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Met the Legislature for Third Session of 
Fourteenth Parliament This Afternoon

P. A. PAULINE
Seconder of Address.

ANDERSON
of Address.

HON. JOHN OLIVER, PREMIER OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

MOVER AND SECONDER TO ADDRESS IN LEGISLATURE

FREDK. W.

Court Mourning Debarred Pomp and Ceremony 
Speech from Throne Foreshadows Useful Legisla­
tion ; Two Soldier Mimbers Introduced; House 
Aojourned Until Monday

Legislative Press Gallery, January 30. 
Shorn of all the usual time-honored ceremonial and lacking the 

presence of the numerous and distinguished visitors on the floor of 
the Legislative Chamber itself, the third session of the fourteenth 
Parliament of British Columbia was formally opened by His Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor at three o’clock this afternoon. Out of re­
spect for the memory of His Royal Highness Prince John, and in 
deference to the Imperial Court order for a period of national mourn­
ing, to-day's occasion was marked by the utmost simplicity and the 
opening formalities were disposed of with quiet promptitude. All in­
vitations issued by the Honorable the Speaker were automatically I

cancelled on receipt of the Royal de-

OFFICIALLY OPENED 
LEGISLATURE TO-DAY

SIR FRANK S. BARNARD, K. C. M. G.
Lieutenant-Governor of B. C.

cree, while in view of the prevalent epi­
demic and the desire for an avoidance J 
of anything approaching a crowd, the 
public galleries were by no means typi- I 
cal of the animated scenes which have ■ 
characterized the ceremony in former j

Hi» Honor Arrive». I
Entering the Legislative Chamber j 

at 3 o’clock, accompanied by his Pri- J 
vate Secretary, His Honor proceeded 1 
to the dais and read the Speech from I 
the Throne, the full text of which ap- I 
pears below.

Special reference Is made in His 1 
Honor’s speech to the conclusion of I 
hostilities and suitable allusion to the I 
part played by British Columbians 1 
duly recorded. Tribute Is paid to the I 
Government of this Province for its I 
advocacy of the recent conference of >1 
Provincial Premiers, while the various |1 
subjects for legislative treatment are>« 
briefly set forth. Chief among the lat-^S 
ter is the contemplated Bill authuriz-vm 
ing the appointment of a Public Utili*. 1 
ties Commission. Legislation Is sise J 
to be submitted providing superannua- - 1 
tion powers in respect of members of 1 
the Civil Service.

Speech From the Throne.
The speech of His Honor reads as I 

follows:
"Mr. Speaker and Members of the I 

Legislature: H
Tn greeting you at this, the opening I 

of the third session of the Fourteenth I 
Legislature of British Columbia, I give I 
thanks to Almighty God that He hath 1 
granted victory to the arms of Great I 
Britain and her Allies; that her enemies I 
have been compelled to sue for peace, I 
and that & conference of représenta- 1 
tives of the Allied nations is now in | 

lion to determine the conditions of 
peace.

‘My Government recognises and re­
joices in the strength displayed by the 
British forces, and appreciates the 
valiant part taken in this war by His 
Majesty’s subjects in the Dominion of 
Canada, taking modest but Just pride 
in the achievements of the brave men 
from this Province, many of whom have 
earned and received tokens of their 
distinguished conduct.



.VICTORIA DAILY TIMES. THURSDAY. JANUARY 30, 'f)^

To Those Who Fell.
“My Government is not forgetful of 

those who have paid the supreme sacri- ! 
flee in order that freedom and justice 

| might be secured and the right of self- 
1 determination established for all the 

nations of the earth. Their memories 
will be cherished by our people and the 
principles for which they died, be­
cause of their sacrifice, shall be up­
held by those who remain.

“To those who have been spared and 
will return soon from overseas, I voice 
not only my own sentiment but that of 
my Government and the people of Brit- 

1 ish Columbia when I assure them of a 
hearty welcome, feeling confident that 

| they will resume their vocations with 
! the same fortitude and courage dis- 
! played on the field of battle uniting 
! earnestly with those to whom they 
will be restored in efforts to re-estab­
lish the prosperity of the Province and 
develop its resources for the benefit of

Conference of Premiers.
“Last summer my Government urged 

upon the Prime Minister of Canada the 
Importance of summoning a confer­
ence at which the several Provinces, 
as well as the Dominion, would be rep­
resented, for the discussion and co-or­
dination of plans for the re-establish­
ment of returned and returning sol­
diers in civil life. Ap a result rep­
resentatives of the Dominion and all 
the Provincial Governments met in Ot­
tawa, following which certain plans

[were formulated in November last and 
assurances were given to the Federal 
Government that the hearty co-oper­
ation of the several Provinces would 
be accorded in carrying out the pro­
posals agreed upon. Required legis­
lation to implement this pledge on the 
part of my Government will be placed 

111 before you.
Okanagan Lands.

'A tract of land in the South Okan­
agan District has been purchased un­
der the provislaps of the 'Soldiers' Set­
tlement Act’ tor the benefit of returned 
soldiers, and you will be asked for ap­
propriations to carry out development 

rk thereon.
A large area of Crown lands has 

been surveyed and reserved for the 
n-pose of soldier settlement. 
“Provision also is being made to ac­

quire homesites within, or adjacent to. 
cities, and moneys advanced by the 
Federal Government for housing pur­
poses will be utilized to erect dwellings 
thereon. Legislation necessary for 

me purposes will be placed before

(Concluded on page 7.)

LEGISLATURE OPENED 
THIS AFTERNOON WITH 

CEREMONIAL MISSING
(Continued from page 1.)

“A Bill designed -to encourage stock 
breeding within the Province and pro­
viding for a comprehensive grazing 
policy will be -laid before you for your 
consideration.

A “A measure will be introduced grant­
ing relief in respect of timber license 

, 5 fees to those engaged in a ;tlve naval 
: or military service.

Pleasing Retrospect.
3 T *1 “It affords me pleasure to advise you 

• that during the past year agricultural 
production has Increased and new in­
dustries have been established within 
the Province. Early in the year my 
Government took effective steps to 
place the timber resources of the Prov­
ince at the convenient disposal of the 
Imperial authorities for war purposes. 
Extensive contracts for the building of 
ships for both British and foreign Gov­
ernments hâve been entered into- by 
shipbuilding firms.

Railway Construction.
“My Government has been active in

I ï| urging upon the Dominion Government 
M the necessity of completing the con­

tractual obligations of the Canadian 
Northern Pacific Railway Company in 
respect of unfinished work in British 
Columbia. AS a result of the represen­
tations made the construction of the 

•Canadian Northern Pacific Railway on 
Vancouver Island is progressing, and
■■

NEW SERGT.-AT-ARMS

JAMESCRONK
Formerly of 7th Battalion.

it is confidently expected that further 
construction in other parts of the 
Province will be proceeded with during

“Construction on the Pacific Great 
Eastern Raihtiay is proceeding satis­

factorily. and it is the Intention of ray 
Government to prosecute vigorously 
further extension during the coming, 
season.

“Notwithstanding the comparatively 
small appropriations for the purpose, 
the Department of Public Works has 
effected the necessary repairs to roads, 
trails and bridges.

Emergency Appropriation.
“You will be asked to consider the 

advisability of voting an emergency 
appropriation for the purpose of pro­
viding employment during the coming 
year in carrying on development work 
of a productive character.

“I am pleased to advise you that the 
value of mineral production for the 
year 1918 shows a substantial increase 
over that of the previous year. The 
prospects for the coming year are 
encouraging. There has been a decline 
in the production of placer gold, but 
the output of lode gold has increased. 
It is expected that the year 1919 will 
show a marked Increase in this class 
of mining. The production of coal has 
been very materially increased during 
the year, and there is a prospect that 
new coal areas will be developed.

Hopeful Mining Outlook.
"Amendments to the ‘Coal Mines 

Regulation Act* will be placed before 
you for consideration.

"Engineers appointed to investigate 
and encourage mining report a feeling 
of optimism and confidence among op­
erators and prospectors throughout the 
Province.

“A report dealing with the practic­
ability of the electro-smelting of Brit­
ish Columbia iron ores will be laid 
before you.

"It is proposed to submit for re­

enactment the ‘Vancouver Island Set­
tlers' Rights Act '1904)—Amendment 
Act (1917).’

“My Government, through the Hon. 
the Minister of Education. 1ms entered 
into an arrangement with other West­
ern Provinces for the standardization, 
of educational text books.

