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The Intent and Purpose of Transvestia

ENTERTAINMENT -  EDUCATION -  EXPRESSION

TRANSVESTIA id  p u b l i s h e d  b y ,  f o r  and a b o u t  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  f o r  
th e  p u rp ose  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a c e n t e r  a b ou t w hich  p e o p le  i n t e r e s t e d  
in  th e  f i e l d  may g a th e r *  I t s  p a g e s  w i l l  p r o v id e  E n ter ta in m e n t  
f o r  th e  i n i t i a t e d ;  E d u ca t io n  f o r  t h o s e  who s e e  e v i l  where none  
e x i s t s ;  and E x p r e s s io n  o f  o p in io n  b o th  l a y  and p r o f e s s i o n a l *  
D i s c u s s i o n ,  s h a r in g  i d e a s  and e x p e r ie n c e s  a l l  l e a d  to  g r e a t e r  
u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  any f a c e t  o f  human b e h a v io u r .

TRANSVESTIA s e e k s  to  p r o v id e  in f o r m a t io n  b o th  t o  and ab out  
T r a n s v e s t i t e s  and T r a n s v e s t i s m  in  o rd er  to  broaden th e  under
s t a n d in g  o f  t h i s  form o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  e x p r e s s i o n ,  n o t  o n ly  among 
t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  i t ,  b u t by f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  who may 
f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d .

TRANSVESTIA a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a means o f  g a t h e r in g  in fo r m a t io n  a s  
w e l l  a s  d i s s e m i n a t i n g  i t .  M ed io a l  s o i e n o e  h as  no a d eq u a te  means 
o f  c o n t a c t i n g  and i n t e r v i e w i n g  enough T r a n s v e s t i t e s  who a re  r e -  
s o n a b ly  w e l l  a d j u s t e d  to  t h e i r  problem  and n o t  c o m p l ic a te d  by 
o th e r  p s y o h o - s o o i a l  b e h a v io u r  p a t t e r n s  to  form any w e l l  con
s i d e r e d  o p in i o n s  a b o u t  th e  s u b j e c t .  T h is  m agasine has and 
w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  p r o v id e  r e s e a r c h  m a t e r i a l  to  f u r t h e r  th e  under
s t a n d in g  o f  T r a n s v e s t i s m  by p s y c h i a t r i s t s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c 
i o l o g i s t s ,  l a w y e r s ,  j u r i s t s  and p o l i c e  o f f i c i a l s

KNOWLEDGE 
UNDERSTANDING 
ACCEPTANCE 
PEACE OF MIND

i s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  
i s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  
i s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  
i s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f

UNDERSTANDING 
ACCEPTANCE 
PEACE OF MIND 
HAPPINESS

But u n h a p p i n e s s , l o n e l i n e s s  and f e a r  have to o  lo n g  been th e  l o t  
o f  th e  T r a n s v e s t i t e .  I t  i s  t o  be hoped t h a t  TRANSVESTIA oan 
h e lp  th ro u g h  k now ledge  t o  b r in g  u n d e r s ta n d in g  and h a p p in e s s .

*** ***
HWhen you make th e  two o n e , . . . . a n d  when you make th e  MALE AND 
THE FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE— th en  s h a l l  you e n t e r  th e  Kingdom."

The above i s  a  " s a y in g  o f  J esu s"  
from th e  "G ospel A o o o rd in g  t o  Thomas."
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by J e a n  (FPE-  9-  C-  3)

In a l l  of l i fe's  unusual exp er ien ces  there  is a beginning.
Mine was at age four  and a half .  P e rha ps  viv id m e m o r ie s  of our  
infant y e a r s  a r e  r a r e ,  but m y  f i r s t  reco l lec t ions  of the "Girl"  
a r e  v e r y  c l e a r .

My childhood was an iso la ted and lonely  ex is tence .  Due to 
m y F a th e r ' s  em ployment ,  his res idence  was in distant c i t ies  in 
m y e a r l y  l ife and I saw li tt le  of him. My Mother  was employed  
throughout a l l  of m y  youth, so m y only contact with h e r  was a 
b r i e f  per iod  in the evenings and weekends.

Consequently,  I was  r e a r e d  by m y  G randm other  who s e v e r e l y  
l im ited  m y  development  during m y  childhood, by preventing con
tact  with other  ch i ld ren .

Undismayed, I sought companions in m y  imagination,  - -and  
did indeed find one, - - A  Lit t le  G i r l  - - in the clothes  c lo s e t -  - with 
the aid of m y  o lder  s i s t e r ' s  c lo thes ,  of co u rse .

M y c r o s s - d r e s s i n g  continued throughout m y childhood, a lways  
in s e c r e t  and without d i s c o v e ry .  By the t im e I was  e le ve n  y e a r s  
of age, I had p r o g r e s s e d  to the point of complete  fem ale  a t t i re ,  
d r e s s e s ,  h ig h -h e e ls ,  coat and s c a r f  for  a f t e r - d a r k  s t ro l l s  in the 
neighborhood.  A s  I was la rge  fo r  m y  age, m y  s i s t e r ' s  clothes  
f it  me quite w e l l ,  though she was four  y e a r s  m y  senior .

I e x p e r ie n c e d  m y  f i r s t  shocking re v e la t io n  when I was e leven.  
I was  told that a l l  m a le s  that c r o s s - d r e s s e d  w e r e  homosexual .

My life a l t e re d  d r a s t i c a l l y  at this point, and I rebe l led  at the 
thought of any a ssoc ia t io n  with m a le s ,  cons ider ing  al l  contact d e 
viant,  h o w e v e r  c a su a l .
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(I was nineteen y e a r s  old be fo re  I found m edica l  data that 
ac cura te ly  de scr ibed  m y behaviour .  )

I pursued the m anly  a r ts  and sports  with v igor  and tenaci ty  to 
’p r o v e ’ to m y s e l f  and to aLL the w o r ld  that I was  not only m ale ,  
but a sup er io r  male .

In swimming, diving and gym nast ics  I succeeded a d m irab ly .  
Unfortunately,  I shunned a l l  c lose  re la t ionships  with other m a le s ,  
and was constant ly  in di f f iculty  with them a l l .  I was  f requent ly  
involved in f ights,  but se ldom lost  as m y  m i ld  nature  and quiet  
appearance be lied an inner  fu ry  that took m any by s u r p r i s e .

It took me many y e a r s  to f i n a l l y  o ve rc o m e  this antagonism  
through understanding its ca u se s .  My middle  and late teens w e r e  
l a rg e ly  spent in school ,  working, indulging in spo r ts  and g i r l 
chasing (never  any p rob le m  there) .

At seventeen I exp er im ented  with m y  f i r s t  public exposure  of 
the ”G i r l M, and although m y height did invite some speculation,  
m y a t t i re  and m ake-up  p r o v e d  suf f ic ien t ly  sk i l l fu l  to thwart  d e 
tection.

My success  encouraged f a i r l y  f requent  public ex cu rs ion s  unti l  
I en l is ted  in the s e r v i c e  in '41.

A r m y  life and the exc i tem ent  of the P a r a t r o o p  Infantry  f o s t e r 
ed a de term inat ion  within me to f o r e v e r  r id  m y s e l f  of m y  ’h a b i t ’ . 
So, fo r  n e a r l y  th re e  y e a r s  I found it im p r a c t i c a l  to do other  than 
r e f r a i n  f r o m  m y  TV p r a c t i c e s .

In e a r l y  ’43 I was s e r i o u s ly  in jured  in the So. P a c i f ic  and r e 
mained hospita l ized  for  eight and a ha l f  months. During this p e r 
iod I d rea m ed  constant ly  of feminine f in e r y  and F e m m e - D r e s s i n g ,  
and be fo re  I was  d ischarged ,  I was  ’cl imbing the w a l l s '  in f r u s 
t ra t ion .

My f i r s t  acts im m e d ia te ly  upon d isc h a rg e  w e r e  to se c u re
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p r iv a te  q u a r t e r s  and outfit  the " G i r l” in a sui table  w a rd ro b e .  
(R e m e m b e r  shoe rat ioning g i r l s ? )  My F e m m e - D r e s s i n g  contin
ued f a i r l y  constant  with b r i e f  pe r iods  of discontinuance whi le I 
s truggled  against  m y  n a tu ra l  ( feminine) inc l inat ions .

In '47 I gave up f o r e v e r  any fu r th e r  at tempts  to r id  m y s e l f  of 
m y  other  p e r s o n a l i t y  and began learn ing to l ive  with m y s e l f  (and 
h e r ) .  This dec is ion  f in a l ly  led me to the path of t rue  unde rs tand
ing, peace  of mind and a ’b a l a n c e 1, so n e c e s s a r y  in a l l  p e r s o n 
a l i t i e s ,  m a le  or  fe m a le .  M y m ascu l ine  na ture  benefi ted i m m e a s 
u r a b l y  f r o m  m y  dec is ion .  I found that I was able to soften m y  
atti tudes to w a rd  p e o p le  as a m a le ,  and g rad ua l ly  began to fee l  
l e s s  inhibi ted about exposing the "Girl".

N eedless  to say,  I have  delved deeply  into studies of unusual  
human b e h a v io r ,  - - s e a rc h in g  through texts  and jou rna ls  in public  
and hospita l  r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r i e s .  The g e n e ra l  knowledge a c c u m 
ulated r e la t i v e  to psychology  and p s y c h ia t r y  has been helpful,  but 
as we a l l  know, m e d ic a l  sc ience  has  not been able to cope adequat
e ly  with p ro b le m s  of g r e a t  magnitude, w e l l  defined, much less  
the d i le m m a  faced by such a m in o r i t y  as we.

I am now able to look back only, - -a t  a l l  r e a l l y  se r io u s  p r o b 
lem s a s s o c ia te d  with m y  dual na ture ,  having made a l l  important  
ad justm ents  y e a r s  ago. I f e e l  g re a t  happiness  in l iving two l ives ,  
though I much p r e f e r  the "Girt" and c a te r  to h e r  whims and d e 
s i r e s  as  much as mundane r e sp o n s ib i l i t i e s  w i l l  al low.

My unso lved  p ro b le m s  a r e  few, - -p ro b a b ly  the m ost  important  
is the d e s i r e  fo r  m a r r i a g e ,  - - I  continue to fe e l  confident that some  
day I w i l l  m e e t  that 'ce r ta in  someone' ,  and find the happy lasting  
union I long fo r .

As  has been said  b e fo re ,  we F . P .  's have much m ore  to o f fe r  
a wom an (R .G .  ) than any "average"  man.

Through the y e a r s  I have  studied the fe m a le  mode of living
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in infinite detail  and g rea t  c a r e ,  se lec t ing  subjects  whose a t t r a c t 
iveness ,  tas te  and p e rs o n a l i t y  insp i red  emulat ion. B ased  on m y  
observa t ions ,  I have t r i e d  to develop m y  p e rs o n a l  t r a i t s ,  a p p e a r 
ance, and habits to c r e a t e  the m ost  f a v o ra b le  feminine i l lu s ion  
pos sible.

I have a consuming in te r e s t  in a l l  feminine  fashion, and have  
a passion for  shoes and hats .

In working out m y  a p p a re l  needs ,  I have  becom e f a i r l y  sk i l led  
in d ressm aking ,  and have  deve loped m y  own f igure  foundation  
quite s a t i s f a c to r i l y .  A f t e r  c o n s id e ra b le  exper im ent ing ,  I m o l d 
ed m y g ird le  and b r e a s t  pads to f it  s tandard  f igure  s iz e s .  This  
has been a g re a t  aid in purchasing  m e rc h a n d is e  requ ir ing  no al
terat ions  .

I ’m ta l l ,  6' and weigh 172 lbs.  , am long -w ais ted ,  so I w e a r  
s izes  18 and 20 (tal l).

Being sm al l -boned ,  I am  b le s s e d  with sm a l l  hands and feet  
(for a "Girl" m y  s ize  that is) and w e a r  s ize  9 1/2 A  o r  10 A A  
shoe. I have a lw ays  fe lt  that it is v e r y  im portan t  to d r e s s  c a r e 
fu lly  and in good tas te  r a t h e r  than be co ncerned  about the la tes t  
sty le  which changes so quick ly .  C e r ta in  bas ic  en sem bles  change  
l i t t le f ro m  y e a r  to y e a r ,  lending th e m s e lv e s  e a s i l y  to r e s t y l e .
It has been m y p ra c t ic e  to pu rcha se  only qual i ty  i tems (I watch  
the sales  ca re fu l ly ) ,  and have the understanding a s s i s ta n c e  of 
s e v e r a l  s a l e s g i r l s  in local shops.

I have a few confidants of long durat ion (My h a i r - d r e s s e r  and 
d re s s  m ak er) ,  but s t i l l  p ra c t ic e  m y F. P . ing with g re a t  c a r e  and 
utmost  d isc re t ion .

I have found it is best  to plan c a r e f u l l y  and with  purpose .  
A i m l e s s n e s s  can lead to d i s a s t e r  and r e g r e t .  I

I have not w orn  a wig fo r  quite a few y e a r s ,  though I have had 
some that p ro v e d  s a t i s f a c t o ry ,  I much p r e f e r  m y  own h a i r ,  which
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sty les  e a s i l y .  I have p ra c t ic e d  e x te n s iv e ly  with makeup and have  
tended towards  a m o re  subdued and na tu ra l  look fo r  s e v e r a l  yea rs .  
I am able to use le s s  foundation as m y  b e a rd  thins g ra d u a l ly  
(through e le c t r o ly s i s ) ,  so I am able to achieve  a good r e s u l t  with  
base, powder,  l ipst ick  and only a l i t t le  eyeshadow. My dark  
lashes requ i re  no m a s c a r a  (unless I go d ra m a t ic ) .  N atura l ly ,  I 
continually seek to im prove  and p e r fe c t  a l l  asp ec ts  of the " G i r l ” .

To p o r t r a y  the inner  being is dif f icult  fo r  the a v e ra g e  p e r s o n  
or "Norm". To de sc r ib e  two people is somewhat  of a challenge,  
so I w i l l  s t r e s s  s im p l ic i ty .  My m ale  na ture  is quiet and r e s e r v e d ,  
m ild -n a tu red  and of e v e n - te m p e ra m e n t .  The "Girl" is c h e e r fu l  
and fun- loving, though not o v e r l y  d e m o n s t ra t iv e .  "She” is a 
"Lady" at a l l  t im e s .  Both a r e  thoroughly  dom est ica ted  and love  
home-making ,  a r t i s t i c  pursu i ts  and soc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s .

My F e m m e - P e r s o n a l i t y  is devoid of any in v e r s e  sexua l  m a n 
i festat ions,  and m y  m ale  na ture  has been as n o r m a l  as b l u e b e r r y  
pie in phys ica l  act and d e s i r e .

My open public d i s c lo s u r e s  a r e  decidedly  m ale  and incur  no 
indication of the ex is tance  of another  "sel f".  My p r iv a te  life 
cen te rs  about the fe m a le  p e r s o n a l i t y  within me that is the m o r e  
natura l  ex is tance .  To ex p er ience  the t r a n s fe r e n c e  into the f e m 
inine w or ld  is exh i la ra t ing  and insp ir ing  beyond w o rd s .  I become  
a whole being and l ive  l i fe to its fu l le s t ,  which c o n t ra s ts  to m y  
otherwise  a ve ra g e  exis tance .

To those who a r e  younger  and be se t  with inner  tu r m o i l  due to 
a s truggle  of na tures  within t h e m s e lv e s ,  I say  this :

No one knows be t te r  than I the p r i c e  of such a c o n f l i c t - - I  
could not win, until  I lost.  And in the end, I am the V ic to r .  I 
l ive in peace and happiness and beauty,  - - a t  lea s t  p a r t  of m y  l i fe.

Jean  ( 9 - C - 3  FPE)
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T h i s  i s s u e  of  T V i a  marks  t he  end  of  our thi rd y e a r  of  p u b l i c a t i o n - -  
s o m e w h a t  to  my  s u r pr i s e  I m a y  say ,  s i n c e  we s t a r t e d  wi t h  j us t  25 s u b 
s c r i b e r s - - and i t  a p p e a r s  in order  to say a f e w words  a b o u t  t he  purpos e  
of  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  at t h i s  t i m e .  We h a v e  a c q u i r e d  m a n y  new r e a d e r s  
o v e r  the  l a s t  y e a r  as a r e s u l t  o f  ads we  h a v e  run in v a r i o u s  p l a c e s .  
S i n c e  t h e s e  ads c o u l d  no t  be t o o  s p e c i f i c  we h a v e  a d d e d  to  our r o l l s  
p e o p l e  of  v a r i o u s  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s u a s i o n s  and i n t e r e s t s .  T h e s e  f r i e n d s  
are s u r e l y  w e l c o m e  to be  r e a d e r s  and to e n j o y  wha t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  in  
t h e s e  p a g e s  to  t he  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  f i t s  i n t o  t h e i r  n e e d s .  H o w e v e r ,  t he i r  
n e e d s  and our p u r p o s e s  and i n t e n t s  are no t  a l w a y s  i n  har  m o n y - - t h e r e 
f ore  t h i s  b r i e f  a r t i c l e .

We g e t  r e q u e s t s  for a r t i c l e s ,  p i c t u r e s  and c o n t a c t s  a b o u t  or wi t h  
p e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d  in r ubber  c l o t h i n g ,  b o o t s ,  b l o o m e r s ,  c o r s e t s  and 
t he  l i k e .  We h a v e  n e w c o m e r s  ask why we d o n ' t  show mo r e  l e g  and 
l i n g e r i e  s ho t s  of  t he  g i r l s  or p i c s  t h a t  t h e y  d e s c r i b e  as " s e x y ” , e t c .
Now t he  s i t u a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  are  m a n y  k i nds  of  f e t i s h i s t s  in the  wor l d  
and t h e r e  are  b o n d a g e  and p u n i s h m e n t  d e v o t e e s  s p a n k i n g  e n t h u s i a s t s  
and t he  l i k e .  It m i g h t  be p o s s i b l e  to p u b l i s h  a m a g a z i n e  wi t h  s o m e 
t h i n g  for e v e r y b o d y  i n  i t ,  s o m e t h i n g  on t he  order  o f  B i z a r r e  or Ex o t -  
i q u e .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  we did so s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  w o u l d  r e s u l t ;  (1)  We wo ul d  
l i k e l y  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t r o u b l e  w i t h  the  p o s t  o f f i c e  w h i c h  we  do not  
w a n t  no t  o n l y  in t he  s i m p l e  s e n s e  of  s e l f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  but  b e c a u s e  i t  
r e f l e c t s  on t he  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t he  w h o l e  m o v e m e n t  (2)  We wo u l d  not  be  
a b l e  to d e v e l o p  a p o i n t  of  v i e w  and s e r v e  t he  i n t e r e s t s  of  any g i v e n  
g r o up ,  and (3)  We w o u l d  be u n a b l e  to b u i l d  a n y t h i n g  wi t h  d i g n i t y ,  
i n t e g r i t y ,  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  and l o n g  r a n g e  s o c i a l  p u r p o s e  s i n c e  we w o u l d  
be bus y  r u n n i n g  o f f  in a l l  d i r e c t i o n s  at  t he  s a m e  t i m e .  M o r e o v e r ,  
h a v i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  b e t w e e n  our c o v e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  o u t s i d e r s  w o u l d  s i m p l y  
d i s c r e d i t  e v e r y t h i n g  w o r t h w h i l e  t h a t  we t r i e d  to do b e c a u s e  the  m a g 
a z i n e  w o u l d  j u s t  a p p e a r  to t h e m  as a h o d g e  p o d g e  of  o u t l a n d i s h  b e 
h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s  and o f f b e a t  i n t e r e s t s .

Thus  i t  has  b e e n  our p o l i c y  s i n c e  t he  o r i g i n a l  P r e f e r e n c e  P o l l  run 
i n  T V i a  # 4  and w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to be  in t he  f u t u r e ,  to d e a l  s t r i c t l y  and 
s o l e l y  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  of  w h a t  I c a l l  TRUE T r a n s v e s t i s m  or to  
use  my  own c o i n e d  t e r m ,  FEM MEPE RS ON AT ION . By h o l d i n g  f i r m l y  to  
t h i s  v i e w p o i n t  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  we  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  in the  pas t  and w i l l
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in the f ut ure  to h e l p  t h i s  t y p e  of  pe r s o n  to  u n d e r s t a n d  and a c c e p t  h i m 
se l f ,  to p r o v i d e  h i m wi t h  a r a t i o n a l  p h i l o s o p h y  c o n c e r n i n g  t he  p h e n o m 
enon and the  m e a n s  of  e x p l a i n i n g  hi s  p o s i t i o n  to o t h e r s  for the  m u t u a l  
b e n e f i t  of  b o t h .  It has  b e e n  a g r e a t  p e r s o n a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to me  to r e 
c e i v e  l e t t e r s  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  my e f f o r t s  in t h i s  e n d e a v o r  
ha v e  had t he  e f f e c t  of  f r e e i n g  s o m e  of  y o u  f rom your  l o c k e d  r o o ms ;  of  
r e a s s u r i n g  y o u  b e c a u s e  y o u  now r e a l i z e  t ha t  y o u  are not  a l o n e ;  and of  
r e l i e v i n g  t he  mi n d s  of  s o m e  of  y o u  who h a v e  b e e n  l e d  to  t h i n k  of  y o u r 
s e l v e s  as p r o b a b l y  h o m o s e x u a l  ( e v e n  t h o u g h  y o u  m a y  h a v e  n e v e r  had an 
e x p e r i e n c e  of  t ha t  t y p e )  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  o t h e r  n o n - u n d e r s t a n d i n g  p e r 
sons w h e t h e r  l a y  or p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t he  e x p r e s s i o n  of  f e m i n 
i n i t y  t hrough c l o t h i n g  was  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of  h o m o s e x u a l i t y .

So TRANSVESTI A w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to t a k e  up t he  c u d g e l s  i n  b e h a l f  of  
the h e t e r o s e x u a l  ma n  who e n j o y s  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  i n n e r  f e m i n i n i t y  t h r o u g h  
cross  d r e s s i n g .  Other  t y p e s  of  p e r s o n s  w i l l  e i t h e r  h a v e  to s e e k  e l s e 
where  for m a t e r i a l  to t h e i r  l i k i n g  or f i nd  a m a g a z i n e  of  t h e i r  own.
We do not  c o n d e m n  a n y o n e  s i n c e  we  b e l i e v e  in t he  m o t t o ,  "TO EACH 
HIS OWN",  but  I am p r i n c i p a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  s e r v i n g  my  own k i n d .  
The ol d p r o v e r b  says ,  " D o n ’ t j u d g e  o t h e r s  by y o u r s e l f " .  H o w e v e r ,  m o d 
ern p s y c h o l o g y  has  s hown t h a t  o n l y  by m a t c h i n g  o t h e r s  a g a i n s t  your  
own true s e l f  and e x p e r i e n c e s  c a n  y o u  j u d g e  a n y t h i n g .  So in t h i s  c a s e  
I am j u d g i n g  my  r e a d e r s  by m y s e l f .  T h a t  is to  say I am p r e s e n t i n g  
m a t e r i a l ,  o f f e r i n g  p o i n t s  of  v i e w ,  g i v i n g  a i d and c o m f o r t ,  and o r g a n 
i z i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  I t h i n k  w i l l  be  of  i n t e r e s t  and b e n e f i t  to my own  
kind of  p e o p l e .  P l e a s e  d o n ’ t t a k e  t h i s  to m e a n  t h a t  I am t r y i n g  to  
m a k e  y o u  a l l  c a r b o n  c o p i e s  o f  me  or a s k i n g  y o u  to t h i n k ,  a c t  and do 
as I do .  Not  at  a l l .  I am m e r e l y  p r o c e e d i n g  on the  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  
t he r e  are t h o u s a n d s  of  o t he r  h e t e r o s e x  u a l l y  o r i e n t e d  m a l e s  who ,  t h r o u g h  
one c i r c u m s t a n c e  or a n o t h e r ,  h a v e  l e a r n e d  to  e x p r e s s  t he  "g i r l  wi thi n",  
who e n j o y  d o i n g  so,  but  who  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a b l e  to do so f r e e l y  and  
w i t h o u t  g u i l t  and f e a r .  It i s  ¿cr  y o u  t h a t  I p r o d u c e  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  and 
w r i t e  my e d i t o r i a l s ,  i t  i s  ¿or y o u ,  my own p e o p l e ,  t h a t  I h a v e  se t  up 
FPE and the  F o u n d a t i o n ,  but  i t  is  U) y o u  t h a t  I l o o k  for m o r a l  as w e l l  
as f i n a n c i a l  s uppor t ,  and for c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of  i d e a s ,  m a t e r i a l  and h e l p  
as and wh e r e  i t  i s  n e e d e d .  We m a y  n e v e r  s e l l  T V i s m  to t he  p u b l i c  at  
l a r g e ,  but  we  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  m a k e  i t  m o r e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  l e s s  f r i g h t 
e n i n g  and mo r e  e n j o y a b l e  t h r o u g h  our c o m b i n e d  e f f o r t s .

Your E d i t o r - - V i r g i n i a
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'ityotv *)t 70
by D o n n a  ( 3 8-  J- 3)

Making the acquaintance of T ra n s v e s t i a ,  has been a w on d e r 
ful ex p er ience  and a comfor t ing  r e a s s u r a n c e  that m y position is 
not at aLL unique and that th e re  a r e  many others  who have the 
sam e  d e s i r e s ,  p r e f e r e n c e s  and p ro b le m s .

I had a lways  been asham ed of m y  d e s i r e  to d re s s  in g i r l ’ s 
clothing and of the p le a su re  and sat is fac t ion  I obtained f ro m  w e a r 
ing feminine a t t i r e  and o r ig in a l ly  thought such behavior  was  
something disturbing and pe cu l ia r  to me alone, as I na tu ra l l y  
as s u m e d  that m a le s  would n e v e r  want to w e a r  women's  clothing.
I am  now 38 and it has only been in v e r y  recent  y e a r s  that I have  
f in a l ly  and p e rm a n e n t ly  "accepted” m y  g re a t  longing and d e s i r e  
to d r e s s  as a g i r l  and become indoctr inated into the w ays  and 
joys  of feminini ty .

I am a co l lege  graduate ,  a combat  v e te ra n ,  of no rm a l  height,  
weight  and m ascu l ine  appearance  and have a lw ays  l iked g i r l s .  I 
say  this ,  because  as I f i r s t  acqu ired  a d e s i r e  fo r  wear ing f e m 
inine a t t i r e ,  I a s sum ed  that no m a le  could e v e r  like to d re s s  as 
a g i r l  and s t i l l  be a n o rm a l  m a le .  So acceptance of this c o m m 
only v iewed p r e m i s e ,  that a m a le  who l iked to w e a r  w o m e n ’s 
clothing could not be a l l  m a le ,  led to constant doubt and wonder,  
shame and guilt . That is why I say  that T ra n sv e s t ia  is a c o m f o r 
ting r e a s s u r a n c e .

I was  the youngest child and had th ree  o lder  s i s t e r s ,  but I 
led a r e l a t i v e l y  n o rm a l  m a le  exis tence in m y  younger y e a r s  and 
m y definite d e s i r e  and acceptance of feminine a t t i re ,  com es  f rom  
a much la te r  p e r i o d - - m y  middle  2 0 ’s, a f te r  I had come out of 
the S e r v i c e  and was working m y  w ay  through college.
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I suppose the Logical point to begin the explanat ion of w h e r e  
a behavior pa t te rn  orig inated,  would be at the beginning, o r  
where the f i r s t  e x p e r ie n c e s  o c c u r r e d .  H ow ever ,  I do not have  
the sl ightest idea w h e re  the actual beginning is .  Until I w a s  four  
years  old, I n e v e r  had m y  Long c u r l s  cut off and w o re  a m ost  
effeminate costume.  I have a p ic tu re  of m y s e l f ,  at that a g e - -  
not a snapshot,  but a r e g u l a r  studio ph o to g ra p h - - ta k en  of me  
dressed in black ve lve t  sh o r t s ,  with matching suspen ders  and a 
white satin blouse, together  with long c u r l y  h a i r .  I f i r s t  saw 
this picture  when I was  about 28 yeans  old, a f te r  having been in 
and out of the S e r v i c e ,  graduated f r o m  co l lege  and by then, a 
compLete F P .  (To use your  new designat ion. ) I was  n e v e r  a w a re  
of this photo be fo re  and had n e v e r  even known I had been so 
dressed  and was  am azed  to be toLd, ’’That 's  you. " (One s i s t e r  
said to me, r e f e r r i n g  to the p ic tu re ,  ’’D idn’t you Look c u te !"  and 
I wondered what she would have thought, if she knew how much  
I then wanted to w e a r  feminine a t t i r e .  ) I a t tempted to think back,  
but I could not r e m e m b e r  a single deta i l  concerning m y  d r e s s  o r  
hair  at that age.

I know that psycholog is ts  say  that the pre-schooL y e a r s  a r e  
the m ost  important  fo rm a t iv e  y e a r s ,  but in this instance, I d i s 
agree  com p le te ly  as to possibLe s igni f icance ,  as I have not the 
fa intest  recoLLection and I would n e v e r  have known, w e r e  it not  
for  the chance seeing of this photograph y e a r s  Later. So, I fa i l  
to see how events  of which I have no knowledge, can be of b e a r 
ing or  im portance .

During m y  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  I n e v e r  at any t im e had a d e s i r e  or  
incl ination to p lay  with g i r l ’ s things or  indulge in the i r  games  o r  
pas t im es  and in fact ,  had a dis t inct  a v e r s i o n  to anything c o nn ec t 
ed with feminin i ty  and to a ss o c ia te  with  girLs o r  to be Like them  
in any way, wouLd have been a "fate w o r s e  than death". I got  
along exce l le n t ly  with the other  boys  m y  age and was  r e g a r d e d  
as c o m p le te ly  n o rm a l  and p e r f e c t l y  mascuLine and I engaged in 
aLl the boyish sports  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  in which I was  as  good as  
m ost  and b e t te r  than many.  H owever ,  I was  painfuLLy shy with  
older  people and fe m a le s  of any age.
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M y attitude that eve ry th ing  feminine was to be com p le te ly  
avoided was even  m o r e  f i r m l y  entrenched by an incident which  
o c c u r r e d  in the second g rade ,  at  which t im e  I was  seven y e a r s  
old. We had no desks which w e r e  bolted to the f loo r ,  but o rd in 
a r y  c h a i r s ,  which some of the boys in the c la s s  would tend to 
rock  back  on two legs .  So the lady t e a c h e r  had a most  e f fect ive  
w ay  to stop such action.  She brought a la rge  doll baby to c la ss  
and any boy she caught rocking back  on two legs of his ch a i r ,  she 
would say ,  "If you want to rock ,  you can rock the baby. " So to 
m y  com ple te  h o r r o r ,  I was  ina dver t in g ly  caught,  leaning back on 
two legs of m y  c h a i r  and was  p re s e n te d  with  the la rge  doll to 
hold in m y  lap. I was  blushing fu r io u s ly  and was in numb e m 
b a r r a s s m e n t ,  to have to hold the doll  in m y  lap, in f ront  of a l l  
the o ther  gr inning boys  and g i r l s .  (Needless to say,  I neve r  
again leaned back  with m y  c h a i r .  ) I cannot comment  on the p r o p 
r i e t y  of such c o r r e c t i v e  p ro c e d u re ,  but can at tes t  to its e f f e c t i v e 
n e ss .  A l s o ,  I do not know if  such an incident could p o ss ib ly  have  
any be ar ing  on the en t i re  p ic ture .

