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by Susan Moger 
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Now, J.R. aren't you convinced that changing 
Women's roles are affecting big business! 
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The Victoria Status of Women Action Group was formed 
in 1971 in order to work for the implementation of the 
Report of the Royal Commission on the Status of Women; 
to foster public knowledge of the rights and status of 
women to to promote full participation of women in social 
economic and political life. 

SWAG is a voluntary group, registered as a society with 
an executive elected annually. 

Address: P.O. Box 6296, Stn. C, or 1045 Linden Avenue 
Victoria, 8.C. V6P SLS Victoria, B.C. 
381-1012 

Working Groups 

Each of the Contact Persons has a particular area of 
interest in women's issues. Members who share that 
interest or, have a concern or problem in that area are 
encouraged to make contact. 

Contact Women 

B.C.F.W. 

Family Law 

Education 

Human Rights 

Health 

Labour 

Feminist Study Group 

Social Services 

Sylvia Watson 
382-3914 

Stella Lord 
595-2542 

Gwen Savin 
383-2502 

Elizabeth Azmier-Stewart 
642-3678 

Norrie Preston 
598-1390 

Susan Moger 
592-4215 

Stella Lord 
595-2542 

Alice Albert 
382-1536 

Elizabeth Hamlet 
595-2569 

Newsletter Editorial Board Stella Lord - Editor 
595-2542 

Alice Albert - Layout 

Avis Rasmussen - Cover 
598-3188 

Co-ordinators 

February - Laurie Lawson - 595-1564 
March - Diana Butler - 598-6964 
April - Josephine Payne-O'Conner - 389-0745 
May - Catherine Winter - 369-2959 
June - Alice Albert - 382-1536 
July - Gwen Bavin - 383-2502 
August - Alice Albert - 382-1536 
September - Avis Rasmussen - 596-3166 
October - Ste I la Lord - 598-9659 
November - Stella Lord 
December-
January - Lois Vickery - 384-9134 

Media Co-ordinator 

Josephine Payne-O'Conner 
#1 - 1205 Bay St., 
Victoria, B.C. 
389-0745 

Conference Co-ordinator 

Judith Barrett-Lennard 
#109 - 575 Marifield Ave., 
Victoria, B.C. V8V 1N3 
382-5930 

Recorder 

Laurie Lawson 
#2440 Fou I Bay Rd., 
Victoria, B.C. V8R 5A9 
595-1564 

NAC Contact 

Shirley Avril 
386-4467 

Treasurer 

Diana Butler 
2149 Granite 
Victoria, 8.C. 
598-6964 

Membership Co-ordinator 

Catherine Winter 
389-2959 

Correspondent 

MEMBERSHIP Entitles you to a subscription to SWAG 
NEWS ($10.00 per year) - a completely volunteer effort 
dependent upon your contributions.. poems, articles, 
opinions, reports. All feminist material welcome. 

Meetings/Workshops SWAG meetings are held the first 
& fourth Tuesday of each month (except when it falls on a 
holiday) at 1045 Linden Ave., 7:30 p.m. 



"' WHO? 
... 

WHAT? 
WHEN? -

... 

Tuesday June 28 , 7. JO . 
Premier showing of two audio-visual 
presentations developed :for SWAG 
and the Sexual Assault Centre . 
James Bay Community Centre, 7.30.p.m. 
Refreshments. 

Thursday, June JO z. 00 

Conference Coordinating Com.mi ttee 
1045 Linden Ave. 

Tuesday, June 28 1 7.00 

Exercising Your Right to Know1 
Consum,1r 1 s Approach to Vetting 
Exercise t>rog~ms. YM-YW 

Tuesday; July 5, 2. JO, 

i~t~ f~~~~~n:;~g Cammi ttee meeting 

E o·s NOTES 

Summer is almost here. This is 
evidenced not only by the cooler 
weather and the rain, bu~ also by the 
winding down of notices of upcoming 
events in the newsletter! 

SWAG' s last formal event until 
September is the premier showing on June 
28 at James Bay Comm.unity Centre at 
?, JO . p.m. of two educational/discussion 
group audio - visual packages, entitled 
"Issues for Young Women" and • Let's 
Talk About Sexual Assault". These 
were prepared for SWAG under the 

~;~j~;~~n w~~e s~:~e:0,?;e~~de~~ih job 
creation projects. Please come to 
view these packages and perhaps contrib­
ute some ideas of where and how .we 
could get them to appropriate audiences. 

1 

WHERE? ,,. 

Conference planning continues with the 
excel.lent coordination of Judy Barrett­
Lennard ( tel. J82 - 59 JO) . The theme 
this year will be Women and the 
Changing Family. It is planned :for 
October 28. It is still not too lat_e 
to participate in planning and organ­
izing the event. The next meeting is 
Thursday, June JO. Womanpower will 
be much in demand in the fall as we 
begin advertising and registration. 
'Please call Judy if you can help. 

Members may also wish to know of 
the upcoming CRIAW Conference which 
this year is being held in Vancouver 
November 11- lJ. A few programs are 
available in the office. 

Don't forget--the office is open 
12.JO-J.JO daily. Messages can be 
left on the telephone recording 
equipment. 



STATUS OF WOMEN NEWS 

*********THE OFFICE REPORT+******** 
Red Hot Video Trial; Women Against 
Pornography organized a march for 
the beginning of the trial and a 
street theater event the weekend 
after the judge handed down his 
decision, The trial was a di:f'f'icul t 
experience for the women involved 
but much was learned about the 
''wheels of justice". Watch for an 
analysis of the process to be pub­
lished soon by WAP. The final 
decision by the judge was guilty 
( under the federal o bseni ty laws ) 
with a $100. 00 fine levied . for each 
ot: the J films involved. 

There were many calls into the 
office :from the general public, 
journalists and Vancouver women's 
groups. 

Conference I The conference committee 
has met several times and has :final­
ized location (UVic,), theme(women 
and the changing :family) , keynote 
speaker (Darlene Mazari-Vancouver 
alderwoman/businesswoman/member of 
blended family/former single parent/ 
supportive, enthusiastic feminist) 
Letters, telephone calls, committee 
information, meeting minutes etc. 
have all been processed through the 
office. 

NFB Films I We organized a showing of 
"Killing Us Softly" May 28 and join­
ed with the Women's Transition House 
for the screening of several new 
films on sexual abuse of children 
and wife battery. 

Fundraising Letter I A fundraising 
letter went to all SWAG members 
including an announcement about the 
discussion meeting "Reconciling 
Feminism with a Career". 

