


TOLMIE TO BE
GONE A MONTH

------------
lives for East Today tot 

Attend Provincial 
Conference.

VICTORIA. April 1.—Premier Tolmie 
^ here for Ottawa this afternoon 

one of the most important official!... 
Ions that he has undertaken since f* 

ing office.
le he will represent British Co- • 

la at the interprovincial con-
__ inoe on constitutional matters with
At V. Pineo, legislative counsel to the 
government, the chief purpose of his, 
trip is to confer with Premier Bennett 
on the future of the Pacific Great 
Eastern Railway and Peace River trans
portation. He will also meet E. W. 
Beatty, president of the Canadian 
Pacific Railway, and Sir Henry Thorn
ton, president of the Canadian National 
Railways, and seek to secure their views 
on the British Columbia railway prob
lem in the light of the Joint P. G. E. 
surveys completed last year.

The Premier will urge the Federal 
Government to undertake a new defini
tion of provincial and federal taxation 
boundaries, to end the present clash 
between them. It is not expected the 
Ihterprovlncial conference will be able

TÂXBEER. NOT 
WAGE-EARNERS

Excessive Prices Criticized 
By Conservatives of 

Ward Two.

EDUCATION •'FRILLS'
Regret that the Provincial Govern

ment did not enquire into the “exces
sive” prices paid by the Liquor Con
trol Board to the brewers for beer be
fore imposing the 1 per cent, tax on 
wage-earners is expressed in a resolu
tion adopted unanimously by Division 
Two of Vancouver Conservative Asso
ciation at a meeting held Monday I 
night.

Additional revenue might have come 
from this source without raising the 
cost of beer to licensed parlor oper
ators, claimed Ralph Berteaux in mov
ing the resolution. He declared that 
the Quebec Government gave brewers

lw-w Mjim

TOO MUCH SPEED 
IN LEGISLATING

l to reach financial matters, but the i four-gallon barrel, while in British 
I Premier is hopeful of arranging another Columbia the charge is double that 
I meeting later, which will deal with ! amount.

i fully.
Dr. Tolmie expects to be absent about 

a month, as he will spend a brief holi
day with friends in the East before 

I returning. Meanwhile Attorney-Gen- 
j oral Pooley will act as head of the 
I government.

LIBERAL LEADER! 
IN RADIO TALK

I>. Pattullo, M.P.P., Reviews 
Methods Used In Controlling 

Finances of B.C.

one-half the price paid by the B. C.
:?nmZ^^h1%m”nm,nntth,o,rt=Hon. R. H. Pooley Condemns

------------  ------- "• — Practice of Rushing Bills
Through House

beer vendors at $10.56 twenty- ^

VANCOUVER. April 14 (CP).—
: The operation of governmental fi
nance is all important and Govern
ments should set an example to in
dustry in that respect, said T D.. 

i Pattullo, provincial Liberal leader, 
in a radio talk Monday evening.

; j If Governments are loose and 
; : careless, profligate and improvident 
; ;in their methods, this breeds disre- 
jjspect for government generally and 
jj has a bad effect upon industrial en- j ; 

deavor, Mr. Pattullo said, in con- l 
ling a review of the methods \? 
I the machinery used in controll- P 

f the finances of the province. j? 
“ i deprecated the belief of many ®

that Governments can al- 1 
\ raise money and that Govern- 
‘i business is not subject to the 

i conditions and economic laws 
rordinary business.

POSITION OF INDUSTRY 
“All Government moneys in the 

1 have to be raised by taxation, 
obvious that the smaller • 

nt the Government must raise 
; citizens, consistent with effl- 
i administration, the stronger 

l be the position of Industry,” he

fc is self-evident that to increase 
expenditure when business] 

and consequently Gov- f 
nt revenues likewise falling, 

additional taxation,” the I 
l leader said.

r.that one of the reasons 
rd of British 
the sinking by the lateT^1 

provide 
nt of aU 

tr^Pattullo rt*

iti:

..press Confidence 
In Mainland Members 

Of B.C. Legislature
VANCOUVER, April 15 (CP).—A 

resolution expressing confidence in 
the Vancouver Members of the 
Legislature, whom they had previ
ously criticized most severely, was 
approved by the central executive of 
the Vancouver Conservative Asso 
dation at its meeting last night 

The six Vancouver members were 
in attendance at the invitation of 
the executive and after discussion of 
problems which face the Cdhsprva- 
tive party the executive decided to 
bury the hatchet.

The cost to beer vendors In the prov- ----------------
ince would not have to be raised to I VANrnTTV1ro Anrt1 22 — The acquire additional revenue, he added.1 VANCOUVER, April 32. Tne 
Only the price paid by the Government practice of rushing through im- 
Liquor Control Board to brew.™ uMdkcrtant legislation during the last be lowered to shift some of the profits f
to the government coffers. two or three days of the session of

The division also warmly backed the the Legislature was strongly con- 
resolution passed by Division Eight lnldemned by Acting Premier R. H.
calling for a convention of Provincial 
Conservatives at an early date to either 
endorse Premier Tolmie’s leadership or 
choose another chieftain. This gives! 
Impetus to & widely-discussed proposal 
to call a province-wide meeting of the 
Conservative party.
ASK “RECOGNITION.**

A false Impression which had gone 
abroad about the resolution of the cen

iley In an address before the 
loard of Trade here today.
Mr. Pooley declared that this 

was not fair to the Legls- 
ture the Attorney-General or the 

ile, as it gave no opportunity to 
it the bill In proper shape and 

rot all views on the subject.
“It is an extraordinary fact,” he 

tral executive asking for the résigna-;»8^’ Jh**'during the two days be- 
tlon of Vancouver’s six Conservative’*?]:6 *he **°use finishes, the cor- 
members during the last session, was I “dors are filled with people wishing 
corrected by speakers at the meeting, to offer suggestions for legislation.”

It was pointed out that the report, GIVES EXAMPLES
framed by a committee of the execu-j _ , ,
tive. found no fault with the Vancou- . ~C8'ls, ,°n passed for one or two
ver representatives, but rather com4 “Crests « not fair to everybody,
mended them for their work during) ^ Pooley continued. He cited the 
the session Just passed. The résigna- Mechanics Lien Act, which he was 
tlon procedure was merely a course of] importuned by the building trades 
action designated to have the govern^ and financial houses to introduce, 
ment -recognize1’ the central executive! He hesitated to act in the matter at 

d.?lng- Ti,m' the last moment, appreciating the
ahould retira « wiï*îtatod the f*** ?*?*. other «rouP* would »• H of the repllea which I received were 
submission of resignations as & for- J® i5c.le^Jation. and wertj against the proposals,” he said,
mality bad precedent in both Federal /° *d- „ ' ■ 1 Proposals for a uniform B1U of
and Provincial administrations. Lacld 1 ,sent a letter to aU parts of thé sales Act were laid over until the
of government patronage to Vancouver3 Province and found that 80 per cent next session for further study, the
ConMnmtlVM WP* In fhla rm% — I ~ r~: -■ — -...... .. _ - . ...Conservatives was censured in this wayT-W

Some sharp criticism was meted ‘OUtji* 
to the "frills” in British Columbia'» 
educational system which had added sol 
greatiy to the burden of taxpayers. 
Many fancy courses and Instructors 
could be eliminated It was suggested. 
COUNTRY VIEWPOINT.

The attitude was taken by 
speaker that the .government 
“barking up the wrqng tree" in thli 
lng that the 1 per cent’, tax would _ 
a heavy vot<e to Conservatives In theg 
country ridings due to the favorable 
attitude of tanners toward the levy. 
Many on the Voters* lists as "farmers' 
are really wage-earners In mines, for
ests or roadworks, It was claimed.

Mr. G. A. Walkem. Conservât.! v« mem.

ng, il ”“™ »**«siwuujhw*o, pruoBDiy in ohe J Ier two yeaif ■*__________

acting Premier continued. A bill 
dealing with the central registration 
of automobiles was 
pending further information.

After reviewing A number of 
other acts which affected the busi
ness interests of the province, Mr. 
Pooley spoke of the Special Revenue 
Tax Act.

DEMAND IS HEAVY 
He reminded his hearers that out 

of every dollar collected by the 
Government, 84 cents was commit- 

B ted by statute for interest and sink- 
“ ing fund or pledged services.

The Government Is being con
stantly besieged, he said, to provide 
special grants, and pointed out that 
the demands for new roads on 
Vancouver Island alone last year 
would have cost $8,000,000 if the 
wishes of the residents had been 
met.

This same condition applies to all 
parts of the province, ne continued 
The people wanted many things 
and now must pay tor them. He 
considered that the Minister cf 
Finance had taken the only pos
sible step in slightly extending the 
field of taxation.

“One good thing shout this tax 
Is that people may now think twice 
before they come to the Oovi 
ment with demands to 6| 

he «aid.



REDUCED

• * {&*

Mr. Hinchliffe sait _ ___i
accused of trying "to wreck” the 
university, but pointed out that in 
the years 1929 and 1930 the Institu
tion had had two of the largest, 
grants for maintenance ever made 
to it by the Province. Two years 
ago he had suggested the selective 
method of entrance -to the univer
sity, fearing the tendency on the 
part of some to strive for "the 
largest institution of its kind on the 
North American Continent.”

In his ambition, however, he had 
wished to see the university pro
ductive of results that would be 
measured in quality, and not in size. 
(Applause.) He had found deserving 

I students unable to attend by reason 
! of financial circumstances, and 
I had given support to a system of 
I bursaries to remedy this defect, 
j The minister told of his recent 
I meetings with the senate and board 
j of the university and what had 
1 there transpired. The Government 
: had been informed that the institu
tion was “overcrowded": was suffer- 

j ing by reason of lack of space from 
inefficiency in some regard, and 
that a very real danger existed 
from fire under these conditions. 
Without funds available to construct 
additional accommodation, which 
might have run to $2,500,000, the 
Government had had no other 
alternative but to request limitation 
of registration, and the weeding out 
of those who sought to attend the 
institution for other than a clear 
desire to study.

WOULD GET BLAME 
| "I was told many classes were 
itoo crowded for effective teaching; 
that there was great danger of loss

Assurance that 16e Province was 
faced with a certain loss In con
nection with the University en
dowment lands schenié' initiated by 
the former Government, was given 
to the Legislature yesterday by 
Hon. N. S. Lougheed, Minister of

Local improvement loans to expire 
in 1945 and 1948 would occasion con
siderable loss to the people, he said, 
explaining measures taken by the 
present Government to bring some 
return from the investment fnade by 
the former administration at the 
site.

LARGE SUM SPENT 
A sum totaling $2,342,961 had been

Government •
excellent bargain with I__ _____ __
& Western Trust Company, and thk 
had had the approval of the Van
couver Real Estate Exchange,” Mr; 
Lougheed countered. "I believe that 
through a progressive policy of sales 
we are going to pick up some of the 
loss that would otherwise have had! 
to be met."

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS
Mr. Manson also disputed the first 

report of the committee on agricul
ture, which recommended that the J ' 
Oriental question, dairy importations 
and other matters be referred io: " 
the Imperial Economic Conference 
at Ottawa. The conference, said 
Mr. Manson, would be far too busy1 
to engage itself with British Co- ’ 
lumbia troubles in this respect, ’fig 
Oriental penetration was a subject j 
that should be discussed in the. Pro- ! 
Vincial Legislature, 
j Dr. H. C. Wrinch (Liberal),

hrLnA^™°Ann~S.rvb cSr ?h“tion‘ Debat* 

ninety-four parcels

of life if fire should occur. I had 
to take notice of that. Who would 
take the blame if there was a 
disaster? Would it be the board of 
governors, or the senate? You know 
it would not; it would be the Gov
ernment," continued Mr. Hinchliffe.

There had also been notice paid 
to the fact that the University of 
British Columbia had not con
tributed many Rhodes scholars in 
recent years, and comment on this 
had been made in high places, Mr. 
Hinchliffe revealed. This year, he 
said, the committee had chosen a 
former graduate of the University 
of British Columbia, but he was 
now taking a course in medicine at 
Toronto.

He had also come in contact with 
parents who kept their boys and 
girls at the university because they 
wanted them to have something to 
do, and there was the usual per- 
centage of those who went there 
without any real desire to perfect 
themselves for the business of life. 
Not, cautioned the minister, that hp 
would dare to say so, but these 
were the statements of the press, 
and others.

"The biggest proportion of the 
freshman class each year was 
rubbish,” one professor who had 
taught at the institution had told 
him, continued the minister, saying 
this had not been isolated comment;

It was his desire to see 
university not noted for its size, 
but for its output of trained men 
and women, an institution where 
boys and girls with real brains 
would have university opportunities, 
whether they had money or not, 
said Mr. Hinchliffe, to applause.

Just what the real situation was 
regard to the faculty of agricul- 

, he continued, he was not pre- 
d to say, but there would be

Approximately |i 
of the units j 

placed on the market had been sold if 
in that period, and eighty-six par-V 
cels leased, of which sixty-four were ta 
in good standing. There were 209' 
dots left unsold in the first two units | 
opened, with a list price of $593,000.!

Thé Government had opened a 
new unit at the block, and with the 
approval of the Vancouver Real Es
tate Exchange, had placed the sale 
of the lands in the hands of thet 
London 8c Western Trust Company,! 
Ltd., as agents for the property.1 
Property to the value of $68,000, and 
leases to the extent of $41,000 had, 
been effected since the London & 
Western Trust Company took charge,! 
he said.

DEFENDS CONTRACT 
Mr. Lougheed defended the terms ; 

of the contract given to the agency, 
which, he said, had. the co-operation 
of the Vancouver Real Estate Ex* 
change in every way. Administration 
of the property under the former 
regime had cost approximately 
$30,000 a year, and this had been 
cut by the present Government to 
the $5,000 paid to the agents, plus a 
reasonable commission on all prop
erty sold, and on moneys handled in 
rents, and collections. On a monthly 
basis the cost of operation was now 
$481, as against $1,192 under the for

mer Government, Mr. Lougheed 
àted.
The Minister of Lands concluded 

his explanation, and filed a return 
of 'all documents asked for by the 
Opposition in connection with the
matter.

CRITICIZES TERMS
A. M. Manson (Liberal), Omineca, 

at the opening of the debate, rose 
to criticize the terms of the con
tract awarded to the London 8c 
Western Trust Company, Limited. 
He said this was A five-year agree
ment, which placed the agents iff] 
position to handle all the insurance, 
and collect all the monies due from 
the properties on a commission 
basis. A commission on sales, he 
asserted, was allowed at the rate of 
10 per cent on property up to $1,300 
or $1,500 in valuè, and at 7.5 per 
cent on values in excess of that.

The Government, Mr. Manson 
continued, had permitted a break
ing up of the lots into smaller areas 
than first put on-the "market; and 
this tended to destroy the value of 
the area for those who had already

the subject was adjourned bÿ 
Mr. Lougheed. • ■ • . &
doJemS^r,/, 2 ,yy

(Dairy Bill Passes 
Third Reading and | 

House Is Prorogued
Hon. J. A. Macdonald, Administrator, Gives Assent to T 

Many Measures—Speaker Closes Third Session $ 
of Seventeenth Parliament of Province

definite inquiry into that situatior erected tine home» there. Price» 
M - ■ ■■ had been lowered, and there waa

danger, in his opinion, of the area 
becoming "an eyesore” to the people 
of Vancouver for years to come. 
Recently, he asserted, the unem
ployed had been given work in the 
area, and had clashed every tree inj

THIRD session of the seventeenth Legislature of British 
Columbia was prorogued by Chief Justice the Hon. J. À. 
Macdonald, Administrator, yesterday at 10:45 a.m., after 
assent had been given to some seventy bills passed at the ses

sion, and supply voted to His Majesty. The last formal act of 
the House was to sing the National Anthem, as His Honor, 
preceded by his aides, left the^Chamber.

■

Then ensued the battle of pagers, 
sessional documents, motion papers, 
prints of bills and everything that 
could be lifted, being volleyed into 
the air as members broke oft the 
restraint of labors begun on Feb
ruary 11.

The supply of papers running out, 
the members joined in singing 
“Loch Lomond" and "Hail, Hail 
the Gang’s All Here," the latter 
with discreet modifictaions in de
ference to the public galleries. The 
break-up followed immediately, Up- 
Country members leaving for their 
homes.

DAIRY ACT RENEWED
The last executive act of the 

members by motion was the pas
sage of the Berry Milk Bill, being 
the completed amendments to the 
Dairy Products Sales Adjustment. 
Act. The bill received third read-1 
ing without a division, and unani
mously, as far as any audible ob
jection was concerned.

Mr. Speaker Davie and Premier 
Tolmie filed out of the House to 
receive His Honor shortly after 
10:30, returning in rear of the 
King’s representative, who was pre-i 
ceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms 
carrying the mace. Chief Justice the 
Hon. J. A. Macdonald took his seat 
''n the dais and gave assent to S 
list of acts approved tay the House. 
Mr. Speaker expressed the loyal 
devotion of the Assembly to His 
Majesty, and the annual Supply 
Act was formally placed in the 
hands of Hts Honor. In the cl

liThe Boiler Inspection Act has 
been consolidated with a view to 
the protection of the public and 
those in charge of such equipment, 
the efficient operation of which is 
so important to the public safety.

"The Jury Act has been amended 
in order to empower the presiding 
judge, in necessitous cases, to ex
cuse a juror from attendance.

“Hie Mothers’ Pensions Act has 
been amended and consolidated to 
meet the conditions of the presj

VC*, OI1U | linuuo VI Xllo XWUDLi XII Lllv VlUOlllK
sight until the whole placé looked] Adoreu, from the Throne, Hla
like a "bald head.”

OBJECTS TO FIGURES 
T. D. Pattullo, Leader of «he Op

position; rose to object to 
Lougheed’s figures. He could 
no basis for the assertion that 
cost of administration upder 
former regime had been $1,192 
.month. The Government, 
charged, was attempting to magnify 
the loss, to make as poor a

Honor stated:
HIS HONOR’S SPEECH 

"Mr. Speaker and members 
the Legislative Assembly:

of

•In closing the Third Session of 
the Seventeenth Parliament of the. 
Province of British Columbia, l| 
wish to express my appreciation 
the attention which you have gii 
to the many Important qi 
submitted for your consideration.

"Jba bill intitled ’An Act Re
specting the Removal of Disquali#- 
cation on Account of Sex’ Is in
tended to remove certain doubts 
which have existed as to sex or 
marriage being a factor of dis
qualification for the holding of any 
civil or judicial post, or from enter
ing any profession.

"Under the amendments to the 
Public Schools Act, further provi
sion has been made in respect of 
public education.

"The subject of unemployment 
has been dealt with in a bill ratify
ing agreements with the Federal 
Government in that behalf.

'It is regrettde that the world
wide depression has not ignored 
British Columbia in its progress, 
and it has been necessary, in order 
to meet unemployment and other 
unavoidable demands, to seek fur
ther sources of revenue. However,! 
it is hoped that this necessity is of 
a transitory nature only.

"I trust that these and the vari
ous other laws and amendments]

_ you have enacted will inure to th< 
jr| welfare of the province, 
j "I thank you for the supplies 
J generously granted for the 
laervice.

"In relieving you from yourl 
labors, I trust that the blessing of| 

j Providence will accompany 
rèspectlve homey*

the
of the 

former



Fancy Services Cause J
■

f High Taxes, Jones Says,

a

Provincial Finance Minis
ter Speaks Plainly at 

Luncheon.

Declares One Per Cent. 
Super-Tax Is Fair 

To AU.
“TF we would simplify our wants 

and cease making demands oiy 
governing bodies, there would be 

fewer tax burdens today,” declared-l 
Hon. J. W. Jones, provincial finance 
minister, in an address to the Ki- 
wanis Club at noon.

The minister’s subject was “Finan
cial Conditions and the Special 
Revenue Tax.” He was greeted by 
a large gathering, nearly every 
member of the club having several 
guests In attendance. It was Mr.
Jones’ first appearance In Vancouver 
since the new Income tax became effec
tive.

Instancing some of the requests the 
government received this year, he men
tioned that from the Union of B. C. 
Municipalities In January to take over 
the hospitals and double grants to
wards teachers’ salaries. Among other 
requests, he said, vu one from Van- jr, ' , O 
couver Island Involving $8,000,000 for rd S r , ^ 
new roads alone. ^ b. 1^
SELF-SUPPORTING LIABILITIES. r "d S 5'

Going back to 1912, the minister d r-l 
showed increasing debt and increased <L' id
taxation In the province since that * Ê-, 4! *ri 
time, declaring that when he was 4-"* C p, 
called Into the cabinet In November ti ti c 
last there was a net debt of $102,000,- 
000, with $8,675,000 necessary during 
1981-32 for Interest and sinking funds.
He explained that the province Is bear
ing a non-producing debt burden of 
more than $77,000,000 made up of so- 
called self-supporting liabilities. H< 
detailed these as follows: University of 
British Columbia, $5,723,081; Land 
Settlement Board, $6,727,727; Oliver 
project, $3,401,413; Irrigation loans,
$2,263,561; Industries, $1,000,000; P. G.
*. liability, $34,641,800; 1914 deficits 
(borrowed), $7,275,000; 1916 deficits,
$16,792,703. Annual charges on this 
huge non-producing debt amount to 
$5,021,120, he said, adding, and they 
will continue for the next ten or 
twenty-five years.
TAXATION OR DEFICITS.

Among some other annual expendi
tures, he said, are hospitals and chari
ties. $2,063,190; mothers’ pensions,
$860,000; old age pensions. $650,000; 
unemployment costs, $1,360,000, and 
Indigent fund, $160,000. Grants to 
education reach $4,600,000, he added.
The uncontrollable expenses of the 
province amount to $25,000,000, he de-

"Faced with a situation where ex
penditures and revenue would not 
balance,” said Mr. Jones, "when I took 
office I insisted bn "a reduction "In the 
estimates and .made up. my mind that 
there should be no further deficits.
This, of course, meant Increased taxa- 

( Continued on Page 2, Col/ 4.)
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I mil

___ Lib-
. „ - - „ were In power over 100 Items
lUtlves had asked that „f taxation had been either added

_ ___ on a Dana tnatiipauiles be relieved °r]11cost5,1l^ Ito or placed freshly on the books
■worna permit of the lowest possible would have run Into mUHons of aoi- Ï „f the pl.ovince, Mr. Hayward con- 
prices to those who had to pay for lars in extended services by tn-|fUnued He closed with a concise 
the books. i province, he said.- Thçcugh I W» « r_vkw o( ^ specie revenue tax,

vBinnrit trerp given 1 Union of British Columbia Munies PRACTICAL HELP 0118» :,palltle, request5 had been put.foj-
Educational allowances lor sol- ward on forty.five separate mat- 

diers’ dependent children were ex- ' ters.
plained, following the successful EXTENSIVE DEMANDS
«Deration of the plan last year.j .. . .^■»>*>'■ tatroduced by thJ^"d^Us^^.c,-

the. cost of maintain-

hool Grant Will Save Vic- 
. City Onê Mill Addi
tional This Year

1 SOLDIERS’ CHILDREN

AIDED IN CAREERS

Victoria City members in the 
Provincial Legislature received a 
right hearty reception at their 
appearance before a public meet
ing, held under the auspices of 
the Victoria Conservative Asso
ciation last evening in the Camp
bell Building, with R. A. Wcot
ton in the chair.
Hon. Joshua Hinchliffe, Minister 

of Education; Reginald Hayward, 
M.P.P.; James H. Beatty, MP.P., 
and H. D. Twigg, M.P.P., Deputy 
Speaker, addressed the gathering.

