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PurposQ of TransvQsiia

TRANSVESTIA is dedicated to the needs of those heterosexual persons 
who have become aware of their “ other s ide“  and seek to express it. 
The magazine provides—

EDUCATION - ENTERTAINMENT - EXPRESSION 
to help its readers achieve—

UNDERSTANDING - SELF ACCEPTANCE - PEACE OF MIND

in place of the loneliness, fear and se l f  condemnation they have known 
for too long.

TRANSVESTIA does not condemn nor judge the fields of homosexuality, 
bondage, domination or fetishism. These are left to others to develop. 
They are not part of the areas of interest of this magazine.

TRANSVESTIA seeks to gather information and to disseminate it to 
interested persons in the medical, legal counseling and scientific pro­
fessions to further their knowledge about this little understood field.

r r r a w r i n r r r o w i m r r i m m n r g w r r g T r m
THE COVER DESIGN

The cover design symbolizes the philosophy of this publication. T1 | 
head, divided diagonally, represents our two sides - mind (Wisdom) an 
face (Beauty).

The lateral curving line portrays the ancient Chinese duality of the “ Yang 
(masculinity) and the “ Yin“  (feminity) - the two aspects of human nature j

The total symbolism indicates the wholeness of a human being - not all\ 
masculine - mind and reason, abstract and unseen - and not all feminine- 
beauty, desireability, and appearance, but rather an integration of both. 
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A “ SAYING“  OF JESUS

“ When you make the two one...and when you make the MALE AND THE 
FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE...then shall you enter the kingdom”.

From the Gospel According to St. Thomas.
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Q u n . l e a d i n g  l a d y .



by Debbie Lee (32-R-9 ) FPE

I t  f e e l s  funny to  s i t  down to  w r i t e  o n e ' s  own 
l i f e .  I t ' s  l i k e  w r i t i n g  t h o s e  " tr u e  c o n f e s s i o n s "  
and knowing t h a t  h u n d r e d s ,  p erh a p s  th ou san d  o f  p e o p l e ,  
TV's and non-T V 's  w i l l  be i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  d a ta  w h ic h ,  
u n t i l  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a y e a r  a g o ,  was h e ld  w i t h i n  me as  
my d e e p e s t  s e c r e t .  Of c o u r s e  I  am a t r a n s v e s t i t e  and 
I  t h in k  I  have b een  one a l l  my l i f e .  But b e f o r e  I  go  
i n t o  h i s t o r y ,  l e t  me i n t r o d u c e  m y s e l f :  name: D eb b ie  - 
m arried  -  s e v e r a l  c h i l d r e n  - s i x - f o o t e r  -  m a s c u l in e  
lo o k in g  i n  male c l o t h e s  -  n o t  bad a t  a l l  when b e in g  
D ebbie  ( a t  l e a s t  I  p h o to g r a p h  f a i r l y  w e l l )  -  I  w i s h  
I  w e r e n ' t  m arried  - -  and I  w is h  I  w ere  a few  in c h e s  
s h o r t e r  - -  and o f  c o u r s e  a few  ( q u i t e  a few ) y e a r s  
y o u n g e r .  I  am t a k in g  e l e c t r o l y s i s  -  and I  d r e s s  
e v e r y  s i n g l e  day o f  th e  w eek . I  am v e r y  happy when  
d r e s s e d  and my g r e a t e s t  j o y s  come when I  am a b l e  on ce  
i n  a w h i l e  t o  s t a y  d r e s s e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s .  I  w is h  
I  c o u ld  s t a y  d r e s s e d  th e  r e s t  o f  my l i f e .

My f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  a b o u t  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  g o e s  
back t o  th e  age  o f  10 . I t  i s  v i v i d  i n  my mind b e ­
c a u s e  my m other g a v e  me a s e v e r e  b e a t i n g  when s h e  
found me i n  my bed -room  p a r a d in g  around i n  my s i s t e r ' s  
c l o t h e s .  Of c o u r s e  n e i t h e r  th e  b e a t i n g  n or  h er  w arn ­
in g s  d id  any g o o d . I  k e p t  s t e a l i n g  c l o t h e s  from s i s  
who was two y e a r s  y o u n g e r ,  and h id  them i n  th e  a t t i c  
and th e  hay l o f t .  As you may g a t h e r ,  we l i v e d  i n  a 
s m a l l  farm. The h a y l o f t  was my w o r ld  and I  s p e n t  
many happy h ours  t h e r e  w e a r in g  my t r e a s u r e s .  My 
f o l k s  w ere p o o r ,  w i t h o u t  much e d u c a t i o n  and e x t r e m e ly  
s t r i c t  w i t h  us c h i l d r e n .  I  grew  up w i t h  2 s i s t e r s  
and a b r o t h e r ,  and as  f a r  a s  I  can  t e l l ,  none o f  them  
were aware o f  my i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  w ear g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s .
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U n l ik e  my y ou n ger  b r o t h e r  I  was a mamma's boy and 
I  was v e r y  much o f  a s i s s y .  I  h a te d  t o  p l a y  rou gh  
gam es, d i s l i k e d  i n t e n s e l y  a l l  k in d s  o f  s p o r t s  and 
from g rad e  s c h o o l  on I  n e v e r  g o t  o u t  o f  th e  s i s s y  
c a t e g o r y .  My g r e a t e s t  d e s i r e  was to  s e e ,  t o u c h  and 
f e e l  n e x t  t o  my body a n y t h in g  w i t h  l a c e  and r u f f l e s ,  
p r e f e r a b l y  o f  s a t i n  or  t a f f e t a .  I  g u e s s  my TV b e g i n ­
n in g s  must have b een  f e t i s h i s t i c  b e c a u s e  I  remember 
how much I  lo v e d  t o  wear my s i s t e r ' s  b lo o m ers  and 
f o n d le  and c u d d le  th e  l a c e s  and s a t i n s  n e x t  t o  my 
s k i n .  I  must p o i n t  o u t  how ever t h a t  t h e r e  n e v e r  was 
any s e x u a l  r e a c t i o n  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  my d r e s s i n g .

Betw een th e  a g e s  o f  10 6c 13 I  became one o f  th e  
b e s t  a l t a r  boys i n  our  community under th e  t u t o r s h i p  
o f  nuns where I  was a t t e n d i n g  a c a t h o l i c  s c h o o l .  I  
was th e  one who a lw a y s  v o l u n t e e r e d  when t h e r e  was a 
c a l l  f o r  a l t a r  b o y s .  What t h e y  d id  n o t  know was t h a t  
my e a g e r n e s s  was n o t  th e  r e s u l t  o f  f a i t h  o r  d eep  r e ­
l i g i o u s  f e e l i n g ,  w hat I  lo v e d  w ere th e  l a c y  s u r p l i c e s  
and th e  s a t i n  c a s s o c k s .  And e v e r y t im e  I  wore t h o s e  
garm ents I  would make b e l i e v e  I  was w e a r in g  g i r l ' s  
c l o t h e s .  T here  I  w a s ,  a l l  d r e s s e d  up, w a lk in g  a l l  
around th e  c h u rch  i n  f r o n t  o f  e v e r y b o d y ,  v e r y  proud  
i n  my l o v e l y  l a c e s  and th e  s w is h y  s a t i n .  Wonder 
what th e  nuns and p r i e s t s  w ould  have done i f  t h e y  
c o u ld  have read  my h e a r t !  I  t h i n k  t h a t  from t h a t  
t im e on I  d e v e lo p e d  a d e s i r e  t o  show o f f  i n  d r e s s e s  
and t h i s  must have l e d  me t o  th e  w o r ld  o f  show b u s ­
i n e s s  o f  w h ich  I  l a t e r  became a p a r t .

A t th e  end o f  my 1 3 th  y e a r ,  th e  good nuns f e l t  
t h a t  I  was d e s t i n e d  t o  become a p r i e s t .  How e l s e  
c o u ld  th e y  e x p l a i n  my l o v e  f o r  s u r p l i c e s  and c a s s o c k s !  
So o f f  I  w ent t o  a Sem in ary .  Of c o u r s e  I  c o u l d n ' t  
d r e s s  t h e r e ,  b u t  th e  s u r p l i c e s  and s a t i n  c a s s o c k s ,  
a l t e r e d  by my v i v i d  i m a g i n a t i o n ,  became l o v e l y  f r o c k s  
and d r e s s e s .  N e e d le s s  t o  s a y ,  th e  few  t im e s  we p u t  
on a p la y  on th e  s t a g e  I  managed t o  g e t  a f e m in in e  
r o l e ,  a l t h o u g h  some o f  th e  p l e a s u r e  was gon e  inasm uch  
as we were n o t  a l lo w e d  t o  w ear l i n g e r i e  under th e  
d r e s s  and had t o  p u t  up w i t h  our s ta n d a r d  m a s c u l in e
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underw ear. H o r r ib le  i n c o n g r u i t y !

F i n a l l y  I  became fe d  up w i t h  se m in a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  
and became i n p a t i e n t  t o  g e t  away and go back t o  my 
h a y l o f t .  So a t  th e  end o f  my s i x t h  y e a r  one e v e n t  
h e lp e d  me t o  g e t  away. I t  was my f i r s t  s e x u a l  e x ­
p e r i e n c e .  I  d i s c o v e r e d  I  l i k e d  g i r l s  a l o t ,  b u t  th e  
good f a t h e r s  to o k  a d is m a l  v i e w  o f  my d i s c o v e r y  and 
d e c id e d  th e  Sem inary  c o u ld  e x i s t  v e r y  n i c e l y  w i t h o u t  
me. So I  was now 18 y e a r s  o ld  and r e t u r n e d  home.
But t h a t  same y e a r  a c i r c u s  came t o  town. I  heard  
th e y  were lo o k in g  f o r  m u s ic ia n s  and s i n c e  I  had 
l e a r n e d  th e  c l a r i n e t  and th e  saxop h on e  I  p r o c e e d e d  
to  a p p ly  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  i n  th e  band. I  was h i r e d  and 
when th e  c i r c u s  moved on I  moved on w i t h  i t  l e a v i n g  
b eh in d  my s m a l l  I n d ia n a  town and my p r i v a t e  p a r a d i s e  
i n  th e  h a y l o f t .  From town t o  town I  t r a v e l e d  w ith ,  
th e  c i r c u s  and p la y e d  i n  th e  band, b u t  th e  s i g h t  o f  
a l l  th e  b e a u t i f u l  co s tu m es  a l l  around me was d r i v i n g  
me c r a z y .  How I  w ish e d  I  c o u ld  d r e s s  up! Of c o u r s e  
I  would have n e v e r  dared  t e l l  some o f  th e  c i r c u s  
g i r l s  o f  my d e s i r e s ,  s o  I  d id  th e  n e x t  b e s t  t h i n g :
I  became f r i e n d l y  w i t h  th e  c lo w n s .  A t l e a s t  th e y  
c o u ld  wear c o l o r f u l  c o s tu m es  w i t h  r u f f l e s ,  and l a c e  
and s a t i n  and made-up f a c e s !  P r e t t y  s o o n  I  was a 
good p a l  o f  one " S o r r o w fu l  Sam". Soon he to o k  me 
under h i s  w ing  and p r o c e e d e d  t o  t e a c h  me a c lo w n  
r o u t i n e .  I  was n o t  a v e r y  good c lo w n  b u t  good enough  
to  become a r e g u l a r  p e r fo r m e r .  I t  was a happy moment 
when I  p u t  on f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  my c l o w n ' s  a t t i r e . . .  
I  s t i l l  remember i t :  i t  was w h i t e  s a t i n  w i t h  b ig
red  p o lk a  d o t s  and r u f f l e s  and l a c e s  around th e  c o l ­
l a r ,  s l e e v e s  and a n k l e s .

For a y e a r  or  s o  t h i s  was my l i f e ,  a happy l i f e .  
Then we r e a c h e d  C h icago  f o r  a s ix - m o n t h  s t a n d  a t  th e  
C entury  o f  P r o g r e s s  -  th e  C h ica g o  F a i r .  And you  
g u e s s e d  i t .  Here I  met f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  my l i f e  
t h o s e  ( t o  me, th e n )  b e a u t i f u l  c r e a t u r e s  c a l l e d  fe m a le  
im p e r s o n a t o r s .  They, w i t h  th e  famous S a l l y  Rand, had 
t h e i r  own show a t  th e  F a i r  and s o o n  I  was a f r e q u e n t  
v i s i t o r  and f r i e n d .  J u s t  im a g in e  my f e e l i n g s  s e e i n g
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a l l  t h a t  g l i t t e r  and gowns and l i n g e r i e .  I  was o n ly  
20 y e a r s  o ld  and I  was a p r e t t y  b o y ,  s t i l l  v e r y  much 
o f  a s i s s y ,  j u s t  o o z in g  f e m i n i n i t y .  And o f  c o u r s e  
i t  had to  happen . One day th e y  d r e s s e d  me up from  
th e  s k i n  o u t ,  and I  am c o n v in c e d  t h a t  no human b e in g  
can  p o s s i b l y  e x p e r i e n c e  a t h r i l l  s o  i n t e n s e ,  s o  f a n ­
t a s t i c a l l y  d e v a s t a t i n g ,  ( s o  i n d e s c r i b a b l y  d e l i c i o u s )  
as th e  t h r i l l  f e l t  by a TV when he g e t s  f u l l y  d r e s s e d  
f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e .  That i s  w hat I  f e l t  when I  s t o o d  
i n  f r o n t  o f  a m ir r o r  and saw D eb b ie  f o r  th e  f i r s t  
t im e .  To me, sh e  was th e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  g i r l  i n  th e  
w o r ld ,  t h i s  d e s p i t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  I  was b i g g e r  and 
t a l l e r  th an  m ost o f  my new -fou n d  im p e r s o n a to r  f r i e n d s .  
They b a p t i z e d  me as  D e b b ie ,  th e  Amazon B o m b s h e l l ,  and  
t h i s  i s  th e  way t h e y  b i l l e d  me.

When th e  c i r c u s  l e f t  C h ica g o  t h e r e  was one c lo w n  
l e s s  i n  th e  tr o u p e  and one a d d i t i o n a l  fe m a le  im p e r ­
s o n a t o r  i n  C h ic a g o .  S in c e  I  d id  n o t  have  an a c t  nor  
r o u t i n e  t o  p er fo rm  on th e  s t a g e ,  t h e y  g a v e  me a j o b  
as a barmaid i n  th e  same h a l l  w here th e  im p e r s o n a t o r s  
p u t  on t h e i r  show. I  m ust have  done a good j o b  o f  
i t ,  b e c a u s e  a f t e r  we l e f t  t h e  F a ir  I  was a g a i n  a 
barmaid a t  The Red Door i n  Calum et C i t y ,  I l l i n o i s .
My f r i e n d s  k e p t  p r o d d in g  me i n t o  d e v e l o p i n g  an a c t  
and f i n a l l y  I  made my d e b u t  on s t a g e  a t  Club 48 as  
a " H i l l b i l l y  B r id e " .  What a t h r i l l  e v e r y t im e  I  w en t  
on s t a g e ,  and w hat a t h r i l l  t o  s e e  my name o u t s i d e .

For a b o u t  two y e a r s  we t r a v e l e d  from town t o  town  
and f i n a l l y  we made th e  F ren ch  Q u a r te r  i n  New O r le a n s .  
E v e r y th in g  was r o s y  and happy , b u t  f a t e  had o t h e r  
d e s i g n s  on my l i f e .  A t e r r i b l e  f i r e  brok e  o u t  and 
I  l o s t  e v e r y t h i n g  I  owned. The sh o c k  was t o o  g r e a t  
and I  f e l t  t h a t  th e  w h o le  w o r ld  had crum bled  under  
me. So f e e l i n g  d e f e a t e d ,  I  w en t  back  home and s e t ­
t l e d  down t o  a more m a s c u l in e  ty p e  o f  l i f e .

My f o l k s  w ere g e t t i n g  on i n  y e a r s  and r e a l l y  
n eeded  h e lp  on th e  farm . A t no t im e  d id  my p a r e n t s  
become aware o f  my l o v e  f o r  women’s c l o t h e s .  My 
m other seemed t o  have f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  one i n c i d e n t  
i n  my c h i l d h o o d .  And s o ,  I  met a GG and we g o t
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m a r r ie d .  We had a boy and a g i r l .  A f t e r  a few  y e a r s  
I  t o l d  my w i f e  o f  my TV d e s i r e s  and s h e ,  somewhat  
r e l u c t a n t l y ,  a l lo w e d  me t o  d r e s s  on r a r e  o c c a s i o n s .
Of c o u r s e  th e  c h i l d r e n  n e v e r  d id  l e a r n  o f  my TVism. 
Somehow my l i f e  i n  show b u s i n e s s  was p r e t t y  w e l l  
f o r g o t t e n  and I  p u t  my s h o u ld e r  t o  th e  w h e e l  t o  e a r n  
a good l i v i n g  f o r  my f a m i l y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  th e  
m a r r ia g e  — a f t e r  7 y e a r s  - -  ended up i n  d i v o r c e .
The main r e a s o n  was n o t  TVism b u t  r e l i g i o n .  My w i f e  
wanted t o  b r in g  up t h e  c h i l d r e n  i n  th e  C h r i s t i a n  
S c ie n c e  f a i t h .  I  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s h e  l e t  me a t  l e a s t  
r a i s e  th e  boy as  a C a t h o l i c ,  b u t  s h e  w o u l d n ' t  budge  
and s o  we p a r t e d .

I  moved t o  New York C i t y  w h e r e ,  w i t h  t h e  h e lp  
o f  a c o u s i n ,  I  to o k  up p r i n t i n g  and became a p r e t t y  
good o n e .  ( I  g u e s s  I 'm  e n t i t l e d  t o  one good com­
m e r c ia l  p l u g ) .  A t  t h e  shop  I  met and f e l l  i n  l o v e  
w i t h  th e  b o o k - k e e p e r .  Second t r i p  t o  th e  a l t a r .  
L iv in g  w i t h  my GG was s h e e r  h e a v e n .  She lo v e d  b o th  
th e  man and D e b b ie .  And D eb b ie  o f  c o u r s e  was i n  
p a r a d i s e .  Many a n i g h t  w e 'd  s i t  down and p l a y  " s t r i p  
poker" and g u e s s  w h a t .  I ' d  end up w e a r in g  m ost  o f  
her c l o t h e s .  What fu n  we had . But a g a i n  f a t e  to o k  
a hand. My w i f e  was p r e g n a n t ,  and had an a c c i d e n t ,  
became i l l  and f i n a l l y  d i e d  o f  k id n e y  p o i s o n i n g .
Once more my w o r ld  crum bled  a b o u t  me. I  s p e n t  s i x  
weeks i n  th e  h o s p i t a l  w i t h  a n e r v o u s  breakdow n.

Back home D eb b ie  came t o  l i f e  a g a i n  and s h e  &
I  l i v e d  and worked t o g e t h e r .  A t h i s  p e r io d  o f  my 
l i f e  I  began  t o  w ear l i n g e r i e  a l l  th e  t im e  under  my 
m a s c u l in e  a t t i r e .  I t  was t h e  man on t h e  o u t s i d e  and  
D ebbie  u n d e r n e a th .  I  j o i n e d  s e v e r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
and r e v i v e d  my h i l l b i l l y  b r i d e  a c t .  D eb b ie  th u s  waw 
a g a in  i n  demand, from PTA t o  A m erican  L e g io n ,  E lk s  
and w h a t - n o t .  H a p p in ess  r e t u r n e d  t o  my l i f e .  I t  
was w o n d e r f u l l  t o  be D eb b ie  a g a i n  on s t a g e  and a t  
home.

And now we come to  th e  f i n a l  and p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r  
o f  my l i f e .  I t  s t a r t s  w i t h  my t h i r d  m a r r ia g e .  B e fo r e



Debbie at Casa Susanna
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the children came - my present wife warmly accepted 
Debbie. I kept up my entertaining and freely dressed 
around the house, helped her with the house work and 
provided a good living from my printing shop. Then 
the children came, and (Oh, Susanna, how right you 
are) Debbie had to go into hiding, being able to 
appear only when and if the coast was clear. My TV 
activities were drastically reduced, but not stopped. 
I managed to do a bit of entertainment once in a 
while and dressed in private as much as circumstances 
permitted. I did manage, though to accumulate a nice 
wardrobe, lovely wigs and all those things so dear 
to a TV’s heart. Nature however played a nasty trick 
on Debbie. The wife entered the menopause and the 
boom dropped. Debbie was told off in no uncertain 
terms. Bitter arguments and quarrels followed and 
naturally the children became aware of the facts re­
garding their father. How could they miss them with 
all the screaming that went on!

Not wanting to break up the home, I have stayed 
on, although the atmosphere reminds me of what the 
demilitarized zone in Viet Nam must be and the child­
ren have accepted Debbie's existence rather philo­
sophically.

But a ray of sunshine has cut through the home 
clouds. Debbie, through a friend, went one Summer 
day to a resort far up in the Catskill mountains.
It was Casa Susanna. There I met the most wonderful 
people in the world. With Susanna and Marie and all 
the TV friends I have made in my many trips there, 
Debbie blossomed forth and is able today to be her­
self in an atmosphere of friendship, understanding 
and tolerance which is a far cry from what she can 
find at home. What of the future? I've ceased to 
worry. I have learned to enjoy each day, one at a 
time. But believe me, even if science should ever 
find a way to kill the TV's desires, I would be the 
last person in the world to want to discard a con­
dition from which I've derived some of the happiest 
hours in my entire life.



I C T I C N

by J e n  ( 4 9 - K - 3 )  F P E

William Turner had two hobbies -- Pastimes 
perhaps would be more accurate. Going to movies 
was one of them. He never missed a new movie, 
whether it was an Italian epic or a musical comedy. 
Sometimes, in the case when a first-run show would 
be held over for several weeks, he would see it 
several times. He was an expert on movies.

The movie he was watching at the moment was 
another in the series of the Mondo Cane type: a 
bewildering montage of the bizarre and the beauti­
ful, the commonplace and the obscure. He didn’t 
particularly like this type of movie, preferring 
either costume-dramas or an elaborately staged 
musical with exotically dressed stars. While he 
munched delicately at his popcorn, the film dis­
solved to a shot of an African warrior of fierce 
mien and haughty stature; the music of the sound 
track segued down while the narrator described the 
dressing of the warrior’s elaborate conical hairdo 
with fresh cow dung. William Turner felt faintly 
nauseous at this. A few kernels of popcorn escaped 
his fingers and fell onto his skirt.

Oh, yes--perhaps a word about William Turner’s 
second hobby is in order, since it involves the 
first: William Turner was a transvestite. His
greatest pleasure was in dressing himself from head 
to toe in woman’s clothing, and then, because it 
was irresistable, he felt he must go out while he 
was so dressed. For a long time, he confined him­
self to late-evening walks around the block. One 
night, he screwed up his courage and went to a movie. 
There, in the dim theater, he felt secure in his 
disguise while participating in the world as if he
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were in fact a woman. He always sat in the back, 
always sat through two shows until the outgoing 
crowd was large enough to give him additional 
protection, counting on the bright lights of the 
lobby to give him further screening from his part­
ially-blinded co-patrons. He probably had little 
to worry about; he had invested in a fine wig; he 
dressed carefully, tastefully with an eye not to 
stand out in any particular way; he enjoyed himself.

Anyway, while William Turner was brushing the 
popcorn off his skirt with a napkin, the African 
diappeared from the screen and the music changed to 
a wierd, raga-like theme while the announcer suddenly 
said, "If you1re a transvestite, you111 probably 
want to go to the monastary of Lo Mantang. High in 
the Himalaya mountains, fabled location of Shangri 
La, a group of monks has forsaken the ways of men 
in a different manner." William Turner1s wig nearly 
flipped. He inhaled several kernels of popcorn. 
There was a faint roaring in his ears as the nar­
ration went on;

"Newly accessible by air, the monastery at Lo 
Mantang has been in existence for hundreds of years. 
The recent discovery of the uses of the medicinal 
herbs grown only on the high plateaus here has 
brought the twentieth century to this remote region. 
Far from shunning the manners of the Western world, 
the monks of Lo Mantang have eagerly embraced com­
merce with the West." As the narrator continued 
his dialogue to a flute-arrangement of "A Pretty 
Girl is Like a Melody", the camera showed scene 
after scene of monastery life, ranging from a com­
plete Western-style beauty parlor to monks engaged 
in their daily devotions while dressed in haute 
couture from the Salons of Paris. Elaborately 
embroidered silks and brocades from the Orient 
jostled elbows with nylon and dacron from the West.
It was a fant&stic spectacle.
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William Turner sat spellbound through two more 
showings of the film. When finally the theatre 
closed for the evening, he reluctantly arose and on 
unsteady high heels, tottered out of the theatre.
He had a strange premonition that he had seen his 
last movie.