Public Meetings: The discussion 
meeting led by CATHERINE WIN'l'E:R 
was well attended and participation 
was lively, NEXT MEETING is a 
screening of the "Issues for Young 
Women" video and the sexual assault 
project slide show: Tue., June 23, 
7 1 JO James Bay Comm.unity Center. 

Media Workshop1 SHIRLEY attended a 
workshop with MAUREEN MILGRAM of 
CF AX on "Making the Media Work for 
You". There were helpful ideas 
on press and media releases, personal 
contact techniques, advertising, 

public announcements and orgaru.z1ng 
which will be used to raise the 
publ.ic profile of SWAG events. 

Si:!cretary of State1 OREST KRUHLAC, 
the regional. <lirec tor and SHEILA 
BROWN, our regional representative 
visited the office and met with 
SHIRLEY, JOSEPHINE, STELLA. ALICE. 
and CATHERINE, The visitors were 
most impressed with our office space, 
our variety of projects and the co ­
operation that exists between 
women's groups in Victoria. 

Resource Library1 With the help of 
CATHERINE, SHIRLEY has set up a new 
subject card catalogue. The filing 
cabinet has been re-organized up to 
the "e's". The resource library 
will be catalogued with an extensive 
card file to make it a valuable and 
easy-to-use library. Volunteers 
welcome, 

Phone Calls/Drop Ins I The office 
receives many calls for comm.unity 
information, requests for medical 
or legal re:f'errals, requests for 
speakers etc. Occas ional callers 
or visitors need a 'listening ear' 
or support counselling. 

'./L. CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING* 
71\: SYNOPSIS -- June 7 , 198 J ,. "' ..;. 

2 

Financial Report: Grant -0f $12,500. 
has come in :from Secretary of State. 

Old Business: 
-we received almost $JOO, from 

the Connie Kalsor fundraiser 
-free standing abortion clinics: 

we will hold action on the Winnipeg 
situation until :further developments 1 
we will send letters of support for 
the Toronto clinic soon to open, 

-office space I we will work 
toward having a one evening per week 
drop-in in the fall 

New Business 1 

-Issues for Young Women .:.see 
report 

-Policy1support :for contact women 
to attend conferences in their area 
of interest. $ to be dependant on 
si tua~io!l but the principal of sup­
port 1s important. 
1 -Resource materials I purchasing 
~Networking· Handbook" $6. 00 
-"A Working Majori ty"$4. 95 
!.Women and Part Time11 Work $J. 95 



-Newsletter, Archives to change 
title and laywout. Consideration 
of including Sexual Assault Center 
news in our newsletter - no decision 

-Pacific Groupiresearch body to 
present alternative economic/social 
policy for B,C. $50, membership, 
we joined to receive materials etc . 
and monitor for 1 year, 

Conference 1 -see office report 
-variety of fundraising ideas 

ie. sales at conference to be 
discussed further 

-format, Friday night with key­
note speaker OR Saturday only with 
banquet. undecided 

-honouraria1 transportation, 
childcare, accommodation for work­
shop leaders r $? 5-100 for keynote 
speaker 

-workshops under discussion! 
lesbian families, custody alternatives, 
men raising children, strategies for 
social services in B.C. 

adjourned 9,50 p,m, 

*********************************** 

The Secretary of state of Canada 
Ottawa 
May 5, 1983 

Dear Diana Butler: 

I am pleased to inform you that a 
ir;rant of 812,500.00 ha.s been awarded 
to your or,r;anization for i t _s pr~ject 
"Fall Conference. and Operations • A 
cheque for this amount is enclosed. 

It is encouraging to learn of the ob­
jectives of your organization and I 
fee 1 confident that the proposed ac­
tivities will contribute to a better 
understanding of the status of women 
in CanadA. ••.• 

May I offer you Rnd the members of 
your or,r;anization my consr;rA.tulations 
and best .wishes for success. 

REPORTS 

Yours sincerely, 
Serge Joyal 

ISSUES FOR YOUNG WOMEN 
MONTHLY REPORT 

April 15-May 15 

The month's activities were spent 
deciding upon what should go into the 
fact sheet and how we wanted it to 
look and what we wanted in the video. 

With the help of our graphic 
artist, Annie Weeks, we have arrived 
at decisions regarding content, size, 
print and colour. Annie is now 
working on the lay-out. 

We film the video on May 16, as a 
round-table discussion between five 
young women. They will speak about 
the issues of pronography, sexuality 
and being their age in today's world. 

This month has really seen the · 
coming together of our project. We 
eagerly await the completion of the 
fact sheet and the video, 

Letter-s 
Sisters 1 

Enclosed you will find my cheque 
for a renewal membership to SWAG. 
Al though I moved to Edmonton in Dec, 
I would still like to continue my 
subscription, I look forward to the 
newsletter and I like to keep up 
with what's happening in Victoria. 
I have also joined the Alberta S/W 
Action Committee so I get a good 
coverage of issues in Western 
Canada. Keep up the good work. 

Thanks, 
Margaret Bigelow 
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the following was sent to 1 

Pierre Trudeau, Judy Erola and 
Yvon Pinard (house leader) 

The time has come for a co-ordin­
ated, concentrated look at the 
political and personal issues facing 
women in Cnada. 

The example has been set by the 
report of the Standing Co.mmi ttee on 
Heal th, Welfare and Social Affairs 
on Vi?lence in the Family. This is 
a superb document and the fact that 
it was researched by many members of 
Parliament and presented to the 
House of Commons gave publicity and 
credence to a previously invisible 
fact of Canadian life . 



There are many such issues fac­
ing women today. 

The Advisory Council on the 
Status of Women does an admirable 
job within it's jurisdiction. Yet, 
the Advisory Council, because it 
reports to only one minister, does 
not have the power and the credibility 
to e!'fec t change. 

The time has come to establish a 
Parliamentary Committee that will 
monitor and review government action. 
We need a Parliamentary Cammi ttee 
that will focus on government spend­
ing estimates as they effect women . 

We need a Parliamentary Committee 
that will review legislation and 
recommend actions and changes for 
every ministry . Because 52.< o'r our 
population remains disadvantaged, 
it is essential that there be one 
standing committee which will monitor 
all legislation effecting women , 
including the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms , and w,hich will receive 
annual reports from all government 
departments concerned with women's 
programs, and undertake special 
projects to benefit women. 

Working for the future, 
Shirley Avril 
for the co-ordinating committee 

copies to J Margaret Mitchell M, P, • 
Donald Munro M,P,. Al lan MacKinnon 
M.P. , Jim Manly M.P. 