Prohibition Act Amendments.
“Necessary amendments to the 'Pro­

hibition Act' will be laid before you.
‘ Legislation disfranchising military 

deserters and other persons exempted I 
from military service will be submit-

“A Bill to authorize the appointment I 
of a Public Utilities Commission will 
be submitted for your consideration.

“A Bill for the establishment of 
Public Library Commission will be I 
submitted."Protection from tax sales and for I 
the further relief of returned soldiers 
will be proposed in a Bill for the ex­
tension of time for payment of taxes 
by returned soldiers.

“A Bill to provide for the appoint­
ment of official school trustees for the 
better regulation of public? schools In I 
alien communities will be laid before i

Superannuation.
“You will be asked to consider a Bill 

providing for the superannuation of 
Civil Servants, and amendments to the 
‘Civil Service Act’ will be submitted.

"The Public Accounts for the past 
fiscal year will be laid before you at 
an early date. *

"The Estimates of Expenditure for 
the coining year will be submitted for 
your consideration.

"Gentlemen, in leaving you to your j 
deliberations I have confidence that the j work you will undertake will be faith- • 
fully performed, and I pray the bless­
ing of Providence upon your labors."

Introduction of Members
Immediately following the with­

drawal of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
Mr. Speaker took his seat, the Legis­
lature thus being ready for the busi­
ness of the day.

The usual formalities In connection 
with new members completed. Frank ! 
Gtolma, junior member for the City ' 
of Victoria, was duly escorted to the 
Speaker's chair, supported on the left 
by Premier Oliver and on his right ' 
by W. J. Bowser, K.C.. Leader of the I 
Opposition, and Introduced In turn 
Major R. J Burde, M.C.. member for, 
Alberni, was similarly treated, both 
members being conducted to the seats 
allotted to them. *

The Hon. E. D. Barrow, now ele-

1

til Monday next, a Resolution was 
passed that the Spefe<ah from the 
Throne be taken into consideration on 
that day. Two bills wre Introduced 
before adjourning, tri were given 
their first rending. ]

Late this aftefnoon tie members of | 
the Government will gointo their first j

Will Lead the 
Columbia

the Opposition ForcesLin Britis 
Legislature for the Tpiri Tin

W. J. BOWSER, K. C_ M. P. P„ LEADER OF
08ITION

vated from a private member to the
] position of a Minister of the Crown, 
was conducted by the Premier and one 

j of his colleagues to the Speaker, the 
latter being duly acquainted of Mr 
Barrow's translation to the portfolio 

• of Xgriculture.
Prior to taking an adjournment un-

cnucus under ... 
W. H. Sutherlan 
stoke.

of i>r. 
for Revel

By
Since the Le* 

have been three 
mented death of 
njter of British

met there 
U"n«: The la. 
* Liberal pre.

H»n. k. c.



Formally Introduced to the Legislature This 
Afternoon as a Minister of the Crown

'i> ‘ ' '".4

THE HON. E. O. BARROW, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE

:

Ir

Brewster, occasioned a vacancy in the 
City of Victoria, as a result of which 
the election of June last gave, to the 
returned soldiers of the province their 
first representative in the British Co­
lumbia Legislature. The contest in 

’ question was a three-cornered one, the 
■ choice of the Liberal party fell upon 
Major W. H. Langley, of the Conserva- 

• lives upon R. W. Perry, while the com- 
: Lined Service organizations selected 
Frank Giolma, who was acclaimed 
the official soldier candidate. A hand­
some majority over his two opponents 
sent Mr. Giolma to the Legislature.

Two More Soldiers.
The death of Richard P. Wallis, who 

successfully contested the seat in the 
constituency of Alberni, rendered va­
cant by the resignation of the late'Pre­
mier Brewster, who was returned at 
the General Election of 19 It for both 
Victoria and Alberni, resulted in the 
election by acclamation of Major R. J. 
Burde, M.C. The Major offered him- 

j self to the electorate as an independ­
ent candidate endorsed by the returned 

! soldier organizations, his platform dis­
claiming association of any kind What­
soever with either of the recognized 
parties of the province.

Ccwichen.
When Major W. H. Hayward, inde­

pendent candidate for the Lonstituénoy 
for Cowiehan since 1907, announced his

ALBERNI’S NEW MEMBER

MAJOR R. J. BURDE, M. C.

IM.

resignation the issue there resulted in 
Ahe nomination of two soldiers, both 

illing to appeal for support on an 
independent platform. The selection of 
Major F. B. Edwards was determined 
by the Great War Veterans’ Associa­
tion, and his candidature was after­
wards endorsed by the Cowiehan Con­
servative Association. His announced 
platform promised full sen-ice for the 
returned men untouched by party in­
fluence of any kind.

Private Kenneth Duncan owed his 
nomination to the enterprise of the 
Cowiehan Unionist League, a body of 
representative citizens comprising

FIRST SOLDIER MEMBER

EX-PRIVATE F. GIOLMA, M. P. P.

largely the farming community and 
numbering in it. membership men and 
women of all political color. When 
the armistice was signed Private Dun­
can was in Mons, and he will not be 
back in British Columbia for several 
days yet. At the election on Saturday 
last Private Duncan’s majority over 
Major Edwards was seventy.

New Minister.
Since the. Legislature adjourned in 

April of last year the portfolio of Agri­
culture .went to the Hon, E. D. Barrow, 
Premier Oliver retaining on his sue-

HAYWARD’S SUCCESSOR

PRIVATE KENNETH DUNCAN

cession to the Premiership the port­
folio of Minister of Railways. Mr. 
Barrow’s re-election for Chilliwack was 
marked by a much larger majority 
tbàn secured at the general election in 
ISIS. 
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THE. LEGISLATURE OPENS.

The Speech from the Throne promises a gen­
erous legislative bill-of-fare for the session which 
opened yesterday. Such deliverances, however, 
only outline the set courses and never are regarded 
as safe bases of estimates of the duration or even 
the general character of the proceedings. They 
can take no note of the impromptu dishes because 
Governments cannot know what these are going 
to be. Some of the longest and liveliest sessions of 
Parliaments and Legislatures have been heralded 
by the shortest and most stereotyped Speeches 
from His Majesty’s representative. The pro­
gramme forecasted in the Speech read by His 
Honor yesterday, however, is not only genbrous in 
scope but contains many numbers of exceptional 
importance. The enactment of measures concern­
ing the re-establisment of our soldiers and other 
aspects of demobilization and reconstruction in 
pursuance of the understanding reached at the 
Ottawa conference of Premiers, initiated by Mr. 
Oliver, will have a national bearing. The Domin­
ion Parliament will make similar provision at its 
forthcoming Session and it is anticipated that 
these processes by the Provincial Legislatures will 
eliminate the danger of overlapping and conflict of 
jurisdiction and responsibility between the two au­
thorities in dealing with this ' most pressing 
problem.

It will be noted that the Government proposes 
to ask the House for an emergency appropriation 
for the purpose of providing employment during 
the year on development work of a productive na­
ture. In a country like British Columbia the op­
portunity of undertaking public improvements of 
permanent value is always at hand, but, neverthe­
less, care will have to be exercised in the selection 
of the works to be carried out. The expenditure 
of money for the purpose of providing employ­
ment which at the same time does not add to the 
productive wealth of the country is poor business 
and in the end does more harm than good.

Other important measures to be submitted will 
be those authorizing the appointment of a Public 
Utilities Commission similar to the Commissions 
operating in some of the other provinces ; the 
standardization of educational text books to which 
the Minister of Education has been giving a great 
amount of attention ; the amendment of the Pro­
hibition Act to ensure its more effective enforce­
ment in the light of recent disclosures ; a bill for 
the establishment of a Public Library Commission, 
which will be an important step towards making 
the public library the factor in the enlightenment 
and mental training of the general public it ought 
to be, but which it has not been owing to the ab­
sence of a proper organization. A measure 
also will be introduced affording protection 
to returned soldiers from tax sales and pro­
viding further relief to them in the form of an ex­
tension of time for the payment of taxes.