After a fretful, sleepless night, Turner spent 
a miserable day at work. More than ever he hated 
his job, his co-workers, his entire life in a society 
that condemned him because he desired to adorn him­
self in a different manner than other men. What was 
it that the narrator had said? "They dedicated 
themselves to personification of the beautiful." 
yes* Tnere was no doubt.

That evening, Turner felt the urge to change 
clothes once more and see the film yet again. In­
stead, he put on a fresh shirt and went to the city 
library where he read steadily until the library 
closed. The only reference he could find to Lo 
Mantang was in a pharmacology journal. He looked 
up its location on a map of the Himalayas, finding 
only a faint smudge, so small was the area he looked 
for. Impatient, he looked for other books on the 
surrounding territories. He found several on Tibet­
an religions which he checked out; there were a few 
on Sikkim, and some others on Nepal. He took them 
all home and for a week, he read for hours every 
evening. There was nothing! No clue--not a trace 
of Lo Mantang. Was this too another fable—  another 
Shangri La? William Turner felt a keen despair 
overtake him.

He thought again about the film--Wait! Wasn*t 
there something about air service? That meant that 
there was some sort of a commercial schedule into 
Lo Mantang. The next morning he called a travel 
agency.

To his utter astonishment, the clerk at the 
travel agency could and did give him complete and
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accurate details. Not only that, but it was only 
about thirty seconds delay until the clerk had the 
information. "My!" said Turner. "That didnft 
take long!11 "Well,” said the clerk. "The first 
time I looked it up, it took two weeks. You1re 
the fifteenth request Ifve had for that this month. 
What's in--uh, Lo Mantang?"

"Oh--uh, you see, they--uh--they export a med­
icinal herb that I'm interested in. Yes--that's 
it, a medicinal herb."

M0h. I see. Well, the total fare, round trip, 
is $3783.36."

The figure staggered Turner's mind. "Th-three 
thousand..."

"That's right. That's coach-class. First 
class is about one thousand higher--just a moment, 
I'll give you that exactly."

"No-no, don't bother. Uh--how much is one-way?"
"Just a moment." There was a pause, then the 

clerk returned to the line. "One-way is $2042.15-- 
plus car-fare to and from the airport." There was 
a faint note of sarcasm in his voice.

The next day, the travel agency sent him the 
complete routings as well as those two fantastic 
sums. For several weeks, Turner lived with nothing 
in his mind but the mysterious monastery--that and 
the utter impossibility of ever going. He had never 
before felt the need for an undue sum of money, so 
his savings were very small. His possessions were 
relatively low in value. For years he had poured 
money into his wardrobe and now, he could find little 
or no comfort in it. His wardrobe seemed once more 
a symbol of defeat, a feeling of a heavy weight 
suspended from his neck.



He was sitting in his apartment one night, 
adding up one more time the column of figures that 
represented his total wealth, when the telephone 
rang. He answered it and a voice on the other end 
said, "Mr. Turner? I saw the movie the other night. 
Turner waited a moment, then said "And?"

"I--uh--well, there1s a cheaper way to go, if 
you*re interested."

Turner recognized the voice of the clerk from 
the travel agency, but there was something— a repr­
essed excitement— an urgency,--"Yes?"

"Can I talk to you?"
"Why--sure, why not?"
A short time later, the young clerk was seated 

in Turnerfs apartment.
"You see," he said, "After I saw the movie, I 

got to wondering--you know--so many requests and 
all. Well, yours was the only address I had and 
when I looked up in the city directory and saw you 
werenft connected with any medical organization, I 
sort of figured..." He looked down at the floor a 
moment. "I think you can understand if I tell you 
that I want to go there myself--and not for any 
medical reasons, either!"

Turner nodded his head. "Alright. Assume then 
that I am interested in something else. You said 
something about another way--"

"Yes. Forget about the air service. If you 
take working passage on a steamer--" he went on es- 
plaining an elaborate, but certainly inexpensive 
method of travel to the Far East. "Then you take 
the train from Calcutta. It takes about four days 
to the border, then you can either go with a caravan 
or walk to Lo Mantang."
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"How--how much would it cost?” asked Turner.
,fProbably about seven hundred dollars. But 

that's one-way. Of course, you can always borrow 
money from the American Embassy to come home. Ex­
cept in Lo Mantang. There1s no Embassy there."

"Very interesting." said Turner. "Ah--you're 
going?"

The young man looked at him sadly. "No. I 
couldn't leave my family. I wouldn't. But--I'd 
like to know--you know, about the place. So if I 
can help someone else to go--maybe I can find out.
If you go--would you write to me and let me know?"

Turner felt oddly moved, "Certainly. But 
I don't see how--"

"Look! All it takes is a little courage. My 
god, don't you even want to know? This may be the 
chance of a lifetime!"

"Suppose it is simply another myth--like Shangri
La?"

"Was that a myth? After all,isn't Shangri La 
a state-of-the-mind? An attitude--a dream in life-"

After the young man left, Turner spent a long 
time just staring at the wall.

The next morning, Turner felt intoxicated as he 
calmly walked into the manager's office at work and 
resigned, effective in two-weeks. He withdrew his 
money from the company retirement fund, cashed in 
his life insurance policies, closed his checking 
and savings accounts, sold his car, television set, 
and finally with an air of finality, sold his wig 
and wardrobe. The last proved very difficult, in­
asmuch as he couldn't bear to accept the ten-percent 
value he was offered. Nevertheless--on the pretext
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he was selling his deceased wife*s clothes, he 
disposed of everything, down to the last pair of 
hose.

He got a passport, bought two pairs of heavy 
walking boots, a sturdy canvas duffel-bag, packed a 
razor, clean shirts and a few personal items and set 
out, hitch-hiking to Florida.

By the time he reached Florida, he was already 
tanned by the sun. A few dollars slipped to the 
union agent and he was booked for a working passage 
on a P&O liner bound for Adelaide. Seven weeks later 
he left Australia, bound for Hong Kong on a tramp 
steamer, this time as supercargo. From Hong Kong, 
he carefully invested a few dollars in a ride in the 
cargo compartment of a Flying Tiger to Malaya, then 
by coastal steamer to Calcutta. Five incredible 
days of riding the train across the plains of India 
brought him to the foothills of the Himalayas.

He spent a week in a Nepalese jail because he 
made the mistake of offering a government official 
a bribe in public, and then accepting the adamant 
refusal of the offended official as being a state­
ment of fact. After his release from the Katmandu 
jail, Turner began seeking ways of finishing the 
journey. He was a mere three hundred miles from 
his goal— a thumb-nail*s width compared to the dis­
tance he had traveled so far. Another week found 
hiiri in Pokhara, half-way there. But further, it was 
impossible to go.

To his dismay, Turner found that there were no 
longer caravans going to Lo Mantang. The air service 
from Calcutta had taken over and was so much cheaper 
and quicker than the fifteen day journey through 
bandit-infested territory that the caravans had moved 
elsewhere.

He spent two weeks in Pokhara, trying to decide 
whether to go back to Calcutta and try to make arran-
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gements to fly in, but his dwindling resources pre­
vented him from turning back. He had, by this time, 
mastered enough of the clicking Tibetan dialect to 
make himself understood and to the amazement and 
amusement of the local citizenry, he paid an out­
rageous price for a yak, loaded it with supplies, 
and trekked off for the cleft between Annapurna and 
Dhaulagiri. For eight days, Turner trekked down the 
valley of the Kali Gandaki, then began to climb. On 
the evening of the twelfth day, as he slept exhausted 
in the thin, cold night air, the lure of the valuable 
yak brought a club-wielding bandit to an appointment 
with Turner. A quick tap on the skull, a body drag­
ged to the edge and rolled over--and the yak was led 
patiently away to finish its cycle of existence in 
another place.

The only thing that saved Turner from immediate 
death was the fact that he hadnft had a haircut in 
several months, consequently he was not completely 
unconscious when he was rolled off the trail. His 
body refused to answer any commands, however, and 
so Turner was completely relaxed when he landed in 
a cleft some fifteen feet below the trail.

In the morning, Turner was amazed to waken and 
find himself still alive. He managed to drag him­
self painfully back to the trail where he slumped 
in exhaustion, his lungs screaming in the rarefied 
air. He lost conciousness, revived, fainted again, 
and woke once more to find that his body was point­
ing up the trail and dragging itself along. He 
marveled at this, his brain totally remote and un­
affected as the body alternately heaved itself 
along a few yards, then collapsed. Inside his head, 
a voice was saying nGee, Turner old boy, you really 
are tough! Hurray— you made nearly fifty feet that 
time! Gonna try again? Sure, why not--hands sore? 
Bleeding? Can't feel a thing, old boy." The sun 
went down. After a while it came up, stayed a while 
staring at the grotesque figure now crawling, now 
hopping, now falling forward, then changing its
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mind, the sun went elsewhere.
And so on . . .

The High Lama of the Lo Mantang monastery was 
seated in his study, contemplating the lacquering 
of his nails when a respectful underling brought 
news of a marvelous sight. "Serenity--there is a 
man,”

"Indeed," replied the Serene One. "That is 
not surprising news to this one's ears."

"This one is from the West, 0 Sublimity. He 
has come on foot, through the mountains, suffering 
terribly,"

"All men suffer." replied the Sublime One.
"This man is dying, 0 Delicacy,"
"In ninety-nine years, all cratures now alive 

shall be dead." intoned the Delicate One. Yet, 
a strange thing was observed that morning for the 
High Lama only stayed for three lacquerings of his 
nails, rather than the customary seven.

His hunger past all hungering, his thirst re­
signed now to a dull raging in the tattered hulk 
that was his body, Turner topped the last rise and 
stared through a red haze at the distant buildings. 
Forbidding, desolate, drab-looking, the monastery 
looked no different from the others Turner had seen 
back in the happier times when he could stand erect 
and walk about like a tourist. A strange thought 
took him: he must get to the distant place and find
a mailbox--of all things, to send a postcard to his 
friend, telling him that this too was another lie 
in the fabric of existence.

Thus, when the High Lama, delicately holding 
the folds of his gown in one hand, approached Turner
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where he lay outside the gate, he was astounded to 
hear the dying man raise himself on one elbow and 
ask in plain English, "Do you have an airmail stamp?"

Rationalizing that to allow an unsolved enigma 
to expire was a greater sin than interfering in the 
destinies of men, the Lama gave orders that Turner 
be brought inside, nursed if possible until he was 
well--if such was his fate. It was--and scarely 
three weeks later, the Lama found his guest seated 
upright on his pallet, weak, but abLe to converse.

"You speak English!" croaked Turner in amazement.
"I speak many languages." stated the Lama, 

matter-of-factly. "I have much use for languages 
in dealing with those persons interested in the herbs 
and the extracts we produce here. I suspect however 
that is not your interest. Tell me, Mr. Turner-- 
why did you come to Lo Mantang?"

Turner related his adventure, "--and so, I 
came here to see if the story about the monastery 
was true."

"And now Mr. Turner?"
Turner showed an earnest face to the High Lama 

as he said, "I want to join your group."
"It is out of the question, Mr. Turner." The 

Lama turned and stalked out of the room, his high 
heeled shoes clacking on the stone floor.

Turner felt a tear begin to form in one eye? 
after so much, and so long--and he would not be 
permitted to enter.

After a few more weeks, Turner was well enough 
to move about freely. To a point.. He was denied 
entrance to a large part of the monastery. One day 
he was summoned by the High Lama, the first time
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since the sickbed interview.
If Turner had entertained any hopes about the 

Lama changing his mind, they were dashed immediately: 
"Mr, Turner, you must make your preparations to 
leave Lo Mantang," The Lama coughed delicately by 
way of punctuation. "You are well enough to travel 
and I'm sure you will agree that you will soon have 
pressed hospitality to its limits. Ah--when may we 
expect the sorrow of your absence?"

Turner inclined his head sorrowfully, "I don*t 
know." he said honestly, "I--I haven1t any money,
I don’t know how I’ll make arrangements."

"What? Is there no-one you may borrow money 
from, then? A relative? A friend?"

"No-one." said Turner. In the stone-walled 
room, the word echoed.

"What possessed you, Mr, Turner, to come this 
great distance knowing you would not be able to 
leave? Surely you could not have reasonable ex­
pected us to welcome you out of hand, Whatever 
gave you such an idea?" Both the Lama’s eyebrows 
were raised.

"The movie--" said Turner, "After I saw the 
movie, I thought--I thought--that maybe here I would 
be understood."

The Lama clucked his tongue sympathetically, 
"Forgive this stupid one. Aiee! That movie! In 
exchange for some small considerations--some trinkets 
that struck our fancies, we permitted the taking of 
pictures. And what has it brought us? I have re­
ceived hundreds of letters, inquiring about this 
place. Hundreds of letters--and one fool who staggers 
through the mountains demanding to live here," The 
Lama smote himself on the forehead.
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"Hundreds of letters?"
"Truly, All asking about the monastery, all 

begging for invitations. Many even ask for money 
to make the journey. What manner of people are 
these?"

Turner could have given him a clue, but he 
chose not to. He remained silent for a short space, 
then said, "Is there some way that I can earn money 
here, until I have enough to leave?"

The Lama looked at him in surprise. "Well! A 
moment ago you were dying to have me ask you to stay- 
now you wish to leave. Very well. We shall see 
what possibilities exist. But, tell me, Mr, Turner. 
Why so resigned to leaving now?"

"Some men hold selfish dreams..."
"Indeed!" The Lama considered this. Even­

tually, he said, "I will se what we can do to help 
you, Mr. Turner."

"Yeah-*-thanks."
• • / » O* ‘ ’ ».
The next morning, Turner was again summoned to 

the Lama's chambers. There was another exotically 
attired person present whom the Lama introduced as 
that worthy in charge of the mundane matters of 
international finance, credits and exchange— in 
short--the bookkeeper.

"We can usefully employ you for a time, Mr, 
Turner, if you have any ability in office procedures,"

"I was an accountant in an office before I 
came here." Turner answered,

"Splendid, You may begin at once then, Ah-- 
remuneration--I do not have knowledge of pay struc­
tures in large corporations-~in any case, they would
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not apply here, I think. We shall of course provide 
you with room and board and additionally, recompense 
you for your efforts at the rate of fifteen thousand 
piastres a month--how much is that in dollars, Meyer?" 
the Lama asked his bookkeeper.

Many years later, a slightly harried looking 
man with the grey of early middle age at his temples 
returned to his house and wife in the suburbs to 
find his spouse all agog over a mysterious letter 
bound in a queer sort of brownish envelope. The 
very fat evelope was covered with exotic stamps 
legendary postmarks and several forwarding addresses.

"Who's it from?" demanded his wife.
"I haven't the faintest idea." he answered 

truthfully, "I can't seem to make out the postmark-- 
Boy! This thing has been all over the world."

"Well open it for heaven's sake! I'm dying of 
curiosity!"

He opened the envelope, read it aloud and re­
placed it in the envelope. He sat down on the couch 
staring at the ceiling with a bemused smile on his 
lips. His wife stood with open mouth.

*'Why--it doesn't make any sense at all. Was 
that someone you know, dear?" she asked.

"Mmm. A long time ago, when I worked for the 
travel agency--remember?--I helped a man make out a 
route for a trip. He always said he'd let me know 
how he made out."

"It sounded like some kind of a trip, alright! 
Wow! But--the end doesn't make sense, does it?"

"Why not?"

"Read it again for me." she asked.



T wufutia

"Sure--letfs see--the last page--ah! Here:
"And so, after working for some time as an account­
ant, I was very pleased to be promoted, as it were, 
when my superior abandoned his secular duties. You 
see, what no-one ever realized is that this is after 
all a religious order. Of course, I stayed on. After 
all, the job had some interesting fringe benefits 
for the higher echelons. I discovered then or learned 
that what we had considered as important, was really 
the first step--and the last, but it took me twelve 
years of the most concentrated study to finally 
realize that. In the end, rather than they accept­
ing me--I accepted them. And so, my friend, I dis­
charge my last duty to you. Even as I write this, 
the Old One lies contemplating the end. He has 
named me successor. I feel most humble. Never did 
I realize, sitting there in the darkened theatres, 
that one day--I would be Lama Turner!"

MATERIAL FOR PUBLICATION
TVia exists on the contributions of its readers.

I couldn!t write it all and if I did you' think I was 
trying to hog the limelight. So lets have your crea­
tive selves get to work with interesting bits of your 
own past experiences. Other readers like to live 
through the interesting experiences of others vicar­
iously. Lets also have fictional pieces expecially 
those in which the TV theme is subtle or unexpected 
in some way* The more unusual the more interesting. 
Articles, poems, gags etc. are also needed. I have 
to keep quite a backlog on hand to allow for the time 
involved in getting around to editing them getting 
them typed and finally into the magazine. So, to 
paraphrase the expression, "Don’t just subscribe, say 
something.* 1 I'd rather hhve too much than too little 
in the file and right now there is not enough. Ed.
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by R o b in  ( 5 - B - 2 4 )  F P E

Actually, in the beginning, it was her idea.
It seemed to come as an inspiration to her and she 
often wondered why she hadn't thought of it before.
It actually turned out to be a great deal of fun.

Thus it was that we adopted the practice of 
wearing matching clothes. Naturally it had to be 
pants and shirts since girls can get away with that 
sort of dress while the other way around is taboo 
to boys. I might also add that of course I didn't 
carry a purse. On the other hand we had matching 
sneakers and the over all effect was that we belonged 
to each other, as we truly did. It gave me a great 
deal of pleasure to note how much she enjoyed going 
out like this and noting how possessive she became.

I became so used to all of this that I had no 
objection to tinting our hair the same color which 
had a remarkable effect since her hair was a bit 
short and mine was long as is the fashion these days. 
I thought to myself that except for certain obvious 
anatomical bulges on her part she could be taken for 
me. Even so, with certain loose fitting shirts, she 
might have been taken as a boy by the casual passer­
by, but on closer scrutiny her feminine behaviour 
would have carried the day. Oddly it did not occur 
to me that if I were holding her purse the casual 
observer might have mistaken both of us as girls, 
this one of course being under-developed. It didn't 
occur to me, I suppose, since I was authentically 
attired as a boy (as she was) and all of this was an 
acceptable thing. In the end it was to become a 
natural thing for us to do, and we identified our­
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selves with it.
Curiously, a time came when she peered more and 

more at feminine things when we street walked or 
shopped. She would note how she liked this dress 
or that skirt or those "darling" shoes. In time we 
went into shops and she would examine the new womans 
fashion so that I became tutored in things feminine. 
However I was becoming apprehensive that she may 
soon discard her boyish attire and thus bring to an 
end our little game that I had come to enjoy so much. 
I became even more apprehensive when she experimented 
with cosmetics on occasion with the ominous impli­
cation that she wanted to be more feminine and that 
she was entering into a womans world where I could 
not follow. It was not a disaster so much since I 
still had her, but I just hated to give up dressing 
look-alike. After a time I conceded that such a 
course was inevitable and even privately acknowledged 
that it might lead to better things.

At last the day came when she couldn't resist 
any longer and purchased herself a mini-dress. I 
had never seen her dressed this way before and she 
did look lovely and her makeup enhanced her natural 
beauty. I never again saw her in pants. It turned 
out to be much more fun with her dressed in this 
manner and my fondness had turned into the thrill 
of love. I really and truly became very devoted to 
her.

Then came the day she confessed that even though 
she delighted in wearing feminine things, she missed 
the days we dressed alike and the special identity 
it gave to us. She made strange comments on several 
occasions while we were out shopping. I was too 
naive to recognise them as hints and lacked the in­
tuition to discover the import behind some of her 
remarks. Finally she came right out with it and 
said that I would find wearing a skirt fun and we 
could dress alike just as before. Naturally I ob­
jected, pointing out that the other way around was
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acceptable but what she proposed was out of the 
question. "It just wouldn't accomplish anything,"
I insisted, "and besides I would be too mortified 
for you to see me that way, not to mention the idea 
of appearing in public."

She was clearly hurt and I was alarmed think­
ing that our endearing relations were headed for 
the rocks.

Then she pointed out that it wouldn't do any 
harm to try, and anyway she had worn pants and shirts 
for all that time. For longer than she had intended 
for that matter, just to please me. "Besides" she 
added with a typically feminine low blow, "It just 
shows that you never did care for me at all."

Naturally I was completely unable to see her 
logic since it was highly improbable that there was 
any logic in the first place. Reluctantly I con­
sented, only to prove that she wouldn't like it at 
all and thus have the matter gone forever.

It was to be much more of ft matching job than 
I had considered, being item fay J*tem from the skin 
on out. Her tastes had drifted |a the ultra feminine 
state so that the next day deep^to my obvious em­
barrassment, my protests, I was to fixid myaelf en­
cased in the most delicate pink panties* She smiled 
happily as she helped me dress beaming with pleasure 
as she passed each dainty item, and carrying on a 
running commentary. "This lace cup bra is nylon/ 
Lycra spandex back with adjustable straps. It has 
special built in falsies." Then later. "You'll 
adore this slip. It is just like mine. We luckily 
wear the same sizes. Notice the lace and embroidery. 
Sheer luxury." And so it went until I was completely 
attired as she was; hose, girdle, skirt, blouse, and 
"cute little pumps"....Unbelieveably I was standing 
before her dressed entirely as a girl.

She fixed my hair to be exactly like hers and
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carefully applied makeup, then stood back delight 
gleaming in her eyes. She guided me to a full length 
mirror where we both stood staring in wonder. We 
looked alike! It was incredible. We truly looked 
alike. Not only did I match her attire article for 
article, we actually seemed to be twins. It was 
amazing. So amazing that my mortification was for­
gotten as I stared in awe.

With great misgivings I consented to go shopping 
with her dressed as a girl. The first moments in 
public were quite unnerving, but I had nothing to 
worry about as I passed beautifully, which I should 
have surmised since we did look so very much alike. 
Nevertheless it was a rather shaking experience as 
my ncute little pumps" propelled me into a depart­
ment store and guided me to ladies wear. We were 
in lingerie to be precise, and I was petrified to 
find myself in full public view surrounded by and 
examining such delicate intimates. The sales girl 
was most helpful and suggestive which had a calming 
effect as I pondered which articles I wanted to buy. 
Of course they were to match my dear friend's attire 
and we were really purchasing together. However it 
was still an odd sensation to agree on lavishly 
trimmed panties and actually make the purchase. 
Eventually in disbelief I found myself in a dressing 
room trying on a mini dress. I did discover that 
bit by bit I was becoming less anxious and taking 
the events more and more naturally. It was indeed 
a most unusual adventure which pleased me only in 
the sense that the series of events so obviously 
pleased her.

She maneuvered me into moving into her apart­
ment and moving me out of mine. She accomplished 
the later herself and to my chagrin dumped all my 
male attire off at Good Will. Thus it got to the 
point where my only possessions were feminine. Not 
only was I living as a girl but I was taken as a 
girl by all concerned. One thing was leading to 
another.
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I  was a larm ed  one e v e n in g  when sh e  announced  
t h a t  s h e  had a jo b  o f f e r  f o r  me a t  a l a r g e  woman's  
a p p a r e l  s t o r e  w here s h e  w orked . The i n t e r v i e w  was 
f r i g h t e n i n g  f o r  I  f e a r e d  t h a t  m ost  c e r t a i n l y  I  w ould  
be d i s c o v e r e d ,  s o  i t  came as  a c o m p le te  s u r p r i s e  to  
me when I  was o f f e r e d  th e  p o s i t i o n .  Our j o b s  were  
t o  a c t  a s  c o m b in a t io n  s a l e s  g i r l s  and m o d e ls .  That  
i s  we w ou ld  wear v a r i o u s  d r e s s e s  or  s k i r t s  and 
b l o u s e s  a b o u t  th e  s t o r e  and b e h in d  th e  c o u n t e r  t o  
show them o f f  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  im prove s a l e s .  I t  
w orked v e r y  w e l l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  we lo o k e d  s o  much 
a l i k e .  The s t o r e  g a in e d  many new c u s to m e r s  though  
c l e v e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  "tw in"  model s a l e s  
g i r l s .  I  n o t e d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  l a r g e  s t o r e  i n  d e s p e r a ­
t i o n  d u p l i c a t e d  th e  e n t i r e  p r o c e d u r e .

