
I
SC »sir» 
H á T 1

TRANSVESTÍA

V O L .  I X  N O .  4 9  F E B R U A R Y ,  1 9 6 8  
___________________________________________________________________________________



Purpose of Transvostia

TRANSVESTIA is dedicated to the needs of those heterosexual persons 
who have become aware of their “ other side“ and seek to express it. 
The magazine provides-EDUCATION - ENTERTAINMENT - EXPRESSION 
to help its readers achieve-UNDERSTANDING - SELF  ACCEPTANCE - 
PEACE OF MIND in place of the loneliness, fear and self condemnation 
they have known for too long.

TRANSVESTIA does not condemn nor judge the fields of homosexuality, 
bondage, domination or fetishism. These are left to others to develop. 
They are not part of the areas of interest of this magazine.

TRANSVESTIA seeks to gather information and to disseminate it to 
interested persons in the medical, legal counseling and scientific pro­
fessions to further their knowledge about this little understood field.

THE COVER DESIGN
The cover design symbolizes the philosophy of this publication. The 
head, divided diagonally, represents our two sides - mind (Wisdom) and 
face (Beauty).

The lateral curving line portrays the ancient Chinese duality of the “ Yang“ 
(masculinity) and the “ Yin“ (feminity) - the two aspects of human nature.

The total symbolism indicates the wholeness of a human being - not all 
masculine - mind and reason, abstract and unseen - and not all feminine - 
beauty, desireability, and appearance, but rather an integration of both.

A “ SAYING“ OF JESUS
“ When you make the two one...and when you make the MALE AND THE 
FEMALE INTO A SINGLE ONE...then shall you enter the kingdom“ .

From the Gospel According to St. Thomas.



Generously donated by: 
Virginia Prince, PhD.

EDITOR
SHEILA NILES' 

L ite r a r y  E d ito r
SUSANNA VALENTI 

C o n tr ib u tin g  E d ito r

3
16
18

f

36 

48

69
76
87
90

THIS IS THE WAY IT WAS -  LEADING LADY
OBSERVATIONS BY VIRGINIA
TV HEAVEN -  FICTION
WHEN, HOW AND WHY -  HISTORY
THE SISTERS -  FICTION
SAUCE FOR THE GANDER -  ARTICLE
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
BOOK REVIEW
SUSANNA SAYS
VIRGIN VIEWS
EDITORIAL EMANATIONS
PERSON TO PERSON

» C o p y r ig h t  1968
by CHEVALIER PUBLICATIONS

A ll r ig h t s  r e s e r v e d . No p a rt o f  t h i s  
book may be reproduced w ith o u t w r it te n  
p e r m iss io n .

VOL. IX NO. 49 FEBRUARY, 1968

0



O w n , l e a d i n g  l a d y ,



F ran cen e (2 1 -D -4 )
■

I  was b orn  in  L o w e ll ,  M ass, i n  J u ly  o f  1 9 4 5 .
My t r a n s v e s t i s m  d i d n ' t  s t a r t  u n t i l  I  was 5 or 6 y e a r s  
o f  a g e . A lth o u g h  I  can  remember w a tc h in g  my c o u s in s  
u n d ress  and f e e l i n g  s o r t  o f  fu n n y when I  saw  t h e i r  
u n d erw ear. My f a m ily  was s t a y in g  a t  my c o u s i n ' s  
h ou se  w h i le  my f a t h e r  was f i n i s h i n g  up th e  c o n s t r u c ­
t i o n  o f  our new home. B oth  my c o u s in s  w ere g i r l s  
and we had to  s l e e p  in  one room b e c a u se  we w ere  
p r e s s e d  fo r  s p a c e .  My c o u s in s  w ere 1 & 2 y e a r s  o ld e r  
th a n  I ,  t h e r e f o r e  I  had to  be in  bed e a r l i e r  th a n  
th e y  d id .  When I  w ould  go to  bed I  w ou ld  s t a y  awake 
and w a it  fo r  them  to  come to  b ed . P r e te n d in g  I  was 
a s l e e p ,  I  w atch ed  them  u n d r e ss  and lo o k e d  a t  t h e i r  
u n d erw ear. I t  w ould  o f t e n  g iv e  me a t i n g l e  to  s e e  
i t  and I  im a g in e  t h i s  was how I  f i r s t  g o t  my i n t e r ­
e s t  in  fe m in in e  c l o t h i n g .  On many o c c a s io n s  I  w ould  
go to  bed e a r ly  and g e t  a p a ir  o f  p a n t ie s  t o  f e e l  
b u t I  n e v e r  t r i e d  them  on .

A few  m onths b e fo r e  we w ere to  move i n t o  our  
own h ou se  i t  came tim e f o r  th e  a n n u a l Church M in s t r e l  
show . My c o u s in s  w ere b o th  g o in g  to  be i n  th e  show . 
One was to  be a h o b o , th e  o th e r  was t o  be a b a l l e r i n a .  
T h is  b a l l e r i n a  costu m e r e a l l y  c a u g h t  my e y e .  The 
costu m e i t s e l f  was th e  u s u a l  t y p e ,  b u t i t  had a p a ir  
o f  s a t i n  p a n t ie s  to  be worn u n d er  i t .  T h ese  r e a l l y
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interested me. When I saw her with the costume on 
I started to kid around with her and wrestle with 
her. I put both hands on her rear so I could feel 
the panties. It sent a chill all through me to feel 
this soft shiny material. I knew sooner or later I 
had to try on these panties.

The S a tu rd a y  a f t e r  th e  show  e v e r y o n e  was gone  
away e x c e p t  fo r  me and my m o th e r ’ s a u n t who a l s o  
l i v e d  a t  my c o u s in s  h o u s e . A l l  I  c o u ld  th in k  o f  was 
t r y in g  th e  s a t i n  p a n t ie s  on . I  t o ld  my a u n t I  was 
g o in g  u p s t a i r s  to  p la y  f o r  a w h i l e .  I  g o t  u p s t a ir s  
and lo o k e d  h ig h  and low  f o r  th e  p a n t i e s .  When I  
found  them  my h e a r t  s t a r t e d  to  b e a t  l i k e  c r a z y .  I  
c o u ld  n o t  w a i t  any  lo n g e r  and to o k  o f f  a l l  my c l o t h e s .

When .I put the panties on I got an awful warm 
feeling inside me along with being, or at least feel­
ing a little dizzy. Those panties had a softness 
and coolness I had never felt on me before. From 
then on I would go to my cousins room as often as 
possible and put on their panties, slips, dresses 
or anything I could get my hands on.

When we had moved i n t o  our own h o u s e , b o th  my 
m other and f a t h e r  had to  work u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  
o ’c lo c k .  I  w ou ld  g e t  o u t  o f  s c h o o l  a t  a b o u t 2 : 4 5 .
My m other d id  n o t  w ant me a lo n e  a f t e r  s c h o o l  s o  I  
w ould go to  my g r a n d m o th e r 's  h o u s e . My f a t h e r  w ould  
p ic k  me up a t  a p p r o x im a te ly  5 : 1 5 .  My a u n t (my 
m o th e r 's  s i s t e r ) ,  was s t i l l  l i v i n g  a t  home w ith  my 
g ra n d m o th er . She was v e r y  s m a ll  and s l im .  I  o f t e n  
saw h er  ru n n in g  around in  a s l i p  and bra or som e­
t h in g .  S e e in g  h er  l i k e  t h i s ,  ed ged  me on to  w ear  
h er  c l o t h e s .  Where sh e  was so  t i n y ,  h er  underw ear  
f i t  me q u i t e  w e l l  e x c e p t  t h a t  h er  s l i p s  e t c .  w ere  
to o  lo n g .

One day I  w en t in t o  h er  room , i t  had a sw e e t  
f e m in in e  s m e l l  w h ich  I  l ik e d  v e r y  much. I  lo o k ed  
around and saw  h er  d r e s s e r  d raw ers w ere o p en . In  
them  w ere p a n t i e s ,  s l i p s ,  b r a s ,  g i r d l e s ,  s t o c k i n g s ,
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e t c .  I  was s o  e x c i t e d  I  c o u ld  h a r d ly  g e t  my own 
t r o u s e r s  o f f .  When I  g o t  u n d r e sse d  I  p u t on a p a ir  
o f  p in k  p a n t i e s .  I  d e c id e d  t h i s  was n o t  enough so  
I  a tte m p te d  to  p u t on my f i r s t  b r a . I t  was q u i t e  a 
jo b  to  hook i t  b u t  I  so o n  le a r n e d  how. When I  g o t  
th e  b ra  on I  p u t on an o ld  b a th  ro b e  a f t e r  I  had p u t  
on a f u l l  s l i p .  I  j u s t  s a t  around fo r  a w h ile  and 
lo o k e d  a t  m y s e l f  i n  th e  m ir r o r .

On o t h e r  a f t e r n o o n s  I  t r i e d  many o th e r  a r t i c l e s ,  
p r a c t i c i n g  how to  p u t them  on . One day I  d e c id e d  to  
t r y  e v e r y t h in g  a l l  a t  o n c e . I  was a b o u t th e  age  o f  
e i g h t  o r  n in e .  I  g o t  some a p p le s  to  u se  a s  f a l s i e s  
a s  th e y  w ere  a l l  I  c o u ld  f in d .  I  w en t to  my a u n ts  
room , s t r ip p e d  m y s e lf  o f  my b oys c l o t h i n g  and began  
to  d r e s s .  I  f i r s t  p u t  on a p a n t ie  g i r d l e  a f t e r  
w h ich  I  p u t  a p a ir  o f  c h a r c o a l  c o lo r e d  n y lo n s .  The 
n y lo n s  w ere  a l i t t l e  lo n g  b u t I  found  t h a t  by r o l l ­
in g  them  up a s  I  had s e e n  my m other do th e y  w ould be 
a l r i g h t .  N ex t I  c h o s e  a dark  p in k  c o lo r e d  bra w h ich  
I  p u t  th e  a p p le s  i n ,  a lth o u g h  th e y  w ere q u i t e  h a rd , 
th e y  d id  n o t  lo o k  bad a t  a l l .  I  p u t on b la c k  p a n t ie s  
o v e r  th e  g i r d l e .  ( I  have n o t ic e d  m ost women w ear  
t h e i r  p a n t i e s  u n d er t h e i r  g i r d l e .  A t t h a t  tim e I  
d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  w e a r in g  them  o v e r  th e  g i r d l e ,  and 
th e n  a s l i p  w ou ld  l e t  th e  s l i p  s l i d e  on th e  p a n t ie s  
w h ich  I  r e a l l y  l i k e d . )  I  th e n  p u t on a b la c k  h a l f  
s l i p  w it h  lo a d s  o f  l a c e .  I  found  an o ld  e v e n in g  
d r e s s  o f  my a u n t ' s .  I  c h o s e  to  w ear t h i s  a s I  d id  
n o t  w ant to  ta k e  th e  ch a n ce  o f  r u in in g  so m eth in g  
g o o d . I t  f i t t e d  s u r p r i s i n g l y  w e l l  e x c e p t  t h a t  th e  
s k i r t  o f  i t  came way b e lo w  my f e e t .  I  p r e te n d e d  i t  
was a f u l l  l e n g t h  gown and s p e n t  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
a f t e r n o o n  d r e s s e d  l i k e  t h i s .  I  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  
th e  way I  lo o k e d  and f e l t  and I  knew I  w ould  n ev er  
be a b le  to  g iv e  up fe m in in e  a t t i r e .

One day I  was i n  my a u n t ' s  room . For some 
r e a s o n  I  d id  n o t  w ant to  d r e s s  c o m p le t e ly .  I  p u t  
on a b o u t t e n  o r  tw e lv e  p a ir s  o f  p a n t ie s  and p u t my 
own t r o u s e r s  on o v e r  them . (To t h i s  day I  c a n ' t  
f i g u r e  o u t  why I  had s o  many p a ir s  o n . )  I  was s i t -
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t in g  th e r e  r e a d in g  or  s o m e th in g . I  lo o k e d  a t  th e  
c lo c k .  I t  was fo u r  o ' c l o c k  and I  f ig u r e d  I  had 
a b o u t f o r t y - f i v e  m in u te s  b e f o r e  I  w ould  h ave to  
c h a n g e .

My grandm other su d d e n ly  c a l l e d  to  t e l l  me my 
f a t h e r  was h e r e  to  p ic k  me up. He had g o t t e n  o u t  
o f  work e a r ly  b u t a t  th e  tim e  I  d id  n o t  know why.
I  c o u ld  o n ly  th in k  o f  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  my a u n ts  room  
b e c a u se  I  was w arned b e fo r e  a b o u t g o in g  in  th e r e  and 
sn o o p in g  around and sh e  d id  n o t  l i k e  i t .  I  f o r g o t  
a b o u t th e  p a n t ie s  I  had on u n t i l  I  w en t d o w n s ta ir s  
and s a t  in  a c h a ir .  Then I  f e l t  th e  s i l k y  sm o o th ­
n e ss  o f  them . I  t r i e d  to  th in k  o f  an  e x c u s e  to  go  
back to  my a u n ts  room to  rem ove th e  p a n t i e s .  Even  
i f  I  th o u g h t o f  one I  p r o b a b ly  w ould  n o t  h ave had a 
ch an ce to  u se  i t  b e c a u se  my f a t h e r  was i n  a h u r r y .

I t  o n ly  ta k e s  a b o u t th r e e  m in u te s  to  go from  
my gran d m oth ers h o u se  to  m in e , b u t  i t  seem ed l i k e  
hours t h a t  n ig h t .  When I  w a lk ed  in  th e  h o u se  my 
m other was a l s o  home from  w ork. She t o ld  me to  g e t  
u n d ressed  and g e t  in  th e  tu b  a s  my w a te r  was a lr e a d y  
w a it in g .  We w ere su p p o sed  to  go  o u t  to  e a t  w ith  
some f r i e n d s .  I  s t a r t e d  to  h o ld  my sto m a ch  and s a id  
I  d i d n ' t  w ant to  g o . My m other s a id  "You a r e  g o in g ."  
and s t a r t e d  to  u n d r e ss  me. When sh e  u n d id  my t r o u ­
s e r s  and dropped them , h er  f a c e  dropped  t o o .  As I  
lo o k  back  on i t ,  i t  i s  k in d  o f  fu n n y  b e c a u se  sh e  had 
a d i f f e r e n t  e x p r e s s io n  w it h  e a c h  p a ir  o f  p a n t ie s  sh e  
to o k  o f f .  I t  was th e  f i r s t  tim e  my m other e v e r  g a v e  
me a s e r io u s  s p a n k in g . I  d o n ' t  th in k  I  c o u ld  s i t  
f o r  a w eek .

She t o ld  me i f  sh e  e v e r  c a u g h t me a g a in  sh e  
w ould d r e s s  me c o m p le te ly  a s a g i r l  and l e t  a l l  my 
f r ie n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  s e e  me. T h is  id e a  t h r i l l e d  
me and I  th o u g h t a b o u t p u r p o s e ly  g e t t i n g  c a u g h t  so  
sh e  w o u ld . I  th in k  sh e  w ould  h ave t o o ,  b e c a u se  sh e  
was a woman o f  h er  word«. I  l a t e r  d e c id e d  a g a in s t  
i t  h o w ev er , b e c a u se  I  f ig u r e d  t h e r e  w ould  be a l o t  
o f  em barrasm ent f o r  me. Now I  f e e l  I  ‘sh o u ld  h a v e .
I  d id  n o t  d r e s s  up f o r  a lo n g  tim e a f t e r  t h a t .
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When I  was a b o u t e le v e n  I  s t a r t e d  d r e s s in g  
a g a in . I  knew t h i s  tim e I  w ould  n o t  q u i t  s o  e a s i l y .  
I  was a t  my gran d m oth ers and I  th o u g h t  no one was 
home. E v id e n t ly  my a u n t was and saw  e v e r y  move I  
made. I  found a r e a l  e x p e n s iv e  g i r d l e  w h ich  sh e  had 
j u s t  b o u g h t. I  w anted  to  t r y  i t  on b u t I  was a f r a id  
o f  g e t t i n g  c a u g h t , s o  I  w en t o u t s id e  to  my g r a n d ­
f a t h e r s  g a r a g e  w ith  my a u n t 's  g i r d l e  under my s h i r t .
I  p u t i t  on and p la y e d  around fo r  a w h i l e .  As I  was 
ta k in g  i t  o f f  my g r a n d fa th e r  d ro v e  in  w ith  my g ra n d ­
m oth er. I  d id  n o t  w ant to  c a r r y  th e  g i r d l e  i n t o  th e  
h o u se  s o  I  h id  i t  in  an o ld  b u f f e t  c a b in e t  w h ich  was 
in  th e  g a r a g e . I  n o n c h a la n t ly  w alk ed  in  th e  h o u se  
and saw my a u n t t h e r e .  I  w ondered w here sh e  came 
from  b u t f ig u r e d  sh e  had come in  th e  f r o n t  d o o r .

L a ter  t h a t  e v e n in g  a f t e r  I  had gon e home, I  g o t  
a phone c a l l .  When I  s a id  h e l l o ,  th e  f i r s t  w ords I  
heard  w ere "How d id  th e  g i r d l e  f i t ? "  I  s a id  who i s  
t h i s  and my a u n t s a id  i t  was s h e .  She s a id  sh e  w ould  
n o t t e l l  on me i f  I  j u s t  t o ld  h er  w here I  p u t h er  
new g i r d l e .  I  t o ld  h e r e  w here I  h id  i t  and sh e  hung 
up. I  th in k  I  c o u ld  have c o n f id e d  my s e c r e t  to  h er  
b u t I  was to o  em barrased  and asham ed to  t e l l  a n y o n e .

S h o r t ly  a f t e r  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  I  was t o ld  my m other  
was g o in g  to  have a baby s o o n . My m other and f a t h e r  
and I  s l e p t  u p s t a i r s  in  s e p e r a t e  bedroom s d iv id e d  by 
a h a llw a y . In  th e  h a l l  th e r e  was a c l o t h e s  ham per. 
When I  w ould  go to  bed I  w ould  g e t  a p a ir  o f  p a n t ie s  
and a s l i p  from  th e  hamper and w ear them  to  b ed .
When I  awoke in  th e  m orning b o th  Mom and Dad w ere  
a lr e a d y  up s o  i t  was e a s y  to  r e tu r n  th e  c l o t h e s  to  
th e  ham per.

A bout a month b e fo r e  my m other had th e  b ab y , 
th e y  b o th  d e c id e d  to  s l e e p  d o w n s ta ir s  to  make th in g s  
e a s i e r  when th e  tim e cam e. I  now had th e  w h o le  u p ­
s t a i r s  to  m y s e l f .  A t f i r s t  I  s tu c k  to  th e  c l o t h e s  
in  th e  ham per. I  l a t e r  d e c id e d  to  go  to  my m o th e r 's  
room and d r e s s  c o m p le t e ly .  I  d id  j u s t  t h a t ,  p u t t in g  
on a g i r d l e ,  n y lo n s ,  p a n t i e s ,  b ra  w h ich  I  s t u f f e d  
w ith  e x tr a  p a n t ie s  and o ld  n y lo n s  to  f i l l  my m o th e r 's
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38-D  cu p . I  p u t  on a h a l f  s l i p ,  an o ld  d r e s s ,  and 
wrapped a k e r c h ie f  around my h ea d . S ta n d in g  th e r e  
lo o k in g  a t  m y s e lf  in  th e  m irro r  I  becam e v e r y  e x c i t e d  
and p le a s e d  a t  th e  f a c t  I  c o u ld  d r e s s  and lo o k  l i k e  
a g i r l  i f  I  w an ted  t o .  I  d r e s s e d  l i k e  t h i s  j u s t  
a b o u t e v e r y  n ig h t  u n t i l  my m other had th e  baby and 
e v e r y th in g  w en t b ack  to  n e a r ly  n orm al.

U n t i l  th e  baby was a b o u t th r e e  m onths o ld  I  d id  
n o t  d r e s s  a s much a s  I  w ould  have l ik e d  t o .  Then my 
m other s a id  sh e  w ould  l e t  me b a b y s i t  one or two 
n ig h t s  a w eek . She had ta u g h t  me to  fe e d  and change  
th e  baby and s a id  I  c o u ld  do i t  good enough to  be 
by m y s e l f .  The f i r s t  n ig h t  I  b a b y sa t  I  c o u ld  n o t  
w a it  f o r  my p a r e n ts  to  go o u t .  As so o n  a s  th e y  
l e f t  I  g o t  c o m p le t e ly  d r e s s e d  and p r e te n d e d  to  be a 
m other and to o k  c a r e  o f  th e  b ab y , who d id  n o t  know 
w hat was g o in g  o n . I  d r e s s e d  up a lm o s t  e v e r y  tim e  
I  b a b y s a t  and e n jo y e d  i t  v e r y  much.

When I  s t a r t e d  my fresh m an  y e a r  i n  h ig h  s c h o o l  
I  was n e a r ly  14 y e a r s  o ld .  I t  was a t  t h i s  tim e th a t  
I  s t a r t e d  b o th  d a t in g  g i r l s  and e x p e r im e n tin g  w ith  
m akeup. My m ain i n t e r e s t  in  g i r l s  was t h e i r  c l o t h e s .
I  d o n ’ t  know how many t im e s  I  was c a u g h t t r y in g  to  
lo o k  down a g i r l s  b lo u s e  o r  up h er  s k i r t .  She p r o b ­
a b ly  th o u g h t I  was t r y in g  to  s e e  h er  b r e a s t s  or some 
o t h e r  p a r t  o f  h er  anatom y. W o u ld n 't sh e  have b een  
s u r p r is e d  to  f in d  o u t  I  was lo o k in g  and w is h in g  I  
had h er  c l o t h e s  on? I  w ould  o f t e n  s i t  in  c l a s s  and 
lo o k  back  to  s e e  i f  I  c o u ld  c a t c h  a g i r l  c r o s s in g  
h er  l e g s .

When c h a n g in g  c l a s s e s  I  w ould  w a lk  c l o s e  to  th e  
s t a i r c a s e  and lo o k  up . I  w ould  s e e  a l l  c o lo r  s l i p s ,  
p a n t i e s ,  p e t t i c o a t s ,  and a l l  ty p e s  o f  g i r d l e s .  L a ter  
I  w ou ld  th in k  back  on my s i g h t s e e i n g  and im a g in e  my­
s e l f  a s  th e  w ea rer  o f  a l l  th e  n ic e  c l o t h e s  I  had s e e n .

L ik e  I  s a id  i t  was a l s o  th e  tim e  I  s t a r t e d  to  
u se  makeup. I  was n o t  v e r y  good a t  i t  and i t  was 
q u i t e  a s i g h t  to  s e e  m y s e lf  a l l  d o l l e d  up w ith  make­
u p , and I  m ust a d m it i t  lo o k e d  p r e t t y  a w fu l.
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S h o r t ly  a f t e r  I  g r a d u a te d  from  h ig h  s c h o o l ,  my 
a u n t in tr o d u c e d  me t o  a g i r l  sh e  u sed  to  work w ith .
I  w i l l  c a l l  h er  L in d a . L in d a was a v e r y  n ic e  g i r l  
and I  f e l l  head o v e r  h e e l s  f o r  h e r . I  th in k  as fa r  
a s I  know , sh e  had s t r o n g  f e e l i n g s  f o r  me t o o .  We 
w ere t a lk in g  one n ig h t  and one o f  th e  p e o p le  we w ere  
w ith  b r o u g h t up th e  s u b j e c t  o f  h o m o s e x u a lity ,  why I  
d o n 't  know. Anyway sh e  s a id  sh e  h a te d  anyone who 
a c te d  a l i t t l e  e f f e m in a t e  o r  who was h o m o sex u a l. I  
was n e i t h e r  s o  I  f e l t  I  was O.K.

We w ere p a r k in g  one n ig h t  and I  was ru n n in g  my 
hand a lo n g  h er  l e g .  She had n y lo n s  on and I  c o u ld n ' t  
h e lp  b u t f e e l  them . She a sk ed  me i f  I  was f e e l i n g  
h er  l e g s  o r  th e  n y lo n s .  J o k in g ly  I  s a id  I  was f e e l ­
in g  th e  n y lo n s .  I  w anted  h er  to  ta k e  i t  a s  a jo k e  
b u t sh e  seem ed to  know so m e th in g  was up . She s t a r t e d  
to  a sk  a l o t  o f  q u e s t io n s  and by th e  tim e  we w ere  
th r o u g h t  t a lk in g  I  had to  ad m it t h a t  I  l ik e d  th e  
f e e l  o f  s o f t  s i l k y  m a t e r ia l s .  A bout a w eek l a t e r  
sh e  b rok e up w it h  me w ith o u t  any s u b s t a n t i a l  r e a s o n .

I  was d e e p ly  h u r t  and d e c id e d  t h a t  no g i r l  w ould  
p u t up w ith  w hat I  w a s. I  w ould  s t a y  home p r a c t i c a l y  
e v e r y  n ig h t  r e a d in g  e v e r y t h in g  I  c o u ld  buy on th e  
s u b j e c t .

In  th e  summer o f  1966 I  m et th e  g i r l  who i s  
now my w i f e .  I  had a v e r y  warm f e e l i n g  in s i d e  
e v e r y  tim e  I  saw  h e r . I  was a f r a id  I  was f a l l i n g  
i n  lo v e  a g a in  b u t I  w a s . I  t r i e d  to  s t o p  d r e s s in g  
b u t I  d id  n o t  h ave enough  w i l lp o w e r .  I  s t a r t e d  
d r e s s in g  a g a in  and made up my mind t h a t  I  had to  
t e l l  h er  b e c a u se  we w ere m aking p la n s  to  g e t  m arried  
and I  w anted  to  g iv e  h er  e v e r y  o p p o r tu n ity  to  change  
h e r  m ind. I  p rayed  t o  God to  g iv e  me th e  co u r a g e  to  
t e l l  h e r ,  b u t a s  i t  tu rn ed  o u t ,  I  d i d n ' t  n eed  co u ra g e  
b u t a good e x p la n a t io n .  What happened was t h a t  I  
had b o u g h t a book on fe m a le  im p e r so n a to r s  a s i t  was 
th e  c l o s e s t  th in g  to  w hat I  was lo o k in g  f o r .  A ny­
w ay, my f a t h e r  found i t  and a sk ed  me how come I  had 
a book a b o u t " Q u eers" . I  t o ld  him  i t  was in  a p i l e
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o f  books t h a t  som eone g a v e  me. But I  had t o  g e t  th e  
p o in t  a c r o s s  to  my fu tu r e  w i f e  t h a t  men who d r e s s e d  
as women w ere n o t  n e s s e s a r i l y  "Q ueer"•

T hat n ig h t  I  t o ld  h er  e v e r y t h in g  I  c o u ld  th in k  
o f  p e r t a in in g  to  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  t r a n s v e s t i s m .  I  t o ld  
h er  I  was one and how I  th o u g h t  I  s t a r t e d .  I  t o l d  
h er a b r i e f  s t o r y  o f  my l i f e ,  and I  t o l d  a s  much a s  
I  know a b o u t i t  t o  c o n v in c e  h er  t h a t  a tr u e  t r a n s -  
v e s t i t e  was n o t  a h o m o sex u a l. She seem ed t o  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  p r e t t y  w e l l  and a sk ed  a few  q u e s t io n s .  I  th e n  
t o ld  h er  t h a t  sh e  s t i l l  had tim e  t o  b ack  o u t  o f  th e  
w edding and no one w ould  be th e  w is e r  b e c a u s e  our  
in t e n t i o n s  w ere n o t  known to  an yon e y e t .  I  t o l d  h er  
I  w ould  le a v e  h er  and n e v e r  s e e  h er  i f  sh e  l i k e d .
She im m e d ia te ly  s t a r t e d  to  c r y  and sh e  s a id  sh e  w ould  
a lw a y s lo v e  me a s  lo n g  as I  lo v e d  h e r . I  do lo v e  
h er  and I  a lw a y s  w i l l .

For a w h i le  sh e  w an ted  n o th in g  to  do w it h  T r a n s­
v e s t i s m .  A f t e r  a w h i le  sh e  becam e more i n t e r e s t e d  
and s t a r t e d  to  h e lp  me w it h  h a ir  s t y l e s  and sh e  
b ou gh t me a l o t  o f  c l o t h e s .  We w ou ld  b a b y s i t  o v e r  
a t  my h o u se  and I  w ould  d r e s s  u p . She p u t makeup 
on me and f i x  h er  w ig  on me. We w ould  th a n  ta k e  a 
l o t  o f  p i c t u r e s ,  some o f  w h ich  a r e  e n c lo s e d .

When we g o t  m arr ied  my w i f e  w ore th e  m ost b e a u ­
t i f u l  w ed d in g gown I  e v e r  saw . She r e n te d  i t  a s  i t  
was ch e a p e r  and more s e n s i b l e  th a n  h a v in g  i t  hang  
around th e  r e s t  o f  ou r l i v e s .  I  was w is h in g  sh e  
c o u ld  k eep  i t  s o  I  c o u ld  w ear i t  b u t  i t  had t o  be  
r e tu r n e d . On our honeym oon sh e  l e t  me w ear one o f  
h er  n i g h t i e s  to  bed a c o u p le  o f  t im e s .

I  am now em ployed  a t  a l o c a l  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n .
I  am th e  day m ech an ic  and I  a l s o  pump g a s .  B e in g  a 
m ech an ic  i s  lo u s y  work f o r  a p a r t  t im e  woman b e c a u s e  
i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  k eep  my hands s p o t l e s s ,  a s  you  
can  s e e  by some o f  my p i c t u r e s .

I  have a t  th e  p r e s e n t ,  two w ig s ,  on e o f  an
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auburn shade and the other brunette. I have no pro­
blems in obtaining clothes because my wife and I 
wear the same size. We both wear size 12 or 14 
depending on the manufacture of the clothes. In 
some cases I can fit into a size 10 with no trouble 
but my regular size is 12.

I will close by saying that I enjoy dressing as 
a girl and I always will. Women's clothes will al­
ways be my number two love. My number one love is 
my wife and it will always be that way.

Yours very femininely 
Francene

* )k

Six in the evening, tap-tap down Broadway,
Betting my life on this uncertain skill;
Ice in my stomach, my head in the clouds-
Just one thing certain, I'm dressed "fit to kill."
Lightly I walk on the lap of the evening, 
Beside me the neon spins its mad hoop;
Glorious feeling of utter completeness,
Oh, what a story to tell to our groupl
Seventy-Ninth Street, two gray alley-kittens 
Caught in the open with no place to hide;
"See, little cats, we are all girls together!" 
"We never heard of you, Mister," they cried.
Seventy-Second, my knees start to tremble 
Too many looks from too many strange men- 
Caution begins to prevail over glamour 
Home on the subway - and DO IT AGAINl

Authors Name Not Given
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Every February I sit down at my typewriter with 
the same surprise--here we go again on another year. 
In this case we are starting our 9th year. I didn't 
believe it possible in the fifth year and I haven't 
for the 6th, 7th, 8th and now the 9th. I'm inclined 
to increase in surprise at each anniversary. And 
yet I dont really know why I am surprised. Surely 
enough new things happen to justify and explain our 
continuity each year. I guess it's just that I still 
have a bit of the old isolationism that I used to 
have and which many of you have buried inside you 
too, namely that this whole bit must be limited to 
just a few of us and it is a continual surprise to 
realize that it is not. Of course I have known 
intellectually for years that it was a wide spread 
phenomenon, but knowing and feeling emotionally are 
two different things. Anyway here we are again and 
still going strong.

