  the t a l l  
the s tout  and thin,  t hose  wi th l a r g e  hi ps ,  t hos e  wi th  
broad s houl de r s .  If  you are a c o m b i n a t i o n  of  any two  
f i gure  t ypes ,  c o m b i n e  your k n o w l e d g e  of  the two.  Sup­
pose  you ha v e  a l ar ge  bosom and narrow h i ps .  You shoul d  
c o m b i n e  the l i n e  for a s tout  wi th l i n e  for broad s hou l de r s  
and narrow h i ps .

If you are a Juno e s que  t ype ,  t a l l  and i n c l i n e d  to be  
h e a v y ,  c o m b i n e  the mos t  s u i t a b l e  l i n e  for a t a l l  s l i m  
person wi th that  for a s tout  pers on .  It can be d o n e .  First  
l earn the rules ,  then prepare  for e x c e p t i o n s .

THE SHORT WOMAN: S i n c e  the  g e n e r a l  e f f e c t  of  a
short  w o m a n ’s f i gure  is h o r i z o n t a l ,  the l i n e  of  the c o s ­
t ume must  be p e r p e n d i c u l a r  to c o u n t e r a c t  her shortness .  
The l i n e s  must  not  be o b v i o u s .  The y  s houl d be curved,  
broken or d i a g o n a l ,  rather  than s t r a i g ht  up and down.

A short  woman should never  wear  a b l o u s e  or j a c k e t  
of one c o l o r  wi th a skirt  or s l a c k s  of  a not he r  c o l o r .  She  
w i l l  appear  t a l l e r  i f  her e n t i r e  c o s t u m e  is of  one c o l o r .
If tr im of anot her  c o l o r  is d e s i r e d ,  i t  shoul d be in the  
form of  l ong  t u x e d o  c o l l a r s ,  s c a r v e s  or p a n e l s ,  ne v e r  in 
the form of broad be l t s ,  l a r g e  p o c k e t s  or bunchy  bows .
A short  woman must  avo i d  h e a v y  d e t a i l ,  e l a b o r a t e  tr im 
and s trong splashes  of  c o n t r a s t .  The  e f f e c t  s houl d be  
s u b t l e .  Al l  d e t a i l  shoul d be kept  in p r o po r t i o n  to the  
f i g u r e .  Embroi dery  shoul d be d e l i c a t e  in d e t a i l ,  e s p e c ­
i a l l y  i f  gay in c o l o r .

She must  a l so  avo i d  l ar ge  a c c e s s o r i e s ,  such as bi g  
hats ,  big p i c k e t  books  and f l u f f y ,  l o n g  ha i r e d  furs.  She  
should wear me d i u m  s i z e d  hats ,  wi th an u p s w e e p i n g ,  dir- 
a g o n a l  t i l t ,  a m e d i u m - s i z e d  bag and furs that  are not  
b u l k y .

She must  avo i d  f l a r i n g  skirts ,  boxy  j a c k e t s  and c a p e s .  
Th e s e  w i l l  cut  her h e i g h t .  She can wear gored or p l e a t e d  
skirts ,  f i t t e d  j a c k e t s  wi th a s l i g h t  f l ar e  for s o f t ne s s  and 
a f u l l  l e n g t h  pr i nc e s s  l i n e  c o a t .  She must  av o i d  h e a v y  
j e w e l r y .  She shoul d avo i d  round necks  and h i gh  sof t  
c o l l a r s ,  yoke s  and shirred d e t a i l s .  She s houl d use i n ­
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s t e a d ,  V - n e c k s ,  l o n g  narrow c o l l a r s ,  f i rm s hou l de r  l i n e s  
wi t h  e i t h e r  r a g l a n  or s e t - i n  s l e e v e s  and t a i l o r e d  p l e a t e d  
d e t a i l .

THE STOUT WOMAN: The  s tout  woman has  much the
s a me  p r o b l e m as t h e  short  wo ma n .  Her' s  is a l s o  one of  
c o u n t e r a c t i n g  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s ,  for she has too  much width  
and wi s h e s  to l ook  t a l l e r  and s l i m m e r .

She must  n e v e r  draw f abr i c  t i g ht  over  prot rudi ng  
s u r f a c e s .  Thi s  a t t r a c t s  a t t e n t i o n  to them and r e v e a l s  
rather  than c o n c e a l s  t h e m .  She shoul d c a m o u f l a g e  them 
by us i ng  drapery ,  i n s e r t e d  p l e a t s  or l o n g  p a n e l s .  V - n e c k -  
l i n e s ,  s o f t l y  draped b o d i c e s  or s u r p l i c e  l i n e s  are e x c e l l e n t  
for m i n i m i z i n g  a h e a v y  b o s o m .  Long l i n e s  that  cut  the  
wi dt h by the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  s e a m i n g s ,  c o n t r a s t i n g  f a b ­
r i cs  or i n s e r t e d  p a n e l s  are e x c e l l e n t .

She shoul d use m a t e r i a l s  wi th a dul l  s ur f ace  rather  
than very shi ny  o n e s .  She shoul d use sof t  or grayed  
c o l o r s  i n s t e a d  of  l i g h t  or br i ght  o ne s .  She should avo i d  
l a r g e - p a t t e r n e d  pr i nt s  of  d e f i n i t e  de s i g n  and i ns t e a d  
c h o o s e  a pa t t e r n  wi t h  an a l l  over  e f f e c t .  She should  
a v o i d  wi d e  be l t s  of  c o n t r a s t i n g  f abr i c s ,  a b r o k e n . b e l t  
l i n e  or a sof t  g i r d l e  of  the  s ame  m a t e r i a l  as the dress,  
w i l l  t end to m i n i m i z e  her wi d t h .

She can  use drapery to a d v a n t a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  
hangs  in a l i n e .  She shoul d use sof t  rather  than s t i f f  or 
s t a r c h e d  f a b r i c s .

She shoul d  avo i d  f l u f f y ,  l o n g  ha i red furs such as fox 
and use i n s t e a d  the m e d i u m - l o n g  furs such as mi nk,  sabl e ,  
s qui r r e l ,  b e a v e r ,  s e a l ,  pe r s i a n  l amu or c a r a c u l .  She  
s houl d k e e p  a c c e s s o r i e s  in s c a l e ,  n e i t h e r  so l ar ge  that  
t he y  add to her s i z e ,  nor so s m a l l  that  t hey  l ook  r i d i c u l ­
ous .

S i n c e  her  neck  is pr obabl y  short  and s tout ,  she should 
k e e p  her  c o l l a r s  l ow so as not  to cut  what  h e i g h t  she has .  
S i n c e  her  f a c e  is l i k e l y  to be round,  her hats  should cut  
i t  at an o b l i q u e  a n g l e .

THE VERY TALL WOMAN: The  very t a l l  wo ma n or the
thi n  g i r l  has the proDlern of  l e s s e n i n g  thi s  p e r p e n d i c u l a r
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e f f e c t  by use of  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s .  It i s  s i m p l e  e n o u g h  
to work wi th h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e s ,  but  i t  must  be done  wi t h  
d i s c r e t i o n  or the r e s u l t  w i l l  appe ar  to be too  h e a v y  and 
f u s s y .

The  t r e me n d o u s  s u c c e s s  of  d i rndl  ski rt s  and p e a s a n t  
bl ous e s  i s  due to the  f a c t  t hat  t he y  are so b e c o m i n g  to 
the young,  s l i m  f i g u r e .  The  f u l l  g a t h e r e d  skirt  and the  
f u l l  ga t he r e d  b l o u s e ,  wi t h  i t ' s  draw s t r i ng  n e c k l i n e  are  
sof t  and f l a t t e r i n g

Bouf fant  d a n c e  f rocks  cut  the  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  l i n e  t o o .  
So me  of  the  mos t  a t t r a c t i v e  debut  dres ses  are ma d e  up o f  
t i ers  of  e x t r e m e l y  f u l l  s t ar c he d  r u f f l e s .

Round or drop s ho u l de r  y o k e s  add a h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e ,  
as a l s o  do skirt  y o k e s  around the  h i ps .  Pa t c h  p o c k e t s ,  
box j a c k e t s ,  f u l l  c a p e s  and w i d e l y  p l e a t e d  skirts  are  
good.  Ci r c u l a r  or bi as  skirts  or f u l l  p e p l u m s  ove r  s l i m  
skirts  are e x c e l l e n t .

The  t a l l  wo ma n  c an  wear  sui t s  o f  c o n t r a s t i n g  f a b r i c s  
wi th one f abr i c  for the j a c k e t  and a n o t h e r  for the  ski r t .
She l ooks  w e l l  in bul ky  furs or a c c e s s o r i e s .  She c an  wear  
broad b r i mme d  ha t s .  She shoul d  dress  her hai r  s o f t l y  not  
skin t i g ht  to the h e a d .  She c an  wear  v i v i d  or l i g h t  c o l o r s .  
She can wear  hol d pr ints  of  l a r g e  d e s i g n ,  but  she shoul d  
avo i d  the s m a l l  a l l  over  p a t t e r n .  She can wear  s h i ny  or 
s t i f f  f abr i c s ,  but  shoul d a v o i d  c l i n g i n g  c h i f f o n  or t i g h t l y  
kni t  dres se s .

Ito fU W Jtia

UP AS A WOMAN AND PASS? DON'T MAKE ME LAUGH!"
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POET’S CORNER
A SILENT FRIEND

I am so l o n e l y ,  as is true
of  others  such as me  

I h a v e  no f r i e n d s - s a v e  one who s tands-  
and l i s t e n s  p a t i e n t l y .

She does  not  answer  when I s peak
but l ooks  at  me and s m i l e s .

I pour out  a l l  my t hought s  to her,
my p l e a s u r e s  and my t r a i l s .

At t i m e s  i t  s e e m s  that  she ma y speak,
I try so hard to hear  her,

Her l i p s ,  t he y  part  no sound c o m e s  forth 
No answer  from my mi rror .

"Loui se  5 - L - 7 "

FROM THE NEXT DIMENSION

Break e v e r y  l i n k  wi th S p a c e  and T i m e  - 
F e t i s h e s  of  the  weak  - 
The  uns upport ed  s teps  we c l i m b  
Would t e r r i f y  the  m e e k .
U n l i k e  our brothers  Earth has c a u g h t  
We spri ng  f rom a no t he r  r ace  
And r i de  the wind on wi ngs  of  t hought  
Or h i d e  in a l i p s t i c k  c a s e .
We g i r l s  who c a s t  no shadow ri de ,
And pay no a i r p l a n e  fare;
And s m i l e  at m a n k i n d s  ugl y  pr i de  
From our w o r l d - w i t h - o u t - a - c a r e  
R e a l i t y  c a n ' t  t ouc h  us, as in T V - l a n d  we roam 
Where e v e r y  g i r l ' s  an i s l a nd;  i s l and  fortress ,  

i s l a n d  h o m e .

S h e i l a  ( 3 0 - B- 2 FP E)
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LETTERS TO THE 
EDITOR

Dear Vi r g i n i a :

I woul d n e v e r  be a b l e  to say d e f i n i t e l y  what  c a u s e d  
me to b e c o m e  a F e m m e - P e r s o n a t o r .

I can  r e m e m b e r  one  o c c a s i o n  when I was about  12 
years  o l d .  My mo t h e r  had l e f t  a s i l k  n i g ht  gown in the  
l aundry room af t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  s o me  i r o n i n g ,  and I t ook  
i t  to my room and put  i t  on whe n  I was  ready to go to 
bed.  I l o v e d  the f e e l  of  i t  a g a i n s t  my f l e s h  and s l e p t  
in i t  a l l  n i g h t .  It was a d e l i g h t f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  for m e .

I suppose  in s o me  way i t  g a v e  me  i d e a s ,  for when ,  
a few days  l a t e r ,  I had the  hous e  to m y s e l f ,  I d e c i d e d  
to dress up in my m o t h e r ’s c l o t h e s .  The  c l o t h e s  did not  
f i t  t oo  w e l l ,  but  I had a w o n d e r f u l  t i m e  p u t t i n g  on e a c h  
a r t i c l e  as bes t  I knew how,  and f i n i s h i n g  up wi t h  a dress  
and hi gh h e e l s .  What a t h r i l l  that  was .  I had to be very  
c a r e f u l  to put  e v e r y t h i n g  away  j us t  as I had found i t .

I i m a g i n e  the  seed was p l a n t e d  t hen,  for I h a v e  
never  got  over  the  de s i r e  to dress  w h e n e v e r  I had the  
c h a n c e .  Op p o r t u n i t i e s  t hough ,  we r e  f ew and far b e t w e e n  
unt i l  I l e f t  h o m e .

I mi g h t  m e n t i o n  that  I was d e v o t e d  to my mo t h e r ,  
more so than is usual  I woul d  s ay .  I l o v e d  her  devout l y .  
Thi s  is not  to say that  I was a s i s sy  by any me a n s .  I 
p l a y e d  s o c c e r  as a boy (and for many  y e a r s  a f t e r ) .  An y ­
one w i t n e s s i n g  a p r o f e s s i o n a l  s o c c e r  g a m e  w i l l  r e a l i z e  
that  i t  is a rea l  m a n ’s g a m e .  I a l s o  b o x e d  a l i t t l e ,  and
swam and was i n t e r e s t e d  in sports  in g e n e r a l ,  I was  very
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k e e n  about  mu s i c  and at one t i m e  had a s m a l l  danc e  
o r c h e s t r a .  So I can say t here  was n o t h i n g  unusual  about  
my l i f e  and a c t i v i t i e s  in g e n e r a l .  I n c i d e n t a l l y  I was  
a l w a y s  very fond of  the o p p o s i t e  sex and admi red  t hem  
very m u c h .

I had one s i s t er ,  4 years  my j u n i o r .  In l a t e r  years ,
I h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  my mot her  h a v i n g  
b e e n  d i s a p p o i n t e d  in not  h a v i n g  a gi r l  for her f i rst  born.  
Coul d t hat  c i r c u m s t a n c e  h a v e  had s ome  be a r i ng  on my  
d e s i r e  to dress?

When I was l i v i n g  a l o n e  I dressed q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  
and a l wa y s  d e r i v e d  the mos t  d e l i g h t f u l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  from 
e a c h  e x p e r i e n c e .  The r e  were  pe r i ods  when the oppor t ­
u n i t i e s  for dr e s s i n g  were  d e n i e d  me and I mi s s e d  i t  very  
mu c h .  Ho we v e r ;  I h a v e  dres sed for many  years  now and 
ne v e r  f a i l  to ge t  the s ame  t h r i l l  from i t  as I did when I 
f i rs t  b e c a m e  a Fe r nme Pe rs on at or

I am mo s t  f o r t u n a t e  in b e i n g  mar r i e d  to a l o v i n g  
and u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i f e .  When we were  f irst  marr i ed ,  I 
brought  up the s u b j e c t  and she t hought  i t  woul d be fun 
for me to dress  up and she was very p l e a s e d ,  the f i rst  
t i m e .  When she saw that  i t  was g o i n g  to be a regul ar  
part  of  our l i f e  t o g e t h e r ,  she demurred a l i t t l e  and said 
she hope d  that  i t  was not  g o i n g  to b e c o m e  an "Obsess ion"  
wi t h  m e .  Ho we v e r ;  we had a he a r t  to heart  ta l k and the 
upshot  of  i t  was that  I c o u l d  dress  so l o n g  as I did not  
do i t  to o f t e n .  She b e c a m e  so used to the i d e a  that  now 
she t akes  i t  for gr ant e d  that  I w i l l  dress  w h e n e v e r  the 
o p p o r t u n i t y  pr e s e nt s  i t s e l f .  That  me a ns  j us t  about  e v e r y  
w e e k e n d .  On the  very rare o c c a s i o n s  when I h a v e  not  
dressed she has  asked me  why I h a v e n ’t. So I ha v e  a very  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  s e t - u p .  My w i f e  h e l ps  me  wi th my hai r  and 
ma k e s  var i ous  s u g g e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  m a k e - u p  and such 
t h i n g s .  She t e l l s  me  about  a n y t h i n g  I mi g h t  do to i m ­
pr ove  my a p p e a r a n c e ,  i t  g i v e s  me a t e r i f i c  f e e l i n g  of  
c o n t e n t m e n t  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  a f t e r  I am dressed to si t  
and d i s c us s  f a s h i o n s  and var i ous  other  th i ngs  in whi ch  we  
are m u t u a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d ,  and then h a v e  d i nner  t o g e t h e r ,  
Af t er  that  we wa t c h  T . V .  for a w h i l e  and then turn i t  of f  
and put  s ome  records  on our s t e r e o  and d a n c e  for a l i t t l e
w h i l e .  The  w h o l e  t h i n g  is so nat ura l  and has b e c o m e  a 
r e gu l ar  part  of  ourr l i v e s .  I am e x t r e m e l y  happy on these
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o c c a s i o n s  and l o o k  forward to t hem wi th a n t i c i p a t i o n .
At the s ame  t i m e  i t  is not  the wh o l e  t h i ng  in my l i f e .
I earn a l i v i n g  and carry on a regul ar  and w e l l  ordered  
l i f e .  But I can say that  a l l  thi s  has brought  about  a mos t  
a f f e c t i o n a t e  and s y m p a t h e t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  my  
wi f e  and m y s e l f .  I v a l u e  and a p p r e c i a t e  thi s  s t a t e  of  
af f a i rs  mos t  h i g h l y .  My F e m m e P e r s o n a t i o n  e x p r e s s e s  my  
l o v e  for the a e s t h e t i c  and a r t i s t i c  t h i ngs  in l i f e .