Dealing with the actual work ot 
the last session, the Victoria mem
bers gave a clear-cut picture ot 
legislation introduced and passed!

Tolmie Government, a total of 
eighty-six grants had been made of 
allowances sufficient to permit sol
diers’ children continuing studies in 
■which they had shown merit, and 

[ which otherwise they would have 
had to abandon.

The allowances, he stated, were 
administered by a board comprising 
representatives of the department 
and of leading returned soldier or
ganizations. Last year $12,000 had 
been distributed under the scheme, 
after careful investigation of the 
fitness of each case. This had been! 
divided into grants of $150 each in 
sixty-eight instances; grants of $100 
each in ten cases, and grants of $75 
each in eight other cases. The 
money was paid monthly, after 
progress reports by the teachers ac
tually in contact with the pupils 
aided.

Administration costs had been 
confined to $52.25, practically the 
entire fund going directly in aid of 
the children of men who served 
Canada in the Great War. The 
sum of $15,000 is provided for con
tinuation of the plan this year.

TO ARRANGE BURSARIES 
Mr. Hinchliffe outlined similar 

provision intended for the assis-

8 taken in each case. Mr. Hinchliffe, 
| in an éloquent address, gave a long
-range view of the progress ot edu- 

tien in the province and told of 
Jfr^desire to see an extension of 
iqual opportunities to all boys and 

girls in British Columbia who 
showed promise in their studies.

Mr. Beatty dealt with finances, 
Sj giving a sharp contrasting outline 

‘ r-with the actual expenditures under 
' 'h this and the former administra

tion.
j Mr. Hayward touched on the ac
tual work of members of the House,

£ came into power, he^ stated 
been found an accumula* 

gns left unlaced bj 
p ,—Igfane. One problerr
^ ®een the burden of debt, foi 

Which no provision had been made

-__^_and Normal School, for1
which puJpeaes $25,000 has been in
cluded in the estimates of the year, 
for scholarships and bursaries. It 
was the intention of the depart
ment to see that these scholarships 
and bursaries would be awarded in 
cases where capacity and willingness 
to learn were present in students 
who, without this aid, would not be 
able to continue their studies. The 
scheme is not confined to soldiers’ 
children, but will be administered 
for the general good of all children 
in the schools.

The minister touched on other 
matters coming under his depart
ment in the course of a concise 
and instructive review.

REGINALD HAYWARD, M.P.P.
Fighting defence of the policies 

of the Tolmie Government and a
apd which had grown from *$2iLiiP*ea *or fair-minded study of pub- 
531,000 to $116,633,000 from March ïc P**1®”15 facln& all admlnlstra- 
31, 1817, to the end of the fiscal was ent*red by Reginald Hay-
year, 1928-29. Included In this, he 
stated, was $8,041,000 of deficits, not 
hunting $4,251,000 of commitments 
m capital expenditures.

Another problem had been the 
Stowing proportion of educational 
costs borne by the province In school 
districts. No less than 600 schools 

beto* totally carried by the 
province when the Tolmie Govern- 
“t took office, without a cent of 

Mon from these areas. Mr. 
TTtncmiffe explained the policy fol
lowed by the present Government
>ÏLJ^LÎ£1fJltuatlon He showed 
how the $500,000 added to the grants 
this year will be fairly applied to all 

as in respect to their actual

had faced facts
As Minister of Education, he had 

faced squarely the problems con- 
frontlng one In that position, and 
had endeavored to find equitable so- 

— for teues that had been left 
imulate and become snarled 
former regime.

lation of the administra* 
°* welfare work, criticized 

had by the Opposi- 
nevertheless applied busl- 
dples to the complicated 

of social service to which the 
“ was committed, he con- 

A material saving in ad- 
‘on expenses for lnvestigai 
othar purposes would 1 
-tuoh duplication would

ward, M.P.P., in the course of » 
spirited address. Of the seven ses
sions of the Legislature he had at-

palities of ______ ___
ing- hospitals. Another demand 
was that the Government give more 
money to the municipalities out of 
the liquor profits, disregarding also 

, thé fact that these profits had suf- 
| fered the common fate of times of 
j depression. The Government, the 
I committee was told, should pay the 
1 maintenance of municipal prisoners 
in provincial jails'; that it should 
rebate gasoline taxes paid on 
municipal vehicles used for road 
making.

The Government, Mr. Hayward 
continued, was also asked to re
lieve municipalities of the entire 
cost of caring for the poor and 
needy, if resident less than a year in ' 
such centres. There had been a de
mand for a reduction in the age at 
which old age pensions would apply, 
from seventy to sixty-five years.

The Government was requested 
to reimburse municipalities for 
money spent on unemployment re-, 
lief that had not been provided for, 
in municipal budgets, regardless of1 
what the province was doing both 
with the municipalities and with 
the Federal Government already on, 
that score. Finally, he said, the 
Government has been besought to 
increase the grants in aid of teach
ers’ salaries to double their present 
figure.

NOT GROWN ON TREES
Demands had been made on the 

administration by provincial repre
sentatives for millions of dollars of 
expenditures for suggested new 
roads and public works. With fall
ing revenues due to a depression 
experienced the world around, how 
could any Government meet in
creased demands at lesser cost? 
Added services could not be de
manded without some willingness to 
pay the bill. Services were not to 
be plucked ready grown from a tree 
like ripe fruit, he declared. It was 
a large province, with a small pop
ulation, and growing pains were in
evitable under such conditions.

Of the 600,000 people in the prov
ince only 44,000 heretofore had been 
paying income taxes, yet all the 
population shared in the benefits of 
provincial public services. It was 
not likely that anyone would vol
unteer to pay towards these serv'

tended, the last had been produc- ices; and a more even distribution 
tive of the closest attention to pub
lic business, without unnecessary 
delays, he averred.

During the session seventy-eight 
bills had been passed, including new 
legislation required to meet chang
ing conditions and to bring relief 
where existing laws had become 
unjust. Mr. Hayward touched on 
,the bills presented and described 
ttie purpose and effect of each 
Standing committees of the House, 
in addition, had put in a vast 
amount of hard work on their 
duties and had gone painstakingly 
into many public matters presented 
to them.

of taxation had not only been fair, 
but had become necessary to re
lieve those who had been left to 
pay the bill unaided through many 
years.

EACH PAY SHARE 
“I do not think that the average 

man or woman wants services lor 
nothing. I think they are willing to 
contribute their little share towards 
the upkeep of their country, which 
is protecting them and aflMRing 
them a living,'’ Mr. HaywaW de
clared.

Taxes In British Columbia com
pared favorably with those in most
British countries, he continued. 

CRITICISM INSINCERE Many had objected to .the flve- 
The work of the Government had ccnt °n gasoline, but in Britain 

been impeded needlessly by the Op- I yece.ntly thls tax had been increased 
Portion, which had been noticeably n ” , *ve cents » gallon, with a 
inconsistent in Its criticism alike or 1 ??al® ,°r motor licences much above 

... retrenchment In the face of hard Ithat in effect in British Columbia, 
times and lack of expenditure on Economic conditions hoH nHo 
account of unemployment. No Gov
ernment, he said, could both spend 
more and lees money at the same1 
time, and reasons cited by the Op-

I position on both arguments had 
upset the logic behind either pro
cessed complaint.
yOuite a cry went up from some 

■giSwh^^h^Govemment found 
■BtiKcM 1

....—income tax; but let me
line explained the op-1 assure you that if the public de- 
*■,*„*;**** bureau, rnands of the people’s represents- 

g? effect in respect 1 lives generally had been complied 
Jr" ™>vC?£?mence lzr 1 with, the Government would have 

I assured f ®e*ns$| required to have put on more like

Mr.
: cent tax,”

Economic conditions had changed 
so rapidly about the world in recent 
times that no Government had 
been entirely able to keep pace 
with this alteration and a period 
of readjustment had set in.

PUT TAXES UP
* Liberal speakers, Mr. Hayward 
continued, had been loud in protest 
against increased taxation, but this 
criticism did not fit in well with 
the record of the former regime. 
There had been a drastic revision in 
taxes upward when the former Lib
eral Government took office, in 
1917 real property taxes had been 
increased by half of one per cent. 
A like Increase had been made in
the personal property tax. The tax challe™ SHHSJF S

_as an emergent measure aU
the "last session of the Legislature.

JAMES H. BEATTY, M.P.P.
Defending the 1 per cent income 

tax as a fair and just attempt on 
the part of the Government to re-j
lieve the burdens borne by land, and 
to lighten the load on all by a mi 
even distribution of those cost 
necessitated in demands for publi 
service, James H. Beatty, M.P-P.j 
spoke briefly, giving a sharp con-j 
trast between the actual results of 
the former liberal regime, and that 
of the Tolmie Government since it 
took office.

In-the year 1916-17, the Liberal: 
Government entered on its admin
istration with the net debt of the 
province at $20,373,699. The first! * 
budget , for the fiscal year 1916-17; 
had estimated revenue at $5,944,015^ 
The actual collection of revenue in; 
that year had been $6.906,783. and 
the actual expenditures $9,079,312, 
of which $1,939,000 had been ex
pended on roads, wharves, bridges, 
etc.

At the end of the period of twelve 
years, the actual expenditure In 
1928 had been in excess of $25,000,000, 
and the debt had increased by five 
times in the whole of the period.

In the first three years of the 
Liberal rule ySârly expenditures had 
Increased from $9,000,000 to $19,000,- 
000. Taxation increases had then 
set in, and in addition to those ln-t 
creases already enumerated, therei 
had been a heavy increase in thef 
income tax; the corporation tax had 
doubled; the tax on railway assessed 
lands had doubled; a fresh tax ha4 
been Introduced on amusements;’ 
and many other new taxes had been 
applied in the years 1918, 1919 and! 
1920.

In 1920-21, when there was a 
period of depression corresponding 
to that pertaining today, the Llb-| 
erals had “loaned” $146,000 to the 
municipalities on account of unem-‘ 
ployment; contrasted to the ex-i 
penditure of over $2.000,000 for this 
purpose in the province this year 
and last.

The present Government had, by 
voting $500.000 additional in educa-, 
tional grants, relieved land taxation 
all over the province, and this by 
means of a tax that bore fairly and 
justly on all who earned an Income 
capable of supporting theta.

PAYING FOR SERVICES
The cost of public services had 

risen sharply in the province, he 
continued, education, old age pen
sions and many other forms of ex
penditure, adding a third or more to 
their totals in the last four years.
It had been unreasonable to expect 
the landowners and 44,000 who paid 
the original income tax to continue 
paying for the increased cost of 
public services to be given free to 
others, Mr. Beatty declared.

Where it could, the present Gov
ernment had reduced the cost of 
administration, and in this con
nection the cost of the civil service 
had been cut from $7,500,000 to 
$6,000,000, a reduction of $1,500,000.

In times of present depression it 
was difficult to gauge the result of 
an administration, but he was con
vinced that at the end of two years’ 
time the people of British Columbia 
would understand and value at its 
true worth the courage, integrity 
and purpose displayed by the Tol
mie administration, Mr. Beatty con
cluded.

H. D. TWIGG, M.P.P.
In a short speech, H. D. Twigg 

met the charges which were being 
broadcast about the country by the 
Leader of the Opposition to the 
effect that this Government was 
wasteful and incompetent The 
statements of Mr. Pattullo, said Mr 
Twigg, did little credit to his idea 
of common sense.

“Mr. Pattullo must know that a 
lot of the things he is saying are 
not true,” said Mr. Twigg. He went —

Leader of the Oppo
site House to show wherein 

" Government Was in- 
or dishonest Mr.

so.

MÏM



Mr. Twlgg j
the 1 per cent tax fc_ 
Imposed by the present C 
was due to the late C 
Mr. Pattullo, he said, 
make It appear that 
necessary because of „ 
appointments made by" 
administration.

in

flne as could
be.found f/WffaS&gty. The Salt’ 
Spring ferry 'BKJ been provided, 
giving the city connection with 
rich territory. There was the Mill 
Bay ferry also prbVlded, and now

.....n.0 w.. ___ __ _ 1100,000 was set aside as a start on
**« ?ew the

Posent

FAIR APPOINTMENTS
"This Government has been

/>r*l <4. 'f3!

1IES 
ICHWILL

said Mr. Twigg.
When Mr. Pattullo complained of 

the waste shown in the estimates, 
he seemed to forget that these had 
been cut down by two millions, and 
the man who complained the most 
about these reductions was the 
Opposition Leader.

Recently, Mr. Pattullo was shift
ing somewhat from his former 
çharges. He was saying, however, 
that the 1 per cent tax was not due 
to anything left as a legacy by the 
old Government.

Mr. Pattullo seemed to forget
that debts created by the old Gov- what British Columbia needed 
emment had to be met. The Leader J honest government, and this it was 
of the Opposition was asking the getting today. There was honest 
electorate to forget the money bor- expenditure of the public money, 
rowed by the old Government, of land the province was getting a 

1 which he was. a member. It was ,I dollar’s value for every dollar spent, 
to pay this that the 1 per cent tax 1 
had been created. It was debts , 
contracted such as the Sumas 1 
scheme, the Oliver proposition and L 
the waste in connection with the y 
P.G.E. which made the 1 per cent 
tax necessary.

But the Leader of the Opposition I 
tried to iftit the blame for these ' 
upon the returned men. What did m 
the returned men get out of these I 
mismanagements ? asked the I 
speaker. J

POLICY OF VITUPERATION 
The Leader of the Opposition was | 

following up a policy of vitupéra-1 
tion, which had been repeated sols 
insistently against the McBride 
Government that it was finally 
believed, and the Liberal party wasj 
elected to power. That attack was! 
against the policy of the former '
Conservative Government with re
gard to the taking up of land ini ----------------

When the Liberals came intolCIOSiriQ Of Dêpârtmênt Will 
power, 2,000,000 acres of the land|! oavp prnwjnrp 000
came back into the hands of the ^ave rrOVince *I£,UUU
Government and became nontax1 Annilflllv
paying. This was one of the nmiucmy
reasons why the 1 per cent tax had

a whale of JlOSS THROUGH PROJECT

time while it lasted,” added Mr.:I NOT YET DETERMINED
Twigg. “Now the debts had to be’ __________
paid and the 1 per cent tax had 
to be placed upon the people. jj 

In the State of Washington there [j 
was a 2-cent tax on a 5-cent candy j: 
bar, a tax on radio and a tax on] 
silk stockings. These were classified! 
as luxuries and so taxed. The Gov
ernment there was not quite as 
honest asjln British Columbia. Here ; 
the Government put the 1 per cent! 
tax on. In Washington the Gov-; 
eminent went to the store and 
collected and the people paid the! 
tax on the silk stockings without! 
knowing it. •

SOCIAL LEGISLATION 
The Liberals, he said, were doing 

a lot of talking to create the im
pression that they were the only

people who had anything to do, 
with social legislation. The Con
servatives, however, had more to 
their credit in this line on the 
broad basis of social legislation. He 
instanced the fact that discrimi
nation of sex had been removed by 
the Conservatives. Now there was 
absolute equality between the sexes.

In the matter of the superannua
tion of civil servants, the Liberal 
Government had never had the 
courage to make this effective. The 
four Victoria members had prom
ised, when seeking election, to see 
that this was carried into effect. He 
could promise that the civil ser
vants were going to get a square
^Having lived in Victoria for 

;y-two years, he had a knowl- 
pf what this city had obtained 

ttTthe past. He only knew of one 
thing being given Victoria by past 
Governments, and that was a grant
of $30.000 by the OUv« Govern
ment to the Johnson Street Bridge 

[si on construe 
which were 
engineer.

business.
the aggregate ......
former administratldtl^ liiflder the
ilan. V-- 
Since thd

took office, few loans were author
ized by the department, and these 
for small amounts. One of the last 
industrial loans announced was that 
in 1930 to secure a stabilization of 
the seed-growing industry on Van
couver Islafid, through assistance to 
Salt Spring Island seedsmen who 
were helped to extend their busi
ness in a new location near Dun- f]

____ ____________ ______ _ wvi can, after demonstrating practical
with its possibilities for the ‘city! \ knowledge of the business, and the 
The present Government had a 1 achievement of a solid measure of, 
good record as far as Victoria was )succesfi on their own efforts, 
concerned, he added. AIDED BERRY GROWERS |

The improved condition of the | Processing of British Columbia ! 
of1 Vancouver Island was1 strawberries in 1929 was also f 1-. 

alluded to also as an asset to this j nanced under, the plan, the entire ! 
city in serving to attract tourists I sum so advanced being repaid after 
w the Island. This was also a the successful completion of the 
direct benefit from the policy of voluntary pool set up with the as- 
the present Government. i sis tance of the Government. Aid

în conclusion, Mr. Twigg said that !j given at the time helped strawberry 
growers over the hump of a difficult 
period, and brought a new product 
to the Canadian market which bids

which had been recommended by 
grand juries for years as a means 
of safeguarding valuable documents, j 
There was the West Coast road, j

fair to remain in steady demand.
In a report made by the depart

ment in September, 1930, thirty- 
seven concerns were listed on the 
books of the department, for prin
cipal amounts aggregating $678,044, 
and overdue interest at approxi
mately $80,000, or a commitment of
$757.483.

While in certain instances capital 
loans made under the plan are re
garded as entirely recoverable, when, 
due, there will be a considerable 
sum advanced under the scheme in 
respect of which the hope of ulti-* 
mate recovery is believed to be^ 
slight.

B. C. Government Makes Al- j 
lowance of $2500 for 

Lady McBride.

MARY ELLEN SMITH 
GETS $1500 YEAR

Services of Col. D. B. Mar- 
tyn to Terminate at 

End of Month

f

Implementing Its announced 
intention of abolishing the De
partment of Industries as a sep
arate branch of the administra
tion, the Government yesterday 
set in motion machinery required 
for the winding up of the indus
trial loan scheme, originated by 
the former Government as a post
war expedient.
The announcement was made by 

Hon. J. W. Jpnes, Minister of 
Finance, under whose department 
the industries branch has func- 

! ttoned. A saving of $12,000 annually 
will follow the move, Mr. Jones 
stated.

Orders in council providing for 
the cessation of the Department of 
Industries under separate control, 
and abolition, effective April 30, of 
the position of deputy minister of 
industries, save for the purpose of 
winding up the plan, were ratified 
by Acting-Premier Pooley and the 
Cabinet this week. r—

The services of Colonel D. B.K* 
Martyn, D.S.O., will terminate at_ 
the end of this month, with the\< 
closing of the branch as a separate 
entity. Victor Rollins, provincial; 
purchasing agent, will wind up the j 
affairs of the department as a tem
porary deputy minister.

LARGE SUM ADVANCED 
Mr. Jones stated it was too early 

yet to be able to give an accurate 
analysis of what the loss due to 
the operation of the postwar scheme 
will be to the Province. A number 
of industries were partly financed 
in the last twelve years, and while 
a few of these have progressed to a 
basis ot

In Recognition of Services of. 
Former Premier and

Minister. \

VICTORIA, April 28.—In recog- [J 
nition of public service for B. C.-'B™ 
the Provincial Government has Ej 

reached a decision to make an an-1 
nual allowance of $2500 to|
Lady McBride, widow of Sir Richard1 
McBride, former premier of B. G., 
and an allowance of $1500 a year 
to Mrs. Mary Ellen Smith, widow of 
Ralph Smith, former member of the 
Federal House and minister of fin- fjfjl 
ance in the B. C. cabinet at the time ’ 
of his death.
TO DATE FROM 
APRIL FIRST.

Both allowances will date from 
April 1, the beginning of the present 
fiscal year. The allowance made to. ; 
Lady McBride Is In recognition of the iJ 
services of Sir Richard McBride to the! 
Province of British Columbia as agent- [ 
general for B. O. in London. Sir Rich- | 
ard, who was head of the Conserva- 0 
tlve government in this province from 
1903 to 1915 was agent-general for 
B. C. In London up to 1017, in which 
year he died.
LONG SERVICE 
IN B. C.

The allowance to Mbs. Mary Ellen % 
Smith follows long service In public fc 
llfe both of Mrs. Smith ar»4i
the late Ralph Smith. Both servSoT 
long terms In the Provincial Legist**’ 
ture and Ralph Smith, who was an 
outstanding figure in B. C. politics, 
was minister of finance at the time of , 
his death.

i
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TOLMIE RiPS DOLE; 
NOT ASKING FAÏ0I

Construction Worth 
$15,000,000 Asked of j 

Province to March

Constructive P:

COURTENAY, April 27.—Received* 1 
by an enthusiastic audience here 
tonight, Hon. J. W. Jones, Ministers 
of Finance, gave a clear-cut account 
of the finances of the province, and 
the policy being pursued by the Tol- 
mie Administration. He reminded 
his hearers that taxation was a bill 
for services rendered, and that de 
mands for $15,000,000 worth of new 

in this year from various pub
lic bodies showed that public de-, 

ind was not always entirely rea- 
ble.

Mr. Jones was introduced by Dr. 
G. K. MacNaughton, member for 
Comox, at a well-attended meeting, 
held in St. Georges Church hall.

' lam Rickson, president of the 
À.O.T.S., a church organization, was 
In the chair.

Defining taxation as the payment 
for services rendered, Mr. Jones told 
of variety of services given m return > 
for provincial levies. These included, | 
he said, social services, forestry pro
tection, assistance in aid of schools 
and hospitals, policing and many 
other forms of service in the com-e 
plex order of present day civiliza
tion.

If people would simplify the de
mands on governments there would 
be fewer taxes, he stated. Public 

however sincere in their 
made excessive demands on 

ilnistrations, asking in the case i 
of British Columbia millions for/ 

rhW.3

rogramme ol 
Work More Healthy, 

Says Premier.
—(CP)—''Given 
her*! umber, her)

MONTREAL, May 1. 
markets for her goods, hi 
salmon and minerals, British Columbia1 
would not have to ask favors from any
body," Premier 8. P. Tolmle of the. 
Pacific Coast province stated during an 
interview here. He added that hard) 
times faced the province this year am 
same sort of government assistance 
would be needed to look after tb< 
people.

Hon. Mr. Tolmle made a short visit 
to Montreal, leaving this evening foi 
Ottawa.

Asked if he thought the Doml: 
Government should make smother g rat 
for unemployment relief.wdrk, the 
mler replied: “We mdst take care 
the people, and a constructive pro
gramme is certainly a more healthy one 
than a dole.”

The Premier was looking forward to 
great results from another interprovln- 
clal Conference. A conference was the 
logical way to get things done, he said.

t//
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OF COURTHOUSE

Delegation Interviews Gov
ernment in Support of 

Blanshard Location

Representations asking selec
tion or the old cathedral site,
Burdctt and Blanshard Streets, 
and early construction of a new 
courthouse there, were made to 
the Provincial Government yes
terday by a delegation of Vic
torians, headed bjr. three of the | 
four city members in the Legis- i Report Reveals Staff of Home

Missions Board Takes

PROPOSAL IS
OPPOSED I
——

Presbytery Goes on Recort 
As Condemning Scheme to 

Fill Orders.