The responses were 1 

from the Office of the Prime 
Minister a basic thank you , I will 
pass your letter on the the Honour­
able Judy Erola, Minister responsible 
for the Status of Women. 

from Yvon Pinard 1 

Thank you for your letter of 
May 5, 198J concerning a committee 
on women's issues. 

As you know, my colleague , Judy 
Erola, has frequently pointed out 
that issues often tagged as 'women's 
issues' are really societal in their 
scope. It is , t herefore , doubtful 
whether such issues could be resolved 
through a restricted approach , 

Whil e a co.mmi ttee might provide 
an outlet for the frustrations of 
people concerned with very real 
inequ.i ties and problems, it would , 
I think, prove to be a 'ta.ke- two­
aspirin-and-call-back- in- the - morning' 
response to a situation that requires 
socio- economic medication on a 
systemic basis. 

Yours sincerely , Yvon Pinard 
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The following was sent to 1 

Mark MacGuigan 
Minister of Justice 
in response to a proposal put 
forward by Pat Carney (Van. M. P. ) 

The present system of collections 
of child maintenance places an undue 
burden on the courts and an unreason­
able burden and stress on the custod­
ial parent. 

Each month a court ordered main­
tenance payment is defaulted the 
custodial. pa"re'nt must return, at her 
own expense , to the court to request 
enforcement, The cost in time, legal 
fees and distress is appalling, 

The burden on single mothers, 
half of whom live below the poverty 
line and most of whom have very 
little more, is inexcusable. 

We would suggest that a much more 
humane and indeed much more cost­
ef:f"icient system is possible. 

The Divorce Act could be ammended 
to empower the courts to collect 
and enforce child maintenance pay­
ments automatically thro~the issuance 
of continuing orders. We would 
suggest the courts be responsible 
for the collection and dispersal of 
all such payments. 

The women and children of Canada 
have su:f:f"ered long enough. 

Yours sincerely, 
Shirley Avril 
for the co-ordinating coaimi ttee 

copies sent to M,P, 's Pat Carney, 
Donald . Munro, Allan MacKinnon and 
Jim Manly 

The standard acknowledgment letters 
have come from Pat Carney and Allan 
McKinnon, 

and the following from M.MacGuigan 

Thank you for your letter of 
May 5 , 1983 concerning enforcement 
of maintenance orders . 

I can assure you that I am well 
aware or the plight of' the custodial 
parent who is attempting to ensure 
that the non-custodial parent lives 
up to the obligations imposed by a 
separation agreement or a court 
order. 

As you may be aware , a Federal.­
Provincial Comm.i ttee on the Enforce­
ment of Mintenance and Custody Orders 
was established in the summer of 1981 
and is expected to submit its final 
report in the very near future. IT 
WILL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO BOTH 
THE PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL GOVERN­
MENTS, AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT­
WILL DO ALL THAT IT CAN TO ALLEVIATE 
THIS VERY SE!lIOUS PROBLEM. (ed. caps) 



In the review of the Divorce Act 
that is presently underway my office 
has considered several options for 
maintenance and custody orders. 
Those suggested by you, ~ly con­
tinuing orders and auto ma tic court 
collection, would be governed by the 
provinces through their control of 
procedure in the courts and their . 
jurisdiction over property and civil. 
rights. These two possi bil.i ties 
would, therefore, be b,eyond the jur­
isdiction of the feQeral government, 
but at the federal l.evel. we are 
committed to improving enforcem£nt 
of such orders and continue to in­
vestigate ways in which to do so, 

I appreciate your concerns and 
wel.come the imput of your organiza­
tion on this important issue, 

. Yours sincerel.y, Mark MacGuigan 

And re our l.ast months letter on 
the decriminal.ization of prostitution, 
again from the Minister of Justice. 

Thank you for your letter of April. 
lJ, l.983, concerning l.egisl.ation to 
deal with pro st~ tution, 

As you may know, the Standing 
Committee on Justice and Legal. 
Affairs has, since May 1982, been 
considering the matter of street 
sol.ici ting for the purpose of pros­
titution, On March 25, 1983, the 
Justice Committee reported to Par­
l.iament on this matter and recommend­
ed changes to the Crinimal. Code 
which would make it an offence to 
offer or accept an offer to engage 
in. prostitution in a publ.ic place, 
Such an amendment woul.d appl.y equall.y 
to customers or prostitutes whether 
they are male or female, The 
Justice Committee did recognize that 
this is part of a wider social. 
probl.em and recommended further review 
of this whole area within three 
years of the proposed l.egisl.ation 
being approved by Parl.iament, I:f 
the government decides to act on 
the recommendations of the Justice 
Committee, I woul.d certainly want 
a review of the other provisions of 
the Criminal Code dealing with 
prostitution, that is the bawdy 
house and procuring provisions, to 
ensure that we have the most string­
ent legislation available to deal 
with pimps, 

I am satisfied that the amend­
ments to the Criminal. Code in relation 
to assaults and sexual assaults 
which came into force on Jan. 4/BJ, 
particul.arly those dealing with the 
sexual history of the complainant, 
do afford greater protection to 
prostitutes against violence from 
both pimps and clients. If your 
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organization is not satisfied w; th 
the way these provisions are being 
enforced by the pol.ice for offen1:es 
invol.ving prostitutes, you may wish 
to express yo~. CC;ncerns Jo your 
municipal. poll. t1.c1.ans, chiefs of 
pol.ice and the Attorney General of 
your province, 

Yours sincerely, Mark MacGuigan 

more response to our letter about 
the 'Applebert' Report and pay T.V. 

Thanlt you for your recent letter 
in which you express grave concern 
about the direction or cul. tural 
policy in Canada. 

I am a strongsupporter of Studio 
D, and I certainly agree with you 
that it has served the women of 
Canada well. In addition, it 
performs an important cultural role 
by providing a professional forum 
for female film-makers producing 
fil_ms which explore many pertinent 
women's issues. 

I also share your concern about 
the high visibility of sex role 
stereotyped and o:ften pornographic, 
images of women in our society. In 
my view, there are a number o:f issues 
which must be addressed if we are to 
ensure that pay T, V. and other media 
reflect an acceptable image of womenJ 

-the prohibition of obscenity on 
pay T.V. 

