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PRESTHDRENT S B o aAGE

Dear VOW lMembers:

This summer has been short, but a busy one for many of our mem-
bers, especially those who have prepared such fine reports of the various
conferences which have taken place over the last few months.

Others have been doing yeoman work in getting signatures to op-
pose the Trident Base in Washington just a short distance from British Co-
lumbia; and for support in our efforts to have a moratorium declared on
the building of nuclear reactors, until such time as all can be made safe

- (if that is possible?).

I am certain that you will® join with me in wishing our VOW mem-
bers success during the National Conference which is being held this month
(Sept.) near Toronto. No doubt a thorough study of our work will result.

I trust that we in B.C, will also have a good, informal and pro-
ductive discussion of our work when we gather on October 2nd for a one-day
conference and study session in Vancouver.

Florence M, Stanton.

%Abject apologies for my tardiness - Editor.
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MRy PROVINCIAL MEETING

Our next Annual General Meeting will not take place until some
time in the Spring of 1977.

' The theme will be "Moving Towards A New Society”; and the book of
that name, from Philadelphia's New Society Press, will be required reading
before the conference.

Voice of Women has worked long and hard on examining and diagnos-
ing our sick society: many are now convinced that we should now be moving,
without delay, into some prescribing and treating. We need to get together
and make this transition happen, and the AGM can provide the right oppor-
tunity.

: As those of you who have already read "Moving Towards A New Soci-
ety” will realise, such a mecting can only reach its full potential if it
is preceded by months of study and dialogue; and this we hope to further by
the presentation, in the next few issues of the Voice, of our goals and some
new ideas for their achievement.

The need for more time to read and discuss and develop new ideas
has been the most important of several reasons for postponing such a meet-
ing, In the meantime, our one-day Fall Conference at the Planetarium in
Vancouver (Oct. 2) will, it is hoped, give us thc opportunity to lay the
foundations of individual and group study programs leading up to a truly
useful AGM,.




THE CCNR GOES TO THE SKAGIT HEARING IN SEATTLE - reported by Lille d!'Basum

A group of British Columbians attended the August 17 hearing of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission on the building of two 1250-megawatt re-
actors on the Skagit River 32 miles from the Canadian border.

I went down the night before with Richard Cousencau of the French
language national radio nectwork, Richard got several reports on the French
network, which was all the publicity the hearings got in Canada. I got to
the hearing before it began at 10:00 a.m., and so was able to present the
CCNR and VOW briefs; but I was not allowed to speak, although I was an ac-
credited witness, my namc having been sent in in the spring.

The only speakers were the represcntatives of the four utilities
which hope to build the reactors, Their submissions, mostly in reply to
questions from two lawycrs, one in the morning and the other in the after-
noon, predicted the cenergy nceds for the next twenty years -~ which, they .
concluded, would requirc thc building of four nuclear plants.

Apparently the precss were cxcluded (thore was no press tabhle); but
during the noon rececss, when we went out onto the sunny plaza of the beauti-
ful new Federal Building, I was interviewed by a number of TV, radio and
newspaper rcporters. The rest of the B.C, contingent had arrived by then,
and put on a demonstration. Ann McMillan of SCANP (Skagitonians Against
Nuclear Power) !phoncd me later and said that I had been on Channels L, 5
and 11 and on many radio stations, and reported in the prcss, and that the
Vancouver demonstration was on TV and reported in the press. Ann said our
delcgation had made a strong imprecssion, and had been a great help.

An 1ton in the Seattlc Post-Inteclligencer next mornlng rcported
the Canadian "invasion” and said tThat the qucstion would not be decided for

8 year or =o. Since Washington arc holding their Nuclcar Initiative on
November 2, should thc opposition win that, thore may still be hope of stop-
ping the Skagit rcactors after all. (cmphasis ours - Ed.)
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THE ELEPHANT THAT PRODUCMD A MOUSE

Reprcscentatives of sixtcen local groups held a mecting and scnt
telegrams to Trudeau and Bennett, pointing out that the Aug. 30 explosion
at Hanford should scrve as a warning of the growing danger of radiation con-
tamination close to our border, We asked both governmonts to protest to
US authoritics, and recquestcd the B.C, Department of Health to provide a
monitoring service to measurc radiation levels in B.C,

. About 30 news rocleascs went out and, as far as I know, our publi-
city consisted of 3% inches on page 28 in the Sun, mostly w1sqvotat10ns,
and mentioning only four (not VOW) of the participating groups.