I have  never  had the good for t une  to go out  in p u b l i c  
w h i l e  dressed in f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e .  I woul d  l o v e  to f e e l  
the t e r r i f i c  t hr i l l  that  such a v e nt ur e  woul d  u n d o u b t e d l y  
g i v e  me .  It must  be wo n d e r f u l  to be dres sed and e n t e r  
a store and pur c has e  s ome  a r t i c l e  of  a t t i r e .  I f e e l  s l i g h t -  
sly e n v i o u s  of  the g i r l s  who ha v e  b e e n  c l e v e r  e n o u g h  to 
do thi s  sort of  t h i n g .  Up to this  t i m e  I h a v e  had to c o n ­
f i ne  m y s e l f  to o c c a s i o n a l  trips to a d r i v e - i n  m o v i e ,  wi th  
my wi f e  dr i v i ng  the car .  Even t h e s e  trips g i v e  me  a 
great  t h r i l l .  Then  we ha v e  a t t e n d e d  a f a nc y  dress  party  
at the house  of  one of  our r e l a t i v e s .  Thi s  was mos t  e n ­
j o y a b l e ,  of  c o u r s e .  My wi f e  has g i v e n  t hem the i m p r e s s ­
i on  that  thi s  was a s p e c i a l  o c c a s i o n ,  j us t  for the party;  
The y  are unaware  that  thi s  dr e s s i ng  is a r e gu l ar  and i m ­
portant  part  of my l i f e .  I woul d l i k e  my wi f e  to l e t  the  
f o l ks  in on the s e c r e t ,  but  she pref ers  not  to and I h a v e  
not  pressed the po i n t ,  or i n s i s t e d  on i t .  She has to l d  me  
most  e m p h a t i c a l l y  t hat  she woul d rather  not  d i v u l g e  the  
s e c r e t .  And so I am l e t t i n g  ma t t e r s  s tay as t hey  are .
Af ter  a l l  I thi nk that  my pr e s e nt  s i t u a t i o n  is mo s t  f o r ­
t unat e  for me and I do not  wish to t ake  any c h a n c e  of  
i n t r o d u c i n g  any d i s h a r mo n y  i n t o  a mos t  d e l i g h t f u l  s e t ­
up.

I have  fai r  hai r  and i t  does  not  grow very t h i c k l y  on 
the u ne x po s e d  parts of  my body .  I used to be pr e t t y  n e r ­
vous about  s h a v i n g  any part  of  my body ,  e x c e p t  my f a c e .  
But I took the p l u n g e  a l o n g  t i m e  ago  and s have d  under  
my arms,  and then a l l  over  my arms and l e g s ,  and I k e e p  
them s h a v e d .  When I h a v e  had to s trip for my d o c t o r ,  on 
o c c a s i o n ,  I h a v e  a n t i c i p a t e d  that  he m i g h t  ma k e  s o me  
c o m m e n t ,  but he has n e v e r  done  so,  I h a v e  an answer  
for h i m i f  he should e v e r  ma k e  a c o m m e n t .  I woul d  
s i mp l y  t e l l  h i m t hat  I d i s l i k e  hai r  on my body and f e e l  a 
l o t  c l e a n e r  w i t h o u t  i t .  Thi s  ha ppe ns  to be the  truth,  
though that  was not  the o r i g i n a l  reason tor the s h a v i n g .
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I c an  r e c a l l  years  ago  when I thought  I was the  onl y  
person e v e r  h a v i n g  the d e s i r e  to cross  dress .  How n a i v e  
I was at that  t i m e !  I h a v e  read a good deal  about  the  
s u b j e c t  s i n c e  t h e n .  I ne v e r  had any f e e l i n g  of  g u i l t  
about  cross  dres s i ng  and h a v e  a l wa y s  de r i ve d  the g r e a t e s t  
e n j o y m e n t  from i t ,  so I ne v e r  f e l t  any n e c e s s i t y  for c o n ­
s u l t i n g  a p s y c h i a t r i s t .

It was a very s p e c i a l  e v e n t  for me when I f i rst  r e ­
c e i v e d  a c o py  of  TRANSVESTIA.  I l ook forward most  
k e e n l y  to r e c e i v i n g  e a c h  i s s ue  of  the m a g a z i n e .  I woul d  
h a t e  to ha v e  to g e t  a l o n g  wi t h o u t  i t .  I c o n s i d e r  i t  a 
g r e a t  a c h i e v e m e n t  on the part  of  V i r g i n i a  to h a v e  pr o ­
duc e d  such a f i n e  m a g a z i n e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  
the o b s t a c l e s  she had to o v e r c o m e ,  r e gar d i ng  Post  O f f i c e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  e t c .  I f e e l  she is a rea l  g e n i u s .  I h a v e  a 
f a i r  i d e a  as to the t r e me ndo us  amo unt  of  hard work i t  
must  t ake  to g e t  out  a m a g a z i n e  l i k e  thi s ,  and s i n g l e  
hande d  at that !

Best  regards ,
P h y l l i s  ( 5 - W - 2 )

T '’immttia,

My ttear Edi tor:

For the f i rs t  t i m e  in my l i f e ,  I h a v e  the c e r t a i n t y  
that  I am not  a l o n e ,  thanks  to your m a g a z i n e .  A w o n ­
d e r f u l  old g i r l  here  in Mo nt r e a l ,  a TV,  has l e n t  me one  
of  your  m a g a z i n e s  dat ed May 1960 - Erica has e n c o u r a g ­
ed me  to wr i t e  to you,  she has a l wa y s  t hought  of  me  as 
a boy and I do f e e l  that  I am a m e mb e r  of  our great  i n ­
t e r n a t i o n a l  f r a t e r n i t y !  Now you may use my l e t t e r  in 
your  m a g a z i n e  and my na me  i f  you wi sh.  I have  no t h i ng  
to be a s h a me d  of  and thi s  l e t t e r  may he l p  other  persons  
in my c o n d i t i o n  towards  a b e t t e r  unde r s t and i ng  of  t h e m ­
s e l v e s ,  and a h a p p i e r  l i f e ,  w i t h o u t  s hame  or g u i l t .

I am a wo ma n ,  38 years  old and my daught e r  is 12 
ye ar s  o l d .  I was onl y  marr i ed  for a per i od of  13 mont hs  
when my husband got  k i l l e d ,  but  had he l i v e d ,  our ma r ­
r i a g e  woul d  not  h a v e  turned out  w e l l  anyway  b e c a u s e  he  
ne v e r  unders t ood  my m a s c u l i n e  t endenc i e s . .  Howe ve r ,  I 
want e d  very much a daught e r  and a l t ho ug h  she is onl y  12,
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she unders tands  me p e r f e c t l y  w e l l ,  she says "I'm so happy  
I have  two pers one  in you,  a mo t h e r  and a f a t her  a l s o ”- 
there  is no pr ob l e m b e t w e e n  us and we are the bes t  of  
f r i ends .  I ha v e  be e n  e m p l o y e d  in a m e d i c a l  f i e l d  for 
years  and am h i g h l y  e f f i c i e n t  and r e s p e c t e d  in my work 
as a woman so I do not  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  a queer ,  a d e ­
g e n e r a t e  and a l l  the other  vul gar  t erms  used in d e s c r i b ­
i ng  p e o p l e  of  my nat ure .  Af ter  my day at the o f f i c e ,  I 
am happy to c o m e  h o me  to my old dun g a r e e s ,  mo c a s s i n s  
and a n i c e  c i g a r .  For a hobby ,  I l o v e  wood c a r v i n g  and 
o i l  p a i n t i n g ,  but to r e a l l y  s a t i s f y  the m a s c u l i n e  s i de  of  
my nature,  I h a v e  bought  a l ar ge  p i e c e  of  l and 190 f e e t  
f r ont age  by 570 f e e t  de e p  and I am about  h a l f  way t hrou­
gh c h o p p i n g  down t rees  and c l e a r i n g  s p a c e s  for s umme r  
camps  that  I w i l l  bui l d  m y s e l f .  When I go t here ,  wi th  
my l u m b e r j a c k ' s  boat s  and a few good axes ,  I ' m in h e a ­
ven!  I r e a l l y  f e e l  l i k e  m y s e l f  and i t  e x e r c i s e s  t hose  ex 
tra mu s c l e s  not  us ua l l y  found in the s o - c a l l e d  normal  
f e m a l e  - now I c e r t a i n l y  d o n ’ t f e e l  there  is a n y t h i n g  
wrong wi th thi s  b e h a v i o u r  and I do not  run to the p s y c h ­
i a t r i s t s  for t r e a t m e n t  b e c a u s e  I d o n ’ t f e e l  t here  is a n y ­
t hi ng  to be t r e a t e d .  I ha v e  s i mp l y  l e a r n e d  to a c c e p t  
m y s e l f  the way I am and a l t h o u g h  I am l o n e l y ,  I ha v e  
the s a t i s f a c t i o n  of  b e i ng  h o n e s t  wi th m y s e l f ,  and wi th  
my f e l l o w  men.  We are d e f i n i t e l y  mi s u n d e r s t o o d  but  
l e t  us not  f a l l  i n t o  s e l f  p i t y ,  thi s  is a b s o l u t e l y  u s e l e s s .
We must  f a c e  the s i t u a t i o n  and a l so  f ind the part ner  that  
is e q u a l l y  h o n e s t .

My c a s e  is c e r t a i n l y  qui t e  c l e a r  to me ,  I am a m a s ­
c u l i n e  type of  wo ma n .  I c a n n o t  s tand f r i l l y  and f anc y  
things  on m y s e l f  but I l o v e  those  thi ngs  on a man .  I 
am a very s i n c e r e  t ype  of  person and woul d be an i d e a l  
ma t e  for a ma l e  TV.  If  i t  l e a s t  once  in a w h i l e  a man  
woul d ge t  d o l l e d  up for me wi th a l l  the f a nc y  under-  
t hi ngs ,  pe r f ume ,  n e g l i g e e ,  e t c ,  I'd be in s e v e n t h  h e a ­
ven h o n e s t l y !  So me  day I w i l l  f ind that  person,  I f e e l  
c o n f i d e n t  that  s o me w h e r e ,  perhaps  in my own c i t y ,  that  
do l l  of  my dreams  e x i s t s .  In my hear t ,  I know that  I 
would be the aggres sor ,  I woul d be p o s s e s s i v e  towards  
that  ,vw o m a n “ ma y be  d o m i n e e r i n g ,  ma y b e  I woul d e x p e c t  
my partner  to dust k n i c k - k n a c k s  on a s h e l f  and l i t t l e  d e ­
l i c a t e  jobs l i k e  that  but so what?  There  is no such a 
c r e a t ur e  as a 100% man or woman - I f e e l  that  i f  two  
persons  can adjus t  to h a p p i n e s s  t o g e t h e r ,  can work to-
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wards the  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  t he i r  a m b i t i o n ,  are t h o u g h t f u l  
and c o n s i d e r a t e  towards  e a c h  other ,  a r e n ’t t he s e  t h i ng s  
mo r e  i m p o r t a n t  than the u s e l e s s  s t r u g g l e  of  t ry i ng  to a n ­
a l y s e  w h i c h  is  mor e  m a l e  than f e m a l e ?  If  a person,  
t hrough m e d i c a l  r e s e a r c h  found a cure  for c a n c e r ,  w o u l d n ' t  
we grab t ha t  cure  wi th e a g e r  hands  and f or ge t  about  that  
p e r s o n ' s  s e x ?  Th e r e  is a great  task to be done  towards  
our brot hers  and s i s t er s ,  gr e a t  t h i ngs  to be a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  
t he r e  i s  mor e  k n o w l e d g e  to be s e a r c h e d ,  more  e d u c a t i o n  
to be a c q u i r e d .  Let us g e t  down to bus i ne s s  and f i rs t  of  
a l l  unde r s t and  o u r s e l v e s  in order to be a b l e  to he l p  others  
b e c o m e  b e t t e r  h uma n b e i n g s !

Best  of  l u c k  wi t h  your wo n d e r f u l  m a g a z i n e .

S i n c e r e l y ,  Gi s e l e
EDITOR'S NOTE; Thi s  is our f i rst  l e t t e r  from a f e m a l e  
TV.  We are e s p e c i a l l y  g l ad to w e l c o m e  G i s e l e - T o b i  to 
our w o r l d .  T h e r e  are many  more  l i k e  her - a n y o n e  have  
any i d e a s  as to how to f ind t h e m?

Dear  V i r g i n i a :

How do e s  one  s tart  a h i s t ory  l i k e  thi s?  I ’ve read 
d o z e n s  o f  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s  on TVs,  but I f ind i t  very d i f f i ­
c u l t  to s tart  t hi s  o n e .

I ' v e  b e e n  a, more  or l e s s ,  p r a c t i c i n g  t r a n s v e s t i t e  
s i n c e  I was  12 y e a r s  o l d .  I ' m now 34 and very h a p p i l y  
ma r r i e d  for the  l a s t  10 years ,  to an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i f e .

No doubt  a p s y c h i a t r i s t  woul d  ha v e  no t roubl e  p i n ­
n i ng  down the  r e as ons  for my p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e .  I am the  
p r o d u c t  o f  a br oke n  h o m e .  I ne v e r  knew my f a t her  and 
was r a i s e d  p a r i a t l l y  by my g r andpar e nt s  and p a r t i a l l y  in 
v a r i o u s  f o s t e r  h o m e s  in the  Al b e r t a  Ci t y  of .  . . . I 'm 
not  t r y i n g  to e l i c i t  s y mp a t h y  for my upbr i ng i ng ,  b e c a u s e  
as I l o o k  b a c k  on i t  I was n e v e r  m i s t r e a t e d  nor did I e v e r  
f e e l  at  l e a s t  c o n s c i o u s l y  that  I had b e e n  "cas t  o f f  by a 
c r u e l  wo r l d " .

I was  a l w a y s  s m a l l  and thi n for my age  and must  ad­
m i t  not  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  m a s c u l i n e  t ype  c h i l e  I don' t  b e ­
l i e v e  I was e f f e m i n a t e ,  but  I pr e f e r r ed  the c o m p a n i o n -
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ship of  one good f r i end rather  than a ga ng .  I n e v e r  went  
in for sports  at  a l l ,  but  I w a s n ’t p a r t i c u l a r l y  shunned by 
the other  ki ds .  More or l e s s  no r ma l ,  I 'd say,  e x c e p t  I 
l i k e d  w e a r i n g  w o m e n ’s c l o t h e s !  I c a n ' t  r e m e m b e r  pre-  
c i o u s e l y  when i t  s t ar t ed ,  nor any p a r t i c u l a r  "thing" that  
h a p p e n e d .  I do r e c a l l  that  at var i ous  h o m e s  I l i v e d  in 
I a l wa y s  ma n a g e d  to spend s o me  t i m e  t r y i ng  on the  l a dy  
of  the h o u s e ' s  dr e s s e s .  It is funny that  a l t h o u g h  I c a n ' t  
r e me mb e r  a l o t  of  the p e o p l e ’s n a me s ,  I can  r e m e m b e r  
the dres s e s .