On two occas ions  around ten to tw e lve  y e a r s  of age, I m a s 
queraded  in g i r l ' s  c lo thes ,  fo r  p a r t i e s  at Halloween, using old 
co s tu m e s  of m y  s i s t e r s '  and I found feminine a t t i r e  ne i ther  d e 
lightful,  n o r  d is tas te fu l .  The events  do not stand out and I b e 
l ieve  it was  m e r e l y  the ca se  of accepting w h a te ve r  costumes  
w e r e  a v a i la b le .  But when I was about 15 or  16, I ex per ienced  a 
definite m os t  d isconcer t ing  and disturbing incident, in which I 
had an i r r e s i s t i b l e  d e s i r e  to t r y  on a young woman's  d r e s s .  We 
had a la rg e  th re e  s t o r y  house and as th e re  w e r e  two ex t ra  b e d
ro o m s  on the th i rd  f loo r ,  m y  m othe r  kept r o o m e r s  to help a l l e v 
iate  ex penses ,  and a young p r e t t y  g i r l  of about 24 named Kathryn ,  
room ed with us fo r  awhi le .  She w as  a lw a y s  e x t r a  p leasant ,  to 
m e,  going out of h e r  w a y  to g re e t  m e,  as I was  so bashfu l with  
g i r l s .  V e r y  sh o r t ly ,  h o w e v e r ,  she left  to get an apar tment ,  but 
le f t  some of h e r  things in h e r  roo m  t e m p o r a r i l y  fo r  which she 
said  she would r e tu rn .

So one day, I was  alone in the house and happened to go to 
the th i rd  f l o o r - - f o r  no r e a s o n  that I can now r e c a l l — and I saw
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a p re t ty  d r e s s  of h e rs  hanging on the door,  wai t ing for  h e r  to 
come and pick it up. I had Liked K a th ry n  a Lot and fo r  some re a son  
was im p r e s s e d  by this p re t ty  personabLe girL and as she was  
about 7 or 8 y e a r s  oLder than I, she had a decidedLy m y s te r io u s  
au ra ,  fo r  a shy naive 16 y e a r  oLd. So I was  fasc ina ted  by the 
d r e s s  and eventuaLLy yieLded to an e x t r e m e  d e s i r e  to t r y  on the 
p re t ty  garm ent .

I was surrounded by feminine a t t i r e ,  so to speak, with three  
oLder s i s t e r s  and so had e v e r y  opportunity  to put on girL's cLothing 
i f I d e s i r e d  and I had no d e s i r e  to w e a r  m y  s i s t e r s '  things. But 
h e re ,  I took off m y sh i r t  and t r o u s e r s  and got into the d r e s s  and 
was delighted with the e x t r e m e l y  p leasan t  fee l ing  it gave m e and 
it was with mixed fee l ings  of guilt  and sa t i s fa c t io n  that I r e p la c e d  
the d r e s s  and went dow n s ta i r s .  I r e m e m b e r e d  K a th ry n  and h e r  
d r e s s  fo r  som et ime a f te r  they w e r e  both gone and I had a miLd d e 
s i r e ,  o r  perhaps  c u r i o s i t y ,  so m e t im e s  - in fa n ta sy  only  - to again  
see how it would fe e l  to w e a r  girL's cLothing and I t r i e d  to put such 
thoughts c o m p le te ly  out of m y  mind, as  unthinkable fo r  a boy to 
even be daydreaming about.

And so it was  some months Later that I yieLded to an in c re a s in g  
d e s i re  to again t r y  on girL's cLothing and I made m y f i r s t  pu rchase  
of feminine a t t i r e ,  an inexpensive  d r e s s  and s lip ,  hose  and pumps  
in i n c o r re c t  s i z e s ,  a f t e r  v e r y  n e r v o u s ly  and t im id ly  and even  
blushing in one instance, te l l ing  the g i r l  c l e r k s  that the things  
w e r e  fo r  m y  s i s t e r .  Of c o u r s e ,  again, I do not know why I did 
not m e r e l y  û se m y  s i s t e r s ' a t t i r e ,  except  that the antic ipated  
t h r i l l  of w ear ing  m y s i s t e r  s'things ap p a re n t ly  w as  not as  g rea t .
So I went  to the expense and e m b a r r a s s m e n t  of purchasing  m y  
f i r s t  feminine a t t i r e ,  now at  the age of 17.

In s e v e r a l  days ,  h o w e v e r ,  I was  o v e rc o m e  with  the feeling of 
shame and guilt and confronted with the accepted  p r e m i s e  that  
boys should not and must  not w e a r  g i r l ' s  cLothing, the c lo thes  
w e r e  disposed of and I a t tempted to push the d e s i r e  to w e a r  f e m 
inine a t t i re  c o m p le te ly  f r o m  out of m y  thoughts.
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I went into the S e r v i c e  shortLy a f t e r  f inishing high school and 
I was  now e x t r e m e l y  busy  and was soon a proud f ighter  p i l o t - h a v 
ing ea rn ed  m y  wings and c o m m is s io n  a f te r  complet ing pilot t r a i n 
ing and so with m any  other  things on my mind, new likes  and 
p r e f e r e n c e s ,  it is di f f icult  to look back and say  exact ly  how strong  
o r  how weak  any d e s i r e s  to d r e s s  as  a g i r l  a c tu a l ly  w e r e .  (And 
I know that I r e p e a te d ly  told m y s e l f  that I had none. ) O ccas iona l ly  
a c tu a l ly  v e r y  se ldom, there  would be a fantasy  o r  wonder as to
how it would fe e l  to w e a r  g i r l ' s  c lo th ing---- which I would t r y  to
quickly  put out of m y  mind.

H owever ,  one day s h o r t ly  b e fo re  I went o v e r s e a s ,  I was away  
f r o m  the B ase  fo r  s e v e r a l  days in a n e a r - b y  c i ty  and I happened  
to see a m ovie  and in one scene the beauti ful  leading lady was  
a t t i r e d  in an e x t r e m e l y  p r e t t y  sat in nightgown and I exper ienced  
a t rem endous  wonder  as  to how it would fe e l  to w e a r  such a night
gown and had a growing d e s i r e  to t r y  on such a ga rm ent .  So a f t e r  
leaving the th e a t re ,  I p a sse d  a shop window which disp layed an 
e x t r e m e l y  beauti ful  pink satin and lace nightgown and I could not 
r e s i s t  the d e s i r e  to walk  by  the shop s e v e r a l  t im e s ,  in o rd e r  to 
get repea ted  g l im pses  of the g arm ent ,  as  I was  too e m b a r r a s s e d  
to stop and be seen looking in the window of a feminine a p pa re l  
shop. E ventua l ly ,  I y ie lded  to m y g rea t  d e s i r e  to buy the p re t ty  
nightgown and a f t e r  getting suffic ient  n e rv e ,  went into the shop, 
now v e r y  e m b a r r a s s e d ,  and bought the beautiful  garm ent ,  which  
cost  about $20 .  That evening in m y  hotel  roo m ,  I put on m y  new 
p u rcha se  and was g r e a t l y  p leased  and th r i l l e d  with the d e s i rab le  
fee l ing  the beauti fu l  nightgown gave, but next morning, "in the 
h a r s h  light of day", so to speak, I was e x t r e m e l y  asham ed of m y 
s e l f  and to r e  up and threw  aw ay  the p r e t t y  nightgown, while r e 
pr im anding m y s e l f  fo r  so stupidly  wast ing $20.

Upon leaving the S e r v i c e ,  I im m e d ia te ly  en te red  co llege,  
meeting the expenses  p a r t l y  by the G.I .  B i l l  and pa r t ly  by working  
p a r t - t i m e  o r  even ings .  My disturbing fasc inat ion  with g i r l ' s  
clothing continued and I would often wonder  how it would fee l  to be 
d r e s s e d  like a p r e t t y  g i r l  that I had just  seen, or  to w e a r  a f e m 
inine outfit or  l inger ie  d isp layed  in a shop window o r  magazine
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and I now began to pu rcha se  v a r io u s  i tem s  of feminine a t t i r e - -  
s ti l l  h o r r i b ly  e m b a r r a s s e d  to go into s t o r e s - - a n d  I soon had a c 
quired  a r a t h e r  comple te  co l lec t ion ,  which I began to en joy  w e a r 
ing m o re  and m o r e ,  unti l I ac tu a l ly  p r e f e r r e d  feminine a t t i r e  to 
my own.

One day a co l lege  f r ien d  invited me to his  aunt's  luxur ious  
winter  home and I was e x t r e m e l y  i m p r e s s e d  and a l i t t le  awed by 
m y h o s te ss ,  who was a t a l l  v e r y  a t t r a c t i v e  sophis t ica ted  m os t  
s m a r t ly  a t t i r e d  woman of about 40.  So I was  m os t  fa sc ina ted  by  
h e r  e x t r e m e l y  s m a r t  e legant  and feminine ap pea ranc e  and was  
nervous  and shy to even be in h e r  p r e s e n c e .  She had h e r  own 
pr iva te  s e c r e t a r y  and a p e r s o n a l  m aid  both of whom t r a v e l l e d  
with h e r  and I was not used to assoc ia t in g  with people of h e r  f i n 
ancia l  s ta tus .  Her s e c r e t a r y  was  a v e r y  p r e t t y  t r i m  polite and 
ef fic ient  appear ing  neat ly  and p e r f e c t l y  d r e s s e d  blonde and h e r  
maid was a cute l i t t le  b lack  h a i re d  g i r l ,  who was w ear ing  a p r e t t y  
black ta f fe ta  un i fo rm  with white organdy c o l l a r  ap ron  and head-  
band. The two g i r l s  w e r e  in the i r  middle  20* s - about m y  age - 
and I thought both w e r e  v e r y  p r e t t y  and that they  w e r e  m o s t  a t t 
r a c t i v e ly  and p r e t t i l y  a t t i r e d  and so it w a s  with an unexpla inable  
growing d e s i r e  and delightful contempla t ion  that I began to think 
that it would be wonderfu l  i f  I could be d r e s s e d  as  e i th e r  of them  
and be a s e c r e t a r y  o r  a m aid  to a s m a r t l y  a t t i r e d  and p e rson a b le  
woman as they  w e r e .  I had n e v e r  b e fo re  had a d e s i r e  to w o rk  as  
a g i r l  o r  to take a feminine position,  but now I w as  o v e rc o m e  
with an intense longing to be d r e s s e d  and to be working as a g i r l  
and I would have given anything to be d r e s s e d  and working ex a c t ly  
as  e i the r  of these  two p re t ty  g i r l s .

Now in addition to the d e s i r e  and p r e f e r e n c e  to d r e s s  as a 
g i r l ,  to have been a l lo w e d  to become a m aid  o r  a s e c r e t a r y  fo r  
some woman and to w e a r  the ap p ro p r ia te  and p r e f e r r e d  a t t i r e  
would have been m y  fondest  w ish  d r e a m  and d e s i r e .  So I, who  
p r o fe s s  to have been de f in i te ly  m a s c u l in e ,  have  to a c tu a l l y  s tate  
that I would, even now, s t i l l  g r e a t l y  d e s i r e  and im m e d ia te ly  a c c 
ept a position as a m aid  o r  s e c r e t a r y ,  even  though such would  
mean g r e a t ly  reduced  income and be anything but p r a c t i c a l  o r
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In s p ite  of m y  d e s i r e s ,  I g r e a t ly  l iked  g i r l s  and a lthough  I 
w ould  h a v e  to a d m it  to b e in g  s t i l l  on the sh y  s id e  w ith  g i r l s ,  I 
w ent out w ith  th e m  w h e n e v e r  the op p ortu n ity  and m y  f in a n c e s  a l l 
ow ed .

I sp en t  the fo l lo w in g  s u m m e r  - b e tw een  c o l l e g e  s e m e s t e r s  - 
w o rk in g  at a n o r th e r n  s t e e l  m i l l  b la s t  fu r n a c e .  (W hich I m en tio n  
m e r e l y  to point out the a m a z in g  in c o n g r u ity  of m y  fe e l in g s  and e x 
i s t e n c e ,  s in c e  I w a s  then  w o rk in g  at an u ltra  m a s c u l in e  o c c u p a t 
ion , w h ile  p r e f e r r in g  a m o s t  fe m in in e .  ) W hen I re tu rn ed  to  
c o l l e g e  in the fa l l ,  m y  f in a n c e s  w e r e  in p re tty  good  con d it ion ,  so  
I co n t in u ed  to buy fe m in in e  a p p a r e l  and had e v e n  p u r c h a s e d  m y  
f i r s t  w o m a n ’s w ig ,  an e x p e n s iv e  i t e m  to m e ,  but so m eth in g  I had  
to h ave  and co u ld  not lo n g er  r e s i s t  g e tt in g .

It w a s  then  that I m e t  the f i r s t  of the two g i r l s  w ho I ev e n tu a lly  
a t te m p te d  to co n f id e  in and t e l l  of m y  d e s i r e  fo r  w e a r in g  g i r l ’s 
c lo th in g .  I had liked  both of th e s e  g ir l s  and th ey  re tu rn ed  m y  
a f f e c t io n .  The r e a c t io n  of the f i r s t  g i r l  w a s  sh o ck ed  a m a z e m e n t  
and it took  h e r  a day or  two to e v e n  b e g in  sp eak in g  to m e  aga in ,  
a f te r  w h ich  sh e  in s i s t e d ,  ’’N e v e r  do it a g a i n ! ” (In c a s e  you think  
I go b l i th e ly  around  t e l l in g  e v e r y  g ir l  I m e e t ,  that I like  to w ea r  
g i r l ’s c lo th in g ,  su ch  cou ld  not be fu r th er  f r o m  the truth , a s  it 
w a s  on ly  a f t e r  m u ch  d e la y ,  a n g u ish ,  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  and the ga th 
e r in g  of e v e r y  ou n ce  of c o u r a g e ,  that I w as  f in a l ly  a b le  to br ing  
m y s e l f  to  t e l l  g i r l s ,  on t h e s e  two o c c a s io n a s .  ) The r e a c t io n  of 
the s e c o n d  g i r l  w a s  m u ch  d if fe r e n t .  She w a s  e x t r e m e ly  a m u se d  
that I had  w o rn  g i r l ' s  c lo th in g  and w anted  m e  to t e l l  h e r  a l l  about 
i t - - a n d  th is  w a s  the la s t  r e a c t io n  that I had e x p e c te d .  But a la s ,  
a lth ou gh  th is  g ir l  did not co n d em n  m e  in the le a s t  for h aving  w orn  
g i r l ' s  c lo th in g  and had ev e n  thought it w a s  v e r y  funny, she too  
s a id ,  in a s  m an y  w o r d s ,  ’’N e v e r  do it a g a i n ! ” So n e e d le s s  to  
s a y ,  I w a s  now f i r m ly  c o n v in c e d  that g i r l s - a l l  g i r l s - c o u l d  not c o n 
done a m a le  w e a r in g  g i r l ' s  c lo th in g  and I abandoned  a i l  fu rth er  
a t te m p ts  at con fid in g  w ith  th e m .

a d v a n t a g e o u s .
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- t:
A fter  I had f in a l ly  to ld  the f i r s t  g i r l ,  she had m ad e  a m o s t  

disturb ing  r e p ly  and I w a s  c r u s h e d  w ith  the o v e r w h e lm in g  lo g ic  
(at le a s t  to  m e  at that t im e ) ,  of h e r  r e m a r k .  She sa id ,  "How 
would you like it if  I w o r e  m e n ’s c lo th in g  ? n I did not know w hat  
to say  to t h i s .  I like p r e t ty  g i r l s ,  d r e s s e d  in p r e t ty  g i r l ' s  c lo th 
ing and I ev en  p r e fe r  m y s e l f  d r e s s e d  in  p r e t ty  g i r l ' s  c lo th in g .  . • 
so m y on ly  a n s w e r  co u ld  h ave  b e e n ,  "No, I w ou ld n 't  like you to  
w ear  m e n 's  c lo th in g ."  T h is  in c id e n t  w a s  m o s t  d is tu r b in g  and  
m ade a profound im p a ct  on m e  at the t im e .

It w a s  s h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  that I ag a in  b eg a n  to be o v e r w h e lm e d  
with sh a m e  and s e l f - r e c r i m i n a t i o n  and I w as  a c tu a l ly  a m a z e d  
that I, a m an , shou ld  e v e r  w ant to w e a r  g i r l ' s  th in gs  and I to ld  
m y s e l f  that it w a s  in c r e d ib le .  And so  r e s o lv in g  that, " T his  is  it ,  
n ev e r  a g a in !"  I threw  a l l  m y  fe m in in e  a t t i r e ,  in c lu d in g  m y  new  
w ig into the in c in e r a to r .

H o w e v e r ,  it w a s  in e v i ta b le  that I w ould  v e r y  soon  ag a in  y ie ld  
to m y unquenchable  and s t i l l  not u n d e r s to o d  longing  and d e s i r e  to  
d r e s s  in g i r l ' s  c lo th in g .  W h a tev er  the f o r c e s  and longing for  f e m 
in in ity  in s id e  of m e  c o n s i s t e d  of, th ey  had a lr e a d y  w on.

The a c c e p te d  b e l i e f s  and p r e m i s e s  of s o c ie t y  a r e  qu ite  p o w e r 
ful and it is  im p o s s ib le  to a d eq u a te ly  d e s c r ib e  the  e r r a t i c  s t r u g g le  
I con d u cted  w ith  m y s e l f ,  a s  I f i r s t  a t te m p te d  to  be c o m p le t e ly  
m a s c u l in e ,  a s  d e f in ed  by the " R ules"  and then  y ie ld e d  to the  
p le a s u r e s  w a y s  and jo y s  of fe m in in i ty .

So T r a n s v e s t ia  can  be of tr e m e n d o u s  va lu e  to a l l  of us and 
it is  c o m fo r t in g  to le a r n  that th e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  of both s e x e s  
w ho have  on ly  u n d ers ta n d in g  to o f fe r  and I note  w ith  a lm o s t  a m a z e 
m en t ,  that so  m an y  of the F P s  w r it te n  about in  your p u b l ica t io n  
r e m a r k  that th ey  have  w iv e s ,  g i r l f r i e n d s ,  or s i s t e r s  w ho not 
on ly  u n d ers ta n d , but who a c tu a l ly  a p p ro v e  and g iv e  a s s i s t a n c e  
and h e lp  a s  w e l l .  Such is  a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le  to  b e l i e v e ,  but it 
g iv e s  m e  m uch  c o m fo r t  and h o p e .
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The s p o ra d ic  and c o n fu se d  rambLings c o n ta in ed  in th is  Letter, 
a r e  partLy b e c a u s e  I a m  no w r i t e r  and p a r t ly  the r e s u l t  of the 
fact  that the su b je c t  m a t te r  about w h ich  I a m  c o m m e n t in g  i s  one 
w h ich  I h a v e  for so  Long k ep t h idden  in g r e a t  e m b a r r a s s m e n t .

F r o m  v ie w in g  the c o p io u s  and e x te n s iv e  flow of w o rd s  h e r e  
a m a s s e d ,  you p ro b a b ly  beLieve that th is  Lengthy n a r r a t iv e  w as  
w r it te n  in a faciLe and fLuent m a n n e r .  Such  cou ld  not be fu rth er  
fr o m  the tru th , a s  t h e s e  p a g e s  r e p r e s e n t  a s low  ted io u s  grop in g  
for  w o r d s  and w a s  w r it t e n  o v e r  the span of the Last s e v e r a l  d a y s ,  
s in c e  r e c e iv in g  m y  f i r s t  two c o p ie s  of T r a n s v e s t ia ,  (N o s .  12 & 
13).

A t any r a te ,  a sh o r t  t im e  a g o ,  in fac t  ju st  im m e d ia te ly  b e fo r e  
m y  in tro d u ct io n  to T r a n s v e s t ia ,  su ch  a r e c i t a l  wouLd have  b een  
i m p o s s ib l e .  So m y  s in c e r e  thanks to V ir g in ia ,  B a r b a r a ,  J o y c e -  
and w h o e v e r  e l s e  m a y  h ave  a hand in C h e v a l ie r  P u b l ic a t io n s .

I h a v e  n e v e r  had the op portun ity  or o c c a s io n  b e fo r e  to u s e  a 
m o r e  desirabL e and a p p r o p r ia te  n a m e ,  and so it  wilL be with  
p le a s u r e  and s a t i s f a c t i o n  to s ig n ,

Donna
***** ***** ***** ***** *****

THE BOOK FOR WIVES
The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  book i s  now a v a i l a b l e  was a n n o u n c e d  in  

TVia # 1 7 .  At t h a t  t i m e  a  t i t l e  had n o t  b ee n  s e l e c t e d  and i t  was 
g i v e n  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  a s  INTRODUCTION TO TRANSVESTISM,

Just to keep the record straight the title finally selected 
was "THE TRANSVESTITE AND HIS WIFE, A DISCUSSION FROM BOTH POINTS 
OF VIEW", This appeared to be more descriptive.

I t  i s  p l e a s a n t  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  i t  h a s  a l r e a d y  h e l p e d  s e v e r a l  
w i v e s  t o  s ee  t h i n g s  d i f f e r e n t l y .  One o f  them s a i d ,  " I  c r e d i t  i t  
w i t h  s a v i n g  ray m a r r i a g e . "  F e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were  n o t  so many u n -  
u n d e r  s t a n d i n g  w i v e s  a s  t h e r e  a r e  TVia  r e a d e r s  we d i d  n o t  p r i n t  
n e a r l y  so many o f  t h e s e ,  so i f  you w i s h  one i t  m i g h t  be w e l l  t o  
g e t  y o u r  o r d e r  i n .  P r i c e  $3 p r e p a i d .
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07cve*tty-&6x a t a
by L o r e t t a  ( 4 3 - Z - l  FPE)

Hi g i r l s ,  want to h e a r  about a m o s t  wonderfuL v a c a t io n !  W e l l ,  
I just  f in is h e d  one, and b e l i e v e  m e ,  it w as  w o n d er fu l .  M y b r o th 
er  got four w e e k s  off at w ork , so  I p ack ed  m y  b ags  and h ead ed  
for C a lif ,  and s ta y e d  w ith  B e tty ,  as L o r e t ta ,  for  26 d a y s .  I had  
s tayed  w ith  B e t ty  and h er  b r o th e r  (I 'l l  c a l l  h im  R oy, th a t 's  not 
his r e a l  n a m e ,  but it w i l l  do) la s t  y e a r  w h ile  I w a s  on a th r e e  
w eek  v a ca t io n ,  and I w a s  s u r e ly  look ing fo r w a r d  to the four w e e k s  
th is  y e a r .

M y b r o th e r  d rove  out th e r e  and you m igh t s a y  that I rode in  
the s u i t c a s e s .  The tr ip  took  about 25 h o u rs  and we a r r iv e d  at 
B e tty 's  at about 3:00 in the m o r n in g .  A f te r  m u ch  g o s s i p ,  and  
ca tch in g  up on the n e w s ,  I p ack ed  m y  b r o th e r 's  c lo th e s  a w a y  in  
a s u i t c a s e  and that w a s  the la s t  I saw  of h im  u ntil  27 days la t e r .  
B etty  co o k ed  us a n ic e  b ig  b r e a k fa s t  w h ile  I took  a hot s h o w e r  
and got into a n igh tie  and ro b e .  Then  Roy had to go to  w o rk , and  
I got s o m e  m u ch  n e e d e d  s l e e p .  About noon I got up and gave  m y 
s e l f  a m a n ic u r e  and pa in ted  m y  n a i l s ,  f ix e d  m y  fa c e  and h a ir d o ,  
got d r e s s e d ,  and L o r e t ta ' s  v a ca t io n  had s ta r t e d .

That ev en in g  R oy took  m e out for a d r iv e  around  tow n, but 
s in c e  I w a s  s t i l l  p r e t ty  t ir e d  fr o m  the tr ip ,  w e  c a m e  h o m e  e a r ly .

The n ex t  day w as  S atu rd ay , and that a f te r n o o n  R oy took  m e  
down to T ijuana , M e x ic o ,  and we w a lk ed  around  s ig h t s e e in g .  Of 
c o u r s e ,  I had to buy s o m e  p e r fu m e  and stop  to look  at a l l  the  
j e w e lr y  in the s t o r e s .  B ack  h om e h e r e ,  I go out a lot, but its  
m uch  m o r e  th r i l l in g  to go out w ith  a m an  like  th is ,  and w a lk  down  
the s t r e e t  ho ld ing  on to h is  a r m .  You know that it looks n a tu ra l ,  
and you f e e l  n a tu ra l and a f te r  a w h ile  you s ta r t  to fo r g e t .  Y e s ,  
you fo r g e t  that you have  a b r o th e r ,  and that you h a v e  an oth er  
l i fe ,  and you b e l i e v e  that you r e a l ly  a r e  a g ir l  out on a d a te ,  and  
its  w ond erfu l to be a l iv e  and liv in g  a s  a w o m a n .
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A fte r  m u ch  s ig h t s e e in g ,  w e had s o m e th in g  to ea t  and then  
w ent to a n igh tc lu b  that had a f e m a le  im p e r s o n a t io n  a c t .  Roy and 
B e tty  knew  the F .  P .  p e r s o n a l ly  so  a f te r  h er  a c t ,  she ca m e  o v e r  
and sa t  down w ith  us fo r  a w h i le ,  and to ld  us that th e r e  w e r e  two  
o th er  F .  P .  sh o w s  in tow n, so  w e thought w e m igh t as w e l l  take  
th em  in to o .  R oy a l s o  knew  the F . P .  at the s e c o n d  p la c e ,  so  she  
a l s o  c a m e  and sa t  w ith  us b e tw e e n  s h o w s .  She knew of m e ,  from  
R oy, and had s e e n  m y  p ic t u r e s  in T V ia ,  so  w e sa t  and c h a t te r e d  
l ike  a co u p le  of o ld  g i r l f r i e n d s .  T hen  off to the th ird  club and 
a n o th er  F . P .  sh o w . In the U nited  S ta te s  a F . P .  show h as  to be  
a d v e r t i s e d  a s  su ch ,  but in M e x ic o ,  th ey  don't t e l l  you what kind  
of show  it i s ,  so  if  you  h a v en 't  b een  th ere  b e fo r e  and the F . P .  
is  good , the a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  w i l l  think he is  look ing at a r e a l  g ir l ,  
u n til  the  end of the a c t  w hen  he ta k e s  o ff h is  b ra  and w ig .  But,  
th e r e  a lw a y s  s e e m s  to be one guy that has  s e e n  the show b e fo r e  
or h e a r d  about it and he has  to  s i t  th e r e  and t e l l  ev e r y o n e  how  
s m a r t  he i s ,  and that he know s i t s  not a g i r l ,  but a m an. It ju st  
so  h ap p en ed , that in  th is  th ird  n ig h tc lu b , th is  s o r t  of p e r so n  was 
s it t in g  r ight beh in d  u s .  The l ig h ts  c a m e  on, and out c a m e  "Shal-  
i m e r - - t h e  w o n d er  fr o m  two c o n t in e n ts " .  So th is  fe l lo w  s it t in g  
beh in d  us s ta r t s  t e l l in g  e v e r y o n e  at h is  ta b le ,  that,  "That's  not 
a g i r l ,  i t s  a m an . " He w a sn 't  s a t i s f i e d  w ith  ju st  t e l l in g  h is  
f r ie n d s ,  but had to sp ea k  loud enough so  that e v e r y o n e  e l s e  around  
th e r e  co u ld  h e a r .  I tu rn ed  around and look ed  at h im , and he  
cau gh t m y  e y e  and sa id ,  "No k idd ing , M i s s ,  th at's  a m an  up 
th e r e .  " Oh, did th is  t ic k le  m y  funny b o n e !  So I ju st  looked  at him  
w ith  a s h o ck ed  look , as i f  to s a y ,  "Oh no, I rve n e v e r  h eard  of 
su ch  a th in g , a m an  w e a r in g  w o m e n 's  c lo th e s ,  m y  g o o d n e s s  ! ! ! " 
When I tu rn ed  around  aga in  and looked  at R oy , he w inked at m e ,  
and I thought he w ould  s p l i t  tr y in g  to k eep  fro m  laughing. T h is  
guy kept it  up, t i l l  the end  of the show  w hen  S h a lim a r  took off  
h is  w ig  and b ra .  T hen  he s a id ,  "See , I to ld  you, I cou ld  t e l l  a l l  
the t im e .  H e c k ,  I can  spot th em  a m i le  aw ay . " I ju st  sa t  th e r e  
th ink ing  to m y s e l f ,  " Y e s ,  s i r ,  you s u r e  a r e  the s m a r t  one . You  
m a y  be ab le  to sp o t  th e m  a m i l e  aw ay, but I 'm  on ly  about 3 or 4 
f e e t  f r o m  you and you h a v en 't  sp o tted  m e .  "

B y  th is  t im e ,  it w a s  p r e t ty  la te ,  so w e d ec id e d  to go h o m e .
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Until now, I had fo r g o tte n  about c r o s s i n g  the b o r d e r  b ack  in to  the 
U nited  S ta te s  b e c a u s e  I w a s  hav ing  so  m u ch  fun. But now that the  
t im e  w a s  c o m in g ,  I ’ll a d m it  I w a s  a l i t t le  s c a r e d .  At h o m e ,  I go  
out a lo t , I 'v e  b e e n  to s t o r e s  and m a r k e t s ,  m o v ie s  and r e s tu a r a n ts  
up and down the m a in  s t r e e t s  both in  d ay ligh t  and at n igh t.  I 'v e  
w alk ed  p a s t  s e v e r a l  p o l ic e m e n  on the s t r e e t  and have a lw a y s  p a s s 
ed. But now I w a s  g e tt in g  s c a r e d !  F o r  th o s e  of you  who l iv e  in 
land and have  n e v e r  b een  out of the U. S. , I ' l l  e x p la in  the " B ord er  
P a tro l"  to you. T h e s e  guys a r e  s m a r t .  T h ey  a r e  tr a in e d  to s e e  
th ings that the a v e r a g e  p e r s o n  w on't  s e e .  T h ousands of p eo p le  
c r o s s  the b o r d e r  e v e r y  couple of h o u r s .  T h ey  h ave  to be ab le  to  
spot the dope p u s h e r s ,  the p e r s o n  tr y in g  to ge t  ch eap  liquor  into  
the S ta te s ,  the p e r s o n  who i s n ' t  a c i t i z e n ,  and i s  try in g  to get  in. 
T h ey  can 't  stop  e v e r y  c a r  and s e a r c h  it and look  at e v e r y o n e 's  
I .D .  p a p e r s .  So th ey  a r e  t r a in e d  to ju st  look you  o v e r  r e a l  fa s t  
and a sk  you one or  two q u e s t io n s ,  that if  you a r e  ly in g ,  w i l l  tr ip  
you up. The l ig h ts  at the gate  a re  b r ig h t  a s  day and you pull up 
to th em  and the guard  s t ic k s  h is  h ead  in the c a r  and a s k s  each  
p e r s o n  w h e r e  he or  she  w as  b o rn  and m ayb e  a few  o th er  q u e s t io n s  
If you s tu tte r  or s t a m m e r  th e y ' l l  pu ll you o v e r  and s e a r c h  your  
ca r  and g iv e  you the th ird  d e g r e e .  If not, th ey  p a s s  you through ,  
and y o u 're  b a ck  in  the good  old  U .S .  A . aga in .