You will have already noticed the new cover on 
this issue. I have decided to discontinue Cover 
Girls as such, substituting instead a "Leading Lady" 
with a full page frontispiece as you have found in 
this issue. This means that we will have a standard 
front cover layout which can be printed up for a 
number of issues at a time thus saving costs. More­
over it will save me from the hair pulling worry 
that has sometimes beset me when girls who were sel­
ected for Cover Girl did not get their stories in 
on time. I owe my thanks to the Leading Lady of 
this issue who was originally scheduled for #50 for 
stepping into the breach in a hurry to fill in for 
the one who did not come through as planned.
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In order to make TVia more effective and useful 
for all its readers there are several things that 
you, its readers can do. First and foremost of course 
is to continue to send in stories, articles, true 
experiences etc--things of the type that you would 
like to read about others. Secondly, I would like 
some help, from you to help others in the way of ad­
vertisers. I know people in L.A. whose ads appear 
in the magazine but I have no way of contacting or 
knowing about people in N.Y., Chicago, Miami, Minn­
eapolis, Detroit etc. Advertising rates are $30 per 
page, $15 per half and $8 per quarter page per issue. 
You could be of big help to other sisters in your 
area if you would speak to wig shops, electrologists, 
mail order show outlets dealing in large sizes, opt­
icians, dress shops, corsetiers, etc. whom you know 
to be understanding, helpful and willing to do busi­
ness with TVs. If you can get them to take an ad 
it will be a real service to others.

While it would not be desireable or ethical to 
list professional people--doctors and lawyers who 
are understanding and helpful, it would be very help­
ful if you would send me the names of such people 
with their addresses and phone numbers so that I can 
compile a list. I am always being asked for such 
persons in other areas and have noone to recommend.
I’d like you to send the information on a 3 x 5 card 
or paper cut to that size so that I can just pop it 
into such a file for handy reference.

I try to make this your magazine and try to put 
in something for everybody because all readers tastes 
are not alike. In this light I always welcome sug­
gestions for the improvement of TVia although I can­
not always actually carry out some of the ideas sub­
mitted for various reasons. But contribute and part­
icipate and the 9th year of publication will be even 
better than the 8th.
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by Evelyn ( 5 - P - 3 )  FPE

Eddie  d i d n ’t l ook forward to the  
c o m i n g  we e k .  The  pas t  week  had b ee n  
a n o t h e r  in whi ch  he had not  made  a 
s a l e .  His c o m m i s s i o n s  on his s a l es  for 
t he  two p r e v i o u s  weeks  were  enough  to 
c a r r y  h i m for a n o t h e r  week,  but  i f  
t h i ngs  d i d n ’t p i c k  up soon,  he d i d n ' t  
k n o w j u s t  how he would mak e  out .

He was a m a c h i n i s t  by t r a d e .  He 
had  se r ved  in the  navy  du r i n g  the  war,  
and a f t e r  his  d i s c h a r g e  he had worked 
a t  hi s  t r a d e  in a s m a l l  shop in the c i t y .  
A r e c e s s i o n  was on,  and the shop had 
c l o s e d  up.  T h e r e  s e e me d  to be p l e n t y  
of m a c h i n i s t s ,  but  no t  much  work for 
t h e m .  Eddi e  in d e s p e r a t i o n  had b e c o m e  
a door  to door  s a l e s m a n  of v a c u u m 
c l e a n e r s .  He had  ma d e  a few salés*, 
en o u g h  to keep  h i m goi ng ,  but  he knew 
he was no s a l e s m a n ,  in t he  f i r s t  p l a c e  
he  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  and he was of  too 
kind and g e n t l e  a n a t u r e  to push h i m s e l f  
f o r ward  in orde r  to be s u c c e s s f u l .

So th i s  S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g  he was 
l o o k i n g  at  t he  wan t  adds in t he  Sunday 
p a p e r  in t he  h ope  of  f i n d i n g  s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  would  su i t  h i m b e t t e r .  I t  was
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r a t h e r  a f o r l o r n  hope  for t i me s  were  s t i l l  s low,  and t h e r e  
were  not  man y  p o s i t i o n s  open .

One add,  h o we v e r ,  did c a t c h  his  a t t e n t i o n .  I t  asked 
for a young man  to be c a r e t a k e r  of a p e n t  hous e  a p a r t ­
ment .  Room and m e a l s  would be p r o v i d e d  and the  c a r e ­

t a k e r  would be r e q u i r e d  to " s l e e p  i n"  a t  t he  a p a r t m e n t .
A k n o wl e d g e  of c o o k i n g  and some g a r d e n i n g  would  be 
h e l p f u l ,  but  not  n e c e s s a r y .

Eddie had bee n  r a i s e d  on a f a r m,  and he had o f t e n  
" b a t c h e d "  by h i m s e l f .  He had h e l p e d  his  m o t h e r  wi th 
he r  h o u s e k e e p i n g  and his  t r a i n i n g  in t he  navy  had a l so  
t a u g h t  h i m how to keep  t h i ngs  n e a t  and o r d e r l y .  He was 
sure he was q u a l i f i e d  for the p o s i t i o n .  I f  he was a c c e p t e d  
i t  would so l ve  t he  p r o b l e m  of a p l a c e  to s t ay  and his 
me a l s  would be p r o v i d e d .  The  s a l a r y ,  w h a t e v e r  i t  a m o u n t e d  
to would be c l e a r .

He d e c i d e d  to i n v e s t i g a t e ,  and no t ed  the  a d d r e s s .
Si nce  i t  was,  f a i r l y  e a r l y  in the e v e n i n g  he t ho u g h t  he 
would i n q u i r e  a b o u t  the  " j o b "  o f f e r ed  t h a t  s ame  e v e n i n g .

The addres s  was l o c a t e d  in an a p a r t m e n t  house  d i s t r i c t  
and the a p a r t m e n t  he was l oo k i n g  for was in a c o m p a r a ­
t i v e l y  new b u i l d i n g .  Eddie  c a l l e d  the a p a r t m e n t  on the 
house  phone ,  f rom t he  l o b b y .  A woman  a n s w e r e d .  Eddie 
t old her  he had c o me  in answer  to the  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  for 
a c a r e t a k e r .  She s e e me d  sur p r i s ed  t h a t  he had c o m e  t h a t  
e v e n i n g  i n s t e a d  of in t he  mo r n i n g  but  s i n c e  he was  t h e r e  
he m i g h t  as we l l  c o me  up and she would  see h i m .

The  a u t o m a t i c  e l e v a t o r  d i d n ’t go a l l  t he way up to 
t he p e n t h o u s e ,  but  s t opped  a t  t he  f l oor  b e l o w.  The  
a p a r t m e n t  was r e a c h e d  by a s c e n d i n g  one f l i g h t  of  s t a i r s .
At the  top of the s t a i r s  a t a l l  n i c e  l o o k i n g  young  woman  
g r e e t e d  Edd i e .  She was d ressed  in b l ue  s l a cks  wi th  a 
wh i t e  b l ouse  or sh i r t  and w e a r i n g  low h e e l e d  c a s u a l  shoes .  
She i n v i t e d  Eddie to c o me  in,  and as he e n t e r e d  he 
n o t i c e d  t hey  were  ab o u t  t he  s ame  h e i g h t ,  and s e e me d  to 
be the s ame  s i z e .

The  a p a r t m e n t  was in a mess ,  i t  l o o k ed  as i f  i t  had 
not  had any ca r e  for s o m e t i m e .  E v e r y t h i n g  had a c o a t i n g  
of dust ,  and books ,  m a g a z i n e s ,  news p a p e r s  and va r i ous
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a r t i c l e s  of c l o t h i n g  were  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  over  the l i v i n g  
and d i n i n g  r o o m.

"I mus t  a p o l o g i z e  for t he  l ooks  of t he  p l a c e " ,  the  
woman  said as t h e y  e n t e r e d .  "I d o n ' t  h a v e  t i m e  to t ake  
c a r e  of i t  my s e l f ,  and I h a v e n ' t  b e e n  a b l e  to f ind any 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  pe r s on  t h a t  wi l l  s t ay  h e r e  a l o n e .  I h a t e  
hous e  work a n y w a y .  " She showed Eddie  over  the a p a r t ­
m e n t  and f rom the  c o n d i t i o n  i t  was in he  cou l d  we l l  b e ­
l i e v e  she did h a t e  h o us ewor k ,  or d i d n ' t  c a r e  to spend 
mu c h  t i m e  in d o i ng  i t .

I t  was no t  a ve ry  l a r g e  a p a r t m e n t  wi th  a c o m b i n a t i o n  
l i v i n g  and d i n i n g  room,  k i t c h e n ,  two b e d r o o ms  and two 
b a t h s .  The  l i v i n g  room opene d  to t he  roof  where  t h e r e  
was wha t  a p p e a r e d  to be a r oof  g a r d en ,  but  i t  was so 
o v e r g r o wn  wi t h  weeds ,  and the  f l ower s  and vines  had 
b e e n  n e g l e c t e d  for  so l o n g  t h a t  i t  was ha r d  to t e l l  wha t  
i t  was .

The  woman  said t he  e x t r a  room was used as t he  m a i d ' s  
room when she had o n e .  She had  b ee n  r a t h e r  u n f o r t u n a t e  
in  g e t t i n g  an y o n e  to s t a y .  She was not  h o m e  very much  
and wo me n  d i d n ' t  l i k e  to s t ay  in the  p l a c e  a l o n e .  She 
c o u l d n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  why,* she supposed  the  s t a i r s  and 
b e i n g  so h i gh  up had  s o m e t h i n g  to do wi th i t .

Th e  a p a r t m e n t ,  s e e m e d  to Eddi e ,  l i k e  a p l e a s a n t  
p l a c e .  I t  was n i c e l y  f u r n i s h e d  and had b e e n  d e c o r a t e d  
in  e x c e l l e n t  t a s t e .  Right  now i t  was in a very  ups e t  c o n ­
d i t i o n ,  but  a c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  c o u l d  soon be r e m e d i e d  by 
a l i t t l e  work,  and a s t r o n g  a p p l i c a t i o n  of " e l b o w g r e a s e " .

The  p r e s e n t  o c c u p a n t  was a Miss Li ly S i n c l a i r .  She 
was c o n n e c t e d  wi t h  one of the  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  s t ud i os ,  
and by t he  l ooks  of t he  fu r n i s h i n g s  of t he  a p a r t m e n t  and 
t he  c l o t h e s  she was we a r i n g ,  Eddie  i m a g i n e d  she mus t  
h a v e  a very  good p o s i t i o n  wi t h  a good s a l a r y .

She asked  Eddi e  a few qu es t i o n s  a b o u t  h i m s e l f ,  and 
t he  kind of work he had b e e n  do i ng ,  and why he had a n ­
s wered  he r  ad d .  Eddi e  t o l d  he r  he  was a m a c h i n i s t  by 
t r a d e ,  but  hi s  j ob  had p e t e r e d  out  du r i n g  the  c u r r e n t  
r e c e s s i o n .  He had  t r i e d  s e l l i n g  v a c u u m  c l e a n e r s  f rom 
door  to door ,  bu t  he  h a d n ' t  b ee n  very s u c c e s s f u l .  He hated 
a s a l e s m a n ' s  j ob  a n y w a y .  He was t a k i n g  a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e
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cour se  in m e c h a n i c a l  d r a wi n g  and t h o u g h t  a j ob  such as 
a d v e r t i s e d  would g i ve  h i m  mo r e  t i m e  to s t u d y .  He t o l d  
her  how he had b e e n  r a i s e d  on a f a r m,  and had  o f t e n  
h e l p e d  his  m o t h e r  wi t h  t he  ho u s ewo r k  and c o o k i n g .  He 
a l so  t o l d  her  he had s e r ved  a h i t c h  in the  navy  as a 
m a c h i n i s t ,  but  had  done  some  work as a y e o m a n  and 
s t o r e k e e p e r .  He was a f a i r  t y p i s t  and a l so  u n d e r s t o o d  
b o o k e e p i n g ,  and k e e p i n g  r e c o r d s .  He was c o n f i d e n t  he 
cou l d  c l e a n  up t he  a p a r t m e n t ,  and kee p  i t  i n good o r d e r .  
He c ou l d  a l so  h e l p  in any - s e c r e t a r i a l  work i f  t h e r e  way 
any .

Miss S i n c l a i r  was q u i t e  i mp r e s s e d  wi t h  hi s  s i n c e r i t y  
and p l e a s a n t  m a n n e r s .  She t h o u g h t  he mu s t  h a v e  an 
ag g r e s s i v e  and a l e r t  c h a r a c t e r  to a p p l y  so soon for  t he  
j ob.

"I t h i n k  y o u ’l l  d o , "  she s a i d .  "At  l e a s t  you  c a n  t ry 
i t  for  a week ,  and i f  i t  works out  you  c a n  s t ay  l o n g e r . "

A r r a n g e m e n t s  we re  m a d e  for  Eddie  to s t a r t  t he  n e x t  
m o r n i n g .  I t  d i d n ’ t t a k e  l ong  for  h i m  to c o l l e c t  hi s  t h i n g s  
and c h e c k  out  f r om whe re  he  was l i v i n g .  He a r r i v e d  a t  
the  a p a r t m e n t  e a r l y  in  t he  m o r n i n g  "Li l y  was not  up when 
he a r r i v e d ,  but  she l e t  h i m  in and he we n t  d i r e c t l y  to 
his  room whi ch  was o r i g i n a l l v  t he  m a i d ’s r o o m .  I t  was a 
p l e a s a n t  room wi t h  a wi ndow for  p l e n t y  of s un s h i n e  and 
f r esh a i r .  It  was f u r n i s h e d  and d e c o r a t e d  in  a f e m i n i n e  
m a n n e r  as was t he  b a t h r o o m .  It  was p a i n t e d  in a p i nk  
co l o r ,  t r i m m e d  wi t h  b l u e  wi t h  p i nk  and b l u e  c u r t a i n s  a t  
t he  wi ndows  .

Eddie d i d n ’t pay mu c h  a t t e n t i o n  to t he  f u r n i s h i n g s  
or d e c o r a t i o n s  e x c e p t  to n o t i c e  i t  was a p l e a s a n t  room*
He q u i c k l y  pu t  hi s  few b e l o n g i n g s  away  and we n t  to 
t he  k i t c h e n  whe re  he  s t a r t e d  wa s h i n g  t he  d i r t y  d i shes .
Li ly c a m e  in and asked  i f  he co u l d  m a k e  c o f f e e .  Eddi e  
s u g g e s t e d  he  f ix a t r a y  for  he r  wi t h  t o a s t  and a n y t h i n g  
e l s e  she would  l i ke .

" T h a t  woul d  be n i c e , "  she sa i d  f r om t he  b e d r o o m .  
"You m i g h t  f ix some o r a n g e  j u i c e ,  wi t h  t o a s t  and c o f f e e .  
T h a t  w i l l  be e n o u g h . "

Eddie  q u i c k l y  a r r a n g e d  a t r ay  and b r o u g h t  i t  to h e r .
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Eddi e  had  b e e n  t r a i n e d  and d r i l l e d  by his  mo t h e r  to keep  
t h i n g s  n e a t  and o r d e r l y .  His e x p e r i e n c e  in the navy  had 
a l so  e n c o u r a g e d  hi s  n a t u r a l l y  o r d e r l y  and n e a t  c h a r a c t e r .  
The  d i s o r d e r  and u n t i d i n e s s  of the  bed r o o m shocked  and 
a m a z e d  h i m .

Li ly,  h e r s e l f ,  l o o k e d  n e a t  e nough  in a b e c o m i n g  s i lk 
bed j a c k e t ,  and h e r  h a i r  was n i c e l y  f i x e d .  She had ap p l i e d  
some  m a k e - u p ,  and Eddi e  cou l d  f i nd n o t h i n g  wrong wi th  
h e r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  but  t he  room l o o k e d  as i f  a c y c l o n e  had 
s t r u c k  i t ,  The  s l a c k  o u t f i t  Li ly had worn the n i g h t  be f o r e  
was l y i n g  on the  f l oo r  whe re  she had l e f t  i t .  S e v e r a l  
a r t i c l e s  of he r  u n d e r w e a r  were  s c a t t e r e d  a l l  over  the 
r oom,  s ome  of i t  a p p a r e n t l y  had b ee n  t h e r e  for days .
Shoes  of  e v e r y  d i s c r i p t i o n  were  d r oppe d  and l e f t  j us t  
whe r e  t h e y  had  b e e n  r e m o v e d .

By t he  l ooks  of t he  b e d r o o m,  and the  l i v i n g  room,  
and e v e n  hi s  own room Eddie  knew he would be busy for 
s e v e r a l  days  g e t t i n g  t he  p l a c e  in s h a p e .

He was m a k i n g  g r e a t  h e a d w a y  in the  k i t c h e n  when 
a b o u t  two hour s  a f t e r  he had s e r ved  Li ly her  b r e a k f a s t ,  
she a p p e a r e d  d r e s sed  to go ou t .  "I am sorry,  but  I wi l l  
h a v e  to l e a v e  you a l o n e  for  t he  r e s t  of the day,  " she 
s a i d .  " I h a v e  a d a t e  for  thi s  a f t e r n o o n  and e v e n i n g .  I 
w i l l  h a v e  to t r u s t  you and l e a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  in your  c a r e .  ” 
Eddi e  t h a n k e d  he r  for  he r  c o n f i d e n c e  in h i m,  and said 
she n e e d n ’t wor ry ,  he d i d n ' t  h a v e  any p l a c e  to go,  or 
a n y t h i n g  to do i f  he did go a n y w h e r e .

By the  m i d d l e  of t he  a f t e r n o o n ,  Eddie  had f i n i s hed  
in t he  k i t c h e n ,  and s t a r t e d  wo r k i ng  in the  b e d r o o m .  Whi le 
he  was p i c k i n g  up t he  va r i ous  pa i r s  of shoes  s c a t t e r e d  
h e r e  and t h e r e  a b o u t  t he  room,  i t  o c c u r e d  to h i m t hey  
l o o k e d  a b o u t  hi s  s i z e ,  and wo n d e r e d  i f  t hey  would f i t  
h i m .  He p l a y f u l l y  t r i e d  on a p a i r  and found t hey were  a l ­
mo s t  a p e r f e c t  f i t !  S i n c e  the shoes  f i t t e d  h i m may b e  some 
of  t he  o t h e r  c l o t h e s  would  f i t  h i m a l s o .  He h e l d  up one of 
t he  dresses  b e f o r e  h i m ,  and l o o k ed  a t  h i m s e l f  in t he  ful l  
l e n g t h  m i r r o r .  He t h o u g h t  he c ou l d  wear  t he  dress,  and 
a l t h o u g h  he  was t e m p t e d  to pu t  i t  on he t h o u g h t  b e t t e r  
of  i t  s i n c e  i t  was h i s  f i r s t  day,  and he was not  y e t  f a m i ­
l i a r  wi t h  L i l y ' s  h a b i t s .

Eddi e  knew he was a t r a n s v e s t i t e ,  and had o f t en
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s e c r e t l y  dressed in some of hi s  m o t h e r ' s  c l o t h e s  when 
he was a l o n e  on the  f a r m .  Dur i ng  the  y e a r s  he had b e e n  
h o me  he had g r a d u a l l y  o b t a i n e d  a c o m p l e t e  c o s t u m e  of 
f e m a l e  a t t i r e .  He had k e p t  i t  in a s e c r e t  h i d i n g  p l a c e  
where  he cou l d  ge t  i t  when he was a l o n e  and t he  oppor ­
t u n i t y  to wear  i t  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f .

He put  t he  shoes  and dresses  away and we n t  on wi th  
his work,  but  the  i d e a  had b e e n  p l a n t e d  in hi s  mi nd  t h a t ,  
h e r e  was a whol e  wa r d r obe  of f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s  t h a t  f rom 
a l l  i n d i c a t i o n s  would  f i t  h i m .  The  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t ,  a t  
t he  a p a r t m e n t  he would  h ave  a we l l  s t o c k e d  wa r d r o b e  and 
by the i n d i c a t i o n s  p l e n t y  of o p p o r t u n i t y  to ma k e  some 
use of i t  was a g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to h i m .  For t he  t i m e  
b e i n g  h o we v e r ,  he  put  t he  t h o u g h t  of ' d r e s s i n g  up '  ou t  of 
hi s  mi nd and c o n t i n u e d  to c l e a n  up the  r o o m .

Li ly s e e me d  to h a v e  p l e n t y  of a l l  t he  c l o t h e s  a wo ma n  
would e v e r  n e e d .  I t  s e e m e d  to Eddie  t h a t  she b o u g h t  
new a r t i c l e s  of a p p a r e l  i n s t e a d  of l a u n d e r i n g  the  s o i l e d  
ones .  T h e r e  were  dozens  of g i r d l e s ,  p a n t i e s ,  b r a s s i e r e s ,  
s l ips ,  h a l f  s l i ps  and i n n u m e r a l  pa i r s  of s t o c k i n g s .  Most  
of t h e m l ooked  as i f  t hey  had b e e n  worn only  once  and 
t hen  d i s c a r d e d .  The  c l o s e t  was f u l l  of  dresses  and sui t s  
of a l l  k i nds ,  and t h e r e  mus t  h a v e  b e e n  t h i r t y  or for ty  
pa i r s  of shoes .  T h e r e  were  a l so  s e v e r a l  c o a t s  and j a c k e t s  
i n c l u d i n g  man y  fur p i e c e s .  Al l  t he  c l o t h e s  and shoes  were  
we l l  ma d e  and l ooked  e x p e n s i v e .

It  t ook  h i m the  r e m a i n d e r  of t he  day to c o l l e c t  the  
s o i l ed  c l o t h e s ,  put  the shoes  away  in t he  r ack ,  and h a n g  
t he  dresses  and s l a cks  in the  c l o s e t .  He c h a n g e d  the  l i n e n  
on the  bed,  and as a f i n a l  g e s t u r e  ran t he  v a c u u m  c l e a n e r  
over  t he  rug.

T h a t  e v e n i n g  he a t e  hi s  s upper  by h i m s e l f ,  and s i n c e  
a l l  his " h o u s e w o r k ” had  m a d e  h i m r a t h e r  t i r e d  he t u r n ed  
in e a r l y .

The  n e x t  m o r n i n g  he was up e a r l y .  Much to hi s  s u r ­
pr i se  Li ly a p p e a r e d  wh i l e  he was f i x i n g  b r e a k f a s t .  She 
was very p l e a s e d  wi th  t he  a p p e a r a n c e  of the k i t c h e n  and 
her  b e d r o o m .  She c o m p l e m e n t e d  Eddie  on hi s  work and 
n ea t n e s s ,  and was sure he  woul d  be a s a t i s f a c t o r y  c a r e ­
t a k e r .
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Eddi e  asked  a b o u t  t he  l a u n d r y .  He had n o t i c e d  t h e r e  
was a wa s h i n g  m a c h i n e  in the  k i t c h e n ,  and said he c o u l d  
t a k e  c a r e  of e v e r y t h i n g ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  whi ch  had to be dry 
c l e a n e d .

Li ly had  no o b j e c t i o n s  and said i f  he would,  t h a t  
woul d  be a r e l i e f .  She d i d n ' t  h a v e  t i m e  to do i t  h e r s e l f ,  
and u s u a l l y  b o u g h t  new c l o t h e s  i n s t e a d  of wash i ng  the  
s o i l e d  o n e s .  She supposed  i t  was e x p e n s i v e ,  as she p r e ­
f e r r e d  to h a v e  f r esh l i n g e r i e  e v e r y d a y .  With her  p r e s e n t  
s a l a r y ,  she co u l d  a f f o r d  to,  a l t h o u g h  she knew i t  was 
e x t r a v a g a n t .  I f  Eddi e  would  do the  l a u n d r y ,  she would 
be  d e l i g h t e d .

Eddi e  s p e n t  mos t  of  t he  d ay  in l a u n d e r i n g  the  p i l e  
of  s o i l e d  c l o t h i n g  Li ly had l e t  a c c u m u l a t e .  S ince  mos t  
of  i t  c o n s i s t e d  of n y l o n  l i n g e r i e  t h a t  had  been  worn only 
o n c e  or t w i c e  i t  was not  ha r d  to do.  T h e r e  was a g r e a t  deal 
of  i t ,  and when he  f i n a l l y  f i n i s h e d  he hung  i t  out  to dry 
on t he  c l o t h e s  l i n e  t h a t  was s t r e t c h e d  over  t he  roof  nea r  
t he  roo f  g a r d e n .

Whi l e  he  was t a k i n g  the  c l o t h e s  in,  t h a t  e v e n i n g  the 
i d e a  of  ' d r e s s i n g  up '  k e p t  r e t u r n i n g  to h i m,  and he thought  
t h a t  s i n c e  Li ly had  so many  c l o t h e s  she w o u l d n ’t miss  any 
i f  he  " b o r r o w e d "  a few and t ook  t hem to his  r o o m.

He was to be a l o n e  a g a i n  t h a t  e v e n i n g  and he t hough t  | 
he  woul d  l i k e  to wear  some f e m i n i n e  p a j a m a s  t h a t  n i g h t ,  j 
He chos e  a p r e t t y  p a i r  of  b l u e  n y l on  t a i l o r e d  ones ,  and 
s i n c e  he  f e l t  he m i g h t  as we l l  be hung  for a sheep  as a 
l a m b  he p i c k e d  out  some s l i p p e r s  to m a t c h  and a ma t ch i ng  
n y l o n  r o b e .  He p u t  t h e s e  c l o t h e s  away in his  r o o m.

Eddi e  c a r e f u l l y  f o l d e d  the  o t he r  c l o t h e s ,  and put  
t h e m  a w a y .  Lay i ng  a s i d e  t hose  t h a t  n e e d e d  to be i r o n e d .
He l a i d  out  a n o t h e r  p a i r  of  c l e a n  p a j a m a s  and a robe fore, 
Li ly as she had  r e q u e s t e d .  Eddi e  saw t h a t  he would be 
k e p t  q u i t e  busy in hi s  new j ob wi th  a l l  t he  hous ewor k  
and l a u n d e r i n g .

T h a t  n i g h t  when he p r e p a r e d  f o r  bed he c a r e f u l l y  
s h a v e d .  Af t e r  hi s  shower  he  used a gene r ous  a m o u n t  of 
t a l c u m  po wd e r ,  a l so  " b o r r o w e d ” f rom Li l y ' s  we l l  s t ocked  
s u p p l y ,  and t h e n  put  on the  b l ue  p a j a m a s  and r o b e .  He
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was d e l i g h t e d  wi t h  the sof t  f e e l  of the  ny l on  n e x t  to his  
b o d y .

He had a l so  " b o r r o w e d ” some l i p s t i c k  and m a k e - u p  
and a t t e m p t e d  to ma k e  h i m s e l f  mo r e  f e m i n i n e ,  but  he 
l a c k e d  the  s k i l l  to do a very s a t i s f a c t o r y  j ob ,  and r e ­
sol ved he would s tudy one of the  many  books  on m a k e - u p  
and poi se  he had n o t i c e d  on the  book s he l ve s  wh i l e  he 
was c l e a n i n g  t he  l i v i n g  r o o m.

He went  to bed t h a t  n i g h t  we a r i n g  the  b l ue  p a j a m a s .  
He l i k ed  t h e m so we l l  he t h o u g h t  he would  wear  t h e m 
e v e r y  n i g h t  f rom t hen  on i f  he cou l d  m a n a g e  i t .

Li ly d i d n ' t  miss  t he  " b o r r o we d "  c l o t h e s  and s e e me d  
we l l  p l e a s e d  wi th Edd i e .  Af t e r  t he  t i r s t  we ek  was up she 
t o l d  h i m she would  be g l ad  to h a v e  h i m s t a y .

He was l e f t  a l o n e  a l mo s t  e v e r y  e v e n i n g ,  and he 
c o n t i n u e d  to wear  Li l y ' s  p a j a m a s  e a c h  n i g h t .  He s t u d i e d  
the book on m a k e - u p  and poi se  and " b o r r o we d "  some more  
of  Li l y ' s  c o s m e t i c s  of whi ch  t h e r e  s e e me d  to ba an i n -  
e x h a u s t a b l e  s upp l y .  He had d i s c o v e r e d  two or t h r e e  
f a s h i o n a b l e  wigs put  away in one of t he  c l o s e t s ,  and he 
had " b o r r o we d "  one he t ho u g h t  was s u i t a b l e  for h i m .  In 
a few e v e n i n g s  of d i l i g e n t  s tudy on t he  a r t  of  m a k e - u p ,  
and p r a c t i c e  by t r i a l  and e r r o r  of a p p l y i n g  i t ,  he b e c a m e  
q u i t e  s k i l l e d  in c h a n g i n g  his f a c e  f rom a m a s c u l i n e  to a 
f e m i n i n e  l o o k i n g  one .

But t he  p a j a m a s  and robe  d i d n ' t  s a t i s f y  his  d e s i r e  for 
f e m i n i n e  c l o t h i n g .  One e v e n i n g  ab o u t  two weeks  a f t e r  he 
had b ee n  a t  the  a p a r t m e n t ,  he bor r owed  a c o m p l e t e  c o s ­
t u me  and took i t  to hi s  r o o m .  Al t h o u g h  he was to be a l o n e  
a g a i n  as usua l  t h a t  e v e n i n g  he d i d n ’t da r e  use L i l y ' s  room 
to ge t  d ressed  in he r  c l o t h e s .  He c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  a 
g i r d l e ,  bra ,  p a n t i e s ,  ny l on  s t o c k i n g s ,  s l i p ,  h i gh  h e e l e d  
shoes ,  and a b l ue  dress .

Eddie l a i d  "hi s  c l o t h e s "  on the  bed wh i l e  he shaved  
and s h o wer ed .  Af t e r  hi s  shower  he a g a i n  used a gen e r o u s  
a m o u n t  of L i l y ' s  t a l c u m  powde r  and p u l l e d  on hi s  g i r d l e  
and the  ny l on  s t o c k i n g s .  He f a s t e n e d  the  s t o c k i n g s  to his  
g i r d l e ,  e x p e r t l y  hooked  the bra,  and s t e p p e d  i n t o  the 
p a n t i e s ,  and h i gh  h e e l e d  shoes .  T h e n  he don n ed  the  wig



and s l i p ,  and sa t  down a t  t he  d r e s s i ng  t a b l e  to ap p l y  hi s  
m a k e - u p .  He t r i m m e d  hi s  e ye b r ows  in as f e m i n i n e  a 
f a s h i o n  as he c o u l d .  Li ly was t he  only one he would see 
and he d o u b t e d  i f  she would  n o t i c e ,  as he saw very l i t t l e  
of  he r  and she n e v e r  p a i d  much  a t t e n t i o n  to h i m .

He was ve r y  much  p l e a s e d  wi th  hi s  a p p e a r a n c e  when 
he pu t  on the  b l u e  d r e s s .  He v e n t u r e d  out  of hi s  room,  
and as he wo n d e r e d  t h r ough  the  a p a r t m e n t  he f e l t  very 
mu c h  a t  e a s e  and p r a c t i c e d  some of  the  ge s t u r e s  and 
m a n n e r i s m s  he had r ead  a b o u t .  He w a t c h e d  a show on 
t he  t e l e v i s i o n  set  in t he  l i v i n g  room,  and pa i d  more  
a t t e n t i o n  to how the  f e m a l e  m e m b e r s  of the ca s t  sa t  and 
mo v ed  ab o u t  t han  he  did t he  show.