Owi ng to my b e i n g  a ward of  the  Ci t y ,  I d i d n ' t  h a v e  
the usual  t e e n a g e  l i f e ,  but  was out  worki ng  on my own  
short l y  af t er  my 14th b i r t h d a y .  For a pers on wi t h my  
t as t e  and p r e f e r e n c e s  in c l o t h i n g ,  I h a v e  l i v e d  a very  
m a s c u l i n e  l i f e .  My f i rs t  job was as a g u i de  in a N a t i o n a l  
Park in the  Ro c k i e s .  I t ook p a r t i e s  on h o r s e b a c k  r ides  
( I c h u c k l e d  to m y s e l f  when I read in TVi a  #19,  S u s a n n a ’s 
c o m m e n t s  about  c o wb o y s ,  I a l m o s t  f i t t e d  i t ! )  From the  
Park I went  to Va n c o u v e r ,  B. C. and j o i n e d  t he  Ca n a d i a n  
Me r c hant  Mar i ne s .  Thi s  was in l a t e  1944 .  I s pent  mos t  
of  the next  f ew years  t r a v e l l i n g  around the worl d on v a ­
rious  f r e i g h t e r s .

In 1948,  I d e c i d e d  I 'd had e n o u g h  of  the  sea  and t ook  
a job as a s h o r t - o r d e r  c o o k  in a V a n c o u v e r  d r i v e - i n .

By thi s  t i m e ,  I'd had p l e n t y  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  bu y i n g  
c l o t h e s  and knew a l l  o f  my own s i z e s .  I ' v e  n o t i c e d  t hat  
many TVi a  readers  e x pr e s s  e m b a r r a s m e n t  when b u y i n g  
f e m i n i n e  ( i s n ’t that  a b e a u t i f u l  word?) t h i ngs  for t h e m ­
s e l v e s .  I ’m not  a pushy person at a l l ,  but  I d e c i d e d  
right  from the s tart  that  I was b u y i n g  and t he y  were  s e l l ­
i ng  and i t  was none  of  t he i r  darn bus i ne s s  what  I bought  
as l o ng  as I pai d for i t .

It works!  I go in and ask for and s e l e c t  a pai r  of  
s i z e  10 spi kes  and no ones  ma de  any c o m m e n t  y e t ,  o f  
course  what  t h e y ' r e  t h i n k i n g  is  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  a g a i n ,  but  
t h e y ' r e  e n t i t l e d  to t he i r  o p i n i o n s .

I me t  my w i f e  w h i l e  worki ng  at the d r i v e - i n  and my  
l i f e  s tarted to reach  a c o m p l e t e n e s s .  My w i f e  was ra i sed  
on a farm and had onl y  the  v a g u e s t  i d e a s  o f  h o m o s e x u a l ­
i sm and had never  hears  of  t r a n s v e s t i s m,  so she did not
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h a v e  a l o t  o f  p r e j u d i c e s  and m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  to o v e r c o m e .

We we n t  t o g e t h e r  for about  3 mont hs  be f or e  we were  
ma r r i e d  and I kept  my p r o mi s e  to m y s e l f  to t e l l  her  about  
m y s e l f  b e f o r e  we were  ma r r i e d .

She d i d n ' t  q u i t e  unders t and or, I t hi nk,  r e a l i z e  
what  a c o m p l e t e  ho l d  TVi s m had on me ,  but  she a c c e p t e d  
i t  and a l l o w e d  me to dress  w h e n e v e r  I l i k e d .

Only one  t h i n g ,  no s h a v i n g  l e g s !

I had b e e n  in p u b l i c  dressed a number  of  t i me s  and 
had had no t r o u b l e ,  but  my w i f e ,  June,  d i d n ' t  l i k e  the  
i d e a  very mu c h  so I s t opped  t ha t .

Sho r t l y  a f t e r  our f i rs t  c h i l d ,  a g i r l ,  was born we  
m o v e d  i n t o  a d u p l e x  and then b e g a n  anot he r  very i m ­
po r t a nt  p ha s e  of  our l i v e s .  The  o t her  h a l f  of  our dupl ex  
was o c c u p i e d  by a h o m o s e x u a l .  A very m a s c u l i n e  type  
who was in the C a n a d i a n  Air Fo r c e .  He b e c a m e  and s t i l l  
i s  our very  bes t  f r i e n d .  Through Vern,  we b e c a m e  i n ­
t r o d u c e d  to Gay S o c i e t y  in town,  and the ne x t  two or 
t hree  y e a r s  were  very  i n t e r e s t i n g  ones  for us.  My wi f e  
i s  an e x t r e m e l y  o u t g o i n g  and v i v a c i o u s  person and was  
a c c e p t e d  c o m p l e t e l y  by the c r owd.  As for m y s e l f ,  I 
t end to be very q u i e t  and do n ' t  make  f r i ends  too e a s i l y ,  
but  i t  was  the  p e r f e c t  o u t l e t  for me .  Oh! the pa r t i e s .

The  p a r t i c u l a r  group that  we were  f r i e n d l y  wi th  
we r e  not  the  o b v i o u s  ones  and I found out  that  t hey  had 
no use for mo s t  of  what  t he y  c a l l e d  the "Drag Q u e e n s ” 
and t h a t ' s  what  I c o n s i d e r e d  m y s e l f  to be!  Our f r i ends  
e x p l a i n e d  and I soon found out  that  the  " Q u e e n s ” for the  
mo s t  part ,  were  va i n  and s h a l l o w  c r e a t u r e s  and d i dn ' t  
do muc h  but  g i v e  h o m o s e x u a l s  a bad n a m e .  As soon as 
i t  was  known t hat  I was  " s t r a i g h t ” and supported my wi f e  
and c h i l d ,  why I was a c c e p t e d  t oo .

About  two y e a r s  ago we mo v e d  up to thi s  s m a l l  re ­
sort  town on V a n c o u v e r  I s l and where  we are now.

Our l i t t l e  g i r l  i s  now 7 and our son is 5.

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  the  c l o t h e s  p r o b l e m,  f i n a n c i a l l y  at
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l e a s t ,  is par t l y  s o l v e d  by the  f a c t  t hat  my w i f e  and m y ­
s e l f  both wear  the s a me  s i z e  dress .  She is 5' 6" in h e e l s  
and I ' m 5'10" in h e e l s ,  but  her dresses  f i t  me  q u i t e  w e l l .  
Of cour s e ,  we argue  about  s t y l e .  June pr e f ers  s t ra i ght ,  
s l i m skirts  w h i l e  I 'm mad about  p l e a t s  and f u l l ,  f u l l  
ski r t s .  The  odd t i m e  she buys  me a dress ,  i t  a l w a y s  
s e e ms  to l o o k  n i c e r  on her!  I must  c o n f e s s  t hat  for her  
bi r t hday ,  I bought  her a red wo o l  dress  wi th a f u l l  p l e a t ­
ed skirt  and for s ome  reas on,  she s e e m e d  to t h i nk  I was  
b e i n g  a bi t  unf a i r .  We do h a v e  fun t h o u g h .

I had b e e n  s e e i n g  the ad for T V i a  in a C a n a d i a n  
w e e k l y  for about  a y e a r  u nt i l  I got  up the  c o u r a g e  to 
send for a s u b s c r i p t i o n .  Why of  why did I w a i t  so l o n g ?

TVi a  has s u c c e e d e d  in b r i n g i n g  June and I e v e n  
c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  in that  i t  has  e n a b l e d  June to s e e  t h i ngs  
that  I in my i n a r t i c u l a t e  way,  t r i ed ,  but  did not  s u c c e e d  
in e x p l a i n i n g  to her .

What I r e a l l y  want  to do is in s o me  way,  from way  
up here  in Canada ,  j o i n  in the a c t i v i t i e s  that  I f i nd so 
m a g i c a l l y  r e v e a l e d  to me ,  by at l e a s t  w r i t i n g  to you .

I know I shoul d  r e - r e a d ,  e d i t ,  and o t h e r w i s e  c l e a n  
up this  l e t t e r ,  but  I ' m s e n d i n g  i t  as is b e f o r e  I l o s e  my  
nerve  and cr awl  back i n t o  the  h o l e  of  s e l f - p i t y  and i n ­
c o m p l e t e n e s s  whi c h  you h a v e  h e l p e d  to p u l l  me  out  of .

Yours,
Pa u l a  ( 5 4 - M - 2 )

«Sg>»<2P» c^g)n<2^

Women a r e n ’ t e mb a r a s s e d  when t hey  
buy me n ' s  p a j a ma s ,  but a guy p u r c h a s ­
i ng a n i g h t g o w n  ac t s  as t hough he was  
ma k i n g  a d e a l  wi th a dope  p e d d l e r .
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MY LIFE SO FAR ( c o n t i n u e d )
In the c o n v e r s a t i o n  e n s u i n g ,  a l l  my barr i ers  we r e  

down,  and Bet ty e x a c t e d  from me a p r o mi s e  to dress  up 
on the f o l l o w i n g  day .  I awo ke  ne x t  mo r n i ng  very e x c i t e d ,  
but s t i l l  f r i g h t e n e d .  Ho we v e r ,  Bet ty he l d  me to my pr o ­
mi s e ,  and as she got  dres sed,  she l a i d  out  the  c l o t h e s  I 
was to wear ,  f rom l i n g e r i e  to dress  and h i gh  h e e l s .  I put  
on the c l o t h e s ,  then she a p p l i e d  e y e  ma k e u p  and l i p s t i c k  
and c o m b e d  my hai r  i n t o  a g i r l i s h  s t y l e .  Al t h o u g h  I was  
s t i l l  i l l  at  e a s e  t h e  f e e l i n g  was m a r v e l l o u s ,  and I soon  
c e a s e d  to f e e l  s e l f c o n s c i o u s  as Bet ty reassured m e .  She  
asked me i f  I s udde nl y  f e l t  h o m o s e x u a l  now that  I w a s  
in f e m a l e  c l o t h i n g .  Of cour s e  I did not  f e e l  a n y t h i n g  o f  
thi s  na t ur e .  Not  l o n g  a f t e r  br e a k f a s t  we a g a i n  ma d e  l o v e .  
Both f u l l y  c l o t h e d  and both e n j o y i n g  the a c t ,  w h i c h  e n d ­
ed f or e ve r  any fears  that  I may  ha v e  h o m o s e x u a l  l e a n i n g s .

When I m e n t i o n e d  that  I shoul d t ake  o f f  the f e m i n i n e  
c l o t h i n g  now that  the po i nt  had be e n  pr ove d ,  Bet ty woul d  
not  hear  of  i t .  I n s i s t i n g  that  I stay in skirt s  for the  rest  
of  the day.  I was d e l i g h t e d  at thi s ,  and h a p p i l y  a g r e e d .  
For a l o n g  t i m e  we e x p e r i m e n t e d  wi th dr e s s i ng  me in v a ­
rious of  her c o s t u m e s  and in t ry i ng  to s t y l e  me  hai r  in 
d i f f e r e n t  ways .  We agr e e d  i t  was a p i t y  that  we  c o u l d  
not  set  i t  in r o l l er s ,  for the cur l  woul d  s tay in and make  
i t ,  to say,  the l e a s t ,  e mb a r r a s s i n g  when i t  had to pass  as 
a m a l e  s t y l e .

Fo r t u n a t e l y  near l y  a l l  of  her c l o t h e s  f i t t e d  me  r e a s o n ­
abl y  w e l l ,  e v e n  the shoes ,  for I am rather  s mal l ,  and 
t ake  onl y  s i z e  7 in f o o t w e a r .  When the  day was over ,  I 
hoped that  there  woul d be more  l i k e  i t ,  but  I did not  
wish to s u g g e s t  i t  and hoped  that  the  i d e a  woul d  c o m e  
from Bet ty .  To my d e l i g h t ,  she did s u g g e s t  that  I dress  
up many t i m e s  a f t erward ,  and I was onl y  too  happy  to do 
so.  Ho we ve r ,  the f ear  of  d i s c o v e r y  by o ut s i de r s  t ook  away  
a l ot  of  the p l e a s u r e .  Bet ty had p r o mi s e d  ne v e r  to t e l l  
anyone  of  my dres s i ng  up,  but the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  s o m e o n e  
a c c i d e n t l y  s e e i n g  me in w o m e n ' s  c l o t h e s  worr i ed  me  more  
than a l i t t l e .  Fri ends  f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l e d  u n e x p e c t e d l y ,  
and the n e c e s s i t y  to hur r i e d l y  c h a n g e  to m a l e  c l o t h i n g  
b e f o r e  a d m i t t i n g  t he m ma de  t h i ngs  rather  awkward.  One 
o c c a s i o n  when s o me o n e  l e f t  the s t r e e t - d o o r  o f  the  build"' 
i ng  un l o c k e d  our v i s i t or s  were  at  the door o f  our f l a t  
w i t h o u t  us ha v i ng  any warni ng ,  and we had to th i nk of
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an e x c u s e  to ke e p  t hem w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e  for about  f i v e  
m i n u t e s  so that  I c o u l d  c h a n g e .

Af t er  th i s ,  I was  r e l u c t a n t  to use make up  b e c a u s e  
of  the  t i m e  n e e d e d  to r e m o v e  i t .  Perhaps  thi s  f ear of  
d i s c o v e r y  l e d  to a c e r t a i n  a mo u n t  of  t e n s i o n  a l o n g  wi th  
my a n x i e t y  over  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  and what  I should do 
a f t e r  c o l l e g e .  A l o n g  wi t h  thi s ,  for mont hs  be f o r e  Bet ty  
h e l p e d  me  to e x p e r i m e n t  wi th f e m a l e  c l o t h i n g  I was  
u n d e r g o i n g  a l o t  o f  s tress  wi t h my i nne r  t o r me n t .  In any 
c a s e ,  for s o me  t i m e  now I was h a v i n g  a l o t  of  d i g e s t i v e  
t r o u b l e  w h i c h ,  when I f i n a l l y  saw a doc t or ,  was a t t r i b u t ­
ed to ne r vous  t e n s i o n  and a l s o  to an i n f l a m e d  a p p e n d i x .
I was g i v e n  an e x a m i n a t i o n  in the h o s p i t a l  ( c o u r t e s y  of  
the  f ree  N a t i o n a l  He a l t h  S e r v i c e ) ,  and the  s p e c i a l i s t  
a g r e e d  t hat  I s houl d h a v e  the ap p e n d i x  r e mo v e d  as soon  
as p o s s i b l e  a f t e r  the  end of  the c o l l e g e  t e r m.

Thi s  l e f t  me  in a gr e a t e r  d i l e m n a  than e v e r ,  for at  
the  end o f  t erm my London Country C o u n c i l  e d u c a t i o n  
grant  woul d  c e a s e ,  and I woul d  no l o n g e r  h a v e  any s p e n d ­
i n g  m o n e y .  The  o p e r a t i o n  and h o s p i t a l  c a r e  was f ree ,  
but  I found that  ap p e n d i x  c a s e s  were  kept  in the h o s p i t a l  
for on l y  a w e e k  a f t e r  the  o p e r a t i o n  unl e s s  t here  were  
c o m p l i c a t i o n s .  I woul d  s t i l l  need about  three  or four  
w e e k s  rest  a f t e r  thi s  be f or e  I c o u l d  s e e k  e m p l o y m e n t ,  and 
I woul d  h a v e  no whe r e  to s tay unl e s s  my parent s  woul d  
h a v e  me bac k ,  and thi s  was the l as t  t h i ng  I wa n t e d .  Bet ty  
had t a k e n  her f l a t  onl y  for the  c o l l e g e  t erm,  and her t e ­
na nc y  e x p i r e d  the  we e k  a f t e r  the  end of  the t e r m.