W ell ,  as I s a id ,  I w as  gett in g  s c a r e d .  T he c l o s e r  w e  got to  
the b o r d e r ,  the m o r e  s c a r e d  I go t .  T hen  w e w e r e  th e r e !  The  
guard  stuck  h is  head  in the c a r  and a sk e d  R oy  w hat h is  c i t i z e n s h ip  
w a s ,  and he sa id  U .S .  T hen  he looked  at m e  and sa id ,  "And you,  
M i s s ,  " and I sa id  "the U nited  S ta te s .  " T hen he a sk e d  us if  w e  
had bought anything in M e x ic o  and w e sa id  no, and he m o t io n e d  
us on our w ay . W e m ad e  s e v e r a l  m o r e  t r ip s  into M e x ic o  and  
back , a f te r  that n igh t .  I w a s  s t i l l  a l i t t le  s c a r e d  for  the n ex t  
cou p le  c r o s s i n g s ,  but a f te r  that it w a s  e a s y ,  and I got to be as  
m u ch  at e a s e ,  a s  i f  it w e r e  m y  b r o th e r  m ak in g  the tr ip .

The n ext  day w e w ent to M e x ic o  aga in  to take s o m e  o u ts id e  
p ic tu r e s  of m e  at the Jai A la i  P a l a c e ,  and at C a lie n te  R ace  t r a c k .  
Then back  h o m e a g a in .  R oy then got f ix e d  up and I f in a l ly  got to  
s e e  B etty .  I ' l l  ad m it  it w a s  n ic e  h aving  R oy  e s c o r t  m e  around ,
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I w on 't  go into too  m u ch  d e ta i l  about w hat happened  during the 
w e e k  days b e c a u s e  I led  ju st  a n o r m a l  w o m a n 's  l i fe  on w eek  d ays .  
I'd g e t  up and ea t  b r e a k fa s t  w ith  R oy  and h e 'd  go off to w ork , and 
I'd c le a n  the h o u se  up and get  d r e s s e d  up and if  the w ea th er  w as  
n ic e ,  I'd go out for  a w alk  or  w indow  shopping or anything e l s e  I 
cou ld  think of ju st  to be out. T hen  I'd f ix  su pper  and a f ter  w e ate  
m a y b e  w e 'd  go s o m e  p la c e  in town or m ayb e  down to M e x ic o  for  
a w h i le ,  or m ayb e  ju st  s ta y  h o m e  and ta lk .

V ir g in ia  in v ite d  us to  a c o s tu m e  b a ll  the n ex t  w eek en d  so  that 
S aturday  w e took  off for  L .A .  W e v is i t e d  so m e  fr ie n d s  in L .A .  
and B a r b a r a  E lin ,  and la te r  on R oy ch an ged  to B e tty  and along  
w ith  V ir g in ia  and a co u p le  o th er  g i r l s  w e w ent to the B a l l .  What 
a b a l l !  So m a n y  b e a u tifu l  gow ns and d r e s s e s .

The n ex t  w eek en d  w as  the m o n th ly  m e e t in g  of the H o se  and 
H e e ls ,  so  F r id a y  a f tern o o n ,  w e  w ent to L . A .  ag a in .  On the w ay ,  
up th e r e  we s topp ed  at D is n e y la n d ,  and R oy took a few p ic tu r e s  
of m e t h e r e .  At the H. and H. R oy ch an ged  to B e tty ,  and I c h a n g 
ed d r e s s e s ,  as  I had w o rn  a d a y t im e  b lo u s e  and sk ir t ,  so  I c h a n g 
ed  to the new  b lu e  sa t in  sh e a th  that B e t ty  had m ad e  for m e .  That 
ev en in g ,  I m e t  a l l  the g ir l s  fr o m  around  L . A . that w e r e  th e r e ,  
and a l s o  a co u p le  of o th er  v i s i t o r s .  I had a w ond erfu l t im e  and 
en jo y ed  e v e r y m in u te  of it. I r e a l i z e d  then , how w ond erfu l it w as  
to l ive  s o m e w h e r e ,  w h e r e  a group  of F P s  can  g e t  to g e th er  like  
th is  on ce  in a w h i le .  It w i l l  be a g r e a t  day, w hen th e r e  a re  ch a p 
t e r s  of P h i  P i  E p s i lo n  a l l  o v e r  the co u n try ,  and a l l  of us can  e n 
joy  o u r s e l v e s ,  as  m u ch  as I did that n ight.

The n ex t  day R oy and I w en t to downtown H ollyw ood  and spent  
the a ftern o o n  s ig h t s e e in g .  You m ig h t  n o t ice  that I did a lot of 
s ig h t s e e in g  on m y  v a c a t io n .  T h at's  one of the d i f f e r e n c e s  b etw een  
m y  b r o th e r  and L o r e t ta .  W hen he g o e s  on a t r ip ,  he n e v e r  s e e s  
anyth ing . He ju st  g o e s  to w h e re  he is  go ing  and is  not m u ch  in t e r 
e s t e d  in s e e in g  anyth ing s p e c ia l .  But L o re t ta  i s  d if fe r e n t .  She 
w ants  to s e e  e v e r y th in g .  A round  e v e r y  c o r n e r  is  so m eth in g  new ,

b u t  i t  w a s  n i c e r  s e e i n g  B e t t y  a g a i n .
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The fo llo w in g  w e e k e n d  w e Left R oy  at h o m e ,  and Sunday a f t e r 
noon B etty  and I w ent out to take  s o m e  p ic t u r e s .  But to the d i s 
appointm ent of both of us the f i lm  w a s  a bad  rolL, so  n on eo f  t h e s e  
p ic tu res  c a m e  out.

M onday ev en in g ,  R oy and I m a d e  one m o r e  tr ip  to M e x ic o ,  
and I sa id  goodbye to the F P s  and s o m e  o th er  f r ie n d s  down th e r e .  
The next day c a m e  a l l  too  so o n ,  b e c a u s e  L o r e t ta ' s  v a c a t io n  w as  
about to c o m e  to an end. Y e s ,  it w a s  about t im e  to  s t a r t  b ack  to  
T e x a s ,  and on ce  ag a in  Live a s  a m an  in the d a y t im e ,  and onLy 
have t im e  for  L o r e t ta  at n ight, and on w e e k e n d s .  So the n ex t  day,  
although I put it o ff  fo r  as  Long a s  I co u ld ,  I f in a l ly  got b u sy  tak ing  
off m y  n a il  poLish and gett in g  r id  of a l l  t r a c e s  o f  Lipstick and m a k e 
up, and p ack ed  m y  c lo th e s  and got m y  b r o th e r 's  th in gs  out. B o y  
did I f e e l  unnatura l in  m e n 's  c l o t h e s !  ! L ike a f i s h  out o f  w a te r ,  
or m ayb e  I should  s a y ,  l ik e  a g ir l ,  out of d r e s s e s .  I ts  a funny  
th ing, but w hen m y  b r o th e r  c h a n g e s  to L o r e t ta ,  h e ' s  g o n e .  N one  
of h is  h ab its  s ta y  w ith  h e r ,  or Linger o v e r  into h e r .  But w hen  
L o r e tta  g o e s  b ack  to b e in g  a m an , sh e  Lingers on. And for  the  
next few d a y s ,  he h a s  to w a tch  h is  h a b it s .  F o r  in s ta n c e ,  the w ay  
he h o ld s  a c i g a r e t t e ,  or w hen he s ta r t s  to s m o o th  a s k ir t  that  
i s n ' t  th e r e ,  w hen he s i t s  down, or h is  w a lk , or a Lot o f o th er  
Little fe m in in e  h a b its  that L o r e t ta  h a s .

But anyw ay , Like I sa id ,  I finaLly go t  th in g s  p a ck ed  and the  
ca r  Loaded and the n ex t  m o r n in g ,  a f te r  sa y in g  good b ye  to B e t ty ,
I le ft  and s ta r te d  b ack  h o m e .

W hen I  f i r s t  s ta r te d  out, I  w a s v e r y  sa d  that m y  v a c a t io n  w a s  
o v e r . B u t a s  I  d ro v e  along and thought of a l l  the p la c e s  L o r e t t a  
had b een , and the th in g s she had done in  the la s t  fo u r w e e k s , I  
fe lt  v e r y  happy and good in s id e , fo r  I  had so m e w o n d e rfu l m e m 
o r ie s ,  of m y  26 d ays a s  a w o m an .

L o r e t ta

s o m e t h i n g  e x c i t i n g ,  i t s  a  w o n d e r f u l ,  w o r l d !
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b u t  i t  w a s  n i c e r  s e e i n g  B e t t y  a g a i n .

I w o n ’t go into too  m u ch  d e ta i l  about w hat happened  during the 
w e e k  days  b e c a u s e  I Led ju st  a n o r m a l  w o m a n 's  Life on w eek  days .  
I'd g e t  up and ea t  b r e a k fa s t  w ith  R oy and h e 'd  go off to  w ork , and 
I'd c le a n  the h o u se  up and get  d r e s s e d  up and if  the w ea th er  w as  
n ic e ,  I'd go out for  a waLk or  w indow  shopping or anything e l s e  I 
couLd think of ju st  to be out. T hen  I'd f ix  su pper  and a f ter  w e ate  
m a y b e  w e 'd  go s o m e  pLace in tow n or m ayb e  down to M e x ic o  for  
a w h i le ,  or m ayb e  ju st  s ta y  h o m e  and ta lk .

V ir g in ia  in v ite d  us to  a c o s tu m e  b a ll  the n ext  w eek en d  so  that  
S aturday  w e took  off for  L . A .  W e v is i t e d  s o m e  fr ie n d s  in L .A .  
and B a r b a r a  ELin, and Later on R oy ch a n g ed  to B e tty  and aLong 
w ith  V ir g in ia  and a co u p le  o th er  girLs w e w ent to the BaLL. What 
a baLL! So m a n y  beautifuL gow ns and d r e s s e s .

The n ex t  w eek en d  w as  the m o n th ly  m e e t in g  of the H o se  and 
H e e ls ,  so  F r id a y  a f tern o o n ,  w e w ent to L . A .  ag a in .  On the w ay,  
up th e r e  we s topp ed  at D isneyLand, and R oy took a few p ic tu r e s  
of m e th e r e .  At the H. and H. R oy  ch an ged  to B etty ,  and I ch a n g 
ed d r e s s e s ,  as  I had w o rn  a d a y t im e  b lo u s e  and sk ir t ,  so  I c h a n g 
ed  to the new  b lue  sa t in  sh e a th  that B e t ty  had m ad e  for m e .  That  
e v en in g ,  I m e t  a l l  the g ir l s  f r o m  around  L . A . that w e r e  th e r e ,  
and aLso a co u p le  of o th er  v i s i t o r s .  I had a w ond erfu l t im e  and  
en jo y ed  e v e r y m in u te  of it. I reaLized then , how wonderfuL it w as  
to l ive  s o m e w h e r e ,  w h e r e  a group of F P s  can  g e t  to g e th er  Like 
th is  once  in a whiLe. It w i l l  be a g r e a t  day, w hen th ere  are  ch a p 
t e r s  of P h i P i  EpsiLon aLL o v e r  the co u n try ,  and a l l  of us can  e n 
joy  o u r s e l v e s ,  as  m u ch  as I did that n ight.

The n ex t  day R oy and I w en t to downtown H ollyw ood  and spent  
the a ftern o o n  s ig h t s e e in g .  You m ig h t  n o t ice  that I did a Lot of 
s ig h t s e e in g  on m y  v a ca t io n .  T h at's  one of the d i f f e r e n c e s  b etw een  
m y b r o th e r  and L o r e t ta .  W hen he g o e s  on a tr ip ,  he n e v e r  s e e s  
anyth ing . He ju st  g o e s  to w h e r e  he is  go ing  and is  not m u ch  in t e r 
e s t e d  in s e e in g  anyth ing speciaL. But L o re tta  i s  d if fe r e n t .  She 
w ants  to s e e  e v e r y th in g .  A round  e v e r y  c o r n e r  is  so m eth in g  new ,
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The fo llo w in g  w e e k e n d  w e le ft  R oy  at h o m e ,  and Sunday a f t e r 
noon B etty  and I w ent out to take  s o m e  p ic t u r e s .  But to the d i s 
appointm ent of both of us the f i lm  w a s  a bad r o l l ,  so  n on eo f  th e s e  
p ic tu res  c a m e  out.

M onday ev en in g ,  R oy and I m a d e  one m o r e  tr ip  to M e x ic o ,  
and I sa id  goodbye to the F P s  and s o m e  o th er  f r ie n d s  down t h e r e .  
The n ext day c a m e  a l l  too  so o n ,  b e c a u s e  L o r e t ta ' s  v a c a t io n  w as  
about to c o m e  to an end. Y e s ,  it  w a s  about t im e  to s ta r t  b ack  to 
T e x a s ,  and once  ag a in  l iv e  a s  a m an  in the d a y t im e ,  and on ly  
have t im e  for  L o r e t ta  at n ight,  and on w e e k e n d s .  So the n ex t  day,  
although I put it o ff  fo r  as  long a s  I co u ld ,  I f in a l ly  got b u sy  tak ing  
off m y  n a il  p o l is h  and ge tt in g  r id  of a l l  t r a c e s  o f l ip s t ic k  and m a k e 
up, and p ack ed  m y  c lo th e s  and got m y  b r o th e r 's  th in gs  out. B o y  
did I f e e l  unnatura l in  m e n 's  c lo t h e s !  ! L ike a f i s h  out o f  w a te r ,  
or m ayb e  I should  sa y ,  l ik e  a g ir l ,  out of d r e s s e s .  I ts  a funny  
th ing, but w hen  m y  b r o th e r  c h a n g e s  to L o r e t ta ,  h e ' s  g o n e .  N one  
of h is  h ab its  s ta y  w ith  h e r ,  or l in g e r  o v e r  into h e r .  But w hen  
L o r e tta  g o e s  b ack  to b e in g  a m an , sh e  l in g e r s  on. And for the  
next few  d a y s ,  he h a s  to w a tch  h is  h a b it s .  F o r  in s ta n c e ,  the w ay  
he h o ld s  a c ig a r e t t e ,  or w hen he s ta r t s  to s m o o th  a s k ir t  that  
i s n ' t  th e r e ,  w hen  he s i t s  down, or  h is  w a lk , or a lot o f  o th er  
l i t t le  fe m in in e  h a b its  that L o r e t ta  h a s .

But anyw ay, l ike  I s a id ,  I f in a l ly  go t th in g s  p a ck ed  and the  
ca r  loaded  and the n ext m o r n in g ,  a f te r  sa y in g  good b ye  to B e tty ,
I le ft  and s ta r te d  b ack  h o m e .

W hen I  f i r s t  s ta r te d  out, I  w a s v e r y  sa d  that m y  v a c a t io n  w a s  
o v e r . B u t a s  I  d ro v e  along and thought of a l l  the p la c e s  L o r e t t a  
had b een , and the th in g s she had done in  the la s t  fo u r w e e k s , I  
fe lt  v e ry  happy and good in s id e , fo r  I  had so m e w o n d e rfu l m e m 
o r ie s ,  of m y  26 d ays a s  a w o m an .

L o r e t ta

s o m e t h i n g  e x c i t i n g ,  i t s  a  w o n d e r f u l  w o r l d !
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^?%CLKAV€4tiMt TOitfout ‘DietettUfr

by Do r i s  Lou i s e  ( 3 2 - G - 6 )

The c o m m o n  d ic t io n a r y  d ef in it io n  of t r a n s v e s t i s m  is  the "de- 
s i r e  to  w e a r  the c lo th e s  of the o p p o s ite  s e x .  11 I b e l i e v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  
that th e r e  is  m o r e  than c r o s s  d r e s s in g  in b e in g  a true  t r a n s v e s 
t i t e .  L ik e  a l l  T V 's  of c o u r s e ,  I know the tr e m e n d o u s  th r i l l  of 
w e a r in g  lo v e ly  dain ty  l in g e r ie  and b ea u tifu l  d r e s s e s .  Of a l l  the  
k ic k s  that l i f e  has  to o f fe r ,  I ca n 't  think of  anyth ing m o r e  t h r i l l 
ing and e x c i t in g  than stand ing  in fron t  of a m ir r o r  d r e s s e d  in a 
p a ir  o f  la c y  pink or b lue  f la r e  type p a n tie s  (m y  fa v o r i t e s ) ,  g a r te r  
b e lt ,  n y lo n s ,  b r a s s i e r e ,  and a b ea u tifu l  la c y  nylon  s l ip .  S tand
ing fro n t  of th is  m i r r o r ,  p u lling  up o n e s  s l i p  so  that the s l ip ,  pan-  
t i e s ,  and n y lo n s  a l l  show  i s  a g o r g e o u s  s igh t  of l o v e l in e s s  that I 
c o n s id e r  the u lt im a te  in p le a s u r e .  Of c o u r s e  a l l  TV*s have  e x 
p e r i e n c e d  th is  t h r i l l  and you m ig h t  sa y  that th is  is  the ic in g  on 
the c a k e .

So far  I h a v en 't  s a id  anyth ing that w as  any d if fe r e n t  than the  
p r e v io u s ly  m e n t io n e d  d e f in it io n  of t r a n s v e s t i s m »  You m igh t a sk  
then  w h a t 's  he  d r iv in g  a t?  W ell ,  as  I sa id  b e fo r e ,  I b e l i e v e  that 
th e r e  is  m o r e  to t r a n s v e s t i s m  than th is .  D uring  th is  p a s t  y e a r  
I 'v e  r e a l ly  begun  to r e a l i z e  th is  a s  m y  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to c r o s s  
d r e s s  h a v e  b e e n  e x t r e m e ly  l im ite d .  You s e e ,  d ea r  g i r l s ,  I 'm  
in the A ir  F o r c e ,  p r e s e n t ly  s ta t io n e d  at an i s o la t e d  b a s e  o v e r s e a s  
and m y  o p p o r tu n it ie s  to indu lge  in m y  fa v o r ite  p a s t im e  a r e  e x 
t r e m e l y  l im it e d .  You m ig h t  be in t e r e s t e d  to know that I 've  been  
in the m i l i t a r y  fo r  o v e r  20 y e a r s ,  am  m a r r ie d ,  and have b een  a 
TV for  m o s t  of th is  t im e .  C r o s s  d r e s s in g  or  no c r o s s  d r e s s in g  
I 'm  en jo y in g  b e in g  a TV p r a c t i c a l ly  a l l  the t im e .  T h is  is  w hy I 
b e l i e v e  th e r e  i s  m o r e  to it than a c tu a l ly  b e in g  d r e s s e d  in f e m in 
ine a t t ir e .

Okay w i s e  guy, you  m u s t  be sa y in g  by now, w hat is  your a n 
g le ?  F i r s t  le t ' s  c o n s id e r  the n o r m a l  b io lo g ic a l  d e s i r e  or d r iv e  
e x i s t in g  b e tw e e n  the m a le  and fe m a le  s e x  w h ich  leads  to union.
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This se x u a l  d r ive  or p o la r iz a t io n  of m a le  and f e m a le  a l s o  e x i s t s  
within ea ch  m an  and ea c h  w om an  as w e a ll  h a v e  h o r m o n e s  and  
tra its  of the o p p o s ite  s e x  w ith in  u s .  If you w i l l  a g r e e  w ith  th is ,  
then it is  n a tu ra l that th is  m a le  and fe m a le  w ith in  us is  a l s o  s e e k 
ing union. A ll  the m a le  has to do i s  to g iv e  l ife  to th is  fe m a le  
e x is t in g  w ith in  and su d d en ly  l i fe  b e c o m e s  c o m p le te .

It w a s  w hen I g ave  l i fe  to th is  fe m in in e  s id e  of m in e  that I d i s 
c o v e r e d  that I had two e n t ir e ly  d if fe r e n t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  One w as  
pursu ing  n o r m a l  m a s c u l in e  a c t iv i t i e s  and the o th er  w a s  a lo v e ly  
fem in in e  p e r s o n  who had an a p p r e c ia t io n  of b e a u t ifu l  th in g s .  I 
r e a l iz e d  that w e a r in g  l in g e r ie  and d r e s s e s  w a s  on ly  a part of m y  
fem in in e  p e r s o n a l i ty .  R e g a r d le s s  of w hat I m a y  be doing or  w hat  
I am  w e a r in g ,  th is  f e m in in e  s e l f  w h ich  I h ave  n a m e d  D o r is  L o u is e  
is  a lw a y s  at m y  s id e .  Since I 'v e  g iv e n  h e r  l i f e ,  D o r is  n e v e r  a l l 
ows m e  to be lo n e ly  and is  m y  co n s ta n t  c o m p a n io n .  What s e e m s  
to m ake th is  p o s s ib le  is  thé love  that e x i s t s  w ith in  us and the  
c o m p le te  h a rm o n y  w e h ave  su dd en ly  r e a c h e d  w ith  the w o r ld  around  
u s .

One th ing of w h ich  I 'm  c o m p le t e ly  c o n v in c e d  is  that love  is  
the on ly  a n s w e r  to the p r o b le m s  of l i fe  and the k e y  to h a p p in e s s .  
S in ce  I 'v e  d i s c o v e r e d  m y  fe m in in e  s e l f  and h a v e  c o m p le t e ly  a c c 
ep ted  h er  w ithout gu ilt ,  I 'm  e x t r e m e ly  happy. I not on ly  h ave  a 
c o m p le te  love  a ffa ir  e x i s t in g  w ith in ,  I 'v e  b e c o m e  a v e r y  lov ing  
p e r s o n  e x te r n a l ly .  M y love  fo r  m y  fe l lo w  m an  has  in c r e a s e d  to 
a point far  in e x c e s s  of w hat I had e v e r  thought p o s s i b l e .

N a tu r a lly  I 'm  look ing fo r w a r d  to re tu rn in g  to the land of p re t ty  
l in g e r ie  and d r e s s e s  but in the m e a n t im e  I 'm  su r e  D o r is  and I 
w il l  con tin u e  to be happy m ak in g  the b e s t  of our s itu a t io n .  We  
a re  both hoping s o m e d a y  that we w i l l  h a v e  the o p p ortu n ity  to m e e t  
s o m e  of the g ir l s  that w e  h a v e  read  about w ith in  the p a g e s  of  
T r a n s v e s t ia .  In the m e a n t im e ,  lo ts  of lo v e  to you a l l ,

D o r i s  L ou ise

27.



My Summer In Petticoats

by Ruth ( 9 - C - 2  FPE)

I e n j o y e d  a  l o v e l y  summer i n  p e t t i c o a t s  a f t e r  s c h o o l  had 
c l o s e d  a t  t h e  end o f  my s e c o n d ,  o r  sophomore  y e a r  in h i g h  s c h o o l ,  
w h ich  I would  l i k e  t o  t e l l  you a b o u t .  I had s t a r t e d  w e a r i n g  l o n g  
t r o u s e r s  when I e n t e r e d  h i g h  s c h o o l  a b o u t  two y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  and 
was a p p r o a c h i n g  my s i x t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y .  My w o n d e r f u l  summer i n  
p e t t i c o a t s  came a b o u t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  an a c c i d e n t .

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  I had d i s c o v e r e d  a  g i r l ’ s d r e s s ,  and 
a  s l i p  and p a n t i e s  among some o l d  c l o t h e s  s t u c k  away i n  a  c l o s e t  
i n  my home,  and t r i e d  them on .  I n e e d  n o t  t e l l  you o f  t h e  d e l 
i c i o u s  f e e l i n g  I e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I am s u r e .  F u r t h e r  
s e a r c h  had r e v e a l e d  a  ' p a n t y - w a i s t , ’ t o  w h ich  t h e  p a n t i e s  were 
b u t t o n e d ,  and  a n o t h e r  s l i p ,  and a  b l u e  g in g h am  d r e s s ,  wh ich  soon 
became my f a v o r i t e .  A p a i r  o f  M o t h e r ’ s s h o e s  and s t o c k i n g s  com
p l e t e d  my o u t f i t ,  and I beg an  t o  d r e s s  i n  my f e m i n i n e  o u t f i t s  
e v e r y  t i m e  M o t h e r  l e f t  t h e  h o u s e  f o r  any  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e .  M othe r  
a l w a y s  w e n t  s h o p p i n g  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e  a  w eek ,  and I was o f  c o u r s e  
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  h e r  s h o p p i n g  d a y s ,  and t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  she was 
away f rom  t h e  h o u s e  on t h e s e  o c c a s i o n s ,  so t h a t  I was a l w a y s  home 
on h e r  s h o p p i n g  d a y s ,  and a s  soon a s  she  l e f t  t h e  h o u s e ,  I h u r r 
i e d l y  d r e s s e d  i n  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h e  two d r e s s e s  I had f o u n d .  
As I h a v e  s a i d ,  one was a  b l u e  g in g h am  d r e s s  w i t h  l a c e - t r i m m e d  
p u f f  s l e e v e s ,  and  t h e  o t h e r  was a  w h i t e  p a r t y  d r e s s ,  b u t  b o t h  
were  a  l i t t l e  s m a l l  f o r  me, a n d ,  I r e g r e t f u l l y  r e a l i z e d ,  n e i t h e r  
had  b e e n  i r o n e d ,  and b o t h  were  q u i t e  w r i n k l e d  a s  would  be ex 
p e c t e d  c o n s i d e r i n g  w he re  I had fo u n d  th em .  The p a n t i e s  and t h e  
s l i p s  were  b o t h  w h i t e  c o t t o n ,  w i t h  a  p r e t t y  r u f f l e  a t  t h e  hem o f  
t h e  s l i p s  and a t  t h e  l e g  o f  t h e  p a n t i e s .  I a l w a y s  r e m a i n e d  d r e s s 
ed a b o u t  two h o u r s ,  a l l o w i n g  p l e n t y  o f  t i m e  t o  ch a n g e  back  i n t o  
my b o y ' s  c l o t h e s  b e f o r e  M o th e r  r e t u r n e d .

About  a  month  b e f o r e  s c h o o l  c l o s e d  M o th e r  wen t  on one o f  h e r  
c u s t o m a r y  S a t u r d a y  m o r n i n g  s h o p p i n g  t r i p s ,  and a s  u s u a l ,  I q u i c k 
l y  wen t  t o  p u t  on one o f  my d r e s s e s .  I w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t .  T h a t  
m o r n i n g  I had p u t  on my b l u e  g in g h am  d r e s s ,  and  had p u t  on Moth
e r ' s  s h o e s  and s t o c k i n g s ,  and was j u s t  a d m i r i n g  m y s e l f  i n  t h e
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f u l l  l e n g t h  m i r r o r  i n  h e r  b e d r o o m ,  when I s u d d e n l y  saw i n  t h e  
m i r r o r  t h a t  M o t h e r  was s t a n d i n g '  b e h i n d  me! I r e a l i z e d  a t  once  
t h a t  she  had r e t u r n e d  u n e x p e c t e d l y ,  and  d i s c o v e r e d  me. She had  
f o r g o t t e n  s o m e t h i n g ,  she  e x p l a i n e d  l a t e r ,  and  had  come i n  q u i e t 
l y ,  t h i n k i n g  I had  gone o u t ,  and no one was  i n  t h e  h o u s e .

I was e m b a r r a s s e d  t o  d e a t h t  I i m m e d i a t e l y  s t a r t e d  t a k i n g  
o f f  my d r e s s  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .

MT urn  a r o u n d  and l e t  me s ee  how you  look,** she  s a i d .

I d i d  s o ,  f e e l i n g  m i s e r a b l e ,  and  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  she  would  
do t o  me f o r  d r e s s i n g  i n  g i r l ’ s c l o t h e s .

MI d i d n ’ t  know you l i k e d  t o  w e a r  g i r l ’ s c l o t h e s , ” she  s a i d ,  
”how l o n g  h a s  t h i s  bee n  g o i n g  o n ? ”

I d i d  n o t  a n s w e r ,  b u t  j u s t  s t o o d  t h e r e .  She b u t t o n e d  up 
t h e  d r e s s  a g a i n ,  and  t o  my g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  s a i d :

’•You d o n ’ t  h av e  t o  u n d r e s s .  J u s t  k e e p  y o u r  d r e s s  on i f  you 
want  t o  u n t i l  I  g e t  home.  Maybe I ’ l l  buy you a  p r e t t y  d r e s s ,  and  
a  p a i r  o f  g i r l ’ s s h o e s  and s t o c k i n g s  i f  you  wou ld  l i k e  me t o  do 
s o .  ”

I d i d  n o t  s ay  w h e t h e r  I  w a n te d  h e r  t o  buy me a  new d r e s s  an d  
s h o e s  and s t o c k i n g s  o r  n o t ,  b u t  I  was s u r e  she  knew t h a t  I d i d  
want  th em ,  so I  k e p t  on my b l u e  c a l i c o  c h e c k  d r e s s ,  and  h e r  s h o e s  
and  i m p a t i e n t l y  w a i t e d  f o r  h e r  t o  r e t u r n  f r o m  s h o p p i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  
she  d i d  r e t u r n ,  and t o  my s u r p i s e d  d e l i g h t ,  she  b r o u g h t  me two 
b e a u t i f u l  d r e s s e s ,  two s e t s  o f  g i r l ’ s u n d i e s ,  and a  p a i r  o f  b l a c k  
p a t e n t  l e a t h e r  Mary J a n e  s h o e s ,  and two p a i r  o f  w h i t e  g i r l ’ s 
s t o c k i n g s .

”L e t  me h e l p  you  g e t  d r e s s e d  n o w , ” she  s a i d .  I n  o n l y  a  few 
m i n u t e s ,  I was c o m p l e t e l y  d r e s s e d  i n  a  b e a u t i f u l  b l u e  d r e s s  w i t h  
c o l l a r  s t y l e d  l i k e  t h e  c o l l a r  o f  a  M i d d y - b l o u s e  w h i c h  was so  
p o p u l a r  i n  t h o s e  d a y s ,  and a  b l a c k  p a t e n t  l e a t h e r  b e l t .  With  t h e  
l o v e l y  u n d i e s  and  my Mary J a n e  s h o e s ,  and my w h i t e  s t o c k i n g s  I  
had n e v e r  f e l t  so w o n d e r f u l »  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  I wore  i t  a l l  d a y ,  
and when bed t i m e  came I was m os t  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  i t  o f f ,  and 
t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  w h ich  was S u n d a y ,  I p u t  t h e  same o u t f i t  on when I 
g o t  u p ,  and wore  i t  a l l  day l o n g .  C o m p l i c a t i o n s  b e g a n  a l m o s t  
i m m e d i a t e l y ,  h o w e v e r .
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On Sund ay  a f t e r n o o n ,  my a u n t ,  t h e  one  who a l w a y s  had s e n t  
u s  t h e  " h a n d - m e - d o w n s M came f o r  a  b r i e f  v i s i t ,  and I f l e d  t o  t h e  
p r i v a c y  o f  my bedroom* A f t e r  she  h ad  g o n e ,  M o t h e r  came i n  s e a r c h  
o f  me.