-the regulation of material which 
degrades and exploits women, whether 
or not that material meets the legal 
definition of obscenity 

-the need f'or consistent enforce­
ment of laws prohibiting and regula t­
ing obscenity and pornography 

-the depiction of negative sex­
stereotypes of women in T,V. progrAll'l'i 

-the creation of empl.oyment 
opportunities for women performers 
in Canada without assurances that 
the women are not subjected to de­
grading employment conditions and 

-the need to ensure more exacting 
methods of determining ·canadian 
content standards. 

You can be assured that I wil.l 
pursue these concerns with my 
colleague, the Honourable Francis 
Fox, who is responsible for communi­
cations policy. 

I appreciate your taking the time 
to bring your views to my attention, 
they will be taken into consideration 
during any discussions on these matters. 

Yours sincerely, Judy Erola 



Thank you for your recent letter 
bringing to my attention the concerns 
of the Victoria Status of Women 
Action Group about pornography and 
pay television programming, as well 
as the Applebaum-Hebert Report. 

Your members will be pleased to 
know that proposals to amend sec. 159 
of the Criminal Code are now under 
consideration, The prevalence of 
materials depicting violence or acts 
degrading to the person has led to 
expressions of concern by many 
Canadians that the Criminal Code 
obscenity provisions are inadequate 
to respond to these trends in porn­
ography, I HOPE TO BE IN A POSITION 
TO PRESENT MY PROPOSALS TO PARLIAMENT 
IN THE NEAR FUTURE, { ed, caps, ) 

Further, the public reaction to 
the possi bli ty of pornographic 
content on pay television and the 
concerns expressed by my colleague 
the Minister of Communications, led 
the Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commission to 
undertake a review of its proposed 
Pal Television Network Regulations, 
I am hopeful that the CRTC will, 
when it promulgates the regulations, 
adopt provisions to prohibit tI?,e 
showing of indecent materials, 

Finally, I appreciate your bring­
ing to may attention the -views of 
the Victoria SWAG concerning the 
Applebaum-Herbert Report. As you 
know, this falls within the purview 
of the Honourable Francis Fox, 
Minister of Communications, and I 
note that you have also written to 
him on the subject, 

Yours sincerely, Mark MacGuigan 

to Monique Begin 
Minister of Heal th 

We are shocked and angered to 
hear of the cut to the Planned 
Parenthood federal. grant, A cut of 
over 5o,g is inexcusable. How can 
you justify denying the young people 
of Canada access to birth control 
ini'ormation? 

Planned Parenthood Centers are 
essential in every comm.unity. If 
they did not fullfill a vital need 
they would not exist, · 

You have a mandate to develop 
responsible heal th and welfare policy. 
This action indicates either complete 
unawareness or a total lack of concern. 
Either case is hardly appropriate for 
a minister of the state. 

When the statistics are next 
calculated we will hold you respon­
sible for the increase in teenage 
.pregnancies and/or abortions. 
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In disbelief ·, I remain, 
Shirley Avril 
for the co-ordinating coJJD1i ttee 

her response J 

I acknowledge receipt and thank 
you for your letter of May ·5, 1983, 
concerning funding to the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of Canada, 

Decisions ~t-0 reduce funding result 
from an examination of priori ties in 
this period of restraint. As a result, 
the family planning grants program, 
among others I has been reduced by 
$1. 4 million over two years. This 
reduction will no doubt affect many 
people, but an attempt has been ma.de 
to distribute the remaining funds in 
the most equitable manner so that 
each ongoing project will be in 
receipt of minimal operating funds. 
Federal contributions to family 
planning services will continue to 
be avail.able through the Canada 
Assistance Plan and the Established 
Programs Financing Act. 

Thank you for taking the time to 
express your views on this matter, 

Yours truly, Monique Begin 

and some thank yous, 

I would like to thank you ever 
so much for the copy of ~ 
Times I Women and Employment in 
British Columbia. 

It is a most ini'ormative and 
comprehensive report of the situation 
of women in B.C. I have passed it 
on to my officials :for their ini'orm­
ation. 

Yours sincerely, Judy Erola 

Thank you for your recent package 
enclosing copies of' materials pre­
pared by the Women Against Pronography 
~~dv~~~o~~~us of Women Action Group 

The proliferation of Pornographic 
ma teria.l.s in this country is a matter 
of grave concern for me. I am par­
ticularly distressed about the prev­
ale:ice of' materials depicting violence 
against women and chil.dren. I have 
passed your papers on to the officials 
at Status o:f Women Canada who are 
working on this issue. I am sure 
they will f'ind your work beneficial, 

Once again, I appreciate your 
having ta.ken the time to bring your 
views to my attention, 

Yours sincerely, Judy Erola 



remember Jim Ricks? 

in response to a request from the 
Public Service Commission for 
permission to share Pam's letter 
regarding Playing Around with J. R. 

Yes, you may certainly share the 
letter written by Pam Blackstone 
for the co-ordinatimt committee of 
the Status of Women ,Action Group 
regarding the book . Playing Around 
by Jim Ricks. 

You may also share with him my 
personal frustration and anger that 
a person who considers philandering 
a joke, a woman a plaything and 
racial characteristics objects of 
derision maintains any credibility 
with the helping professions. So 
much for family support structures 1 

Thank you for your attention to 
this matter . 

Yours sincerely, 
Shirley Avril 
for the co-ordinating committee 

more from members i 

Dear SWAGi 
...• Sometimes when I get depressed 

about women in socie!ty (how they 
allow themselves to be portrayed and 
how they are portrayed) I read your 
SWAG newsletters and realize that 
someone else is trying just like I 
am to make this a more equal world 
for both sexes, and I feel better. 

Keep up the good work, 
sincerely yours, 
Wendy Ackinclose 

to i Lesbian Action Committee 
B,C, Federation of Women 

the following was written in response 
to a question in the Lesbian Action 
Committee rep·ort to the B.C.F.W. 
Co-ordinating Collective meeting, 
May 7-8, 1983, asking about National 
Action Committee on S/W policy on 
lesbianism. 

Dear Women i 
Yes, NAC does have policy on 

lesbianism. The policy is 1:hat 
sexual orientation be included in 
the Canadian Human Rights Code for 
prot~ction from discrimination (in 
housing, employment, and services) . 
The policy was passed at the 1980 
convention, I spoke to the motion , 
Ther~ was no opposing vote but there 
was indeed tension in the air. The 
opposition, as I heard it, was voiced 
primarily as, ''There is always so 
much support for those in 'alternative' 
lifestyles. What about support for 
those of us who struggle in 'tradition­
al' relationships? " 
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During the" lobby that· Year, a 
group of representatives met with the 
Human Rights Commissioners to speak 
in support of our new policy. The 
commisssioners were all in agreement 
with the policy and have in fact 
recommended the inclusion of sexual 
orientation several times to parlia­
ment. Those recommendations, as 
you know, have been largely ignored . 