Apart from the special character of these meas­
ures the Session will be of unusual importance from 
the fact that it is the first gathering of the Legis­
lature since the termination of hostilities. Every 
member, we are sure, appreciates the difficult 
character of the times through which the world 
is passing and the necessity for clear thinking and 
foresight in the preparation, consideration and 
adoption of the country’s laws. The political for­
tunes of individuals never counted so little as they 
do now and the public necessity never required so 
much. And never before has it been so necessary 
for Parliament or Legislature to give strong, cour­
ageous and wise leadership to the people.
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LEGISLATURE HAS 
OPENED WITHOUT 

USUAL CEREMONIES
(Centlnuéd from Page 1.)

leader of house

lumbia, I give thank» to Almlght>
Ood that he hath granted victory tc 
the arms of Great Britain and her al­
lies; that her enemies have been com­
pelled to sue for peace, and that a 
conference of representatives of the 
Allied nations is now in session to de­
termine the conditions of peace.

My government recognizes- and re­
joices, in the strength displayed by 
the British forces, and appreciates 
the valiant part taken in this war by 
His Majesty's subjects in the Domin­
ion of Can ida, taking modest but just 
pride in the achievements of the brave 
men from this province, many of 
whom have earned and received tok­
ens of their distinguished conduct.

My government is not forgetful of 
those who have paid the supreme sac­
rifice in order that freedom and jus­
tice might be secured and the right 

. of self-determination established for 
| all tile nations of the earth. Their 
memories will be cherished by our 

' people and the principles for which 
they died, because of their sacrifice,

•i shall he upheld by those who femaln.
! To those who have been spared and 
! will return soon from overseas, I 
voice not only my own sentiment but 
that of my government and the people 
of British Columbia when I assure 
them of a hearty welcome, feeling 
confident that they will resume their 
vocations with the same fortitude and 
courage displayed on the field of 
battle, uniting earnestly with those to 
whom they will be restored in efforts 

, for the benefit of all.
To Assist Soldiers. who besina , .------ ** v'"**

Last summer ray government urged as premier8 ° a> hls second session 
upon the prime minister of Canada 

’ the Importance of summoning a cçn- 
' forence at which representatives of 
the veseral province», as well as of 
the Dominion, would be present, for 
the discussion and co-ordination of 
plans for the re-eatabllahment of re­
turned and returning soldier» in civil 
life. As a result representatives of 
the Dominion and all the provincial 
governments met In Ottawa, follow­
ing which certain plans were tfor- 
mulated In November last and assur­
ances given to the federal government 
that the hearty co-operation of the 
several provinces would be accorded 
in carrying out the proposals agreed 
upon. Required legislation to Im­
plement this on the part of my gov­
ernment will be placed before you.

* The Okanagau Purchase.
Attractive land In the South Okan­

agan district has been purchased un­
der the provisions of the Soldiers' Set­
tlement Act, for the benefit of re­
turned soldiers, and you will be asked 
for an appropriation to carry out de- 

; velopment work thereon. 
i| a large area of crown lands has

Legislature Was 
Opened Without 

Usual Ceremonies
Large Amount of New Legisla­

tion Will be Brought 
Down for Consid­

eration.

PREMIER JOHN OLIVER

SPEECH FROM THRONE
IS LONGER THAN USUAL

Members Are Already Discussing 
Personnel of Public Utilities 

Commission.
(From Oar Own Correspondent.)

VICTORIA. Jan. 30.—The third ses­
sion of the fourteenth parliament of 
British Columbia was opened this 
afternoon. Owing to the court mourn­
ing for the.late Prince John, the open­
ing ceremonies were of the simplest 
character. All formal invitations to 
the opening were cancelled.

: There was a big influx of members
yesterday and this morning's boat 
brought a largre number of additional 
representatives from the mainland. 
Two new faces w_!l greet the Speaker 
when the House opens, Pte. Frank 
Giolma, fourth member for Victoria, 
and Major R. J. Burde, D.S.O., the 
member-elect for Alberni. Pte. Dun­
can, tlic newly uleeted representative 
for Cowichati, will not make his ap­
pearance for about two weeks.

n”e„ake,[ “nd mtinbom of the
legislature—In greeting

i fourtoçnth legislature of British Co-
(Continued on Page 2.)

nrsrrps pax-a w*

A Fighting Session.
It is believed that the session will

Ibe a fighting one. The opposition is 
said to have considerable ammunition 
stored away for use when the occa­
sion arises, and the growing soldiers' 
contingent in the House is likely to 
be heard from early and often in 
pressing the demands of the war 
veterans.

In entering the legislative chamber 
3 o'clock, accompanied by liis priv­

ate secretary, there being no guard of 
honor posted, his honor proceeded to 
the dais and read the speech from the

Immediately following the with­
drawal of the lieutenant-governor Mr. 
Speaker took his seat, the legislature 
thus being ready for the business of 
the day. The usual formalities in con­
nection with new members complet- 

,1 ed, they were escorted to their places.
Late this afternoon the members of 

l the government will go into their first 
. caucus under the chairmanship of Dr. 
W. H. Sutherland, member for Revcl-
stoke. i

Prior to taking an adjournment un­
til Monday next, a resolution was 
passed that .be speech from the 
throne be taken into consideration on 
that day. Two bills were introduced 
in accordance with custom before ad­
journing and were given their first 
reading.

Speech From the Throne.
The Speech from the Throne, as 

presented by his honor, was as fol-
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SOLDIERS’PARTYVANCOUVER, R C., FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 1919.

To Provide Employment.
You will be asked to consider the 

advisability of voting an emergency 
appropriation for the purpose of pro­
viding employment during the coming 

I year in carrying on development 
i work of a productive character.
! I am pleased to advise you that the 
! value of mineral production for the 
j year 1918 shows a substantial Increase 
I over that of the previous year. The 
! prospects for the coming year are en­
couraging. yjiere has been a decline 
in the production of placer gold, but 
the output of lode gold has Increased. 
It is expected that the year 1919 will 
show a marked increase In mis class 
of mining. The production of coal has 
been very materially Increased and 
there is a prospect that new cool areas 
will be developed.

Amendments to the Coal Mines 
Regulations Act will be placed before 
you for consideration.

Engineers appointed to Investigate 
and encourage mining report a feel­
ing of optimism and confidence among 
operators and prospectors throughout 
the province.

A report dealing with the proctic-

Major J. W. McIntosh Will Head 
Third Party on the 

Floor of the 
House.

Major McIntosh Discusses Aims 
and Objects of Third 

Party in the 
House.

Major McIntosh. Who on Thursday 
became head of the soldier group In 
the legislature, has been in the city 
for the last two or three days, and 
will go down tomorrow to resume his 
duties at Victoria. Speaking to The 
World with respect to the aims and 
objects of the new organisation. Ma­
jor McIntosh said:

"This is not a soldiers* but an In- 
That is to say,

SOLDERS TO BE GIVEN
QUARTERS OF THEIR OWN

Better Housing Act is Introduced 
and is Given First 

Reading.
VICTORIA. Jin. II—The formal 

opening of ihe British Columbia legis­
lature on Thursday, while an event of 
an unusually quiet nature, marked 
what will probably develop into the 
most important and epoch-marking 
session of the law-makers of the Pa­
cific province, and perhaps one of the 
stormiest—if one may Judge by the 
good-natured gossip heard in the

1 ability of electro-smelting of British 
Columbia iron ores will be laid be- 

} fore you.
j It Is proposed to submit for re- 
! enactment the "Vancouver Island 
I Settlers' Rights Act (1904) Amend­
ment Act ( 1917)."

To Standardize Text Books.
! My government, through the minis­
ter of education, has entered into an 
agreement with other western prov- 

| inces for the standardization of edu­
cational text books.

Necessary amendments to the Pro­
hibition Act will be laid before you.

To Punish Draft Evadors.
Legislation disenfranchising desert­

ers and draft evaders will be sub­
mitted.

A bill to authorize the apnolntment 
of a Public Utilities Commission will 
be submitted for your consideration.

A bill for the establishment of a

dependent movement.
It la not a class movement, but is 
open to any member of the house, ci­
vilian or soldier. Naturally the sol­
diers came together first, having ex­
perienced new and wider horizons 
overseas.

"Neither Is this a manufa -tured ar­
ticle. It Is a seed thrown into the 
soil: and. by the way. the soil and 
conditions are apparently favorable.

"There was nothing premeditated 
in Its formation. New members, elect­
ed irrespective of party, wished to 
show, even in the Introduction to the 
speaker, that theÿ dissociated them­
selves from old party affiliations.