"Why d i d  y ou  r u n  and  h i d e ? "  sh e  a s k e d ,  " I f  you  wan t  t o  wear  
g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  you  m u s t  n o t  be a sham ed  t o  be s e e n  i n  them .  R e a l 
l y ,  I d i d n ' t  buy them  f o r  you  t o  h i d e  i n ! "

I c o n t i n u e d  t o  w e a r  my two o u t f i t s  a l t e r n a t e l y ,  a t  l e a s t  
p a r t  o f  e v e r y  day a s  so on  a s  I r e t u r n e d  f r o m  s c h o o l ,  and a t  a l l  
t i m e s  on w e e k e n d s ,  b u t  I  n e v e r  wen t  o u t  o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  and n e v e r  
p e r m i t t e d  a n y o n e  who came t o  t h e  h o u s e  t o  s e e  me. S e v e r a l  t i m e s  
b o y s  came t o  t h e  h o u s e  a s k i n g  f o r  me, and on e a c h  o c c a s i o n ,  I  r e 
t r e a t e d  t o  my bed room  u n t i l  t h e y  w e re  g o n e .

One d a y ,  a  few w eek s  b e f o r e  t h e  summer v a c a t i o n  b e g a n ,  Moth
e r  c a l l e d  me o u t  on t h e  p o r c h  f o r  a  t a l k .

" I  d o n ' t  mind you  w e a r i n g  y o u r  p r e t t y  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s " ,  she 
b e g a n ,  " b u t  I d i d  n o t  buy them f o r  y ou  t o  h i d e  i n  e i t h e r .  I 
w o u ld  even  buy you  some more i f  yo u  w a n te d  me t o ,  b u t  I  s e e  no 
p o i n t  i n  i t  i f  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  r u n  and  h i d e  e v e r y t i m e  anyone 
comes t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  and  you  c a n n o t  e x p e c t  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  h ouse  
a l l  summer,  now can  y o u ? "

I a g r e e d  t h a t  I c o u l d  n o t  do t h a t .

" I ' l l  t e l l  you wha t  I w i l l  d o , "  she  c o n t i n u e d ,  "you can 
w e a r  y o u r  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  w h e n e v e r  you wan t  t o ,  and I w i l l  even 
buy you some more t o  w ear  t h i s  summer i f  you  wan t  me t o ,  b u t  o n l y  
i f  yo u  q u i t  r u n n i n g  i n t o  y o u r  bedroom e v e r y t i m e  an y o n e  comes.
The n e x t  t i m e  an y o n e  com es ,  I s h a l l  e x p e c t  you t o  go t o  t h e  d o o r  
and  g r e e t  t h e m ,  no m a t t e r  who i t  may b e ,  and  i f  you ch o o s e  n o t  
t o  do s o ,  I w i l l  a s sum e  t h a t  you a r e  r e a d y  t o  g i v e  up y o u r  g i r l ' s  
c l o t h e s .  I s  t h a t  c l e a r ? "  she  c o n c l u d e d .

" Y e s , "  I r e p l i e d ,  " I  u n d e r s t a n d . "

A few d a y s  l a t e r ,  w h i l e  I was d r e s s e d  i n  my g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ,  
a s  I u s u a l l y  was w h e n e v e r  I c o u l d ,  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  b e l l  r a n g .  
M o t h e r  l o o k e d  a t  me i n q u i r i n g l y .

"Do I h av e  t o  go t o  t h e  d o o r  now?" I a s k e d .
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"No, n o t  u n l e s s  you w a n t  t o , M she  r e p l i e d ,  Hb u t  i f  you do 
n o t  want  t o  t h e n  p l e a s e  ch an g e  i n t o  y o u r  b o y ’ s c l o t h e s . "

W i t h o u t  a n s w e r i n g  I wen t  t o  my room and  ch a n g ed  i n t o  my 
b o y ’ s c l o t h e s .  I  s i m p l y  d i d  n o t  have  t h e  n e r v e  t o  go t o  t h e  f r o n t  
door  i n  my d r e s s e s .  W i t h i n  an h o u r ,  h o w e v e r ,  I had  c h a n g e d  my 
mind and r e g r e t t e d  n o t  h a v i n g  done s o ,  and  I t o l d  M o t h e r  o f  my 
r e g r e t .

MI mus t  a d m i t  I was s u r p r i s e d  when you  c h a n g e d  b ack  i n t o  
y o u r  b o y ' s  c l o t h e s , ” she  s a i d ,  "you l o o k  so n i c e  i n  y o u r  d r e s s e s ,  
and I t h o u g h t  you were  b e g i n n i n g  t o  become a c c u s t o m e d  t o  y o u r  
p r e t t y  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s . "

"The n e x t  t i m e ,  I i n t e n d  t o  go t o  t h e  d o o r  no m a t t e r  who i s  
t h e r e , "  I p r o m i s e d ,  "may I w e a r  my d r e s s e s  a g a i n ? "

" Y e s , "  she  r e p l i e d ,  " I  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  r e q u i r e  you t o  do 
a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l ,  I  s i m p l y  do n o t  w an t  you t o  be ashamed  o f  b e i n g  
see n  i n  d r e s s e s  i f  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  w ear  them a t  a l l .  As l o n g  
a s  you a r e  m o d e s t l y  d r e s s e d  t h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  f o r  you t o  ru n  
and h i d e . "

J o y f u l l y  I r e t u r n e d  t o  my f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s ,  a n d ,  i n e v i t a b l y  
t h e  t e s t  came a g a i n :  t h e  d o o r b e l l  r a n g !  I  had  on my w h i t e  o r 
g andy  p r i n c e s s  s t y l e  d r e s s  w i t h  a  p i n k  r i b b o n  s a s h  t i e d  i n  a  b i g  
bow a t  t h e  b a o k .  I wen t  t o  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ,  and o p ened  i t ,  and 
fo u n d  M rs .  R u s s e l l ,  o u r  n e i g h b o r  f r om  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t .

"My, how n i c e  you l o o k , "  she  s a i d ,  " i s  M o t h e r  h e r e ? "

"Y es ,  M rs .  R u s s e l l , "  I r e p l i e d ,  " w o n ' t  you come i n ,  and I 
w i l l  t e l l  h e r  you a r e  h e r e . "

M o t h e r  was i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  and  I  wen t  and t o l d  h e r  t h a t  M rs .  
R u s s e l l  was w a i t i n g  f o r  h e r  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  room.

" T h a t  w a s n ’ t  so  h a r d ,  now was i t ? "  M o t h e r  a s k e d .

M o th e r  went  t o  t h e  l i v i n g  room t o  g r e e t  M r s .  R u s s e l l ,  i n 
s t r u c t i n g  me t o  p r e p a r e  r e f r e s h m e n t s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  l em o n ad e  and 
c o o k i e s ,  and t o  b r i n g  i t  i n  and s e r v e  i t  i n  a  few m i n u t e s .  I t  
t o o k  me a b o u t  t e n  m i n u t e s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  r e f r e s h m e n t s ,  a f t e r  wh
i c h  I s e r v e d  i t  on a  l a r g e  t r a y .

"How n i c e ! "  M rs .  R u s s e l l  e x c l a i m e d ,  " I  would  l o v e  t o  hav e
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you come over to visit with me some time,** she said, smiling at 
me as I served her.

MI would like to,” I replied, "you have such a beautiful 
home.”

"You are more than welcome," she assured me, "and of course, 
I hope you will wear one of your pretty dresses."

I promised her I would, and then I sat and listened to their 
conversation. I had never felt so wonderful, and I found that I 
really liked to be seen in my beautiful dresses. Secretly, I de
cided that I would not hesitate in the future about being seen 
in dresses.

Olive Knowles, a girl about a year older than I lived next 
door, and we were both accustomed to running in and out of each 
other*s homes at almost all hours of the day, and a day or two 
after Mrs. Russell*s visit, Olive rushed in without knocking, as 
usual, and found me in my blue dress.

"What in the world is going on?" she demanded.
"Don*t you like the change?" Mother inquired.
"I love it!" she exclaimed, "but when did he change into 

dresses?"
"He had been wearing dresses secretly," Mother explained, 

"and I bought him some, and insisted that if he wanted to wear 
dresses at all he must do so openly, and for the last week or so 
he has been in dresses more than in boy’s clothes. I have been 
thinking of buying him some more girl's clothes so he can change 
into girl's clothes entirely as soon as school closes if he would 
like it," Mother concluded.

"Oh, I think that would be wonderful!" Olive exclaimed, "if 
you will, I will take you to some of the girl parties we are go
ing to have during the summer," she promised, "you will have a 
wonderful time."

After she had gone, Mother asked, "Are you sure you want 
to be a girl this summer? Remember, there will be many things 
you can't do as a girl that you could do with your friends as a 
boy. "
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"Yes, Mother,” I replied, "I really do want to be a girl 
this summer.”

”1 don't think you know how much it will change your activ
ities every day,” Mother continued, "but it may get this idea out 
of your mind for good, so if you want to do it, I will buy you 
the new clothes you will need.”

The end of school for the summer was only two weeks away, 
and I could hardly wait for the last day to come but finally it 
arrived, and I was impatiently waiting to change into my new role 
School closed for the summer on a Friday, and I hurried home.
When I got home Mother had my new dresses hanging in my closet, 
and my undies in my dresser drawers, and all of my boy's clothes 
had been removed. Without waiting, I changed into one of my new 
outfits, a pretty pink dress with lace at the collar, and on the 
cuffs, and went at once to show Mother how pretty it was and how 
well it fitted.

”1 have decided to give you a home permanent," Mother ann
ounced, "you might as well have the full treatment."

First she trimmed my hair so that it was the same length on 
both sides, and then gave me a shampoo, leaving my hair light and 
free from oil. Next, she put my hair up in tight curls all over 
my head, and for the rest of the afternoon and night I wore curl
ers and a hair net. The next morning, being Saturday, I woke up 
at the usual time, and dressed in the same outfit I had worn the 
previous afternoon, and went out to breakfast.

"I will leave you to clear off the breakfast dishes, and to 
wash the dishes and straighten up the kitchen,” Mother announced, 
"then I want you to make up the beds, and straighten up the rest 
of the house, then I will take your hair out of the curlers.” I

I proceeded to get through with my house work as soon as 
possible, and then went into Mother's room where she removed the 
curlers and combed out my hair. The transformation was simply 
amazing? Next she applied lipstick, and makeup lightly, and both 
of us were really surprised with the results.

"I must admit that you are a much prettier little girl than 
I expected," she observed, "I hope you enjoy being a girl as much 
as you think you will.”
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"Oh, I am sure I will/* I replied. I immediately called 
Olive and asked her to come over, without telling her how I was 
dressed or that my hair had been fixed.

HI can't come over right now," she replied, "can't you come 
over here?1*

MI don't know whether I can or not,14 I replied, I'll call 
you back in a few minutes.44

I told Mother that Olive had asked me to come over to her 
house, and Mother replied: "Well, why don't you go?44

"Do you really think I should?44 I asked.
"Now my daar, I thought we had agreed that you could not ex

pect to stay in the house all summer, and that you would wear your 
dresses wherever you went,” she protested, "you have on a beauti
ful dress, and your hair looks lovely, and it seems to me that 
if you are going to be a girl this summer, now is the time to be
gin, so I would suggest that you go over to Olive's house.”

Without further discussion, I went out the back door and 
walked across to the back door of Olive's house, and knocked at 
the door. In a moment Olive came to the door, and it was clear 
that at first, she did not recognize me, and then, when she did, 
she opened the door, and exclaimed:

"For goodness sake! I simply did not recognize you! Come 
in and let Mother see how simply lovely you are! I can't get over 
how lovely a girl you are," she continued, "the hair-do makes 
and the makeup have made a wonderful transformation!"

We went into the house, and Olive presented me to her Mother. 
"Mother,” she asked, "do you recognize this beautiful little 
girl?"

"If you had not told me he was going to change into girl4s 
clothes this summer, I never would have recognized him," she re
plied, "but what are you going to call him now? He doesn't look 
much like his name is Robert, now does he?” she inquired.

"Of course it will have to be changed to 'Roberta', Olive 
replied, 'Robert1 will never do."
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In a few minutes the phone ra.ng, and Mrs. Knowles answered 
it. "We have just decided he must be called •Roberta1 now,M she 
said into the phone, and, turning to me, she said: "Roberta, your
mother wants to speak to you."

"Yes, Mother?" I said. "Harold Jones just called,” she ex
plained, "and asked if you were going to the movies with him.”

"What did you tell him?" I asked.
"I told him you were over at Olive's, and that he should 

either call you there or come over and ask you whether you were 
going," she replied, "after all Harold and your other friends will 
have to learn sooner or later that your name is •Roberta*" she 
concluded.

In a few minutes, Harold was at the back door:
"Hey, Robert!" he called, "are you ready to go to the movies?"
Olive went to the back door, and brought Harold into the liv

ing room where her mother and I were seated, and Olive said:
"Harold, do you know Roberta?"
Harold hesitated a moment, and then exclaimed:
"Holy smoke! What are you doing in those girl's clothes?"
"Robert is going to wear girl's clothes all summer," Olive 

explained, "and his new name is 'Roberta*."
"I don't suppose I will be able to do some of the things 

boys will be doing this summer," I said, "but I will be able to 
go to the movies. I don't believe I should go this afternoon 
though."

"No, I don't suppose you will be able to do all of the things 
boys do," Harold agreed, "is it all right if I tell the other 
boys about you wearing girl's clothes?"

"I suppose so," I replied, "they will find it out sooner or 
later."

"OK, I'll see you later— Roberta," he stammered, as he bolt
ed for the back door.

"Well, at least, the news is out now," Olive said, "and I'll
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bet they will all be around to see you.*1
The next day, Sunday, I put on my prettiest dress, a white 

organdy with a satin underskirt, with a narrow red velvet ribbon 
laced around the neckline, and around the cuffs of the long full 
sleeves, each one tied in a pretty little bow, and white stockings 
and pumps with two-inch heels, and a little red velvet ribbon in 
my hair. I felt wonderfully feminine, and with just a little lip
stick and makeup Mother said I was a charming little girl. About 
4:00 o'clock that afternoon, Harold called on the phone and asked 
if he and some of the fellows could come over.

"What shall I say, Mother?” I implored, holding my hand 
over the phone.

"Why, invite them, of course!” she replied. ”You knew yest
erday afternoon that this was likely to happen, so you might as 
well get it over with now.”

”Yes, Harold," I replied over the phone, "come whenever you 
like.”

"We’ll be right over!” he replied, hanging up the phone.
As soon as I put down the phone Mother came in and looked 

me over to see if my makeup was alright, and that I otherwise 
looked my best. Her hasty inspection had hardly been completed 
when the front door bell rang.

"Your company has arrived," Mother said, "go and let them 
in while I fix some refreshments."

I went to the door, and I must confess that my knees were 
shaking, and I was extremely nervous.

"Come in boys," I invited, "I'm glad to see you all," I 
managed to say as Harold and four other boys with whom he had 
run around filed in on the porch and took seats.

I smoothed my skirts and sat down in a straight chair, keep
ing both feet flat on the floor with ray knees together. Harold 
and two of the boys sat in the porch swing, and the other two sat 
in the rocking chairs. For a few minutes nothing was said.

"I told the boys about you being dressed in girl's clothes, 
(Continued on page 50)
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I Played Tennis In A P ink  Chem ise

by Nanette (32-C-6)

When I was in college, I was an excellent tennis player, and 
entered into a number of tournaments. Despite my slim physique, I 
won several local championships, and went on to take the men's sin
gles in the state tournament. Many people urged me to enter the 
men's national tournament at Forest Hills. But, as you will see, I 
never did. As I look back, I think that I might have had a good 
chance of winning in the men's national tennis competition. How
ever, I have no regrets about having passed up this opportunity.

It all began when I entered the intercollegiate mixed doubles 
tournament with Helen Fitch. She was the prettiest brunette I've 
ever seen. I still have some photographs of her at that age. She 
had hazel eyes, a pert nose, and was almost as tall as I was.
Helen had a fairly good game of tennis. There were some better fe
male players around, but one day, in the jostling crowd leaving 
Geology class, she was somehow pushed against me. Her warm, soft 
body rested against my side for a moment, and our hands accidently 
touched.

"Oh, excuse me," she said. She smiled at me for a moment.
Then we were out in the hall, and she walked away, her yellow skirt 
and white ruffled blouse disappearing down the hall. The click of 
her heels and the scent of her perfume lingered in my senses long 
afterwards.

Several days later we met at the tennis courts, and we played. 
She had a good, steady game, and I enjoyed the set. Afterwards she 
said, "Walk me home?" It was heavenly escorting her back to where 
she lived.

From then on we met every afternoon to play tennis. She us
ually wore a pleated white skirt which came over her knees. Her 
pink bra showed through from underneath her blouse. I couldn't 
help staring, but she didn't mind; in fact, she seemed to enjoy my 
attention. Once, on a difficult shot, when she had to run to re
turn the ball on her backhand, I caught a glimpse of the tantaliz
ing lace of her panties. From then on, I often deliberately made 
her chase the ball on her backhand. I probably lost a lot of
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points by looking at Helen’s undies rather than the ball, but it 
was worth it* She appeared to sense what I was doing, and seemed 
to encourage me in my interest.

The mixed doubles tournament was held in a nearby city. Helen 
had an aunt who lived there alone in an apartment, and we arranged 
to change clothes there before the tournament. I waited with the 
aunt while Helen went into the other room to change from her light 
blue skirt and blouse combination into her tennis clothes. We were 
in a hurry, and she came tripping out very soon.

’•Better hurry it up”, she said, ."We’re due at the courts in 
fifteen minutes." I grabbed my bag with my tennis slacks, and went 
in to change, closing the door behind me.

In her hurry, Helen had left her things scattered around her 
aunt’s room. Her skirt and blouse lay sprawled across a chair, her 
shoes where they had been kicked off. I quickly undressed, and sat 
down on the bed to take off my shoes. Something warm and soft 
brushed against my bare body as I sat there. It was a lovely pink 
chemise, with laced edges and a ribbon around the waist. Intrigued,
I picked up the dainty satin in my hands. It was as if I held the
quintessence of Helen.

Why I did it I don’t know. But as if it were the most natural
thing in the world, as if it were something I did every day in my
life, I held the delicious pink underthing in front of me. Then I 
slipped first one foot, then the other foot into the satin chemise. 
Never had I felt such a deliciously cozy feeling. I put my arms 
through the shoulder straps, tied the ribbon around me, and luxur
iated in its soft, smooth warmth.

Suddenly Helen was knocking at the door. "If you don’t hurry, 
we’ll lose by forfeit." I was frantic lest she open the door. I 
ran over, and pushed against the door, which she had started to 
open.

"I’ll be right there," I called.
I pulled on my slacks and sport shirt, put on my tennis shoes, 

grabbed my racquet, and ran with Helen out to the waiting taxi.
Only when I settled back in the seat, with Helen next to me, did it 
dawn on me that I had forgotten to take off the pretty silk chemise.

Are you nervous?" she asked 
'Why, no."

38.



"I’ve never seen you so excited looking*" Helen said*
She took my hand in her's. Just before the taxi pulled up in 

front of the tennis courts, she turned to me. "Here's something 
for good luck," and her arms were about me, her lips next to mine.
We kissed warmly, and her hands ran up and down my back. It was 
delicious to be wearing the soft, silky feminine lingerie while her 
body was next to mine. The taxi came to a halt, and Helen drew 
back. She looked at me with an amused expression for a moment, and 
giggled. Then she straightened her hair, and said, "Let's go."

We won both of our matches in the tournament that day. I was 
very concerned about what would happen when Helen missed her chemise 
back at the apartment. But nothing was said, although as I look 
back both women did seem somewhat amused about something.

When I went to*get dressed, my first act was to leave the chem
ise in a corner, so it would look as if it had been misplaced. But 
after I had taken ray shower, and began to dress again, I took one 
more look at the dainty lace-edged pretty. I just couldn't bear 
to part with the darling underthing, so I put it on again under my 
regular clothes.

I washed and ironed my lovely pink undie in secret, and from 
that day on I wore the silk chemise whenever I had a date with Hel
en. Maybe it was my imagination, but she always seemed more tender 
with me when I had her pretti^ess next to my skin.

The night after we won the finals of that tournament, Helen and 
I had dinner at her aunt's apartment in order to celebrate. After 
the meal was over, the aunt said, "I've got a little surprise for 
you both. It's a prize for winning the tournament."

The gift was in a small box. Helen and I opened it. A lovely 
perfume became evident as we undid the inside wrapping.

"Oh, how lovely!" said Helen.
It was indeed gorgeous. The gift was a satiny pink brassiere 

with built-in padding. Inwardly I could hardly control my desire 
to put it on. But I couldn't admit that to the two women.

"I'm sure Helen will enjoy it a great deal,"I said.
Helen and her aunt shrieked with laughter. "Helen will enjoy 

it, " they mocked.
"What's so funny?" I asked.
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Helen came near to me. Her eyes were bright with love and
amusement. She was bewitching as she brought her lips a few inches
from mine. I was almost melting under the gaze of her hazel eyes 
and her delicate fragrance.

"You silly, silly girl," she said.
"What are you talking about?" I managed to say.
For an answer she kissed me gently, and caressed my Lapels with 

her hands. Then, so quickly that I couldn't stop her, she unbutt
oned my shirt, and pulled it aside. There I stood, in her pink 
chemise!

Both Helen and her aunt laughed again. I was blushing deeply,
and hardly knew what to say. But Helen placed her cheek against
mine.

"You're lovely in a satin chemise,"She said. And before I 
knew it, she had me completely undressed. I stood there, clad only 
in Helen's lace underthing. The aunt said,

"We've known all along that you were a chemise-girl. Everiisince that first day.
"Oh, she's so pretty in my chemise," said Helen. "Kiss me, 

darling," she said.
I asked, "But how did you know?"
"I could tell that day in the taxi that you had taken the bait," 

said Helen.
"The bait?" I queried. Helen's aunt interrupted,
"You see, Helen has always wanted to find her ideal man— a man 

who loves to wear pretty girl's clothes. We suspected you were a 
chemise-girl when Helen first saw you in her Geology class. Then, 
playing tennis, you were so fascinated with her pink undies, that 
we were almost certain. So the first day you changed clothes here,
I told Helen to leave her chemise where you could find it."

"And you couldn't resist it," Helen said dreamily.
I laughed. "Yes, it was just too darling."
Helen and her aunt nodded. "We thought that's what would hap

pen," they said. "And now," added the aunt," it's time for you to 
try on your gift."



The two girls helped me slip into the stunning brassiere. As 
the aunt adjusted the straps, Helen and I were rapturous. It fit 
snugly, and gave me just the profile I needed.

That was how our tennis twosome started. With the aid of her 
aunt, it wasn’t long before Helen was buying me all kinds of pretty 
feminine clothes. But what we both liked most was a tennis outfit 
I wore which was an exact match of Helen’s— white pleated skirt and 
all.

’’Too bad we two girls can’t play tennis together,” I said. 
Helen’s aunt thought for a moment.

"Let’s experiment," she said.
So I was fitted for a wig. On the day it arrived, Helen and 

her aunt shaved my legs and arms. After I put on my tennis dress, 
they added some makeup. A crimson lipstick completed my girlishness.

I was so perfect that Helen almost swooned with joy. That 
very day, we played tennis together on a public court. I found 
that playing in a skirt gave me an added freedom of movement, and 
my game improved tremendously. Helen and her aunt urged me to enter 
the local women’s singles tournament. I was nervous beforehand, 
but as soon as I got on the courts in my pretty curls and pink 
sneakers, I be-came calm. I reached the finals in the tournament. 
Then disaster occurred! One of my shoulder straps broke when I 
made a difficult return on the tennis court! I was sure my lovely 
figure would be ruined, and was so concerned that I lost the next 
set. But Helen’s aunt saved the day. From somewhere she procured 
a needle and thread, and during the brief rest period, she sewed 
the pink ribbon back to the lace bodice. I went back on the court, 
and won the tournament without losing another game.

The rest is sports history. I went on to win championship 
after championship, and rapidly rose to the top. So as I said be
fore, I have no regrets as I look back. True, I might have won the 
men's championship at Forest Hills. But why should I regret that? 
After all, I did win the women's championship, wearing a pink chem- 
i se.
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The Wish To Be a Girl and Wear Girl's Clothing
by Winfie (5- B- 1)

In recent years, somewhat more attention has been paid by 
medical men , (including psychiatrists) psychologists and some lay
men to the problem of transvestism and transsexualism. The book 
Transve sti sm (Edited by the late Dr. David 0. Cauldwell) presents 
some interesting and stimulating articles by both professional 
men and by Transvestites. I have, in my rather extensive library 
many scientific books and not a few periodicals on the subject 
of Transvestism and Transsexualism. It would seem that usually 
the medical men should have a more soundly based knowledge of the 
dynamics of Transvestism than the Transvestites (excepting any 
persons of the professions who may have been or still are, Trans
vestites). On the other hand, (again excepting the same group) 
it would seem that the actual feelings of the Eonists can be 
known only to themselves. Hence, the first group can be more ob
jective than the latter in many cases, but they will never, un
less themselves Transvestites, quite understand the feelings of 
the latter.

As a Transvestite and Transsexualist I propose to give some 
authentic facts about myself, with comments. The existence of 
such a magazine as Transvestia can prove helpful in providing a 
medium through which such experiences may be shared and in so do
ing can be cathartic. Most of us have no wish to be rid of our 
desires, but in most cases they have to be satisfied in loneliness. 
Having them printed can be a vicarious way of communing with 
others who feel the same way.

My Transvestitism and Transsexualism have not been shared.
The former is known to my wife and daughter and the latter who 
has never seen me in feminine clothing is quite accepting of it 
whereas my wife is disgusted so that I wear my finery only when 
she is not around as I do not think it fair to do otherwise. My 
Transsexualism is known only to myself. At times the desire to 
be a woman in form is excruciatingly intense but at my age I re
alize that there is no hope for a change.

I am now 57 years old though my phsician and others have
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told me that I look ten years younger. Physiologically, I am a 
white male but my feelings are feminine. My build is ectomorphic 
(slender) my nose is Roman unfortunately, my hair is now quite 
sparse. My beard is rather dark, but I can usually hide it thr
ough makeup. There is some development of breast tissue and 
this pleases me while my skin is very soft and smooth. I keep 
my body shaved.

My mother was one of several children. Her youngest sister 
had three lovely daughters whereas my mother, who also wanted 
girls (considering boys rough and uncouth) had three boys. Be
cause of her longing for a girl, she treated me more or less as 
one.

I was never a brave child, never liked rough and tumble 
garnets though later, in college I "found" field hockey, enjoyed 
it and played for my college. Later I used to spend hours coach
ing boys at the various schools in which I taught hockey. I have 
always been fond of children and there have been few that have 
not liked me. I also enjoyed tennis and have always been fond 
of walking. I never could throw a ball well or far and when 
playing cricket in grade school (for lack of other better players) 
I was usually put where I could do the least harm.

I recall, when young, attaching myself to strangers who 
were walking the same way as I was, and talking with them so that 
I might avoid boys who would torment me. Whether this "sissi- 
ness" was partly the result of physical endowment and partly the 
result of environmental factors I do not know.

I might say here that for a long time I suffered from very 
severe nosebleeds. My trouble was finally diagnosed as thrombo
cytopenic purpura and after some experimentation vitamin K was 
prescribed and for some years now I have been free of the hem- 
orrages but will have to take the vitamin for the rest of my life.

In the cause of science I have bequeathed my body after 
death to a famous clinic in the state. When giving details of 
my trouble I mentioned my Transvestism and Transsexualism so that 
search for any physical causes may be made at the same time.

My mother expected me to help with the housework but this 
never bothered me as I enjoyed doing it. I still do. Nothing
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pleases me better than to don feminine garments and work around 
the house. In my wife's absence I can do this at times.

I have been called artistic. I recall, when young, taking 
great pride in arranging the table and floral decorations when 
visitors were expected and many favorable comments were made on 
my efforts. Comments too, have been made on my choice of gifts 
and when I purchase clothing for my granddaughters, salesladies 
usually say how attractive and suitable it is.

I was born in England though, when about eight went with 
my parents to one of the Dominions. While in England, I usually 
spent several weeks with my maternal grandmother. In the home 
were several aunts who made much of me. There was also a favor
ite girl cousin whom I loved dearly and envied too for her fine 
frilly attire. We played together, cut out paper dolls, and 
sometimes were put to bed together when visitors crowded in. We 
talked of many things. As a result of my professional training,
I should imagine that under such conditions some sexual exper
imentation would take place, but if so these were repressed. I 
would imagine this to be the case since my mother was quite a 
prude where sex was concerned and I 1md to find ̂ ovt about sex in 
my own way. Some months ago, this favorite cousin of mine (now 
a war widow) wrote to me and we resumed our correspondence. In 
one btter I asked if I had ever been dressed in girl's clothing 
as my grandmother always had at least one maid and I had read of 
some of the things maids can do with little boys. I could not 
recall ever having been dressed that way but wondered about it 
in view of my Transvestism. In her reply, my cousin wrote, "You 
ask me about dressing up in my clothes. Yes you did and I can 
tell you how it came about. You always felt it wasn't fair that 
little girls could wear frillies and gay colours and you really 
coveted a little feathered set of cap, necklet and muff I was 
wearing on Sundays that winter. Well, as it happened, my Auntie 
Edith got married while you were living àt N....and I was the 
bridesmaid with an extra frilly white dress with a huge sash and 
a floppy hat with pink rosebuds and when you saw me driving off 
in all my glory that was the last straw. You were discovered 
later sitting in state arrayed in my complete Sunday outfit, vel
vet dress, scarlet coat, hat, necklet, muff the lot and you had
n't been satisfied with the top layers either but had fallen for

46



undies threaded with pale pink ribbon.”
I still recall the long dark curls my cousin wore. I think 

that my choice of girl friends and later my choice of a wife 
(now that I look back) was largely determined on this basis.
When I add that my mother had lovely hair, though not the dark 
tresses I love, the thesis that Transvestism is connected with 
one's mother may apply here in part.