I feel. there is a great deal of 
room forNAC to take a higher profile 
in the struggle !'or lesbian rights, 
speci!'ically with regard to the 
Immigration Act and custody ot' child­
ren, in addition to the Human Rights 
Code changes . 

NAC, as most women I s groups, 
operates on volunteer efforts by 
women, Therefore having the group 
take action is very much a case ot' 
finding women who are willing to 
become active within the organization 
to work on this particular issue. 

I have been relatively inactive 
in NAC over the last year, however, 
I intend to become more involved 
over the next !'ew years. I am 
willing to lobby other lesbians 
within NAC to join you in raising 
the .issue of lesbian rights in 
Canada. 

In sisterhood, 
Shirley Avril 

Dear Ms . Brewini (copy to SWAG) 

I am writing in regard to the 
recent action taken by the Vancouver 
City Council to refuse future zoning/ 
licensing for video outlets renting/ 
selling pornographic materials , Now 
that this precedent has been set I 
invite you to introduce a motion at 
council by which Victoria Would 
follow suit. I hope that soon every 
municipality in B, C. will cease to 
grant zoning or licensing to any 
"?us~ness th~t profits !'rom the dep­
iction of violence against women and 
children·. I hope this will be 
approached in the same way that 
selling hate literature about any 
other group, i.e . native, black, 
immigrant, etc. would be viewed . 

It' you or any ot' your colleagues 
are ~nt!r!sted in. hearing from groups 
and individuals within the city that 
support this policy I am sure you 
will have no trouble finding them, 
I hope you will consider a motion a 
~~!r b~t~~~:' this kind in the very 

Thank you , 
Judy Liet'schul tz 



'NEWS & 
VIEWS' 

CONFESSION 

First they treated women's bodies as 
objects with which to advertise 
material goods. I di dn I t object. 
was too busy polishing floors or 
buying broadloom. 

Then they distorted our bodies and 
displayed them to sell a lifestyle 
harmful to families. They sold their 
product in my corner store. but I 
didn't want to appear a prude. I 
went along with it. 

They showed for entertainment picb.n!:i 
of men abusing women, but t~ kept it 
in a special part of town. I pre­
tended I didn't see. 
They moved those pictures into the 
common air, into my community, but 
didn't' think it affected me. 

Now when a twelve-year old is raped 
by her own step-father, the judge 
says, "It wasn 1 t violent" and reduces 
the man's sentence. 
When· teen-aged children are forced 
into prostitution. the judge says the 
money is for their support. He 
acquits the step-father. 

When my Calgary sister is raped, her 
crutches kicked away, the judge says 
she should have expected it. MY GOO, 
WHAT HAVE I OONE? WHAT CAN I 00 NOW? 

From the newsletter of the NoY'th 
• Shore Women I s Centre April 1983 

OAY CARE GROWTH HAS SLOWED 

The growth of licensed day care 
spaces in Canada has slowed down in 
the past two years. The number of 
licensed or supervised day care 
spaces increased by 6.8 per cent per 
year, 1980-82, compared to a 16.3 per 
cent increase one year ea.rlier, 1979-
80. 

Day care spaces increased by two­
thirds (65%) each year 1973-76, did 
not grow 1976-78, then resumed growth 
at a significantly reduced rate of 
12.7 per cent per year, 1979-82. 

The mid-seventies witnessed the 
hey-day, the lte seventies a mora­
torium, and the early 1980 1 s a modest 
improvement to day care . 

In 1981 in Canada, 54.1$ of all 
mothers with children under 16 years 
of age were either working or seeking 
work; this included 49.5% of al 1 
mothers with youngest child under 
years of age (Statistics Canada .• 
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labour Force Survey Division, unpub­
lished data). This marked increase 
in labour force participation by 
young mothe,rs has hardly been matched 

· by a signif..icant growth in licensed 
day care in the early 1980 1 s. 

It is very safe to assume that more 
than 1-in-10 working mothers would 
rather place her child in licensed or 
supervised day care. Access to af­
fordable and high quality day care 
should become more a priority in the 
mid-eighties as it was in the mid­
seventies. Time w i 11 te 11 whether 
the actions generated out of the 2nd 
Canadian Conference on Day Care last 
September in Winnipeg wi 11 spark a 
return to larger increases in day care. 

- From the newsletter of the Catmian 
Council on Social Development, 
vol. 1 Number 2 

REVIEWS 
BOOK REVIEW 

Louky Bersianik's THE EUGUELIONNE 

First published in Quebec, the 
French ed1t1on was an immediate suc­
cess, selling more than 15,000 copies 
- a major, almost unheard-of achieve­
m~nt for a Canadian feminist literary 
title. The later Paris edition 
brou~ht THE EUGEL!ONNE international 
critical acclaim. 

Now THE EUGUELIONNE is available in 
En~l1sh_- translated by women at the 
University of Victoria and published 
by the women of Press Porcepic. 

THE EUGUELIONNE is a constantly 
changing, stimulating work which 
expands ihe bounds of the novel. The 
~ugelionne arrives from another planet 
in search ?f what she calls uthe male 
of_my species. 11 she quickly relin­
quishes all hope of finding him on 
Earth, but sets about through her 

~~n~!f~ ~~!~ ;~:P w~~~~i~: f~=i~lanet 
traditional roles. She helps them se 
through her - new and astonished eyes ' 
the absurdities so casually accepted 
by women in our society. In so doing 
she o'.fers insights into the church, ' 
~;~~~!~~- psychology, the law and the 



Its pervasive optimism and its 
insistence on the possibility of joy 
and love make THE EUGUELIONNE a 
remarkable boo • 

Published by Press Porcepic of Vic­
toria, THE EUGUEL!ONNE is distributed 
in Canada by Beaverbook.s, 195 Allstate 
Parkway, Markham, Ontario, L3R 4T8, 
(416) 477-0030 and costs $9.95. It is 
sold at Everywoman's Books in Victoria. 

If anyone is aware that the video 
cassette "Custer's Revenge 11 is on sale 
anywhere, the Attorney-Genera 1 • s office 
should be notified immediately. This 
particular cassette has been banned 
from Canada . 

.... • ............ filOOOO®OOOO®®ITilil@OOfi@ ;, ... • ... • ...... . 