Time has  p a s s e d  h a p p i l y  f o r  u s .  W is e ly  we 
s a v e d  our money and b o t h  o f  us w ere  a b l e  t o  c o m p le te  
c o l l e g e  and o b t a i n  t e a c h i n g  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  T h is  
g i v e s  us our summers t o g e t h e r  w h ic h  we d e v o t e  to  
t r a v e l .  The b e s t  t h i n g  o f  a l l  i s  t h a t  we a d o re  ea ch  
o t h e r  s o  v e r y  much.

D r e s s i n g  l i k e  t h i s  has lo n g  s i n c e  become v e r y  
n a t u r a l  and I  f i n d  m y s e l f  i n  l o v e  w i t h  a l l  my d a i n t y  
t h i n g s  and know t h a t  I  w i l l  n e v e r  c h a n g e .  I t  i s  a 
w o n d e r f u l  way t o  l i v e  and e v e n  more s o  s i n c e  I  am 
l i v i n g  w i t h  a m o st  w o n d e r fu l  p e r s o n .

PROBLEMS OF AN AGING TV

I  s h a v e  my bosom thou gh  I  know 
That i t  w i l l  n e v e r  e v e r  show. 
The o t h e r  day I  had t o  c o u g h - -  
And darn  n e a r  c u t  a n i p p l e  o f f .

CONNY 3 2 -V -2  FPE
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© "LINGERING"

"What t a k e s  you so  lo n g  "Well a good d o se  o f
i n  th e r e ? "  C a s to r  O i l  w i l l  f i x
" C o n s t i p a t i o n ,  M o th e r !" you up t h e n ! "
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R e p r in te d  from t h e  O c t .  1964 i s s u e  o f  N a t i o n a l  G eo­
g r a p h ic  M a g a z in e ,  pps 4 8 3 - 4 8 5 . . . i n  p a r t :

"I  remember a n o th e r  e n t e r t a i n e r  i n  Tokyo, a 
g r e a t  b e a u ty  named Tomoemon. Tomoemon i s  a s t a r  i n  
th e  w o r ld - fa m o u s  K a b u k i-z a  T h e a t e r ,  and a sym bol o f  
f e m in in e  charm t o  th o u sa n d s  o f  J a p a n e s e  a d m ir e r s .
I t  m a t t e r s  n o t  a t  a l l  t h a t  Tomoemon i s  a grown man 
and th e  f a t h e r  o f  two young s o n s .  Men have b e e n  
p l a y i n g  th e  r o l e s  o f  k a b u k i  h e r o i n e s  f o r  more th a n  
t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s .  A r e a l  woman on t h e  k a b u k i  s t a g e  
would be a l t o g e t h e r  u n t h i n k a b l e .

MThe t r a d i t i o n  grew  up i n  th e  Tokugawa d y n a s t y ,  
c e n t u r i e s  a g o " ,  Tomoemon t o l d  me i n  h i s  d r e s s i n g  
room as  he ch anged  f o r  a s c e n e .  He s a t  g r a c e f u l l y  
on th e  t a t a m i  m a t t in g  b e f o r e  a low  m ir r o r ,  r e t o u c h ­
in g  th e  c h a l k - w h i t e  pancake  makeup t h a t  b e a u t i f i e s  
k ab u k i h e r o i n e s  and g e i s h a .  An a t t e n d a n t  a r r a n g e d  
t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  e m b ro id ered  c o u r t e s a n * s  r o b e  t h a t  
must have c o n t a i n e d  20 y a r d s  o f  m a t e r i a l .

**In e a r l y  k a b u k i ,  women p la y e d  t h e  f e m a le  r o le s ,* *  
Tomoemon c o n t i n u e d .  "But g r a d u a l l y  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  
t h e  a c t r e s s e s  became im p r o p e r .  The sh o g u n ,  o r  d i c ­
t a t o r ,  f i n a l l y  fo r b a d e  women t o  ta k e  p a r t  i n  th e  
p e r fo r m a n c e s .  Kabuki was r e o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  s e r i o u s  
drama, w i t h  men t a k i n g  a l l  t h e  r o le s .* *

I  had heard  t h a t  th e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  o n n a g a t a - -  
th e  a c t o r  who im p e r s o n a te s  f e m a l e s - - i s  a v e r y  proud  
o n e .  Tomoemon t o l d  me t h a t  he was th e  s e v e n t h  g e n e ­
r a t i o n  i n  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  b e a r  t h e  s t a g e  name Tomoemon.

"Onnagata i s  a way o f  b e in g  a s  w e l l  a s  an art,**
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he e x p l a i n e d ,  p e n c i l i n g  t h i n  l i n e s  o v e r  th e  w h i t e  
makeup t o  c r e a t e  a mask o f  t r a g e d y .  "One c a n n o t  
o n l y  p l a y  t h e  woman. One m ust be t h e  woman, or  e l s e  
i t  i s  m e r e ly  d i s g u i s e .  (How t r u e J )  "But we a r e  
f o r t u n a t e  t o d a y ,  we o n n a g a ta .  We le a d  normal l i v e s  
on th e  o u t s i d e .  Once upon a t im e ,  a l l  o n n a g a ta  w ere  
r e q u i r e d  t o  d r e s s  a s  women b o th  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  
t h e  t h e a t e r .  They e v e n  had t o  u s e  th e  fe m a le  e n t r a n c e s  
t o  p u b l i c  b a t h s . "

C u r t a in  t im e  a p p r o a c h e d ,  and I  had t im e  f o r  one  
q u e s t i o n .  W ith a l l  o f  T o k y o 's  new w e a l t h ,  I  s a i d ,  
w i t h  t h e  e m p h a sis  on ch an ge  and p r o g r e s s ,  what would  
become o f  t h e  o ld  v a l u e s ?  Would k a b u k i ,  f o r  ex a m p le ,  
s u r v i v e  among a y o u n g er  g e n e r a t i o n  t h a t  seemed t o  
c a r e  l i t t l e  f o r  t r a d i t i o n  and th e  p a s t ?  A f a i n t  
s m i l e  l i t  Tomoemon's s t y l i z e d  f e a t u r e s .

"Kabuki w i l l  s u r v i v e , "  he answ ered  q u i e t l y .
" L ik e  any g r e a t  a r t ,  i t  i s  b a se d  on human t r u t h .
T ru th  a p p e a l s  t o  a l l  g e n e r a t i o n s .  I s  i t  n o t  th e  
same w i t h  you r  W estern  a r t ?  W i l l  S h a k e sp e a r e  n o t  
s u r v i v e  i n  th e  modern age?"

COPIES OF VIRGINIA'S TAPE FROM THE BURKE SHOW

I t  i s  a l i t t l e  awkward t o  s a y  t h i s  s i n c e  i t  
sou n d s to o  much l i k e  b lo w in g  my own horn b u t  I  know 
some w i l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  s o  h e r e  g o e s .  I

I  have  r e c e i v e d  a cop y  o f  t h e  v o i c e  ta p e  from  
my appearance on th e  A lan  Burke show March 2nd. One 
o f  t h e  g i r l s  o u t  h e r e  i n  L .A. w hose hobby i s  t a p in g  
has e x p r e s s e d  a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  make a cop y  o f  t h i s  
ta p e  f o r  anyone who i s  i n t e r e s t e d .  I f  you want one  
sen d  a 5 in c h  r e e l  o f  ta p e  p lu s  th e  r e t u r n  p o s t a g e  
t o  me and I  w i l l  g e t  h e r  t o  co p y  i t  f o r  you and w i l l  
r e t u r n  i t .  Her o n l y  s t i p u l a t i o n  i s  t h a t  you p r o v id e  
l u b r i c a t e d  ta p e  a s  th e  n o n - l u b r i c a t e d  v a r i e t y  w ears  
o u t  th e  r e c o r d i n g  h e a d s .  Tape can  be m a i le d  a t  4 t h  
C la s s  r a t e s  s o  mark you r  p a ck a g e  a c c o r d i n g l y .
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b y  L i  1 -  C a l i f .

P a r t  o f  th e  fu n ,  and a t a s t y  p a r t  in d e e d ,  o f  
h a v in g  b o th  p a r t s  o f  th e  b e s t  o f  b o th  o f  th e  p o s s ­
i b l e  w o r ld s  (b o th  man and woman) i s  th e  r e c o v e r y  o f  
what '’S h o u ld n ' t  ou gh ta  be d o n e1 I.' As a c h i l d  you u sed  
to  s t e a l  a p p l e s ,  thumb your  n o se  a t  t e a c h  b eh in d  her  
b a ck , dump a g a rb a g e  can  on H a l lo w e 'e n .  T h a t ' s  th e  
r e v o l t  t h a t  must happen i n  e v e r y  c h i l d  i f  he i s ,  
e v e r ,  to  become an a d u l t .  And t h a t  same im p u ls e  t o  
r e v o l t ,  t h a t  same p l e a s u r e  i n  r e v o l t ,  must o b t a i n  
i n  e v e r y  a d u l t  i f  s o c i e t y  i s n ' t  t o  s t a g n a t e .

A l o t  o f  a d u l t  r e v o l t  comes o u t  i n  h i g h l y  un ­
p l e a s a n t  w a y s . . .  n a g g in g  a t  th e  s p o u s e ,  h y p e r - c r i t i ­
c i z i n g  th e  c h i l d r e n ,  d r a g g in g  th e  f e e t  a t  work. I t  
j u s t  d o e s n ' t  p a y ,  i n  term s o f  human c o m fo r t .

I  p r o p o se  t h a t  h i s  r e v o l t  comes o u t  i n  t h e r e -  
p e u t i c  w a y s . . . i n  us a s  c h i l d r e n  and i n  us as  a d u l t s . ,  
i n  d o in g ,  p r o b a b ly ,  th e  "most r e v o l t i n g "  t h i n g  p o s ­
s i b l e . . . w i t h  our p r e s e n t  mores and f o l k w a y s . . .  p l a y ­
i n g ,  and w o r k in g ,  a t  b e in g  th e  o p p o s i t e  g e n d e r .  And 
o f f h a n d ,  I ' v e  n e v e r  found a n y t h in g  i n  l i f e  more d e ­
l i g h t f u l  th a n  th e  o p p o s i t e  s e x .

We c o u l d ,  more a c c e p t a b l y ,  rob  a bank, b a sh  a 
c i t i z e n  b lo o d y ,  e m b e z z le  $ 5 0 ,0 0 0  from th e  Red C r o s s . ,  
b u t ,  i n  my c o n s id e r e d  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e r e ' s  much more 
p l e a s u r e  i n  i n d u l g i n g  t h e  g id d y  r e v o l t  o f  f e e l i n g  
and s e e i n g  j u s t  how p r e t t y  I  can  b e .  I  f e e l  g u i l t y ,  
s u r e . . . b u t  t h a t ' s  a t a s t y  p a r t  o f  i t ,  l a b e l e d  a s  
" s h o u ld n ' t o u g h t a  be d on e" .
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I 'm  w o n d e r in g ,  I  am, how much d im in ish m e n t  t h e r e  
w ould  be i n  my p l e a s u r e  and c o m fo r t  i n  b e in g  a g i r l ,  
ad l i b , i f  s u d d e n ly  th e  fo lk w a y s  and mores s h o u ld  
d i s a p p e a r  i n  a p u f f . . . a n d  I  c o u l d ,  w i t h o u t  c e n s u r e ,  
w i t h  happy p u b l i c  a c c e p t a n c e ,  be my f e m in in e  s e l f  
i n  a l l  f a c e t s  o f  l i v i n g ,  p r i v a t e ,  p u b l i c ,  and p e r ­
s o n a l .  I 'm  w o n d e r in g .

P a tU  * J a 6 k io n

FEATURING

A l l  100% human h a i r  w i g s ,  w i g l e t s ,  s w i t c h e s ,  
p o n y - t a i l s  a n d  f a l l s  -

S e r v i c e  d e p a r t m e n t  f o r  e x p e r t  s t y l i n g ,  c l e a n in g  
c o l o r i n g  an d  r e p a i r  -  a l l  w o rk  d o n e  b y  s k i l l e d  
s p e c i a l i s t s  -

P r i v a t e  f i t t i n g  b o o th s  -

T V ' s  w e lc o m e  -

C a l l ,  w r i t e ,  o r  com e i n  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  -

1 0 4  E .  B ro a d w a y  
G l e n d a l e ,  C a l i f o r n i a  
o p p o s i t e  S e c u r i t y  B a n k  

P h o n e  2 4 1 - 5 6 1 9
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-  K f A ie i < u U

A woman w i t h  an i n n a t e  s e n s e  o f  f a s h i o n  knows 
t h a t  any c o s tu m e ,  no m a t te r  how b e a u t i f u l ,  n e e d s  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and a p p r o p r ia t e  a c c e s s o r i e s .  Each  
a c c e s s o r y  s h o u ld  make a f a s h i o n  p o i n t .  I t s  r o l e  
may be to  a c c e n t ,  t o  h a r m o n iz e ,  t o  be b o ld  on p u r ­
p o s e ,  or  to  c o m p le te  th e  p i c t u r e  i n  q u i e t  good  
t a s t e .

What t o  wear w i t h  w h a t ,  i s  t h e  m ost  im p o r ta n t  
e le m e n t  i n  c h o o s in g  a c c e s s o r i e s .  How d o e s  t h i s  work  
i n  th e  c a s e  o f  g l o v e s ?

What a g l o v e  i s  made o f ,  th e  c o l o u r  and th e  
l e n g t h  o f  th e  g l o v e ,  a r e  th e  t h r e e  m ost  im p o r ta n t  
p o i n t s  t o  c o n s i d e r .

When to  wear a g l o v e  w i t h  a v e r y  p o s i t i v e  i d e n ­
t i t y  (a sh a g g y  s u r f a c e - - a  b r i l l i a n t  c o l o u r )  w i l l  be  
a m a t te r  f o r  you  and y o u r  m i r t o r .  I f  y o u r  s u i t  i s  
s h a g g y ,  a s m o o t h - s u r f a c e d  g l o v e  w i l l  lo o k  b e t t e r  
th an  more f u z z .  I f  th e  f a b r i c  o f  th e  costu m e i s  a 
sm ooth m a t t e - f i n i s h ,  s h i n y  k i d s k i n  o r  s a t i n  may be  
e x a c t l y  th e  h i g h l i g h t  you  n e e d .

I f  m a t e r i a l  i s  th e  f a s h i o n  p o i n t ,  l i n k  i t  w i t h  
o c c a s i o n  as w e l l  a s  th e  co s tu m e .  Sueded l e a t h e r s ,  
c o t t o n s ,  n y lo n s  and t h i n  k i d s k i n s  lo o k  b e s t  w i t h  
c i t y  c l o t h e s ;  h e a v i e r  c a l f s k i n  or  t e x t u r e d  l e a t h e r s  
l i k e  p i g s k i n  a r e  s m a r t e s t  i n  th e  c o u n t r y .  W ith  
tw e e d s ,  th e  s t r i n g  g l o v e  lo o k s  w e l l .  For c o c k t a i l  
or  e v e n in g  p a r t i e s ,  v e l v e t ,  s a t i n ,  s i l k ,  t a f f e t a ,  
c o t t o n  and n y lo n  w i t h  su ed ed  f i n i s h ,  d o e s k in  and 
g l a c e  k id  make t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e .  T e x tu r e d  f a b r i c s  
have g r e a t  f a s h i o n  f l a i r :  r ib b e d  j e r s e y ,  b ru sh ed  
w o o l ,  c o r d u r o y ,  p i q u e ,  h o p s a c k in g ,  k n i t s .  C o t to n  
and n y lo n  a r e  p o p u la r  w i t h  summer f a s h i o n s .
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There a r e  no s e t  r u l e s .  You m ust combine  
common s e n s e  and f a s h i o n  s e n s e  e v e r y  t im e .  You 
w o u ld n * t  wear s a t i n  to  t h e  s u p e r -m a r k e t !

L ik e  c o l o u r  i n  s h o e s ,  c o l o u r  i n  g l o v e s  i s  a 
m a t t e r  o f  t a s t e  and t r e n d s .  I f  i t ' s  a " p u rp le"  
y e a r ,  y ou  may d e c i d e  t h a t  y ou r  p u r p le  s u i t s  lo o k s  
b e s t  w i t h  m a tc h in g  g l o v e s .  Or p u r p le  g l o v e s  may 
be th e  s i n g l e  n o t e  o f  p u r p le  i n  y o u r  w a r d r o b e . . . to  
be worn as  an a c c e n t  w i t h  brown or  b lu e  or  b e i g e  
o r  g r e y .

I f  y ou  a r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a t  h e a r t ,  i t  sh o u ld  
make you  happy t o  know t h a t  b la c k  and w h i t e  and 
b e i g e  a r e  a lw a y s  i n  f a s h i o n  and can  be worn w i t h  
any c o l o u r .  The b e i g e  f a m i l y  i s  n o t  o n ly  b a s i c  
b u t  v e r s a t i l e  i n c l u d i n g  a w id e  ra n g e  o f  sh a d e s  from  
sa n d ,  b o n e ,  c h a m o is ,  t a n  to  c h o c o l a t e - - a n d  a l l  th e  
browns from  mocha t o  mink.

A c c e n t  c o l o u r s  a r e  u s u a l l y  s u b t l e  o f f - s h a d e s  
i n  v e r y  b r i g h t  v e r s i o n s :  a v ocad o  or  c h a r t r e u s e  or  
g r a s s  g r e e n ,  sh a r p  lem on y e l l o w ,  b r i g h t  r e d ,  b r i g h t  
o r a n g e ,  s h o c k in g  p in k ,  t u r q u o i s e  b l u e ,  p u r p l e .

P a s t e l s  ( p a l e  p i n k ,  b l u e ,  l a v e n d e r ,  y e l l o w ,  
g r e e n )  b e l o n g  t o  summer w e e k e n d s ,  g a rd en  p a r t i e s ,  
c o u n t r y  c lu b  d a n c e s ,  w e d d in g s .

Your o v e r - a l l  r u l e  f o r  c o l o u r  i s  m atch— or  
c o n t r a s t .  I f  you  a r e  m a tc h in g ,  you  may u s e  l i g h t e r  
o r  d a r k e r  sh a d e s  i n  t h e  same c o l o u r  f a m i l y ,  su c h  as  
p a l e r  o r  d a r k e r  b l u e s ,  r e d s ,  g r e e n s .  You w i l l  n e v e r  
c o n f u s e  h u e s :  a re d  w i t h  b l u e  i n  i t  i s  q u i t e  d i f f ­
e r e n t  from  th e  red  w i t h  y e l l o w  i n  i t .  You w o n ' t  
w ear a b r i c k - r e d  g l o v e  w i t h  a w i n e - r e d  s u i t ! The 
r u l e s  f o r  c h o o s in g  an i n t e r e s t i n g  c o n t r a s t  a re  l i k e  
th e  t e x t u r e  s t o r y :  a m a t te r  f o r  y o u r  own c r i t i c a l  
ey e  and y o u r  own r e v e a l i n g  m ir r o r  f o r  an o v e r - a l l  
e f f e c t .

®



- - -  DRESSES - - -  

READY MADE and CUSTOM MADE

FORMAL - -  COCKTAIL - -  STREET

I  am an u n d e r s ta n d in g  woman a c q u a in t e d  w i t h  
th e  prob lem s o f  TVs. P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  
or drop i n .  I  have my own p r i v a t e  shop  and  
f i t t i n g  rooms and w i l l  make d r e s s e s  t o  m ea su re .

FITTINGS BY PRIVATE APPOINTMENT AFTER 7 P.M.

My c h a r g e s  a r e  v e r y  r e a s o n a b l e .  You CAN a f f o r d  
t o  have a d r e s s  made j u s t  f o r  you r  f e m m e s e l f .  
S h e*11 l o v e  i t  and y o u ' l l  be proud o f  h e r .

M en tio n  TRANSVESTIA or  V i r g i n i a

I  w i l l  a l s o  be g la d  t o  make any n e c e s s a r y  
a l t e r a t i o n s  on i t e m s  i n  you r  p r e s e n t  w ard ­
r o b e .

As a s e r v i c e  t o  t h o s e  o u t s i d e  o f  th e  Los A ng­
e l e s  a r e a  I  w i l l  be g la d  t o  do p e r s o n a l  s h o p ­
p in g  f o r  you .  P l e a s e  w r i t e  me f o r  d e t a i l s  o f  
t h i s  p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e .

M. O'BRYAN DRESS SHOP

538 N. La C ie n e g a  Los A n g e l e s ,  90048
Phone (2 1 3 )  657 8864



D o r o th y
(35-M-5)
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E veryw here we lo o k  to d a y  we s e e  women in  p a n t s .  
From s t r e t c h  s la c k s  to  th e  harem  p a n ts  o f  lo u n g in g  
o u t f i t s .  I t  i s  b ecom in g e x tr e m e ly  e v id e n t  t h a t  a c c e p t  
fo r  form a l o c c a s s io n s  when s k i r t s  a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c ­
e s s a r y  and in  b u s i n e s s ,  th a t  women a r e  f o r e s a k in g  
t h e i r  s k i r t s  f o r  p a n t s .  The new s h o r t  s k i r t s  have  
added s t im u lu s  to  t h i s  ch an ge w ith  many women who 
f e e l  c o n s t a n t ly  h a r r a s s e d  w e a r in g  s k i r t s .  So as so o n  
as p o s s i b l e  in t o  p a n t s .  Now th e  new p a n ts  s u i t  h as  
added f u e l  to  th e  f i r e .

As a TV who lo v e s  to  wear s k i r t s  I  lo o k  a t  th e  
p a n ts  s c e n e  w ith  m ixed e m o t io n s . Soon I  may be w e a r ­
in g  p a n ts  a s much a s a woman as I  do a s  a man! I  am 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  b ecom ing w eakened to  th e  id e a  o f  a p a ir  
o f  p a n ts  in  a h o s t e s s  o u t f i t .  But do th e  g i r l s  r e a l ­
i z e  th a t  p a n ts  fo r s a k e  a l l  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  in h e r ­
e n t  a d v a n ta g e s  o f  b e in g  a fe m a le ?

F i r s t  th e r e  i s  th e  l o s s  o f  s e x  a p p e a l .  T ig h t  
p a n ts  a r e  s e x y  b u t n o w h e r e 's  l i k e  a t i g h t  s k i r t ,  
n y lo n ed  l e g s  and h ig h  h e e l s .  Men a r e  a t t r a c t e d  and 
s t im u la t e d  by t h e s e  i t e m s .  S e c o n d ly  th e r e  i s  th e  
l o s s  o f  th e  v a lu e d  fe m in in e  g u is e  o f  f r a g i l i t y .  A 
fem a le  in  p a n ts  can  do a n y th in g  a m ale in  p a n ts  can  
do ( p r a c t i c a l l y  s p e a k in g )  so  th e  m ale i s  l e s s  i n c l i n e d  
to  show h er  th e  l i t t l e  c o u r t e s i e s  t h a t  a fe m a le  in  
s k i r t s  e n j o y s .  T h ir d ly ,  sh e  l o s e s  th e  a b i l i t y  to  be  
f a u l t l e s s  in  a m a le 's  e y e s .  A fe m a le  in  s k i r t s  may 
make m is ta k e s  b u t th e  m ale o v e r lo o k s  them  so  t h a t  he 
can lo o k  a t  h er  l e g s .  Wnen in  p a n ts  th e  m ale has 
n o th in g  to  d i s t r a c t  him .