SENDS RESOLUTION
TO LIQUOR BOARD

lature.
The delegation was received by 

Hon. R. W. Bçyhn, who said the 
matter of a Victoria courthouse was 
receiving the . consideration of the 
Government, and that an announce
ment might be expected shortly in 

j lfcat regard.

EES MOB 
INTERIOR HIGHWAYS

roads, and further millions for edu- ; 
cational and other purposes.

MUCH IS ASKED 
A total of $15,000,000 would havv 

required to grant all the roaé- 
tetion asked of the Province! 
first quarter of this year, MrX 
continued, and similar de

mands had been made in respect to 
other services.

To meet the needs of the day the 
Government had attempted to cut 
down expenses wherever possible, he 
continued. In the Department of 
Finance, one of those branches of 
the Government with highly re
sponsible duties, it had'been found 
possible to effect a small reduction 
in staff, and this had been done 
under his direction.

Tremendous strain was thrown on 
the heads of departments under 
present day conditions, but the men 
In these positions had risen to meet 
the situation ably and well. 

Referring to British. Columbia’s

| finances since 1912 and to date, Mr.; 
I Jones showed that deficits had been 
1 recorded in almost every year of 
the former regime. Such a condition I 
côüld not be allowed to continue 
epd as long as he was in the poruk

1 folio of finance the province would=

A. M- Manson Tells Royal 
Gty Kiwanians Good Roads 

Attract Tourists.
m wçsnpiremk w»j «—"it u 

tUm -----way»
province can not be 
UTManson, K.C., former attorney- 
eral, In addressing Klwsnls Club mem
bers Tuesday on "Central British Co
lumbia."

British Columbia ha# much to at- 
tract tourists but if it is to make the 
most of this traffic good highways must 
be provided, according to the speaker- 
A highway 1» only as good #s the worst 
mile of it, and a few poor sections do 
juqph tp wud tourist# gway with a pad 
hbpresaion of thé provinoe, he added.

Mr. Manson declared thé time was 
not ripe for the projected Alaskan 
highway, adding that this scheme 1# 
“nonsense wheq there are miles of th# 
Cariboo Highway even without a 
gravel surface."

fcbe speaker decried any suggestion 
of a parochial spirit in dities of thé 
provinoe- Such is regrettable, ha ob-
“rpfl, tor mm =i»«« notwithout development of 
the province.

Salary Cut.

i itshave to pay its way. and meet 
liabilities, he affirmed.

A cordial reception was tendered' 
to Mr. Jones at the close of an in
structive address.

One feature of the i 
Is the development of 
Mr. fclaneon.jlealf 
stitueqey. with!
ÿffô b^UflSi m to '”

tot mxrvr 
other parts of

ÏÏ3Qmineca coum 
ituro,

[thégenerally was becoming more 
thickly settled, he observed. v
' Rev. C. G. McKenzie, vice-president, 

was chairman. He ro§d a telegram 
from Mr- Go wan Macgowan, president, 
whq i§ at Miami, when» the internal 
tlonai convention, with iQ0Q delegate»

DELEGATION HEARD
The délégation was introduced by 

H. D. Twigg, M.P.P., and included 
Hon. Joshua Hinchliffe, Reginald 
Hayward, M.P.P., David Leeming, 
M. B. Jackson, K.C., B. C. Nicholas, 
A. E. Haines, F. E Winslow, R. A. 
Wootton, Harold Wilson and Rev. 
Montague Bruce. James H. Beatty, 
M.P.P., was out of the city, but 
members of the delegation said he 
favored the site mentioned. Similar 
support was cited on the part of 
others who were unable to attend.

The Minister of Works thanked 
the delegation for its representa
tions, and intimated an early answer 
might be expected from the Gov
ernment in regard to the proposed 
Victoria institution.

At the last session of the Legis
lature a sum of $100,000 was placed 
in the estimates, as part of 
$8.000,000 loan bill, for acquisition 
of a site and a start on actual con
struction this year, i

PLANS SKETCHED 
Rough sketch plans, prepared by 

the Department of Public Works 
have recently been shown to mem
bers of the Victoria Bar Associa 
tion and the judiciary. Alternativë 
plans were. prepared, tone to fit a 
building such as would be possible 
at the old cathedral site, and an
other set of a different type of 
building, which would require more 
ground than available at the Bur- 
dett location. ,

While members of the Govern
ment declared yestéfday no tJecL-j 
sion had yet been reâçhed as to th« 
site to be selected, itlis understood 
alternative pites undàr considera
tion may, involve the, Wd cathedral 
property, aid the ‘Government 
Street property acquired by ] the 
Government last year, When oon-j 
siderablê frontages on government 
and Superior Streets weir acquired 
for future development 1$ connect 
tion with! Parliament Square.

ÉÎ
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Vigorous opposition to proposal of the 
Provincial Government Liquor Control 
Board to deliver beer to residences on 
telephone orders was voiced at Tues
day's meeting of Vancouver Presbytery! 
of the United Church of Canada. A| 
resolution placing the meeting on roc-1 
ord as unanimously opposed to the 
suggestion was passed.

Following Is the text of the resolu
tion:

"Whereas it Is reported that the 
Liquor Board Is contemplating plans 
for delivery of beer to Vancouver 
householders. Instead of forcing 
purchasers to carry the beer home; 
that the present arrangement by 
which all purchases must be made 
In liquor stores is highly Incon
venient and that the board le 
endeavoring to have the system 
changed so that delivery might be 
made at the home on telephone

"Therefore he it resolved that the 
attention of the Liquor Board, Pro
vincial Government and the public 
be called to the following: 

STATISTICS RECORDED.
“1. That beer saloons were Intro

duced In 1926 on the plea that 
people were drinking too much hard 
liquor, and beer by the glass would 
remedy this; results have been not 
only an enormous Increase In beer 
drinking, but Increases In consump
tion of hard liquor each year as 
follows: $677,728; $663,876; $667,310: 
$692,926; Increases In convictions 
for drunkeneness also followed, for 
example, In Vancouver from 704 to 
1310, 1869, 1666 and 1966.

“2. Statistics In other parts of 
the world show that an Increase In 
beer consumption never seriously 
reduces consumption of spirits, but 
even If this were true, It Is not 
desirable to encourage beer as a 
substitute for spirits, because beer,
It Is shown. Is responsible for a 
great part of alcoholism from which 
European nations suffer.

"3. We would protest In the most 
vigorous manner against the pro
posal of the board. In that 14 will 
make liquor more readily accessible 
to homes of the people, increase 
drinking, drunkenness and waste, 
be a bad Influence on lives of the 
young and seriously assist in dis
ruption of family life.**

HOME MISSIONS REPORT.
Rev. B. D. Braden, recently rotumi 

from Toronto, presented a report of t" 
meeting of the Board of Home Mlaslo: 
Officials of the board, he stated, h 
voluntarily offered to take a 6 per cent, 
reduction In salaries in order to assist 
the work throughout*Oanada. The office 
staff, on hearing of this offer, made the 
same proposal regarding their own 

i, and superintendents of mls- 
also expressed willingness to re- 
the 6 per cent, to headquarters. 

Other adjustments were made In order 
that the full mission work of the church 
might be carried out. The report was 
received w|th gratification.

W. Murray Cameron, BA, and 
Crisp, recent graduates of Union Theo
logical College, were licensed by the 
Presbytery to preach and recommended 
for ordination by the forthcoming an
nual conference.

R. B. Y. Scott, PhJD„ professor 
:>n College, who has received » 

to Montreal, asked for his transfer 
the Eastern Conference. This was 

tagret end a
» résolu
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Vancouver Officials Refused Seats in Hoifce
5SÇ3SB3S*

(MAYOR L D. TAYLOR 
AND SOLICITOR SAY 

CITIZENS INSULTEDi

Changes in Milk Bill 
Effect Compromise; 
Final ReadingToday

Ancient Privilege Accorded Representatives of Mainland ! 
Centre Suspended by Mr. Speaker Davie—Refused * 

Admittance at Chamber Door—Indignant 
Protest Made by Chief Magistrate

House Is Assured Committee of Direction Will Test 
Amended Measure in Courts—Attorney-General 

Says Alterations Are Not Ultra Vires

COM 
Bill 
of I

Claims Action Is Resented as
Direct Affront to Vancouver I

t OMPROMISE settled the much-disputed Dairy Control 
, Bill before the Legislature last evening, the final draft 

l the Berry bill to amend the Dairy Products Sales Ad
justment Act being completed in committee after a half-hour 
discussion, in which opponents and proponents of the measure 

[• agreed to last-minute changes in the bill.
|i Two assurances were given to the ~L~"
i : House during the course of the_ dis

THAT the privilege of seats on the floor of the Legislature 
for him and the city solicitor of Vancouver was canceled 
yesterday by Mr. Speaker Davie, was the declaration of 
Mayor Louis D. Taylor, of Vancouver, following an altercation 

on the subject between him and Hon. C. F. Davie.
intense: . The incident created

excitement in thé corridors of the 
v : Parliament Building and among 

members when it became known 
that the privilege extended for 
many years to the official repre
sentatives of British Columbia’s 
largest city had been temporarily 
suspended.

MAYOR'S STORY 
The story of the affair as told last 

night by Mayor Taylor was that 
he went to enter the House as had 
been his usual custom, but was 
told by the door attendant that 
there was no ticket for him. On 
lasting the reason he was referred 
-to the secretary to Mr. Speaker.
\ The secretary told him that all 

’the seats were occupied and referred 
* him to Mr. Speaker. By this time 

the mayor was indignant, and he 
expressed himself to Mr. Davie in 
.strong terms against what he con
sidered to be an insult, not to him- 

| self personally, but to the office that 
ihe occupied.

,V; ' The Speaker thereupon, stated 
the mayor, said that he would not 

I issue tickets, and His Worship re-
1 ported that the citizens of Van

couver would be told of the insult 
that had been given to their mayor.

His Worship declared he would 
I never again enter the privileged 
r . gallery as long as Mr. Davie was 

Speaker.
SOLICITOR REFUSED " *

• In the meantime Mr. Williams 
Knowing nothing of what had hap- 

i to„,the mayor, sought to go 
i Into the Chamber to watch prooeed- 
I ; Inga In connection with the Milk 

d Control Bill. He, too. was stopped 
'il *t U» door and was referred to Mr 
.SpMkers secretary, who told him 
I, that he only knew that there was 
no place on the floor for Vancou
ver, official representatives.

; Mr Williams went in search of 
“e. Speaker, and encountered him 
in the corridor.

He was advised, it is stated, that 
dr. Speaker had canceled the 

SPrtvUege for the mayor and dty 
Î solicitor and had given the seats 
.to personal friends of his own. 

-What!" exclaimed Mr. Williams 
'And you knew that we were 

^directly interested in the milk binr 
"They are gone and I cant help 

w." Mr. speaker replied. 
INSULT TO CITY 

ike it as an insult, not to 
f. but to the mayor and city 
r of Vancouver in their 

">d as a direct 
’ citizen of Vancouver.

e event of 
have had -down hem? 

« « Mr. speaker

Later an effort was made by 
, members to get the mayor and city 
solicitor to confer with Mr. Speaker 
Davie in his rooms, but they In
dignantly refused, declaring that 
they did not Intend to ask favors for 
that which, ever since Vancouver 
was given a special charter, had 

' been a recognized privilege for the 
city’s official representatives.

! “I have been accustomed to per
sonal rebuffs,” commented Mayor 
Taylor later. “I can take an Insult 
to myself as well as any man, but 
I do object to such an insult being 
directed against the offices that, on 
behalf of the citizens of Vancouver, 
Mr. Williams and I occupy. As 

(mayor and as city solicitor we were 
here on behalf of the people of Van
couver—not In our private capacities 
—and the numerous demeaning in
cidents and slights that we have 
endured during this session are in
sults to the citizenry of Vancouver 
as a whole. L. D. Taylor, as a 

j private citizen, is entitled to no more 
I consideration than is any other 

(| citizen of British Columbia, but the 
mayor of the city of Vancouver, and 
the city solicitor for Vancouver, are 

: entitled to respect as representing 
nearly one-half of the population of 
this province.

“I cannot but feel that if we had 
refused to do what was our duty, 
and carry out the expressed wish of 
the City Council in opposing the 
milk control, that we might have 
been accorded greater courtesy. We 
have consistently refused, however, 

I to abate our opposition to what we 
i believe to be an imposition upon the 
rights of the citizens of Vancouver."

’ cussion. The first, by J. W. Berry 
’ (Conservative), Delta, was to the 

effect that it was the intention of 
■Vf the committee of direction to seek 

• early opportunity to test the dairy 
products legislation in the highest 

: court of the land, for which refer
ence the Fraser Valley Milk Pro
ducers’ Association stood ready to

NOT ULTRA VIRES
The second assurance was one 

. given formally by Attorney-General 
, Pooley, who said that the Berry bill 
as now before the House contained 

' nothing that was ultra vires of the 
.. powers of the province. The original 

draft of the bill had contained two 
sections which would have been 
ultra vires, but these, he said, 
had been removed. Mr. Pooley did 
not extend his remarks to include 

; ,the Dairy Products Sales Adjust
ment Act. which now stands on the 
statute books.

Effected as the result of a com- 
; promise during the supper recess, 
r final changes in the Berry dairy bill 
included elimination of that portion 

t which would have made distributors 
; responsible for the deduction from 
, producers’ accounts and levy pay
able to the committee of direction. 
On this provision H. D. Twigg de

clared himself as being adamant, 
’ and said he would fight it to the 
end.

NO EXTENSION OF CONTROL 
Another change was the insertion

m protested part
was a definition in the following 
terms: ‘“The standard price of milk’

: means the average price paid from 
time to time by retail purchasers for 
standard milk containing 3.25 per 
cent butterfat, less a spread cover- 

i ing distributors’ costs of distribu
tion and a reasonable profit to dis
tributors, which spread shall be de
termined by the committee."

A hard drive was. set up against 
this section on three grounds, op
ponents of the measure saying any 

| attempt at fixing a standard, or men- 
• tion of a standard price was danger
ous for the public, while the choice 
of what was to be a reasonable 
profit and the determination of the 
‘ spread" were very wide powers to 
leave in the hands of the committee 

, of control.
Hon'. W. C. Shelly declared the 

clause , was a very dangerous one. 
The Fraser Valley Milk Producers’ 
Association held six shares out of 
twenty-five in the milk merger, and 

in could at best obtain only one-third 
of the voting control of that org&n-

F'_v£ 1 iz$ ‘ ’

Report not Ready—No ii report .
presented by the state health 

I commission at this session, it was 
; stated yesterday by its chairman, 
:,Mr. Speaker Davie. The death of 
the late Charles H. Gibbons had 
taken place at a time when the 

] work of the commission was not en
tirely finished, and much remained 
to be done before the report to be 
presented could be finally drafted. 
The report would be made in the 
course of a few months to the 

j Lieutenant-Governor, Mr. Davie 
stated.

of additional words in a section 
dealing with the right of the com
mittee to inspect the books and 
accounts of dairy farmers and dis- 

. ‘ tributors, limiting that power to In
spection of documents “within the 

’ ' district within which the committee 
1 opera tea" This and other changes, 

|9 j' it was stated, assured that there 
would be no extension of the control 
exercised by the committee of di
rection beyond the confines of what 
is known as the T.B. free area of 

J the Fraser Valley, unless new con- 
,, ; trol districts are set up by the 

vote of dairy farmers of other 
; areas.
a . Worn opt by discussion of the 

«ubject that raged during the lait 
three week» before the committee 
on agriculture, and since Thursday 
last In the House ltsell, the Legis
lature agreed to the compromise 
without argument, passing the sec
tions of the amended draft In com- 

i mlttee. Third reading and Anal ap
proval of the Berry bill is expected 

- to follow this morning.
STRENGTH shown early 

Committee consideration of the 
new bill presented by J. w. Berry 

* (Conservative), Delta, to amend the 
Dairy Sales Adjustment Act. earlyshnnipH tho *t«avi«l\. a>Xu.< - ---1 - -

:
ization, the Associated Dairies, Ltd. 

ivy:The act.had been put forward as 
one to help farmers in the Fraser 
Valley, but, unless he were mistaken, 
the farmers would live to regret this

* form of protection, he averred.
ALTERED WORDING ONLONLY

Hon. Joshua Hinchliffe defended 
the clause. The original act, he 
said, had the same provision, and 

j the amendment merely altered the 
j wording to deal with the question of 

i- a price standard on whlph producers 
wbuld settle as between themselves. 
There was no suggestion, said the 

! i Minister of Education, that the 
: clause would ever lead to a setting j ■ 

-j of the price the consumer was to
pay.

■ It was a plausible explanation, J. 
. A Loutet (Conservative), North

î

showed the strength of the House 
on the measure, when Section 3 In 
the bill, one of the mot bitterly 
proteited disuses, carried B to 8 on 
a show of hands, without division 

For two hohrs hi the morning the

I Legislature debated the bill, Messrs.
»2ss®ss@ast

--------- 1 Hon.

Vancouver, commented, but a minor 
change, as this was represented to} 
be, did not change an entire law, 
which was a bad law, and should 
not have been passed In the first 

: place.
W. R. Rutledge (Conservative),

' Burnaby, called attention to the fact 
that the term "reasonable profit’ 
was a matter that no two men would 
would ever agree upon.

It was easy to compute a reason- i, 
able profit in Vancouvér, comment- • 
ed Mr. Berry, the father of the bill. 
The standard price to dairies, he 
said, was 73 cents a pound butter- 
fat, and the prevailing price to con
sumers was nine quarts for a dollar. 
With distribution costs counted, 
what was a reasonable profit could 
be ascertained, he said, 

i Would reasonable profit be that

I sum which was required to pay 7 
per cent cm the preferred stock of 
the Assoéiated Dairies, and other 
shares up to some $2,000,000, Mr. 
Loutet inquired.

The committee of direction had 
nothing whatever to do with the 
petting of prices or the selling of 

Mr. Berry asserted, but was 
only with the settlement 

itween producer and distributor. 
^9 ASSUME CONTROL

l
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bill would give the committee of 
direction power to determine the 
profit and the spread, Mr. Twigg 
retorted. There appeared to be 
every concrete provision in the bill 
60 that a large corporation' could 
assume economic control of the en
tire milk situation in the district 
covered by the act, he declared. He 
would not say this was the intent 
of such a corporation, or of the 
sponsors of the bill, but the author
ity would be there, nevertheless.

The standard price was not the 
price at which milk would be sold, 
but the value that distributors 
would set on the milk as a fair and 
reasonable figure on which to base 
an agreement to divide their own 
profits and losses, Mr. Hlnchliffe 
explained at another point.

It was worth noting that in the 
bill no provision was made to have 
the actual producers take part in 
the determination of this standard 
price, Mr. Rutledge commented. The 
bill, he said, left it expressly to the 
committee of direction to determine 
the profit and the spread.

If the distributors fixed a price 
for themselves, a price could also 
be fixed for the public, Mr. Twigg 
declared.

Mr. Dick—What about the man 
who does not want to sell his milk 
this way. Does he get away from 
the imposition of a levy?

Mr. Berry—Certainly not.
Mr. Dick—Well, I submit that 

would be an intolerable situation 
We would have the little man 
swallowed up. The whole thing is 
not understandable, and fh my 
opinion it will create a situation 
that will wreck the Government.

WOULD RUE THE DAY 
.A definite attempt was being 

made to push the dairy bill through 
at the close of the session, without 
proper opportunity to members of 
the House to study either what was 
proposed or what the effect of the 
passage of such a law would be, 
Mr. Shelly stated. He had had, he 
said, a very wide experience in the 
distribution of bread, and was of 
the opinion that powers asked of 
the Legislature, and by a private 
member, were so wide that the very 
people they were designed to 
benefit, the farmers, would live to 
rue the day such a bill became law, 
he declared.

Mr. Kirk—This type of legislation 
should npt come before us in this 
way, and the sooner the Govern
ment of the day wakes up to that 
fact the better it will be for every
one. It is the bounden duty of the 
Legislature and the Government to 
protect the interests of the public, 
and not one small section only.

Mr. Dick—I will ask the member 
for Delta if he has any personal 
interests in the Fraser Valley Milk 
Producers’ Association?

Mr. Berry—I am a member of the 
Fraser Valley Association, one of 
three thousand others, with an 
ordinary contract, and that amount 

} of stock which is based on produc
tion contributed to the association, 
jin the same manner as anyone else.

Mr. Dick—Well, I will suggest 
that anyone with a personal inter
est should not vote on this question.

Mr. Twigg and Mr. Cornett rose 
to defend Mr. Berry In that, they 
said, it was not asserted that he 
had any personal inrerest in the 
matter by way of direct return.

Mr. Shelly returned to the attack 
by asserting that Vancouver was 
not satisfied with the milk it was 
getting, and that there was a great 
deal too lt>w consumption m the 
city, at the rate of 9 ounces per 
capita. The milk was a manufac
tured product, homogenized; sep
arated, arid children would not drink 
it;” he declared. Farmers in the 
Fraser Valley would one day regret 
the sale of their business in a deal 
which deprived them" of the money 
end of the industry, which lay in 
distribution, he predicted,

Mr. Cornett, taking advantage of 
a lull in the debate, moved the 
committee rise without report. The 
motion was voted down without a 
division. Section 3 in the amending 
bill passed shortly afterwards, with 
22 to 9 in favor of its terms. i 

SHOULD BE THROWN OUT 
Mr. Kirk again, called on the 

Government to exercise its preroga 
and take a stand “ 1
bill should be

Premier Tolmie, Hon. J. W. Jones, 
j Hon. S. L. Howe, Hon William 
j Atkinson and Hon. N. S. Lougheed 
were present during the discussion, 
but did not speak. Hon. Joshua 
Hlnchliffe and Hon. R. L. Maitland, 
K.C., had spoken in favor of the 
passage of the amending bill.

Mr. Hlnchliffe said he based his

PARTY GOVERNMENT
Sir,—Your correspondent, Mr. 

Guppy, in today's issue, puts up such 
an amazingly logical defence of the 
party system, that it is perhaps very 
presumptuous to dispute his reason- 

y ing. However, as the cap he al
luringly holds out undoubtedlyMr. ninvmme saiu ue uaocu un» . ——-----support on the fact that the nmend- % JJJj’ *kat lje certainly must think,

ments would make the existing net 
easier” and less severe. Mr. Mait 

land took the ground that the act 
had been passed by the same 
Legislature, and, if this type of law 
would not work, it would demon
strate that fact if left to do so.

There was no possibility of any 
combine controlling the milk supply 
of Vancouver Island, Mr. Hlnchliffe 
said, in conclusion. The facts were;
;he said, that under the existing law 
Vancouver Island milk could be 
made to pay tribute on entering the 
Vancouver market. If the amend
ing bill passed, it could not. he 
asserted.

Mr. Berry agreed this was the, 
case. Only the T5. free area of the* 
Fraser Valley would be under theggj 
committee cf control, the member 
for Delta declared.

After some further discussion, 
which broke no new ground, the 
committee adjourned, reporting 
progress on the bill.

A compromise move was suggested 
at the afternoon sitting, when it 
became apparent proponents and 

IH opponents of the Daily Bill would 
, be long in reaching any form cf 

! agreement as to what the actual 
j . wording of the bill implied.