Ho w e v e r ,  Bet ty a g a i n  c a m e  to the re s cue  wi th the  
i n v i t a t i o n  to spend the  s umme r  wi th her f a m i l y .  I f e l t  
I woul d  be "spongi ng ' ’' and was mos t  r e l u c t a n t  to a c c e p t ,  
but  the  a l t e r n a t i v e  of  g o i n g  back to my parent s  was  
w o r s e .

Here ,  b e c a u s e  i t  has c o n s i d e r a b l e  b e a r i n g  on l a t e r  
e v e n t s ,  I had b e t t e r  m e n t i o n  s o m e t h i n g  about  her f a m i l y .  
A c t u a l l y  she was an orphan whi c h  m i g h t  a c c o u n t  for her  
p r o m i s c u i t y  and l i v i n g  for k i c k s .  Her f a t her  had been  
a prosperous  f ar me r  in No r t h a n p t o n s h i r e ,  and had been  
k i l l e d  in a car a c c i d e n t  about  four years  be f o r e  thi s .  
Be t t y ' s  mo t h e r  had di ed  in c h i l d b i r t h  s ome  years  p r e ­
v i o u s l y ,  a l o n g  wi t h the c h i l d .  Af ter  thi s  her s i s t er  (Bet ty' s
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aunt)  who was wi d o we d  in the war,  c a m e  to h e l p  B e t t y ’s 
fa t her  l o o k  af t er  the c h i l d r e n ,  and a f t e r  he was  k i l l e d  
s t ayed on to run the  f arm.  T h e r e f o r e ,  the  f a m i l y  c o n ­
s i s t ed  of  t hree ,  Bet ty,  a s i s t er  t hree  years  o l de r  na me d  
N i c o l a ,  and t he i r  aunt ,  Ir i s .  Th e y  l i v e d  in the  w e l l  
furni shed f a r mho us e ,  but  l e a s e d  the f a r ml a n d s  to a d j o i n ­
i ng  f armers .  The y  were  not  short  of  m o n e y ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  
l e f t  qui t e  w e l l  o f f  wi th the f a t h e r ’s e s t a t e  and i n s u r a n c e .  
Al t hough the aunt ,  Iri s ,  g e n e r a l l y  ke pt  the  purse  s t r i ngs  
both gi r l s  c a m e  i n t o  i n h e r i t a n c e s  at the a g e  of  21, N i c o l a  
a l r e a dy  had hers ,  but  Bet ty had about  8 mont hs  to go.  
Bes i des  the s m a l l  sports  car  wh i c h  Bet ty g e n e r a l l y  drove ,  
t hey a l so  had a Rover Se dan ,  and a l i g h t  purpose  lorry  
(I b e l i e v e  A me r i c a n s  c a l l  t he m p i c kup  t r uc ks ) .  The  l orry  
was used for farm bus i nes s  mo s t l y  by N i c o l a .  A l t h o u g h  
she did not  need to work for mo n e y ,  she had a job in a 
s t a t i o n a r y  store  in the  town about  12 m i l e s  away ,  and 
a l o n g  wi th thi s  rai sed a c o n s i d e r a b l e  number  of  c h i c k e n s  
and t urkeys .

S i n c e  I had f i rst  me t  Bet ty ,  I had a c c o m p a n i e d  her  
to her h o me  on s e v e r a l  we e k e n d s ,  b e i n g  onl y  about  60 
m i l e s  from London.  I l i k e d  her s i s t er  and aunt ,  and t he y  
were  both very kind to me .  Ho we v e r ,  I s t i l l  h e s i t a t e d  
to i mp o s e  on t he m d e s p i t e  B e t t y ’s i n v i t a t i o n .  N e v e r t h e ­
less,  I did c o n s e n t  to dr i ve  up wi th her  one  w e e k e n d  
short l y  be f ore  end of  t e r m.  When we a r r i v e d ,  I found  
that  Betty had a l r e a d y  to l d t hem of  my o p e r a t i o n ,  and 
her of f er  to t ake  me i n .  Far from b e i n g  a n n o y e d  t hey  
v i r t u a l l y  i n s i s t e d  that  I s tay at the f arm,  and s e e m e d  
g e n u i n e l y  gl ad to of f er  the i r  h o s p i t a l i t y .

In qui ck  s e q u e n c e  then,  the e x a m i n a t i o n s  c a m e  and 
to my great  r e l i e f  I passed and thus g r a dua t e d  from c o l ­
l e g e .  The  nest  we e k  I was a d m i t t e d  to the h o s p i t a l ,  had 
the appe ndi x  r e mo v e d ,  and was out  5 days  l a t e r .  Bet ty  
me t  me wi th the car and drove  me to N o r t h a mp t o n s h i r e  
and the farm.

I had t ake n  i t  for grant ed now that  my e x p e r i m e n t s  
wi th g i r l ' s  a t t i r e  were  over  for good,  and now I woul d  
ha v e  to cut  my shaggy  mop and g e t  a job as soon as I 
had r e c o v e r e d  from the o p e r a t i o n .  The  t ho ug ht  s a d d e n e d  
m e ,  but I was r e c o n c i l e d  to i t ,  and t ho ug ht  that  at  l e a s t  
I was no l onge r  worr i ed about  b e i n g  " q u e e r ” , so that
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Be t t y ' s  h e l p  had a c h i e v e d  one wo r t h wh i l e  re s u l t ,

I was h o w e v e r ,  i n  for a s h o c k .  Bet ty had p r o mi s e d  
to t e l l  no one  of  my t r y i n g  on dr e s s e s .  I knew she had 
ke p t  her  word around London and that  none  of  the s t udent s  
knew about  m e .  I n e v e r  d r e a me d  that  she woul d say a n y ­
t h i n g  abo ut  me  to her  s i s t er  and aunt  and was not  e v e n  
s l i g h t l y  prepared  for what  was to h a p p e n .

I suppos e  t he y  must  h a v e  known prior to my ar r i va l ,  
but  w a i t e d  u n t i l  I f e l t  "at  h o m e ” s e v e r a l  days  l a t e r  b e ­
fore  s a y i n g  a n y t h i n g .  The n  when  we were  a l l  c h a t t i n g  
around t he  d i nne r  t a b l e ,  Aunt  Iris as ked ,  "is i t  true what  
Bet ty  t o l d  me ,  t hat  you were  dressed as a g i r l  when you  
were  a c h i l d ? '

On h e a r i n g  th i s ,  I t h i nk  I f l us he d  b e e t  red wi th e m ­
b a r r a s s me n t ,  and was f ur i ous  wi t h  Bet ty for h a v i n g  d i s ­
c l o s e d  t h i s .  Al so  I was e v e n  more  upset  at the  t hought  
t h a t  she m i g h t  h a v e  t o l d  t he m about  my w e a r i n g  her  
c l o t h e s  at  the  f l a t  in London.

S e e i n g  my e m b a r r a s s m e n t ,  Aunt  Iris i m m e d i a t e l y  
a p o l o g i z e d  at  hur t i ng  my f e e l i n g s ,  and N i c o l a  remarked  
t ha t  she did not  s e e  why I shoul d be upset ,  for t hey  
c o u l d  s ee  no harm in i t .  Anyway ,  my anger  subs i ded and 
s i n c e  the  c a t  was out  of  the bag  so to speak,  I answered  
t h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  about  my c h i l d h o o d .  The y  were  very i n ­
t e r e s t e d ,  w a n t i n g  to know my f e e l i n g s  about  h a v i n g  to 
put  on dres ses  and how I a da pt e d  to a boy ' s  l i f e  a g a i n .
The  s u b j e c t  c r oppe d  up a g a i n  on s u b s e q u e n t  days  as they  
t h o u g h t  o f  o t he r  q u e s t i o n s  on what  sort  of  c l o t h e s  I wore .  
How my ha i r  was  dres s ed ,  e t c .  I soon b e g a n  to answer  
t h e m w i t h o u t  e m b a r r a s s m e n t ,  rather  than t e a s i n g .

When I got  Bet ty  a l o n e  and asked her why she had 
t o l d  t he m about  me ,  I a l so  asked i f  t hey  knew of  any of  
my e x p e r i m e n t s  w h i l e  in her  f l a t .  She assured me that  
she had t o l d  t he m n o t h i n g  of  t h i s .  As to the  f i rst  ques t i on  
she r e p l i e d  t hat  I now had an oppo r t un i t y  to dress c o m ­
p l e t e l y  as a w o ma n  w h i l e  at  the  farm wi t h o u t  f ear  of  un­
w a n t e d  g ue s t s ,  and that  the  s u g g e s t i o n  woul d c o m e  from 
the  w o m e n  i f  she used the  proper  s t r a t e g y .  I was as ­
t o n i s h e d  at  t hi s ,  for t hough I must  a d mi t  the  i d e a  t hr i l l e d  
m e ,  I was y e t  t e r r i f i e d  t hat  the  w o m e n  woul d thi nk me
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a " nut ” and b e g i n  to t r e a t  me wi th s c or n .  D e s p i t e  my  
a r gume nt s  Bet ty i n s i s t e d  that  she was g o i n g  to try no 
ma t t e r  what  I t h o u g h t .

I did not  ha v e  l o ng  to w a i t .  The  n e x t  day Bet ty  
brought  up the f a c t  that  I had hardl y  any d e c e n t  c l o t h e s .  
This  was t rue,  for l i v i n g  onl y  on an e d u c a t i o n  grant  
s i n c e  I had l e f t  my parent s ,  I c o u l d  not  af f ord to buy 
new c l o t h e s ,  and what  I had was g e t t i n g  s ha bby .  She  
said that  I woul d n e e d  to ke e p  s o me  c l o t h e s  d e c e n t  to 
l ook  for a job when the t i m e  c a m e ,  and t here  was no 
reason to ge t  my c l o t h e s  more  worn by w e a r i n g  t hem  
around the f ar m.

Thi s  l ed up to her s u g g e s t i o n  that  both she and 
N i c o l a  had l o t s  of  c l o t h e s  around the hous e  whi c h  t he y  
s e l d o m wore ,  or were  out  of  s t y l e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I s houl d  
wear t he s e  g a r me n t s ,  and k e e p  my f ew c l o t h e s  in good  
c o n d i t i o n .

Iris and N i c o l a  ag r e e d  to thi s ,  f i rs t  in a j o k i n g  m a n ­
ner,  but  then g e t t i n g  q u i t e  s er i ous  about  i t .  I p r o t e s t e d  
and was g e n u i n e l y  t e r r i f i e d ,  wi th Bet ty l e a d i n g  the  way  
the wo me n  ans wered  a l l  my a r g u m e n t s .  No one o u t s i d e  
c o u l d  see  me ,  for the n e a r e s t  hous e  was over  h a l f  a m i l e  
away ,  a n y wa y ,  no one  knew me and i f  I were  s e e n  I 
woul d be t aken  for a g i r l ,  s i n c e  my ha i r  was l o n g  e n o u g h  
to pass as a g i r l .  The y  p r o mi s e d  not  to t e a s e  me  and 
that  no one o ut s i de  the f a mi l y  woul d e v e r  know.

F i n a l l y  I a l l o w e d  m y s e l f  to be p e r s u a d e d ,  and Bet ty  
q u i c k l y  pr oduc e d  the c l o t h e s .  S i n c e ,  as far as Iris and 
N i c o l a  were c o n c e r n e d ,  I was w e a r i n g  w o m e n ' s  c l o t h e s  
for pure l y  p r a c t i c a l  and u t i l l i t a r i a n  reas ons ,  i t  woul d  be  
i n c o n g r u o u s  to b e g i n  wi th d a i n t y  or f r i l l y  i t e m s .  T h e r e ­
fore ,  the f i rst  i t e m s  were  s l a c k s  and a b l o u s e  a l o n g  wi th  
f l a t  shoes  and s a n d a l s .

Al t hough mos t  of  the  c l o t h e s  f i t t e d  rather  w e l l ,  a l l  
of  the s l a c ks  were  too t i g h t  at the w a i s t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
Betty produced a "was pi e"  wa i s t  c i n c h e r .  Oddl y e n o u g h ,  
t hi s  was of  great  v a l u e  in ot her  wa y s .  The  a p p e n d i x  
wound had not  y e t  f u l l y  h e a l e d  and was qu i t e  p a i n f u l
whe n  I stood e r e c t .  Thus I was w a l k i n g  s o m e w h a t  be nt  
forward to keep the  s t rai n of f  my a b d o m e n .  Wear i ng  the
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w a s p i e  s e e m e d  to support  the a b d o me n  and e a s e d  the  
pa i n  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  Not  l o n g  a f t e r ,  the n e x t  s tep was  
a c h i e v e d .  When I m e n t i o n e d  t hat  the  s l a c ks  were  too  
t i g h t  in the  g r o i n ,  the w o me n  i m m e d i a t e l y  s u g g e s t e d  
t hat  I m i g h t  as w e l l  wear  s ki r t s .  I f e l t  I should prot es t  
a l i t t l e ,  but  t he y  said that  t hey  c o u l d  see  no d i f f e r e n c e  
in d e g r e e  b e t w e e n  one i t e m  of  w o m e n ' s  wear  and anot he r .
If  I c o u l d  wear  g i r l ' s  s l a c ks  w i t h o u t  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  I 
c o u l d  a l s o  dress  in s ki r t s .

On t hen  w e n t  the  sk i r t s .  From t hen on i t  was a short  
s t a g e  to l i n g e r i e  and f e m i n i n e  n i g h t i e s ,  and m e a n w h i l e  
t he y  e n c o u r a g e d  me  to c o mb  my hai r  down in a g i r l i sh  
ma n n e r  ( for  the  b e n e f i t  of  any f armhand who mi g h t  be 
wo r k i n g  the f a m i l y ' s  f i e l d s  and c a t c h  s i ght  of  me in the  
g a r d e n ) .  I put  on t rousers  and brushed bac k  my hai r  
a g a i n  a f ew w e e k s  l a t e r  when Bet ty drove  me to London 
for my p o s t - o p e r a t i o n  e x a m i n a t i o n  by the s ur g e o n .  I 
was p r o n o u n c e d  f i t  and d i s c h a r g e d  from the NHS,  and- 
Bet ty drove  me  bac k  to the f a r m.  It was the l as t  t i me  
I was to wear  t rousers  for q u i t e  a w h i l e .

With my scar  now h e a l e d ,  I r e a l i z e d  that  I must  now 
return to London,  f ind a c c o m o d a t i o n s  and s e e k  e mp l o y me n t .  
Ho w e v e r ,  the w o me n  woul d  not  hear  of  i t .  Bet ty had told 
t he m t hat  my d i g e s t i v e  upse t s  were  due to nerves ,  and 
( w h i c h  was q u i t e  t rue)  that  the doc t or  had a dv i s e d  me to 
h a v e  a h o l i d a y  and a l o n g  rest  i f  i t  was at a l l  p o s s i b l e .  
Th e y  i n s i s t e d  that  I s tay wi th t hem for a w h i l e  l o n g e r ,  
r e a s s ur i ng  me  that  I was not  i m p o s i n g  on t h e m .  The help  
I c o u l d  g i v e  woul d  pay for my k e e p .  Al so  N i c o l a  said 
t hat  she was f i n d i n g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to work at her job in 
town and to g i v e  proper  a t t e n t i o n  to her t urkeys .  Al ong  
wi t h thi s  she wi s h e d  to go to Spai n  for a h o l i d a y  l a t e r  in 
the  s u m m e r .  She a l s o  ma d e  a p r o p o s i t i o n  that  I ra i se  a 
f l o c k  of  turkeys  for the Chr i s t mas  mar k e t ,  from whi ch I 
c o u l d  ma k e  a p r o f i t  of  about  $150 . 00 whi c h  c o u l d  be used 
to buy s ome  d e c e n t  c l o t h e s  and keep  me  w h i l e  I found a 
good j o b .