"Having some common Interests, it 
would seem essential to join to­
gether to secure better recognition on 
♦he floor of the House. They there­
fore held a meeting of organization and 
lected me as leader—a position which 
I «ccefVed oro tem. Our first caucus

marked by the customary naval and 
military display. Several members 
were not present at the formal open­
ing of parliament. Of these l‘te. Ken­
neth Duncan, newly-elected member 
for Cowlchnn, is en route home from 
England and will be present before 
the session is far advanced. Others 
Absent were: Messrs. M. A. Macdon­
ald. W. R. Ross. K. C. McDonald. 
George Bell, J. E. W. Thompson, Lieut. 
Frank MacKenzle, Dr. W. O. Rose, A. 
Manson and J. W. Weart

After the delivery of the speech 
from the throne, parliament was de­
clared in session and the introduction 
of new members took place. Premier 
Oliver Introduced Hon. E. D. Barrow, 
minister of agriculture, to the speaker, 
while the premier and Major McIn­
tosh introduced Major Richard Burde, 
of Albernl, and Pte. Giolma, of Victo­
ria.

breeding within the province and 
providing for a comprehensive graz­
ing policy will be laid before you for SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1919.

VANCOUVER,

Soldiers Third Party.
Major McIntosh's participation In 

the formal introductions was, perhaps, 
unexpected and points to the conclu­
sion that there will be a third, and 
distinctive, party on the floor of the 
house—the Returned Soldiers' Party. 
Major McIntosh's announcement that 
he would attend the present session oi 
the legislature as a soldier member 
bears this out and his sharing with 
the premier the duty of Introducing 
the two soldier members designated 
him as the acknowledged leader of the 
new party.

Little time was lost by the legisla­
tors in commencing their duties. The 
first bill for the session was an Act 
to amend the "Equal Guardianship of 
Infants Act." It was given Its first 
reading and will have its second i 
reading on Monday. This bill was in- |

d the necessary 
trails and bridges.
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THE PROVINCIAL SESSION.
On general principles we should 

expect this session of the Provincial 
Legislature to be more fruitful in 
public measures, and more Interesting 
in discussion than that of last year. 
The Premier has had opportunity to 
mature his programme. This is the 
third session of the legislative term. 
Ministers dtid members are thinking 
of the voters and of the next election. 
The government must submit its vin- ; 
d testions, explanations or apologies, 
and be prepared for both candid and 
aggressive criticism. The returned 
soldiers will be fairly represented by 
members elected since the last ses­
sion and those who have returned 
from the front during the last year. 
We may expect the claims of their 
class to be strongly presented, and 
the provincial dealings with the'sol­
diers to be sharply reviewed from the 
point of view of those chiefly con­
cerned. In view of recent events In 
this city4 the attorney-general will 
naturally be called to account on his 
administration of the prohibition 
law, and there are some features of 
the P. G. E. Railway settlement which 
the Premier will be required to ex­
plain. The financial statement to be 
laid before the House has already 
been presented to the public in out­
line. It shows that the severe regi­
men of direct taxes which the govern­
ment has felt obliged to Impose has 
produced even more revenue than was 
estimated, and that the balance be­
tween Income and expenditure Is much 
more favorable than last year. These 
statements will be exposed to scru­
tiny, but as they stand they reassure 
those despondent persons who have 
predicted financial disaster to the 
province.

i

EMERGENT FUND 
FOR WORK IN 

PROVINCE
Legislation Foreshadowed in 

Speech from Throne by 
Sir F. Barnard.

Necessary Amendments 
Prohibition Act to Be 

Brought Up.

toi

Fitting Reference to Men 
Who Have Paid Supreme 

Sacrifice.

Agriculture and Mineral Pro­
duction Give Much ' 

Satisfaction.

VICTORIA. Jan. SO —The third ses­
sion of the fourteenth provincial Parlia­
ment was opened' this afternoon with­
out special Incident and with an en­
tire absence of the usual pomp and for­
mality.

His Honor the Lieu tenant-Governor 
read the formal speech from the throne 

1 o’clock. Hon. HL D. Barrow was 
duly Introduced as a new minister, 
Major Borde of Albernl and Pte. 
I* rank Giolma of Victoria were also 
Introduced, two email bills made their 
appearance and arrangements were 

eluded for an adjournment un-
y to the address 

and seconded by Mi 
ion of Kamloops —

T~

His Honor's speech was as follows: 
Mr. Speaker and Members of the 

Legislature:
In greeting you at this, the opening 

of the third session of the Fourteenth 
Legislature of British Columbia. I 
give thanks to Almighty God that He 
hath granted victory to the arms of 
Great Britain and her allies; that her 
enemies have been compelled to sue for 
peaoe, arfd that a conference of repre­
sentatives of the Allied nations is now 
In session to determine the conditions 
of peace.

My government recognizes and re­
joices in the strength displayed by the 
British forces, and appreciates the val­
iant part taken In this war by His 
Majesty’s subjects in the Dominion of 
Canada, taking modest but just pride 
In the achievement of the brave men 
from this province, many of whom 
have earned and received tokens of 
their distinguished conduct.

My government is not forgetful of 
those who have paid the supreme 
sacrifice in order that freedom and 
justice might be secured, and the right 
of self-determination established for 
all the nations of tne earth. Their 
memories will be cherished by our 
people, and the principles for which 
they died, because of their sacrifice, 
shall be upheld by those who remain.

To those who have been spared and 
will return soon from overseas. I vol"* 
not only my own sentiment but t « 
of my government and the people 
British Columbia, when I assure them 
of a hearty welcome, feeling confident \ 
that they will resume their vocations 
with the saine fortitude and courage 
displayed on the field of battle, uniting 
earnestly with those to whom they 
will be restored In efforts to re-estab- 

' lish the prosperity of the province,
1 and develop its resources for the bene­
fit of all.

Last summer my government urged 
upon the Prime Minister of Canada the 
importance of summoning a confer­
ence at' which the several provinces, 
as well as the Dominion would be rep­
resented, for the discussion pnd co­
ordination of plans for the re-estab? 
llshment of returned and returning sol­
diers In civil life. As a result repre­
sentatives of the Dominion and all the 
provincial governments met in Ottawa, 
following which certain plans were 
formulated In November last and as­
surances were given to the Federal 
Government that the hearty co-opera­
tion of the several provinces would be 
accorded in carrying out the proposals 
agreed upon. Required legislation to 
Implement this pledge on the part of 
my government will be placed before

I A tract of land In the South Okan­
agan district has been purchased un­
der the provisions of the "Soldiers’ 
Settlement Act” for the benefit of re- 

i turned soldier* and you will be asked 
1 for appropriations to carry out devel- 
. opment work thereon.
I A large area of crown lands has been 
surveyed and reserved for the purpose 
of soldier settlement.

Provision also is being made to ac- 
! Quire homesttes within, or adjacent to, 
cities, and monies advanced by the Fed­
eral Government for housing purposes 
will be utilized to erect dwellings 
thereon. Legislation necessary for 
these purposes will be placed before

A WU designed to encourage stock- 
breeding within the provint» and pro­
viding for g comprehensive griming 
policy will be laid before you for your 
consideration.

A measure will be Introduced grant­
ing relief in respect of timber license 
fees to those engaged in active naval 
or military servies

It affords me pleasure to advise you 
that during the past year agricul­
tural production has increased and 
new industries have been established 
within the province. Early in the 
year my government took effective 
steps to place the timber resources of 
the province at the convenient dispos­
al the imperial authorities fbr war pur­
poses. Extensive contracta for tne 
building of ships for both British and 
foreign governments have been en­
tered into by shipbuilding firms.

My government has been active In 
urging upon the Dominion Government 
the necessity of completing the con­
tractual obligation of the Canadian 
Northern Pacific Railway Company In 
respect of unfinished work In British 
Columbia. As a result of the repre 
sentatlone made the construction o 
the Canadian Northern Pacific Rail 
way on Vancouver Inland is progress­
ing, and it is confidently expected that 
further construction in other parts of 
the province will be proceeded with 
during the year.

Construction on the Pacific Great 
Eastern is proceeding satisfactorily and It is the intention of my goven^ 
ment to prosecute vigorously further 
extension during the coming season

Notwithstanding the comparatively 
! smaU appropriations for the purpose 
1 the Department of Publie Works has
SJ.'SP’fiLffl? —S,ec?,Sry "w™ toroads, trails and bridges.

You will be asked to consider the 
advisability of voting on emergency 
appropriation for the purpose of pro­
viding employment during the coming 
year in carrying on development work 
of a productive nature.

I am pleased to advise you that the 
value of mineral production for the 

I year 1918 shows a substantial increase 
I over that of the previous year The 
, prospects for the coming year are en­
couraging. There has been a decline 
in the production of placer gold, but 
the output of lode gold has increased 
It Is expected that the year 191» will' 
show a marked increase in this class' 
of mining. The production of <nal h** 
been wry materially tnorepasd daring

the year and there is a prospect that 
new coal areas will be developed.