Hon. W. C. Shelly, t. ÿ. Kirk 
and J. A. Loutet, Vancouver and 
district members, renewed their 
objections to the passage of the 

i amending bill. Hon. Joshua Hinch- 
flg liffe, Hon. R. L. Maitland, K.C.. and 

J. W. Berry, the member for Delta,

:who sponsored the bill, renewed 
their support of the measure. Nine- 
of the eleven sections of the bill j 
were approved in committee, buV 
Section 7, dealing with the powers 
and rights of the control committee, 
remained the bone of contention.

After an hour’s discussion, the. 
debate was adjourned in committee, ' 
to be resumed at the evening sitting. '

j
!
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SURVIVORS OF 
WAR TO VOTE

H Franchise Extended to B.C. 

Japanese Who Served 
With Canadians

Seventy survivors of a band of 250 
Japanese who served in Canadian 
forces overseas in the Great War 
will be given, for life, the right to w 
vote at provincial elections in Brit- L; 
ish Columbia. The Legislature de- 6 -" 
tided this yesterday on a division 

Sjof 19 to 18.
Messrs. Loutet, Uphill, Pearson, 

j Glllis, Dick, Wrinch, Sutherland,
. Pattullo, A. M. Manson, Heggie,
' Spencer, Walkem, Twigg, Macintosh, 
MacNaughton, M. Manson, Scho
field, Beatty and Bruhn voted in 
favor of granting the ballot, as a 
gift in recognition of unusual 
bravery shown overseas, to survivors 
of the party who lost fifty-four 
killed and had over seventy wounded 

J during their period on service.
Messrs. Carson, Rutledge, Fltz- 

y simmons, Hanna, Kingston, Berry, 
!Kirk, Hayward. Maitland, Howe,
; Jones, Premier Tolmie, Pooley,

-, Hlnchliffe, Michell, Cornett, Atkin
son and Lougheed voted against the 

-issue.
The Provincial Elections Act, in 

3 which the provision was made, re- 
,1 ceived final reading. It debars 
| Doukhobors from voting in British 
| Columbia, irrespective of naturali
sation. and extends by thirty days 
■the time of registration in years 
j when an election is to be held.

my very fat head, I feel that it Is 
: up to me to point out one or two 

things which even he, in his vastly 
: superior discernment, has eppar- 
| ently missed.

Firstly, he claims tb^t the Con
servatives have, in bringing down 
the supertax, faced the facts. May 
I be permitted to ask, what facts?
It is of course obvious even to a j 
person of my limited intelligence, 
that they, as a government, needed 
thé money, and having milked every 
other cow dry, they had perforce to j 
fall back on the working variey of j 
that long-suffering animal. Where, •
I venture (very timidly) to take : 
issue with your emphatic corre- ; 
spondoent, is why they need the 
money, and for what purposes will c 

< it be used.
' And I (even more timidly) ven- £; 
ture to state that the component ;

! answers to these two questions are 
>. . the real reasons for the astonishing
; lack of faith in the party system. I X 

I suggest (in all humility) that such 
extravagances as the payment of ! 
$25,000 to Mr. Davidson. $4,300 per 
year to tired Mr. Pauline, $3,000 ; 
traveling expenses to energetic Mr. 
Borden, and other items like these, ! 
too numerous to crowd your valuable 
space, are the actual reasons which 
govern the necessity (from the party ; 
point of view) of obtaining the 
money to carry on. I suggest, also, 
that the payment of these large 
'sums, and the other numerous and ; 
equally large salaries (a portion of [ 
which, I understand, has to be re
funded to the party treasure chest), j 
is the ultimate destination of the 

; moneys collected in taxes. In other 
, words, taxation nowadays is entirely . 
;in the interests of the governors 
and not in that of the governed. I 

i Although Mr. Guppy stated in the * 
beginning of his letter that it was in , 

j defence of the party system as a 
: whole, he seems very critical of any t 
other party but his own. Personally, [
I fail to see any vast difference be
tween any of them, although I do 
contend that the actions of our 

i present Government have consid
erably strengthened that conten- fo 
tion. Also I think, in view of the f 
Milk Control Act just passed, Mr. 
Guppy will have to resort his labels, ; 
for one has not even t6 go outside 
the House to find people who stamp 
that act with the stigma of Soviet
ism. With all his great knowledge, 
Mr. Guppy has evidently not much 
of Communism. If he had he would 
realize that in trying to abolish 
the party system I am engaged in a 
battle to prevent a victory for this 
terrible disease; how terrible, no 
one (not even Mr. Guppy, who has 
not lived under its domination) can 
realize. Any system which puts a 
stranglehold on private enterprise 
is a cancer on the body of humanity. 
And it is a matter of unimportance 
whether the label of that system is 
red, green or yellow. The only 
colors that matter to me are the . 

M ! red, white and blue, and the only 
j label I care a fig about is the Union 

! Jack. Both the label and the colors, 
are endangered by the growth of 
the party cancer.

f Mr. Guppy's faith is so amazingly 
1 simple, his argument so definite,

(that I am almost inclined to think 
he has set a trap for me. If that is 
so, I will walk right into it. No con
finement could be worse than im
prisonment of coriscience, which is | 
the corollary of a party mind.

T. GUY SHEPPARD.
• 1130 Summit Avenue, Victoria, B.C., | 

March 31,1931,

WOBBLING CONSC1
Sir,—You are disappointed, sir, 

and so are thousands of others, 
who, like myself, are not so well 
qualified to comment on the sorry 
spectacle the Legislature generally 
has disclosed during the session now 
nearing its close. For six weeks, 
or thereabouts, we have been treated 
to more or less puerile and childish 
squabbling, and to what end? That 
more laws and amendments to 
existing legislation be placed on 
record, not for the welfare of the 
general inhabitants of the province, 
but apparently to occupy the time 
and attention of men who are in 
the pay of the taxpayer and are 
supposed to conduct the business of 
the province with some intelligence 
and discretion. . Instead, what do 
we find in these so-called times of 
depression and economy? ; that 
$3,150 is paid for a carpet; that i 
a pension of $12 per diem is granted 
to one who has had a good salary 
for years and should have made 
(and no doubt has made), provision 
for comfort in age; that $25,009 is 
(ready to be handed to a forma*
imployee; that $15,000 to one and 
J7.500 each to two others who con- 
ititute the Liquor Board Is paid; 

it various other appointments 
ve been made and offices created, 

ius adding extra weight to the 
Already overburdened province. All 
these things and many others may 
not have violated the legislative 
conscience, as such, but they have 
utterly disgusted a good many who 
expected better things, and have 
shown that party government has 
outlived its usefulness, if it ever 
had any.

You talk of ethics and principles, 
sir. Are there any left in the 
Legislative Assembly? Could not 
both be summed up in the creed of 
"What is there In it for me,” 
native expression, by the way. I| 
have been in this province over I 
twenty years and during the whole g 
time there has been but one prin-E 
ciple guiding or subverting the I 
Legislative Assembly, that of "ex-1 
pediency.” The various officials I 
have increased beyond all reason, I 
and the expense of maintaining I 
such an army has caused borrowing [ 
upon borrowing, loan after loan, I 
until the taxpayer cannot tell if he| 
can call his soul his own without < 
permit.

I would suggest, sir, that IT, and! 
when, a chair of home economics be | 
instituted in the University of Brit-L 
ish Columbia that the Cabinet of I 
ministers be the first class to sit l 
at the feet of the two professors l 
to be appointed, so that the mean-1 
ing of the more homely word, f 
"economy," be thoroughly incul-jf; 
cated into their minds. In con- “ 
elusion, the powers that be should | 
take warning. The writing on the, 
wall is as applicable now as of old! 
—particularly to party government | 
for party benefit.

H. H. GRIST. 
3010 Dysart Road, Saanich, B.C.,r 

March 30, 1931.

Legislators Will 
End Labors at 

Morning Session

THE third session of the 
seventeenth Legislature of 

British Columbia, which 
started on February 11 last, 
will be prorogued by His 
Honor the Administrator, 
Chief Justice J. A. Macdonald, 
this morning. The Legisla
ture will convene for the final 
sitting of this session at 10 
o’clock, to consider final read
ing of the Dairy Products 
Salés Adjustment Act amend
ments. Chief Justice Mac
donald will arrive at the Leg
islative Chamber at 10:30 
o’clock, to give his assent to 
the passage of public and 
private bills approved by the 
Legislature during its session. 
Prorogation will follow.

j ttve a 
I The 1



; LÉGISLATION

SUPPLYACT FOR 
YEARIS PASSED

Ten Bills Approved in Two 
Sessions—Others Are 

Withdrawn

| Voting supply to His Majesty, the 
; Legislature cleaned up all but two 
bills on its order paper at the aft- j, 

,-emoon sitting yesterday, leaving for 
;its third sitting of the day closing 
argument in the dairy bill issue 
and minor amendments to the 
Stock Brands Act. Hon. J. W. Jones. 
(Minister of Finance, came in for 
hearty applause, as the Supply Act, 
1931. passed its third reading, ap
proving his first budget, which pro
vides $28,000,000, in round figures, 
’or the next fiscal year. 

Suplementary estimates, occa- 
ined by unforseen expense in the 
al year ending March 31, 1931, 
•e ratified at $892,360; including 
0,000 as the Government’s share 
a deficit in the forest protection 
d special levy; $20,000 overspent 
the Provincial Police, chiefly in 
iting the heavy cost of Douk-

hobor uprisings last year; $100,000 
for unemployment relief prior to 
the operation of the Federal scheme 
and smaller votes not otherwise 
provided for in estimates of a year
E8° P.G.E. DEFICITS 

In connection with the accounts 
of the Pacific Great Eastern Rail
way Premier Tolmie showed that 
the deficits on the Government 
road had been cut from between 
$132,000 and $200,000 a year under 
the former administration, to $55, 
000 in the first year of the Gov 
erament’s rule. The operating deficit 
would have been wiped out last 
year but for a drop in revenues ap- 
iproximating $81,000, and which was 
| fully absorbed In an operating 
deficit that was $27 smaller than 
the year before, due to savings ef
fected in operating costs.

Ten bills became acts waiting 
j royal assent as a result of mornfng 
| and afternoon sittings of the Légis
lature. In addition to the Supply 

J Act, 1931, final reading was given 
Nto a number of amending measures. 

OTHER BILLS APPROVED
_ These included bills respecting 
(the Mothers’ Pension Act, the Uni-

r iversity Act, an indemnity measure 
In connection with the winding up 
of the Produce Marketing Act, the 

M Vancouver Incorporation Act, the 
• J-j Motor Vehicles Act, the Public | 

Schools Act, the Government Liquor
Control Act, validation of the Do
minion - Provincial unemployment 
agreements of 1930-1931, and the 
Hairdressers' Act.

With the exception of the dairy 
i bill, in which the House divided 
along nonparty lines, the Opposition 
throughout the day displayed a 
willingness to speed the clo'î of the 
session. Favoring motions by Hon. 
W. A. McKenzie, Minister of Mines, 
to place representations before the 
Dominion authorities as to the ef
fect in British Columbia of the im
portation of fuel oil. and the low 
price o silver, the Legislature 
agreed to the withdrawal of other 
motions on the order paper.

!_" -

1W.

he monopoly put Into the hands of the Milk 
Bustment Committee of the Fraser Valley has 
,en strengthened and consolidated by the 
nendment to the Dairy Sales Adjustment Act, 

fhich was passed*t>y the Legislature. The ex
tent to which this monopoly Is operating as a 
combine Is to be Investigated by Ottawa. It Is 
conceivable also that the Govemer-General-in 
Council will disallow the legislation passed In 
this respect by the Provincial Legislature on the 
ground that It contains provisions that are ultra 

. Vires of the province. In the meantime no legis
lation which came before the session now con
cluding aroused more public Interest and more 
popular hostility. There Is hardly a shadow of a 
doubt that one or more test cases will come be- 
ifore the court to determine the competency of 
Ithe legislation, which In its implication is in re
straint of trade and commerce.

The Bill amending the Dairy Sales Adjust
ment Act was drawn up within a few hours of a 
(ruling by the Speaker that, as originally drafted, 
It was an infringement on the prerogative of the 
Crown. Some provisions were eliminated. The 
principle that was sought to be applied, namely, 
that of compulsion, remains, and that Is the 
principle which is objected to by the people. It 
Is the keynote of this legislation, the right of a 
bureaucracy to control matters which are essen
tially the concern of the Government itself act
ing as trustee for the people’s rights. Speakers 
on the Government side of the House, who made 
the passage of this legislation possible, failed to 
show why the administration should delegate to 
a bureaucracy powers which are inherent In the 
constitution. Only one member of the Govern
ment, Mr. W. C. Shelly, voted against the 
measure.

The members of the Legislature who could not 
see their way to support the amendment to the 
Dairy Sales Adjustment Act were: Messrs. Shelly, 
.Loutet, Rutledge, Hanna, Dick, Kirk, Kergin, 
Alward, Heggle, Walkem, Twlgg, Hayward, Mac
intosh, Michell and Cornett. They suffered de
feat In the House, but a moral victory Is theirs 
because they have public opinion on their side. 
In truth, the fight against this and similar 
legislation has only commenced. It is a case 
where not the first but the last battle decides 
the victory.

CHAMPION OF PUBLIC RIGHTS

H^ednesday, April 1, 1931.1

MUNICIPAL TAX RATE

Victoria has secured from the Legislature the j 
authority to issue refunding serial bonds to the j 
extent of $200,000 per annum for a certain pe- | 
riod, this policy having been determined upon to j 
prevent any excessive increase in municipal taxa- I, 
tion. There has been a prolonged controversy j 
on civic financing for several weeks past and the j 
outcome is a happy one. It would have been j, 
an unfortunate thing if at this time there had | 
been an increase of seven or eight mills in the 
municipal tax rate as originally planned. Public 
opinion among the property owners was dead 
against such a proposal from the time It was 
broached. Public meetings were organized. Rep
resentatives of the property owners took the 
matter in hland and approached the City Coun
cil. The latter body finally agreed to the refund
ing plan, and the tax Increase will now be only 
one or two mills.

The greatest credit for the solution that has 
been found belongs to Alderman W. T. Williams, 
who was the first member of the City Council 
to protest against the heavy tax increase pro
posed. His stand received immediate public en
dorse tion. He persisted unvaryingly against the 
proposals made. He faced what appeared to be 
overwhelming hostility from the bulk of the 

members of the City Council, being supported 
only by Alderman John Worthington? Then, 
after public meetings of property owners had 
been held, the members of the Real Estate Ex
change and other property owners, after a good 
deal of consultation, in which Mr. David Deem
ing and Mr. James Forman were prominent, put 
forward the refunding plan which has now been 
approved by the City Council and sanctioned by 
the Legislature. It is a desirable outcome, for 
which those ’mainly responsible deserve praise.

AN ABLE ADVOCATE

Mayor L. D. Taylor, of Vancouver, has been a 
frequent visitor to Victoria during the course of 
the session of the Provincial Legislature. Many 
Victorians who previously only knew him by 
reputation have met him In person and have 

. learned to admire his qualities, his energy and 
his fighting characteristics. Mayor Taylor is 
altogether likable. He is a clear thinker, an able 
advocate and possesses courage that is always 
admirable in any public official. He knows his 
own mind and the mind of the people of Van- 
couver, as he showed in the course of his oppo
sition to the milk legislation, which unhappily 
'was approved during the session. His presence 
here so often has been for the purpose of put
ting on record Vancouver’s official hostility to 
the Milk Act which was passed, supposedly for 
the benefit of the Fraser Valley dairymen, and 
which has been translated for the purpose of 
imposing bureaucratic control for the benefit of 
restricted interests.

; Mayor Taylor has nothing to regret in the 
ifight he carried on, save the fact that it was un
successful, and he can console himself with the 

„ knowledge that only the first round has been 
■decided. He is on safe ground. Vancouver's 
><Clty Council opposes the principle of the legis

lation as being subversive of public rights. That 
is exactly the tenor of the Speaker’s ruling on t 

(the subject. Some objectionable features were j 
withdrawn from the Bill on the basis of that ■ 
(ruling, but the gravamen of the charge against 
tthe principle remains, and supports to the full 

the original claim of Mr. Speaker Davie that it 
is not within the competence of the Legislature 
to delegate the powers of government. Mayor 

r can continue his fight with the knowledge 
that nothing has happened to cause him or the 
Vancouver City Council to recede from the origi
nal stand. He deserves the heartiest congratu

lation of the public, whose rights are affected by 
| the legislation in question, for the admirable 
^manner in which he has championed the 

. Taylor is a personal asset

In the exceptionally able manner In which 
Mayor Taylor, of Vancouver, supported the rights* 
of the public against the interests of a small 
farmer group before the agricultural committee 

, of the Legislature he was given every assistance 
by Mr. J. B. Williams, the city solicitor of Van
couver. The manner in which Mr. Williams had 
prepared the case for his City Council is deserv
ing of commendation. The arguments he de- 

j duced showed a powerful grip of the situation.
I. They were unanswerable in the realm of com

mon sense.
Mr. Williams as well as Mayor Taylor knew 

that they were facing a wall of prejudice from 
the beginning, but they carried on their struggle 
in the face of the most insidious type of propa
ganda. Mr. Williams always maintained an 

I equable temper and marshalled his arguments 
, with the utmost skill. Both he and Mayor Taylor 
: were outstanding figures among those giving evi
dence before the agricultural committee of the 
Legislature. They had every right to believe that _ 
their cause would triumph. Though it did not!B 
succeed for the moment it most certainly is not 
because Mr. Williams failed in bringing forward 
every possible argument on behalf of the rights 
of the public. The Vancouver City Council is 
deserving of warm congratulations on having so,, 

t able a servant. *

m
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when Mayor Taylor and. Mr. 
Speaker Davie discussed the matter, 
but In so far as I personally was con
cerned. the report given by The 
Colonist was correct.”

■Thursday, April 2, 1931»

jDairy Bill Passes 
Third Reading and 
Housejs Prorogue!

I Hon. J. A. Macdonald, Administrator, Gives Assent tc 
Many Measures—Speaker Closes Third Session 

of Seventeenth Parliament of Province

THIRD session of the seventeenth Legislature of British
Columbia was prorogued by Chief Justice the Hon. J. A. , 
Macdonald, Administrator, yesterday at 16:45 a.m„ after 

assent had been given to some seventy bills passed at the ses
sion, and supply voted to His Majesty. The last formal act of 
the House was to sing the National Anthem, as His Honor, 
preceded by his aides, left the Chamber.
Then ensued the battle of papers,

I sessional documents, motion papers.H prints of bills and everything that 1 K |.I„t e,,^at ew°rld-
i Æ could be lifted, being volleyed Into ft JJJJ*h“ J?01 lgnored 

1 the air as members broke of! the l™"* JL “i K
restraint of labors begun ,on Feb
ruary 11.

The supply of papers running out, 
j the members joined in singing 
! ‘‘Loch Lomond" and “Hail, Hall 
! the Gang’s All Here," the latter 
with discreet modiflctaions in de
ference to the public galleries. The 
break-up followed immediately, Up- 

! Country members leaving for their 
,) homes.

DAIRY ACT RENEWED
The last executive act of the 

‘members by motion was the pas
sage of the Berry Milk Bill, being 
the completed amendments to the 
Dairy Products Sales Adjustment 
Act. The bill received third read-' 

ling without a division, and unanl- 
[ , mously, as far as any audible ob

jection was concerned. 
i Mr. Speaker Davie and Premier 
jTolmie filed out of the House to 
| receive His Honor shortly after 
110:30, returning in rear of the 
[King’s representative, who was pre- tjSj 

f 5 ceded by the Sergeant-at-Arms 
*'■' ? {carrying the mace. Chief Justice the 

iHon. J. A. Macdonald took his seat 
J i' the dais and gave assent to •

- list of acts approved by the House. 
f " ‘Mr. Speaker expressed the loyal 
1 devotion of the Assembly to His

r Majesty, and the annual Supply 
Act wax formally placed in the 
hands of His Hqnor. In the closing

and it has been necessary, in order 
to meet unemployment and other 
unavoidable demands, to seek fur
ther sources of revenue. However, 
it is hoped that this necessity is of 

;a transitory nature only.
“I trust that these and the vari

ions other laws and amendments 
you have enacted will inure to the 

a welfare of the province. 
b: “I thank you for the supplies so 

generously granted for the public 
v service.

“In relieving you from your 
labors. I trust that the blessing of 

g ; Providence will accompany you to 
-, your respective homes." ^

mss Address from the Throne, His 
p < j Honor stated :

HIS HONOR'S SPEECH 
“Mr. Speaker and members of 

the Legislative Assembly:
•y “In closing the Third Session of 

. the Seventeenth Parliament of the 
Province of British Columbia, I 
wish to express my appreciation of 
the attention which you have given 
to the many Important questions 

r submitted for your consideration. 
“The Boiler Inspection Act has 

been consolidated with a view to 
the protection of the public and 
those in charge of such equipment, 
the efficient operation of which is 
so important to the public safety. 

“The Jury Act has been amended 
; in order to empower the presiding 

Judge, in necessitous cases, to ex
cuse a juror from attendance. 

“The Mothers* Pensions Act has 
amended and consolidated to 

meet the conditions of the present 
time.

“The bill intitled 'An Act Re- 
$§§ ispecting the Removal of Disqualifi- 

v jcatlon on Account of Sex' is in- 
i tended to remove certain doubts 

Jwhich have existed as to sex or 
narriage being a factor of dis

qualification for the holding of any 
[Civil or judicial post, or from enter- 
ng any profession.

“Under the amendments to the 
Public Schools Act, further provi
sion has been made in respect of 
public education.

"The subject of unemployment 
^Jhas been dealt with in a bill ratlfy- 
jing agreements with the Federal 

government in
T«g§|

1

iru

7 < -
Çï&stev

m

FIRMLYDENIED
Mr. Speaker Davie Resents 

Action of Vancouver’s 
Chief Magistrate

Straight denial that Mayor L. D. 
Taylor and J. B. Williams, city 
solicitor, Vancouver, had been re
fused any courtesies in connection 
with accommodation to witness any 
sittings of the Legislative Asembly, 
was made on the floor of the Legis
lature yesterday by Mr. Speaker 
Davie. Mr. Speaker read the follow 
ing statement to the House:

“A statement has appeared in the 
press to the effect that Mayor L.
D. Taylor and Mr. Williams, city 
solicitor of Vancouver, were refused 
seats on the floor of the House yes 
terday afternoon, and this House has 
a right to know what transpired in 
this connection and to what extent 
the statement is correct.

“The statement that His Worship 
or the city solicitor were refused 
seats in the sense that any privilege 
had been withdrawn from them can 
only be characterized as a deliberate 
untruth.

“There are a certain number of 
seats allocated on the floor of the 
House for visitors, and the whole 
complement of these seats was ex
hausted before the House resumed 
its afternoon sitting. I was in my 
office shortly after the House con
vened. when His Worship applied to 
my clerk for seats on the floor, n.nd 
was told by him that all seats were 
taken. His Worship then, without 
giving me an opportunity to make 
an explanation or to make inquiry 
whether a seat could be found for 
him. rudely appeared at the thresh- 
hold of my office door and demanded 
an admission card for himself, mak

ing no reference to a card for the 
city solicitor.

