Road Use Rules and Conventions
Bicyclists’ Responsibilities

Bicyclists are valid road users and have all the rights and responsibilities
of motor vehicle drivers. Although a license isn't required to drive a
bicycle, bicyclists must obey all the rules of the road that apply to motor
vehicles. If you break any traffic laws, you are subject to fines. Bicycles
are allowed to ride two abreast so long as they do not impede the normal

Motorists’ Responsibilities

It is important to remember that bicyclists have the same rights and
duties as motor vehicle operators. As the number of bicyclists using the
streets and highways is growing daily, it is increasingly important for
motorists to understand the conventions for sharing roadways with
bicyclists. Remember that bicycles are quieter and less visible than motor

Map Information
About This Map—Its Use and Objective

Council to encourage safe bicycling and a healthier community.

This map is designed to assist the bicyclist, whether for commuting or recreating, to navigate
the safest, most comfortable route by using the color-coded route system to identify the
traveling conditions of each street. This map has been produced by the Burlington Bicycle
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I Bike Lane — Striped Bicycle Lane on Roadway
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P —— bicycle often results in serious injury or death to the bicyclist. Here are  color scheme, showing the approximate steepness and direction of hills as a gradation between
some general guidelines to consider regarding bicycles on the roadways: the two colors.

Cycle the City

Bicyclists must follow the established conventions of bicycle riding in * Be aware of the type of bicycle right-of-way on the roadway. It is easier : J/’f s H__./"" Non-signed Roadway — Shared Lane with Traffic Thlifs is‘z ldO:.n'nilel ; s il —
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are making right hand turns; be prepared to
slow down to allow them to make the turn in
front of you. Be aware also of cars making a
left turn from the opposite side of the road.

the oncoming lane of traffic. If two cyclists are riding side by side, slow
down and wait for them to be in single file, and/or it is safe to pass
them with sufficient clearance.

* Do not honk at a bicyclist unless you have good cause to warn them. The
loud noise could startle the rider and cause them to lose control.

« When entering an intersection and a bicycle is present, try to make eye € Community Garden
contact with them to help determine their intentions. & Eco-agricultural Site

e |t is legal for a bicyclist to “command the lane”, which they often must

geological—about this beautiful city
on the shores of Lake Champlain.
Pick up a copy of the free brochure

at Local Motion Trailside Center in
the Wing Building on the Burlington
Bicycle Path just north of King Street.
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— Note: Indicates two bicycle route conditions on either side
of the thoroughfare.
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Please Note: This map is a work in progress. While every effort has been made
to ensure accuracy, there might be errors and omissions. Should you find an
error, or have suggestions of additions that would benefit this map, please
contact the Burlington Bicycle Council or the Bicycle/Pedestrian Coordinator at
the Burlington Public Works Department: 802.863.9094: P.0. Box 849,

Ride in a Predictable Manner

Always ride straight and always be
predictable. If the road is too narrow for a
bicycle and a car to travel side by side, the
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Signaling Turns Parking This marking indicates for the bicyclist the direction of

You must always signal your intent to turn, using the proper hand signals.
Before signalling, you must look, either with a a quick glance over your
shoulder or in your mirror, to make sure the traffic can accommodate your
turn or lane change. (Figures below as seen from behind the bicyclist.)

Signaling a Left Turn

Simply extend your left arm out straight out to
your left side. Whenever possible, make eye
contact with drivers of oncoming or crossing
vehicles to ensure that your signal has been
seen prior to executing the turn.

Signaling a Right Turn

There are two options for a right hand turn:

The first (and more traditional) method is to
extend your left arm out and bend the arm up
90 degrees at the elbow.

Optional Right Turn Signal

. The second method is to simply extend your
right arm straight out to the side. This is the
more intuitive gesture, but it requires
confidence in steering the bicycle for a short
period with the left hand. Make sure you are
comfortable with that before doing it in traffic.

Signaling a Stop The bicycle racks on the city buses have been designed to make as low the rack can be loaded by children as young as ten years of age. Please Note:
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The dedicated bicycle lane should not be used as a
parking zone by motor vehicles. This includes
temporary standing by motor vehicles.

Advance Warnings

Both motorists and bicyclists are notified well in
advance when a dedicated bicycle lane is about to
begin or end by post-mounted signs like this one.

BECIN The R_ight Turn Lane
RIGHT TURN LANEll To continue straight at an intersection where a right
turn lane is present, the bicyclist hand-signals a left
YIELD TO BIKES ]| turn and moves to the right side of the straight-ahead
lane. Motorists must yield right-of-way to the bicyclist,
and then proceed cautiously to the right side of the
bicyclist to make their right turn.

All CCTA buses are equipped with a Sportworks® front-mounted bicycle
rack that can carry up to two bicycles at one time, enabling commuters to
use public transportation and have their bikes for getting around town.

, travel reserved for this lane. You must travel in the
A direction indicated by this arrow.

Shared Lane “Mackay” Indicator

It is commonly not understood that bicyclists may
. legally ride all roads (except where indicated). This
A marking clarifies for both motorists and bicyclists that
“the roadway has been designated as a preferred bicycle
route, and is to be shared by both modes of travel.

The Mixed Use Path

NO This sign indicates a path reserved solely for the use by
MOTOR non-motorized traffic. Bicyclists often must share these
VEHICLES facilities with pedestrians, roller bladers, skooter
riders, and skateboarders, and must be respectful of
these usually slower forms of recreation/transportation.

an impact as possible on transit operations. All loading and unloading of
bicycles can be done by the bicycle rider. Sportworks® recommends that
the loading of children’s bicycles be done by an accompanying adult, but

Bicycles on Chittenden County Transit Authority Buses
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This map is designed to assist the bicyclist, whether for commuting or recreating, to navigate
the safest, most comfortable route by using the color-coded route system to identify the
traveling conditions of each street. This map has been produced by the Burlington Bicycle
Council to encourage safe bicycling and a healthier community.

Topography
The general topography is illustrated by showing the high and low paints with the following
color scheme, showing the approximate steepness and direction of hills as a gradation between
the two colors.
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_ Significant Locations and Green Map” Information

Major points of interest are indexed below; use the grid coordinates to find your destination.
The Green Map icons indicate places of environmental significance.
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