So as a p r e j u d ic e  TV, who d o e s n ' t  w ant to  g iv e  up 
h er  s k i r t s ,  I  sa y  Women o f  A m erica f o l lo w  th e  TV men 
o f  A m erica and s t a y  in  s k i r t s !



Two d i f f e r e n t  ty p e s  o f  p rob lem s have a r iz e n  
w it h  th e  l a s t  two i s s u e s  w h ich  a r e  g o in g  to  r e q u ir e  
some c h a n g e s . 1 ) I  have a lw a y s  shown a month as w e l l  
as a number on th e  o u t s id e  c o v e r  o f  T r a n s v e s t ia .  In  
F eb ru a ry  I  made a rra n g em en ts  w ith  a la r g e  m agazin e  
d i s t r i b u t o r  in  S o . C a l i f ,  t o  sp r e a d  TVia o v er  some 
35 d i f f e r e n t  n e w sta n d s . A f t e r  b e in g  o u t  fo r  a b o u t  
2 w eeks a la r g e  number w ere r e tu r n e d . On c h e c k in g  
as to  w hy, th e  d i s t r i b u t o r  n o t ic e d  t h a t  th e  i s s u e s  
(N. 4 8 )  was marked D ec. 1967 and n ew sta n d s j u s t  d o n t  

w ant o ld  m a t e r ia l .  They had no way o f  know ing t h a t  
t h a t  was th e  c u r r e n t  i s s u e .  In  t h e i r  fr e q u e n t  sw eeps  
th ro u g h  t h e i r  s t o c k s  th e y  s im p ly  p ic k  up a l l  p a s t  
d a te d  ite m s  and r e tu r n  them . From t h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  
I  le a r n e d  why m a g a z in es  com ing o u t  in  March a r e  d a t ­
ed June o r  e v e n  J u ly .  I t  makes them  up to  d a te  lo n g ­
e r  and p r e v e n t s  th e  n ew stan d  from  r e tu r n in g  them .

2 )  Due t o  c ir c u m s ta n c e s  beyond my c o n t r o l  i . e .  
p rob lem s a t  th e  p r i n t e r ,  No. 49 was 5 w eeks l a t e  in  
a p p e a r in g . U n d e r s ta n d a b ly  t h i s  yw orried  s c o r e s  o f  
you and I  was d e lu g e d  w ith  w hat I fv e  come to  c a l l ,  
"Where th e  h e l l  i s  i t ? "  l e t t e r s .  S in c e  I  f in d  i t  a l ­
m ost im p o s s ib le  to  k eep  up w ith  e s s e n t i a l  c o r r e s p o n d ­
e n c e  on to p  o f  e v e r y t h in g  e l s e  I  was s im p ly  u n a b le  to  
r e p ly  to  t h e s e  and t h i s  w o r r ie d  you e v e n  more and I  
g o t  a se c o n d  cro p  o f  m a il  from  som e. I  c a n t  blam e 
you b u t th e r e  was n o th in g  I  c o u ld  do a b o u t i t  b u t  
w a it  th e  s i t u a t i o n  o u t .  The m in u te  th e  i s s u e  was a -  
v a i l a b l e  we w orked t i l l  e a r ly  m orning g e t t i n g  i t  o u t .

On to p  o f  t h e s e  m a tte r s  i s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  w hat 
w ith  my m aking l e c t u r e  t o u r s ,  som etim es ta k in g  a v a ­
c a t i o n  t r i p ,  b e in g  s i c k  or o th e r  demands on my tim e I  
c a n n o t a lw a y s  g e t  th e  m agazin e  p u t t o g e t h e r  and in t o
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th e  hands o f  th e  p r in t e r  on th e  1 5 th  o f  th e  month 
p r io r  to  th e  su p p o sed  1 s t .  o f  th e  month p r i n t i n g .
T h is means t h a t  i t  w i l l  be l a t e  from  a c o u p le  o f  days  
to  a c o u p le  o f  w e e k s . T h is  in  tu r n  b e g in s  to  make 
s u b s c r ib e r s  wonder i f  t h e i r  s u b s c r ip t io n s  have run  
o u t ,  w h eth er  we g o t  th e  o r d e r  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  or  
w h eth er  sh ip m en t was l o s t  in  th e  m a ils  or  w h a t.

S o , in  v ie w  o f  t h e s e  th r e e  f a c t o r s  I  am m aking  
a s m a ll c h a n g e . (1 )  The month w i l l  no lo n g e r  ap p ear  
on th e  o u t s id e  f r o n t  c o v e r  and on th e  s p in e  th ou gh  I  
w i l l  p ro b a b ly  s t i l l  p u t i t  on th e  c o n t e n t s  p a g e . (2 )
I  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to  p u b l i s h  on an a p p r o x im a te ly  e v e r y  
o th e r  month b a s i s  b u t w i l l  n o t  f e e l  s o  h a r r ie d  by a 
f i r s t  o f  th e  month d e a d l in e .  I  w i l l  j u s t  do i t  a s  
i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  fo r  me to  do i t .  As we g e t  l a r g e r ,  and 
we a r e ,  ( I  in c r e a s e d  th e  p r in t in g  50% w ith  # 4 9 )  th e  
p r e s s u r e s  o f  r e c o r d  k e e p in g , m a il  and s h ip p in g  mount 
and I'm  t i r e d  o f  b e in g  under p r e s s u r e  a l l  th e  tim e  .
3 ) S n ee th e  d a te  o f  a p p ea ra n ce  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be  
som ewhat more i r r e g u la r  th a n  in  th e  p a s t  th e r e  has to  
be some way f o r  you to  be a s s u r e d  t h a t  you r o r d e r  
has b een  r e c e iv e d  and r e c o r d e d . T h e r e fo r e  i f  YOU 
w i l l  p u t in  w ith  you r o r d e r  a s m a ll  s l i p  o f  p ap er  
s a y in g ,  "Your o r d e r  r e c e iv e d  and r e c o r d e d  on ( d a t e )  11 
AND a stam p ed , s e l f  a d d r e sse d  e n v e lo p e  X w i l l  be g la d  
to  a ck n ow led ge  th e  r e c e i p t  o f  th e  o r d e r  and m a il i t  
back  to  y o u . T h is  o n ly  a p p l i e s  to  ad van ce o r d e r s  o f  
c o u r s e  a s o th e r s  w i l l  be m a ile d  to  you in  a few  d a y s .  
T h is way you w i l l  know t h a t  th e  o n ly  r e a s o n  you h ave  
n o t  g o t t e n  th e  o r d e r  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  y e t  a v a i l a b l e .  
I t  i s  s im p ly  im p o s s ib le  to  w r i t e  p e r s o n a l  n o t e s  on  
th e s e  m a t t e r s .  I f  you w ant a s s u r a n c e  o f  r e c e i p t  and 
r e c o r d a t io n  t h i s  i s  th e  way to  do i t .

When you s u b s c r ib e  f o r  a y e a r  you  w i l l  in  e f f e c t  
be sub s c r ib in g  f o r  6 i s s u e s  sp r e a d  o v e r  a p p r o x im a te ly  
12 m o n t h s . . . i t  may be 10 or  13 b u t you w i l l  g e t  you r  
moneys w o r th  in  due c o u r s e .  Nobody h a s b een  a b le  to  
a c c u s e  me o f  d is h o n e s t y  y e t  and th e y  w i l l  n o t  be a b le  
to  in  th e  fu t u r e  b u t you w i l l  have to  h ave p a t ie n c e  
and w a it  and t r u s t  me t o  g e t  i t  t o  y o u .
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I  w ould  l i k e  to  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th o s e  o f  you who 
w an t r e a d in g  m a t e r ia l  more o f t e n  th a n  e v e r y  o th e r  
m onth o r d e r  in  b e tw een  th o s e  b ack  i s s u e s  t h a t  you do 
n o t  a lr e a d y  h a v e . N os. 1 , 2 , 4 , 6 , 7 , 8 , 1 2 , 2 6  a r e  o u t o f  
p r i n t  and th e r e  a r e  n o t  many 1 6 s ,1 7 s  and some o th e r s  
l e f t .  But t h e r e  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  o f  th e  o t h e r s .  N o th ­
in g  i n  TVia i s  d a te d  and th e  s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  and 
o t h e r  m a t e r ia l  in  N o s .3 and 5 ( e a r l i e s t  i s s u e s  s t i l l  
a v a i l a b l e )  f o r  ex a m p le , a r e  j u s t  a s i n t e r e s t i n g  and 
p e r t i n e n t  a s  th e  i s s u e  you a r e  now r e a d in g .  In  ad d ­
i t i o n  to  t h i s  many o f  th e  p rob lem s and i n t e r e s t s  o f  
r e a d e r s  who h ave  j o in e d  us in  th e  l a s t  c o u p le  o f  y e a r s  
w ere  d i s c u s s e d  lo n g  ago  i n  e a r l i e r  i s s u e s .  For e x ­
am ple i n  N o s. 2 8 ,2 9 ,3 0  and 32 t h e r e  i s  a s e r i e s  o f  
fo u r  a r t i c l e s  by B e a t r ic e  on "What t o  Wear" t e l l i n g  
a l l  a b o u t s i z e s ,  s t y l e s ,  s u i t a b l e  t y p e s ,  c o lo r s  and 
m a t e r ia l s  f o r  v a r io u s  k in d s  o f  f i g u r e s  e t c .  Y et e v e r y  
now and th e n  a new r e a d e r  w an ts to  know so m eth in g  a -  
b o u t t h e s e  m a t t e r s .  I t  h as a l l  b een  done in  th e  p a s t  
and I  c a n t  v e r y  w e l l  f i l l  new i s s u e s  w ith  r e h a sh e s  
o f  p a s t  m a t e r ia l  or  th e  o ld  tim e  r e a d e r s  w ould  have  
a j u s t i f i a b l e  g r i p e .  So o r d e r  th e  back  i s s u e s  w h eth ­
e r  one a t  a t im e  or  i n  th e  6 fo r  $20  back  i s s u e  d e a l .

A lo n g  t h i s  same lin e *  some a w f u l ly  good m a t e r ia l  
a p p ea red  in  th e  Fem m eM irror. T here a r e  s t i l l  v a r i e s  
am ounts o f  a b o u t 32 d i f f e r e n t  i s s u e s  in  s t o c k  and a t  
h a l f  th e  o r i g i n a l  p r i c e ,  nam ely  50$ e a c h  in  a m in i­
mum o f  s i x  a t  a t im e  you c e r t a i n l y  c a n t  b e a t  i t .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  f o r  th o s e  who l i k e  s c r a p  book m a te r ia  th e r e  
a r e  a l s o  th e  b ack  i s s u e s  o f  th e  C l ip s h e e t  w h ich  can  
be had s e p a r a t e l y  a t  th e  same p r i c e  f i g u r e  (sam e m in­
imum) ofc m ixed  a s  you w is h  w ith  th e  M irror  s o  lo n g  
a s  i t  i s  a $3 minimum o r d e r .

So t h a t s  how i t  i s .  I  hope you u n d ersta n d  th e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e s e  ch a n g e s  and w i l l  c o o p e r a te  w ith  
them . Remember f o r  a d v a n ce  o r d e r s  o n ly ,  i f  you w ant 
t o  know f o r  s u r e  t h a t  th e  o r d e r  was r e c e iv e d  and r e ­
co rd ed  sen d  me a ca rd  i n  a stam ped a d d r e sse d  e n v e lo p e  
and 1**11 r e t u r n  i t  t o  y o u . In  f a c t  you ca n  a lw a y s g e t  
q u ic k e r  a n sw ers  w it h  su c h  c a r d s  on any s u b j e c t .
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b y  E l o i s e  ( 2 1 - F - 3 )  F P E

E d i t o r ' s  N o te :

The f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r  was s e n t  by one o f  our  
g i r l s  to  th e  B o sto n  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y . I t  i s  r e p r i n t ­
ed h e r e  t o  show  th e  e n t e r p r i s e  o f  E l o i s e  b u t a l s o  
t o  s e r v e  as a m odel and s u g g e s t io n  to  th e  r e s t  o f  
you  t o  do th e  sam e. D o n 't  j u s t  bemoan th e  la c k  o f  
p u b l ic  in f o r m a t io n  and u n d e r s ta n d in g , do so m eth in g  
a b o u t i t .  T h is  i s  a s im p le  way to  s t a r t .  M oreover, 
I ' l l  p i t c h  i n  w i t h  y o u . . . . I f  any o f  you w i l l  sen d  
me a l e t t e r  a d d r e s s e d  t o  th e  l i b r a r i a n  o f  a c i t y ,  
c o u n ty  or  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  or t h a t  o f  a U n i v e r s i t y ,  
t e l l i n g  them  t h a t  you  a r e  d o n a t in g  th e  book The 
TV and W ife  to  th e  l i b r a r y  and w i l l  sen d  me you r  
c h e c k  f o r  $2 ( h a l f  p r i c e )  I  w i l l  s h ip  i t  t o  them  
and p ay th e  p o s t a g e  (4 8 $ )  m y se lf*  T h is  way we 
c o u ld  g e t  th e  in f o r m a t io n  a rou n d . I s n 't :  th e  h e lp  
y o u 'v e  r e c e iv e d  w o r th  $2 to  h e lp  o th e r s ?

Head L ib r a r ia n :
D ear S ir  o r  Madam:

H appening to  g la n c e  in  th e  l i b r a r y  ca rd  f i l e  
u n d er "T" I  found  a new h e a d in g , " T r a n sv e s t ism " . I  
h ave lo o k e d  f o r  many y e a r s  f o r  t h i s  l i s t i n g .  The 
l i b r a r y  i s  k e e p in g  i n  s t e p  w it h  th e  t im e s .  A l l  ty p e s  
o f  s u b j e c t s  a r e  o p e n ly  d i s c u s s e d  now w h ich  in  th e  p a s t  
w ere n o t  e v e n  m e n tio n e d . The book s e l e c t i o n  co m m itt­
e e  , n o t  b e in g  f a m i l i a r  w it h  th e  s u b j e c t  c o u ld  n o t  be 
blam ed f o r  d o in g  a m e d io c r e  j o b .  They c o u ld  n o t  have  
s e l e c t e d  two w o r se  ex a m p les  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th e  p r a c t ­
i c e .

"A Y ear Among The G ir ls "  i s  s l a n t e d  and f u l l  o f
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p e r s o n a l a t t a c k s .  The p e t t y  v i n d i c t i v e n e s s  o f  th e  
a u th o r  v i t i a t e s  w hat c o u ld  h ave b een  an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
w ork. T h is  le a v e s  us w ith  m e r e ly  an  a c c o u n t  o f  th e  
p e r s o n a l  r e a c t io n s  o f  one man and no i n s i g h t  i n t o  th e  
c o n d i t io n .

The l e s s  s a id  a b o u t th e  o th e r  book th e  b e t t e r .  
"Mr. Madam", has n o th in g  to  do w it h  T r a n s v e s t is m .
I t  i s  th e  p u r p o r te d  l i f e  s t o r y  o f  a h o m o sex u a l who 
u sed  t r a n s v e s t i c  a c t i v i t y  a s  a p a r t  o f  h i s  " s to c k  in  
tr a d e " . I t  i s  n o t  e v e n  a good d e s c r  p t io n  o f  homo­
s e x u a l i t y .  M o s t  H om osexuals l i v e  q u ie t  l i v e s  and  
do n o t  go in  f o r  ex trem e b e h a v io r  l i k e  t h i s .  T h ere  
a r e  many who l i v e  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from  
t h e i r  n e ig h b o r s .  T h is  book i s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  w i ld  
u n c o n t r o l le d  and n ea r  p s y c h o t ic  b e h a v io r ,  t y p i f y i n g  
o n ly  th e  w a y -o u t g ro u p . Much o f  i t  i s  f i c t i o n .

F i c t i o n  i s  one t h in g .  A book t h a t  i s  p u r p o r te d  
to  be a tr u e  l i f e  s t o r y ,  b u t  i s  i n  f a c t  l a r g e l y  f i c ­
t i c i o u s  d o es n o t  b e lo n g  i n  an i n s t i t u t i o n  w here p e o p le  
a r e  s e e ik j n g  th e  t r u t h .  To p u t i n f e r i o r  w orks on th e  
s h e l v e s ,  a f t e r  s o  many y e a r s  o f  ig n o r in g  th e  s u b j e c t  
d o es an i n j u s t i c e  b o th  t o  th e  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  and to  
fche l i b r a r y ,  in  t h a t  d o u b ts  a r e  r a i s e d  a s  to  th e  a -  
b i l i t y  o f  th e  l i b r a r y  to  s u p p ly  f a c t u a l  in f o r m a t io n .

The t r u t h  i s  t h a t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  m ale t r a n s ­
v e s t i t e s  a r e  h e t e r o -  n o t  h o m o -se x u a l. S u rv ey s  have  
shown t h a t  th e  p e r c e n ta g e  who a r e  m a rr ied  and have  
c h i ld r e n  i s  a b o u t th e  same a s t h a t  o f  th e  g e n e r a l  
p o p u la t io n .  I  m y s e lf  h ave e n jo y e d  d r e s s in g  in  fem ­
in in e  c lo t h in g  a t  i n t e r v a l s  s i n c e  c h i ld h o o d . I  have  
n e v e r  ta k e n  p a r t  in  a h om osexu a l a c t  nor e v e r  d e s ir e d  
t o .  I  s im p ly  am n o t  i n c l i n e d  t h a t  way r e g a r d le s s  o f  
th e  ty p e  o f  c l o t h i n g  in  w h ich  I  am a t t i r e d .  I  know 
many o th e r s  who a r e  s i m i l a r .

I  b e lo n g  to  an o r g a n iz a t io n  w h ich  i s  w o rk in g  to  
b r in g  e n lig h te n m e n t  to  th e  p u b l ic  on t h i s  s u b j e c t .  I  
e n c lo s e  a p am p h let w h ich  d i s c u s s e s  th e  s u b j e c t  w ith  
c l a r i t y  w h ich  I  hope you w i l l  f in d  o f  v a lu e .
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When th e  p rob lem  o f  t r a n s v e s t i s m  comes up in  a 
f a m ily  th e  memvers s e a r c h  f r a n t i c a l l y  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  . 
D o c to r s  d o n t know much a b o u t i t  and n e i t h e r  d o es  an y­
one e l s e .  Im a g in e  th e  p l i g h t  o f  a w o r r ie d  m other or  
w if e  who has found  h er  so n  or  husband d r e s s e d  in  h er  
c l o t h i n g .  She com es to  th e  l i b r a r y  s e e k in g  in fo r m a ­
t i o n  and f in d s  "Mr.Madam"I A f t e r  r e a d in g  t h a t  and 
t h in k in g  t h a t  t h i s  d e s c r ib e s  h er  so n  o r  husband sh e  
i s  l i a b l e  to  com m it s u i c i d e  or  do away w ith  him . A t  
th e  v e r y  l e a s t  i t  c o u ld  make a bad s i t u a t i o n  i n f i n i t e ­
l y  w o r s e . May I  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  l ib r a r y  make a p o in t  
o f  o b t a in in g  th e  b o o k , "The T r a n s v e s t i t e  and H is W ife" . 
T h is  book was w r i t t e n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a s  a g u id e  to  th e  
w if e  fa c e d  w it h  t h i s  p rob lem . I t  was p u b lis h e d  by 
A r g y le  P r e s s  in  Los A n g e le s  in  1967 b u t can  a l s o  be 
o b ta in e d  from  th e  a d d r e s s  g iv e n  on th e  e n c lo s e d  pam­
p h l e t .

You w ould  s e r v e  th e  p u b l ic  b e t t e r  e i t h e r  by r e ­
m oving "Mr. Madam" from  you r s h e lv e s  or a t  th e  v e r y  
l e a s t  f i l e  ilt  under so m e th in g  o th e r  th a n  " T r a n s v e s t ­
ism " a s i t  d o e s  n o t  d e a l  w ith  t h a t  s u b j e c t  a t  a l l .
The l i b r a r y  h as th e  o b l i g a t i o n  to  p r o v id e  in fo r m a t io n  
to  p e o p le  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  t h i s  p rob lem  w h ich  w i l l  
h e lp  e n a b le  them  to  d e a l  w ith  i t .  I  hope you w i l l  do 
you r p l a i n  d u ty  o f  g e t t i n g  a book t h a t  w i l l  h e lp  and 
rem ov in g  o r  r e l i s t i n g  one w h ich  ca n  do i r r e p a r a b le  
harm.

Y ours s i n c e r e l y

*'1*11 be g la d  when he 
g e t s  o p e r a te d  on . 
H e 's  th e  l a s t  one in  
th e  o f f i c e "
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b y  V i r g i n i a

My a p p ea ra n ce  on th e  A la n  Burke show  in  N .Y .
March 2 was a b ig  s u c c e s s  i n  more ways th a n  o n e .  
Susanna has g iv e n  a l i s t e n e r s  o p in io n  i n  h e r  colum n  
so  I  w ont d w e ll  on  t h a t .  But th e  o th e r  form  o f  s u c ­
c e s s  was in  th e  m a il r e s p o n s e .  T here h ave  b e e n  w e l l  
o v er  100 l e t t e r s  o f  in q u ir y  f o r  th e  l e a f l e t ,  p r i c e  
l i s t  e t c .  m e n tio n in g  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  had h eard  th e  
program . I n t e r e s t i n g l y  en ou gh  a f a i r  number o f  th e  
l e t t e r s  w ere  from  GGs o f  one k in d  o r  a n o th e r  a t  l e a s t  
one from  a woman who in d ic a t e d  a w i l l i n g n e s s  to  le a r n  
b e c a u se  o f  a " r e la t iv e "  and p erh a p s u n d e r s ta n d in g  
m ig h t r e s u l t  and b r in g  a m easu re o f  h a p p in e s s  w here  
th e r e  had b een  none f o r  y e a r s .  I  ta k e  t h i s  " r e l a t i v e "  
to  be so n  o r  husband and i f  h a p p in e s s  ca n  r e s u l t  from  
t h i s  in t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  s u b j e c t  i t  w i l l  b e w o n d e r fu l .

As I  in d ic a t e d  i n  #49  I  w i l l  be m aking a n o th e r  
t r i p  i n  May and w h i le  o th e r  s t o p s  may d e v e lo p  b e tw een  
th e  tim e o f  w r i t in g  t h i s  and my d e p a r tu r e  th e  a p p e a r ­
a n c e s  a lr e a d y  a rra n g ed  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :
May 5 F ly  to  W a sh in g to n  D .C .
May 6 W ash in gton  D .C . " H ere ’s B arb ara  Show".
May 7 -8  In  W ash in gton  s i g h t  s e e in g  and???
May 9 F ly  to  C le v e la n d  m eet grou p  t h a t  n ig h t  
May 10 Do A la n  D o u g la s R a d io  and TV show  
May 11 F ly  to  C h ica g o  to  do K up's Show on WBKB 

and M arty F a y e 's  show on WCIU 
May 12 In  C h ic a g o , p r o b a b ly  m eet w it h  some FPEs 
May 13 F ly  to  B o sto n
May 14 Sem inar on T r a n s s e x u a l i t y  a t  Amer. P sy c h . Con­

v e n t io n .  Show on WBZ one day t h i s  w eek . M eet 
w ith  N. Eng. c h a p te r  t h i s  w eek  

May 18 or 19 F ly  New York  
May 20 B arry  F a rb er  show  WOR New York
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May 21 to  May 30  a s  y e t  u n co m m itted . O th er N .Y . 
show s l i k e  B arry  G rey , Long Joh n  N e b e l have  
shown i n t e r e s t  b u t  a r e  u n co m m itted . B a lt im o r e  
P h i l l y ,  and P i t t s b u r g  h ave s t a t i o n s  a f f i l i a t e d  
w it h  WBZ i n  B o sto n  in  th e  W estin g h o u se  n etw ork  
and th e y  a r e  b e in g  c o n ta c te d  w ith  h op es o f  d o ­
in g  s o m e th in g . Have a sk ed  members in  A t la n t a ,  
M iam i, Palm  B ea ch , D a l la s  to  t r y  to  d ig  som e­
th in g  up to  f i l l  t h i s  p e r io d .