"He gave me no opportunity 
whatever to placate him, but, In a 
very excited manner, threatened to 
publish the matter in the Vancou
ver papers, and he thereupon left 
the office.

“I immediately dispatched my 
clerk to find Mr. Williams for the 
purpose of explaining to him that 
there was no intention of slighting 
or in any way discriminating against 
the Mayor or himself, and that steps 
would be taken as soon as possible 
to provide seats.

! “My clerk found Mr. Williams, but 
for his own reasons he declined to 
come to my office. By this time 
His Worship had circulated the re
port In the corridors that he had 
been refused admission, and several 
members approached me about the 
matter. I advised them of what 
had transpired, and suggested to 

\ one member that he net Mr. 
Williams to come to my office, and 
to another to ask the Mayor to do 
likewise.

"There were no further results. I 
am desirous of pointing out that I 
have tried on all occasions to rtis- 

, tribute seating accommodation for 
visitors in the fairest possible way, 
but that when cards for seats have 
been issued it is not reasonable to 
expect me to cancel them !n order 
to issue them to those who may 
apply later.

“I have, on more than one occa- 
, sion, had an extra seat placed upon 
the floor of the House for Mr. 
Williams as representing Vancou
ver’s interests, and this without his 
asking for it but of my own mere 

Emotion. No doubt it would have 
been possible to do the same thing 12 
yesterday afternoon, but honorable j 
members can readily appreciate that | 
the excited conduct of His Worship F 
did not assist him and. in fact, made g 
;it impossible to help him," the state-1| 
ment concluded.

When questioned yesterday after- | 
noon regarding the statement made 
'in the Legislature by Mr. Speaker | 
Davie concerning the incident of i 
.the previous day. J. B. Williams, || 
rity solicitor for Vancouver, i 

“As The Colonist pointed out 3 
, I was 1
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Tuesday, March 31, 1931.

—the bills passed through 'Inal readings, the long 
argumente on road building, the resolutions with
drawn and all the other loose ends of a dying 
session nearly dead. Besides, what we are In
terested In almost exclusively, since they had 
produced the only worth while human contest 
of the session were fruit and milk. And what 
happened to fruit and ipllk was plenty#

l rpo BEGIN at the beginning, If there Is any 
‘ A beginning to this curious story, we met on 
: Monday with the distinct understanding that the 

fruit and milk bills would be reintroduced, after 
being heaved overboard Saturday on points of 
order. They would be reintroduced, If not with 
the government’s blessing, with Its consent, and 
decided on their merits. This seemed a fair ar
rangement. But no sooner had the fruit bill been 

} reintroduced In the afternoon than we realized 
that something had gone wrong somewhere. Mr. 

/ Speaker, as he was bound to do, renewed his ob- 
: jectlon that the fruit bill was beyond the right 
| of a private member to Introduce. The Premier 
: promptly said the government had no objection 
i to it. This, we thought, would be enough. In
i' stead, Mr. Speaker said the government could 
| not say merely that It had no objection; It must 
| say It consented to the bill if It was to proceed. 
\ The government said nothing. Mr. Speaker went 
- to lunch to ponder the matter further.

rIS THREW us Into wild excitement. The 
lobbies stirred and heaved exactly like an 
ants’ nest which you have kicked with your foot. 

Men who wanted the fruit bill met In odd cornera 
: to lament and threaten. Men who didn’t want 
'{• the fruit bill howled with delight. The victors 

sent telegrams of congratulation to their con
stituents. The vanquished prepared to tell their 
constituents all about the victors.

rpHE POINT at Issue seemed simple yet curiously 
complicated. We were told that It the 

Premier "consented” to the fruit bill It could go 
) ahead, whereas he had only agreed not to object 

to It. To laymen the phrases seemed similar, but 
to authorities on rules there was an ocean of dif
ference between them. We expected, however, the 
Premier would consent at last and all would be 
well. But, alas for our poor mortal figuring, the 
gods of politics had decided otherwise. Just as 
we were going to dinner. Mr. Speaker announced 
that no matter what the Premier said, whether 
he consented or agreed not to object, the fruit 
bill was out of order anyway.

rpHE HOUSE was stunned into silence for a 
* moment and then Colonel Lister, father of 

the doomed legislation, appealed the Speaker’s 
ruling. Once again, as we had done Saturday, 
we voted to uphold the Speaker, but by a differ
ent division, for a number of members had 
switched over In the Interim. Colonel Lister said 
in his blunt soldier fashion that he .was only 
sorry that his measure hadn't even received decent 
burial from the Speaker. Those' were strong words 
to a Speaker and were promptly questioned. 
Colonel Lister stuck to his guns and repeated his 
regret that the fruit bill had not been allowed to 
come to a vote on its merits. But all the regret 
In the world couldn’t breathe new life Into the 
bill and It expired, while the Milk Act, purged of 
all blame, sailed back triumphantly Into the 
House. And as one Irreverent statesman said, we 

: had swallowed ourselves so often It was a wonder 1 
we hadn't all died of acute Indigestion. But 
then, we’re getting toughened to these morsels by 

I now.

4 T>UT THI8 wae only the beginning. There was 
: more masterly swallowing to follow. For no
; sooner had the milk bill got nicely under way in 

1 the evening than Mr. Twigg, of Victoria, threw 
j us Into confusion once more. He found, he said, 

jj that the milk bill contained some of the very 
Jf evils which had caused the unhappy fruit bill to 
J perish. The Speaker thought there might be 

; something in Mr. Twlgg’s suggestion which he 
had overlooked and he agreed to take It under 
profound consideration, to do which he retired 
to his chambers.

TB7HILE THIS complicated drama was gradually 
vV working Its way In great misery to a conclu- 

| alon, we did many things. We even paused for 
an hour In the very throes of our labor to discuss 
the Alaska Highway. It was Mr. Maitland who 

! got us In for this by an Indiscreet remark. When 
I Mr. Kergln suddenly advocated the Alaska Road,
; Mr. Maitland said It would be a good Idea If Mr. 
j Pattullo called at least one caucus this, session to 
j see If his party, couldn’t agree on something. Mr 

Pattullo said his party saw things with such 
I clarity that they always arrived In the end at the 
5 same place.

*

rpHBS, OF course, was enough to launch us Into 
-A- a full hour’s talk on the Alaska Road, which 

no one wanted to hear about. It gave the Premier 
a chance to tell us all about the pet project, and 
Mines Minister McKenzie a chance to recount his 
experiences with the Alaska Highway caravan. But 
the most sapient observation came from Mr.

; Uphill, the sole and lonely labor member, who 
announced that his party had held a caucus and 
agreed unanimously to support the road, provided 
the government In return built a road to the 
Flathead Valley In his country. We became ; 
verbose after a while that Mr. Manson. announced 
that we would be here for several weeks. Mr. Kirk, 
who was presiding, grew so alarmed that he finally 
concluded that we had been out of order In dis
cussing these things for the last forty minutes or 
so. The only trouble was that he hadn’t reached 
this conclusion forty minutes earlier.

Meanwhile, mr. speaker was pondering, 
while we waited In an agony of suspense. 

He returned presently and ruled that Mr. Twigg 
was entirely wrong in every particular. Thereupon , 
the milk bill debate was launched In real earnest. 
Speaker after speaker rose to defend the blM or 
attack It, and for three hours we could not be

sure what would happen. It was ln- 
; terestlng, though, to see so many mem
bers urging the Milk Act amendments 
to strengthen a principle which they 
roundly condemned. On and on went 
the debate Into the night. Even 
spirited address by Mr. Kirk (with the 
declaration that liberty meant more to 
him than dollars) could not rouse us 
from the exhaustion of such a day. 
Even Mr. Uphill’s breezy closing speech 
(In which he somehow dragged potatoes 
Into the milk discussion and asked the 
Speaker to make him a present of the 
sacred mace which he called “that 
there potato masher”) could alter the 
final verdict by one vote. All the de' 
bate could do was to put us on record 
for future generations.

MILK BILL AMENDMENTS

PRECISELY AT midnight the divi
sion, one of the most vital of the 

session, was called and our suspense 
was at an end. The milk bill amend 
ments carried twenty-one votes to 
fifteen and that was that. But It was 
by no means the end of our working 
day. As this was written at 1 am. 
we were ploughing through legislation 
at such a rate that we believed the 
whole order paper would be clear be
fore morning, so that we could go home 
befbre another nightfall. Having 
settled milk and fruit no one had any 
heart for anything else and bills went 
through three stages at a leap, for by 
this time the House was determined tc 

j wind up. Once having determined that 
nothing, not even Mr. Pattullo or the 
ordinary consideration of humanity, 

. would stop It#

-

- wsgm

Amendments to the milk
legislation enacted in the session of 1929 

in the interests of the dairy farmers of the Fraser 
Valley are now resting peacefully, for a time 

I in any case, among the statutes of this province. 
They have had a dizzy ride for a month or 
more, and during their progress they gave to 
the meek and lowly, but very necessary, com
modity they dealt with, a prominence in the 
public roihd which even beer in its palmiest 
days never was able to achieve, although beer 
as a subject of controversy probably has greater 
staying powers. Nor has beer had a more 
energetic and persistent lobby from advocates 
and opponents than milk as it is represented by 
the amendments which yesterday evening were 
passed by the House.

The amendments which finally emerged 
into the daylight did not wear the same bright 

" .. raiment they wore when they entered the dark 
aJid forbidding passage of legislative considera- 

• tiqo. Here and there they have been shorn 
.‘‘of 8<>ine buttons; here and there may be seen a 

two and a patch or two. They ran intp 
j,a. formidable obstacle several days ago when 

the Speaker rejected them on the ground that 
they Were in conflict with the rules and practice 
W the House, and their supporters hastily had 

t them altered in such a way as to remove the 
Speaker's objections. With these repairs they 

.passed through the barrage raised by their op
ponents, who included Hon. W. C. Shelly, 
William Dick and Thos. Kirk—all Vancouver 
members—and under the frowning eye of 

gfelMayor L. D. Taylor they received the endorse
ment of the Legislature by a comfortable 

.^majority.
f\ The advocates of these amendments claim 
[that they are designed to give the milk Iegisla- 

. ; jtion of other sessions a better chance of proving 
* ‘.its usefulness. Opponents declare that legisla

tion of this kind violates fundamental economic 
;and natural laws and therefore can not be im- 

; .proved by any amendment. We shall not have 
-•v^ wait long for a decision on this conflict of 

jpp| gView which will not lend itself to camouflage 
y either side. One proof will be the price 

. .'«id quality of milk sold by the Fraser Valley
combine in Greater Vancouver. Another will 
be the economic condition of the producers them
selves. No smoke screen will be dense enough 
to obscure the evidence in either case.

As a rule legislation of this kind multiplies 
itself. The original measure makes cracks in 

£ |the economic structure which calls for fresh 
^ 'legislative cement, and the edifice in the long 

run becomes undermined by so much patching 
and collapses. The present milk legislation 

<. .v may prove an exception from this rule. We 
it will, and that it will be an effective 

factor in bringing prosperity to the fertile 
Fraser Valley and the important industry whose 
interests its supporters claim it will promote, 
without, however, penalizing the large body of 
consumers in Vancouver. All this will become 
manifest before very long, assuming the consti
tutionality of. the measure is upheld by the 
courts, to which it is bound to be taken by 
those who oppose it.

The legislation at this stage does not directly 
involve producers of any other district than the 
Fraser Valley, and is of no immediate concern 
Jjo Victoria. Other districts must vote them
selves under the measure before it can be made 
applicable to them. Whether they will do so 
or not will depend upon the outcome of this 
striking experiment instituted by the producerr 
of the Fraser Valley under the patronage of 
the provincial Legislature.
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Wednesday, April 1, 1931

OMENTAL EXCLUSION

Across The Bay lngs. Their story, in a word, was that Mr. Speaker 
Davie had refused to allow them to occupy the 
seats on the floor of the House which they have 
occupied most of the session, and these seats re
mained empty most of the afternoon. The Mayor 
(with many picturesque adjectives not within the 
rules of parliament) said It was an outrage, an 
Insult to Vanobuver and what-not. and with Mr, 
Williams and his red tie and fawn overcoat, he 
marched out of the buildings and over to the 
Empress Hotel.

ORIENTAL IMMIGRATION IS A
subject which concerns British Columbia 

more than any other province in the Dominion. 
Because of this obvious fact, coupled with other 
by no means unimportant considerations, it is 
a matter which is not easy to discuss in general

The dying session comes to life—on a 
diet of milk—so potent that we wonder If 
It Is going to die at all—and ponder also 
on the curious adventure of a gentleman 
with a red tie.

VC to By II. B. W.

Î Japan. He is alarmed at the growth of the 
j Oriental population in British Columbia.

Whatever may be the merits of Mr. 
j Lougheed's argument, there is an aspect of the 
\ problem which should not be overlooked by 
j those who advocate steps more drastic than 
\ those which already have been taken. Only 
| recently a large delegation of Canadian busi- 
! nessmen, under the auspices of the Canadian 
j Chamber of Commerce, visited Japan and China 
j in the interest of greater trade between Canada 
j and the Orient. Their mission was enthusiasti

cally approved in this province. The delegates 
came back some time ago, pleased with the re
ceptions they had everywhere received—and 
hopeful of very considerable trade expansion be
tween this country and the two countries visited. 
Mr. John Imric, who was chairman of the dele
gation, issued an important statement which, to 
*11 intents and purposes, was a call to Canadian 
producers to follow up the work of the dele
gation by establishing their own personal coh-

THE THIRD session of the Seventeenth Parlia
ment. of British Columbia was a-dylng all 
i Tuesday, and the manner of Its death, like every- 

• thing else about It, was passing strange. For In 
i death It came suddenly to life as It has never 
i come before, not even In the first days of Its 

youth. Never was a death so lively, so stubborn 
and so uncertain. The third session of the Seven
teenth Parliament clung so desperately to life, 
Indeed, that no one could be sure for a time that 
It would die soon enough to get us home for 
Easter. As this was written, however. It seemed 
to be breathing Its last, still full of contradictions, 
still obsessed with points of order, still utterly 
oblivious to the comfort of political parties. So 
It appears, after all. that we shall wind up the 
whole thing and crown our efforts of the last two 
months on April 1, which seems appropriate 
enough.

Imiest IN VAIN Vancouver members sought to adjust '41 
matters. His worship and his associate said || 

they wouldn't take all the seats on the floor of 
the House If they were offered on a silver platter. $ 
And the Vancouver members gnashed their teeth.
No one seemed to understand the real facts of the 
matter. As we are bound to do. like good parlia
mentarians, we paid no attention whatever to the 
Mayor's own view that his ejection had followed 
his public statement condemning the handling 
of the milk bill and the proceedings of the House 
In general. Of course not. We could only assume 
that the Mayor, like the fruit bill and many other 
things, was out of order.

reater
more
Scales

were

■jVTEANWHiLE AN indistinguishable mass of 
legislation had gone through final readings 

without a word. The opposition had long since 
stopped arguing, since argument was useless, and 
gladly helped the government whenever help was 
needed. Mr. Pattullo's only serious Interruption 
was a rather stinging protest against too many 
points of order. It this went on much longer, 
he said, the House wouldn't be able to do any
thing. and Mr. Manson, to dramatise this protest, 
said he would not dare to speak on a certain bill 
lest he should violate the rules.

r* WAS milk, of course, that brought about this 
amazing resurrection, Just as everything seemed 
over. Primed with milk, the House seemed ready 

to stay here until midsummer. It was the op
ponents of the milk bill, of course, who developed 
this death-bed rejuvenation. Beiften on the gen
eral principle of the bill: balked In their attempt 
to make the milk bill follow the fruit bill Into 
Mr. Speaker Davie's dungeon of legislative mon
strosities—outvoted from the start, this gallant 
little band fought on a hopeless, but magnificent 
light.

business that awaits them. Subsequently Mr. 
Bennett sent Mr. Marier to China to endeavor 
to induce that country, to buy Canadian wheat.

Now, Mr. Lougheed should ask himself 
how the merchants of China and Japan would be 
able to reconcile those overtures with the drastic 
exclusion action he wants pursued. Canada is 
suffering from falling sales to foreign countries. 
The government at Ottawa is facing a trade de
cline for the last twelve months of approximately 
$600,000,000, something like twenty-five per 
cent of the Dominion’s total trade for 1929.

The delegation from the Canadian Cham-

TjmiEN THE evening came, the unexpected hap- 
W pened, aa we expected. The great milk battle 

of the morning suddenly collapsed like a pricked 
balloon. Apparently the opponents of the milk 
bill had some private reason for ceasing fire, and 
they certainly made the best of a hopeless case. 
First of all Mr. Kirk extracted from Mr. Pooley 
the opinion that the Milk Act amendments were 
legal but that the Milk Act Itself was legally 
doubtful. Then Mr. Dick extracted from Mr.

luver

r: WAS a Conservative fight entirely. The oppo
sition had never a word to say about it. The 
opposition sat back and beamed at the sudden 

battle not only between private Conservative 
members, but even between Conservative cabinet 
ministers. As a matter of fact, the last-minute 
milk debate was the best thing this House haa 
done. Up to that point not ten members knew 
what the milk bill was all about, and to have 
passed It out of hand, simply to get us home be
fore Friday, would have been such a confession of 
weakness as even a dying session cannot stomach.

courts this year. Confident that the' 
Milk Act thus would be thrown out, 
Mr. Dick agreed that It was useless with 
the House against him, to go any 
furthér. And as suddenly as It started 
the milk fight stopped and the milk 
bill passed.

* * *
rpHUS AT half-past nine, after half 
■J- an hour's work, we found ourselves 
with all the work of the third session 
of the Seventeenth Parliament finished. 

'After hearing from the Speaker the 
horrible news that somebody—not 
honorable members, of course, but 
probably their friends—had been com
mitting acts of vandalism In the library 
and tearing pages out of the sacred 
records of Parliament—we went home

j ber of Commerce went to the Orient in the hope 
1 that its message of goodwill to the Chinese and 

Japanese peoples would help to promote more 
business, that Asia might be persuaded to take 
some of the goods Canada produces that, for 
the time being, at any rate, are not being sold 
in such large quantities to Occidental countries 
as was the case a year or so ago. If there ir 
any disposition, therefore, to raise the Oriental 
exclusion cry now, it will be wise of those who 
raise it to bear in mind the important considera
tions to which we have referred, to rèmember 
that the unemployment problem—m fact our 
economic recovery—depends largely upon more 
commerce between this Dominion and thé

IT WAS too bad that It had to happen so late In 
the session, when everything gets lost In the 

rush, for the milk debate developed some of the
On a diet:j best debating we have heard this year.

,] of milk, the opponents of the milk bill showed 
;! themselves capable of amazing prodigies of elo- 
’| quence and endurance. Mr. Shelly fearlessly broke 
1 with the whole cabinet to show that he knew more 
-! about milk than anyone suspected. Mr. Dick 

kept up a running fire like a machine gun. Mr. 
I Twlgg argued like an old-time parliamentarian.
■ Mr. Rutledge defended the rights of the common

■ I people. Mr. Kirk, with flashing eye and words 
1 pouring out In a Niagara of sound, told the gov- 
i ernment hotly that It was time It took a stand 
J on the most Important Issue of the session.

(to bed early, for the first time In many 
days, so that we should be ready for 
the closing exercises, mental and 

; physical, of the morrow.
■

r’ WAS easy to see, however, why the government 
could do nothing of the sort. Just at that 
moment, to be exact. Mr. Maitland was vigorously 

resentlhg the statement of his colleague, Mr, 
Shelly, that the House didn't know what the Milk 
Act meant. And while Mr. Shelly was denouncing 
the act Mr. Hlnchllffe, sitting with Mr. Berry, was 
piloting It through.

'HEALTH REPORT
NOT READY YETTHE SUPPORTERS of the Milk Act had said 

their say before, and knowing they had a ma
jority of private members and cabinet ministers 
behind them, sat quiet, which was probably good 
strategy. Mr. Berry, as usual, handled the situa
tion In able style. How he could be so gentle with 
so much provocation we could not understand, 
but it was refreshing, amid all this bitterness, to 
hear even hla enemies pay him a warm personal 
tribute for his courage and good Intent.

House Told Royal Commission 
Will Present Report to 

Lieutenant-Governor
j The Legislature was yesterday 
.Informed by Mr. speaker Davie that 
"no report from the Royal Commission 
on Health Insurance and Maternity 

■ Benefits would be presented to the 
Legislature this year, the report being 
Incomplete because of the sudden 
death of the late secretary, Charles H. 
Gibbons. When completed and fully 
documented the report would be pre
sented to the, Lieutenant-Governor, 
probably In the course of the next tew 

? months.

AND SO all day long the tide of battle rolled 
down the government benches and at Itinch 

time we bad passed but two clauses in the milk 
bill. We came back from lunch hungry for more 
milk, but there was something new, something 
really human and spectacular to . distract our 
attention. The details of this event We do not 
know, and probably never will know, but the 
House had scarcely started to work again when 
Mayor Tayldr of Vancouver t 
dors, his face as ited as hl»1 
city solicitor, Mr. Williams.

And with him the

7
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"I trust that these and the various 
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"I thank you for the supplies so 
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"In relieving you from your labors. 
I trust that the blessing of Providence 
will accompany you to your respective 
homes."
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Changes in Education Policy and Bill Amending 
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SUPPLEMENTARY
ESTIMATES ARE ipencer.

Eton, M. Manson, Schofield, Beatty, 
iBruhn, A. M. Manson, Pattullo. Suth- 
ierland, Wrlnch, Dick. Glllls, Pearson, 
jUphlll, Iioutet.
i Against—Tolmle. Pooley, Hlnchllffe, 
Jones, Howe, Maitland. Lougheed. At- 

Mlchell, Hayward,

FOR $892,000
tlnson, Cornett, 
tlrk, Berry, Kingston, Carson, I 
edge, Fitzsimmons, Hanna.

This was the first time In wl 
iractlcally the solid cabinet has st 
n the minority on a division.

Both Party Leaders Pay Tri
BLOODLESS BATTLE

Even before the singing of God SavS 
the King was completed Hon. Joshua 
Hlnchllffe, In spite of his military 
training, was noticed preparing for the 
exuberant outburst that marks the 
closing of the Legislature.

The wad of ammunition he had pre* 
pared as the last strains of the an then! 
were being sung registered a direct 
hit on T. D. Pattullo, leader of thq 
opposition, and then order papers, 
memorandums of speeches, amend-»

I ments to bills and anything that could 
be thrown was used In a bloodless battle. ------ .... ...

BITTER FIGHT
Greatly abbreviated amendments to' 

the Dairy Products Sales Adjustment i 
Act backed by the co-operative mille 
producers of the Fraser Valley were., 
permitted to pass after a bitterly fought i 

; struggle In which technicalities and, 
obstruction tactics played a big part. 

Administration of Mothers’ Pensions, : 
always hitherto left In the hands of ^ 
board free from political *-■"------

ils large
would be nothing compared with the 
,sum that would be required next year, 
j When voting railway department es- $29,158,614tlmates Mr. Pattullo and Premier Tol
mle disagreed as to whether the oper----- ----- «.-------- influence, ;

was transferred to the direct control 
of the cabinet. SUPPLY BILLating situation of the P.GJ5. was any 

better than before the government 
changed. Mr. Pattullo said the appar
ient deficit was reduced now because 
expenses formerly shown as deficit and 

■ voted by the Legislature each year was 
jnow thrown Into capital account and 
was not voted. Premier Tolmle denied 

1 there had been any change $n book
-keeping.