I was won over  by the  soundness  of  t he s e  argument s ,  
and of  c o u r s e  by the  p r o s p e c t  of  we a r i n g  f e m i n i n e  c l o t he s  
for a w h i l e  l o n g e r ,  and so r e a d i l y  a g r e e d .  When I s ug­
g e s t e d  c a u t i o u s l y  that  perhaps  I shoul d stop we a r i n g  skirts 
s i n c e  I woul d  now be s p e n d i n g  s e v e r a l  mont hs  wi th t hem,
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t hey  q u i c k l y  v e t o e d  the i d e a ,  to my gr e a t  r e l i e f .  The y  
said that  nearby f armworkers  had a l r e a d y  s e e n  me from 
a d i s t a n c e ,  and that  t hey  had t o l d the v i l l a g e r s  t hat  
the i r  g ue s t  was a g i r l  f r i end of  B e t t y ' s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I 
c oul d  not  s udde n l y  turn i n t o  a man w i t h o u t  a r o us i ng  un­
w e l c o m e  a t t e n t i o n  in the v i l l a g e .  Ha v i n g  ag r e e d  to r e ­
ma i n  a g i r l  my f e m i n i z a t i o n  was soon c o m p l e t e d .  One 
e v e n i n g  when t he y  were  wa s h i n g  and s e t t i n g  e a c h  o t he r ' s  
hai r ,  t he y  i n s i s t e d  t hat  I shoul d h a v e  my hai r  put  in 
c u r l e r s .  When I saw the  re sul t s  I was o v e r j o y e d ,  for I 
now had my ut t e r l y  f e m i n i n e  h a i r s t y l e  and I knew that  I 
cou l d  now e a s i l y  pass  as a g i r l  i f  I were  s e e n  at  c l o s e  
r a ng e .  Not  l o n g  a f t e r ,  on a very hot  s u mme r  day the  
wo me n put on l i g h t  c o t t o n  dres ses  and were  k e e n  that  I 
should a l so  wear  a dress  i n s t e a d  of  my usua l  b l o u s e  and 
s k i r t .

Al so  i t  was s u g g e s t e d  t hat  my f l a t  c h e s t  m i g h t  c a u s e  
c o m m e n t  from o ut s i de r s ,  so as a ma t t e r  of  cour s e  I b e g a n  
to wear a bra and f a l s i e s .  Added to th i s ,  s i n c e  I s o m e ­
t i me s  now wore h i gh  h e e l s  and ny l o ns ,  my l e g s  were  
shaved of  t he i r  f u z z .  Fo r t u n a t e l y  my beard was s t i l l  
v i r t u a l l y  n o n e x i s t a n t  and p r e s e n t e d  no p r o b l e m .

I thus r e m a i n e d  a "girl" for about  a y e a r  and a h a l f .
I was nervous  at f i rs t  about  g o i n g  to the  v i l l a g e  or the  
town,  but  a f t er  a f ew trips  I f e l t  assured e n o u g h  not  to  
f ear  d i s c o v e r y  of  my s e c r e t .

I w i l l  skip thi s  t i m e ,  s i n c e  l i t t l e  h a p p e n e d  of  any  
i m p o r t a n c e .  Bet ty and I f r e q u e n t l y  ma de  l o v e  when we  
were  a l o n e ,  but  i f  her s i s t er  and Aunt  knew of  thi s  or 
cared I s t i l l  do not  know.  Ho we v e r ,  Bet ty  went  b a c k  to 
s c h o o l  a g a i n  that  aut umn to c o m p l e t e  her c o u r s e ,  onl y  
r e t urni ng  about  e v e r y  third or fourth w e e k e n d .

It was thi s  whi c h  u l t i m a t e l y  brought  t h i ngs  to an 
end,  for w h i l e  s t i l l  the bes t  of  f r i e nds ,  Bet ty and I were  
d r i f t i ng  apart  r o m a n t i c a l l y ,  and I b e g a n  to f e e l  worr i ed  
about  i m p o s i n g  on her f a m i l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in my v u l n e r ­
a b l e  s i t u a t i o n .  Bet ty and I both knew we were  not  r e a l l y  
in l o v e ,  and we c e r t a i n l y  did not  i n t e n d  to marry e a c h  
ot her ,  but  we were  s e x u a l l y  c o m p a t i b l e ,  and g r e a t l y  
e n j o y e d  i n t i m a c y  wi th e a c h  o t h e r .

I knew she cou l d  not  he l p  b e i n g  p r o m i s c i o u s ,  and 
t hat  when she was in London she was a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y
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s l e e p i n g  wi th o t her  me n ,  and I b e g a n  to worry about  
that  d e s p i t e  the f a c t  t hat  she had made  p o s s i b l e  my e p i ­
sode  in f e m a l e  a t t i r e ,  she woul d b e g i n  to scorn me for 
i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when c o m p a r i n g  me to nor mal  me n .  On 
her w e e k e n d s  h o m e  she g a v e  me i n d i c a t i o n s  of  thi s ,  s t i l l  
m a k i n g  l o v e  to me w h e n e v e r  the oppor t un i t y  p r e s e n t e d .

Other than thi s  I had e v e r y  c a u s e  to be c o n t e n t .  I 
a g a i n  had l o n g  hai r ,  and u n l i k e  in my c h i l d h o o d  when i t  
was ne a r l y  a y e a r  b e f o r e  I had hair  of  a d e c e n t  l e n g t h ,  
thi s  t i m e  I had be gun  wi th a f e m i n i n e  ha i rdo  a l m o s t  from 
the  s t ar t .  By the  f o l l o w i n g  s umme r  i t  was s houl der  l e n ­
gth,  worn in the s t y l e  I l i k e d  mos t ,  parted in the c e n t e r  
and turned under at the  e nds .  S o m e t i m e s  I wore i t  wi th  
an " Al i c e "  band,  and onc e  in a w h i l e  I t r i e d i t  put  up in 
a f rench  p l e a t  or r o l l .  I a l s o  l i k e d  thi s  : t y l e ,  but  i t  was 
g e n e r a l l y  t r o u b l e s o m e  to do pr ope r l y ,  and onl y  worn when  
N i c o l a  or Iris did i t  for me .

Anyway ,  d e s p i t e  my e n j o y m e n t  g e n e r a l l y ,  I r e a l i z e d  
that  i t  woul d  h a v e  to end s o m e t i m e  i f  I was to make  a n y ­
t h i n g  of  my l i f e .  My d i g e s t i v e  t r o ub l e s  had d i s a ppe a r e d ,  
so t hat  I c e a s e d  to h a v e  a good e x c u s e  to stay on.  Al ong  
wi th wi t h d r i f t i n g  apart  from Bet ty ,  I was g e t t i n g  r e s t ­
l e s s  wi t h l i v i n g  on the f arm.  Al so N i c o l a  was now g o i n g  
s e r i o u s l y  wi t h  a bo y f r i e n d  who c a m e  v i s i t i n g  qui t e  o f t e n .  
Al t h o u g h  I was sure she woul d not  t e l l  h i m,  I was s t i l l  
ne r vous  l e s t  he a c c i d e n t l y  d i s c o v e r  my true s ex .  Then  
when she was t a l k i n g  about  g e t t i n g  marr i ed  there  arose  
the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  s e l l i n g  the f arm.

The t i m e  had c o m e ,  I t ho ug ht  to ge t  out .  Agai n  I 
was h e a r t b r o k e n  at  the i d e a  of  s h e e r i n g  my hair ,  and I 
c o n s i d e r e d  e v e r y  way of  k e e p i n g  i t  l o n g .  I t hought  of  
the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  c o n t i n u i n g  to l i v e  as a woman in London 
but  r e a l i z e d  t hat  b e c a u s e  of  my s c h o o l  record and HHS 
card I c o u l d  not  p o s s i b l y  f ind e m p l o y m e n t  wi t ho ut  d i s ­
c l o s i n g  my true s e x .

F i n a l l y  I ma d e  the break and wi th the g o o d b y e s  a l l  
around,  I g a t h e r e d  my c o u r a g e  and cut  my hair  short .
Thi s  was the  mos t  d i f f i c u l t  t h i n g  I have  e v e r  done in my 
l i f e  and e v e n  at the age  of  t w e n t y - o n e  I near l y  c r i e d .
My hai r  was an a v e r a g e  l e n g t h  of  about  f our t e e n  i n c h e s ,  
and I knew t hat  i t  was h i g h l y  i m p r o b a b l e  that  I should
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ha v e  l ong  hai r  e v e r  a g a i n .

I had a r e a s o n a b l e  sum of  mo n e y  from my p r o c e e d s  
for the turkey bus i nes s ,  and so was a b l e  to f ind f urni shed  
a c c o m o d a t i o n s  and soon got  a job in the  art  d e p a r t m e n t  
of  a g r e e t i n g  card f i r m.

I was more  than a l i t t l e  nervous  at  l i v i n g  a g a i n  as 
a man in c a s e  I should d i s p l a y  s ome  f e m i n i n e  ma n n e r i s ms  
u n c o n s c i o u s l y .  Howe ve r ,  a l t h o u g h  I had worn f e m a l e  
c l o t h i n g ,  I had not  r e a l l y  a f f e c t e d  any f e m a l e  m a n n e r ­
i sms ,  so n o t h i ng  g a v e  me a wa y .  The  s t r a ng e s t  t h i ng  for 
a few we e ks  was h e a r i n g  m y s e l f  c a l l e d  by my c o r r e c t  
n a m e .

Duri ng  my stay at  the farm,  i t  had b e e n  a g r e e d  to 
c a l l  me by a g i r l ' s  na me  ( wh i c h  was d e c i d e d  to be Susan)  
as I had b e e n  c a l l e d  thi s  in my c h i l d h o o d ) ,  and to re fer  
to me as "she" and "her" at a l l  t i m e s ,  l e s t  t he y  a c c i ­
d e n t l y  forgot  and use the m a s c u l i n e  pronoun w h i l e  in pu­
b l i c .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  i t  was s e v e r a l  w e e k s  b e f o r e  I got  
e n t i r e l y  used to my own name  a g a i n .

I t hought  about  a c q u i r i n g  a f e m i n i n e  o u t f i t  for p r i ­
va t e  use,  but d e c i d e d  i f  at a l l  p o s s i b l e  to ma k e  a c l e a n  
break b e s i d e s  the  c l o t h e s  were  not  so t e r r i b l y  i m p o r t a n t  
to me ,  e x c e p t  to j u s t i f y  the w e a r i n g  of  a f e m i n i n e  h a i r ­
s t y l e .  Thi s  not  b e i n g  p o s s i b l e  I did not  wish to t o r me n t  
m y s e l f  by h a l f  me a s ur e s ,  w e a r i n g  dres ses  wi t h a c r oppe d  
h e a d .  I cou l d  i m a g i n e  l i t t l e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  in us i ng  a wi g  
for I f e l t  thi s  woul d be a poor s u b s t i t u t e  for the p l e a s u r e  
I e x p e r i e n c e d  in c o m b i n g ,  dres s i ng  and s o m e t i m e s  p l a i t ­
ing my own h a i r .

Thi s  then was six years  ago ,  and e x c e p t  for one  
short  l aps e  whi c h  woul d be s upe r f l uous  to d e s c r i b e ,  I 
have  not  s i n c e  tr i ed on a s i n g l e  i t e m  of  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e .

I w i l l  not  deny that  I woul d l i k e  to,  but  the  c o m ­
p l i c a t i o n s  are t oo  g r e a t .  Al so  in the  l a s t  t hree  or four  
years  my beard has sprouted and the hair  at my t e m p l e s  
is r e c e d i n g  in the m a l e  ba l d n e s s  p a t t e r n .  Thus ,  e v e n  
i f  s omehow I were  to adopt  w o m e n ' s  a t t i r e  a g a i n ,  I 
f ear  that  I should not  l i k e  the a p p e a r a n c e  I woul d  m a k e .
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The c h i e f  worry I h a v e  now,  is that  h a v i n g  more or 

l e s s  s u b l i m a t e d  my own TV l e a n i n g s ,  the s u b j e c t  is c a u s ­
i n g  me worry in a no t he r  d i r e c t i o n .  Perhaps  an e x p l a n a ­
t i o n  woul d  be t hat  I am t r y i ng  to r e l i v e  my own e x p e r i ­
e n c e  t hrough c a u s i n g  i t  to o t he r s .

For the  pas t  f i v e  ye ar s ,  a f t er  g e t t i n g  bored wi th  
wo r k i n g  in an o f f i c e ,  I ha v e  b e e n  worki ng  for the c r e d i t  
d e p a r t m e n t  of  a l ar ge  m a i l  order f i r m.  In thi s  c a p a c i t y  
I v i s i t  s e v e r a l  h o u s e h o l d s  in the London area d a i l y ,  to 
c h e c k  the c r e d i t  wo r t h i n e s s  of  a p p l i c a n t s  for de f erred  
p a y m e n t s .  S i n c e  a great  many of  t hes e  a p p l i c a n t s  are 
w o m e n  i t  a l s o  o ccurs  that  I f r e q u e n t l y  e ncbUnt er  widows,  
d i v o r c e e s ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  unmarr i ed  mo t h e r s .  A c e r ­
t a i n  number  of  t he s e  h a v e  s m a l l  sons,  and no c l o s e  ma l e  
r e l a t i  v e s .

Not  l o n g  a f t e r  I s t ar t ed  the job I e n c o u n t e r e d  a w o ­
man wi t h  a boy aged  t hen about  six years  old and in 
g e n e r a l  c o n v e r s a t i o n  she m e n t i o n e d  that  she woul d have  
pr e f e r r ed  a d a u g h t e r .  I j u mp e d  on thi s  remark,  a l mo s t  
u n a b l e  to c o n t r o l  my f e e l i n g s ,  for I was t h r i l l e d  at the  
i d e a  o f  s o me h o w  g e t t i n g  her to put  the boy in dres ses .

For the  t i m e  b e i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  w i l l  s u f f i c e  to say 
t hat  I ha v e  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  over  t hree  years  for h a v i n g  
about  f i f t e e n  boys  put  i n t o  g i r l ’s c l o t h e s  for one reason  
or a n o t h e r .

With s o me  i t  was onl y  a ma t t e r  of  on and of f  to take  
a ’c u t e ’ p h o t o g r a p h .  With a few h o w e v e r ,  I have  m a n ­
age d  to sway the  mot he r s  to keep  the boys  in dresses  for 
l o n g e r  pe r i o d s ,  and to my k n o w l e d g e  there  are three  
who are s t i l l  in dres ses  and t he i r  hair  a l l o w e d  to grow.  
S o me  of  thi s  was a c h i e v e d  by the o f f er  to ha r d- up  mothers  
of  f r e e  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ,  and I have  spent  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a mo u n t  of  mo n e y  in p r o v i d i n g  wardrobes  of  g i r l ' s  a t t i r e ,  
t e l l i n g  the  mo t he r s  that  t he y  are s a mp l e s  and s h o p s o i l e d  
s t o c k .

Anyway ,  thi s  g a v e  me an u n a c c o u n t a b l e  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  
u n t i l  I b e g a n  to r e a l i z e  what  harm I mi g h t  be c a u s i n g  
the  c h i l d r e n .

A b o u t  thi s  t i m e  i m p o r t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  w e r e  l i f t e d  on 
A m e r i c a n  m a g a z i n e s ,  and I f i r s t  c a m e  a c r o s s  a b o o k l e t
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c a l l e d  " S e x o l o g y ” , whi c h  g a v e  me the  f i rst  a u t h o r i t a ­
t i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the  s u b j e c t  of  T V i s m .

It was a l so  in S e x o l o g y  that  I saw a r e v i e w  of  your  
b o o k l e t  e n t i t l e d  the "TV and hi s  W i f e ” . An y wa y ,  wi th  
the f i rst  c o p i e s  of  S e x o l o g y  to c o m e  i n t o  my hands  I b e ­
gan to r e a l i z e  that  TVi s m was not  as rare as I t hought ,  
and that  there  were  many  others  who shared my f e e l i n g s .  
It c a m e  as a surpf i se  to l e ar n  that  t here  was a m a g a z i n e  
pri nt ed on the s u b j e c t ,  but  unt i l  the r e v i e w  of  "The TV 
And His W i f e ” , t here  was no address  g i v e n  to c o n t a c t  
your m a g a z i n e .