Amendments to the Coal Mines Re­
gulation Act will be placed before you 
for consideration.

Engineers appointed to investigate 
and encourage mining report a feeling 
of optimism and confidence among op­
erators and prospectors throughout the
province.

A report dealing with the practica­
bility of the electro-smelting of Brit­
ish Columbia iron ores will be laid be­
fore you.
*It is proposed to submit for re­

enactment the Vancouver • Island Set­
tlers’ Rights Act (1904)—Amendment 
Act (1917).

My rrovernment. through the bon, the 
minister of education, has entered 
nn an arrangement with other western 
•'rovfnces for the standardization of 

’ucational text books.
.MEND FBOHXBTXOM ACT.

j Necessary amendments to the Prohl- 
bitlon Act will be laid before you.

Legislation disfranchising military 
I deserters and other persons exempted 
■ from military service will be submit­
ted.

A bill to authorise the appointment 
of A Public Utilities Commission will 
be submitted for your consideration.

A bill for the establishment of a 
Public Library Commission will be 
submitted.

Protection from tax sales and for the 
further relief of returned soldiers will 
be proposed in a bill for the extension 
of time for payment of taxes by re­
turned soldiers.

A bill to provide for the appoint­
ment of official school trustees for the 
better regulation of public schools in 
alien communities will be laid before 
you.

You will be asked to consider a bill 
providing for- the superannuation of 
civil servants, and amendments to the 

jtSivlI Service Act will be submitted.
The public accounts for the past i 

fiscal year will be laid before you at 
an early date.

The estimates of expenditure for the! 
coming year will be submitted for your ; 
consideration.

Gentlemen, In leaving you to your 
deliberations I have confidence that the 
work you will undertake will be faith­
fully performed, awd I pray the bless­
ing of Providence upon your labors. t



FOR SOLDIERS
Hon. T. D. Pattullo Intro­

duces Bill for $5,000,000 
Loan from Ottawa.

, JANUARY 31,1919....

Province May Advance the 
Money to Cities for Bet­

ter Housing.
VICTORIA, Jan. 31.—Hob. T. D. 

Pattullo, minister of lands, yesterday 
introduced better housing legislation 
hi the House. The bill is designed to 
assist In securing living accommo­
dation for returned soldiers.

It provides that the Provincial Gov­
ernment may enter Into an agreement 
with the Dominion Government under 
the dominion order-in-council In re­
gard to a general housing scheme. The 
Provincial Government may also make 
an agreement with municipalities for 
the purpose of building homes and | 
providing better housing. The Pro- ; 
vtnclal Government may advance 1 
mnnl a! nail ties monies for these pur­

ls the event of the provincial 
‘ ration not entering Into aa

______—it with municipalities, the
province may Itself undertake the con­
struction of soldiers' houses. Provision 
is made for conveying sites to soldiers, 
either free or partially free.

Authority is given to the munici­
palities to borrow money from the gov­
ernment for the purposes of the act 
General rfhthority is given to the 
Lieu tenant-go vemor-ln-councll to make 
rules and regulations for the better 
carrying out of the provisions of the 
proposed measure.

The sum named In the bill which 
the province may borrow from Ottawa 
at I per cent is five million dollars.

SEVERAL MEMBERS

New Soldier Representatives 
Are Officially Introduced 

to Legislature.

VICTORIA. Jan. SI.—A new minister 
and two members made their official 
appearance in the Legislature at the 
opening session Thursday afternoon, 
and were formally Introduced to Mr. 
Speaker Keen.

Hon. Mr. Barrow, whose appointment 
to the head of the agricultural depart­
ment was made since the last session 
21 H*? House, was led to the dais by 
Premier Oliver and Hon. Dr. McLean. 
Members of the House heartily ap-
sentative?16 popular Ch,lllwack repre-

Major JL J. Bnrde of Albernl was 
conducted to the front by the Premier 
and Major J. W. McIntosh, who Is now 
generally regarded as leader of the 
“soldiers' party." Premier Oliver and 
Major McIntosh also took Pte. Frank 
Glolma of Victoria.

The ceremony yesterday was brief 
and simple. The customary trappings 
of the occasion were entirely missing, 
and the only note of color In the scene 
was lent by the two oil pointings 
which have been placed on the cham­
ber wall opposite Mr. Speaker. They 
are pictures of the King and Queen, by

Following the formal reading of the 
speech from the throfie by His Honor 
Lieutenant-Governor Barnard, prayers 
were offerd by Bishop Schofield, and 
the House proceeded to transact a lit- 

1 tie1' business before adjourning until 
Monday. Provision was made for the 
usual standing committees, and the 
1I1S preliminary mining report and 
the public accounts for the year ending 
March 81, 1118, were Introduced.

Hon. Mr. Pattullo presented returns 
with regard to spruce log scaling. In­
cidentally he remarked that the returns 
were incomplete, for the reason that 
there was now 60,000,060 feet of logs 
In the water and 40,000,000 feet cut In 
the woods. The Provincial Govern-. 
ment is at present negotiating with the , 
Imperial authorities with regard to 
the disposition and use of this spruce. 
The minister told the House that 380 
spruce-cutting permits had been issued, 
and of these only twenty had been 

I compulsory permits, where private 
| owners had refused to reach an agree­
ment with the government.

The better housing bill appeared In 
1 the House yesterday, as also an amend­
ment to the Equal Guardianship <*

; Children Act.
1 Members who were not m evldenrt 
! at the opening session were M. A. Mac 
donald, Vancouver; J. W. Weart. South I Vancouver; W. R. Ross. Fort George; 
A. Maneon. Omlneca; K. Duncan. 
Cowtebsn; J. K W. Thompson, Grand 
Forks; K. C. MacDonald. North Otom-f 

i- Lieut. Frank Mackenzie, Delta; 
*T. O. Rose, Nelson; George Bell.

far*]

::

MAJOR M1NT0SH 
BREAKS WITH 

LIBERALS
Is Now Looked Upon as Pos­

sible Leader of a “Soldier 
Party.”

r

Lieut. Hanes Likely to Be 
Heard From in Debate on 

Throne Speech.

M. A. Macdona'd Is Expect-1 
ed to Pursue Quite an In­

dependent Course.

------------ . \
Lieut. MacKenzie Will Not !

Return from Overseas for 
Three Weeks.

VICTORIA, Jsn. 31.—The Provincial 
Legislature gives promise of produc­
ing almost as many parties as the new 
German constituent assembly. There 
is the official government majority 
party and the official opposition. Then 
there are several other elements which 
show signs of obtaining a special en­
tity without "lining up” with either 
government or opposition.

Major J. W. McIntosh of Vancouver 
appears to have definitely broken off 
relations with the government section 
and is looked upon as the possible lead­
er of the "soldier party.” How far 
the soldier faction will go Is by no 
means clear, but a significant feature 
erf thé grouping of the desks for the 
sessional work is that with Major Mc­
Intosh at the left-hand lower end of 
the House, are J. 8. Cowper of Van­
couver, Lieut. Hanes of North Vancou­
ver, Major R. J. Burde of Albernl and 
Pte. Glolma of Victoria. The pro­
posed soldier party is by no means in 
actual existence as yet, but gives 
every sign of formation.
VUU THEY STAND.

Major Burde was formerly president 
at Albernl Conservative Association, 
but is not expected to Join the opposi­
tion caucus. Most of the members think 
he will take a more or less Independent 
stand with a slight Conservative 
flavor^' Pte. Duncan, the newly elect­
ed soldier member for Cowichan, is 
not yet here to take his seat. He 
might be described as providing the 
'Liberal-Independent element In any 
soldier faction of the House. Pte. 
Ollma Is looked upon as more or less 
Socialistic. He does not belong to 
the Hawthornthwaite Socialist wing, 
however, being apparently allied with 
the other military members of the

Lieut. Hanes, of North Vancouver, i 
has not by any way means broken with , 
the government, but he shows signs | 
The lieutenant Is intent upon siring 
the Pacific Great Eastern issues and ! 
is reported to have been very specific 
and decided in saying that he intends 
to “go through" with the question, no 
matter who may be hurt He will 
doubtless be one of the speakers on , 
the debate on the King's speech. LL 
Hanes has registered vigorous denials 1 
to the rumor which gained circulalon 
in some quarters to the effect that Ms j 
zeal In connection with the P. G. E. i 
enquiry of last session became deetd- i 
efly less noticeable when he obtained 
a, commission in the railway corps 
commanded by Gen. J. W. Stewart 
Lieut. Hanes explained today that he 
served overseas with the engineers, 
not with the railway corps, having be­
come transferred from the latter 
Whether he will be found with the 
McIntosh party or operating a near- 
opposition of his own remains to be

■ Lieut. Frank Macenete, another sol­
di» member of the House Is still in 
England, but has cabled that he will I 
be here In about three weeks* time. 
He will be In the straight Conserva­tive camp.
•Mrs. Mary Ellen Smith represents 

the Woman’s party in the Legislature, 
biin g its only woman member. Ho 
far she has not disclosed her policy 
for this session although in the last 
session she was about as fegular um 
any of the government members.