I also remember still her pretty lace-trimmed drawers (as 
they were then termed). Once her mother said something about 
putting a pair on me. Delight rose in my bosom but faded when 
she decided against this.. On another occasion, I was the only 
patient in the isolation ward in my home town and since my case 
of scarlet fever was a mild one, I had the run of the place and 
the nurses spoiled me. One day, one of them took me with her 
when she went to put away clothing of some children previously 
discharged. (At that time such clothing and toys had to be left 
at the hospital.) Holding up a pair of pretty lacy drawers the 
nurse said something about my wearing them, but once again I was 
sorely disappointed. Eyelet hole lace-trimmed panties still ex
ert a powerful influence on me. If I happen to catch sight of 
pretty panties on a little girl with bare legs below, I still 
feel thrilled and I feel certain that this stems from my exper
iences with my cousin. I recall when in grade school a very 
pretty, talented little girl falling backwards off a form in the 
classroom. Momentarily I saw her pretty underwear and though I 
felt sorry that she had fallen, still felt thrilled at the sight. 
I also felt the same way then, at a school concert, a musically 
talented little girl, in a frilly frock stood on the stage to 
play a violin solo. The stage was quite high and the little 
girl's dress quite short. I am afraid that I did not hear, much 
of the music but gazed enviously at her very lovely parities.

During the time I was in undergraduate college, I had no 
opportunity for crossdressing. The upsurge of puberty no doubt 
played a part here but I know that once or twice when my family 
was out I looked through my mother's drawers and found some soft 
silken bloomers which I had to don. My Transvestism was only 
more or less dormant.

When I became engaged to my wife I enjoyed buying her lovely
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l i n g e r i e  b u t  I know now t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  was so t h a t  I  m i g h t  have 
p l e a s u r e  v i c a r i o u s l y .

A f t e r  m a r r i a g e ,  I had no o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  my 
T r a n s v e s t i t e  d e s i r e s .  When b o t h  my c h i l d r e n ,  a  s o n ,  and  a  d au 
g h t e r  m a r r i e d  and  l e f t  o u r  home t h e  d o r m a n t  d e s i r e s  became a c t i v e .  
T h i s  h a p p e n e d  s u d d e n l y .  One day I f o u n d  an i l l u s t r a t e d  c a t a l o g  
f rom  a  women’ s c l o t h i n g  s t o r e .  I  l o o k e d  t h r o u g h  i t .  A p a i r  o f  
l a c y  p a n t i e s  s t r u c k  my e y e s .  I had  n e v e r  had s u c h  a  f e e l i n g  a s  
t h e n  came o v e r  me. I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  l o n g - d o r m a n t  f e e l i n g s  came 
f l o o d i n g  o u t .  I  s e n t  away f o r  a  p a i r .  When t h e y  came l  donned 
them i n  s e c r e t  and  my h e a r t  b e a t  w i l d l y  a s  o n l y  T r a n s v e s t i t e s  can 
u n d e r s t a n d .  I knew w h a t  I had  b ee n  m i s s i n g  f o r  so l o n g .

I beg a n  t o  buy l i n g e r i e .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  u r g e  was so s t r o n g  
t h a t  a t  t i m e s ,  when money was n o t  p l e n t i f u l ,  I  s o l d  some o f  my 
b o o k s  ( and  n e x t  t o  my f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g  my l i b r a r y  i s  v e r y  im por 
t a n t ) .  F o r  q u i t e  some t i m e ,  t h e  u r g e  t o  buy was so c o m p u l s i v e  
t h a t  I c o u l d  h a r d l y  c o n t r o l  i t .

I  beg a n  t o  w e a r  p r e t t y  t h i n g s  i n  b e d .  My w i f e  and I o c c 
u p i e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t w i n  b e d s  so f o r  a  t i m e  t h e  ch a n g e  was n o t  
n o t e d  by h e r .  One d a y , s h e  came t o  me t o  make l o v e ,  s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  f o r  q u i t e  a  l o n g  t i m e  she  had  n o t  d e s i r e d .  She fo u n d  wha t  
I was w e a r i n g  and  was s h o c k e d .  I t r i e d  t o  e x p l a i n  wha t  T r a n s 
v e s t i s m  was and  s i n c e  t h e n  h av e  s u c c e e d e d  b u t  h av e  n e v e r  been 
a b l e  t o  e r a d i c a t e  h e r  d i s g u s t *  I n t u i t i v e l y  she  knew t h a t  I would  
g r a d u a t e  f rom  w e a r i n g  p a n t i e s  t o  o t h e r  a r t i c l e s  o f  f e m i n i n e  a t t 
i r e  and  she  was r i g h t .  Now I hav e  a  w a r d r o b e  o f  l o v e l y  f e m i n i n e  
w e a r  b u t  w e a r  i t  a t  t i m e s  when my w i f e  w i l l  n o t  come upon me b e 
c a u s e ,  t h o u g h  I s h o u l d  l o v e  t o  h av e  h e r  a p p r o v a l ,  I do n o t  f e e l  
i t  i s  f a i r  t o  a n n o y  h e r  b e c a u s e  h e r  v i e w s  d i f f e r  f rom  m in e .

My T r a n s v e s t i s m  i s  v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g .  None b u t  a  T r a n s v e s 
t i t e  can  know t h e  f e e l i n g  one h a s  when a r r a y e d  i n  l o v e l y  g a r m e n t s .  
I t  c a n n o t  be t o l d  i n  w o r d s .  Bu t  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  m o re .  I s h o u l d  
l i k e  t o  be a  woman, b u t  know t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  me so 
a c c e p t  my s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  g r a c e  I c a n .  I know t h a t  p h y s i c a l 
l y  I am a  m a l e ,  b u t  my m e n t a l  s t a t e  and  my e m o t i o n s  a r e  f e m i n i n e .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n  I  m i g h t  s a y  t h a t  I h av e  a t t e n d e d  a  number  o f  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  a  number  o f  c o u n t r i e s  and  h av e  s e v e r a l  d e g r e e s .
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I am w e l l  r e g a r d e d  i n  my communi ty  and h a v e  s o u g h t  a t  a l l  t i m e s  
t o  be a good c i t i z e n .  P o s s i b l y  my w o r k ,  i n  w h ic h  I am o f  s e r v i c e  
t o  o t h e r s ,  i s  t h e  way i n  w h ich  I s u b l i m a t e  my l o n g i n g  i n  some 
m e a s u r e .

W i n f i e  ,
C a l i f o r n i a

attend the next FPE meeting a l s o . ”
you

“I see you got up on the wrong side of the bed 
this morning, Rollo.”
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( S u m m e r  i n  P e t t i c o a t s  c o n t i n u e d )

and  how yo u  l o o k e d , M* H a r o l d  e x p l a i n e d ,  " b u t  t h e y  w a n te d  t o  come 
o v e r  and  s e e  you t o o # "

"How do you l i k e  my d r e s s  t o d a y ? "  I a s k e d .

" I t ’ s s u p e r ! "  t h e y  r e p l i e d  i n  u n i s o n ,  " b u t  a r e  you r e a l l y  
g o i n g  t o  w e a r  d r e s s e s  a l l  summer,  and i s  y o u r  name g o i n g  t o  be 
• R o b e r t a 1?"  t h e y  a s k e d .

" Y e s , "  I r e p l i e d ,  " I  am g o i n g  t o  w e a r  d r e s s e s  a l l  t h e  r e s t  
o f  t h e  summer,  and my new name i s  R o b e r t a . "

"Are yo u  g o i n g  t o  w ear  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s  ev en  when you go t o  
s c h o o l  n e x t  T u e s d a y  t o  g e t  y o u r  r e p o r t  card?!* H a r o l d  a s k e d .  I 
had f o r g o t t e n  e n t i r e l y  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  s c h o o l  had c l o s e d  f o r  t h e  
summer on F r i d a y ,  t h a t  we were  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  on 
T u e s d a y  m o r n i n g  f o r  t h e  c l o s i n g  e x e r c i s e s  and t o  g e t  o u r  r e p o r t  
c a r d s !

"Maybe one o f  you c o u l d  b r i n g  me my r e p o r t  c a r d , "  I s u g g e s t 
ed , " I  had f o r g o t t e n  a l l  a b o u t  i t . "

"You o u g h t  t o  g o , "  H a r o l d  r e p l i e d ,  "you can  even  go w i t h  me 
i f  you w a n t  t o . "

" I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  k n o w ,"  I r e p l i e d ,  " p e r h a p s  I w i l l ,  an a  I 
wou ld  l i k e  t o  go w i t h  y o u . "

" I f  y ou  d o ,  why d o n ' t  you w ear  t h e  d r e s s  you h ave  on now ,"  
H a r o l d  s u g g e s t e d ,  " i t  w i l l  be a  s e n s a t i o n ! "

"Do yo u  t h i n k  i t  would  be a l r i g h t ? "  I a s k e d .

"Do I  t h i n k  i t  w ou ld  be a l r i g h t ! "  he  e x c l a i m e d ,  " I t  would  
be a l l  wrong  i f  you  d i d  n o t  g o ,  o r  i f  you d i d  n o t  w ea r  one o f  y o u r  
d r e s s e s ,  e v e r y b o d y  i s  e x p e c t i n g  you  t o  come and e v e r y o n e  i s  a n 
x i o u s  t o  s e e  y o u . "

A l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  M o t h e r  came o u t  t o  t h e  p o r c h ,  and  s a i d ,  "Boys,  
p l e a s e  e x c u s e  R o b e r t a  f o r  a  moment?"

I went  t o  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  and r e t u r n e d  w i t h  a  t r a y  o f  r e f r e s h 
m e n t s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  c o k e s  and c o o k i e s ,  w h ich  I t o o k  o u t  t o  t h e  
p o r c h  and s e r v e d  t o  t h e  b o y s .  A f t e r  a b o u t  an  h o u r ,  and a f t e r  a l l  
o f  t h e  b o y s  had a s s u r e d  me t h a t  t h e y  w a n te d  me t o  go t o  s c h o o l  
w i t h  them on T u e s d a y ,  t h e y  l e f t .
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" W e l l ,  R o b e r t a ! "  M o th e r  s a i d  a f t e r  t h e y  w ere  g o n e ,  " I t  l o o k s  
l i k e  you a r e  r e a l l y  g o i n g  t o  be a  g i r l  t h i s  summer,  d o e s n ' t  i t ?
How do you f e e l  now a b o u t  b e i n g  s e e n  i n  y o u r  p r e t t y  d r e s s e s ? "

"Oh, M o t h e r ,  I had no i d e a  e v e r y o n e  would  know a b o u t  i t  so 
s o o n , "  I r e p l i e d ,  "and I had no i d e a  e v e r y o n e  would  l i k e  me i n  
d r e s s e s .  Do you r e a l l y  t h i n k  I s h o u l d  go t o  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  c l o s 
i n g  e x e r c i s e s  and w ear  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ? "

" C e r t a i n l y  I t h i n k  you s h o u l d  go and w e a r  y o u r  p r e t t i e s t  
d r e s s , "  she  r e p l i e d ,  " a f t e r  a l l ,  you  wou ld  l o o k  much more o u t  o f  
p l a c e  i n  b o y ' s  c l o t h e s  w i t h  y o u r  new h a i r - d o  and  e v e r y o n e  i s  e x 
p e c t i n g  you t o  be i n  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s ,  and  s i n c e  you a r e  g o i n g  t o  
be in  d r e s s e s  a l l  summer you r e a l l y  s h o u l d  n o t  m i s s  t h i s  o p p o r t 
u n i t y  t o  g e t  e v e r y o n e  u s e d  t o  y o u r  new c l o t h e s . "

L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  I c a l l e d  H a r o l d ,  and t o l d  him I was g o i n g  
t o  s c h o o l  on T u e s d a y ,  and t h a t  I wou ld  w ear  t h e  d r e s s  I had worn 
t h a t  a f t e r n o o n ,  and t h a t  I wo uld  l i k e  t o  h ave  him go w i t h  me. I 
went  o v e r  t o  O l i v e ' s  h o u s e  l a t e r ,  an d  t o l d  h e r  a b o u t  t h e  b o y s  com
i n g  t o  s ee  me and t h a t  I was g o i n g  t o  s c h o o l  T u e s d a y .  O l i v e  was 
a  y e a r  a h e ad  o f  me in  High S c h o o l ;  I was j u s t  f i n i s h i n g  my s e c o n d  
y e a r ,  and she  was j u s t  f i n i s h i n g  h e r  J u n i o r  y e a r .

L a t e r  t h a t  n i g h t  I wen t  o v e r  t o  O l i v e ' s  h o u s e  and  t o l d  h e r  
I had d e c i d e d  t o  wear  my w h i t e  o r g a n d y  d r e s s  t o  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  
c l o s i n g  e x e r c i s e s .

"How a r e  you p l a n n i n g  on g e t t i n g  t o  s c h o o l ? "  she  a s k e d .

" I  r e a l l y  had  n o t  g i v e n  i t  a  t h o u g h t , "  I r e p l i e d .

" W e l l ,  my d e a r  g i r l ,  you c e r t a i n l y  c a n n o t  r i d e  t h a t  b o y ' s  
b i c y c l e  you have bee n  r i d i n g  a l l  y e a r ,  now can  y o u ? "  she  demand
e d .  " A f t e r  a l l ,  i t  would  n o t  l o o k  v e r y  n i c e  no m a t t e r  w ha t  d r e s s  
you w e a r ,  and i t  i s  m os t  c e r t a i n l y  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i f  you 
wear  y o u r  n i c e  w h i t e  o r g a n d y , "  she  c o n c l u d e d .

"What s h a l l  I do?"  I a s k e d .

" C a l l  H a r o l d  and e x p l a i n  t o  h im t h a t  you w o n ' t  be a b l e  t o  
r i d e  y o u r  b i c y c l e ,  o f  c o u r s e , "  she  d i r e c t e d ,  " and  I w i l l  g e t  
M o th e r  t o  l e t  me d r i v e  t h e  c a r ,  and you can  go w i t h  me, and i f  
H a r o l d  w a n t s  t o  r i d e  w i t h  u s ,  o f  c o u r s e  he  i s  w e l c o m e . "
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I c a l l e d  H a r o l d  and e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  I c o u l d n ' t  r i d e  my b i c y 
c l e ,  and t h a t  I was g o i n g  w i t h  O l i v e  i n  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  c a r ,  and he 
a g r e e d  t o  r i d e  w i t h  u s ,

I awoke e a r l y  on T u e s d a y ,  and M o t h e r  h e l p e d  me d r e s s  in  my 
b e a u t i f u l  w h i t e  o r g a n d y  d r e s s ,  and a f t e r  she  had b r u s h e d  my h a i r  
and p u t  on a  v e r y  l i g h t  makeup I was a l l  r e a d y  t o  g o .  M o th e r  went 
w i t h  me o v e r  t o  O l i v e ' s  h o u s e .  To my s u r p r i s e ,  O l i v e  was d r e s s e d  
in  w h i t e  o r g a n d y  t o o ,  and a s  soon a s  H a r o l d  came we g o t  i n  t h e  
c a r  and s t a r t e d  t o  s c h o o l .  I had on a  c u t e  l i t t l e  b o n n e t - s h a p e d  
s t r a w  h a t  w i t h  a  r e d  r i b b o n  t i e d  i n  a  bow u n d e r  my c h i n .  When we 
g o t  t o  s c h o o l  O l i v e  l e f t  u s  and wen t  d i r e c t l y  t o  h e r  room,  and 
H a r o l d  and I w en t  t o  o u r  room. I w en t  i n ,  and t o o k  o f f  my h a t ,  
and  hu ng  i t  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  c l o s e t  w he re  t h e  g i r l s  k e p t  t h e i r  h a t s  
and c o a t s ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  s m o o t h in g  o u t  my s k i r t ,  t o o k  my r e g u l a r  
s e a t .  N o t h i n g  was s a i d ,  b u t  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  was s t a r i n g  
a t  me, and I m us t  a d m i t  t h a t  I b l u s h e d .  M is s  A n d e r s o n ,  ou r  home 
room t e a c h e r  came i n  and  to o k  h e r  p l a c e  a t  h e r  d e s k  and l o o k e d  
o u t  o v e r  t h e  room.

"I  s e e  t h a t  we hav e  a  new g i r l  t h i s  m o r n i n g , "  she  o b s e r v e d ,  
" p l e a s e  s t a n d  up and t e l l  u s  y o u r  n a m e . "

I s t o o d  u p ,  b l u s h i n g  f u r i o u s l y ,  b u t  made no r e p l y  t o  h e r  r e 
q u e s t  t h a t  I g i v e  my name;  I was much t o o  c o n f u s e d  t o  say  a n y 
t h i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  I s a t  down a s  e v e r y b o d y  s t a r t e d  w h i s p e r i n g  a t  
o n c e .  M i s s  A n d e r s o n  r a p p e d  on h e r  d e s k ,  and o r d e r  was f i n a l l y  
r e s t o r e d .

"We w i l l  a l l  h av e  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  o u r  
n e w e s t  s t u d e n t  a f t e r  t h e  e x e r c i s e s  a r e  o v e r , "  M is s  A n d e r s o n  s a i d ,  
" so  l e t  u s  hav e  o r d e r ! "

She t h e n  s t a r t e d  g i v i n g  o u t  t h e  r e p o r t  c a r d s ,  and  f i n a l l y ,
I h e a r d  my name:  " R o b e r t  M ason!"  I a r o s e  and  w a lk e d  up t o  t h e
f r o n t  o f  t h e  room t o  M is s  A n d e r s o n ' s  d e s k ,  and l i k e  a l l  o f  t h e  
g i r l s ,  i n s t e a d  o f  s h a k i n g  h a n d s  I g av e  a  c u r t s y ,  and t o o k  my r e 
p o r t  c a r d ,  and r e t u r n e d  t o  my s e a t .  M o t h e r  had t o l d  me t o  c u r t s y  
i n s t e a d  o f  s h a k i n g  h a n d s ,  and I had w a tc h e d  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l s ,  b u t  
I mus t  a d m i t  I was somewhat s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  I had remembered i t ,  
and had been  a b l e  t o  make a  c u r t s y  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  had v e r y  much 
p r a c t i c e .  A f t e r  t h e  r e p o r t  c a r d s  had bee n  g i v e n  o u t  we a l l  formed
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in  a  l i n e  and m arched  t o  o u r  d e s i g n a t e d  p l a c e  in  t h e  s c h o o l  a u d 
i t o r i u m  w h e r e ,  a t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  M i s s  A n d e r s o n ,  I s a t  in  t h e  
s e c t i o n  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  g i r l s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  day  was o v e r  and 
s c h o o l  was f o r m a l l y  d i s m i s s e d  f o r  summer v a c a t i o n .  No s o o n e r  had 
I g o t t e n  o u t  on t h e  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s  t h a n  I was s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  b o t h  
g i r l s  and b o y s .  I remembered  l i t t l e  o f  wha t  was s a i d ,  and wh at  
had h a p p e n e d  e x c e p t  t h a t  q u i t e  a  number  o f  t h e  g i r l s  a s k e d  i f  I 
would  come t o  p a r t i e s  w h ich  t h e y  w e re  p l a n n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  summer,  
and I t o l d  them my new name was t o  be ‘ R o b e r t a ' .  I made no a t t 
empt t o  g i v e  any e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  a p p e a r i n g  in  g i r l ' s  c l o t h e s .
At l a s t  we were  in  O l i v e ’ s c a r ,  and on t h e  way home.

" R o b e r t a ,  my d e a r " ,  she  s a i d ,  "you were  a s e n s a t i o n ! "  4

" R e a l l y ,  I am g l a d  i t  i s  o v e r , "  I r e p l i e d ,  " b u t  I h ave  e n 
jo y e d  i t ,  and  I' .m g l a d  I c a m e ."

We a r r i v e d  a t  O l i v e ' s  home a b o u t  n o o n ,  and h e r  m o t h e r  had a 
l o v e l y  l u n c h  p r e p a r e d ,  and t o  my s u r p r i s e ,  two o t h e r  g i r l s ,  E l i z 
a b e t h  P r i c e ,  and Mary Dolan a l s o  a r r i v e d  a t  O l i v e ' s  h o u s e  v e r y  . 
soon a f t e r  we g o t  t h e r e .

" E l i z a b e t h  and Mary w a n te d  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  
y o u , "  O l i v e  e x p l a i n e d .  They were  in  my c l a s s  a t  s c h o o l  and  b o t h  
were j u s t  a b o u t  my own a g e .

We had a  p e r f e c t l y  l o v e l y  l u n c h ,  ana  I e n j o y e d  t h e  ' g i r l -  
t a l k '  t h o r o u g h l y .  Bo th  E l i z a b e t h  and Mary i n v i t e d  me t o  come to  
t h e i r  h o u s e  w h e n e v e r  I c o u l d ,  and p r o m i s e d  t o  i n v i t e  me t o  t h e  
p a r t i e s  t h e y  were  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  summer.

Thus  my summer i n  p e t t i c o a t s  b egan!  I t  was i n d e e d  a h a p p y ,  
and a  b u s y  summer! M o th e r  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  I m us t  l e a r n  t o  c o o k ,  
keep  h o u s e ,  and t a k e  c a r e  o f  my c l o t h e s ,  so I had a  f u l l  s c h e d u l e  
o f  a c t i v i t i e s .  I h e l p e d  M o th e r  w i t h  t h e  h o u s e  w o rk ,  and she  b e 
gan t e a c h i n g  me t o  c o o k ,  and b a k e .  I a l s o  l e a r n e d  how t o  i r o n  
my c l o t h e s ,  and t o  sew when mend ing  was n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  1 must  
c o n f e s s  t h a t  I found  s e w i n g  d i f f i c u l t .  I had bee n  t a k i n g  p i a n o  
l e s s o n s  t w i c e  a  week,  and n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  I c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  them,  
and my p i a n o  t e a c h e r  was d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  my ch an g e  i n t o  g i r l ' s  
c l o t h e s .

"My d e a r , "  she s a i d ,  " y o u r  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  be much more r a p i d ,

53



an d  I  am s u r e  m u s i c  w i l l  mean much more t o  y o u , "  she  e x p l a i n e d .
"If all of my boypupils were put into petticoats they would be 
much more satisfactory," she concluded.

At l e a s t  once  a  w e ek ,  I  w e n t  t o  O l i v e ' s  h o u s e ,  o r  t o  M a r y ' s  
o r  E l i z a b e t h ' s  h o u s e ,  o r  t h e y  came t o  my home,  and I  was i n v i t e d  
t o  e v e r y  ' g i r l - p a r t y '  t h e y  had t h a t  summer.  On some o c c a s i o n s  of  
c o u r s e ,  t h e y  i n v i t e d  b o y s  t o  t h e i r  p a r t i e s ,  and a f t e r  one o f  t h o s e  
p a r t i e s ,  M o t h e r  d e c i d e d  1 s h o u l d  n o t  a t t e n d  p a r t i e s  w he re  t h e r e  
w e re  b o y s  e x c e p t  i n  o u r  own home* I  h ad  s e v e r a l  p a r t i e s  a t  home, 
and  on t h o s e  o c c a s i o n s  I a l w a y s  i n v i t e d  H a r o l d  and t h e  o t h e r  boys  
I  h ad  r u n  a r o u n d  w i t h ,  and  a l s o  i n v i t e d  O l i v e ,  E l i z a b e t h  and Mary,  
and  l a t e r  I  i n v i t e d  my c o u s i n  Ju d y  a l s o ,  I  a l s o  w e n t  t o  t h e  mov
i e s  a t  l e a s t  once  a  w e ek ,  u s u a l l y  on S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n ,  and a l 
ways  w i t h  a g i r l  c o m p a n i o n ,  and o f t e n  H a r o l d  a c c o m p a n i e d  u s .

My b i r t h d a y  came on J u l y  3 1 ,  and  o f  c o u r s e ,  O l i v e  g a v e  a  
b i r t h d a y  p a r t y  f o r  me. I  r e c e i v e d  some l o v e l y  p r e s e n t s  c o n s i s t 
i n g  o f  p a n t i e s ,  s l i p s ,  and  i n e x p e n s i v e  j e w e l r y .  M o th e r  gav e  me 
t h r e e  b e a u t i f u l  d r e s s e s ,  one o f  w h i c h  was a  w i n t e r  d r e s s .  " I t  
w i l l  be n i c e  f o r  s c h o o l - w e a r , "  she  e x p l a i n e d .  T h a t  was t h e  f i r s t  
i n d i c a t i o n  I had  t h a t  I  would  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  F a l l  i n  
f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e ,  and  i t  t h r i l l e d  me t o  t h i n k  o f  i t .

Soon i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  r e t u r n i n g  t o  s c h o o l  
w h e r e  I would  be i n  t h e  J u n i o r  C l a s s .

" I  do hope you w i l l  n o t  ch a n g e  b a c k  i n t o  b o y ' s  c l o t h e s  when 
s c h o o l  o p e n s , "  O l i v e  s a i d  one d a y .

" I  t h i n k  M o t h e r  p l a n s  on me c o n t i n u i n g  i n  d r e s s e s , "  I  r e p l 
i e d ,  " s h e  i s  a l r e a d y  g e t t i n g  my s c h o o l  w a r d r o b e  r e a d y . "

"Oh, I am so g l a d ! "  O l i v e  r e p l i e d ,  " E v e r y o n e  h a s  become a c c 
u s t o m e d  t o  s e e i n g  you i n  d r e s s e s ,  and y o u r  h a i r  h a s  grown o u t  so 
n i c e l y ,  i t  wou ld  be a  shame f o r  you t o  ch a n g e  b a c k . "

A l l  t o o  soon t h e  f i r s t  day o f  s c h o o l  a r r i v e d ,  and i t  had 
b ee n  d e c i d e d  t h a t  I wo uld  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  a s  ' R o b e r t a ' ,  so when 
t h e  g r e a t  day came I was d r e s s e d  in  one o f  my p r e t t i e s t  d r e s s e s ,  
a  l o v e l y  b l u e  d r e s s  w i t h  l o n g  s l e e v e s ,  and a  v e r y  f u l l  s k i r t  u n d e r  
w h ich  I wore t h e  f r i l l i e s t  p a n t i e s  and p e t t i c o a t s  I had e v e r  worn! 
I f e l t  a b s o l u t e l y  w o n d e r f u l !  The f i r s t  d a y ,  o r  c o u r s e ,  was f o r
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r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  and M o t h e r  d e c i d e d  t o  go  w i t h  me i n  c a s e  any  q u e s 
t i o n  a r o s e .  When I p r e s e n t e d  my r e p o r t  c a r d ,  w h i c h  b o r e  t h e  name 
• R o b e r t  M a s o n 1 , M o t h e r  made t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  and I  was 
d u l y  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  ' R o b e r t a  M as o n 1 , and a s s i g n e d  a  l o c k e r  i n  t h e  
g i r l ' s  l o c k e r - r o o m ,  and i t  seemed t h a t  I was f a i r l y  l a u n c h e d  upon 
my J u n i o r  Y e a r  i n  a  High S c h o o l  a s  a  g i r l !  I  was d e l i g h t e d ,  and 
t h r i l l e d  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  i n  s t o r e  f o r  me d u r i n g  t h e  
ooming y e a r ,  b u t ,  a l a s !  I t  was n o t  t o  be a f t e r  a l l .

At  t h e  end o f  t h e  s e c o n d  week o f  t h e  t e r m  M o t h e r  r e c e i v e d  a  
l e t t e r  f rom  t h e  S c h o o l  Board  a d v i s i n g  t h a t  s i n c e  my name had n e v e r  
been l e g a l l y  ch a n g ed  f rom  R o b e r t  t o  ' R o b e r t a ' , and s i n c e  a l l  o f  
my s c h o o l  r e c o r d s  were  i n  t h e  name o f  ' R o b e r t '  i t  w ou ld  be im
p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  c o n t i n u e  a s  a  g i r l ,  and t h e y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  I 
be r e - r e g i s t e r e d  a s  ' R o b e r t '  i n s t e a d  o f  ' R o b e r t a ' ,  and t h a t  I be 
d r e s s e d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  a l s o .  M o th e r  wen t  t o  s e e  t h e  C oun ty  S u p e r -  
i n t e n d a n t ,  b u t  he r e f u s e d  t o  change  h i s  d i r e c t i o n s ,  and I was com
p e l l e d  t o  c e a s e  w e a r i n g  my b e a u t i f u l  c l o t h e s  t o  s c h o o l ,  and re sume 
my b o y ' s  c l o t h i n g .  N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  c o n t i n u e d  t o  w ear  
my b e a u t i f u l  d r e s s e s  a t  horn?, and on w e e k - e n d s ,  and t o  p a r t i e s  
n o t  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  s c h o o l .

My w o n d e r f u l  summer i n  p e t t i c o a t s  had  come t o  an e n d ,  b u t  I 
s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  i t ,  n o r  have  I e v e r  c e a s e d  t o  l o v e  t h e  many 
b e a u t i f u l  d r e s s e s ,  and t h e  o t h e r  l o v e l y  a r t i c l e s  o f  f e m i n i n e  
a t t i r e  t o  w h ich  I  became a c c u s t o m e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  w o n d e r f u l  summer.

" . . . A n d  now,  p a n e l ,  i f  Mr.  Bax t e r  w i l l  w h i s p e r  
h i s  s e c r e t  to me ,  w e ’ l l  g e t  on wi t h  t h e  g a m e . ”
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*?ouKctaté**t /êcU vittet

T h e  F o u n d a t i o n  for  P e r s o n a l i t y  E x p r e s s i o n  is now a c o r p o r a t e  e n 
t i t y  i n  t he  s t a t e  of  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e  p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  as 
s t a t e d  in  t he  a r t i c l e s  of i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a r e  as f o l l o ws :

P r i m a r y  Bus iness

To p r o m o t e  and  a s s i s t  by a l l  p o s s i b l e  m e a n s  t he  s t udy  of h u m a n  
p e r s o n a l i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  and e x p r e s s i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  t he  f i e l d  of 
g e n d e r  r o l e  d i f f e r e n c e s .

G e n e r a l  P u r p o s e s

T h e  g e n e r a l  p u r p o s e s  for  wh i c h  sa i d  c o r p o r a t i o n  is f o r m e d  a r e :
(a)  To  r e c e i v e  g i f t s  and  g r a n t s  of  m o n e y  and p r o p e r t y  of e v e r y  

k i n d  and to a d m i n i s t e r  s a m e  for  t he  p u r p o s e  of s u p p o r t i n g  r e s e a r c h  in 
t he  f i e l d  of  p e r s o n a l i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  and  e x p r e s s i o n .

(b) Of d i s s e m i n a t i n g  to b o t h  l a y  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r oups  i n f o r 
m a t i o n  to  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  of v a r i o u s  f o r ms  of p e r s o n a l  b e 
h a v i o r .

(c)  Of p u b l i s h i n g  m a t e r i a l  for  b o t h  g e n e r a l  and p r i v a t e  c i r c u l a t 
i o n  d e a l i n g  wi t h  p e r s o n a l i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  and e x p r e s s i o n .

(d) Of h e l p i n g  to a r r a n g e  a n d / o r  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for  persons 
of  s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s  to m e e t  and e n g a g e  in g r oup  e x p e r i e n c e ,  s t udy  and 
e v a l u a t i o n  of  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of  h u m a n  p e r s o n a l i t y  and b e h a v i o u r  and 
t h r o u g h  such e x p e r i e n c e  and g r o u p  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  to a t t a i n  g r e a t e r  
k n o w l e d g e  of t h e i r  own p e r s o n a l  m o t i v a t i o n s  and b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s .