I s t opped thi s  c a m p a i g n  of  i n d u c i n g  mo t he r s  to 
dress t he i r  y o ung  boys  in g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ,  and onl y  ho pe  
that  I have  not  c a us e d  t o o  much d a m a g e  to the c h i l d r e n  
and t he i r  s e x u a l  d e v e l o p e m e n t .

Short l y  af t er  thi s ,  I me t  my p r e s e nt  f i a n c e e ,  d e s c r ­
i bed at the b e g i n n i n g  of  thi s  l e t t e r ,  wh i c h  t akes  my  
l i f e  up to d a t e .

^J1DLEL.IGHT
A good many years  ago Edna St .  V i n c e n t  M i l l a y
w r o t e :

I burn my c a n d l e  at  both ends  - 
It w i l l  not  l as t  the  n i g h t .
But Oh, my foes  and Ah,  my f r i ends  
It ma ke s  a l o v e l y  l i g h t .

To whi c h  Dorothy Parker r e p l i e d :
I v ' e  burned MY c a n d l e  at both ends ,
And now h a v e  n e i t h e r  f o e s  nor f r i e n d s .
For a l l  the l o v e l y  l i g h t  b e g o t t e n ,
I 'm p a y i n g  now in f e e l i n g  r o t t e n .

Perhaps  a TV gi r l  can g e t  in the l as t  word:

M i l l a y  and Parker ma ke  me l augh  
At t he i r  g e n t l e  GG p l i g h t  - 
I cut  my c a n d l e  r i ght  in h a l f  
And burn four ends  a l l  n i g h t .

S h e i l a  ( 3 0 - B - a )  FPE
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“SUSANNA SAYS...

HI Everybody:

^  Sorry to ha v e  mi s s e d  TVi a  # 2 7 .  I f e l t  I was d e n y i n g  
m y s e l f  the p r i c e l e s s  o p p o r t u n i t y  of  h o l d i n g  thi s  l i t t l e  
g e t - t o g e t h e r  wi th a l l  of  our f r i e n d s . . a n d  i t  hurt .  Bu t i t  
was one added hurt  to a c o l l o s o l  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of  hurts  
whi c h  has b e e n  wi th me for s ome  mo nt hs .  I p r o mi s e d  
to m y s e l f  that  I woul d  not  turn t h e s e  p a g e s  i n t o  a c r y i n g  
j a g  wi th a d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  f r us t r a t i on  and p e t t y  
e v e n t s ,  a f t er  a l l  mos t  of  my f r i ends  h a v e  c o m e  to t hi nk  
of  me as a f a i r l y  o p t i m i s t i c  person who' d  rather  l a ug h  
than cry .  Ho we v e r ,  the t e m p t a t i o n  to go i n t o  o n e ' s  own  
t r oubl e s  is o v e r p o w e r i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when t here  are a few  
bl ank page s  ahead of  y o u . . .  and i t ’s so n i c e  to t a l k  about  
o n e s e l f ! !  Vain c r e a t u r e s  t hat  we are .  So I ' l l  try to 
s tr i ke  a happy m e d i u m  and just  b l a s t  o f f  a g a i n s t  my ma i n  
source  of  f rus t rat i on:  the New York Wo r l d ’s Fair .  Oh,
how I h a t e  i t .

It jus t  happe ns  that  I am one  of  the 30 t hous and soul s  
who WORK at the F a i r . . . I n  my c a s e  the  work i n v o l v e s  
w a l k i n g  m i l e s  e v e r y  d a y . . .  Now i f  I c o u l d  do a l l  that  
w a l k i n g  in c o m f o r t a b l e  5 i nc h  h e e l s ,  I woul d  not  c o m ­
p l a i n .  But to do i t  in t he s e  h o r r i b l e  ( pardon the e x p r e s ­
s ion)  ’’ m e n ' s ” s h o e s . ,  ugh!  So I wa l k  and wa l k  and w a l k .  
Then bac k  to the o f f i c e  to put  the re s ul t s  of  my w a l k i n g  
t o g e t h e r . .  and t hen ,  out  a g a i n  for s o me  more  w a l k i n g . ,  
and t hen c o m e s  the i n f e r n a l  i n v e n t i o n  c a l l e d  the subway!  ! 
The Iron Ma i de n  on w h e e l s . . o n e  hour to g e t  from h o m e  
to the f a i r . . . a n d  anot her  to g e t  b a c k . . .  thi s  ma k e s  a s o ­
l i d 10 hours of  p u n i s h m e n t  e v e r y  d ay ,  f i v e  days  a w e e k .
S o . . . S u s a n n a  l a n g u i s h e s  in the c l o s e t . . . h e r  wi gs  l ook  
l i k e  wi t he r e d  f l o we r s  on t he i r  s t a n d s . . .  and the skirts  
and b l ous e s  and f rocks  hang  t o t a l l y  d e v i t a l i z e d  from
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t h e i r  h a n g e r s . . .

I used to th i nk that  I woul d  n e v e r  be too t i red to ge t  
d re ssed . . . b ut that  was b e f or e  the World' s  Fair c a m e  a l o n g .  
S o me  of  you must  be t h i n k i n g  that  Susanna is e x a g g e r a t i n g  
a f t e r  a l l ,  what  about  w e e k - e n d s ?  Just  a mi n u t e  my dears .  
Y o u ' v e  heard of  our new count ry  house  whi c h  we hoped to 
h a v e  ready for M e m o r i a l  Day? Yes? W e e e e e e !  ! . . . we  
did not  i n c l u d e  the c a r p e n t e r ' s  s n a i l - l i k e  mo t i o n s  in our 
c a l c  u l a t i o n s . . .  M e m o r i a l  Day c a m e  and went  and the p l a c e  
was s t i l l  not  r e a d y . . . a n d  as I s i t  thi s  mi n u t e  t y p i n g  t hese  
l i n e s . . .  the p l a c e  is s t i l l  not  f i n i s h e d . . .  c l o s e  to c o m p l e ­
t i o n ,  y e s .  . . b u t  not  q u i t e .  . . ma y b e  in anot her  2 w e e k s .  
Resul t ?  Th a t  e v e r y  w e e k - e n d  has be e n  a mad h o u s e . . . a  
p l a c e  of  h a m m e r i n g  and s a wi ng  and p a i n t i n g .  . . a nest  of  
sawdus t ,  p a i n t  s m e l l s  ( w h i c h  I hat e )  and p i e c e s  of  wood,  
n a i l s ,  and f ur n i t ur e  p i l e d  t o g e t h e r  in corners  and h a l l ­
w a y s . . . a n d  I 'm sure e v e r y  TV w i l l  f e e l  wi th me the f ac t  
that  a t m o s p h e r e  is an i mp o r t a n t  f a c t o r . . . a  mes s y ,  du'sty,  
e n v i r o n m e n t  does  not  s e e m a p p r o p i a t e  to bring forth the  
g i r l -  wi t h i  n . . .  she l i k e s  p e r f u me  and b e a u t y . . a n d  m u s i c . ,  
and p l e a s u r e . . S o  I kept  her i n s i d e  and I am p a y i n g  for i t  
wi t h  m o o d i n e s s ,  f r us t r a t i o n  and d i s g u s t .  . .

At thi s  p o i n t  I'd l i k e  to t ake  i s sue  wi th s ome  of  my  
f r i ends  who s wear  that  dr e s s i ng  b e c o m e s  l e s s  i mp o r t a n t  
o n c e  you  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  t o t a l  a c c e p t a n c e  of  your true s e l f .  
I mus t  c o n f e s s  that  I c a n n o t  t ake  l o ng  per i ods  of  f rock-  
a b s t i n e n c e .  . I must  dress  to f e e l  happy and c o n t e n t e d .  
Dress ing was ,  is and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to be a bas i c  f ac t or  
of  my l i f e .  And t h a t ' s  eno ug h  of  thi s  c h a p t e r  on i n t i m a t e  
c o n f e s s i o n s .

Let ' s  t a l k about  c l o t h e s  i n s t e a d . . .  T h e r e ' s a w o n d e r ­
ful  sub j ec  t . . . . I f TV w i v e s  just  knew what  t he i r  husbands  
are f o r c e d  to do to the l o v e l y  g a r me nt s  t hey  purchase  for 
t he i r  s e c r e t  d r e s s i n g  s e s s i ons ,  I ' m sure they woul d be 
b r o k e n - h e a r t e d  and i m m e d i a t e l y  a c c e p t  the i r  husbands  TV 
i n c l i n a t i o n s  wi t h  ope n  arms .  What wo ma n  c o u l d  pos s i b l y  
c o n c e i v e  of  a s a t i n  e v e n i n g  gown b e i n g  squashed and crum­
p l e d  i n s i d e  a s u i t c a s e  l i k e  one woul d s hove  an old rag un­
der the  s i n k . . . o r  b e a u t i f u l  l a c e  l i n g e r i e  m e r c i l e s s l y  push­
ed i n t o  a p a p e r b a g  whi c h  in turn is shoved  behi nd the spare 
t i re  in the trunk c o m p a r t m e n t  of  an a u t o m o b i l e . . .  If she 
c o u l d  j us t  t h i nk  of  a l l  t hose  b e a u t i f u l ,  and o f t e n  e xpens i ve
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thi ngs ,  t r e a t e d  l i k e  rags and kept  wi t h o u t  w a s h i n g  for 
we e ks  and weeks !  ! ! ! Horrors!  But that  is the  sad r e a l ­
i t y .  Ho we ve r ,  TV husbands  h a v e  the o p p o r t u n i t y  to wash 
that  l i n g e r i e  or send t hos e  dres ses  to the c l e a n e r s .  If  
he washes  pre t t y  t h i ngs  in the b a t h r o o m . . . . where  is he  
to hang t hem unt i l  t he y  are dry? If he sends  t he m to the  
c l e a n e r ’s he is t o y i n g  wi th d i s as t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  he l i v e s  
in a s m a l l  t own where e v e r y b o d y  knows e v e r y  b o d y . . . .  So,  
the poor soul ,  wears  hi s  l o v e l y  c l o t h e s  in s e c r e t  s ome  
l uc ky  e v e n i n g  when the w i f e  and the  kids  h a v e  gone  out .  
and when the t i me  of  t he i r  return draws c l o s e . . .  o f f  c o m e  
the c l o t h e s  and back t hey  go to t he i r  s u f f o c a t i n g  pr i son  
i n s i d e  a s u i t c a s e .  Ne x t  t i m e  t hey  are p u l l e d  out  t hey  a l ­
ready l ook  ug l y  and w r i n k l e d . . . .  he may  a t t e m p t  a qu i c k  
bi t  of  i r o n i n g  but  t h a t ' s  a l l .  . . . B e l i e v e  me ,  i t  is a c r i m ­
i n a l  o f f e n s e  t hos e  n o n - u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i v e s  are c o m m i t ­
t i ng  by b e i n g  the c a us e  of  a l l  that  wardrobe  me s s .  P i c ­
ture f ur t he r mor e ,  the poor TV,  c r a w l i n g  i n t o  a dusty a t ­
t i c  s ome  Sat urday a f t e r n o o n  when he is a l o n e  in the  h o ­
u s e . . .  Way back t here  in the i n n e r m o s t  r e c e s s e s  of  that  
s m e l l y  a t t i c ,  beh i nd  s o me  d i s c a r d e d  j unk,  t here  l i e s  a 
my s t e r i o u s  b o x . . . . H e  drags the box ou tsi  d e . . . . by thi s  
t i m e  his  l ungs  are f u l l  of  dust .  . . . He s hakes  the c o b w e b s  
out  of  hi s  hai r ,  wi pe s  o f f  the s l i m y  mo ul d  that  c o v e r s  
the bo t t om of  the box and wi th t r e m b l i n g  hands  he opens  
his  t reasure  b o x . . . .  Back in the be dr o o m now he ho l ds  
that  b e a u t i f u l  pr i nc e s s  f rock he pur c has e d  from a m a i l  
order house  at the risk of  hi s  l i f e . . . . h e  q u i c k l y  s l i ps  
i n t o  i t  onl y  to d i s c o v e r  t hat  the f ront  and back are f u l l  
of  moth h o l e s . . . . I n  d e s p e r a t i o n  he rips i t  o f f  and b o l d l y  
opens  hi s  w i f e ’s c l o s e t  and s t r u g g l e s  i n t o  her bes t  dress .  
It ' s  t oo s m a l l ,  so he rips i t  in the  p r o c e s s .  What  h o r r i b l e  
f a t e  is about  to d e s c e n d  upon thi s  poor TV? D i v o r c e . . .  
loss  of  hi s  j o b .  . . s u i c i d e .  . . . j u s t  a f ew b l ue  f l o we r s  s e ­
c r e t l y  dropped over  hi s  t omb by s o me  dar i ng  TV fr i end  
who had to break i n t o  the c e m e t e r y  in the  m i d d l e  of  the  
ni ght  to carry out  thi s  l a s t  no b l e  g e s t ur e  of  TV f r i e n d ­
s h i p . . . . I f  thi s  does  not  c h a n g e  the mi nd of  at  l e a s t  one  
TV w i f e ...........I qu i t .

But t here  is more  to be said about  c l o t h e s . . . .  How 
many T V ’s ha v e  you s e e n  that  l o o k  good in a s h i f t ?  If  
you h a v e ,  l e t  me k n o w ____ GG's know that  a s h i f t  is
w o n d e r f u l  to h i d e  a n o t - t o o - s l e n d e r  wa i s t ,  so that  on 
f i r s t  t hought  i t  woul d s e e m the i d e a l  s t y l e  for mos t  T V ’s,
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e x c e p t  t hos e  of  us who are l u c k y  to have  a 24" wa i s t .  . 
w e l l ,  not  e x a c t l y  2 4 ” . .  more  l i k e  2 5 ” . . .  or perhaps  a 
2 8 " . . .  ( I ' l l  s e t t l e  r i ght  t he r e  and re f use  to be budged  
one  mor e  i n c h ) .  So we go out  and buy a s h i f t .  . . .  and 
t he n  we t ake  a l o o k  in the  mirror and we r e m o v e  i t  f a s t ­
er than i t  t ook us to put  i t  o n . . . . s h i f t s  i n d e e d !  Broad 
s h o u l de r s  to b e g i n  wi t h ,  and t hen a s t r a i g ht  l i n e  down
to the  k n e e s ........... not  e v e n  a h i n t  of  a w a i s t l i n e . . . and
the TV l o o k s  more  m a m m o t h  than he d e s e r v e s  to l ook ,  
not  e v e n  a baby m am m o t h . . . The  answer  is in the good  
old wa i s t  c i n c h e r .  . . You c a n ’t b r e a t h e ,  you say? Who 
c a r e s ?  You l o o k  b e t t e r  and t ha t ' s  what  c o u n t s . .  t i g h t e r  
t i g h t e r . .  t h a t ' s  i t .  And anot he r  t h i ng ,  y o u ’ve pr obabl y  
n o t i c e d  t hos e  f a s h i o n  a r t i c l e s  that  are f o r e c a s t i n g  s hor t ­
er and short er  ski r t s .  T h a t ’s t ough for a l o t  of  us ( e x c e p t  
for t ho s e  of  us o f  cour s e  who jus t  happe n  to ha v e  a pret ty  
good pai r  of  g a m s ) .  D o n ’t pay a t t e n t i o n  to the words in 
p a r e n t h e s i s . . .  I ' m jus t  t a k i n g  a d v a n t a g e  o f  thi s  c o l u mn  
. . i f  nobody  pr a i s e s  my g a m s . . . I ' d  be an i d i o t  i f  I d i d n ’t 
s ne ak  a b i t  of  s e l f - p r a i s e .  When you print  s o m e t h i n g  
s o m e h o w  i t  s e e m s  more  i m p r e s s i v e  and f e e l s  more  l i k e  a 
true f a c t . . .  As for the e l e v a t e d  h e ms  we are in t r oub l e .  
Not  e v e n  GGs c a n  boas t  o f  p e r f e c t  k n e e s ,  wi th n o t a b l e  
e x c e p t i o n s  of  c o u r s e . . . s o  in order to h i de  the knees  we  
h a v e  to s tay wi t h  l a s t  y e a r ’s l o we r  h e m s . . . u p  to now i t ' s  
not  so bad,  but  i f  the  f o r e c a s t s  prove  to be r ight  and the  
he m ends  a b o v e  the  k n e e . . .  we are g o i n g  to l ook  p o s i t i v e ­
ly  dowdy!  What ' s  got  me b a f f l e d  though is the new t o p ­
l e s s  b a t h i n g  s u i t s . . . i f  that  is f o l l o w e d  by t o p l e s s  dresses  
and gowns ,  I ' m af ra i d  w e ’l l  ha v e  w i t n e s s e d  the c a l l a p s e  
of  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  Unl e s s  of  cour s e  you TV c h e m i s t s  c o me  
up wi t h  t ha t  a b s o l u t e l y  u n d e t e c t a b l e  breas t  that  l ooks  
and f e e l s  l i k e  the  rea l  t h i n g .  W e ’ve got  to do s o m e t h i n g  
a b o u t  th i s  i n s i d i o u s  f a s h i o n  t h r e a t . . . I  s ug g e s t  we send 
a p l e a  to t hos e  f a s h i o n  d e s i g n e r s . . . what  woul d b e c o m e  of  
our f a l s i e s  and b a l l o o n s  wi t h j e l l y  and o t her  TV s e c r e t s ?  
On the  o t her  hand,  I th i nk the GGs t h e m s e l v e s  w i l l  be our 
be s t  a l l i e s . . . .  A good many of  t hem ha v e  the very best  
reas ons  in the  worl d to r e j e c t  such o u t r a g e o u s  f a s h i o n ,  
or woul d  t h e y ?  T o p l e s s  b a t h i n g  sui t s  i n d e e d !  Why,  t h a t ’s 
what  w e ’ve  b e e n  w e a r i n g  mos t  of  our l i v e s !  !! Can any  
one  o f  us say that  t he y  are p r e t t y ? .  . . .