Jim Carter's sons rated 18 inchcs (newspaper column length) for
trying pot, a CNE clown got 9 inchecs for getting caught upsidec down on a
wire, and a fircman got 12 inchos beginning with a hcadline on page 1, for
stepping in an outhousc hole,
Well, now wec know what it takes to "makec ncws®.
- Lille d'Easum
o Y B PO R U DO 8 Tl P with the CCNR Petition il &L£——
/ rcquesting a public inquiry on the hazards and benefits of L
g nuclear encrgy dovolopmont in Canada,
/Sond for Petition Forms to: CCNR, 10h - 2127 W, LO0th, Vancouver,
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NUCLEAR POWER READING LIST

- from thc Canadian Coalition for Nuclcar Responsibility (CCNR)

NUCLEAR POWER ~ by Walter C, Pattorson (a Canadian authori); 30Lpp.; 1976

Egscntial information for grasping thc nuclcar controversy; also a
history of the cconomics and environmental aspcects of the field.

NUCLEAR POWER: THZ FIFTH HORSEMAN - Worldwatch Papcr 6; 68pp. by Donis
Hayes, 1976.

Woll written and very informative; clearly explains the numerous sci-
cntific controversics rc radiation cffects, accident probabilities, Pluto-
nimm toxicity, homc-madc bombs, ctec. (Scnd $2.50 to CCNR for your copy)

. b S 4 TS _brs
| C. C.:N. R, }

i CANADIAN COALITION FOR. NUCLEAR RESPONSIBILITY
5 2010 MacKay Streoct, Montreal !

EXPLORING ENERGY EFFICIENT FUTURES FOR CANADA - Conscrver Socicty Notes,
No. l; lL3pp.: 1976.

Articles by Amory Lovins, Andrecw McKillop and others, bearing on the
d001s1on between high and low cncrgy futurecs, Writc to:
Conscrver Socicty Notes,
Editor, Brucc McCallum,
150 Kent St., Ottawa.

Recommended by CCNR - to be revicwed later:-
NUCLEAR POWER - TilE UNVIABLE OPTION - by John J. Berger
NON~NUCLEAR FUTURAS - by Amory Lovins & John Price
WORLD ZENERGY STRATEGIES - by Amory Lovins
LNERGY FOR SURVIVAL - by Wilson Clark

#%3t% The mailing from CCNR included an important new articlc by Gordon Ed-
wards: NUCLZAR POWER: A NEW DIMENSION IN POLITICS, in the forocword to
which Dorothy uosenbo;g (Quebcc VOW) is singlod out for grateful commont bc-

" cause of her “constant encouragcment and many valuable suggcstions” This

article undertakes to view Safcty, lcon011cu, Energy Ruqvlromcnts, Hoalth
and Pollution, and Decision Making; and it pioncors 1n a new ficld of con-
cern - Social Impact. "No attempt has cver bcen made" writcs Edwards, "to
asscss uhO full social impact of anticipated nuclcar powcr dcvclopment in
Canada,’

w3 Also included in the CCNR packet: a pamphlet of 11pp. in which arc 6
very punchy bricf articlcs by well-known U.S. wcapons rescarchers, scicnt-
ists ctc., under the title THE THREAT OF NUCLZAR WAR. This was prcsented
March 29, 1976 as a programmc by Granada Tclovision on the British Indcpon-
dent Telcvision network. ESDuClqlly important for anyone still unawarc of

the danger of wcaponry developing from N-powor.
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MARY COX has MOVED from Bowscr: _’ P / IMPORTANT \

; ‘Hor now address is: B \ANNOUNCE?%fE/
R.R. 1, Fanny Bay, B.C., VOR 1W0 (Tel, 335-0393)~——
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MOVING TOWARD A NEW SOCIETY - by Gowan, Lakcy, Moyer & Taylor: 296pp.
$3.00 from Mary Cox (scc above notice)

THE POVERTY OF POWER - by Barry Commoncr (soc roview on page 5); hardback
price $08.95; possibly available in paperback in about 6 months' time,
at around $2,50,

JOBS & THE BNVIRONIMENT - c¢d. by Jeromy Dale ¢ Tony Emcrson; 16pp.; 12p
from Socialist Environmont & Resourccs Association (SERA),
Tidy's Cottage, School Lanc, West Kingsdown, Kent, England.