Eddie  h a t e d  to g e t  out  of hi s  f e m i n i n e  f i ne r y ,  and 
was so p l e a s e d  wi th  t he  way the  c l o t h e s  f i t t e d  and f e l t  
he  r e s o l v e d  to k e e p  t h e m .  He knew Li ly w o u l d n ' t  miss  
t h e m ,  and she n e v e r  v i s i t e d  hi s  r o o m.  He hung  the  dress  
in hi s  c l o s e t  c o n c e a l e d  by hi s  own c l o t h e s  so i f  a n y o n e  
did l ook  t hey  would  not  n o t i c e  a n y t h i n g  s t r an g e  unl ess  
t hey  i n v e s t i g a t e d  f u r t h e r .  Like a f a s t i d i o u s  l ady  he r insed 
out  hi s  g i rd l e ,  u n d e r we a r ,  and s t o ck i n g s  and hung  t h e m 
in t he  b a t h r o o m  to dry and be pu t  away in t he  mo r n i n g .
He pu t  on hi s  p a j a m a s  or L i l y ' s  p a j a m a s  r a t h e r ,  as he 
had  now f o r me d  the  h a b i t  of s l e e p i n g  in f e m i n i n e  p a j a m a s  
e a c h  n i g h t .  He had  " b o r r o we d "  a n o t h e r  p a i r  f rom Li ly 
and now had  a p i nk  p a i r  in a d d i t i o n  to t he  b l ue  ones .

In t he  n e x t  few days  Eddie  " b o r r o we d "  s e v e r a l  more  
dresses  and l i n g e r i e  f r om L i l y ' s  we l l  s t o ck ed  s upp l y .  He 
p u t  t h e m  away  in hi s  room and d r e s s e d  and a p p l i e d  his 
m a k e - u p  a l m o s t  ev e r y  n i g h t .

Li ly r a r e l y  a p p e a r e d  be f o r e  noon,  and t h e n  only for 
a shor t  t i m e .  She woul d  l e a v e  t he  a p a r t m e n t  e a r l y  in the 
a f t e r n o o n  and not  r e t u r n  u n t i l  m i d n i g h t  or l a t e r .  She never 
b o t h e r e d  Eddi e  when she c a m e  i n .  She had a l a r g e  c o l ­
l e c t i o n  of c l i p p i n g s  and p i c t u r e s  of va r i ous  s t ud i o  and 
s t a g e  p e o p l e  she had  c o l l e c t e d  over  a n u mb e r  of y e a r s .
She had  asked  Eddie  to sor t  and a r r a n g e  t h e m in a sor t  
of  s c r a p b o o k .  Wi th hi s  ho u s ewo r k ,  hi s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
co u r s e ,  and L i l y ' s  s c r a p b o o k  he found h i m s e l f  wi t h o u t  
mu c h  spa r e  t i m e .

One a f t e r n o o n  when he was a l o n e ,  he  bor r owed some



grey s l acks  and a b l ue  b l ouse  f rom L i l y ' s  wa r d r o b e ,  and 
dressed in t h e m .  He wore a p a d d e d  g i r d l e  and bra ,  and 
wi th his wig he ma d e  a very good l o o k i n g  you n g  woman  
w e a r i n g  s l a c k s .  He found some l a d i e s  r u b b e r  boot s  whi ch  
he wore ,  and v e n t u r e d  out  to the roo f  g a r d e n  whe re  he 
k e p t  h i m s e l f  busy a l l  t he  a f t e r n o o n  w e e d i n g  and t r i m m i n g  
the  v ines  and f l o we r s .  No one saw h i m,  bu t  he e n j o y e d  
h i ms e l f ,  and t r i e d  to i m a g i n e  he was a woman  d o i n g  he r  
g a r d e n i n g .

Li ly d i d n ' t  seem to n o t i c e  any of h e r  vas t  wa r d r o b e  
was mi s s i n g .  Each week  she would  c o m e  h o m e  wi t h  some 
new p i e c e  of a p p a r e l .  She a l r e a d y  had  dozens  of a l l  t he  
c l o t h e s  any woman  n e e d e d ,  but  she k e p t  b u y i n g  m o r e .
I t  was f o r t u n a t e  for Eddi e ,  as he c ou l d  " bo r r ow"  a l m o s t  
wh a t e v e r  c l o t h e s  he wi shed  and Li ly n e v e r  n o t i c e d .

In t he  p r i v a c y  of hi s  room Eddi e  e x p e r i m e n t e d  in 
a p p l y i n g  hi s  m a k e - u p ,  and now wi t h  t he  ' h e l p  of c o s ­
m e t i c s  was a b l e  to c h a n g e  hi s  m a s c u l i n e  l o o k i n g  f a c e  to 
t h a t  of a very h a n d s o m e  w o m a n .

In the  e v e n i n g s  when Li ly was not  in,  whi ch  she very  
s e l dom was,  Eddie  d ressed  in a c o m p l e t e  f e m i n i n e  c o s ­
t u me  and ma d e  h i m s e l f  a t  ho n e  in the a p a r t m e n t .  He 
s t ud i ed  the books  on f e m i n i n e  po i se  and p o s t u r e ,  and put  
in p r a c t i c e  much  t h a t  he  l e a r n e d .

Eddie was l o n e l y  and he l o n g e d  to go out  " in  dress"  
but  d i d n ' t  d a r e .  S e v e r a l  t i m e s  he was t e m p t e d  to a p p e a r  
be f o r e  Li ly dressed  as a h a n d s o m e  woman ,  bu t  he l a c k e d  
the c o u r a g e  to do so.

One day a mon t h  a f t e r  Eddie  had s t a r t e d  wo r k i n g  
t h e r e ,  Li ly r e t u r n e d  in t he  a f t e r n o o n  very e x c i t e d  and 
said she was go i ng  to New York on a bus i ness  and p l e a ­
sure t r i p .  She would  be gone for s e v e r a l  weeks ,  and 
wa n t e d  Eddie to s t ay  and t a k e  c a r e  of t he a p a r t m e n t  wh i l e  
she was g o n e .  She would not  t a k e  man y  c l o t h e s  wi t h  he r  
as she would buy a c o m p l e t e  new wa r d r o b e  in New York.  
Eddie wonde r ed  wha t  she wa n t e d  wi th  mor e  c l o t h e s !  She 
had enough  now for two or t h r e e  wo me n .

Li ly s t a r t e d  p a c k i n g  wha t  few c l o t h e s  she t h o u g h t  
she would t ake ,  but  he r  i d e a  of p a c k i n g  was not  much
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b e t t e r  t h a n  he r  h o u s e k e e p i n g  and Eddie  c a m e  to h e r  r e s ­
c u e .  He had l e a r n e d  in t he  navy  how to fold c l o t h e s  to 
t ak e  up the  l e a s t  r oom,  and m a n a g e d  to p a c k  wha t  Li ly 
r e q u i r e d  in one s u i t c a s e  and a s m a l l  o v e r n i g h t  b ag .

She l e f t  on t he  p l a n e  t h a t  s ame  a f t e r n o o n .  Eddie 
we n t  wi t h  he r  to t he  a i r p o r t  and saw her  s a f e l y  aboa rd  
t he  p l a n e .  As soon as t he  p l a n e  t ook  off  he r e t u r n e d  to 
t he  a p a r t m e n t .  He had  the  p l a c e  to h i m s e l f  now,  and he 
l os t  no t i m e  in c h a n g i n g  i n t o  L i l y ’s c l o t h e s .

The  n ex t  m o r n i n g  t he  d e s i r e  to dress  as a woman  for 
t he  day was a l mo s t  o v e r w h e l m i n g ,  bu t  he r e s i s t ed  the 
t e m p t a t i o n  u n t i l  a f t e r  l u n c h  when he cou l d  s t and i t  no 
l on g e r ,  and s u r r e n d e r e d  h i m s e l f  to his  f e m i n i n e  c o u n t e r ­
p a r t .  He chose  a red dress  wi th  brown shoes ,  t h a t  he 
p a r t i c u l a r i l y  l i k e d  and in wh i ch  he t h o u g h t  he l ooked  
q u i t e  c h i c .  He s pen t  the  a f t e r n o o n  and e v e n i n g  t r y i n g  
on d i f f e r e n t  ha t s  and c o a t s ,  and e x p e r i m e n t e d  in d i f f e r e n t  
c o m b i n a t i o n s  of a c c e s s o r i e s .  To hi s  d e l i g h t  he d i s c o v e r e d  
hi s  hands  were  s m a l l  en o u g h  to wear  L i l y ’s g l oves  and he 
p r a c t i c e d  p u t t i n g  t h e m on and off  u n t i l  he cou l d  do i t  
in a f e m i n i n e  m a n n e r .

Ev e r yday  he dr es sed  e a r l y  in t he  a f t e r n o o n  and s t ayed  j 
d r e s sed  u n t i l  he t u r n e d  in a t  n i g h t .  Even t hen  hi s  f e mi n i n e  
s ide  r e m a i n e d  wi t h  h i m  and he a l ways  s l e p t  in L i l y ’s 
l a d i e s  ’ p a j a m a s .

One n i g h t  a f t e r  da r k ,  he v e n t u r e d  out  on the  s t r e e t  
d res sed  in a very  b e c o m i n g  dr es s .  He had used e x t r a  c a r e  
in a p p l y i n g  hi s  m a k e - u p .  With c o a t ,  ha t ,  g l oves ,  and 
b a g  he a p p e a r e d  very  w e l l .  S i n c e  i t  was t he  r a i n y  season 
and the  s i d e w a l k  was we t  he wore some l i g h t  w e i g h t  r u b ­
bers  or r a i n  s anda l s  over  hi s  h i gh  h e e l e d  shoes .

It  was q u i t e  l a t e  a t  n i g h t  when he went  out  and there  
were  very  few p e o p l e  a r o u n d .  He d i d n ’t da r e  go very far,  
bu t  he wa l k e d  to t he  end of  the b l o c k  t h en  c rossed the 
s t r e e t  and r e t u r n e d  on t he  o t he r  s i d e .  He m e t  only one 
or two p e o p l e  and t hey  d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  h i m .  No one e l s e  
e n t e r e d  the  e l e v a t o r  e i t h e r  on the  way up or down.  Eddie 
f e l t  ve ry  e l a t e d  e v e n  t hough  he h a d n ' t  passed  many  people,  
but  he f e l t  he had b e e n  a c c e p t e d  and would  be mor e  a t  
e a s e  t he  n e x t  t i m e ,  for  he was very sure t h e r e  would  be 
a n ex t  t i me !
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A few n i gh t s  l a t e r  he wen t  out  a g a i n .  He wore a 
d i f f e r e n t  c o s t u m e  thi s  t i m e ,  and he s t ayed  out  a l i t t l e  
l o n g e r .  He wa l k e d  c o m p l e t e l y  a r ound  the  b l o c k  and 
pas sed  mo r e  p e o p l e  t h a n  he  had  b e f o r e ,  but  t hey  a l l  
s e e me d  to a c c e p t  h i m for wha t  he s e e me d  to be .

One n i g h t  he wen t  out  a l i t t l e  e a r l i e r  t han  usual ,  
and mu c h  to hi s  d i s ma y ,  t he e l e v a t o r  s t opped  a t  a b o u t  
t he  t h i r d  f l oo r  f r om t he  top and a group of men  e n t e r e d .  
Eddi e  had  a few m o m e n t s  of p a n i c  but  soon co mp o s ed  
h i m s e l f  as t he  men  showed h i m the  u t mo s t  c o u r t e s y  and 
t r e a t e d  h i m in a l l  r e s p e c t s  as t he  you n g  we l l  d ressed 
wo ma n  he  a p p e a r e d  to b e .  When the  ca r  r e a c h e d  the 
l o b b y  he a l m o s t  f o r g o t  he was supposed  to be a l ady  and 
e x p e c t e d  to l e a v e  the  c a r  f i r s t !  He r e c o v e r e d  h i m s e l f  in 
t i m e  and was q u i t e  t h r i l l e d  to h a v e  the  men s t ep bac k  
and l e t  h i m  t h r o u g h  the  door  a h e a d  of t h e m .

T'wumtia

He m a d e  a c o m p l e t e  round of the b l ock  a g a i n  and to

ness  and s e l f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  he had a t  his f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  
was d i s a p p e a r i n g .  He now f e l t  very much  at  ea s e  and 
n a t u r a l  in t he  r o l e  he was a s s u mi n g .  He had found a t ape  
r e c o r d e r  wh i l e  c l e a n i n g  the  a p a r t m e n t .  I t  was out  of o rder  
bu t  wi t h  E d d i e ' s  m e c h a n i c a l  a b i l i t y  i t  was no t r o u b l e  
for  h i m to r e p a i r  i t .  He was us i ng i t  to p r a c t i c e  m o d u ­
l a t i n g  hi s  v o i c e  to sound mor e  f e m i n i n e  when he s poke .  
The  r e s u l t s  we r e  not  ve ry  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  but  he f e l t  he 
was i m p r o v i n g .

I t  had  b eg u n  to r a i n  when Eddie  r e t u r n e d  to the 
a p a r t m e n t  t h a t  e v e n i n g .  A c c o r d i n g  to t he  news on the 
r a d i o  t h e r e  was a b i g  s t o rm c o m i n g  and the  r a i n  would 
c o n t i n u e  a l l  n i g h t  and p r o b a b l y  mos t  of t he  nex t  day .  
Eddi e  m a d e  up hi s  mi nd  i f  i t  was r a i n i n g  in the mo r n i n g  
he woul d  dress  as a f e m a l e  and a s s ume  a f e m m i n e  ro l e  
for  a l l  d a y .  The  r a i n  would  d i s c o u r a g e  any c a l l e r s  and 
he woul d  f e e l  f r e e  to dress  as he wi shed  wi t h o u t  any 
e m b a r r a s s i n g  i n t e r r u p t i o n s .

The  r a d i o  p r e d i c t i o n  p r ove d  to he t r ue  and i t  was 
r a i n i n g  h a r d  when Eddi e  awoke  t he  nex t  m o r n i n g .  Eddie 
s haved  and a p p l i e d  hi s  m a k e - u p  and wi g .  He i m a g i n e d  
he was a g i r l  wo r k i n g  as a t y p i s t  or s e c r e t a r y  in an o f f i ce  
and a t t e m p t e d  to dress  as he t h o u g h t  she wo u l d .  He dressed

hi s  d e l i g h t ,  and p l e a s u r e  he found mos t  of the n e r v o u s ­
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in g i r d l e  and f e m i n i n e  u n d e r w e a r  and s e l e c t e d  a dark  
co l o r e d  t a i l o r e d  s u i t  wi th  a wh i t e  ny l on  b l o u s e .  He chos e  
some h i gh  h e e l e d  b l a c k  p a t e n t  l e a t h e r  pumps  to c o m p l e t e  
his  c o s t u m e  and was very  p l e a s e d  a t  t he  a t t r a c t i v e  l o o k i n g  
young woman  he p r e s e n t e d .

He f e l t  very  much  a t  e a s e  a l l  day as he we n t  a b o u t  
hi s  work .  He l oved  the  f e e l  of his f e m i n i n e  a t t i r e ,  and 
the  e x h i l e r a t i n g  sense  he  had in we a r i n g  i t .  He found 
many  of the f e m i n i n e  g e s t u r e s  and m a n n e r i s m s  he had 
l e a r n e d  and p r a c t i c e d  in t he  l a s t  few days  c o m i n g  to h i m 
n a t u r a l l y .  He a l so  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  a p a s s i v e  n a t u r e  was 
easy  for  h i m to a s s ume  and he f e l t  more  c o m f o r t a b l e  in 
a s s u mi n g  i t  t h a n  he e v e r  had  in t r y i n g  to be a d o m i n a t i n g  
m a l e .  It  was a r e l i e f  to h i m not  to be a l wa y s  p r o v i n g  
he was a r e a l  Mhe m a n ” . His f e m i n i n e  c o u n t e r p a r t  was 
c o m p l e t e l y  in c h a r g e  and he l e t  he r  h a v e  her  own way 
wi th h i m .

T h a t  n i g h t  he a r r a y e d  h i m s e l f  in a very f e m i n i n e  
f o r ma l  gown wi th ba r e  s h o u l d e r s .  He r e m a d e  hi s  f a c e  
and c h a n g e d  hi s  ”h a i r - d o ” . As a r e s u l t  he l o o k e d  and 
t h o u g h t  of h i m s e l f  as a g l a m o r o u s  l o o k i n g  you n g  l a d y .

It  was l o n e l y  for  h i m,  and he wi shed  he was a mo n g  
o t her s  who would u n d e r s t a n d  hi s  t r a n s v e s t i t e  d e s i r e s .  He 
t h o u g h t  s e r i o u s l y  of a s s u m i n g  a f e m i n i n e  r o l e  and l i v i n g  
as a wo m a n .  He d e c i d e d  h o we v e r ,  t h a t  he was not  r e a d y  
to go t h a t  fa r ,  and was not  sure he e v e r  woul d  be .  For 
t he  t i m e  b e i n g  he would  be c o n t e n t  to m a s q u e r a d e  when * 
e v e r  he f e l t  in t he  mo o d .  The  " m o o d ” s e e m e d  to be a l l  
t he t i m e  s i n c e  Li ly had l e f t  and he had a c c e s s  to he r  
wo n d e r f u l  w a r d r o b e .

The  nex t  day was s t i l l  c l o u d y ,  and t h e r e  were  a few 
s c a t t e r e d  shower s .  Eddi e  a s s u med  the  f e m i n i n e  r o l e  a g a i n  
as soon as he got  up.  In t he  e a r l y  a f t e r n o o n  he v e n t u r e d  
o u t s i d e .  It  was hi s  f i r s t  a p p e a r a n c e  as a wo ma n  in t he  
day t i m e  e x c e p t  for t he  few t i m e s  when he had  gone  out  
on the roof  g a r d e n .  He f e l t  very  c o n f i d e n t  and we n t  to 
t he  g r o c e r y  s t ore  to p u r c h a s e  t he  g r o c e r i e s  for  t he  we e k .
It  was a serve  y o u r s e l f  g r o c e r y ,  and he d i d n ’t h a v e  to 
t a l k  wi th  a n y o n e .  T h e r e  were  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  wo me n  in t he  
s tore  a l so  b u y i n g  g r o c e r i e s  bu t  t h e y  a c c e p t e d  Eddi e  as 
one of t h e m ,  and p a i d  no a t t e n t i o n  to h i m .  He t h o u g h t
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he  l o o k e d  as we l l  as mos t  of t h em and b e t t e r  t h an  
s o m e .  He had  no f ea r  of h a v i n g  his  t r ue  sex d i s c o v e r e d .

For t he  n e x t  t h r e e  weeks  Eddie  b e c a m e  " E d i t h ” . He 
a p p r o p r i a t e d  L i l y ' s  wa r d r o b e  and wen t  ab o u t  hi s  work 
and hi s  s h o p p i n g  d r es sed  as a s t y l i s h  y oung  l a d y .  He 
c o u l d  now pass o t h e r  p e o p l e  and e v e n  t a l k  a l i t t l e  wi th 
t he  ones  he  c a m e  in c o n t a c t  wi th  in go i ng  up or down 
in t he  e l e v a t o r  w i t h o u t  any f e a r  of b e i n g  d i s c o v e r e d .  
S e v e r a l  t i m e s  he  wen t  to t he  m o v i e s .  Once he was a l ­
mo s t  p i c k e d  up by a y oung  man  who l ooked  as i f  he had 
some  " wo l f i s h "  d e s i r e s !  Eddie  m a n a g e d  to e s c a p e  by 
s a y i n g  he was m a r r i e d  and mus t  hur r y  h o m e .

He knew he woul d  h a v e  to t e l l  Li ly of his m a s q u e r a d e  
when  she r e t u r n e d  and he  d r e a d e d  the  day when he would 
h a v e  to g i ve  up t he  g l a m o r o u s  wa r d r o b e  and go back  to 
wh a t  now s e e m e d  to h i m  hi s  drab m a s c u l i n e  a t t i r e .

Li ly wr o t e  she was r e t u r n i n g  a f t e r  b e i n g  gone for 
ove r  six we e k s .  Edd i e  s p en t  s e v e r a l  e x t r a  hours  in g e t t i n g  
t he  a p a r t m e n t  in " a p p l e  p i e "  order  for  her  a r r i v a l .  He 
was c a r e f u l  to h a v e  a l l  t he  dresses  and sui t s  he had worn 
c l e a n e d  and p r e s se d  b e f o r e  she a r r i v e d .

Eddie  m e t  h e r  a t  t he  a i r p o r t  d ressed  in hi s  m a l e  
c l o t h i n g .  She had  wi t h  he r  two new wa r d r o b e  t runks ,  
and s e v e r a l  s u i t c a s e s  a l m o s t  t h r e e  or four  t i me s  as much 
as when  she lef11

"I b o u g h t  some new c l o t h e s ,  " she t o l d  Edd i e .  "I 
t o l d  you  I w o u l d . "

"So I s e e " ,  Eddi e  s a i d .  S e c r e t l y  w o n d e r i n g  i f  he 
woul d  h a v e  a c h a n c e  to wear  t h e m a l s o .

When t h ey  r e a c h e d  the  a p a r t m e n t ,  Li ly was very much 
a m a z e d  and p l e a s e d  a t  the n e a t  and o r d e r l y  looks  of the 
p l a c e .

"I wa n t  you  to ge t  r id of a l l  my old c l o t h e s .  " Li ly 
t o l d  Eddi e  as soon as she had  c h a n g e d  f rom her  t r a v e l l i n g  
c o s t u m e  to s o m e t h i n g  mor e  c o m f o r t a b l e .  " Gi ve  t hem to 
t he  S a l v a t i o n  Army or t he  We l f a r e  p e o p l e  or s o m e o n e .  
T h e n  t h e r e  w i l l  be room for  the  new o n e s . "
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Eddie t ho u g h t  now was t he  t i m e  to t e l l  he r  of  hi s  
m a s q u e r a d e .

"Before  I do t h a t  or k e e p  on in your  e m p l o y ,  t h e r e  
is a c o n f e s s i o n  I f e e l  I mus t  m a k e .  "

"A c o n f e s s i o n ! "  Li ly e x c l a i m e d .  "What  kind of a 
con f e s s i o n  for me r c y  sakes ?  Do n ' t  t e l l  me you h ave  had 
p a r t i e s  in my a p a r t m e n t  wh i l e  I was away!  Or h a v e  been  
k e e p i n g  a woman  h e r e !  You h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  m a r r i e d  h a v e
you?

"No,  no p a r t i e s ,  nor  any woman  and I h a v e n ' t  g o t t e n  
m a r r i e d  e i t h e r .  You see I am a t r a n s v e s t i t e .  I l i k e  to 
dress in f e m i n i n e  c l o t h e s .  I found your  c l o t h e s  f i t t e d  me 
a l m o s t  to p e r f e c t i o n ,  and I h a v e  m a s q u e r a d e d  as a g i r l  
or a young  l ady  mos t  of the t i m e  you were  a wa y .  "

"Oh! No" ,  said Li ly wi th  a m u s e m e n t .  " T h a t ;  I would  
l i k e  to s ee .  Suppose  you ge t  d ressed  r i gh t  now and show 
m e . "

Eddie r e t i r e d  to his room and in a shor t  t i me  r e t u r n e d  
we a r i n g  a b e c o m i n g  b l u e  dress wi th a c c e s s o r i e s  to go 
wi th i t  and c a r e f u l l y  m a d e - u p .

Li ly c o m p l i m e n t e d  h i m on his  a p p e a r a n c e ,  and i n ­
s i s t ed  he go out  to d i n n e r  wi th her  t h a t  e v e n i n g  dr es sed  
as he was.

" I f  you ar e  go i ng  to wear  my c l o t h e s ,  I i n s i s t  t h a t  
you as sume the ro l e  t h a t  goes  wi th  t h e m , "  she s a i d .

Eddie was t h a n k f u l  t h a t  she s e l e c t e d  a q u i e t  p l a c e  
to d i ne  where  t h e r e  were  no t  many  p e o p l e .  He had gone 
out  to l unch  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  " i n  dress"  wh i l e  Li ly was 
away,  but  he had n e v e r  t r i e d  g o i n g  out  to d i n n e r  in the  
e v e n i n g .  He t h o u g h t  an u n e s c o r t e d  woman  would  l ook 
to co n s p i cu o u s  and a t t r a c t  some u n wa n t e d  a t t e n t i o n .

He was o v e r j o y e d  to h a v e  Li ly a p p r o v e  of  his  m a s ­
q u e r a d e ,  and was t h r i l l e d  to wa l k  a l o n g  wi t h  he r  as 
a n o t h e r  w o ma n .  He had no t r o u b l e  a t  t he  c a f e .  I t  was one 
of Li l y ' s  f a v o r i t e  d i n i n g  p l a c e s  and she was we l l  known 
by a l l  t he  h e l p .  No one pa i d  any a t t e n t i o n  to E d d i e .  He
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He was e v e n  c o m p l i m e n t e d  on hi s  s t y l i s h  a p p e a r a n c e ,  
and was q u i t e  p l e a s e d  to be c o n s i d e r e d  by e v e r y o n e  as 
a l a d y .

Li ly s e e me d  d e l i g h t e d  wi t h  h i m in hi s  f e m i n i n e  ro l e  
and s u gges t ed  he  k e e p  t he  c l o t h e s  she was go i ng  to g i ve  
away  for  h i m s e l f .  He co u l d  b e c o m e  he r  h o u s e k e e p e r  and 
c o m p a n i o n .

" I t  would  p r e v e n t  any u n f a v o r a b l e  t a l k  and look 
much  b e t t e r  for  me to h a v e  a " l a d y "  h o u s e k e e p e r . "

She t o l d  Eddi e  she was t h i n k i n g  of g i v i n g  up t he  
a p a r t m e n t ,  and b u y i n g  or r e n t i n g  a house  nea r  by.

Eddie  t h o u g h t  we l l  of  the  i d e a  and soon i t  was 
a r r a n g e d  for "Edd i e "  to l e a v e  and "Edi t h"  to t a k e  hi s  
p l a c e .

N e g o t i a t i o n s  were  m a d e  to buy a house  in S a n t a  
Mo n i c a  and Eddi e  or Edi th  as he had b e c o m e  was i n s t a l l e d  
as t he  h o u s e k e e p e r  and c o m p a n i o n .

He d i s c o v e r e d  he  had  some s k i l l  in i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i n g  
wh i ch  Li ly e n c o u r a g e d  and t hey  had a p l e a s a n t  t i m e  
wo r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  d e c o r a t i n g  the new h o m e .

Li ly h e l p e d  h i m in hi s  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  and showed him 
how to a p p e a r  mor e  f e m i n i n e  in t he  ma n n e r  he wore his 
c l o t h e s  and in hi s  a c t i o n s .  She s e e me d  to p r e f e r  Edi th 
to Eddie  and was mu c h  mor e  c o m p a n i o n a b l e  wi th her  
t h a n  she e v e r  had  b e e n  wi t h  Edd i e .  She i n t r o d u c e d  h i m 
e v e r y w h e r e  a m o n g  he r  f r i e n d s  as Ed i t h .  S i nc e  t hey  were  
a b o u t  t he  s ame  s i ze  Li ly a l l o we d  " Ed i t h"  to buy mos t  of 
t h e i r  c l o t h e s ,  and " Ed i t h"  was a b l e  to h a v e  some c o n t r o l  
on L i l y ’s pa s s i o n  for b u y i n g  c l o t h e s  t h a t  were  not  n e e d e d .

His succes s  in d e c o r a t i n g  the  new house  won h i m 
mu c h  p r a i s e  f r om L i l y ' s  f r i e nds ,  and soon he - as Edi th 
of  cou r s e  - was b e i n g  c o n s u l t e d  as an i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t o r .  
He was so s u c c e s s f u l  a t  i t ,  he was a b l e ,  wi th  Li l y ' s  
h e l p ,  to s e t  h i m s e l f  up in a bus i nes s  of hi s  own.  His 
c u s t o m e r s  we re  o f t e n  c o n f u s e d  to s o m e t i m e s  be co n s u l t i n g  
"Ed i t h"  and s o m e t i m e s  he r  b r o t h e r  " E d d i e " .  Bro t he r  4fld 
s i s t e r  c ou l d  n e v e r  be found t o g e t h e r !
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Li ly b e c a m e  mor e  i n t e r e s t e d  in Eddie*s i n t e r i o r  
d e c o r a t i n g  bus i ness  t han  h e r  work a t  t he  s t u d i o .  In a 
y e a r  or so a f t e r  t hey  had b e e n  l i v i n g  in t he  house  and 
the d e c o r a t i n g  bus i nes s  was we l l  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  she r e s i g n e d  
f rom the  s t ud i o  and j o i n e d  Ed d i e .  It  p r o v e d  to be a p r o s ­
perous  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  and t h e i r  bus i nes s  b e c a m e  known 
for  i t ’s s k i l l  and i n t e g r i t y .

They  a l so  b e c a m e  fond of  e a c h  o t he r ,  and were  
m a r r i e d .  Eddie  k e p t  up hi s  i m p e r s o n a t i o n  and a p p e a r e d  
e i t h e r  as a we l l  d res sed  l ady ,  or in his  own m a s c u l i n e  
ro l e ,  w h i c h e v e r  s e e me d  bes t  s u i t ed  for w h a t e v e r  p r o j e c t  
t hey  were  u n d e r t a k i n g .

S o m e t i m e s  he and Li ly a p p e a r e d  as m a l e  and f e m a l e  
bus iness  p a r t n e r s ,  whi ch  t hey  were ,  and s o m e t i m e s  i f  t he  
o c c a s i o n  s e e me d  to d e ma n d  i t ,  t h ey  we re  two women  in 
p a r t n e r s h i p .

They  had a g r e a t  d e a l  of p l e a s u r e  in e a c h  o t her s  
c o m p a n y ,  and the m a r r i a g e  p r ove d  to be a very  h a p p y  
one .  Under  t h e i r  m a n a g e m e n t  t he  d e c o r a t i n g  bus i nes s  
f l o u r i s h e d  and p r o s p e r e d ,  and the p a r t n e r s h i p  was very  
su cc e s s f u l  over  ma n y  y e a r s .

THE END
Evel yn  - 5-  P- 3

INEZSQUIBS.

TV song: "I'm just a bird in a girdled cage."

TV to wife: MI hope you don't mind, dear,
if I put on a girdle. It's such a hot day.** 1

When I cinch my middle 
As fashion models do,
I have a wasp-like waistline 
And disposition, too.
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'W o w  * * *

by J e a n n e  ( 5 6 - n - l )  FPE I

"The beauty of man lies in his strength. The 
strength of woman lies in her beauty”.
Here is my life story from as far back as two 

years old. Several Psychiatrists I went to a few 
years ago, all decided that my mother had wished for 
a girl before I was even born. They could not say 
though if it had any effect on my character. Any­
way, my mother must have been very deceived, because
I was born a boy. About my two first years, I don't 
remember a thing, of course. But from two or two 
and a half I do remember many things. I had long, 
curly blond hair and mother was very fond of it.
She used to tie a satin bow in it when we were alone 
in the house. At that early age, I was her doll 
and I got a lot of attention and caresses. I must 
have kept my long hair until three and a half or 
four.

One day my father, without saying anything to 
my mother, took me to the barber and had my hair 
cut, to another girlish style, called in those days 
"the square cut". It was normal in those days to 
give that girlish cut even to boys. When we arrived 
home, mother had a terrible shock. She started to 
cry and to scold my father for what he had done with­
out saying a word to her beforehand. I even remember 
her saying, nhe looked more beautiful before". It 
hurt me to hear my mother say that, and I was mad at 
my father to make mother cry for nothing. Maybe I 
wished for the first time then, to be more like a 
girl and to go back to my long hair as before.
Mother gave me less attention from then on. And I 
felt it with great sorrow.
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It could be that my life as a TV goes back as 
far as the age of four« At that age I had nobody 
around to play with, except two little sisters on 
the other side of the street; they were about my own 
age« A few times I went to play with them, but after 
a few moments, their mother came and told me to go 
home, that little boys were not supposed to play with 
little girls. Getting back home, I cried to mother. 
She used to tell me, "What can I do, you are a little 
boy and they are little girls". I firmly believe 
that in those moments, I wished to be a little girl, 
to be able to play with them and also to have more 
sympathy from mother.