May 30 F ly  t o  C h ica g o
May 31 The J e r r y  W illia m s  show in  C h icago  on 

WBBM-TV
Ju n e 1 M eet w ith  th e  C h ica g o  c h a p te r  FPE 
Ju n e 2 and a f t e r ,  v i s t  w ith  F ran  in  W ise , on  

on to  M in n e a p o lis  i f  WCCO-TV r e s p o n d s .

So th e r e  a r e  6 a p p e a r a n c e s  d e f i n i t e l y  s c h e d u le d  
and s e v e r a l  more Mi n  th e  w o rk s" . The r e s p o n s e  b o th  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  and e d u c a t io n a l ly  o f  t h e s e  a p p ea ra n ces  
i s  g e n e r a l l y  g r e a t  and s p r e a d s  our s t o r y  w id e ly .  I  
may w e l l  be n o t  th e  o n ly  one who CAN do t h i s ,  b u t so  
f a r  w ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  Ann lO -M -2 's  a p p ea ra n ce  in  
W ash in gton  TV a y e a r  ago  am th e  o n ly  one who IS  d o in g  
i t .  I t  i s  fu n  and a l l  t h a t  t r a v e l i n g  a rou n d , b u t i t  
ta k e s  a l o t  o f  t im e  from  o th e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  I  
h ave  a s  w e l l  a s a l o t  o f  m oney. I  am s im p ly  n o t  in  
a p o s i t i o n  to  s ta n d  t h i s  s o r t  o f  c o s t  p e r s o n a l ly .  I  
am g e t t i n g  $ 100  tow ard  th e  t r i p  from  th e  C le v e la n d  
show  b u t th e  o th e r  show s g e n e r a l l y  d o n t p a y . So as  
I  a sk ed  you  i n  # 4 9 , i f  you  a r e  a b le  and i f  you a p p r e ­
c i a t e  " b e in g  found" y o u r s e l f  and know ing t h a t  you  
a r e n ' t  a lo n e ,  p l e a s e  h e lp  me to  f in d  o t h e r s  by t h i s  
m eans. Send me a few  bu ck s tow ard  t h i s  c a u s e . I t  
w i l l  be a ck n o w led g ed  and t r i p  e x p e n se s  w i l l  be a c ­
c o u n te d  f o r  and s e n t  to  e a c h  p e r s o n  c o n t r ib u t in g .
I'm  n o t  t r y in g  to  make money f o r  me, b u t to  c a r r y  
th e  work f u r t h e r  to  more p e o p le  and r a d io  and TV i s  
th e  b e s t  way t o  do i t .  S in c e  m ost o f  you a r e  n o t  in  
a p o s i t i o n  to  do more a c t i v e  th in g s  f o r  th e  c a u se  I  
w ould  a p p r e c ia t e  you r a s s i s t i n g  me to  do i t  f o r  you  
i n  t h i s  w ay.

®



C h a r l o t t e J o y c e  -  C a l i f .

A n g e l i c a  -  D enm ark

R u th  ( 9 - C - l ) F P E
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s i d e  o f  l i f e  b u t  a l s o  t o  i t s  r i d i c u l o u s  and o f f  b e a t  
a s p e c t s .  Thus a number o f  c a r to o n s  rep ro d u ced  in  th e
f o l lo w in g  p a g e s  a r e  b a sed  on th e  e v e r  more o b v io u s  
m ovem ent from  th e  ex trem e p o l a r i z a t i o n  o f  m a sc u lin e  
and f e m in in e ,  c l o t h i n g ,  h a ir d o s  and a c c e s s o r i e s  t o ­
ward th e  c e n t e r  p o s i t i o n  o f  b e in g  more and more a -  
l i k e .  C a r t o o n is t s  g e n e r a l l y  b e in g  o f  th e  o ld e r  g e n ­
e r a t i o n  s e e  t h i s  m ovem ent a s  r i d i c u l o u s  and c o m ic a l  
r a t h e r  th a n  a m a n i f e s t a t io n  o f  a s o c i a l  movement a -  
way from  th e  f i x e d ,  s t r u c t u r e d  and com partm ented  
l i v i n g  o f  p r e v io u s  y e a r s .  I t  i s  p a r t  o f  th e  p r o t e s t  
o f  th e  young a g a i n s t  a l l  m anner o f  f a l s e ,  u n n e c e s ­
s a r y ,  h y p o c r i t i c a l  and d i v i s i v e  a t t i t u d e s  and p a t ­
t e r n s  t h a t  a f f l i c t  ou r c u l t u r e .  S in c e  th e  o ld e r  
g e n e r a t io n  a lw a y s  s e e k s  t o  m a in ta in  t h a t  to  w h ich  
i t  i s  a ccu sto m ed  h o ld in g  up to  r i d i c u l e  i s  one means 
o f  a t t e m p t in g  a " p u t down" o f  th e  y o u n g er  g e n e r a t io n .  
Of c o u r s e  i t  w on t s u c c e e d - - i t  n e v e r  d o e s — th e  yo u n g ­
e r  g e n e r a t io n  a lw a y s  g o e s  i t s  own w a y --e v e n  a s  you  
and I .

O th er  c a r to o n s  d e p i c t  t h a t  c u r i o s i t y  w h ich  a n ­
t h r o p o l o g i s t s  d e t e c t  e v e n  in  p r im i t iv e  c u l t u r e s  
a b o u t th e  s e x u a l - g e n d e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  th e  o th e r  s e x .  
M ost c a r t o o n i s t s  b e in g  m a le , t h e i r  c u r i o s i t y  i s  
aim ed a t  th e  f e m a le s .  Thus many c a r to o n s  p la c e  a 
m ale i n  a more o r  l e s s  f e m a le - f e m in in e  s i t u a t i o n  
w it h  a p p r o p r ia t e  c a p t io n .  T h is  e x p r e s s e s  n o t  o n ly  
th e  c a r t o o n i s t s  c u r i o s i t y  b u t a l s o  a p p e a ls  to  a l a r ­
g e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  h i s  r e a d e r s  a s  th e y  to o  s h a r e  t h i s  
in h e r a n t  c u r i o s i t y .

R e p r o d u c t io n  o f  t h e s e  c a r to o n s  i n  TVia i s  n o t  
in te n d e d  a s  a p la g ia r i s m  o f  o t h e r s  work b u t r a th e r  
a s  a com m entary on  ou r t im e s .  As th e  s o u r c e s  a r e  
n o t  known t h e r e  i s  no way o f  g iv in g  c r e d i t .
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"Meet George Smith—The best female impersonator in the business!"
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“We call ourselves the Fortuua Brothers, hut 
actually one of ns is a Fortuua sister."



"Permission to get tin- women 
ami children into the hjehoats, Cap'n ?"



"When You A re No. 2 
Y o u 'v e  G ot To T ry H a rd er!"



M a n s b r id g e  Daily Sketch
“ W hen are you  go in g  to be a m an, 

like you r m other? ”

“ What's a transvestmom?"
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b y B a r b a r a  ( 7 - H - 2 )  F P E

As I  r e f l e c t  on  my l i f e  I  m arv el t h a t  I  am a TV.
I  m a rv e l t h a t  in  a l l  th e  y e a r s  I  s p e n t  in  ig n o r a n c e ;  
n o t  know ing w h at name to  a p p ly  to  th e  s t r a n g e  one I  
knew m y s e lf  to  b e ; t h a t  I  d id  n o t  s t r a y  from  th e  c o n ­
c e p t  o f  T r a n s v e s t is m .

For y e a r s  I  f e l t  asham ed , p la g u e d  and b e d e v i le d  
by u r g e s  w h ich  I  f e l t  c o u ld  o n ly  be ig n o b le .  But 
y e t  my g u i l t  was n o t  g e n u in e , f o r  I  d id  n o t  h a te  t h i s  
f e m in in e  c r e a t u r e  f o r  h er  lo v e  o f  f a s h io n ,  a r t ,  c o lo r ,  
and d e l i c a c y ,  e v e n  th o u g h  i t  em b a rra ssed  me on o c c a ­
s i o n .

How to  r e c o n c i l e  t h i s  w o m a n -lik e  c r e a tu r e  w ith  
th e  w a r r i o r - s c i e n t i s t ,  p h y s i c a l l y  p o w e r fu l m ale?

A lamp was l i g h t e d .  The l i g h t  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g  
w h ose s o u r c e  la y  w e s t  o f  th e  R o c k ie s  r e a c h e d  o u t  to  
me. I  w ou ld  be d i f f e r e n t  had i t  n o t .  Thank God i t  
d id .  When I  s to p p e d  s u p r e s s in g  h er  and a c c e p te d  h er  
a s  an  e q u a l p a r tn e r  in  my l i f e ,  I  found sh e  c a r r ie d  
h e r  s h a r e  o f  th e  lo a d  and on o c c a s io n ,  c o n t r ib u t e s  
t o  my o v e r  a l l  w e l l  b e in g .

I f  you  had a sk e d  me t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  ago  
w hat TVism d o e s  f o r  me I  w ou ld  h a v e  r e p l i e d  n o th in g ,  
i t  i s  a c u r s e  o f  th e  D e v i l .  Today i t  adds to  my 
l i f e  and I  h ave le a r n e d  to  lo v e  i t  and my f e l l o w  
human b e in g s  t h a t  much m ore.

How ca n  i t  p o s s i b l y  h e lp  a c h e m is t?  W ell l e t  
me t e l l  you  and p erh a p s you  w i l l  f in d  t h a t  you have  
b e e n  m is s in g  so m e th in g  t h a t  you  ca n  r e a d i l y  ta k e  
a d v a n ta g e  o f .

(m )
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P r im a r ily  T r a n s v e s t is m  p r o v id e s  an o u t l e t  fo r  
me th a t  i s  c o m p le te ly  a l i e n  to  my e v e r y  day s u r r o u n d ­
in g s .  The muted fe m m in ity  o f  my bed and b a th  a r e  in  
r e l a t i v e  c o n t r a s t  to  th e  h a r s h n e s s  o f  h ea v y  in d u s t r y .  
The s o o t h in g  in f lu e n c e  o f  a perfum ed b a th ,  a s o f t  
n i g h t i e  and a s i l k e n  ro b e  c o u p le d  w it h  a good  book  
c o n d i t io n s  me fo r  a n o th e r  g r u e l in g  day in  th e  p r e s ­
su r e  r id d e n  a tm o sp h ere  o f  a b u sy  la b .

T r a n s v e s t is m  p r o v id e s  one w it h  an a l l  con su m in g  
i n t e r e s t  in  f a s h io n ,  c o s m e t ic s ,  and b e a u ty  a id s  i n  
g e n e r a l .  T h is  e x c i t e s  my p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  in  
th e  c h e m is tr y  in v o lv e d  and le a d s  to  c o l l a t e r a l  r e a d ­
in g .  S in c e  c h e m is tr y  i s  su c h  an a l l  em b racin g  f i e l d  
t h i s  f r e q u e n t ly  le a d s  to  th o u g h t  p a t t e r n s  w h ich  o v e r ­
la p  in t o  my p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d  o f  i n t e r e s t .

C h e m ic a lly  s p e a k in g  we a r e  an  o d d it y  s i n c e  we 
a re  co m p rised  p r im a r i ly  o f  a m ale body and an a s s o r t ­
m ent o f  n a tu r a l  and m ir a c le  f i b e r s ,  e la s t o m e r s ,  d y e ­
s t u f f s ,  p ig m e n ts , p l a s t i c s  and m e ta ls  o f  v a r io u s  
ty p e s  w h ich  when p r o p e r ly  a sse m b le d  r e s e m b le  a l o v e l y  
(we h op e) woman.

A se c o n d a r y  bonus i s  p r o v id e d  when a s  I  s i t  a t  
my d esk  w ith  one o f  th o s e  v e x in g  p ro b lem s t h a t  cro p  
up now and th e n . Som etim es my mind g o e s  b la n k  and 
my th o u g h t p r o c e s s e s  s t a g n a t e .  Then th e  f ir m  i n ­
s i s t e n c e  o f  my g i r d l e  in v a d e s  my th o u g h ts  and B arbara  
ta k e s  o v e r  fo r  a f l i g h t  o f  fa n c y . Som etim es I  go  
sh o p p in g  m e n ta l ly  o r  to  a b e a u ty  p a r lo r ,  b u t  when I  
r e tu r n  I  f e e l  r e f r e s h e d  and r e a d y  f o r  a new t r y  a t  
th e  o ld  p rob lem .

T h ir d ly ,  T r a n s v e s t is m  has aw akened in  me a d e ­
s i r e  to  m other th e  w h o le  human r a c e .  A d e s i r e  to  be  
more t o l e r a n t  and u n d e r s ta n d in g  and t o  e x te n d  com­
p a s s io n  to  a l l  w it h  whom I  a s s o c i a t e .

So you s e e  T r a n s v e s t is m  i s  no lo n g e r  a b u rd en  
or a c u r s e ,  in  t r u t h  i t  n e v e r  w a s. I t  has b een  th e  
aw akening o f  a f a c e t  o f  my p e r s o n a l i t y  t h a t  I  h o n e s t ly
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l i k e  ----- in  th e  d ark  o r  in  th e  f u l l  l i g h t  o f  d a y .

When I  lo o k  in  my m irro r  and s e e  a p e r so n  c le a n  
and n e a t  and a l l  in  p in k  l o v e l i n e s s  I  th in k  how hard  
I  t r i e d  to  k i l l  h er  and I  a sk  !,Why? Why?" sh e  r e p ­
r e s e n t s  c l e a n l i n e s s ,  g r a c e ,  b e a u ty , w arm th, lo v e  and 
c o m p a ss io n . She i s  c i v i l i z e d ,  o r d e r ly  and c o n s c io u s  
o f  s o c i a l  g r a c e s .  She has n e v e r  ta k e n  l i f e ,  sh e  
s e e k s  o n ly  t o  n u r tu r e  i t .  She d o es  n o t  d e v o te  h er  
tim e  and s k i l l  t o  d e v e lo p in g  more e f f i c i e n t  ways o f  
e x te r m in a t in g  h er  f e l l o w  man and y e t  sh e  m ust be  
h id d e n  l e s t  by sh o w in g  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  to  th e  
w o r ld  sh e  b r in g  d i s g r a c e  and r i d i c u l e  upon h er  lo v e d  
o n e s .

But th e  v e r y  f a c t  t h a t  sh e  e x i s t s  i s  a trium ph  
o f  th e  s p i r i t  and sh e  e x i s t s  n o t  a s  a s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y  
b u t r i g h t f u l l y  a s p a r t  o f  th e  w h o le .

BARBARA

- - - L A  FEMME FACIAL SALON - - -  

ELECTROLYSIS ooo  FACIALS ooo MAKEUP CONSULTANT

You owe i t  to  you r F em m eself  
t o  l e t  h er  lo o k  h er  l o v l i e s t .

I  am w e l l  a c q u a in te d  w ith  TVs. I  know t h e i r  
s p e c i a l  p rob lem s and I  can  h e lp  you w ith  y o u r s .

P r iv a c y  and U n d e r sta n d in g  A ssu red  
My S a lo n  i s  in  my own home.

P le a s e  c a l l  f o r  in fo r m a t io n  or an a p p o in tm en t

LOLA de BORSODY
350 E. 7 7 th  S t .  UN 1 -6 2 0 8  New Y ork, N .Y .
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IF YOUR BOYSELF WEARS GLASSES 
YOUR GIRLSELF NEEDS THEM TOO.

GIVE HER THE CONSIDERATION A LADY DESERVES 
GET HER A PAIR OF BEAUTIFUL FEMININE GLASSES.

We o f f e r  com p lete  o p t i c a l  s e r v ic e  
a t  r e a so n a b le  p r i c e s .  Over 300 s t y l e s ,

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

ASK FOR ELLIOTT AND SAY THAT YOU ARE A 
FRIEND OF VIRGINIA.

We h a v e  p r i v a t e  f i t t i n g  ro o m s and  a r e  
u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  n e e d s  o f  T V s .
No e m b a ra s s m e n t  o r  c o m p lo c a t io n s .

D .N . M o r le y  -  R e g a l O p t i c i a n s  
2 0 2 6  W e s t 6 t h  S t .

L o s  A n g e le s ,  C a l i f .  
H U b b ard  3 - 3 9 5 0

C ou rtesy  P ark in g  4 doors e a s t  a t  U nion S t a t io n  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *



H i, ev ery b o d y :

E a s te r n  TV's a r e  s t i l l  t a l k ­
in g  a b o u t V i r g i n i a ' s  t e l e v i s e d  
in t e r v ie w  on th e  A1 Burke show .
I t  was a m ost r e f r e s h in g  b r e e z e  
aim ed a t  th e  h o t  and s t i c k y  
w e a th e r  o f  p u b l ic  o p in io n .  Even  
th o s e  TV 's who a r e  u s u a l ly  q u ic k  
to  d is a g r e e  w ith  V ir g in ia  c o u ld  
n o t  f in d  much to  co m p la in  a b o u t. 
She d id  n o t  make a f o o l  o f  h e r ­

s e l f . . .  sh e  lo o k e d  and b eh aved  " r e a l"  under th e  p i t i ­
l e s s  g la r e  o f  th e  T e l e v i s i o n  c a m e r a s . . .  and ab ove a l l  
sh e  s t o l e  th e  show  from  Burke who has th e  r e p u t a t io n  
o f  b e in g  one o f  th e  t o u g h e s t ,  m ost m e r c i l e s s  h o s t s  on  
th e  t e l e v i s i o n  s c r e e n . . .V i r g i n i a  had a l l  th e  an sw ers  
. . . s h e  p a r r i e d . . . c o u n t e r - a t t a c k e d . . .an d  k e p t  th e  d i a ­
lo g u e  on h er  grou n d s a l l  th e  w ay. I f  one d id  n o t  
a g r e e  w it h  e v e r y t h in g  t h a t  V ir g in ia  s a id  i t  w ould  be 
p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u g g e s t  a b e t t e r  p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  
"our'r s u b j e c t  to  an a u d ie n c e  w h ich  ca n  be c o n s e r v a ­
t i v e l y  e s t im a t e d  i n  many, many th o u s a n d s . As Dr. 
B enjam in  rem arked " i t  was a v e r y  n ic e  p u b l ic  r e l a ­
t i o n s  jo b " . The TV im age em erged i n  a m ost p a la ­
t a b le  g u i s e  t o t a l l y  d e v o id  o f  a l l  th e  u s u a l " s ic k "  
c o n n o t a t io n s .

The l e s s o n  I  w ould  l i k e  to  draw from  V i r g i n i a ' s  
to p - n o t c h  p r e s e n t a t io n  (a s  fa r  a s  th e  r e s t  o f  us 
g o e s )  i s  th e  im p e r a t iv e  need  to  le a r n  to  t a l k .  T here  
a r e  many TV's who a r e  so  in c o h e r e n t  a b o u t p u t t in g  
f o r t h  a good argum ent t h a t  th e y  c o u ld n ' t  t a l k  a c a t  
in t o  c a t c h in g  a m ouse. I ' v e  s a id  t h i s  b e f o r e ,  b u t  
i t  n eed s  to  be r e p e a te d :  TV's sh o u ld  le a r n  to  be
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good d e fe n s e  la w y e r s ,  n o t  o n ly  from  a c r u s a d in g  s t a n d ­
p o in t ,  b u t fo r  t h e i r  own p r o t e c t i o n  when c o n fr o n te d  
w ith  an i r a t e  w i f e ,  a s u r p r is e d  c h i l d ,  o r  a sh o ck ed  
f r ie n d .

Burke t r i e d  to  tr a p  V ir g in ia  q u i t e  a few  t im e s ,  
b u t V ir g in ia  n e a t ly  f i e l d e d  h i s  t h r u s t s .  The o n ly  
tim e when Burke n e a r ly  s c o r e d  (n o t  q u i t e )  was when  
th e  s u b j e c t  o f  T V 's ta k in g  fe m a le  horm ones was b r o u g h t  
up. Burke was o b v io u s ly  t r y in g  to  h ave V ir g in ia  a d ­
m it t h a t  any TV who t r i e s  horm ones i s  a c t u a l l y  s a y ­
in g  he w ish ed  he w ere a woman in  body a s  w e l l  a s  in  
s o u l ,  and t h a t  t h i s  c o u ld  v e r y  w e l l  be th e  doorw ay  
in t o  t r a n s s e x u a l is m . V ir g in ia  sp o k e  v e r y  b lu n t ly :
" I f  I ’d had $ 5 ,0 0 0  when th e  C h r is t in e  J o r g e n so n  s t o r y  
made th e  h e a d l in e s  I  w ould  have h u r r ie d  t o  C open- 
h agu en . F o r tu n a te ly  I  d i d n ' t  have th e  $ 5 ,0 0 0  and 
s o  I  s ta y e d  h e r e ,  and had tim e  to  t h in k .  Today I
w o u ld n ’ t  have th e  o p e r a t io n  f o r  lo v e  o r  m o n ey ." -----
Such a s ta te m e n t  marks th e  b oundary b e tw e e n  th e  TV 
and th e  TS. The TV r e j e c t s  th e  th o u g h t o f  s u r g e r y .
He e n jo y s  l i v i n g  th e  two s i d e s  o f  th e  human c o in .
The TS h a te s  th e  m a s c u lin e  s i d e  and i s  w i l l i n g  to  
do a n y th in g  to  g e t  o u t  o f  th e  m ale r o l e  t h r u s t  upon  
him by n a tu r e .

L et us n o t i c e  h ow ever t h a t  V ir g in ia  u n d e r sc o r e d  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  sh e  had tim e  to  th in k  a b o u t th e  e n t i r e  
q u e s t io n .  And h e r e  I  th in k  we f in d  a v e r y  v i t a l  p a r t  
o f  th e  m a t te r .  To th in k  a b o u t so m e th in g  im p l ie s  b e ­
in g  in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  d a ta  s o  t h a t  ou r c o n ­
c lu s io n s  may be m e a n in g fu l. I f  we th in k  i n  ig n o r a n c e ,  
we j u s t  d o n ' t  g e t  an yw h ere . We n eed  in fo r m a t io n  in  
o r d e r  to  th in k  a b o u t o u r s e l v e s .  Have you  n o t ic e d  
t h a t  m ost TV's r e l a t e  th e  v e r y  same e x p e r ie n c e :
"When I  f i r s t  r e a l i z e d  I  w an ted  t o  w ear g i r l s '  c l o t h e s  
I  th o u g h t  I  was some s o r t  o f  a f r e a k ,  o r  p erh a p s a 
l a t e n t  " q u eer" , I  was u p s e t  and s c a r e d ."  Now, i f  a 
TV ca n  h arb or su c h  th o u g h ts  a b o u t h im s e l f  b e c a u s e  o f  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a ,  i t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  s u r p r i s in g  t h a t  
s o c i e t y  in  g e n e r a l  h a rb o rs  th e  v e r y  same th o u g h ts  
a b o u t a TV s i n c e  s o c i e t y  i s  fo r c e d  t o  t h in k  a b o u t us
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w it h o u t  h a v in g  s u f f i c i e n t  d a ta .