Edited transcript of a SERA confercnce cffectively transmitting the
twin messages (1) that the cnvironment affcets us all and is threatcning the
health and safcty of workers and thoir communitics; and (2) that workers
must depmand the right to work on socially uscful, cnvironmentally non-dc-
structive products.

/No 2)
GLORIOUS READING i1 The GREENPEACE CHRONICLES, Spring/Summer '76 (Vol ‘2,
i Real goms on The Rights of Whales, the Nuclcar Issuc, Mercury Pol-

s

lution, and tho Anti-Scaling Expcdition.

Send to: Groonovecacc Foundation, 2108 W, Lth Ave., Vancouver, B.C.

————

Free (I think) to members of GPF, but contributions much nceded,
[y 3%

COMING SOON, WATCH FOR I'URTHER NOTICIS:
IMPR:ESSTONS OF HABITAT - by Frcda Handford, 11pp.

HABITAT: CMNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON HUMAN SETTLEMSNTS - by
Ironoc McAllistor, 6pp.

A ncw, up-to-date NUCLEAR SHEET -~ by B.C., VOW is in thc making.
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Hilda Kellington has "SOLAR POWZR" T-shirts; Small, Medium and
Large, and children's sizocs, at $l4.00 cach.

White, Yellow, Groen or Bluc. with Solar Power design in flamo
colours.

—3> A grcat conversation-startcr: wecar one all the timed

Also "Solar Power' bumper stickers and "Stop Nuclear Power" but-
tons. :

Writc to: Hilda Kellington, Box 56, Crofton, B.C.

AARARAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARAAARAAAAAAAAARAAAAAAAAAAALAARAAARAAAAARAA
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THE POVERTY OF POWER - by Barry Commoncr; Alfred Knopf; 19765 $8.95
A roview by PETE SEEGER in WIN magazinc, Junc 24, 1976.

Herc is "must" rcading for cnvironmentalists.

This book is thc complctc version of throo artlclos publlshod in
the New Yorker magazinc in February, and cntitled "“norgJ : Cormoncr, o
lcading biologist and ccologist, tics togothor the criscs in the oil indus-
try, thc coal industry, nuclear power and solar cncrgy, and rclates thom all
to the prosent cconomic crisis, which includes inflation, uncmployment, and
a shortage of capital.

At the end he comes to some radical conclusions, but he starts
slowly, laying out the principles of tnormodynam1cs. As hc procecds to show
what is wrong with US cncrgy practicés, cvery stop is supportcd by statis-
tics (he mvst have a crackerjack rescarch staff there at Washington Univer-
sity). Where therc arc conflicting statistics he takcs the time to explain
how they were arrived at, When it is obvious that our nﬂtlon ‘has choson a
path that is in the long run wasteful or incfficicnt, (for cxample, in
boosting air transport and allowing railroads %o dctorlorato), hce zerocs in
on why this faulty choicc was madc: profit.

Conservativc consorvationists may be horrified at Cormmoncr's con-
clusions; theoir frionds will sputter, "I told you thesc ccologists arc bont
on destroying the Amorican Way."  DBut any thoughtful person conccrned with
America's cnorgy crisis can lcarn from this volume. Cormmoncr shows how
students of cconomy, from thc beginning to the prescent, considered environ-
mental degradation an “externality" - that is, not part of the markctplace
transaction, and thercforc not part of their formulas. In rcality, he
points out, a polluting corporation has becen handed a frecc subsidy by the
nation,

As it becomecs obvious that comprchonsive, long-term national plan-
ning must be undcrtaken in the USA, thon the polarization of the nation will

take place with an intensity not scon sincc the '30!'s. On onc sidec will bo
supporters of planning in thc intcrcsts of the large corporations - that is,
state capitalism ("fascism?"), On the other side will be supporters of

planning in the intorcsts of middle class and lower class working people -
that is, socialism ("dictatorshin?").