Around the age of five or five and a half, father 
once more took me to the barber and this time I came 
back home with a brush cut. It was another shock 
for mother, more crying, and sad words with my father. 
Once more I realised that mother used to love me a 
lot more with a girlish look. From then on, atten­
tion and caresses from mother stopped completely.

One day an aunt of mine came home with her lit­
tle girl, and my mother took her in her arms and 
kissed her in front of me. I even remember her say­
ing to my aunt "how nice is a little girl?" I went 
into my room and cried my heart out. Then, I went 
to school like all others, but I was mum at times 
and I was also a dreamer.

One day, at age of ten, mother left me alone at 
home for about two hours, while she went shopping in 
town. On that day, I became a practicing TV for the 
first time. Once my mother was gone, I felt an irre­
sistible urge to go in her bedroom. There I saw on 
the chair her bloomers and her corset. I wanted 
with all my heart to try on her bloomers, and I did..
I felt so good that there is no word to describe the 
feelings I had. After a little while, I took them 
off, got into the corset, laced it solidly and put 
the bloomers back over the corset. I was the hap­
piest boy-girl in the world. Then, after parading
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around the house, I took them off, fearing mother 
would return, and I started to cry. In my subcon­
scious, the corset and bloomers were caresses and 
protection. Every opportunity that I had after that 
I used to repeat the same performance, adding a slip 
and the high heels.

Father was very strict, aggressive and even vio­
lent. I was of a sensitive nature and there was 
softness in me that was demanding to be expressed.
But father was asking me to be aggressive, to be \ 
ready for a fast decision at all times, so he sent 
my softness under ground. One thing I forgot to 
mention - at the age of six, one night I asked father 
for a kiss before going to bed. He pushed me away 
and gave me his hand instead, saying Mmen do not kiss 
each other." Once more I was frustrated and I never 
mentioned the word "kiss" again. He was a father 
but not a friend to me. I was living alone out of 
this world.

Father would humiliate me in front of others.
It seemed to me that he was afraid to take my part 
in front of others, boys or adults. When he would 
help me in my mathematics, he was impatient, and 
very severe. I used to fear him very much and it 
had a lot to do with my temper. When I did wrong 
in the day time, my mother would tell him at supper 
and I had a punishment coming. Even if it was against 
my nature, I became aggressive and violent like my 
father, being afraid to be gentle and quiet. I be­
lieve that is why I am still violent and aggressive 
today as a man. And to express my softness, I have 
to wear dresses, it being impossible to be soft and 
passive as a man.

At 15 I fell in love with a girl and the urge 
went underground. At 28 I got married after having 
served four years in the Army. I did not know then 
that it would come back after marriage, but it did.
For 15 years my wife tolerated me after I told her 
my feelings. Then after reading "The TV and His
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Wife11, she accepted me and even cooperated with my 
dressing up* Even though with our three children 
it is not always easy. I owe a lot to Virginia and 
her book and I thank her from the bottom of my heart.

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ * •> •> * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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THE PRICE IS GETTING DOWN TO 
WHERE ANYONE CAN AFFORD IT. 
WHY GO CLEAR TO CASABLANCA?
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The evening was warm and scented and the Season 
of the Jacaranda was at its zenith. In royal blue 
satin house-coat Dawn clattered out over the parquet 
and on to the patio where I was sitting. I noted 
with satisfaction that she bore in either hand a dry 
martini, the glasses already opaque with condensa­
tion. She handed me mine and then perched grace­
fully, an azalea on either side, on the low hollow 
wall out of which they were growing. Ten floors 
down the after-office traffic flowed along to the 
outer suburbs with a pleasant unobtrusive murmur..
It was all very relaxed, very civilized.

I set my drink down after the first apprecia­
tive sip, crossed my bare legs under my hostess- 
gown and looked up at Dawn. I was about to ask her 
when she thought we should dress for dinner and how 
she proposed we should spend the remainder of this 
lovely evening and then hesitated. She was gazing 
at me over the rim of her glass and her eyes told 
me this was not going to be any ordinary evening.
I was prepared to bet my new mink and the little 
Austin-Healey we shared that she had something cook­
ing - and it wasn't just the Cape Lobster we had 
planned for dinner.

Thoughtfully I contemplated the scarlet nails 
of my right hand and wondered how soon the immacu­
lately engineered proposition would emerge. I didn't 
have to wait long. "Honey" she said "while you were 
having your beauty-bath your little sister Dawn had 
a call!" and her eyes grew wide with that special 
synthetic innocence that seemed to fool everybody 
but me,. "A man, darling?" I said knowing damned
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well it could only be - her eyes don't sparkle like 
that over ordinary feminine telephone calls - they 
get coldly indifferent. “Mario" she replied and 
then went into her "gently-coaxing" routine. "Would 
you mind terribly if I skipped the lobster and left 
you alone tonight? Sophia's out of town and Mario 
wants me to hostess a small business dinner for him 
and then, after his tiresome guests have gone, talk 
over the dresses for the new Spring range." (Mario 
is a dress manufacturer Dawn is his favorite model).

I know when Dawn has made her mind up to go 
somewhere and I felt too luxuriously relaxed to at­
tempt to dissuade her anyway. She sensed my agree­
ment and went on "lets have your beautiful Big Sister 
act - come and help me prepare. I'll knock Mario 
and his visitors cold." Then she added firmly, "I'll 
have to be specially nice to Mario afterwards too - 
he mustn't stop thinking of me as the best girl in 
Johannesburg to work with and many of the models 
would give their eyes to have the deal I get."

I finished my Martini, picked up my wrap and 
together we went in from the patio to the big softly 
lighted bedroom we shared. She kicked off her bone- 
white sandals and tossed her house-coat to me to 
hang up in the closet. I noted with mild amusement 
that the bath had already been run and her white 
chiffon terrace dress was lying on the bed with the 
remainder of what she had chosen for Mario's delect­
ation - and that of his "visiting firemen". It was 
all scattered around in close company. Gold kid 
mules, matching gloves and handbag. Apparently on 
this warm evening she contemplated nothing else and 
that gown precluded the wearing of a bra anyway.' 
However I couldn't be too censorious about that 
dressed as I was at the moment; but then I wasn't 
planning to visit the apartment of a married man in 
the absence of his wife and to play hostess to a 
bunch of strangers who would probably be more than 
a little "high" by dinner time. However all that 
was Dawn's problem and I guessed she could handle 
it. Anyway I wasn't sure my thoughts were entirely
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clear of a tinge of envy and I'd always sworn both 
to Dawn and myself that there would never be any 
resentment of her popularity as a party attraction.
So far there never had been and living together 
would have been pretty impossible if there had.

I went into the bar poured two more Martinis, 
put an olive in Dawn's and drained mine at one go 
in a most un-ladylike fashion. When I went back to 
the bed-room she wasn't there so I wandered into the 
perfumed cloud that by now enshrouded the bathroom. 
She was luxuriating in a welter of foam and, as us­
ual, doing nothing about getting bathed. "Time's 
getting on.'" I reminded her and set to work on her 
with a king-size loofah while she went into action 
with a pearl-handled nailbrush. She stepped out of 
the bath and I handed her a large turkish towel which 
she tossed aside and stood there on the white sheep­
skin bath rug - a glistening, golden Aphrodite. I 
took the oil bottle from the shelf and slowly ann- 
ointed her sun-tanned body while she sipped her mar­
tini and munched contentedly at the olive.

"Mm."' she said, either at the drink or the mas­
sage and then went on ruminatively "So I'm walking 
out on my devoted sister - to say nothing of Lobster 
Thermidor and Chablis - hope you don't mind darling!"

I said I didn't and that I was sure the evening 
would be lovely. I meant it. I thought it would 
be productive for her too. My mind went back to her 
first similar night out after we set up house to­
gether in Johannesburg. She had gone off to the old 
Carlton Hotel to dine and dance with an American 
visitor who had been given her number by a mutual 
friend in New York and badly wanted what he called 
"real beautiful company" for the evening. It had 
indeed been a long evening and when I fell asleep 
at two o'clock the other bed was still empty. She 
later was reticent about her evening but from that 
occasion onward I became only too well aware of the 
expensive gifts - furs, jewellery, perfume and such-



that on every occasion either heralded or followed 
such expeditions. She insisted I share in them. My 
mink, two of my best gowns and a lot of my costume 
baubles and accessories were all tributes to the 
excellence of her company. Of course I had my own 
companions and amusing occasions too, but somehow 
I always seemed to get a bigger and specially vicar­
ious enjoyment from Dawn's glamourous adventures.

She stepped into her slippers, went into the 
bedroom and lay down - on her back - on the gilt 
chaise longue. She reached for a cigarette lit it 
and said "Do the necessary for me will you please 
darling?" I went to the bathroom cabinet, came back 
and did what she had asked. "Time for me to call 
your cab I think." I said and went out to the tele­
phone in the hall. The number was engaged and I 
came back to find Dawn nude save for her gold sandals 
stepping into her dress. "Nothing else?" I asked.

"To coin a phrase - NO!" she replied pointedly.
I left it at that and went back to the telephone 

and called the cab company again, this time success­
fully. "Radio link, please," I asked, and then told 
the radio operator to get Maurice in his cab for me. 
Maurice is Dawn's favourite taxi-driver - he owns 
the company but prefers driving to sitting in the 
office. "Maurice", I said when we were connected, 
"Dawn's got a date at Mario's place this evening - 
can you come round in a quarter of an hour and I'll 
have her out at the curb-side for you." His voice 
crackled back at me over the radio.

"So the older glamour-puss is going to have thé 
place to herself tonight. Guess I might drop around 
for a drink later on."

"Do that Maurice," I said "but not so much of 
the 'older' - there's only five years in it!"

He laughed and said, "yes and about 25 pounds."
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and went off the air.
I hung up and returned to the bedroom to find 

Dawn made-up as if for a modeling engagement and just 
settling an ash-blonde wig over her own short curls. 
She patted it here and there, gave the wig a few 
short bursts from a perfume spray and turned towards 
me wide-eyed and lips parted, inviting my approval. 
"Fabulous!” I said with sincerity and added "wouldn't 
be surprised if Mario has a little difficulty with 
one or more of his guest concerning the lovely Dawn!"

"Just leave that to me." was her laughing reply 
and pulling on her gold gloves she picked up hand­
bag and wrap and was suddenly gone in a cloud of 
"Miss Dior".

I felt, immediately, a little deflated. I 
poured a long iced drink, went out again on to the 
patio and looked down ten floors to the quiet square 
below. Maurice's cab, a fair head just discernible 
through the rear window was disappearing towards the 
area of the concrete jungle of Hillbrow that was 
graced by Mario's pent-house apartment.

The Lobster and Chablis behind or rather inside 
me I made my face up again with some care and awaited 
Maurice's arrival. When he showed-up around nine, 
my indigo mood was quickly dispelled by his racy 
account of the day's passengers - not excluding Dawn. 
"Holy Mother, Doll!" he said. "Whats got into that 
girl these days? Every time I drive her anywhere 
you can see in her face she's heading for the hay - 
is she nympho or something?"

I didn't want to answer that question - I wasn't 
even sure I knew - and talked rapidly about something 
else. The evening wore on pleasantly. About ten, 
Maurice suggested a cruise round town in his cab and 
I eagerly gathered up my furs and went down with him 
to the pavement where he shrouded the meter-flag 
with his glove, helped me into the back seat and
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lo w ered  th e  g l a s s  s c r e e n  so  t h a t  we c o u ld  t a lk  as we 
w e n t. F iv e  m in u te s  l a t e r  we w ere c r u i s in g  th ro u g h  
th e  summer e v e n in g  in  th e  maze o f  t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  and 
n eon  s ig n s  o f  downtown J o h a n n esb u rg .

We s to p p e d  fo r  a w h i le  and drank la g e r  in  th e  
op en  a t  w h at seem ed to  be an a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  
German b e e r - h a l l  and w here n o -o n e  seem ed to  f in d  
M a u r ice* s  d r iv e r * s  cap and my lo n g  d r e s s  and mink 
s t o l e  and odd c o m b in a t io n . At e l e v e n ,  c l im b in g  back  
up th e  h i l l  o u t  o f  town I  s a id  " M au rice , d r iv e  round  
p a s t  M ario * s p la c e  -  do you  mind?**

He tu r n e d  h i s  head  and g a v e  a l i t t l e  la u g h  
**Don*t t e l l  me y o u 'r e  w o r r ie d  a b o u t Dawn w ith  M ario -  
s u r e l y  n o t  a f t e r  a l l  h er  o th e r  a d v e n tu r e s !"

"No" I  s a i d ,  " n o th in g  l i k e  t h a t  -  I  j u s t  f e l t  
I* d  l i k e  to  s p e c u la t e  on how th e  e v e n in g 's  g o in g  fo r  
h e r ."  M a u rice  p a rk ed  a t  th e  c u r b - s id e  o p p o s i t e  
M a r io 's  a p a rtm en t b lo c k  and we lo o k e d  up to  th e  r o o f  
g a r d e n  s i l h o u e t t e d  a g a in s t  th e  p u r p le  n ig h t  sk y .
The o r n a m en ta l lam ps w ere a l l  o u t  e x c e p t  th e  b ig  
c e n t r a l  one a t  th e  f o o t  o f  w h ich  was w hat M ario c a l l ­
ed h i s  " C o n v e r s a t io n  P ie c e " ,  a le o p a r d - s k in  c o v e r e d  
d iv a n  w it h  a can op y  and m a sses  o f  c u s h io n s .  I  knew  
t h i s  m eant t h a t  d in n e r  was lo n g  o v e r  and th e  o th e r  
g u e s t s  w ould  h ave  b een  t a c t f u l l y  ch a sed  away to  t h e i r  
h o t e l .  M ario  was a p a s t - m a s t e r  a t  m aking i t  c l e a r  
when th e  t im e  had a r r iv e d  when he in te n d e d  to  be 
a lo n e  w it h  h i s  la d y  o f  th e  e v e n in g . I  sh o u ld  know -  
I ' v e  b een  among th e  " c h a se d -a w a y " .' By now Dawn 
w ould  p r o b a b ly  h ave  d is c a r d e d  h er  w h ite  c h i f f o n  gown 
f o r  one o f  S o p h ia 's  lo u n g in g  r o b e s  and th e y  w ould be 
r e c l i n i n g  th e r e  lo o k in g  up a t  th e  s t a r s  -  Dawn w ould  
be anyway! I  e n v ie d  h er  b u t was in  no way j e a l o u s .
My mind was q u i t e  c l e a r  on t h a t  p o in t .

M au rice  lo o k e d  a t  h i s  w a tch  and s a id  w ith  m ild  
c y n ic is m  "Good o ld  Dawn -  r i g h t  up to  s c h e d u le .  Can 
we go now, D o ll? "  We d ro v e  back  to  my p la c e  and I  
s a id  g o o d n ig h t  and w en t up a lo n e .  As I  p u t my k ey
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in  th e  door I  w ish e d  I ' d  a sk ed  M au rice  to  come up 
fo r  a n ig h t  cap and to y e d  w ith  th e  id e a  o f  c a l l i n g  
him  o v e r  th e  r a d io  and a s k in g  him  to  come b a ck . I  
d e c id e d  a g a in s t  i t  and tw e n ty  m in u te s  l a t e r ,  b a th e d ,  
p ow d ered , a box o f  c h o c o la t e s  a t  my e lb o w  and th e  
" T a tle r "  propped  a g a in s t  my k n e e s ,  I  was in  b ed .
V ery so o n  th e  in a n e  j u n k e t t in g s  o f  The E s ta b lis h m e n t  
p a l l e d  and I  l a i d  a s id e  th e  g l o s s y  m agazin e  and f e l l  
a s l e e p .

When I  awoke i t  was broad  d a y l ig h t  and Dawn was 
s l e e p in g  q u i e t l y  in  th e  o th e r  b ed . She d i d n ' t  wake 
as I  padded around in  n e g l ig e e  and s l i p p e r s  p r e p a r ­
in g  m y s e lf  f o r  th e  new d ay . I  c o u ld  h ea r  Mary our  
d a i l y  g i r l  p r e p a r in g  b r e a k f a s t  in  th e  k i t c h e n  and 
a lo n g s id e  my p la c e  in  th e  b r e a k fa s t -n o o k  when I  w en t  
in  was an e n v e lo p e  a d d r e sse d  to  me in  Dawn's d r a m a tic  
s c r a w l.  I  d i d n ' t  g e t  an im m ed iate  ch a n ce  to  op en  i t  
as Mary s t a r t e d  to  d i s c u s s  w ith  me some d o m e s t ic  
t r i v i a l i t y  w h ich  seem ed to  h er  a l l  im p o r ta n t . In  
f a c t  I  d i d n ' t  g e t  around to  o p e n in g  i t  u n t i l  I  was 
o u t  o f  th e  a p a rtm en t and on my way to  my d a i l y  round  
a t  th e  a d v e r t i s i n g  a g en cy  w here I  h a n d le  th e  perfum e  
and c o s m e t ic s  a c c o u n t s .  The l i f t  was a lo n g  tim e  
com ing up to  th e  t e n t h  f l o o r .

I n s id e  th e  e n v e lo p e  w ere two d r e s sm a k e r s ' b i l l s  
w h ich  had a n o te  a t t a c h e d ;  i t  s a id  " L a st n ig h t  was 
fa b u lo u s  -  a sk  E l la  to  p le a s e  pay t h e s e  h o r r o r s  fo r  
me to d a y , d a r l in g "  ( E l la  M urray i s  my p e r s o n a l  a s ­
s i s t a n t )  .

The l i f t  a r r iv e d  and as  I  s te p p e d  i n s i d e ;  th e  
l i f t - b o y  s h r i l l e d  h i s  u s u a l  " N ic e  m o rn in g , s i r . "  I  
s t u f f e d  th e  l e t t e r  in  my j a c k e t  p o c k e t ,  s t r a ig h t e n e d  
my t i e  in  th e  m irro r  and we w en t down to  a n o th e r  day  
o f  p r e t e n c e .

®
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by Inez (5-H-13) FPE

I t ' s  no lo n g e r  j u s t  th e  p erfu m es la b le d  
" sh a v e  lo t io n s * 1 t h a t  a re  borrow ed from  th e  g i r l s  -  
i t * s  th e  w h o le  w o rk s. The b oys h ave ta k e n  o v er  th e  
fe m a le  c o s tu m e , and c o in e d  a new word -  th e  s k i r t s u i t -  
f o r  th e  r e s u l t .  S k ir t s  have b een  a ro u n d , and adm ired  
by men f o r  some tim e  and now t h a t  s k i r t s  have d i s ­
a p p ea red  and b e e n  r e p la c e d  by p a n t s u i t s ,  men have  
a d o p ted  s k i r t s  to  p r e v e n t  t h i s  ty p e  o f  a t t i r e  from  
g o in g  i n t o  th e  lim b o  w it h  th e  Dodo b ir d .

T h is  s e a s o n ' s  t o t a l  c o o r d in a t io n  o f  s k i r t  and 
b lo u s e  h ave  made s k i r t s u i t s  th e  m ost p o p u la r  urban  
lo o k .  Worn w it h  h e e l s ,  makeup and p ro p er  w ig  th e  
s k i r t s u i t  g o e s  ev ery w h ere  -  e x c e p t  to  ch u rch . The 
w om en 's-w ear  t r a d e ,  m ea n w h ile , i s  n o t  u n a f f e c t e d .
Some s t o r e s  h ave p u t in  m en 's f i t t i n g  rooms in  th e  
l a d i e s  -wear d e p a r tm e n ts  f o r  men sh o p p ers  on th e  
p ro w l f o r  new f e r n - o u t f i t s  in  t h e s e  on ce  fe m in in e  
r e t r e a t s .

F in d in g  t h a t  207, o f  t h e i r  fe m in in e  M o lly  l i n e  
was b e in g  s o ld  to  men, one m a n u fa c tu rer  o f  w om en 's-  
w ear f o r t h w i t h  added h i s  now p o p u la r  M o lly  D o l ly .

True? W ell i t ' s  p o s s i b l e .  The r e v e r s e  c e r t a i n l y  
i s  tr u e  a s  r e p o r te d  by L i f e  M agazine (O c t. 7 , ' 6 6 . )

I t ' s  no lo n g e r  j u s t  th e  s h i r t  o f f  h i s  back  t h i s  
f a l l .  I t ' s  th e  w h o le  w o rk s. The g i r l s  have ta k en  
o v e r  th e  m ale c o s tu m e , sh o e  to p s  to  s h o u ld e r s ,  and 
c o in e d  a new word -  th e  p a n t s u i t  -  f o r  th e  r e s u l t .
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T r o u se r s  in  one torm  or a n o th e r  h ave b een  s e e n  around  
fo r  some t im e . B ut t h i s  s e a s o n * s  t o t a l  c o o r d in a t io n  
o f  p a n t s ,  j a c k e t ,  s h i r t  and t i e  h ave made t r o u s e r e d  
o u t f i t s  th e  m ost p o p u la r  young urban lo o k . Worn w ith  
s tu r d y  sh o e s  and l o t s  o f  lo n g  h a i r ,  th e  s u i t s  go e v e r y ­
w here -  e x c e p t  to  c h u rch . The m en 's-w ea r  t r a d e ,  
m ea n w h ile , i s  n o t  u n a f f e c t e d .  Some s t o r e s  h ave p u t  
in  la d ie s *  f i t t i n g  rooms in  th e  men’ s-w e a r  d ep a r tm en ts  
fo r  fe m in in e  sh o p p ers  on th e  p row l f o r  new o u t f i t s  
in  th e s e  o n ce  m a sc u lin e  r e t r e a t s .  F in d in g  t h a t  20% 
o f  t h e i r  m o d -in sp ir e d  B r o l ly  l i n e  ( L i f e ,  May 13) was 
b e in g  s o ld  t o  g i r l s ,  M cG reg o r-D o n ig er , th e  m en*s- 
w ear m a n u fa c tu r e r , f o r t h w it h  added a B r o l ly  D o l ly .
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Dear V ir g in ia ,

My f i r s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d r e s s in g  was a t  a g e  
n in e  or te n  w ith  my m others d r e s s e s ,  h ig h  h e e l s  and 
s t o c k i n g s .  W h ile  my p a r e n ts  found t h i s  am using  a t  
f i r s t  i t  so o n  became a s o u r c e  o f  i r r i t a t i o n  to  my 
f a t h e r ,  who a f t e r  a h a l f  d o zen  su c h  i n c i d e n t s ,  f o r ­
bade any fu r t h e r  " n o n se n se ” . T hat f i r s t  s t e r n  r e p ­
rim and l e f t  a f e e l i n g  o f  shame e s p e c i a l l y  a s  I  w anted  
to  c o n t in u e  d r e s s in g  as a g i r l .  T h is  f e e l i n g  o f  
shame grew  in  th e  y e a r s  t h a t  fo l lo w e d  u n t i l  a s a 
t e e n -a g e r  I  c o u ld  n o t b ear  to  s e e  my r e f l e c t i o n  in  
m irro rs  or s t o r e  w in d ow s. A fr a id  to  make f r ie n d s  
who m igh t d is c o v e r  my t e r r i b l e  s e c r e t ,  I  k e p t  to  my­
s e l f  b u t s t i l l  d r e s s e d  in  my s i s t e r s  c l o t h i n g  a t  
e v e r y  o p p o r t u n it y ,  a lth o u g h  d e s p i s in g  m y s e lf  f o r  i t .

A t a g e  15 my p a r e n ts  found me sem i c o n s c io u s  on  
th e  k i t c h e n  f l o o r  in  g r e a t  p a in .  From t h a t  tim e on  
fo r  a p e r io d  o f  o v e r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  I  s u f f e r e d  from  
m ig r a in e  h e a d a c h e s , some s o  s e v e r e  a s  t o  d i s t o r t e  my 
v i s i o n  and b e c a u se  o f  a r o a r in g  sound i n  my head my 
h e a r in g  a l s o  grew  dim  or  fa d ed  c o m p le t e ly .  Over 
th e  y e a r s  I  saw  many d o c t o r s ,  had c o m p le te  ex a m i­
n a t io n s ,  was x - r a y e d , g iv e n  i n j e c t i o n s ,  s h o r t  wave 
th e r a p y , m assage and d ru gs t h a t  k e p t  me in  a h a l f  
awake and o f t e n t im e s  i n d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  tow ard s  
my s u r r o u n d in g s . The s e v e r e  a t t a c k s  a s  d e s c r ib e d  
ab ove w ere sp a ced  a t  i n t e r v a l s  o f  fo u r  o r  f i v e  p er  
w eek , and la s t e d  s i x  to  t e n  d a y s . The l e s s e r  v a r i ­
e t y  (bad en ou gh ) a llo w e d  me to  c a r r y  on e v e r y d a y  
a c t i v i t i e s  b u t a lw a y s  w it h  a p ou n d in g  in  my head  
t h a t  made my d i s p o s i t i o n  a n y th in g  b u t s w e e t .  As I
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grew  o ld e r  th e  a b i l i t y  to  bounce back  a f t e r  t h e s e  
a t t a c k s  becam e more d i f f i c u l t  and I  c o u ld  o n ly  lo o k  
to  th e  fu tu r e  w it h  more a p p r e h e n s io n  th a n  h op e .
S t i l l  when my w if e  and my two d a u g h te r s  w ere a t  a 
m ovie or sh o p p in g  I  w ould  ta k e  a box o f  c lo t h in g  
from  th e  c a r  tru n k  and fo r  a few  h ou rs I  co u ld  d r e s s  
s im p ly  and rem eber how i t  f e l t  to  be c o n t e n t e d .  I  
s t i l l  lo n g e d  to  d r e s s  c o m p le t e ly ,  w ig , m ake-up and 
a l l  b u t  a s  th e  p e r io d s  fo r  d r e s s in g  w ere sp a c e d  a 
month or  two a p a r t  I  d i d n ' t  a t te m p t to  a cc u m u la te  a 
w ard ro b e .

Then l a s t  s p r in g  I  h eard  th e  l a s t  f i v e  m in u tes  
o f  th e  J e r r y  W illia m s  r a d io  program  w it h  V ir g in ia  
as g u e s t .  H aving h eard  enough  to  s t a r t  my h e a r t  
th u m p in g , I  w r o te  to  C h e v a l ie r  P u b l ic a t io n s  and you  
ca n  g u e s s  th e  r e s t .  The in t r o d u c t io n  to  TRANSVESTIA, 
a p p l i c a t i o n  and a c c e p ta n c e  i n t o  FPE. D a tin g  from  
th e  day o f  my f i r s t  l e t t e r  to  V i r g i n i a ,  th e  m ig r a in e s  
c e a s e d .  What t h i s  means to  me and my fa m ily  can  n o t  
be p u t in t o  w o r d s . F o llo w in g  my m em bership i n  FPE 
I  t o ld  my GG o f  my p a s t  TVism , TRANSVESTIA, th e  w h o le  
b i t .  She tu rn ed  o u t  to  be an  A+ and i n s i s t s  on  h e lp ­
in g  me i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  w ay. A f t e r  t e l l i n g  our fam­
i l y  M.D. o f  my c u r e  o f  m ig r a in e  he a d v is e d  th e y  may 
r e t u r n  a t  an y  t im e , b u t my GG and I  know d i f f e r e n t l y .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C h ery l

D ear V i r g i n i a ,

My husband and I  have b een  m a rried  fo r  f i f t e e n  
y e a r s ,  o r  p erh a p s I  s h o u ld  s a y  I  have p u t up w ith  
him  fo r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  b e c a u se  t h a t  w ould  be a more 
a c c u r a te  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  our l i f e  t o g e t h e r .  H is  d i s ­
p o s i t i o n  b e c a u se  o f  c o n s t a n t  h ea d a ch es  was so  bad 
t h a t  my two d a u g h te r s  and I  w ere g la d  when he l e f t
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fo r  w ork . I  d read ed  w eek -en d s b e c a u se  he was u s u a l ly  
home w h ich  p u t e v e r y o n e  on e d g e . My d o c to r  p r e ­
s c r ib e d  n e r v e  m e d ic in e  fo r  me and c o u ld n f t  u n d e r ­
s ta n d  w hat le a d  to  my N ervou s C o n d it io n .

Now t h a t  Len has fou n d  FPE h i s  h e a d a c h e s  have  
d is a p p e a r e d  and th e  im provem ent in  h i s  tem perm ent 
has g r e a t l y  changed  our l i v e s  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C h e r y l ' s  GG, Wilma 
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The f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r s  a r e  a few  t h a t  h ave  come 
from  some u n d e r s ta n d in g  GGs. . . .E d .

D ear V ir g in ia :

One day when I  was c le a n in g  our a p a r tm en t I  
happened to  be c le a n in g  my h u sb a n d 's  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  
d r e s s e r  and I  found  a d r e s s .  I t  was a p in k  s h i r t ­
w a is t  w ith  a f u l l  s k i r t  and w h it e  b u t to n s  and b e l t .
I  a sk ed  my husband w hat t h i s  d r e s s  was a o in g  i n  h i s  
d r e s s e r  and he p r o c e e d e d  t o  t e l l  me i t  b e lo n g e d  to  
one o f  h i s  g i r l f r i e n d ' s .  ( I t  seem s s h e  had f o r g o t t e n  
i t . )  T hat same day I  found  a c o a t  b u t  I  d i d n ' t  
b o th e r  to  l e t  i t  w orry  me ( t o o  n a i v e ) .

Then I  found  a p a ir  o f  s h o e s  n o t  v e r y  a t t r a c t ­
iv e  b u t th e y  had h e e l s  on them . I  w o u ld n 't  h ave  
th o u g h t a n y th in g  a b o u t i t  b u t  th e y  w ere  s i z e  12!
T h is  to  me seem ed a l i t t l e  f a r  o u t  f o r  th e  s i z e  o f  
a g i r l ' s  f o o t .

So I  t o ld  my husband a b o u t my d i s c o v e r y  and he 
th en  b egan  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  he had b e t t e r  t e l l  th e  
t r u t h .
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When I  f i r s t  h eard  th e  s t o r y  I  c o u ld  h a r d ly  
b e l i e v e  my e a r s ,  b e c a u se  you s e e  V i r g i n i a ,  t o  t e l l  
th e  t r u t h ,  my m other n e v e r  b o th e r e d  to  t e l l  me a n y ­
th in g  a b o u t s e x ,  o n ly  t h a t  a g i r l  b e g in s  to  m ens­
t r u a t e  when sh e  i s  i n  h er  e a r ly  t e e n s ,  and v e r y  
b a s i c  f a c t s  o f  fe m in in e  h y g ie n e .  I  w a sn ’ t  e v e n  v e r y  
u p s e t  b e c a u s e  I  j u s t  d id  n o t  know or  u n d e r s ta n d .

A few  m onths l a t e r  my husband p u t on th o s e  sh o e s  
and th e  r e a l  p in k  d r e s s .  I  was a l i t t l e  sh o ck ed  b u t  
I  d i d n ' t  w an t to  h u r t  h i s  f e e l i n g s  s o  I  d id  n o t  
b o th e r  to  t e l l  him  how I  f e l t .