And how do we go  a b o u t g a t h e r in g  in fo r m a t io n ?  
T h ose  o f  us who h ave b een  lu c k y  to  m eet many TV’s 
and T S 's  have b een  a b le  to  g a th e r  in fo r m a t io n ,  make 
c o m p a r iso n s  and le a r n  a g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t o u r s e lv e s .
We a r e  in  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  en ou gh  d a ta  so  t h a t  we can  
s a y :  I 'm  a TV and n o t  a TS. B u t, l e t  us s to p  and
c o n s id e r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many TV's who have n o t  b een  
s o  lu c k y  and t h e r e f o r e  th e y  do n o t  r e a l l y  know w h eth ­
e r  th e y  a r e  TV's or T S 's .  I  d a re  s a y  t h a t  th e r e  a re  
some TV 's who a r e  r e a l l y  T S 's  and th e y  do n o t  know 
i t ,  j u s t  a s  th e r e  a r e  some who th in k  th e y  a r e  T S 's  
when th e y  a r e  r e a l l y  T V 's . The p rob lem  i s  th e n  a 
m a tte r  o f  s e l f - k n o w le d g e .  I  r e a l i z e  some o f  you may 
r e j e c t  my a s s u p t io n .  You may s a y :  "Come o n , S u san n a ,
how ca n  one be a TS and n o t  know i t ,  i s n ' t  i t  p r e t t y  
o b v io u s? "  The t r o u b le  i s  t h a t  i t  i s n ' t  a s o b v io u s  
a s one may im a g in e , a t  l e a s t  i n  some c a s e s .  I  have  
known T V 's , c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e y  w ere e x tr e m e ly  fond  
o f  c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  and n o th in g  e l s e ,  who, o v e r  a p e r ­
io d  o f  t im e , e x p e r ie n c e d  e m o t io n a l ch a n g es  w h ich  le d  
them  to  a TS l e v e l .  The an sw er h e r e  c o u ld  p erh ap s  
be fou n d  in  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e y  had b een  T S 's  a l l  a -  
lo n g  b u t  d i d n ' t  know i t .  T hat i s ,  th e  TS d r iv e  was 
d orm an t, r e p r e s s e d ,  o r  j u s t  b u d d in g . . . and i t  to o k  
a c e r t a i n  am ount o f  t im e  in  TV e x p e r ie n c e s  f o r  th e  
TS u rg e  to  a p p e a r .

Some s c h o o ls  o f  th o u g h t  c o n te n d  t h a t  b a s i c a l l y  
th e  TV i s  v e r y  fo n d  o f  h i s  m ale s e x  and e x t r a c t s  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p le a s u r e  from  i t ,  w h i le  th e  TS a c t u ­
a l l y  h a t e s  h i s  m ale  s e x  o rg a n s and c a n ' t  w a it  t o  g e t  
r id  o f  them . T h ese  d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o sse d  a t t i t u d e s  
a r e  su p p o sse d  t o  u n d e r s c o r e  th e  m ain d i f f e r e n c e  b e ­
tw een  a TV and a TS. B u t, th e r e  a r e  th o s e  who b e ­
l i e v e  t h a t  th e r e  i s  n o t  much d i s t a n c e  s e p a r a t in g  
lo v e  from  h a te  and t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  to o  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
l e a r n  to  h a te  t h a t  w h ich  we l o v e .  Anyway, t h e s e  ¡are 
a l l  t h e o r i e s  and i t  i s  n o t  my p u r p o se  to  p ro v e  or  
t o  d is p r o v e  them . A l l  I  know i s  t h a t  I ' v e  known 
a b o u t a d o z e n  T S 's  who h ave had th e  o p e r a t io n .  I
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m et them a l l  b e f o r e  th e  s e x  c h a n g e , and some o f  them , 
a t  f i r s t ,  d id  n o t  know th e y  w ere  T S ' s , . * . t h e y  o n ly  
knew t h a t  th e y  e n jo y e d  d r e s s in g  and w ould  f e e l  much 
h a p p ie r  a s  g i r l s  th a n  i n  t h e i r  m ale r o l e .  As th e y  
m u lt ip l i e d  t h e i r  TV h o u rs th e y  becam e c o n v in c e d  t h a t  
t h i s  was th e  way th e y  w ou ld  l i k e  to  sp en d  t h e i r  e n ­
t i r e  l i f e  and th e  h eck  w ith  th e  t r o u s e r s  and n e c k ­
t i e s !  T h e ir  m ain c o n c e r n  was th e  p rob lem  o f  th e  law  
and o f  s o c i e t y .  How w ould  th e y  go a b o u t e a r n in g  a 
l i v i n g  d r e s s e d  a s  g i r l s ?  C ould th e y  have a s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  o r  fa m ily  l i f e ? . . . . A n d  th e n  
th e r e  was th e  m a tte r  o f  p h y s ic a l  a p p e a r a n c e . A f t e r  
m a ss iv e  d o s e s  o f  horm ones w ould  th e y  s t i l l  r e t a i n  
c e r t a i n  m ale c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  w ou ld  make them  
lo o k  od d , f r e a k is h ?  So th e y  to o k  th e  b ig  s t e p .

Dr. B enjam in  w r i t e s  in  h i s  fa b u lo u s  s tu d y :  "The 
T r a n sse x u a l Phenomenon" t h a t  he d o e s  n o t  know o f  a 
s i n g l e  one o f  th e  T S 's  o p e r a te d  on who r e g r e t s  w hat  
was d on e . Far be i t  from  me to  d i s p u t e  t h i s  s t a t e ­
m ent. I  adm ire D r. B enjam in  to o  much fo r  t h a t .  But 
th e  germ  o f  a d o u b t gnaws i n s i d e  me. I f  I  w ere  a TS 
-  I  s a y  to  m y s e lf  - -  and had had th e  o p e r a t io n ,  w ou ld  
I  be w i l l i n g  to  a d m it t o  any l i v i n g  s o u l  t h a t  I  r e ­
g r e t t e d  my d e c i s i o n ,  i f  I  r e a l l y  d id  r e g r e t  i t ?  T rue  
e v e r y  sdLngle TS I ' v e  ta lk e d  t o  a f t e r  th e  o p e r a t io n  
t e l l s  me sh e  f e e l s  on to p  o f  th e  w o r ld , w h at a r e ­
l i e f !  What a s e n s e  o f  freed om ! O f b e in g  o n e ' s s e l f  
a t  l a s t !  And s t i l l ,  my d o u b ts  re m a in . I  c a n n o t  
q u i t e  a c c e p t  su c h  a d a z z l in g  s c e n e  o f  h a p p in e s s  when  
I  o b s e r v e  a human b e in g  who i s  s t i l l  s e c r e t l y  c o n ­
ce r n e d  w ith  th e  s i z e  o f  h er  hands f o r  in s t a n c e .  
Hormones and o p e r a t io n  n o t w it h s t a n d in g ,  b ig  hands 
w i l l  a lw a y s  rem a in  b ig  h a n d s . . .  t h i c k  n eck s  w i l l  a l ­
ways rem ain  t h ic k  n e c k s . • • s i x - f o o t  and o v e r  in  h e ig h t  
i s  n o t  shru n k  by h orm on es. . .  e v e n  th e  v o i c e  i s  n o t  
q u it e  w hat i t  sh o u ld  b e . . . a n d  s o  o n . . .M o r e o v e r , I ' v e  
s e e n  T S 's  who ea rn ed  an e x c e l l e n t  incom e b e f o r e  th e  
o p e r a t io n .  T oday, th e y  h ave t o  be s a t i s f i e d  w it h  
h a l f  a s a la r y  or  e v e n  l e s s  in  jo b s  w h ich  a r e  a f a r  
c r y  from  th e  a c t i v i t y  th e y  w ere  m ost p r o f i c i e n t  a t . . .  
Some have found t h a t  t h e i r  n ew ly  a c q u ir e d  s e x  has
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m o n eta ry  v a lu e  and i t  becom es a s o u r c e  o f  in c o m e . . .  
to  me t h a t  i s  a s t e p  down th e  m oral s c a l e  and ca n n o t  
p o s s i b l y  be a s o u r c e  o f  t r u e  h a p p in e s s . . .My q u e s t io n :  
w hat hap p en s when th e y  grow  o ld ?  Hmmmm?

A n o th er  gnaw ing d o u b t: t h i s  brand new g i r l  r e ­
tu r n s  t o  a w o r ld  o f  GGfs who ca n  o u t c la s s  h e r , ou td o  
h e r  and o u t g i r l  h e r  in  a l l  d ep a r tm en ts  o f  l i f e .  The 
c o m p e t i t io n  t h a t  th e  TS f in d s  in  a l l  GG's i s  — to  
me - -  a lm o s t  o v erw h e lm in g . They a r e  g i r l s  w ith o u t  
c h i ld h o o d , w it h o u t  a p a s t  a s  l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  a s t e e n ­
a g e  g i r l s ,  a s  a d o le s c e n t  g i r l s .  In  o th e r  w ords th e y  
a r e  g i r l s  who m ust f a c e  th e  w o r ld  w it h  th e  t e r r i f i c  
h a n d ic a p  o f  a la c k  o f  th o s e  fo r m a t iv e  y e a r s  in  w h ich  
th e  GG le a r n s  to  be a woman, a w i f e ,  a la d y . - I  can  
w e l l  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  e x h i l a r a t i o n  and j o y  t h a t  th e y  
m ust f e e l  r i g h t  a f t e r  th e  o p e r a t io n .  How th o s e  f i r s t  
few  m onths m ust be f u l l  o f  w on d er, a d v e n tu r e  and d e ­
l i g h t ,  b u t  my s u s p ic io u s  n a tu r e  le a d s  me to  c o n j e c t ­
u r e  t h a t  t h a t  e x h i l a r a t i o n  m ust p a le  and t h a t  h a p p i­
n e s s  m ust ten d  to  dim  when th e  f u l l  im p a ct o f  th e  
new r e a l i t y  and i t s  p r o j e c t io n s  tow ard s th e  fu tu r e  
b e g in  t o  b e  a s s i m i l a t e d  by our s y n t h e t i c  g i r l .  V ery  
few  o f  th e  T S 's  I  know h ave le a r n e d  to  move and g e s ­
tu r e  w it h  t h a t  s u p p le n e s s  t h a t  i s  e x c l u s i v e l y  fe m a le .  
You ca n  s t i l l  s e e  th e  s t i f f n e s s  o f  t h e i r  b o d ie s  on  
th e  d a n ce  f l o o r ,  e v e n  w a lk in g . And a few  o f  them  
a r e  s t i l l  f i g h t i n g  th e  e t e r n a l  b eard  p rob lem  w h ich  
d o e s  n o t  go away w it h  th e  h orm on es.

I  h ave  b e e n  t e r r i b l y  n e g a t iv e  up t o  t h i s  p o in t .
I  te n d  to  s e e  f a u l t s  r a t h e r  th a n  a c c o m p lish m e n ts .
But I  m a in ta in  t h a t  one m ust be a s u p e r - r e a l i s t  when 
one i s  a TS, o r  s im p ly  a TV. More r e a l i s t i c  th a n  
m o st human b e in g s .  And I  am a f r a id  t h a t  m ost T S 's  
do n o t  e x h i b i t  en ou gh  r e a l i s m  b e f o r e  th e y  ta k e  th e  
f i n a l  s t e p .  They do n o t  a n a ly z e  w it h  m e t ic u lo u s  
c a r e  a l l  th e  f a c e t s  o f  t h e i r  p ro b lem . So much s o  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  on e TS t h a t  I  know who had th e  o p e r ­
a t i o n  and to d a y  i s  e a r n in g  a l i v i n g  as  a man! She 
c o n t in u e s  t o  d r e s s  i n  m a s c u lin e  a t t i r e  b e c a u se  sh e  
fou n d  o u t  t h a t  sh e  c o u ld  n o t  s ta n d  th e  s m a ll  incom e
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sh e  was o f f e r e d  a s  a g i r l .  She makes t w ic e  a s  much 
as a man. She g e t s  in t o  d r e s s e s  when sh e  g e t s  home 
a t  n ig h t  and w eek -en d s I (T V 's ta k e  n o t e ! )

But l e t  me t r y  to  be im p a r t ia l .  P erh ap s a c t ­
u a l l y  b e in g  a g i r l  (th o u g h  a s y n t h e t i c  o n e ) more 
th a n  co m p en sa tes  f o r  a l l  o f  th e  s h o r tc o m in g s  I ' v e  
m e n tio n . P erh ap s l i f e  — d i f f i c u l t  th o u g h  i t  may 
be now - -  was w o rse  b e f o r e .  P erh ap s th e  f r a n t i c  
c r a v in g  t h a t  p erm eated  t h e i r  e n t i r e  e x i s t e n c e - - n o w  
gone - -  has b een  r e p la c e d  by a c e r t a i n  p e a c e  and 
s e r e n i t y  w h ich  an o u t s id e r  c a n n o t p r o p e r ly  e v a lu a t e .  
P erhaps th e  l i b e r a t e d  p e r s o n a l i t y  f in d s  in  h er  n ew ly  
found freed om  a rew ard t h a t  more th a n  makes up fo r  
th e  t o r t u r e s  o f  th e  t r a n s i t i o n .  P e r h a p s . . .  p e r h a p s . . .

But my b i g g e s t  c o n c e r n  h as to  do w ith  th e  TV 
who th in k s  he i s  a TS w ith o u t  a c t u a l l y  b e in g  o n e .
He has l i t e r a l l y  ta lk e d  h im s e l f  i n t o  th in k in g  t h a t  
he i s  a TS. The j o y s  o f  d r e s s in g  a r e  s o  s w e e t  t h a t  
th e y  ten d  to  d i s t o r t  r e a l i t y  in  th e  TV 's m ind. He 
f in d s  h im s e l f  su rro u n d ed  by a s c e n t e d  m is t  w h ich  dim s 
h is  v i s i o n ,  d i s t o r t s  h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  b lo c k s  h i s  
r e a s o n in g  p o w ers . He r e a d s  a b o u t T S 's .  He may e v e n  
m eet some o f  them . And he p r o c e e d s  to  c r e a t e  a 
g i g a n t i c  d a y-d ream , a m o n ster  m ira g e  in  w h ich  he  
th in k s  h e ' l l  f in d  s o l u t i o n  to  a l l  h i s  TV p r o b le m s . 
U s u a l ly  su c h  a TV has p u sh ed  h i s  TVism to o  f a r .  He 
has a llo w e d  i t  t o  e r o d e  h i s  j o b ,  h i s  w o rk in g  c a p a ­
b i l i t i e s ,  th e  e q u i l ib r iu m  o f  h i s  home l i f e ,  h i s  
s e n s e  o f  v a l u e s .  He may h ave a lr e a d y  l o s t  th e  lo v e  
o f  h i s  w i f e - - a n d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  d e p r e s s io n ,  he  
a c t u a l l y  in v e n t s  a TS e s c a p e  r o u t e .  I f  I  c e a s e  t o  
be m y s e lf  - - h e  s a y s - -  I f  I  a c t u a l l y  d i e  and becom e 
som eone e l s e  in  th e  form  o f  a g i r l  - -  a l l  my p r o b ­
lem s w i l l  d is a p p e a r .  The new g i r l  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  
be h e ld  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  my f a i l u r e s .  I t  i s  a way 
to  s t a r t  a f r e s h . . . t o  t r a n s m ig r a te  w h i le  s t i l l  a l i v e .  
T h is TV i s  n o t  a TS. He has j u s t  fou n d  a d e a t h le s s  
way to  com m it s u i c i d e .

Of c o u r s e  I  w i l l  n o t  d i s p u t e  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e r e
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may be some TV's who a r e  a c t u a l l y  b o r d e r l in e  c a s e s ,  
i n c i p i e n t  T S 's .  They f r a n k ly  a d m it t h a t  i f  c ir c u m ­
s t a n c e s  w ere  su c h  and su c h  (a g e  -  la c k  o f  fa m ily  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  -  a p p r o p r ia te  p h y s ic a l  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s  - -  f i n a n c i a l  a f f l u e n c e )  th e y  w ould  s e r i o u s l y  
c o n s id e r  l i v i n g  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  a s g i r l s .  
They c o n f e s s  b e in g  q u i t e  d i s g u s t e d  w ith  t h e i r  l i v e s  
a s  men and w ould  h ave p r e f e r r e d  to  have b een  b orn  
G G 's. The TS t h r u s t  i s  t h e r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  h e ld  b a ck , 
r e p r e s s e d ,  c r u sh e d  un d er th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  -and  
i s  h e ld  o n ly  a s  a p le a s a n t  d a y -d rea m , a s  a w is h  t h a t  
c a n n o t e v e r  be f u l f i l l e d .  Such TV's u s u a l ly  manage 
t o  s u r v iv e  q u i t e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .  They im m erse them ­
s e l v e s  in  v a r io u s  a c t i v i t i e s  ( a s id e  from  t h e i r  TV 
l i f e )  and th e y  do f in d  enough p le a s u r e s  in  t h e i r  
e v e r y d a y  e x i s t e n c e  t o  c o u n t e r - b a la n c e  th e  im p o s s ib le  
dream .

The im p o r ta n t th in g  i s  t o  know o n e s e l f  and to  
l e a r n  t h a t  TVism f a r  from  b e in g  a h a n d ica p  c a n , and 
s h o u ld ,  be tu rn ed  in t o  an a s s e t  in  our l i v e s .  I  am 
n o t  s a y in g  t h a t  i t  i s  an e a s y  t a s k  to  tame th e  " g i r l  
w ith in "  b u t I  do s a y  t h a t  sh e  ca n  be tu rn ed  in t o  a 
w o n d e r fu l a l l y  to  h e lp  us l i v e  a h a p p ie r  and r ic h e r  
l i f e .

Love to  a l l  from

SUSANNA

FPE - N orth  Europe

Our r e a d e r s  in  Europe w i l l  be p le a s e d  to  know 
t h a t  an FPE o r g a n iz a t io n  e x i s t s  in  Europe t o o .  I t s  
h e a d q u a r te r s  a r e  in  Sweden and TVs in  th e  v a r io u s  
E uropean c o u n t r ie s  a r e  i n v i t e d  to  make c o n t a c t  w ith  
i t .  I f  you rea d  S w ed ish  y o u ' l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  to  know 
t h a t  i t  p u b l i s h e s  i t s  own m agazin e  t o o .  I t  i s  c a l l e d  
"Quinno - S p e g e ln "  w h ich  I^m t o l d  means "Femme M irror"  
For f u r t h e r  in fo r m a t io n  w r i t e  to

PHI PI EPSILON Box 4041  N orrk op in g  4 ,  Sweden
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The a d v e r t i s e r s  b e lo w  a r e  a l l  c o m p e ta n t, a l l  know a -  
b o u t TVs and a l l  have p r iv a t e  f a c i l i t i e s .  C a l l  th e  
one n e a r e s t  you and m en tio n  TVia or V i r g i n i a .

GEORGE FOX R .E .

BE HAIR FREE!\
Unwanted H air  Removed P erm a n en tly  

by th e  D ual B lend  M ethod  
C om plete P r iv a c y  

AAA ELECTROLOGY SALON
2676 E Gage Ave H u n tin g to n  P a rk , C a l i f .

Phone (2 1 3 )  583 0448

MARTHA PRINCE R .E .

Member C a l i f .  E l e c t r o l o g i s t s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
C om b in ation  B lend  E l e c t r o ly s i s - T h e r m o ly s i s  

W ith A ir  F low  f o r  G r e a te r  C om fort 
Beard and Body H a ir  Removed a t  S p e c ia l  R a te s  

C o n s u lt a t io n s  F ree  -  A l l  C o n ta c ts  C o n f id e n t ia l  
5225 W ils h ir e  B lv d . Los A n g e le s ,  C a l i f .  90036  

Phone 939 7616

RONNIE SAMUELSON R .E .

Permanent H air R em oval-B eard , Body, Eyebrows 
S p e c ia l  r a t e s  fo r  Beard rem oval 

E le c tr o  Blend Method
6238 W. M anchester B lvd . Los A n g e le s , C a l i f . 90045  
In  W estch ester  P r o f . B ld g . N ext to  C annon's Pharmacy 

Phone 670-8608  fo r  F ree C o n s u lta t io n  A p t.

OLGA CROWLEY R .E .

Day and E vening by a p p o in tm en t. A l l  work done 
in  my home. P r iv a c y  and c o n f id a n c e  a s su r e d . 

TVs w elcom e.
14940 Sandalwood Lane C hino, C a l i f .

The Glenmead Area ----------  Carbon Canyon
714 627-1037

®



V IR G IN  V IEW S

b y  V i r g i n i a  ( 5 - P - l )  FPE

T h is  may seem  l i k e  an odd 
t i t l e  b u t i t  w i l l  become c le a r e r  
l a t e r  on . Susanna and I  a g reed  
to  d e v o te  b o th  o f  our colum ns 
t h i s  month to  th e  p rob lem  o f  
t r a n s s e x u a l i t y  v s .  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  
She c l e v e r l y  u sed  my comments on 
th e  A l l e n  Burke show to  le a d  i n ­
to  th e  s u b j e c t .  And in  p a s s in g  
I  m ust g iv e  h er  my th an k s fo r  
h er  k in d  w ords a b o u t my a p p ea r ­
a n ce  on th e  show . J u d g in g  by  

th e  m a il r e c e iv e d  i t  was w e l l  w o rth  i t  a s  many new 
TVs cr a w le d  o u t  o f  th e  c l o s e t  to  w r i t e  fo r  fu r th e r  
in fo r m a t io n .

B ut to  g e t  t o  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  t r a n s s e x u a l i t y  - I  
have f e l t  f o r  som etim e t h a t  an e d i t o r i a l  d e v o te d  to  
t h i s  s u b j e c t  was in  o r d e r , b u t o th e r  th in g s  k e p t  
ta k in g  p r e c e d e n c e . Now t h a t  i t  i s  becom ing som ewhat 
e a s i e r  to  a c c o m p lis h  th e  s u r g e r y  (New Y ork, B a lt im o r e ,  
Los A n g e le s ,  T ia  Juana to  m en tio n  a few  b e s id e s  C asa ­
b la n c a )  more cu sto m e r s  tu r n  up. A t l e a s t  h a l f  a d o z ­
en  form er r e a d e r s  o f  TVia t h a t  I  can  th in k  o f  r i g h t  
o f f  hand have a lr e a d y  had th e  s u r g e r y  and s e v e r a l  
o th e r s  a r e  a w a it in g  t h e i r  tu r n . W hile i t  makes me 
happy t h a t  more members o f  th e m e d ic a l p r o f e s s io n  a re  
r i s i n g  ab ove t h e i r  V ic t o r ia n  b ig o t r y  r e g a r d in g  su ch  
s u r g e r y ,  th e  number o f  p e r so n s  a s k in g  f o r  and a c h ie v ­
in g  i t  d o es  n o t  make me happy.

When I  sa y  "make me happy", I ’m n o t  r e f e r r in g  
to  r e j o i c i n g  b u t  to  my f e e l i n g  o f  c o n c e r n . I  am 
d is tu r b e d  -  m ig h t be a b e t t e r  way to  p h ra se  i t .  L et 
me make i t  c l e a r  r i g h t  h e r e ,  h o w ev er , t h a t  1) I  know
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f u l l  w e l l  t h a t  th e r e  a r e  many p e r so n s  whom I  w ould  
d e s c r ib e  as " tru e"  t r a n s e x u a ls  and 2 ) t h a t  I  am a l l  
in  fa v o r  o f  su c h  p e r so n s  f in d in g  su r g e o n s  who a r e  
a b le  and w i l l i n g  to  r e l i e v e  them o f  t h e i r  l i f e s  b u r ­
den th ro u g h  s u r g e r y . But you may h ave n o t ic e d  t h a t  
I  r e f e r r e d  to  " tr u e '1 t r a n s s e x u a ls  and you a sk  w hat 
a re  th ey ?  S o , a s  i n  a l l  good d i s c u s s i o n s ,  l e t  us 
s t a r t  w ith  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  te r m s. I  w ould  d e f in e  a 
t r a n s s e x u a l  (m ale ty p e )  a s b e in g  one who f e l t  in a d e ­
q u a te , in a p p r o p r ia t e ,  i n e f f i c i e n t ,  and u n c o m fo r ta b le  
in  th e  m a sc u lin e  r o l e  and who was a l s o  in a d e q u a te  and 
unhappy in  th e  m ale r o l e .  Such a p e r s o n  b e l i e v e s  
t h a t  in  th e  fem a le  s e x  he w i l l  f in d  r e l e a s e  from  
th e s e  n e g a t iv e  f e e l i n g s  and in  th e  fe m in in e  g en d er  
w i l l  be a b le  to  be an e f f i c i e n t ,  c o m fo r ta b le ,  happy  
and e f f e c t i v e  member o f  s o c i e t y .