(e)  To  c o o p e r a t e  wi t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  g r oups  and p r o f e s s i o n 
a l  p e r s o n s  and a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  any  a p p r o p r i a t e  and l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  or 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t e n d e d  to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  or to d i s s e m i n a t e  i t  in 
t h e  f i e l d  of  p e r s o n a l i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t  and i n d i v i d u a l  e x p r e s s i o n .

(f) To  s e e k  by any  l a w f u l  m e a n s  to i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  p o l i c e  
and j u d i c i a l  p e r s o n s ,  a u t h o r i t i e s  and b o d i e s  t o wa r d  a mo r e  e n l i g h t e n e d  
v i e w of h u m a n  e x p r e s s i o n  and e v e n t u a l l y  to a mo r e  p e r m i s s i v e  and 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of p e r s o n a l i t y  ex p r e s s i o n  
w h i c h  a r e  now l i t t l e  u n d e r s t o o d  and t hus  f r e q u e n t l y  b o t h  p e r s e c u t e d  
and p r o s e c u t e d .

(g) To  e n g a g e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  any  c a u s e s  or o b j e c t s  to p r o m o t e  the 
a b o v e  p u r p o s e s  or p u r p o s e s  s i m i l a r  t h e r e t o  and to do a n y t h i n g  necessary  
or p r o p e l  for  t he  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  of t h e s e  p u r p o s e s .

56.



T h e r e  f o l l o ws  a l o t  m o r e  p u r e  l e g a l  m a t e r i a l ,  on l e a s i n g  l a n d ,  c a r r y 
i ng  on b u s i n e s s  e t c .  w h i c h  n e e d  n o t  be  e n u m e r a t e d  h e r e .

It  w i l l  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  c o v e r  a w i d e  r a n g e  of o p p o r 
t u n i t i e s .  J us t  w h i c h ,  wh e n  and how w i l l  be e x p l o i t e d  is no t  c l e a r  j u s t  
at  t h i s  t i m e .  Many  i d e a s  h a v e  b e e n  a d v a n c e d  in  t h e  f i e l d s  of r e s e a r c h ,  
e d u c a t i o n  and l aw .  But t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  t h i n g s  w h i c h  m u s t  c o m e  
ab o u t  b e f o r e  we c a n  b e g i n  to  m a k e  our  w e i g h t  f e l t .  Two  of  t h e s e  a r e  
pr i m a r y - - f i n a n c e  s and o r g a n i z a t i o n .  F o u n d a t i o n  f i n a n c e s  w h i c h  a t  
t hi s  j u n c t u r e  a m o u n t  t o  a r o u n d  $ 900 h a v e  c o m e  f r o m Phi  Pi  E p s i l o n  and 
dues  and f r om d o n a t i o n s .  Th i s  is a l o t  of  m o n e y  t o  buy  n y l o n s  wi t h ,  
but  i t  i s n ’t m u c h  whe n  t h e r e  is p r i n t i n g ,  p o s t a g e ,  t y p i n g  s e c r e t a r i a l  work 
to pay  for  e t c .  or whe n  a r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  is p l a n n e d .  T h i s  b e i n g  
t he  c a s e  I ask any  of  you  who a r e  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
t he only  one of i t s  k i n d  e v e r  to be  f o r m e d  t o  h e l p  p r o m o t e  t h e  g e n e r a l  
i n t e r e s t s  of  f e m m e p e r s o n a t o r s ,  t r a n s v e s t i t e s  or w h a t e v e r  y o u  wi sh t o  
c a l l  us.  A s p e c i f i c  p r o g r a m  c a n n o t  be  g i v e n  t o  you  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  
r e s t  a s s u r e d  t h a t  t he  m o n e y  r e c e i v e d  w i l l  be r e c o r d e d  and  a c c o u n t e d  
for .

Th e  n e x t  s t e p  is t o  s e t  up s o me  sor t  of  n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  to  
g u i d e  in s e l e c t i n g  a p r o g r a m  to a s s i s t  i n  c a r r y i n g  i t  o u t .  S t e p s  in t h i s  
d i r e c t i o n  w i l l  be b e g u n  as soon as t h i s  i s s u e  of  T V i a  is s a f e l y  in  t he  
h an d s  of t h e  p r i n t e r .  Not  on l y  w i l l  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  be  w e l c o m e d ,  
bu t  your  i d e a s  as w e l l .  We w o n ' t  be  a b l e  t o  do e v e r y t h i n g ,  and  d o u b t 
less  s o me  t h a t  a r e  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  be i m p r a c t i c a b l e ,  b u t  m a n y  w i l l  be 
u s e f u l  and c a p a b l e  of b e i n g  a c t e d  upon  s o o n e r  or l a t e r ,  so c a r r y  yo u r  
sha r e  of  t he  l o a d  b o t h  f i n a n c i a l l y  and  in  a c o n t r i b u t i n g  s e n s e .

Many  of you  a r e  n o t  a w a r e  t h a t  a g a t h e r i n g  of  s o m e t h i n g  o v e r  60 
FPs and a b o u t  a d o z e n  wi v e s  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  Resor t  t h e  l a s t  w e e k e n d  
in O c t o b e r .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  was no t  an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  
sense  of p l a n n i n g ,  i t  d i d  s e r v e  to  a l l o w  a l o t  of  p e o p l e  t o  g e t  a c q u a i n 
t ed ,  to e x c h a n g e  i d e a s ,  t o  v e n t  o p i n i o n s  and to l e a r n  t h a t  we h a v e  
p l ans  and m e a n  t o  c a r r y  t h e m  o u t .  Ma n y  p i c t u r e s  we r e  t a k e n  d u r i n g  
thi s  w e e k e n d .  I am a s k i n g  a l l  t h o s e  t h a t  d i d  t a k e  good  s ho t s  t o  send 
t h e m to me  wi t h  t he  p e r s o n s  p i c t u r e d  i d e n t i f i e d  as f a r  as p o s s i b l e .
Also t h o s e  who wo u l d  l i k e  to o f f e r  a few l i n e s  of  c o m m e n t  a r e  i n v i t e d  
to do so.  Al l  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be a s s e m b l e d  i n t o  a b o o k l e t  and  p u b 
l i s h e d .  D e p e n d i n g  on i t s  s i z e  i t  w i l l  s e l l  for  $3 or $ 4 .  Wi t h  $ 1 . 5 0  
or w h a t e v e r  t he  p r i n t i n g ,  t y p i n g  and  s e c r e t a r i a l  e x p e n s e  a m o u n t  to 
d e d u c t ,  t he  b a l a n c e  w i l l  be pu t  i n t o  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  t r e a s u r y .  Th u s  
we w i l l  be a b l e  t o  g i v e  y o u  s o m e t h i n g  of  i n t e r e s t  w h i l e  y o u  a r e  h e l p 
i ng t he  c a u s e .  I f  a l l  c o o p e r a t e  and  g e t  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  i n  p r o m p t l y  i t  
may be  p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  t h i s  ou t  by New Y e a r s .  B e c a u s e  of  t h e  p l a n



for  t h i s  b o o k l e t  I am not  g o i n g  to  d r aw a l l  i t s  p u n c h  by r e p o r t i n g  on 
t h e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  T V i a .  H o w e v e r  d o n ’t l e t  t he  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  be 
a v a i l a b l e  r e s t r a i n  you  f r om m a k i n g  a mo r e  s i z e a b l e  g i f t .  T h e  $ 1 . 5 0 -  
2 . 0 0  r e a l i z e d  f r o m t h e  s a l e  of t h i s  b o o k l e t  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  h e l p ,  but  it  
w i l l  no t  do t he  j o b  a l o n e .

C o n t r i b u t i o n s  to t he  F o u n d a t i o n  w i l l  be p u b l i c l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  but  
s i n c e  s o me  a r e  m u c h  b e t t e r  of f  t h a n  o t h e r s  and t he  l es s  w e l l  of f  may 
be  s a c r i f i c i n g  as m u c h  for  s m a l l e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  t he  a c t u a l  a m o u n t s  
g i v e n  w i l l  no t  be m e n t i o n e d  e x c e p t  i n  a g e n e r a l  way .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p e r s o n s  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  fund to d a t e .  T h e  m e m b e r s  of FPE 
a r e  n o t  n a m e d  e v e n  t h o u g h  c o l l e c t i v e l y  t h e i r  dues  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  the 
b u l k  of t he  m o n e y  so f a r .  T h e y  know who t h e y  a r e  and a l l  o t h e r  
r e a d e r s  do t oo  by t h e  i n i t i a l s  FPE w h i c h  a p p e a r  a f t e r  t h e i r  n a m e s  in 
t i t l e s ,  p i c t u r e s  and l e t t e r s .  He r e  t h e n  a r e  t h o s e  who h a v e  h e l p e d  so 
f a r .  Wi l l  yo u r  n a m e  be on t he  n e x t  l i s t ?

A l i c e  ( 5 - H  - 2 F P E ) * * 
G l o r i a  ( 3 8 -  A - l ) * *  
S u s a n n a  ( 3 2 -  V - 1)* 
G a i l  ( 3 2 - W - 4 ) *  
Su s an  ( 2 0 - C - l )  
Ge t t y s  ( 3 2 -  G- 6FPE) 
J e a n n e  ( 3 7 - B - 1FPE) 
Dot  ( 3 8 - E - 2 )
Dor i s  ( 32-  G- 4)
T i n a  ( 3 5 - C - 2 )  
M a r i a n n e  ( 8 - T - l )  
J e a n e t t e  ( 5 - L - 1 F P E )

M i l l y  ( 5 - L - 6 F P E )
Flo  ( 2 0 - L - 1 F P E )
J a n  (5 -  L- 3)
B a r b a r a  Ann ( 3 2 - P - 1 F P E )  
E v e l y n  ( 5 - P - 3)
P o l s k y  ( 3 8 - P - l )
T e c l a  (3 8- M- 2)
J a c k i e  ( 5 7 - T - l )
J o a n  ( 5 - D - 6 )
R e i t e m e i r  ( no  c o d e  y e t )  
Hos og i  ( no  c o d e  y e t )
Ri t a  ( no  c o d e  y e t )

* * $100  d o l l a r s  or m o r e .
* $25 d o l l a r s  or m o r e .



IPuátcc
by Bobbi e  ( 3 2 - T - 3 )

Th e  old t i m e  m i n s t r e l  shows a l w a y s  i n c l u d e d  a t  l e a s t  one i m p e r 
s o n a t i o n .  J u l i a n  E t t i n g e  a c h i e v e d  m u c h  e a r l y  f a m e  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r .
For s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g r o u p  to  w h i c h  I b e l o n g  did m i n s t r e l  shows and so 
i t  was r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  I i n t r o d u c e  t he  f e m i n i n e  e l e m e n t .  Th i s  
I did wi t h  my r e n d i t i o n  of " L o u i s v i l l e  Lou" i n  a gay  9 0 ’s o u t f i t  c o m 
p l e t e  wi t h  a l o v e l y  p l u m e d  h a t ,  f e a t h e r  bow,  p a r a s o l  and l o n g  s w e e p 
i ng  s k i r t  wi t h  a t r i c k y  l i t t l e  b u s t l e .  T h e  n e x t  y e a r  I did "Oh You B e a u 
t i f u l  Do l l "  in  a l o v e l y  c h i f f o n ,  g o r g e o u s  p o u f - t y p e  s t r a w b e r r y  b l o n d  
wig ( d r e s s e d  by my TV f r i e n d  W a l t e r ) ,  a n o t h e r  p a r a s o l  and  a l o v e l y  
o r c h i d  s a t i n  p e p l u m  o v e r s k i r t .  T h a t  s a m e  y e a r ,  i n  a 1910 m o t o r i n g  
o u t f i t  c o m p l e t e  wi t h  d u s t e r ,  b r o a d  b r i m m e d  h a t  and  c h i f f o n  s c a r f ,  I 
d i d  " He n r y  Mad e  a Lady out  of L i z z i e " .  My e n t r a n c e  was t o  t h a t  old 
f a v o r i t e  " In  My Mer r y  O l d s m o b i l e " .  We h a v e  a w o n d e r f u l  b a n d  and 
i t ’s a r e a l  p l e a s u r e  to work wi t h  t h e m  as t h e y  c a n  do so m u c h  t o w a r d s  
p u t t i n g  o v e r  a n u m b e r .

C a r m e n  M i r a n d a  f o l l o w e d ,  I s ang  " Q u a n t a  La G u s t a "  w h i c h  was one 
of t he  o r i g i n a l  of C a r m e n ’s f a v o r i t e s .  At  t h e  en d  of t he  n u m b e r ,  I l ed  
a c o n g a  l i n e  wi t h  t he  M e x i c a n  h a t  d a n c e r s  f o l l o w e d  by t he  r e s t  of t he  
c h o r u s .  T h e  g r o u p  shot  was t a k e n  j u s t  as we w e r e  g e t t i n g  t he  b e a t  for  
t h e  c o n g a .  In o t h e r  y e a r s ,  " D i a m o n d s  Are a G i r l ’ s Best  F r i e n d "  and 
my A u n t i e  Marne and  G u n s m o k e  K i t t y  i m p r e s s i o n s .  T h i s  y e a r  i n c l u d e d  
a r e p e a t  on " D i a m o n d s "  and a n o t h e r  as an " A n n i e  O a k l e y "  ( E t h e l  M e r 
man)  i n  "You  C a n ’t Get  a Man  Wi t h  a G u n " .  In a d d i t i o n  in  my P e t t y  
Mai d  o u t f i t  I a c t e d  as t h e  m a g i c i a n ’s a s s i s t a n t  i n  a c o m i c  s k i t .

My f o u r t h  o u t f i t ,  t he  s u i t  w i t h  l o v e l y  r ed  h a t ,  was as a m e m b e r  of 
t he  c ho r us  in a t a k e  of f  on t he  UN.  My wi f e  h e l p s  me  a g r e a t  d e a l  
wi t h  my o u t f i t s  a l t h o u g h  I g e t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of p l e a s u r e  m a k i n g  t h i n g s  
m y s e l f .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  my g r e y  s u i t  I m a d e  f r o m a d i s c a r d e d  m a n ’s 
( u g h ! )  s u i t .  T h e  h a t  s t a r t e d  l i f e  as a l a m p s h a d e  b u t  a r o l l  of  c r e p e  
p a p e r ,  s o me  s c i s s o r s  and  g l u e  and a few s t r a t e g i c a l l y  p l a c e d  p i e c e s  of 
s ponge  r u b b e r  t r a n s f o r m e d  i t  i n t o  a l o v e l y  c r e a t i o n  wo r t h y  of Mr .  J o h n .

T h e  " D i a m o n d s "  o u t f i t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  When 
I d e c i d e d  t o  do t h a t  n u m b e r ,  t he  m a t t e r  of  c o s t u m i n g  n a t u r a l l y  c a m e  
up.  Af t e r  a n u m b e r  of f a l s e  s t a r t s  I f i n a l l y  s u g g e s t e d  "Hdw a b o u t  t h a t  
b l a c k  c r e p e  f o r m a l  wi t h  t h e  fur  t r i m m e d  p e p l u m ? "  "Oh,  y ou  c a n ’ t 
we a r  t h a t ,  i t ' s  t oo  s m a l l  for  m e ,  " my wi f e  s a i d .
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" W a n t  t o  b e t ? "  ( k n o w i n g  t he  a n s w e r  a l r e a d y ) " ,  I r e p l i e d ?  So wi t h  
t h a t  I r e t i r e d  u p s t a i r s  and  in a h a l f  h o u r  r e t u r n e d  r e s p l e n d e n t .  The  
c o s t u m a t i o n  was t e r r i f i c .  I t o o k  of f  one  s h o u l d e r  s t r a p  and we ma d e  
t h e  t i a r r a  f r o m s o me  r h i n e s t o n e s  odds and ends  and t h e  p h o t o  t e l l s  the 
r e s u l t .

So t h a t  b r i n g s  us up t o  d a t e .  My c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  a r e  a l wa y s  
l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  to by t he  p a t r o n s .  I h a v e  a good  b a r i t o n e  v o i c e ,  but  
a v e r y  p o o r  f a l s e t t o ,  so I b l a s t  f o r t h  a f t e r  an a p p r o p r i a t e  e n t r a n c e  and 
t h a t  d r aws  a l a u g h  a d d i n g  to t h e  fun,  b u t  no t  to my i n w a r d  p l e a s u r e s .  
I*d g i v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  be  a b l e  t o  s i ng  l i k e  J a c k i e  L a n e .

T h e  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  j u s t  f e l l o w s  d r e s s e d  as g a l s  w i t h  very  
m u c h  t h e  b u r l e s q u e  a p p r o a c h ,  wi t h  one e x c e p t i o n .  One of  t he  f e l l ows  
does  e x c e l l e n t  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s .  I ' m  n o t  y e t  sure  j u s t  how m u c h  of 
a TV he  i s .  I ' l l  f i nd  out  one  d a y .

T h i s  is one way a t  l e a s t  to l ay  my h e a r t  on a s i l v e r  p l a t t e r  for 
t h e  wo r l d  to see  and  do so w i t h o u t  e m b a r r a s s m e n t  or h a r a s s m e n t .
T h o s e  who d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  a c c e p t  me  for  my s k i l l ,  c o s t u m e s  and 
s u ch ,  b u t  w i t h  t ho s e  who u n d e r s t a n d ,  i t  has  g i v e n  m u c h  r e c o g n i t i o n  
and a d m i r a t i o n .  T h a t  has  b e e n  a r e a l  r e w a r d .  To  be i d e n t i f i e d  and 
a d m i r e d  for  w h a t  I a m .

I c o m m e n d  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  to  any  who c a n  do t he  s t a g e  wo r k .  I t ’s 
w o r k - - b u t  oh,  such  g r e a t  f un .

T h e  a b o v e  b r i e f  a r t i c l e  shows wh a t  one of  us has  done  to  s o l v e  t he  
p r o b l e m  of  p u b l i c  e x p r e s s i o n .  We wo u l d  l i k e  a r t i c l e s  by o t h e r s  who 
h a v e  d o n e  s i m i l a r  t h i n g s  or i n  o t h e r  ways  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  in 
t h e  p u b l i c  e y e  in s o me  wa y .  By s h a r i n g  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s  wi t h  e a c h  
o t h e r  s o m e o n e  new w i l l  be g i v e n  t h e  c o u r a g e  and e n t h u s i a s m  to b r e a k  
o u t .  Such  p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e s  done- wi t h  d i g n i t y  and i n  t h e  r i g h t  s p i r i t  
a r e  n o t  o n l y  b e n e f i c i a l  to t he  i n d i v i d u a l  i n v o l v e d  b u t  h e l p  b r e a k  down 
p u b l i c  r e s i s t a n c e  to t he  i d e a  of  a m a n  w e a r i n g  f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e .  So 
i f  you  h a v e  d o n e  s o m e t h i n g  i n  t h i s  f i e l d  p l e a s e  s h a r e  i t  wi t h  t he  r e s t  
of  u s . E d .
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How we a l m o s t  l o s t  a p l u m  be r- - t h i  s is a s t r a n g e  t i t l e  for  a s t ory  
w h i c h  has  to do wi t h  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  But y o u ’l l  a g r e e  wi t h  me  t h a t  i t  
m a k e s  a good  TV t r u e  a n e c d o t e .  As you  a l l  know,  t h e r e  was a b i g  g e t -  
t o g e t h e r  for  H a l l o w e e n  a t  our  r e s o r t .  Dr .  P o m e r o y  of  t he  Ki n s e y  I n s t i t 
u t e  was t h e r e  as w e l l  as Dr .  Hugo  B e i g e l .  Both as our  g u e s t s  for  the  
e v e n t .  We m i s s e d  Dr .  B e n j a m i n  who j u s t  c o u l d  no t  r e t u r n  f r om Europe  
on t i m e  to be wi t h  us.  T h e  p r e s e n c e  of h i s  two c o l l e a g e s  was i n d e e d  a 
n o v e l t y  for  m o s t  of t h e  g i r l s  as w e l l  for  t he  9 wi v es  who m a n a g e d  to 
r e t a i n  t h e i r  s a n i t y  as w e l l  as t h e i r  s ens e  of  h u m o r  in t he  m i d s t  of  a 
v e r i t a b l e  t o r n a d o  of  s k i r t s  and  b a r e l y  c o v e r e d  b l u e  s h a d o ws .  Wi ves ,  I 
f o u n d ,  a r e  a m a r v e l l o u s  i n g r e d i e n t  in a TV g a t h e r i n g .  We e v e n  n o t i c e d  
t h a t  s o me  wi v e s  we r e  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a s u b c o n s c i o u s  c o n t e s t  w i t h  o t h e r  
wi  v e s . . " m y - h u s b  a n d - m  a k e  s - a - p r e  t t i e  r- g i r  1- t ha  n - y  our  s " sor t  of  a t t i t u d e  
w h i c h  was m o s t  r e f r e s h i n g .  T h e r e  we r e  a c o u p l e  of  wi v es  who t o l d  me 
o f f - t h e  r e c o r d  ( n e v e r  t e l l  a n y t h i n g  of f  t h e  r e c o r d  t o  a gos s i p  c o l u m n 
i s t !  t h a t ’s t he  f i r s t  t h i n g  s h e ’l l  r e p o r t ! )  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  sor ry t h e y  h a d 
n ’ t b e e n  h e l p i n g  t h e i r  h u b b i e s  r e g a r d i n g  m a k e u p  and w a l k i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  
t h e y  r e a l i z e d  i t  was i m p o r t a n t  to p r e v e n t  t h e i r  b e i n g  a b i t  a wk wa r d  
and l o o k i n g  a b i t  u n d e r  p a r .  One  of  our  n o n - T V  g u e s t s  a l s o  t o l d  me 
of f  t h e  r e c o r d  a m o s t  f a s c i n a t i n g  b i t :  ” Me t h i n k s - - he s a i d - -  t h a t  t oo
m a n y  of you  p e o p l e  p r o t e s t  t oo  m u c h  whe n  t he  s u b j e c t  of sex is b r o u g h t  
u p - - y o u  a r e  a l m o s t  d e s p e r a t e l y  t r y i n g  to p r o v e  t he  wor l d  t h a t  you  are  
s u p e r - h e - m e n .  G u i l t y ? " -  I j u s t  n o d d e d  and p r o m i s e d  h i m  I wou l d  not  
r e p e a t  w h a t  he  s a i d .  A n o t h e r  r e m a r k  m a d e  by t h i s  s a m e  g u e s t  w i l l  p e r 
h a p s  p a i n t  a p i c t u r e  for  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  T V i s m ;  " T h e s e  p e o p l e ' s  
m a i n  s u b j e c t  of  c o n v e r s a t i o n  is T V i s m - - h e  s a i d - - a n d  m o s t  p e c u l a r i l y ,  
t h e y  d o n ’t t a l k  a b o u t  sex a t  a l l . "  To  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of  h i s  r e m a r k  I 
m a n a g e d  t o  p o i n t  ou t  t h a t  a f t e r  a l l ,  mo s t  of us do not  h a v e  any o p p o r 
t u n i t y  to t a l k  to ANYBODY a b o u t  our  mo s t  c h e r i s h e d  d r e a m s  and,  n a t 
u r a l l y ,  i n  a TV g a t h e r i n g ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  t i m e  to l e t  yo u r  h a i r  down and 
t a l k  a b o u t  T V i s m  to y o u r  h e a r t ' s  c o n t e n t .  T h e r e  a r e  n o t  ve r y  m a n y  
T V ' s  who e n j o y  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a i r  s p e e d ,  s h o t g u n s ,  f i s h i n g  t a c k l e s  and 
o t h e r  s uch  s u b j e c t s  wh e n  s o m e o n e  has  j u s t  d i s c o v e r e d  a m a r v e l l o u s  
s t o r e  w h e r e  t h e y  s e l l  f our  i n c h  h e e l s  i n  s i z e  14 shoe !  As to h i s  r e m a r k  
a b o u t  our  i g n o r i n g  sex s u b j e c t s  i n  our  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  I wish t h i s  woul d  
be s h o v e d  down t he  t h r o a t s  of  t h o s e  who a r e  so q u i c k  to c o n d e m n  TVi sm 
as a p e r v e r s i o n  or as Ga i l  (NY) says  " a n  a b b e r a t i o n " . T h e  n i c e s t  r e -  
a c t i o n - - a s  f a r  as I am c o n c e  r n e d - - c a me  f r om Ga i l  ( C o n n e c t . )  She said 
" I ’m b e g i n n i n g  t o  s ee  m y s e l f  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t .  I f i nd  t h a t  I am
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b e c o mi n g  p r oud  as w e l l  as b e i n g  h a p p y  wh e n  d o l l e d  u p . ” And t h a t  my 
wonder fu l  f r i e n d s ,  is  w h a t  I ' v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  e v e r y b o d y  for  a 
long t i m e .  I t  is no t  e n o u g h  to a c c e p t  our  se l ve  s . . we m u s t  r e a c h  t h e  
point  in wh i c h  we a r e  p r o u d  of h a v i n g  t h i s  d o u b l e  b a r r e l l e d  a r m  to f a c e  
l i fe w i t h .  I t  m e a n s  t h a t  we c a n  e v e n  be  a l i t t l e  s o r ry  for  t h o s e  who 
just  h a v e n ’t f ound  " t h e  g i r l  w i t h i n ” . As y o u  p r o b a b l y  r e a l i z e d ,  M a r i e  
and Su s a n n a  did n o t  h a v e  as m u c h  o p p o r t u n i t y  to s o c i a l i z e  as m u c h  as 
they wou l d  h a v e  l i k e d .  T h e  c o o k  we h a d  h i r e d  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  show up 
24 hour s  b e f o r e  t h e  w e e k e n d  and t h a t  l e f t  us b o t h  s t u c k  w i t h  a l l  t he  
work.  And so we c o u l d  on l y  g e t  g l i m p s e s  of  m a n y  w o n d e r f u l  f r i e n d s  
we woul d  h a v e  l i k e d  to  g e t  t o  know a l i t t l e  b e t t e r .  G l o r i a  r e m a r k e d  
t ha t  a m o n g  t he  68 T V ’s p r e s e n t  ( y e s ,  t h a t  was  our  o f f i c i a l  f i g u r e ,  n o t  
c o u n t i n g  wi ves  and n o n - T V ’s) t h e r e  we r e  six c o v e r  g i r l s :  A n i t a ,  A n n 
e t t e ,  Lee ,  F i o n a ,  D e n i s e  and S u s a n n a .  G l o r i a  t e l l s  me  she g o t  30 good  
pix i n c l u d i n g  8 c a n d i d s  of  t h e  c r o w d .  Says  s h e ’l l  be g l a d  t o  s end  se t s  
in c o l o r  at  $8 .  An y o n e  i n t e r e s t e d  c a n  c o n t a c t  me  and  I ’l l  pass  t he  
word a l o n g  to G l o r i a .  But  b e f o r e  I f o r g e t ,  l e t  me  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  
p l u m b e r  we a l m o s t  l o s t .  On S u n d a y  O c t .  28,  wh e n  t h e  c r o w d  h a d  a l 
r e a d y  t h i n n e d  out  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  M a r i e  r e c e i v e d  a p h o n e  c a l l  f r o m our  
p l u m b e r  who l i v e s  s o me  25 m i l e s  a w a y .  T h i s  is t he  way t h e  p h o n e  c o n 
v e r s a t i o n  w e n t .  P l u m b e r :  M a r i e ,  I h o p e  y o u ' l l  f o r g i v e  me  b u t  I d o n ’t
t h i n k  I ’l l  be d o i n g  any  work a t  y o u r  p l a c e  a n y m o r e . - -  M a r i e :  How
was t h a t ?  P l u m b e r :  J u s t  as I s a i d :  T h e r e ’s s o m e t h i n g  m y s t e r i o u s  g o 
i n g  on t h e r e . . I  j u s t  d o n ' t  l i k e  a l l  t h a t  m y s t e r y .  M a r i e :  Wha t  a r e  y o u
t a l k i n g  a b o u t ?  W h a t ’s t h i s  a b o u t  a m y s t e r y ?  P l u m b e r :  J u s t  w h a t  I
s a i d .  J us t  w h a t  I s a i d .  J us t  f o r g e t  a b o u t  my w o r k i n g  for  y o u  t h e r e .  
So r r y .  B y e . ” And t h a t  was t h e  en d  of  t he  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  
i n a s m u c h  as t h e  p l u m b e r  is a v e r y  good  w o r k e r  and  we n e e d  h i m  b a d l y  
a t  our p l a c e ,  we d e c i d e d  t o  drop i n  and see  h i m  a t  h i s  h o u s e  on our  
way b a c k  t o  New York t h a t  v e r y  s a m e  n i g h t .  We a r r i v e d  a t  h i s  p l a c e  
a r o u n d  m i d n i g h t  and  p r o c e e d e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  h i m  on t h i s  " m y s t e r y ” b u s 
i nes s ,  a l t h o u g h  I h a d  a p r e t t y  good  i d e a  of  w h a t  i t  m i g h t  b e .  At  f i r s t  
he  r e f u s e d  to go i n t o  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  he  f i n a l l y  e n d e d  up by t e l l i n g  us 
t h a t  on t he  p r e v i o u s  a f t e r n o o n ,  S a t u r d a y ,  he  d r o v e  i n  h i s  t r u c k  t o  t a l k  
to us.  He n o t i c e d  t h e  h u g e  n u m b e r  of  c a r s  p a r k e d  a l l  o v e r  t he  p l a c e  
and i m a g i n e d  t h e r e  was s o me  s o r t  of  a c o n v e n t i o n .  He g o t  ou t  of  h i s  
t r u c k  and p r o c e e d e d  to a p p r o a c h  a c o u p l e  of l a d i e s  who w e r e  c o m i n g  
out  of t he  h o u s e .  He w a n t e d  to ask t h e m  w h e r e  he  c o u l d  f i n d  M a r i e .  
H o w e v e r ,  as t he  two l a d i e s  saw h i m ,  t h e y  b o t h  t u r n e d  a s i d e  and  a l m o s t  
r an  away  f r om h i m .  S l i g h t l y  b a f f l e d  he  t u r n e d  t o  a n o t h e r  l a d y  who 
was c o m i n g  t o wa r d s  t h e  m a i n  h o u s e .  A g a i n  t h i s  l a d y  no s o o n e r  saw 
h i m ,  t u r n e d  a r o u n d  and  p r o c e e d e d  t o  w a l k  a w a y  f r o m h i m .  At  t h i s  
p o i n t  t he  p l u m b e r  was g e t t i n g  p e e v e d .  So h e  b o l d l y  a p p r o a c h e d  s t i l l  
a n o t h e r  l a d y  and a s ke d  h e r  i f  she k n e w w h e r e  t he  o wn e r  of  t he  p l a c e  
was .  T h e  l a d y  di d  n o t  e v e n  l o o k  a t  h i m  and  w e n t  by as i f  she we r e



d e a f .  At  t h i s  p o i n t  t he  p l u m b e r  s a i d  " w h a t  t h e -----” and got  b a c k  into
h i s  t r u c k  and  d r o v e  a w a y .  " N o w - - h e  f i n i s h e d  s a y i n g - - w h a t  k i nd of a 
m y s t e r i o u s  g o i n g  on was t h a t ? ” N a t u r a l l y  M a r i e  and I p r o f e s s e d  to be 
v e r y  m u c h  b a f f l e d  a t  t h e  d i s c o u r t e o u s  b e h a v i o u r  of t h o s e  l a d i e s  but  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  b e l o n g e d  to  a g r o u p  of  f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r s  
who w e r e  p a r t  of  t he  c o n v e n t i o n  and p r o b a b l y  we r e  no t  used to be i ng  
a p p r o a c h e d  by s t r a n g e r s .  Th i s  p a c i f i e d  t h e  p l u m b e r  and I c a n  r epor t  
to y o u  t h a t  he  is h a p p i l y  d i s c o n n e c t i n g  p i p e s  and p u mp s  and c l o s i n g  
down t h e  p l a c e  for  t he  W i n t e r . - - W e  mu s t ,  m u s t ,  m u s t  d e v e l o p  some 
s o r t  of  a t e c h n i q u e  so t h a t  we c a n  t a l k  a t  l e a s t  i n  t he  c o n t r a l t o  range 
B a r i t o n e s  v o i c e s  m u s t  go,  o t h e r w i s e  we a r e  g o i n g  to l o s e  p l u m b e r s  by 
t h e  d o z e n .