Both party leaders paid tribute to 
lithe voluntary work of three non-gov- 
a emmental directors who constitute a 
i majority of the board.

BEFORE HOU!... A couple of wastepaper baskets 
were hurled in the fray and as the 
battle of paper waged Mr. Pattullo 
crossed the floor to exchange greetings 

•„ with Premier Tolmle.
An Old tradition was pleasantly re* 

Stored when Mr. Speaker Davie with,' Legislature Prorogues, Leav. 
| ing $41,458,000 For Gov- 
I ernment to Spend

Mrs. Davie entertained In the Speaker’s- 
office and party politics were shelved, 
as members of the government an<|& 
members on both sides of the House 
were guests of the Speaker.

The largest budget in the history of 
the province, totaling more than $26.-»

Important questions submitted for 
your consideration.

"The ’Boiler Inspection Act’ has:
! been consolidated with a view to the 
protection of the public and those In,1 
charge of such equipment, the efficient.

: operation of which Is so Important1 
- to the public safety.

"The ‘Jury Act’ has been amended 
In order to empower the presiding,

! Judge, In necessitous cases, to excuse 
-t à Juror from attendance, 

j "The ’Mothers’ Pensions Act* has 
/"! ‘ been amended and consolidated, to 

meet the conditions of the present * 
4 time.
i "The bill intituled ’An Act respecting 
! the Removal of Disqualifications on 

Cjs Account of Sex’ Is intended to remove 
- 'A certain doubts which have existed as 

“to sex or marriage being a factor of 
j disqualification for the holding of any 

civil or Judicial post, or from entering 
i-q any profession.

"Under the amendments to the 
A 'Public Schools Act,’ further provision 

< has been made In respect of public 
education.

rv "; "The subject of unemployment has 
jbeen dealt with In a bill ratifying 

agreement, with the federal govern-
depB«k>?^^t*ijinored BmSr’o'1'

The motion standing on the order 
papers in the name of A. M. Manson. 
K.C., calling for blueprints and further 
particulars of University land subdivi
sions was withdrawn from the Legisla
ture by Mr. Manson yesterday after 

i very brief discussion.
I Hon. S. L. Howe said he had been 
accused by Mr. Manson of doing an In
justice to a prominent citizen during 
previous reference by Mr. Manson on 
development of the lands. He was pre
pared to pass over to the member for 
Omlneca the reasons which caused the 
dismissal. Mr. Manson was prepared to 
withdraw If he found himself In error.

Col. George Walkem remarked It had 
been said In debate the lots were to be 
out to a forty-eight-foot frontage.

"It would be a crime to do that. 
They should be not lees than sixty-six 
feet and preferably seventy-five feet," 
he claimed.

Mf. Manson remarked he had seen 
the Minister of Lands' on the same 
polut and It had not been settled. The 
minister had said he would hear repre
sentations.

Mk. Manson then withdrew his mo
tto” and the matter dropped.

amount of expenditures auth* 
orircu iii the supply bill which wju 
finally Introduced and passed by tw 
Legislature yesterday, thus completing 
tne passage of Hon. J. W. Jones's first 
budget, was $29.158,614.46.

This Is approximately H.OOO.OOt

Total
OTlzed In the supply bill which was 
—_uiiy iuuuûuùu «nd pzered hy the! 
Legislature yesterday, thus completing 
the passage of Hon. J. W. Jones’s first*

------ approximately $1,000,0001
greater than the revenue estimated by! 
the minister.Supplementary of $1,078,000 wiped 
out the $8,000 surplus predicted In the, 
budget speech.As the last of the budget resolutions 
was put and adopted and the supply; 
bill was given its third reading, T. D, 
Pattullo, opposition leader, drew atten
tion to the fact that the usual gov*

I ernment applause on such occasions 
was lacking.

I The_ Legislature prorogues leaving

NEW TAXATION
New taxation estimated to yield $2,*| 

500,000 and affecting every citizen o$ 
the province was Imposed.

Drastic changes in educational 
policy, centralizing in the hands of , 

I Hon. Joshua Hlnchllffe, Minister of the minister.

by the-

the name of Hon. W.

■
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(Mayor Was Rude 
Says Speaker In 
Report To House

airy Bill Passes 
fith Early Test In 
ourts Agreed Upon

toubts on Legality of Dairy Products Sales Adjust
ment Act Voiced by Attorney-General Pooley as 
Amending Bill Sails Smoothly Into Port When 
Warring Faction Compromise in View of Legal 
Action Promised.

: Seat Would Have Been Found for Vancouver’s Chief 
Magistrate and City Solicitor, Says Mr. Speaker 
Davie; Statement That Privilege Had Been With
drawn Described as Deliberate Untruth?

! The charge made by Mayor
|L. D. Taylor of Vancouver that p 

discourtesy had been shown to|j 
him and City Solicitor J. B. 
Williams of Vancouver by refus-t l 
ing them a seat in the Legisla- 

jture yesterday was character- i| 
jized as a deliberate untruth by 
I Mr. Speaker Davie in presenting 
|a statement to the Legislature, 
jon the matter this morning.
I Mr. Speaker's statement Indicated!
1 there had been no refusal of seats.

; Seats had not been reserved by the! 
j mayor and the city solicitor, and the,

:1 excitable manner of the mayor as he! 
j stormed the Speaker's office demand-;
! lng a card, claiming he had been! 
i Insulted and threatening to publish 
] the Incident In all Vancouver news

papers prevented the Speaker from \ 
securing a seat for him. Any Intention'- ? 
to Insult the mayor of Vancouver wasp “ 

i denied by the Speaker. On the other Eg 
hand, he charged Mayor Taylor with 

! rudely appearing on the threshold of,
! the Speaker’s office and demanding a 
card for himself with no reference to. 
the City solicitor. Neither the Mayor;, 
nor the City Solicitor answered the 
request to visit his office, to see If 
seats could be secured, the Speaker

I With many of the contentious 
■amendments modified in confer
ences with warring factions, but 
hostility to the bill as great as 
lever, the bill amending the 
■Dairy Products Sales Àdjust- 
pnent Act passed the committee 
■stage in the Legislature y ester- 
id ay evening with little discus- 
cion, to await final reading this 
■morning.
| A repetition of the assurance of J. W. 
I Berry, sponsor of the bill, for an early 
Itest of the act In the courts was se- 
Icured by William Dick.
I “If the member for Delta will assure 
{this House the Fraser Valley Milk Pro- 
Iducers’ Association will take this act to 
I the courts to see If this is good law or 
I bad 16w I suggest we para the amend
ements as they are," said Mr. Dick.
| "I am prepared,"remarked Mr. Berry, 
8"to repeat the statement I made that 
5 the chairman of the committee of con- 
itrol has promised to test the act In 
! the courts, and the Fraser Valley Milk 
| Producers are ready to stand the cost." 
J “This year or tiext," asked Mr. Dick. 
H "As soon as possible," replied Mr.
I "Then I can’t see the use of proceed
ing with these amendments," remarked 
I Mr. Dick. "If the act goes out they all 
go out."
SOME DOUBT

I Answering questions of T. A. Kirk at 
'the evening session Mr. Pooley said 
I there possibly was some doubt as to 
-the validity of the original act, but he 
!had examined the amendments In the 
|bill before the House, and there ap
peared to be nothing objectionable In 

I them. As Introduced he thought the 
(j bill was ultra vires, but sections which 
! made It so had been changed.
'! Mr. PattuUo and Mr. Poole/ clashed 
!|when the leader of the opposition ln- 
jquired why the Attorney-General had 
left it to such a late hour to examine 

| the blU for Its validity.
I "It Is the duty of .the Attorney-Gen- 
jeral to examine the bills as soon as 
! possible," Mr. PattuUo remarked.
I "I don’t propose my friend shaU get 
I away with that. This bill was only 
I presented late last week. True, there 
I have been discussions In committee, 
[but Is It the Attorney-General’s duty 
i to go around committees to see what 
(they are discussing. I never heard such 
k preposterous proposal," said Mr.

] the average price paid from time to 
! time by retail purchasers of standard 
. milk containing 3.25 per cent butter- 
I fat, less a spread covering distributors' 
costs of distribution and a reasonable 
profit to distributors, which spread 
shall be determined by the commit
tee," another clause reads.

A third section eliminates the defin
ition of dairy-farmer In the act, and 
proposes new definitions of farms and 
farmers dealing In milk, os well as de
fining distributors, producer-vendors, 
skim milk and the standard price of 
skim mUk, for the purposes of the 
committee of control.

Provision, In another clause. Is made 
for audited returns by the committee

les Privilege
ought in

lens of Canada 
man army dur-1 
Intltled to vote 
I henceforth, It 
jslature yester-
le in committee 
fe amendment 
Ian Legion was 
kdlng of the 
lits yesterday
lad fought for
Kch Canada ls| 
Ing trade rela-l 
fcnts for the! 
lent against It I 
In end of the(

~ of direction to th^ Minister of Agricul
ture. The "spread” Is defined at an
other point, and provision made for a 
continuance of the principle of levies 

'on producers tributary to the commit
tee of direction. The committee would 

■'have power to “ascertain by any lawful 
l > means which the committee may con
i'- sider necessary or expedient, the stan

dard price of milk, the standard price 
of manufactured products, and the 

, 1 quantity or weight of each sold or dis
posed of."

Any dairy farmer who feels aggrieved 
! tmay appeal to the county court, an- 
; other section provides. Punitive sec- 

i tlons are also appended, providing for 
} y an offence against the act.

■

to eighteen,
vipff. Walkem, 
i, MacNaugh- 
leld. Beatty, 
ittullo, Suth- 
11118, Pearson,

hr. Hlnchllffe, 
Lougheed, At- 
lll, Hayward, 
larson, Rut-

WANTS WAGEIme In whlc

George S. Pearson Warns 
Minister of Labor on Mini- , 

mum Wage
Responding to an appeal from George 

8. Pearson, Liberal member for Na-, NOT ENCOURAGING
nalmo, Hon. W. A. McKenzie, Ministeri 

I of Labor, Informed the Legislature yes- 
K'terday that he did not Intend to allow*
! employersNmlfKlng losses during thej 
k | present depression, to take It out of thC| 
S ; workers when things get better. 
m Mr. Pearson said Minimum Wage:

MORE CANNERIESles, LeaV'

11111:or Gov-1
It Is Felt There Are Enough in 

; B.C., Says Hon. S. L. Howe
litures auth4 

which wad} 
ssed by theij 
f completing 
Jones's first I

i It was felt by the government there 
; were sufficient cannery licenses In Bri
tish Columbia, and they would not be 
increased until conditions warranted, 
Hon. 8. L. Howe stated in the Leglela*] 

' ture yesterday. He doubted If appllca- 
i tlons for renewal of all the existing 
; licenses would be received, and In that 
! event It would not be desirable to 
! grant new licenses.

not kept down when business revives.
Mr. Pearson also urged that In pre

sent conditions the employment ser-r fi.ooo,ooa
estimated bylj
/8.000 wiped[ 
icted In thel

vice should be out doing constructive 
work to distribute employment so as to

The fishery policy of the department 
I adopted last year had worked satisfac- 
I torlly, he said, and the licenses were 
i generally considered fair. There had, 
i of course, been some objections, but he 
| thought a sound policy had been,
| shaped. In answer to T. D. Pattullo, 
leader of the opposition, he said he 
had received fin application for a loan 
from the co-operative fishermen of 
Prince Rupert but no decision had been 

| reached. He promised not to refuse the 
loan until he had consulted with Mr.

I Pattullo. Answering A. M. Maneon, | 
K.C.. what would be done In the event | 
of applications for renewals not being 
received for all of about twenty can- 
-----..—*— at the mouth of the!

too passive,l resolutions] 
the supply; 

kdlng. T. D, 
drew atten- 

I usual gov*l

leaving In 
ament theij

000 in
[e loan act;
ices of tor*

It was felt

«•«s
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Lougheed Fav r* 
Seattle Bid F >r 
Skagit Prop rty

By San Staff Correspoi ent
VICTORIA, March 3 

City of Seattle is r.egi 
with the Government t 
chase the area in the 
Skagit Valley, which woi 
flooded under the Seattle 
works development schem 
N. S. Lougheed, MinistL 
Lands, announced this m ning.

"B.C. Interests will n 
injured by the scheme,”

“They will buy the lari 
pay taxes in the ordinary 

“If there is any dispute 
the extent of the area t 
flooded, the question will 
the International Joint Vfcte 
ways Commission in the $>r< 
nary way."

Speaker Again Rules 
Against Clauses in 

Produce Act

Ksp|i*V.‘

1 -

By C. NORMAN SENIOR 
(Sun Staff Correspondent)

VICTORIA, March 31.—Once more 
—and this time to all appearances 
finally—the Tolmie Government and 
the Conservative members of the Leg
islature have decided that the prin
ciple of central selling as a means of 
marketing the Okanagan fruit crop 
shall not be discussed in the B. C. 
Legislature. The vote was 23 to 16.

Mr. Speaker Davie again ruled 
Monday afternoon that the Bill could 
not be presented.

Once more Col. Fred Lister ap-
Agaln the Government majority 

sustained the Speaker’s ruling.
This time the majority was slightly 

diminished, but Premier Tolmie and a 
sufficient number of his followers to 
settle the issue, voted against the Bill’s 
introduction.
DECENT BURIAL REGRETTED

There was a tense moment as Col. 
Lister arose and said:

“I am only sorry, Mr. Speaker, that 
you^ did not give the Bill a decent

'What is that?” thundered the
Speaker.

Col. Lister repeated his remark.
"What do you mean, sir?" demand

ed the Speaker.
“I mean that It never had a chance.”
"Well, that is not- my fault, the

House has decided,” concluded the
Bitter recriminations in the corri

dors were the only outlet left to the 
fruit men and there were plenty of

A. M. Manson made one little ef
fort to save the situation.

“The Premier could still put the 
Bill in order by moving to suspend 
the rules,” he suggested.

Mr. Speaker ruled the remark out 
of order and Premier Tolmie was on 
his feet in an instant moving the 
adjournment.
Only six Conservative members 

voted with Col. Lister and the oppo
sition to give the bill a hearing.

They were Col. F. Lister, chairman 
of the Agricultural Committee, which 
labored day and night for weeks 
hearing the representations of the 
fruit industry on this question; Dr. 
C. H. Kingston, Grand Forks-Green-
wood, a fruit constituency; Hon. W. A. J 
McKenzie, Hon. R. W. Bruhn and Hon. | 
j. W. Jones, all Okanagan members; [ 
and Hon. R. L. Maitland, who has| 
lent his assistance to the Fraser E 
Valley Dairy industry in getting the j: 
amendments to the Dairy Bales Ad- j* 
justment Act before the House.

Following is the division:
To keep the bill out of the House: 

Tolmie, Hinchliffe, Lougheed, At<\ j 
ktnson, Howe, Shelly, Cornett, 
Twlgg, Hayward, Schofield, Walkem, 
Spencer, MacNaughton, Heggle, 
Michel 1, Alward, Macintosh, Kirk, 
Dick, Loutet, Carson, Rutledge—23.

Tb give the bill a hearing—Lister, 
Pattullo, Kingston, W. A. McKenrie, 
Jones, Bruhn, Maitland, A. M. Man- 
son, Sutherland, Kergin, Wrinch, 
Uphill, Hanna, Pearson,
Gray—16-Absentees—Berry, Fitzsimmons, R. 

MacPherson,
, M. Manson, Beatty—«.

_ . _ , , wa5 the closest that ]Premier Tolmie has had since 
office in maintaining the official at
titude of the Government.

A notable feature was the fact that 
after the week-end discussion making 
clear the power of the House to waive 
its own rules by over-ruling the 
Speaker, Messrs. Jones, Bruhn and 
Maitland, who voted with the Premier 
on the earlier division to keep the bill 
out, switched this time to the side of 
the co-operatives.

Following is the text of the Speak
er’s decision:
SPEAKER’S RULING

“The honorable and gallant mem
ber for Creston has asked leave to in
troduce an Act entitled ‘An Act Re
specting Fruit and Vegetable Industry 
and the Central Sale of Fruits and 
Vegetables.’

“I have had the opportunity of perus- 
Ü ing this bill and I find that it is, in 

I all respects as concerns the irregularl- 
ties for which I ruled out the previous 

il BUI No. 77, the same Bill, and the 
jt question arises as to whether a Bill 
i ruled out of order by the Speaker can 
1 be again Introduced without the elim 
j: inatlon of the objectionable matter.
I "It is a well-established rule of 
I parliamentary practice that no ques- 

; tlon or motion can regularly be offered 
; upon which the Judgment of the 
I House has been expressed during the 
i current session (Bourinot, 4th Ed., P.
! 545). Had there been no appeal to 
the House from my decision on Bill 

I No. 77, it is possible that the honor- 
' able member might be entitled to ask 
I leave to introduce his Bill, as, under 
these circumstances, no decision of 
the House would have been made.

"The circumstances are, however,
| that the House has upheld the decision 
| of the Speaker that the matters ruled 
I out of order prevent the bill from be- 
i ing proceeded with. It would be,
! therefore, in my view, an unprece- 
j dented reversal of the determination 
of the House should the House now 

! permit the Introduction of a bill which 
the House has decided is out of order. 
THE MILK ACT

"In the case of Bill No. 79, ‘An 
Act to Amend the Dairy Products 
Bales Adjustment Act,’ this bill was 
ruled out of order on the grounds 
stated in my previous decision. In 
that case, also, the honorable member 
for Delta re-introduced his bill under 
the same title, but in his new bill 
there was expunged therefrom in 
every particular all the objectionable 
matter for which his original bill 
was ruled out of order. I think, 
therefore, he was entitled to bring in 
his new bill.

"I am unable, however, in the.light 
of any consistency, to allow the new 
bill proposed by the honorable and 
gallant member for Creston to be in
troduced.

"The Crown, through the Prime 
Minister, has expressed its consent 
that the bill be introduced, reserving 
to itself, however, the right to object 
to any measures for which it might 
be held responsible.
AFFRONT TO HOUSE

"I am of the opinion, however, that 
this consent cannot now overcome 
the rule that a question upon which 
the House has expressed an opinion 
cannot be revived during this ses
sion. To attempt to Introduce the bill 
with all its previous irregularities 
would, in my opinion, be at once an 
affront to the Legislature and an 
abuse of the rules and customs of 
the House.

"I, therefore, must advise the House 
that the objection of the honorable 
member for Lillooet is well taken 
and that the bill cannot be proceeded 
with.”

n

B.C. BUDGET IS 
! FOR 29 MILLION
Supplementary Estimates 

mates Add $1,078,000

By Sun Staff Correspondent 
j VICTORIA, April 1.—Total amount 
of expenditures authorized in the 
Supply BUI which was finally intro
duced and passed by the Legislature 
late Tuesday, thus completing the 
passage of Hon. J. W. Jones’ first 

| budget, was $29,158,614.46.
This is approximately $1,000,0$$

; greater than the revenue estimated 
by the minister, so that the budget 

[ goes through with a deficit of that 
' ameunt to be made up somewhere 
; some how.
; Supplementaries of $1,078.000 wip- 
[ ed out the $8,000 surplus predicted in 
{the budget speech.

As the last of the budget resolutions 
was put and adopted and the largest 
supply bill in the history of the Prov
ince was given its third reading, T. D. 
Pattullo, Opposition leader, drew at
tention to the fact that the usual 
Government applause on such occa 
sion was lacking.
SPENDING POWERS 

The Legislature prorogues leaving In 
the possession of the Government the 
authority to spend

$29,158,000 In the Supply Aet 
; $5,000,000 in the Loan Act.

$7,300,000 in unexpired, balance 
of fermer loan Acts.

Or $41,458,000 altogether. of 
which $34,158.000 is specifically 

: earmarked for the coming 12 
; months.
i The million dollar supplementary 
1 estimates for various departments 
| were voted speedily. T. D. Pattullo 
j predicted this large sum of supple- 
mentaries would be nothing compared 

; with the sum that would be required 
| next year.
JUGGLING CHARGED 

When voting railway department 
estimates, Mr. Pattullo and Premier 

, Tolmie disagreed as to whether the 
operating situation of the P. G. E. 

i was any better than before the Gov- 
! ernment changed. Mr. Pattullo said 
I the apparent deficit was reduced now 
j because expenses formerly shown as 
I deficit and voted by the Legislature 
| each year were now thrown into capl- 
1 tal account and were not voted. Pre- 
: mier Tolmie denied there had been 
1 any change in bookkeeping.

Both party leaders paid tribute to 
; the voluntary work of the three non- 
; governmental directors who constitue 
a majority of the Board. —

WORKERS’ WAGES 
WILL BE GUARDED

(By Sun Staff Correspondent) 
VICTORIA, April 1.—Responding to 

an appeal from George 8. Pearson, 
Liberal member for Nanaimo, Hon. 
A. W. McKenzie, Minister of Labor 
Informed the Legislature, Tuesday, 
that he did not intend to allow em
ployers, suffering losses during the 
present depression, to take it out of 
the workers’ hides when things got 
jbetter.

Mr. Pearson said the Minimum 
b Act for men was cumbersome and 
not give unorganized workers a 

chance to bring complaints, 
ages were being driven down now 
■ the depression and he urged the 
ipartment to be on its guard to sec 
,t they were not kept down when

VICTORIA, April l .—Hon. W. A. 
McKenzie’s motion calling upon 
the Federal Government to ar
range an international conference
on stiver stabilisation was r---*
without discussion in the 
last night.

Notable Feature» 
Of 1931 Session 

Of Legislature
Sun Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, April 1.—Sotoe of the 
notable events of the session just 
ended were these:

The largest budget in the his
tory of the province, totalling more 
than $29,000.000, was approved.

New taxation estimated to yield 
$2,500,000 and affecting every citi
zen of the province was Imposed.

Drastic changes in educational 
policy, centralizing in the hands of 
Hon. Joshua Hinchliffe, Minister 
of Education, control over every 
branch of education from university 
to common school, were approved.

Reduction of 35 per cent in the 
grant for maintenance of the Uni
versity, meaning restriction of the 
privilege of university education for 
the youth of the province.

Teachers’ salaries are to be fixed 
by those Interested in the cost of 
education rather than in the quality 
of the product, under the Public 
Schools’ Act amendments.

Efforts of the fruit growers of the 
Okanagan to obtain a hearing by 

; the Legislature for their Central 
Selling Bill to regulate the orderly 

; marketing of the province’s big ap
ple crop were tragically frustrated 
on technicalities by the Government 

| majority in the House.
Greatly abbreviated amendments 

j to the Dairy Products Sales Ad- 
1 justment Act, backed by the Co-op- 
; erative Milk Producers of the Fraser 
! Valley, were permitted to pass after 

a bitterly fought struggle In which 
i technicalities and obstruction tac- 
! tics played a big part.

Administration of mothers’ pen- 
I sions, always hitherto left in the 
! hands of a board free from political 
| Influence, was transferred to the 

direct control of the cabinet.
It was made unlawful to damage 

j dogwood trees.