We h ave b e e n  m arr ied  a y e a r  and fo u r  m onths and 
I  h ave le a r n e d  a l o t  from  my h u sb an d . You s e e ,  
l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  he t r i e d  on t h in g s  and had me buy 
p a n t i e s ,  b ra  w it h  p a d d in g , s l i p ,  s t o c k i n g s ,  g a r t e r  
b e l t ,  a d r e s s  and a s k i r t  and b lo u s e .  Oh, I  made 
him  g e t  r id  o f  t h o s e  t e r r i b l e  s h o e s  and b ou gh t him  
a p a ir  o f  b la c k  p a t e n t  l e a t h e r  s p ik e  h e e l s .

I  t h in k  i t  was good  f o r  him  to  r e a l i z e  t h a t  he 
s h o u ld  t e l l  me a s  so o n  a s  he d id  in s t e a d  o f  my b e in g  
s o  t o t a l l y  sh o c k e d  l i k e  some o f  th e  women you d e ­
s c r i b e  and h ave l e t t e r s  from  in  you r b ook . I  d o n ’ t  
b e l i e v e  I  c o u ld  h ave b een  s o  hard b e c a u se  I  f e e l  
t h a t  my husband and I  lo v e  e a c h  o th e r  v e r y  much and 
k eep  no s e c r e t s  from  e a c h  o t h e r .

When we s t a r t e d  h u n tin g  f o r  any ty p e  o f  l i t e r ­
a tu r e  on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  TVism we r e a l i z e d  t h a t  we 
w ere n o t  th e  o n ly  p e o p le  w ith  t h i s  same prob lem  to  
s o l v e .  One day we happened to  buy th e  INSIDER n ew s­
p a p er  i n  w h ich  you r a r t i c l e  was p u b l is h e d . T h e r e ­
f o r e  we im m e d ia te ly  s e n t  f o r  th e  b ook . We a r e  b o th  
v e r y  happy w ith  i t  and I  know I  u n d e r sta n d  my h u s ­
band much b e t t e r .

Would you  p le a s e  l e t  us know i f  th e r e  a r e  any  
o t h e r  c o u p le s  in  th e  a r e a  o f  a hundred m i l e s .  What 
I  mean i s  t h a t  I  h ave found  t h a t  by h a v in g  my husband  
w it h  o t h e r  p e o p le  he b e g in s  t o  r e la x  and maybe i f  he 
found  p e o p le  l i k e  us he w ould  be e v e n  h a p p ie r .
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I  have found  t h a t  by h e lp in g  my husband in  t h i s  
m a tte r  in s t e a d  o f  d e g r a d in g  h im , i t  has made us much 
c l o s e r  t o g e t h e r  and we have a h a p p ie r  l i f e  t o g e t h e r ,  
b o th  in  and o u t  o f  th e  bedroom .

What I  mean i s  t h a t  I  have found t h a t  by h a v in g  
my husband becom e my g i r l f r i e n d  when a t  hom e, he i s  
more lo v in g  to  me and he seem s to  be in  p u re e c s t a s y .

V ery  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

E d ith  (M r s .)

E d ito r s  N o te : The f o l lo w in g  l e t t e r  i s  r e p r in t e d
h e r e  to  do honor t o  th e  young la d y  who w r o te  i t .  I  
was so  im p r e sse d  w ith  th e  f a c t  t h a t  sh e  lo v e s  h er  
man so  much t h a t  w hat makes him  happy i s  more im ­
p o r ta n t  to  h er  th a n  im a g e s , e x p e c t a t io n s  and a l l  th e  
s o c i a l  b a lo n e y  t h a t  m o t iv a t e s  and c o n t r o l s  s o  many 
p e o p le .  My c o n g r a t u la t io n s  to  h e r . V ir g in ia

D ear V i r g i n i a ,

Som etim e ago  I  h eard  o f  you r new book e n t i t l e d  
MThe T r a n s v e s t i t e  and H is W ife" . I  am to  becom e 
m arried  t o  a t r a n s v e s t i t e  v e r y  s h o r t l y  and I  do w ant 
to  read  t h i s .  However I  h ave b een  u n a b le  t o  f in d  i t  
an yw h ere .

Would i t  be p o s s i b l e  f o r  you to  sen d  me a cop y  
C .O .D . o r  to  l e t  me know th e  c o s t ,  s o  t h a t  I  may 
o r d e r  i t .

I  w ould  a l s o  a p p r e c ia t e  th e  names and a u th o r s  
o f  any o th e r  b o o k s , or  any o th e r  in fo r m a t io n  t h a t  
you f e e l  w i l l  h e lp  me to  u n d e r sta n d  more o f  w hat i s  
e x p e c te d  o f  me -  s o  t h a t  I  may in  tu r n ,  h e lp  som eone  
who means th e  w o r ld  to  me.

S i n c e r e l y ,  J a n e t
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D ear V i r g i n i a ,

J u s t  a b u t 2 m onths a f t e r  w e ’d b een  m arried  my 
husband b r o u g h t home a p a ir  o f  h ig h  h e e le d  sh o e s  and 
t o ld  me he in te n d e d  to  w ear them . He c o u ld n ' t  u n d er ­
s ta n d  why I  d i d n ' t  o b j e c t  and s a id  h e 'd  e x p e c te d  me 
t o .  I  e x p la in e d  t h a t  my f a t h e r  a lw a y s  had an e x tr a  
p a ir  o f  ru b b er  h e e l s  added to  th e  l e a t h e r  h e e l s  on  
a new p a ir  o f  s h o e s  a s th e  h ig h e r  h e e l s  r e s t e d  h is  
f e e t .  And b e s id e s  t h a t ,  I  c o u ld n ' t  s e e  a n y th in g  
w rong w it h  i t ,  s o  th e r e  was n o th in g  to  o b j e c t  t o .
Then I  found  my husband e n jo y e d  w e a r in g  d r e s s e s  a lo n g  
w it h  h i s  h ig h  h e e l s  and he was s u r p r is e d  a g a in  t h a t  
I  had no o b j e c t i o n s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  I  know how n ic e  i t  
f e e l s  to  d r e s s  up and i f  a man happens to  e n jo y  i t  
i t  seem s more o r  l e s s  n a t u r a l  to  do s o .

But t h e r e  w ere  p rob lem s c o n n e c te d  w ith  c r o s s  - 
d r e s s in g  t h a t  we had n o t  c o n s id e r e d .  P roblem s su ch  
a s  th e  r e a s o n , w h at to  t e l l  th e  n e ig h b o r s ,  and a 
m yriad  o f  o t h e r s .  So we d e c id e d  to  k eep  i t  a s e c r e t  
u n t i l  we le a r n e d  w hat we w ere d e a l in g  w ith  and we 
s e t  o u t  to  l e a r n  a l l  we c o u ld  on th e  s u b j e c t .  T here  
fo l lo w e d  a lo n g  s e r i e s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e s  w ith  f r ie n d s  
and n e ig h b o r s  t h a t  m ig h t have b een  c o m ic a l had we 
n o t  b een  a f r a id  o f  th e  c o n se q u e n c e s  o f  d is c o v e r y .
And our r e s e a r c h e s  had le d  us up a l l  s o r t s  o f  b l in d  
a l l e y s .  My husband p a id  b ig  p r i c e s  fo r  b o o k s , mag­
a z i n e s ,  e t c .  t h a t  p u r p o r te d  to  be in fo r m a t iv e  b u t ,  
when unw rapped, o n ly  added to  th e  c o n f u s io n .  A t 
t im e s  my husband e v e n  s u g g e s te d  d iv o r c e  a s a way 
o u t  o f  th e  dilem m a f o r  me. I  t o ld  him  i t  was as  
much a p a r t  o f  my l i f e  a s  i t  was h i s  and we w ould  
f in d  th e  an sw er t o g e t h e r .

T hen , s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a g o , he found th e  answ er to  
a l l  ou r q u e s t io n s  i n  th e  p u b l i c a t io n  c a l l e d  TRANS- 
VESTIA. And new q u e s t io n s  a r o s e  a s  th e  o ld  on es  
w ere a n sw e r e d . Now he knew he was n o t  a lo n e ,  b u t  
w h ere w ere th e  o t h e r s ?  He was n o t  " q u eer" , a s  h e 'd  
th o u g h t  he m ig h t b e , b u t w hat w ould  o th e r s  th in k ?  
T h ose and o th e r  q u e s t io n s  have b een  an sw ered  s in c e
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L inda J ea n  becam e a member o f  th e  f a m ily .  More and 
more p e o p le  a r e  l e a r n in g  a b o u t h e r , and i t  i s  a r e a l  
p le a s u r e  to  s e e  h er  e y e s  s p a r k le  and th e  f l u s h  o f  
p le a s u r e  on h er  c h e e k s  when som eone co m p lim en ts  h er  
on h er  a p p ea ra n ce  and d r e s s .  The p le a s u r e  i s  tw o­
f o ld  when sh e  i s  w e a r in g  so m e th in g  sh e  has made h e r ­
s e l f .  S h e 's  q u i t e  proud o f  h er  a b i l i t y  a s  a seam ­
s t r e s s .

To th o s e  who may t h in k ,  from  th e  s ta te m e n ts  I  
have made t h a t  i t  has b een  e a s y  fo r  u s ,  I  m ust s a y  
t h a t  in  some ways i t  has n o t .  My husband u sed  to  
be i r r i t a b l e  and n erv o u s and a t  t im e s  I  had to  b ea r  
th e  b ru n t o f  h i s  a n g e r . He a lw a y s  a p o lo g iz e d  a f t e r ­
ward and I  c o u ld  u n d ersta n d  h i s  r e a s o n s  f o r  b e in g  
u p s e t ,  b u t i t  h u r t  n e v e r t h e l e s s .  I  th o u g h t many 
t im e s  t h a t  i f  he d id  n o t  ch an ge I  c o u ld  n o t  go  on  
l i v i n g  w ith  him . We have L inda to  th an k  fo r  g iv in g  
him a new o u t lo o k  on l i f e .  And now he u n d e r s ta n d s  
b e t t e r  th an  m ost husbands th e  r e a s o n s  b eh in d  fe m in in e  
b e h a v io r . In  my o p in io n  t r a n s v e s t i s m  has b een  a 
Godsend fo r  u s .  And one o f  th e  m ost s u r p r i s in g  a s ­
p e c t s  o f  i t  has b een  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  p u b l ic  r e l a t i o n s .  
L inda u sed  to  f e e l  s h e 'd  be p e r s e c u te d  by anyone who 
found o u t a b o u t h e r . But sh e  b egan  t e l l i n g  a b o u t  
h e r s e l f  and th o s e  sh e  t o ld  w ere o n ly  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  
o th e r s  w ould  m isu n d e r s ta n d .

I  d o n ' t  know t h a t  w hat I  have s a id  h e r e  w i l l  be 
o f  any h e lp ,  b u t I  s i n c e r e l y  hope i t  w i l l .  T here i s  
enough m isu n d e r s ta n d in g  in  th e  w o r ld  and i t  w ould  
make me q u i t e  happy to  th in k  t h a t  my s ta te m e n ts  have  
h e lp e d  som eone to  p e a c e  o f  m ind. T here a r e  p e o p le  
in  t h i s  w o rld  who c a r e .  I t ' s  up t o  e a c h  o f  us to  
f in d  them . To th o s e  who f e a r  th e  unknown, a l l  I  can  
sa y  i s  ta k e  c o u ra g e  and fa c e  i t .  You may l i k e  w hat 
you f in d .  And to  o th e r  w iv e s  may I  s a y  t h a t  you  
c a n ' t  r e a l i z e  how much more you r fe m in in e  l i f e  can  
mean to  you i f  you a r e  w i l l i n g  to  sh a r e  i t  w ith  
you r husband . H is fe m in in e  s e l f  i s  p r o b a b ly  a s w e e t ,  
g e n t l e  p e r so n  y o u 'd  be proud to  know. I  am.

S i n c e r e l y ,
L in d a J e a n 's  w i f e ,J u a n i t a
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H e llo  V ir g in ia :

F i r s t  I  w i l l  t e l l  you  I  am a w i f e  o f  a  TV in  
c e n t r a l  New Y ork .

My husband h a s b een  d r e s s in g  s i n c e  he was a b o y , 
b u t  I  d id n * t  know a b o u t i t  a t  th e  t im e  we m arried  nor  
f o r  some tim e  a f t e r  t h a t .  One day w h i le  g o in g  th ru  
th e  f i l e  c a b in e t  f o r  my d a u g h te r * s  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  
I  came a c r o s s  some s l i d e s .  Knowing t h a t  we k e p t  a l l  
s l i d e s  and f i lm s  i n  a  c e r t a i n  c a b i n e t ,  I  became c u r ­
io u s  a s  to  why s l i d e s  w ould  be i n  th e  f i l e  c a b in e t .

B ein g  a woman, my c u r i o s i t y  g o t  th e  b e s t  o f  me 
s o  I  came b ack  u p s t a i r s  and g o t  th e  v ie w  f in d e r .
W ell b e l i e v e  me, w hat I  saw  was enough  to  p u t me in  
sh o c k  f o r  som e t im e .

When I  g o t  h o ld  o f  m y s e l f ,  I  t o ld  my husband we 
had to  s i t  down and t a l k ,  w h ich  o f  c o u r s e  we d id .

I  r e a l i z e d  how my husband h a s  f e l t  a b o u t fe m in ­
in e  c l o t h i n g  and he r e a l l y  e n jo y s  w e a r in g  them , so  
how c o u ld  I  deny him  t h a t  b i t  o f  p le a s u r e  and r e l a x ­
a t i o n  when he w orks hard and i s  su c h  a good p r o v id e r  
f o r  b o th  my d a u g h te r  and I .

When my d a u g h te r  was home my husband was c a r e f u l  
when he d r e s s e d ,  a s  my d a u g h te r  d id n * t  u n d ersta n d  and  
o n ly  w anted  h e r  f a t h e r  a s  a  man, s o  we l e t  i t  go  a t  
t h a t .

My h u sb an d s name was W illia m  s o  he p ic k e d  Wilma 
a s  h i s  fe m in in e  nam e. W ell Wilma w r o te  to  q u i t e  a 
few  TVs and ex ch a n g ed  p i c t u r e s  and l e t t e r s ,  w h ich  I  
e n jo y e d  r e a d in g  m y s e lf  and lo o k in g  a t  t h e i r  p i c t u r e s .  
O c c a s io n a l ly  I  w r o te  them  a few  p a g e s  on  woman t a l k  
and found  th e y  a c c e p te d  me a s  a f r ie n d  a l s o .
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When Wilma and I  s a t  down on w eek e n d s , I  u sed  
to  make th e  rem ark t h a t  i t  was to o  bad t h e r e  w e r e n 't  
more TVs around so  th e y  c o u ld  have a s m a ll  grou p  to  
g a th e r  o n ce  o r  tw ic e  a m onth to  t a l k  and d r e s s .

I  had m en tion ed  to  Wilma t h a t  a f t e r  our d a u g h te r  
was m arried  we c o u ld  u se  our home f o r  th e  g a t h e r in g .  
In  th e  m eantim e when Wilma w r o te  t o  h er  TV f r ie n d s  
h e r e  in  c e n t r a l  New Y ork , sh e  ta lk e d  a b o u t form in g  
a c h a p te r  h e r e  and t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  was w o n d e r fu l. Of 
c o u r se  some o f  them  a r e n ' t  a s  lu c k y  a s  W ilm a, a s  
t h e i r  w iv e s  d o n ' t  ta k e  th e  same v ie w  a s  I  do a b o u t  
TVs.

I  am happy to  s a y  my d a u g h te r  d id  g e t  m a r r ie d .
We had a b e a u t i f u l  w adding f o r  h e r ,  and a t  th e  sam e 
tim e i t  became a new l i f e  fo r  W ilm a. I t  m eant when  
Wilma d r e s s e d  sh e  d i d n ' t  have to  h id e  b e c a u se  ou r  
d a u g h ter  w ould  be com ing home.

W ell i t ' s  j u s t  a b o u t a month now and I  am v e r y  
happy to  sa y  t h a t  Wilma and h er  TV f r ie n d s  d id  g e t  
th e  ch an ce  to  g e t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a w eek end h e r e  in  
our home. They have a p o s s i b l e  10 TVs from  C e n tr a l  
New Y ork.

T h is  p a s t  w eek end I  cook ed  a ham d in n e r  fo r  
W ilm a, E la in e ,  B e t t y ,  R i t a ,  L in d a  and I r e n e .  They 
d r e s s e d ,  e t c .  and ta lk e d  and th e y  w ere  a l l  e n th u se d  
a b o u t form in g  t h e i r  new c h a p t e r .

I  m y s e lf  e n jo y e d  t a lk in g  w ith  them  and am g la d  
to  be a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  g ro u p .

They s ta y e d  a t  a l o c a l  M o te l n ea r  ou r home and 
had t h e i r  Sunday tu r k e y  d in n e r  h e r e  a l s o .  I  c e r t a i n l y  
d o n 't  mind c o o k in g  fo r  them , and I  am g o in g  t o  make 
my d a u g h te r 's  room o v er  i n t o  a d r e s s in g  room w it h  a 
f u l l  le n g t h  m irro r  on th e  w a l l  and a v a n i t y  t a b le  s o  
th e y  w i l l  have a room t o  ch an ge  in  and a m ir r o r  b ig  
enough to  s e e  w hat th e y  lo o k  l i k e .  I ' l l  a l s o  p u t i n
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a r a c k  w here th e y  ca n  hang t h e i r  c l o t h e s  and k eep  
e v e r y t h in g  t o g e t h e r .

I t  has o n ly  b een  a w eek s i n c e  th e y  have b een  
h e r e ,  and I  have a lr e a d y  r e c e iv e d  l e t t e r s  and phone 
c a l l s  t e l l i n g  me how much th e y  e n jo y e d  t h e m s e lv e s .
I  c e r t a i n l y  d id  my b e s t  to  make them  f e e l  a t  e a s e .

L inda w as th e  n e w e s t  TV to  j o i n  th e  g ro u p . I  
w en t sh o p p in g  w it h  h er  and s h e  had a  c o m p le te  o u t f i t  
when we g o t  b ack  hom e. I  h e lp e d  h er  w ith  h er  make­
up and l e t  h er  u s e  on e o f  W ilm a's w ig s .  Of c o u r s e  
l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  TVs a f t e r  sh e  g o t  th e  f e e l  o f  th e  
s o f t  fe m in in e  c l o t h i n g ,  s h e  day dream ed a l l  th e  way 
back  home Sunday e v e n in g .  She w ould  l i k e  s o  much 
f o r  h er  w i f e  to  u n d e r s ta n d  h er  d e s i r e s  a s  L in d a , b u t  
c a n ' t  seem  t o  b rea k  th r o u g h . I  o n ly  w is h  th e r e  was 
some way t h a t  I  c o u ld  h e lp  h e r ,  b u t I  m y s e lf  d o n 't  
th in k  any am ount o f  l e t t e r  w r i t in g  w ould  h e lp .  I  
know I  c o u ld n ' t  e x p r e s s  my f e e l i n g s  on  p ap er a s  w e l l  
a s  I  c o u ld  t a l k .

I  am norm al i n  e v e r y  r e s p e c t  a s  a woman, I  work  
h a r d , k eep  a c l e a n  home and e n jo y  my s p o r t s  and 
d a n c in g  l i k e  a l l  o t h e r  women. I  g e t  so  much p le a s u r e  
o u t  o f  s e e in g  my husband do w hat he l i k e s  and e n jo y s  
i n  TV l i f e  and y e t  know he i s  v e r y  much a man i n  our  
lo v e  l i f e ,  and s e x .  I  am v e r y  c l o s e  t o  my husband  
i n  b o th  r e s p e c t s ,  a s  h i s  w i f e  and a s  h i s  TV s i s t e r .

T here i s  a grou p  o f  10 TVs and t h e i r  w iv e s  h ere  
in  o u r  c i t y  who m eet o n ce  a m onth ta k in g  tu r n s  in  
t h e i r  hom es. I t  i s  q u i t e  an  e x c l u s i v e  group and th e y  
a r e  n o t  op en  f o r  an y new TVs. They c o n s i s t  o f  P o s t a l  
e m p lo y e e 's ,  B a n k e r s , and some o f  them  a r e  i n  p o l i t i c s .  
I  know a b o u t them  th r u  th e  one TV a s  I  u sed  t o  go  
w it h  him  20  som e y e a r s  a g o , b e fo r e  I  m et and m arried  
W ilm a. The fu n n y  p a r t  i s  I  d i d n ' t  know he was a TV 
th e n .  I  a sk ed  him  i f  th e y  e v e r  had a n  o p e n in g  in  
t h e i r  group  to  g e t  Wilma i n .  They h ave  a l o t  o f  fu n , 
th e y  d r in k , e a t ,  t a l k  e t c .  Som etim es th e y  p la y  card  
gam es su c h  a s  M ic h ig a n  Rummy. S in c e  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s
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a r e  i n  th e  h ig h e r  r a n k s * I  ca n  s e e  why th e y  a r e  c a r e ­
f u l  whom th e y  h ave in  t h e i r  g r o u p . W ell*  maybe some 
day we w i l l  be i n  t h a t  g r o u p .

Knowing th e  fu n  th e y  h ave I  am m ost a n x io u s  f o r  
Wilma and h er  RV f r ie n d s  t o  make up a  good  c h a p t e r ,  
a lth o u g h  none o f  th e  o th e r  TV 's w iv e s  w i l l  l e t  them  
d r e s s  a t  home a s  I  do W ilm a.

The g i r l s  to o k  q u i t e  a  few  p i c t u r e s  h e r e  o v e r  
th e  w eek e n d . Changed from  on e o u t f i t  t o  a n o th e r  
and you  c o u ld  s e e  from  th e  g lea m  i n  t h e i r  e y e s ,  t h a t  
th e y  w ere r e a l l y  e n jo y in g  t h e m s e lv e s .

I  r e a l l y  d o n ' t  know i f  i t  i s  r i g h t  f o r  me to  
w r i t e  y o u , b u t  I  f e l t  p erh a p s you  c o u ld  h e lp  some 
o th e r  TVs come o u t  o f  h id in g  and do w hat th e y  h ave  
b een  lo n g in g  to  do b u t c o u ld n ' t  f in d  th e  r i g h t  t im e  
or p la c e  to  do i t .  I  th in k  t h e s e  g a l s  d e s e r v e e a  
b reak  and you  a r e  th e  one who c o u ld  h e lp  them  by  
g iv in g  them a w r i t e  up i n  you r  m a g a zin e  s o  o t h e r  T Vs 
from  our C e n tr a l  New York a r e a  c a n  rea d  a b o u t  them  
and p erh a p s some day j o i n  them .

They w ould  be a b l e  to  s t a y  a t  a  l o c a l  m o te l and  
th e n  come h e r e  f o r  m ea ls  and d r e s s i n g .  The c h a p te r  
w i l l  make up a c h a r t  a s  to  w hat i t  w ou ld  c o s t  a  TV 
fo r  a w eek end and hope t o  m eet a t  l e a s t  o n ce  a  m onth .

I f  you c a n  f in d  room in  one o f  y o u r  i s s u e s  to  
p r in t  t h i s ,  I  w ould  a p p r e c ia t e  i t  v e r y  much. Any TV 
h ere  in  C e n tr a l  New York who w ould  l i k e  to  j o i n  us 
i n  fu n  and f r o l i c k i n g  ca n  c o n t a c t  my Wilma 3 2 -T -6  i n  
C o n ta c t .

S in c e r e ly
M rs. Wilma

irsirrm nnnnrBTnrtfnnnn^^

“I want to buy a size 7% brassiere for 
my wife,” announced the man to the 
lingerie saleslady.

“I’m sorry, sir,” answered the sales­
lady, “there is no such size.”

“T hat’s impossible!” cried the man, 
“I measured the size myself.”

“W hat did you use to take the meas­
urements?” asked the lady.

“My hat.”
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ABNORMAL SEXUAL DEVELOPMENT, 
A G e n e t ic  and E n d o c r in e  A pproach  
to  D i f f e r e n t i a l  D ia g n o s i s ,  by  
D a n ie l  D. Federm an, M. D. ; W.B. 
Sau n d ers C o . , P h i la d e lp h ia  & 
London; 197 pp + 8 in d e x ;  1 1 1 .  
by S .J .  R o s e n th a l;  $ 8 .7 5  (1 9 6 7 ) .

W h ile  t h i s  book was w r i t ­
te n  p r im a r i ly  f o r  p h y s i c i a n s ,  
th e  a u th o r  has done su c h  a 
s p le n d id  jo b  o f  d e f in in g  and 
i l l u s t r a t i n g  th e  i n d i s p e n s i b l e  

t e c h n ic a l  term s t h a t  any t e c h n i c a l l y  t r a in e d  p e r so n  
can  g e t  th e  v i t a l  p a r t s  o f  h i s  m essa g e  w ith  o n ly  a 
m od erate amount o f  d i c t io n a r y  w ork . The m essa g e  i s  
d e f i n i t e l y  NOT c o n c e r n e d  w ith  t r a n s v e s t i s m  (we a r e  
m en tion ed  o n ly  on p age 1 9 6 ) ,  b u t  i t  i s  o f  g r e a t  i n ­
t e r e s t  to  s e e  a l l  th e  th in g s  we a r e  n o t .  Many o f  
th e  a b n o r m a li t ie s  d e s c r ib e d  h e r e  h ave b een  s e r i o u s l y  
c o n s id e r e d  in  th e  p a s t  to  e x p la in  TV, and o n ly  r e ­
l u c t a n t l y  p u t a s i d e .

The a u th o r  op en s w it h  a few  p a g es  on  how norm al 
s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  ta k e s  p la c e  -  a f i n e ,  c l e a r  
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  p r o c e s s  by w h ich  th e  ru d im e n ta r y  
p a r ts  sh ap e  up i n t o  t h e i r  m ale o r  fe m a le  c o n f ig u r a ­
t i o n .  (A t l a s t ,  I  u n d e r sta n d  w here th e  m a le 's  " v a g ­
ina"  i s . )  Then a good s e c t i o n  on th e  fo u r  c h i e f  
t o o l s  o f  th e  r e s e a r c h e r  and d i a g o n s t i c i a n  o f  s e x .
T h ese  a r e :
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1 -  N u c le a r  c h r o m a t in , th e  one t e s t  w h ich  can  p r o v id e  
a c l e a r - c u t  "he or  sh e"  an sw er in  m o st, b u t n o t  a l l  
c a s e s .

2 -  C y t o g e n e t i c s , th e  s tu d y  o f  chrom osom es, w h ich  was 
o n c e  lo o k e d  to  f o r  a l l  th e  a n s w e r s , b u t  w h ich  has 
p ro v ed  to  r e p o r t  a n o m a lie s  in  q u i t e  norm al p e o p le .
I t  i s  s t i l l  th e  t o o l  o f  c h o ic e  f o r  s tu d y in g  i n t e r ­
s e x e s  form ed a t  c o n c e p t io n .

3 -  E m b ry o lo g y , e x p e r im e n ta t io n  on b a r e ly  d e v e lo p e d  
f e t u s e s  w h ich  h as r e v e a le d  a se c o n d  s t a g e  a t  w h ich  
a b n o r m a lity  ca n  d e v e lo p .  (T h is  was d is c u s s e d  in  TVia 
4 4 ;  h e r e  th e  em p h a sis  i s  on th e  body e f f e c t s  produced  
by a s h i f t  i n  t im in g  o f  a r r i v a l  o f  horm ones a t  th e  
c r i t i c a l  t i s s u e s ) .

4 -  E n d o c r in o lo g y , th e  hormone s t o r y  w ith  w h ich  some 
o f  us a r e  a l l  to o  f a m i l i a r .  T h is  r e l a t e s  to  p u b e r ty ,  
th e  t h ir d  p o in t  i n  l i f e  w here t h in g s  ca n  go a s t r a y .

N e x t , a f u r t h e r  s e c t i o n  on th e  chrom osom al 
m echanism ; th e n ,  a lo n g  lo o k  a t  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  
v a r io u s  m ish ap s w h ich  ca n  ta k e  p la c e  a t  c o n c e p t io n ,  
d u r in g  th e  embryo s t a g e  and a t  p u b e r ty . T here a re  
SO many p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  s l i p s  a t  e a ch  s t a g e  th a t  
i t  i s  a w onder an yon e grow s up "norm al" -  i f ,  in d e e d ,  
th e y  doI

The s h o w -p ie c e  o f  th e  chrom osom al prob lem s i s ,  
o f  c o u r s e ,  K l i n e f e l t e r ' s  Syndrom e. H ere th e  p a t i e n t  
h as chrom osom es i n  e x c e s s  o f  th e  norm al 46 (up to  4 9 )  
and i s  a n a t o m ic a l ly  an u n d e r d e v e lo p e d  m a le , i n f e r t i l e ,  
w it h  some e u n u c h - l ik e  d e t a i l s .  They a r e  subnorm al 
i n  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  a n t i - s o c i a l  in  a t t i t u d e ,  a b n o rm a lly  
t a l k a t i v e  (w ith o u t  s a y in g  m u ch ), and th e y  a lm o s t  a l l  
t e s t  " fem a le"  by th e  c h r o m a t in - p o s i t iv e  s ta n d a r d .
S ix  o r  s e v e n  su b g ro u p s h ave b een  i n d e n t i f i e d ,  w h ich  
may la c k  one o f  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  They have no 
f e e l i n g  o f  f e m i n i n i t y .  The m ost s t a r t l i n g  f in d in g  
i s  t h a t  th e y  c o n s t i t u t e  1 /4 0 0  o f  th e  m ale p o p u la t io n ]  
(The in c id e n c e  i s  much h ig h e r  among c o n v i c t s ) .
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C o rresp o n d in g  r o u g h ly  to  t h i s  group  a r e  th o s e  
who a r e  c la s s e d  " fem a le"  by an atom y, b u t  la c k  a l l  or  
p a r t  o f  a chrom osom e (T u r n e r ’s Syn d rom e). The in c id  
en ce  i s  1 /7 0 0 0 , o f  whom a b o u t h a l f  a r e  c h r o m a tin  
n e g a t iv e  (" m a le " ) , th ou gh  th e y  f e e l  and a c t  fe m in in e  
in  an u n d e r d e v e lo p e d  s o r t  o f  w ay. They have more 
th a n  t h e i r  sh a r e  o f  c o l o r - b l i n d n e s s ,  p lu s  many m inor  
p h y s ic a l  d e f e c t s ,  b u t norm al i n t e l l i g e n c e .

N ext th e  tr u e  h e r m a p h r o d ite s , who have th e  g o n ­
a d a l t i s s u e  o f  BOTH s e x e s .  T h is  was th e  f i r s t  group  
to  be r e c o g n iz e d ,  in  some f i n e  p o e tr y  by O v id , b u t  
has s t i l l  some m y s te r io u s  f e a t u r e s  a b o u t i t .  T here  
seem  to  be s e v e r a l  su b g r o u p s , some o f  w h ich  a r e  more 
m ale on one s i d e  th an  th e  o th e r  ( t h e  c i r c u s  " h a l f  
and h a l f " ) .  M ost a re  c la s s e d  a s  m a les  a t  b i r t h ,  b u t  
a r e  fe m a le  by ch ro m a tin  t e s t  and b r e a s t  d e v e lo p m e n t. 
I f  you f e e l  any s e n s e  o f  e n v y , f o r g e t  i t ;  t h e s e  a r e  
NOT happy p e o p le i  H ow ever, th e y  a r e  " p o t e n t i a l l y  
th e  c l o s e s t  to  a norm al s e x  r o le "  and ca n  be b ro u g h t  
by s u r g e r y ,  to  c o n fo r m ity  w ith  t h e i r  c h o se n  g en d er  
r o l e .  I f  d ia g n o se d  in  t im e , t h i s  w ou ld  m ost e a s i l y  
be fe m a le .