And to c l o s e . . . .  b i t s  of  gos s i p that  h a v e  c o m e  my way  
from var i ous  s o u r c e s . . .  one  of  our best  TV fr i ends  c a m e
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to s ee  Mari e  the other  day and he ordered ( b e l i e v e  i t  or 
not) a man's  t o u p e e !  He was not  i n s a n e ,  no,  he  does  
have  a b e a u t i f u l  b l o n d e  w i g . . . .  Anot her  f r i end,  not  a TV 
but a TS,  has a c h i e v e d  the i m p o s s i b l e :  has t o l d e v e r y ­
body at her p l a c e  of  work,  i n c l u d i n g  THE TOP BRASS abôut  
his r e a l l y  b e i n g  a g i r l  in a man' s  body,  and how she i n ­
tends  to go to C a s a b l a n c a  to c o r r e c t  thi s  m i s t a k e  of  na ­
t u r e . . .  the a m a z i n g  t h i ng  is that  not  onl y  she has not  been  
f i red but a c t u a l l y  the boss agreed  to g i v e  her a pi nk desk!  
The s e c r e t  of  thi s  t o t a l  a c c e p t a n c e  l i e s  in the  f a c t  that  
our fr i end is do i ng  a very good job and the o f f i c e  knows  
t h e y ' l l  have  a hard t i m e  f i n d i n g  an e q u a l l y  good r e p l a c e ­
me n t .  S h e ’s about  ready now to start  dr e s s i ng  a l l  the  
t i m e .  The  q ue s t i o n  is,  w i l l  the o f f i c e  a c c e p t a n c e  go 
that  for? Or w i l l  she c h a n g e  jobs?  We ' l l  s e e .  She is a 
very d e t e r m i n e d  g i r l . . . .

And f i n a l l y  l e t  me thank those  TV f r i ends  who h a v e  
be e n  i m p a t i e n t l y  w a i t i n g  for the go ahead  s i g n a l  for 
w e e k - e n d s  at the count ry  ho us e .  . . . a f t e r  July 4th e v e r y ­
body w i l l  be w e l c o m e  and we hope  to s tay open  unt i l  
e a r l y  N o v e mb e r .  . . . s o  l o n g  for now.  . . .

Love SUSANNA

v<ê)*<5V e«rfe>*<3V vie)*®*» vfôHCFH» ««¿c>W<3K9
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SAUCE FOR THE GOOSE!
Left Couple: "Caroline, what's
wrong with hoys that want to 
wear dresses like that, it's 
disgraceful don't you think?"
"Yes, Betty, why don't they stick 
to the clothes toys ought to wear
Right Couple: "Harry, can you 
feature taking one of those 
girls on a date?"
"Heck no, Bill, there's noth­
ing femininely appealing in them"

"It was a wonderful Christmas, 
Boh, I hope you like your new 
nightie as much as I like the 
pajamas you gave me. Do you 
still like playing wife?"
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From t i me  to t i m e  in the pas t  c e r t a i n  r e a d e r s  have  
o b j e c t e d  to my us e i ng  the  t e rm " S o r o r i t y ” and the  e x ­
press ions  " F e m m e n o t e " on my not e  p a p e r  and the  pr e f i x  
" f e m m e "  thi s  and t h a t  in w r i t i n g .  Those  who o b j e c t  to 
thi s  c l a i m  t h a t  we are t r y i n g  to out  f e m i n i n i z e  the born 
women,  t h a t  we e m p h a s i z e  such m a t t e r s  far  more  t han  
they do and t h a t  thi s  is undes i r e  a b l e .

I can  see wha t  t hey are t r y i ng  to say and f rom t h e i r  
l i m i t e d  po i n t  of view they are r i gh t ,  but  I am e q u a l l y  
sure t ha t  t hey do not  see t hese  m a t t e r s  f rom my p o i n t  of 
view and I f e e l  t h a t  wha t  I am t r y i n g  to do is both r i g h t  
and d e s i r e a b l e .  So l e t ’s e x a m i n e  i t .

What  is the  b i g g e s t  burden  a TV c a r r i e s ?  Gui l t  
abou t  his f e m i n i n e  i n t e r e s t .  If  one is to h e l p  h i m ge t  
r id of this l oad t he r e  are only two pos s i b l e  ways of do i ng  
i t .  Make hi m f o r ge t  his f e m i n i n e  i n t e r e s t  and t h e r e b y  
the n ec e s s i t y  for f e e l i n g  g u i l t y ,  or he l p  h i m to a c c e p t  
the r e a l i t y  and the  r eas on  for t hese  f e e l i n g s  and thus 
r e move  the root  of the g u i l t .  T h a t  is,  des t roy  the  ca u s e  
or modi fy  the e f f e c t .  S i nce  a l l  m e d i c a l  o p i n i o n  a g r e e s  
t h a t  d e s t r o y i n g  the  TV des i r e  is very u n l i k e l y ,  i t  l e a v e s  
us only the a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d .  How should we set  a b o u t  
thi s  ?

Wel l  obv i ous l y  one way would be e d u c a t i o n  of the 
TV to see t h a t  he is not  a l o n e  and t h a t  many  o t he r s  h av e  
the  same f e e l i n g s  and t ha t  such f e e l i n g s  do not  b rand  
h i m as a h o m o s e x u a l .  But thi s  does  not  do the  whol e  j ob 
b e c a u s e  he is s t i l l  l e f t  f e e l i n g  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  he is not  
a l o n e  he is s t i l l  i n  some vague  way a m i s f i t  and o u t c a s t  
but  t h a t  t he re  are a l o t  of o t he r  ou t ca s t s  to keep  h i m
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c o m p a n y .  Thi s  is not  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n .  We must  
go f u r t h e r  and g i ve  h i m some r a t i o n a l  r e as on  for his  
f e e l i n g s  and beyond  t h a t  we mus t  ma k e  hi m face  t hem 
in such a way t h a t  t hey  b e c o me  c o m m o n p l a c e  to h i m and 
not  s o m e t h i n g  to t ry to h i de  e ve n  f rom h i m s e l f .  If,  in 
e f f e c t ,  he me e t s  his f e m i n i n i t y  at  eve r y  t u rn  he is go i ng  
to h a v e  to l e a r n  to a c c e p t  i t  and d e a l  wi th i t .

Women d o n ’t h ave  to do a n y t h i n g  l i ke  t h i s .  They 
s t a r t  as baby gi r l s  and grow to a d u l t  women  wh e t h e r  t hey 
l i k e  i t  or no t .  They  d o n ’t h ave  to l e a r n  to a c c e p t  t h e i r  
f e m i n i n i t y  ( t ho  t hey  may  h a v e  to l e a r n  to a c c e p t  t h e i r  
m a s c u l i n i t y ) .  Thus  t h e r e  is no sense in c o m p a r i n g  this  
" f e m m e "  bus i ness  to the l i ves  of women .  In s p e a k i n g  of 
a " s o r o r i t y ” or " f e m m e d r e s s i n g "  e t c .  we are c r e a t i n g  an 
a t m o s p h e r e  or e n v i r o m e n t  in whi ch  the a c c e p t a n c e  of 
t he  f e m i n i n e  s ide  of o n e s e l f  not  only b e c o me s  d e s i r e a b l e  
and p os s i b l e  but  a l mo s t  n ec e s s a r y  s ince  we are be i ng  
r e mi n d e d  of i t  at  ev e r y  t u rn .

In a d d i t i o n  to thi s  r eason ,  we h ave  a mong  cross 
dresse r s  many  i n d i v i d u a l s  who cross dress for e r o t i c ,  
f e t i s h i s t i c ,  m a s o c h i s t i c ,  or o t he r  reasons  even  less ob­
vious ,  and who do not  s ubs c r i be  to nor f e e l  the r e a l i t y  
of t he  d o u b l e  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n c e p t .  I t  is to be e x p e c t e d  
t h a t  t hey  would  h a v e  no a p p r e c i a t i o n  for the f e m i n i n e  
e n v i r o m e n t  t h a t  I am r e f e r r i n g  t o .  For t hem the whole  
b i t  s tops wi th  t he  d r e s s i n g - - the c l o t h e s .  They are and 
wi l l  r e m a i n  m a l e s  in f e m a l e ’s ga r b .  They  d o n ’t f ee l ,  
a c t ,  or want  to be f e m i n i n e .  To such per sons  the f r e ­
q u e n t  e mp h a s i s  of the f e m i n i n e  i d e a  wi l l  not  only be 
b o r i n g  bu t  w i l l  a p p e a r  to be r i d i c u l o u s - - thus  t h e i r  c o m ­
p l a i n t s .  But i t  is not  for t hese  per sons  t h a t  thi s  c o n c e p t  
has  bee n  d e v e l o p e d .

For t hose  I V s  of the  FP t ype  the do i ng  of f e m i n i n e  
t h i ngs ,  us i ng  f e m i n i n e  words,  ex p r e s s i n g  f e m i n i n e  i deas  
and f e m i n i n e  forms  of s pee ch  can  h e l p  to g r a d u a l l y  wear  
down the l oad  of g u i l t  and s hame  whi ch he bears  by the 
s i mp l e  a t t r i t i o n  of r e p e t i t i o n .  Gr a d u a l l y ,  a f t e r  using 
t hese  words and i d e a s  so much  he f inds  h i m s e l f  r e c o g ­
n i z i n g  hi s  own f e m m e s e l f  and a c c e p t i n g  he r .  When this 
occur s  we have  won the  b a t t l e  for a g u i l t  f ree soul .  This 
is a f t e r  a l l  the t ask t h a t  TRANS VEST IA s t a r t ed  out  to
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per f o r m and to me i t  r e a l l y  ma k e s  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  
what  means  are used to a c h i e v e  t h a t  e n d .  Th i s  " f e m m e -  
e m p h a s i s ” i f  you p l e a s e ,  is one m e a n s  we are  t r y i n g  but  
t he r e  are  o t h e r s . *

It  is not  by a c c i d e n t  t h a t  t hose  who h a v e  mos t  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  m e t  t he  c h a l l e n g e  of a c c e p t i n g  t h e i r  f u l l  
p e r s o n a l i t y  are  to be found a mo n g  the  m e m b e r s  of FPE.
I t  was p l a n n e d  t h a t  way .  Thi s  is not  to say t h a t  t h e r e  
are not  i n d i v i d u a l s  who are  s e l f  a c c e p t i n g  and who a r e  
not  me mb e r s  of FPE, bu t  i t  does  m e a n  t h a t  t hose  who 
have  d e c i d e d  to j o i n  h a v e  been  t hose  who h av e  e i t h e r  
a l r e a d y  ma d e  g r e a t  p rogr es s  in t he  d i r e c t i o n  of a c c e p t ­
i ng  t h e i r  whol e  s e l f  or who h a v e  b e c o m e  a war e  of t he  
des i r e  to a r r i v e  a t  t h a t  s t a t e .

It  ¿takes a l i t t l e  do i ng  to ge t  to t he  s t a g e  of d e v e l o p ­
m e n t  where  one f e e l s  t h a t  he want s  to t ak e  t h i s  s t e p .
Many have  w r i t t e n  and said t h a t  t hey  would  l i k e  to j o i n  
FPE but  f e l t  t h a t  t hey  "were  not  q u i t e  r e ad y  for  i t  y e t ” . 
Then  some mont hs  or a y e a r  l a t e r  t hey  h ave  f e l t  t h a t  
t hey had p rog r es s ed  far  enough  and t h a t  t hey  we re  " r e a d y "  
and have  j o i n e d .

So the bu r d e n  of thi s  e d i t o r i a l  is t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  
s p ea k i n g  those  who h ave  poked  fun a t  t he  i d e a  of FPE 
and of f e m m e t e r m s  e t c .  h av e  b e e n  those  who d i d n ’t see 
what  the purpose  w a s - - t h a t  of c r e a t i n g  a p r o p e r  f e m i n i n e  
a t m o s p h e r e  in whi ch  the  i n d i v i d u a l  was e n c o u r a g e d  to 
f e e l  t h a t  his f e m i n i n e  s ide was wa n t e d ,  a c c e p t e d  and 
e n c o u r a g e d  by other s ,  and in wh i ch  he  cou l d  f e e l  " a t  
h o m e " ,  or t hey were  i n d i v i d u a l s  of mor e  l i m i t e d  o u t ­
look to b e g i n  wi th and thus  u n a b l e  to u n d e r s t a n d  and 
a c c e p t  e i t h e r  the  ba s i c  p r e mi s e  or t he  r o u t e s  to i t s  a-  
ch i e  v e m e n t .

As o t her s  h a v e  p o i n t e d  out  t h e r e  a re  two g e n e r a l  
kinds  of m a l e s  i n t e r e s t e d  in cross  d r e s s i n g .  Those  who 
have  a f e e l i n g  for the  f e m i n i n e  g e n d e r  r o l e ,  and t hose  
who are f i x a t e d  on the f e t i s h i s t i c ,  e r o t i c  l e v e l  where  
the c l o t h e s  s i mp l y  serve  to s t i m u l a t e  and s a t i s f y  t he  
m a s c u l i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y  and do n o t h i n g  to u n l o c k ,  r e l e a s e  
or aid in t he d e v e l o p m e n t  of a f e m i n i n e  p e r s o n a l i t y .  Thi s  
is too bad s i nce  t h e r e  is a f e m i n i n e  s ide  to a l l  of  us e v e n  
i f  i t  is u n r e c o g n i z e d  or d e n i e d .
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TRANSVESTIA ca n  be e i t h e r  j us t  an i n f o r m a t i o n  and 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  t ype  m a g a z i n e  l i ke  LIFE or i t  can be a 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  t ype  and s p o k e s ma n  for our group .  I d o n ' t  
m e a n  so much  t h a t  t he  m a g a z i n e  i t s e l f  wi l l  be spokesman,  
as I do t h a t  i t  ca n  be t he  me a n s  of g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
a b o u t  our f i e l d  of i n t e r e s t  for f u r t h e r  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  by 
any a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a n s .