A m o n g  t h e  m a n y  a m u s i n g  a n e c d o t e s  wh i c h  t ook  p l a c e  I c a n  r epor t  
t h e  a n s w e r  g i v e n  to M a r g i e  (I  gues s  i t  was  M a r g i e )  by t he  gas  s t a t i o n  
m a n  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  wh e n  she a s k e d  h i m  the  l o c a t i o n  of  t he  r e s o r t .
( Yo u  see  M a r g i e  has  a t e n d e n c y  to g e t t i n g  l o s t . )  When M a r i e ’s name  
was  m e n t i o n e d ,  t he  gas  s t a t i o n  a t t e n d a n t  s m i l e d  and sa i d  "Oh yes ,  I 
know t h e  p l a c e .  M a r i e ’s h u s b a n d  is t h e  one who is s o me  sor t  of an 
a c t r e s s .  " - A s  you  see  we do c a u s e  s o me  c o n f u s i o n  a m o n g  t he  poor  m e m 
ber s  of  our  s o c i e t y !  !

At  t h i s  p o i n t  I m u s t  m a k e  an a p o l o g y  to our  C h i c a g o  f r i e n d s .  It  
was my i n t e n t i o n  to h a v e  a M i s t r e s s  of  Ce re m o n i e s - - and t he  one who 
h ad  c o m m i t t e d  h e r s e l f  t o  t he  j o b  had  b e e n  r e h e a r s i n g  h e r  p a r t  for  
a b o u t  3 or 4 w e e k s .  She j u s t  d i d n ’t show up and up t o  t h i s  m o m e n t  I 
h a v e  n o t  e v e n  h e a r d  f r om h e r  as to  why she l e f t  us h o l d i n g  t he  b a g .  
(And  I d o n ’t m e a n  by b a g  an y  of  our  l o v e l y  f r i e n d s  who so g r a c i o u s l y  
c o n s e n t e d  to p i t c h  i n  and  h e l p  out  in our  p r e d i c a m e n t - a s  a m a t t e r  of 
f a c t  our  MC as i t  t u r n e d  out  was t e r r i f i c  and  I ’l l  n e v e r  be a b l e  to 
t h a n k  h e r  e n o u g h ) .  A n o t h e r  a p o l o g y  has  t o  do wi t h  s e v e r a l  e x t r a  n u m 
b e r s  we h a d  p l a n n e d  b u t  d i d  n o t  m a t e r i a l i z e .  We h ad  t h o u g h t  of  s o me  
c o m i c  b i t s  t o  s p i c e  up t he  p r o c e e d i n g s  w h i c h  w i l l  h a v e  to w a i t  for a n 
o t h e r  t i m e .  Our  C h i c a g o  MC p l us  F i o n a  and  I r e n e ’s b a l l e t  n u m b e r  
r e a l l y  h i t  t he  s p o t .  Al l  of  t h i s  p r o v e s  t h a t  we m u s t  n e v e r  l ose  s i gh t  
of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t r a n s v e s t i s m  is no t  on l y  a m a r v e l l o u s  s t a t e  of b e i n g  
b u t  a l s o  a s o u r c e  of fun and  a p e r f e c t  v e h i c l e  to e x p r e s s  good  h u m o r .  
Did y ou  n o t i c e  how m u c h  l a u g h t e r  and  g ood  n a t u r e d  k i d d i n g  we n t  on 
a t  a l l  t i m e s ?  T h e r e  w e r e  a c o u p l e  of e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  r u l e - a n d  I 
m u s t  say t h a t  I f e l t  so r ry  t h a t  b i t t e r  b e l i c o s i t y  h a d  to be  i n j e c t e d  into 
s uch  a p l e a s a n t  a t m o s p h e r e .  T V i s m  is no t  t he  p l a c e  for  f i g h t s - - TVism 
is g ood  n a t u r e d ,  sof t ,  t e n d e r ,  k i n d ,  p r e t t y ,  f r i e n d l y ,  w o n d e r f u l l y  
d r e a m y  and  ha s  no p l a c e  for  b i t t e r n e s s  r o u g h n e s s  or a n g e r .  L e t ' s  l eave 
t h a t  t o  our  " o t h e r  s e l v e s "  h u h ?  Of c o u r s e  I a d m i t  t h a t  m u s c l e s  do 
c o m e  in h a n d y .  Did any  of  yo u  see  a r o u n d  2 o ' c l o c k  in  t he  m o r n i n g
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of S a t u r d a y  (or  r a t h e r  Su n d ay )  t wo l o v e l y  f i g u r e s  i n  e v e n i n g  gowns  
l u g g i n g  a h u g e  m e t a l  b o t t l e  of  gas  f r o m t he  c a s i n o  a l l  t h e  way  to b u n 
g a l o w  n u m b e r  f o u r ?  One of t he  l a d i e s  was h o l d i n g  a w r e n c h  i n  h e r  
m u s c u l a r  h a n d  and  t h e  o t h e r  was p u f f i n g  and t u g g i n g  a t  t h e  m e t a l  m o n 
s t r o s i t y  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  h e a t  for  s o m e  v e r y  c o l d  g u e s t s  who h ad  j u s t  
n o t i f i e d  me  t h e i r  gas  s u p p l y  h a d  run  o u t .  T h e  h a r s h ,  c o l d  r e a l i t y  of 
t h a t  m o u n t a i n  n i g h t  f o r c e d  us t o  f o r g e t  our  f e m i n i n i t y .  T h a n k s  C a r o l 
i n e  for  t he  m u s c u l a r  h a n d  you  g a v e  our  g u e s t s  t h a t  n i g h t !

Before  c l o s i n g  t h i s  h u r r i e d l y  w r i t t e n  a c c o u n t  I q u i z z e d  M a r i e  on 
he r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s . .  she s t i l l  d r e a m s  of m o u n t a i n s  of f r i e d  c h i c k e n .  Of 
C i n d y  e a t i n g  c h i c k e n  s t a n d i n g  by t h e  s t o v e ,  of  d o z e n s  of wigs  w h i c h  
she c o m b e d ,  of how h e r  p l a n  to  s e t  up a n i c e  b u f f e t  t a b l e  a t  t he  c a s 
i n o  t he  n i g h t  of  t h e  p a r t y  was f r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  s i g h t  of t h e  t a b l e s  
s e l e c t e d  for  t he  b u f f e t  j u s t  l o a d e d  wi t h  c a m e r a s ,  b u l b s  and  p h o t o g r a p h i c  
p a p e r - - o f  how b l i s s f u l l y  h a p p y  D a r l e n e  was wh e n  she saw h e r s e l f  in 
t h e  wig M a r i e  l e n t  h e r . . h o w  she t h o u g h t  she was  t h r o u g h  wi t h  b r e a k 
f as t s  and t h e r e  wo u l d  s t i l l  be a n o t h e r  c o u p l e  w a l k i n g  i n  who h ad  no t  
h ad  t h e i r s  y e t . . . h o w  p r e t t y  G l o r i a ,  A n i t a ,  G a i l ,  K a r e n ,  J e s s i c a ,  A n n 
e t t e ,  D e n i s e  and J a c q u e l i n e  l o o k e d . . h o w  s or ry  she was  n o t  t o  h a v e  h a d  
t h e  t i m e  to  p e r s o n a l l y  h e l p  a l l  t o  p r e t t y  u p . . .  and  how w o n d e r f u l  
V i r g i n i a ’s wi f e  t u r n e d  out  t o  b e . . . a n d  how w o n d e r f u l  i t  wo u l d  be  i f  
t h e r e  c o u l d  be a TV v i l l a g e  w h e r e  a l l  T V ’s c o u l d  l i v e  and work  t o 
g e t h e r .  . .

As for  m y s e l f ,  I was t h a n k f u l  t o  a l l  who t r u s t e d  S u s a n n a ’s d i s c r e t 
i o n  and a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  e v e r y t h i n g  wo u l d  be  a l r i g h  t - - a l t h  ough  I did 
f e e l  t e r r i b l y  e m b a r r a s s e d  a t  n o t  h a v i n g  e n o u g h  b l a n k e t s  t o  go a r o u n d .
By t h e  way,  t he  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k e n d  wh e n  we w e n t  b a c k  to c l o s e  t h e  
p l a c e ,  M a r i e  and I h ad  a good  l a u g h  a t  f i n d i n g  o u r s e l v e s  s l e e p i n g  
u n d e r  8 b l a n k e t s !  ! ! I t  was e v e n  c o l d e r  t h e n  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  w e e k .  
Anywa y  I f e e l  t h a t  t he  m a i n  t h o u g h t  b e h i n d  t h i s  g a t h e r i n g :  TV _un i t ŷ
go t  a good push f o r w a r d .  I h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  was j u s t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of an 
e v e n  c l o s e r  s ense  of " b e l o n g i n g  t o g e t h e r " - - a  f u n n y  r e a c t i o n  was r e g 
i s t e r e d  a m o n g  s o me  of our  NY T V ’s. Wo n d e r  i f  o t h e r s  e x p e r i e n c e d  t he  
s a m e .  G a i l  r e p o r t s  t h a t  2 days  a f t e r  t h e  H a l l o w e e n  w e e k e n d ,  t he  u r ge  
to dress  b e c a m e  e v e n  s t r o n g e r  in m a n y  of our  f r i e n d s . . s h e  asks :  c o u l d
i t  be  t h a t  t he  p r e s e n c e  of  Drs .  P o m e r o y  and B e i g e l  m a d e  d r e s s i n g  s e e m  
m o r e  n a t u r a l  and r e s p e c t a b l e ?  May be s h e ’s r i g h t .

And t h i s  is a l l  for  n o w . . I ’l l  be a r o u n d  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  wi t h  m o r e  
goss i p  f r om NY.  As e v e r ,

SUSANNA VALENTI
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*?t S&ouU ̂cijkfrett *7<y
by T e c l a  ( 3 8 - M - 2 )

" Hmp h !  My l egs  h a v e  m o r e  s h a p e  t o  t h e m  t h a n  h e r s ! ” P r i v a t e  
E d d i e  S p a n g l e r  t h o u g h t  t o  h i m s e l f  as t he  WAC l i e u t e n a n t  swung the  ca r  
onto t he  f o u r - l a n e  h i g h w a y  t h a t  l ed  b a c k  to c a m p .  D e s p i t e  t he  m i l i t 
a r y  c u t  of  h e r  u n i f o r m ,  she was no t  u n a t t r a c t i v e  to h i m .  As a c i v i l a n ,  
she wou l d  be q u i t e  s t u n n i n g .

Ed d i e  c r o s s e d  hi s  l e g s .  As he  d i d ,  t he  whi sh  of h i s  n y l o n s  b r o u g h t  
a g l a n c e  f r om h e r .  Was t h a t  a s m i l e  t h a t  c r o s s e d  h e r  f a c e ?

"You  h a v e  l o v e l y  l e g s ,  p r i v a t e . "

T h e n ,  b a c k  to h e r  d r i v i n g .

P r i v a t e  S p a n g l e r  b l u s h e d .  I t  was b ad  e n o u g h  to be p i c k e d  up for  
m a s q u e r a d i n g  as a w o m a n  w h i l e  on l e a v e  f r om t he  a r my  ( h e  c o u l d  not  
e v e n  d w e l l  on the  c o n s e q u e n c e s ) ,  b u t  t o  be a r r e s t e d  by a wo ma n !  Thi s  
was t he  m o s t  e m b a r r a s s i n g  a s p e c t  of  t he  wh o l e  t e r r i b l e  s e r i e s  of e v e n t s .

He g l a n c e d  a t  h e r  ou t  of  t he  c o r n e r  of h i s  e y e ,  t h e n  l o o k e d  a w a y .  
T h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  on h e r  f a c e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t he  sound of  h e r  v o i c e  as 
she  s a t  n e x t  to h i m  in t h e  t h e a t r e ,  " P r i v a t e  S p a n g l e r ,  y ou  a r e  under  
m i l i t a r y  a r r e s t .  C o m e  wi t h  me ,  p l e a s e . "  He knew t h e r e  was no c h o i c e .  
O u t s i d e ,  w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  a word ,  she d i r e c t e d  h i m  to h e r  c a r  and in 
s e c o n d s ,  t h e y  we r e  on t h e i r  way b a c k  to c a m p .  I t  was as s i m p l e  as 
th a t .

But ,  how h a d  she k n o wn  i t  was h e ?  T h a t  was w h a t  p u z z l e d  E d d i e .  
When  she o f f e r e d  h i m  a c i g a r e t t e ,  t he  p r i v a t e  m u s t e r e d  the  c o u r a g e  to 
ask h e r .

" I t  w a s n ' t  e a s y .  You m a k e  an  e x c e l l e n t  w o m a n ,  " she a d m i t t e d  as 
she  e x h a l e d  a c l o u d  of  s m o k e .  " T h e  t r u t h  of  t he  m a t t e r  is t h a t  I h ad  
no s u s p i c i o n s  u n t i l  I h a p p e n e d  to be i n  t he  l i n g e r i e  shop t he  day you  
b o u g h t  t h a t  l o v e l y  w h i t e  s a t i n  s l i p  to s end  h o m e  ' a s  a g i f t ' . "

"But  I ’ve s e e n  a l o t  of  t he  f e l l o w s  b u y i n g  t h i n g s  in  t h a t  s h o p . "

" No t  w i t h  t h e  c a r e  y o u  d i d ,  b a b y ,  " she  s m i l e d .

For  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e ,  E d d i e  c a u g h t  h i m s e l f  b l u s h i n g  and  w o n d e r e d
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i f  i t  c o u l d  be n o t i c e d  t h r o u g h  hi s  m a k e u p .  He was w e a r i n g  the  s l i p  
in q u e s t i o n .  "I s uppos e  t h e y ’l l  t h row t he  book  a t  me for  t h i s ,  eh ,  
l i e u t e n a n t ?  "

She l o o k e d  a t  h i m  s t e r n l y  now.  " T h a t ' s  up to  you ,  p r i v a t e . "

"How do you m e a n ?  I ’m g u i l t y ;  t h e r e ’s no q u e s t i o n  of t h a t . "  As 
he  s a i d  i t ,  he  g l a n c e d  down ove r  h i s  n y l o n  "Si s sy  Bl ous e "  and t he  p r o 
t r u s i o n s  of t he  g e l a t i n - i n f l a t e d  b r a  b e n e a t h ,  h i s  new b l u e  s k i r t ,  t he  
s h a p e l y  l egs ,  t h i n - h e e l e d  s hoes .

” Oh,  y e s .  Y o u ’re g u i l t y .  But ,  o d d l y  e n o u g h ,  you  DO h a v e  a 
c h o i c e . "  Now she spoke  e a r n e s t l y ,  l o o k i n g  s t r a i g h t  a h e a d  as t h e y  a p p 
r o a c h e d  the  s p r a w l i n g  a r m y  c a m p .  " You  m a y  a d m i t  y o u r ^ g u i l t ,  s t a n d  
t r i a l  and a c c e p t  wh a t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be a ve r y  s e v e r e  p u n i s h m e n t .  On 
t he  o t h e r  h a n d ,  you  m a y  j o i n  us and p e r h a p s  d i s c o v e r  a l i f e - l o n g  c a r 
e e r  of s e r v i c e  to y our  c o u n t r y . "

" Wh a t ?  M e -----j o i n  t he  WACS?"  Edd i e  e x p l o d e d .

"I d i d n ’t say t h a t , "  she c o n t i n u e d  c a l m l y .  " In  t he  g o v e r n m e n t ’s 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  work,  t h e r e  is g r e a t  n e e d  for m e n  who c a n  l i v e  as w o m e n .  
Be c a u s e  of t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  p o s i t i o n  in  t h e  s c h e m e  of t h i n g s ,  t h e y  c a n  
a c c o m p l i s h  a g r e a t  d e a l .  I t h i n k  y ou  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  - a " w o m a n "  
w i t h o u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  of w o m a n h o o d .  We do n o t  r e c r u i t  t h e s e  p e o p l e ;  
bu t ,  whe n  we f i nd  one ,  we ask t h a t  t h e y  m a k e  t h e  c h o i c e .  If  t h e y  
d e c i d e  to j o i n ,  t h e y  a r e  g i v e n  a l l  t he  t r a i n i n g  we f e e l  t h e y  n e e d  in 
bo t h  i n t e l l i g e n c e  work AND f e m i n i n i t y .  T h e n ,  an a s s i g n m e n t  for  as 
l ong  as t h e y  f e e l  t hey  w a n t  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  m a s q u e r a d e . "

E d d i e ' s  h e a d  was s p i n n i n g .  T h e  c a r  c a m e  to a h a l t  in  t he  c a m p  
p a r k i n g  l o t  n e a r  a c l u s t e r  of i s o l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s .  T h e  WAC l i e u t e n a n t  
s m i l e d  a t  h i m  as she t a p p e d  h e r  l i p s t i c k  s m e a r e d  c i g a r e t t e  in  t he  ash 
t r a y ,  s a y i n g  s o f t l y ,  " I ’ve n e v e r  r e g r e t t e d  my c h o i c e . "

N e i t h e r  did P r i v a t e  E d d i e  S p a n g l e r .
***** ***** ***** ***** ***** *****
"No man i s  an  i s l a n d ,  o n l y  t h e  g i r l  w i t h i n  t h e  man” , w r o t e  

one o f  o u r  r e a d e r s .  TRANSVESTIA i s  t h e r e f o r e  l i k e  an  i n t e r - i s l a n d  
s h i p p i n g  company t h a t  l i n k s  a l l  t h e  i s l a n d s  t o g e t h e r  m ak ing  a v a i l 
a b l e  t h e  p r o d u c t s  ( i d e a s  an d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s )  o f  e a c h  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  
t h e  o t h e r s .  L i k e  t h e  H a w a i i a n  I s l a n d s  w h i c h ,  when s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n 
t e r r e l a t e d  became i m p o r t a n t  enough  t o  become a  s t a t e ,  so t o o  can  
TVs make t h e m s e l v e s  h e a r d  when en o u g h  o f  them  a r e  i n t e r r e l a t e d  and  
j o i n  t h e i r  f o r c e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  F o u n d a t i o n  and  TRANSVESTIA. . .E d .

71



"VIRGIN VIEWS” —  by VIRGINIA

A d i s c u s s i o n  of t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  and f e m m e -  
p e r s o n a t i o n  has  b e e n  i n  t he  works  for  a l o n g  t i m e .  I t  has  b e e n  n e e d e d ,  
b u t  o t h e r  t h i n g s  s e e m e d  to be  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  and i t  has  b e e n  pu t  of f .  
H o w e v e r  i t  is a m a t t e r  t h a t  t r o u b l e s  m a n y  of our  r e a d e r s  so l e t  us 
t h i n k  a b o u t  i t  a b i t .

To  b e g i n  wi t h  l e t  me  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  t h a t  w h a t  a p p e a r s  b e l o w  is my 
own v i e w .  I p u t  i t  f o r t h  k n o w i n g  f u l l  w e l l  t h a t  m a n y  w i l l  no t  a g r e e  
wi t h  me  for  one r e a s o n  or a n o t h e r .  But I a l s o  know t h a t  t he  d i s c u s s i o n  
of  t h e  p r o b l e m  o p e n l y  w i l l  r e l i e v e  t h e  m i n d s  of  m a n y  who h a v e  p o n d e r 
ed i t .  My m i s s i o n  is no t  t o  p e r s u a d e  e v e r y o n e  to a g r e e  wi t h  me  b u t  
to p r e s e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  or p o i n t s  of  v i e w t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  o t h e r s  to a r r i v e  
a t  t he  b e s t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e m s e l v e s ,  of  t he  p h e n o m e n o n  (I r e f u s e  
to c a l l  i t  a p r o b l e m )  of T V i s m  and of i t s  p l a c e  i n  t he  s c h e m e  of t h i n g s .  
I s h o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  say t h a t  I am g o i n g  to  use t he  t e r m  F e m m e p e r s o n -  
a t i o n  h e r e  s i n c e  t r a n s v e s t i n g  or c r os s  d r e s s i n g  goes  on i n  bo t h  groups  
and  t h e  t e r m  m a k e s  no d i s t i n c t i o n .

In t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  l e t  us be a w a r e  of a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p h e n o m e n o n  
t h a t  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  t e r m  ' h o m o s e x u a l  p r o t e s t ” . T h i s  r e f e r s  t o  pe r s ons  
who t a k e  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e n y  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  h o m o s e x u a l  and in  
f a c t  e n t e r  t h a t  d e n i a l  wh e n  no a c c u s a t i o n  ha s  b e e n  m a d e  and no d e n i a l  
is n e c e s s a r y .  Such  p e r s o n s  a r e  u s u a l l y  s u s p e c t e d  of  l a t e n t  h o m o s e x u a l 
i t y  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  t a k e  such  p a i n s  to d e n y  i t .  Be c a u s e  t h i s  p a t t 
e r n  is c o m m o n  e n o u g h  t o  a c q u i r e  a n a m e  i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e r m i n o l o g y  
does  n o t  by any  m e a n s  i m p l y  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  who d e n i e s  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  
is t h e r e f o r e  g u i l t y  of i t .  We m u s t  a l s o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  up u n t i l  r e c e n t 
ly ( a n d  s t i l l  on l y  i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  of a few of t he  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  p s y 
c h o l o g i s t s  and p s y c h i a t r i s t s ) ,  f e m m e p e r s o n a t i o n  of any  t y p e  was c o n 
s i d e r e d  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of h o m o s e x u a l i t y .  Now t h a t  we a r e  d r a w i n g  
t o g e t h e r  m a r r i e d ,  h e t e r o s e x u a l  m e n  who a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  f a t h e r s  and ye t  
who h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  and  y e a r n  for  f e m m e p e r s o n a t i o n  we a r e  a r r i v i n g  
a t  t he  p o i n t  w h e r e  g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  of t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  of f e m m e p e r 
s o n a t i o n  is b e i n g  f o r c e d  on p s y c h o l o g y .

Be c a u s e  f e m m e p e r s o n a t o r s  h a v e  for  y e a r s  b e e n  t h o u g h t  of  as b e i n g  
h o m o s e x u a l  we o f t e n  t e n d  to t a k e  t oo  a n t a g o n i s t i c  an a t t i t u d e  t o wa r d  
i t .  T h i s  does  t wo t h i n g s ;  i t  m a k e s  us s u s p e c t  as p r o t e s t i n g  too  mu c h ,
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and i t  d e p r i v e s  us of  our  o b j e c t i v i t y  a b o u t  t h e  w h o l e  m a t t e r .  Wha t  
s hou l d  our  a t t i t u d e  b e ?  I b e l i e v e  i t  s h o u l d  be  s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  t he ,  
"I d o n ’t w a n t  any  p a r t  of  t he  gay  w o r l d ” a t t i t u d e  and  c o m p l e t e  f r a t e r 
n i z a t i o n .  T h e  f o r m e r  t en d s  to d e n y  t h a t  gay  p e o p l e  a r e  a l s o  h u m a n  
b e i n g s ,  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  be f r i e n d l y ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  and  p l e a s a n t  
to be w i t h .  T h i s  is n o t  to say t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  s o m e  v e r y  o b n o x i o u s  
t yp e s  i n  t he  gay  wo r l d ,  b u t  i n  c a s e  y ou  h a d ’nt  t h o u g h t  of  i t  t h e s e  t y p e s  
a r e  o b n o x i o u s  t o  t he  b e t t e r  t y p e  of t he  h o m o p h i l e  s e t  t o o .  In o t h e r  
words  any  m i n o r i t y  has  i t s  s c r e w b a l l ,  f a r  o u t  c h a r a c t e r s ,  and  t h i s  goes  
for  f e m m e p e r s o n a t o r s  t o o .  H o w e v e r ,  t he  b e s t  s h o u l d  no t  be j u d g e d  by 
t h e  wo r s t .  On t he  o t h e r  h a n d  c o m p l e t e  f r a t e r n i z a t i o n  t e n d s  to  b l u r  t he  
l i n e s  b e t w e e n  t he  t wo f o r ms  of  b e h a v i o u r  and  t o  m a k e  i t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e g g r e g a t e  t he  t wo  i n  t he  p u b l i c  e y e .  To  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  
s o c i e t y  does  no t  u n d e r s t a n d  e i t h e r  g r o u p  and  c o n d e m n s  b o t h ,  we h a v e  
t he  c o m m o n  p r o b l e m  of p r o m o t i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  b u t  t o  t he  e x t e n t  * 
t h a t  t he  m o t i v a t i o n s  and  s a t i s f a c t i o n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  we m u s t  k e e p  t h e  
two s e p a r a t e  i n  o r d e r  to b u i l d  up t h e  i d e n t i t y  of f e m m e p e r s o n a t i o n  as 
a u n i q u e  p a t t e r n .

A word a b o u t  t h e  p r i m a r y  d i s t i n c t i o n  is in o r d e r  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .
But f i r s t  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  to d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  sex and  g e n d e r .  In 
c o m m o n  p a r l a n c e  t h e y  a r e  l u m p e d  t o g e t h e r  and t h i s  m a k e s  for  a g r e a t  
d e a l  of  c o n f u s i o n  and  m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  S e x .  Is a m a t t e r  of  a n a t o m y  
and p h y s i o l o g y  and g e n d e r  is a m a t t e r  of  p s y c h o l o g y  and s o c i o l o g y .
T h e  key sex words  a r e  m a l e  and f e m a l e  and  t he  key  g e n d e r  words  a r e  
m a s c u l i n e  and f e m i n i n e .  Sex is an a s p e c t  of  a n i m a l  l i f e  and of  t h e  
a n i m a l  s i de  of h u m a n  l i f e .  G e n d e r  is  n o t  a n i m a l  in  o r i g i n  and  is a l 
m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a h u m a n  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  ( w i t h  a few p r i m a t i v e  p a t t e r n s  
i n  t h e  h i g h e r  a p e s ) .  F u r t h e r ,  sex is f r om t h e  b e l t  down,  g e n d e r  is 
f r om t he  b e l t  up.

. S i n c e  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  by d e f i n i t i o n  ha s  t o  do wi t h  p r e f e r e n t i a l  s e x 
u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  and s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  i t  is p r o p e r l y  c a l l e d  a s e x u a l  d e v i a t 
i o n .  F e m m e p e r s o n a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  in t h e  s ens e  I use i t  do e s  n o t  i n 
v o l v e  any v a r i a t i o n  in  t he  b i o l o g i c a l l y  n o r m a l  h e t e r o s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t 
i o n .  I t  c a n n o t  t h e n  p r o p e r l y  be c a l l e d  a sex d e v i a t i o n .  If  i t  m u s t  
h a v e  a c a t a g o r y  a t  a l l  i t  s h o u l d  be t e r m e d  a g e n d e r  d e v i a t i o n .

I r e a l i z e  t h a t  s o me  do no t  s ee  t h i s  as I do and  p o i n t  t o  v a r i o u s  
i n t e r m e d i a t e  t y p e s .  H o w e v e r ,  I m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t a n c e  of i n t e r 
m e d i a t e s  does  no t  i n v a l i d a t e  t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  m a d e .  E x c e p t i o n s  do no t  
’’p r o v e "  t he  r u l e  r i g h t ,  t h e y  " t e s t ” i t s  v a l i d i t y .  ( C h e c k  t h i s  w i t h  
We b s t e r )  .

H o m o s e x u a l s  p r i m a r i l y  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of f e m 
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a l e s .  T h e y  wi sh  to r e c e i v e  t h e  m a l e  as a f e m a l e  d o e s .  In sho r t  i t  is 
w h a t  a w o m a n  ] S  t h a t  t h e y  i m i t a t e .  T h e  h e t e r o s e x u a l  f e m m e p e r s o n -  
a t o r  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  wh a t  a w o m a n  r e p r e s e n t s  . He 
d o e s  n o t  wi sh  t o  c o p y  h e r  i n  bed ,  he  wi s h e s  t o  co p y  h e r  i n  he r  s o c i a l  
b e h a v i o u r ,  a p p e a r a n c e ,  c l o t h i n g  and  p r e r o g a t i v e s . . . . i n  s ho r t ,  h e r  
g e n d e r - - h e r  f e m i n i n i t y .  Even  m o s t  of  t h o s e  h o m p h i l e s  who a f f e c t  
f e m m e a t t i r e  do so for  t h e  p u r p o s e  of  a t t r a c t i n g  a m a l e  who is w i l l i n g  
t o  h a v e  m a l e - m a l e  r e l a t i o n s ,  b u t  whos e  c o n s c i e n c e  and c u l t u r a l  t r a i n 
i n g  m a k e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to e n j o y  w i t h o u t  t he  s h a m  and  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  f e m i n i n e  e l e m e n t  b e i n g  p r e s e n t .  A g a i n  t h e r e  is ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t he  
s p e c i a l  c l a s s  of  i n v e r t s ,  n o t  j u s t  h o m o s e x u a l s ,  b u t  p e r s o n s  who f e e l  
t h e m s e l v e s  as e s s e n t i a l l y  f e m i n i n e  in  a l l  r e s p e c t s  and who a r e  t h e r e 
f o r e  r i g h t f u l l y  e n t i t l e d  to t he  a t t e n t i o n s  o f  a m a n .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  the 
g e n i t a l  a p p a r a t u s  is ou t  of  h a r m o n y  wi t h  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  
is u n f o r t u n a t e  and  l e a d s  s o c i e t y  t o  c l a s s  t he  i n v e r t  wi t h  t h e  r e g u l a r  
m a l e - m a l e  t y p e  of  h o m o p h i l e .  T h i s  t y p e  of p e r s o n  is now m o r e  p r o p 
e r l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a " t r a n s s e x u a l " .