What is incscapablc, aftcer roqdlng Commoncr'!s book, is thc rcali-
zation that our country cannot continue the "blind, mindlcss chain of cvonts
that transformed the technologics of agricultural and industrial production
and rcorganizod transportation: that increascd the output of the production
system but incrcascd its appctite for capital, cnergy, and other resourccs
cven morc.,..'

In 1962, thc Now Yorker turncd a gencration's hecad around with its
first publication of Silent Spring. THE POVERTY OF POWER may turn out to
be just as important a book.

ARROWS for Actioni / . ’
}. \//

In the B.C, Voice, Arrows mcan Things You Can DO
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BORRIPIT I BE Facts We Should Know - and Usc

Between 1900 and 1941 an Amcrican scholar has listed 2l wars., Perhaps wo
may fecl complacent on that score; but in the last 30 ycars there have becn
no less than 119 wars (ecivil and international) with a death toll of scveral
tens of millions of pcoplc - morc than during World War II. Therec is no
doubt whatsocver that the frequency of war is increasing.

The impact of this tragic fact is brought home to us morc vividly when we
learn that since Sept. 1945, therc has not beceon a single day in which one or
soveral wars wore not being fought somocwhorc in thce world, and that on any
"average" day, about 12 wars arc under way. Is it then qurprlslng that ap-
proximatcly uop of thce world's most qualificd scicntists and cnginccrs are
being sucked into the Rcscarch and Development scction of the military in-
dustry? Is it surprising that sincc the end of the Second World War the
total world resources dcvoted to military coxpenditurc cxcecds SIX THOUSAND
BILLION DOLLARS ? Such a figurc is too cnormous to comprchend, but if we
think of it as representing an investment of $1,500 for every man, woman and
child on carth - a sum cqual to 15 yecars'! incomc for the average Indian -
we come o little closer to an apprceciation of this colossal crime against
humanity.

Let us memorise thesc few facts and quote them whenever we can, let us usc
thoesce figurces whencver an opportunity precscents itsclf - lct us PROTEST our
abhorrence of thom, If 7,000 pocople can cheerfully take to the strcets in
Southall to demonstrate that there is Only Onc Racc, the Human Race, how
many millions should be rouscd to comc out with the demand:

END THE ARMS RACE - ©NOT THE HUMAN RACE

- Bilecn Bernal,
Women for World Disarmament

(from Call to Women, Aug - Oct 1976
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 21st Tricnnial Mecting,
e e ARG 21V = Jul‘y 2) 1976, VanCOL‘.VGI', Canada

A REPORT by Alicc Coppard

Except for the surroundings, the ICW mccting struck me as a repe-
tition of thc Habitat Conference. The important ideas came from the work-
shops and discussions from the floor, not from the official dccision makers.

Apart from Canada's two somcwhat wcak rcsolutions on the transpor-
tation and disposal of nuclcar-power waste, therc werce no rosolutions con-
cerning the enviromment - cven concorning the burning issucs of chemicals
and nuclecar powcr. These were only brought up in the workshops, mainly by
a fow persistent Vancouverites. Incidentally, the Vancouver rcsolution
calling for a moratorium on nuclear powcr until morc satisfactory answors
arc forthcoming as to its safcty and cconomic feasibility was ditched.

Quitc a number of Council of Women members felt that a grcat opportunity to
arouse public awarcncss had bcecen lost herc.

Littlc publicity was given the ICW Conferencc, or to the Medical
Confeorence on birth defects, which rgn concurrcntly for threcc days. We
lcarncd that thc doctors werc so concerncd by the syndromcs appearing that
they scrapped their agenda and spent a wholc day discussing thesc syndromes -
the samc syndromcs that showed up in rats and mice after cxposurc to cortain
chemicals in tests ten ycars ago.

(continucd on next pagce)




From conversations with dclogates from some of thc countrics re-
prcsented, it was apparcnt that concern about cnvironmental degradation was
quite strong. In the workshops we were told of intercsting ideas being in-
troduccd, Iran has a youth army: after leaving high school, studcnts arc
sent into the army for two ycars, givon crash courscs in paramedics, agri-
culturc and instructional training, then sent out to work among the pcople.
In England, reowarding cxperiments 1n cducation arc bcing dovolopod India
is working on hcalth cducation: in <*ovor"xl Indian states it is now law that,
after the sccond child is born to a couple, cither the man or the woman must
be sterilized - and morc states arc considering passing such legislation.
Rhodesia has banned the usc of pOStiCiduS. Isracl reported that mental
illness and rectardation is not on the incrcasc as in the rcst of the world.