J. 6. Cowper of Vancouver, at his 
Irst session showed signs of “insurg- 
ing,’’ but with the ending of the Mac­
donald Incidents has gradully drawn 
closer to the government and hi* 
friends expect to see him lh the Liberal 
caucus before long. M. A. Macdonald, 
—-ordtng to rumor will pursue quite an 

—indent course lp the House this n.

FEBRUARY 3. 1919-

B. C
• The JHESitiR^Ktrk,
at a recent meeting of , the City Coun­
cil. that opposition to the proposed 
B. C. Libraries Act might be looked 
for on the part of that body, Is not 
altogether surprising. As the per­
sistent apostle of economy, Alderman 
Kirk occupies a useful position. But 
the small amount of additional tax­
ation proposed by the act, when 
compared with the general benefits 
it bestows, does not seem to be worth 
fighting about. It is considered by 
everybody that public libraries are 
of great use to the community. They 
form a feature of all progressive 
cities. The City Council allots a con­
siderable sum every year for the up­
keep of the Carnegie Library. Neither 
the equipment of that library nor 
the sums devoted to it compare favor­
ably with those of other places. But 
the Vancouver public library has 
demonstrated its worth, and is used 
by a very large number of readers 
and students.

It Is proposed to extend the advan­
tages thus exemplified, all over 
British Colombia to towns, villages 
and rural districts. There can be not 
reasonable opposition to that. But j 
in order to do this satisfactorily. It j 
is planned that, a fractional percen­
tage of taxation shall he earmarked 
fhr the purpose. It is the gravamen 
of Alderman Kirk’s dissent that this 
will interfere with the power of the 
City Connell to say, each year, how 
much the library appropriation shall 
be, or whether It shall have anything 
at all.

In other provinces and states it 
has been determined that the prin­
ciple of “cutting according to the 
ejoth” shall not apply to these em­
poriums of literature. It has been 
fbund better to have a permanent 
fraction of a mill on the dollar of 
assessment, devoted to library pur­
poses. than to determine the amount 
each year. The 134 libraries in On­
tario have been conducted on this 
principle for many years, jind the plan 
Is found to work well. It is plain 
that on no other basis conld an ex­
tensive scheme of having standard­
ised libraries all over the country 
be conducted. The proposed new act 
has been" under consideration by 
representatives of social and intel­
lectual progress for a lengthened 
period, ami it seems to he framed 
with a view to the public Interest.

COMPANIES GAIN 
LITTLEBY APPEAL

Public Utilities Bill Will Be 
Introduced Almost in 

Original Form.

VICTORIA. Feb. 3.—The new public 
utilities bill is to go before the caucus 
this week.

In government circles It is under­
stood that the application of the com- 

. panics for a change in the method of 
j appeal from the commission in order 
1 to appeal on facts td>* court Instead 
of the lleulenant-govexnor-ln-cnuncll. 

j will not be altered. Thehc is no spe- 
t clftc provision for an appeal on evi- 
; dence of fact, but as the bill now 
rtands ttye governor-tn-couniil may in- 
larfere on its own account. J This will 

| remain unchanged.
The commission will llkqly stay at 

i three and not be altered ko one. a* 1 
i desired by the companies. / It is not 
i the intention to insert anyAclause pro-. 
vtdlng for action toy the /commission I 
to safeguard the companies against 
insufficient rates. This point will 
probably be covered by a definition of, 

. the reference to "unjust and unreason­
able” rates as being either Insufficient lor excessive.

The commission will have full power 
therefore to go Into all questions of 

; rates and any claim on the part of the 
public utilities corporations of Insuf- 

, ficiency of rates will likely have to be 
! based upon service, not Investment.

!i 1

I the point ; of voting 
MimFWJt^but the border 1 

pir actually crossed. 
'£nV,îfllfNiU?n# “how that t 

VJL }* aL,5*st four or five dis-

» or three individual sections of i - ->eewltloe. The sovernThM?
U. numerically

fir »ulte *u(e however, md »n mo
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SOLDIER CANDIDATES 
FORM PARTY IN HOUSE

VICTORIA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 19 19. ,

Major McIntosh, Former Lib­
eral But Now Independent, 
Is Nominal Head of Party— 
Plan Active Programme,

A sold litre' party la now an Import­
ant. even though a* yet not numerical­
ly a large element in the Provincial 
Legislature. Evidence of the addi­
tion to the membership of the House 
of a body which will maintain a 
strictly independent attitude and hold 
aloof from anything In the nature of 
party affiliation wae given to the pub­
lic at yesterday's opening of the 
Provincial House when the two sol­
dier members. Major Richard J. 
Burde, M.C., member for Albernl, and 
Mr. Frank Ololma, member for Vic­
toria. both pledged to an independent 
stand and to further the welfare of 
the soldier, were Introduced to the 
lionne.

The introduction of members had 
hitherto been the pleasing duty of the 
Premier and the Leader of the Op­
position, and had the new members 
yesterday been straight party men 
they would have been introduced by 
Premier Oliver and Mr. W. J. Bowser, 
K.C. In the case of Hon. Mr. Bar- 
row, who was Introduced as the new 
Minister of Agriculture, appointed 
since the last session, the Premier and 
another of the Minister's colleagues 
performed the ceremony according to 
practice.

Independence
Bat with respect to Major Burde 

and Mr. Ololma. both requested. In 
order that their strict independence 
of party should be Indicated, that the 
practice hitherto in vogue be altered 
to the estent that while the Premier, 
as leader of the Government In pow­
er, should participate In the ceremony 
of Introduction, one of their own sol­
dier colleague** in the person of Major 
McIntosh should take the place of the 
leader of the Conservative Opposition.

Major McIntosh now occupies the 
position of leader of the soldier ele­
ment of the House membership, not 
In the accepted sense of Government 
or Opposition leadership, but as the 
soldier sectlion now comprises four 
members. Major Burde, CapL McIn­
tosh. Mr. Ololma, and Mr. Hanes, and>( 
av shortly Pte. Kenneth Duncan, 
member-elect for Cowtchan. will 
back to Join their ranks, and as their 
programme for the benefit of the re­
turned men will see them acting In 
harmony. It has been felt that a nom­
inal leader for their element is desir­
able. To Major McIntosh has fallen 

1 that honor, for the time being at least. 
Major McIntosh, who was elected at 
the me general elections as a Lib­
eral. has since then withdrawn- hie 
party support Now he to occupying 
a place in the Independent ranks as a 
member of the soldier representation, 
and will preside at any caucus sessions 
they may deem necessary In the 
carrying out of their platform In be- 
.half of the service men.

Debate on Address
The debate on the address in reply 

to the Speech from the Throne will 
commence on Monday aftenfbon, when 
the House again assembles. To Mr. 
Frederick W. Anderson. Liberal mem­
ber for Kamloops, has fallen the hon­
or of moving it. and to Mr. F. A. Paul­
ine. Liberal member for Saanich, of 
seconding it. Usually after the two 
Government speakers have spoken an 
Opposition member continues the de­
bate. Mr. Bowser has suggested that 
a member of the aoldlers' party take 
the place of the Opposition, if such 
course be desired by the aoldler mem­
bers. his Idea being to give the re­
turned members the place of hSnor in 
the debate.

The debate promises to be an Inter­
esting one. From the wide latitude 
it gives to the Opposition to criticise 
the administration and its conduct 
of affairs, there is ample opportunity 
for the critics to air their views, and 
the Leader of the Opposition may be 
counted upon to “rap" the Government 
in hia customary energetic fashion.