Party Disruption in 
Offing, Mayor 

Believes

F"G

Forebodings of an early down
fall for the Provincial Conserva
tive Government were brought 
back from Victoria by Mayor L. 

j D. Taylor today.
' “The Government,” he stated, 

“has done about all the damage it 
can do. I don’t think it will be 

. able to hold its members together 
; much longer. The heads of the 
i party know they can’t do it 
| “If the Government went to the 
I people tomorrow, not a dozen of 

them would be re-elected. The only 
i members from Vancouver who could 

hope for return are those who 
I voted against the Milk Act, and 
! even they would have trouble be

cause of other things they have

His Worship, who fought a losing 
fight against the Milk Act and for 
civic taxation powers on crown lands, 
declared that he "is not down yet,”
APPEALING TO OTTAWA

‘Everything that can possibly be 
done to break the milk combine cre
ate* *y the formation of the Associ
ated Dairies Limited will be accom
plished as soon as possible,” he said. 
"We aie sending to the Department of 
Labor at Ottawa a copy of the com
bine's registration papers to be used 
for an Investigation under the Com
bines Investigation Act. The Federal 
Act cannot touch the Milk Act, but 
the Associated Dairies is the keystone 
of the combination.”

The mayor suggested that the City 
of Vancouver may take powers to reg
ulate the butter-fat content of milk 
sold locally.

! NEW POWERS POSSIBLE
"We might even have the right to j say who shall sell milk here,” he said. 

"In any case, we could require all milk 
sold to have a four per cent butter-fat 
content, instead of 3.26 per cent as is 

a now required. The price might go up, 
but It would be better to pay more 
money and get good milk than con
tinue with the milk that everybody is 
complaining about.”

With regard to crown land taxation, 
Taylor announced that the 

R. L. Maitland has promised to 
action at Ottawa when he arrives 

there near the end of the month. He 
hinted that —“
TâHP **
u over.
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l DA VIE, 

Y FALL
L D.’s C om p 1 a int I 

About Seat Called i 
‘Untruth’

(By Sun Staff Correspondent) *J 
VICTORIA, April 1. — Spedklng: 

from the chair of the Legislature 
this morning just before prorogation,! 
Mr. Speaker Davie accused Mayor L.( 
D. Taylor of Vancouver of uttering a 
deliberate untruth.

His statement was in answer to 
the mayor’s statement that he had 
applied for tickets to sit on the floor 
of the house and Mr. Speaker Davie 
told him there were no more seats

“It is an outrage when the Mayor 
■ ef Vancouver and the city solicitor 
i who have been permitted seats on 

the floor all through the session 
i should be denied the privilege on 
; the last day when the milk bill is 

up,’’ Mr. Taylor had added, 
j “A statement has appeared in the 
•press," Speaker Davie replied today “to 
'the effect that Mayor L. D. Taylor and

I'Mr. Williams, city solicitor of Van
couver, were refused seats on the. 
floor of the House yesterday after
noon. and this House has a right to 
know what transpired.

“The statement that His Worship 
wr the city solicitor were refused 
seats In the sense that any privi
lege had been withdrawn from 
them can only be characterised as 
a deliberate untruth.
“There are a certain number of 

seats allocated on the floor of the 
House for visitors, and the whole 
complement of these seats was ex
hausted before the House resumed its 
afternoon sitting. After the House 
had convened, His Worship then, 
without giving me an opportunity to 

•make enquiry whether a seat could 
be found for him, rudely appeared at 
the threshold of my office door and 
demanded an admission card for 
himself, making no reference to a 
card for the city solicitor.
MANNER EXCITED 

“He gave me no opportunity what
ever to placate him, but In a very 
excited manner threatened to publish 
the matter in the Vancouver papers, 

ad he thereupon left the office.
“I immediately despatched my clerk 
find Mr. Williams for the purpose 
explaining to him that there was 
intention -of slighting or In any 
discriminating against the Mayor 
■*nself and that steps would be 

as soon as possible to provide

“Mr. Williams declined to come to 
y office. Several members ap

proached me and I suggested to one 
“> yt William, to iMjne to my office end to mother to 

*** ttl* “*y°r I» do likewise. There 
•tore no further results,
CHAIR PROVIDED
..7 m more thin one occision 
hM in «tm sect pliced upon the 
floor of the House for Mr. WUlinn,
M representing Vmcourer’s Interests’
S oJ?tho^ “* for it. but of my own motion.

*>ubt K would have been pos
sible to do the same thing yesterday 

i afternoon, but honorable members 
can readily appreciate that the ex-cited conduct of Hie w----- - x

him and, 
to help

B.C. Legislature Prorogues; 
Battle of Tories Features 
^ Final Passage of Milk Bill

Speaker’s Reception 
Follows End of 

Assembly
By C. NORMAN SENIOR 
Sun Staff Correspondent

VICTORIA, April 1. — Prorogation 
of one of the most remarkable sessions 
the B. C. Legislature has, ever wit
nessed occured at 10:30 a.m. today.

Chief Justice Macdonald, Admin
istrator of the Province, visited the 
Assembly Chamber and' read the 
formal address, thanking the mem
bers for their labors.
Singing of “God Save the King,” 

“Auld Lang Syne’* and the traditional 
jollification followed immediately 
upon His Honor's departure. In 
transports of delight at having con
cluded one ot the most arduous ses
sions old-timers could recall, the 
members hurled their now useless ses
sional papers In the air for the tradi
tional "snow storm."

Only two brief motions stood on the 
order paper. Adoption of the com
mittee’s report on the amended Dairy 
Sales Adjustment Bill and third read
ing of the same measure were moved 
by J. W. Berry, member for Delta.
ADMINISTRATOR’S ADDRESS

The address with which His Honor 
thanked the legislators for their 
labors began with reference to the 
importance of the “Boiler Inspection 
Act" and concluded with thanks for 
the supply so generously granted for 
the public service.

He reviewed briefly some of the 
legislation passed during the session 
ahd concluded in hoping that the 
blessing of Providence would accom
pany the members to their respective

The administrator gave his assent 
to 77 acts passed by the house during 
the seven weeks of the session.

Following prorogation, Mr. Speaker 
and Mrs. C. F. Davie entertained the 
member, and their wive, at a reeen 

““ Speaker's Chamber», the 
revival of an old custom which has 
K3U2® disquietude to the B. 0 
Legislature for many years

-vswpras

Civil War in Gov’t 
Ranks Before Feud 

Dropped

i-P"! of every dollar, one dol- ! ' 
^JWttototom?to tod.6? £S '

Hiswomhtoa5 jt*sya
ta ftet, made It lm- W Super-Tai Unsealedhta" S2L5Î?»* ««6m- °f the Fotofe

nc- under the terms of 
reposais put through of Hon, J, W.Tcmef

BPS?*®

(By Sun Staff Correspondent)
VICTORIA, April 1.—Extraordin

ary scenes were witnessed in the 
Legislature Tuesday before somebody 
cracked the whip and called the milk 
fight off.

One cabinet minister leading a wing 
of government supporters spent hours 
doing everything possible to obstruct 

. and block the passage of a bill cham- 
; pioned by two other cabinet ministers.
} Opposition members kept out of 

the fight and the two Tory wings 
fought and scrambled to their 
hearts’ content.
Finally pressure was brought to 

bear behind the scenes and the feud 
was dropped. The amended amend
ments to the Dairy Products Sales 
Adjustment Act were still further 
amended and allowed to emerge from 

, committee. The last bill of the session 
was ready for the King’s printer and 
its final reading.
INTERNECINE WAR

J. W» Berry of Delta, champion of 
the co-operative dairy men of the j 
Fraser Valley, managed to drag a 
badly mangled and mutilated bill 
through an unruly House in the face 
of bitter opposition from his own side. 
Liberal members fought solidly for 
the democratic right of the sponsors 
of the bill to have their measure con
sidered, but they took little part In 
the Conservatives’ internecine war.

This war reached such a point that 
Hon. Joshua Hinchliffe antagonized 
T. H. Kirk by calling him and his 
group of opponents of the bill “ob
structionists.”

“We are here doing our duty and 
fulfilling the trust we have from the 
People," declared Mr. Kirk heatedly. 
"DON’T GET FRESH’’
. Hon. R. L. Maitland told Jack Lou- 
tet not "to get “fresh” and Hon. W. C. 
Shelly, said If there were any more 
such taunts to be thrown across the 
House he would utter a few himself.

Members took much amusement out 
ot Mri .Shelly . referring in denunci
atory terms, to. the “milk trust” and
Hon. R. L.1 Maitland suggested there] 
might be more than a coincidence In 
certain features of the bread business.

What had all the appearance at 
.noon of being an all-day and all- 
■night filibuster against the Dairy bill 

y was smoothed over by conferences in 
*3 the lobbies.

. ! The Government, prepared for the 
(Worst, rammed all its own business 
through the house In the early part 
of toe Afternoon and left the arena 
o the milk combatants.
.for to hour in the late afternoon 

wrangled over technical points, 
.«nents of the act repeating the 
charges about the “combine.” 
PRIVY COUNCIL

ig dinner recess there were 
conferences and in the eve- 

•Jf JM «uwaiioed that a num- 
°f clarifying amendments had 

These were inserted was over. Jack Loutet

said no amendments could make a 
bad bill a good act.

William Dick obtained from J. 
W. Berry an assurance that the 
Committee of Adjustment would 
test the whole act in the courts 
and take it to the Privy Council as 
soon as possible.
Attorney General Pooley assured T. 

H. Kirk that the actual amendments 
, before the House were lntra vires, but 
stated the original act in the light of 
the Lawson judgment of the Supreme 

: Court of Canada was bad law. Mr. 
Berry said the Fraser Valley Milk 
Producers’ Association was willing to 
pay the expense of the appeal to the 

: Privy Council.
Mr. Loutet moved a last amend

ment making the whole act inopera
tive on anybody who belonged to an 
association making price agreements,

! but like all the other direct opposition 
amendments It was lost.
DEFENDS STANDARD PRICE

Hon. Joshua Hinchliffe defended the 
definition of the standard price of 
milk, denying that it was a price at 
which milk should be sold. It was 

j only a theoretical basis agreed upon 
! among producers for the purposes of 
dividing their profits and losses on 
an equitable basis.

i Is
plausible,” commented Hon. W. C. >' 
Shelly, opposing the clause. “This 
assists in making a monopoly. I’d 
like to have the same privilege In • , 

. the bread business. Id sell bread 
cheaper until I got other people 
into my business, then you would 
certainly pay for your bread."

• An extraordinary situation arose on! 
the debate on the produce vendor : 
clause.

T. H. Kirk and others insisted the * 
bill was to prevent these men from 
carrying on their ordinary business. 

i “I can’t say any more definitely 
than the words in the bill Itself that 
this clause is here for the specific 
purpose of removing these people 

i from the Act,” said Mr. Berry. “If 
we do not pass it then these produce 
vendors will have to pay the levy.”

“You can’t get away with it,” 
shouted Jack Loutet.

"That is a threat that the law will 
not be obeyed,” reproved Mr. Berry.
“It comes in bad taste from a law- 
tnaker.”

Supporters of the bill found it 
necessary to state over and over 
again that Victoria and outside areas 
were not being brought under the! 
Act and could not be brought under.

H. D. Twigg said the "Octopus’ 
°ould compel Victoria to come in by; 
economic pressure.

- ■ <

Superannuation 
For Mrs. McGill 

Fails to Pass
WCTCMA, April 1. — Hon. R. L. 

Maitland successfully resisted an 
effort by A. M. Manson to amend the 
Superannuation Act to aUow Mrs,

. «tien McGill, former juvenile court 
judge in Vancouver, to receive super
annuation.

Owing to the manner in which her 
; appointment terminated she was held. 
! to be technically ineligible for super- 

i• animation, although she had paid 
1 Into the fund.

A retroactive amendment to wipe 
out this disability was defeated by the 

: Government. j
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By Sun Staff Correspondent
VICTORIA. April 1.—It was felt byf 

the Government that there were suf-L : 
1 ficlent cannery licenses in British 
Columbia and they would not he in
creased until conditions warranted,

■ Hon. 8. L. Howe, stated In the Legis
lature yesterday. He doubted If ap
plications for renewal of all the exist
ing licenses would be received and in 
that event it would not be desirable 
to grant new licenses.

In answer to T. D. Pattullo. leader 
of the opposition, he said he had re
ceived an application for a loan from 
the co-operative fishermen of Prince 
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Both Workmen’s Compensation Board 
and Minimum Wage Act were criti
cized by O. 8. Pearson. Liberal of 
Nanaimo, in the Legislature Tuesday.

The wage act was "almost useless.” 
he claimed. Aggressiveness was need
ed. The Compensation Board was 
termed too cumbersome. It was diffi
cult, he declared, for workmen to get 
over their complaints effectively.

"Now Is the time for the labor de
partment to form a definite policy." 
be said. "Otherwise when the depres
sion is over and we return to pros
perity employers will try to keep 
wages down as far as possible to the

at the

be era bv
Producers to Pay Cost of 

Expert Examina
tion.

MEASURE GETS 
THIRD READING

Pooley Expresses Doubt as 
To Legality of 

BilL
T TICTORIA, April 1.—The Milk 

] V Adjustment Act will go to the 
Privy Council as soon as pos- 

! sible at the expense of the Fraser 
i Valley Milk Producers’ Association. 

After a long and bitter battle, 
carrying the debate right to the last 

: hours of the session, this fact came 
out clear when J. W. Berry, Con
servative of Delta, assured the 
House that the act would go to the 
highest court.

Mr. Berry’s statement followed a 
challenge by William Dick, Con
servative of Vancouver. Mr. Dick 
declared that the real question at stake 
was not the amendments to the Dairy 
Products Sales Adjustment Act but 
whether It was "good law or bad law."

A last-minute compromise resulted 
1 in the amending act, patched and al
tered many times during the stormy 
weeks It has been before the members 
of the Legislature, reaching third read
ing stage. The bill had final reading 
this morning.

In the afternoon It looked for a time 
like a filibuster. A solid body of four. 
William Dick, T. H. Kirk, Jack Loutet 
and W. C. Shelly, all Conservatives of 
Vancouver, fought every Inch of the 

; way.
1 MINOR CHANGES 
ABE ACCEPTED.

Between the afternoon and evening 
wsVis th* opposing members came to- 

agreed on some minor 
changes. >• :

A feature of the milk battle In Its 
last stages was a challenge by T. D. 
PàttvÜo to Hon. R. H. Pooley, attorney- 
general.

The opposition leader aeked why Mr. 
Pooley had not taken up the matter 
from a legal standpoint, as It was his

The attorney-general declared that 
the whole procedure had been wrong. 
The act had not come before the House 
until last Wednesday. The same ap
plied to the Fruit BUI.

"This procedure of having blUs con- 
: sldered by committee before coming be- 
; fore the House will never be followed 
again while I am attorney-general," he 
said.

He added that the objectionable fea
tures had been taken from the amend- 

; lng dairy act, but there was doubt aa 
to the legality of the act as It stood on 
the statutes.

As the Milk Act now stands there 
are few changes toits original form. 

h a dairy farmer who feels that he has 
been treated unfairly in any respect Is 
given the right to appeal to the County 
Court, with further appeals If neces- 

j eary. Formerly the only right to appeal 
•<! was on cancellation of licenses.

RESPONSIBILITY 
ON FARMERS.

An amendment putting the onus on 
the distributor to pay to the adjust
ment committee the amount due from 
a dairy farmer whose milk he handles 
was deleted. The responsibility for this 
rests with the farmer.

The committee hae the right to de
duct any undue monetary advantage 
which a producer vendor obtains by 
holding his skim milk and selling but
ter and manufactured products direct

[Wednesday, April 1, 1931.
r !s "Tequîred'to makilu It finally scrapped all legislation to 

I a return to the committee of all milk jeontrol fruit sale In the Interior of the 
J or manufactured products purchased ^province.
I from dairy fanners during the pre- ; It stood by the Dairy products Sales 

I ceding month. ’Adjustment Act In the Praeer Valley
The committee has the right to In- and strengthened It, but only'In the 

I spect the books, accounts, records of \ Wpectatlon of many members and of 
| all dairy farmers and distributors, and ! Mie cabinet, that It would be thrown 

to require any dairy farmer who claims shortly by the courts,
that he sells certified or preferred raw n P*“ed Important amendments to 

1 milk to furnish the committee with th<3 Lltluor Act* Including a provision 
the necessary proofs. whereby the government may operate

1 a. brewery If this extreme measure be-
. comes necessary to discipline the beer 

■ interests.
ROAD EXPENDITURES 
CUT TO $2,tOO,000.

j It cut down capital road expendl-1 
! tures to something under $2,000,000 
; foi the next fiscal year.
I j, It authorized drastic decreases In ex- 
j pendltures In some departments, but 
I .approved a budget still the largest In 
: the history of the province.

It Inaugurated an entirely new policy i 
of University administration with a 
limitation of the student body under 
the direction of the board of governors.

It provided for a new registration of 
voters in advance of any provincial* 1 

: election.
It reduced timber royalties to assist 

the lumber Industry.
It revised the whole system of dis- ' 

tributing government grants towards : 
teachers' salaries.

It put the administration of mothers' 
pensions under a departmental official ■ 
In place of an Independent board.

It approved various bridge and tun- ! 
nel plans for Vancouver and Its en
virons, and passed Important amend
ments to the Vancouver charter.

It provided for royal commissions to 
; consider the future of chiropractors 
and drugless physicians.

It passed altogether seventy-seven

OF RELIEF
Members Shout, Sing and 

Shower Chamber With 
Papers.

TOTAL OF 77
ACTS PASSED

Many Members Expect Milk 
j Act to Be Thrown Out 

By Courts.
Sr TICTORIA, April 1.—The Seven- 
V teenth Legislature of British 

Columbia ended the labors of 
its third session today with a loud 

[ sigh of relief.
As the administrator, Chief Jus

tice Macdonald, formally closed the 
House, the pent-up feelings of the 
last seven weeks suddenly welled up 
in such pandemonium as the legis
lative chambers sees only on pro
rogation days. A blizzard of papers 
was thrown in the air. Members 
shouted and sang and wrung one 
another’s hands. The Prime Min
ister and Opposition Leader Pattullo 
beamed on one another. On all sides, 
whatever the opinion of the session's 
value, there was only Joy that It had 
ended at last, precisely seVen weeks 

||jafter It opened.
%IOPES NEW TAX MAY 
IjjBE TRANSITORY.
Sr Hope that the extra taxation found 

leceesary during the present session of 
[the Legislature waa of a "transitory 

iture only." was expressed by Chief 
fustlce MacDonald, administrator, at 

ie closing today.
"It Is regretted that the world-wide 

!_pression has not Ignored British Co
lumbia In Its progress," he said, "and 
It has been necessary. In order to meet 
'unemployment and other unavoidable 
demands, to seek further sources of 
revenue. However, It Is hoped that 
his necessity Is of a transitory nature'|
The closing session today was briëf 

land purely formal. Ho business re* 
malned to be dope but the final pas
sage of a few minor bills and this re
quired only a few minutes. The ad
ministrator arrived at 10:30 and, ac
cording to the ancient custom, Major 
W. H. Langley, clerk of the House, read 
ithe list of bills passed during the 
I session. To these the administrator
Save formal assent and then Mr.

peaker Davie, with the customary 
Words of loyalty and devotion to the 
King, presented him with the copy of 
the supply bill, which, technically, la 
the most Important of the session.
ADMINISTRATOR 
HAS GUARD OF HONOR.

The clerk then announced that His 
Honor had been pleased to thank hi* 
loyal subjects, to accept their benevo
lence and consent to the supply bill.

leech from the throne had 
, His Honor left with his 
lonor and the third session 

lteenth Parliament became
of the shortest In recent [j 

was still one of the L
taxation structure of 1 
with a new universal 1 

ous small tax increases, fl 
,t of $500,000 a year to I

f IN THE LEGISLATURE

VICTORIA, April 1.—It would be 
a “crime” to sub-divide 
versity endowment lands into 

lots of forty-eight feet frontage, 
stated G. A. Walkem, Conservative 
of Vancouver, in the Legislature 
Tuesday. He claimed this would 
destroy the possibilities of the area 
as a first-class residential section 
of the city.

A. M. Manson, K.C.. Liberal of Omln- 
eca, reminded him that Hon. N. 8. 
Lougheed. minister of lands, had 
given him the assurance that plans for 
subdivision would not be concluded 
without hearing full representations 
from parties Interested.

A resolution requesting the Federal 
Government to consider practical meas
ures for helping the B. C. coal Indus
try against fuel oil Importations, 
brought a break In Liberal ranks In 
the Legislature Tuesday.

On tariff grounds, both T. D. Pat
tullo, opposition leader, and A. M. Man- 
son, K.C., Liberal of Omlneca, objected 
to the resolution originally moved by 
G. 8. Pearson, Liberal of Nanaimo, call
ing for a higher duty on fuel oil im
ports Into Canada,

Protests are being made by labor men 
about Importation of beer Into British 
Columbia. Tom Uphill, Labor member 
from Ferole told the Legislature Tues
day. They objected on the grounds 
that beer consumed In B. C. should be 

■ manufactured In the province to give
1 more employment. He made a strong 
plea for the right of the Cold Creek 

i Club, near Fernle. to sell beer by the 
glass. This right, he claimed, had been 
given to other clubs who needed It far 
less.

The government netted $230.000 
; during 1930 from licenses to salmon 
canneries In the province, Hon. 8. L. 
Howe, provincial secretary, declared In 

! the Legislature Tuesday.

SWILL SPEEDILY KNOW 
REAL El POSITION

Editorial Comment of Vic
toria Newspaper on Mar

keting Problem.
VICTORIA. April 1—The Times con- 

tains the following comment on the 
; milk legislation:

"The advocates of these amendments I 
; claim that they are designed to give the I 
i milk legislation of other sessions a bet- 
1 ter chance of proving its usefulness. > 
. Opponents declare that legislation of; 
this kind violates fundamental eco- 

; nomlc 2nd natural la.ws and therefore i 
can not be Improved by any amend
ant. We shall not have to wait long 
for a decision on this conflict of view 
which will not lend Itself to camou
flage by either side. One proof will be 

! the price and quality of milk sold by 
Ithe Fraser Valley combine in Greater 
Vancouver Another will be the eco
nomic condition of the producers them
selves. No smoke screen will be dense 
enough to obscure the evidence In 
either case.

’•As a rule legislation of this kind 
multiplies Itself. The original measure! 
makes cracks In the economic structure 
which call fa# fresh legislative cement, 
and the edifice In the long run becomes 
tmdermlhed by so much patching and 

fcollapses. The present milk legislation 
may prove an exception from this rule. 
We hope It will, and that It will be an 
effective factor In bringing prosperity 

I to the fertile Fraser Valley and the lm- 
i portant Industry whose interests It* 
supporters claim It will promote, with
out, however, penalizing the large 
of consumers In Vancouver. All this! 
.will become manifest before very long*,; 
assuming the constitutionality of the 
measure Is upheld by the courts, to 
which It Is bound to be taken.'»

E C.’S JAPANESE 
VETERANS TO VOTES

Opponents Fear Demand for 
Further Concession to 

Asiatics.
VICTORIA, April 1.—Those Japanese 

veterans In British Columbia who 
i fought In the Great War will be al
lowed to vote in provincial election».

By a close vote of nineteen to 
eighteen In the Legislature Tuesday 
afternoon this right was granted. Up 

; to the present B. C. has been the only 
: province where Japanese war veterans 
! could not vote In the provincial ballot. 
;They have the federal franchise.