Spacce will not allow the mention of all activitics, but thorc was
o determination to work for better communication, all countrics resolving
to kecep cach othor informed of their.activitics.
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PARENTS BLAMZ SPRAY FOR BIRTH DEFECTS
Gabriola fsland parcnts of two small children with birth defects

say they werc causcd by B.C., Hydro!s herbicide spraying programn. Mr, and
Mrs, Danicl ilenauvd!s dqvfhters werc born with spinal deformitics which could
roquire corrcctive surgery. The Renauds live close to a Hydro right-of-way

which was sprayced in 1972 under a continuing soil steorilization program with
2,4,5T - a herbicidc that kills broadlcaf plants, wceds and brush. Mrs.
lQenaud claims the spraying four ycaks ago was rosponsible for her daughters,
3 and 1%, boing born with spinal doformlty Doctors who have cxamined the
two girls say the deformity leaves the childrcen vulnerable to infection.

The Quebec~ born woman bollf\vou the chemicals werce absorbed by drinking the
wator and cating berrics on bushes in the vicinity of the sprayed arca.

- Comox District Frce Prcss, Sop. 24, 1976

LEZTTER OF THE WEEK = (from Wockond Magazino, Scpt. 18, 1976)

= Editor: lay I congratulatec you on your integrity in printing Rus-
scll Hunt's article on the rolatlonsnlp botwoon puSthldGS and Reyc's syn=-
drome ('"Biological Warfarc in New Brunswick" ugust 7).

Last yoar I, too, lost my fivo—your—old son to Reye'!s syndromec -
three wecks after our city, Windsor, was spraycd with pesticides.

Why arc the lcgislators so callous? Why will they not take ac-
tion? I believe that all spraying of pesticides for whateover recason should
bc discontinued until it has becon absolutely dcterminced whethor there is a
link between pesticides and tho incidoncc of Reye'!'s syndrome in children.

urcly the risk to human 1lifc is morc important than thc cconomics that
"justify" spraying programs.
_ I hate to scc other familics suffer from the torment of having a
hecalthy child onc day and a dying onc the next,
- Carol Dumont, Windsor, Ont.

Py
——=>WRITE to thosc legislators TODAYI Writc your P, your MLA, the P.M.
——>Writc to VOW member Alice Coppard, 2976 E, 8th Avc., Vancouver, B.C.,

VEM 1X1, for suggestions on backbround rcading on the subjeet of
herbicides and pcsticides.
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HAS: Slides, Film, Info. on Huc, Ho Chi Min City, now lifc in S. Victnam..
WILL TRAVEL

Man Da La will be in Victoria on October 5, 6, 7 and 8.
Hor visits to Parksvillc, Errington, Vancouver, Nanaimo and
Courtenay worc still "in the air” at prcss-timc: ASK in your
arca,
Mainland: ‘'phone Clairc Culhanc at 299-7178

Island: ‘'phonc Mary Cox at 335-0393
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BOYCOTT BOYCOTT Outspan Oranges and othcer South African products.
BOYCOTT r
BOYCOTT BOYCOTT FULL LIST AVAILABLE from:
BOYCOTT
BOYCOTT BOYCOTT South Africa Action Coalition,
BOYCOTT 1811 West 16th Ave., Vancouver, B.C,
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FEE S Arc you a "meomber in good standing until Dce. 31, 1976" 22 Pleasc
check your Mombership Card, NOW, to makc surc of this.

- Fees may be paid directly to:
B.C. VOW Mombership Chairman, 12l E. Kings Rd., North Van., V7N 1HS

OR to your local Group Membership Chairman

logular $5,00; Sustaining $12.00; Family $7.5C; Youth (under 25) and
Scnior (over 65) $1.00

Cheques payable to "Voicc of Women'

For Non—mombor3° SUBSCRIPTION %o B.C. Voicec is $2,00 per year (six issues)

Return addrcss:

Bditor,
B.C. Voice,

Box 235, Nanaimo, B.C,
VOR B5K9
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