The soldier members, too. while 
holding aloof from party politics, are 
determined to see that the Govern­
ment shall take more energetic mea­
sures for the benefit of the returning 
men. They will not be backward in 
expressing their opinion of what they 
consider are the shortcomings of the 
administration In this respect, the 
while they hope to present something

The measure. Intitled “An act to 
provide for better housing," is de­
signed to carry into effect the provi­
sions of the plan as outlined in a. 
Dominion Order-in-Councll passed on 
December 3 last under the authority 
of the War Measures Act. by which 
an appropriation of $25.000,000 was 
set aside for providing better hous­
ing facilities throughout Canada. 
This amount is to be apportioned 
among the various Provinces on a 
basis of population, and British Co­
lumbia's share will amount to ap­
proximately $1,200.000. Under the 
Federal plan the money is to be 
loaned to the Provinces and by them 
in turn either loaned to the muni­
cipalities where the latter desire It 
or expended by the Province where 
such a course is desirable. The plan 
was fully discussed at the recent 
conference of Provincial Premiers at 
Ottawa, and it was then understood 
that the Provinces would at the earli­
est possible time bring down legisla- j 
tion to Implement the Federal plan', 
and make it possible to take advan­
tage -of the Dominion’s offer.

Empowered to AH 
The bill brought down yesterday 

gives the Province power to enter 
into an agreement with the Domin­
ion pursuant to the Dominion Order- 
In-Council in respect of a general 
housing scheme; also power for the 
Province to enter Into the necessary 
agreements with the municipalities

In . constructive way that will aaalat ,or_ ,he ?“rP°“ of •>ulldin« home,
_ ..... Q nil nmvidlnir hntler hnlulnw anil Inthe Government In solving the prob­

lems it will encounter.
At yesterday's opening ceremonies 

the full membership of the House was 
not present On the Government side 
there were missing Mr. M. A. Macdon­
ald, K.C. (Vancouver), Mr. K. C. Mac­
Donald (North Okanagan). Mr. J. W. 
Weart (South Vancouver). Mr. George 
Bell (Victoria), and Mr. J. W. E. 
Thompson (Grand Forks). Of the 
Conservative Opposition Dr. Rose 
(Nelson) and Mr. W. R. Rose (Prince 
George) were, absent. Lieut. Frank 
MacKensla. Conservative member for 
Delta, will leave England almost Im­
mediately on hi* return from over­
seas duty, according to a cable Mr. 
Bowser has Just received from him,

and providing better housing and to 
advance to the municipalities moneys 
therefor from the amount advanced 
by the Dominion. In the event of 
the Provincial Government not enter­
ing into an agreement with one or 
more municipalities. It will be em­
powered to itself undertake the con­
struction of homes. The bill gives 
the municipalities power to borrow 
from the Province for the purposes 
of the Act, and general authority Is 
given to the Lleutenant-Oovernor-in- 
Coundl to make rules and regula­
tions for the better carrying out of 
the Act.

Power is taken to borrow from the 
Dominion any amount not exceeding 
$5,000,000 In the aggregate at a rate

For Municipalities
Recently a statement was publish^ 

ed showing what approximate amount! 
would be available to each municlJ 
pallty In the Province on the basis oi 
population when the $1,200,000 pro! j 
portion coming to British Colun 
was available. It may be, hows 
that some municipalities, especially ] 
the distinctly rural ones, may not 
take advantage of the plan, in whlcB j 
event more money will be available j 
for those which do. The Act estah-Jj 
llshes a maximum amount that maj 
be borrowed at $6,000,000. 
only the $1.200.000 is to be forth* 
coming, but it is probable that the 1 
Dominion will largely increase the i 
$25,000.000 fund now set aside under, U 
its Order-in-Councll, and in that K 
event the amount available for Brity 
ish Columbia will be larger. It is f 
provide for any such contingent 
that the five million limit is fixed, 
there is more than $1.200,000 avaIN1 
able and it is required, there 
ample scope under the Act to takj 
such further amounts as may 
deemed advisable.

The bill received its first readii^ 
yesterday.

__ , __ . . A not exceeding 6 per cant, and for
Th. other absent member I» Privet. m«,mum term of twenty yeare. All
I)unoah. the newly-elected eoldler 
member for Cowlehan, who le now on 
route back from active service In 
France.

The first caucus of the Liberale wae 
held yesterday afternoon after the 
House adjourned.

Mr. Frank Mobley, Liberal member 
' for Atlln, will succeed Mr. F. W. An- 
demon < Kamloope) as chief party 
whip of the Government forces. He 
Is popular with all members of the, 

attire.Legislature.
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ÜRE PROVIDES 
FOR BETTER HOUSIf

Bill Brought down in Legi; 
lature Dominion Makes’ 
Scheme to Provide Improved i 
Facilities Applicable to B, C.f

moneys borrowed will be paid Into 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund to 
the credit of a special account The 
money will be loaned to the munici­
palities at 5 per cent, for not more 
than twenty years, but no advance 
shall be made until a general scheme 
of housing has been agreed upon be- 

the Government and munici­
pality. It la also provided that the 
Government may reserve from sale 
or other disposition, except for the 
purposes of the Act. any area of 
Crown Lands and may from time to 
time cancel such reserve. Out of 
such lands so held on reserve either 
under the act or under the Soldiers' 
Land Act passed at the last session 
of the Legislature, the Government 
is empowered to convey free of cost, 
or on such terms as may be deemed 
advisable .to any soldier such land as 
may be deemed suitable for a home- 
site. or to any municipality such lands 
as may he required for the purpose 
of homeeitea. Power to given to the 
Government to improve lands pur­
chased under the provisions of the 
Ajct, erect buildings, etc.

i To provide for the co-operation of 
the Province with the Dominion 
the making effective the housing 
which has been adopted by the U 

1 Government Is the object of a 
; brought down in the Legislature 

terday by Hon. T. D. Pattulle.
I toter of Lands.
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HOUSE OPENING 
LACKS CEREMONY

Third Session of Fourteenth 
Parliament of B, C, Formally 
Opened Yesterday* 1—Court 
Mourning,

There was an entire absence of the 
pomp and circumstance which cus­
tomarily surrounded formal openings 
of the Legislature when the inaugural 
ceremonies for the third session of the 
Fourteenth Parliament of British Co­
lumbia were performed yesterday 
afternoon. Owing to the official Court 
mourning consequent upon the recent 
death of Prince John, the proceedings 
lacked those features which In pre­
vious years made the House opening 
a brilliant social affair and gave chief 
recognition, for. once at least during 
the annual, sittings of the Legislature, 
to .the public. True, the general 
populate were there, but confined tv 
the galleries, the usual throng on the 
floor, of the chamber, comprising the 
leading representatives of bench and 
bar. clergy, consular corps and chief 
citizens being conspicuous by Its ab­
sence.

Yesterday’s ceremonies were simple. 
His Honor Sir FYank Barnard, K. C. 
M. G., unaccompanied by the usual 
naval and military escort, appeared at 
3:10 o'clock in the chamber wherein 
the members were seated at their 
desks, coming through the entrance 
opening upon the members’ corridor. 
Preceded by the sergeant-at-arms and 
accompanied by his private secretary. 
Mr. H. J. Muskett, His Honor pro­
ceeded straight id the dais and read 
the Speech from the Throne. This 
done, he retired and the session was 
opened.

New Members Introduced
Following the Speech from the 

Throne and prayers by Bishop Scho­
field, the customary resolutions calling 
tor the appointment of the Standing 
Committees of the House, that promis­
ing “the utmost severity” against any 
member whose election, should it so 
appear, was due to bribery or corrup­
tion, and that to the effect that the 
Speech from the Throne be taken into 
consideration at the next session of the 
House, were approved.

Much interest was taken in the In­
troduction to the House of Hon. E. D. 
Barrow, appointed Minister of Agri­
culture since the last session an of­
fice In which he was confirmed at the 
by-ieleCtion in his riding of Chilliwack 
last Bummer, and of Major Richard J. 
Burde, M.C., and Mr. Francis Giolma,

[ members-elect for Albernl and. Vic- j 
I torla, respectively, who took their r 
l seats for the first time. A flattering 
I reception was tendered to the three,
| especially to the soldier members.