T h e r e  is much  i n f o r m a t i o n  to be g a t h e r e d .  The 
q u e s t i o n a i r e  sent  out  to ne a r l y  e v e r y b o d y  is a case  in 
p o i n t .  I f  you h a v e n ' t  r e t u r n e d  one p l e a s e  do as I want  
to h a v e  500 of t hes e  to h i t  the m e d i c a l  p ro f es s i on  wi th .  
Maybe  t h a t  wi l l  be a big enough  no i se .

But a p a r t  f rom the  va r i ous  h i s t o r i c a l  and d e v e l o p e -  
m e n t a l  a s p e c t s  of TVi sm as c o v e r e d  in the q u e s t i o n a i r e  
t h e r e  is a n o t h e r  very i m p o r t a n t  f i e l d .  The  head  shr inker s  
h a v e  t h e i r  own i d e a s  as to WHY we do thi s  and many of 
t h e i r  i d e a s  are  c o n t r a d i c t e d  by the r e su l t s  of the q u e s t ­
i o n a i r e .  However ,  d e s t r o y i n g  t h e i r  i d e a s  is only h a l f  
t he  s tory,  we h a v e  to f ind out  for ou r s e l ve s  what  the mo ­
t i v a t i o n s  and s a t i s f a c t i o n s  a r e .  Thi s  should h e l p  us in 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  ou r s e l ve s ,  but  i t  wi l l  a l so  go hand in hand 
wi th  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  of t he q u e s t i o n a i r e  in h e l p i n g  others 
to u n d e r s t a n d  us t oo .  I, t h e r e f o r e ,  e l i c i t  your  c o o p e ­
r a t i o n .  P l e a s e  do a l i t t l e  i n t r o s p e c t i v e  t h i n k i n g  and try 
to c o me  up wi t h  wha t  r e a l l y p r o v i d e s  the  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to 
you in cross  dress ing.  What  does t he  t e m p o r a r y  adop t i on  
of f e m m e a t t i r e  r e a l l y  do for you .  I e m p h a s i z e  re a l l y be­
c a u s e  I am as awa r e  as you are of a l l  t he old s i mp l e  off- 
t h e -  top answers  a b o u t  c o m f o r t ,  co l o r ,  e t c .  I know there 
a r e  d e e p e r  r e as ons  and I want  to f ind t hem out ,  so please 
h e l p  my e f f o r t s  in  t h i s  way.  Wr i t e  on a s e p a r a t e  shee t  
p l e a s e ....................................... . Th a n k s ,  V i r g i n i a
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Hints and Helps
I r e c e n t l y  found in a s tore  some a n k l e  h i gh  nyl ons  

wi th an e l a s t i c  t op .  Thes e  are i n t e n d e d  for w e a r i n g  
under  c apr i s ,  e t c .  to avo i d  t he  n e c e s s i t y  of a g a r t e r  
be l t  or g i r d l e .  However ,  t hey  p r o v i d e  one of those  
s i t u a t i o n s  where  f e m m e t h i n g s  ca n  be worn by a m a n .  I 
see no r eas on  why a man  shoul d  not  wear  t hese  for socks .  
They  are the  r i g h t  l e n g t h  and of cour se  l ook j u s t  l i k e  
dark skin,  and are t h i n .  What  say t h a t  we h a v e  to wear  
«lark co l o r e d  or c r a z y  de s i g n e d  wool  socks?  I t h i nk  thi s  
is a p l a c e  to b r e a k  out  of t he  t r a c e s .

I r e c e n t l y  a t t e n d e d  a f a s h i on  show (as Vi r g i n i a )  but  
a mong  the  mo d e l s  was a m a l e  m o d e l  showing some new 
i t e m s  for m e n .  Among  t hem was a p a i r  of s t i r r u p  s t r e t c h  
pan t s .  Thi s  s t r uck  me as a l m o s t  a f i r s t .  The  m o v e m e n t  
of me n s we a r  i n t o  the w o m e n ’s f i e l d  is an old t h i ng ,  bu t  
thi s  is abou t  the  f i r s t  t i me  I ’d s een s o m e t h i n g  o r i g i n a l l y  
des i gned  for women  move  i n t o  the m e n ' s  wear  f i e l d  wi t h  
l i t t l e  to d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  e x c e p t  the  l a r g e r  s i z e .  Jus t  one 
more  i n d i c a t i o n  of the " r u n n i n g  t o g e t h e r "  of t he  g e n d e r  
r o l e s .

Summer  t i me  is a ho t  t i me  over  mos t  of t he  co u n t r y  
and a t i me  t h a t  TVs o f t e n  h av e  to " l a y  o f f " b e c a u s e  of 
the  t e n d e n c y  to p e r s p i r e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  too many  TVs 
f ee l  t h a t  t hey mus t  use some sor t  of  g r easy  ma k e  up 
f o u n d a t i o n  or l o t i o n  whi ch  co a t s  the skin wi th an i m ­
pe r v i ous  oi ly  c o a t i n g .  A p e r s p i r e i n g  skin has a hard  
t i me  wi th thi s  and the p e r s p i r a t i o n  j u s t  beads  up,  c a k e s  
the  powder  and looks  and f ee l s  t e r r i b l e .  May I r e c o m 
mend for s u mme r  use Max F a c t o r ’s (or  any o t he r  s i m i l a r  
p roduc t )  P a n c a k e  ma k e  up.  Apply i t  wi th a wet  n a t u r a l  
sponge .  Being dry and a p p l i e d  wi th  m o i s t u r e  t h e r e  is no 
s k i n - s e a l i n g  oi ly f i l m .  You may  p e r s p i r e ,  but  you can  
b l o t  i t  off wi th a t i s sue  and i t  wont  ma k e  mud wi th  your  
powde r .  Happy S u m m e r ...........V i r g i n i a
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EDITORIAL
EMANATIONS

I. OUESTI ONAIRES: I h a v e  for some t i me  been
s e n d i n g  our q u e s t i o n a i r e s  to a l l  new r e a d e r s  who have  
no t  r e c e i v e d  t h e m .  Many of t hes e  have  been  r e turned,  
but  i f  you h a v e  one whi ch  you h a v e n ’t g o t t e n  around to 
r e t u r n i n g  p l e a s e  do so.  I have  n e a r l y  400 of t hem now, 
but  am h o p i n g  t h a t  I ca n  ge t  t o g e t h e r  500 of t hem as a 
n i c e  round f i g u r e  to i mp r e s s  t he  m e d i c a l  wor ld wi t h .  
Doc t o r s  d o n ' t  pay mu c h  a t t e n t i o n  to the  i d e a s  of n on­
m e d i c a l  pe r sons  you know,  and the only way you can 
ma k e  y o u r s e l f  h e a r d  is to ge t  so much  e v i d e n c e  t ha t  
t hey  c a n ’t e n t i r e l y  brush you a s i d e .  So I ' m  t r y i ng  to 
do wha t  I c a n  to m a k e  our s tory h ea r d  in the p rope r  
p l a c e s ,  but  I n ee d  your  h e l p  in p r o v i d i n g  the s t a t i s t i c s .  
So i f  you h a v e n ’t r e t u r n e d  your  q u e s t i o n a i r e  p l e a s e  do 
so and i f  you ne v e r  got  one p l e a s e  l e t  me know and I 
wi l l  send you a n o t h e r .  No n ame  need be put  on i t ,  so 
you d o n ' t  h a v e  to f e a r  for s e c u r i t y .

I I .  ANNOUNCEMENT: C l i p s h e e t  #17 has now ap p e a r e d
and b e e n  sen t  to those  wi th s t an d i n g  s u b s c r i p t i o n s .  I 
t h o u g h t  t h a t  t hose  of you who order  one a t  a t i me  would 
l i k e  to know i t  was a v a i l a b l e .  TV-TALES #3 is a l so out .  
The  good old FEMMEMIRROR is s t i l l  go i ng  s t rong and #31 
has  j u s t  bee n  m a i l e d .  Those  of you who do not  have  
much  c o n t a c t  wi th  o t he r s  should subs c r i be  to the FEMME 
MIRROR as i t  is a me a n s  of mo n t h l y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  wi th 
o t he r s  and t h e i r  i d e a s .  It  ca n  do much  to b r e ak  the 
m o n o t o n y  of your  l o n e l i n e s s  and the l ong  2 mont hs  b e ­
t we e n  TRANSVESTIA .

I I I .  NAMES AND PHONE NUMBERS; A number  of 
r e a d e r s ,  c o m i n g  to Los Ange l e s  have  t r i ed  to make  co n ­
t a c t  wi t h  m e .  T h e r e  is a Ch a r l e s  P r i n c e  and a Cheva l i e r  
Book S to r e  in the p hone  book.  Ne i t h e r  has a n y t h i n g  to 
do wi t h  m e .  Vi s i t o r s  h a v e  c o n t a c t e d  t hem both and they



are conf used  and a b i t  pu t  out  a b o u t  such c o n t a c t s .  My 
phone n u mb er  is,  for obvi ous  r eas ons ,  an u n l i s t e d  one .
If you wi l l  wr i t e  be f or e  your  a r r i v a l  and t e l l  me where  
you wi l l  be s t a y i n g  and when,  I wi l l  t ry to c a l l  you i f  
at  a l l  pos s i b l e  and we can  have  a c h a t .  But I c a n  a l ways  
read the m a i l  t he same day i t  a r r i v e s  a t  the  box,  so 
d o n ’t e x p e c t  me to r e c e i v e  the m a i l  Fr i day  mori -nign and 
c a l l  you Fr i day  n i g h t .  Give me a l i t t l e  wa r n i n g  and I ’l l  
t ry to a r r a n g e  to do so.

IV.  MY APOLOGIES: On page  48 of TVi a  #27 t h e r e
a p p e a r  two p i c t u r e s  at  t he  top of t he  page  m a r k e d  ’’Miss 
X ” . I would l i k e  you to know t h a t  she has  i d e n t i f i e d  
h e r s e l f  and the pi cs  are  those  of Rhonda,  4 7 - G - l .  They  
are  n i ce  p i cs  and she de s e r v e s  to be i d e n t i f i e d .  How­
eve r ,  the  r eas on  for the  t r o u b l e  was t h a t  he r  n a m e  was 
not  on the bac k  of the p i cs ,  and I, not  knowi ng  t h a t ,  
put  t hem in the "Pi cs  to P r i n t "  f i l e  and t hr ew the a c ­
c o m p a n y i n g  l e t t e r  away .  So, to avo i d  a n o n y m i t y  for 
anyone ,  p l e a s e  mar k  your  f e m m e n a m e  and c ode  n u m b e r  
on the  pi cs  so i t  wont  h a p p e n  to you .  So sorry Rhonda .

INTERESTING IDEA, WILL YOU HELP?

Some a mo n g s t  us have  e x p r e s s e d  the i d e a  t h a t  b e ­
cause  we are n o n - c o n f o r m i s t  in our g e n d e r  e x p r e s s i o n  
t h a t  we would be found to be p o l i t i c a l l y  l i b e r a l  and 
p r oba b l y  more  D e m o c r a t i c  t han  R e p u b l i c a n .

Others  have  a r gued  t h a t  s i nce  to be c o n s e r v a t i v e  in 
t he  s tyl e  of Go l d wa t e r  is in i t s e l f  n o n - c o n f o r m i s t  in 
1964’s p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  and in a sense ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  
and t h a t  s i nce  TVs are  i n t e r e s t e d  in t he  r i gh t s  of the 
i n d i v i d u a l  as opposed to g o v e r n m e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s  t h a t  we 
are  p r o b a b l y  Re p u b l i c a n  in m a j o r i t y .

Everybody else is t ak i n g  pol l s ,  l e t s  see wha t  we can  
do.  L e t ’s a l l  t ake  a 3 x 5 ca rd  and wr i t e  on i t  "I am a 
TV and I am a r e g i s t e r e d  R e p u b l i c a n  or D e m o c r a t  I p l a n
to vote  f o r ____________________ in N o v e m b e r .  No n a me s  are
n eces s a r y ,  but  do i t  now and send i t  i n  so I can  h a v e  an 
answer  for the Oc t o b e r  i ssue of T V i a .  Who knows,  we 
mi g h t  i n f l u e n c e  a n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n ,  how ab o u t  t h a t ?  
P l e a s e  do i t  now so you wont  f o r g e t .....................V i r g i n i a
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N O T I CE i_ Use of the "Person to Person" column is lim­
i t ed to members  of FPE and to those wi l l ing to f i l l  out 
a per sonal  i n fo rma t i on  form which wi l l  be sent  on re-
gues t .  Address al l  answers to adds appear ing here to: 
"CONTACT" 4924 W. Pico Blvd. Los Angeles 19, Cal i f .

30-R-2 FPE TV, 31, like to oorres, with and meet
others in central New Jersey RUTHIE

35-S-2 FPE Long time but unpracticed FP like to corres.
and meet members of Beta & Theta chapters 
and any other FPs in Ohio LAURA

SPECIAL PRICE
2 for $4.99 

ONLY IF
YOU MENTION 
THIS AD IN

TRANSVESTIA

WHITE
COLORS: BLACK

SMALL
SIZES: MEDIUM

LARGE

MAIL CHECK, MONEY ORDER 
OR CASH TO:

507 FIFTH AVENUE N.V.C.

(
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA is c o m p o s e d  p r i m a r i l y  of  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t ­
t ed  by i t s  r e a d e r s .  F i c t i o n ,  a r t i c l e s ,  c a s e  h i s t o r i e s ,  
p o e m s ,  p i c t u r e s - - a l l  a r e  w e l c o m e . «  T h e  g r e a t e r  t he  
v a r i e t y  of  m a t e r i a l  t he  m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  t he  m a g a z i n e  
w i l l  b e .  M a t e r i a l  is s o l i c t e d  fo r  p u b l i c a t i o n  on t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  b a s i s :
1. Al l  p r i n t e d  m a t e r i a l  of  one  p a g e  or m o r e  w i l l  be p a i d  
for  a t  t h e  r a t e  of  $1 p e r  p a g e  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
p i c t u r e s .  T h e  E d i t o r  m u s t  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c u t  or 
e d i t  s u b m i t t e d  m a t e r i a l  for  s u i t a b i l i t y  and p a y m e n t  w i l l  
t h e r e f o r e  be m a d e  on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  f i n a l  p r i n t e d  p a g e .  
No p a y m e n t  w i l l  be  m a d e  for  m a t e r i a l  l e s s  t h a n  2 / 3
of  a p a g e  wh i c h  w i l l  c o u n t  as one  p a g e .  P a y m e n t  w i l l  be 
m a d e  a f t e r  m a t e r i a l  a p p e a r s  i n  p r i n t .  M a n u s c r i p t s  w i l l  
n o t  be  b o u g h t  in a d v a n c e .
2 .  S u b m i t t e d  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  n o t  be  r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  
r e q u e s t e d  and s t a m p e d  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .
3.  O f f - c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  n o t  be  p r i n t e d  and s h o u l d  
t h e r e f o r e  no t  be s u b m i t t e d .  T h e  E d i t o r  r e s e r v e s  t h e  
r i g h t  to be  s o l e  j u d g e  of  s u i t a b i l i t y  and t o  e d i t  a l t e r ,  
d e l e t e  or r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  wh e n  i t  is d e e m e d  t o  be in
t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e .

***********

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES

To p r o t e c t  t h e  m a g a z i n e  and  i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f r o m 
t h e  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  or f o o l i s h  a c t s  of  a f ew i t  
i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i m i t  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s e r v i c e  to  
t h o s e  who h a v e  b e e n  on t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t  for  a t i m e  
and  who h a v e  b e e n  s c r e e n e d .  I f  y ou  wi sh  t o  use t h i s  
s e r v i c e  ask for  t h e  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  Re t u r n  
i t  wi t h  t h e  $5 r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e .  I f  a c c e p t e d  t h i s  $5  
b e c o m e s  a d v a n c e  p a y m e n t  for  ads  ($2)  or an s we r s  ($1) 
a t  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .  M e m b e r  of  Phi  Pi  E p s i l o n  n e e d  no 
f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and ma y  use t h e  s e r v i c e  by p a y i n g  
t h e  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .

Ads for  GOODS AND SERVICES a l s o  a c c e p t e d ,  ask  for
r a t e s
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