THE VICTORIA WOMENS' SEXUAL ASSAULT 
CENTRE NEEDS YOUR HELP! I 

In 1983-84 we will receive $50,000 
from the Ministry of the Attorney 
General to operate our centre. This 
is a start BUT it is only sufficient 
to cover two salaries and some of our 
basic costs. 

IT DOES NOT FUND: 

*preventive programs for young 
people to help them avoid sexual 
assault 

*educational programs for those in 
the community dealing with survivors 
of sexual assault 

*sufficient staff to handle the 
numbers of inQui .ries and to train 
volunteers. 
From January 1, 1983 to March 31, 1983, 
87 survivors and their supporters 
cal led the centre for help for recent 
and past assaults. 

*al _l necessary operating costs 
including part of the rent, telephone 
costs and transportation costs for 
vo 1 unteers. 

WHAT YOUR MONEY COULD BUY 

$10 buys ••• 
*¼day rent at the sexual assault 

centre 
*a week I s rent of the telephone 

pagers for staff and volunteers 
$15 buys ••• 
*a week.• s rental of our 24-hour 

crisis line 
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*a presentation to a group of young 
people ·about preventing sexual assault 

$20 buys ••• 
*a day's rent at the sexual asS3.ult 

centre 
*a monthly honorarium for volurteers 

to help defray their travel costs 
ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME!!!! 

Please make your cheQue payable to: 
Victoria Women 1 s Sexual Assault 

Centre 
1045 Linden Avenue 
Victoria, B.C. V8B 4H3 

Please include your name and address -
we want to thank you. 

~n 

THERESE F. CASGRAIN FOUNDATION 

A group of Canadians from many walks 
of life have joined together in order 
to perpetuate the memory of Senator 
Therese F. Casgrain who devoted her 
life to the promotion of women and the 
cause of social justice. To this pur­
pose, a campaign is being underta·k.en 
to set up a trust fund of $250,000, 
the interest of which will serve as a 
research scholarship on the status of 
women available to candidates from any 
Canadian university. 

Such an objective cannot be reached 
without widespread support. The 
foundation is asking all those who 
think. it important to carry on the 



work of this eminent Canadian to make 
a contribution, however small, to this 
fund, in the hope that research might 
point the way to the harmonious evolu­
tion of women's role in society. 

Contributions may be sent to: 
Therese-F. Casgrain Foundation 
800 Dorchester 81 vd. West 
Suite 1036 
Montreal, Quebec H3B 1 X9 
Tel. (514) 283-3048 

---ARTICLES---
PROSTITUTES •••• an end to the 

invisibility 

Perhaps once ot the most disturbing 
comments to tind its way into the 
opinion pages of the Sun appears on 
Sat. ,April JO in a letter tro11 a con­
cerned West End resident, Marie Hiet­
akan~as. In her resr,onse to Jillian 
Riddington' • call for decrimilization 
of pros ti tut ion she says, "Ridding ton 
can see here and now the effects ot 
decriminalization: a neighbourhood 
under seige. We long ago lost the 
ri~ht to walk our streets after 7 p. m. 
We are harrassed daily by cruising 
johns, who mistake all pedestrians for 
prostitutes, and by the prostitutes, 
who feel we have no right to be here 
••• A child is raped on her way home 
from school ••• We must walk blocks out 
of our w11.y to avoid confrontation... . 
We are the victims, and our neighbor­
hood is being destroyed. 

Yes, tor Marie and the Concerned Res­
idents of the West End (CROWE), ll 
group currently lobbying the federal 
government for increased legislation 
controlling prostitution, real prob• 
lems are evident in their neighbour­
hood. --Wh11.t is disturbing in the 
arguments used to promote greater 
legal penal ties on the street pros­
titute, however, is simply that they 
serve only to scapegoat the female 
streetwalker tor a host of ills for 
which she is not responsible. West 
Ead residents workin~ primarily to 
make prostitution invisible, seem to 
believe that in doing so, this invis­
ibility will extend to the erradica­
tion ot sexual harassment, rape, child 
Abuse, Rnd general noise and nuisance 
problems. 
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·For West End residents and other cit­
izens feeling the very real effects 
ot urban disintegration in the midst 
of an economic crisis, the prostitute 
is a convenient t.arget. For MRyor 
Harcourt and Alderman May Hrown, who 
are currently picking~ on these peo­
ples concerns, the prostitute is a 
timely political vehicle. It is ob­
vious that criminal sanctions placed 
on the individual prostitute will not 
even begin to alleviate the critical 
lack of safety for women 11nd children 
in our neighbourhoods, let alone add­
ress the issue of I pros ti tut ion I it-
s elf. Nonetheless, these politic inns 
insist upon pressing ahead to garner 
votes from a constituency clearly 
shocked and outra.e;ed at the violence 
and sexual exploitation concentrated 
on their streets. 

Pros ti tut ion is a ditticul t issue : it 
Rffects all of us in a deeply personal 
way by laying bRre the foundations of 
sexual power and barter in our society, 
'fo seriously take on the issue, is to 
confront the severe economic oppres­
sion of women and youn,; people, soc­
iety's attutudes toward 'so-called' 
promiscuous women, child ne~lect and 
abuse, general police harassment, 
society I s indifference toward rape 
and wife battering (especially the 
violence done to independent women), 
and the over all daily explot tation 
of sexual! ty tor profit which is a 
cornerstone of a free market economy 
functioning for the sole beneft t or 
men . 

Little wonrter Harcourt and llroffn' s 
solutions embrace the simplistic. 



Not surprisin,;ly, feminists who have 
dared to speak out in support of 
prostitutes have come under attack 
on many fronts, not the least of which 
is R seemin~ inconsistency between 
their stand on pornography and their 
stand a,;ain&t criminal sanctions for 
prostitutes, Marie 1 s leter to the 
S~ also states: "The ~ation11.l Action 
Cora.mi ttee on the Status of \l'omen takes 
great offence at pornography, but 
supports the right of some to act out 
explicitly on our streets and at the 
entrance to our homes what they find 
degrading and morally offensive on 
film and in magazines." .Uut of course, 
there is no real inconsistency between 
these two positions. Pimps and johns 
are to prostitution what pornoe;raphers 
are to pornography. Further, 1 t is 
clear to feminists workin.e; on the 
issues, that society is wholly res­
ponsible tor the creation of both the 
market tor pros ti tut ion and the glar­
in~ lack of opportunity which makes 
that market an avenue tor women seBk­
in~ some means of survival tor them­
selves and, in many cases, their 
children. 