The p seu d o h erm a p h ro d ite s  come n e x t ;  t h i s  i s  a 
c a t c h - a l l  group  in c lu d in g  b o th  g e n e t i c  and em b ryon ic  
a c c id e n t s ,  and n eed  n o t  be c o v e r e d  h e r e  w ith  one  
e x c e p t io n .  T h is  i s  th e  em b ryon ic d i s o r d e r  known as  
" t e s t i c u l a r  f e m in iz a t io n "  in  w h ich  a m ale (by chrom ­
a t i n  t e s t )  i s  b orn  and r a i s e d  as a n e a r ly  p e r f e c t  
" fe m a le " . They f e e l  f e m in in e , t o o ;  t h e i r  b ig  p r o ­
blem  i s  a te n d e n c y  tow ard m a lig n a n t  tu m o rs, b e s id e s  
th e  u s u a l la c k  o f  f e r t i l i t y .  T h is  d is o r d e r  ru n s in  
f a m i l i e s ,  and te n d s  to  l i n k  w ith  c o l o r - b l i n d n e s s .  
W ith a l i t t l e  s u r g e r y ,  th e y  do q u i t e  w e l l .

The d is o r d e r s  a r i s i n g  a t  p u b e r ty  a r e  a n o th e r  
s t o r y ,  and i f  we s k ip  th e  fe m a le s  and th e  g e n e t i c  
and f e t a l  d e f e c t s  a lr e a d y  c o v e r e d , a f a i r l y  s im p le  
o n e . I t  i s  a d e la y  or  im b a la n ce  in  th e  norm al m a le -  
fem a le  hormone s e c r e t i o n .  (B u t , th e r e  ARE p u z z l in g  
n o n -e n d o c r in e  d i s o r d e r s ,  u s u a l ly  r e l a t e d  to  tu m o r s ) .
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The m ost common symptom i s  g y n e c o m a s t ia , or e x c e s ­
s i v e  b r e a s t  d e v e lo p m e n t. Up to  75% o f  a l l  b oys b e ­
tw een  13 and 16 show  i t !  M ost l o s e  t h i s  s p o n ta n ­
e o u s l y ,  b u t  some r e q u ir e  s u r g e r y  -  and th e  m ost 
m a s c u lin e  b oys so m etim es have th e  m ost b u s t  d e v e l ­
opm ent.

Do you  th in k  you m e n str u a te ?  U n le s s  you have  
a f u n c t io n in g  o v a r y , f o r g e t  i t ;  and i f  you DO, go  
s e e  D r. Federm an RIGHT AWAY, b e c a u se  you a r e  a tr u e  
h e rm a p h ro d ite  o r  c l o s e  to  i t .  (N o t t h a t  we TVs d o n ' t  
h ave a lu n a r  c y c l e  o f  s o r t s ;  some o f  us do -  b u t n o t  
to  THAT e x t e n t ,  n o t  e v e n  th e  t r a n s e x u a l s . )

The a u th o r  w in d s up w ith  an e x c e l l e n t  c h a p te r  
on nThe N a tu re  o f  S ex " . (E ven i f  you c a n ' t  read  th e  
p a r t s  in  b e tw e e n , C h a p ters  I ,  I I  and XV a r e  w orth  
th e  p r i c e ) .  He l i s t s  n in e  co m p o n en ts , any one or  
more o f  w h ich  may be d is c o r d a n t  w it h  th e  o t h e r s :

1 -  E x te r n a l  g e n i t a l  a p p ea ra n ce  i s  u s u a l ly  a 2 -s e c o n d  
d e c i s i o n  by som eon e , who may be a l l  to o  wrong -  w ith  
d e v a s t a t in g  r e s u l t s  l a t e r .

2 -  I n t e r n a l  d u c t a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i s  n o t  r e a d i l y  
o b s e r v e d , b u t i s  im p o r ta n t i n  tr u e  h erm a p h ro d itism .

3 -  I d e n t i t y  o f  th e  gon ad s may seem  o b v io u s  b u t can  
be v e r y  d e c e p t iv e  -  a s  i n  t e s t i c u l a r  f e m in iz a t io n .

4 -  E n d o c r in o lo g ic a l  s e x  h as a c o n fu s in g  o v e r la p  w h ich  
makes i t  n e a r ly  u s e l e s s .

5 -  G e n e t ic  s e x  i s  l e g a l l y  a c c e p t a b le ,  b u t  m e d ic a l ly  
am b igu ou s.

6 -  N u c le a r  s e x  by th e  c h r o m a tin  t e s t  i s  p e r f e c t  fo r  
norm al p e o p le ,  b u t  h as m u l t ip le  m ean ings i n  o t h e r s .

7 -  Chromosomal s e x  h as th e  l i m i t a t i o n s  d is c u s s e d  
ab ove u n d er K l i n e f e l t e r .

8 -  P s y c h o lo g ic a l  s e x  r e l a t e s  t o  th e  way one f e e l s .
66
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The a u th o r  e q u a te s  t h i s  w ith  c o n d i t io n s  o f  u p - b r in g ­
in g ,  a h ig h ly  c o n t r o v e s i a l  m a t te r .

9 -  S o c ia l  s e x  i s  w hat s o c i e t y  e x p e c t s  o f  th e  i n d i v i ­
d u a l ,  and i s  u s u a l ly  b a sed  on t h a t  2 - s e c o n d  ex a m in ­
a t io n  a t  b i r t h .  (We w ould  c l a s s  8 and 9 a s  " g e n d e r a l"  
r a th e r  th a n  " se x u a l"  i n  n a t u r e . )

I t  i s  a t  t h i s  p o in t  t h a t  th e  a u th o r  makes h i s  
s o l e  r e f e r e n c e  to  t r a n s v e s t i s m ;  w h i le  i t  has shown  
no d e f i n i t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  w it h  b i o l o g y ,  he has s e e n  
c a s e s  w here he f e e l s  su c h  f a c t o r s  m ig h t be o p e r a t iv e .  
W h ile he d o es  n o t  c i t e  any o f  th e  n e u r o lo g ic a l  a r t ­
i c l e s  to  w h ich  I  h ave r e f e r r e d  in  th e  p a s t ,  he seem s  
to  be th in k in g  a lo n g  th e  same l i n e s .  On th e  p h y s i ­
c a l  s i d e ,  m ost o f  us who know a l o t  o f  TVs have come 
to  f e e l ,  I  t h in k ,  t h a t  many b u t n o t  a l l  show  some 
t r a c e  o f  n on -m ale  a b o u t u s ;  i n  some th e  b u s t ,  o t h e r s  
th e  h ip s ,  f a i l u r e  to  d e v e lo p  b a ld n e s s  or  e v e n  more 
s u b t l e  th in g s  -  and t h i s  w ith o u t  ta k in g  h orm on es.
T h is  was c i t e d  by B enjam in  f o r  h i s  t r a n s s e x u a l s .

And now t h a t  y o u 'v e  s e e n  th e  w h o le  sh ow , g i r l s ,  
a r e n ' t  you g la d  to  be JUST t r a n s v e s t i t e s ?  We have  
our p r o b le m s, b u t  when I  th in k  o f  th e  b i o l o g i c a l  
r o u le t t e - w h e e l  t h a t  I  came o u t  o f ,  I  f e e l  I  was 
p le n t y  lu c k y  o n ly  to  w ind up w it h  two h ead s !

S h e i la

INEZSQUIB:

TV M ary, q u i t e  c o n tr a r y ,
How d o es you r  w ardrobe grow? 
I ' v e  g o ld e n  t r e s s e s  
And b e a u t i f u l  d r e s s e s ,
But o n ly  one lo u s e y  f a l s i e !



The p e r s o n s  a d v e r t i s in g  b e lo w  a r e  a l l  com p etan t  
e l e c t r o l o g i s t s  who a r e  w e l l  a c q u a in te d  w ith  TVs 
and t h e i r  p rob lem s and who have worked on many 
o f  u s .  A l l  h ave p r iv a t e  f a c i l i t i e s .  C a ll  th e  
one c l o s e s t  to  you fo r  an a p p o in tm e n t .. .M en tio n  
TVia or V i r g i n i a .

RONNIE SAMUELSON R .E .

P erm anent H a ir  R em o v a l-B ea rd , Body, Eyebrows 
S p e c ia l  r a t e s  fo r  Beard rem oval 

E le c t r o  B lend  M ethod
6238 W. M a n ch ester  B lv d . Los A n g e le s ,  C a l i f . 90045  
In  W e s tc h e s te r  P r o f .  B ld g . N ex t to  C annon's Pharmacy  

Phone 6 7 0 -8 6 0 8  fo r  F ree  C o n s u lt a t io n  A p t.

MARTHA PRINCE L ie .  E l e c t r o l o g i s t

Q u ie t ,  p r iv a t e  o f f i c e  a l l  c o n t a c t s  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
Beard and Body H air  a S p e c ia l t y  

E le c t r o ly s i s - T h e r m o ly s i s  w ith  A ir  F low  
5225 W ils h ir e  B lv d . Los A n g e le s ,  C a l i f . 90036

S u i t e  408  C or. La Brea
WE 9 -7 6 1 6

OLGA CROWLEY R .E .

Day and E v en in g  by a p p o in tm e n t. A l l  work done  
in  my home. P r iv a c y  and c o n f id a n c e  a s s u r e d .

TVs w e lcom e.
14940 Sandalw ood Lane C h in o , C a l i f .

The Glenmead A r e a -----------Carbon Canyon
714 6 2 7 -1 0 3 7



H e llo  ev ery b o d y :

C old enough  t h i s  W in ter?  
N o th in g  l i k e  p a n ty -h o s e  to  b e a t  
th e  f r o s t .  Had a c o u p le  o f  fu n -  
f i l l e d  g e t t o g e t h e r s  r e c e n t l y ,  
one a t  S h e i l a ’ s and th e  o th e r  
a t  K a th e y 's .  F i e r c e l y  c o ld  
n i g h t s .  But w o n d e r fu l o p p o r t ­
u n i t i e s  to  w ear my b la c k  s e a l  
c o a t .  ( S t i l l  b e a u t i f u l  a f t e r  
t e n  y e a r s !  Shhh! d o n ' t  t e l l  
anyb od y . Of c o u r s e  I ' v e  had i t  

sh o r te n e d  to  m eet th e  c a l l  o f  f a s h i o n . )  Shocked  
ev ery b o d y  a t  K a th e y 's  by w e a r in g  a g r e y  d r e s s  w ith  
b r ig h t  o ra n g e  p a n ty -h o s e .  One way n o t  to  a t t r a c t  
a t t e n t i o n .  Did you h ea r  a b o u t E r ic a ' s  a c c id e n t ?  I t  
happened th e  n ig h t  o f  S h e i l a ' s  p a r t y .  I t  was sn ow ­
in g  and on h er  way back  home, d r iv in g  d r e s s e d ,  sh e  
slammed h er l i t t l e  c a r  in t o  a tow  tr u c k . The c a r  
was r u in e d . E r ic a  h u r t  b o th  k n e e s  and fo r e h e a d ,  
f o r t u n a t e ly  n o t  s e r i o u s l y .  The p o l i c e  a r r iv e d .
E r ic a  o f  c o u r s e  show ed h er  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  ( i t  
r e a d s :  m a le ) .  The p o l i c e  th e n  d ro v e  h er  to  a s p o t  
w here sh e  c o u ld  c a t c h  a t a x i  and go home. AND NOT 
A WORD WAS SAID ABOUT HER BEING DRESSED! She c o u ld  
n o t  b e l i e v e  i t .  The p o l i c e  a c te d  a s  i f  i t  w ere th e  
m ost n a tu r a l  th in g  in  th e  w o r ld  f o r  a guy to  be 
d r e s s e d  as a woman from  head to  t o e .  And t h i s  h a p ­
pened i n  l i t t l e  o ld  New York! C ould  i t  be t h a t  th e  
TV c l im a t e  i s  im p ro v in g  more th a n  we th in k ?
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P a r t i e s  a r e  a w o n d e r fu l h u n tin g  p r e s e r v e  fo r  a 
g o s s i p  c o lu m n is t .  You s e e  T V 's in  a c t i o n ,  you h ear  
them  t a l k  and a l l  th e  tim e you a re  g a th e r in g  t i d ­
b i t s  f o r  a fu t u r e  co lu m n . I t  u s u a l ly  g iv e s  me a 
t h r i l l  when so m e th in g  I  s a id  in  t h i s  colum n has h i t  
home. For i n s t a n c e .  I  co m p la in ed  some tim e  ago  
a b o u t TV's who w ear l i n g e r i e  under t h e i r  m ale u n i ­
form  ( t h i s  I  d id  n o t  c r i t i c i z e )  b u t go one s t e p  to o  
f a r  i n  f i l l i n g  th e  bra  w it h  f a l s i e s  so  t h a t  th e  b u s t  
i s  q u i t e  p ro m in en t under t h e i r  s h i r t .  Ugh! A t 
K a th e y 's  p a r ty  a v e r y  d ea r  f r ie n d  o f  m ine who h ap ­
p en s to  e n jo y  th e  ab ove c o n c o c t io n  ap p roach ed  me 
w it h  a h u r t  lo o k  under h i s  m a s c a r a .. . . " d id  you have  
me i n  mind when you  w r o te  t h a t ,  Sue?" Of c o u r s e  I  
p u t on  an  in n o c e n t  a c t :  "how ca n  you th in k  su ch  a
t h in g ,  d a r l in g ! "  I  d o n ' t  th in k  sh e  b e l i e v e d  me. 
F o r t u n a t e ly  we a r e  s t i l l  f r ie n d s  b e c a u se  sh e  knows 
I  am r i g h t  in  my c r i t i c i s m .  She knows sh e  i s  d o in g  
w rong b u t sh e  c a n ' t  h e lp  i t .  We m ig h t p erh a p s f o r ­
g iv e  h e r  i f  we c o n s id e r  t h a t  th e  jo b  "he" has p r e ­
v e n t s  h er  from  b e in g  h e r s e l f  f o r  lo n g  p e r io d s  o f  
t im e  and when sh e  g e t s  home, sh e  c o u ld  c a r e  l e s s  as  
t o  w h at th e  n e ig h b o r s  may th in k  and l e t s  h er  h a ir  
down no m a tte r  w h a t.

A t a p a r ty  one ca n  a l s o  a p p r e c ia t e  th e  f u l l  
im p a c t o f  c e r t a i n  f a s h io n s .  For in s t a n c e :  th e  t e n t  
s t y l e .  I t  d o es  a b s o l u t e l y  n o th in g  f o r  m ost T V 's .
I t  makes them  lo o k  tw ic e  a s  b ig  a s  th e y  a r e .  And 
t h a t ' s  s a y in g  p l e n t l y .  And th e n  we have th e  b o o ts !  
F o r g e t  them ! A TV i n  b o o ts  somehow a lw a y s manages 
to  lo o k  l i k e  a s to r m  tr o o p e r  w h o 's  b e in g  p u n ish ed  
w it h  KP d u ty . U n le s s  you r f o o t  s i z e  i s  around 7 or  
8 ,  b o o ts  b r in g  f o r t h  th e  c lom p -c lom p  o f  h id d en  m as­
c u l i n i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w it h  TV's who d o n ' t  w alk  
g i r l i s h l y  e v e n  on p e n c i l  t h in  h ig h  h e e l s .  I f  b o o ts  
m ust be w orn , l e t ' s  t r y  to  buy th e  s l e n d e r ,  t i g h t  
f i t t i n g  o n es  w it h  a b i t  o f  a h e e l .

I  was a l s o  p le a s e d  to  o b t a in  some f a v o r a b le  r e ­
a c t i o n s  r e g a r d in g  my " v o ic e "  cam p aign . The m ost 
common o b j e c t i o n  i s  "b u t I  f e e l  l i k e  an  i d i o t  t r y in g
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to  t a l k  l i k e  a GG." My an sw er i s ,  s t o p  f e e l i n g  l i k e  
an i d i o t  and t r y  to  im a g in e  th e  im p r e s s io n  you r  
fem m e-im age makes on o th e r  p e o p le  e v e r y  tim e  you  
boom f o r t h  w ith  you r b a s s o  r e s o n a n c e s l D o n 't  t r y  
to  " f a l s e t t o " ,  j u s t  s o f t e n  you r to n e ,  d o n ' t  p r o j e c t ,  
and e n u n c ia te  more p r e c i s e l y ,  more c r i s p l y  by m oving  
your l i p s  l i k e  GG's d o . Have you e v e r  n o t ic e d  how 
many men h a r d ly  move t h e i r  l i p s  when th e y  t a lk ?  May 
be you a r e  one o f  them . Do n o t  c a r r y  t h a t  t r a i t  
in t o  you r g i r l - i m a g e .

And sp e a k in g  o f  TV p a r t i e s ,  so m e th in g  has to  be 
done to  p u t more " z in g "  i n t o  them . The im p r e s s io n - -  
a t  t i m e s - - i s  t h a t  you a r e  a t t e n d in g  a w ake. TV t im ­
id i t y ?  S h y n ess?  Oh, come on g i r l s J  How a b o u t p r e ­
p a r in g  a few  j o k e s - - o r  maybe some s o c i a l  gam es. 
S h e i l a ' s  GG has th e  r i g h t  id e a J - - o r  how a b o u t a 
l i t t l e  e n te r ta in m e n t :  a m o n o lo g u e , ca rd  t r i c k s ,  a 
dance m a y b e . . .o r  why n o t  an im prom ptu s k i t  in  w h ich  
ev ery b o d y  i s  a s s ig n e d  a p a r t . . . t h e  f i e l d  i s  w id e  
open  fo r  id e a s .  L et us n o t  j u s t  s i t  i n  a c o r n e r  
w ith  a s i c k l y  g r in  on our m ade-up f a c e s  w h i le  we 
im b ib e b e e r  a f t e r  b e e r  a f t e r  b eerJJ  Ughi P le a s e  
d o n 't  m isu n d e r sta n d  me. I'm  n o t  a g a i n s t  d r in k s ,  
b u t I  h a te  to  s e e  d r in k s  becom e th e  o n ly  a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  s t im u la t e s  a TV a t  a p a r t y .

I  r e c e iv e d  a v e r y  n i c e  l e t t e r  from  a new TV 
from  B r a z i l .  Name i s  R i t a .  W r ite s  i n  v e r y  good  
E n g lis h  and has b e e n  g e t t i n g  a few  T V ia s . She s a y s  
sh e  l i k e s  t h i s  co lu m n , a lth o u g h  sh e  d o es  n o t  a lw a y s  
a g r e e  w ith  me. H eavens f o r b id j  She s a y s  i n  p a r t :
" I d o n ' t  q u i t e  u n d e r sta n d  why V ir g in ia  had to  g iv e  
h er  o p p o s in g  p o in t  o f  v ie w  d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  you r  
s c r i p t . "  -  W hat's wrong w it h  t h a t ,  R ita ?  To me i t  
makes a l o t  o f  s e n s e .  I f  V ir g in ia  -  o r  any TVia  
r e a d e r  -  w is h e s  to  e x p r e s s  h er  v ie w p o in t  a b o u t som e­
th in g  I 'm  s a y in g  h e r e ,  th e  p la c e  to  s a y  i t  i s  r i g h t  
a f t e r  t h i s  colum nj T h is  way th e  r e a d e r s  h ave a b e t ­
t e r  ch a n ce  t o  s e e  th e  two s i d e s  o f  th e  c o in  and draw  
t h e i r  own c o n c lu s io n s .  T h is  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e s i r ­
a b le  inasm uch  a s a good many t h in g s  I  s a y  a r e  s l i g h t l y
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e x a g e r a t e d ,  o v e r d o n e . I ' v e  d is c o v e r e d  t h a t  by g o in g  
way o u t  w ith  a p o s i t i o n ,  one d o es  s t im u la t e  o n e 's  
r e a d e r s  and i t  f o r c e s  them  i n t o  a r e a c t i o n .  But l e t ' s  
h ea r  some more from  our B r a z i l i a n  R i t a .  " I wonder 
- - s h e  s a y s - - i f  o th e r  r e a d e r s  f e e l  th e  same w ay, b u t  
I  g e t  a l i t t l e  t i r e d  o f  to o  p r o lo n g e d  and s e a r c h in g  
a rgu m en ts a b o u t TV a s a p ro b lem , t r y in g  to  f in d  o u t  
why and how. I  g u e s s  one who has found o u t t h a t  he 
i s  a TV r a t h e r  l i k e s  to  read  and h ea r  how to  l i v e  
b e s t  w it h  i t .  The c o v e r  s t o r i e s  a r e  a f i n e  way and 
you r  a r t i c l e s  th e  n e x t  b e s t .  (Gee t h a n k s i)  The c o v e r  
s t o r y ,  b e c a u s e  i n  i t  I  can  s e e  how som eone d o es i t  
w it h  d i f f e r e n t  d r e s s e s ,  s h o e s ,  m ake-up , s o  to  sa y :  
th e  t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t  o f  TV. And as a r e l a t i v e l y  un­
c e r t a i n  new com er, t h i s  i s  grand  to  s e e ."

I  ca n  sy m p a th iz e  w ith  R it a  when sh e  g e t s  a b i t  
t i r e d  o f  to o  much e x p lo r a t o r y  a c t i v i t y  in t o  th e  why 
o f  TVism . Sure i t ' s  more e x c i t i n g  to  read  a b o u t  
so m eb o d y 's  r e a l  a d v e n tu r e s  and m is - a d v e n t u r e s . S t i l l  
s i n c e  TVism i s  a human phenom enon, i t  w i l l  a lw a y s be 
s u b j e c t e d  to  s c r u t i n y .  The more we d ig  in t o  i t ,  th e  
b e t t e r  w e ' l l  be a b le  to  co p e  w ith  i t .

R i t a  a l s o  d i s a g r e e s  w ith  me w ith  r e g a r d  to  my 
a d v ic e  to  T V 's " d o n 't  g e t  m a r r ie d i"  -  She s a y s :  "In  
i s s u e  43 you had an im p r e s s iv e  l i s t  o f  f a i l u r e s  o f  
TV m a r r ia g e s .  D o n 't  you th in k  t h a t  t h i s  happens  
j u s t  a s  w e l l  w ith  husband s t h a t  a r e  t o t a l l y  d e d ic a te d  
to  f i s h i n g ,  b a s e b a l l  o r  w hat have you and w here t h e i r  
w iv e s  c a n ' t  or  w o n 't  t o l e r a t e  th e  e x t e n t  t h e i r  hobby  
ta k e s ?  I s  i t  n o t  b a s i c  in  any m a rr ia g e  t h a t  th e  main  
p ro b lem  i s  th e  a d ju s tm e n t  o f  two p e r s o n a l i t i e s  w ith  
d i f f e r e n t  b ack g ro u n d s and e x p e r i e n c e s ,  to  mould in t o  
a new u n ity ?  I  c a n ' t  q u i t e  a c c e p t  you r argum ent 
t h a t  TV i s  o u t s id e  t h e s e  p rob lem s and much h a rd er  to  
l i c k  th a n  a l l  th e  o t h e r s .  I  w ould  f e e l  t h a t  any  
hobby t h a t  g e t s  th e  husband in  i t s  g r ip  makes i t  
much h a rd er  to  l i v e  t o g e t h e r  i f  th e  w i f e  c a n ' t  sh a r e  
th e  e x c i t e m e n t .  I  im a g in e  t h a t  a man who ta k e s  up 
c o o k in g  and a c h ie v e s  a c e r t a i n  p e r f e c t i o n  in  i t ,  
w i l l  c r e a t e  j u s t  a s  much d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  h i s  w if e
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as th e  TV t h a t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  ch a n g es  in t o  a la d y  on ce  
a w eek ."  - So w r i t e s  R ita  from  B r a z i l .

J u s t  to  s a v e  15 c e n t s  in  p o s t a g e ,  I ' d  l i k e  to  
answ er r i g h t  h e r e . How ca n  you p o s s i b l y  c l a s s i f y  
TVism as a hobby? L e t ' s  go  to  th e  d i c t i o n a r y .
"Hobby -  an o c c u p a t io n  or i n t e r e s t  to  w h ich  one d e ­
v o t e s  sp a r e  t im e ."  I  a d m it t h a t  fo r  some TV's t h i s  
d e f i n i t i i o n  w i l l  f i t .  But f o r  o t h e r s  i t  j u s t  w o n 't  
d o . And m ost c e r t a i n l y  i t  w o n 't  do f o r  m ost w iv e s .
The husband w hose h o b b y - - l e t ' s  s a y - - i s  stam p c o l l e c t ­
in g ,  i s  a lw a y s J o e  w h eth er  he i s  a d m ir in g  h i s  b e ­
lo v e d  stam ps under a m a g n ify in g  g l a s s  o r  n o t .  I f  
g u e s t s  s h o u ld  a r r iv e  u n e x p e c t e d ly ,  i t  d o es n o t  m at­
t e r .  The w i f e  can  p r o u d ly  sa y :  J o e  i s  in  h i s  s tu d y  
w ith  h i s  stam p c o l l e c t i o n .  Would you l i k e  to  s e e  
i t ?  He has a fa b u lo u s  E g y p tia n  stam p t h a t  d a t e s . . .  
e t c . . . e t c . . . She can  be proud o f  h er  h u sb a n d 's  sp a r e  
tim e a c t i v i t y .  But i f  he i s  a TV. Wow.' " H e llo  
f o l k s .  Oh, Joe?  H e's  n o t  J o e  r i g h t  now. He has 
changed  in t o  J o s e p h in e .  He i s  t r y in g  on a new fr o c k  
I  b ou gh t fo r  him t h i s  a f t e r n o o n . Would you l i k e  to  
s e e  h i s  w ardrobe? J u s t  make y o u r s e lv e s  a t  home.
J o s e p h in e  w i l l  be r i g h t  o u t ." ----- How w ould  you l i k e
to  h ea r  your w i f e  s a y in g  th e  ab ove to  h er  g u e s t s ? -----
The t r o u b le  w ith  TVism , from  a w i f e ' s  s t a n d p o in t  i s  
th a t  J o e  c e a s e s  to  be J o e  as fa r  a s  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
w orld  i s  c o n c e r n e d . I f  o u t s id e r s  s e e  h im , th e y  d o n ' t  
s e e  J o e ,  b u t J o s e p h in e .  And i f  th e  w i f e  sh o u ld  go  
o u t w ith  J o s e p h in e  sh o p p in g  or w h a tn o t , d u r in g  t h a t  
tim e sh e  d o es  n o t  have a husband a t  h er  s i d e .  I n ­
s t e a d ,  sh e  f e e l s  s h e ' s  w a lk in g  on a b a r r e l  o f  d y n a ­
m it e ,  f o r  th e  s im p le  r e a s o n  t h a t  sh e  w o r r ie s .  What 
i f  he sh o u ld  be "read" - w hat i f  some o f  my f r ie n d s  
or th e  p e o p le  a t  th e  o f f i c e  sh o u ld  f in d  o u t . . . . ?
The w if e  tr e m b le s  s e c u r i t y - w i s e  - s o c i a l  s t a n d in g -  
w is e .  And you c a n n o t blam e h e r . You c a n n o t blam e  
h er as lo n g  as s o c i e t y  w ith h o ld s  i t s  a p p r o v a l r e ­
g a r d in g  t h i s  "hobby", w h ich  i s  n o t  a hobby b u t a way 
o f  l i f e  a g a in s t  w h ich  th e r e  i s  a r r a y e d  an im p r e s s iv e  
b a r r ie r  o f  s o c i a l  ta b o o s . S o , R i t a ,  d e a r , how ca n  
you e q u a te  f i s h i n g  and b a s e b a l l  w it h  TVism? M oreover,
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you  t a l k  o f  a man who c h a n g es  in t o  a la d y  on ce a 
w eek . L et me a sk  you  t h i s  q u e s t io n :  w hat a b o u t a 
TV who ch a n g es  i n t o  a la d y  EVERY EVENING? You w i l l  
p r o b a b ly  sa y :  w e l l ,  t h a t ' s  o v e r d o in g  i t ]  And I  w i l l  
an sw er: th e r e  a r e  many TV's who w ould  do j u s t  t h a t  
IF THEY COULD GET AWAY WITH IT . The d e s i r e  to  d r e s s  
i s  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  i n  a l l  T V 's . Some a r e  s a t i s f i e d  
w ith  d r e s s in g  on ce  or  t w ic e  a y e a r . O th ers more 
o f t e n . . o t h e r s  w e e k ly . .a n d  o t h e r s  d a i l y .  Of c o u r s e  
th e r e  a r e  w iv e s  and w iv e s . . . . I  gra d ed  them  on ce  from  
A -p lu s  to  F from  th e  s t a n d p o in t  o f  t o le r a n c e  and 
a c c e p t a n c e .  B e l i e v e  me, th e r e  a r e  v e r y  few  w h o ' l l  
p r o u d ly  f a c e o t h e  w o r ld  h o ld in g  hands w ith  J o s e p h in e .

B e fo r e  I  f o r g e t .  T h e r e 's  a m ovie d o in g  th e  
rou n d s on t e l e v i s i o n  e n t i t l e d  S k i P a r ty . I  am s o r r y  
I  m is s e d  i t .  H e r e 's  w hat TV G uide had to  s a y  a b o u t  
i t .  " F ra n k ie  A v a lo n  and h i s  b ea ch  b u d d ie s  do n o t  
make y o u th  more p a la t a b le  in  " S k i P a ry " , w hat w ith  
th e  b oys m asq u erad in g  a s  g i r l s  t o  le a r n  a b o u t s e x  
a p p e a l .  I t  i s ,  a s  th e y  s a y ,  a d r a g ."  O b v io u s ly  th e  
m ovie  c r i t i c  i s  n o t  e x a c t l y  an ad m irer  o f  c r o s s - 
d r e s s e r s .

And now, THINGS I  COULD DO WITHOUT........... th e  TV
who s a y s  he i s  d y in g  to  d r e s s  b u t somehow n e v e r  seem s 
to  g e t  around to  b u y in g  any c l o t h e s  and h in t s  t h a t  
maybe you sh o u ld  le n d  him  c l o t h e s  and w i g . . . p h ooey] 
. . . . t h e  TV who (and t h i s  i s  th e  h o n e s t  t r u t h  s ' h e l p  
me) h eard  t h a t  i n  NY you  c o u ld  n o t  g e t  a r r e s t e d  i f  
you w ore t r o u s e r s ,  and so  p r o c e e d e d  to  show up a t  a 
TV p a r ty  w e a r in g  h i s  t r o u s e r s  r o l l e d  up under h i s  
d r e s s ] ,  a n d , upon l e a v i n g ,  he w a lk ed  down th e  s t r e e t  
i n  w ig  and d r e s s  w it h  th e  t r o u s e r s  DOWN] sh ow in g  
b e lo w  th e  hem o f  h i s  s k i r t ] . . . .  th e  TV w i f e  who th in k s  
TVism i s  w o n d e r fu l,  a s  lo n g  a s  i t  i s  p r a c t ic e d  by  
som eone e l s e - - n o t  h er  h u sb a n d ...........T V 's who a r e  c o n ­
v in c e d  th e y  lo o k  l i k e  H ollyw ood  s t a r l e t s  and i n s i s t  
on d ro p p in g  i n t o  b a r s  w it h  th e  hope t h a t  th e y  may 
f o o l  some guy i n t o  b u y in g  them a d r i n k . . (how c r a z y  
ca n  you g e t ] ) . . . . . (The o n ly  tim e  I ' v e  known t h i s  to  
h ap p en , th e  gu y a t  th e  bar who b o u g h t th e  d r in k  was
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d r u n k ) ...........TV’s who s t i l l  c a n ’ t  manage to  h id e  t h a t
b la c k  shadow  d e s p i t e  th e  m i l l i o n  and one c o s m e t ic  
p r e p a r a t io n s  on th e  m a r k e t . . . . I  g u e s s  t h a t ' s  enough  
s w e e tn e s s  f o r  n o w . . . . w i l l  s a v e  some su g a r  f o r  my 
n e x t  co lu m n ................

lo v e ?