Hon. Mr. Barrow was escorted to 
I the Speaker's dais by Premier Oliver 

Hon. J. D. MacLean, Minister of 
| Education, and introduced to Mr.

with whom he shook hands. 
Burde and Mr. Giolma were 

by Premier Oliver and 
W. J. McIntosh, C.A.M.C. The 

_ major, who In his dlstlngulsh-
EM military career ovei#*as many a
I time went “over the top,” almost 

upllcated the performance here, but 
a political sense, when Premier 

Introduced the "Honorable” 
Burde. Almost at one bound 

soldier member for Alliernl 
| achieved Cabinet distinction, but the 

1 4er saw hie mistake, and correct- 
tt Both soldier candidates were 
ply welcomed by Mr. Speaker, 

hearty hand clasp gave token 
t» the pleasure with which their pre- 

i in the House le greeted by their

Hon. John Hart. Minister of Fin- , 
ance, presented the Public Accounts I 
for the fiscal year ended March SI. | 
1918; Hon. William Sloan. Minister of | 
Mines, submitted the preliminary re­
port of the Department of Mines, and 
Hon. T. D. Pattullo presented a return 
setting forth particulars of the 330 
permits Issued for spruce cutting 
under the Act passed last session to j 
facilitate the output of spruce for war i 
purposes. The aggregate total of the 
output cannot yet be given, Hon. Mr. 
Pattullo explained, as the figures are 
not yet in and there are some 60,000.- 
000 feet of logs In the water and 40.- 
000,000 feet more In the bush which 
must be tabulated. He explained, 
however, that of the 33 permits Issued 
but eighteen were compulsory. Indi­
cating the readiness with which hold­
ers of licences consented to permit­
ting their holdings to be entered upon 
by the representatives of the Muni­
tions Board.

The House adjourned to reassemble 
on Monday afternoon next.

The Speech from the Throne was as 
follows:

Speech From the Throne
"Mr. Speaker and Members of the 

Legislature:
"In greeting you at this, the opening 

of the third session of the Fourteenth 
Legislature of British Columbia, I give 
thanks to Almighty God that He hath 
granted victory to the arms of Great 
Britain and her Allies; that her enem­
ies have been compelled to sue for 
peace, and that a conference of repre­
sentatives of the Allied nations is now 
in session to determine the conditions 
of peace.

"My Government recognises and re­
joices In the strength displayed by the 
British forces and appreciates the 
valiant part taken In this war by His 
Majesty’s subjects In the Dominion of 
Canada, taking modest but Just pride 
in the achievements of the brave men 
from this Province, many of whom 
have earned and received tokens of 
their distinguished conduct.

Tribute to Fallen
"My Government 1# not forgetful of 

those who have paid the supreme 
sacrifice In order that freedom and 
Justice might l>e secured and the 
right of self-determination established 
tor all the nations of the earth. Their 
memories will be cherished by our 
people and the principles for which 
they died, because of their sacrifice, 
•ball be upheld by those who remain.

“To those who have been spared and 
will return soon from overseas, I voice 
not only my own sentiment, but that 
of my Government and the people of 
British Columbia when I assure them 
of a hearty welcome, feeling confident 
that they will resume their vocations 
with the same fortitude and courage 
displayed on the field of battle, unit­
ing earnestly with those to whom they 
will be restored in efforts to re-estab­
lish the prosperity of the Province and 
develop its resources for the benefit of 
all.

Ottawa Conference 
“Last Bummer my Government urg­

ed upon the Prime Minister of Canada 
the Importance of summoning a con­
ference at which the several Provinces, 
as well as the Dominion, would be re­
presented, for the discussion and co­
ordination of plans for the re-estab­
lishment of returned and returning 
soldiers in civil life. As n result, 
representatives of the Dominion and 
all the Provincial Governments met 
in Ottawa, following which certain 
plans were formulated in November 
last and assurances were given to the 
Federal Government that the hearty 
co-operation of the several Provinces 
would be accorded In carrying out the 
proposals agreed upon. Required 
legislation to implement this pledge on 
the part of my Government will be 
placed before you.

Land» for Soldier»
"A tract of land In the South Okan­

agan district has been purchased 
under the provisions of the Soldier»’ 
Settlement Act for the benefit of re­
turned soldiers, and you will be asked 
for appropriations to carry out de­
velopment work thereon.

"A large area of Crown lands has 
been surveyed and reserved for the 
purpose of soldier settlement.

“Provision also 1s being made to 
acquire homesttes within, or adjacent 
to, cities, and moneys advanced by 
the Federal Government for housing 
purposes will be utilized to erect 
dwelling» thereon. Legislation neces-

i bills were tabled, one Introduc- 
, by Hon. T. D. Patullo. Minister of 

to provide for the Province co- 
Wlth the Federal Gov ern - 

: In the proposed housing scheme;
introduced by Attorney- 

Farris, to amend the Equal
of Infant» Act Both l ^ for these purposes will be placed 

were reed a lint time end laid l ’xlore rod.
I .-“A..bla dy*»n*<l 16 •ncourage alack 

ree lnr within the Province and nro-

viding for a comprehensive grazing 
policy will be laid before you for your 
consideration.

“A measure will be introduced 
granting relief in respect of timber 
licence fees to those engaged in active 
naval or military service.

Increased Production 
"It affords me pleasure to advise 

you that during the past year agricul­
tural production has Increased and 
new Industries have been established 
within the Province. Early In the 
year my Government took effective 
steps to place the timber resources of 
the Province at the convenient dis­
posal of the Imperial authorities for 
war purposes. Extensive contracts 
for the building of ships for both Brit­
ish and foreign Governments have 
been entered into by shipbuilding

"My Government has been active in 
urging upon the Dominion Govern­
ment the necessity of completing the 
contractual obligations of the Cana­
dian Northern Pacific Railway Com­
pany In respect of unfinished work in 
British Columbia. As a result of the 
representations made the construction 
of the Canadian Northern Pacific 
Railway on Vancouver Island is pro­
gressing, and it Is confidently expected 

i that further construction in other 
parts of the Province will be proceed­
ed with during the year.

"Construction on the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway is proceeding satis­
factorily, and It Is the intention of my 
Government to prosecute vigorously 
further extension during the comong 
season.

"Notwithstanding the comparatively 
small appropriations for the purpose, 
the Department of Public Works has 
effected the necessary repairs to roads, 
trails and bridges.

Development
"You will be asked to consider the 

advisability of voting an emergency 
appropriation for the purpose of pro­
viding employment during the coming 
year In carrying on development work 
of a productive character.

"I am pleased to advise you that 
the value of mineral production for 
the year 1918 shows a substantial in­
crease over that of the previous year. 
The prospects for the coming year are 
encouraging. There has been a de­
cline In the production of placer gold, 
but the output of lode gold has In­
creased. It is expected that the year 
1919 will show a marked Increase in 
this class of mining. The production 
of coal has been very materially in­
creased during the year, end there Is 
a prospect that new coal areas will be 
developed.

"Amendments to the ‘Coal Mines 
Regulation Act* will be placed before 
you for consideration.

"Engineers appointed to Investigate 
and encourage mining report a feel­
ing of optimism and confidence among 
operators and prospectors throughout 
the Province.

"A report dealing with the practic­
ability of the electro-smelting of Brit­
ish Columbia Iron ores will be laid 
before you.

Re-enactment
“It is proposed to submit for re­

enactment the ‘Vancouver Island Set­
tlers1 Rights Act ( 1904 )—Amendment 
Act (1917).' ”nt

Government, through the Hon. 
the Minister of Education, has entered 
into an arrangement with other West­
ern Provinces for the standardization 
of educational text books.

"Necessary amendments to the 
‘Prohibition Act* will be laid before 
you.

“Legislation disfranchising military 
deserters and other persons exempted 
from military service will be sub­
mitted.

“A bill to authorize the appointment 
nf a Public Utilities Commlmlon will 
be"îUhMw " 'Zr y0ur ‘""«‘deration. 
Pl.hn b Vik°r lhe e*tah“»hment of a 
.ubmh,.I(i'brary C°“"" •« 

“Protection from tax sales end
will lito"ler rellef °f returne<l «oldlera 
will be proposed tn a bill for the ex- 
tension of time for payment of taxes 
by returned eoldlere.

"A bill to provide for the appoint-

ment of official school trustees for the 
better regulation of public schools In 
alien communities will be laid before 
you.

“You will be asked to consider a bill 
providing for the superannuation of 
civil servants, and amendments to the 
‘Civil Service Act' will be submitted.

“The Public Accounts for the past 
fiscal year will be laid before you »t 
an early date.

“The Estimates of Expenditure for 
the coming year will be submitted for 
your consideration.

"Gentlemen, in leaving you to your 
délibéré lions I have confidence thet 
the work you will undertake will he1 
faithfully performed, and I prey the 
blessing of Providence upon your