The real hypocrisy is found in the 
defenders of seXU.al mores who toler­
ate and condone· third par;ty obser­
vation, recordings, and sales trom 
sexual de~radation of woaen tor male 
profit, while slapping legal penal­
ties on women who directly sell their 
sexual services. Their idea is not 
to rid society of its abusive and de­
grading attitudes toward women, rather, 
it is simply to remove the up-front 
barter and all its consequences from 
the public eye while punishim; those 
women who have seen through the thin­
ly dis,1;uised relation · between a 
woman's sexual availability and her 
monetary worth, and who are prepared 
to act on that knowledge. 

It is this social and physical pun­
ishment of prosi tutes that makes 
pros ti tut ion a crucial issue tor 
te111inists. While 1 t is true that the 
situation in Vancouver has ·been bro­
ue;ht to a confrontation in recent 
months, the local debate serves to 
primarily underscore a much larger 
feminist concern which is that pros­
ti tut es bear the brunt of woman as 
offender, woman as evil, woman as 
ob,1ect to be simultaneously used and 
loathed. The women's movement as a 
whole has been slow to 11.ct on behalf 
of prostitutes and in this has left 
a gap that can no longer go unnoticed. 
\Ve cannot ettecti vely deal with sex­
uality, abuse of women, and the econ­
omics of women's lot gener11.lly wt thout 
developing a strategy to deal with 
prostitution and the prbblems pros­
titutes face. 
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It is quetionable whether a viable 
strategy can be formulated without 

the direct input of pros ti tut es them­
selves. Feminists and prostitutes 
have yet to establish a clear channel 
of communication tor ·a number of 
reasons. Certainly prostitutes them­
selves are wary of •straight women" 
and of being treated in a patronizing 
or moralizing manner. Net ther do · 
they wish to be seen as hapless vic­
tims in need of some form of feminist 
rescue. 

Feminis~s, on the other hand, are 
without first-hand knowledge of the 
street, somethina:; which makes working 
with prostitutes somewhat intimidatina:;. 
Furthermore, the voluntary commodi t­
ization of women that is prostitution, 
is no less disturbing tor feminists 
than 1 t is tor other members of "str­
aight II society, albeit for diferent 
reasons. 

Prostitutes in Vancouver have bea:;un 
to organize. The Alliance tor the 
Safety of Prostitutes (ASP) joins a 
,;rowing list of prost,i tut es advocacy 
l!:roups in North America. The demands 
they are making warrant study on the 
part of feminists concerned , with 
taking action on prostitution. ASP' s 
overriding mandate (and 1 t has been a 
prime concern of prostitute's ~roups 
since the fol'lll8 ti.on of COYOTE in San 
Francisco more than 10 years a~o) is 
the decriminalization of prostitution. 
Decriminalization is often contused 
with legalization, the former being 
the erradication of all laws that deal 
with prostitution, the lat,er removing 
the illegality of soliciting, but 
leavin~ laws in place to ~overn its 
practice. Wh11.t makes legalization 
undesirable is that it makes the 
a:overnment the pimp. 

Where pros ti tut ion has been legalized 
1 t hRs resulted ·in forced brotheliz­
ation and further ghettoization of 
prostitutes. 

DecriminRlization, however, is tar 
from the complete answer. While it 
would mean that a judge could not 
sleep with a woman by night and 
sentence her by day, there is little 
re11.son to assume that prostitutes 
would have any more control over their 
working st tuation than they do now. 
Un-til the focus is taken oft the pros­
titute and is put on the customer, 
until a prostitute has a chance of 
being believed when she charges some­
one with sexual assault or battering, 
decriminalization will remain a des­
iren.ble step but an incomplete solu­
tion. 



The question of wha.t kind of long­
term goa.ls we have rep;arding pros-
ti tut ion is R very real one and pro­
bably the aost problematic tor fem­
inists . UegRrdless of whether or not 
we support pros ti t.uti·on in the lon~ 
run, however, we can be clear that we 
support the prostitutes. 

•••• by Kineais staftwri ters 

llren.ki.ne: nown the uarriers to 
Ertrll nynent 

~vstemic Discrimin11.tion 
The most d11.m11.,v:ing discrimination does 
not result from isol11.ted, individu11.l 
11.cts motiv11.ted by prejudice but rather 
from historio11.l assUJ11ptions and trR­
di tions which have becoae 11n intrinsic 
f)ftrt of the em.ploYMent syete■. 

EstRblished rules, policies and 
orRCtices often e11.body a bills a,:ainst 
women, minorities 11.nd the dis11bled 
th11.t effectively excludes the■ fro■ 
employment opportunities. This "sys­
temic" discrimination exists even 
when there is no intent to discri■ina te. 

Some eXRaples include : 
•Height and weight requirements may 

be unnecessarily ,;eared to the 
physical proportions of white 11ftles 
wt thout sufficient regard for the 
actu11.l requirements _ne.eded to per­
fol'ffl the .1ob, and therefore, ex­
clude fe11a_les and some ■inori ties. 

•Hirin1; offiCiftls, historically 
white 1111\les, who rely on "word of 
mouth" reorui tinp; , amon,r; their 
friends. 11.nd oo l le11~ues, so that 
only this select ,;rou-p, usually 
the s11.me r11.ce and sex leRrn of 
potential job openings. 

•Rules requiring th11.t only English 
be •~ken 11t the workplace, even 
when not " business necessity, 
result in discrimination against 
individu11.ls whose first language 
is not En,r;lish. 

The Affirmative Action Experience 
The Human Ri,;hts Code of liri ttsh 
Columbi11 provides redress tor dis­
crimination but it ts usually limited 
to the investigation and resolution 
of individual complaints. Some sys­
temic barriers ma.y be addressed in 
the course of 11.n investigation, how­
ever, no comprehensive str11.tegy to 
Rddress systemic ,uscri11ination is 
conte111pl11.ted by the le~tslation. 

Affirmative Action is a comprehensive 
stra.tecy to identify and eliminate 
discriminatory employment policies 

ia.nd oractices i to remedy the effects 
of pa.st dtscri111inRtion; and to ensure 
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f11.ir representa.tion of women , minor­
ities, Rnd the disabled in the 111.bour 
force. 