N ote  t h a t  I  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e tw een  fe m a le  s e x  and 
fe m in in e  g e n d e r . I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  th e  tr u e  t r a n s s e x ­
u a l m ust have a d i s t a s t e  f o r  or an i n a b i l i t y  in  b o th  
th e  s e x  and g en d er  r o l e s  s im u lt a n e o u s ly  to  q u a l i f y  
a s su c h . The TV ca n  f e e l  more a t  e a s e  i n  th e  fe m in ­
in e  g en d er  w ith o u t  h a v in g  t o  g iv e  up h i s  m a le n e ss  to  
do i t .  Now in h e r a n t  i n  t h i s  s o r t  o f  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  
th e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  th e  r o l e  o f  th e  so  c a l l e d  
a c t i v e  or  a g g r e s s iv e  p a r tn e r  in  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y . . . .  
t h a t  o f  b e in g  th e  " in s e r t o r " ,  a s  i t  has b e e n  c a l l e d .  
T h is  im p l ie s  an u n f u l f i l l e d  y e a r n in g  t o  b e th e  " in -  
s e r t e e "  or  th e  r e c ip ie n t :  i n  th e  s e x u a l  a c t .  To p u t  
i t  b lu n t ly  a t r u e  TS m ust have a c o n s c io u s  o r  un ­
c o n s c io u s  w is h  to  r e c e i v e  a m ale p e n i s .

Some r e a d e r s  w i l l  s a y  t o  th e m s e lv e s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  
th e  same a s s a y in g  t h a t  TSs a r e  j u s t  h o m o sex u a ls  w ith  
s u r g e r y . No, n o t  as a g e n e r a l  t h in g ,  th e y  a r e  n o t  
b u t some who have made th e  ch a n g e  w ere  j u s t  homo­
s e x u a l  p e n i s - r e c e i v e r s  b e f o r e  s u r g e r y  and th e  o n ly  
d i f f e r e n c e  a f t e r  s u r g e r y  i s  t h a t  th e y  ca n  now do i t  
in  f r o n t  and w ith  a s t r a i g h t  m ale w ith o u t  f e a r  o f  
c o n t r a d ic t io n  a s  to  t h e i r  f e m a le n e s s .  N o, a s  I  s e e  
i t  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  i s  a m ale who f in d s  e x t r a  p le a s u r e  
and c o m fo r t in  th e  g e n d er  a s p e c t  o f  th e  fe m a le -fe r n -
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in in e  u n i t y ,  and a h om osexu a l i s  a m ale who f in d s  
e x t r a  p le a s u r e  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  th e  s e x u a l  a s p e c t  
o f  th e  u n i t y . . . t h a t  i s  a s  a r e c e i v e r  under some c o n ­
d i t i o n s .  One c a n f t  make p r e c i s e  r u le s  c o n c e r n in g  
h o m o sex u a l b e h a v io u r , much as th e  g e n e r a l  f o l k l o r e  
w ould  le a d  one to  b e l i e v e .  C e r t a in ly  th e  drag  queen  
r e p r e s e n t s  o n ly  a s m a ll  p e r c e n ta g e  o f  th e  h om op h ile  
com m unity so  t h a t  th e  p seu d o  g en d er  r o l e  o f  th e  queen  
i s  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  n o r , f o r  t h a t  m a t te r ,  i s  i t  
g e n u in e .  By and la r g e  th e  d rag  q u e e n , r e g a r d le s s  o f  
how b e a u t i f u l l y  he may makeup or  how g o r g e o u s  h is  
d r e s s ,  d o es  n o t  f e e l  fe m in in e  nor p r o j e c t  i t  as fa r  
a s  p e r s o n a l i t y  g o e s .  So t h a t  fo r  a l l  th e  a p p ea ra n ce  
th e  q u een  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  p o r tr a y in g  th e  g e n d e r . How­
e v e r ,  he d o e s  w is h  to  s e r v e  o th e r  m a les  and u s u a l ly  
d o e s  s o  in  th e  r e c i p i e n t  r o l e .

Thus we h ave  th e  TV m ale b o rro w in g  th e  fe m in in e  
g e n d e r  r o l e  and a t t r i b u t e s  and le a v in g  b eh in d  th e  
s e x u a l ,  i . e .  th e  fe m a le  r e c e p t i v i t y ;  and th e  homo­
s e x u a l  a d o p t in g  th e  fe m a le  s e x u a l i t y  and le a v in g  b e ­
h in d  t r u e  f e m in in e  g e n d e r  q u a l i t i e s  ( s w is h in e s s  in  a 
m ale i s  n o t  f e m in in i t y  b u t e f f e m in a c y ,  q u i t e  a d i f f ­
e r e n t  t h i n g ) .  The TS on th e  o th e r  hand borrow s them  
b o th  a t  th e  same t im e . So much f o r  my p o s i t i o n  on  
th e  t h r e e  p a t t e r n s .  O th ers  do n o t  a g r e e  w ith  t h i s  
I  am q u i t e  aw a re . I t  w i l l  be o b v io u s  from  my d e f i n i ­
t i o n  o f  a t r u e  TS t h a t  one who h as m a r r ie d , and f a t h ­
e r e d  a c h i l d  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  e x c lu d e d . T h is  i s  b e ­
c a u s e  th e  a b i l i t y  to  f a t h e r  a c h i l d  h as p ro v en  1) 
t h a t  he was a r o u se d  by a fe m a le  to  th e  p o in t  o f  
e r e c t i o n  and 2 )  t h a t  he was a b le  to  m a in ta in  i t  w e l l  
en ou gh  t o  a c h ie v e  in t r a v a g in a 1 orgasm . I n  o th e r  
w ords a l l  o f  h i s  n e u r o lo g ic a l  c i r c u i t s  in v o lv in g  
s e x u a l  " i n s t i n c t s "  and a t t r a c t i o n  to  th e  fe m a le  w ere  
f u n c t io n a l  s o  t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  be s a id  to  be i n ­
a d e q u a te  and i n e f f e c t i v e  a s  a m a le .

The r e p ly  t o  t h i s  by v a r io u s  co m p eta n t a u th o r ­
i t i e s  i s  t h a t  su c h  p e r s o n s  s a y  t h a t  th e y  w ere a b le  
t o  a c c o m p lis h  th e  a c t  by " im a g in in g "  t h a t  th e y  w ere  
th e  fe m a le  and t h a t  th e  woman was a man. S o r r y , no
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d ic e !  I  c a n ' t  p o s s i b l y  buy t h i s  r e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  
a u t h o r i t y  o f  th e  p e r so n  m aking th e  a s s e r t i o n .  E r e c ­
t i o n  i s  a p h y s i o l o g i c a l  phenom enon o v e r  w h ich  a man 
has l i t t l e  p o s i t i v e  c o n s c io u s  c o n t r o l .  He ca n  th in k  
e r o t i c  th in g s  and p erh ap s i t  w i l l  o c c u r , b u t  he can  
n ev er  be s u r e ,  much l e s s  c o n t r o l  i t .  M oreover , th e  
s e x u a l  m echanism s a r e  q u i t e  p r im i t iv e  in  th e  l i n e  o f  
e v o lu t io n a r y  d ev e lo p m en t and a r e  l a r g e l y  c a r r ie d  o u t  
by n erv e  pathw ays in  th e  " o ld "  or h in d  b r a in  j u s t  a s  
in  low er  a n im a ls . The new er or  more Human p a r t  o f  
th e  b r a in ,  th e  cereb ru m , c o n t r ib u t e s  a l o t  o f  m o d ify ­
in g  in f lu e n c e s  to  th e  t o t a l  s e x u a l  p r o c e s s ,  b u t i t  
d oes n o t  o r i g i n a t e  or m e d ia te  th e  i n s t i n c t u a l  p a t t e r n s .  
Thus i t  i s  e a s y  t o  s e e  t h a t  one w hose n e u r o lo g ic a l  
m a le n e ss  was im p a ired  or m o d if ie d  i n  some way w ould  
be in a d e q u a te  a s  a f u n c t io n in g  m ale and w ould  f e e l  
u n c o m fo r ta b le  and i n e f f e c t i v e .  But i t  i s  n e a r ly  im ­
p o s s i b l e  fo r  me to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e s e  more or l e s s  
a u to m a tic  r e s p o n s e s  s e t  o f f  by th e  s i g h t  and c l o s e n e s s  
o f  a s e x u a l ly  r e s p o n s iv e  fe m a le  c o u ld  ta k e  p la c e  i f  
th e  in d iv id u a l  was t e l l i n g  h im s e l f  t h a t  he was r e a l l y  
a fem a le  and th e  woman was a man. The w h o le  m ale  
s e x u a l  r e f l e x  i s  so  e a s i l y  i n h i b i t e d - - e r e c t i o n  i s  so  
e a s i l y  d e s tr o y e d  or r en d ered  im p o s s i b l e - - t h a t  su c h  
an im a g in in g  w ould  s u r e ly  be h ig h ly  i n h i b i t o r y .

W ell w hat o f  i t ,  w here d o es t h i s  le a d  u s?  I t  
le a d s  p r e c i s e l y  to  th e  s ta te m e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  
o f  p e r so n s  who s t a t e  t h a t  th e y  w ant s u r g e r y  and who 
b e c a u se  o f  t h i s  s ta te m e n t  c o n s id e r  th e m s e lv e s  and 
a re  assum ed to  be t r a n s s e x u a ls  and t h e r e f o r e  e n t i t l e d  
to  and j u s t i f i e d  in  r e c e iv in g  i t .  I  am a f r a id  t h a t  
I  m ust ta k e  a s t r o n g ly  o p p o s in g  p o s i t i o n .  T here a r e  
two ty p e s  o f  p e r so n s  r e q u e s t in g  s u r g e r y  who sh o u ld  
n o t be g iv e n  i t  b e c a u se  th e y  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  t r a n s ­
s e x u a ls  and w i l l  n o t  s o l v e  t h e i r  p rob lem s by g o in g  
t h a t  r o u t e .  F i r s t  th e r e  a r e  m isg u id e d  h o m o sex u a ls  
o f  th e  drag queen  v a r i e t y  who s e e k  i t  a s a means o f  
making more e f f e c t i v e  l i a s o n s  w ith  m a le s . Such p e r ­
so n s  a c h ie v e  th e  s e x  v i a  s u r g e r y  and a c q u ir e  th e  
g en d er  as  a by p r o d u c t . . . a  m a tte r  o f  n e c e s s i t y  and 
p r a c t i c a l i t y  fo r  th e  a cco m p lish m en t o f  t h e i r  e n d s .
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S e c o n d ly  th e r e  a r e  th e  m isg u id e d  TVs who s e e k  s u r g e r y  
w ith  th e  id e a  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be th e  p in n a c le  o f  s u c ­
c e s s ,  th e  g r a d u a t io n ,  th e  d ip lo m a , th e  u l t im a t e  p r o ­
m o tio n  in  t h e i r  t r a n s v e s t i c  l i v e s .  They have in  e f f ­
e c t  u t i l i z e d  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  m a le n e ss  a s  a 
f i n a l  e f f o r t  t o  j u s t i f y  and g u a r a n te e  t h e i r  r i g h t  to  
be "women". T hat i s  th e y  a c q u ir e  th e  s e x  a s  a by 
p r o d u c t  o f  t h e i r  f i g h t  f o r  t h e i r  r i g h t  to  th e  g e n d e r . 
The p r i c e  i s  to o  g r e a t .  S u sa n n a 's  p h r a s e , "a d e a th ­
l e s s  way to  com m it s u ic id e "  i s  s o  a p p r o p r ia te  and 
t r u e .

T h ere a r e  many o f  t h e s e  o p e r a t io n - s e e k in g  TVs 
who h ave  v a r io u s  o th e r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  hangups in  l i f e ,  
th e y  may be s h y ,  i n t r o v e r t e d ,  u n a b le  to  r e l a t e  to  
p e o p le  and be p a r t  o f  th e  o n g o in g  s c e n e .  They may 
f e e l  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  e d u c a t io n a l ly  or s o c i a l l y  i n ­
f e r i o r  or i n  o t h e r  ways j u s t  " n o t q u i t e  w ith  i t " .  
B eca u se  t h e i r  l i v e s  a s  men a r e  n o t  e n t i r e l y  s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y  and b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  TVs on to p  o f  i t ,  th e y  
g r a d u a l ly  come to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  e v e r y th in g  
w ou ld  be r o s y  i f  th e y  c o u ld  j u s t  g e t  r id  o f  t h a t  
p e n is  w h ic h  b ecom es th e  sym bol o f  a l l  t h e i r  n e u r o t ic  
h a n g u p s. I t  i s  a s  th o  th e y  r e g a r d e d  th e  p e n is  (and  
t e s t i c l e s  o f  c o u r s e )  a s  some s o r t  o f  c a u s e s  f o r  t h e i r  
l i f e  c o n d i t io n  and a b a r r ie r  t o  a c h ie v in g  th e  s t r e s s - 
f r e e  l i f e  t h a t  th e y  f e e l  th e y  c o u ld  have and a r e  e n ­
t i t l e d  t o .  Thus th e  id e a  grow s on them  t h a t  to  be 
r i d  o f  t h a t  b a r r i e r  th e y  w ould  wake u p . in  a la n d  o f  
m ilk  and h o n e y , w ith o u t  s t r e s s e s  and p r o b le m s. Oh 
th e y  w i l l  v e r b a l l y  a ck n o w led g e  t h a t  "women have t h e i r  
p ro b lem s to o "  b u t you  d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  th e y  r e a l l y  
th in k  t h e s e  p ro b lem s w i l l  becom e t h e i r  p rob lem s t o o .

So t h i s  i s  th e  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  t i t l e ,  "You c a n ' t  
add by s u b t r a c t io n " ,  m ean ing t h a t  you c a n ' t  add p e a c e ,  
j o y ,  b e a u ty , a c a r e f r e e  e x i s t a n c e  w ith o u t  p r o b le m s, 
e t c .  t o  y o u r  l i f e  by s u b t r a c t io n  o f  p a r t  o f  y o u r s e l f  
n am ely  y o u r  m a le n e s s .  The e l im i n a t i o n  o f  th e  p er iis  
w i l l  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l ly  in s u r e  a l l  t h e s e  th in g s  fo r  
y o u . I  h a v e  t a lk e d  a t  le n g t h  to  a l o t  o f  p e r so n s  
who s e e k  s u r g e r y  and f in d  one th in g  i n  common a b o u t



them - you c a n ’ t  r e a l l y  t a l k  to  them . T hat i s  you  
c a n ' t  r e a c h  i n t o  t h e i r  r e a l  s e l v e s .  T h e ir  m inds a r e  
so  made up t h a t  th e  m ost p e r s u a s iv e  l o g i c  f a l l s  on  
d e a f  e a r s ,  e n u m e r a tio n  o f  p rob lem s and c o m p lic a t io n s  
i s  a w a s te  o f  b r e a th . They a r e  beyond r e a c h . A l l  
th in k in g  and r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  and p la n n in g  i s  aim ed  
a t  a c h ie v in g  s u r g e r y  w it h  a b la n d  i f  c h i l d - l i k e  c e r ­
t a i n t y  t h a t  a l l  p r e s e n t  p rob lem s w i l l  a u t o m a t ic a l ly  
d is a p p e a r . W ish fu l t h in k in g  and d iv o r c e  from  some 
o f  th e  a s p e c t s  o f  r e a l i t y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  The 
same s e l f - p r o t e c t i v e  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  t h a t  p r e v e n t  
th e  o p e r a te d  in d iv id u a l  from  a d m it t in g  t h a t  p erh a p s  
i t  was a m is ta k e , a s  Susanna p o in t s  o u t ,  work to  
p r o t e c t  him  i n  th e  p r e - o p e r a t iv e  s t a t e  from  p o s s i b l y  
b e in g  t a lk e d  o u t  o f  i t  b e fo r e h a n d . I t  i s  s e l f  d e ­
lu s io n  to  b e g in  w it h  and c o n t in u e s  th e  same way a f t e r  
s u r g e r y .

I  can  j u s t  h ea r  th e  screa m s o f  a n g u ish e d  i r r i t a ­
t io n  from  some r e a d e r s  now. But one o n ly  scream s  
when one i s  h u r t  and when th e  t r u t h  h u r t s ,  i s  when  
som eone g e t s  to  o n es in n e r  tr u e  s e l f  w it h  th e  t r u t h .  
I t  d o es h u r t  and i t  b r in g s  f o r t h  s c r e a m s . " J u s t  who 
th e  h e l l  d o es V ir g in ia  th in k  sh e  i s  p u t t in g  us down 
in  t h i s  h ig h  handed way? Does sh e  th in k  sh e  knows 
e v e r y th in g  a b o u t ev ery b o d y ? "  Of c o u r s e  I  d o n ' t ,  b u t  
I ' v e  done an a w fu l l o t  o f  o b s e r v in g ,  t a lk in g  t o  p e o ­
p le  and th in k in g  a b o u t t h i s  w h o le  f i e l d  and I  am 
c o n v in c e d  f ir m ly  t h a t  o n ly  a b o u t 20% o f  th o s e  p e o p le  
a s k in g  fo r  s u r g e r y  a r e  r e a l l y  TSs and s h o u ld  h ave i t .  
The r e s t  have b een  le d  by c ir c u m s t a n c e s ,  w is h f u l  
th in k in g  and d e s p e r a t io n  down a l o n e l y  p a th  tow ard s  
a m ira g e  t h a t  seem s to  o f f e r  f u l f i l l m e n t  b u t a c t u a l ­
ly  o n ly  p r o v id e s  a w h o le  new bag o f  p rob lem s u n im ag­
in e d  from  t h i s  s i d e .  S u sa n n a 's  o b s e r v a t io n s  a b o u t  
n o t  h a v in g  had a g ir lh o o d  and a g ro w in g  i n t o  th e  r o l e  
and a t o t a l  f e e l i n g  and a b o u t b e in g  " o u t g ir le d "  by  
th e  GGs i s  so  t r u e .

What th e n  i s  th e  answ er? I f  you c a n ' t  add by  
s u b t r a c t in g  w hat can  you do? W ell i t ' s  n o t  s o  d i f f i ­
c u l t . . . y o u  "add by a d d in g " . T h at i s  you  s t a r t  w it h
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w hat you have and add to  i t ,  g iv in g  an e v e r  in c r e a s ­
in g ,  e v e r  b r o a d e n in g  (no pun in te n d e d )  v ie w  and e x ­
p e r ie n c e  o f  th e  human c o n d i t io n .  T h is  i s  w hat TVism 
ca n  and sh o u ld  do f o r  y ou . Y ou’v e  g o t  your own q u ota  
o f  m a le -m a s c u lin e  human e x p e r ie n c e .  The o n ly  th in g  
wrong w ith  i t  i s  t h a t  in  our c u l t u r e  i t  le a v e s  you  
an in c o m p le te  human b e in g .  So w hat do you d o . . .b e i n g  
a TV you  add f e m in in i t y  to  i t .  You c a n ' t  add fe m a le ­
n e s s  w ith o u t  s u b r a c t in g  m a le n e ss  and s in c e  you l o s e  
as much a s you g a in  ( r e a l l y  more s in c e  one y o u ’v e  
had a l l  you r l i f e )  you r e a l l y  d o n ' t  make any p r o g r e s s  
in  human e x p e r ie n c e .  I f ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, you add 
f e m in in i t y  to  you r s t o c k  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  you a r e  r ic h e r  
by t h a t  am ount. I  can  c e r t a i n l y  sp ea k  from  e x p e r ie n c e  
h e r e  i n  t h a t  by r e t a i n i n g  th e  m a le -m a sc u lin e  p o r t io n  
o f  my t o t a l  h u m an ity  and a d d in g  V i r g i n i a ' s  fe m in in e  
e x p e r ie n c e s  and e x p r e s s io n s  to  i t  I  s u r e ly  e n la r g e  
my t o t a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  human e x i s t a n c e  g r e a t l y .  The 
o n ly  th in g  t h a t  th e  TS ca n  do t h a t  I  c a n n o t do i s  to  
r e c e i v e  a m ale p e n is  v a g i n a l l y .  I  w i l l  ad m it t h a t  
t h i s  may w e l l  be a g r e a t  e x p e r ie n c e  and one w h ich  I  
w i l l  n e v e r  h a v e . However e v e r y  p u rch a se  has i t s  
p r ic e  and when th e  p r ic e  a sk ed  i s  to o  h ig h  fo r  th e  
v a lu e  r e c e iv e d  I  d o n ' t  b uy. And in  t h i s  c a s e  I  f e e l  
t h a t  w hat one has to  g iv e  up o f  t o t a l  human e x p e r ­
ie n c e  to  g a in  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i a l  e x p e r ie n c e  i s  
j u s t  to o  h ig h  a p r i c e .

W h ile  I  a g r e e  w ith  m ost e v e r y th in g  t h a t  Susanna  
has to  sa y  i n  h er  colum n I  w i l l  ta k e  e x c e p t io n  to  one 
th in g  sh e  r e f e r s  to  and t h a t  i s  th e  m a tte r  o f  w hat 
sh e  c a l l e d  " in c ip ie n t "  T Ss. I 'm  n o t  s u r e  w h eth er  
sh e  r e a l l y  f e e l s  t h e r e  a r e  su ch  or i s  m e re ly  th row in g  
t h i s  in  in  h er  s t a t e d  e f f o r t  to  be im p a r t ia l .  For 
my p a r t  I  f e e l  t h a t  t r u e  TSs a r e  a b reed  a p a r t  m ot­
iv a t e d  by c o n d i t io n s  w h eth er  o f  h e r e d i t y  or e n v ir o n ­
m ent (n a tu r e  o r  n u r tu r e )  w h ich  h ave s e t  a l i f e  p a t ­
t e r n  fo r  them  t h a t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  th e  b reed  
and f o r  whom t h e r e  i s  s im p ly  no o th e r  s o l u t i o n .  I ' l l  
b ro a d en  i t  to  a s s e r t  t h a t  ea ch  o f  th e  th r e e  b eh a v io u r  
p a t t e r n s  o f t e n  c o n fu se d  by b o th  la y  and p r o f e s s io n a l  
p e o p le  b e c a u se  th e y  h ave some sym ptons in  common,



nam ely H o m o se x u a lity , T r a n s s e x u a l i t y  and T r a n s v e s t is m  
a r e  r e a l l y  th r e e  s e p a r a t e  p a t t e r n s  b e c a u se  th e y  h ave  
th r e e  s e p e r a t e  u n d e r ly in g  m o t iv a t io n s  and n eed s  to  
be f i l l e d  and e a c h  i s  p r o b a b ly  th e  r e s u l t  o f  a s e p ­
e r a t e  group o f  c a u s a t iv e  f a c t o r s . . .  th u s  th e  TV or  th e  
HS who th in k s  he s e e s  th e  u l t im a t e  in  th e  TS p o s i t i o n  
i s  d o in g  j u s t  as Susanna s a i d ,  c r e a t in g  a " m on ster  
m ira g e” The e n e r g y  and s i n g l e  m in d ed n ess  w h ich  
th e  p seu d o  ex p en d s to  k eep  t h i s  m ira g e  ”b low n  up” 
and in  good r e p a ir  b o th  to  h im s e l f  and to  o t h e r s  i s  
r e a l l y  a m azin g . For th e  tr u e  TS t h i s  i s  u n d e r s ta n d ­
a b le  fo r  i t  i s  an e s c a p e  from  an u n te n a b le  l i f e  s i t ­
u a t io n .  But th e  p seu d o  TS i s  j u s t  a s  p o s i t i v e  and 
d e te r m in e d .. .p e r h a p s  e v e n  more so  b e c a u se  I 'm  s u r e  
th e r e  i s  a good b i t  o f  s e l f  d e lu s io n  w h ich  m ust be  
s u s t a in e d  t o o .  Any w e a k e n in g , any i n c l i n a t i o n  to  
l i s t e n  to  th e  s i r e n  so n g  o f  th o s e  who w ould  t a l k  him  
o u t o f  h i s  c o n te m p la te d  " d e a t h le s s  s u ic id e "  w ould  
d e s t r o y  th e  w h o le  b e a u t i f u l  c r e a t i o n  le a v in g  o n ly  a 
s o r t  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  n o th in g n e s s  w here th e  w on d er­
f u l  m irage had b e e n .