Wi t h  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  c l e a r e d  up w h a t  s h o u l d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be?  
S i n c e  b o t h  t h e  h o m o p h i l e  and  t h e  f e m m e p e r s o n a t o r  a r e  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  
and  no t  a c c e p t e d  by s o c i e t y ,  b o t h  g r o u p s  h a v e  a c o m m o n  focus  of a c t 
i o n .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  m o r e  h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d  h o m o p h i l e  c o m m u n i t y  does  
t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  l o t  t e n d s  t o  i m p r o v e  ours  and  v i c e  v e r s a .  A n y t h i n g  
t h a t  r e m o v e s  s o m e  of t h e  b i g o t r y  and s e x u a l  i n f a n t i l i s m  f r om our  
s o c i e t y  b e n e f i t s  e v e r y o n e .  T h e  h o m o p h i l e  g r o u p  is m u c h  b e t t e r  o r g a n 
i z e d ,  l a r g e r ,  and  h a s  b e e n  a t  i t  f a r  l o n g e r  t h a n  we h a v e .  Thus  whe r e  
we c a n  a s s i s t  any  g e n e r a l  p r o g r a m s  t h e y  h a v e  for  b r e a k i n g  down  p r e j 
u d i c e  and  l e g a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  we s h o u l d  do so.  Wh e r e  we c a n  t a k e  a d 
v a n t a g e  of any  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  or p r o c e d u r e s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  s e t  up 
w h i c h  c a n  be  of  h e l p  to us i n d i v i d u a l l y  or c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  we s hou l d  do 
so.  We s h o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  and  m a i n t a i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
c e n t e r s  t h a t  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  h o m o p h i l e  c o m m u n i t y ,  g e t t i n g  
f r om t h e m  and  g i v i n g  to t h e m  s uch  i n f o r m a t i o n  and a s s i s t a n c e  as may  
be m u t u a l l y  h e l p f u l .  Al l  t h i s  is on t h e  i m p e r s o n a l  l e v e l ,  now wh a t  
of  m o r e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ?

I am a D e m o c r a t ,  b u t  I f r a t e r n i z e  wi t h  R e p u b l i c a n s .  I am a 
P r o t e s t a n t ,  b u t  I h a v e  a l o t  of  C a t h o l i c  and J e w i s h  f r i e n d s .  I am not  
a n u d i s t  b u t  I h a v e  s o m e  f r i e n d s  who a r e .  I am a l s o  n o t  a h o m o s e x u a l  
e i t h e r  i n  p e r f o r m a n c e  or d e s i r e ,  b u t  I h a v e  a n u m b e r  of v e r y  f i n e  
f r i e n d s  who a r e .  In s h o r t ,  h u m a n i t y  and i t s  good  q u a l i t i e s  s hou l d  be 
a p p r e c i a t e d  and  e n j o y e d  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  an i n d i v i d u a l  
n o t  j u s t  wh e n  h e  c o n f o r m s  t o  our  own p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  of  b e l i e f s  or p a t 
t e r n s  of  b e h a v i o r .  I n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  v a l u e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e s e  wh i c h  
t h e y  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  our  t o t a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  As a D e m o c r a t  I do no t
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a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a d m i r e  and  m a k e  f r i e n d s  w i t h  a l l  D e m o c r a t s  nor  h a t e  
a l l  R e p u b l i c a n s .  As a P r o t e s t a n t  I do n o t  f i nd  a l l  f e l l o w  b e l i e v e r s  t o  
be u p s t a n d i n g ,  w o r t h y  p e r s o n s  nor  a l l  C a t h o l i c s  and  J ews  to be u n d e s 
i r a b l e .  My p o i n t  is l e t  us j u d g e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  wh o m we m e e t  and  
f i nd  t o  be a h o m o s e x u a l  on t h e  b a s i s  of  h i s  o t h e r  h u m a n  q u a l i t i e s  no t  
on w h e t h e r  h i s  sex o r i e n t a t i o n  is t he  s a m e  as o u r s .  I s n ' t  t h i s  w h a t  we 
a r e  a s k i n g  of o t h e r s  a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s ?  D o n ' t  we say i n  e f f e c t  ’’Wha t  
d i f f e r e n c e  does  my l o v e  of  t h e  f e m i n i n e  and  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  
c l o t h i n g  m a k e  to my o t h e r  w o r t h w h i l e  h u m a n  q u a l i t i e s ? ” Does  i t  h e l p  
to say i n  e f f e c t ,  "Tjie_y a r e  sex d e v i a t e s . ” ? As i n d i c a t e d  a b o v e ,  i n  
t h e  e y e s  of  s o c i e t y  we a r e  ’’g e n d e r  d e v i a t e s " .  S h a l l  t h e  p o t  c a l l  t h e  
k e t t l e  b l a c k ?

Wha t  I am t r y i n g  to  say to t h o s e  of you ,  and  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y ,  who 
a r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is t h i s :  One an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l
l e v e l  l e t  t he  g r oups  c o o p e r a t e  i n  any  way p o s s i b l e  for  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  
of b o t h  i n  t he  f i g h t  for  s o c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  and a c c e p t a n c e .  On t he  
i n d i v i d u a l  l e v e l ,  l e t  us j u d g e  p e o p l e  on o t h e r  g r o u n d s  and  l e a v e  t h e i r  
p r i v a t e  l i v e s  t o  t h e m  e v e n  as we wi sh ours  t o  be our  own b u s i n e s s .
S o me  FP s wor r y  a b o u t  w h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  of  as g u i l t  by a s s o c i a t i o n .  I f  
t h e y  go to a p r e d o m i n a t e l y  h o m o s e x u a l  d r a g  b a l l  p e o p l e  w i l l  see  t h e m  
and t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  g a y .  We l l ,  I a n s w e r ,  so w h a t ?  I t ' s  w h a t  y ou  know 
a b o u t  y o u r s e l f  t h a t  is i m p o r t a n t  n o t  w h a t  o t h e r  p e o p l e  t h i n k .  An y o n e  
who wou l d  see  you  a t  such an a f f a i r  wo u l d  h a v e  to  h a v e  s o me  i n t e r e s t  
of  hi s  own t h a t  was a l i t t l e  of f  t h e  b e a t e n  p a t h  t o  be  t h e r e  h i m s e l f .
I f  you  c a n  h a v e  an e v e n i n g ’s f r e e d o m  of  s o c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n  a t  such  an 
a f f a i r  why n o t ?  Is e v e r y o n e  t h a t  goes  to  an  i m p e r s o n a t o r  c l u b  to  see  
t h e  f l o o r  show i m m e d i a t e l y  s u s p e c t ?  I t h i n k  i t  a l l  c o m e s  down to wh a t  
I h a v e  s a i d  b e f o r e ,  Use Wi s d o m,  M o d e r a t i o n  and  P e r s p e c t i v e  i n  m a k 
i n g  your  j u d g e m e n t s  and  d e c i s i o n s  and a l l  w i l l  be w e l l .
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“H eck ,  G e o r g e ,  j u s t  b e c a u s e  
y o u ' v e  bee n  t o  C a s a b l a n c a  
d o e s n ' t  mean we c a n ' t  s t i l l  
be r o o m m a t e s ,  d o e s  i t ?

"The t r o u b l e  w i t h  y o u ,  D i c k ,  
i s  t h a t  you a c t  j u s t  l i k e  a 
woman! M

“H a r r y ,  how many t i m e s  
h ave  I t o l d  you n o t  t o  
w ear  my f a v o r i t e  s l i t -  
s k i r t e d  s u i t  t o  w o r k “?

" T h a t  was H e l e n .  She s a i d ,  
' I  want  you two f e l l o w s  to  
come o v e r  r i g h t  now, I 'm  
h a v i n g  a Come a s  you a r e  
p a r t y . “
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I .  DELAYS: I e x p e c t  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I had  b e t t e r  m e n t i o n  t h i s  month
i s  t h e  d e l a y  mos t  o f  you e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  g e t t i n g  y o u r  o r d e r s  f i l l e d .  
As many o f  you  know b o t h  J o y c e  and I were  aw ay ,  she  f o r  two w eek s  
and I f o r  a b o u t  10 d a y s .  I c o u l d  n o t  b e g i n  t o  do a l l  h e r  work a s  
w e l l  a s  my own w h i l e  she  was gone so I m e r e l y  t o o k  c a r e  o f  t h e  em er
g e n c i e s ,  f o r w a r d e d  C o n t a c t  m a i l  and t r i e d  t o  g e t  my own work d o n e .
As a r e s u l t  when she  r e t u r n e d  she  had a b o u t  two weeks  a c c u m u l a t i o n  
o f  s h i p m e n t s  t o  ' r e c o r d  and t o  make.  N a t u r a l l y  w h i l e  she  was c a t c h 
i n g  up on t h e s e  t h e  d a i l y  m a i l  k e p t  on coming i n .  So t h a t  i s  why
so many o f  y ou  d e l u g e d  u s  w i t h  wha t  we h av e  come to  c a l l ,  "Where 
t h e  h e l l  i s  i t " ,  m a i l .  Most  o f  you a r e  t o o  l a d y l i k e  t o  u s e  such 
l a n g u a g e ,  b u t  once  i n  a w h i l e  one comes t h r o u g h  in  a b o u t  t h a t  v e i n .  
W e l l ,  anyway we a r e  s o r r y ,  b u t  we c o u l d n t  k e e p  o u r  n o s e s  t o  t h e  
g r i n d s t o n e  a l l  t h e  t i m e  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  R e s o r t  G a t h e r i n g  t o  go 
t o .  T h i s  b a c k l o g  h a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s l o w ed  up t h e  Nov. 15 M i r r o r  and 
p r e v e n t e d  c a t c h i n g  up on t h i s  T V ia ,  t h o u g h  i t  won’ t  be a s  l a t e  g e t 
t i n g  t o  you a s  was # 1 7 .  So b e a r  w i t h  u s ,  we work h a r d  and  do t h e  
b e s t  t h a t  we c a n ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  an  a w f u l  l o t  more t o  t h i s  t h a n  m e e t s  
t h e  e y e .

I I .  IN ANTICIPATION: As you know p o s t a l  r a t e s  a r e  due t o  go up** t h e
f i r s t  o f  t h e  y e a r .  F o r  u s  t h e y  h av e  bee n  c l i m b i n g  s t e a d i l y .  Re
member when t h e  m a g a z in e  u s e d  t o  go o u t  f o r  1607 I d o .  Now i t  i s  
28 .  Wi th  t h e  new r a t e s  a t  t h e  same w e i g h t  i t  wou ld  be 350 w h i c h  i s  
j u s t  t o o  much.  So e a r l y  n e x t  y e a r  we w i l l  s w i t c h  o v e r  t o  p r i n t i n g  
on a l a r g e r  p r e s s  w h ich  w i l l  r e q u i r e  t h e  page s i z e  t o  be a l t e r e d .  
S in c e  i t  w i l l  be somewhat  s m a l l e r  we w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number  o f  
p a g e s  t o  92 o r  96 d e p e n d i n g  on wha t  w e i g h t  w i l l  s t a y  i n s i d e  o f  5 o z .  
Our method o f  o p e r a t i o n  i s  t o  g e t  m a t e r i a l  t y p e d  i n  a d v a n c e  a s  i t  
comes i n  and  t h e n  t o  " a s s e m b l e ” t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  
f rom t h i s  p r e t y p e d  m a t e r i a l .  As a r e s u l t  t h e r e  i s  q u i t e  a b i t  o f  
m a t e r i a l  on hand a l r e a d y  t y p e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  p a g e  s i z e  and  a l s o  on
2 o r  3 d i f f e r e n t  m a c h i n e s .  T h i s  w i l l  hav e  t o  be u s e d  up in  Nos .
1 8 ,  1 9 ,  and 20 b e f o r e  we can ch ange  o v e r .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e  v a r 
i e t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e s e  3 i s s u e s  may n o t  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t h e  way 
we n o r m a l l y  w o u l d ,  b u t  i t  i s  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  we can do a t  t h e  moment .
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So b e a r  w i t h  u s  i n  t h i s  a d j u s t m e n t  p e r i o d .

I I I .  NEW MATERIAL: Some o f  you may f e e l  d i s c o u r a g e d  t h a t  m a t e r i a l
s u b m i t t e d  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  a f t e r  you sen d  i t  i n .  
P l e a s e  d o n t  b e .  I h av e  t o  a l o t  t h e  p a g e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s u b j e c t  and 
l e n g t h ,  so t h e  r i g h t  c o m b i n a t i o n  may n o t  come a b o u t  f o r  6 o r  8 
m o n t h s .  A nu mber  o f  s t o r i e s  t h a t  h av e  bee n  s e n t  i n  and t y p e d  on 
t h e  c u r r e n t  s i z e  b a s i s  c a n n o t  be u s e d  in  TVia i t s e l f  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
s w i t c h o v e r  i n  s i z e ,  so t h e y  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be p r i n t e d  i n  a book o f  
s h o r t  s t o r i e s .  Announcement  w i l l  be made a b o u t  t h i s  l a t e r .  How
e v e r  t h i s  i s  an  a p p e a l  f o r  more m a t e r i a l  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  new s i z e d  
mag.  I t  h a s  t o  be t y p e d  i n  a d v a n c e  so send  i t  i n  a n y t i m e .  P a r 
t i c u l a r l y  I* d  l i k e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  p o e t e s s e s  among u s .  We have 
had  v e r y  l i t t l e  a p p r o p r i a t e  p o e t r y  come i n ,  so how a b o u t  i t ?
Also any small half page articles, stories, jokes that are appro
priate etc. are welcome, as finishing up the last half of the last 
page of a story t h a t  stops in the middle of a page is something of 
a nuisance, so lend a hand.
IV.  FILM DEVELOPING: One o f  our  g i r l s  i s  a p r e t t y  good p h o t o g r a p h
e r  and h a s  h e r  own d a r k r o o m .  She h a s  o f f e r e d  t o  h e l p  s o l v e  a pro b 
lem t h a t  comes up e v e r y  now and t h e n .  Some o f  you t a k e  s h o t s  and 
a r e  t h e n  r e l u c t a n t  t o  s en d  them t o  a  l o c a l  d e v e l o p e r  f o r  f e a r  o f  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  So now i f  you w i l l  send  y o u r  r o l l  o f  f i l m  t o  Ghev 
a l i e r  w i t h  $2 I w i l l  hav e  h e r  d e v e l o p  and  make one p r i n t  o f  ea ch  
f o r  you and r e t u r n  i t .  T h i s  w i l l  g i v e  you more f r e e d o m  i n  y o u r  
s h o o t i n g ,  b u t  p l e a s e — no s h o t s  t h a t  c o u l d  be t e r m e d  o b s c e n e  e t c .  
T h i s  i s  a  w e l l  i n t e n d e d  s e r v i c e ,  n o t  a c i r c u m v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  P . 0 .

V. RESPONSE: I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  few o f  you who d i d  as I
s u g g e s t e d  i n  #17 and  w r o t e  t o  t h e  good j u d g e  in  C h icag o  and t h e  
bad j u d g e  i n  T e x a s .  Too bad more o f  you a r e n ’ t  g i v e n  t o  t a k i n g  
some s o r t  o f  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  such  m a t t e r s .

V. OBITUARY: In  t h e  r u s h  o f  g e t t i n g  #17 o u t  I n e g l e c t e d  t o  p a s s
on t h e  s a d  news o f  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  two more o f  o u r  g i r l s .  One was 
B a r b a r a  o f E n g l a n d  who g av e  u s  t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r y  M60 Y e a r s  a 
TV" i n  # 1 6 .  Her  s t o r y  was i n  i t s e l f  h e r  b e s t  c r e d i t  l i n e .  She 
had  l i v e d  h e r  l i f e  f u l l y  and e n j o y e d  h e r  f e m i n i n e  p e r B o n a l i t y  up 
t o  t h e  e n d .  A few weeks  l a t e r  t h e r e  p a s s e d  a n o t h e r  t h a t  some o f  
yo u  knew,  n am e ly  J im  D a v i d s o n — E l l e n  R o b b i n s .  E l l e n  wqs n o t  a 
s u b s c r i b e r  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e a t h  a s  she h ad  been  h a v i n g  a r o u g h  go
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o f  i t  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  y e t  she was w i t h  u s  i n  s p i r i t  a s  h e r  l e t t e r s  i n 
d i c a t e d .  She d i e d  a t  t h e  age  o f  64 and t h o s e  y e a r s  had s e e n  E l l o n  
do a b o u t  e v e r y t h i n g  a woman can do o u t s i d e  o f  b e i n g  a m o t h e r .  We 
hope t h a t  t h e s e  two s o u l s  h a v i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  l i f e  b r o a d l y  (no pun 
i n t e n d e d )  h e r e  on e a r t h  w i l l  be w e l l  r e c e i v e d  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .

VI .  GENEROSITY: T h i s  i s  a  f i n e  q u a l i t y  b u t  i t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  u s e d
i n  u n h e l p f u l  w a y s .  I s u r e l y  h av e  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  l o a n i n g  c o p i e s  o f  
TVia t o  t h o s e  whose f i n a n c i a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r e c l u d e  t h e i r  s u b s c r i p 
t i o n -----no body  s h o u l d  be d e n i e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y — b u t  i t  seems r a t h e r
u n f a i r  t o  t h e  wh ole  i d e a  when some who a r e  q u i t e  a b l e  t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  
s h a r e  o f  t h e  l o a d  d o n t  do s o .  I d o n * t  s a y  t h i s  o u t  o f  s e l f i s h  f i n 
a n c i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  I t h i n k  I am s a f e  i n  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  I do 
my s h a r e .  However,  i t  seems t o  me t h a t  l o a n i n g  c o p i e s  t o  t h o s e  who 
can w e l l  a f f o r d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h i s  m a g a z i n e  t h e m s e l v e s  
i s  n o t  h e l p i n g .  The more we a r e  i n  number  t h e  b e t t e r  we can be i n  
q u a l i t y  and t h e  l o u d e r  t h e  v o i c e  w i t h  w h ich  we s p e a k .  N a t u r a l l y  
I would  l i k e  t o  see  t h e  s i z e  o f  o u r  r e a d e r s h i p  i n c r e a s e  so t h a t  
when I am a s k e d ,  MHow many s u b s c r i b e r s  do you h a v e ” I c o u l d  name 
a  l a r g e  and i m p r e s s i v e  n um ber .  So 'how  a b o u t  you  f r e e  l o a d e r s  c a r 
r y i n g  some o f  t h e  l o a d ,  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  n u m b e r i c a l l y  and o t h e r w i s e ?

VI I  ADS FROM NON-SUBSCRIBERS: We h av e  had Ads s e n t  i n  by p e r s o n s
n o t  on t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  l i s t .  T h es e  h av e  b een  r e f u s e d .  We f e e l  
t h a t  t h o s e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  s h o u l d  n o t  be e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  b e n e 
f i t s  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  M o r e o v e r ,  l a c k  o f  s u p p o r t  may be i n d i c a t i v e  
t h a t  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r  i s  n o t  a good s e c u r i t y  r i s k ,  p e r h a p s  n o t  even  
a  TV a t  a l l .  Thus  in  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  t h e  ad  i s  n o t  a c c e p t e d .

V I I I .  DO ME A FAVOR, PLEASE? T h e r e  a r e  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  s e r v i c e s  
and o f f e r s  o f  h e l p  t h a t  many o f  you have made f rom  t i m e  t o  t i m e .  I 
t r y  t o  n o t e  t h e s e  down, b u t  when t h e y  a r e  made i n  l e t t e r s  t h a t  h av e  
a d s  o r  o r d e r s  i n  them t h e  l e t t e r  u s u a l l y  g e t s  r o u t e d  a n o t h e r  way.
So I hav e a  r e q u e s t .  Would t h o s e  o f  you who ca n  and w i l l  c o n t r i 
b u t e  in  v a r i o u s  ways  t a k e  a  3 x 5 f i l e  c a r d  ( o r  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  t h a t  
s i z e )  and p u t  y o u r  femmename and code number  i n  t h e  u p p e r  r i g h t h a n d  
c o r n e r .  Then s t a t e  wh at  you can an d  w i l l  d o .  I ’m p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 
t e r e s t e d  i n  t h o s e  o f  you who a r e  a r t i s t s  and  can do i l l u s t r a t i o n s  
f o r  s t o r i e s  o r  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  a r t  work ;  t r a n s l a t o r s  f r om  f o r e i g n  
l a n g u a g e s  i n t o  e n g l i s h ;  t y p i s t s ;  t h o s e  who a r e  M.D .s  o r  a t t o r n e y s  
a b l e  and  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  s i s t e r s  i n  n e e d ;  and any  o t h e r  t a l e n t s  
t h a t  can be p u t  t o  good u s e .  P l e a s e  l i s t  t h e s e  t h i n g s  and t h e n  I 
can s e t  up  a  c a r d  f i l e  f o r  t h i s  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  I t  would  h e l p  a  l o t .
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3 9 - F - l  L i k e  t o  meet  o t h e r  FPs  i n  B o s t o n  a r e a  and t o  c o r r e s p o n d  
w i t h  o t h e r s  i n  New E n g la n d  E . F .

3 2 - S - 1 3  FPE M a r r i e d ,  3 1 ,  would  l i k e  t o  c o r r e s .  o r  m ee t  o t h e r  FPs 
o r  p e r s o n s  i n t r s t e d  in  s u b j e c t  p a r t i c  W es t .  N.Y.  B e v e r l y

30-M-2 L i k e  t o  mee t  o t h e r s  i n  NYC o r  New J e r s e y  a r e a ,  p a r t i c u l a r 
l y  t h o s e  w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w i v e s .  Nancy

5 -B -1 5  M a r r i e d  F P , 31 y r s .  T r a v e l s  a l l  o f  No. C a l i f .  L i k e  t o
m ee t  o t h e r  FPs  in  a r e a .  A l l  c o r r e s .  a n s w e r e d  E a r l e n e

3 0 - B - 2  FPE and  A A  member w i s h e s  c o r r e s .  w i t h  any a l c o h o l i c  FPs 
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a r e a  o r  s t a t e  o f  s o b r i e t y  S h e i l a

9 - K - l  FPE E n t h u s i a s t i c  FP i n  F l o r i d a  w i s h e s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  
members i n  a r e a .  W ish es  form l o c a l  FPE c h a p .  Mary Kay

VIRGINIA SPEAKING-------I h ave  two b l o n d  w i g s  g i v e n  me t o  s e l l .  One
o f  them i s  a l m o s t  new and would  be a $ 2 0 0 - 2 2 5  p i e c e  i f  new. The 
o t h e r  i s  o l d e r  and  more u s e d ,  b u t  i s  s t i l l  v e r y  w e a r a b l e .  I t  i s  
human h a i r  and  v e n t i l a t e d — would ha ve  bee n  in  t h e  same p r i c e  r a n g e  
o r i g i n a l l y .  FPs  a r e  a l w a y s  w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  t h e  c o s t  o f  a  good h a i r  
p i e c e ,  so  h e r e  i s  y o u r  c h a n c e .  The b e t t e r  one g o e s  f o r  $125 and 
t h e  o l d e r  one f o r  $75 t o  t h e  f i r s t  t a k e r .  Money b ac k  i f  p i e c e  i s  
n o t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and i s  r e t u r n e d  w i t h i n  a  w eek .  W r i t e  me a t  

C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s  Box 36091 Los  A n g e l e s  36 ,  C a l i f o r n i a
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*** ITEMS AND PRICES ***

T R A N S V E S T I A  i s  p u b l i s h e d  a b o u t  t h e  1 s t  o f  e v e n - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h s  
a t  $4  p e r  c o p y .  A L E  b a c k  i s s u e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e .  N o s .  1 a n d  2 a r e  i n  
1 / 4  p a g e  p h o t o r e d u c t i o n  a t  r e d u c e d  p r i c e s .  A l l  o t h e r s  $4  e a c h .

T V  " C L I P S H E E T "  i s  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  1 s t  o f  e a c h  o d d - n u m b e r e d  m o n t h  
a n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  n e w s p a p e r  a n d  m a g a z i n e  c l i p p i n g s  
b o t h  o ld  a n d  n e w  s e n t  i n  b y  r e a d e r s .  I t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  m a t e r i a l
f o r  s c r a p  b o o k s  t h a t  m i g h t  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  P r i c e  $1 an  
i s s u e  o r  $5 p e r  y e a r  o f  6 i s s u e s .

T h e  F E M M E M I R R O R  is  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y  o n  t h e  15 th  a n d  c o n s i s t s  
p r i n c i p a l l y  of  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  l e t t e r s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  d i s c u s s i o n  of  q u e s 
t i o n s  of  i n t e r e s t ,  n e w s  n o t e s  e t c .  It  i s  a  n e w s l e t t e r  f o r  F e m m e P e r s o n ~  
a t o r s .  P r i c e  $1 a n  i s s u e  o r  $10  p e r  y e a r  o f  12 i s s u e s .

N O T E : :  A s  a n  i n d u c e m e n t  t o  s a v e  a  l o t  of  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g ,  t h o s e  
w h o  w i s h  a  f u l l  y e a r  o f  e a c h  of  t h e  3 p u b l i c a t i o n s  a b o v e  a n d  w i l l  p a y  
f o r  t h e m  a l l  a t  o n c e  w i l l  r e c e i v e  o n e  i s s u e  o f  T V i a  f r e e .  P r i c e  of  6 
T V i a s ,  6 C l i p s h e e t s  a n d  12 F e m m e m i r  r o r s  - - $3 5 . S a v e  $7 o v e r  r e g u l a r  
p r i c e .  T h i s  o f f e r  a p p l i e s  o n l y  f o r  1 y e a r  IN  A D V A N C E .  B a c k  i s s u e s  
o f  T V i a  a v a i l a b l e  a n y  6 f o r  t h e  p r i c e  o f  5 w h e n  o r d e r e d  a t  o n e  t i m e  (6 
m u s t  not  i n c l u d e  # s 1, 2 o r  c u r r e n t  i s s u e )  $20 .  00

D R E S S  C A T A L O G :  A c a t a l o g  of  a l l  t y p e s  o f  d r e s s e s ,  s k i r t s ,  b l o u s e s ,  
l o u n g i n g  w e a r  a n d  l i n g e r i e  a l l  c u s t o m  m a d e  to  y o u r  o w n  m e a s u r e m e n t s .  
F u l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on p r i c e s ,  m e a s u r e m e n t s ,  e t c .  $ 1 . 0 0

S E P E R A T E  B O O K  L E N G T H  S T O R I E S :
1) " F A T E D  F O R  F E M I N I N I T Y - A  h i g h  s c h o o l  b o y  w a n t s  t o  b e  c h e e r  

l e a d e r  b u t  e n d s  u p  a s  B e a u t y  Q u e e n  a n d  a s  b r i d e  of  a  w o m a n .
2) "I A M  A M A L E  A C T R E S S " - - A  r e p o r t e r  t a k e s  a  d a r e  t o  i m p e r s o n 

a t e  a s t a r l e t ,  m a k e s  a h i t ,  g e t s  a c o n t r a c t  a n d  b e c o m e s  a n  a c t r e s s .  
M a r r i e s  a f a m o u s  f e m a l e  s t a r ,  t h e y  l i v e  a s  s i s t e r s .

O R D E R  F O R M  * * C U T  O U T  A N D  M A I L

N A M E C O D E  N O .

T R A N S V E S T I A  B a c k  I s s u e s  ( e x c e p t  
i s s u e s )  6 f o r

T V  C L I P  S H E E T S  i s s u e s  N o . $1
$1

e a .
e a .

$5/
F E M M E M I R R O R  i s s u e s  N o . ______________
P A C K A G E  D E A L :  1 y e a r  of  a l l  3 in  a d v a n c e
B O O K  L E N G T H  S T O R I E S  1) " F a t e d  F o r  F e m i n i n i t y "

2) "I A m  A M a l e  A c t r e s s "  
C U S T O M  M A D E  D R E S S  C A T A L O G  
R e a l i s t i c  F a l s i e s :  S p e c i a l  b r a  w i t h  p l a s t i c  i n s e r t s  

S p e c i a l  j e l l y  f o r  f i l l i n g  i n s e r t s  
P l a s t i c  " H e a d "  W i g  b l o c k  a n d  C l a m p  to  h o l d  b l o c k  ea_

$ 2 . 5 0  e a  
t

$

20 .  00 $
r .  (6) $
r  (12) $
35 .  00 $

' 5.  00 $
5 . 0 0 $
1 . 0 0 $
5. 00 $
5. 00 $

. 5 . 0 0 $
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Publication Policy

TRANSVESTIA i s  made up p r i m a r i l y  o f  m a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  by i t s  
r e a d e r s .  Case h i s t o r i e s ,  t r u e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f i c t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,  
a r t i c l e s  o f  o p i n i o n ,  poems and p i c t u r e s  a r e  w e lc o m e .  The g r e a t e r  
v a r i e t y  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e  m a g a z i n e  w i l l  b e .  
M a t e r i a l  i s  s o l i c i t e d  on t h i s  b a s i s :

1 .  M a t e r i a l  i s  o f f e r e d  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h o u t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
and f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  a l l .

2 .  M a t e r i a l  s u b m i t t e d  w i l l  n o t  be r e t u r n e d  u n l e s s  r e q u e s t e d  
and a  s t am p ed  e n v e l o p e  p r o v i d e d .

3 .  The E d i t o r  r e s e r v e s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be t h e  s o l e  j u d g e  o f  
wha t  m a t e r i a l  s h a l l  be p r i n t e d  and t o  e d i t ,  a l t e r ,  d e l e t e  
o r  r e f u s e  m a t e r i a l  when i t  i s  deemed i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e .  Off  c o l o r  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  n o t  be p u b l i s h e d  
and t h e r e f o r e  s h o u l d  n o t  be s u b m i t t e d .

******

PERSON TO PERSON ADS AND REPLIES:
F o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  and i t s  s u b s c r i b e r s  f rom  
t h e  c a r e l e s s ,  t h o u g h t l e s s  o r  f o o l i s h  a c t s  o f  a  few i t  h a s  b e 
come n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i m i t  t h e  a d s  and  a n s w e r s  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  
m a g a z i n e  t o  t h o s e  who have  b ee n  s c r e e n e d .  I f  you  w i s h  t o  u s e  
t h i s  s e r v i c e  a s k  f o r  a  f r e e  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r m .  F i l l  
o u t  and r e t u r n  w i t h  $5 r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e .  When a c c e p t e d  t h i s  
money may be a p p l i e d  a g a i n s t  a d s  ( $ 2 )  o r  a n s w e r s  ($ 1 )  a t  r e 
g u l a r  r a t e s .  I f  n o t  a c c e p t e d  i t  w i l l  be r e t u r n e d .

Members o f  PHI PI  EPSILON a r e  f r e e  t o  a d v e r t i s e  and t o  r e p l y  
t o  a d s  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  and a t  r e g u l a r  r a t e s .

RATES: $2 p e r  ad p e r  i s s u e  f o r  up t o  5 l i n e s .  R e p l i e s  $1 .

No r e p l i e s  o r  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  i n t e n d e d  f o r  r e m a i l i n g  s h o u l d  be 
s e n t  t o  C h e v a l i e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s  o r  t o  TRANSVESTIA i t s e l f .  Add
r e s s  a l l  s u c h  m a i l  t o  "CONTACT" 4924 W. P i c o  Los  A n g e l e s  1 9 .

GOODS AND SERVICES ADS a l s o  a c c e p t e d ,  r a t e s  upon r e q u e s t .