Ex-soldiers In the House all strongly 
backed up enfranchising the Japanese, 

j wlth H. D. Twlgg, Conservative of Vic
toria, a vigorous champion In their 

■favor. Captain Macintosh, Col. Nelaon 
Spencer and others all recalled their 
splendid war record, and pointed out 
that the right to vote would not apply 

. I to their descendants. They would re
gard it as an honor, which they richly 

! deserved, Mr. Twlgg declared.
Opponents to granting the franchise, 

among them most of the cabinet min
isters. contended that this would only 
lead to a request by Orientals for 
further concessions, and in view of theH, explained th.t while the etch ' problem Yn Se pmvInc, during the put year was unusually: notbewlse to iLnt today it would

| large, the markets had been poor. Of 
; ninety-two canneries In the province 
! eighty-five had taken out licenses.

mmmm-.--___ way t
not be wise to aggravate It by such a

gnty-uve naa taaen out licenses. t^w
Where licenses had been abandoned"**-*'- ••vustouu iieev usuu tlljouuuueu

»they would be available for other can
neries, he explained. There would be 
no Increase In the number of licenses 
until It was warranted.

After thi 
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guard o1 
of the a 
history.

While 
year», ti 
most no
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Others, among them Tom Uphill, j, ' j 
ibor member of Femie, pleaded on ft

economic grounds as well as from 
standpoint of Justice that the franchise 
should be given.
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The Dying Session Comes to Life 
—On a Diet of Milk—So Potent 
That We Wonder if It It Going 
To Die at All—And Ponder Also 
On the Curious Adventure of a 

Gentleman With a Red Tie.
By BBÜCE HUTCHISON.

X 7IGT0RIA, April 1*—The third 
V session of the Seventeenth Par

liament of British Columbia 
was a-dying all Tuesday, and the 
manner of its death, like everything 
else about it, was passing strange. 
For in death it came suddenly to 
life as it had never come before, not 
even in the first days of its youth. 
Never was a death so lively,, so stub
born and so uncertain. The third 
session of the Seventeenth Parlia
ment clung so desperately to life, 
indeed, that no one could be sure for 
a time that it would die soon enough 
to get home for Easter. As this was 
written, however. It seemed to be 
breathing Its last, still full of contra
dictions, still obsessed with points of 
order, still utterly oblivious to the 
comfort of political parties. So it ap-

A GENTLEMAN LEAVES THE HOUSE.
And so all morning long the tide of 

battle rolled down the government 
benches, and at lunch time we had 
passed but two clauses In the Milk Bill. 
We came back from lunch hungry for 
more milk, but there was something 
new, something really human and spec
tacular to distract our attention. The 
details of this event we do not know, 
and probably never will know, but the 
House had scarcely started to work 
again when Mayor Taylor hurried Into 
the corridors, hie face as red as his 
tie, and with him the city solicitor, 
Barney Williams, the friend of every-

What these gentlemen had to say was 
soon said and resald In every corner of 
the buildings. Their story. In a word, 
was that Mr. Speaker Davie had refused 
to allow them to occupy the seats on 
the floor of the House which they have 
occupied most of the session, and these 
seats remained empty most of the after
noon. The mayor (with many pic
turesque adjectives not within the rules 
of Parliament) said It was an outrage, 
an Insult to Vancouver and what-not. 
and with Mr. Williams, and his red tie 
and fawn overcoat, he marched out of 
the buildings and over to the Empress 
Hotel. In vain Vancouver members 
sought to adjust matters. His worship 
and his associate said they wouldn't 
take all the seats on the floor of the 
House If they were offered on a silver 

And remembering the trouble

City to Take Right to Say Speaker Says Untrue toStati 
He was Refused Seat 

In House.
Who Will Ship Milk to

Vancouver.
Mayor Louis D. Taylor steamed back 

from Victoria this morning, and, after 
looking through a six-foot stack of | 
mall, he took a few ytnutes off to hurl 
brickbats at the Provincial Govern
ment, the Vancouver Harbor Commis
sion and the milk people.

“The government.” quoted the mayor, 
“has done Just about all the damage 
It can do, and I don’t think It will be 
able to hold Its members together much ’ 
longer. In fact it knows darn well It 
can’t,” he said with emphasis.

Discussing the Harbor Board, the 
mayor referred first to the action . of 
commissioners In giving dismissal 
notice to a number of the waterfront 

, police; and he asserted unequivocally 
that he has no Intention of Increasing 
the city force to take care of the duties 
formerly performed by the harbor men.

“The Harbor Board makes no con
tribution toward the city’s revenues,"

, ho said. “We will give them 
ordinary police protection they 
ways received.

QUITS IN HUFF

VICTORIA, April 7.—Statements by,
Mayor Taylor that he and City Solici
tor J. B. Williams had been denied the 
privilege of seats in the House Tuesdsja 
afternoon were declared “deliberate tm4y 
truths” by Speaker C. H. Davie In the 
Legislature today.

He explained the circumstances. A 
certain number of guest seats on theJ 
floor of the House were allocated each 
day. On Tuesday afternoon the whtflti 
number was taken up when the sitting]

the seats were taken. "His worship] 
came to my office and demanded ani 
admission card for himself, not 'Mr'] 
Williams. In a very excited manner he] 
threatened to publish the fact In Van
couver newspapers."

"I want it to be understood that 
there was no intention of slighting on 
discriminating against his worship or 
Mr Williams. I stated that steps would

anywhere with them. They think they 
are a power In themselves. They are— 
on the water—but that’s all.”

The mayor also declared with vehe
mence that his campaign waged against 
the Dairy Products Sales Adjustment 
Act for weeks will be continued, de
spite the Legislature’s defeat of the 
proposal to scrap the statute.

His worship has several plans to 
fight the legislation. First, he suggests

that Mr. Manson ran into when he re
moved a distinguished visitor from the 
House on a historic occasion years ago, 
Vancouver members gnashed their

No one seemed to understand the real 
facts of the matter. As we are bound 
to do, like good parliamentarians, we 
paid no attention whatever to the 
mayor’s own view that his ejection had 
followed his public statement con
demning the handling of the Milk Bill 
and the proceedings of the House in 
general. Of course not. "** *-

but It is not reasonable to cancel cards] 
already given. On more than one oc-1 
caslon I have reserved a seat for Mr.] 
Williams on my own instigation.

“In order that there should be ntt] 
mistake, as far as I am concerned, I] 
have stated the facts. The statement] 
that they were refused seats In the] 
House, or that their privilege was with
drawn. Is a deliberate untruth The] 
excited conduct of his worship made] 
It impossible for me to help him."

Mayor Taylor created a sensation 
when he announced In the corridors] 
that the Speaker had refused him seats] 

1 on the floor of the House. He said the] 
Speaker told him the seats he and City] 
Solicitor Williams had occupied during] 
the session were reserved for thti 
Speaker’s friends. He considered this

We could only

The opposition had never a word to say 
about It. The oposltion sat back and 

i beamed at the sudden battle not only 
between private Conservative mem
bers, but even between Conservative 
cabinet ministers. Mr. Manson indJf-l 
cated clearly. In fact, that he was dis-1 
gusted with all this delay and all this 
speechmaking, Which, to anyone who , 
has listened to him this session, was 
exquisite.

As a matter of fact, the last-minute 
milk debate was the beat thing this 
House has done. Up to that point not 
ten members knew what the Milk Bill 
was all about, and to have passed it 

i 5*? * hand, simply to get us home 
l before Friday, would have been such a 

confession of weakness as even a dying 
session can not stomach.

•A CURIOUS LINEUP OCCURS.
It wee too bag that It bad to happen 

eo late In the session, wehn everything

Kti lost In the niah. tor the milk de
le developed bo me of the beat debating we bare heard this year^ On a 
dlat of milk, the opponent, of the at»- “111 ahowed theSESve. oapTbl, * 

amamng prodigies of eloquence end en
durance Mr. Shelly fearlessly broke 

whoto cabinet to show that 
SUSdLTT. than anyone

: STûsn ^Sa^sf * $ vm
I Vlltorta argued Ilk? an old.t££*L£ 
upnwmugan. M,. RutUd*, dele^d 

, tba rights of the common people. Ur. 
l£Qt*t moved cogent amendment*.
pooling out m a Niagara of sound, 
tedd tha gmramant hotly that It was

city assume power to state who shall I 
be allowed to ship milk Into Vancouver. 
He declares that one of the amend
ments before the House Tuesday pro
vided for an area surrounding and In
cluding Vancouver to be fixed as the 
“Fraser Valley District,” for sale pur
poses. This principle, he argues, should 
operate conversely to allow the city to 
say who shall ship milk to Vancouver.

Early action toward obtaining an 
Investigation, under the Combines In
vestigation Act. Into the Associated 
Dairies is also planned by Mayor Taylor. 
He has documents which he will send 
to Ottawa in support of his request.

"We can get after the Associated 
Dairies, which, alter all, Is the keyetont 
of the whole business."

If all other methods should fail, the 
mayor says, the city will resume Its 
fight against the Milk Act at the next 
session of the Legislature.

“This fight hi* only star ted," he

was needed. Mr. Pattullo’s only serious 
Interruption was a rather stinging pro
test against too many points of order. 
If this went on much longer, he said, 
the House wouldn’t be able to do any
thing; and Mr. Manson, to dramatize 
this protest, said he would not dare to 
speak on a certain bill lest he should 
violate the rules.

When the evening came, the unex
pected happened, as we expected. The

great milk battle of the morning sud
denly collapsed like a pricked balloon. 
Apparently the opponents of the Milk 
Bill had some private reason for ceasing 
fire, and they certainly made the best 
of a hopeless case. First of all, Mr.

could do
Maitland resenting I

Milk Act
Log of this session.sitting wll

of private
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DOWN, BUT NÔT OUT
cühe Common Round

By J. BUTTERFIELD.

IT seems a little unusual to a casual ob
server that a man in the office of mayor 
of Vancouver should be placed in a posi- 

. tion where he is compelled to consider him
self—and the people he 

RATHER ODD! represents—slighted by
a great public body like 

the Legislature of British Columbia.
Actually, as a matter of comparison, it 

is probable that the Legislature of British 
Columbia is not quite so important to quite 
so many people as the mayor and council 
of the city of Vancouver are. I am not 
long on statistics, but I believe that at least 
half of the people of this province are living 
in Vancouver. At any rate, very nearly 

: half.
It does not seem to matter much who 

. the mayor of Vancouver may be in his pri- 
, vate capacity, but publicly he is the mayor 
of Vancouver, elected by the people, and by 
refusing him the seats he had been led to 
expect on the floor of the House—led to 
expect "because he haa enjoyed them for 
several sittings of the House—the Hon- 

• orable the Speaker of that House has done 
nothing to enhance the dignity of the House 
nor has he contributed anything to the good 
work of keeping the political parties repre
sented in anything like brotherly accord.

As far as I am concerned, one mayor is 
as good as another. And so is one parlia
ment as good as another. But there are





would not work, that 
would demonstrate itself after 

a little further trial, he averred. 
The legislature had passed the 
original by the machinery it had 
set»up, he declared.

Compromise measures were 
adopted after the House found it- 
self still somewhat deadlocked on 
the Issue during a half-hour's dis
cussion given in the afternoon sit
ting. Six out of the remaining eight 
clauses were ratified, two being 
tabled to see if Vancouver city 
members and the proponents of the 
bill could not get together at the 
supper recess.

The same line-up was disclosed 
at the debate, Shelly, Loutet, Kirk, 
Dick, Cornett, Dick and Rutledge 
fighting the advancement of the 
bill in committee, and Hinchliffe, 
Berry and Maitland defending its

Validity Claimed
i| Premier Tolmie and Attorney- 
| General Pooley were not in the 
House, at the discussion this after

noon, and request by the Vancou
ver members as to whether or not 
the bill had been declared as valid 
within the powers of the province 
or not, was answered by the min
ister without portfolio, Mr. Mait
land, who said it was.

Mr. Berry made the assertion 
that the Fraser Valley Milk Pro
ducers' Association had voted at 
bumper meeting at Chilliwack in 
favor of asking the committee of 
direction to take action under the 
new bill once it became law, and to 
prosecute such action as far as the 
privy council to determine its valid
ity. Who was to pay for such litiga
tion, Mr. Loutet inquired. The 
Fraser Valley Association would, 
Mr. Berry was understood to reply.

HOLDERS OF PERMITS 
FOR MALT LIQUOR 

MAY BUY B.C. WINE
VICTORIA, March 31.—Hon. 

R. H. Pooley this morning in 
committee secured amendment of 
the Liquor Act to permit holders 

j of the dollar annual malt liquor 
licenses to purchase thereon 
cider and wines made from fruit ; 
grown in the province.

T. D. Pattullo desired abandon
ment of a clause giving the liquor 
board the right to manufacture 
beer, but the section passed upon 
Mr. Pooley's insistence. The right 

I of the province to police court 
fines collected within municipali- 

• ties as a result of prosecutions 
instituted by provincial police 
was affirmed.

Third reading was given an 
amendment to the British Co
lumbia University Act, which 
transfers control of admission 
from the senate to the board of 
governors. Mr. Manson first rec
ommended the change be dropped, 
but the minister of education in-

The Legislature Prorogues
T ONG before it began it was generally recognized that the 

third session of the Seventeenth Legislature of British 
Columbia would be a critical one for the government—crit
ical, not in the sense that the government would be in any 
danger of defeat, but that it would decide with some degree 
<if finality the popular verdict on the Tolmie administration.
! During the first session judgment was suspended. It 
piad become obvious even then that there were elements of 
^weakness in the cabinet, but it was widely expected that] 
jthe Premier would make the adjustments needed before the 
tHouse again assembled.

It was, therefore, no little disappointment to those who 
'wished the government well that, when the second session 
began, the same gentlemen were found in charge of the 
same departments.

It is said that Dr. Tolmie declined to take action at that 
time because he might appear to be doing so under certain 

^external pressure. If that were the case the difficulties in 
■which the administration is now involved may be traced 
Wk to his untimely stubbornness then.

It is safe to say that, had the Premier two years ago 
.made the changes that he was ultimately compelled to make, 
the present finance minister would not have had to submit 

the House this session desperate remedies for the des- 
rate conditions he found at the Treasury when he took 

over the portfolio.
* * *

IHE complaint of the country during the first two sessions 
was that the government was doing little or nothing to 
ry out the pledges on which it was returned to office. 
Expenditures were not being cut down, taxation was not 
ng reduced, and none of the promised measures that were ' 
increase prosperity and "bring the boys and girls home 

• the United States" had been brought forward.
Instead, as a matter of fact, governmental extravagance 

hitherto unheard of proportions, more money was 
om certain classes of taxpayers, and unemploy- 
i very serious problem.

T

HEN the House assembled six weeks ago rumor 
already prepared the members for the sorry revela

tions that were to be made as to the unfortunate financial 
position of the province. When the truth, at least in part, 
had at last to be told, efforts were made from the ministerial 
benches to put the blame on the late administration.

The memory of the public is short, but it is probably long 
enough to recall that the preceding government had reduced 
taxation annually during a series of years, and even had this 
been accomplished, as charged by the new ministry, by 
accumulating deficits and commitments without making pro
vision for them, a large loan had been authorized at the be
ginning of the present regime for the special purpose of 
squaring the account.

It will not do, therefore, at this time of day to tell the 
province that the Liberals brought about a state of affairs 
that compelled the Tolmie government to levy in its third 
session the most drastic taxation ever known in the history 
of the province.

Rather will the public find the cause in the recklessness 
with which that government has spent money and accum
ulated debts, confirmed in this by the fact that, in face of 
its own admissions as to the need of exercising the utmost 
economy, the estimates for 1931-2 are the largest ever sub
mitted to a British Columbia legislature.

THE picture of the third session includes some useful 
routine legislation, but little else on which the govern

ment may pride itself.
Assuredly no worse exhibition of ineptitude has ever been 

i afforded the House than its abnegation of its functions and 
| responsibilities in connection with the fruit marketing and 
milk bills.

Leaving aside all question as to the merits of these meas
ures, respectively, they were of such importance, and affect
ed the interests of so many people, that, if the government 
consented to them at all, it should have accepted responsibil
ity, not only for what was embodied in them, but also foi 
seeing that their provisions were carried into effect with 
absolute impartiality.

The government, however, while waiving certain technical 
rights of the crown, declined to have anything whatever to 
do with either bill. As a consequence the fruit marketing 
bill, after engaging the attention of a standing committee 

■ for six weeks and after heavy expenses had been incurred 
■ by both its proponents and its opponents, was snuffed out 
by a ruling of the Speaker.

| The milk bill escaped the guillotine, but, Dr. Tolmie hav
ing ordained a “free for all,” the debate presented the un- 

j edifying spectacle of ministers wrangling with each other 
£ on the floor of the House. To this has the failure of the 
Premier to insist on leading, one way or the other, brought 
his colleagues.

After what has happened in this third session, indeed, it 
may well be asked whether British Columbia has a govern
ment or merely an aggregation of ministers swirling about 
in a political current that carries them whither it will.
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Thursday April

'or Returns 
To Attack On 

House Speaker
Japanese and Doukkobors

j RY A curious coincidence the 
, British Columbia legislature in 
'the closing period of the session 
just terminated was called upon, to 

ideal with the provincial franchises 
; of naturalized citizens of two for
eign races, the Japanese and the 

, Doukhobors.
It was decided to give the vote 

>to the surviving eighty Japanese 
veterans of the Great War resident 
in the province and to disfranchise 
the Doukhobors similarly resident 
here.

The legislature has been a long 
time arriving at these two deci
sions. Both were much overdue. 
Now that they have been made 
simultaneously the one points the 
moral of the other. The Japanese 
were granted the vote in recogni- 

jtion of the fact that they went 
voluntarily overseas, and in so do
ing recognized the principle that 
a man should be prepared in an 
emergency to fight for his country, 
or the country of his adoption.

The Doukhobors are, on the con
trary, pacifists on principle. It is 
against their tenets to fight for any 
country, whatever the emergency.
Yet this is one of the principles ot 
citizenship. The Dominion govern
ment admitted them, fully aware 
of their determination lri this re
spect.

It is because of this determina
tion of the Doukhobors that the 
legislature at Victoria has deprived 
them of the vote, though, no doubt, 
the recurring destruction of school- jl 
houses was hardly calculated to ^ 
make for sympathetic considéra- ; 
tion.

The fact that the Japanese j- 
should have been enfranchised at ^ 
the same time that the Doukhobors fg- 
have been disfranchised is a les- £ 
son in citizenship and its reapon- 
sibilities.
mmtmÊÊÊiÊÊÊÊÊÊSÊÊKÊÊÊÊ

I LEGISLATURE ; 
IS PROROGUED

Davie Kept Seats for Own 
Friends, His Worship 

Charges

IS ‘AU WET’

Referring to the action of the ' 
Harbor Board In dismissing its po
lice force, he said definitely that it << 
need not expect the city would in- f 
crease its. own force to take care of f • 
the waterfront The Harbor Board | 
made no contribution whatever to ||| 
the city’s revenues, and the city f 
would give them just the ordinary v ' 
police protection they have always : 
received. ,

“We have tried to co-operate with 
this board," he said, “but we can’t ( 
get anywhere with them."

His campaign against the Milk ; ^ 
Bill would go on, His Worship de- ! 
dared. Early action for an Investi
gation under the Combines Act 
would be sought from Ottawa, he 
said, and If all other methods fail
ed, the battle would be reopened at f 
the next session of the legislature.

Chair* Stand Empty While 
Mayor Waits in 

Corridor

“He’s all wet, and you can 
say I said so,’’ was Mayor 
Louis D. Taylor's reply Wed
nesday afternoon to the denial 
uttered on the floor of the 
legislature Wednesday morn
ing by Mr. Speaker Davie that 
Mayor Taylor and City Solici
tor J. B. Williams had been 
refused the privilege of oc
cupying spectators’ seats in 
the House.
. Mr.,Speaker intimated that May
or Taylor bad on. Tuesday applied 
too. late to be given ids customary! 
seat on the floor of the chamber; 
and that before he (the speaker), 
had heard the facts, the mayor had 
rushed to his office and created a 
scene without availing himself of 
further opportunity of entering the! 
chamber as a guest

Seats Protected
“They had been in the habit ,od 

I havihg the tickets for our seats; 
ready for Mr. Williams and me 
every day for six weeks," Mayor! 
Taylor asserted when he learned; 
of Speaker Davie’s,denial. And, as' 
a matter of fact, he had had a ses
sional ticket the mayor declared. .

“Every day these two particular; 
seats were given to us by the door- 
keeper of the House,” the mayor 
continued, ’’and during recesses; 
they were protected for us by ‘re-1 
served’ notices.”

When he learned that on Tuesday!;,: 
the seats were unavailable, His; 
Worship went on, he at once calledj 
at the Speaker’s office and was told; 
by Mr. Davie that the seats were; , 
“reserved for two friends of mine.”:

“I watched the seats from 2:30 tor 
3:30 p.-ra.,” the mayor ««.id, and no; 
one1 sat in them. Then I asked the, 
press boys to keep their eyes on\.. 
them, and I learned afterward that! 
only one seat was ever occupied,; 
and that toward the end of the, 
day."

Role Established

HEALTH INSURANCE 
REPORT HELD OVER
Sped*! to the Vancouver star

VICTORIA, March 31.—There 
will be no report by the Royal 
Commission on state health insur
ance at this session, Mr. Speaker 
Davie, chairman of the commis
sion, informed the legislature this 
morning. Death of the late C. H. 
Glbblns, secretary to the body, had 
retarded the work of preparing 
the final report, he said. The re
port is to be made to the lieuten- 

\ ant-governor in three months time.

Special to the Vancouver Star
VICTORIA, B. C., April 1.—Chief 

Justice J. A. MacDonald, the ad
ministrator, prorogued the third 
session of the 17th legislature of 
British Columbia at 10:45 a.m. to
day, after giving assent to the list 
of acts passed by the House, and 
delivering a brief formal address 
from the throne. The customary 
ceremonies were bbserved.

The last official act of the mem- 
Ibers was to give passage to the 
Berry Dairy Bill, in its finally 
iamended form. The bill received 
[third reading without division be- 
ng asked.

Freed from restraint, the mem-
irs cleared their legislative desks 

swirl that sent a thousand 
iocuments spinning into the air at 
nee, and joined for a while in 
inging "Loch Lomond" and "Hail! 

11! the Gang’s All Here!"
The retirement of His Honor, 

,nd the singing of the National 
.ntbem, preceded the customary 

which signalized the end :
Feb.

Mr. Speaker might not have, 
thought he was being discourteous, 
the mayor continued, but it was an •.,, 
established rule that when the may
or of Vancouver went over to Vic-j 
torla a seat was always reserved ! 
for him. ;

“I might add,” His Worship fin-f 
ished, "that the doorkeeper told me i 
he had reserved the seats for me 
as usual Tuesday afternoon, but gotj, 
called down for it, as well as fori! 
reserving them at all during the

His Worship intim«ted that de- ; 
spite the loss of his battlçs against 
the Dairy Products Sales Adjust
ment Act, and for the city’s right 
to tax crown waterfront lands, he 
was still full of fight on both pro

hullabaloo i
pf the a