Susanna

Comment from  V ir g in ia :  T hanks, Susanna f o r  g iv in g
me you r O.K. to  f o l l o w  you r colum n w ith  com m ents.
In  t h i s  c a s e  i t  i s n ’ t  t o  d i s a g r e e  w it h  you b u t to  
s a y  so m eth in g  f u r t h e r  on th e  m a tte r  o f  v o i c e .  I  t o o ,  
as you know, h ave lo n g  b een  ca m p a ig n in g  a g a in s t  th e  
m a sc u lin e  v o i c e  com ing from  a " g i r l ” . I ' d  l i k e  to  
comment on th o s e  who s a y  th e y  f e e l  f o o l i s h  t r y in g  to  
t a lk  l i k e  a GG. T h is  i s  u n d e r s ta n d a b le  i f  you  come 
f o r t h  w ith  a p seu d o  g i r l i s h ,  s im p e r in g , sq u ea k y  
f a l s e t t o .  But why sh o u ld  you f e e l  f o o l i s h  to  s im p ly  
sound n a tu r a l  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  how you  lo o k . I ’m 
s t r o n g ly  p ersu a d ed  t h a t  su c h  p e r so n s  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  
TVs ( c e r t a i n l y  n o t  fe m m e -p e r so n a to r s , F P s ) , * b u t . . .  
r a th e r  a r e  e n jo y in g  w hat S h e i la  a p t ly  term ed "w hole  
g i r l  f e t i s h i s m " .  T hat i s  th e y  d o n ' t  r e a l l y  have any  
s e n s e  o f  a femme s e l f  b u t a r e  r e a l l y  o n ly  men w e a r ­
in g  d r e s s e s  e t c .  The f a c t  t h a t  th e y  w ear th e  w h o le  
o u t f i t  from  h e e l s  to  h a ir  o n ly  p u ts  su c h  p e o p le  one  
c u t  ab ove th e  guy who has a " th in g "  f o r  p a n t i e s ,  
h e e l s  or c o r s e t s .  T h e ir  " th in g  j u s t  en co m p a sses  th e  
w h ole  femme w ardrobe in s t e a d  o f  one i t e m , b u t i t  i s  
s t i l l  f e t i s h i s m  -  th ou gh  o f  a su p e r  d e g r e e  -  a s  lo n g  
as th e r e  i s  no f e e l i n g  o f  th e  " g i r l  w i t h in " .  I f  sh e  
i s  t r u ly  th e r e  sh e  w ould  f e e l  e v e n  more f o o l i s h  
t a lk in g  w ith  a d eep  c o a r s e  v o i c e  th a n  "he" w ould  
w ith  a s h r i l l  so p r a n o . So s t e p  back  and do a l i t t l e  
p e r s o n a l a s s e s s i n g .  "Are you or a i n ' t  you" -  o n ly  
your h e a r t  knows f o r  s u r e .

V ir g in ia
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by Virginia

Some o f  you w i l l  r e c a l l  
t h a t  C a rl J u n g , who was a c o n ­
tem p orary  (and som etim e b o th  
c o l l e g u e  and a n t a g o n is t  o f  F reud) 
b ro u g h t forw ard  th e  c o n c e p t io n  
o f  th e  p r e s e n c e  in  ea ch  s e x  o f  
a com p lex  o f  p a t t e r n s  and f e e l ­
in g s  more g e n e r a l ly  c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c  o f  th e  o p p o s i t e  s e x .  He 
named th e  m a sc u lin e  in  th e  f e ­
m ale th e  "Animus" and th e  fem ­
in in e  in  th e  m ale th e  A nim a."
T h is  c o n c e p t io n  was a c c e p te d  by 

some p s y c h o a n a ly s t s  and r e j e c t e d  by o t h e r s .  Thus 
th e  id e a  has l a i n  s o r t  o f  u n ten d ed  fo r  some y e a r s .
I  have o f t e n  s a id  t h a t  th o s e  o f  us p ro m o tin g  th e  id e a  
o f  th e  D ual P e r s o n a l i t y  have ta k e n  up w here Jung l e f t  
o f f .  Up t i l l  th e  l a s t  few  m onths i t  was an i n t e r ­
e s t i n g  th e o r y  t h a t  seem ed to  f i t  th e  o b s e r v a t io n s  
b u t one c o u ld  n o t  be any more c o n c r e t e  a b o u t i t  th an  
b e in g  aw are t h a t  one f e l t  d i f f e r e n t  as th e  fem m ese lf  
th a n  as th e  man s e l f  a n d . c o n s id e r in g  t h a t  t h i s  was 
an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  th e  v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  th e o r y .

Why do I  s a y  "up u n t i l  th e  l a s t  few  m onths"
( I  g u e s s  I  sh o u ld  r e a l l y  sa y  th e  l a s t  6 w eek s)?  I t  
i s  b e c a u se  o f  w hat has happened to  me d u r in g  t h i s  
p e r io d .  B e fo r e  I  go i n t o  t h i s  I  th in k  I  sh o u ld  make 
th e  same s o r t  o f  e x p la n a t io n  t h a t  I  have made p r io r  
to  d e s c r ib in g  one o f  my t r i p s ;  nam ely  t h a t  I  am n o t  
w r i t in g  t h i s  down to  b r a g , to  lo r d  i t  o v e r  th o s e  
l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  o r  to  t r y  to  s e t  m y s e lf  up a s  som e­



th in g  s p e c i a l .  N o, I  have n o  need  to  d ecen d  to  su c h  
l e v e l s .  But when I  w r i t e  o f  so m e th in g  t h a t  I  have  
done or  so m e th in g  t h a t  has happened  to  me o r  some 
c o n c e p t io n  I  have come up w ith  i t  i s  t o  s t im u la t e  
th e  r e s t  o f  you to  th in k  a b o u t th e  c o n c e p t ,  e v a lu a t e  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e  or j u s t  to  l i v e  i t  w it h  me v i c a r i o u s l y .  
T hat i s  a b o u t th e  s i t u a t i o n  t h i s  t im e , f o r  I  w ant to  
t r y  to  sa y  so m e th in g  in  t h i s  colum n t h a t  may have  
g e n e r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I ’m n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I ' l l  be s u c ­
c e s s f u l  in  p u t t in g  my own f e e l i n g s  on p a p er  b u t I 'm  
g o in g  to  g iv e  i t  a w h ir l .  To th e  e x t e n t  t h a t  I  c a n ,  
p erh ap s you c a n , i n  im a g in a t io n ,  p u t y o u r s e l f  in  my 
s h o e s  (h ig h  h e e l s  o f  c o u r s e )  and s e e  i f  you  w ould  
f e e l  much th e  sam e.

So w hat happened? W ell s i n c e  th e  t im e  o f  my 
s e p a r a t io n  and d iv o r c e  3 y e a r s  a g o , I  have b e e n  l i v ­
in g  in  a s m a ll  h o u se  in  one o f  th e  ca n y o n s i n  th e  
H ollyw ood  H i l l s .  I t  was h an d y , c o n v e n ie n t  and com­
p a c t  and w ith  some c a r e  V ir g in ia  c o u ld  come and go  
as w e l l  as C h a r le s .  But t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e e t  b e ­
came a h aven  f o r  H ip p ie s  w ith  t h e i r  thum ping m u s ic ,  
th e  s p o r t s  c a r s  and c y c l e s  t h a t  b u zzed  up th e  h i l l s  
w ith  th e  c u t o u t s  o p e n , e t c .  More and more I  g o t  
bugged by th e  n o i s e ,  th e  n e ig h b o r s  and th e  p r o x im ity  
o f  e v e r y t h in g .  F i n a l l y  one day I  j u s t  in  e f f e c t  s a id  
( i n  an u n la d y l ik e  manner b e c a u se  i t  was C h a r le s  who 
s a id  i t )  " th e  h e l l  w it h  t h i s ,  I 'm  g o in g  t o  f in d  a 
b ig g e r ,  q u i e t e r ,  more p r iv a t e  p la c e  w here I  w ont be  
bugged by anybody o r  a n y th in g " . I  s t a r t e d  to  lo o k  
and s h o r t l y  d is c o v e r e d  th e  p l a c e .  I  b o u g h t i t  and 
moved a b o u t D ec. 8 t h .  B eca u se  i t  was some d i s t a n c e  
from  my p r e v io u s  q u a r te r s  I  a l s o  had to  move C heva­
l i e r .  T h is  m oving i s  w hat made #48  l a t e  and th e  
c a t c h in g  up I  have had to  do i s  w h at h as made t h i s  
i s s u e  l a t e  t o o .

But I  d id  g e t  moved in  and th e n  b egan  th e  b u s i ­
n e s s  o f  f in d in g  a s t o v e ,  r e f r i g e r a t o r ,  d r a p e s ,  c u r ­
t a i n s ,  ru g s and a l l  th e  r e s t .  M ost o f  t h i s  i s  b e ­
h in d  me now b u t th e  p r o c e s s  o f  i t  i s  w hat b egan  th e  
a w a ren ess  o f  w hat I 'm  g o in g  to  t r y  to  e x p la in  to  
y o u . The h ou se  i s  l a r g e - - 3  b e d r o o m s--o n e  o f  w h ich
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I ' v e  made i n t o  C h e v a l i e r ' s  o f f i c e .  The seco n d  has  
become th e  g u e s t  room (and a t  th e  moment c a t c h  a l l  
o f  t h i n g s  n o t  y e t  s o r t e d  o u t ) .  The t h i r d  w h ich  WAS 
t h e  m a s te r  bedroom has become th e  " M i s t r e s s ' s "  b e d ­
room. P i c t u r e  w a l l  t o  w a l l  b e i g e  c a r p e t i n g ,  w h i t e  
w i t h  g o l d  t r im  F ren ch  P r o v i n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  w i t h  a 
c o r n e r  d e s k  t h a t  becom es a kn ee  h o l e  v a n i t y ;  a d o u b le  
bed w i t h  a l o v e l y  b e d s p r e a d ;  a 6 f o o t  h o r i z o n t a l  
m ir r o r  o v e r  th e  lo n g  c h e s t  o f  draw ers  p lu s  a f u l l  
l e n g t h  v e r t i c l e  o n e;  a w a l k - i n  w ardrobe c l o s e t  w i t h  
c l o t h e s  p o l e s  on e a c h  s i d e  and cu p b oard s  a b o v e ,  p lu s  
a v e r t i c l e  cupboard  a b o u t  2 f e e t  w id e  and deep  w i t h  
a d j u s t a b l e  s h e l v e s  i n  w h ic h  ca n  be k e p t  w i g s ,  p a d s ,  
h a t s ,  e t c .  T h is  t h e n  i s  V i r g i n i a ' s  room, and i t  i s  
l o v e l y .  The r e s t  o f  th e  h o u se  i s  a l l  c a r p e t e d  to o  
and my f u r n i t u r e ,  th o  s p a r s e ,  manages to  make i t  
l o o k  f i l l e d  up.

There i s  a l o t  o f  g a r d e n  f r o n t  and back w h ich  
n e e d s  a l l  manner o f  w ork. The h o u se  i s  r i g h t  on a 
ca n y o n  s t r e e t  b u t  has o n l y  one n e ig h b o r  b eh in d  a 
h i g h  f e n c e  and h e d g e .  G eography p r e c lu d e s  any o t h e r  
n e ig h b o r s  e v e r .  The s i t u a t i o n  t h e r e f o r e  i s  t h a t  I ,  
V i r g i n i a  ca n  come and go b ig  as  l i f e ,  work i n  a sun  
d r e s s  on t h e  f r o n t  lawn o r  th e  s i d e  l o t ,  c l i p p i n g  
h e d g e s ,  p u l l i n g  d a n d e l i o n s ,  p l a n t i n g  p e t u n i a s  or  
w h a t e v e r - .  I  am j u s t  a woman w o rk in g  i n  h er  g a r d e n .  
I n s i d e  o f  th e  h o u se  I  ca n  and do d u s t ,  vacuum, i r o n ,  
mop up , c o o k ,  c l e a n  up , s e w ,  p a i n t  and w h a te v e r  e l s e  
a woman n e e d s  t o  d o .  I f  C h a r le s  n eed s  to  come to  
l i f e  a s  he d o e s  p a r t  o f  m ost e v e r y  w eek , he d oes  so  
w i t h  no c o n f u s i o n  f o r  e i t h e r  me or  anyone e l s e .  T h is  
t h e r e f o r e  i s  OUR h o u se  th o  p r i m a r i l y  V i r g i n i a ' s .

I t  i s  am azing  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  o n l y  18 months ago  
I  was g o in g  th r u  h e l l  w i t h  th e  d i v o r c e  and to d a y  I  
am h a p p ie r  th a n  I  have e v e r  b een  b e f o r e  i n  my l i f e .  
T h is  h a p p in e s s  has s e t  me t o  t h i n k i n g  as t o  how come. 
I t  i s  much more th a n  j u s t  h a v in g  a n i c e  p l a c e  to  
l i v e  e t c .  I  am a t  l a s t  FREE o f  a l l  th e  problem s  
t h a t  have  bugged me m ost  o f  my l i f e  (and w h ich  un­
f o r t u n a t e l y  bug m ost  o f  y o u ) .  I  d o n ' t  have to  answ er  
t o  w i f e ,  h u sb an d , p a r e n t s ,  e m p lo y e r ,  n e ig h b o r s  or
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anyone e l s e  as  lo n g  as  I  o b ey  th e  law  and pay my 
t a x e s .  But more th a n  freed om  from t h e s e  t h i n g s  I  
s e n s e  t h a t  I  am more r e a l  th a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  V i r g i n i a  
has lo n g  b een  a t r u l y  s e p a r a t e  p e r s o n a l i t y  from  
C h a r le s ,  n o t  o n l y  t o  me b u t  to  m ost e v e r y o n e  who has  
o c c a s i o n  to  m eet  them b o t h .  But t h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  
was m a n i f e s t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  p e o p le  p r i m a r i l y .  
But now I  am a h o u s e w i f e  -  l i t e r a l l y .  I  have  th e  
jo b  t o  do and I  become th e  p e r s o n  who d o es  th e  j o b .  
Think on t h a t  f o r  a moment. I t  has become e v i d e n t  
to  me t h a t  i n  many ways th e  jo b  t o  be d o n e - - a n d  I  
mean "job" i n  th e  s e n s e  o f  th e  p o s i t i o n  t o  be o c c u ­
p ie d  n o t  i n  th e  s e n s e  o f  a t a s k  t o  be p er form ed  - -  
d e te r m in e s  th e  n a tu r e  o f  th e  p e r s o n  d o in g  i t .

L et  me e x p l a i n .  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  d o in g  a l l  manner 
o f  t h i n g s  i n  MY h o u se  t h a t  any woman w ould  do and 
d o in g  them w i t h o u t  any f e e l i n g  o f  f,now I  am a woman 
so  I  must do t h i s  and I  s h o u ld  do th a t"  and a l l  su c h  
a r t i f i c i a l i t y .  I  s im p ly  f i n d  m y s e l f  d o in g  them and 
e n j o y in g  th e  d o i n g .  I  s t o p  t o  a sk  m y s e l f  - -  "Do 
women do t h e s e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s  i n  t h e s e  ways b e ­
c a u s e  th e y  a r e  f e m a le s  or  b e c a u s e  th e y  w ere  t a u g h t  
as l i t t l e  g i r l s  t o  do so ?  Are t h e s e  f e m in in e  i n t e r ­
e s t s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and f e e l i n g s  a b o u t  t h e  h o u se  and 
home in h e r e n t  i n  th e  woman b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  a f em a le?
I f  t h e y  a r e  t h e n  how can  I  have  th e  same f e e l i n g s  
and a t t i t u d e s  when I  am n o t  a fe m a le ?  F u r t h e r ,  i f  
t h e y  a r e  l e a r n e d  by v i r t u e  o f  h a v in g  b e e n  a l i t t l e  
g i r l  a t  home w i t h  m o th er ,  how c o u ld  I  have  them s i n c e  
I  was n e v e r  a l i t t l e  g i r l  (w o r se  lu c k ) ?  I  t h e r e f o r e  
a r r i v e d  a t  th e  i d e a  t h a t  th e  j o b ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  th e  
c ir c u m s t a n c e ,  i f  you w i l l ,  d e t e r m in e s  th e  r e a c t i o n .
I  am a h o u s e w i f e ,  Mrs. J o n e s  i s  a h o u s e w i f e  e t c .  and  
b e in g  i n  th e  jo b  o r  p o s i t i o n  o f  h o u s e w i f e  b r in g s  
f o r t h  th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s p o n s e  and f e e l i n g s  i n  b o th  
o f  u s .  Thus t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r i s e  p r i m a r i l y  o u t  o f  th e  
p o s i t i o n  a woman f i n d s  h e r s e l f  i n  and n o t  o u t  o f  h e r ­
s e l f .  Put more b r o a d ly  (pun i s  a c k n o w le d g e d ) ,  a 
l a r g e  p a r t  o f  f e m i n i n i t y  i s  a s o c i a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  a 
s o c i a l  s e t  up (w h eth er  h o u s e w i f e r y  or  j u s t  b e in g  a 
fe m a le  i n  a m ale dom in ated  s o c i e t y )  r a t h e r  th a n  an
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e x t e r n a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  i n h e r e n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  from  
t h e  m a le .

Now one has  t o  h a s t e n  t o  add , b e f o r e  somebody  
e l s e  r a i s e s  th e  p o i n t ,  t h a t  a l l  h o u s e w iv e s  a r e  n o t  
e q u a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d ,  p r o f i c i e n t  o r  e f f e c t i v e  i n  th e  
a r t ,  and n e i t h e r  a r e  a l l  women e q u a l l y  fe m in in e  in  
t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  a b i l i t i e s  e t c .  G ranted .  
But t h i s  o n l y  p r o v e s  th e  p o i n t .  A l l  f e m a le s  a r e  n o t  
a l i k e  i n  a n y t h in g  o t h e r  th a n  t h e i r  f e m a le n e s s  any  
more th a n  a l l  m a le s  a r e  a l i k e  e x c e p t  i n  t h e i r  m a le -  
ness*. Now t a k i n g  a l o t  o f  d i f f e r i n g  f e m a le s  and p u t  
them i n  one common s i t u a t i o n  and o b v i o u s l y  you add 
a more o r  l e s s  e q u a l  s i t u a t i o n a l  q u a n t i t y  t o  a number 
o f  u n e q u a l  i n d i v i d u a l  q u a n t i t i e s .  N a t u r a l l y  you come 
up w i t h  u n e q u a l  t o t a l s .  From your h ig h  s c h o o l  g e o ­
m e tr y  you  may r e c a l l  t h a t ,  " I f  e q u a l  q u a n t i t i e s  a r e  
added t o  u n e q u a l  q u a n t i t i e s  th e  r e s u l t s  a r e  u n e q u a l" .  
But t h i s  u n e q u a l  f i n a l  r e s u l t  d o es  n o t  i n v a l i d a t e  
t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e  jo b  a c t  
more o r  l e s s  e q u a l l y  on a l l  t h o s e  h o ld in g  th e  jo b  
and ch a n g e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  b e h a v io r  p a t t e r n s  a c c o r d ­
i n g l y .  When t h e  rug i s  d i r t y  and n eed s  vacuum ing  
one d o e s  i t  b e c a u s e  th e  rug i n  e f f e c t  a sk s  to  be  
c l e a n e d  r a t h e r  th a n  b e c a u s e  one s u d d e n ly  g e t s  an  
u r g e  t o  vacuum. Thus t h e  b e h a v io r  i s  a p p r o p r ia t e  
t o  th e  s t i m u l u s .

W e l l ,  a l l  o f  t h i s  may seem  v e r y  a b s t r a c t  and 
h a r d l y  w o r th  w a s t i n g  v a l u a b l e  TVia p a g es  on. But 
f o r  t h  more t h o u g h t f u l  and i n s i g h t f u l  o f  you i t  
may s t i m u l a t e  some i n t e r e s t i n g  t h o u g h t s .  I  t i t l e d  
t h i s  a r t i c l e  " U n fo ld in g  th e  Anima" b e c a u s e  I  f e e l  
t h a t  i s  w hat has b e e n  h a p p en in g  to  me s i n c e  moving  
i n t o  t h i s  h o u s e .  S u r e l y  w h a te v e r  th e  "anima" a c t ­
u a l l y  i s  has b e e n  w i t h  me i n  some d e g r e e  and c o n ­
d i t i o n  f o r  y e a r s .  But a l l  o f  a su d d en  I  f i n d  m y s e l f  
IN th e  " job "  t h a t  c a l l s  f o r  an anima r e a c t i o n  and 
p r e s t o  i t  seem s t o  u n f o ld  and open  up i n s i d e  me and 
I  f i n d  a b i l i t i e s ,  i n t e r e s t s ,  f a s c i n a t i o n s  and s a t ­
i s f a c t i o n s  t h a t  I  d i d n ' t  know w ere t h e r e .  T h is  
r e a l l y  l e t t i n g  th e  " g i r l  w i t h in "  n o t  o n ly  come to
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l i f e  i n  th e  s e n s e  I ' v e  d e f i n e d  b e f o r e  i n  c o i n i n g  th e  
word " fe m m e -p e r s o n a to r " , b u t  to  BE i n  th e  s i t u a t i o n  
where a woman n o r m a l ly  f i n d s  h e r s e l f  and th e n  f i n d ­
in g  t h a t  womanly i n t e r e s t s  and s a t i s f a c t i o n s  come 
f o r t h ,  has b een  a f a s c i n a t i n g  t h i n g  t o  w a tch  as an  
o b s e r v e r  e v e n  i f  i t  i s  h a p p en in g  to  o n e s e l f  a s  th e  
s u b j e c t .

U n fo ld in g  th e  "anima" w i t h i n  m y s e l f  has b een  
so m eth in g  a k in  to  th e  b u t t e r f l y  em erg in g  from i t s  
c o c o o n .  I t s  w in g s  a r e  wrapped around th e  body and 
a r e  damp, s o f t  and o f  no u se  f o r  f l y i n g .  G r a d u a l ly  
i n  th e  warmth o f  th e  sun  th e y  u n f o l d ,  sp r e a d  o u t ,  
d r y ,  h arden  and become f u n c t i o n a l  f l y i n g  a p p e n d a g e s .  
They i n c i d e n t a l l y  a r e  r e v e a l e d  as  o b j e c t s  n o t  o n ly  
o f  u t i l i t y  b u t  o f  b e a u ty  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  d a i n t y  and 
d e l i c a t e  m a r k in g s ,  i r r i d e s c e n t  c o l o r s ,  e t c .  T h is  i s  
a b o u t  what has happened to  me. The c o c o o n  I  was i n  
was th e  l i t t l e ,  crow ded, u n c o m fo r ta b le  h ou se  i n .w h i c h  
I  p a sse d  my "pupal" s t a g e  l a s t  3 y e a r s .  I  move to  
a b i g g e r ,  b e t t e r ,  more b e a u t i f u l  and more demanding  
w orld  o f  a new home and I  shed  my c o c o o n  and b e g in  
to  u n f o l d .  V a r io u s  n e c e s s i t i t i e s  o f  d e c o r a t i o n ,  
a l t e r a t i o n ,  c l e a n i n g ,  r e p a i r i n g ,  p a i n t i n g ,  g a r d e n ­
in g  and g e n e r a l  s p r u c in g  up p r o v id e d  th e  s t i m u l u s  
to  u n f o ld  th e  V i r g i n i a  b u t t e r f l y  to  a much g r e a t e r  
e x t e n t  th an  e v e r  b e f o r e .  As sh e  s e t t l e s  i n t o  her  
new r o l e  as  ow ner, h o u s e w i f e ,  woman jin ( n o t  o f )  th e  
w o r ld ,  her  w in g s  (h e r  anima) u n f o l d ,  d r y ,  h arden  
and become c a p a b le  o f  s u s t a i n i n g  h er  i n  f l i g h t  th r u  
th e  r e s t  o f  h er  l i f e .  The "anima" i n  th e  w h o le  
C h a r l e s - V i r g i n i a  b e in g  u n f o l d i n g  i n  th e  s u n s h in e  o f  
o p p o r t u n i t y  a s  w e l l  as n e c e s s i t y ,  h a rd en s  and f ir m s  
up a s  a t o t a l  human b e in g  and makes V i r g i n i a  a more 
r e a l ,  s e l f - c o n f i d a n t  and s o c i a l l y  f u n c t i o n a l  p e r s o n .  
T h is  new c r e a t u r e  i s  found to  be b e a u t i f u l  t o o ,  e v e n  
as th e  b u t t e r f l y s  w in g s  a r e  b e a u t i f u l - - n o t  b e a u t i f u l  
i n  th e  e x t e r n a l  f a c e ,  f i g u r e ,  and h a ir d o  s e n s e  b u t  
b e a u t i f u l  in w a r d ly  as  a p e r s o n ,  f r e e  t o  b e ,  f r e e  t o  
d o , no lo n g e r  a f r a i d ,  no lo n g e r  f i g h t i n g ,  -  m i s t r e s s  
o f  her  own f a t e  and f u l l y  aware o f  h e r s e l f  and h er  
c a p a b i l i t i e s  e t c .  That b e a u ty  i s  e v i d e n t  t o  me my-
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s e l f  i n  th e  form  o f  c o m p le te  h a p p i n e s s .  Not a g i g ­
g l i n g ,  g u s h in g  k in d  o f  p l e a s u r e ,  b u t  a deep  down 
a w a r e n e ss  o f  h a v in g  come home to  b e in g  a t  l a s t  and 
t r u l y  me, Me, MEI

T h is  l e a d s  t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  th e  s e c o n d  p a r t  
o f  th e  t i t l e ;  !,What i s  th e  G oal?" I  m ig h t  have  
c a l l e d  i t  "W hither a r e  we d r i f t i n g ? "  More th an  
o n ce  th e  q u e s t i o n  has b een  a sk ed  o f  me, "Where d oes  
TV l e a d ,  w hat i s  th e  end r e s u l t " ?  S e v e r a l  y e a r s  
ago I  g o t  i n t o  some p r e t t y  lo n g  and i n v o l v e d  d i s ­
c u s s i o n s  w i t h  one o f  my o l d e r  r e a d e r s  and f r i e n d s  
(and when sh e  r e a d s  t h i s  s h e ’ l l  know I  mean h e r )  who 
to o k  th e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  th e  o n ly  l o g i c a l  end o f  TV 
d e v e lo p m e n t  was e i t h e r  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  or  t r a n s e x u a l i t y .  
C o n s u l t in g  m y s e l f  as  an exam ple  as  I  a lw a y s  d o ,  I  
j u s t  knew t h a t  w a s n ' t  so  and had g r e a t  argum ents  
w i t h  h e r  a b o u t  i t .  However, I  c o u ld  o n ly  a s s e r t  
t h a t  i t  w a s n ' t  s o  and t r y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  
i n  e v e r y  way I  c o u l d .  I  was n o t  a b l e ,  th o u g h ,  t o  
p u t  up any v e r y  c l e a r  c u t  a l t e r n a t i v e  g o a l  or  end 
p o i n t .  I  f e l t  my f r i e n d s  p o i n t s  w ere  wrong b u t  I  
c o u l d n ' t  p rod u ce  a v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e  o t h e r  
th a n  t o  c o n te n d  t h a t  one c o u ld  j u s t  go  on b e in g  a 
TV i n d e f i n i t e l y  w i t h o u t  f a l l i n g  o f f  o f  th e  t r a c k  to  
e i t h e r  th e  r i g h t  or  th e  l e f t .

Now, h o w e v e r ,  I  do have th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  i n  what  
I  have d e s c r i b e d  t o  you a b o v e .  Very  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  
and u n h a p p i ly ,  v e r y  few  TVs w i l l  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l .  
T h is  i s  n o t  a way o f  s a y i n g  t h a t  I  am s p e c i a l  and 
b e t t e r  e t c .  e t c .  b e c a u s e  I ' v e  made i t  and you w ont.
No, i t  i s  n o t  t h a t  I  a s  a p e r s o n  have any b e t t e r  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  th a n  th e  n e x t  TV, b u t  we a r e  s o  s u r ­
rounded  by l i m i t a t i o n s ,  c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  i n h i b i t i o n s ,  
a n t a g o n i s m s ,  f e a r s ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  p e n a l t i e s ,  and 
on and o n ,  you a l l  know w hat I  mean, t h a t  th e  ch a n ces  
f o r  anyone p u l l i n g  th ro u g h  t h a t  m orass a r e  n o t  v e r y  
g r e a t .  I ' v e  b een  th ro u g h  th e  p a in  o f  e x p o s u r e  t w ic e  
and s u f f e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  b u t  a l s o  f r e e i n g  m y s e l f  o f
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th e  bugaboo t h a t  s t a r t s  w i t h  th e  q u e s t i o n ,  "What
w ould happen t o  me i f  p e o p le  knew-------?" Tempered
by t h i s  f i r e  I  s t a r t e d  T r a n s v e s t i a ,  tem pered by th e  
f e a r s ,  c o s t s ,  and p a in s  o f  my f i g h t  w i t h  th e  p o s t a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  I  w ent t o  W ash in gton  and p u t  my head i n  
th e  l i o n s  mouth. I  was f o r t u n a t e  i n  b e in g  a b l e  t o  
p u l l  i t  o u t  a g a i n  (he  has a w fu l  h a l i t o s i s )  and made 
some s t r i d e s  i n  th e  p r o c e s s .  A l s o  due t o  t h a t  m a t t e r  
I  b egan  t o  g i v e  th e  l e c t u r e s  w h ich  l e d  t o  r a d io  and 
TV a p p e a r a n c e s ,  e t c .  My se c o n d  w i f e  was u n d e r s t a n d ­
in g  and h e lp e d  me grow f u r t h e r  i n  p e r s o n a l  d e v e l o p ­
m ent. My econ om ic  p o s i t i o n  d e v e lo p e d  i n  su c h  a way 
t h a t  once  I  was s i n g l e ,  C h a r le s  c o u ld  a f f o r d  to  s e l l  
o u t  h i s  b u s i n e s s  and r e t i r e .  My s c i e n t i f i c  t r a i n i n g  
g a v e  me c o n t a c t s  w i t h  D r s . e t c .  and p r o v id e d  me w i t h  
a r e s e a r c h  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  The c o n c a t e n a t i o n  o f  a l l  
o f  t h e s e  c ir c u m s t a n c e s  g o t  me t o  my p r e s e n t  s t a t u s .
The p o i n t  I  am t r y i n g  t o  make i s  t h a t  I  am w here I  
am n o t  s o  much b e c a u s e  o f  any p e r s o n a l  e f f o r t s  or  
a b i l i t i e s  b u t  j u s t  b e c a u s e  t h i n g s  d e v e lo p e d  t h a t  
way. But b e in g  where I  am r e g a r d l e s s  o f  how I  g o t  
t h e r e  or  anyone e l s e  g e t t i n g  t o  th e  same p l a c e ,  I  
now know th e  answ er to  th e  argum ents my f r i e n d  r a i s e d .