An examiitlltion of d11.ta on earnings, 
occupations, career patterns and 
une■ployment, supr,orta the need for 
Affiniative action f'lro,r;rams. That 
data reveals serious diSf'lari tiea bet­
ween disadv11.nt11.,r;ed ,;rours Rnd other 
workers. The earntn,r;s 11.nd ca.re er pro­
.1:ression gf ,. these ,r;roupa, for exa.mple , 
a.re inferior to those of white ma.lea 
with equtv11.lent qualifications. Hore­
over, the r,erva.siveness of PftSt dis­
crimin11.tion has led to 11. pattern of 
inferior education, a more limited 
career ran~e, less career prepara.tion 
Rnd ,r;rea.ter soci11.l, economic and cul-

!~~"-!h:r::!::~e!~r women, minorities, 

The Ch11.rter of Ri,r;hts in the new 
CanadiRn Constitution not only prohibits 
discriaination but reco,;nizes the v11.1-
idi ty of affina11.ttve action. (See bilow ) 

The f11.ct that provision for a.ffinaative 
action pro~ra■s has been in·corporated 
into the Cons ti tut ion reflects ft. C11.nada 
wide recognitibn that Rffin.attve action 
is 11.n i■port11nt Rnd necessary tool for 
eli■inating the disc;rh1.ination that ·1s 
inherent in our current e111ployment sys­
te111.s. Furthermore, Section 15(2) 
ensures tha.t affinaRtive Rotton pro~rRms 
desi,r;ned by federal And provinciA.l 11.gen­
cies for the beneti t of disadvAnt11.,r;ed 
a;roups, will be Allowed by the Charter 
ot Rights. 

In essence, 11.fftnnative action is a · 
strategy to co■bftt the most serious 
subtle, pervRsive type of discrimin~­
tion ---aysteratc discrimination . ....................................... 
Canadian .Charter of Rights Section 15 · 

.1115; (1) Every individu11.l is equPLl before 
ftnd under the law ftnd haa t.he ri.:ht to 
the equal protection, equa.l benefit of 
the law without discrimination and, in 
J)llrttcular without discrimination b11.sed 
on r11.ce, national or ethnic oriiz:in , 
colour, reliir;ion, sex, or mental or 
physical dis11.bility. 

( 2) Subsection ( l) does not pre­
clude 11.ny law, pro,r;ram or activity that 
has Ra its object the ameliora.tion of 
Condi ttons of ttisftdVRnta,;ed iTldi ViduRlS 
or a:roups, includina; those thRt are 
disadva.n.t11.,r;ed because of race, national 
or ethnic ori,r;in, colour, religion, 
sex, 11.1:e or 11ental or physical 
disRbility," ......... *!••·············-· .................... .. 
Article above from HumRn Ri1:hts Conrrnis-
S!~in~ei§AJtter, Volume 4, Number lt, 



[lbrfl] RES O UR CE S O==i-Jf\j] 
RECENT ACQUJSTIONS 

Please note that the ARCHIVES column has been given a new name to renect more 
accurately the purpose of' this inf'ormation to members . !--do hope that you 
approve. In addition, in order to cut down on space, we will only indicate 
the titles, Do call into the of'f'ice f'or any resources you need, or just to 
browse, or or or. 

FEMINIST RESOURCES: 

SWAG newsletter 
Of'f' Our Backs 
CARAL newsletter 
North Island Women's 

liewsletter 
CAAW.S liewsletter . 
Ontario Native Women's 

Newsletter 
Tapestry 
Grapevine 

OTHER RESOURCES: 

Women of' Europe newsletter 
Response to violence in the 

f'amily and sexual assault 
Labour Research Bulletin 
Canadian Filmmakers' 

Distribution West Catalogue 1983 
Ecunemical llews 

$0HeT!He5 -I THIUK" ... 

FLAGRANT 
BROADSIDE 
KI!IESIS 
The Ontario Committee 

on the Status of' 
Womeri 

WOl'.A."f TODAY 
COMMUNIQ.U'ELLES 
ACTION newsletter 
NORTH SHORE WOMEN 

Status of' Women 
News 

CRIAW: PAPERS: 
Sport, Sex Roles and 
Sex Identity 
Canadian Women in 
Politics: An Overview 

INCORPORATIO_N IS A 
FEMINIST ISSUE! 

llews-llouvelles (Journal of' 
Planned Parenthood Federation 
of' Canada) 

Human Rights Commission of' B.C. 

13 

Jlewsletter lo f'ollowing pamphlets: 
'How to Make It Work' 
"'What This Country Did to Us, It 

Did to Itself'"' 
'I'M OKAY; We're !lot so Sure About You 



Hon. Mark MacGuigan 
Minister of Justice 
House of Conmons 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Dear Mr. MacGuigan, 

I am writing to vigorously protest the inadequate defense presented by the 
Federal Government in response to Joe Borowski's legal suit challenging 
section 251 of the Criminal Code. 

The canadian Abortion Rights Action League, which sought to represent the 
interests of women, was denied intervenor status in the case. 

Consequently, the concerns and voices of the women of canada, the very group 
of canadians most directly affected by this legislation, were not heard in 
court. 

If Borowski wins, abortion will once a41#n be illegal in this country. The 
resulting increases in 'backstreet' ,"Negal, medically unsafe abortions, and 
deaths from these p_rocedures, will~ . . e once again that the Federal . 
Government is concerned more with i cs than the hea 1th of women in this 
country. Poor women will be espe lly discriminated against as it is they 
who do not have the economic res&ces to pursue less hazardous alternatives 
such as journeying to the Unit~!tate: or Europe to obtain an abortion in 
sterile, safe, medical establisliments. 

As you know, the majority of Canadians believe women should have the right 
to legal abortion. I seek your assurance that the Government will ensure 
that women have access to safe legal abortion. 

Yours truly, 
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A VIDEO PRESENTATION FROM THE STATUS OF WOMEN ACTION GROUP 

ANil. 

A SLIDE SHOW .FROM THE WOMEN'S SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTER 

DATE/TIME 

LOCATION James Bay Community Center 
140 Oswego Street 

sponsored by the Status of Women Action Group 
, : ·81-1012 

Membership Form 

Name:------------------
Add1ress;_ ________________ _ 

City:---------- PQSQJ Cods:c·-----
Telephone: ________________ _ 

Renewal: CJ New: CJ Cift: CJ 

• MembershipisS10-peryeardueMarch8. Send to: SWAC 
Pos< Office Box 62'¥(. Stn. C. 

(Reduced rat:a ~vailable if needed). Vlaoria. B.C. VSP SU 



Return to, 
Status of Women Action 
P.O. Box 6296, · Stn C, 
Victoria, B.C. V8P 5L5 
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Learning Resources 
Camosun College, 
3100 Foul BAy Rd . , 
Victoria, B.c. 
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