So th e  burd en  o f  t h i s  e d i t o r i a l  a s  w ith  S u sa n n a 's  
colum n i s  to  t r y  to  c a t c h  some o f  you b e f o r e  you have  
c r e a te d  t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  b u t  m o n stro u s m ira g e  fo r  y o u r ­
s e l v e s  w h ich  m ust be m a in ta in e d  a t  any p r i c e . . r i g h t  
up to  and in c lu d in g  th e  f i r s t  i n c i s i o n  by th e  d o c to r s  
s c a l p e l .  Try to  s e e  in  you r TVism , you r  F e m m ip h ilia  
( lo v e  o f  th e  fe m in in e )  to  u se  my w ord , t h a t  w h ich  
can  add much to  you r t o t a l  l i f e  e x p e r ie n c e  when k e p t  
w it h in  r e a s o n a b le  l i m i t s .  N e it h e r  l i f e  s t y l e  -  m as­
c u l in e  or fe m in in e  -  i s  a bed o f  r o s e s .  Each has  
s a t i s f a c t i o n s  and p rob lem s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  i t s e l f  
so  why jump o u t  o f  th e  f r y in g  pan in t o  th e  f i r e ?  
R a th e r , you ca n  m u l t ip ly  you r t o t a l  l i f e  e x p e r ie n c e  
by a d d in g  t o  w hat you a lr e a d y  h a v e . You can  e x p e r ­
ie n c e  th e  f e m in in i t y  t h a t  i s  in  y o u . . t h e  wom aly p a r t  
o f  you in  many w a y s, in  a d d i t io n  to  you r m a n lin e s s .  
They n eed  n o t  be m u tu a lly  e x c l u s i v e  b u t you  m ust 
r e c o g n iz e  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and s e e k  t o  a c h ie v e  i t  a s  
i t  w i l l  n o t  come a u t o m a t ic a l ly .  N e i t h e r ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  
w ould i t  come a u t o m a t ic a l ly  a f t e r  s u r g e r y .  G ender
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h as to  b e le a r n e d  by ev ery b o d y  and we TVs a r e  j u s t  
g l u t t o n s  f o r  p u n ish m en t (su c h  s w e e t  t o r t u r e )  in  i n ­
s i s t i n g  on le a r n in g  tw o g e n d e r s .  So h e r e ' s  to  your  
" g i r l  w ith in "  may sh e  l i v e  w it h  h er  b r o th e r  in  some 
s o r t  o f  r e c i p r o c i t y  f o r  th e  m u tu al en jo y m en t o f  b o th  
r a t h e r  th a n  i n  a b lo o d y  c i v i l  war in  w h ich  one m ust 
d i e .  As th e  k id s  s a y  t h e s e  d ays--" M ak e lo v e  n o t  w ar". 
TVing i s  a form  o f  l o v e .  TS i s  s u r e ly  a war in  w h ich  
"she"  k i l l s  "him ". And th e  b i t t e r  d r e g s  and d e s t r u c ­
t i o n  rem ain  a s  th e y  do a f t e r  any w ar. R e c o n s tr u c t io n  
i s  s o  tim e  co n su m in g , w a s t e f u l ,  and h e a r t  r e n d in g .

W ell s o  lo n g  f o r  now, I ' v e  g o t  a l o t  o f  " lo v in g "  
t o  d o . I  s ig n e d  my a r m is t i c e  a lo n g  tim e  a g o .

VIRGINIA

DAN EASTMAN, R .E .

A nnounces th e  o p e n in g  o f  o f f i c e s  fo r  th e  
p r a c t i c e  o f  E le c t r o lo g y  in

HOLLYWOOD

BEVERLY HILLS

PACIFIC PALISADES

C o n s u lta n t  to  th e  T h e a t r ic a l  P r o f e s s io n

PERSONAL SERVICE - - -  COMPLETE PRIVACY

R a z o r s , T w eezers and D e p i la t o r i e s  ca n  a l l  be d i s ­
p en sed  w ith  when h a ir  i s  p erm a n en tly  rem oved by

E l e c t r o l y s i s

C a l l  f o r  a C om plim entary C o n s u lta t io n  

One c e n t r a l  number fo r  a l l  l o c a t io n s

6 6 6 -2 0 8 0
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FURS FOR THE DISCRIMINATING TV

New and Used Fur G arm ents, r e c o n d i t io n e d ,  r e ­
s t y l e d  and f i t t e d  fo r  you by a la d y  f u r r i e r  o f  
many y e a r s  e x p e r ie n c e .  V ery r e a s o n a b le  p r ic e s »  

S l i g h t l y  Used Mink S t o l e s  and J a c k e t s  
A ls o  d r e s s  a l t e r a t i o n s .

A l l  f i t t i n g s  and c o n s u l t a t io n s  in  c o m p le te  p r iv a c y  
in  my own home. P le a s e  c a l l  f o r  an a p p o in tm en t  

GERTRUDE NE 9 -1 5 8 2  E v en in g s  O n ly .

“If you’ve ever spent your lunch hour in a shop 
trying on dresses, you should know why we're later

“H ow  lon g  w ill  it  b e  
before it  grow s out and  
1 look  like a g irl again?’9

f i o r m m  
w  ' 
ITH/fiJK 
m m
0£/A /6
W fira£t>.



I .  No. 49 OUCHJ T hought y o u 'd  n e v e r  g e t  i t  d id n ' t  
you? W ell s o  d id  I .  I  have a d e a l  w ith  th e  p r in t e r  
to  g e t  th e  f i n i s h e d  m agazin e  to  him on th e  1 5 th  o f  
th e  m onth p r e c e e d in g  th e  d a te  o f  p u b l i c a t io n  and due 
to  th e  p r e s s  o f  o th e r  th in g s  I  was a b o u t a week l a t e .  
But he had a l l  ty p e s  o f  t r o u b le  w ith  p r i n t e r s ,  b in d ­
e r s  e t c .  s o  t h a t  I  d id n t  g e t  i t  u n t i l  ab ou t 5 w eeks 
a f t e r  i t  was due o u t .  On top  o f  t h a t  th e  a r t i s t ,  one 
o f  our " d ep en d a b le"  members who had p rom ised  to  do a 
c o v e r  fo r  me dropped  o u t  o f  s i g h t  so  t h a t  added to  
th e  d e la y  and f i n a l l y  th e  p r in t e r  j u s t  had to  dummy 
so m e th in g  up a s  a m a k e s h if t  in  o r d e r  to  g e t  i t  o u t
a t  a l l .  I 'm  s o r r y  fo r  you and fo r  me and I ' v e  a l s o  
b een  swamped w ith  l e t t e r s  o f  in q u ir y ,  b u t th e r e  was 
l i t t l e  I  c o u ld  do a f t e r  i t  was in  th e  p r in t e r s  h an d s.

I I .  CALIF. SALES TAX: I t  w ould  be g r e a t l y  a p p r e c ia te d  
i f  s u b s c r ib e r s  l i v i n g  in  C a l i f o r n ia  w ould remember 
t h a t  a l l  ite m s  e x c e p t  TVia i t s e l f  and C l ip s h e e t  (b o th  
p e r i o d i c a l s )  a r e  s u b j e c t  to  th e  5% s a l e s  ta x  and would  
r e m it  same w ith  t h e i r  o r d e r . W ith in c r e a s e  in  p o s t ­
a g e  and ta x e s  I  ca n  no lo n g e r  j u s t  a b so rb  them , so  
p le a s e  pay me th e  ta x  as you w ould  any o th e r  v e n d o r .

I I I .  CONFIDENTIALS SECOND ARTICLE: Thanks to  a l l  o f
you who re sp o n d ed  t o  my u r g in g  to  w r i t e  to  C o n fid e n ­
t i a l  a b o u t t h e i r  s c u r r i l o u s  a r t i c l e  l a s t  Novem ber. 
P r o b a b ly  m ost o f  you h ave s e e n  th e  r e s u l t .  I f  you  
d id n t  I 'm  p le a s e d  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  in  a su b se q u e n t i s ­
su e  ( I  th in k  i t  was d a te d  March b u t n o t  s u r e )  th e y  
p u b lis h e d  a c o n s id e r a b le  number o f  l e t t e r s  a l l  b u t  
one o f  w h ich  w ere from  TVia r e a d e r s .  And you a l l  d id  
a g r e a t  jo b  o f  sh ow in g  n o t  o n ly  in d ig n a t io n  b u t d o in g  
a good  jo b  o f  e d u c a t io n .  Of c o u r s e  th e  s m a ll minded  
e d i t o r  had to  ham i t  up w ith  " cu te"  l i t t l e  comments
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a t  th e  end o f  e a c h  l e t t e r ,  b u t t h e s e  s e r v e d  to  t e l l  
more a b o u t h i s  m e n t a l i t y  th an  th e y  d id  to  down g ra d e  
th e  l e t t e r s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y  enough from  th e  two d i f ­
f e r e n t  a r t i c l e s  we have a c q u ir e d  a b o u t a d o zen  new  
r e a d e r s  who read  b etw een  th e  l i n e s  and c o u ld  s e e  t h a t  
th e r e  was so m eth in g  h e r e  fo r  them . T hat i s ,  a d o zen  
who s t a t e d  t h a t  th e y  saw  th e  a r t i c l e  in  C o n f id e n t ia l .  
How many o th e r  o f  our new s u b s c r ib e r s  a l s o  came from  
t h a t  s o u r c e  I  d o n t know. But i t  show s t h a t  " i t  i s  
an i l l  w ind t h a t  b low s no g ood " . A ls o  i t  show s t h a t  
when a number o f  us do so m e th in g  c o l l e c t i v e l y  we have  
an e f f e c t .  W ish we c o u ld  do m ore.

IV . F .P .E , ,  CHEVALIER AND VIRGINIA: T here a r e  q u i t e
a few  among our r e a d e r s  who a p p a r e n t ly  do n o t  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b etw een  Fran and FPE and V ir ­
g i n i a  and C h e v a l ie r .  F ran  d o es n o t ,  f o r  p e r s o n a l  
r e a s o n s ,  w ant to  becom e in v o lv e d  w ith  a box a d d r e ss  
in  h er home c i t y .  Thus C h e v a l ie r s  box i s  th e  p la c e  
to  sen d  FPE c o r r e sp o n d e n c e  and i t  g e t s  forw ard ed  to  
h e r . I f  i t  i s  so m eth in g  t h a t  I  do n o t  have to  d e a l  
w ith  i t  i s  forw ard ed  im m e d ia te ly  i f  you sen d  i t  i n  a 
stam ped e n v e lo p e .  I f  i t  i s  an FPE a p p l i c a t i o n  or  
so m eth in g  e l s e  t h a t  I  h ave to  have a hand i n ,  i t  i s  
sa v ed  up a b o u t a week or  10 d ays to  make a "pouch"  
w h ich  i s  s e n t  to  h er  v i a  in s u r e d  m a i l .  T h is  makes a 
l i t t l e  d e la y .  A t th e  o th e r  end Fran d o es  a l l  t h a t  
sh e  d o e s - -a n d  i t  i s  c o n s id e r a b le  and I  w is h  more p e o ­
p le  a p p r e c ia te d  h er  e f f o r t s - - f o r  f r e e  and in  h er  
" sp are"  t im e . B ein g  a b u sy  and r e s p o n s ib le  e x e c u t iv e  
and h a v in g  a w i f e ,  2 k id s  and a la r g e  home to  ta k e  
c a r e  o f  o b v io u s ly  s p a r e  tim e i s  n o t  to o  p l e n t i f u l .
So d o n t be to o  im p a t ie n t  when you d o n t g e t  so m e th in g  
back  im m e d ia te ly .

C h e v a lie r  on th e  o th e r  hand i s  a b u s in e s s  t h a t  
has to  k eep  f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  and o r d e r  r e c o r d s .
You j u s t  make e x t r a  work fo r  me, and I 'm  up t o  my 
e y e s  a lr e a d y ,  when you sen d  one ch e c k  to  c o v e r  a 
C h e v a lie r  p u r c h a se  and an FPE d u es paym en t. I t  means 
t h a t  I  have to  e n t e r  and d e p o s i t  i t  and th e n  make o u t  
my own ch eck  to  FPE and sen d  i t  on to  F ra n . T h is



f o u l s  up my r e c o r d s  and so m etim es has ca u sed  d e la y s  
and m is u n d e r s ta n d in g s . On th e  o th e r  hand som etim es  
e n v e lo p e s  have j u s t  b een  s e n t  to  Fran o n ly  fo r  h er  
to  d is c o v e r  t h a t  i t  c o n ta in e d  o r d e r s  fo r  C h e v a lie r  
w h ich  th e n  h ave to  be r e tu r n e d  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  more 
d e la y s  and p o s t a l  e x p e n s e . So p le a s e  remember t h a t  
a lth o u g h  I  am th e  P r e s ,  o f  th e  F o u n d a tio n  and FPE, 
F ra n , b l e s s  h er  l i t t l e  p in k  h e a r t ,  i?  th e  f u n c t io n a l  
head o f  i t  and I  l e t  h er  h a n d le  i t s  d e t a i l s  and p r o b ­
le m s . C h e v a l ie r  i s  a b ig  p i l e  o f  work and d e t a i l  
and g e t t i n g  b ig g e r  a l l  th e  tim e and i t  i s  a l l  I  can  
do e v e n  w ith  M ary's a s s i s t a n c e  to  s t a y  ahead o f  t h a t .  
So p le a s e  h e lp  o u t  by m in im iz in g  th e  u n n e c e s s a r y  work 
t h a t  you p i l e  on b o th  F ran  and m y s e l f .

V. MONEY ORDERS: For some r e a s o n  some o f  you e v id e n t ­
l y  th in k  t h a t  a s e p a r a t e  money o r d e r  i s  n e c e s s a r y  fo r  
e a c h  ite m  p u r c h a se d . I t  i s  n o t .  One w i l l  c o v e r  th e  
who o r d e r  s o  d o n t w a ste  you r money b u y in g  2 MOs. when 
one w i l l  d o .

V I. OUR ADVERTIZERS; T hose in d iv id u a l s  and s t o r e s  
t h a t  a d v e r t i s e  in  TVia d e s e r v e  you r p a tr o n a g e . They 
a r e  s y m p a th e t ic  to  TVs or  th e y  w o u ld n t be a d v e r t i s ­
in g  in  T V ia. P le a s e  m en tio n  th e  mag. when you c a l l  
or v i s i t  them b o th  s o  t h a t  th e y  w i l l  know t h a t  th e  
ad p a id  o f f  and b e c a u se  i t  w i l l  s e r v e  to  t i p  them  
o f f  a b o u t y o u r s e l f  and e n a b le  them to  s e r v e  you w ith  
more u n d e r s ta n d in g . S e v e r a l  new a d v e r t i s e r s  d i s c o v ­
e red  TVia as  a r e s u l t  o f  my a p p ea ra n ce  on th e  A la n  
Burke show in  New Y ork. As a s e r v i c e  to  o th e r s  in  
you r n e ig h b o rh o o d  why d o n t you a sk  th o s e  s t o r e s  t h a t  
you have found u n d e r s ta n d in g  i f  th e y  w ould l i k e  to  
be l i s t e d .  I  p la n  to  make up a page or two o f  j u s t  
s h o r t  l i s t i n g s  f o r  a l l  o f  th e  k in d s  o f  good s and s e r ­
v i c e s  TVs need  f o r  b o th  d i r e c t  and m a il o r d e r . So
do you r b i t  by " s e l l i n g "  your f r i e n d l y  s t o r e s  on th e  
id e a .  C o st:  $ 7 .5 0  p er  i s s u e  fo r  fo u r  or  s i x  l i n e s  d e ­
p en d in g  on sp a c e  a v a i l a b l e .  L arger  ads a r e  $ 4 0 , $ 2 0 , 
and $10  f o r  f u l l ,  \  or  \  page ads r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n ­
c r e a s e d  a d v e r t i s i n g  means more s o u r c e s  fo r  ev ery b o d y  
w here th e y  can  be s e r v e d  w ith  u n d e r s ta n d in g  and r e s ­
p e c t ,  b u t I  c a n t  f in d  them , you w i l l  have t o .

T ’uuufutia
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PRICE LIST

nTRANSVESTIAM. . . A magazine w r i t t e n  b y ,  f o r  and about  
men w i t h  a " F e e l i n g  f o r  t he  F eminine ".  P u b l i s h e d  s i x  
times a y e a r  i n  even numbered months. Per i s s u e  $4

"CLIPSHEET". . . News o f  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and i m p e r s o n a t i o n  
around the world.  C l i p p i n g s  s e n t  i n by r e a d e r s  r e p r o ­
duced f o r  s c r a p  books.  P u b l i s h e d  four t imes / e r  y e a r

S i n g l e  c o p i e s  $ 1 . 50 ,  4 f o r  $5 
"TV-TALES OF FEMME FICTION". . . 1 6  page s h o r t  s t o r i e s  
w i t h  t r a n s v e s t i c  themes. P u b l i s h e d  i r r e g u l a r l y  b ut  
about 4 t imes per y e a r .  S i n g l e  c o p i e s  $ 1 . 5 0 ,  4 f o r  $5 

SEPARATE BOOKS

"THE TRANSVESTITE AND HIS W I F E " . . . A  d i s c u s s i o n  from 
bot h p o i n t s  o f  v i e w .  I n c l u d e s  many l e t t e r s  from under  
s t a n d i n g  w i v e s .  W r i t t e n  s i m p l y ,  f a i r l y  and d i r e c t l y  
t o h e l p  w i v e s ,  p a r e n t s ,  o t h e r s  t o  unders tand $3

"FATED FOR FEMININITY". . .  F a s c i n a t i n g  s t o r y  o f  a h i g h  
s ch oo l  boy who wanted t o be cheer l e a d e r  b ut  ended up 
as s c h o ol  Bea ut y Queen, most p op ul ar  g i r l  and e v e n t ­
u a l l y  b r i d e  o f  anot her  p r e t t y  g i r l .  90 p gs .  i l l u s  $5

" I  AM A MALE ACTRESS". . . R e p or t e r  i mp ers on at es  a s t a r ,  
makes a h i t ,  g e t s  c o n t r a c t ,  becomes a c t r e s s ,  marr ies  
female s t a r ,  t h ey l i v e  as s i s t e r s .  100 pgs .  i l l u s  $5 

"THE SCARCITY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORIES.. .A c o l l e c ­
t i o n  o f  f i v e  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  i n v o l v i n g  t r a n s v e s t i s m

77 p gs .  i l l u s .  $5
"CARNIVAL". . .  A l ong n ove l  about  a boy b r o u g h t  up as 
a g i r l  and her l i f e  i n  a c a r n i v a l  96 pgs .  i l l u s .  $5

"DOUBLE SWITCH". . .  The head mathe ma ti ci on was a man but  
not a male. The g i r l  who programmed computors was not  
N e i t h e r  knew the o t h e r s  s t o r y  but t h ey  found out  and 
found h a p p i n e s s .  42 pgs.  i l l u s .  ^3

"REVERSE SEX". . .  Complete and a u t h o r i z e d  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  
o f  the famous COCCINELLE of  P a r i s . 120 pgs.  o f  s t o r y  
64 pages o f  p i c t u r e s  d re s s e d  and undressed to show her  
remarkable c o n v e r s i o n .  Imported from England $4
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"TALES FROM PINK MIRROR". . .  T h is book was not pub­
l i s h e d  by C h e v a lie r  but i s  a v a i la b le  to  r e a d e r s . I t  
i s  a lon g  s t o r y ,  p r o fu s e ly  i l l u s t r a t e d  about a b o y 's  
co n v e r s io n  to  a g i r l  in  a s p e c ia l  sc h o o l $4

SPECIAL REDUCED RATES
Back is s u e s  o f  TRANSVESTIA (e x c e p t  Nos. 1 , 2 , 4 , 6 , 7 , 8 )  
are a v a i la b le .  Every i s s u e  i s  new u n t i l  y o u 'v e  read  
i t .  Many w onderfu l s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  p ic tu r e s  are in  
th e s e  i s s u e s .  Reduced r a te  o f  6 i s s u e s  fo r  $20
Back i s s u e s  o f  CLIPSHEET and o f  FEMMEMIRROR (Now d i s ­
co n tin u ed  but about 30 i s s u e s  a v a i la b le .  I t  was a 
15 page m onthly n e w s le t t e r ) .  Can be m ixed, 6 fo r  $3

MERCHANDISE

SPECIAL BR A ...H as i n f l a t a b l e  p o ly v in y l i n s e r t s .  These  
are rem ovalb e, can be worn in  any o th er  bra $5
JELLY K IT .. . I n g r e d ie n ts  and in s t r u c t io n s  fo r  making 
a s p e c ia l  j e l l y  to  f i l l  in s e r t s .  G ives n a tu r a l f lo w , 
s o f t n e s s ,  w e ig h t and bounce o f  normal b r e a s t s .  $5
"PHANTOM PHANNY".. .Foam p l a s t i c  pads sewn in to  pink  
rayon c o v e r in g . Shaped and tap ered  to  en la r g e  d e r r ie r e  
to  more fem in in e  c o n to u r s . Wear under your g ir d le  $5

"PRETTI PANTIES".. . I f  you l i k e  w earing fem in in e  th in g s  
under p an ts th e s e  are a m ust. N ylon , la c e  trimmed, 
pink r ib b on  th read ed  thru  la c e  and bows. AND th ey  
have a f l y  fr o n t  o p en in g . C om fortab le , p r e t ty  and 
p r a c t ic a l  S iz e  la r g e ,  medium; c o lo r  b lk .w h ite  $4
WIGS.. .We do not s to c k  w igs but have made arrangem ents 
to  su p p ly  h ig h  q u a l i t y  w igs a t  l e s s  than  g o in g  p r ic e s .  
O r ie n ta l human h a ir  mach. made r e g . p r .$ 1 5 0  ours $85 
European human h a ir  mach. made r e g . p r .$ 2 2 5  ours $150 
O r ie n ta l human h a ir  hand t i e d  r e g . p r .$ 2 3 5  ours $165 
European (S p a n ish ) human h a ir  hand t i e d ,  b e s t  q u a l i t y  
a v a i la b le  r e g . p r .$ 3 5 0  ours $250
50% d e p o s it  w ith  o r d e r , b a la n ce  p r io r  to  sh ip p in g .

Order a l l  item s above d i r e c t l y  from  
CHEVALIER PUBLICATIONS, BOX 36091 LOS ANGELES 36 , CALIF



Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA is composed primarily of material submitted by 
its readers. Fiction, articles, case histories, poems, pictures— 
all are welcome. The greater the variety of material the more 
interesting the magazine will be. Material is solicited for pub­
lication on the following basis:
1. All printed material of one page or more will be paid for at 
the rate of $1 per page with the exception of pictures. The Editor 
must reserve the right to cut or edit submitted material for suita­
bility and payment will therefore be made on the basis of the 
final printed page. No payment will be made for material less 
than 2/3 of a page which will count as one page. Payment will 
be made after material appears in print. Manuscripts will not be 
bought in advance.
2. Submitted material will not be returned unless requested and 
stamped envelope provided.
3. Off-color material will not be printed and should therefore 
not be submitted. The Editor reserves the right to be the sole 
judge of suitability and to edit, alter, delete or refuse material 
when it is deemed to be in the best interest of the magazine.

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND R E P L I E S

To protect the magazine and its subscribers from the careless, 
thoughtless or foolish acts of a few it is necessary to limit cor­
respondence service to those who have been on the subscription 
list for at least 5 issues and who have been screened. If you wish 
to use this service ask for the personal information form. Return it 
with the $5 registration fee. If accepted this $5 becomes advance 
payment for ads ($2) or answers ($1) at regular rates.

PHI PI EPSILON (FPE) is our social organization. Appli­
cation for membership may be made after having been on Chevalier’s 
subscription lists for five or more issues. Acceptance is dependent 
upon approval of an application form and by a personal interview 
witii the applicant’s area councillor. Members of F P E  need no fur­
ther application for use of the Person to Person service and may do 
so by simply paying the regular fee.

Ads for GOODS AND SERV IC ES  also accepted. 
Ask for rates.
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