I  have l i t e r a l l y  gone as  f a r  a s  a TV ca n  go and 
rem ain  a TV. I f  I  w ere to  have s u r g e r y  t h a t  w ould  
o b v i o u s l y  d i s q u a l i f y  me as a TV and I  have no d e s i r e  
f o r  i t  and w ould r e f u s e  i t  i f  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  was 
o f f e r e d  f r e e  b e c a u s e  I  am v e r y  s t r o n g l y  aware o f  th e  
in a d e q u a c y  o f  t h a t  s o l u t i o n  to  l i f e s  p rob lem s f o r  
a l l  b u t  a v e r y  few  r e a l l y  t r u l y  t r a n s s e x u a l s  and I  
d o n t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  n e a r l y  as  many o f  t h e s e  as  
one w ould t h in k  from r e a d in g  v a r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  and  
b o o k s .  I t  would be j u s t  a m a t te r  o f  g e t t i n g  o u t  o f  
th e  f r y i n g  pan o f  one g e n d e r  i n t o  th e  f i r e  o f  th e  
o t h e r .  I t s  o n ly  m e r i t  w ould  be th e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  o f  
c r o s s  d r e s s i n g  b u t  a t  a t e r r i b l e  p r i c e .  T h is  w ould  
have no m e r i t  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  i n c i d e n t a l l y  a s  t h e r e  
i s  no law  a g a i n s t  c r o s s  d r e s s i n g .

I f  one w en t th e  hom osexu a l r o u t e  he w ould  do s o  
b e c a u s e  he w ish e d  to  em p h a s ize  th e  s e x u a l  s i d e  o f
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th e  f e m a l e - f e m i n i n e  co m p lex .  For me t h i s  would n o t  
do. I ,  as V i r g i n i a ,  l i k e  m a s c u l in e  company s i n c e  
m a s c u l i n i t y  com plem ents f e m i n i n i t y ,  b u t  I  have no 
d e s i r e  w h a te v e r  f o r  m ale company by w h ich  I  mean d e ­
s e n d in g  t o  th e  s e x u a l  l e v e l .  T h is  i s  j u s t  n o t  my 
"Thing" t o  u s e  a h ip p y  e x p r e s s i o n ,  and i t  to o  would  
d i s q u a l i f y  me as a TV. F i n a l l y  I  c o u ld  ta k e  th e  
r o u t e  o f  l i v i n g  as V i r g i n i a  100% o f  th e  t im e .  T h is  
w ould  g i v e  p l e n t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  d r e s s ,  b u t  th e n  
i t  would  n o t  be i n  c o n t r a s t  to  m a s c u l i n i t y  b u t  would  
become a m a t te r  o f  n e c e s s i t y  and n e c e s s i t i e s  a re  
se ld o m  jo y o u s  m a t t e r s .  To ta k e  t h i s  s t e p  p u ts  a l l  
th e  em p h a sis  on g e n d e r  j u s t  a s  s u r g e r y  p u t s  a l l  th e  
em p h asis  on s e x .  In  b o th  c a s e s  I  f e e l  t h a t  I  need  
b o th  n o t  j u s t  a l o t  o f  o n e .  S e x u a l l y  s p e a k in g  I  
e n j o y  b e in g  a m a le .  G e n d e r a l ly  s p e a k in g  I  e n j o y  
b e in g  b o th  C h a r le s  and V i r g i n i a  b e c a u s e  I  r e a l i z e  
t h a t  e a c h  p r o v i d e s  a c o n t r a s t  to  th e  o t h e r  and l e n d s  
d e p th  and p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  th e  t o t a l  l i f e .  I  p r o b a b ly  
e n j o y  V i r g i n i a  more and spend more t im e  as V i r g i n i a ,  
b u t  a f t e r  a l l  C h a r le s  i s  way ahead on t o t a l  t im e  
l i v e d  and e x p e r i e n c e s  e n jo y e d  s o  V i r g i n i a  has much 
c a t c h i n g  up t o  d o . N e v e r t h e l e s s  C h a r le s  has h i s  
p l a c e  and t h a t  r o l e  i s  e n jo y e d  t o o .  Thus as I  s*ay 
I ' v e  come to  th e  end o f  th e  l i n e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  
th e  TV and w hat do I  f i n d  i t  t o  be? Why am I  s a t i s ­
f i e d  t o  s a y  I  have a r r i v e d ,  I  have no need t o  t r a v e l  
more e x c e p t  i n  t im e  and e x p e r ie n c e ?

I  g u e s s  i t  i s  b e c a u s e  I  am s o  v e r y  c o n t e n t  w i t h  
t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  a r e  now. I  f e e l  no n e e d ,  no d r i v e  to
" t r y  so m e th in g  e l s e " ,  t o  go j u s t  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r  to
s e e  what i t ' s  l i k e .  A f t e r  a lo n g  j o u r n e y  a r r i v i n g  
home i s  a v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g  t h i n g ,  b r i n g i n g  p e a c e ,  c o n ­
te n tm e n t  and a w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l e a v e  a l l  th e  p u sh in g  
and s h o v in g  t o  o t h e r s .  "Home" i n  t h e  s e n s e  I 'm
t h i n k i n g  o f  i n  r e g a r d  t o  TV i s  n o t  a p l a c e ,  nor a
l e v e l  o f  a c c o m p lish m e n t  TV -w ise  ( t h i s  may v e r y  w e l l  
d i f f e r  from one TV t o  a n o t h e r ) .  I t  i s  r a t h e r  a s e n s e  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no lo n g e r  any f r u s t r a t i o n  o v e r  g o a l s  
and d e s i r e s  u n a t t a i n e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  no more 
g o a l s  t o  be y ea rn ed  f o r .  I ' v e  lo n g  t a lk e d  a b o u t
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P ea ce  o f  Mind, b u t  now I  know what i t  r e a l l y  i s .  I  
know now t h a t  my t o t a l  human s e l f  e n co m p a sses  b o th  
C h a r le s  and V i r g i n i a ,  t h a t  b o th  can  and m ust l i v e  
n o t  j u s t  i n  th e  mind b u t  i n  t h e  f l e s h ,  i n  communi­
c a t i o n  and in t e r c h a n g e  w i t h  o t h e r  humans. M orover ,
I  have found t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  more p e o p l e  th a n  you  
m igh t  s u s p e c t  who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  me as  a 
human b e in g  w h e th e r  I  ap p ear  b e f o r e  them as a man 
or as  a woman. T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  g r e a t l y  f o r t i f i e s  
my s e n s e  o f  my own t o t a l i t y  and e r a s e s  th e  f e e l i n g  
o f  p l a y i n g  a " r o le "  be i t  a m a s c u l in e  o r  f e m in in e  
o n e .  T h i s ,  combined w i t h  my a w a r e n e ss  o f  t h e  v a l u e  
o f  c o n t r a s t  o f  th e  m a s c u l in e  and f e m in in e  e l e m e n t s  
and th e  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  commit m y s e l f  1007o t o  e i t h e r  
p lu s  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  my new home a f f o r d s  me t o  
r e a l l y  u n f o ld  my " a n i m a " , - - t h a t  a s p e c t  o f  my t o t a l  
s e l f  w h ic h  though v e r y  much a p a r t  o f  me (and a l l  
men) has b een  i n h i b i t e d  and s u p r e s s e d  i n  v a r y i n g  
d e g r e e s  a l l  o f  C h a r le s  l i f e ,  - -  makes me v e r y  much 
aware t h a t  th e  g o a l ,  th e  end p o i n t  o f  TVism i s  j u s t  
t h e s e  t h i n g s .  1) a w a r e n e ss  o f  th e  n eed  f o r  e x p r e s ­
s i o n  o f  on es  t o t a l  s e l f  th u s  r e j e c t i n g  b o th  s u r g e r y  
and f u l l  t im e d e d i c a t i o n  t o  th e  f e m in in e  s i d e ,  2 )  
a w a r e n e s s  t h a t  one c o n t i n u e s  t o  m a in t a in  a r e a l  e n ­
jo y m e n t  o f  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  womankind a s  p e o p le  
p e r s o n i f y i n g  one o f  th e  two prim e a s p e c t s  o f  e x i s t -  
a n ce  and n o t  m e r e ly  a s  o b j e c t s  t o  be  used, f o r  th e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  o n es  s e x u a l  n e e d s - - t h u s  r e j e c t i n g  
t h e  id e a  o f  co m p etin g  w i t h  them f o r  m ale  s e x u a l  a c t ­
i v i t y  (h o m o s e x u a l i t y )  w h ic h  by th e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  
i t  d e g r a d e s  th e  b e a u t i f u l  and c r e a t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  th e  
f e m a l e ,  and f i n a l l y  3 )  a r r i v a l  a t  a s e t  o f  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s ,  e c o n o m ic ,  d o m e s t i c ,  s o c i a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
w hereby one ca n  u n f o l d  o n e s  in n e r  s e l f  i n  freed o m  
and o p e n n e ss  t o  s u c h  a d e g r e e  t h a t  s e l f  a c c e p t a n c e  
become« p r id e  i n  o n e s e l f  and dreams become r e a l i t y .

The f a c t  t h a t  m ost o f  t h o s e  s e t t i n g  o u t  on th e  
lo n g  march to  t h i s  g o a l  w i l l  n o t  g e t  t h e r e  f o r  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s  d oes  n o t  i n  any way d i m i n i s h  th e  
r e a l i t y  o f  th e  c o n d i t i o n .  P r o b a b ly  m ost o f  t h o s e  
who read  t h e s e  l i n e s  w i l l  n o t  have th e  good f o r t u n e
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t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l  a t  l e a s t  t o  th e  d e g r e e  t h a t  I  
have  d e s c r i b e d  i t ,  b u t  I  have e l e c t e d  to  d i s c u s s  i t  
t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  I  have as  a means o f  r e a s s u r i n g  
t h o s e  who may s t i l l  h arb or  some in n e r  d o u b ts  a s  to  
w hat l i e s  a t  th e  end o f  th e  road  t h e y  a r e  t r e a d i n g .
I  j u s t  w ant you t o  know t h a t  th e  g o a l  i s  s a f e  and 
good and p e a c e f u l  and a t t a i n a b l e  and t h a t  w h eth er  
you a t t a i n  i t  or  n o t ,  you ca n  r e j e c t  any s e c r e t  d ou b ts  
you m ig h t  have  had t h a t  TVism by " a l l  l o g i c a l  r e a s o n ­
in g "  ca n  o n l y  l e a d  t o  s u r g e r y  or  th e  gay  l i f e .  I 'm  
n o t  s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  w ont f o r  some who, n o t  knowing  
b e t t e r ,  g e t  o f f  o f  th e  d i r e c t  p a t h .  I  am s a y in g  
t h a t  i t  n eed  n o t  and t h a t  any who w orry  a b o u t  i t  
s h o u ld  s t o p  w o r r y in g  and k eep  on th e  same p a th  th e y  
have  b e e n  on . C om plete  a w a r e n e ss  o f  on es  c o m p le te  
s e l f  and th e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i t  i s  n o t  bad or u n d e s i r e -  
a b l e .  I t  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  th e  g o a l  o f  many r e l i g i o n s  
and p sy c h o  t h e r a p e u t i c  t e c h n i q u e s .  We TVs h a v e ,  
th r o u g h  some q u ir k  i n  our makeup or  h i s t o r y ,  s im p ly  
d e v e lo p e d  a new road  l e a d i n g  toward th e  same u l t i ­
m ate g o a l .  So t h i n k  o f  th e  b u t t e r f l y ,  and u n f o ld  
y ou r  w in g s  i n  t h e  s u n l i g h t - - l e t  your  "anima" become 
r e a l ,  l i v e  and b e a u t i f u l .

V i r g i n i a
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I .  AGAIN DELAYS: I  warned e v e r y o n e  i n  #47  t h a t  #48
would be d e la y e d  b e c a u s e  o f  my moving and o f  c o u r s e  
i t  w a s .  As t h o s e  o f  you who have moved know, a l l  th e  
prob lem s d o n t  end th e  day you a r e  s l e e p i n g  i n  th e  
new h o u s e .  Thus a l t h o u g h  I  g o t  i n t o  th e  p r e s e n t  
q u a r t e r s  a b o u t  th e  m id d le  o f  D ec . th e  p rob lem s o f  
g e t t i n g  o r g a n i z e d ,  C h r is tm a s  and many o t h e r  m a t t e r s  
hung on s o  t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  d e la y e d  t o o .  H o p e f u l l y  
th e  n e x t  one w i l l  be more on t im e .  But d o n t  be s u r ­
p r i s e d  i f  t h e r e  i s  a s u r p l u s  o f  p i c t u r e s  and c a r t o o n s  
i n  # 5 0  w h ich  w i l l  ta k e  l e s s  t im e  t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  and  
g i v e  me a ch an ce  t o  c a t c h  up. I  m ust a l s o  a p o l o g i z e  
f o r  d e l a y s  i n  s h ip p in g  m e r c h a n d is e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e  
bra and j e l l y  o r d e r s .  I t  to o k  me a b o u t  2% months t o  
g e t  d e l i v e r y  on th e  b ra s  from th e  f a c t o r y  and i f  I  
c a n t  g e t  them I  c a n t  s h i p  them. I  hope you u n d e r ­
s ta n d  and w i l l  f o r g i v e .  But t h e y  have  come i n  now 
and a l l  back o r d e r s  a r e  f i l l e d  I  t h i n k .

I I .  XMAS CARDS AND GIFTS: May I  t a k e  t h i s  g e n e r a l
means o f  th a n k in g  th e  g r e a t  number o f  r e a d e r s  who 
remembered me w i t h  C h r is tm a s  Cards and t h e  s p e c i a l  
few  o f  you who s e n t  me g i f t s .  I t  i s  p l e a s a n t  to  
r e a l i z e  t h a t  one has s o  many f r i e n d s .

I I I .  MUCH NEEDED ASSISTANCE: S t a r t i n g  th e  m id d le  o f
J a n u a r y ,  Mary, one o f  our L .A . FPE members and a lo n g  
t im e  f r i e n d  o f  m in e ,  came t o  work w i t h  me on a p a r t  
t im e b a s i s .  W h ile  i t  t a k e s  some t im e  f o r  anyone  to  
c a t c h  on t o  th e  v a r i o u s  d e t a i l s  t h a t  have  e v o lv e d  i n  
my s y s te m  o f  c h e c k s  and d o u b le  c h e c k s ,  s h e  i s  now 
g e t t i n g  r a t h e r  w e l l  a c q u a in t e d  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m .  So 
i n  th e  f u t u r e  you may be g e t t i n g  n o t e s  from  h er  and 
n o t  from me. Her h e l p ,  as  s h e  l e a r n s  th e  r o p e s ,  w i l l  
f r e e  me t o  c a t c h  up on a l o t  o f  t h i n g s ,  t o  w r i t e  some
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a r t i c l e s ,  s e v e r a l  o f  w h ic h  a r e  "on ord er"  s o  to  
s p e a k ,  and t o  be away from L .A. and know t h a t  th e  
m a i l  w i l l  be p r o c e s s e d  as  u s u a l .  My th an k s  to  her  
f o r  h e r  h e l p .

IV. ANOTHER TRIP: In  May th e  Amer. P s y c h i a t r i c  A ssn ,
i s  h a v in g  a c o n v e n t i o n  i n  B o s to n .  Many o f  th e  im­
p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  i n  th e  f i e l d  o f  TV-TS w i l l  be t h e r e .
I  p l a n  t o  be t h e r e  to o  t o  h o ld  up our end o f  t h i n g s .
I  w ont be on t h e  program b u t  I  w i l l  have o p p o r tu n ­
i t i e s  t o  b u t t o n - h o l e  some o f  th e  M.Ds. I  s a y  "I p la n  
t o  be t h e r e "  b e c a u s e  I  do p l a n ,  b u t  w h eth er  I  w i l l  
make i t  o r  n o t  i s  a q u e s t i o n .  I t  t a k e s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
l o o t  t o  f i n a n c e  a t r i p ,  h o t e l s ,  f o o d ,  t a x i s  e t c .  to  
B o s to n  and way s t a t i o n s .  I  c a n ' t  s ta n d  t h i s  a l l  
a l o n e .  I  am t h e r e f o r e  t r y i n g  to  do t h r e e  t h i n g s ;
1) I 'm  t r y i n g  t o  p e r s u a d e  th e  p u b l i s h e r  o f  "The 
T r a n s v e s t i t e  and H is  W ife" t o  f o o t  some o f  th e  b i l l  
and t o  a r r a n g e  some r a d i o  and TV a p p e a r a n c e s  a c r o s s  
th e  c o u n t r y .  I  ca n  g e t  r e p e a t  a p p e a r a n c e s  i n  C hicago  
I 'm  s u r e ,  and C l e v e la n d  and M in n e a p o l i s  have a l r e a d y  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  ta k e  me. I 'm  s u r e  WBZ i n  
B o s to n  w i l l  do a r e p e a t  t o o .  I  w ant o t h e r  s t a t i o n s  
i n  o t h e r  l a r g e  c i t i e s  and one n a t i o n a l  TV show su ch  
a s  th e  A l l e n  Burke show o u t  o f  New York. You c o u ld  
h e lp  by making c o n t a c t  w i t h  shows i n  your  c i t y  and 
a s k in g  i f  t h e y  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  I f  s o  l e t  me know 
and I  ca n  ta k e  i t  from t h e r e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y  you m igh t  
w r i t e  th e  A l l e n  Burke show i n  N.Y. and t e l l  them 
t h a t  s i n c e  t h e y  d id  a show on TS i t  w ould  be a good  
i d e a  and o n l y  f a i r  t o  do one on TV and t h a t  y o u 'd  
s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e y  c o n t a c t  V i r g i n i a  P r in c e  t o  do i t .  
T h is  m ig h t  h e l p  u r g e  them on . 2 )  I 'm  a l s o  a s k in g  
t h e  F o u n d a t io n  t o  make a d o n a t io n  toward th e  e x p e n s e .  
But FPE dues  a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  to  p r o v id e  l o o s e  c a sh  
t o  be throw n a ro u n d ,  s o  t h e r e  c a n t  be to o  much h e lp  
from t h a t  q u a r t e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  3 )  I 'm  b o l d l y  and 
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d l y  a s k in g  some o f  t h o s e  o f  you who 
ca n  a f f o r d  i t  t o  make a d o n a t io n  toward t h i s  t r i p .
I  hope you u n d e r s ta n d  t h a t  I 'm  n o t  t r y i n g  to  promote  
a v a c a t i o n  a t  y ou r  e x p e n s e ,  b u t  i f  I  ca n  g e t  on r a d io  
a n d /o r  TV i n  8 o r  10 c i t i e s  I 'm  s u r e  you w i l l  a g r e e  
t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  do a l o t  o f  good f o r  th e  " c a u se " .



Tto vu w tia

I t  w i l l  a l s o  u n co v er  a l o t  o f  new p e o p le  who i n  due 
c o u r s e  w i l l  become a v a i l a b l e  t o  you as  p o t e n t i a l  
f r i e n d s  and FPE members. So i f  you t h in k  you c o u ld  
s p a r e  a few  bucks toward t h e s e  t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  I  
t h i n k  i t  w i l l  be a w o r th y  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  and I  w i l l  
c e r t a i n l y  do my b e s t  to  make i t  s o .  I  w i l l  make a 
f u l l  a c c o u n t in g  t o  a l l  who do h e lp  o u t  on t h i s .

V. CONTACT ADDRESS: May I  remind you a g a i n  t h a t  th e
C o n ta c t  a d d r e s s  i s  now  th e  C h e v a l i e r  a d d r e s s .  P l e a s e  
do n o t  any lo n g e r  a d d r e s s  m a i l  t o  th e  form er C o n ta c t  
a d d r e s s .  P l e a s e  a l s o  remember t o  l e a v e  a l l  l e t t e r s  
u n s e a le d  ( o t h e r w i s e  I  j u s t  have to  open them) and 
i n c l u d e  th e  $1 f e e .  I 'm  s o r r y  t h a t  I  have  t o  read  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  g o e s  th r u  C o n ta c t ,  b u t  I  c a n t  ta k e
a ch an ce  on j e o p a r d i z i n g  th e  w h o le  o p e r a t i o n  by som e-  
ones  t h o u g h t l e s s  m a i l i n g  o f  q u e s t i o n a b l e  m a t e r i a l .

V I. PLEA TO CANADIAN READERS: P l e a s e  remember t h a t
t h e r e  i s  a v a l u e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  U .S .  and C anadian  
d o l l a r s .  The l a t t e r  i s  w o r th  a b o u t  92q U .S .  P l e a s e  
remember t h i s  when making paym ent. P l e a s e  a l s o  make 
payments i f  you ca n  w i t h  brown ( U . S . $ )  p o s t a l  money 
o r d e r s  i n s t e a d  o f  C anadian  c a s h  or  p e r s o n a l  C anadian  
c h e c k s .  The form er has t o  be ex ch an ged  w h ich  i s  t im e  
con su m in g ,  and th e  l a t t e r  c a u s e s  c h a r g e  backs a g a i n s t  
my a c c o u n t  f o r  h a n d l in g  them. T h is  i s  n o t  o n ly  c o s t l y  
i n  money b u t  f o u l s  up my f i n a n c i a l  r e c o r d s  t o o .  The 
brown money o r d e r s  go r i g h t  th r u  w i t h o u t  any t r o u b l e  
s o  I ' d  a p p r e c i a t e  your u s i n g  them.

V I I .  REPRINTINGS: A lth o u g h  th e  "TV and W ife " ,  Male
A c t r e s s  and P in k  M irror  have b een  o u t  o f  s t o c k  i n  
th e  r e c e n t  p a s t ,  a l l  a r e  now a v a i l a b l e  and back  
o r d e r s  a r e  b e in g  f i l l e d ,  s o  i f  you o r d e r e d  any o f  
them and g o t  a c r e d i t  s l i p  back  or  w ere t o l d  t h e y  
w ere o u t ,  you can  now r e o r d e r .  A l s o  CLIPSHEET #25  
i s  now a v a i l a b l e  and #26  w i l l  be p r i n t e d  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  c o m p le t e d ,  p r o b a b ly  i n  l a t e  Feb.



‘P e n to n  to  ‘P e M o H -
FPE OR CONTACT MEMBERS ONLY

NOTICE: Use of the "Person to Person" column is lim­
ited to FPE members or to those who have filled out a 
personal information form to join "CONTACT". This 
will be sent on request after reader has received 5 
issues of TRANSVESTIA. Address all answers to ads 
appearing here to CONTACT Box 36091 L.A. 90036, Calif. 
Send answers in unsealed but stamped envelope and en­
close $1 per answer unless this has been prepaid.
+♦♦++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++♦++++++♦♦++++++♦  
3 2 -V -2  FPE M arried  TV, 51 would l i k e  t o  exohange

TV s t o r i e s ,  am ateur and p r o f e s s i o n a l  to  
c o m p le te  my c o l l e c t i o n .  A l l  l e t t e r s  
an sw ered  p r o m p tly .  CONNY

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + +++++++++++++♦++++++++ ++++ + + + + + ++ + 44-
38-M -3 FPE M arried  TV, 50 would l i k e  to  meet or

c o r r e s p o n d  w ith  o t h e r  FPEs in  or around  
th e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  a r e a  VIOLA

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SERVICE NOTE 
ON LARGE SIZE SHOES!

I have an ad from th e  shoe s t o r e  below  t h a t  
a d v e r t i s e s  l a d i e s  s h o e s  in  s i z e s  9 to  13 in  
w id t h s  6A to  C w ith  no e x t r a  c h a r g e s  f o r  l a r g ­
er  s i z e s .  They o f f e r  a f r e e  c a t a l o g .  Perhaps  
t h i s  i s  an answ er  f o r  some o f  you g i r l s  w ith  
more tu rn ed  up a t  th e  b o tto m , t r y  them.

TALL-EEZ Shoe Co. 41 John R. S t .  D e t r o i t ,  Mich.



PRICE LIST

"TRANSVESTIA". . . A magazine w r i t t e n  by , fo r  and about  
men w ith  a " F e e l in g  fo r  th e  Fem inine". P u b lish ed  s i x  
t im es  a y ear  in  even numbered months. Per i s s u e  $4

"CLIPSHEET".. . News o f  t r a n s v e s t i s m  and im p erso n a t io n  
around the  w orld . C l ip p in g s  s e n t  in  by rea d ers  r e p r o ­
duced fo r  scrap  books. P u b lish ed  four t im es  / e r  year

S in g le  c o p ie s  $ 1 .5 0 ,  4 fo r  $5 
"TV-TALES OF FEMME FICTION". . . 1 6  page s h o r t  s t o r i e s  
w ith  t r a n s v e s t i c  themes. P u b l ish e d  i r r e g u l a r l y  but  
about 4 t im es  per y e a r .  S in g le  c o p ie s  $ 1 .5 0 ,  4 fo r  $5 

SEPARATE BOOKS

"THE TRANSVESTITE AND HIS WIFE"...A d i s c u s s i o n  from  
both  p o in t s  o f  v iew . I n c lu d e s  many l e t t e r s  from under 
s ta n d in g  w iv e s .  W ritten  s im p ly ,  f a i r l y  and d i r e c t l y  
to  h e lp  w iv e s ,  p a r e n t s ,  o th e r s  to  understand  $3
"FATED FOR FEMININITY". . .  F a s c in a t in g  s t o r y  o f  a h igh  
sc h o o l  boy who wanted to  be cheer  le a d e r  but ended up 
as s c h o o l  Beauty Queen, most popular g i r l  and e v e n t ­
u a l l y  b r id e  o f  another p r e t t y  g i r l .  90 pgs . i l l u s  $5
"I AM A MALE ACTRESS". . .R ep o r ter  im p erson ates  a s t a r ,  
makes a h i t ,  g e t s  c o n t r a c t ,  becomes a c t r e s s ,  m arries  
fem ale s t a r ,  they  l i v e  as s i s t e r s .  100 p gs . i l l u s  $5 
"THE SCARCITY OF NURSES AND OTHER STORIES.. .A c o l l e c ­
t i o n  o f  f i v e  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  in v o lv in g  t r a n s v e s t i s m

77 p gs . i l l u s .  $5
"CARNIVAL". . .  A long  n ove l  about a boy brought up as 
a g i r l  and her l i f e  in  a c a r n iv a l  96 p gs . i l l u s .  $5
"DOUBLE SWITCH". . .The head m athem atic ion  was a man but  
not a male. The g i r l  who programmed computors was not  
N e ith e r  knew the o th e r s  s t o r y  but they  found out  and 
found h a p p in e s s .  42 pgs . i l l u s .

"REVERSE SEX".. . Complete and a u th o r iz e d  a u tob iograp h y  
o f  the famous COCCINELLE o f  P a r i s . 120 pgs. o f  s t o r y  
64 pages o f  p i c t u r e s  d r e sse d  and undressed  to  show her  
remarkable c o n v e r s io n .  Imported from England $4



"TALES FROM PINK MIRROR". . .  T h is  book was not pub­
l i s h e d  by C h e v a l ie r  but i s  a v a i l a b l e  to  r e a d e r s .  I t  
i s  a long  s t o r y ,  p r o f u s e ly  i l l u s t r a t e d  about a b o y 's  
c o n v e r s io n  to  a g i r l  in  a s p e c i a l  s c h o o l  $4

SPECIAL REDUCED RATES
Back i s s u e s  o f  TRANSVESTIA (e x c e p t  Nos. 1 , 2 , 4 , 6 , 7 , 8 )  
are a v a i l a b l e .  Every i s s u e  i s  new u n t i l  y o u 'v e  read  
i t .  Many w onderfu l s t o r i e s ,  a r t i c l e s  p ic t u r e s  are in  
t h e s e  i s s u e s .  Reduced r a t e  o f  6 i s s u e s  fo r  $20
Back i s s u e s  o f  CLIP SHEET and o f  FEMMEMIRJROR (Now d i s ­
c o n t in u ed  but about 30 i s s u e s  a v a i l a b l e .  I t  was a 
15 page monthly n e w s l e t t e r ) .  Can be mixed, 6 fo r  $3

MERCHANDISE

SPECIAL BRA...Has i n f l a t a b l e  p o l y v in y l  i n s e r t s .  These  
are  rem ovalbe , can be worn in  any o th e r  bra $5
JELLY K IT .. . I n g r e d ie n t s  and i n s t r u c t i o n s  fo r  making 
a s p e c i a l  j e l l y  to  f i l l  i n s e r t s .  G ives n a tu r a l  f lo w ,  
s o f t n e s s ,  w e ig h t  and bounce o f  normal b r e a s t s .  $5
"PHANTOM PHANNY". . . Foam p l a s t i c  pads sewn in t o  pink  
rayon c o v e r in g .  Shaped and tap ered  to  e n la r g e  d e r r i e r e  
to  more fem in in e  c o n to u r s .  Wear under your g i r d l e  $5

"PRETTI PANTIES".. . I f  you l i k e  w earing  fem in in e  th in g s  
under p ants  t h e s e  are  a must. Nylon , la c e  trimmed, 
pink r ib b on  threaded  thru  l a c e  and bows. AND th ey  
have a f l y  f r o n t  op en in g .  C om fortab le ,  p r e t t y  and 
p r a c t i c a l  S iz e  l a r g e ,  medium; c o lo r  b lk .w h i t e  $4
WIGS.. .We do not s t o c k  w igs but have made arrangements  
to  su p p ly  h ig h  q u a l i t y  w igs a t  l e s s  than g o in g  p r i c e s .  
O r ie n t a l  human h a ir  mach. made r e g .  p r .$ 1 5 0  ours $85 
European human h a ir  mach. made r e g .  p r .$ 2 2 5  ours $150  
O r ie n ta l  human h a ir  hand t i e d  r e g .  p r .$ 2 3 5  ours $165  
European (S p a n ish )  human h a ir  hand t i e d ,  b e s t  q u a l i t y  
a v a i l a b l e  r e g .  p r .$ 3 5 0  ours $250
50% d e p o s i t  w i th  o r d e r ,  b a la n c e  p r io r  to  sh ip p in g .

Order a l l  i tem s above d i r e c t l y  from 
CHEVALIER PUBLICATIONS, BOX 36091 LOS ANGELES 36, CALIF



Publication Policy

T R A N S V E S T I A  is  composed primarily of  material submitted by 
its  readers. F iction, art ic les ,  c a s e  h is tor ies ,  poems, p ictures— 
all are welcome. The greater the variety of  material the more 
interesting the magazine will be. Material is  so l ic i te d  for pub­
lication on the following basis:
1. All printed material of one page or more w ill be paid for at 
the rate of $1 per page with the exception  o f  pictures. The Editor 
must reserve the right to cut or edit submitted material for su ita ­
bility  and payment w ill therefore be made on the b a s is  o f  the 
final printed page. No payment w ill be made for material l e s s  
than 2 /3  of a page which will count as one page. Payment will 
be made after material appears in print. Manuscripts will not be 
bought in advance.
2. Submitted material will not be returned u n le ss  requested and 
stamped envelope provided.
3. Off-color material will not be printed and should therefore 
not be submitted. The Editor reserves the right to be the so le  
judge of suitability  and to edit, alter, delete  or refuse material 
when it is  deemed to be in the b e s t  interest o f  the magazine.

P E R S O N  TO P E R S O N  A D S  AND R E P L I E S

To protect the magazine and its subscribers from the care less ,  
thoughtless or foolish acts of a few it is  necessary to limit cor­
respondence service to those who have been on the subscription 
l ist  for at least 5 is su es  and who have been screened. If you wish 
to use this service ask for the personal information form. Return it 
with the $5 registration fee. If accepted this $5 becomes advance 
payment for ads ($2) or answers ($1) at regular rates.

PHI PI EPSILON (FPE) is our socia l organization. Appli­
cation for membership may be made after having been on Chevalier’s 
subscription l is ts  for five or more is su es .  Acceptance is dependent 
upon approval of an application form and by a personal interview 
with the applicant’s area councillor. Members of FPE need no fur­
ther application for use of the Person to Person service and may do 
so by simply paying the regular fee.

Ads for GOODS AND S E R V I C E S  a lso  accepted .  
A sk for rates .
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